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HISTORIC HIJINKS IT’S NOT A PHASE BUSINESS WISDOM 
Alumni tell stories 
about cherry bombs, 
secret dogs and more 

‘The End of the 
F***ing World’ 
delivers 

Rice opening 
merchandise store 
in Rice Village 

SEE SPOTLIGHT P. 6 SEE A&E P. 9 SEE SPORTS P. 11 

LATER 

Y E A R 
ONE 

courtesy jeffrey wang Left to right, top to bottom: Hanszen College freshman Tessa Schreiber, Duncan College freshman Lauren Palladino, Duncan College sophomore 
Julia Cortugera, Lovett College junior Ishani Desai, Lovett senior Jahnavi Jaganath and Lovett senior Tessa Fries participate in the 2018 Houston Women’s March. 

ANNA TA 
NEWS EDITOR / AXT1@RICE.EDU 

“I’m not ovary-reacting,” one 
bright orange sign read over the 
crowd. It waved among hundreds 
of others at the 2018 Houston 
Women’s March last Saturday, 
many of which were wielded by 
Rice University students. 

“Last year was just a march 
and people didn’t know if it 
would be a one time thing and 
then lose all momentum from 
there, but this year solidified 
that it’s become a movement,” 
Meredith McCain, a Duncan 
College sophomore who 
organized a meeting point for 
Rice students, said. “People feel 
more empowered and motivated. 
This is allowing populations 
who have felt unrepresented 
and maybe even unmotivated 
to finally come out and do 
something about it.” 

Students met at the Sallyport 
at 8 a.m. to travel to a pre-
march rally that began an hour 
before the march organized 
by Laura Moser’s campaign, a 
Democratic candidate for Texas’ 
7th Congressional District. 

McCain, the secretary of 
the Rice chapter of American 
Association of University Women, 

MARCH CONT. ON PAGE 3 

SPOTLIGHT 

Civic Duty Rice promotes political 
activism through events, podcast 
ELLA FELDMAN 
THRESHER STAFF  / EMF6@RICE.EDU 

Voter turnout for the Harris 
County election last November was 
the lowest it has been in over two 
decades, according to the Houston 
Chronicle. To Meredith McCain, that 
is terrifying. 

McCain, a sophomore at Duncan 
College, is vice president of Civic 
Duty, a nonpartisan national 
nonprofit focused on increasing 
student civic engagement and 
activism on college campuses, and 
president of its Rice chapter, Civic 
Duty Rice. Planning for Civic Duty 
Rice started in the spring of 2016 in 
response to a perceived increase in 
political interest among students 
following the 2016 presidential 
election, according to McCain. 

“I wanted to capitalize on [the] 
ambition that people had after the 
election and turn it into action, 
because I think that although our 
campus has a lack of activism, we 
have a lot of people who are very 
eager to do something,” she said. 

McCain approached Hanszen 
College juniors Sonia Torres, Akash 
Dhawan and Leya Mohsin with 
the idea of starting a nonpartisan 
civic engagement club at Rice, 
under the umbrella of her national 
organization. She found them 
extremely responsive. 

“We saw a nascent conversation 
about civic engagement start on 
campus desperately needing 
nurturing,” Torres, CDR’s Executive 
Vice President, said. 

The team decided they wanted 
their club to promote engagement 

both at Rice and beyond the 
hedges because, according to 
McCain, Houston has a large youth 
populationthat isunderrepresented 
at the polls. They also started a 
political podcast, “In the Loop.” 

Torres said she came up with 
the idea of a podcast to help 
students practice uncomfortable 
conversations about current events. 

We saw a nascent 
conversation about 
civic engagement start 
on campus desperately 
needing nurturing. 

Sonia Torres 
Hanszen College Junior 

“There is sort of a sense of 
political apathy here and just in 
general in college because we’re 
kind of isolated,” Dhawan, who 
heads the podcast, said. “The Rice 
bubble does exist. If we can start to 
pop that bubble across the nation, 
we can get a whole generation of 
voters out who are actually making 
a difference.” 

The podcast has allowed 
Dhawan to engage the Rice 
community and discuss issues that 
are important to him, he said. Last 
October, “In the Loop” released 
an episode about mental health, 
which he said was one of their most 
listened to episodes. 

DUTY CONT. ON PAGE 7 

SPORTS 

Erica Ogwumike continues family legacy of 
basketball success 

MICHAEL BYRNES 
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR / MEB18@RICE.EDU 

Ten seconds left on the shot 
clock. Two hours into a Monday 
afternoon practice, sophomore 
guard Erica Ogwumike stands 
at the top of the key, looking 
for an open teammate. But the 
defense holds steady, swarming 
the passing lanes before she 
can make a move. Five seconds 
left. The play is in her hands. 
Ogwumike puts the ball on the 
floor, blitzing past her defender 
with a quick first step. The help 
defense scrambles to recover, 
but it’s too late: she smoothly 
spins the ball off the backboard 
and through the net as the shot 
clock expires. 

It’s been that type of year for 
Ogwumike. She’s helped lead 
the Owls to a 14-3 start, their best 
in over a decade, and leads the 
team in scoring, rebounds and 
steals, with her performance 
in each of the three categories 
placing her among the top five in 
Conference USA. 

But basketball isn’t the only 
area in which Ogwumike has 
excelled. In high school, she 
was both valedictorian and 
senior class president, and she 
received a C-USA Academic 
Medal last year, which honors 
student-athletes with a 3.75 GPA 
or higher. She’s currently on 
the pre-med track as a student 
at Rice. 

“I’ll take my MCAT this 
summer, so that’s always at 
the forefront in my plans,” 

courtesy rice athletics 

Sophomore guard Erica Ogwumike greets her teammates during pregame 
festivities. She plans on taking the MCAT this summer, though she hasn’t ruled 
out following the steps of her older sisters as a professional basketball player. 

Ogwumike said. “But if I have 
an opportunity to do something 
basketball-wise in the future, 
too, that’s also an option.” 

In Ogwumike’s case, her 
basketball success is a bit of 
a family tradition. Two of her 
sisters are former number-one 
overall picks in the WNBA: 
Nneka Ogwumike is a four-time 
All-Star and the 2016 WNBA 
MVP, and Chiney Ogwumike was 
an All-Star and the WNBA Rookie 
of the Year in 2014. Her third 
sister, Olivia, plays alongside her 
at Rice. 

Ogwumike said that growing 
up alongside her sisters provided 
much more than sibling 
basketball rivalry. 

“They’re great role models 
that I can just call on the 
phone,” Ogwumike said. 
“They’ve pretty much done 
everything that I plan to do and 
aspire to do, so it was really 
neat to grow up like that.” 

A native of Cypress, Texas, 
Ogwumike was a standout at 
Cypress Woods High School, 
where she was the 2015 All-
Greater Houston Area Player 
of the Year, McDonald’s All-
American nominee, and ranked 
in the top 100 in ESPN’s national 
player rankings. She and her 
sister Olivia both played at 
Pepperdine University before 
transferring to Rice in 2016. 

OGWUMIKE CONT. ON PAGE 10 

mailto:MEB18@RICE.EDU
mailto:EMF6@RICE.EDU
mailto:AXT1@RICE.EDU
https://RICETHRESHER.ORG
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NEWS 
Inclusivity, progress at forefront of Women’s March 

Rice takes on projects 
following Harvey 
ELLIOT STAHR 
THRESHER STAFF  / ERS9@RICE.EDU 

Two Rice organizations are working 
to promote new hurricane research 
in collaboration with various other 
institutions, five months after Hurricane 
Harvey hit the Gulf Coast. 

In December, Rice’s Houston 
Engagement and Recovery Effort, 
created to address pressing local issues, 
awarded a total of $500,000 to nine 
research projects focusing on the effects 
of Harvey on the Houston area. 

The projects chosen by President 
David Leebron and Provost Marie Lynn 
Miranda, which range from providing 
emotional aid for kindergarteners to 
estimating climate change’s impact on 
flooding, each received awards varying 
from from $15,000 to $50,000, according 
to Senior Director of News and Media 
Relations B.J. Almond. 

Philip Bedient, professor of civil and 
environmental engineering and director 
of Rice’s Severe Storm Prediction, 
Education and Evacuation from 
Disasters Center, which aims to increase 
public awareness about severe storms, 
is involved in three of the projects that 
received awards from HERE. 

According to Bedient, SSPEED has also 
began working on its own internal flood 
project as well as collaborations with 
Texas A&M University, the Commission 
to Rebuild Texas and the Greater Houston 
Flood Mitigation Consortium. 

“I received five new projects on Harvey 
plus am planning a major Harvey related 
conference [in February] at Rice that will 
consume my year,” Bedient said. 

In December, the University of 
Houston announced the launch of its 
Hurricane Resilience Research Institute, 
which Rice initially joined. However, 
Bedient said Rice has withdrawn from 

the research institute due to the number 
of hurricane research efforts it is already 
involved in. 

Despite Rice’s decision not to join the 
new UH institute, Rice researchers are 
collaborating with various institutions 
such as the Baylor College of Medicine, 
Texas Southern University, Texas State 
University and the University of Texas 
Energy Institute, Almond said. According 
to Bedient, SSPEED has previously 
worked with the University of Texas, 
Austin, Louisiana State University and 
the University of Texas, Arlington. 

According to the Houston Chronicle, 
UH professor of civil and environmental 
engineering Hanadi Rifai will direct 
HuRRI. Rifai has been working with 
SSPEED alongside Bedient for decades. 

“[Rifai] and I have worked together 
for years since the 1980s, and she is an 
active member of SSPEED working on 
water quality impacts in and near the 
Houston Ship Channel,” Bedient said. 

Bedient said he does not see himself 
getting involved in any new center 
projects, including HuRRI, for some time. 

“Given my current list of projects, I 
am swamped with Houston Harvey work 
for the foreseeable future,” Bedient said. 

According to a University of Houston 
news release, HuRRI is intended to 
focus more broadly on the Gulf Coast. 
However, Bedient said he does not 
believe that SSPEED will broaden its 
scope while it is still handling local and 
state issues. 

“[We won’t] at this time, simply due 
to so much work that desperately needs 
to be done in the Houston/Harris County 
area,” Bedient said. “There are certainly 
other important national topics that 
need to be addressed in those other 
Gulf Coast areas, but my time and staff 
is limited to addressing the significant 
flood issues in Houston.” 

MARCH FROM PAGE 1 
organized transportation to the pre-march 
rally after another Rice student, Jeana Nam, 
suggested attending a rally to get a more 
intersectional view of women’s issues. 
According to McCain, the leadership of 
last year’s women’s marches was accused 
of ignoring or erasing women of color’s 
experiences and concerns while focusing 
on white feminists. 

“It’s not all white women, but if there 
are women of color and LGBTQ women that 
are telling you you’re not intersectional 
enough, you should probably listen to 
that,” McCain said. 

Leaders of the Black Lives Matter: 
Houston, American Civil Liberties Union 
Texas and Clinic Access Support Network 
spoke at the pre-march rally among others 
from organizations focused on women’s 
rights. 

Blake Coleman, a Brown College 
freshman, attended both the rally and the 
march and said he appreciated seeing the 
intersectional aspects. 

“There were also a lot of signs and 
cheers related to Black Lives Matter and 
queer issues as well,” Coleman said. 
“Overall, I loved it and highkey loved 
seeing people in Houston care about such 
an important cause that definitely needs 
more light.” 

Once the marchers arrived at city hall, 
they were met by speakers such as Mayor 
Sylvester Turner, former Mayor Annise 
Parker and women from different advocacy 
groups. McCain said the speeches were 

courtesy jeffrey wang 
Rice students participated in Houston’s Women’s March Saturday morning, carrying handmade posters. They also attended a pre-march rally organized by 
Laura Moser, a Democratic candidate for Texas’ 7th Congressional District. 

calls to action with an intersectional and 
local focus, but some that focused on 
issues such as gun control and food deserts 
expanded the breadth of the rally. 

“I feel like if you didn’t fall in line 
with some of those issues you might 
feel alienated from the women’s march 
in general,” McCain said. “It’s like, ‘we 
are progressives, we believe in women’s 
rights, but we also believe this, this, this, 
and this. Anyone who believes otherwise 
is obviously against us and against basic 

human rights.’ And I don’t think that’s 
necessarily the best message to continually 
promote among the women’s march.” 

Jones College junior Sarah Asson said 
the women’s march in London, where she 
is studying abroad, focused both on local 
and American issues. 

“I was surprised how much Donald 
Trump and the U.S. dominated the 
conversation even here,” Asson said. “It 
was just so cool to see this movement 
happening in another part of the world, 

and feel connected to women here and 
back home.” 

McCain said she encourages others to 
be more active regarding issues they are 
passionate about. 

“One of my friends has mentioned 
before that Rice is unusual for having such 
an informed population but not doing 
much about it,” McCain said. “I think we 
could have gotten an even bigger crowd 
from Rice, because of the amount of people 
who support things like women’s rights.” 

mailto:ERS9@RICE.EDU
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Rice launches website to 
support DACA students 
CAMERON WALLACE Engles said that issues facing 
ASST. NEWS EDITOR  / CFW2@RICE.EDU undocumented students are very important 

to her, and she is hopeful that the website 
Rice University launched a new will be a useful resource for DACA and 

website aiming to gather resources for undocumented students in the future. 
undocumented and DACA students into one “The [website] is a win for our campus 
centralized location on Saturday. and community, but unfortunately for 

According to Student Association undocumented students across the country, 
Undocumented Student Support Services the situation is far from perfect, or even 
working group chair Ariana Engles, the acceptable,” Engles said. “Rice stands out as 
website, daca.rice.edu, was created out of a welcoming community to undocumented 
a partnership between her and Associate students in this time of need, and I look 
Vice-Provost for Academic Affairs Matthew forward to the continued support of the Rice 
Taylor that began last fall. The website administration and President Leebron.” 
includes links to a number of campus, local Santiago Garcia, a DACA recipient at Rice, 
and national resources and a collection said the website will be a valuable resources 
of Frequently Asked Questions for for current and prospective undocumented 
undocumented students. and DACA students. 

“Hopefully it’s providing information “The site provides a lot of key answers 
and answering questions that are urgent for with respect to Rice’s relationship with 
[undocumented and DACA] students, and [undocumented and DACA students] 
it also generates support and awareness both now and in a state in which DACA 
around campus for the kinds of issues that is repealed,” Garcia, a Will Rice College 
these students are facing,” Taylor said. sophomore, said. “I know a lot of it just says 
“I also hope that students and others on that it’s honestly just up to the law but just 
campus, as they view the webpage, help us being able to see that Rice intends to stand 
identify other things that should be added to with us until such a point is very reassuring, 
make it a more effective resource.” especially since I know such a state would 

AccordingtoEngles,sheandTaylorbegan be full of panic for DACA students.” 
research for the site by combing through However, Garcia also said the website’s 
comparable sites created by other colleges, collection of links can be difficult to navigate 
like the University of California, Berkeley and understand, especially with respect to 
and Pamona College. Then, Taylor and the resources outside of Rice. 
Undocumented Student Support Services “I feel like, now more than ever, with how 
working group began contacting various erratic DACA’s nature in this country can be, 
academic and administrative departments it is important for people who have DACA to 
at Rice in order to gather information about know what’s going on and who to contact,” 
the services the university offers. Garcia said. “With respect to things like that 

“As much as everyone involved agreed I feel like the site kind of just kind of slaps 
that a centralized website would be some links on the interface without really 
immensely helpful, it is hard to create a explaining how we can benefit from them.” 
website for something that doesn’t have an Taylor said that students who find 
associated department, ensures anonymity, themselves overwhelmed by the resources 
and follows state and federal laws,” Engles collected in the website should contact 
said. “I’m beyond impressed with the site Student Success Initiatives, the Dean of 
and how clean and functional it looks.” Undergraduates or their magisters and 

When Taylor and the Undocumented resident advisers, who will be educated 
Student Support Services working group about DACA resources at a meeting with 
finished gathering information and drafting Taylor next week. 
FAQs, Taylor said all that was left was “[The website] provides another formal 
creating the website and ensuring that the expression of the university’s support 
information presented was both legal and for DACA and undocumented students 
comprehensive. as members of our community,“ Taylor 

“[Engles asked for] my help in getting said. “That statement [is] important. It’s 
the university to say, ‘yes, it’s ok to put this an anxious, uncertain time for DACA and 
information up under the Rice seal,’” Taylor undocumented students, and I think that 
said. “And there was no hesitation for doing it’s natural for them as Rice students to 
that, I think the university’s stance on DACA look the university for support and as much 
and undocumented students is pretty clear.” assurance and help that we can give them.” 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
RUPD reports fire in Will Rice Old Dorm bathroom Friday morning 

Emily Abdow 
News Editor / esa2@rice.edu 

Rice University Police Department Kelly Dong, a Will Rice freshman 
officers responding to a fire alarm at who also lives on fourth floor Old 
Will Rice College at about 2:23 a.m. on Dorm, said he was about to get into 
Friday found a piece of cloth smoldering the shower in the fourth floor restroom 
inside a plastic bag, according to RUPD in the restroom next to where the fire 
Captain Clemente Rodriguez. happened when the alarm went off. 

The bag with the smoldering cloth “I didn’t really smell any smoke 
was in a trash can in the fourth floor Old or see anything in the moment but I 
Dorm men’s restroom, Rodriguez said. might not have been paying attention 

Officers saw smoke in the hallway and because I was startled by the fire alarm 
smelled a burning odor before locating the and I just ran back to my room, but on 
bag and placing it in the sink to extinguish my way to the shower I smelled weed in 
the fire, Rodriguez said. The officers found the adjacent hallway,” Dong said. 
fire damage to a metal folding chair and Isabella Garza, who lives on fourth 
the carpet beneath the chair in the fourth floor Old Dorm, said that about 10 
floor study room, colloquially known as minutes before the alarm, she had 
“The Weiner Hole.” been in her room and had not noticed 

Rodriguez said the officers believe anything wrong. She said when she 
the bag was the origin of the fire that was allowed back in the building, 
caused the alarm. He said the Houston about a half hour later, she smelled 
Fire Department responded, but the fire smoke and saw ashes on the floor of 
was extinguished before they arrived. the study lounge and the burnt top of 

“The individual(s) who caused a metal chair. 
the fire is unknown at this time,” “It wasn’t until the cops told 
Rodriguez said. “Students who have everyone that had evacuated that there 
information that might be helpful to was a fire on the fourth floor that I 
the investigation should call RUPD at knew it was real,” Garza, a Will Rice 
713-348-6000.” sophomore, said. 

william wang/thresher 

Left to Right: Joshua Butler, James Cargas, Lizzie Fletcher, Arun Chaudhary, Ivan Sanchez and Alex 
Triantaphyllis. Rice hosted seven democrats in Sewall Hall to discuss their campaigns for Texas’ 7th 
Congressional District and their stances on current issues. 

DEMOCRATS DEBATE, 
CAMPAIGN FOR CONGRESS 
ELLIOT STAHR United States is repulsive and atrocious,” 
THRESHER STAFF / ERS9@RICE.EDU Joshua Butler said. 

When asked about how they would 
With primary elections approaching balance calls to counteract climate change 

on March 6, seven Democrats travelled with Houston’s economic emphasis 
to Rice’s campus on the night of Monday, on the energy industry, candidates 
Jan. 22 to convince students of why they repeatedly emphasized the importance 
were the best candidate to represent of developing renewable energy and 
over 750,000 Texans in the House of regulating industries to produce fewer 
Representatives. carbon emissions. 

Democratic candidates for the Cargas took the energy question as 
7th Congressional District answered an opportunity to voice his concerns 
questions on topics including education, with Democrats’ general approach to oil 
energy and impeachment in front of a and gas. 
forum of Rice students sponsored by Rice “Democrats are off message here,” 
Young Democrats and Civic Duty Rice. Cargas said. “One of the great faux pas 

Several of the candidates share a we commit too many times is to vilify the 
personal connection to Rice. James oil and gas industry and then go into the 
Cargas’ wife is an adjunct professor of neighborhoods and talk to people whose 
electrical and computer engineering, mortgages are paid for by oil and gas 
Lizzie Fletcher’s father attended Rice and companies to vote for us. We cannot do 
Alex Triantaphyllis is an alumnus from that. We have to have a place in the world 
Wiess College. for people who are still working in the oil 

Candidate Laura Moser did not attend and gas industry.” 
the forum and was represented by her The final question posed by Jones 
husband Arun Chaudhary. asked candidates whether they 

“It’s always great to be back at Rice,” would favor, oppose or abstain from 
Triantaphyllis said. “I learned so many Texas Democrat’s Al Green’s filing of 
life lessons and got such a great education impeachment articles in the House last 
here and made so many friends. It’s a fall. Candidates Jason Westin, Butler, 
place I hold near and dear to my heart.” Fletcher and Triantaphyllis said they 

The structure of the forum consisted would oppose impeachment, citing a 
of two-minute introductions followed by current lack of evidence. Three of the 
90-second responses to questions from seven candidates, however, said that they 
moderator Mark P. Jones, a fellow in would vote to impeach Trump. 
political science at the Baker Institute for “There’s so much material to impeach 
Public Policy. him on. I would do it in a heartbeat,” 

Cargas said. 
Lovett College freshman Bria Murray The issue isn ’t in convincing 

said that many of the candidates’ answers 
people to be Democrats, it’s were alike, an occurrence that some 

candidates themselves noted throughout getting them to act on their the evening. 
already  liberal values. “I think the difficulty with having a 

panel full of Democratic candidates is 
that their answers tend to be very similar, 

Franz Brotzen which makes it difficult to find someone 
Rice Young Democrats who stands out,” Murray said. 

Treasurer Brown College sophomore and Rice 
Young Democrats Treasurer Franz 
Brotzen said that Rice Young Democrats is 

The forum ended with a 20-minute hoping to mobilize campus Democrats by 
question and answer period where utilizing the current political atmosphere. 
audiences directed their own questions “I thought we had a really great turnout 
at specific candidates. and it indicated what we’ve talking about 

Many candidates echoed each other in for a while, which is that a lot of people on 
their views on education, with a majority college campuses across the country and 
of candidates coming out expressly at Rice specifically are really upset about 
in favor of universal pre-kindergarten what’s going on in Washington,” Brotzen 
education. said. “The issue isn’t in convincing 

Tuition reform was another point of people to be Democrats, it’s getting them 
consensus among the candidates, who to act on their already liberal values. 
expressed discontent regarding high So that means getting them involved in 
levels of student debt. campaigns like the ones we just heard 

“The student loan situation in the tonight.” 

mailto:ERS9@RICE.EDU
mailto:esa2@rice.edu
https://daca.rice.edu
mailto:CFW2@RICE.EDU
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SA resolution pushes for diverse international student body 
EMILY ABDOW 
NEWS EDITOR  / ESA2@RICE.EDU INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT RICE 

The Student Association will vote on 
a resolution calling for Rice University’s 
administration to establish an official 
policy to diversify the international 
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16 students 

12 students 

5 
st
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22 

Of the international students from East student population at Monday’s Senate 
meeting. 

This year’s incoming class included 
citizens of 20 different countries, according 
to Director of Admission Dan Warner. Out 
of the 1,084 students enrolled, 111 are 
foreign nationals by citizenship. Over half 
of international students, 61, are Chinese 
citizens. The country with the second most 
citizens is India with 11 students. 

The resolution’s suggested official 
policy also includes recruiting and 
admitting qualified displaced and asylum-
seeking students and eliminating financial 
barriers for international students. 

The resolution also calls on student 

Asia, 61 are from China. 
East Asia 

International students make up 12 South Asia percent of the undergraduate student 
Latin America body and 40 percent of the graduate 

student body. Europe 
Africa Unlike for domestic students, interna-
Oceania tional student admission is not 

need-blind. 

infographic by christina tan 
leaders and administrators to examine 
challenges facing international students 
and for Rice to join the Institute 
of International Education’s Syria 
Consortium for Higher Education in Crisis 
- a group of 81 institutions as of March 
2017 including Brown and Columbia 
Universities who have committed to 
providing scholarships for Syrian students 
whose education has been disrupted by 
war. 

“The point of this legislation is to 
address a gap in priorities,” SA President 
Justin Onwenu, who introduced the 
legislation, said. “[For] the domestic 
student population [Rice has] made 
a lot of strides to make sure of how 
inclusive we are, socioeconomically and 
geographically. This legislation tries to 
extend that spirit to other areas of the 
university, specifically international 
students.” 

International students currently make 
up 12 percent of Rice’s student body, 
according to Rice University’s admission 
statistics. While domestic students are 
accepted on a need-blind basis, the ability 
to pay tuition is a factor considered in 
the admissions process for international 
students, according to the Office of 
Financial Aid website. 

Beginning in fall 2017, the Office of 
Financial Aid began to offer need-based 
aid to a limited number of international 
undergraduates. The office’s website 
states that international students who 
apply and request aid are reviewed as a 
separate group. 

“There are a lot of hurdles that 
international students face applying to 
Rice and being recruited, mainly the ability 
to pay,” Onwenu said. “Most international 

students pay completely out of pocket. 
There’s also a lot of international students 
who don’t know about Rice outside of 
certain pocket areas where we’ve really 
established a brand.” 

The Vision for the Second Century draft 
President Leebron shared with the Rice 
community in October includes the goal of 
diversifying the international population 
through strategic recruiting in a wider 
range of countries and increasing the aid 
provided to international students. 

“Because of the limited amount of 
financial aid for international students, 
we have been heavily dependent on a few 
countries for those students, and the vast 
majority (other than athletes and music 
students) come from families who are able 
to provide or borrow the funds for tuition 
and other costs,” the V2C2 draft states. 

Danna Ghafir, who introduced the 
resolution with Onwenu, said the pair 
met with Warner last fall, who led the 
effort to offer aid to a limited number of 
international students. 

At Senate, Lovett College Senator 
Ariana Engles suggested the possibility of 
Rice partnering with outside scholarships 
for international students. 

Baker College Senator John Michael 
Austin asked what demographics Onwenu 
and Ghafir aimed to expand through the 
admissions process. 

“Right now socioeconomically, the 
international population is not very 
socioeconomically diverse,” Onwenu said 
in response to Austin. “Geographically, 
in terms of recruitment we could do a lot 
more. There are talented students all over 
the world that we haven’t tapped in to.” 

Platform aims to connect students to research opportunities 
CLAIRE CARPENTER 
THRESHER STAFF  / CCC13@RICE.EDU 

All Rice students now have access to 
the Center for Civic Leadership’s newly-
launched Student Opportunity Center, 
an online resource students can use to 
find learning and funding opportunities, 
journals and conferences, according 
to Associate Dean of Undergraduates 
and Director of Inquiry Based Learning 
Caroline Quenemoen. 

Quenemoen said this site gives students 
instant access to thousands of opportunities, 
and was requested by students in the SA’s 
100 Ideas for Rice’s Future initiative. Rice 
students can access the SOC by going to the 
website studentopportunitycenter.com and 
signing up with their Rice email. 

“A centralized database to find research 
opportunities has long been asked for,” 
Quenemoen said. “CCL and IBL wanted to 
respond to the student demand in order to 
make access to opportunities easier and 
more transparent, especially opportunities 
on-campus.” 

The CCL and IBL launched the Rice 
SOC platform in December. According 
to Quenemoen, discussion about the 
resource, which can be used with the CCD’s 
Handshake, began in July and continued 
throughout the fall. 

“Unfortunately, there’s not one 
consolidated platform out there, and so one 
of the important things in the marketing for 
this is to understand that these platforms are 
complementary,” Quenemoen said. “Given 
the way things function right now, you have 
to use both.” 

A centralized database to find 
research opportunities has 
long been asked for. 

Caroline Quenemoen
Director of Inquiry Based 

Learning 

The website allows students to filter 
through the opportunities according to 
category or keyword. The site also has an 
‘Interests’ feature that allows students to 
sign up for monthly newsletters according to 
their interested program, major or U.S. state. 
A ‘Participation’ feature allows users to track 
their progress as they apply to opportunities. 

Quenemoen said the CCL is currently 
working on using the announcement 
function so that departments can send 
out Listservs. 

“As OwlSpace phases out, we’re working 
on how the SOC can become a way for the 
different departments to get information out 
to majors using the announcement function 
that is in the SOC,” Quenemoen said. “That 
will probably be coming and students should 
expect to hear from departments and schools 
about how they are going to transition.” 

According to Quenemoen, the CCL has 
shared a link with faculty and both Rice 
and Baylor College of Medicine so they can 
upload their local opportunities to the site 
directly. According to Quenemoen, the SOC 
already has 10,000 nationwide opportunities 
uploaded into it for all members to see. She 
said additional local opportunities from 
Rice and Baylor College of Medicine faculty 
will be uploaded onto the university’s SOC 
platform for only Rice students to see. 

“Building up the Rice-specific 
opportunity is the piece that we’ve been 
working on,” Quenemoen said. “Hopefully 
those numbers will go up. The more students 
who are using [the SOC], I think the more 
opportunities we’ll see going up on the site.” 

According to the SOC website, 
universities buy subscriptions to the SOC 
platform that vary in cost depending on 
the size of the institution. According to 
Quenemoen, Rice paid $11,475 for a three-
year subscription, which will provide the 
platform and tech support. 

“We will see how many users it has,” 
Quenemoen said. “If it’s getting a lot 
of traction at Rice and if it seems to be 
a resource that students, faculty, and 
administrators really take advantage of, 
then we would certainly continue using it.” 

The CCL ambassadors will host a table 
outside Coffeehouse on Monday from 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Tuesday 2-4 p.m. to share 
information about the SOC. 

“I think it’s really convenient to have 
access to a lot of opportunities all in the 
same place,” Meagan Hale, a Duncan 
College freshman, said. “I haven’t used 
it yet, but I definitely want to use it in the 
future.” 

According to the SOC website, over 75 
colleges and universities currently use 
the resource, along with 3,500 partner 
organizations and more than 250,000 
students. According to the group’s website, 
students from Florida State University 
started the SOC in the fall of 2012. Since 
then, the resource has gained members 
and spread nationwide. 

“I was really impressed by the breadth 
of opportunities that were available on the 
SOC,” CCL Ambassador and Duncan senior 
Evan Flack said. “I really hope that people 
utilize this because I think it is a powerful 
tool and you’re going to be able to find 
things that you didn’t even know existed.” 

https://studentopportunitycenter.com
mailto:CCC13@RICE.EDU
mailto:ESA2@RICE.EDU


     
      

    
   

        
    

     

    
         

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
      
  
 

  

 
   

  
 

  

 
 

   
 

  
    

 
  

   
  
    

     
   
   

     
       

    
     

       
    
     

     
     

    
    

   
    

     
     

      
     
    

      
    

       

      
    

    
     

     
    

         
      

    
     

      

    
      

    
  

 
       

         
       

      
    

      
        

    

     
    

     
      

      

     
   

       
      

      
     

     
      

      
      

      
       

       
    

     
      

     
      

     

 
  

    
   

    
     
      

    
   
      

 
   

      
   

 
        

   
     
     

    
     
      

      
     

    
   

      
       

      
     

     
      
     

      

     
   

      
        
       

     
       

        
        

        
     

       
        

       
       

     
      

     
        

        
 

      
        

     
       

     
      

       
 

       
    

 
       

      
       

       
     

      
     

      
        
      

     
       

       

       
      

 
         

      
 

      
      
      

     
     

      
      

       
      

      
 

      
        
      

     
      

     
       

 
     

      
       

 
        

        
      

         
         

 
 

      
       

         
      

      

     

5 OPINION 
STAFF EDITORIAL 

SA resolution on international students aligns 
with important university goals 

This past Monday, the Student We commend Ghafir’s and Onwenu’s 
Association Senate discussed a proposal, especially in light of President 
resolution proposed by Martel College Leebron’s stated goals for his Vision for 
senior Danna Ghafir and SA President the Second Century II, which also aimed 
Justin Onwenu that would aim to fulfill to expand and enrich Rice’s international 
Rice University’s goal of diversifying student community. As Ghafir noted 
the international student population when introducing the legislation, 
(p. 4). The resolution focuses on Houston is home to many refugees who 
socioeconomically disadvantaged may wish to attend Rice but have no 
international populations in particular, knowledge of the school or no economic 
and urges Rice to join the Institute capability to do so (or both). 
of International Education’s Syria This resolution is a certain step 
Consortium for Higher Education in toward achieving such an outcome. a 
Crisis. The goal is to provide more aid to student body both representative of and 
international prospective students and enriching to its broader community. 
also conduct outreach to some areas The SA will vote on the resolution 
that may not know about Rice. this Monday. 

Correction 
In last week’s article “Rice freshman’s cryptocurrency trading startup Everest Capital 

posts huge initial returns,” Hunter Sporn and Kevin Zheng’s names were misspelled. 
There are also only four founding members, not five. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

‘Origin, 135 Degrees’: A platform of decadence 
Strolling across the quad one recent toilet paper littering the Anderson-

evening, I commented to a friend on the Clarke lawn and any of the equally 
monstrous metallic frame nested among ridiculous installations we are daily 
the trees between Rayzor and Sewall forced to endure. 
Halls, vainly trying to peg the utility and Think about the purpose and role 
apparent abandonment of the structure. of art in human society and you will 
Jokingly, my friend suggested this might see that this is no art scene. And if this 
be some sort of art installation. really is the best art our society can 

Indeed, and as reported in the provide — art that is truly representative 
Thresher, this is an art “response” of contemporary man’s purpose and 
to another similarly senseless art spirit and our relation to the universe 
installation: the three slabs that — then humanity has sunk into a pit of 
brutishly claim dominion over hopelessness and despair. These works 
the engineering quad. The only are just depressing. 
improvement with this new work is Can we do something to endow 
that someone in the bureaucracy had the campus with inspiring, hopeful, 
the foresight to plan for its expedient spiritual or even just beautiful works 
removal (the three slabs have been of art rather than these shallow, metal 
mocking aspiring engineers since the industrial con jobs? Are there artists out 
‘80s), though no doubt on the grounds there who dare to create art for humans? 
of limited maintenance budgets rather I don’t mean original and momentarily 
than a desire to cleanse the campus of eye-catching assortments of materials 
decadent artwork. — we have enough of those. I mean 

creative works that speak to the human 
condition and help us think about our 

Think about the purpose lives and meaning, works that transcend 
insignificance and the finiteness of life, and role of art in human works that are warm with humanity and 

society and you will see that illuminate the day as we pass by. 
The creators of the latter kind of this is no art scene. art are either extinct or estranged into 

obscurity. They will not rise to create art 
for a society that is short on patience, 

And so the legacy of ill-conceived art sensibility and humanity. Perhaps the 
funded by Rice University continues. audience for this art is missing. 
A very thoughtfully pieced together I almost look forward to the upcoming 
metallic frame dotted with the occasional installations in the Rice Public Art 
ball of smushed gunk representing the “Platform” series, if only to chuckle at 
artists’ signatures (I wouldn’t want the next embodiment of comically vapid 
to put my name on it either) joins the inventiveness. 
anti-tank barrier in front of the Gibbs 
Recreation and Wellness Center, the Lorenzo Venneri 
pointy jagged red thing near Brockman Martel College Senior 

lnv2@rice.edu Hall, the giant crumpled wads of wet 

EDITORIAL CARTOON 

illustration by areli navarro magallón 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

MLK Day float’s purpose far transcends its appearance 
Four years ago, I became a float rider and a huge response from the local DJs who 

recruiter for members of the Association of were surprised to learn that black Rice 
Rice University Black Alumni to represent students knew how to dance. I was happy 
Rice University in the Martin Luther King Jr. to see that the student float riders were from 
parade. I vividly recall the first time I saw various ethnic groups. This was a living 
the Rice float. It reminded me of a rickety demonstration of MLK’s dream. 
wooden heap. I said to myself, “Is this it?” I was especially excited about this year’s 

Severalstudentsarrivedandwedecorated parade. The float was decorated far in 
the float with the materials provided by the advance of the parade by several students 
university. I was told that we shared this float andlookedabsolutelybeautiful.Onealumna, 
with the Pride parade. Therefore, we had to Debra Rolfe Balthazar (Jones ‘79), developed 
first strip the decorations used for the Pride a theme for the float, “Unhidden Figures.” 
parade and replace those with decorations Placards were made of various alumni who 
for the MLK parade. When the decorations have made a difference in their various fields. 
were completed, the float looked okay. Each placard included a picture, first year 
However, I still had a little anxiety about how at Rice and name. Another alumnus and 
the float would compare to the other floats in prominent attorney, Gaylyn Cooper (Hanszen 
the parade. ‘75), drove down from Beaumont, Texas to 

As the parade proceeded, I was pleased participate as a float rider. He was moved to 
to behold the excitement in the eyes of the participate after hearing of the excitement of 
children and their parents. Their amazement the children upon seeing the float. 
at seeing so many blacks who either had Special thanks to all of the enthusiastic 
attended or were attending Rice made students who participated. The students also 
everything worthwhile. I am certain that at provided the music for the float. The alumni 
least one child was inspired to dream that shared stories of their time at Rice with the 
he or she could one day attend Rice. The students and entertained them with old 
DJs for the various radio stations gave us school dancing. We had a wonderful time, 
enthusiastic shout-outs, drawing even more and I hope that everyone participates in next 
attention to us from the crowd. Who knows year’s parade. 
how many people heard about us over the Yes, the float is still rickety, and I would 
radio and what the impact was. I completely not object if a new or improved one were 
forgot that I was riding a rickety float. provided by the university and/or the alumni. 

I again participated in the parade the It should be noted that the Rice float did not 
following year. This time, I had no anxiety look out of line with the majority of the floats 
about the physical condition of the float. The that participated in the parade. This very 
students helped with the decorations. Again, float once won an award in the parade. 
the decorations were okay and again, the The purpose of the float outweighs its 
excitement of the children was amazing. condition. If only one child is inspired to 

Last year, no students helped to decorate dream that it is possible to attend Rice or any 
the float. Four of us were able to remove other university, then the float has fulfilled 
the Pride decorations and install the MLK its purpose and the vision of MLK. 
banner. Despite the appearance of the 
float, the children were still excited to see Joyce Deyon-Sallier (Chachere) 

Jones College ’76 us on the Rice float. Again, we received 
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1. “We were standing on the diving board [of then-President Norman Hackerman’s 
pool] and Pete [another alumnus] just threw the keg into the pool.” The group went 
swimming as well. 

2.  “[I] was in a group picture in the Founder’s Room [in Lovett Hall], getting 
there through the steam tunnels, and then shinnying up the AC ducts from the 
basement.”

3.  “I was ... in attendance (my Owl Weekend) at a college night at SRC 
in 1989 which featured a food fight and someone driving a motorcycle 
through Sid commons.”

4. “We built a PVC monster cannon, just to prove we could, spray-
painted it black, and test fired a liquid paper bottle [which was used 

to correct typewriter mistakes]. It cleared the library from, shall we say, 
one of the earliest non-high-rise colleges on campus. So we substituted a paper 

projectile, devised a suppressor and then fired it only into the trees above one 
of the approaches to Fondren Library. The silent arrival of the projectile always 
awakened the sleeping grackles [birds], which immediately ‘dropped their ballasts’ 
before taking flight. Usually right on top of a group of six or seven Rice students 
heading to or from the library. Probably a felony now.”

5.  “The stacks of restrooms at Lovett were spaced vertically so that if one were to 
light a cherrybomb and flush it, it would explode three bathrooms down. Not that it 
ever happened.”

6.  “[I] kept a dog at Lovett for two and a half years,” Conn said. “I had many 
accomplices.” Pokey stayed at Lovett from Jan. 1991 until “about March” of 1993 when 
[Facilities & Housing] finally threatened to throw out Conn if her dog didn’t relocate. 
“Friends kept her until I graduated in May 1993,” Conn said. “She lived to be almost 20.”

7. “In my opinion, this is the greatest prank of all time, even topping turning Willie’s 
statue: mid-80’s, Rice vs A&M at Rice Stadium,” Williams said. “Aggie band performs at 
halftime, Rice students stationed around the stadium in the first rows and start blowing 
whistles. Completely, totally screwed up the Aggie band. They ran off the field and they 
weren’t even halfway through their routine. Funniest thing I have ever seen at a football 
game.” Williams also said that since posting about the incident on a Rice alumni Facebook 
page, he read that Aggie Band members said they didn’t hear Rice whistles and instead a 
band member leading a column turned incorrectly. “I’m not sure which story is true, but it 
was incredible!” Williams said.

31
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JACKS 
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Alumni share stories of rules they broke 
during their time at Rice

John Q.  
(Wiess ’86)

Bob Swanson  

(Lovett ’84)

David M. Zumwalt  
& David Jackson  

(Baker ’81)

John ‘Grungy’ Gladu  

(University of Houston graduate and self-described Rice fan 

who “practically lived in the RMC from ’76 to ’88” and is still 

an active member of the Marching Owls Band)

Pokey the Dog & Caroline Conn 
(Lovett ’93)

Mark Williams (Hanszen ’73)

Jonathan Adler  (Lovett ’94)

ILLUSTRATION BY ESTHER TANG

ILLUSTRATION  BY ESTHER TANG

ILLUSTRATION BY ESTHER TANG

ILLUSTRATION  BY ARELI NAVARRO

COURTESY OF JOHN ‘GRUNGY’ GLADU

COURTESY  OF JOHN Q,

COURTESY OF 1993 CAMPANILE

ELIZABETH RASICH
SPOTLIGHT EDITOR  / EAR4@RICE.EDU
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“That is a huge issue for me 
personally because I’m dealing 
with depression,” Dhawan said. “I 
talk about that on the episode, and 
talking about the merits of actually 
having discourse about mental health, 
that was something that was very 
meaningful to me.” 

Each podcast episode focuses on 
a different issue and how it relates to 
students at Rice. The team is usually 
joined by a special guest who is an 
expert on the topic. Episodes conclude 
with a “call to action,” a suggestion to 
students on what they can do to fight 
the issue, whether it be to call your 
representative or volunteer more with 
specific organizations. 

Six episodes of “In the Loop” are 
currently available on SoundCloud 
and iTunes, but Dhawan said the 
team is looking to publish much more 
frequently this semester, aiming for 
about once a week. “In the Loop” has 
about 100 listeners and is growing, 
according to Dhawan.

“In the Loop” isn’t the only thing 
CDR is working on this semester. 
According to McCain, the club is 
“hitting the ground running” with 
various events coming up. 

On Monday night, the club 
co-hosted a panel of Democratic 
candidates competing in the primaries 
for Texas’ 7th Congressional District 
along with Rice University Young 
Democrats, and are currently trying 
to organize a similar event for Texas’ 
2nd Congressional District with the 
Democrats and Rice University College 
Republicans. 

The organization is also working 
on creating volunteer opportunities 
with BakerRipley, a local organization 
that develops community programs, 
and Mi Familia Vota, a nonprofit 

organization that engages Latinx 
youth across Houston and the country. 
McCain said she also hopes to bring 
current elected officials to campus 
to remedy what she describes as a 
lack of communication between Rice 
students and their representatives.

“Most students don’t know 
who represents us because these 
representatives don’t come to 
campus,” McCain said. “We are the 
voice of the future, and we need to give 
people the tools and the ability to act 
on whatever they feel.”

McCain co-founded Civic Duty in the 
summer of 2016 with friends she met at 
a national conference for high school 
students interested in government. 
Inspired by their passion for public 
service, McCain and her friends 
had the idea to create a nonprofit to 
encourage political engagement and 
activism at high schools and colleges 
across the country. 

Today, McCain said Civic Duty 
focuses its efforts on its two most 
active branches: one at the University 
of Notre Dame and one here, at Rice 
University.

CDR is nonpartisan, but so far, CDR 
has not yet “explicitly” worked with 
Republican organizations, according 
to McCain. However, McCain said 
CDR hosted a nonpartisan HISD 
Board Candidate forum last semester 
in tandem with the political science 
department, and an upcoming Texas 
2nd Congressional District event will 
also be nonpartisan.

The nonpartisan aspect of CDR is 
extremely important to McCain, who 
hopes to engage the greatest number 
of students possible.

“If we can’t even see why the other 
side believes what they do, then how 
are we ever going to create sustainable 
policy?” she said.
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The freshman serving 
in the beer garden was 
way too overzealous 
about carding and 
limiting my Bud Light 
consumption.

Music was pretty lit 
for all 12 people there 
honestly.

Bud in the beer garden 
and it was still foamy at 
midnight.

Shirts were cute. If only 
they didn’t say Jones 
on them.

A solid pit stop on my 
way to Sunfest.

Plenty of space 
to walk around. 
Cute decorations 
successfully concealed 
ugliness of commons.

I didn’t hear anything 
over me asking where 
the food was, but I’m 
sure there were some 
bops.

I came. I saw. I took. 
(I left).

It was at Jones.

I was there for under a 
minute.

So spacelike I felt light-
headed and weight-
less, definitely because 
of the decor (The clock 
was transformed into a 
moon!)

Okay, so the commons 
weren’t packed, but 
sometimes a girl needs 
a lot of room to shake 
it. (Shout out to Juan 
for leaving and making 
room on the dance 
floor.)

Chick-fil-a and pizza 
are a win, no matter 
what planet you’re 
living on.

I’m definitely an 
unbiased reporter of 
news and my review is 
objective (JIBA).

The best excuse for 
rocking silver and blue 
eyeshadow, flash tatts, 
and glitter.
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entertainment

THE WEEKLY SCENE

VERTIGO 
Alfred Hitchcock’s classic psychological 
thriller follows former police detective 
turned private eye John “Scottie” Ferguson, 
who was forced into early retirement 
because of a fear of heights and vertigo. 
Admission is free. Showings begin at 7 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday.

Rice Cinema

THE PRINTING 
MUSEUM

After 20 months of recovering from an 
electrical fire that damaged both their 
building and collection, The Printing 
Museum is finally reopening with an 
open house on Jan. 25. The event is free 
to the public and lasts from 6 to 8 p.m.

1324 W Clay St.
printingmuseum.org

POISON PEN
Each month, the Poison Pen Reading Series 
brings poets to whiskey bar Poison Girl. 
January’s reading is Thursday at 8:30 p.m. 
and features Chris Diaz, Kerry Beth Neville 
and Alex McElroy. You’ll definitely want to 
show up a little early to grab a drink and play 
some pinball. 21+ only. 

Poison Girl
1641 Westheimer Rd.

ALLEY ALL NEW
If you’re interested in theater or playwriting, 
the Alley All New is a festival of readings 
of brand-new plays, which will give you a 
peek into how a draft becomes a play. The 
schedule is available online. Free and open 
to the public.

Alley Theater
615 Texas Ave.

alleytheater.org

WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW

courtesy fit mitten kitchen courtesy shut up and take my yen
courtesy ali express

In a phrase: One less reason to call Mom 
Where to find it: takecareof.com

In the true American spirit of 
convenience bordering on laziness, you 
can now subscribe and receive all of your 
vitamins in hip-looking packaging! Care/
of assesses your personal needs and sends 
monthly boxes of daily vitamin packages 
so that you never step foot in another 
depressing pharmacy again. Professing 
its lack of “overwhelming fine print” and 
honest guidance, Care/of even comes 
with daily inspiring quotes as you rip 
into your daily (and only) intake of real 
nutrients! Wow! Also! Don’t forget to take 
your vitamin C! You’ve worked too hard for 
your cause of death to be the flu and not 
the MCAT.

In a phrase: WARNING! may contain meat
Where to find it: sustainnatural.com 

As you prepare for Valentine’s day 
(ha), you may benefit from switching up 
your routine and venturing away from 
those good ol’ (free) Rice Health Advisor 
condoms. I’m sure it’s not your — ahem, 
you that should be blamed for your 
three-month-long dry spell; rather, your 
condoms are hindering your enjoyment. 
Whether it’s that latex smell or the guilt 
of knowing that apparently standard 
condoms are NOT vegan, something 
has been up with your sex life as of late. 
Splurge on these cruelty-free, ~ultra thin~ 
and of course VEGAN condoms for a night 
that may cancel out those other nights of 
stressful hell waiting for you. :)

In a phrase: Krabby Patty Gummies 2.0
Where to find it: Amazon/Japan

You know those videos of hands 
cooking whole-ass miniscule meals? 
What about those gross “dessert pizza” 
Lunchables? Remember how they were 
lowkey gross but you loved making 
them/the taste of sugar in every form 
anyway? I present ramen candy, a 
Japanese favorite. Order a package 
online and you can construct your own 
miniature bowl of ramen that tastes 
like pop rocks. Brought to you by the 
deepest, darkest pit of procrastination. 
Pretty cheap, truly entertaining, and 
ridiculously sweet, they make for great 
gifts or munchies.

TRENDING:
Ramen Candy

HEALTH:
Vegan Condoms

LIFESTYLE:
Personalized Daily    
Vitamin Pack

ARELI NAVARRO MAGALLÓN
THRESHER STAFF  / AMN9@RICE.EDU

MICHAEL VERMEULEN
THRESHER STAFF / MAV6@RICE.EDU

Arguably the greatest actor of his 
generation, Daniel Day-Lewis claimed this 
past year to be retiring from the profession. 
If this holds true, Day-Lewis certainly leaves 
on a high note in director and writer Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s “Phantom Thread,” 
a twisted period romance that once again 
proves the mastery of all those involved.

Having previously worked together on 
the epic “There Will Be Blood,” Anderson 
and Day-Lewis go for an entirely different 
experience with “Phantom Thread.” 

This film centers on high-strung British 
dressmaker Reynolds Woodcock (Day-
Lewis) and the fascinating relationships 
he holds with the women in his life, 
specifically his sister Cyril (Lesley 
Manville) and muse Alma (Vicky Krieps).

The film’s most notable strength is its 
cast. As usual, Day-Lewis is impeccable, 
completely inhabiting the role of the 
brilliant, extraordinarily demanding artist. 
Not to be outdone, Manville and especially 
Krieps hold their own against him. 
Manville brings a chilling wit and gravitas 
to every scene she appears in and Krieps 
often steals the movie entirely. In many 
ways, Krieps’ Alma is perhaps more the 
main character than Day-Lewis’ Reynolds 
is. When the two interact, they reach levels 
of sensuality, conflict and disturbance that 
few on-screen duos ever have.

The movie’s cinematography and 
score aid in the creation of such 
emotional heights. Though technically 
uncredited, Anderson serves as his own 
cinematographer and in doing so generates 
the most beautiful visuals of his career. 

Each frame is utter perfection, from the 
wide shots of coastal vistas to the close-ups 
of the actors’ faces. Complementing these 
gorgeous images is Jonny Greenwood’s 
luscious score. Greenwood, of Radiohead 
fame, utilizes a combination of piano and 
strings that provides a beautifully complex 
atmosphere to the proceedings.

This mysterious ambience fits right 
in with the story itself. The plot is 
untraditional, as it does not follow a clear 
three-act structure. While things happen, 
they only seem to occur in the context 
of the characters’ connections with one 
another. As the characters develop, so 
does the story. There is no hero’s journey 
or grand adventure. The film’s 1950s 
fashion setting is a backdrop rather than 
a defining feature. We as the audience 
mainly observe the dynamic between a 
complicated man and woman. While this 
simple premise and its accompanying 
slow pace occasionally test the audience’s 
patience, the bizarre twists and turns that 
come along with romance more than make 
up for it.

The writing takes on the variety of 
tones that accompany real-life love affairs. 
Anderson has always been gifted at mixing 
narrative tones, and he does so again here. 
On the surface, the story is a romantic 
drama. Reynolds and Alma vie for control 
over one another, each interaction a battle 
for supremacy. Being as unhealthy as it 
is, the relationship at times makes the 
film dark and upsetting. However, the 
movie also contains a surprising amount 
of levity. Many of these characters are 
inherently ridiculous, and the situational 
comedy that arises from their actions is 
frequently laugh-out-loud funny. From 
one moment to another, the movie shifts 
from hilarious to haunting, but it never 
feels out of place.

Overall, “Phantom Thread” is another 
remarkable collaboration between 
Anderson and Day-Lewis. It is a fascinating 
original motion picture, a simultaneously 
comical, depraved and romantic 
audiovisual feast that spins a tale that will 
not soon be forgotten by those who are 
lucky enough to experience it. 

FILM

‘Phantom Thread’ expertly captures relationship dynamics

PHANTOM THREAD
Running Time: 130 minutes

Rating: R

Genre: Drama / Crime

courtesy apollo box

In a phrase: For food fad fans
Where to find it: Not allrecipes.com

This column typically restricts 
itself to one food oddity per issue, 
but due to the fact that I have run out 
of inspiration and I am very hungry, 
it’s been decided that this is strange 
enough to merit an honorary mention. 
People are loving this new dessert 
that consists of a gelatin, water and 
black sugar syrup. The consistency is 
allegedly unprecedented and although 
sold in New York, the ingredient list is 
so short that maybe you can drop out 
and open your own Raindrop cake 
shop here in Houston. 

FOOD:
Raindrop Cake
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TELEVISION

Love and sociopathy collide in ‘The End of the F***king World’
AMELIA CALAUTTI
THRESHER STAFF  / AMC35@RICE.EDU

Combine a 17-year-old psychopath and 
an angsty teen girl and what do you get? A 
surprisingly touching love story and one 
hell of an adventure. The new Netflix series 
“The End of the F***king World” premiered 
internationally on Jan. 5 and follows British 
high schoolers James and Alyssa, both 
equally tortured by the world around them. 
James is a self-diagnosed sociopath whose 
only “hobby” is murdering animals and 
inflicting pain as a way to feel something. 
Now he’s ready to move on to a bigger 
project: his first human kill. That’s where 
Alyssa comes in — the tomboyish new girl in 
school takes an interest in James after feeling 
frustrated with her self-obsessed and shallow 
classmates. James decides Alyssa will be 
his first victim, while Alyssa determines 
James will be her first love — talk about not 
being on the same page. But this unlikely 
companionship encourages a newfound 
courage in the pair as they run away from 
their troubled homes with nothing but the 
clothes on their back and a stolen car. It’s 
not long before disaster strikes, and they find 
themselves with the police on their trail for 
theft and murder while they deal with their 
developing feelings for each other.

Season one contains eight 18-minute 
episodes, making TEOTFW fast paced 
and easily binge-able. Its dark comedy 
and crude language, combined with the 
sensitive moments of young love and 
friendship, create a diverse storyline 
that reflects the ups and downs of 
adolescence. The series evokes feelings 
of a modern- day “Bonnie and Clyde” or 
“Thelma & Louise,” where, despite their 
criminal behavior, viewers can’t help but 
root for the duo. 

The writing keeps episodes interesting, 
providing a mix of dialogue and inner 
monologue, a genius decision when 
dealing with two teen main characters 
who have a knack for repressing their 
feelings and lying. Insight into James’ 
and Alyssa’s heads induces viewer 
empathy by revealing that these two 
rough, unruly kids are actually quite soft 
and vulnerable on the inside. 

James and Alyssa are a refreshing take 
on 21st-century teens, refusing to conform 
to societal norms or uphold admirable 
reputations. Alyssa smashes her cell phone 
on the floor after a classmate texts her from 
across the lunch table, sneering, “I’m literally 
here,” and James confesses he doesn’t have a 
cell phone because he hates them. 

Still, although James and Alyssa share 
their outcast status, their contrasting 
personalities create a power dynamic in 
their relationship. Alyssa is demanding, 

outspoken, and explicit, while James 
is rather indifferent and dull, making 
their interactions mostly a series of 
commands and compliance (which tends 
to be fairly humorous). The beginning 
of their relationship is full of confusion 
and cringe-worthy moments as they force 
romance and intimacy, as they’re both 
new to dating, complete with awkward 
makeout sessions and a first date that 
ends with Alyssa calling the waitress 
a “fucking cunt.” Yet, the spectacular 
character development is what makes 
TEOTFW so worthwhile. Viewers watch 
James and Alyssa’s forced feelings 
transform into something sincere, 
while the pair also learns how to come 
to terms with their inner turmoils and 

the consequences that come with their 
decisions. 

“The End of the F***king World” puts 
a sinister twist on the coming-of-age of 
story. It’s common for teens to go through 
times of rebellion or disbelonging, but 
with the opening line “I’m James. I’m 17. 
And I’m pretty sure I’m a psychopath,” 
TEOTFW immediately takes teen angst 
a step further. Still, the series retains 
relatability despite its dark themes. James 
and Alyssa struggle with the idea of sex, 
insecurities and being misunderstood just 
like any other 17 year old does. “The End 
of the F***king World” strays far from 
cliché and will have you crying, grimacing 
and laughing in under 20 minutes, making 
it a truly unique and exceptional series.

END OF THE WORLD
Episode Length: 25 minutes

Rating: TV MA

Genre: Comedy/Drama

courtesy noisey

Despite their criminal             
behavior, viewers can’t help 
but root for the duo.

British high school outcasts James and Alyssa find themselves in a romantic relationship and legal 
trouble in ‘The End of the F***ing World.’
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Sophomore guard Erica Ogwumike has propelled the Owls to a 14-3 start this season, leading the team in points, rebounds, steals and field goal percentage. Off 
the court, she is a kinesiology major on the pre-med track. Last year, she won a Conference USA Academic Medal for finishing her first year at Rice with at least a 
3.75 GPA. Her favorite things to do outside of class and basketball are watching TV shows and catching up with her sisters, including teammate Olivia Ogwumike.

ANDREW GROTTKAU
McMurtry College Junior
Thresher Sports Editor
abg4@rice.edu

Ogwumike said she had three main 
reasons for choosing Rice. She and her sister 
Olivia both played at Pepperdine University 
before transferring to Rice in 2016. Ogwumike 
said she had three main reasons for choosing 
Rice. 

“I wanted to come to Rice because I 
wanted to be close to home,” Ogwumike 
said. “Of course, Rice University is a great 
school: There are so many opportunities. 
And then coach Langley; she’s amazing. This 
basketball program is on the come-up, and I 
saw the future that we could have here at Rice 
and I just knew it would be a great fit for me.”

Due to transfer restrictions, Ogwumike 
had to sit out the entire 2016-17 basketball 
season. Despite it being a bit of a shock 
initially, she said it helped her in the long 
run.

“I had to get used to it at first, because I 
was used to playing basketball games once 
a week,” Ogwumike said. “But it’s actually 
great because I got to learn a lot from just 
watching, and I think that helped me this 

Something is missing from Rice Athletics 
these days. It’s not the fans. They were 
hardly ever here in the first place. And it’s 
not winning. Honestly, there’s almost been 
too much of that lately — are we sure this 
is our women’s basketball team? The spring 
semester has begun, and things are going a 
little bit too well. It’s time we added a little 
bit of negativity. Without further ado, here is 
a series of complaints about Rice Athletics.

1. We need to get Rice a diving team. Our 
swim team practices week in and week out to 
compete for the conference championship 
only to be severely disadvantaged because it 
gets zero points in every diving event. Every 
other team, including three-time defending 
conference champion Florida International 
University, competes. Rice should, too, even 
if it requires facility upgrades. 

2. Let’s settle the speculation about 
baseball head coach Wayne Graham. 
Graham is nearing 81 years old and is in the 
final year of his contract. Nobody knows for 
sure if this year will be his final season, but 
speculation abounds that it could be. He’s a 
living legend. The fact that Rice has not put 
its full support behind him moving forward 
suggests that the end of this season could 
result in a messy breakup.

It should not get to that point. Make it 
clear going into the season whether he will 
receive a contract extension, then let him 
coach without fear of losing his job. Or, tell 
him it is his final year and let him enjoy a 
well-deserved retirement tour. Don’t just 
shove Rice’s greatest athletic icon to the 
curb when the season ends.   

3. It’s reached the point where we cannot 
keep giving men’s basketball a free pass. 
Sure, the team lost six of its best players last 
year, but the team is now 4-16 with just two 
wins over Division I opponents. The Owls 
showed a lot of promise in their season 
opener, losing 73-72 to Eastern Kentucky 
University. It’s been almost all downhill 
from there.

The defense has been passable, but the 
offense has been, in the words of David 
Bailiff, anemic. Rice ranks dead last in 
Conference USA with 67.7 points per game 
and a minus 8.4 scoring margin. Nobody 
expected the Owls to replicate last year’s 
success, when they tied a school record in 
wins, but few expected them to be the worst 
team in C-USA. In November, I claimed Rice 
men’s basketball is still rising. I’m not so 
sure that’s true anymore.

There’s been a little too much positivity 
in the sports section lately. It’s largely been 
well deserved, especially given the success 
of the women’s basketball team and the 
swim team. But, hey, if you’re not claiming 
that your favorite teams are doing things 
wrong, you’re not doing your job as a sports 
fan. Enjoy this brief respite from celebrating 
another victory.

Unless you’re watching a men’s 
basketball game. Then you can keep the 
complaints coming. 

year. Getting to sit out and watch and learn 
the offense, what I could do [and] how I 
could contribute. All in all, it was a great 
learning experience.”

Now that she’s competing again, the daily 
rigors of being a full-time student-athlete 
haven’t left Ogwumike much room for other 
activities. When asked what she enjoys doing 
in her free time, she laughed.

“Free time? What’s that?” she said.
In the brief interludes between cramming 

for tests and giving her all on the court, 
though, she said she enjoys watching TV and 

catching up with her sisters, as well as the 
requisite studying.

“I like to watch TV shows: ‘How to Get 
Away With Murder,’ ‘Grey’s Anatomy,’ 
‘Scandal’; those three I’m into,” Ogwumike 
said. “I like to hang out with my sisters, 
even though one’s in Russia and one’s in 
Connecticut: Facetime is what I mean by 
‘hang out.’”

“I like to study too: I like the basement of 
Fondren: I don’t really like actual Fondren,” 
Ogwumike said. “[The basement] is nice 
because you can crumple some potato 
chips and people won’t stare at you.”

While she’s planning to go to medical 
school, Ogwumike hasn’t yet ruled out a 
basketball career. No matter what the future 
holds, she said basketball will play an 
important role.

“What I’ve learned is [basketball] can 
take you many places,” she said. “If I 
continue here and we have the success as a 
team that we’ve had, I probably won’t miss 
out on any basketball things that come into 
my hands.”

EDITOR’S COLUMN: THE FINAL KAUNTDOWN

A midwinter air-
ing of grievances 

OGWUMIKE FROM PAGE 1

POINTS PER GAME

REBOUNDS PER GAME

STEALS PER GAME

FIELD GOAL PERCENTAGE

17.3
9.2

2.2
.481

ERICA 
OGWUMIKE 

SEASON
STATISTICS

I got to learn a lot from just 
watching, and I think that 
helped me this year.

 
Erica Ogwumike

Sophomore Guard

courtesy rice athletics
In November, I claimed 
men’s basketball is still 
rising. I’m not so sure that’s 
true anymore.

There’s no stopping sophomore star Erica Ogwumike
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL IN BRIEF

Rice Athletics to open merchandise 
store in Rice Village
JOSHUA ANIL
THRESHER STAFF  / JA47@RICE.EDU 

Earlier this month, a single piece of 
white printer paper appeared on the facade 
of an empty storefront in Rice Village, taped 
to the glass storefront with four plain blue 
pieces of painter’s tape. On the paper were a 
few simple words scrawled in black sharpie: 
Rice University Athletics Store. 

The initial mention of a new Rice apparel 
store came quite discreetly, catching 
the attention of a few careful observers, 
including the Thresher Sports Twitter 
account, which noticed a tweet by Senior 
Associate Athletic Director Tanner Gardner 
that drew attention to a picture of the plain 
sign. 

Though it may not have come into the 
public sphere with great fanfare, the store, 
which will be called Shop Rice Owls, was 
an effort by members of the Rice athletic 
department to expand Rice’s reach beyond 
campus. According to Gardner, this venture 
arose as a response to a lack of accessibility 
of Rice merchandise. 

“[The athletic department has] 
consistently heard feedback that it is 
difficult to find Owls merchandise,” Gardner 
said. “We brainstormed ideas to address the 
feedback and one that rose to the top was 
an off-campus store. A natural first place to 
go was Rice Village, so we approached the 
Rice Management Company and Trademark 
Property about partnering on a store in the 
Village.”

The Rice Management Company already 
owned the property at 2567 Amherst Street, 
and according to Gardner, Rice Athletics 
and Rice Village shared an interest in 
setting up a merchandise store. He said he 
views the store as a chance to expand Rice’s 
footprint. 

“With a group of willing partners and 
hard work, we’ve been able to bring our 
vision to life,” Gardner said. “This is a 
great opportunity both to respond to the 
feedback of our constituents and make the 

Rice brand more visible in the Village.” 
Currently, the only physical places that 

Rice community members can obtain Rice-
related gear is at the Campus Store in the 
Rice Memorial Center and at a store located 
within Rice Stadium. The addition of the 
store in Rice Village, currently slated to 
have a soft opening in mid-February before 
a grand opening in March, gives students, 
fans and visitors another way to purchase 
Owl clothing and accessories. Special 
offers for current Rice students are being 
considered, but no final decisions have yet 
been made on the matter.

But with its placement off-campus, the 
store is in a position to be directed at more 
than just students. Gardner said the goal 
was to target both current undergraduates 
and the greater Houston community.

 “Our aim is to provide increased 
access to merchandise for the current Rice 
community while simultaneously growing 
the Rice family,” Gardner said. 

An off-campus store has other benefits 
beyond increasing Rice University publicity 
in the Houston community, according to 
Karlgaard. The Rice Campus Store is not 
solely committed to the sale of apparel, 
also selling technology, food, drinks and 
books. In contrast, the new store will be 
fully devoted to athletics merchandise, 
containing unique products as well as items 
similar to the ones at the campus store. 

In an official statement, Athletic Director 
Joe Karlgaard said the department is 
looking forward to opening the store.

“Our alumni and fans have long 
expressed a desire to see greater availability, 
variety and quality of Owls merchandise,” 
Karlgaard said. “We began to address that 
need when we partnered with Follett in 
June of 2016 and completely reinvented our 
stores in the RMC, at Rice Stadium and at 
ShopRiceOwls.com. Sales have soared and 
we’ve received many compliments on the 
improvements, and the Shop Rice Owls 
store in the village is the next step in this 
process.” 

SPENCER MOFFAT
THRESHER STAFF  / SM114@RICE.EDU 

The Rice women’s basketball team has 
now won nine of its last 10 games after 
Saturday’s victory over the University of 
North Carolina, Charlotte. The Owls are 
14-3 on the season and 4-1 in Conference 
USA, tied for second in the conference 
after Western Kentucky University. The 
Owls were undefeated in conference play 
before losing to a 4-12 Florida International 
University team last week. 

The Owls responded to their double 
digit loss against FIU by taking a 37-21 

martin zhang / thresher

14-3
4-1

THIS SEASON

CONFERENCE USA

lead in the first half at Charlotte. The 49ers 
would go on to hold the Owls to just seven 
points in the third quarter. However, the 
Owls held on to win by seven points with a 
final score of 62-55. 

The Owls’ defense held Charlotte to 37 
percent shooting from the field. On the 
offensive side of the ball, Rice shot 46.7 
percent from the field while complementing 
it with a 38.9 shooting percentage from 
beyond the arc. Senior guard Wendy Knight 
led the scoring charge as she totaled 16 
points. Sophomore guard Erica Ogwumike 
added 14 points. She currently leads the 
team with 17.3 points per game this season.

Freshman Mohamed Abdel-Aziz steps into a forehand during Rice’s 4-2 loss to the University 
of Louisiana, Lafayette on Sunday. The Owls lost the doubles point to fall behind 1-0 and could 
not recover in singles. Despite victories from sophomore Eric Rutledge and freshman Conrad 
Russell, Rice lost three singles matches to drop to 1-2 on the season. 

After the game against the 49ers, head 
coach Tina Langley said the team’s strong 
4-1 start in conference play shows its 
toughness.

“The character of the young women on 
the team continued to show as we started 
our conference season with four of our first 
five games on the road,” Langley said. 

Langley said she is excited to return 
home as the Owls face the University of 
Texas, El Paso on Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. Central 
Standard Time at Tudor Fieldhouse. The 
Owls will be taking on a University of Texas, 
El Paso team that has 12 wins and six losses 
on the season. 

BRANDING
MEN’S TENNIS
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TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training is 
paid, and we pay for travel. Email your re-
sume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

P/T, F/T WORKERS For special needs be-
havior/learning program. Private behavior/
academic learning program for children 
ages 2-12yr, primarily those with autism, in 
Museum District seek university students to 
learn our unique program combing behav-
ior & social skills training with Montessori 
methods, Call 713-528-2343 or send resume 
to Director at marys.mcclure2@gmail.com

GARAGE APARTMENT, 11 blocks from cam-
pus, furnished, all utilities (electric, gas, 

cable TV, WIFI) paid. $750 monthly. $750 
security deposit. Minimum one year. Con-
tact prw@rimkus.com

GREAT PART  TIME OPPORTUNITY for a 
guitar player/lover. Looking for a person to 
manage the website WWW.USAGUITARS.
NET This will entail managing inventory. 
(Adding, deleting, editing) Packaging and 
shipping. Organization. Handling inquires, 
etc... Beginning with organizing inventory. 
Photographing and listing. After that most 
work can be done from home other than 
packaging and shipping. Approximately 10 
contract hour/week. Email to rickc@socou-
sa.com with the word RAHAN in the subject 
line to tell me why this would be a great job 
for you.

RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High 
School Math, Natural & Social Sciences, 
Foreign Language, Humanities, and SAT/ACT 
prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay 

is based upon variety of factors. Contact 832-
428-8330 and email resume to sri.iyengar@
sriacademicservices.com

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified ad-
vertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher.

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

First copy free, second copy $5.

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified ad-
vertisement, which must be received 
by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication.

Tom Wang
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

WANTED

The Backpage is satire and written by Joey McGlone and Isaac Schultz. For comments or questions, please email farts@rice.edu. 

BACKPAGER
THE 

Humour for the refined palette

Ice storm catches students by surprise. Africayé, Sunfest, and no one cares about the rest.

Different theme, same result.

“But I got the tilapia LAST week!”


