
                     

     
   

 
   
      

      
      

    
     
    
     

       
     

     
     

    
   
     

      
     

   
    

    
 

      

      
     

  
     

        
     

 

    
 

     

  
    

 

 
 

     

      

    
     

 

    
     

       

      
     

      
       

     
    

    
     

 
 

       
      

      
     

       
 

        
       

   
  

      

      
     

    
     

    

       
     

       
 

       
    

     
      

      

      
     

     
     

     

     
 

      
     
    

      

 

       
     
     

     
      

       
       

       
        
       

     
    

 
      

 

  

 

    
      

      
     

      
     

      
     

      
     
      
       

      
       

      
    
  

    
     

     
        

    

       

 
       

        
  

    

     
     

   

    
     

   
      

      
 

      
 

 
        

        

 
       

      
         

 
      

         
      

       
  

        
    
       

        

       
      

      

    

      

 
  

  

       
      

 

                          
                          

         

         

RUPD slow 
to respond 

to Beer Bike 
trespassers 

Andrew Ligeralde 
Assistant News Editor 

Amid the excitement of Beer Bike 
morning, multiple student sightings 
of three suspicious men went unad-
dressed in a series of miscommu-
nications between Rice University 
Police Department and concerned 
callers. The men, who were first 
seen at Martel College around 6 a.m., 
claimed to be a Rice alumnus and 
two University of Houston students. 
Despite several calls to RUPD from 
college presidents, chief justices and 
college masters, the men were not 
asked to leave by RUPD until close to 
9 a.m., according to McMurtry Beer 
Bike coordinator Jessica Kelly. 

“It ended with the Brown masters 
calling RUPD,” Kelly, a senior, said. 
“But multiple CJs called, multiple 
college presidents, multiple coordi-
nators. From what we see conversing 
with each other, it didn’t seem like 
RUPD had any other pressing issues 
to be dealing with.” 

RUPD Police Chief Johnny White-
head said an administrative review 
is underway to examine the slow 
response, as well as a criminal inves-
tigation into the incident. 

“One thing we did learn is, listen-
ing to calls and radio transmissions, 
it turns out the officer that respond-
ed wasn’t aware of the information 
from the college presidents,” White-
head said. “It wasn’t until the officers 
interviewed the guys that we learned 
they had gone in and out of multiple 
buildings.” 

Whitehead also said the majority 
of RUPD’s security personnel were 
scheduled to work after the incident 
occurred. 

“Unfortunately, [the incident] 
happened even before the balloon 

0see TRESPASS, page 2 
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BEER BIKE RUN 
9 years since last run; martel, jones celebrate strong performances 

asdf/thresher 

Preliminary results place Martel College first in the women’s and men’s races at the ‘Beer Run’ that occured instead of the bike race due to high 
wind speeds. These results put Jones College first in the alumni race. Martel previously won the men’s race in 2003 and had not previously won the 
women’s race. This marks Jones’ first potential alumni win. 

Anita Alem 
News Editor 

Finishing times indicate Martel 
College won the women’s and men’s 
races and Jones College won the 
alumni race at Beer Bike where, for 
the first time since 2007, a running 
race took place instead of biking. 
Rice Program Council has not yet cal-
culated penalties and official results. 
In response to the cancellation, some 
colleges may participate in an unof-
ficial event titled “Pizza Bike” this 
Saturday to allow some of the bikers 
to race. 

Martel men’s bike captain Colin 
Losey said even though the bike team 
ultimately did not have a chance to 
show what they have been training 
for, he was proud of their dedication. 

“The race speaks to more than 
just that Martel has fast people, but 
that Martel has a great community 

that people love and want to repre-
sent well,” Losey, a sophomore, said. 
“Our men’s team plans to win next 
year, bike or run, and the year after, 
bike or run.” 

Risk Management, Environmen-
tal Health and Safety and the Student 
Activities office all agreed to turn 
Beer Bike into a Beer Run, according 
to campus-wide Beer Bike Coordina-
tor Annabelle McIntire-Gavlick. 

“The main concern was the wind,” 
McIntire-Gavlick, a Lovett college ju-
nior, said. “ It can be very dangerous 
for bikers to bike in high winds and 
no one was comfortable taking that 
risk with how strong it was.” 

Losey said Martel’s initial reac-
tion to the Saturday morning decla-
ration that Beer Bike would involve 
a run and not a bike race was mixed. 

“Personally, I really wanted to 
bike race because we had been train-
ing so much, and I wanted to see 

how far we had come from last year 
when we got eighth,” Losey said. “It 
was a mixed reaction in Martel, but I 
was personally disappointed.” 

Some Martelians had been hop-
ing for a run because several mem-
bers of Martel’s men’s team were 
formerly on Rice’s track team, and 
Martel had performed well at the in-
tramural cross country competition 
in the fall. 

Will Rice College women’s bike 
captain Michaela Dimoff said when 
the college’s approximately 60-per-
son Beer Bike cohort learned of the 
change at a breakfast event at the 
master’s house, the initial reaction 
was sadness, although that gave way 
to determination. 

“We just said, ‘Hey, we’re gonna 
take this in stride — it’s not what we 
wanted but maybe we’ll get to add a 
beer run sweep banner to our com-
mons next year, so let’s just keep try-

ing,’’’ Dimoff, a senior, said. “I actu-
ally wasn’t as devastated as a lot of 
people thought I would be. I thought 
it was kind of fun to be able to do 
something different.” 

Dimoff said she enjoyed that bik-
ers were able to be a part of the water 
balloon fight, something they are not 
typically involved in for fear of in-
jury, and that she didn’t have to be 
concerned about biking. 

“It was nice to be able to go 
through the morning without the 
looming specter of ‘I have to go give 
it everything that I have and be in a 
lot of pain for a minute and 40 sec-
onds in a few hours,’” Dimoff said. 

Dimoff said she was happy for 
Martel and hoped the college would 
be able to take advantage of its mo-
mentum to keep performing highly 
in the bike team next year. 

“Biking does a great job of bring-
0see BIKE, page 4 

Sid Rich private parties banned for semester in 
response to unauthorized Lads in Plaid party 

Drew Keller crime alerts notifying the community of the new policies by the Sid college A culture shift 
News Editor 

Students at Sid Richardson Col-
lege will not be allowed to hold private 

that a student was sexually assaulted 
on the dance floor at the party. 

Sid is still able to hold registered 
public events, such as a party on the 

government and its inclusion in the 
decision process marks an effort to do 
just that. 

“This can show that we’re the first 

Michael, a junior, said she hoped 
the new policy would lead to safer prac-
tices at Sid next year and beyond. 

“The biggest culture shift is that it 

New policies will be in 
effect at Sid until the end 

of the semester. 
parties for the rest of the semester as a morning of Beer Bike and the college’s response,” Palmer said. “If something creates the opportunity for people to 
consequence of the unregistered Lads 
in Plaid party at Sid on Jan. 22, accord-

upcoming public party. 
“For a violation like Lads in Plaid, 

happens, the students are the ones 
that are gonna handle it, rather than 

realize that there can be consequences 
for breaking rules,” Michael said. “This  Private events banned 

ing to the Sid college government. Sid 
student leaders and university admin-
istration characterized the new college 
policy as a joint agreement resulting 

usually SJP would crack down with 
sanctions and fairly harsh punish-
ments, but this time we were given the 
option to work with the administration 

having some higher power come in to 
handle it.” 

Palmer said he and associate jus-
tices would walk the public spaces of 

is a reminder that the alcohol policy 
does apply.” 

Though there will be no ban on pri-
vate parties next year, Michael said the 

 Public events, 
including spring public, 
can still occur 

from discussion rather than as purely 
administrative sanctions. 

and talk to people within Sid to figure 
out how we could have a less harsh 

the college building, including floor 
lobbies, on Friday and Saturday nights 

goal was more careful controls on the 
planning and scale of such parties.  Enforced by CJ and AJs 

Along with the implementation of 
the new policy, four individual students 
were fined and one was further sanc-
tioned through Student Judicial Pro-

punishment and police ourselves,” 
Griffin Palmer, Sid’s chief justice, said. 

Palmer, a sophomore, took office 
following the resignation of the previ-

to enforce the policy. According to 
Palmer, Sid students who violate the 
new policy will face rustication. Stu-
dents from other colleges who attend 

“Once the official sanctions are over 
we’ll be able to go back to having pri-
vates, but in a more reasonable way,” 
Michael said. 

 Sidizens hosting 
unauthorized privates 
can be rusticated 

grams for the organization of Lads in 
Plaid, according to Sid President Bissy 
Michael. The party led to debate across 
campus and at Sid about the safety of 

ous chief justice after Lads in Plaid. 
At the time, Dean of Undergraduates 
John Hutchinson said student gov-
ernment needed to better enforce the 

parties at Sid will be asked to leave 
and could be punished by their college 
masters and court, Palmer said. Chief 
justices across campus sent notices 

According to Michael, any Sid stu-
dent could still theoretically register 
a public event this semester, but such 
a process is long and requires careful 

 Policies result of 
student, master, 
administration 

large “public” private events after Rice 
University Police Department sent out 

alcohol policy and party rules. Ac-
cording to Palmer, the enforcement 

to students of Sid’s policy changes to 
their residential colleges. 

planning. 
0see SID, page 2 

discussions 
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$16 million donated 
for entrepreneurship 

Jaecey Parham 
Thresher Staff 

Alumnus Frank Liu (Lovett ’78) and family do-
nated $16.5 million to Rice University earmarked 
for entrepreneurial education and the creation of 
a new idea lab, according to a Rice news release. 

As the founder of Lovett Homes, InTown 
Homes and Lovett Commercial in Houston, Liu is 
a successful entrepreneur himself. The donation 
from the Liu family will support the Rice Entrepre-
neurship Initiative, which was created in 2015, as 
a part of President David Leebron’s Vision for the 
Second Century, according to Rice News. The ini-
tiative aims to promote Leebron’s vision of shift-
ing Rice into “The Entrepreneurial University.” 
Classes related to Entrepreneurship@Rice are 
designed to incorporate both theory and practice 
to help undergraduate and graduate students be 
better equipped for the entrepreneurship world. 

The $16.5 million will specifically launch the 
Liu Idea Lab for Innovation and Entrepreneur-
ship, the news release said. Lilie will offer stu-
dents courses and resources to help them pursue 
of their entrepreneurial ambitions. Abby Larson, 
the director of undergraduate education and re-
search for the Rice Entrepreneurship Initiative, 
will lead Lilie, according to the news release. 

Through Lilie, two new courses will be created 
to give students a hands-on learning experience, 
according to the news release. These courses will 
allow for an experiential component to contrib-

ute to students’ education. Rather than learning 
through lectures, students in these courses will 
actively work in teams on real world problems. 
Students will also have the opportunity to work 
closely with Rice faculty while engaging with en-
trepreneurs in the Houston community. 

One of the new classes, the E-teams Entrepre-
neurship Experience course, aims to illustrate the 
experimental component of entrepreneurship 
education. In this course, students will be part 
of teams working on projects from local startups, 
the news release said. While meeting with men-
tors and instructors, the teams will act as actual 
entrepreneurs, setting goals and presenting their 
projects to a panel of reviewers. 

Lilie will also fund the Lilie Venture Chal-
lenge, according to the news release. This project 
was typically offered only in the summer, but will 
now be available as a capstone project. The chal-
lenge entails a business plan competition with 
prizes awarded to promising teams. 

Next year’s matriculating class will be the 
first able to apply for the Lilie New Entrepreneurs 
Grant, according to Rice News. The grant hopes to 
attract freshmen interested in entrepreneurship 
and further promote the growth of Rice’s status as 
a college with a strong entrepreneurial outlook. 

According to the news release, Lilie will part-
ner with the Oshman Engineering Design Kitchen 
and the Doerr Institute for New Leaders, which 
was created in 2015 with a $50 million donation 
from John and Ann Doerr. 

0SID
            FROM PAGE 1 

“You’d have to do the same to register beer 
pong in the lobbies as you would to register Sid 
80s,” Michael said. 

Michael and Palmer said they received mixed 
responses from the Sid community regarding the 
new policy. Many students regarded the ban on 
privates as a less severe response than expected, 
especially since the semester is close to finished, 
they said. Some students had expressed fears of 
sanctions, such as Sid’s entire budget being cut. 

Punishment versus policy 
Michael said the terminology regarding the 

new policy had changed: The administration and 
Sid master had originally been in contact with the 
college government regarding sanctions, but fol-
lowing discussions the student-enforced private 
party ban was agreed upon. 

Self-governance is 
the best option. The 
students in these 
positions aren’t just 
figureheads. 

Griffin Palmer 
Sid Chief Justice 

“The sanctions are supposed to encourage 
people to take responsibility for their own ac-
tions,” Michael said. 

According to Michael, other proposed options 
were considered, including a ban on all public 
events, such as public parties, college nights and 
pub nights, for the next two years. 

Michael and Palmer rejected such a policy as 
unfair to incoming freshmen and less likely to cre-
ate lasting changes. 

“[Associate Dean of Undergraduates Don] Ost-
diek thought [the public event option] would be 
legitimately viewed as a punishment, so it would 
be something you’d endure and then things 
would go back to exactly the way they were,” 
Palmer said. “He thought this might be a situation 
where we could actually change the way these 
[events] are thrown or thought about, to create a 
safer environment that we didn’t have before.” 

Palmer said it was important to discourage 
unregistered events, but not prevent students 
from following existing procedures for events. 

“We wanted to make sure we didn’t punish 
somebody for doing something right,” Palmer 
said. “If you go through the proper process for 
registering a public party, that’s what they want 
you to do. By taking that away, you’re taking away 
people’s capability of doing it in the right way, so 
they’re probably going to go more behind closed 
doors, which is a less safe option.” 

Student self-governance 
Hutchinson said the private party ban and 

associated changes were not administrative sanc-
tions against Sid. 

“These policies were not sanctions against the 
college, but were worked out in cooperation with 
the Sid Rich College master Ken Whitmire and 
with my office, led by Associate Dean Ostdiek,” 
Hutchinson said. “We wanted the college to dem-
onstrate that it could govern itself, rather than 
simply responding to outside direction.” 

Hutchinson said he sees the involvement of 
Sid student leadership in the creation and en-
forcement of the changes as a success of the col-
lege system. 

“[Sid leaders] have led community-based dis-
cussions leading to remarkable strides in student 
self-governance,” Hutchinson said. “If all stu-
dents at Sid Rich will comply with the policies led 
by the college leadership, Sid will be a stronger 
community with many, many fewer concerns of 
problematic and illegal behavior.” 

Palmer said he is optimistic about the involve-
ment of Sid government in the changes. 

“The administration has a lot of confidence in 
student leadership,” Palmer said. “We’ll be able 
to show everybody that we had a bad situation 
here and we’ll actually be able to do something 
about it to have something positive come out of it. 
It’ll show that self-governance is the best option: 
We have this bit of autonomy and self-policing 
that actually legitimately works and the students 
in these positions aren’t just figureheads.” 

Spotted 

courtesy nicki mcmillian 

McMurtry College senior Juan Cruz poses during Hanszen College’s 
second annual campus-wide pre-Beer Bike event, Color Powder War. 

0TRESPASS
            FROM PAGE 1 

fight, even before officers or security specialists 
were deployed,” Whitehead said. 

According to Lovett College President Rahul 
Kothari, several students at different colleges 
called RUPD in regards to three males exhibiting 
predatory behavior. 

“In the process of making these calls, there 
was a great deal of miscommunication between 
college leadership and RUPD that led to delayed 
response times,” Kothari, a junior, said. 

Kelly said the trespassers were present at Mc-
Murtry around 7:30 a.m. Following reports from 
students that the men were making them feel 
uncomfortable, a McMurtry student called RUPD 
three times around 8 a.m., but an officer was not 
sent immediately. The student did not wish to be 
identified. 

“[The student] said the Lovett CJ had re-
quested an officer an hour ago at that point 
and no one had come yet, so [the student] was 
on the phone trying to get in touch with an 
RUPD officer,” Kelly said. “The first two times, 
they said we’ve got someone on it. They were 
being generally flippant. At 8:22 when [the 
student] called again, they said they sent 
someone over. [The student] was waiting out 
for 20 minutes.” 

While the calls were being placed, McMurtry 
Chief Justice Albert Nabiullin said he recognized 
the trespassers in the quad based on a picture 
sent on the chief justices’ group chat and asked 
them to leave for their inappropriate behavior. Ac-
cording to Nabiullin, a sophomore, the men were 
holding Brown College’s caregiving shirts when 
he approached them. 

“When I questioned them about the shirts, 
they stated that the shirts did not belong to 
them and did not know how they got there,” 
Nabiullin said. 

Even before the attempts at Lovett and Mc-
Murtry to contact RUPD, the men were asked to 
leave both Martel and Brown earlier that morn-
ing. Brown head caregiver Hannah Park said 
she suspects they got the shirts from Brown at 
this time. 

“We had a caregiving station on first floor 
where the box of shirts were for the caregivers 
on shift for Beer Bike, and they must have gotten 
them in between shifts when no one was paying 
any attention,” Park, a sophomore, said. 

However, the details of the incident and the 
trespassers’ activities throughout the morning 
remain hazy. While the college presidents are 
not providing specific comments regarding the 
trespassers at the moment, they will meet with 
Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson and 
Whitehead next week to address the issue, ac-
cording to Martel President Ly Nguyen. Kothari 
said the presidents will work together with 
Hutchinson and Whitehead to prioritize stu-
dent safety. 

“The presidents are working closely with the 
administration and Chief Whitehead to further 
investigate this incident and to move forward in 
a manner that ensures that student safety is our 
top priority,” Kothari said. 

Until then, RUPD will proceed with the inves-
tigation, according to Whitehead. He applauded 
the college presidents and CJs for their vigilance. 

“I still think that even what we know now and 
what we knew then, I wish we had done more 
to support them,” Whitehead said. “That’s why 
we’re continuing to look into it.” 

Jessica Kelly is the Thresher assistant photo 
editor. 
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Rice considers changes to ‘master’ title 
Maurice Frediere 

Thresher Staff 

The residential college masters and 
university administration are discussing 
whether or not the title “master” should 
be changed, according to Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson. These 
conversations occur on the heels of student 
protests against the term at other universities 
due to its historical ties to slavery. 

Hutchinson said a decision on whether 
the term should be changed is not imminent. 

“The college masters and I have been in 
active discussion about the title for quite 
some time,” Hutchinson said. “We are also 
engaging the provost and the president in 
this discussion. Since these discussions 
are ongoing, it is not yet appropriate to 
share any of the discussion or any potential 
conclusions. Doing so would preempt the 
conversations which are occurring.” 

After student outcry over the use of 
“master” to refer to the heads of their 
residential houses, Princeton University 
changed the name of the heads of their 
residential houses in November, and Harvard 
University followed suit a month later. Yale 
University is currently reviewing the title and 
will reach a decision by the end of the school 
year, while the University of Oxford and 
Cambridge University both still use the term. 
Princeton changed the title to simply “head” 
of a residential college. 

The use of the title “master” to refer 
to the heads of Rice’s residential colleges 
dates back to 1956, when Rice transitioned 
from the traditional dormitory system to 
its current residential college system. The 
system was based on those at Harvard, Yale 
and Princeton, which in turn had adopted 
the residential housing system as well as the 
term “master” from Oxford and Cambridge. 
At Oxford, the use of the term “master” 
may have originated as a shorthand for 
“headmaster” or “schoolmaster.” 

Duncan College master Caleb McDaniel 
said the college masters have been devoting 

some time from each of their campus-wide 
monthly meetings to discussing their title. 

“We formed a subcommittee to look more 
closely at the issue over the winter break, 
and a report from the subcommittee was 
circulated at our January meeting,” McDaniel, 
a professor of 19th-century American history, 
said. “But even before last fall, a number of 
masters had expressed concern that the title 
no longer accurately represents the jobs that 
we actually do.” 

Student opinion on the matter at Rice is 
varied. 

Brown College junior James Carter said he 
believes the name should be changed. 

“I personally believe that the term should 
be abolished because I don’t think it reflects 
the values that a 21st century Rice wants to 
instill,” Carter said. “In thinking about the 
term as one drenched in connotations of 
slavery and masculinity to denote authority, 
I think Rice could do a lot better for its 
stakeholders.” 

Jed Greenberg, a Jones College freshman, 
agreed that the name should be changed 
if it is offensive to some students. He also 
indicated his appreciation for the dialogue 
occurring on campus. 

“I’m not certain of the etymology of the 
title, but I’ve read enough English literature 
to know that it’s been in use since well before 
the founding of this nation,” Greenberg 
said. “That being said, if it does evoke the 
image of slavery and create an unwelcoming 
environment for some, there’s no reason not 
to change it. Most of all, I’m glad that we’re 
able to have a civil conversation on these 
important issues without descending into the 
pandemonium that seems all too common on 
campuses across America.” 

Duncan College senior Ashley Buchanan 
said she believes it is important to 
contextualize the term, which has been 
especially evident in her experiences using 
the term around people who are unfamiliar 
with Rice. 

“I personally see no problem with the 
term when it is used in its proper context,” 

Buchanan said. “When I’m referring to them 
in front of someone that isn’t from Rice, I 
call them ‘headmasters’ (Hogwarts style) 
or ‘residential college masters’ or ‘dorm 
masters.’” 

However, Buchanan said she understood 
why the term may be offensive. 

“When I was a freshmen and sophomore, 
it was very awkward for me as a black student 
explaining to someone outside of Rice why I 
refer to them as my masters,” Buchanan said. 

The term ‘master’ 
evokes slavery. Under no 
circumstances should 
an African-American 
student be asked to call 
anyone ‘master.’ 

Craig Considine
Professor of Sociology 

Alumnus Christopher Buck (Duncan ’15) 
articulated a different viewpoint and said he 
felt that the term should be understood in its 
contemporary rather than historical context. 

“There’s an enormous difference between 
the roles and titles of ‘early 2000s residential 
college master’ and ‘early 1800s plantation 
slave master,’” Buck said. “It would be very 
misguided to draw parallels between the 
two. Just because the word ‘master’ has been 
used for different roles throughout history 
doesn’t mean we should eliminate it from our 
contemporary vernacular.” 

Dean of Harvard College Rakesh Khurana, 
who leads one of Harvard’s residential 
houses, articulated similar concerns in 
December when he spoke on the decision to 
change the title. 

“It’s an ancient word that is now being 
used in a 21st-century context, and that layers 
on new meanings that we have to grapple 
with,” Khurana said to the Harvard Crimson 
student newspaper. “But when we use it in 
the context of a university in the United 
States — a country with a history of slavery 
and of racial discrimination — that adds 
meaning and significance to the term that we 
can’t easily dismiss by focusing narrowly on 
its classical roots.” 

Hanszen College freshman Gary Dreyer 
said he felt student opinion was an important 
factor to take into consideration. 

“I don’t necessarily see the need to 
change it, but if the majority of students in 
a referendum demand the change, I think it 
should be respected,” Dreyer said. 

Duncan College junior Sam Herrera 
expressed a similar sentiment. 

“Personally, I don’t have an issue with 
the term, but if any students/faculty do 
have issues with it, they should be able to 
express their opinion and merit some sort of 
university response,” Herrera said. 

Craig Considine, a professor of sociology, 
said he believes that the title should be 
changed. Considine said the history of the 
term mandates university action to remedy 
the situation. 

“In the imagination of some Rice students, 
the term ‘master’ evokes slavery, an utterly 
dehumanizing institution that was especially 
abominable in the United States,” Considine, 
whose research focuses on race relations, 
said. “Under no circumstances should an 
African-American student be asked to call 
anyone ‘master.’ University officials should 
take steps to replace ‘master’ to foster 
inclusiveness and improve the racial climate 
among Rice students.” 

There is currently no timeline for when a 
decision will be made. 

100 YEARS 
of 

THRESHER 
Join us in celebrating the Thresher’s 

100th year with our centennial magazine. 

April 8, 2016 | 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Academic Quad 
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Longtime professor 
passes away at 92 

Rice English majors
organize association 

Emily Abdow College senior, echoed this idea when describing 
Thresher Staff why she feels the organization is necessary. 

“I have always felt that in some ways it is 
Students have formed a new resource group, harder for English majors to create a community 

the English Undergraduate Association, focused than engineering majors,” Nazarian said. 
on connecting English majors across Rice. “Because while engineering majors can work on 

English department chair Rosemary Hennessy problem sets together, English majors can’t really 
and the Director of Undergraduate Studies do the same with essays.” 
Betty Joseph approached English major Magen 
Eissenstat to undertake the endeavor. Eissenstat, 
a McMurtry College junior, engaged her fellow 
English majors last semester by discussing the 
English department’s ideas at an academic Amidst a career-driven advising meeting, and Ian Schimmel, a lecturer 
in creative writing and faculty advisor for Rice’s student body and 
literary journal, “R2: The Rice Review,” came on 
board with the project by agreeing to serve as the results-driven society, it 
group’s sponsor. 

“I am very lucky to have the humanities takes a bold soul to be 
community I have at McMurtry,” Eissenstat said. an English major. “But I often hear from people that they only know 
one or two other English majors at their college. 
That doesn’t need to be the case because we 
actually have a significant number of majors on Ian Schimmel 
campus, they’re just spread out.” Lecturer of Creative Writing 

The organization’s first meeting occurred 
in late January when English majors gathered 
to discuss their hopes and goals. According to 
Eissenstat, the group identified community 
building, advising and communication within 
the department as points they wanted to tackle. Joseph identified two central goals of the 

“I think an organization like this really has English Undergraduate Association which are 
the potential to bring us together so we can learn also stated missions of Rice University: readying 
from each other, foster a culture of advising from students for diverse career paths and lives and 
upperclassmen to new students and provide a advancing knowledge of the humanities. 
space where we can get to know faculty, graduate Eissenstat said she hopes to fulfill these 
students and others,” Eissenstat said. missions through outreach events including 

According to Joseph, English is the largest dinners with faculty members, a writing party 
department within the humanities division. during dead days for English majors to write final 
Eissenstat explained that despite large numbers, paperswithcoffeeandsnacks,andaneventcalled 
feelings of isolation among English majors arise “What Do You Do with a B.A. in English?” which 
due to the large number of classes offered and the will feature senior English majors discussing their 
more solitary nature of an English major’s work. career paths. 

English major Tina Nazarian, a McMurtry Read the full article online at ricethresher.org. 

Drew Keller 
News Editor 

A memorial service will be held in Houston 
on Saturday for Jean-Claude DeBremaecker, 
an outspoken professor of geophysics at Rice 
for 30 years who passed away Feb. 11. 

According to his daughter Suzanne Wil-
liams (Baker ’76), DeBremaecker was 92, 
having been born in Belgium in 1923. DeBre-
maecker earned his M.A. at Louisiana State 
University and his Ph.D. at the University of 
California, Berkeley. He came to Rice in 1959 
and served as professor from 1965 to 1994. 

“He was easily identified on campus rid-
ing his bicycle with no hands,” Williams said. 
“Eating at the Jones College French table, 
mentoring numerous grad students and at-
tending musical events at Rice were among 
his favorite activities at Rice.” 

DeBremaecker was a vocal member of the 
forerunner committee to the Faculty Senate, 
often advocating for what he saw as stu-
dent interests. He wrote several letters to the 
Thresher in favor of increasing student in-
put to the administration, as well as a letter 
opposing the Vietnam War and a letter sup-
porting Eugene McCarthy’s 1968 presidential 
campaign, for which he served as Houston 
chairman. In one letter from 1963, DeBre-
maecker criticized the harsh grading of a fi-

0BIKE 
FROM PAGE 1 
ing Will Rice together as a community and I want 
that experience for everyone,” Dimoff said. 

In the men’s race, Wiess College crossed 
the finish line in second place. Wiess’ men’s 
bike team captain Yoseph Maguire said he felt 
the race was much more interesting. 

“Martel and Wiess both were underdogs 
going into Beer Bike, yet because of the rain 
and the wind, we ended up turning out a 
huge upset,” Maguire, a sophomore, said. 
“It encouraged a huge sense of unity among 
Wiessmen and a surge in Wiess pride. I an-
ticipate it’ll help Wiess improve for Beer Bike 
next year.” 

Brown College women’s bike captain Ali-
son Lindsay said Brown also was disappoint-
ed about the rain, especially since interest in 
biking for the men’s and women’s teams not 
only met but exceeded the required number. 

“We were upset when we found out that 
it was Beer Run — one of our captains even 

nal exam, which he said indicated a lack of 
caring about students by faculty. 

“His sharp intellect, keen sense of humor 
and joie de vivre will be missed by all who 
knew him,” Williams said. 

The memorial service will be held from 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m. at the First Unitarian Universal-
ist Church. 

Jean-Claude DeBremaecker 

drove over to the track with towels to try and 
dry the puddle in the pit,” Lindsay said. “Once 
Beer Run started, we all had a great time, but 
we still want to [do] a bike race.” 

In response to the rain, several captains 
and coordinators across campus are working 
together to organize a completely unofficial 
race, called Pizza Bike, for this Saturday at 
11 a.m. as a chance for bikers to get together 
and have a friendly competition, according to 
Losey and Lindsay. 

“To my understanding, there will be no al-
cohol and it will not be a part in any sense of 
the word,” Losey said. 

The Graduate Student Association, Mar-
tel, Brown, Duncan College and Jones will be 
participating in Pizza Bike to at least some ex-
tent, whether that involves a full team with pit 
crew and chuggers or only a few bikers from 
either the men’s or women’s team. Maguire 
said Wiess chose not to participate because 
of the logistical challenges it presents. Dimoff 
said Will Rice will participate if Pizza Bike is 
an approved event through any administrative 
channels as necessary. 

Wiess College sophomore Yasmine Rahmat receives a hug at Design for 
America’s non-object exchange event at Coffeehouse. Rice’s DFA is host-
ing a design workshop at Willy’s Pub at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 23. 

anita alem/thresher 

Exchanging 
for good 

https://ricethresher.org
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Campus-wide discussions 
necessary for effective 

self-governance 

Sid Richardson College recently 
established a self-imposed ban on private 
parties in response to the Lads in Plaid 
incident and corresponding violations of 
the alcohol policy (see p.1). The Thresher 
believes the restriction fair, given the 
necessity of preventing similar violations 
in the near future as the college works to 
foster a culture of self-governance and 
responsibility. However, clear issues with 
how Rice and residential colleges handle 
private parties have emerged and present a 
strong opportunity for students to actively 
shape the campus’s social experience. 

Events similar to Lads in Plaid happen 
across campus throughout the year with 
minimal consequences, if any. Baker 
Christmas, the Jones victory party, Hi-Liter 
and Screw-Yer-Screw all exemplify gatherings 
that could easily be categorized as public-
privates, as Lads in Plaid is being described. 
But these other events, despite harboring 
environments conducive to the potentially 
unsafe atmosphere that ultimately doomed 
Lads in Plaid, proceed unabashed. We’re 
not advocating these parties should also 
be banned, if that is even possible, but that 
clearly policies and definitions need to be 
established to ensure the safety of partygoers, 
as well as the consistency of any consequences 
for infringements of university policy. 

This conversation must find progress, 
and for that to happen, the Student 
Association must confront the issue at a 
campus level. While each college presents 
a unique environment with their own 
challenges, a campus consensus is required 
to set reasonable expectations that colleges 
will respect. Whether it culminate in an 
amendment to the alcohol policy or otherwise, 
guided campuswide discussion can help us 

governance the campus as a whole must 
exhibit. 

However, as both Sid and Rice as a whole 
aspire toward greater self-governance, we 
cannot claim success if it is only because 
the alternative is highball offers from the 
administration. Although college leadership 
at Sid did set their own sanctions, the option 
offered by administration as punishment was 
so strict that it raises questions of how much 
of a success of student self-governance the 
matter has been. In the face of a punishment 
involving the loss of all public parties for two 
years, almost any alternative is appealing and 
laudable. 

That said, Sid’s self-imposed restriction 
is fair, especially given the remaining time in 
the semester. The crucial element is that it’s 
student-enforced,bycollegejusticespatrolling 
the halls, not RUPD; this self-enforcement 
builds responsibility and is core to the concept 
of self-governance, and is indicative of mutual 
respect and understanding between students, 
their colleges and the administration. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinionpiecesrepresentsolely theopinionof the 
piece’s author. 

self-oftypethes’thatandagreement,fi nd 

Student self-governance triumphs at Sid 
It’s been almost two months since the 

infamous Sid “Lads in Plaid” party and 
conversations about sexual assault, the 
distinction between public and private 
events and the alcohol policy have all but 
died. The only thing left on everyone’s mind 
is the SJP sanctions that seem to inevitably 
follow such public incidents. Clearly, the 
administration must be out to make an 
example of Sid and no longer trusts students 
to responsibly police themselves. 

This mindset is incredibly unsettling. The 
Rice community isn’t concerned that these 
seemingly inevitable sanctions might make 
Sid safer, it’s speculating about the worst 
that might happen to their own college in 
a similar situation. This thought process 
is dangerous to student self-governance at 
Rice. It implies that the student leaders we 
elect to represent us cannot be trusted to 
respond appropriately to dangerous actions 
in our communities, and that they rely on 
the looming power of administrators to make 
examples of individuals to save face. Such 
attitudes stem from preconceived notions 
unrepresentative of the residential college 
system and student self-governance at Rice. 

These attitudes aren’t reflective of the way 
the administration approaches problems 
of the magnitude of the Sid party. The Sid 
A-Team and student leadership have not once 
received a directive from the administration 
punishing our college for the party. The 
administration’s role in student governance 
is not to punish us for our mistakes but to 
teach us to fix problems for ourselves. This 
desire to cultivate student leadership and 

personal growth was apparent in every 
meeting I’ve had with Associate Dean 
Ostdiek, as he focused on understanding 
the current Sid climate rather than rush to 
judgement. It has been apparent in every 
interaction I’ve had with Dean Hutch, as he 
provided me and Sid government guidance in 
our response to the party. In every check-in 
from the Wellbeing Office as they supported 
students through this stressful time, in my 
interview with SJP and in conversations with 
so many other administrators — they want to 
let us lead. However, when it becomes clear 
that failing systems and student attitudes 
have put individuals’ safety at risk, they have 
an obligation to step in and help nudge us in 
the right direction. 

That is why I am proud to say Sid is not 
being sanctioned by SJP. Instead, we have 
worked with Associate Dean Ostdiek, our 
A-Team, our government and our justice 
system to implement restrictions designed 
to rebuild our community’s attitude toward 
alcohol and respect for each other. The 
agreement focuses on improving those 
behaviors — if we cannot responsibly have 
private events, we need to refocus on our 
public events and what makes them safe. 
That is why, for the rest of the semester, 
Sidizens will not be hosting private parties. 
We have the power to police it ourselves, 
with justices periodically walking the 
building on busy social nights to ensure 
that members of our community remain 
accountable and responsible. However, we 
cannot do this alone. We need the support 
of the administration and our A-Team for the 

Last week, the Thresher published a few 
op-eds expressing disgruntlement with Rice 
academic support systems. Perhaps the 
support systems themselves need support, 
they argue. Though these articles do raise 
some valid points and areas of improvement, 
the articulated dissatisfaction is largely 
overstated. I hope to clarify and discuss 
some of the concerns here. 

First and foremost, Head PAAs and 
Fellows at every college have an open door 
policy, as does the Office of Academic 
Advising. If PAAs or Fellows ever have any 
concerns, questions or suggestions, they 
are encouraged to share them. In fact, every 
PAA and Fellow meeting at Sid ends with 
the heads asking, “Any issues, concerns or 
ideas for future events?” Moreover, the OAA 
regularly sends out surveys to the PAAs and 
Fellows at major landmarks in the semester 
for direct, anonymous feedback. Not to 
mention, the OAA implemented the OAA 
liaison program specifically for PAAs to 
give feedback for their college’s program. 
The masters at every college fulfill similar 
roles for the Fellows programs. All in all, 
we welcome criticism. But if that criticism 
1) goes unvoiced, 2) is not disseminated 
through the proper channels or 3) in any 
other way is not acted upon, then the heads 
cannot help foster change. It is easy to point 
fingers at the Head PAAs, Fellows or the OAA 
when concerns regarding these academic 
programs arise, but if you want to effect 

change, you have to be proactive. Change 
comes as much from the bottom up as it does 
from the top down. 

Second, the PAAs specifically work within 
a community of advising. It is not a PAA’s job 
to be able to cater to every student, which 
is precisely why we have a referral system. 
This very notion is emphasized at every PAA 
training event: You do not need to be able 
to answer every question. On the flip side, 
some argue that everyone should have access 
to the PAA materials to educate themselves, 
citing the age-old idiom: “You can give a 
man a fish or teach a man to fish.” However, 
students need only to drop a line in the water 
to find all of those materials on the OAA 
website, just a click away. Additionally, the 
General Announcements (aka the “official 
PAA handbook”) are available to everyone. 

Third, the Fellows program has been 
criticized for being unstandardized across 
the colleges. Why not have one set of rules 
across the colleges? To this issue, the 
Fellows program can be likened to health 
care, education or environmental policy 
across the nation: It is up to the states (i.e. 
colleges), not the federal government (i.e. 
university as a whole). Leaving it up to the 
colleges allows for college-level flexibility 
and adaptability. Colleges still communicate 
with one another, but they can customize 
their programs according to their own 
cultures. It is a privilege that our programs 
are structured this way. 

authority we need to push us back on track. 
Even before we need the support of 

administrators, we need the support of the 
Rice student body. Don’t get mad when your 
friends at Sid don’t invite you over, and 
instead respect their investment in their 
community’s decision. Don’t complain that 
the administration is punishing us only 
because of the publicity of the party, and 
instead praise them for allowing us to analyze 
the situation and decide an appropriate 
response for ourselves. Don’t refuse to come 
to our public party this semester to protest 
the lack of privates, and instead bring all 
your friends to support our well-planned, 
exciting party! 

I am proud of the partnership between 
Sid and the administration that has effected 
such a powerful demonstration of student 
governance. I hope you too can appreciate 
the process and respect the results. 

aSidRichar 
College 
seniorand 
former 
president 

Lauren Sc 

Academic advising: A call to action 
Clearly, I did not address every point 

raised in the aforementioned pieces, but 
I did hit the three main points I thought 
stood out. Additionally, I believe that most 
(if not all) of the concerns raised would be 
addressed by being proactive PAAs and 
Fellows, as mentioned in my first point. We 
must not become complacent. If you have an 
idea, shout it! If you think your heads need to 
be doing something that they are not, bring 
it up! When you get a survey, fill it out! Use 
the channels you have been given to make a 
difference in these programs, and I assure 
you they will only get stronger. 

If you want to discuss any of the points 
I did not address in this piece, feel free to 
contact me at cmg10@rice.edu. 

aSidRic 
College 
junioran 
Head PAA 

CyrusG 
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Letter to the Editor: 
Proposed credit hour limit impedes student academics 

The Committee for Undergraduate 
Curriculum is proposing a credit hour 
limit (from 20 to 18), and I believe that this 
proposal is a pointless effort detrimental to 
Rice’s academic values. It will prevent many 
students from graduating on time or at least 
achieving their undergraduate goals in the 
allotted time of four years. Whether you agree 
with me or not, please voice your opinion 
and speak to your SA senators, as they will 
meet with the CUC this Wednesday. 

There is no issue with the current 20 hour 
limit. What does this proposal do besides 
limit students? If students don’t want to take 
more than 18 hours, they don’t have to. The 
drop deadline being so late into the semester 
and the pass/fail option gives students who 
realize they have overloaded themselves 
a way out, and the students who remain in 
over 18 hours feel they are performing fine by 
their own standards. 

Imposing the credit 
hour limit will make 
it more difficult and 
less likely for students 
to be able to pursue 
their interests outside 
of their major. 

Many students, especially in engineering, 
need to take 18-plus hours during at least one 
of their semesters at Rice to graduate in four 
years. Yes, they can petition, but why should 
they need to surmount an unnecessary 
barrier just to be able to graduate on time? 

I am also concerned that this proposed 
limit will also hinder students in taking 
classes outside their major. One of the 
things I love most about Rice academics 
is the almost liberal arts feel, as I have 
opportunities to become a well-rounded 
student. I can take classes in economics, 
philosophy and whatever else I am interested 
in as a bioengineering major. Many of my 
friends at other schools don’t have this 
luxury. Imposing the credit hour limit will 
make it less likely that students will be able 
to pursue their interests outside of their 
major, as they must ensure they can fit their 
major requirements within the 18-hour limit. 

If they can’t, they likely won’t go through the 
trouble of petitioning, taking away from them 
unique and amazing academic opportunities 
at Rice. The credit hour limit may also 
dissuade students from double or triple 
majoring, and may even result in a lower 
number of prospective students. Not only 
will many students be dissatisfied with the 
new academic setup, but also some students 
who want to graduate early due to financial 
or whatever other reasons may not be able to. 

Overall, the credit hour limit will be 
detrimental to the academic values of 
Rice, lower its academic attractiveness to 
prospective students and prevent current 
students from reaching their academic goals. 

Andy Zhang 
Jones College 
Class of 2018 

Revisiting college jacks: Out of line and out of sync 
On Tuesday night of Willy Week, Brown 

College was jacked in a totally unacceptable 
manner. This “jack” involved putting sexual 
lubricant on the door handles throughout 
the Brown Tower and Quads, and though 
that was supposed to be it, several other 
acts occurred in conjunction with it. Such 
additional actions included a discharged 
fire extinguisher in stairwell B of the Brown 
Tower between the second and fourth 
floors, a damaged exit sign, damages to the 
Beer Bike float and a turned off light to the 
quad stairwell. The students involved in 
the additional actions were addressed and 
reprimanded, so with this appropriate action 
taken I wish to focus on the nature of the 
“jack” itself. 

This “jack” is incredibly problematic for 
many reasons. First of all, the perpetrators 
never contacted Brown’s Jacks Coordinator, 
meaning this jack was never cleared 
according to policy. Of course, this raises 
concerns about general jack policy, but I 
shall return to this point later. 

Second of all, this “jack” presents so 
many safety violations it is almost ludicrous 
to consider how this was even conceived as 
an appropriate prank. As was brought to my 
attention by several of my fellow Brownies, 
the doors were hard to grip due to the lube on 
them. The lube wasn’t merely on entrances 
to rooms, it was also on exits to the building 
itself. If an emergency happened we would 
have had obstacles to safe evacuation 
of the building. This was furthered by 
the discharged fire extinguisher in the 
stairwell. Visibility in the stairwell had been 
diminished, presenting a clear hazard to 
those traversing the stairs. In addition, there 
was a small panic about the potential toxicity 
of breathing in the extinguisher fumes 
— thank goodness our college president 
quickly contacted Housing and Dining and 
assured the safety of students who may have 

accidentally inhaled the fumes deemed to be 
nontoxic. 

Expanding upon safety and H&D brings 
me to my third point: Responsibility for 
cleaning this defamation basically rested 
on the custodians at Brown. For no reason 
whatsoever should custodians be made to 
clean the messes of careless students. Their 
jobs are already tedious enough, and they 
already assume too much responsibility in 
cleaning up the wastes of O-Week, Baker 
13, Beer Bike and public parties. Besides, it 
is the policy of jacks that those who commit 
them are responsible for cleaning them up in 
a timely manner, which won’t happen in this 
case since this “jack” presented safety and 
hygiene hazards. 

Jacks can take many 
different forms and are 
supposed to be made 
in jest of our culture 
of residential college 
competition. But how 
do we determine what 
constitutes a jack versus 
a distasteful prank? 

OK, so what? Some people were stupid and 
made some mistakes. Why is this such a big 
deal? I strongly believe that this incident at 

Brown points to a larger problem on campus 
concerning the culture of jacks itself. 

Of course, the context and facts 
surrounding the above incident could very 
likely change as we gather more details about 
how and why it occurred from those who 
committed it, meaning this could very well 
not be representative of other jacks at Rice. 
However, the culture of jacks on campus 
has fundamental issues, and this incident 
highlights these issues. 

The policy for jacks is very loose, if almost 
entirely nonexistent. Rice administration 
doesn’t approve of or facilitate jacks. Instead, 
jacks policy is decided, agreed upon and 
wielded by the Beer Bike coordinators and the 
ordained jacks coordinators of each college. 
I don’t mean these people any disservice 
— they take on large responsibilities 
involving creativity, communication and 
mass coordination between parties. But 
the policies used in their current nature 
leave discrepancies and large potential for 
misunderstandings, which result in jacks 
that are seen less as fun pranks and more as 
distracting, potentially harmful nuisances. 

Perhaps the largest issue here is that the 
colleges uphold these policies to different 
standards and in differing ways. Clearly, 
communication and approval from the 
college meant to be jacked in the above 
case was disregarded or forgotten. There 
are glaring disparities in the prioritizations 
of each college in this regard, and not just 
concerning this incident, or this year, but 
past years as well. 

Furthermore, I feel that there are many 
differing ways students are currently 
interpreting what jacks are supposed to be, 
look like and symbolize. Jacks can take many 
different forms and are supposed to be made 
in jest of our culture of residential college 
competition. But how do we determine what 
constitutes a jack versus a distasteful prank? 

How do we determine what is acceptable? 
How do we discern the meanings of jacks 
when so many over time have been reacted 
to as insults rather than endearing hilarities? 
The contexts of Beer Bike or O-Week are 
simply not enough. 

I encourage the Student Association 
to deliberate upon and invent proper, 
campus-wide policies for jacks (or, if they 
somehow exist, revise them and make them 
more salient). As a Brown 2016 O-Week 
coordinator, I have already wished to revisit 
the purposes and performances of jacks and 
how they contribute to Rice culture. I am 
highly troubled by the harm wreaked on our 
environments, interactions and the resulting 
vitriol from students when jacks go sour. 

I want jacks to be fun, inclusive and 
more visible, especially since I view them 
as a way of combatting the intense problems 
associated with campus apathy. By no means 
do I intend to condemn them or those who 
perform them. However, though jacks have 
come a long way from the hazing-saturated 
and vandalism-riddled past of Rice, jacks 
are in need of reformation to align with 
the climate we want for our students. We 
have the student resources and creativity 
to further improve campus culture and 
decrease student apathy. Why not start here? 

Roby Joh 
Brown Coll 
junior 

These are not the best years of our lives 
As we near graduation season, I can’t 

help but recall and remember my own high 
school commencement, where family and 
friends gathered to bestow flowers, presents 
and various pieces of college-related advice. 
I’m willing to bet that if there’s one universal 
comment at these kind of things, it is this: 
“College is the best four years of your life.” 

It makes sense, considering our culture 
idealizes the college years. But I’m sure 
any current student who watches “Animal 
House” or “Legally Blonde” could easily tell 
you that portrayals of college experiences 
tend to be oversimplified to either some kind 
of never-ending bout of drunkenness or a 
series of brilliant, intellectual revelations. 
We should only be so lucky. 

Don’t get me wrong — college is obviously 
great. Living with your best friends, fewer 
family responsibilities, your only job is to 
learn something, for crying out loud. It’s 
really a sweet job to have: student. 

I’m more concerned that our society is so 
cynical to believe that nothing better could 
occur post-graduation. Yes, the job market 
may be a mess, but there must be more to look 
forward to than work. I, for one, am excited 
to have a fully developed brain and more 

sophisticated tastes in alcohol. Certainly, 
there will be terrible times ahead too, but 
let’s not forge our uncharted destinies with 
visions of millennial gloom. 

I’m sure most of us also share the 
sentiment that college can sometimes be the 
worst. When you’re crying at night, in some 
forgotten private study room on the fifth 
floor of Fondy, I’m sure you’re not thinking, 
“It just doesn’t get better than this.” Or, when 
you are eating servery food on a Sunday 
night in your sex-prohibiting bunk bed, I’m 
sure you’re not saying, “It’s all downhill from 
here, folks.” 

There is a constant pressure to suck every 
ounce of fun out of college, because it’s 
the only chance we will get to have certain 
experiences. There’s a pressure to seize 
every available opportunity — scholarships, 
fellowships, internships — and there’s a 
pressure to participate in as many social 
events as possible. While college may be 
special in terms of the scope of things we can 
do, there’s no guarantee that these will be 
the pinnacle of our endeavors. 

Let’s not fall victim to a deterministic 
view of college — that it has to be “the best,” 
or else. Let our experiences be what they are, 

and let’s hope that there will be many more 
good times (and bad times) to come. I’m not 
too proud to quote the Indigo Girls on this 
one: “The less I seek the source for some 
definitive/The closer I am to fine.” If you ask 
me, that is the piece of advice we should be 
handing out like cake to recent graduates. 

So, don’t worry if you’re not having the 
time of your life right now. Or, maybe you 
are. Either way, I wouldn’t sweat it — good 
times lie ahead too. 

Sophie Newm 
Hanszen College 
junioranda 
ThresherA&E 
editor 

HAVE AN 
OPINION? 

OF COURSE 
YOU DO. 

Submit op-eds and 
letters to the editor at 

thresher@rice.edu 
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8 ENTERTAINMENT
arts 

courtesy judy natal 

courtesy ohio university jake nyquist/thresher 

Changing RiceUniversitywelcomesartfromFotoFest’s16thInternationalBiennialofPhotographyandMixedMediaArts.Artprojects 
center around the theme ‘Changing Circumstances: Looking at the Future of the Planet’ and range from photographs 

Circumstances taken on a walk from Galveston to Marfa to printable postcards with short phrases promoting climate awareness. 

Archi-Arts showcases students’ eclectic work 
Ryan Lee 

Thresher Staff 

For those of us who cannot be found 
roaming Anderson Hall at night, the 
celebration of architecture is epitomized 
by two campus events: Architectronica and 
Archi-Arts, which is Architectronica minus 
the big party. If it is difficult to pin down 
what to expect from Archi-Arts, it is probably 
because people are picturing Architectronica 
Act II. However, Archi-Arts should really 
be considered a beast of its own. Curators 
Sam Ding and Hannah Wang explained how 
they are designing the experience to diverge 
entirely from Architectronica. 

Run by the Architecture Society of Rice, 
Archi-Arts showcases the works of Anderson 
Hall and the Shepherd School of Music, 
with additional contributions this year from 
the visual and dramatic arts department 
and Rice Dance Theater. The broad theme 
of “Nimble” is intended to encompass 
many eclectic forms of expression. Wang, 
a Hanszen College sophomore, mentioned 
how Archi-Arts can introduce students to 
a glimpse of how an entire portion of the 
student population experiences Rice. 

“A lot of people don’t know what architecture 
studentsdo,whatMUSIsaredoing,orwhatVADA 
majors are doing unless they go to these specific 
events,” Wang said. “So this is an opportunity to 
get them to come in and experience all of those.” 

Archi-Arts offers many quirks that cannot 
be found in Architectronica. For one, the event 
calls for semi-formal attire to create an air of 
sophistication. On the culinary side, wine and 
cheese will be offered for more refined taste 
buds. One of the exhibits will even feature 
a public piece created by the frequenters of 
Coffeehouse. Ding, a Baker College sophomore, 
talked about how all this falls into place within 
the environment they envision. 

“It’s almost like a gallery opening and you 
can socialize with professors that’ll be there,” 
Ding said. “It’s a good chance for people across 
Rice to interact and talk about things that are not 
common to public parties.” 

AhighlightofArchi-Arts is theperformances 
that will be spotlighted in parallel with the 
exhibition. Those who attended last year will 
recognize solo percussionist Lucas Sanchez. 
An enthusiast of new music, Sanchez will 
feature the experimental pieces of Casey 
Cangelosi (Master of Music ’09). He shared 
how Archi-Arts offers a unique venue to 
highlight music that even Shepherd students 
might not be exposed to. 

“When I see an opportunity like this, it’s 
pretty cool to expand everyone’s repertoire,” 
Sanchez, a graduate student, said. “I don’t 
get a lot of opportunities to play this kind of 
music at Shepherd.” 

This year is the also the first time VADA 
and RDT will be contributing to Archi-Arts. 
Will Rice College junior Edna Otuomagie, 

who is on the film track, manipulates light 
and color in her series of color photograms. 
She addressed the significance of Archi-Arts 
expanding to include other artistic creations. 

A lot of people don’t 
know what architecture 
students do, what 
MUSIs are doing, or 
what VADA majors are 
doing unless they go to 
these specific events. 

Hannah Wang 
Curator, Archi-Arts 

“It’s a display of the future of art at 
Rice,” Otuomagie said. “That is definitely 
something I am looking forward to.” 

Archi-Arts will take place on March 25 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Sam Ding is the Thresher A&E designer. 

5 essential 
spring 

concerts 
Sapna Suresh 

Thresher Staff 

Finish Ticket with the Vinyl Theater 
When: Saturday, March 26 
Where: The Bronze Peacock at the House 
of Blues 
Tickets: $17 

Finish Ticket is a small indie-rock ground 
with roots in northern California’s East Bay. 
Over the past few years, the young band has 
made a name for themselves in the San Fran-
cisco music scene. Drawing inspiration from 
Manchester Orchestra and the Killers, the 
band shows an impressive range, from the 
somber tunes from their first album such as 
“Tranquilize,” to more vibrant and upbeat 
songs, like “Colors” on their new EP, “When 
Night Becomes Day.” 

M83 with YACHT 
When: Saturday, April 9 
Where: White Oak Music Hall 
Tickets: $27.50 presale, $34.50 Box Office 

French electronic band M83 will be com-
ing to Houston and touring for their seventh 
album, “Junk,” which will be released just the 
day before — April 8. To get yourself ready, 
check out the single, “Do It, Try It,” or any-
thing from their previous albums including 
smash hit “Midnight City” from “Hurry Up, 
We’re Dreaming,” voted one of the 100 best al-
bums of the 2010 decade by Pitchfork Media. 

Beyonce 
When: Saturday, May 7 
Where: NRG Stadium 
Tickets: Starting at $106 

Queen Bey is back in Houston for her 
Formation World Tour, featuring brand-new 
songs off her yet-to-be-released album. While 
the details of the setlist, album release date 
and concepts are being kept under tight 
wraps, LA Times reporter Gerrick Kennedy 
released inside information that the concert 
would feature “a six-story rectangular video 
wall, turntable mainstage, flying apparatus, 
water and pyro FX on runway.” Needless to 
say, this is one you don’t want to miss. 

Carrie Underwood 
When: Tuesday, April 19 
Where: Toyota Center 
Tickets: Starting at $75 

For the country fans out there, seven-time 
Grammy winner Carrie Underwood is back 
touring for her late-2015 album, “Storyteller.” 
Featuring hits like “Smokebreak” and “Chas-
er,” this will be her first tour since her great-
est hits tour. If you’re a fan of the classics like 
“Jesus, Take the Wheel” and “All-American 
Girl,” you’re likely to hear those interspersed 
in the setlist as well. 

The 1975 
When: Saturday, May 7 
Where: Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
Tickets: Starting at $50 

You’ve probably their hit song “Chocolate” 
on the radio from time to time over the past 
couple of years, and now British rock band 
The 1975 is bringing their talents to the Wood-
lands. Just last month, they released their sec-
ond studio album “Like It When You Sleep, for 
You Are So Beautiful Yet So Unaware of It.” 
Their show will feature a number of new songs 
such as “Love Me” and “UGH!,” as well as the 
more widely known “Girls” and “Robbers.” 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors picks 
for this week s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

TEA BAR 
If you’re desperate for a new 

off-campus study spot, Rice Village 
Tea Bar and Organics could be 
your answer. Come celebrate the 
Village’s hippest new addition this 
Saturday, March 26 from 12 p.m. to 
3 p.m. Hang out with friends, drink 
some tea and win free stuff during 
the grand opening festivities. 

Tea Bar and Organics 
2408 Rice Blvd. 

teabarorganics.com 

ART MIXER 
Houston is known for its lively 

local arts scene, so don’t miss out on 
this opportunity to mingle with some 
of the industry’s most interesting 
characters at the Vox Local Arts Mixer 
Thursday, March 24 at 6:15 p.m. If the 
art doesn’t do it for you, come for the 
free fares and drink specials. The 
event is free to attend, but RSVP is 
required (via Eventbrite). 

La Grange Houston 
2517 Ralph Street 

FRONTIER FIESTA 
University of Houston’s longest 

running party tradition kicks off this 
weekend with Frontier Fiesta. The 
festival is completely student-run, free 
and this year, features a concert by 
rap duo Rae Sremmurd. Even if “No 
Type” isn’t your thing, it’s a good post-
Beer Bike opportunity to go destroy 
someone else’s campus for a change. 

University of Houston 
3874 Holman 
uh.edu/fiesta 

PLAY IN A DAY 
Rather stay on campus? Looking 

for something ever-so-slightly 
classier than Rae Sremmurd? 
Saturday night at 8 p.m., come see 
the Rice Players Play in a Day. They 
haven’t started writing it, but with 
the theme “F*ck, Marry, Kill,” the 
show promises to be a good time and, 
like the best things in life, it’s free! 

Rice University 
Hamman Hall 

players.blogs.rice.edu 
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WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW by kaylen strench 

FILM: 
‘Everybody Wants
Some!!’ 

courtesy paramount pictures 

In a phrase: The 80s follow-up to “Dazed and 
Confused.” 
Where to find it: Just premiered at SXSW, should 
hit theaters soon. 

If you’re already a Richard Linklater fan, then 
it shouldn’t take much to convince you that his 
latest philosophical college flick is oh so hip. 

“Everybody Wants Some!!” follows a 
group of college baseball players wasting 
time together before school starts up again 
in the ways you might expect: “bro-ing out,” 
drinking and smoking, desperately seeking 
female attention. However, if the critics are 
right, these activities are displayed as a tribute 
to male friendship and living in the moment, 
making EWS much more than your average 
(bleh) college bro flick. If that doesn’t intrigue 
you, then nothing will. 

TECH: 
MaKey MaKey 

courtesy makey makey 

In a phrase: Turn a banana into a keyboard. 
Where to find it: Order from makeymakey.com. 

In the online sales video for Makey Makey, 
we see its creators playing bongos on bananas, 
typing on alphabet soup letters and activating 
Mac Photobooth with a cat. According to their 
website, however, these activities only scratch 
the surface of their new technologies’ potential 
uses, possibilities literally limited only by your 
imagination. 

Though I definitely can’t tell you how it works, 
Makey Makey is designed to allow anyone to be 
an inventor, without requiring them to learn to 
code, download expensive software or take a 
bunch of classes. The device requires only that 
one know where their USB plug is and how to 
fasten a shark clip on a banana … or soup noodle 
… or whatever else your heart desires. Go crazy. 

PODCAST: 
‘The West Wing Weekly’ 

courtesy npr 

In a phrase: Reviews of every “West Wing” 
episode. 
Where to find it: iTunes. 

If you were worried that you would be stuck 
the rest of your life streaming seven years and 156 
episodes of “The West Wing” on Netflix, I have 
some exciting news. The critically acclaimed 
early 2000s show is making its debut into the 
podcast world with a new program hosted by 
Joshua Malina, who played Will Bailey on the 
last four seasons of the show, and Hrishikesh 
Hirway. 

Malina and Hirway plan to “talk their way 
through the entire series,” episode by episode, 
so, there’s plenty of material to satisfy even the 
most dedicated fans. Now maybe we will actually 
understand all that impossibly fast-paced 
Sorkinian dialogue. 

BOOK: 
‘Eeeee Eee Eeee’ 

courtesy perseus distribution 

In a phrase: The Beat generation on adderall. 
Where to find it: Amazon. 

Depressed teens search for meaning while 
delivering pizza. Disgruntled animals collude 
with aliens to kill celebrities. Such is the plot of 
Tao Lin’s first novel, “Eeeee Eee Eeee,” named 
for the sound made by dolphins in the story 
shortly before murdering Elijah Wood. 

People tend to react strongly to Tao 
Lin’s writing, praising it as the voice of the 
internet generation, and slamming it for 
being frustratingly bizarre in equal measure. 
I personally love him. His poetry includes 
such cringey titles as “some of the happiest 
moments of my life occur on AOL instant 
messenger,” and as a 90s/2000s child myself, 
he never fails to entertain me in a uniquely 
relatable but surreal way. 

Les Givral’s 

Address: 4601 Washington Ave. 77007 
Phone number: (713) 547-0444 
Price range: $ 
Website: lesgivrals.com 

Don Cafe 

Address: 9300 Bellaire Blvd. 77036 
Phone number: (713) 777-9500 
Price range: $ 
Website: doncafes.com 

Les Bag’et 

Address: 1717 Montrose Blvd. 77006 
Phone number: (832) 548-1080 
Price range: $$ 
Website: lesbaget.com 

courtesy denise lee 

Two pate and ham bahn mi from Don Cafe ($3) 

Banh mi shines i 
Denise Lee 

For the Thresher 

In a city as diverse as Houston, great Asian 
food is so easy to come by that it’s difficult to pick 
a favorite restaurant. Banh mi is one of the most 
traditional off-campus foods for Rice students, 
serving as a hearty snack, delicious meal or 
late-night food run. The banh mi, a Vietnamese-
style sandwich, contains a French baguette that 
is typically stuffed with some sort of meat (pork 
belly, chicken, pate, etc.), pickled cucumbers, 
carrots and jalapeno. Inspired by Buzzfeed’s 
Feast Mode Hunger Squad, three brave friends 
and I went on a quest to find not only our favorite 
banh mi in Houston, but also the favorites of 
the experts who craft them on a daily basis. 
After eating at a restaurant, we would ask the 
restaurant workers where they would grab a 
banh mi if not at their own establishment. There 
were several rules for all of the restaurants 
visited. First, they had to be within Houston’s 
inner loop, with the reason being most Rice 
students cannot easily get to places outside of 
it. So, as a disclaimer, this review excludes any 
restaurants in the Sharpstown/Viet-town area, 
which may or may not have better banh mi. 
Additionally, each restaurant was judged on 
several factors: baguette quality, filling quality 
and the baguette-to-filling ratio. 

With this criteria in mind, the first stop was 
Les Givral’s, an absolute classic for all Rice 
students located in the heart of Midtown. With 
all banh mi falling under $3, this is a steal 
for college students with tight budgets. Most 
sandwiches come out within five minutes, which 
is both a pro and a con. Meats are premarinated 
in a metal tin all day, and baguettes are thrown 

n Houston’s diverse food scene 
into a giant oven to be heated up in bulk, which 
reduces some of the freshness. However, the 
taste is still mostly uncompromised. The bread 
quality is top notch — crunchy on the outside, 
fluffy and pillowy on the inside. The filling 
quality is solid as well, with flavorful meats, 
crunchy veggies, fresh cilantro and a big slice of 
jalapeno pepper, which adds an intense amount 
of heat. The bread-to-filling ratio could be 
improved, as the veggies are a bit lacking. Keep 
in mind that the bread tends to run out later in 
the day, so come early if you’re hoping to catch 
dinner. While lines can be long during peak 
hours, they tend to move quickly. 

When asked for a banh mi recommendation, 
the cashier suggested Don Cafe in Bellaire; 
however, given the inner loop constraint, the next 
suggestion was Cali Sandwich & Fast Food, just 
down the street from Les Givral’s. Cali has even 
more of a hole-in-the-wall vibe than Les Givral’s, 
with the smell of incense sticks and brusque 
service greeting you as soon as you enter the 
door. While the restaurant was mostly empty, the 
sandwiches themselves took about 15 minutes to 
come out — not exactly “fast food.” The wait was 
worth it for the arrival of the sandwiches, which 
were neatly nestled in baskets, with steam rising 
steadily from them, a sign that the meats were 
cooked to order. Unfortunately, the bread quality 
did not reflect the freshness of the sandwich, as 
it leaned toward the thin side. Additionally, the 
bread was so tough on the outside that several of 
my companions noted, “The bread hurts to eat.” 
The filling-to-bread quality was plentiful, with a 
decent amount of meat and bursting with pickled 
veggies, great for those who love lots of veggies in 
their banh mi. Cali does use a fatty mayo spread 
on their sandwiches, which ties the ingredients 

together to some extent, but also leaves the 
mouth feeling greasy at the end of the meal. 

The last stop of the banh mi crawl was Les 
Bag’et, one of the new, trendy restaurants in 
the Montrose area. After having romped around 
Midtown for an afternoon, stepping inside to 
the polished wooden floors and sleek decor 
of Les Bag’et was a stark change. The prices 
certainly reflect the real estate, being triple that 
of its competitors in Chinatown, around $6-7 for 
each banh mi. Options here tend towards Asian 
fusion, with banh mi being served on either 
baguettes or croissants. The 24-hour sous vide 
pork belly is a popular option, but we opted 
for the coconut basil shrimp on a baguette to 
experience something with more “fusion” flavor. 
Service is fairly quick, with the sandwich being 
delivered in a literal wooden box — slightly 
impractical, but great for Instagram. The bread 
and filling are both fresh and flavorful, though 
a bit too rich as it’s stuffed with duck pate, 
truffle aioli and big, juicy pieces of shrimp. The 
sandwich appeals more toward American flavor 
conventions, with the fancier touches of truffle, 
flatly sliced vegetables and slivers of jalapeno, 
rather than large chunks. While delicious 
overall, the smattering of unusual ingredients 
made the sandwich taste distinct from an 
authentic banh mi. 

With so many banh mi options in Houston, 
this three-stop exploration barely touched 
the tip of the iceberg. For a classic, quick 
option that never fails, stop by Les Givral’s 
for a sandwich or two. If you’re looking for 
a trendier restaurant that could double as a 
nice date night spot, check out Les Bag’et for 
some fusion options that are sure to surprise 
both your palate and your wallet. 

Denim and ‘ungendered’ clothing trend in spring fashion 
Thu Nguyen 
Thresher Staff 

New York, Milan, London and now Paris have 
had their fashion weeks, and the collections 
have made the statements: The nostalgic fashion 
of the 90s, which has been creeping back in the 
form of Puma creepers, jelly sandals and mom 
jeans, is officially back, not just for mainstream 
streetwear but also high fashion. Tracksuits, 
bright colors, “rigid fit” jeans, slip-on shoes 
and sneakers (yes, those “Damn Daniels,” too) 
are the “it” items of the season. Who knew that 
awfully bright yellow, nylon rain jacket hand-me-
down from Ralph Lauren would actually become 
trendy? I’ve finally added my mother’s jeans and 
my father’s torn up, oversized denim jacket to my 
rotation rack, and I don’t look like a fool in this 
humidity because, well, it’s fashionable. 

Speaking of denim, it in itself is making a huge 
comeback as a trend — and not just the mom or 

jean skinny is being set aside in favor of the cotton 
threads that gave the original Levi’s their signature 
durability. The resulting rigid fit, a term taken from 
Vogue UK, provides a structure that allows one to 
easily dress a pair of jeans (straight, mom or flare) 
up or down. For those of us who have had trouble 
finding jeans that flatter our butts, rigid fit is here 
to save us. Specifically, Levi’s has just released a 
new line of jeans called the “Wedgie” jean. True 
to its name, the Wedgie accentuates and keeps in 
place all the right parts of your derriere, making it 
the newest best jean on the market specifically for 
this purpose. Whether or not this is the jean for you 
will be dependent on your personal preference. 
Besides Levi’s new release, both fast fashion and 
luxury brands have been releasing jeans with 

nnyiend that makes a sklyester blThe po .eanjfl are 

cropped flare bottoms, raw and/or undone hems, 
contrasting stitching and, true to 90s fashion, acid 
washes. 

On top of that, Zara unceremoniously released 
a new line of clothing named Ungendered this 
month.Thecapsulecollectionconsistedofaunisex 
white T-shirt, unisex pair of light washed jeans, 
unisex hoodie and unisex long sleeved pajama 
style shirt. At first, everyone was celebrating a 
moment of progress in the fashion industry — 
an attempt to recognize the non-gender-binary 
community. However, critics were quick to point 
out how each of the product names had the word 
“unisex” in it, therefore implying a binary society 
for which this clothing was made for instead of 
the ungendered community. It’s a difficult subject 
because you can easily understand where both 
Zara and critics are coming from. Zara’s approach 
is to consider unisex a term that describes both 

males and females — two terms used when 
biologically speaking about humans — and 
consider ungendered an umbrella term for “man,” 
“woman,” “nonbinary,” etc. — all terms used 
when referring to gendered/nongendered people. 
On the other hand, the connotation of unisex 
(both male and female) is often interchanged 
with the connotation of being both “man and 
woman,” which are two terms related to gender, 
not biology. Thus, using the term unisex could 
easily be misunderstood as viewing this society as 
a binary one, rather than recognizing that it is now 
a nonbinary one. 

As controversial as this collection is, though, it 
will also be the first collection to be displayed in 
stores in a section neither specifically for men nor 
women; that in itself is a huge step forward, after 
Target’s decision to take down signs labeling its 
clothing sections for men and women. 

https://lesbaget.com
https://doncafes.com
https://lesgivrals.com
https://makeymakey.com
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The Final 
Kauntdown 

From John to Wayne 
I have often heard it said that Rice is 

not a “sports school.” Supposedly, Rice 
is a place where students value academ-
ics while the athletic program operates 
in the background, quietly raising money 
for the school while students toil away in 
Fondren. For many, this may be true. Most 
students do not attend athletic events, 
visit the athletic department website or 
read this section of the Thresher. But to 
think the athletic program insignificant is 
to ignore its history, tradition and current 
prowess. 

To many Americans, the name Heis-
man is familiar. It is the name of the most 
famous individual award in sports, the 
Heisman Trophy, an honor given to the 
best Division I college football player in 
the country. The trophy is named for John 
Heisman, a legendary football coach who 
won a national championship in 1917 and 
is credited with innovating numerous cus-
toms of modern football. Interestingly, 
Heisman was the head coach and athletic 
director at Rice from 1924 to 1927. If his 
name was notable then, it is even more 
recognizable now. 

Most students do not 
attend athletic events, 
visit the athletic depart-
ment website or read this 
section of the Thresher. 
But to think the athletic 
program insignificant is 
to ignore its history, tradi-
tion and current prowess. 

If Heisman represents the icon of the 
early days of Rice Athletics, Wayne Gra-
ham represents Rice’s living legend. At the 
end of last season, Graham held a record of 
1076-442 for a winning percentage of .712 as 
Rice’s head coach. He has led the Owls to 
20 consecutive conference championships, 
21 consecutive NCAA regional berths, sev-
en College World Series appearances and 
one national championship. Graham was 
inducted into the college baseball Hall of 
Fame in 2012 and is widely recognized as 
one of the greatest college baseball coach-
es of all time. In 24 years with the Owls, he 
has coached 34 All-Americans and 14 first-
round Major League draft picks. 

Speaking of MLB draft picks, Lance 
Berkman won the National College Player 
of the Year award while at Rice. Berkman 
excelled professionally as well. He was a 
six-time All-Star and won a World Series 
championship in 2011 with the St. Louis 
Cardinals before retiring in 2013 with a 
.293 career batting average and 366 home 
runs. Berkman is not the only former Owl 
to have had professional success. Philip 
Humber, who won a national champion-
ship with the Owls in 2003, threw a perfect 
game for the Chicago White Sox in 2012. 
Brock Holt was named an All-Star for the 

0see Kauntdown, page 11 
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Andrew Grottkau 

sirui zhou/thresher 

The Rice women’s tennis team lost to Princeton University 4-3 at the George R. Brown Tennis Center on Saturday, March Doubles 19. The loss dropped the Owls to 7-6 on the season. Above, junior Alison Ho prepares to return a shot during her doubles 
trouble match, which she played alongside freshman Emily Smith. Ho and Smith lost their one-set match 4-6 to the Tigers. 

Baseball opens C-USA play with series win 
Andrew Grottkau 

Sports Editor 

The Rice baseball team has won its conference 
championship every year since 1996. Over the 
weekend, the Owls began their quest to continue 
this streak when they traveled to San Antonio to 
play a three-game series against the University 
of Texas, San Antonio. Rice won two of the three 
games to bring its record to 10-9 on the season and 
2-1 in Conference USA. 

According to head coach Wayne Graham, the 
team’s performance was impressive considering 
the circumstances. 

“It’s hard to win two out of three on the road 
sometimes, so I feel pretty good about [this se-
ries],” Graham said. 

On Friday, it looked as though the Owls were 
going to have a frustrating start to conference play. 
After holding a 3-2 lead for much of the game, 
Rice surrendered two runs to the Roadrunners in 
the bottom of the seventh inning and trailed 4-3 
entering the top of the ninth. In the ninth inning, 
however, the Owls sent 11 batters to the plate. They 
scored six runs on five hits to take a 9-4 lead and 

won by that same score. Sophomore center fielder 
Ryan Chandler went 3-for-4 on the day to lead the 
offense and junior pitcher Jon Duplantier threw six 
innings and gave up two runs to keep UTSA at bay. 

The next day, the two teams returned to action 
as Rice looked to build on its momentum from the 
series-opening victory. Unfortunately for the Owls, 
they could not overcome the strong pitching by 
UTSA senior pitcher Aaron Burns. Burns allowed 
just one run and four hits in a complete game for 
his second win of the season. He was later named 
the Conference USA Pitcher of the Week for his 
performance. Rice senior pitcher Blake Fox nearly 
equaled Burns’ performance, but he allowed two 
runs in the seventh inning to give UTSA a 3-1 lead. 
The Roadrunners added three more runs in the 
eighth inning and won the game 6-1 to even the 
series at one game apiece. 

In the series finale, the Owls mustered only 
three hits and scored just one run. On Sunday, 
however, that offensive performance was enough 
to win the game as sophomore pitchers Ricardo Sa-
linas and Glenn Otto combined to shut UTSA out. 
Otto in particular stood out as he closed the game 
with 3.1 perfect innings, striking out eight of the 

10 batters he faced. The Owls’ defense was key to 
the victory as junior outfielders Dayne Wunderlich 
and Charlie Warren each threw out a UTSA player 
at home plate. Graham said the pitching and de-
fense greatly impressed him during the game. 

“We had a great defensive game, probably our 
best defensive game of the year by far,” Graham 
said. “Both pitchers, and especially Glenn Otto, 
were really magnificent. We threw two runners out 
at home plate, so we had really great plays and reli-
ability.” 

The lone run scored when the Owls attempted 
a double steal with runners on first and second in 
the top of the fourth inning and the UTSA catcher 
rifled an errant throw past the infielders. The error 
allowed Chandler to run home and provide all of 
the offense the Owls needed. 

Despite the victories, Graham said the series 
gives him some concern moving forward. 

“[This series] tells us we better learn to hit bet-
ter,” Graham said. “The pitching is going to be 
good enough and the defense is probably going to 
be good enough but we’re going to have to put the 
ball in play a little better.” 

0see baseball, page 11 
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Boston Red Sox last season. Jose Cruz, Jr. 
important part of its schedule: conference play. 

Looking ahead, the team is entering the most 
was named the team Most Valuable Player 

Winning the Conference USA tournament would of the Toronto Blue Jays in 2001 and won 
guarantee the Owls a berth in the NCAA tourna- a Gold Glove award with the San Francisco 
ment for the 22nd consecutive year, and perform- Giants in 2003. 
ing well in regular season play would give Rice a Super Bowl Champions Don Maynard 
chance at an at-large bid even if it failed to win and Larry Izzo have played football at Rice. 
the conference tournament. Therefore, accord- Maynard is a member of the Pro Football 
ing to Graham, the upcoming Conference USA Hall of Fame, and Izzo is one of the win-
games are even more important than the rest of ningest football players ever as the captain 
the schedule. of the New England Patriots’ special teams 

unit during three of their Super Bowl cham-
pionships. Earlier this year, former Owl 
Jordan Taylor won a Super Bowl champi-
onship as a member of the Denver Broncos We had a great defensive practice squad. 

As a Rice student, if you are ignoring game, probably the best 
the athletic program, you are ignoring fu-
ture stars and living legends. While most of 
the aforementioned individuals departed 

defensive game of the 
year by far. Rice long ago, there are people here today 

who will represent the next generation of Wayne Graham legendary Rice athletes. Freshman guard 
Head Coach Marcus Evans led the country in freshman 

scoring this year and appears headed for 
improvement next season. Senior pitcher 
Blake Fox was named an All-American pri-
or to this season, and junior pitcher Jon Du-

“[Our games] are all intense, but you know plantier is projected as a top-100 MLB draft 
you’ve got to win in conference, so there’s even pick. These two pitchers may be Rice’s next 
more intensity,” Graham said. “We don’t expend MLB All-Stars, World Series champions or 
pitchers midweek when we’ve got conference stars on a national championship team. 
games coming up.” Freshman swimmer Marie-Claire Schil-

The Owls will play their first home Confer- linger and sophomore swimmer Kaitlyn 
ence USA games of the season this weekend Swinney qualified for this year’s United 
against Old Dominion University. The Gaels are States Olympic Trials. Next year, even more 
the only team with a 3-0 record in Conference star athletes will emerge. 
USA, and they hold a 16-4 record overall. Accord- While it may be easy to buy into the no-
ing to Graham, they will provide a difficult test tion that Rice is a school where academics 
for Rice. must be prioritized over athletics, to do so 

“Old Dominion’s got a high power rating and is not fair to Rice’s athletes, coaches or ath-
they’re 3-0,” Graham said. “They have a real letic staff. There is no shortage of athletic 
good team, so we’ve got our work cut out for us achievement around us, and as Rice stu-
this week.” dents, we owe it to the athletic department 

Rice will look to stop Old Dominion’s mo- to recognize that. If we do not, we may nev-
mentum and hand the Gaels their first Confer- er know when we are missing out on watch-
ence USA loss on Friday, March 25 at Reckling ing the next Lance Berkman, Don Maynard 
Park. First pitch is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. or Brock Holt. 

Houston schools host Final Four 
Andrew Grottkau the practices on campus because they are 

Sports Editor closed to outsiders. 
Despite the closed practices, Karlgaard 

Two weekends from now, Houston will said he does expect a bit more traffic than 
host the biggest college basketball event of usual over the weekend of midterm recess. 
the year: the Final Four. While the games “There might be some media trying 
will be played at nearby NRG stadium, to interview players and coaches after 
the home of the Houston Texans, Rice practices, but there should not be much 
University will be one of three host schools more traffic on campus than there is during 
for the Final Four. According to athletic a typical baseball game,” Karlgaard said. 
director Joe Karlgaard, Rice is grateful to Rice will share hosting duties with the 
host the event. University of Houston and Texas Southern 

University. According to Karlgaard, these 
schools make good hosts because they are 
willing to promote the event and the city 
itself. 

“All three schools have made a 
This event gives Rice commitment to working closely with the 

NCAA to promote the events happening all some exposure especially weekend,” Karlgaard said. “We are working 
to coordinate signage and promote the within the NCAA. I’m 
[March Madness] Music Fest and children’s 

looking forward to show- events [such as the Final Four Dribble.]” 
While the extra exposure for Rice within ing off our campus and the NCAA is beneficial, Karlgaard said there 

facilities have been unforeseeable benefits to hosting 
the Final Four as well. 

Joe Karlgaard “One of my favorite stories to tell is that 
when we last hosted this event in 2011, Athletic Director Virginia Commonwealth was playing here,” 
Karlgaard said. “At the time, [current Rice 
head coach] Mike Rhoades was coaching 
there. He got to see all of our facilities and 
what we had to offer, so when we eventually 
tried to hire him, he was familiar with the 

“This event gives Rice some exposure, campus.” 
especially within the NCAA,” Karlgaard The Final Four is not the only major 
said. “I’m looking forward to showing off sporting event that is approaching for 
our campus and our facilities.” the city of Houston. In February 2017, 

The Final Four is the culmination of the NRG Stadium will host Super Bowl LI, the 
68-team NCAA men’s basketball tournament, NFL’s championship game. The first Super 
commonly known as March Madness. The Bowl hosted by the city of Houston, Super 
four teams that advance to the semifinals Bowl VIII, was played in Rice Stadium. 
of the tournament, which currently has 16 Unfortunately, the Super Bowl is likely 
teams remaining, will travel to Houston to never to return to Rice’s campus. 
vie for the national championship. Fans who wish to attend the Final Four 

This will be the second time Rice has will have to pay up. The cheapest seats 
acted as a host of the Final Four in the available on the NCAA ticket exchange 
past six years. As a host, the university right now cost $159 each and are located in 
is responsible for advertising events the highest deck of the stadium. For those 
surrounding the Final Four, coordinating who wish to watch the games instead, the 
signage and hosting practices and meetings semifinals will be broadcast on CBS on 
for participating teams. Basketball fans and Saturday, April 2. The championship game 
media, however, will not be able to attend will also be on CBS on Monday, April 4. 

Powerlifting wins six medals 
Maddy Adams Rondon said that in addition to daily train-

Sports Editor ing and dieting, he must prepare himself men-
tally and emotionally for competitions. 

It is easy for Rice varsity athletic teams “In a normal week I weight lift at the rec 
to gain campus-wide recognition for their four times a week for about two to three hours 
achievements. For other, unaffiliated stu- at a time. Also, training involves a vigorous 
dents, however, athletic accomplishments diet,” Rondon said. “Lastly, meditation is key 
often go unlauded. A group of Rice students for me personally. Learning how to tap into 
recently competed in the Texas Strength Clas- your adrenaline and kick starting your fight or 
sic powerlifting competition in San Antonio, flight response at will is key if you want to suc-
and collectively earned six medals and two ceed in this sport.” 
first-place titles. According to Rondon, competing to the 

According to sophomore Tyler Cox, who best of his ability involves finding a balance be-
won a silver medal in the 93 kg teen event, the tween failing an attempt and injuring oneself. 
meet was a great experience for him and his “You’re thinking about how to strike the 
counterparts. right balance,” Rondon said. “You want to 

“[The team’s success] means so much,” lift as heavy as possible but you don’t want to 
Cox said. “We all go to the gym regularly and fail. You want to hit a personal record but you 
dedicate ourselves to improving our strength don’t want to injure yourself.” 
year-round. I feel like we rarely get a chance For each of the competitors, fitness, and 
to showcase our hard work, but this meet was lifting in particular, has contributed posi-
the perfect opportunity for that. It feels ex- tively to his or her Rice experience. Accord-
tremely good to get recognition.” ing to Penny, the group is a community she 

In addition to Cox, five other Rice students now considers an integral part of her life on 
earned medals. Junior Raul Rondon earned a campus. 
gold medal in the 93 kg junior division, junior “Taking the leap into powerlifting, espe-
Dan Xiang earned a silver medal in the 93 kg cially as a girl and without much knowledge 
junior division, senior Ariel Penny earned a about the sport, was a risk and could have 
gold medal in the 63 kg junior division, soph- ended badly — either in injury, or me sim-
omore Lewis Carlson earned a bronze medal ply giving up,” Penny said. “But this team 
in the 74 kg junior division and junior Roger has been so welcoming, helpful, and down-
Liang earned a silver medal in the 83 kg junior right fun. They brought me into their circle, 
division. no questions asked, and have been nothing 

For most of the team, it was their first pow- but supportive. I'm so happy I met them and 
erlifting competition. Penny said that she and had a chance to be a part of this before I 
the rest of the team were nervous going into graduate.” 
the meet, but her team helped her calm down According to Rondon, lifting helped curb 
and perform well. his childhood obesity and brought him a new-

“I was actually the first one of our group to found sense of pride and accomplishment. 
go, so I was definitely on edge,” Penny said. “I started powerlifting back in high school 
“But after doing my first squat attempt pretty as a means to lose weight and get fit, I was 
easily and having the crew of Rice guys there obese back then and I wanted to do some-
cheering me on the whole time, most of my thing about it,” Rondon said. “I worked out 
nerves were gone and the adrenaline kicked four hours in the morning and four hours at 
in. Then it became all about going for new night every day over one summer. I lost 56 
[personal records] and supporting the boys in pounds and gained a love and respect for lift-
their attempts after I finished.” ing weights.” 

According to Rondon, the team’s perfor- After posting qualifying marks in the 
mance was the product of months of hard work. Texas Strength Classic, many members of the 

“Many people don’t realize the countless team are planning to head to nationals where 
hours that we powerlifters spend perfecting they will compete with some of the best col-
our form, the hours spent training both our lege powerlifters in the country. The group 
minds and our bodies,” Rondon said. “Like plans on applying to become an official Rice 
with every sport there are skills that must be University student organization this upcom-
developed and fine-tuned.” ing academic year. 

Powerlifting Results 

GOLD 
Raul Rondon 

SILVER 93 kg junior division 
Dan Xiang 

93 kg junior division Ariel Penny BRONZE Roger Liang 63 kg junior division Lewis Carlson 83 kg junior division 
74 kg junior division Tyler Cox 

93 kg teen event 

THRESHER 
SPORTS 
be a star player 
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BEER BIKE: RECAP 
Due to the surprise and discontent at the announcement of a Beer Run (rather than the 
typical Beer Bike), we have established some better options than RPC’s ill-conceived 
alternative. Additionally, we have supplied you all with our predictions for winner. 

Beer Run – “Martel.” 
Beer Bike – Ideally anyone besides Jones/Will Rice. 
Beer Hoverboard – The football team. 
Beer Unicycle – Will Rice. Their bikers are trained in unicycling in case a wheel falls off 
mid-race. 
Beer Bored – GSA. You could see the whole team’s eyes drift longingly in the direction of 
Valhalla. 
Beer Butt-Chug – Lovett. They seem like they go pretty hard. It’s really only a few steps 
away from mud wrestling, if you think about it. 
Beer Butt-Plug – It’s anyone’s game. 
Beer Bods – Hard to narrow it down to a single college, but let’s just say Rice would 
definitely win over its peer institutions. 
Beer Bluntz – The classic crossfade challenge, crafted and mastered by the Backpage. 
Fun fact, this event is actually the key to our weekly brainstorming sessions. 

TOP FIVE FINES 
1. Whining bitchily due to the Beer Run decision (Jones, Will Rice) 
Should Beer Bike have been downgraded to a run? Of course not. Does the change 
warrant criticism? Undoubtedly. But to take it out on Martel? Come on. Martel’s like a 
four-year-old kid who still believes in Santa Claus, or the Hanukkah Fairy — you allow 
them to pretend to be a college, so they’ll just shut up and stay out of your hair. 
Complaining about the win will only make them louder, so do us all a favor and just 
pretend that they deserve it. 

2. Pee-filled balloons (Will Rice) 
Fair, the other nine colleges probably deserved it. But still, Will Rice has been putting up 
with it for 59 years now, who knew they’d finally snap? 

3. Failure to hold sufficiently boisterous pregame (Sid) 
As a college with an American-themed Beer Bike, we expected a revolution come the big 
day. A revolution against the Loud Zabernism of Several Judgmental People never reared 
its rebellious head, and the rest of campus was left disappointed. Fine well-deserved. 

4. Unregistered sacrifice (Lovett) 
On a more somber note, we at the Backpage extend our sincere condolences to those 
who saw their insides come out on Beer Bike, and we’re not talking about alcohol-in-
duced incidents. RIP to every Teddy, Kitty and Fluffy that saw its fluff flung about a dark 
cellar, to come to rest on the sticky, beer-soaked linoleum. 

5. Abuse of fine-making power (RPC) 
Seriously, think about it. You’d spend less money using a fire hose for 1.5 hours at the 
water balloon fight than filling a single balloon up with any substance besides water. 
Someone in theory could take advantage of that. 

TEMPERATURE 
SPECTRUM 

666°F 

347°F 

153°F 

92°F 

76°F 

56°F 

32°F 

27°F 

-54°F 
-56°F 

-200°F 

-459.67°F 

-666°F 

Hell. 

A charging laptop on your thighs. 

Whatever the hell is making Brown’s fire 
alarm go off each week. 

What Houston weather actually is. (If my 
grades were ever as high as the humidity 
levels, my parents would be damn proud 
of me.) 

What Houston weather should be, all the time. 

Leebron’s handshake. You’d think this is 
nice and temperate, but it’s clammier 
than the bottom of the ocean. 0/10 
would recommend. 

Freezing point of water. 

Nips can cut room temperature butter. 

Nips can cut diamonds. 

Average Antarctic temperature. 

Estimated temp of “pretty cold water” 
dumped on President Leebron for the 
ALS Ice Bucket Challenge. 

Absolute zero. 

Beer Bike morning. 

thirsty@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED 
TEACH FOR TEST MASTERS! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate 
is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We 
provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to rice-
jobs@testmasters.com 

TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School Math, 
Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, 
Humanities, and SAT/ACT prep. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $30/hr+ based on ex-
perience. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

SEEKING A SITTER to help with my 3year old 
some mornings. We are seeking someone with 
a flexible schedule that can also do evenings. 
We are willing to pay 12/15 hr. We reside in The 
Heights. Please email carimartin@ymail.com 

ARE YOU A CIGARETTE SMOKER? You may be 
eligible for a research study at BCM involving 
e-cigarettes and MRI. Participants must be 
willing to visit the clinic 3 times. For more in-
formation, call: 713-798-3502 or email: brain-
studies104@gmail.com 

HAIR MODELS WANTED! LOT 8 SALON (Rice 
Village) 281-881-1444 (call or text). All hair 
lengths needed for: graduate layers, graduat-
ed bob, pixie cut, men’s cut. Complimentary 
service includes shampoo, cut, blow dry. Su-
pervised by artistic directors. Allow 2 hours 
per service. Appts available Tues-Thurs 10am 
& 12 PM. 

  
chance at happiness. Receive $6,000 per cycle. 
Qualify for FREE Egg Freezing & Storage. Ap-
ply at donate-eggs.com 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classified 

advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication. 

First copy free, second copy $5. 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your classi-
fied advertisement, which must be 
received by 12 p.m. on the Friday 
prior to publication. 

Shannon Klein 
Advertising Manager 
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

(713) 348-4801 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
https://donate-eggs.com
mailto:studies104@gmail.com
mailto:carimartin@ymail.com
mailto:siyengar777@gmail.com
mailto:jobs@testmasters.com
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