
            

     
    

     
    

     
   
      

    
     

 
      

     
     

     
      

  
    

 
 

     
     

      
 

    
     

 
   

     
   

    
  

   
   

 
    

    
    

     
      

    
 

 
    

     
    
      

   
 
 

   
     

     
     

 
    
   

      
 

    
    

    

    
     

    
  

  

 

 
  

   

     

     
 

   
  

   
 

   
    

    
   

   
   

  
   

       
    

     
     

      
    

   
 

    
  

 
      

 
    
      

  
   
    

      
    

      
     

  
   

     

    
    

   
   

     
   

    
      
   

    
    

    
 

      
   

    
      

 
      

     
 

     
     

      
       

    
 

 
   

 
      

        
    

  
    

 
     

      
 

 

     
 

     
     

     
      

       

 

 

 

 
 

  
    

    

     
      

 
      

     
 

     
    

     
    

     
 

     
  

     
 

       
 

    
    

 
     

  
    

       
 

    
    

 
      

    
 

     

   
    

       
 

    
      

     
    

     
   

 
    

       

       

 

 
 

UCourt holds 
hearing for 

Catalyst 
Abigail Panitz 

Thresher Staff 

The Rice University Court held a 
public hearing Sunday afternoon to 
deliberate on the revocation of Rice 
Catalyst’s blanket tax status. The 
hearing follows a complaint filed by 
Student Association president Griffin 
Thomas as a student on the Blanket 
Tax Committee. UCourt will release 
its decision on Catalyst’s blanket tax 
status Wednesday. 

Earlier in the spring, the BTC 
recommended to the SA that Catalyst 
receive blanket tax funding, and it 
was then granted blanket tax status 
by a majority student vote in the 
spring general election. 

Thomas, a Lovett College junior 
and acting-chair of the BTC at 
the time of the Catalyst funding 
decision, said in his complaint that 
Catalyst had not disclosed an annual 
source of funding from the Center for 
Civic Leadership to the BTC during 
its deliberations. He said Catalyst’s 
failure to disclose this source of 
funding, whether knowingly or 
unknowingly, stands in violation 
of several sections of the SA 
constitution, invalidating the BTC’s 
decision and by extension, Catalyst’s 
blanket tax status. 

I know for a fact 
that the CCL 
funding was not 
contractual. 

Sai Chilakapati
Catalyst Treasurer, 

Former SA Treasurer 

During the hearing, UCourt 
presented evidence of primarily 
email correspondences, followed by 
witness statements from Thomas, SA 
parliamentarian Annabelle McIntire-
Gavlick and Catalyst treasurer Sai 
Chilakapati. If the funding from 
the CCL is annual and permanent, 
UCourt said, Catalyst fails to meet the 
requirement for blanket tax funding 
that “all other reasonable means of 
acquiring funding” be exhausted. 

A piece of evidence in the case 
was an email correspondence 
between former co-editor in chief of 
the Catalyst Vijay Venkatesan (Baker 
’15), adviser of the Catalyst Daniel 
Wagner and Executive Director 
of the CCL Caroline Quenemoen, 
describing the CCL’s history of 
funding Catalyst. Emails showed 
that CCL had begun funding Catalyst 
for the 2014 publication year, giving 
them $2,100. For the 2015 year, 
Quenemoen offered $2,500, which 
Catalyst accepted. In 2016, the 
Catalyst student leaders requested 
$3,000 which was met by the CCL. 

In response to an inquiry Acting 
Vice-Chair Bailey Tulloch sent in 
advance of the hearing, Quenemoen 
described the email as offering 
funding annually to Catalyst. 

Sai Chilakapati, who served as 
SA treasurer but recused himself 

0see CATALYST, page 2 
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DIVERSITY AT RICE Students and administrators discuss concerns 
of underrepresented minority undergraduates 

Tenure and tenure-track faculty 

88.0% 
83.9% 

80.1% 

11.6% 

5.6% 
9.8% 
4.0% 

6.3% 
2.8% 

Fall 2000 Fall ’06 Fall ’15 

Black/African 
American 
Fall 2000: 2.6% 
Fall 2006: 2.1% 
Fall 2015: 1.9% 

Hispanic/Latino 

Asian 

Caucasian 

Not shown 

Native American 
Fall 2000: 0.2% 
Fall 2006: 0.2% 
Fall 2015: 0.0% 
Multi-racial 
Fall 2000: 0.0% 
Fall 2006: 0.0% 
Fall 2015: 0.8% 

New students 

Fall ’15 

Unknown: 2% 

Multiracial: 4% 

Black/African 
American: 6% 

International, 
any race: 12% 

Hispanic/
Latino: 13% 

Asian: 26% 

Caucasian: 37% 

*domestic faculty included only Source: President Leebron Fall 2015 Town Hall Source: Rice Office of Institutional Research 

Minority student group pushes for change 
Anita Alem & 

Andrew Ligeralde 
News Editor & Assistant News Editor 

A coalition of students called the 
Students of Color Collective has been 
collaborating with administration to 
improve underrepresented minority 
students’ experiences. 

The Collective is comprised 
of members of the Black Student 
Association and the Hispanic 
Association for Cultural Enrichment 
at Rice. They are working on long-
term initiatives including creating 
a multicultural student center, 
increasing faculty and undergraduate 
student diversity, clarifying Rice’s 
policy toward undocumented 
students and potentially introducing 
a black studies major. 

Baker College senior Gaby Barrios, 
a member of the Collective, said the 
group hoped to ensure that minority 
students, whose experiences are 
often different from the majority, are 
better included in Rice’s vision for 
students. 

“There is a stress on progress at 
this university, Barrios said. “That 
progress can look like advances in 
STEM [or] entrepreneurship, but we 
wanted to also be included in those 
kinds of conversations,” Barrios said. 

The Collective has launched 
initiatives to examine Rice’s financial 
aid package and increase the 
percentage of underrepresented 
minority undergraduates. 

Additionally, due to the work of the 
group, several questions regarding 
diversity and Rice’s climate were 
included in the Survey of All Students 
and the Senior Exit Survey. 

The Collective’s beginnings 
Wiess College senior Blaque 

Robinson, who conceived the idea 
for the Collective, said she began to 
question the campus environment for 
black students in the wake of student 
protests at the University of Missouri 
and Yale University in the fall semester. 

“Through research and 
involvement in the black 
community I have heard a myriad 

of disheartening stories about the 
experiences of black students on 
Rice campus,” Robinson said. 

Robinson spoke with Associate 
Dean of Undergraduates and Director 
of Multicultural Affairs Catherine 
Clack and Dean of Undergraduates 
John Hutchinson, and reached out to 
Black Student Association President 
Jonathan Price to join her. 

Price, a McMurtry College senior, 
encouraged all black students to 
attend a meeting in November to 
discuss their experiences and ideas for 
administrative measures to address 
them. Hutchinson and Clack attended 
the meeting to listen to concerns but 
did not speak, according to Robinson. 

“I wanted us to improve so 
students could see the benefits of a 
flourishing student body from a more 
inclusive environment,” Price said. 
“Make no mistake, this process scared 
me. I wondered what people would 
think, if I would make things worse, 
and if I was making the right choices.” 

Instead of holding a general 
meeting, Barrios said HACER gathered 

over 100 responses about students’ 
experiences through a survey. 

“BSA members had already been 
thinking about this in a complex way, 
and were ready to speak about it on a 
greater platform, given the vocabulary 
from conversations happening 
nationwide,” Barrios said. “Our 
[Latino] population is a little more 
reticent; we have less precedence 
in talking about what it means to 
be a Latino or a Latina in a higher 
education space.” 

According to Barrios, responses 
ranged from students who said 
they felt completely welcome at 
Rice to those that said they did not 
feel comfortable because of their 
ethnicity. 

“If there is a population that’s 
dissatisfied, we need to do something,” 
Barrios said. “Yes, there are people 
who are satisfied and more reticent 
to talk to administration, [and] we’re 
so happy that they’re satisfied, but we 
also feel like not everything is the way 
it could be ideally.” 

0see COLLECTIVE, page 2 

SA organizes sit-in to protest credit limit vote 
Anita Alem 
News Editor 

The Student Association is 
organizing a sit-in to protest the 
Committee for Undergraduate 
Curriculum proposal to limit the 
number of credit hours undergraduate 
students may enroll in each semester. 

According to the SA, the Faculty 
Senate will very likely pass the 
proposal on Wednesday. The sit-in 
will occur at noon at Founder’s Room 
in Lovett Hall, where the Faculty 
Senate meets. 

“The sit-in will be a peaceful 
protest to demonstrate just how 
upset students are by the CUC’s 
proposal,” the SA’s description for 
the Facebook event states. “Our goal 
is not to disrupt or disrespect the 
Faculty Senate, but just ensure our 
voice is heard.” 

According to SA President Griffin 
Thomas, the Faculty Senate will 
complete one vote for all of the 
CUC’s proposals. CUC subcomittee 
member Dorin Azerad said this 
proposal would lower the current 

limit of 20 hours for all students to a 
maximum of 17 hours for freshmen 
and a maximum of 18 hours for all 
other students, lower the petition 
limit to 21 hours from 24 and move 
petition reviews from the dean’s 
office to major departments. A 
shopping period for courses would 
allow students to register for up to 20 
hours during the first week of classes. 

Response to the proposal has 
been mostly negative, with 87 
percent out of 1,010 students against 
it in a survey. 

Thomas said several students 
approached him about protesting, so 
the SA decided to host the event to 
ensure student concerns are heard 
in a nondisruptive manner. Thomas 
said he has spoken with the Speakar 
of the Faculty Senate James Weston 
and President David Leebron about 
the proposal. 

I am truly grateful for their 
thoughtful consideration of 
student concerns,” Thomas said. 
“Unfortunately, the decision was still 
made to move forward with a vote on 
the proposal. 

Student response to credit limit 
out of 1,010 students participating 

Against: 87% 

Oth

er/neutral: 1% 
For: 12% 

Source: SA Subcommittee White Paper on CUC Credit Hour Limit Proposal 

https://RICETHRESHER.ORG
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Teaching awards recognize 
professors, student teacher 

sirui zhou/thresher 

Despite more than five inches of rain, Housing and Dining workers came 
Thank you in to work in the serveries and ensure students had access to food. Rice 

University was closed for two consecutive days in response to the floods. 

Jaecey Parham 
Thresher Staff 

Among hundreds of professors on campus, 
only a select few receive honors from Rice’s 
George R. Brown Center for Teaching Excellence 
each year. This year, nine professors were select-
ed for Superior Teaching awards and Bo Kim, a 
McMurtry College senior, received the inaugural 
Student-Taught Course Teaching Award. 

Superior Teaching awards are selected by the 
Committee on Teaching and based in large part 
on alumni votes. 

Lisa Balabanlilar, an associate professor of 
history whose focus is the Mongol Empire, re-
ceived the most votes overall, earning her the 
Brown Teaching Excellence award. Balabanlilar 
also received a Superior Teaching award in 2014 . 

According to Balabanlilar, her experience as a 
resident fellow at McMurtry College for five years 
gave her insight into the lives of students, which 
has affected her teaching. 

“[I was] able to observe [what] the pressures 
and the schedules are of the students on cam-
pus,” Balabanlilar said. “I try to stay very rigor-
ous, while at the same time being aware of what 
goes on in the students’ lives.” 

Michael Gustin, a professor of biosciences 
and six-time winner of the Superior Teaching 
award, received the George R. Brown Certificate 
of Highest Merit, a lifetime achievement award 
also based on alumni votes. Faculty members are 
retired from the awards process after this honor. 

“[Gustin] clearly inspires his students with his 
own enthusiasm and passion for his subject mat-
ter,” Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said. “Dr. Gustin is [also] a leader on the faculty, 
as Chair of the Faculty Fellows of the Center for 
Teaching Excellence and as Chair of the Commit-
tee on Teaching.” 

According to Gustin, an educator since 1988, 
experimentation through trial and error have 
been vital to his teaching. 

“I’m not afraid to try things,” Gustin said. “Ev-
ery year I make a list of things I could try and ev-
ery year I’ve been a teacher I’ve tried new things.” 

A fellow lifetime achievement award winner 
is Dennis Huston, an English professor who was 
recognized in 1988. Huston received the Nicholas 

0CATALYST 
FROM PAGE 1 

from BTC deliberations on Catalyst, said he had 
not seen this email. 

Chilakapati said the BTC’s only inquiry during 
deliberations on the nature of Catalyst’s funding 
was whether the CCL’s funding was annual, 
without following up or clarifying the definition 
of the term. 

“I took [the term ‘annual’] to the nature 
of the very legal definition [which to me] was 
‘contractual’ and I know for a fact that the CCL 
funding was not contractual,” Chilakapati, a 
Hanszen College junior, said. 

Chilakapati said funding from the CCL could 
change with leadership in the CCL or with a 
decrease in funding available. 

Chilakapati said he had followed up with the 
BTC regarding its questions on Catalyst’s budget 
and met Thomas privately to discuss his concerns. 

When questioning McIntire-Gavlick, a Lovett 
junior, Tulloch asked her how the BTC would 
define annual funding. Tulloch continued the 
questioning by asking if McIntire-Gavlick defines 
annual funding as funding that would reach into 
the extended future. 

“I think we can pick apart the semantics of 
the word ‘annual’ but to a certain extent [it comes 
down to whether] this funding [is] consistent and 
will be given every year,” McIntire-Gavlick said. 

When questioned, Thomas brought up 
Chilakapati’s role in the BTC review meeting 
of the Catalyst. Chilakapati said he answered 
questions directly as well as conversationally, and 
contacted other Catalyst members when he was 
asked questions to which he did not know the 
answer. He said he was open about the Catalyst’s 
relationship with the CCL. 

“I did say [in the BTC meeting] I was 
looking forward to working with [the CCL],” 
Chilakapati  said. 

Thomas said the misunderstanding was a 
result of lack of communication about the budget 
within the Catalyst members. 

“In conversations with [Chilakapati] and 
[Subramanian] they honestly didn’t know 
funding is available, so I’m not accusing them 
of malice,” he said. “[The information] was 
just not passed down and so they responded 
incorrectly.” 

Salgo Distinguished Teacher Award, which is se-
lected by junior and senior undergraduates. 

Brett Gutstein, a Lovett College junior, was a 
part of Huston’s First-Year Writing Intensive Semi-
nar during his freshman year. According to Guts-
tein, Huston’s interest in his students and passion 
for his subject are testament to his excellence. 

“[I was] extremely impressed by how engag-
ing and high-energy his classes were,” Gutstein 
said. “I became friends with him through these 
meetings, and he has been a great mentor to me 
for my entire Rice career.” 

Huston said there are many positives to being 
a professor, but one benefit of being in the English 
field stands out from the rest. 

“The best part of being an English teacher is 
you get to read good shit,” Huston said. 

Kim won the Student-Taught Course Teaching 
Award for his class ‘Understanding Asian Amer-
ica Through Food,’ offered in both the fall and 
spring semesters. 

Kim said his course, an Asian-American his-
tory course disguised as a food course, is lecture 
and discussion based. 

“The food is the lens by which I look at certain 
historical issues,” Kim said. “I thought it would 
be a little more fun in terms of food.” 

Kim said he has noticed two particular ben-
efits from teaching a STC. 

“On a selfish level it’s nice to have my little 
soapbox where I can talk about things I think re-
ally matter, but much more fulfilling than that has 
been being able to create that sort of thinking and 
knowledge in other people,” Kim said. “It’s a re-
ally great feeling to have a sort of impact on the 
way someone thinks about the world.” 

Another award, the Sophia Meyer Farb Prize 
for Teaching, was given to Philip Ernst, an assis-
tant professor of statistics. 

According to Ernst, who came to Rice in 2014, 
one of the challenges of teaching is thinking 
about a subject from a student’s perspective. 

“You try to get inside the mind of someone 
learning it for the first time and ask yourself, 
‘What questions would I have if I were seeing it 
for the first time?’” Ernst said. “I think if you do 
that, then you’re a great instructor.” 

See the names of all teaching award winners 
online at www.ricethresher.org. 

Thomas said he saw this as a dangerous 
precedent. 

“Next year when we [evaluate proposals] 
an organization could turn a blind eye to past 
budgeting practices and unknowingly give us 
false information and just continue on as a 
Blanket Tax organization,” he said. 

Ajay Subramanian, co-editor in chief of the 
Catalyst, was also present at the hearing and he 
asked to speak once all witnesses had come up. 

The decision made to 
recommend Catalyst was 
by more than two people. 

Ajay Subramanian
Catalyst Co-Editor in Chief 

Subramanian said he questioned the decision 
of the UCourt to call forward only a few witnesses. 

“I find it hard to believe that [this] is due 
diligence,” he said. “You’re getting two very 
polarized opinions, whereas the decision made 
by the [BTC] to recommend Catalyst was by more 
than two people; in fact the voting was done by 
neither of the two people you’ve been talking to. 
I find it incredibly hard to believe that [Thomas] 
can speak for all of those people.” 

Thomas responded to this concern. 
“I don’t necessarily disagree but I would say 

that I was acting-chair for this case so I do have 
the authority to speak on behalf of the committee 
for this decision,” he said. 

After the hearing, Chilakapati said he found 
the UCourt hearing to be very confusing, although 
he said this is the first UCourt process he has 
experienced. 

“To my understanding, this process seemed 
very much different from the process highlighted 
on the UCourt [website],” Chilakapati said. 
“In terms of the hearing, I thought it was 
very uneducated for them to not call on our 
organization’s EIC to speak on behalf of Catalyst.” 

0COLLECTIVE 
FROM PAGE 1 
Collaboration, not negotiation 

Hutchinson, Provost Marie Lynn Miranda 
and President David Leebron are involved with 
the initiatives, among other administrators. 
According to Barrios, working with faculty and 
administration has been collaborative. 

“All of the administrators we have spoken 
with have been extremely receptive, extremely 
prompt in responding and have definitely 
listened to our concerns and agree that it is time 
to make a change,” Barrios said. 

On Feb. 15, the Collective presented a 
proposal to Leebron and Miranda regarding 
their initiatives. Robinson said subsequent 
meetings with the administration struck a 
different tone than the student protests that 
have occurred at many other universities, 
where animosity has divided students and 
administration. 

“We’re trying to work with administration 
without putting them on blast,” Robinson said. 
“We want to hold them accountable, but in a 
different way than has been done before.” 

Leebron said many of the Collective’s aims 
reflected concerns that had been expressed 
previously by administration and faculty. 

Leebron said Rice has made some progress 
by increasing the number of matched 
QuestBridge scholars and expanding the 
number of African-American matriculants 
from an average of 40 per year to 65 per year in 
the span of 15 years. However, he said there is 
still work to be done. 

“Our commitments to diversity haven’t 
always been as successful as we want,” Leebron 
said. “But I think there’s been no ambiguity as 
to our commitment to diversity.” 

Miranda said a group comprised of the 
academic school, dubbed the Deans Council, 
has worked over the past year to specifically 
address key issues including faculty diversity. 
Over the past 10 years, the number and 
percentage of Asian faculty members has 
increased, while the number and percentage of 
black faculty members has decreased. 

“A diverse faculty is a goal broadly embraced 
across campus,” Miranda said. “The best faculty 
and students tend to want to be at a place that’s 
diverse, regardless of their own background.” 

Miranda added that faculty diversity would 
not be achieved overnight. 

“If you want to work on faculty diversity, 
you’re in it for the long haul,” Miranda said. 

Sid Richardson College senior Katherine 
McElroy, a member of the Collective who is 
working on Orientation Week concerns and the 
group’s website, agreed that diversity is not just 
a matter of achieving target numbers. 

“Our goal is not quantitative, but 
qualitative,” McElroy said. “Our main concern 
is the culture on campus, and it doesn’t matter 
how many people we accept or offer tenure 
tracks. If they don’t have a physical and visible 
presence in the Rice culture, then our work is all 
for naught.” 

Miranda said the Collective also placed a 
renewed emphasis on issues that have not yet 
been addressed, such as unclear financial aid 
and admissions policies for undocumented 
immigrant students. Leebron has designated a 
working group to clarify these policies. 

“The administration knew they had 
undocumented students, but it was helpful for 
students to shine the spotlight on the issue,” 
Miranda said. 

A multicultural center is on the list of 
priorities for an RMC renovation, according to 
both Miranda and Leebron. Leebron said while 
this would represent a significant expenditure, 
he is receptive to the idea. 

According to Miranda, a new program of 
study may be introduced, though it remains to 
be seen whether there is enough interest from 
faculty and students. While several students 
have dubbed this a “black studies major,” 
Miranda said she was hesitant to give it a name 
at this point, since planning has not yet begun. 

“One of the questions is, is it a black studies 
major?” Miranda said. “Is it a cultural studies 
major? Would it be a program in inequality?” 

While exact details of the initiative are still 
in the works, Miranda said the administration is 
impressed by the Collective’s efforts so far. 

“Since I started, I’ve been so impressed 
with thoughtful, collaborative engagement 
that the students here bring to everything,” 
Miranda said. 

Value in discretion 
Duncan College sophomore Juan Valenzuela 

and Hanszen College freshman Sydney Knight 
are also members of the Collective. It was no 
mistake that the efforts of the Collective were 
not released publicly, according to Valenzuela, 
Knight and McElroy. They said the Collective’s 
discretion was in the best interest of the 
student body. 

“We are using discretion to the advantage 
of our constituents,” the three said. “We are 
not looking for recognition for our efforts but 
for a better culture for our friends. We have 
the information we need from the people who 
wanted to be heard, so we don’t see the merit in 
disclosing everything.” 

Leebron said because the initiatives were 
still a work in progress, discretion prevented the 
spread of misinformation across campus. 

“We hoped when everything became 
more public, it would be accurately public,” 
Leebron said. 

Barrios said the Collective is exercising 
caution, but she is pleased with the progress the 
group has made. 

“We’re being very cautious because we don’t 
want anything to be misconstrued, and we’re 
very happy with the way things are going so far,” 
Barrios said. This is an ongoing conversation.” 

Leebron said the conversations with the 
Collective reflected Rice’s strong sense of 
community. 

“[The conversations] evolved in a way 
consistent with a culture of care and respect, the 
assumption that people are in these processes 
with goodwill,” he said. 

www.ricethresher.org
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Honor Council changes 
penalty structure 

sirui zhou/thresher 

University of Texas, Austin student and organizer Loyce Gayo spoke Satur-
day at the Channeling Passion into Action Conference, organized by Martel 
College senior Chavonte Wright and Wiess College senior Blaque Robinson. 

Paradigm 
lost 

Claire Weddle 
Thresher Staff 

Rice’s Honor Council has announced changes 
to its penalty system: It will base penalties in pro-
portion to the grade weighting of assignments 
found in violation. Honor Council made the pen-
alty structure changes to bring more consistency 
to their decisions, according to Honor Council 
Chair Katie Jensen. Jensen said the new structure 
will serve as a case’s baseline punishment before 
consideration of other unique factors. 

“Implementing the weight percentages [is] a 
starting point,” Jensen, a Lovett College junior, 
said. “It’s to have more transparency and better 
clarity in how we reach our penalty decisions.” 

An email was sent to students from resi-
dential college Honor Council representatives 
explaining the consensus penalty structure. 
The email described the new system as using in-
creasing penalties for larger assignments, such 
as a one letter grade reduction for assignments 
worth under 5 percent of a course and a two let-
ter grade reduction for those worth between 5 
and 12 percent. 

Jensen said Honor Council decided to make 
the changes after receiving an influx of cases 
from computer science classes right before sum-
mer break in 2015. 

“Council was unable to convene in the sum-
mer of 2015 because not enough members were 
present in Houston to hear cases, so we had to 
deal with the cases when we came back [in the 
fall],” Jensen said. 

Jensen said the large number of cases made 
the Council realize the need for consistency in 
punishment, though she said every case has spe-
cial factors. 

“It is important to remember that every case 
is different and has different circumstances,” 
Jensen said. 

Honor Council representative and working 
group member Alex Metcalf worked last semes-
ter to gauge student and faculty opinion on the 
honor system at Rice. 

“One common opinion between the faculty 
and students is that everyone values the honor 
system,” Metcalf, a Will Rice College junior, said. 
“Pretty much every single person that came back 
to us said they valued it.” 

Metcalf said he believes the new penalty 
structure will bring more clarity to Rice as a 
whole. 

“I think it is going to provide more informa-
tion for people, so students and faculty members 
who really want to understand what actually 
goes on in the honor system have a better place 
to start,” Metcalf said. 

CONSENSUS PENALTY STRUCTURE CHANGES: 
1. Deliver penalties proportionally to weight 
of assignment. 

2. Increase transparency, consistency. 

3. Serve as baseline before consideration of 
other unique factors. 
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Hannah Todd 

currently a member of the Critical Thinking 
in Sexuality Task Force, which is working 
to develop a sexuality course for new 
students. UPDATE “James has already done a great deal 
on campus to make Rice a more inclusive 
university,” Thomas said. “He is extremely 
competent and brings an extraordinary 

by Drew Keller, News Editor 

Senate to vote on introducing a director of government relations knowledge base to the SA and the Senate.” 
Carter said he was surprised when 

The Student Association Senate will has the ability to voice an opinion as these Thomas approached him about the 
vote Wednesday on the creation of a initiatives are developed.” position, but that he is looking forward to 
director of government relations position, Thomas said he did not have a specific working for the campus community. 
who would advise the Senate about candidate in mind for the position. Carter said he had several specific 
governmental initiatives. “[I] will be opening an application projects in mind that he hoped to work 

SA President Griffin Thomas introduced later this week if the Senate approves the on as associate vice president, such as a 
the legislation in March. He said the impact position,” Thomas said. “I would hope to person of color ally training. 
of governmental policies and changes on have this person appointed by our first “[The] training that will equip students, 
the student body necesitates the creation meeting in the fall.” faculty and staff with skills and tools 
of the position. Thomas said some of the specifics of James Carter, a Brown College junior, necessary in having effective and beneficial 

“As we have seen, initiatives like Texas’ the position could be worked out at a later was confirmed as Student Association conversations about and with students of 
campus carry law and HERO, politics time. Associate Vice President at the April 13 color,” Carter said. 
outside the hedges can very much have “Initially, the real goal of the position meeting of the SA Senate. Carter also said he wants to address 
an impact on our experience at Rice and would be educational but once the person As associate vice president, a position decisions that are made at the residential 
in the city of Houston,” Thomas, a Lovett has been appointed and I understand his which was newly created this month by a college level. 
College junior, said. “I want to ensure that or her strengths better, we’ll work to better Senate bill, Carter will assist SA President “I want to better involve our diversity 
the SA Senate and the student body is define the responsibilities of the position,” Griffin Thomas on diversity-related projects. facilitators and other student resources in 
being kept aware of these initiatives and Thomas said. Thomas, a Lovett College junior, said our college decisions so that we don’t forget 

Carter will work on Senate, student body about our often marginalized students 
and administration diversity. Carter is a when we make decisions about party 
member of the Students of Color Collective themes [and] college night themes and as Senate forms committee to oversee changes to constitution (see pg. 1). Carter also previously served we constantly evaluate what it means to be 
as an Orientation Week coordinator and is a community,” Carter said. 

The Student Association Senate voted greatly expanded in the last several years 
April 13 to convene the Committee of Con- due to many additions. 
stitutional Revisions with the goal of re- “Just five years ago, the Constitution Vote confirms replacement 
forming some of the “procedural deficien- was a third of the size it currently is,” external vice president cies” in the Constitution, according to the Thomas said. “The SA parliamentarian 
legislation. and I are hoping that the Committee can Hannah Todd was elected Student As-

The legislation was introduced by SA help to clarify and streamline certain pro- sociation external vice president in an 
President Griffin Thomas, Internal Vice cedures like the Blanket Tax, election and uncontested election last week. Todd, a 
President Komal Luthra and Parliamen- changeover processes, among others. “ sophomore who was previously Wiess 
tarian Annabelle McIntire-Gavlick. According to the legislation, McIntire- College senator, has served as Interim 

“The SA Constitution is a towering 110- Gavlick will chair the revision committee. EVP for the last three weeks following 
page document that is too prescriptive The members of the committee will be ap- her nomination by SA President Griffin 
of best practices when it doesn’t need to pointed by Thomas. Thomas. 
be: It is not a pragmatic governing docu- “Our hope is that by streamlining these Todd ran in the general election EVP 
ment,” Thomas said. processes, we will be able to assure more race in February, coming in second place, 

Thomas, a Lovett College junior, noted transparency and accountability,” Thom- but Justin Onwenu, the winner, resigned 
that the length of the Constitution has as said. before taking office for personal reasons. 

James Carter 

Newly created SA associate vice 
president position filled 
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Administration should 
listen to student voices 

Amid a flurry of RSVPs, the Student Asso-
ciation claimed on their Facebook event for the 
CUC protest that the Faculty Senate will “likely 
approve” the widely contested credit hour limit 
proposal (p. 1). While how the Faculty Senate in-
tends to vote has not been confirmed, the fierce 
student opposition to the CUC’s proposal makes 
it perfectly clear that if the administration cares 
at all about our voices, they will vote “no.” 

700 students (and counting) have expressed 
either interest or commitment to the SA’s sit-in 
protest event on Facebook, and 87 percent of 
respondents in an SA survey have opposed the 
proposal. If the Faculty Senate votes to approve 
the credit hour limits, it will be one of the most 
blatant confirmations of everything that many 
Rice students may have already suspected: The 
administration does not care about our voices. 

The SA’s response to the proposal has been 
an example of good leadership. Not only did the 
SA gather students’ responses through surveys, 
but they also gave a thorough presentation dur-
ing a Senate meeting outlining student con-
cerns as well as other alternatives to solve the is-
sue at hand. That the Faculty Senate has moved 
to vote so quickly feels likes deception, and that 
other possible alternatives were ignored. 

What is the point of conducting surveys 
across residential colleges to gauge student 
opinion if student opinion holds no weight? 
Why do we act as though the Student Senate 
has any form of oversight? Why does the SA 
bother to provide suggestions for alternatives 
when ultimately, these options are ignored in fa-
vor of the original, highly unpopular proposal? 

A vote by the Faculty Senate to approve 
this proposal is a slap in the face to the many 
students who have voiced their legitimate con-
cerns, and will shatter any remaining illusion 
that Rice students have a say in their education. 

Efforts of minority student 
group must be supported 

When Rice wins accolades like best quality 
of life and best race and class interactions, it is 
easy for the majority of students to believe Rice 
is immune from the issues around race occur-
ring on campuses nationwide (p. 1). However, 
the work of the Students of Color Collective has 
shown that progress is needed not only from an 
administrative perspective but from the student 
body as a whole to shift our culture. The com-
mendable efforts of the Collective will have a 
positive impact on all students at Rice, not just 
those who are underrepresented. Every student 
on campus should support this effort to make 
Rice fully welcoming to all. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the 
piece’s author. 

Errata 
In the April 13 issue, the photo on page 11 by 

Marissa Topolski was incorrectly identified as 
Jenny Fichera. In the same issue, “MECH majors 
call for change” (p. 1) incorrectly stated MECH is 
the second largest major by enrollment at Rice. 
MECH is the second largest engineering major 
and the fourth largest major overall. 

CUC proposal in spirit of ‘no upper limit’? 
A few years ago, the banners that currently 

line the inner loop marked milestones and 
achievements of Rice students, faculty and 
supporters. Many of these banners contained 
the words “no upper limit.” Edgar Odell 
Lovett, Rice’s first president, coined this 
phrase when he said in his 1912 inaugural 
speech: 

“The new institution … aspires to 
university standing of the highest grade … For 
the present it is proposed to assign no upper 
limit to its educational endeavor.” 

This idea has guided the achievements 
of many Rice leaders, faculty, students and 
alumni throughout our university’s history, as 
shown by those banners that lined the inner 
loop. While the phrase means something 
different to everyone at Rice, I believe it means 

that everyone at Rice can do anything they 
set their mind to, including taking more than 
five or six classes in a semester. The current 
proposal by the Committee on Undergraduate 
Curriculum to limit credit hours among new 
students and undergraduates undermines this 
idea of “no upper limit.” A limit to the number 
of credit hours would impose an upper limit 
on the ability of students to develop their 
academic careers and pursue their dreams. 

Many have written to the Thresher about 
this topic, and many have spoken to student 
representatives, faculty and administration. 
Over a thousand students responded to a 
survey on the proposal, and 87 percent of 
them expressed opposition to it. The CUC 
should acknowledge students’ engagement 
with this issue and listen to students when 

Letter to the Editor: 
Start funding teaching at Rice 

I write to applaud you for your recent 
editorial, and the article which preceded 
it, on the current state of the mechanical 
engineering department at Rice. I also write 
to say that, as an alumna, I am appalled by 
what I have read. 

When the French department, which 
granted me a B.A. and M.A., stopped 
accepting graduate students and shuttered 
its graduate program, I understood. After 
all, by then I had earned a Ph.D. and knew 
academic jobs were becoming increasingly 
rare. If anything, I applauded the French 
department for being responsible, vis-
a-vis its students. And when the French 
department, to whom I owe my career, 
ceased to exist and was folded into classical 
and European studies, I understood. After 
all, I had just joined a French department 
that had just merged with another Romance 
language department. I understood that 
this was the new reality for the humanities 
and languages in particular. Unfortunately, 
this did not even upset me, for academics 
in the humanities have been conditioned 
to accept our lot as second-class citizens of 
universities. 

But, when I read an article describing the 
MECH department in terms similar to what 
I have become accustomed to, describing 

budget woes worse than most language 
departments experience, well, for once, 
I could not and did not understand. As a 
faithful contributor, in time and money, to 
Rice since graduating in 2000, I am finally 
asking the question I have never asked 
before: Where is the money going? If it is not 
going to our humanities departments, nor 
to our engineering departments, then I dare 
say there is a problem. In fact, there is a very 
big problem. 

Perhaps it is time to put all of these 
“leadership” endowments on hold for a 
while and start funding “teaching” at Rice. 
After all, correct me if I am wrong, but the 
main purpose of a university is to instruct 
students, and at Rice this should be done 
at the highest level possible. This, clearly, 
is not happening right now. I have never 
felt disappointed in my alma mater, but 
today I truly am. The current state of affairs 
with regards to MECH and countless other 
departments at Rice is unacceptable and 
changes must be made immediately. 

Felisa Vergara Reynolds 
Will Rice College 
Class of 2000, 2002 

ONLINE 

Visit ricethresher.org/opinion to hear Alura 
Vincent’s call for more understanding of and 

participation in student run businesses. 

“ ... Everyone that I have talked to has grown in some 
way by being involved in an SRB. I am thankful that 
Rice University supports the SRBs and provides such 
an excellent, hands-on learning experience for stu-
dents. My hope is that the entire Rice community, 
students, faculty and staff included, will see the value 
of this program, better understand how SRBs func-
tions, and become more involved in each of the SRBs! 

“ 

Alura Vincent 
Martel College junior 

The Rice Thresher, the official student newspaper 
at Rice University since 1916, is published each 
Wednesday during the school year, except during 
examination periods and holidays, by the students 
of Rice University. 

Letters to the Editor must be received by 5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to publication and must be 
signed, including college and year if the writer is 
a Rice student. The Thresher reserves the rights 
to edit letters for content and length and to place 
letters on its website. 

deciding on the proposal, since the proposal 
affects students. At the very least, the CUC 
should remember the words of one of the 
first men who helped make Rice the place it 
is today and think about what he might say in 
the current discussions on campus. 

AJ Barnes 
MartelColle 
junior 

R2 RICE WRITES 
Editor’s Note: “Resolution” seemed to 

be the perfect theme to fit our last Monthly 
Contest of the year. Likewise, this piece 
is beautiful, profound, and wowed every 
member of the committee — the perfect poem 
to round out a great year of submissions that 
have brought true insight for each prompt. 
We hope this poem will bring you a bit of 
resolution, whatever it may be, as you push 
through the end of the semester! 

—Bailey Tulloch, R2 Monthly Contest 
Committee Head 

Sylvia 
by Ian Morell 

Since July she’s appeared before me, 
always after the bright morning 
bile has settled, the meticulous coating 
of each tooth. Words of bone 

white light crackle through 
her fingertips, caressing 
my neck like blades and 
valium thoughts. 

Eyes shut I can find you dancing, 
swimming through jet lounges. 
She reminds me of you without 
the broken cul-de-sac tattoo. 

You move both time and sky 
the way dad used to lie 
and take my splinters 
out with a knife; you rise 

to fall or maybe it is all 
a misunderstanding like those poor 
lemming bastards 
migrating, minding their business. 

Her technicolor spit, a wild mix 
of ash and berries; and you… 
pores dripping soft hellfire mixing 
mind with action. 

Was it you or her 
at the Tremont 
who finally spoke— 

“God. 
An orange hospice house 
is the only thing I can imagine anymore.” 

Editorial and business offices are located on the 
second floor of the Ley Student Center: 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 
Phone (713) 348-4801 
Email: thresher@rice.edu 
Website: www.ricethresher.org 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of 
the Thresher editorial staff. All other opinion pieces 
represent solely the opinion of the piece’s author. 

The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA and 
CMBAM  © Copyright 2015 
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paid for by the student association 

Accomplishments of the 2015-16 Term: 

Members of the Month for the 2015-16 Term 
Vi Nguyen: Director of Technology 

Hannah Todd: Wiess Senator 
Blessing Falade: Campus Appreciation Committee Chair 

Sanjana Ranganathan, Reilly Brooks: Wellbeing Committee Chairs 

Griffin Thomas 
SA President 

Komal Luthra 
SA Internal Vice President 

Hannah Todd 
SA External Vice President 

Sonal Pai 
SA Secretary 

Maurice Frediere 
SA Treasurer 

On behalf of the 2016-17 Executive Cabinet, we want to wish all students a great summer. We are 
overjoyed to have the opportunity to work alongside you in the upcoming year and cannot to wait 

to see the great changes we make together. 
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arts 
ENTERTAINMENT

Moving stories 
McMurtry College freshman Rae Holcomb performs in Rice 
Dance Theatre s spring show, Moving Stories, which took 
place April 14 16 in the Recreation Center. RDT showcases 
student choreography, and this year s student directed pieces 
included work by Holcomb, Wiess College senior Christine Lin, 
Jones College seniors Adeene Denton and Victoria Chen, Martel 
College senior Emily Huang and all RDT senior dancers. 

courtesy amy smith 

KTRU Outdoor 
Show highlights 

local acts 
Sophie Newman 

A&E Editor 

In celebration of the 25th annual KTRU 
Outdoor Show this Saturday, the Rice University 
central quad between the Rice Memorial Center 
and Herring Hall will be transformed into a 
festival of live music, beer and food. 

The KTRU Outdoor Show is an annual all-
day music fest that features both national and 
local acts. In recent years, KTRU has invited a 
variety of artists, from Houston-based rapper 
Fat Tony, to electronic and visual artist FLCON 
FCKER, to the student Battle of the Bands’ 
winner Steve Cox’s Beard. 

This year’s event coordinators Heather 
Wright, Emily Foxman, Michael Saucedo 
and Jake Levens said they made a conscious 
decision to keep the lineup local in light of 
budgeting and student interest needs. 

“I think the main way our process changed 
this year was figuring out what kind of effort 
we don’t want to make,” Levens, a Will Rice 
College senior, said. “Last year, we put in a ton 
of effort to get trying to get national acts and 
people didn’t know them enough.” 

“It’s cool to be able to support local bands. 
It’s a lot easier and a lot more exciting,” 
Foxman, a Lovett College sophomore, said. 

While coordinators take into consideration 
students’ proclivities when planning the event, 
budgeting constraints put considerable limits 
on their booking possibilities. 

“I think Chance the Rapper would be the 
ideal artist to have at Rice, but we just don’t 
have the money to get him,” Levens said. “I 
think we would think more about booking Rice-
specific acts if we had the money to do it.” 

While the coordinators are conscious 
of what kind of music will draw students’ 
attention, they also believe that exposing 
students to music that is outside of their normal 
listening repertoire is also a goal of the event. 

“A part of KTRU is to expose Rice students 
to something they wouldn’t already listen to,” 
Wright, a Lovett sophomore, said. “We aren’t 
afraid to book people who aren’t mainstream.” 

This year’s headliner, Jessy Lanza, who 
Levens describes as “an upcoming electropop 
R&B princess,” is the only non-local act, but 
the coordinators expect she will generate a lot 
of student interest. 

“She’s definitely the biggest artist we 
have,” Levens said. “She still isn’t huge in 
general, but there’s definitely a lot of hype for 
her right now.” 

In addition to Lanza, coordinators expect 
that Siddiq, a Houston rapper who has 
previously DJed for a Beats and Beer event, will 
merit attention as an up-and-coming artist. 

“Last week I was looking on a music 
website, and the top two things were a Jessy 
Lanza interview and right below it was the new 
song by Siddiq,” Levens said. “I was shocked to 
see his name online.” 

“He’s definitely underrated, so I’m excited 
to see how everyone reacts,” Wright said. 

Other artists will include DEF, Say Girl Say, 
Leach, Rose Ette, and Rice’s Battle of the Bands 
winner, Steve Cox’s Beard. 

Despite this year’s minor changes in lineup, 
the logistics of the event will remain the same. 
Acts are scheduled from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. and a 
variety of food trucks will stop by throughout 
the day. Willy’s Pub will also sponsor a beer 
garden for those of age. 

MAKING AMERICA 
GREAT AGAIN 
Catapulted into the spotlight after 

his role as Tobias Fünke on “Arrested 
Development,” Cross, a career come-
dian, is now embarking on a stand- 
up tour, “Making America Great 
Again,” which will visit Houston on 
Wednesday, April 20. Tickets are $35 
day of show. First come, first served. 

Warehouse live 
813 Saint Emmanuel Street 

warehouselive.com 

DARK SPARKLER 
If David Cross doesn’t float your 

boat, head over to Brazos Bookstore 
on Wednesday, April 20 at 7 p.m. 
to see Emmy-nominated actress 
and poet give a reading of her latest 
creation, “Dark Sparkler,” which 
examines the interior lives of female 
starlets. It’s within walking distance 
of campus, and admission is free. 

Brazos Bookstore 
2421 Bissonnet St. 

brazosbookstore.com 

BOOKS AND 
BREWS 

What’s better than binge 
drinking Franzia in the now-flooded 
basement of your residential 
college? Well, nothing, until next 
Saturday, April 30, from 2 to 4 p.m., 
when you have the opportunity to 
drink, be merry and maintain your 
dignity at the Brazo’s happy hour. 

Brazos Bookstore 
2421 Bisonnet St. 

brazosbookstore.com 

SPRING MARKET 
Here is a perfect solution to fill that 

agonizing time before dinner, when 
you are too tired from your nap to study 
any longer and too hungry to even do 
laundry. On April 26, anytime from 3:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m., take a stroll to the Rice 
University Farmer’s market for special 
chef demos, live music, arts and crafts, 
and most importantly, free samples. 

Rice Farmer’s market 
Downtown Houston 

theaterdistrictopenhouse.com 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors picks 
for this week s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 
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denise lee/thresher 

Tator tots with herb goat cheese, smoked cheddar, bacon and avocado crema, generously 
covered in chili butter. A fried egg rests on top. 

Velvet Taco brings eclectic fare 
from Dallas to the Heights 

Denise Lee 
Thresher Staff 

With taco trucks, restaurants, pop ups, 
shacks and every other imaginable form of 
taco-selling establishment scattered through-
out Houston, Velvet Taco stands out among the 
bunch as a quirky and unique restaurant in the 
Heights. Originating in the Dallas area, though 
Velvet Taco is not a unique Houston establish-
ment, it has gained quite a cult like following. 

Upon arriving on Washington Street, hot 
pink and lime green tiled walls outside the 
building beckon you inside the casual, cozy in-
terior of the restaurant. A huge ceiling -to -floor 
menu fills up the wall beside the cash register 
allowing you to agonize over your order from 
the choices that are neatly divided into cat-
egories based on filling: chicken, beef, veggie, 
pork, egg and sides. 

Upon first entering Velvet Taco I was skepti-
cal; it seemed like a pricier version of the clas-
sic, beloved Torchy’s Tacos, and why would 
I spent more than $5 on a taco when I could 
increase my waistline for much less elsewhere? 
I was quickly proven wrong, as the menu had 
a diverse selection for everyone, based on di-
etary preferences or otherwise. Accompanied 
by a group of friends that included a vegetar-
ian, a carnivore and a picky eater, Velvet Taco’s 
diverse menu proved to serve all palates. 

Some of the most popular meat options are 
the spicy tikka chickewvn and the shrimp and 
grits. The tikka chicken is a soft, pillowy flour 
tortilla supporting two full strips of hot, juicy 
chicken tenders massaged with tikka masala 
sauce cushioned by creamy, buttered basmati 
rice and sprinkled with some Thai basil on top. 
Impressively, the tikka chicken was able to re-
tain its crispiness, even with all the sauce. The 
spices from the pepper sauce added a nice ini-
tial kick that was balanced by the buttery rice. 
The shrimp and grits taco metaphorically blew 
my mind — not only was the blackened shrimp 
flavorful and perfectly juicy, but the geniuses 
behind Velvet Taco took pepper jack cheese 
grits and fried it into a ball to reduce the mess 
from taco eating and to increase tastiness. 

Other popular options include the falafel 
taco, which is great for those watching carb in-
take, as the crispy balls of falafel, avocado, to-

mato and arugula are wrapped in lettuce instead 
of a traditional tortilla. The hearty breakfast ta-
cos, with barbacoa brisket and egg frittata, are 
filling enough to function as part of a lunch or 
dinner. The sides are also excellent, especially 
the crispy tater tots (like the ones from your el-
ementary school cafeteria) that are fancied up 
with bits of herb goat cheese, smoked cheddar, 
bacon and avocado crema drizzled on top, and 
generously smothered with chili butter. In addi-
tion, a fried egg rests gently on top of this deli-
cate structure, oozing a perfectly runny, bright 
yellow yolk with the poke of a fork. 

Velvet Taco 

Address: 4819 Washington Ave 
Phone number: (713) 524-4005 
Price range: $ 

Recommended Items 

Spicy tikka chicken taco, $4.25 
Falafel taco, $3.75 
Crisp tots and fried egg, $5.25 

Two to three tacos should be more than 
enough to fill you up, but if you’re especially 
hungry, get some tater tots, red curry coconut 
queso or corn on the side to tide you over until 
your next meal. In all its fun quirkiness, Velvet 
Taco also has a great deal on Monday nights: 
The backdoor chicken order, which includes 
a full rotisserie chicken (this is not a typo!!!), 
six corn tortillas and sides of Korean barbecue 
sauce and Mexican- style corn, is half off for $10 
on Monday nights. 

Tacos are a quintessential part of any col-
lege student’s diet, and while Velvet Taco may 
lean toward the pricier side, their fun, unique 
offerings are well worth it. Being able to globe-
trot your way through the menu’s diversity, 
sampling the made- from -scratch in- house tor-
tillas, and a dazzling presentation of food 
that’s perfect for your food photography addic-
tion will make your trip well worth it. 
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WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW by kaylen strench 

FOOD: 
Matcha 

courtesy wikipedia 

In a phrase: Coffee, move out of the way. 
Where to find it: Your local Whole Foods-ish 
institution. 

If coffee’s not your thing (not counting 
frappuccinos), and tea isn’t enough to pep you 
after a late night studying, then the latest “hip 
beverage” may be for you. “Matcha,” which 
is all the rage at Japanese Starbucks, is both 
booming with antioxidants and extremely 
caffeinated. Food purists, never fear — it’s 
very similar to green tea. The main difference 
is instead of steeping the tea leaves, baristas 
crush them up into powder and include them 
directly, increasing both the health benefits 
and the caffeine content. 

One thing that matcha doesn’t really have 
going for it is, well, the taste, which is frankly 
best described as … grass. Other cons? It’s 
really expensive, and studies show there’s 
a significant chance that your batch may be 
contaminated with lead, which stays in the 
leaves regardless of how much you crush 
them up. Basically, if you’re willing to drink 
expensive lawn clippings and aren’t afraid to 
die of lead poisoning, it’s a real find. Otherwise, 
I’d stick with Americanos. 

APPS: 
MightyTV 

courtesy mighty tv 

In a phrase: Tinder for TV. 
Where to find it: Apple/Android app store. 

The best part of Netflix: the tremendous 
amount of choices right at your fingertips. And 
the worst part of Netflix? Well, the tremendous 
amount of choices right at your fingertips. I 
know for a fact that you, like me, have spent 
far, far too long browsing streaming services 
for the right show or movie when you should 
just be watching it. Sometimes I long for the 
days when I was stuck choosing between my 
grandparents’ total of two VHS tapes — “Top 
Gun” again, I suppose. 

Fortunately, a solution is here. MightyTV 
is an app where you swipe left or right for 
movie posters (versus humans). Through 
this (rather addictive) process, the app 
learns what you like, and can then make 
recommendations based on what’s currently 
available on Hulu, HBOGO, Netflix, etc. The 
coolest part is its ability to make connections 
across films based on data from users — for 
instance, it can figure out that if you like 
“Mad Men,” you’ll probably like “Breaking 
Bad.” (Too true.) In other words, this thing 
may just be smarter than you, and that’s a 
good thing. 

TV: 
‘Shugs and Fats’ 

courtesy npr 

In a phrase: Two super cool Muslim women 
take Brooklyn 
Where to find it: Watch it all online at 
shugsandfats.tv. 

I think we can all agree that post 9/11, 
it’s hard to find any hijab-wearing, Muslim 
women in any TV role aside from, perhaps, 
a terrorist’s wife or mother (to be fair, there 
are some rare exceptions, e.g., “Quantico”). 
This greatly disturbed Rhadika Vaz and Nadia 
Manzoor, two very successful women who 
just happen to know a thing or two about 
the Muslim experience in America. Though 
the duo had never envisioned themselves 
as sketch comedians before, they banded 
together to create their own short form web-
series about two hijabis taking Brooklyn. 

At two to five-minute bite- sized chunks, 
their “mini-show” is easy to consume and 
extremely watchable. And while it does 
cover some serious territory (discrimination, 
prostitution, family conflict, etc.), it’s also 
completely hilarious, completely countering 
the stereotype that devout Muslim women 
don’t know how to cat call, talk about sex or 
“drop it low and bring it back up.” 

BOOK: 
‘The Voyeur’s Journal’ 

courtesy the new yorker 

In a phrase: The creepiest experiment you’ve 
never heard of. 
Where to find it: Should come out this year. 

In 1980, journalist Gay Talese received a letter 
from a man named Gerald Foos, who claimed 
that he had been doing personal “sex research” 
for nearly 20 years. He wanted to see if Talese, 
who had done his own Kinsey-esque studies, 
would publish his findings anonymously. Foos’s 
research took the form of carefully documented 
voyeurism: He owned a motel, and would peer 
into the rooms to secretly watch his guests’ 
sexual activities. He took very careful notes 
on each incident, and sent these findings to 
Talese over the years — and though Talese has 
admitted to reading them, he has refused to ever 
publish them, on account that Foos refused to 
let him use his name … until now. 

For the benefit of all of us, Foos finally agreed 
to release his identity to the public, and now 
Talese will publish his strange, sordid “studies” 
in a fascinating new book to be fittingly called 
“The Voyeur’s Journal.” If you’ve ever wondered 
about the average sex lives of motel guests, 
then you, my friend, are in for quite a treat. Just 
maybe don’t put this one on your mom’s credit 
card ... 

https://shugsandfats.tv
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A YEAR IN Celebrating some of the 
best A&E happenings at 

Rice and beyond REVIEW  
HELEN GREEK WINE & FOOD 

courtesy helen greek wine and food 

   

   
   

 

     
  

 

  

INTERSECTIONS Anila Quayyum Agha 

courtesy vidya giri Opening Helen in Rice Village was certainly a risky bet. Cheaper Greek spots 
around town like Niko Nikos have always been popular, but there was no 
guarantee that Helen’s would find its niche, or that its massive, exclusively 
Greek wine list would be accessible enough. The meticulously chosen wine 
list and expertly prepared food have both been stellar, though, introducing 
patrons to new wines and top- notch Greek cooking. 

HELLO HAMLET Wiess Theater 

courtesy priyanka chandraker 

A number of college theater programs had successful productions this 
year, from Bakershake’s bloody “Titus Andronicus” to McMurtry’s neo -
futurist production “Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind.” The biggest 
standout, however, was Wiess Theater’s leap -yearly production of “Hello 
Hamlet.” Boasting a live orchestra, a host of new songs and show stealing 
performances by McMurtry senior Juan Cruz and Lovett College sophomore 
Ronnie McLaren. Hello Hamlet took viewers on an especially hilarious 
romp through the worlds of Shakespeare and musical theater. 

Agha’s piece turned the Rice gallery into a space welcoming people from 
all walks of life, but also into a space that asked them to consider race, 
religion and a history of cultural appropriation all within the piece’s ornate 
shadows. By creating a piece both dazzling and thought provoking, Agha 
brought light (no pun intended) to social issues in a way rarely seen at Rice. 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING Rice Theater 

jessica kelly/thresher 

This October, Rice Theater’s production of “Much Ado About Nothing” 
brought Shakespeare to the wild, wild west in a big way. Hilarious 
performances and excellent Western set and costume designs carried the 
performance well beyond expectations. 
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MSL 
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BUSINESS 

Learn to Handle the Business and Legal Side of Innovation 
Designed exclusively for students with degrees in science, technology, engineering, math, 

www.law.northwestern.edu/msl 

   

 

 

    

W

or medicine, the one-year Master of Science in Law degree provides practical, focused, 
business-centered legal training in three areas that signifcantly impact innovation: business 
law & entrepreneurship, intellectual property, and regulation strategy. MSL students learn to 

communicate across disciplines; bring ideas to market; develop, protect, and manage IP; 
and navigate the legal and regulatory structures that exist in STEM settings. Build your skills 

and knowledge while expanding your career opportunities with an MSL degree. 
Scholarships are available. June 15 is the fnal application deadline for Fall 2016. 

Full- and part-time options available 
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BASEBALL 
The baseball team has won 15 of 

their past 17 games to reach as high 
as No. 13 in the national rankings 
this week. The Owls have notched 
four wins over top 25 opponents 
this season, highlighted by a victory 
against No. 3 Texas A&M University. 
Behind strong pitching, the Owls 
have rebounded from a mediocre 
start to tie for first in the Conference 
USA standings. This weekend, Rice 
will face off against the University of 
Southern Mississippi in a battle for 
first place in the conference. 

M. TENNIS 
The men’s tennis team is currently 

the top team in Conference USA as 
it prepares to host the conference 
tournament this weekend. Ranked 
No. 26 in the country, the team won 
20 matches for the first time since 
2004 and is looking to make a return 
to the NCAA tournament. Senior 
Adam Gustafsson has gone 17-8 in 
singles matches in his final season, 
and freshmen Emmanuel Llamas 
and Jake Hansen have combined to 
go 36-16 in singles to help Rice to its 
best season in 12 years. 

SPORTS
 A YEAR IN REVIEW 

VOLLEYBALL FOOTBALL W. BASKETBALL 
Like it did last season, the For the first time since 2011, the The women’s basketball team 

volleyball team won over 20 games Rice football team did not qualify rebounded from a difficult start 
and lost only 10 times. In November, for a postseason bowl game. The to the season to advance to the 
sophomore Madison McDaniel Owls finished one win shy of the six quarterfinals of the Conference USA 
became the second Rice player ever wins required to be bowl eligible, tournament before ending its season 
to be named the Sports Imports/ ending the season with a record of with a loss to Middle Tennessee 
AVCA Division I National Player of 5-7. Despite the lack of a postseason State University. In head coach Tina 
the Week after notching a career- game, the Owls ended the year in Langley’s first season with the team, 
high 70 assists in a win over No. the national spotlight. Senior run- the Owls lost their first seven games 
22 Western Kentucky University. ning back Luke Turner’s emotional of the season but steadily improved 
The Owls’ season ended with a thank you to head coach David Bai- throughout the year. They closed 
loss to the University of Southern liff following Rice’s season-ending the season by winning five of their 
Mississippi in the first round of the win over the University of North final nine games, including the 
Conference USA tournament. Carolina, Charlotte went viral. postseason. 

M. BASKETBALL CROSS COUNTRY SWIMMING 
In head coach Mike Rhoades’ The women’s cross country team The Owls came close to winning 

second year at the helm, the Owls took home Rice’s only conference the Conference USA championship 
finished 10th place in Conference title so far this year. During their this season, finishing second in 
USA with a record of 12-20. 2015 season, the men’s cross country the conference meet. A win would 
Freshman guard Marcus Evans team earned fourth place in the have been their first championship 
shined, scoring 21.4 points per Conference USA championships. since 2014. Freshman Marie-Claire 
game to lead all NCAA Division Both teams were named U.S. Schillinger and sophomore Kaitlyn 
I freshmen. He earned the Track and Field and Cross Country Swinney qualified for the United 
Conference USA Freshman of the Coaches Association All-Academic States Olympic Trials and junior 
Year Award and was named to the teams. Junior Cali Roper earned Anniina Ala-Seppala earned a spot 
First Team All-Conference USA. the Conference USA Female Cross at the European Championships. 
Despite Evans’ breakout season, Country Runner of the Year Award Ala-Seppala, senior Savanna Golson 
the Owls lost in the first round of after leading the Owls to the and senior Cora McKenzie earned All-
the conference tournament. conference championship. Academic honors for Conference USA. 

2015-2016 

SOCCER 
Entering the season, the Rice 

soccer team was looking to defend 
its Conference USA title. The Owls, 
however, went 10-7-2 and fell in 
the first round of the conference 
tournament to Middle Tennessee 
State University. In the offseason, 
senior Lauren Hughes signed to 
play professional soccer in Iceland. 
Additionally, Holloway Field at 
Wendel D. Ley Track was renovated 
to include locker rooms, meeting 
rooms and larger bleachers to 
accommodate more spectators.  

W. TENNIS 
The women’s tennis team is 

currently 10-9 on the season and is 
preparing to open the Conference 
USA tournament against the winner 
of the first round match between the 
University of Southern Mississippi 
and the University of Texas, El 
Paso on April 22. The Owls earned 
one of two first-round byes in the 
tournament as the No. 2 seed. Junior 
Katherine Ip has gone 23-8 in singles 
on the season and qualified for the 
Riviera/ITA Women’s All-American 
tournament in singles and doubles. 

photos by jake nyquist, sean chu, mike clark, carl henry, rice athletic communications, james hilton, jasmine zhou 
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jake nyquist/thresher 

Junior outfielder Charlie Warren dives back to first base earlier this season during a game against the University of Arkansas at Minute Maid Park. Although Warren is currently out with an injury, the 
Owls have won 15 of their last 17 games to move as high as No. 13 in the NCAA baseball rankings. Rice will play the University of Southern Mississippi this weekend in a battle for first in the conference. 

The Final Kauntdown: 2003 national 
The flag in left field flies every night, its end 

beginning to fray. The words on its bright white 
background — “2003 National Champions” — 
commemorate the greatest achievement in the 
history of Rice Athletics. Although great athletes, 
legendary coaches and successful teams have 
passed through Rice University, the 2003 baseball 
team remains the only team to have ever won a na-
tional title. 

Of the 27 players on that 2003 team, none are 
currently on a major league roster this season. The 
park in which the Owls defeated Stanford Univer-
sity to win the title, Rosenblatt Stadium, has been 
torn down. Rice no longer plays in the same con-
ference; it moved from the Western Athletic Con-
ference to Conference USA in 2005. 

Some aspects of the team, however, remain 
constant. On cool spring nights, Reckling Park still 

ham still occupies the dugout, showing no signs of 
slowing down even as he turns 80. And of course, 
he and his players are still focused on one goal: the 
national title. 

Back in October when the schedule was re-
leased, senior infielder Connor Teykl said he 
hoped that the team would be able to advance to 
Omaha, the site of the College World Series. 

“Maybe we can host a regional, go to a super 
[regional], just baby steps,” Teykl said. “Then 

Gra-coach WayneHead .gamesllbasebaforsllfi 

maybe we can get some fans to book hotels in 
Omaha.” 

Six months later, Rice has put itself in position 
to do just that. The Owls are ranked as high as No. 
13 in the country after sweeping Western Kentucky 
University over the weekend to earn Graham’s 
1,100th victory. 

Despite the strong performance as of late, the 
Owls will have a much more difficult time winning 
a title this season than in they did in 2003. The 
2003 team dominated the regular season, starting 
33-1 after a 30-game winning streak and finishing 
with a record of 58-12. They had little competition 
in their conference, winning by 5.5 games. 

This year, however, the Owls have endured far 
more ups and downs. Rice has won 15 of its past 
17 games after starting the season 9-9, but it is still 
tied with the University of Southern Mississippi for 
the Conference USA lead with a conference record 
of 12-3. The Owls will have to perform well in their 
weekend series on the road against the Golden Ea-
gles this weekend if they hope to maintain the con-
ference lead. Florida Atlantic University is not far 
behind with a conference record of 11-4. This year’s 
Owls will have to fight hard to add to the streak of 
20 consecutive conference titles. 

The 2003 Owls also had one of the most domi-
nant college pitchers of all time in then-sophomore 
Jeff Niemann. Niemann went 17-0 that season with 

championship a tough act to follow 
a 1.70 earned run average. He pitched alongside 
Philip Humber and Wade Townsend, both of 
whom were selected in the first round of the Major 
League Baseball draft. Rice’s fourth starter, Josh 
Baker, posted a record of 8-0 on the season. To say 
that the Owls had star pitchers in 2003 would be an 
understatement; they had one of the best pitching 
rotations the NCAA has ever seen. 

Junior Jon Duplantier, senior Blake Fox, sopho-
more Ricardo Salinas and sophomore Willy Ama-
dor form a formidable starting rotation, but they 
cannot equal the performance of the fearsome 
foursome of 2003. This year’s four starters have 
a combined ERA of 3.01. In 2003, however, Rice’s 
starters had a combined ERA of just 2.55. The pitch-
ers have carried Rice to its lofty national ranking 
this year, but even their performance has not been 
on the level of the pitchers from 13 years ago. 

On the offensive side, Rice shined during their 
national championship run. The Owls had seven 
regular starters hit above .300 compared to only 
two this year. The 2003 Rice Owls were an offensive 
juggernaut, unlike this year’s team. 

Perhaps it is unfair to compare the Owls of 2003 
to the Owls of 2016. The WAC was far weaker than 
Conference USA is today, so the Owls played infe-
rior opponents. The quality of opponents could 
have made the disparity in statistics wider, though 
it cannot account for all of the differences. It is pos-

sible that the more difficult schedule this year can 
help prepare Rice for the challenges of playing in 
the NCAA tournament and spur them to make a 
deep run. 

As of now, it is impossible to say where this 
Rice Owls team will end up. It is clear that this is 
not the single greatest team Graham has led dur-
ing his 25-year tenure. This does not, however, 
mean that the Owls cannot win the national title. 
Although they do not have the same star power as 
the 2003 Owls, they have consistently found ways 
to win games all season long. If they can string a 
few of those wins together, it may be enough to 
spark a run in the tournament. Two months from 
now, we may be discussing comparisons between 
the 2003 Owls and the 2016 Owls again — this time, 
as Rice’s two national championship teams. 

Andrew Gr 
isaMcMurtr 
freshmanan 
Thresher 
sports 
editor 

Fling 

SpringRi
ce

Fa

rme
rs Market Tuesday April 26, 2016 

3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Chef Demo local spirits Live Music Local Food

  Tetra Deal:  Exchange $15 in Tetra Points for $20 in market coins!  

ricefarmersmarket RiceFarmersMarket @RiceFarmersMkt ricefarmersmarket 21+ all patrons must show ID 

* 

* 
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Senior Art Show Opening 
Thursday April 21st 8:30-10 

Sewall Hall 4th Floor 
Free Food & Drink 

Grant Belton  | Cindy Thaung | Ronan Allencherril  | Younha Kim  | Phillip Haddad 
Jane Giang | Claire O’Malley  | Matthew Kerkstra |  Corey Palermo  | Ashlyn Herd   

Dorin Azérad  | Geraldine Franco  | Sophie Eichner | Cydney Smith 

VISUAL AND DRAMATIC ARTS DEPARTMENT 

Art for all your senses 

sirui zhou/thresher 

Freshman Emmanuel Llamas prepares to return a shot in a recent match at the George R. Brown 
Tennis Center. Llamas’ team is hosting this weekend’s C-USA tournament as the No. 1 seed. 

Men’s tennis up to No. 26 in nation 
Andrew Grottkau 

Sports Editor 

The Rice men’s tennis team began the 
season ranked No. 58 in the country. Over the 
course of their winningest season in 12 years, 
however, the Owls have moved all the way 
up to No. 26 and entered the Conference USA 
tournament as the top seed. This weekend, 
Rice will host the conference championships 
with a chance to claim their first Conference 
USA title since 2010. According to head 
coach Efe Ustundag, the team has received 
improved contributions from each of its 
players. 

“I think a lot of the right pieces are coming 
into play,” Ustundag said. “We’ve had a 
couple of good freshmen join the team this 
year and make a big impact, [junior] Tommy 
Bennett who was redshirted due to injury 
last year is back and a few of the people who 
are still here are continuing to improve and 
get better.” 

The two freshmen, Emmanuel Llamas 
and Jake Hansen, have each made strong 
contributions. Llamas has posted a 17-
10 singles record while Hansen has gone 
19-6. The duo has gone 22-8 as a doubles 
team. According to Ustundag, they have 
transitioned to college tennis with ease. 

“They fit in with the team and gelled 
very very quickly,” Ustundag said. “There 
was really hardly any adjustment period. 
[Hansen] came in and started producing 
from day one, and [Llamas] was a bit of a 
work in progress but he certainly bought into 
what we were trying to do. We are seeing the 
fruits of his labor late in the season.” 

The Owls went 20-7 in the regular season, 
their first 20-win season since 2004 when they 
advanced to the NCAA tournament sweet 16. 
They enter the Conference USA tournament 
as the No. 1 seed for the second straight year. 
Despite the high seed, Ustundag said he 
does not believe the team’s performance has 
greatly exceeded expectations. 

“I wouldn’t necessarily say we exceeded 
expectations by being the first seed,” 
Ustundag said. “Certainly our national 
ranking, though, if you had said at the 

beginning of the year that we were going to 
be around the top 25 I would have said that 
might be a bit of a stretch.” 

Last year, Rice fell to the University of 
Texas, San Antonio in the tournament final. 
This year, the Owls play the Roadrunners in 
the first round. Ustundag said that although 
there will be some motivation to get revenge 
against UTSA, the team will be focused more 
on winning the tournament. 

“Revenge is an interesting word,” 
Ustundag said. “We already played UTSA 
once this year so we got a chance to get 
some of that out of our system. Now we are 
focused on getting after our goals to win the 
conference at home in front of our fans.” 

Ustundag is hopeful that the home-
court advantage can help propel the Owls to 
victory. He said that support from the fans 
this year has been very impressive. 

“This year it’s been a great home court 
advantage,” Ustundag said. “Fans are able to 
directly sit behind and have an impact on the 
outcome of the match. It felt like Rice tennis 
fans of both the men and the women have 
really become the seventh man.” 

While the fan support has been helpful 
to the Owls thus far, it is possible for fan 
conduct to lead to penalty points against 
Rice. If fans attempt to personally attack 
opposing players with cheers or try to have a 
direct conversation with the opposing team, 
the umpire may institute a point penalty. 
Ustundag said he hopes fans will find a 
way to support Rice without being overly 
negative. 

“We can be a lot more creative in finding 
ways to fire up our guys while demoralizing 
the opposition without getting into direct 
contact, direct conversation,” Ustundag 
said. “We need to keep the focus on our side 
of the net.” 

The Owls will try to make sure that their 
fans have a lot to cheer about this weekend 
when their tournament begins on Friday 
at 2 p.m. at George R. Brown Tennis Center 
against UTSA. The tournament continues all 
weekend with the semifinals on Saturday 
and the championship match on Sunday. All 
matches are hosted by Rice. 



   

  
 

  

 

   
    

     

         
        

 
       

      
        

       
       

      
      

      
    

      
     

    
     

  

    
    

     
     

       
        

        
        

        
          

        
       

       

         
         

        
          

       
       

        
      

       
   

      
        

       
        

      
        

     
       

         
    

      
         

         
       

         
         

           
         

 

     
     

  

 
  

 

 

   

 

 

 

Men’s and Women’s 

2016 Basketba ll R e c r u i t s 
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GABBY OZODUE 
High school senior Gabby Ozoude will join the 2016-17 Rice 
women’s basketball squad. Ozoude, the daughter of Nigerian 
immigrants, is a 6-foot-2 post from Bellbrook, Ohio. 
Amazingly, 2015-16 was Ozoude’s first full high school 
basketball season. Following a series of injuries, 
including a major car accident in which she broke 
herpelvisandtoreherposteriorcruciateligament, 
Ozoude was unable to fully participate until 
her senior year. The Associated Press named 
Ozoude the Division II girls’ high school 
basketball Tri-Player of the Year, and she 
received All-State Honors. This season, 
Ozoude brought the Gold Eagles to a 
state semifinals appearance and a 26-1 
record. Head women’s basketball coach 
Tina Langley is excited about Ozoude’s 
“length and athleticism.” 

ERICA AND OLIVIA 
OGWUMIKE 
Pepperdine University freshman Erica 
Ogwumike and Pepperdine sophomore 
Olivia Ogwumike will also join the 
women’s basketball team for the 2016-
17 season. As transfer students, Erica and 
Olivia will need to adhere to NCAA rules and 
sit out next season. The sisters will take the 
court as junior and senior Owls in the 2017-18 
season. Erica, a guard, stands at 5-foot-9, and Olivia, 
a forward, is 5-foot-11. The sisters are Cypress, Texas 
natives and are the younger siblings of current WNBA 
players Chiney Ogwumike, of the Connecticut Suns, 
and Nneka Ogwumike, of the Los Angeles Sparks. 

ROBERT MARTIN 
Robert Martin Jr. will join the 2016-17 men’s basketball squad. 

Martin, a 6-foot-6 forward, played for the Tilton School, a 
boarding school in New Hampshire. During his junior year 

of high school, Martin led his team to the All-New England 
Prep School Athletic Council Class AA Championship. For 

the 2016 recruiting season, the New England Recruiting 
Report ranked him as the eighth best recruit from 

New Hampshire. Men’s basketball head coach Mike 
Rhoades expects Martin to contribute his size and 

physicality to the team. 

AUSTIN MEYER 
Austin Meyer of Pflugerville, Texas will further 
add to Rice’s interior size. He is a 6-foot-9 
forward who was named the defensive player of 
the year for his district while playing at Rouse 
High School. Previously, he played at Mustang 
High School in Oklahoma and led the team to 
an undefeated state championship season and 

earned a spot on the All-District team. Meyer 
has a chance to make an immediate impact as an 

athletic center for the Owls. 

COREY DOUGLAS 
Forward Corey Douglas from Louisville, Kentucky will 

provide versatility and size for the Owls when he joins 
the team next year. Douglas, who can play both power 

forward and center, set his high school’s single-season 
blocks record while starring at Ballard High School his senior 

year. After his senior year, he attended Fork Union Academy 
in Virginia and helped lead the team to the national prep school 
tournament while averaging a double double with 14.1 points and 
12.8 rebounds. 

A CAREER
 OF GIVING 
DESERVES A

 RETIREMENT
 WORTH 

GETTING. 

Rediscover what makes us 
a different kind of financial 
partner at the new TIAA.org 

INVESTING ADVICE BANKING RETIREMENT 

BUILT TO PERFORM. 

https://TIAA.org
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The
Backiesb 

a 

The Steven Harvey Award 
for Announcing a Winner 

and then Immediately 
Taking it Back 

The Student Association 
EVP election 

The Tom Marvolo Riddle 
Award for Advancing the 

Study of Parseltongue 

Lisa Zollner 

The Donald J. Trump 
Award for ‘How Did We 

Let This Happen?’ 

Not passing HERO 

The Jesus Christ Award 
for Stomping Haters and 

Making a Legendary 
Comeback 

KTRU’s return to air 

Best Gun Policy 

The rest of the state of Texas 

Best New Proposals 

TIE between reducing 
credit hour maximum and 
installing security cameras 

Best Fan 

That one guy who actually 
emailed us to try and get 

“his friend” a stripper 

Best Social Media 
Presence on Campus 

Rice Snap (You’ll need way 
more nudity to be considered 
for this honor, Rice Athletics) 

NAMED AWARDS 
OUTSTANDING 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
IN THEIR FIELD 

Best Chance of Eliciting 
An Angry Letter 

from a 2016 Student 
Commencement Speaker 

The Jesus joke to the right 

The Stacy’s Mom Award 
for Having It Going On 

Y. Ping Sun 

The Hot-or-NotTM Award 
for False Advertising 

Rice fire alarms 

The Amelia Earhart 
Award for Best 
Disappearance 

Sid’s party privileges 

The Black-By-Popular-
Demand Award for 
Misidentification 

Mail, last seen by the 
RMC at 2:20 p.m. 

The Back-By-Unpopular-
Demand Award for 
Campus Invasion 

Rice University prospie 
class of 2016 

The Bernie Sanders 
award for inspiring 
young folk based on 

an anti-establishment 
platform 

Griffin Thomas 

The Cheer Battle 2015 
Award for Ephemeral 

But Vehement On-
Campus Campaigning 

Jazz Silva and her efforts 
for SB#4 

The Koch Brothers 
Award for “Something 
Seems Fishy With All 

That Donated Money” 

The Doerr Family 

The ‘Guy Who Shows 
Up to a Party With a 

Taco Bell Taco 12-Pack’ 
Award for Coming in 

Clutch 

Monday’s flood which 
canceled class and 

allowed us to actually 
write a Backpage instead 
of recycling material from 

the Thornburg years. 
Tuesday’s rain, too. 

The Backpage is satire and written by Joey McGlone and Riley Robertson, and this week Isaac Schultz collaborated. For comments or questions, please email thirsty@rice.edu. Happy Holidaze. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED 
TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We 
provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@ 
testmasters.com. 

FOR RENT - 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath. Washer. Dryer. 
Large fenced yard. 5302 S Shepherd. Available 
RIGHT NOW. Walk or bike to campus. Contact: 
713-666-5165 or marykay.realtor@netzero.com 

AFTERNOON CHILDCARE & DRIVING NEEDED! 
Rice Alumna seeking dependable, fun Rice 
student to pick up kids from daycamp and 
drive to/from afternoon activities. Occasional 

babysitting a plus. Reliable transportation 
required. Pay negotiable. Contact 713-446-8207 
or katedayemail@gmail.com 

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School Math, 
Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, 
Humanities, and SAT/ACT prep. Reliable 
transportation required. Pay $30/hr+ based on 
experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and email 
resume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

 
chance at happiness. Receive $6,000 per cycle. 
Qualify for FREE Egg Freezing & Storage. 
Apply at donate-eggs.com 

We accept display and classified 
advertisements. The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad. Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication. 

First copy free, second copy $5. 

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your classified 
advertisement, which must be 
received by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior 
to publication. 

Shannon Klein 
Advertising Manager 
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

(713) 348-4801 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
https://donate-eggs.com
mailto:siyengar777@gmail.com
mailto:katedayemail@gmail.com
mailto:marykay.realtor@netzero.com
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