
             

 

    
    

 
     

   
   

    
   

   
    

    
   

    
     

  
     

     
    

     
      

   
   

    
     

      
      

     
   

    
 

   
      

    
    
     

    
    
   

      

     
    

     
    

    
    

 
    

    
    

     
     

    
       

 

      
    

 
     

     
   

     
     

      
    

   
    
     
   
    
    

     
     

   
       

   
   

     
 

    
    

        
       

      

       
       

     
    

    
      

       
   
      

    
    

    
 

       
    

 
     

    
     
    

      
      

    
   

     
   
     

    
     

      
   

      
  

    
     
    

     
 

      
 

     
   

    
      

  

  
     

    
    

    
     
      

 
    

    
     

       
     
     

   
   

   
     

    
 

    
      

     
      

      
     

      
     

     
  

      

    
 

    
    

      
   

    
   

    
     

     
 

    
   

     

  
   

    
   
    

 
    

      
   

   
     

    
    

      

   

 

    
 

 

     
    

   
     

    
   
     

   
     

  
   

   
   

     
    

     
     

 
   

    
      

    
    

    
    

    
     

     
       

  
  

  

  

RICE RANKING 
AS SCHOOL WITH 

HAPPIEST STUDENTS 

Year Rank 

2017 1 
2016 9 
2015 6 
2014 2 
2013 1 
2012 1 
2011 10 
2010 8 
2009 15 

Elizabeth Myong 
Thresher staff 

With the release of the Princeton 
Review’s rankings earlier this month, 
Rice regained its position as having 
the happiest students in the nation. 
Responses to the ranking varied, and 
students, faculty and administration 
are having a more nuanced discussion 
about the implications and impact of 
the ranking on students. Many have 
questioned the process of determining 
the rankings themselves, which 
Princeton Review’s “Best 381 Colleges” 
co-author David Soto explained in an 
interview with the Thresher. 

Wiess College junior Alex Bergin-
Newman said she believes happiness 
is relative and cannot be measured. 
Following the release of the ranking, 
Bergin-Newman authored an op-ed 
in the Sept. 7 issue of the Thresher 
titled “Happiest ranking isolates 
unhappy students,” which garnered 
a strong response online from the 
Rice community. 

“For someone like myself who 
is dealing with depression and 
anxiety, a six or seven out of 10 on 
a scale of happiness is a success for 
me, and symbolizes that I feel that 
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HAPPIEST STUDENTS? 
Princeton Review rankings, unpacked 

JAN-DEC 

1. 

A B C D E 

Year-round online survey 

Data analysis techniques 
used to verify identity and 
validate responses, 
according to the 
Princeton Review. 

I’m dealing with all of the crap going 
on in my life pretty well,” she said. 
“But that same score doesn’t mean 
the same thing to everyone.” 

On the other hand, Duncan 
College junior Mike Hua said he is 
proud of the ranking and feels it is 
good for the university. 

“I don’t want it to overshadow the 
problems we have, including mental 
health and wellbeing, quality of 
teaching and opportunities for low-
income/first-generation students,” 
Hua said. “We have to focus on 
those who need more support.” 

The process 
In a phone interview, Soto said 

the rankings are entirely based 
on student surveys. In particular, 
the ranking for happiest students 
is based on a scaled response to 
the statement “I am happy at my 
school,” with five options between 
“strongly disagree” and “strongly 
agree.” While the survey is available 
online year-round, the official 
survey is sent out to university 
administration every three years to 
avoid “survey fatigue.” Each March, 
the previous year of data is analyzed 
for publication; all responses 

THE SELECTION PROCESS 

$ #SAT
ACT 

3
YEARS 

EVERY 

Ofcial survey request every 3 years Administration sends SAT 
   scores, enrollment cost & 

   other data to Princeton 
 Review 

   

Administrators of university 
provided opportunity to 

review written narratives 
(but not rankings) for each 
school pre-publication and 

raise objections. 

Rankings and narratives 
published. 

infographic by justin park 

long-term view of students’ happiness; 
however, he mentioned that this data 
would have disadvantages, due to 
faculty being motivated by university 
to give positive feedback or to faculty 
not understanding the complete 
undergraduate experience. 

In order to increase participation, 
the Princeton Review provides 
incentives, such as iPad giveaways, 
and allows universities to do so 
as well, although Rice declined to 
provide incentives. 

Oswald said the influence of 
incentives provided by Princeton 
Review or the university could alter 
the data. 

“Certainly incentives can 
improve survey response rates, 
providing more data for potentially 
more accurate results,” Oswald 
said. “Even small incentives can 
encourage reciprocity.” 

Soto said the Princeton Review 
will not release the survey results for 
individual colleges, including Rice. 

Soto also said students 
are allowed to make only one 
submission. The online survey can 
be accessed multiple times from 
a computer, though it asks for the 

0see RANKING, page 3 

Each school ranked on 60-99 point 
scale in eight areas, based on 

comparisons with other schools. 
Rankings are also generated. 

Princeton Review creates write-ups 
for each school. 

received after that period are put in 
the following edition. 

Director of Admission Dan Warner 
said he expects the Princeton Review 
will prompt the administration next 
month to notify students that the 
survey will be available. The last 
time the administration did so was in 
October 2013. 

Happiness is a 
vague idea — 
does happy mean 
challenged? 

John Hutchinson 
DeanofUndergraduates 

“We send out the notification to 
college coordinators, students we 
work with, the athletics department 
and distribute it the best we can,” 
Warner said. 

College coordinators from 
Brown, Martel, Jones, and Will Rice 
Colleges said they have difficulty 
recalling whether they received and 
distributed the survey prompt from 
the Princeton Review and could not 
find the email from 2013 in their 
archives. 

Following distribution, it’s up 
to students to respond. According 
to Soto, the number of participants 
has varied from all 26 students at an 
extremely small college to a smaller 
proportion of 5,000 students at a 
large university. 

According to Fred Oswald, 
professor of industrial and 
organizational psychology at Rice, 
there are positives and negatives to 
the Princeton Review’s method of 
data collection. 

“One might argue that students 
themselves are in the best position to 
know and report on their happiness,” 
Oswald said. “On the other hand, the 
students who choose to respond to the 
Princeton Review survey might not be 
a random sample; e.g., they may be 
motivated to complete the survey due 
to being especially happy or unhappy.” 

Oswald suggested incorporating 
ratings from faculty would allow a more 

Political groups host watch 
parties, react to debate 

Elana Margosis 
Thresher staff 

Students of all political ideologies 
watched the first presidential debate 
of the general election cycle at campus 
watch parties held by the Young 
Democrats, College Republicans and 
nonpartisan Baker Institute Student 
Forum and political science honor 
society Pi Sigma Alpha. 

On stage were Democratic 
candidate and former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and Republican 
candidate and businessman Donald 
Trump. NBC News anchor Lester 
Holt moderated the debate and set 
“achieving prosperity,” “America’s 
direction” and “securing America” as 
the themes for the 90-minute debate. 

BISF President Mishi Jain said she 
hopes the debate would encourage 
students to learn more about the 
policy issues not only in this election, 
but in future elections. 

“There are incredibly important, 
complex public policy topics being 
discussed, and I hope Rice students 
understand the issues and get out the 
vote by watching the debate tonight,” 

Jain, a McMurtry College junior, said. 
Brown College freshman Phillip 

Hedayatnia, who identifies as 
a moderate, said he felt Clinton 
performed slightly better than Trump. 

“Trump maintained strong rhetoric 
through most of the first two thirds 
of the debate, answering Clinton’s 
questions with good dodges and 
refocusing the debate on issues that 
mattered most to him,” Hedayatnia 
said. “However, Clinton hit virtually 
every Trump vulnerability, [and] 
Trump largely fell apart in the last 
third of the debate.” 

BISF plans to hold debate and 
election night watch parties, and 
will partner with the Center for 
Civic Leadership to register voters 
in neighborhoods with low voter 
turnout. The Young Democrats will 
hold voter registration drives over the 
next two weeks, promote canvassing 
opportunities and hold phone banks 
until Election Day. The College 
Republicans do not currently have any 
get out the vote efforts planned. 

This article has been condensed 
for print. Read the full story online at 
ricethresher.org. 

Baker Christmas becomes last-minute public 
Yasna Haghdoost 

Editor in Chief 

For the first time, Baker College’s 
annual tradition of throwing a 
Christmas-themed private party in 
September took place as a public 
party instead. The event was 
registered with Student Judicial 
Programs and held last Friday in 
Baker’s Presidential Quad. Partly 
as a result of the discussions 
surrounding “Baker Christmas,” 
Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson has decided to 
reconvene the Alcohol Policy 
Advisory Committee as per the Rice 
University Alcohol Policy. APAC was 
last convened three years ago when 
it recommended the ban on hard 
liquor. 

According to Baker President 
Paul Dingus, the Christmas party 
that took place last year was a 
private party that essentially turned 
into an unregistered public, putting 
it well outside the boundaries 
of a sanctioned social gathering 
under the Alcohol Policy. Dingus, 
a senior who previously served as 
college chief justice, met with SJP 
last fall, then again with a group of 

0see BAKER, page 2 yutian liu/thresher 
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2 NEWS the Rice Thresher Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Rice students rally at Tim Kaine’s Houston visit 
Meredith McCain 

For the Thresher 

An eager crowd decked out in Hillary Clinton 
spiritwear lined up in downtown Houston 
early Friday morning to see Democratic vice 
presidential candidate Tim Kaine. Kaine, a 
Virginia U. S. senator and Hillary Clinton’s 
running mate, came to deliver a rallying stump 
speech in support of Clinton’s bid for the 2016 
presidential elections. 

A group of Rice students attended the 
event, including officers from Rice Democrats 
and Rice Students for Hillary. 

Rice Democrats and Rice Students for 
Hillary President David Cirillo said he believes 
it is important for Rice students to attend 
political events that they feel passionate about. 

“I think this is a really great way not only to 
bond with other students of similar interests, 
but also to form a collective action,” Cirillo, 
a Sid Richardson College junior, said. “It’s 
a way that citizens come together in order 
to create change and to not only promote a 
candidate, but to promote ideals and politics 
at a mass level.” 

The event kicked off with a slew of 
introductory speakers. Cecil Roeger from 
the Dominican Sisters of Houston and Rosie 
McCutcheon from the Texas Organizing 
Project both offered opening statements, 
while Houston councilman Bob Gallegos and 
Texas state senator Sylvia Garcia promoted 
presidential candidate Clinton. 

Representative Sheila Jackson Lee, a 
Democrat from Texas’ 18th congressional 
district, which serves inner cities in Houston, 
also made an appearance at the rally, where 
she introduced Kaine. 

“He is the real deal and a human being,” 
Lee said, “One that is going to be the kind of 
vice president that is going to walk hand-in-
hand and will reach out his hand to all the 
people of the United States of America.” 

When Kaine took to the stage, he 
emphasized Texas’ potential as a Democratic 
stronghold, much to the excitement of the 
audience. 

“We take Texas very seriously, Hillary and I 
do,” Kaine said. “We look at what you’re doing, 
especially here in Harris County, and we are 

0BAKER
            FROM PAGE 1 

Baker students last April, to discuss plans for a 
Christmas party this year that SJP would sanction. 

The original plan for this year’s party, 
according to Baker Chief Justice Jahid Adam and 
Baker Socials Committee Head Madison Nasteff, 
was to throw a Baker-only public event on the 
fourth floor of the college’s “New New Section” 
dormitory. Baker Socials Committee Head Serena 
Agrawal said by limiting attendance to Baker 
students, they intended to ensure a safer party 
than the usual “university-wide rager.” According 
to Dingus, the Baker student leadership 
submitted the registration form for this new plan 
early in the week prior to the event, and they 
incorporated some feedback from SJP on changes 
to make. However the day before the party was 
scheduled to occur, they received an email from 
Director of SJP Lisa Zollner indicating that the 
plan created at that point was not feasible. Thus, 
the student leadership re-registered the event as 
a campus-wide party that was approved by SJP 
with hours to spare. 

“Getting an email basically disassembling 
your event plan 24 hours ahead of time is not 
an easy thing to deal with and puts a lot of the 
onus on the students to maintain the safety and 
culture of their college,” Dingus said. “Which is 
not completely fair seeing as how much effort 
we put into trying to make sure that this event 
happens well with the participation of SJP and 
other members of the administration.” 

According to Zollner, Emergency Medical 
Services and Rice University Police Department 

very, very proud of it. We can see the spirit, we 
can see the energy, we can see a state that has 
been a red state moving in the best direction.” 

Kaine highlighted his and Clinton’s strategy 
to win the White House. He outlined three 
main points in his speech: his pride in running 
with Clinton, what’s at stake in this election 
and how Democrats can win. 

Kaine drew on his personal experience 
in politics to explain his support for Clinton, 
speaking about the role women played in his 
career. 

“I’ve now been in politics for 22 years,” 
Kaine said. “It’s been strong women who have 
enabled me to do all that. I am one strong 
man who is very excited to support a strong 
woman.” 

We can see the spirit, we 
can see the energy, we 
can see a state that has 
been a red state moving 
in the best direction. 

Tim Kaine 
Democratic Party Vice
Presidential Nominee 

Throughout his speech, he reminded the 
audience of the key role Texas and Houston 
Democrats play in this election. 

He referred to Texas Democrats as 
“underdogs” who have a fighting chance at 
winning. 

“But, if you kept that in your head: ‘I’m the 
underdog until they call me the winner,’ that’s 
the discipline that you need to do the best 
work,” Kaine said. 

Alex Bergin-Newman, vice president of 
Rice Students for Hillary and financial director 

were among the groups that had concerns with 
the original plan to host the event in one of the 
dorms. 

I feel like [this] is not 
the way you protect 
student well-being, 
especially at an orga-
nized large party. 

James Long
Baker College EVP 

“Everybody who’s a stakeholder who has 
an interest in reviewing event plans was deeply 
concerned and thought that this party should 
not take place in the way that it was described,” 
Zollner said. “I heard someone communicated 
with Environmental Health and Safety who 
said the space the students were planning for 
was meant to hold up to 44 people. The event 
proposal said they’d have up to 200 in this space. 
RUPD was very concerned about this with alcohol 
being in a private space.” 

Zollner said misinformation and factual 
inaccuracies as well as miscommunication 
between the students and other stakeholders 

meredith mccain/thresher 

Senator Tim Kaine, the running mate of Democratic nominee for U.S. President Hillary 
Clinton, spoke to students and community members in Houston last Friday. Kaine said 
Texas and Houston Democrats can play a key role in the election, despite being underdogs. 

of the Rice Democrats, said she enjoyed the junior, said. “It just gave me hope for the 
rally for its positive vision and rhetoric. future.” 

“I really like the stress on inclusiveness Kaine will continue campaigning in Florida 
that he had,” Bergin-Newman, a Wiess College later this week. 

involved was part of the reason why the final 
decision from SJP on a Baker-only party came 
relatively late. Some Baker students, though, 
expressed frustration with the process. Baker 
External Vice President James Long said students 
cooperated with SJP but the results ultimately 
didn’t show for it. 

“We tried to work with SJP very closely to 
pull this party off in a safe way and instead of 
supporting us or affirming our decision to be open 
with them, they kind of punished us for being 
open about how we’re going to throw this party,” 
Long, a senior, said. “I feel like that’s not the way 
you protect student well-being, especially at an 
organized large party like this.” 

A new kind of public? 
Though Baker ultimately threw a public party 

in the vein of the usual publics thrown at other 
colleges, the conversations around hosting a 
public event with limited attendance (in this case, 
specific to one college), have raised questions 
about the possible variety of alcohol-related 
social events permitted under the alcohol policy. 

Dingus said he believes SJP-sanctioned events 
with alcohol tend to fall into two categories: 
either small events with low staffing such as “Keg 
in Quad” or large, campus-wide public parties. In 
trying to craft a new type of public event for Baker 
Christmas, Dingus said he was trying to find a 
happy medium between the two norms. 

“There has to be room for a public event that 
is somewhere in between these two extremes,” 
Dingus said. “One that has moderate levels of 
alcohol, moderate levels of attendance and 
moderate levels of staffing. I feel like it should be 
a continuous spectrum, not a binary system.” 

According to Zollner, such propositions may 

be feasible so long as certain aspects of these 
events (for instance, more specialized wristbands 
for attendees) are well thought-out. She said she 
is keen to see registered social events involving 
alcohol that are tailored to specific student 
interests, as opposed to run-of-the-mill dance 
floor publics. 

“I really like the idea of registered public 
events that may include the availability of 
alcohol,” Zollner said. “If that were to start 
happening, parties around a particular theme or 
area of interest, I think it would be great for the 
community.” 

Reviewing the alcohol policy 
Rice’s Alcohol Policy calls for the Dean of 

Undergraduates to convene APAC as a means to 
periodically solicit input and revision; the last 
time APAC convened in February 2014, the group 
recommended the hard liquor ban, among other 
changes. 

Each residential college will be represented 
on APAC by either their president, Chief Justice 
or a master. 

Hutchinson said he has called for APAC to 
reconvene, hopefully beginning next week, 
to reassess the goals and implementation of 
the alcohol policy. He said Baker Christmas’ 
registration process has raised questions 
surrounding public event registration and 
general standards for public events. 

“I think the spirit of the conversations that 
happened around the Baker Christmas party 
was toward that end,” Hutchinson said. “Are 
we actually meeting all of the expectations for 
doing a public event even if it is intended to be 
on a smaller scale than what might have been a 
typical college-wide party in the commons?” 



   

       

        
        
       

     
       
     

     
     

      
         

  
      
       

      
      

       
     

     
       

       
     

       
         

        
 

 
    

    
       
  

     
      

      
      

      
        

    
     
 

     
     

     
  

       
       
     

       

  
    
      

     
       

 
   

    
    

     
     

     
      

    
     

      
      
        

       
        

      
        

    
     

       
  

        
      

    
      

     
  

 
     

      
      

     
    

     
     

     
        

       
      

   
      

      
   

     
      

 
      

       
        

          
       

      
   

      
     

 
      

       
      

 
      
      

     
    

     
      

        
       

      
         

      
        

      
    
        

  

       
       

      
      

       
     

     
      

    

        
      

      
      

      
     
      
     

 
  

 
 

         

 
        

       

      
     
      

     

      
       

       
   

      
 

    

     
       
     

      
      

       
       

     
      

      
       

       
     

      
       

      
 

       
        

      
 
 

       
       

       
      

 
 

       
      

        
       

       
 

       

      
       

  

 
  

 
              
               

3 Wednesday, September 28, 2016 the Rice Thresher NEWS 

drew keller/thresher 

The Princeton Review uses an online survey, accessible to all through their website, to collect 
data for its rankings along with an ‘official’ survey every three years. Rice topped the happiest 
student ranking this year, based on responses to the statement ‘I am happy at my school.’ 

0RANKING
            FROM PAGE 1 

identity and .edu email of the person filling 
it out. 

“If they answer ‘A’ all the way down, we 
have mechanisms to detect that kind of thing,” 
Soto said. “We also work with the [National 
Student Clearinghouse], which keeps track of 
all enrolled students at a given university, and 
we audit responses based on that.” 

He said the margin between consecutively 
ranked universities can vary from being 
very narrow to widely differing. Luckily, the 
Princeton Review has never had to break a tie 
in 25 editions. 

The administration at a given university is 
allowed to review the narrative the Princeton 
Review writes about each school and may 
raise concerns. In those cases, the Princeton 
Review editorial staff will look over student 
surveys and communicate with the university. 

However, Soto emphasized that student 
responses are never altered and any corrections 
do not affect the numerical rankings. 

Rather than relying 
on a relatively 
arbitrary ranking, 
Rice should actively 
work to improve. 

Alex Bergin-Newman
Wiess College junior 

The final publication is then made 
available to universities at the same time as 
the public. Soto said the results are reliable. 

“It’s not coincidental that Rice has 
consistently been ranked at the top of many 
of our quality of life lists,” Soto said. “I’d say 
kudos to the students and faculty for creating 
that environment.” 

The administration 
Amid discussions about the Princeton 

Review rankings, Dean of Undergraduates 
John Hutchinson said he wanted to clarify the 
Rice administration’s standpoint. 

“We actually don’t set as a mission to 
create the environment in which students are 
happiest,” Hutchinson said. “We make it our 
mission instead to create opportunities and 
expectations that students will become leaders 
across the spectrum of human endeavor.” 

Hutchinson said he believes happiness is 
a tangential result of the university’s main 
goal to create an environment where students 
have opportunities to grow intellectually and 
engage with faculty, staff and fellow students. 

“I think happiness is a vague idea — does 
happy mean challenged?” Hutchinson said. 
“Does happy mean satisfied? Does happy 
mean successful?” 

Despite all of the recognition afforded 
by the rankings, Hutchinson said making 
campus both challenging and supportive is 
what’s really important. 

“If the students and the university share a 
common dream for what we can accomplish 
together, then accomplishing that dream is 
likely to make us all happy,” Hutchinson said. 

The Wellbeing Office 
Timothy Baumgartner, director of the 

Counseling Center at Rice, said the center 
has not conducted any happiness surveys 
itself and was not involved with the Princeton 
Review ranking. 

“Happiness is subjectively measurable,” 
Baumgartner said. “You can’t compare 
someone’s happiness to someone else’s.” 

Agnes Ho, director of the Student 
Wellbeing Office, said the Wellbeing Office 
hopes to discuss questions around happiness 
and coping mechanisms. To this end, the 
Wellbeing Office has provided counselors 
for students and advising through student 
groups such as the Rice Health Advisors. 

Ho encouraged students to come to the 
office, whether simply to talk or to work out 
more extensive issues. If a student feels that 
the Wellbeing Office isn’t the right fit or they 
need specialized care, Baumgartner said the 
office will work with the student to find other 
resources. 

Baumgartner said he noticed increasing 
issues with mental health across college 
campuses during the past 12 years of his 
career at Rice. 

“It’s been a wish of mine that it gets 
normalized to go in for preventive care, 
ongoing treatment, whatever is necessary 
to optimize the quality of their life,” 
Baumgartner said. “We’re still fighting to 
make that happen.” 

The students 
Bergin-Newman said she felt the Wellbeing 

Office counselors had pressured her to take 
time off from school, and suggested students 
should not be forced off-campus. Bergin-
Newman also proposed implementing a 
private Rice survey on mental health. 

“Rather than relying on a relatively 
arbitrary ranking from the Princeton Review, 
Rice should take it upon itself to gauge the 
mental health and happiness of students and 
actively work to improve areas that students 
find lacking,” Bergin-Newman said. 

Jones College senior Sofi Hebert said the 
over new credit hour limits highlights the 
disconnect between administration and 
students on many issues, including mental 
health. However, Heber said she agrees with 
the rankings. 

“As someone who needed a leave of 
absence, it’s bittersweet to think that this is 
good as it gets for our other undergrad peers,” 
Hebert said. “But at the end of the day, I still 
wouldn’t trade the euphoria of a Jones Beer 
Bike victory for anything in the world.” 

Student Association Treasurer Maurice 
Frediere said he doesn’t doubt that Rice 
students, in aggregate, are among the 
happiest nationally. 

“Whether we’re first, second or 10th is 
immaterial to the broader point of how well 
we serve our students,” Frediere, a Duncan 
College sophomore, said. “That being said, 
it’s important that no student feels left 
out because they’re unhappy at a ‘happy’ 
school.” 

However, Frediere said he hoped the 
university would not become complacent. 

“Our approach to mental health and 
student happiness needs to be predicated on 
the belief that there isn’t a ranking or statistic 
that can point to our services and culture 
being ‘good enough,’” Frediere said. “It’s OK 
to be unhappy, we are here for you — and 
together, we will get you through it.” 

This is the first in a series: A subsequent 
article will examine issues related to Rice’s 
recent race/class interaction ranking. This 
article has been condensed for print — read the 
full story online at ricethresher.org. 

Pre-law internship pro-
gram to pilot in spring 

Meredith McCain 
For the Thresher 

The School of Social Sciences and the School 
of Humanities are partnering to launch the Law, 
Justice and Society Scholars Program this spring, 
according to Alex Wyatt, the assistant director 
of the School of Social Sciences. The program 
is geared toward preparing pre-law students 
through workshops and interships. 

The program will advance educational and 
professional development, Dean of the School of 
Social Sciences Antonio Merlo said. 

“Pre-law was not as well developed [as pre-
medicine],soIsawthisasanamazingopportunity 
to provide a more structured environment that 
was collaborative across two schools,” Merlo said. 

According to Wyatt, the program’s structure is 
modeled after the Heath, Humanism and Society 
Scholars Program that caters to pre-medical 
students. It will include a professional and 
academic internship, coursework conducted as a 
series of workshops and participation in the Rice 
Undergraduate Research Symposium. 

While both schools currently offer 
professional internships, including some focused 
on law, Wyatt said Rice has not previously had the 
student interest to create a structured program. 

Having the internships spread across two 
schools made them difficult for students to find, 
according to Carl Caldwell, a faculty sponsor for 
the Law, Justice and Society Scholars Program. 

Since legal jobs typically do not recruit 
through the Center for Career Development, 
students often lack guidance when looking for 
legal internships, Bailey Tulloch, co-president of 
undergraduate pre-law society Legalese, said. 

“I’m looking forward to how the program 
will help us find more avenues through which 
students can explore the legal field,” Tulloch, a 
Jones College junior, said. 

The program will also match students with 
programs fitting their interest and provide 
courswork, Nyeva Agwunobi, School of 

Humanities manager of student programs, said. 
For the spring launch, the new programs will 

include environmental law, judicial law, human 
rights, legal aid and immigration, Wyatt said. 

In the first semester, the research component 
is optional; internships and courses will last one 
semester and award three credit hours in either 
humanities or social sciences, Agwunobi said. 
Each program thereafter will involve a year-long 
internship and related coursework. 

Courses will take the form of workshops 
taught by faculty from the School of Humanities 
and the School of Social Sciences whose research 
corresponds to student’s interest, Wyatt said. 

What students learn in the workshops are 
general principles of legal work that serve them 
regardless of their specific interests, Merlo said. 

“We are teaching something valuable 
pedagogically, but combining that with real-
world experience, “ Merlo said. “We are giving 
students a flavor [of this] without losing track of 
the fact that we are not a vocational school.” 

Since a for-credit internship is optional for 
the minor, Caldwell said it is important to make 
sure the internships have substantive content 
academically and professionally. 

“I think [experiential learning] is a nice idea, 
but unless you’re really clear about the greater 
context, its purpose can be lost,” Caldwell said. 

Wyatt said alumni and organizations already 
partnered with Rice will host most internships, 
and the program will ensure hosts are committing 
the time and professional mentorship necesary. 

“This is one of the only undergraduate law 
internship programs in the U.S.,” Wyatt said. 

For the launch, the program is aiming for 
a minimum of 36 students and expecting an 
average of two to three students per faculty. 

“If the [interest] turns out to be 70 or 80 
people, we [will] find the resources necessary for 
the full launch in fall [of 2017],” Wyatt said. 

The online application is due Oct. 16. 
This article was condensed for print. Read the 

full story at ricethresher.org. 

https://ricethresher.org
https://ricethresher.org
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4 NEWS the Rice Thresher Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

New evaluation system to
debut for courses, instructors 

sixuan pan/thresher 
The lunch shuttle to Rice Village sets out in the first week of its trial run this fall. Depending 
on the demand for and use of the shuttle, the route will return in the spring. 

Shuttle to Village widens lunch options 
Huizi Yu 

For the Thresher 

A new lunch shuttle from campus to Rice 
Village for members of the Rice Community 
opened on Monday and will be piloted 
throughout the fall. 

According to Rice University Transportation 
Manager Elizabeth Gbordzoe, the 
transportation office planned the new route 
during this summer after years of receiving 
requests from passengers for a direct shuttle to 
Rice Village in addition to existing shuttles to 
graduate student apartments. 

Currently, there is only one van running 
on the new route. At the end of the pilot, the 
transportation office will determine how long 
and on what level the service will continue. 
Gbordzoe said the office is optimistic about the 
outcome, and they hope an increasing number 
of people will take the shuttle. 

Wiess College sophomore Riley Gardell 
said he does not plan to use the new service 
personally but thinks it is a good idea. 

“It is a great opportunity for those who 
don’t have their own transportation to get 

non-servery food throughout the week,” 
Gardell said. “Sometimes it’s hard to wait until 
Saturday to get decent grub.” 

Janice Jean, a Brown College freshman, 
said tight schedules will be a common problem 
among students. 

“I don’t think I will use it on the weekdays 
because I am so busy and I have class straight 
after lunch,” Jean said. “But I think it’s a good 
option to have, especially when students don’t 
have a car but they want to go somewhere 
convenient to eat.” 

Mary Brower, a music librarian in Fondren 
Library, said she hoped this service should 
have been opened earlier because of the tough 
parking conditions in Rice Village. 

“I think it should have been started earlier,” 
Brower said. “The parking conditions there are 
usually bad and although it is walkable, the 
weather during lunchtime is usually too hot.” 

Real-time information on the lunch shuttle 
can be found on the Rice bus tracking app 
RideSystems. The service hours of the shuttle, 
which runs from the Recreation Center, are 
Monday to Friday, 11:30v a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
every 15 minutes. 

Yves Ye 
For the Thresher 

A range of classes will pilot a new course and 
instructor evaluation system this year focusing 
more on skills and student progress. 

The Committee on Teaching recommended 
the system, named IDEA, after investigating 
platforms for evaluation from 2014-15, according 
to Associate Vice Provost Arnaud Chevallier. 

IDEA will run alongside the current Course 
and Instructor Evaluation system, in which 
students rate courses and instructors on a scale 
from poor to outstanding on categories such as 
organization and workload. According to Lisa 
Balabanlilar, the chair of the Rice Committee on 
Teaching, this will allow a clear comparison of the 
relative strengths of the two systems, and make 
the current system more useful for professors. 

“Our current system asks the same relatively 
simple questions about every class, without 
producing useful data that can help us become 
more effective teachers,” Balabanlilar said. 

Rice’s website on IDEA states students will 
provide information on how they have improved 
knowledge and skills, faculty will identify 
which skills and knowledge are most crucial to 
their courses and data on student progress and 
teaching behaviors will be paired to provide 
diagnostics. IDEA will be administered through 
CampusLabs, which will allow faculty to collect 
feedback throughout the semester and design 
course-specific questions. 

About 200 courses taught by 150 instructors, 
which constitute 15 percent of the courses offered 
and instructors teaching, will pilot the platform. 

Scott Solomon, a professor of biosciences and 
member of the 2014-15 Subcommittee on Course 
and Instructor Evaluations, said the platform is 
benficial for all stakeholders. 

“Students can get more relevant information, 
particularly the questions they want answered,” 
Solomon said. “For faculty who want feedbacks 
on their teachings, they will receive responses in 
great details that are specific to course objectives. 

And administrators will have more detailed 
information on what students get out of particular 
courses and academic programs.” 

All three communities have raised concerns 
about Rice’s current evaluation system, which 
was first created in the 1930s but had never been 
formally validated, Chevallier said. 

An overwhelming majority of the Committe 
on Teaching and Faculty Senate approved the 
platform. The platform website states it has been 
implemented at multiple other universities with 
research suppoprting its effectiveness. 

Balabanlilar said further research comparing 
the two systems will take place this semester. 

“I hope everyone can keep an open mind and 
give this new system a try,” Balabanlilar said. “It 
will give us much better insight into the teaching 
process at Rice, and what we might do to improve 
teaching and enhance the academic experience 
for the entire campus community.” 

Constantine Tzouanas, the Student 
Association director of external affairs, said many 
on-campus groups have contributed to the pilot. 

“IDEA will more directly link student course 
evaluations to meaningful feedback for professors 
and insight for the process of selecting courses,” 
Tzouanas, a Weiss College sophomore, said. 

Tzouanas said IDEA would play a significant 
role in enabling students to contribute to Rice’s 
quality of undergraduate education. 

“Rice is a special place for the time and effort 
it has put into ensuring that students have an 
engaged presence in the classroom via the IDEA 
pilot,” Tzouanas said. “We will have a powerful 
tool to voice needs and contribute to meaningful 
progress in teaching undergraduates.” 

With regard to possible concerns from 
instructors, Chevallier said the result of the 
initiative will not play a role in faculty tenure and 
promotion decisions in the short term. 

“If Rice adopts IDEA, the current system will 
be replaced,” he said. “[Then] IDEA [results] will 
be considered because it will yield higher validity 
in reflecting teaching quality, a fundamental 
component of promotion decisions.” 

8" SUB SANDWICHES 

#1 PEPE® 
Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese, 
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original) 

#2 BIG JOHN® 
Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo, 
lettuce & tomato. 

#3 TOTALLY TUNA® 
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery onions, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. 
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional) 

#4 TURKEY TOM® 
Fresh sliced turkey breast lettuce, tomato & mayo 
The original (Sprouts* optional) 

#5 VITO® 
The original Ita ian sub with genoa salam provolone, 
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request) 

#6 THE VEGGIE 
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a 
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only, Sprouts* optional) 

J.J.B.L.T.® 
Bacon, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(My B.L.T. rocks) 

#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB 
1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham, 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 

#8 BILLY CLUB® 
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese 
D jon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB® 
Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo & our homemade Italian vinaigrette. 
(Order it with hot peppers) 

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB® 
A full 1/4 pound of med um rare roast beef 
provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 

#11 COUNTRY CLUB® 
Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham, 
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!) 

#12 BEACH CLUB® 
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo! 

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB® 
Double provolone real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber ettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my 
7 grain whole wheat bread This vegg e sandwich 
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional) 

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB® 
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
An American classic! 

#15 CLUB TUNA® 
The same as our #3 Tota ly Tuna except th s one 
has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone, 
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional) 

#16 CLUB LULU® 
Sliced turkey breast bacon, ettuce, tomato 
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club) 

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™ 
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!) 

All of my sandw ches are 8 inches of homemade 
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & 
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this 
store! It tastes better that way! 

GIANT club sandwiches 
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try t 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7 grain bread or my famous 
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order! 

The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa 
salami, sliced smoked ham, capicola, 
roast beef, turkey & provolone, 
jammed into one of our homemade 
French buns, then smothered with 
onions, mayo lettuce, tomato & our 
homemade Italian vinaigrette. 

THE J.J. 
GARGANTUAN® 

Established in Charleston, IL 
in 1983 to add to students GPA 
and general dating ability. 

ok so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
we re not french either. my subs just taste 
a little better that s all! wanted to 
call t jimmy john's tasty sandwiches but 
my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
Regardless of what she th nks freaky fast 
is where t s at. hope you love 'em as much 
as i do! peace! 

JJ UNWICH® 

Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread. 

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap 

SLIMS™ 

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce 

slim 1 Ham & cheese 
slim 2 Roast beef 
slim 3 Tuna sa ad 
slim 4 Turkey breast 
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese 
slim 6 Double provolone 

Soda Pop 

Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie 

Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle 

Extra load of meat 

Extra cheese or extra avocado spread 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ sides ★ 

freebies (subs & clubs only) 

Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber, 
hot peppers, dijon, Jimmy Mustard, yellow mustard, 

oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts* 

th
e 

or
igi

na
l 

JJ
’S 

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM 

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"® 

Sprouts*
optional 

DELIVERY ORDERS may include 
a delivery charge. 

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM 

★ MINI JIMMYS ★ 

★ BOX LUNCHES ★ 

★ PARTY PLATTERS ★
(BOXES OF HALF SANDWICHES) 

WE PREFER 24 HOUR NOT CE, 

BUT IF YOU CALL, WE LL DO WHAT 

WE CAN TO MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

*WARNING: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ADVISES THAT EATING RAW OR UNDER-COOKED SPROUTS POSES A HEALTH RISK TO EVERYONE, BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE ELDERLY CH LDREN PREGNANT WOMEN AND PERSONS W TH WEAKENED 
IMMUNE SYSTEMS. THE CONSUMPTION OF RAW SPROUTS MAY RESULT IN AN INCREASED RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR PHYSICIAN OR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes. 



  

         
       

        
       
         

   

  
 

 
  

  
 

 

 

  
  

  
  

  

  

  
 

 
 

  

   

               
             

          
 

     
        

        
     

      
       

      

         

     
        

       
      

         
       

     
 

      
       

 

      
       

       
 
 

        
 

      

      
 

      
      

       

 
   

       
      

 
       

     
        

     
     

         

     
        

        
     

     
      

     
       

          
       

 
        
        

     
      

      
   

    
        

 

   
  

 

   

  
 

   

    
      

 
       

        
      

      
      

      
       
         

       
      

         
        

       
  

 

         
    

     
     

      
     

  
       

          
      

       
        

        
     

      
       

        
       

        
        

          
        

      
        

       
       
  

        
         

 
        

         
      

     
         

  
       
        

        
      

        
      

        
       

               
                 

                  
              

               
      

5 

Third-party voting 
unconscionable 

For many Rice students, voting Donald 
Trump for the presidency is out of the ques-
tion, but Hillary Clinton may not be the clear 
alternative. However, the Thresher calls on 
the Rice community to carefully consider the 
threat Trump poses to them and in particular 
to their fellow minority students, reject third-
party candidates and rally behind Clinton. 

You do not have to agree with Clinton on a 
single policy issue to have perceived the egre-
gious yet true-to-form sexism exhibited by 
Trump at the first presidential debate Monday 
night. Aside from Trump interrupting Hill-
ary at least 50 times (a conservative estimate) 
throughout the event, it was incredibly painful 
to see a woman who has dedicated her life to 
public service being shouted over by a man 
who possesses nowhere near the comparable 
level of expertise, experience or knowledge. 
Any woman who has occupied a leadership 
position can attest to the quiet patience she 
must acquire to bear the regular occurrences of 
“mansplaining” and “man-terrupting.” 

While there are legitimate critiques to be 
made of Clinton that are not entrenched in 
sexism, we implore our readers who may be 
on the fence about which candidate to vote for 
(or whether to vote at all) to consider the heavy 
ramifications of not casting a ballot for Hillary 
Clinton in the upcoming election. 

It’s not surprising that most Rice students 
don’t support Trump: His continual lies, child-
ish rhetoric, sexism, racism, lack of knowledge 
and casual disregard for human civility should 
shock and horrify anyone considering this man 
as commander in chief. That he apparently 
doesn’t read books and has a concerningly low 
attention span is equally terrifying when con-
sidering the taxing duties of the presidency. 

However, third-party candidates cannot 
win the presidency in the current U.S. electoral 
system (see: Duverger’s Law). While we under-
stand the appeal of individuals using their vote 
to “send a message” or “vote their conscience” 
regardless of their preferred candidates’ elect-
ability, the stakes in this election are far too 
high. “Voting your conscience” should include 
consideration of whomever else your vote 
will affect. Those of us who are women, who 
are Muslim, Latinx, black, LGBTQ or socio-
economically disadvantaged, do not have the 
luxury to vote our conscience. Each day we live 
with the fear that Trump is elected in Novem-
ber and we will lose any semblance of respect 
for our lives and our personhood. 

Most importantly, Rice students, vote, and 
help others become informed and vote. There 
are several registration drives occurring on 
campus within the next few weeks until Oct. 
11, the last day to register. If you do not wish 
to register in Harris County, seek out online 
methods of registering to vote absentee in 
your home district. It is not just the presidency 
that is at stake: 12 governors, 34 Senators and 
every U.S. representative, along with local 
propositions and elections will be decided by 
voters in November. Get educated, get regis-
tered and go vote. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the 
piece’s author. 

Ask Merri and Webster! 
For the past nine months, I feel like I’ve been struggling with low sexual desire. People 

I’d normally be sexually attracted to don’t interest me anymore, even though I’m pretty 
sure my physical sexual functioning is fine. What should I do? 

Merri: If you’re in a new environment, it 
could very well have to do with adapting to 
this novel sample size. If that’s not the case, 
however, maybe you’re disillusioned, or perhaps 
as you’ve garnered more and more experience, 
your standards have risen — and there’s nothing 
wrong with that. 

But if this period of celibacy is really bothering 
you, if you’re willing, perhaps just try hooking 
up with someone for kicks and see where that 
takes you (maybe it’s a mental block!). I mean, 
you never know — turn your brain off for a 
couple hours next time you’re in an environment 
conducive to such opportunity and who knows? 

Or, maybe your sexuality is telling you to look 
into personality more and that you actually want 
a relationship and not just a hookup. Something 
to think about. 

Webster: There could be a lot of moving parts 
here, so it’ll be hard to know for sure what’s 
caused a change and what to do about it. If you 
think outside the box, there might be a mound 
of different factors: stress, being too busy, a new 
medication, or your feelings might have just 
changed, or a million other things. 

In any case, don’t feel like you have to toss 
someone a bone or fit a square peg in a round 
hole if you’re not actually interested in them. 
Don’t clam up; branch out, look in new places 
for people you might be interested in, try new 
things with yourself and your potential partner 
if it’s not exciting anymore. It doesn’t seem like 
you’re that worried about any physiological 
causes, but if you find yourself very concerned, 
then I’m sure there are professionals who will 
help you get over this hump. 

I know college is supposed to be about meeting new people and exposing yourself to opposing 
ideas, but I feel like when I speak with people holding opposing views, we just don’t have productive 
conversations — each of us remains rooted in our ideas. On the other hand, if I speak with people 
holding similar views, we have very productive conversations with ideas for actions to further our 
cause. How can I make my conversations with people holding opposing ideas more productive? 

Merri: Personal experiences and upbringing 
can contribute a lot to deep-rooted perspectives; 
it’s hard to remove oneself from something so 
integral, and many times that can contribute to 
our tendency to get locked in our own views. 

It’s helpful to hold conversations in an 
environment specifically meant to be productive 
(see: “Ask a Feminist” panel this Thursday). 
Otherwise, just ask earnestly and take seriously 
why people think in different ways. Understand 
that the aim of your conversation might not be to 
change someone’s mind — obviously it’ll be hard 
to make your conversations productive in this 
sense. But they can be productive in that they help 
you consider factors that you hadn’t, or you come 
away with an understanding of how to improve 
your own arguments. 

Webster: First of all, kudos to you for even 
trying. You’re already ahead of so many people 
who insist on keeping their heads buried deep 
in their asses. 

Second of all, just beat the shit out of them. 
(I’m totally kidding. Don’t do that. That’s 

called fascism.) 
Third of all, you just have to go for it 

sometimes. Fight everyone. Fight Donald 
Trump. Fight Hillary Clinton. Fight Ted 
Cruz. Fight the chupracabra. Fight William 
Marsh Rice himself. Fight your mom. Fight 
your mom’s grandmother. Fight your mom’s 
grandmother’s purebred poodle. 

They all have opinions, and your arms will 
be much buffer after you fight all of them. 
That’s the most productive you can be. 

“Ask Merri and Webster” is an advice column authored by two Thresher editorial staff members. 
Readers can email their inquiries to thresher@rice.edu. 

cartoon by jennifer fu 

‘The Night SJP Stole Christmas’ 

ASK THE STAFF 
What was your favorite 

moment from the 
presidential debate? 

“When Hillary Clinton ripped 
her podium in half to assert her 
dominance.” 

– Yasna Haghdoost, Editor in Chief 

“The John Cena cameo.” 
– Walden Pemantle, A&E Editor 

“When Donald Trump told me to 
go to his website but it didn’t even 
work.” 

–Sam Ding, News Designer 

“When Donald Trump revealed 
he was the Terminator.” 

– Andrew Grottkau, Sports Editor 

“The beer commercial.” 
– Emily Abdow, Asst. News Editor 

“When Trump pulled out his penis 
onto his podium.” 

– Juan Saldana, Business Manager 

“The time Hillary Clinton ripped off 
her mask and revealed she is my 
abuela!” 

– Anita Alem, Managing Editor 

“The entrance of a third-party alien 
candidate. Good views on equality, 
and they’re taller than both of the 
other candidates! By 12 feet.” 

– Charlie Paul, Web Editor 

“Not getting alcohol poisoning 
from playing the Donald Trump 
drinking game. Health is good.” 

– Julianne Wey, Copy Editor 

“When it ended.” 
– Jasmine Lin, Copy Editor 

“Democracy.” 
– Amber Tong, News Editor 

“Alex Trebek’s performance as 
moderator, especially when he 
threw in the daily double.” 

– Mitch Mackowiak, Opinions Editor 

“Doritos commercials.” 
– Riley Robertson, Backpage Editor 

“The freestyle rap battle.” 
– Lenna Mendoza, A&E Editor 
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Editorial and business offices are located on the 
second floor of the Ley Student Center: 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 
Phone (713) 348-4801 
Email: thresher@rice.edu 
Website: www.ricethresher.org 
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6 ENTERTAINMENT
arts 

PUTS RICE IN THE LOOP WITH ‘.GIF’ 
Matchbox Gallery 

hope zhou/thresher 
Visitors watch projections of GIF art at the Matchbox Gallery and FELT Zine collaborative show ‘.GIF.’ The exhibition features dozens of GIFs 
by 18 different artists and will be on display again on Oct. 9. 

Naomi Pringle 
For the Thresher 

One might not expect to find within the 
diminutive capacity of the Matchbox Gallery 
an abundance of varied themes and ideas, 
but “.GIF,” a collaboration between FELT Zine 
and Matchbox Gallery, offers just that. 

This collaboration between Matchbox 
curator Emilia Duno and FELT Zine founder 
Mark Sabb features six projections lining the 
walls of the gallery. Each projection runs a 
selection of GIF art, a several second-long, 
soundless animation, on a loop. The result 
is a wealth of morphing visuals that never 
fail to fascinate. While the messages and 
intentions are often wildly disparate, the 
aesthetics manage to come together in a 
wholly immersive and coordinated way. 

Duno, a Duncan College junior, said she 
sought to include the work of artists with a 
variety of motivations, and didn’t confine the 
collection to a particular intent or theme. 

“There’s definitely a lot of diversity in 
terms of the messages of the GIFs,” Duno said. 
“Some of them were purely aesthetics. And 
then we had some that were about human 
trafficking. We had some that were about drug 
addiction. There was definitely a diversity we 
were celebrating in the selection.” 

This diversity is intriguing in action. The 
GIFs, each unique and often bizarre, featured 
everything from gorgeous reflections of light 
rippling off of a reflective surface to Pikachu 
rolling giddily along in a shopping cart. Many 
defied comprehension, inviting the viewer to 
embrace the immediate emotional response 
evoked by the aesthetics rather than trying to 
fathom the intent of the artist. 

The exhibit’s range of meaning and 

style is reflective of its contributors, a far 
more diverse group of artists than is usual 
for Matchbox. FELT Zine and Matchbox 
harnessed the power of the Internet to throw 
a wide net when selecting pieces to display. 
Artists from all over were able to submit 
their work for consideration. The exhibit is 
comprised of the work of 35 different artists 
from 18 different countries. This signifies 
an interesting departure from the typical 
tendency of Matchbox exhibits to be restricted 
to the work of Rice student artists. 

What makes this exhibit so special is the 
way in which it is able to recontextualize what 
previously could only exist digitally. It captures 
the collaborative and diverse atmosphere of 
online art venues and translates it to a more 
tangible space. The GIFs light up Matchbox 
and make it feel, despite its limited size, as 
though it’s a bustling hub of ideas. 

Ironically, despite GIF art being a fast-
paced experience, starting and finishing 
within the space of only a few seconds, 
the show offers guests to stick around the 
exhibition, contemplating the GIFs. Shows at 
Matchbox typically see people trickling in and 
out of the gallery space, staying for a minute 
or two and then moving on. At this exhibit, 
however, the visitors lingered. The guests 
seemed transfixed by the colorful and often 
hypnotic art. As the night wore on, the space 
slowly filled and stayed that way. 

The small amount of space Matchbox 
offers, coupled with the unconventional art 
form, challenged the typical art gallery code 
of conduct. People avoided getting too close to 
the art, instead clustering close to the center. 
Despite the fact that the art existed only as a 
projection, the crowd exhibited an irrational 
deference for the physical safety of art that 

exists only digitally. Duno hopes to change 
typical perceptions of art museums as places 
which command a specific code of decorum. 

“People think of [museums] as these 
institutions of respect and authority, and it 
doesn’t need to be that way,” Duno said. “I 
feel like that’s a really old idea of how art 
should be interacted with. We can interact 
more, we can have it be a space where not 
only the art is giving something to you, but 
that people are giving something to it as well, 
and to each other.” 

The work of FELT Zine is rarely displayed 
within a physical gallery. Its online art 
platform emphasizes interaction encouraging 
the viewer to pan, pinch and zoom to gain 
the full experience. However by virtue of its 
online existence it lacks the immersion that 
is offered in a gallery space. Conventional 
galleries, on the other hand, offer this 
immersion at the expense of interaction. 
This exhibit seeks to question whether these 
features must exist separately. While this 
show isn’t particularly interactive, Duno’s 
vision of experimenting with the relationship 
between art and viewer suggests a future for 
the conjugation of immersion and interaction 
in Matchbox. 

The presentation of net art in a gallery 
setting bridges these two features, rejecting 
the notion that these features must exist 
separately. Furthermore, it speaks to a 
younger generation that is often turned off 
by traditional, overly formal art forums. 
“.GIF” celebrates a kind of art that is at once 
ubiquitous and not given its due exposure in 
a more formal setting. 

Matchbox Gallery will be displaying 
“.GIF” again on Oct. 9 from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m., 
free of charge. 

Oui Banh 
Mi: Uneven 
but satisfying 

Michael VerMeulen 
For the Thresher 

As any Houston native will tell you, 
Vietnamese food is essentially a city-wide 
specialty. From the satisfying bahn mis 
at Les Givral’s, to Houston’s even more 
ubiquitous bowls of pho, any up-and-
coming Vietnamese restaurant faces stiff 
competition. Yet this year has already 
produced one notable newcomer, a mere 
five-minute drive away from Rice, no less. 

Located at the corner of Richmond and 
Mandell, Oui Banh Mi doesn’t look like 
much from the outside or inside. Still in 
its soft opening phase, the dining room 
is a white box that looks to be about the 
size of a generously built dorm room. The 
interior is sparsely populated with a few 
tables in one corner and a counter for 
ordering in another. The restaurant also 
has a drive-thru available for drivers in a 
hurry. However, compared to the sparse 
atmosphere, the food is much more telling 
of the overall Oui Banh Mi experience. 

The pork’s taste is 
smoky and its texture 
perfectly chewy, the 
vegetables’ freshness is 
apparent. 

I started out with an order of 
chargrilled barbecue pork spring rolls 
with complementary hoisin sauce for 
dipping. The rolls are filled with lettuce, 
carrots and vermicelli noodles which 
balance the pork’s flavor. The mixture 
works splendidly. The pork’s taste is 
smoky and its texture perfectly chewy, the 
vegetables’ freshness is apparent, the rice 
wrap texture avoided the common pitfall of 
being too sticky and the side hoisin sauce 
was a welcome addition to the already nice 
variety of ingredients. 

After my appetizer, it was time to 
sample the assortment of available main 
courses. Continuing on with the barbecue 
pork, I tasted the pork banh mi. At only 
$3.25, this sizable sandwich was the 
definitive highlight of my meal. An array 
of vegetables from carrots to jalapenos 
aligned the bottom of the perfectly crispy 
french roll, all of which brought a lightness 
to the dish. Nonetheless, the star was still 
the bevy of pork that ran across the length 
of the sandwich. Even more so in this dish 
than inthe spring rolls, the pork’s smoky-
sweet flavor was evident. 

Unfortunately, the same couldn’t be 
said for the rock ‘n’ roll beef banh mi. 
The most expensive sandwich on the 
menu at $6.25, this sandwich had the 

0see BANH MI, page 8 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

THE MASK YOU 
LIVE IN 

Toxic masculinity got you down? 
Come to McMurtry College commons 
this Sunday at 3 p.m. for a screening of 
Jennifer Siebel Newsom’s “The Mask 
You Live In.” The film explores what it 
means to be a man on both a personal 
and societal level. The film will be fol-
lowed by a discussion facilitated by 
Rice’s STRIVE liaisons. 

McMurtry Commons 
1605 Rice Blvd. 

JULIUS CAESAR 
Et tu, students? Shakespeare’s 

iconic history has come to Rice. 
Presented by Rice’s visual and 
dramatic arts program and directed 
by Jack Young, the show will bring 
“politics, demagoguery and mobs” to 
the stage just in time for interns. Shows 
run Sept. 30 at 8 p.m., Oct. 1 at 8 p.m., 
Oct. 2 at 3 p.m. and Oct. 6, 7, and 8 at 
8 p.m. 

Hamman Hall 
1600 Rice Blvd. 
theater.rice.edu 

HOUSTON TURKISH 
FILM FESTIVAL 

The fourth annual MFAH Turkish 
Film Festival starts this weekend. The 
festival includes a variety of new Turk-
ish films, including a documentary 
called “Kedi: Cats in Istanbul” and the 
horror film “Baskin” which centers 
around a police raid. Screenings begin 
on Sept. 29 and continue through Oct. 2. 

Museum of Fine Arts 
1001 Bissonnet 

mfah.org 

FALL BI-ANNUAL 
ART OPENING 

One of the biggest art events 
of the semester takes places this 
Saturday, spanning four buildings 
with 230 artists on display in the 
Sawyer Yards. Free food, beverages 
and valet will be provided, and a 
shuttle will carry visitors between 
buildings. The event runs 5 p.m. to 
10 p.m. on Oct. 1. 

Sawyer Yards 
2101 Winter St. 

winterstreetstudios.info 

https://mfah.org
https://theater.rice.edu
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: MUSIC EDITION 
by elisabeth kalomeris WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW 

WITCH HOUSE 

courtesy purity ring 

In a phrase: Spooky subgenre combining 
808s and the occult 
Where to find it: Russian underground; 
second circle of hell 

If you like nihilism, gothic style, discomfort, 
haunted places, replvcing letters with other 
letters, ghosts, black clothing and secret raves 
in converted warehouses, witch house may be 
for you! Coined in 2009 by electronic musician 
Travis Egedy of Denver, Colorado, witch house 
embraces the seemingly antithetical worlds of 
apathetic occultism and high-energy electronic 
dance music. Songs often integrate sweeping 
multilayered harsh synthesizer pads with 
distorted hits from drum machines, such as the 
TR-808 and 909, all under heavy reverb with 
prolific atmospherics. Vocal samples are always 
creepy and usually taken from prominent 
contemporary horror films like “The Blair Witch 
Project.” American audiences have been a bit 
slow on the uptake of this spooky style of music, 
but witch house’s gray, drowning gloominess 
has become popular among Russian teenagers 
and 20-somethings. Some good entry points are 
Salem’s “King Night”, “III” by Crystal Castles 
and Purity Ring’s “Shrines.” 

VAPORWAVE 

courtesy last.fm 

In a phrase: Corporate rebranding 
Where to find it: Just play any ’80s record 
at half speed it’s the exact same thing 

First solidified in 2011 by Portland-based 
electronic musician Vektroid, vaporwave 
began as a joke to many. The genre heavily 
utilizes sampling in a distinctly chopped-
and-screwed style, frequently borrowing 
entire songs and adding little or no auditory 
difference to them. In etymology, vaporwave 
comes from a portmanteau of vaporware, 
products which are announced to boost 
a company’s visibility but never actually 
produced, and -wave, a suffix for many 
musical movements. The slow, methodical 
backbeats and hypnotic pitched-down 
vocals leave listeners in a trance-like state. 
Vaporwave sounds sometimes like a mellow 
yearning and other times like the soundtrack 
to an abandoned mall. The boundary 
between irony and nostalgia in Vaporwave is 
often as ill-defined as the kerning in A E S T 
H E T I C S. It is often difficult to tell whether 
prominent figures in the genre, such as 
Saint Pepsi, wish to embrace consumerism 
and new-age spirituality or ridicule them. 
Either way, the resulting art is entertaining 
and gaining lots of popularity, particularly 
in Asia. Start with Macintosh Plus’s “Floral 
Shoppe” or “I’ll Try Living Like This” by 
Death’s Dynamic Shroud.wmv. 

PC MUSIC 

courtesy pc music 

In a phrase: High-pitched bubblegum 
bass music 
Where to find it: Your personal computer! 

Another genre praising and disparaging 
consumerism is PC music. Begun as a record 
label out of London in late 2013, the genre has 
ballooned into a cultural sensation. PC music’s 
prevailing musicality is nearly impossible 
to define. It’s high energy and infectiously 
danceable. Many consider it glitchy pop 
music, others say it’s feminized EDM, others 
claim it to be a cousin of Trap. However one 
defines PC music’s audio content, its zeitgeist 
is certainly advertising, with most associated 
artists’ webpages brandishing ridiculous pop-
up flash animations and bright graphics. PC 
music artists have produced tracks with big 
name musicians from disparate genres such as 
cloud-rap phenom Lil Yachty, self-proclaimed 
queen of pop Madonna, Chinese icon Li 
Yuchun, British children’s band Kero Kero 
Bonito and Canadian singer-songwriter Carly 
Rae Jepsen. The diversity of its insurgence into 
the mainstream is more proof PC music is here 
to stay and only getting hipper. Some beginner 
recommendations include Sophie’s “Product,” 
QT’s “Hey QT” and anything by A.G. Cook. 

NU-DISCO 

courtesy bangkokdjs 

In a phrase: Funky modern disco tunes 
Where to find it: Unbutton your long-
sleeve Armani linen shirt most of the way 
but not entirely 

Like a mirrored ball hanging from 
the ceiling, Nu-Disco revolves around 
resurgence. The genre started when 
contemporary DJs began producing and 
selling their own remixes of classic disco 
records from the ’70s and ’80s. These 
original tracks, though timeless and 
danceable, were aided by the precision 
of modern technology and made sharper, 
groovier and astronomically more fresh. 
When these remixes garnered public 
interest, Nu-Disco took off from a one-off 
pastime into a genre in its own right. The 
artists embellish traditional disco tunes 
with quirky percussive elements like bells 
and chimes while looping sections of their 
songs for extended periods of time. While 
at times repetitive, Nu-Disco’s hypnotic 
rhythms satisfy listeners. Many popular 
EDM artists from other genres have moved 
into the Nu-Disco scene, such as Daft 
Punk, Justice, Duck Sauce and Chromeo. 
“Crushed Ice” by MAM, Coleco’s “El Verano 
EP” and Todd Terje’s “It’s Album Time” all 
serve as great introductions to Nu-Disco. 

   

 
                   
                    

             

                   
           

                   
               

              

                  
                 

     

 
                   

                   
  

                   
                      
             

 
     

   

                 

                    
       

                       
         

                     
                 

 

                 
                 

 

  

 

  
  

 
     

      
   

        

   
       

      
     

     
     

        
    

   
      

     
      

     
      

           
              

       
     

     
      

     
       

       
  

  

 

      
     

      
      
       

      
     
    

     
    

 
       

      
     

       
      

         
     
     
      

      

  

  

    
        

         
      
    

       
     

      
         

       
     

       
      
      

    
      

     
    

       
        

       
   

       

   

       

     
    

     
    

      
      
    

     
     

    
 

      
        

    
     

      
      

    
    

      
      

     
      

       
     

Award Information 
What? An annual award (usually $1,000) endowed by Rice Alumni Pride (RAP, formerly known as Rice Gay & 
Lesbian Alumni), RIce Uiversity's GLBTQA+ alumni affinity group. In most years, a single award is made. In years 
when the applicant pool is particularly strong, two or more awards may be made. 

Why? The Rice Alumni Pride Award is designed to encourage and reward leadership in and service to the 
gender and sexually diverse community, both on campus and beyond the hedges. 

When? The application deadline is Monday, October 10, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. Applications should be submitted to 
Catherine Clack, Associate Dean of Undergraduates at mino@rice.edu with a copy to Corey Devine at 
cdevine@m3law.com. 

Who? Any current Rice student, whether undergraduate or graduate, may apply for the Award. 

How? Complete the application below and submit on line. Feel free to send any other supporting 
documentation to the Office of Multicultural Affairs, MS-527, RMC Cloisters. Also, please feel free to email 
mino@rice.edu if you require additional information. 

Award Application 
In order to apply for the Rice Alumni Pride Award, please prepare a document providing the information below and 
answering the following questions. You are encouraged to attach to your application a resume or academic CV by the 
deadline included above. 

Please note that the recipient of the Award will receive the Award during the annual Rice Alumni Pride Homecoming 
reception on the evening of Friday, October 21, 2016. The Award recipient will be asked to make every effort to attend the 
reception. If you know that you cannot attend, please say so in your application. 

Name: 
E-mail: 
Classification (Undergraduate/Graduate) and Year of Graduation: 
Residential College or Department: 

1. Briefly introduce yourself to the Award Selection Committee. (Most applicants successfully respond in about 250 
words.) 

2. Please describe your service to the gender and sexually diverse community, both at Rice and beyond (as applicable). 
(Most applicants successfully respond in about 600-1200 words.) 

3. Of the service described in response No. 2 above, what do you feel has been the most significant or meaningful, and 
why? (Most applicants successfully respond in 600 words or less.) 

4. Based on your experiences and observations, what do you feel could be done to improve circumstances for or advance 
the interests of Rice's gender and sexually diverse community? (Most applicants successfully respond in 600 words or 
less.) 

5. Please describe any special considerations relating to your application that the Award Selection Committee should 
know about. (Not all applicants respond to this, but those that do successfully respond in about 250 words.) 

Some women's only hope of getting pregnant is to 
receive donated eggs from another woman. 

Become an

Egg
Donor 

If you are a young woman between the ages of 
20-28, you can receive up to $7,000 compensation. 

Help make someone's dream of having a family come true 

Please contact: 

Cynthia Tamez 

Egg Donor Coordinator 

713-512-7553 

CTamez@hfsivf.com 

www.fertilityspecialists.net 

mailto:mino@rice.edu
mailto:cdevine@m3law.com
mailto:mino@rice.edu


   

    
 

      
       

         
     

        
        

        

 
      
      

     
        

        
 

      
     

      

  

     
       

 
       

      
    

     
       

 

  
    

       

        
       

      

      

      
        

   
       

       
         

        
     
       

        
       

      
 

     

 
       

        
        

       

      
    

        

     

 
  

            
               

      
     

        
       

      
       

       

       
       

      
      

     
     

       

       

          
       

       
     

      
      

      

   

 

   

 

   
  

 
  

 

  
  

   

T IS THIS WHAT IS THIS WHAT IS THIS WHAT IS THIS 
THING CALLED THING CTHING CALLED THING C

SWING?SWING?SWING?SWING?SWING?SWING?
American Entertainment merican Emerican E

Group Presents:

Ned Battista and his 16 piecttista and his 16 piece 
orchestra in an evening of ening of 
American Jazz and Swing 
Music from Early DevelopMusic fr

ments to 1945men

oncert Hall, Rice UniversityStude Conc
October 8, 2016

8:00 PM

y
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0Banh Mi 
            FROM PAGE 6 
same deliciously chewy bread as its pork 
counterpart but had one major difference: 
It was difficult to taste the meat. The beef, 
though quite tender and good on its own, 
was overpowered by a plum sauce that 
drenched the beef, as well as some grilled 
red peppers and onions that did not fit 
with the sauce’s sour flavor. 

The final dish I sampled was the eye 
of round steak noodle bowl. At a more 
costly $7.95, it is less financially appealing 
than the restaurant’s titular banh mi. The 
noodle bowl’s broth lacked the strong 
flavor that traditionally is desired from 
pho-like dishes such as this, though it does 
have its redeeming qualities, such as well-
prepared beef and soft noodles with a good 
mouth-feel that make it a satisfactory dish. 

Overall, Oui Banh Mi gives one a lot 
to enjoy with its pork spring rolls and 
banh mi sandwich, even if some of its 
cuisine disappoints. If you’re craving some 
Vietnamese food and want a quick, cheap 
bite to eat, you should definitely think 
about saying “oui” to Oui Banh Mi. 

Oui Banh Mi 

Address: 1601 Richmond Ave 
Phone number: (832) 831-5172 
Price range: $ 

Recommended Dishes 

Chargrilled Barbecue Pork Spring Rolls 
$3.50/2pc 
Pork Banh Mi $3.25 

Vegetarian Options 

Tofu Banh Mi $3.25 
Tofu Vermicelli $8.25 
Fried Rice $8.25 

Kaarthika Thakker 
For the Thresher 

Servery food can get boring pretty 
quickly. Most people tend to fall back on 
the same old grilled chicken and paninis 
when they don’t like the food being served. 
After asking around for people’s hacks and 
experimenting for myself, and following 
several failures, I discovered some reliable 
“recipes” that could add some variety to your 
servery rotation. 

TWICE BAKED POTATOES 
Ingredients: Baked potato, butter, cheese, 

chives, salt and pepper to taste (and other 
desired toppings). 

1. Grab a baked potato, cut it in half 
and mash up the insides with a fork. 

2. Add your toppings and mash some 
more. 

3. Microwave your potato for 45 
seconds. 

Now you have a warm, gooey, buttery 
potato … so much better than your first (and 
second and third) serving of french fries. 

SPEAKING OF FRENCH FRIES 
I once met a girl from Utah who 

introduced me to fry sauce and it changed 
my life. Fry sauce — or fancy sauce if you’re 
a “Step Brothers” fan — is made with one 
squirt ketchup and two squirts mayonnaise. 
Some people might tell you it’s two squirts 
of ketchup and one squirt of mayo — those 
people are wrong. Eat fry sauce with your 
fries and slowly progress to eating your 
fry sauce with everything until it becomes 
widely apparent to everyone but yourself 
that you have a fry sauce problem. 

MIXED DRINKS 
A root beer float is a common servery 

classic, but my classy rendition of it uses the 
sorbet from Seibel and sprite. Also, for a fun 
fruity tea, the infused water can be mixed 
with unsweetened ice tea. 

IT TASTES LIKE REESE’S I PROMISE 
Disclaimer: People are almost certain 

to ask what you’re doing in the course of 
making this sandwich. 

Ingredients: Two slices of bread, peanut 

JIM BERNHARD STEVE HALE 

NED BATTISTA TIANNA HALL 

: 

zixuan zhou/thresher 

Percussionists perform in the Rice Memorial Center grand hall as part of KTRU’s event, ‘Fantasy of Exotic Drums.’ The performance, held Saturday 
night, featured a number of ecelecctic percussion groups, SPIKE the Percussionist and Rice professor of composition and theory Karim Al-Zand. 

SERVERY HACKS 
butter, cocoa puffs, chocolate sauce, 
chocolate chips. 

Take the bread and spread peanut butter 
on both slices. Distribute the cocoa puffs on 
one slice — you want it to be evenly crunchy. 
Sprinkle chocolate chips and pour chocolate 
sauce on top of the cocopuffs. Put the other 
slice of bread on top and put the entire 
sandwich in the panini press. Take a bite and 
prepare to be amazed. 

THE AMERICANO 
If you want more strange looks, try 

“The Americano.” An Italian trend with a 
decidedly American bent, an Americano is 
made simply by putting fries on top of pizza! 
I think we should live up to our reputation 
and eat this delicious combination of calories 
and carbs. For a healthier alternative, try 
Chef Roger’s za’atar flatbread with cream 
cheese next time you’re in West servery. 

Root beer 
floats are 

among the 
easiest 

dishes to try 
making in the 

servery. 

illustrations by jennifer fu 



 

       
        

       
       

          
        

        

         
      

 

         
     

       
         

      
  

         
      

       
  

     

      
       

        

     
       

      
       

      
      

      
       

      
        

        

        
     

        
          
      

         
          

       
        

       

 
         

 

        
                                       

 

 

9 

jiayi lyu/thresher 

The Rice defensive line gets ready to pounce as North Texas sophomore center Creighton Barr prepares to snap the ball. The defense helped Rice jump out to a 17-0 lead in the second quarter, but the Owls 
were outscored 42-18 the rest of the way as they fell to 0-4 on the season and 0-2 in Conference USA. Rice allowed the Mean Green to score on both of their possessions in overtime to seal the game. 

After hot start, football falls to North Texas in 
double overtime on fourth down run stuff 

Aniket Tolpadi 
Thresher Staff 

On the heels of an explosive rushing attack 
and a crucial fourth down stop to seal the 
game, the University of North Texas Mean Green 
stunned the Rice Owls at home, storming back 
from a 17-0 deficit to win the game 42-35 in 
overtime. The loss dropped Rice to 0-4 (0-2) on 
the season and delivered a significant blow to 
the team’s bowl game hopes. 

In search of their first win of the season 
and looking to resuscitate their bowl game 
hopes, the Owls came out hot to start the game. 

The Owls scored on each of their first three 
possessions while forcing North Texas into 
three-and-outs on their first two drives, taking 
a 17-0 lead through just over one quarter of play. 
From this point, however, turnovers began to 
plague the Owls: In its final four drives of the 
first half, Rice turned the ball over three times 
(two fumbles and one interception) and was 
forced into a three-and-out on the other. Thus, 
despite a first half in which the Owls held a 
three score advantage over their opponents, 
they went into halftime leading only 17-14. 

Coming out of halftime, the teams traded 
scores for much of the third quarter. Ultimately, 
the Owls trailed 28-20 with 5:01 on the clock, 

needing senior quarterback Tyler Stehling to 
engineer a game-tying drive. He proved to be 
up to the task, as a 41-yard carry keyed a 74-
yard drive. Stehling found junior tight end 
Robby Wells III for a two-point conversion that 
tied the game. Both teams scored touchdowns 
on their opening possessions of overtime. On 
their second possession, the Owls needed a 
touchdown to extend the game. The offense, 
unfortunately, was unable to deliver, as senior 
running back Darik Dillard was stuffed on a 
fourth down carry to win the game for North 
Texas. 

Head coach David Bailiff said the team made 
numerous mistakes in the game, including 

turnovers and penalties. 
“It’s really tough when you race out to a 

17-0 lead and then watch it slip away,” Bailiff 
said. “Too many turnovers, too many penalties; 
we gave up some big plays to North Texas. We 
gave up a long run, gave up a long pass when 
we missed a tackle. We had eight penalties 
today, and they seem to occur anytime we do 
something where we pick up a positive play.” 

Dillard said the loss could be attributed to 
the team letting up after a very fast start. 

“It wasn’t surprising that we got out to the 
good start,” Dillard said. “We can’t let up. We 
have to stay focused the entire way, and that’s 

0see FOOTBALL, page 11 
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Kidd’s Corner 
Soccer team shows loyalty and kindness in dedicating 
season to teammate struggling with health problems 

Senior Andi Bawcum takes aim at the ball during the Owls’ 3-0 victory over 
Louisiana Tech University on Saturday. The victory was the Owls’ second of 
the weekend after a 3-2 win over UTEP on Friday. Rice is now 2-0 in C-USA. 

sean chu/thresher 

Swinging 
away 

Roper creating legacy as 
Rice’s greatest runner 

“A person being ‘too busy’ is a myth,” Mandy 
Hale, a British actress, said. “People make time 
for the things that are really important to them.” 

This quote continues to resonate with me 
here at Rice. At Rice, you hear that word “busy” 
all the time. In fact, it’s nearly impossible to find 
somebody on campus who isn’t busy. But as Hale 
mentioned, no matter how frantic our lives are, 
we choose to make time for the things in life we 
care about. This is an important lesson to take to 
heart: one that I have recently discovered about 
myself and one that soccer senior midfielder 
Maddie Lundberg has learned as well. 

First, I’ll talk briefly about the harsh 
realization I came across a few weeks ago and 
then discuss Lundberg’s story. My story revolves 
around a student-athlete many may not have 
heard too much about. His name is Gavin 
Johnson. Johnson was a freshman catcher on 
the Rice baseball team last year. He was a hard 
worker, a quality clubhouse guy and somebody 
whom I interacted with countless times last 
season. Johnson didn’t play last season and, 
to his credit, did not let it bother him. He took 
a redshirt year and was below the depth chart 
behind three other Rice catchers. 

This year Johnson did not return to Rice but 
instead transferred to New Mexico Junior College. 
Here is the tough part for me. I didn’t even realize 
that he was gone. I was so caught up in my senior 
year and all that I had going on and my “busy” 
schedule that it didn’t resonate with me that 
Johnson was no longer in the clubhouse. In fact, 
I still haven’t called him or sent him a note to this 
day. That’s not who I aim to be: I was caught up 
in so many things that I lost sight of what was 
important, intentional or not. 

This led me to reach out and speak to 
Lundberg. She transferred to Rice from the 
Air Force Academy last year and played in 19 
matches (eight starts), scoring two goals for the 
Owls. Through my time covering the soccer team, 
I knew she was not playing to start the season 
but didn’t really investigate into why that was. It 
turns out that her absence was caused by a scary 
bout of health problems. 

Lundberg started having complications back 
in May when she suffered a seizure. The doctors 
still don’t know what exactly is causing these 
problems. Lundberg and the soccer team set 
a goal that she could be ready by Conference 
USA play, which began with last week’s match 
against the University of North Texas. However, 
her health regressed just a few weeks before 
the match to the point that she ended up in 
the hospital for an entire week. According to 
Lundberg, she was not alone even when she was 
away from the team--the team was not “too busy” 
for her. 

“All three coaches came to the hospital, and 
the last few times I had met with them I prepared 
[and] told myself that this [path to recovery] 
isn’t working … and in terms of a soccer player I 
[couldn’t offer] much,” Lundberg said. 

Lundberg said it broke her heart not being 
able to play, but she never expected what the 
team had decided to do for her next. 

The coaching staff returned a few days later 
and informed Lundberg that the coaches and 
soccer players had decided to dedicate the entire 
Conference USA season to her, beginning with 
the marquee matchup against UNT. 

Lundberg was able to attend the North Texas 

The 4th annual 
Boutique Clothing Sale 

� 
� 'ĞŶƚůǇ��ƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚ͕�sŝŶƚĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�EĞǁ�� 
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� 
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First Pick Party 
Thursday October 6th 
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ϮϯϱϮ�ZŝĐĞ��ůǀĚ� � 

game and said she was surprised once again 
when she entered the locker room. 

“I walked into the locker room and totally 
oblivious; it took me five to 10 minutes to 
notice that everybody had [Lundberg’s No. 20] 
wristbands on, and then I walked onto the field 
[to see the field had “20” painted on both sides] 
and it was complete shock,” Lundberg said. 

Lundberg said that if she could help the team 
in any way, even by being a motivation during 
the conference season, she would embrace that 
role. 

“It’s hard to explain the feeling to just know 
that even though I’m not out there [on the field], 
they are still supporting me so much,” Lundberg 
said. 

As for Lundberg’s health now, she said it is 
still touch and go. 

“It’s a day by day, hour by hour thing,” 
Lundberg said. “[Doctors are] still trying to figure 
out what’s up, but we’ve ruled out a lot of big 
things, so that’s good, but you [also] can’t treat 
what you don’t know,” Lundberg said. 

Through these difficult times, Lundberg said 
just being with the team continues to be huge for 
her. 

“Being with the team is huge for me. Just 
being able to go practice and watch them or 
be in the locker room with them for 15 minutes 
or [have] lunch with them,” Lundberg said. “I 
remember my first day I got here in the preseason 
I could not walk at all and I was having my dad 
basically carry me to the field because I [knew] 
I’d feel better if I [could] just see the girls.” 

Lundbergsaidshehaslearnedtheimportance 
of being able to depend on others when in a time 
of need. 

“I’m not so much a recluse but I like to 
be independent and do things on my own,” 
Lundberg said. “I’ve learned to depend on 
people, that’s why we’re here for each other. That 
[has been] a big stepping stone for me too.” 

That is the beauty of a team and the beauty 
of being intentional with our actions and our 
thoughts in general. The coaching staff and Rice 
soccer team stopped being “too busy” and took 
action to do something special for Lundberg. 

Far too many times as Rice students, we don’t 
step back, or in some cases, step out out of our 
comfortzonestoidentifytheopportunitiestofeed 
into the lives of those around us. If I go about my 
day or week knowing that somebody like Maddie 
is having a difficult time, and continue to do 
nothing about it, then I have failed to recognize 
and act upon what is truly important. Therefore, 
I encourage the Rice community to think twice 
about the dangers of being “too busy,” and to 
instead make time for those who matter to us. 

Kidd’s Korner is a column written by Michael 
Kidd. The opinions expressed in the column are 
solely his own. 

isaLove 
seniora 
Thresher 
writer 

Michael 

“I tell myself to stay humble, that any-
thing can happen,” Roper said. “I still have 
to work just as hard and it doesn’t make the 
running any easier.” 

Roper was not always committed to run-
ning. She was initially a two-sport athlete 
in high school on the volleyball and soccer 
teams. According to Roper, she only joined 

Andrew Grottkau 
Sports Editor 

Following her sophomore season, senior 
cross country runner Cali Roper did some-
thing no Rice runner had done before. She 
became the first Owl to earn the Conference 
USA Female Cross Country Athlete of the 
Year Award following a first place finish in 
the conference championships. Last year, 
she won it again. And she finished first at 
the conference championships. Again. 

The list of accolades goes on. Roper is the 
first Rice cross country runner to qualify for 
NCAA nationals in consecutive years since 
the mid-1980s. She has been on the Confer-
ence USA All-Academic team for two consec-
utive years. Last season, she was the Owls’ 
top finisher in all six meets as the team won 
the conference championship. Despite all of 
her accomplishments, Roper said that her 
success has not changed her approach to the 
sport. 

We have some great girls 
on the cross country team. 
With how good our team is 
this year, definitely our goal 
should be to try to qualify 
as a team for nationals. 

Cali Roper
Senior Cross Country Runner 

the cross country team due to a coach’s cold 
call. 

“[The cross country coach] gave me a 
house call,” Roper said. “That’s what’s so 
great about small towns. I told him I didn’t 
have enough time to be on the team but he so 
kindly worked around my schedule.” 

Thanks to that coach’s call, Roper began 
a standout high school career. She twice 
won the state championship in the 3200 me-
ter event. Then, in her senior season, she 
claimed the state championship in cross 
country. Eventually, Roper said she realized 
if she wanted to earn a scholarship to col-
lege, running was her best shot. According 
to Roper, the choice to come to Rice was an 
easy one. 

“As a young child, I remember telling my 
mom, ‘Oh, I want to go [to Rice],” Roper said. 
“When I came to Rice on my visit, it was 
clear that the education here would be the 
best and the coaches really care about the 
athletes.” 

Since she arrived on campus, she has suc-
ceeded both in and out of the classroom. As 
mentioned earlier, she is a two-year member 
of the Conference USA All-Academic team. 
Roper said that balancing athletics and aca-
demics has not been easy. 

“It can be overwhelming and I definitely 
learned that the hard way,” Roper said. “I 
was overcommitting myself and not enjoy-
ing the process. But I’ve had amazing men-
tors at Rice. By taking things one step at a 
time I’ve been able to achieve all my goals.” 

So far this season, the cross country 
team is off to a stellar start. It has won its 
first two meets, most recently a narrow two-
point victory over Baylor University to win 
the 17-team Texas A&M University Invita-
tional. Roper said she has high hopes for the 
defending conference champion Owls this 
season. 

“We have some great girls on the cross 
country team,” Roper said. “With how good 
our team is this year, definitely our goal 
should be to try to qualify as a team for na-
tionals.” 

After their undefeated start to the season, 
the Owls will continue to pursue that goal in 
the Rim Rock Classic in Lawrence, Kan. on 
Saturday, Oct. 1 at 9 a.m. 
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Will Rice senior Greg Campo lobs the ball to a teammate during last weekend’s water polo 
match against the University of Houston. Rice picked up the win and currently has a 3-4 record. 

Star coach building stand-
out club water polo team 

Craig Broadman 
Thresher Staff 

When Antonio Merlo came from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in 2014 to chair Rice’s 
economics department, he came with a lot 
more than a knowledge of economics and an 
Italian accent. Merlo, also the newly appoint-
ed Dean of the School of Social Sciences, 
brought with him a passion and a deep un-
derstanding of water polo that he hopes will 
bring Rice’s club team to an unprecedented 
level. 

According to Merlo, he did not want to 
add commitments to his already busy sched-
ule, but he changed his mind when he saw 
the Rice team playing his beloved sport last 
year. 

“Once again, the call for passion came,” 
Merlo said. “I was standing on the sidelines 
and then this amazing call came to me, say-
ing, ‘I think I can help this team.’” 

Now that we’re getting 
better, it’s fun to actually 
be competitive against 
the other teams, which 
is a thing that we didn’t 
always used to be. Even 
in games that we lose, 
for the most part, we give 
them a fair fight. 

Greg Campo
Senior Co-Captain 

Considering Merlo’s rich history in water 
polo — he played on the Italian Youth Nation-
al Team, joined a professional team in Italy, 
served as the head coach of the water polo 
team at University of Minnesota, founded the 
water polo program at New York University 
and coached the University of Pennsylvania 
water polo club team to an Ivy League Cham-
pionship, finishing fifth in the country dur-
ing the 2013 season — the Rice water polo 
team was glad to accept his help. 

Now the team’s head coach, Merlo said he 
believes his understanding of the game can 
help the team succeed. 

“A huge part of my coaching philosophy 
is ‘Let me see the talent I have, and how can 
I have this team play as well they possibly 
could?’” Merlo said. “I’ve been playing this 
sport for a long time so I understand and ap-
preciate that there are many ways of playing 

this game.” 
According to junior co-captain Alan 

Wang, the new coach not only brings a vast 
knowledge of water polo to the team, but a 
powerful intensity that never fails to moti-
vate them. 

“He is a constant [source of] energy,” 
Wang said. “He definitely brings out the best 
in us.” 

So far, that has translated into a 3-4 record 
on the year, including a 13-8 win against the 
University of Houston. It’s a vast improve-
ment from their 0-12 season last year, and se-
nior co-captain Greg Campo said the success 
is making the game more fun for everybody. 

“Now that we’re getting better, it’s fun 
to actually be competitive against the other 
teams, which is a thing that we didn’t always 
used to be,” Campo said, “Even in games 
that we lose, for the most part, we give them 
a fair fight.” 

Another key attribute to the team’s suc-
cess is graduate student Michael Shashoua, 
regarded as the team’s best player. According 
to Wang, Shashoua performs as an excep-
tional goalie. 

“That dude’s a monster,” Wang said. 
“He’s 5-foot-10, but in the water, he might 
as well be 7 feet. He’s really skilled, and he 
knows where he needs to be.” 

Shashoua played varsity water polo as an 
undergraduate student at the University of 
Southern California, where he won four con-
secutive Division I National Championships, 
before continuing his graduate studies at 
Pennsylvania, playing water polo under Mer-
lo. Wang said his previous experience under 
Merlo allows Shashoua to thrive. 

“He understands the coach’s expecta-
tions,” Wang said, “He helps us communi-
cate with the coach better.” 

However, the water polo team is not a one-
man show. Junior Will Deaderick, who, like 
Campo, had never played water polo before 
coming to Rice, provides a scoring threat, 
and graduate student Andre Fagundes an-
chors the offense as a set (center of the of-
fensive attack). According to Merlo, it will 
take more than just these three players for 
the team to succeed, as water polo is truly a 
team sport. 

If I could say what my legacy would be 
for this team, it would be for them to learn 
to play as a team,” Merlo said. “Respect the 
sport, appreciate the sport and understand 
that none of them individually can do much 
without the rest of the team.” 

Captains Wang and Campo noted that im-
proving team chemistry by getting players to 
practice together more consistently will cer-
tainly translate into wins, but Merlo said it’s 
about more than just winning. 

“You learn to respect your opponent,” 
Merlo said. “You learn to make sacrifices. 
You learn teamwork. It’s a sport that teaches 
you a lot of important lessons about life be-
cause it is a beautiful sport.” 

0FOOTBALL 
from  page  9  

something we really lost in the second quarter. 
And when you play a good team — especially a 
conference game — you can’t afford that.” 

It’s really tough when you 
race out to 17-0 lead and 
then watch it slip away. 
Too many turnovers, too 
many penalties; we gave 
up some big plays to North 
Texas. 

David Bailiff 
Football Head Coach 

The Owls were able to defeat North Texas 
last year by a score of 38-24, so this result 
represents a step back from what was a 
disappointing 2015. The same can be said of 
the game against Army, who the Owls defeated 
38-31 last year but lost to 31-14 this year. It is 
clear from these results that the Owls have 
regressed from a year ago, despite all of the 
optimism coming from Bailiff and the team’s 
players heading into the season. It is also 
unfortunately clear the issues that plagued the 
team a year ago — a propensity to give up big 
plays, backbreaking penalties, and turnovers 
— have followed them into 2016. 

There is still a long way to go in the season, 
but with a matchup against a Southern 
Mississippi Golden Eagles team that destroyed 
the Owls 65-10 last year on Homecoming night, 
things are not looking up. 

Bailiff said he was to blame for the poor 
start to the season and vowed that his team 
would work to turn things around. 

“All I know to do is to keep working through 

this,” Bailiff said. “The guys in there are 
hurting, and I’ve got to look at everything we’re 
doing and it starts with me. Players win these 
games, coaches lose them.” 

According to Stehling, the team must be 
unified in its effort to rebound from the winless 
start. 

“We have to stay together,” Stehling said. 
“We can’t be pointing fingers at anybody. 
Offense and defense, we’ve got to stay together 
and move forward next week.” 

As the losses continue to pile up, one has 
to wonder what changes may be coming to the 
football program. This is Bailiff’s 10th season 
as Rice’s head coach, and he is currently in 
the third year of a five-year contract. Under 
his tenure, the Owls have put together what 
is probably the most successful stretch in 
Rice football history. The Owls have reached 
four bowl games and won the Conference 
USA championship in 2013. Perhaps more 
impressively, he has instilled an expectation of 
success, at least within Conference USA. 

For the second consecutive year, however, 
it appears that the team will fall well short 
of those expectations. Though Bailiff has 
preached to his team and the media that there 
is “power in failure,” just how much patience 
the school will have with such failure remains 
to be seen. The team’s offensive strategy was 
particularly exposed in the first three games 
of the season, and in other facets of the game, 
the team has not been playing fundamentally 
sound football for the better part of two seasons, 
having committed many penalties, turned the 
ball over, and missed tackles, among others. 
Time will tell just what changes will come from 
a disappointing start to the season. 

For now, though, the Owls will focus 
on their upcoming game against Southern 
Mississippi, the reigning Conference USA 
West division champions. Led by an explosive 
rushing attack and senior quarterback Nick 
Mullens, the Golden Eagles will be a handful 
for the Owls. To pull out a victory, they will 
not only need to start the game as they came 
out of the gates against North Texas, but also 
find a way to be consistent with that level of 
performance throughout all four quarters. 

The Owls will look for their first win of the 
season on Saturday, Oct. 1 at 6 p.m. against 
the University of Southern Mississippi Golden 
Eagles (3-1 (1-0)). 

Tuesdays 
3:30-6:30 pm 

5600 Greenbriar Dr 
Houston, TX, 77005 

Entrance 13B 
Free Parking 

Want More Tetra?Bring this Ad (or a photo of it!) and 
get $5 extra when you spend $15 tetra! 

Valid Thru November 1st. 
farmersmarket.rice.edu 
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Backpage Rice Specific Horoscopes Presents 

Are you tired and afraid of the uncertainty of the future? Do you believe in knowledge and powers that transcend what you can see and understand? Are you a bit of a sucker 
who enjoys hearing words of comfort lightly tempered with ambiguously foreboding statements? 

We know the future, and we know that you will answer yes to at least one of these questions. That s why we ve been blazing phat getting in touch with our cosmic energies 
to bring you what you want: a horoscope based on your residential college. We couldn t have done this alone though. We ve teamed up with the Rice astrology* department to 

create the sophisticated models used to interpret the complex messages received from The Cosmos. 
*Note: if you’re interested in getting involved with Rice astrology, they meet at midnight of the full moon at Willy’s statue. First-timers get their own robes! 

Hanszen & Wiess 
While others might feel insecure about being so culturally irrelevant, you take pride in your … individuality. Also, family ties and cohesion are important to you. As a result, 
people appreciate your loyalty, but you may have a hard time extending your circle to include new members. Finally, your thrifty nature has lead to wealth, but don’t get too 
caught up in worldly possessions. 

SEEK OUT 
 

 

AVOID 

 

 
too set in old ways. Keep your eyes out for surprise chances to shake things up. 

SEEK OUT 

 

AVOID 
 

Sid 
 

 

SEEK OUT 
 

 

AVOID 
 

 

Baker,Lovett & Will Rice 

The Backpage is satire and written by Riley Robertson. For comments or questions, please email thresher@rice.edu. 

Duncan & McMurtry 
 

 
 

 

SEEK OUT 
 

Others 

 

AVOID 

 

 
of you. 

 
AVOID 

 
example. 

 
 
 

 
experiencing. 

SEEK OUT 

throughout the year, bringing you good luck and a simulated solar plexus. 
 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED LEGAL ASSISTANT NEEDED. Must be able to use Mac comput- TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and Energetic teach-

ers. Research, e-filing, draft memorandums of law, organize ers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible 
RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High School Math, and scan files, interact with public. Must be organized. Prefer schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and 
Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, Humanities, and high-achieving freshman or sophomore student to work 15- we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@testmasters. 
SAT?ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay is based 30 hrs/week. Salary commensurate with experience. Contact com. 
upon a variety of factors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re- poissant@sbcglobal.net 
sume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

DOGSITTER local Rice student, freshman/soph with car/bike. 
FREE HAIRCUT Hair Models Wanted. Will be cutting bobs, COrner Rice/Greenbriar. Long term as we travel frequently. 
pixie cut, mens clipper cut, and mens business shear. Salon Male, 33 lbs., friendly, on campus daily. Need Dec. 26-Jan.5, 
located in Rice Village please text name and style wanted to 2016. 2-3 wks at a time to 4 times/yr. 713-524-2641 or marray-
Jazzy @ 281-881-1444 sp@msn.com 

Shannon Klein 
The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any First copy free, second copy $5. Advertising Manager 

reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take responsibility for the Cash, check or credit card payment must accompany your classi- thresher-ads@rice.edu 
factual content of any ad. Printing an advertisement does not constitute fied advertisement, which must be received by 12 p.m. on the Friday P.O. Box 1892 
an endorsement by the Thresher. prior to publication. Houston, TX 77005-1892 

(713) 348-4801 

mailto:classi-thresher-ads@rice.edu
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