
                     

   
   

 

  

     
    

 
   

  
     

     
  

      
      

       
   

   
    

     
       

     
    

     
    
      
      

    
     

   
    

     
     

    
     

     

     
     

        
   
    

    
      

    
    

      
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

    
    

     
    

    
      

 

     
       

  
        

 
     

     

     

 
 

    
  

 
 

 

  

 
  

 

  
    

 

   
    

       
     

     
   
    

    
   

   
    

     
    

    

    

     
     

      
   

 
 

 

   
 

    
     
     
   

   
       

    
      

    
     
    

 

   
      

 
   

 
    

    
  

     

    
     

     

    
  

    
      

 
       

     
      

   

    
      

   
   

     
     

      
      

       
 

   

        
   

    
    

     
    

     
   

   

SB#4 debate 
snubs victims 

Consider sexual misconduct 
victims before Senate votes 

see Ops p. 6 

letting voices 
be heard 

Second year of Speak Up 
Project seeks submissions 

see A&E p. 8 

Hoop, 
there it is 

Men’s basketball team 
scores 102 points in opener 

see Sports p. 11 

CS town hall 
confronts 

growth issues 
Amber Tong 

Assistant News Editor 

A town hall organized by com-
puter science majors drew over 50 
students and faculty members to 
address the opportunities and chal-
lenges associated with an increas-
ingly large CS department. 

Students voiced concerns about 
discrepancies between expectations 
and the reality of the department, 
but also optimism about an under-
graduate advisory board the Com-
puter Science Club plans to form. 

The undergraduate population 
of the CS department has soared in 
the past six years, growing from 107 
declared majors in fall 2009 to 282 in 
fall 2014, according to the Office of 
Institutional Research. 

Department chair and professor 
of computer science Vivek Sarkar 
said the entire school of engineering 
is growing but the speed and scale of 
the CS department’s expansion ex-
ceeds that of the other departments. 

“The change has been much 
more dramatic for CS,” Sarkar said. 
“The current seniors who matricu-
lated in 2012 have seen our major 
more than double in just the last 
three years.” 

Students who attended the town 
hall formed small groups to discuss 
questions provided by moderator 
and Associate Dean of Engineering 
Education Ann Saterbak. The meet-
ing culminated in a discussion about 
the issues that the advisory board 
should address, which range from 
collecting data from peer institutions 
to working with professors on course 
feedback mechanisms. 

Saterbak said that some of the 
problems raised are not unique to 
the department. 

“Class size is seen as an issue in 
several departments,” Saterbak said. 
“There are two other departments 
where enrollment in upper-level core 
courses is fairly high: [chemical and 
mechanical engineering].” 

CS Club External Vice President 
Raymond Cano, who organized the 
town hall, said the presence of fac-
ulty members broadened the scope 
of the conversation. 

0see CS, page 4 
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# of STUDENTS MISSED MEALS: 
PER MEAL PLAN 

ON-CAMPUS ALL MEALS PLANS UNDER REVIEW 
OPTION A ($2,155) 2,855 
OFF-CAMPUS ALL MEALS 
OPTIONS B,C 308 Only about two thirds of the meals
($730-$1,340) on-campus students pay for are used 
OFF-CAMPUS LUNCH ONLY 
OPTIONS D,E,F 214 
($200-$680) 

Hannah Che 
Thresher Staff 

The Student Association is 
working with Housing and Dining 
to find ways to improve the current 
meal plan system, which has been 
criticized by some students for be-
ing inflexible, according to Wiess 
College Senator Hannah Todd. 

The initiative, which will also 
reconsider offering Saturday din-
ners, will gather campus-wide 
opinion through an upcoming 
survey and develop changes that 
could be implemented for the up-
coming summer and school year. 

Todd, a sophomore, said the 
initiative was started after she be-
came aware of recurring inquiries 
and complaints submitted by stu-
dents at Wiess and across campus. 

“How can we make the meal 
plan more flexible?” Todd said. 
“How can we make it more fair 
while keeping the quality?” 

MEALS BY THE NUMBERS 
~6,000 swipes/day at all serveries on average 
On-campus plan’s meal cost: at least $6.63/meal 
~$32,000/year for new china/tumblers/silverware 
~$274,000/year for paper plates/cups/plastic ware 

The current meal plan con-
sists of six options, with only Op-
tion A available for on-campus 
students. Option A costs $2,155 
per semester and consists of 19 
meals a week for 17 weeks. Ac-
cording to H&D, this averages 
to $6.68 a meal if they are all 
utilized. The other five plan op-
tions, for off-campus students, 
include a fixed number of meals 
that average around $8 each. 

Senior Business Director of 
H&D David McDonald said the 
process of determining the meal 
plan price relies heavily on ID 
card swipe data to avoid cooking 
more food than necessary. 

“After looking at historical 
swipes on a given week or day, we 
figure out production,” McDonald 
said. “We use a matrix that uses 
the predicted number of students 
each day to determine how much 
food we should purchase and 
produce each week. ” 

There are approximately 6,000 
swipes recorded every day in the 
serveries, on average, with the 
number varying during weekends 
and breaks, according to McDon-
ald. This is equivalent to about 2 
meals used per on-campus student 
per day, since there are 2,855 stu-
dents using the on-campus meal 
plan and off-campus students 
make up an additional portion of 
the daily swipes. 

Todd said that complaints re-
garding the meal plan often point 
to unfairness for students who pay 
for all meals but miss meals or reg-
ularly skip breakfast. 

“My main problem with the 
current system is the inflexibility,” 
Giancarlo Latta, a Baker College 
junior, said. “I don’t actually use all 
the meals I pay for, so it would be 
great if we could have the option to 
purchase a plan with fewer meals, 
or have a way to somehow transfer 
unused swipes to Tetra.” 

McDonald said he understands 
concerns over the price, but that 
H&D minimizes price increases. 

“The on-campus meal plan 
only increased $5 in price from 
last year — the smallest increase 
we’ve ever had,” he said. “There is 
bound to be an increase every year 
to keep up with inflation and wage 
increases for our staff, but our mis-
sion is to keep those annual in-
creases as low as possible.” 

McDonald said students may 
not realize their actions can direct-
ly affect the price of the meal plan. 

“[The expected number of 
meals] gets skewed because of stu-
dents taking out additional food 
for others,” Executive Chef Johnny 
Curet said. “It creates a vicious 
cycle where our predictions don’t 
match the amount of students ac-
tually eating from the servery, and 
results in either underproduction 
or food waste.” 

0see MEALS, page 5 

Houston defeats HERO, split on mayor 
Drew Keller 

News Editor 

The Houston Equal Rights Ordi-
nance, a proposition to guarantee 
various anti-discrimination protec-
tions, was voted down by a signifi-
cant majority in the Nov. 3 election. 
In the mayoral election, out of a field 
of 13 candidates, Sylvester Turner 
and Bill King gained enough votes 
to advance to a runoff election to be 
held Dec. 12. 

Turner, a Democrat, won 31.5 per-
cent of the mayoral vote and King, 
a Republican, won 25.4 percent, ac-
cording to the Harris County Clerk’s 
Office. At 16.8 percent, Democrat 
Adrian Garcia was the only other 
candidate to capture more than 1/10 
of the vote. Proposition 1, supporting 
HERO, was defeated 61 percent to 39 
percent. 

HERO, a measure initially passed 
by the Houston City Council in 2014, 
prohibits employment, housing and 
public space discrimination based 
on 15 characteristics including race, 
marital or military status, sexual 
orientation and gender identity. The 
final two were additional protections 

beyond what is already established 
by federal law. 

After HERO opponents submitted 
a petition to the city against the ordi-
nance, legal challenges ensued that 
culminated in a ruling by the Texas 
Supreme Court requiring Houston 
to either repeal the law or include it 
on the election ballot. The campaign 
surrounding Tuesday’s vote gained 
state and national attention, includ-
ing comments in favor of the proposi-
tion by President Obama. 

According to the Houston Chron-
icle, Rice University had the high-
est percentage of voters in favor of 
HERO of any precinct, with nearly 
95 percent of voters at the Rice Me-
morial Center polling station voting 
yes. However, Rice had relatively low 
turnout at 25 percent. 

Austin Bae, a voting liaison, said 
many Rice students focus on larger 
elections such as the presidential 
contest instead of local decisions. 

“It seems that university students 
mainly focus on the ‘bigger’ elec-
tions,” Bae, a Jones College sopho-
more, said. “I think a lot of students 
nationwide forget that there are 
many other opportunities, in some 

case, necessities, to participate in 
elections that are crucial to making 
that presidential election actually 
mean anything.” 

Sam Herrera, chairman of the 
Rice College Republicans, said he 
believed King was the better mayor-
al candidate. According to Herrera, 
the Rice College Republicans will 
soon make an official endorsement 
for the runoff. 

“[King] addresses the biggest prob-
lems for Houston [the pension crisis, 
crime and the state of the roads] with 
effective plans,” Herrera said. “He 
would bring a new vision to city hall in 
that he is a businessman and not a ca-
reer politician.” 

Turner has served in the Texas 
House of Representatives since 1989. 
Sid Richardson College sophomore Da-

0see ELECTION, page 2 

2015 Houston Election Outcomes 
HERO Proposition NOT PASSED 

YES 
39% 

NO 
61% 

~95% of voters at the Rice precinct voted YES, the highest recorded in Houston 

Mayoral Candidates TURNER & KING 

TURNER 
31.5% 

Democrat 

KING 
25.4% 

Republican OTHERS 
43.1% 

Runoff election for Sylvester Turner & Bill King will be held on Dec. 12 

https://RICETHRESHER.ORG
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
SA considers support for climate change resolution 

The Student Association will 
be voting on whether to add its 
name to the Resolution on Climate 
Change, a petition put forth by the 
Texas Drought Project. The SA’s 
endorsement would make it one 
of 120 organizations and groups 
who have signed the resolution, 
bringing the Texas Drought Project 
closer to its 250 signature goal. 

According to the Texas Drought 
Project’s website, the resolution 
calls for the U.S. government to 
take a stance against the emission 
of greenhouse gases and in sup-
port of the movement away from 
fossil fuels at the 2015 United Na-
tions Climate Conference, to be 
held this December in Paris. 

The conference aims to arrive at 
a universal agreement on climate 

change, following a similar confer-
ence in Copenhagen in 2012 that 
postponed the signing of an agree-
ment until this year, to go into ef-
fect in 2020. 

The SA legislation would also 
call upon the Faculty Senate and 
the Graduate Student Association 
to join the SA in their support of 
the resolution, as well as for the 
university as a whole to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

The resolution would be in line 
with the 100-Year Sustainability 
Plan passed by the SA in its 2011-
2012 session. According to the As-
sociation for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Educa-
tion, that plan led to a series of 
actions and resolutions aimed at 
improving campus sustainability. 

Campus carry working group to survey students 

The campus carry working 
group has released a survey avail-
able on their website to gauge 
student opinion on whether the 
university should allow the car-
rying of concealed handguns on 
campus, as per Texas Senate Bill 
11. The survey is open to all under-
graduates and closes at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, Nov. 15. 

The bill, signed into law on 
June 13, authorizes a concealed 
handgun license owner to carry a 
concealed handgun on university 
campuses effective Aug. 1, 2016. 
Private and independent institu-
tions have until then to decide 
whether to set regulations prohib-
iting license holders from carrying 
weapons on campus after consult-
ing with students, staff and faculty. 

The survey is a component of a 
long term consultative process to 
decide whether Rice will opt out 
of the provision for private institu-
tions. The working group has also 
met with the Faculty Senate, Stu-
dent Association, Graduate Stu-
dent Association and Staff Advi-
sory Committee for input and will 
present the feedback to President 
David Leebron, who will make the 
final decision. Vice President for 
Administration Kevin E. Kirby said 
in a letter to the Rice community 
that the working group hopes to 
complete the consultative process 
by the end of the fall semester. 
More information about the bill, 
Rice’s weapons policy and forums 
for discussion can be found at 
ugcc.blogs.rice.edu. 

0ELECTION 
            FROM PAGE 1 

vid Cirillo, an intern with Turner’s campaign, 
said Turner’s experience on the House’s appro-
priations committee would help him deal with 
Houston’s debt. Cirillo also pointed to Turner’s 
support for HERO. 

“Integration and equality are tenants of 
who Sylvester Turner is, and his policies reflect 
that,” Cirillo said. “King is opposed to an equal 
rights ordinance. He is for a Houston in the past. 
Houston can’t go back. It needs to move into the 
future and prove that it is the city of true oppor-
tunity. It needs Sylvester Turner.” 

Kathryn Hokamp, public relations represen-
tative of campus advocacy group Queers & Al-
lies, expressed surprise at HERO’s defeat. 

“Even after hearing the results, even after 
talking to opponents, I still can’t process that 
so many people were against HERO,” Hokamp, 
a Martel College senior, said. “It’s extremely 
eye-opening to the amount of prejudice toward 
LGTBQ people in this city. HERO was a bill that 
should have helped everyone.” 

Hokamp, who served as Queers & Allies 
president last year, said the reason for HERO’s 
defeat was opposition to transgender rights. 
Campaign for Houston, an anti-HERO organiza-
tion, widely distributed advertising during the 
campaign alleging that HERO could allow men 
to pose as transgender women in order to gain 
access to women’s restrooms. 

“When the opposition to HERO became 
about bathrooms, it became about transpho-
bia,” Hokamp said. “We live in a hugely trans-
phobic city, and the election results confirm that 
in a scary way.” 

The successful opposition to HERO has 
caused Hokamp to rethink plans of staying in 
Houston after graduation. 

“I’ll probably end up leaving Houston be-
cause I am tired of hiding my sexuality and gen-
der identity in professional contexts,” Hokamp 
said. “In Houston, any of my employers could 
fire me if they find out I’m gay or genderqueer, 
and Houston voters made it that way.” 

Cirillo, who is also the campus leader of pro-
HERO organization Houston Unites, said he be-
lieves the vote does not reflect Houston’s values. 

“Houston turned out based on fear and 
based on lies, but I know Houston does not 
value discrimination,” Cirillo said. “Equality is 
a Houston virtue and it will not be ended by a 
vote of ignorance.” 

Cirillo said he is confident another version of 
HERO would be introduced to the City Council. 

“Thank you to every Rice student who vot-
ed,” Cirillo said. “I know, with the support of 
every Rice student, that an equal Houston will 
soon become a reality, regardless of any vote 
tonight that may say otherwise.” 

https://ugcc.blogs.rice.edu
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Demand for boba spurs 
new student business 

Elana Margosis 
Thresher Staff 

Rice students struggling with bubble tea ad-
diction can say goodbye to any chance of kicking 
their habit. The goods will soon be domestically 
produced: Five students are hard at work creating 
a boba business here on campus. 

Hanszen College senior David Cooper, Lovett 
College senior Tommy Bennett, Martel College se-
nior Leo Meister, Martel junior David Warren and 
Jones College senior Drew Sutherland created, 
manage and own the still-unnamed business. 

The students plan to begin operations selling 
its tea in bulk to Rice clubs for club fundraisers 
at the beginning of the spring semester. These fla-
vors include plain milk tea, thai tea, coffee, taro, 
jasmine, oreo and other monthly flavors. 

According to Sutherland, the business will sell 
boba tea to clubs at $2.25 and deliver the drinks 10 
minutes before sales begin. The tea will be made 
the same morning for freshness. The business will 
sell teas to clubs at variable quantities, instead of 
in orders of 100, which according to Sutherland, 
is an advantage over other vendors of the Taiwan-
ese drink when selling to Rice clubs. 

“The clubs currently buy tea from Teahouse 
at $2.50 per tea in bulk orders of 100,” Sutherland 
said. “That provides limited flexibility. They have 
to bring their own coolers to Teahouse, load it all 
up, take it back to the campus.” 

Retail sales are planned to begin later in the 
spring semester. Sutherland said the business 
will sell teas in college commons. 

“You don’t have to walk off campus,” Suther-
land said. “We’ll bring [the boba] to you.” 

The business began as a project for their Mar-
keting (BUSI 380) last March, and the students 
spent the summer and fall semester working on 
research and development. The business will be 
privately owned by the students and will not reg-
ister as a Rice-affiliated student-run business. 

Jones College sophomore Wesley Yee helped 
with taste testing and gave positive reviews. 

“[The] boba tasted amazing,” Yee said. “I par-
ticularly noticed how the tea wasn’t overly sweet 
and how the boba was soft and tasted fresh.” 

Eileen Huang, vice chair of the Rice Asian Pa-
cific American Student Alliance, said that conve-
nience will be a major factor in deciding to which 
business’ boba the club will sell at fundraisers. 

“We have used boba sales as a way to raise 
money in the past,” Huang, a Martel senior, said. 
“Most of our boba right now is from Teahouse and 
we usually have to drive to pick them up. Recent-
ly, [Teahouse] has not been accepting orders and 
it has been very inconvenient for us.” 

Sutherland estimates that the business will 
employ five to ten additional students to make 
and deliver the tea. The business plans to lease 
one of Martel College’s kitchens to prepare the tea. 

Martel Vice President Itzak Hinojosa said the 
kitchen was identified as underutilized and that 
the college voted to lease the space in Parliament 
after discussing the proposal within the college. 

“The vote passed and we are currently work-
ing to build a contract and the terms in which 
Martel will rent the space to the business,” Hi-
nojosa said. “So far, Martel does not foresee any 
potential problems.” 

Martel senior Jonathon Stach was initially 
concerned about noise and space issues arising 
with the business’ machines, but was informed 
that neither would present a problem. 

“[I] have been told that the noise level should 
be minimal, and that the machines would only 
be operational during specific hours.” Stach said. 
“So long as the information proves credible, I re-
ally shouldn’t have an issue, and would welcome 
the easy access to boba.” 

Warren said the students have enjoyed strong 
support from faculty and staff, including Vice 
President for Administration Kevin Kirby, Dean 
of Undergraduates John Hutchinson, Chemistry 
instructor Lesa Tran and Housing and Dining. 

“Their assistance along the way has made this 
possible,” Warren said. “We are very grateful for 
the opportunity to make our dream a reality.” 

jake nyquist/thresher 

Martel College senior David Lam enjoys a kiss from Mar-

Double Trouble tel sophomore Marisa Hudson and senior Cassie Peretore 
while competing in the annual Mr. Rice pageant. 
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0CS
            FROM PAGE 1 

“The professors all brought their own unique 
insights, definitely making the students think 
about what the core issues are,” Cano said. “They 
also helped to clarify many misconceptions that 
the student body had about the department.” 

Wiess College freshman and CS major Tim 
Skaras said he attended the town hall out of con-
cerns for the future of the department rooted in his 
negative experience during registration. Skaras, 
who had hoped to enroll in Computational Think-
ing (COMP 140) in fall 2015, said he was forced into 
Introduction to Game Programming in Python 
(COMP 160) due to space constraints. Skaras said 
this scenario was alarming because it contradicted 
the advertised image of Rice. 

“I came to Rice expecting the often quoted 6:1 
student to faculty ratio,” Skaras said. “It is trou-
bling to know the CS department struggles to ful-
fill that image, in the introductory classes and the 
upper level courses.” 

Lovett College junior Karin Diamond said she 
participated in the discussion because the issues 
being addressed have a personal impact. 

“I am feeling the effects of this growth particu-
larly acutely at this point in the semester as I try to 
figure out my schedule for next semester, because I 
do not have a major advisor,” Diamond said. 

Brown College senior and CS major Jake Kornb-
lau said the meeting was not organized as a forum 
where students could discuss their grievances and 
potential solutions. Instead, participants created a 
list of both the pros and cons of growth and only 
shared one or two. 

“While I applaud Dr. Saterbak for attempting 
to create a discussion that was balanced... I found 
the organization of the meeting to almost stifle dis-
cussion,” Kornblau said. 

Kornblau said the way the town hall was or-
ganized also limited opportunities for professors 
to contribute, although their input was signifi-
cant when they did participate. For instance, in 
response to students’ concerns about not getting 
into COMP 140, the class’s professor, Scott Rixner, 
pointed out that the lenient add-drop system is 
part of the problem. 

I came to Rice expecting 
the often quoted 6:1 stu-
dent to faculty ratio. The 
CS department struggles 
to fulfill that image. 

Tim Skaras 
Wiess College freshman 

According to Kornblau, Rixner said so many 
students have dropped COMP 140 that there is now 
more than enough space for those who originally 
could not register for the class. 

In fall 2014, the Committee of Undergraduate 

Curriculum proposed a limit on the number of 
drops per semester, but the proposal was dropped 
due to opposition by the student body and the Stu-
dent Association. 

Wiess College sophomore Ethan Perez said the 
meeting helped him comprehend the complexity 
of the issues faced by the CS department. 

“I got a better understanding of the problems 
CS at Rice faces... and some of the reasoning be-
hind decisions the department and various profes-
sors have made,” Perez said. 

Sarkar said he encourages students to express 
the problems that they are facing, but to be more 
careful about proposing solutions. 

“In my opinion, students have more credibil-
ity when they focus on stating what issues they 
are facing, rather how those issues should be ad-
dressed.” Sarkar said. “Because [issues are some-
thing] nobody can argue with. Those are the facts. 
If we agree that the ‘what’ is a problem, then we 
have a basis to collectively figure out ‘how’ the 
problem should be addressed.” 

According to Sarkar, the solutions can take one 
of two approaches: either restrict the number of CS 
majors, or hire more faculty members. He said the 
current faculty is split between the two options, 
but he is hopeful about investment in faculty since 
it is a national trend among universities. 

“My position is that we need to find the teach-
ing resources to meet the increased demand of 
Rice students, both majors and non-majors, who 
want to take CS classes, rather than cap our en-
rollments,” Sarkar said. “That’s what all the other 
leading computer science departments are doing. 
So why should we be left behind?” 

Kornblau said after talking to fellow students, 
he feels their real complaint is that they are not 

given the experience promised to them. 
“The administration tried to present a lot of 

facts and spin to make it seem like the growth in 
CS wasn’t bad by comparison,” Kornblau said. 
“[Meanwhile] the CS professors were staying way 
later than normal hours to try and figure out what 
students felt they were missing out on and how to 
best proceed going forward.” 

The administration will have to step in with the 
resources necessary for solutions, Sarkar said. 

“As a department, we are limited as to what we 
can do to address many of the issues brought up 
during the CS town hall,” Sarkar said. “I look for-
ward to a dialog at other levels of the university to 
discuss what can be done.” 

Dean of the School of Engineering Ned Thomas 
said the student-faculty ratio in engineering has 
grown too high, and new resources as well as re-
allocation of existing resources are needed to bal-
ance students’ freedom to pursue their aspirations 
with Rice’s traditional strengths. 

“The Data Science Initiative that was endorsed 
by the Board of Trustees last May will help CS 
through some hiring of tenure track faculty and 
non tenure track instructors,” Thomas said. “But 
still more needs to be done in order to provide a 
superior educational experience here at Rice.” 

Sarkar said the advisory board adds a structur-
al component to running the department, which 
he sees as a shared responsibility. 

Diamond said she is optimistic about the ad-
visory board despite concerns that it will lack in 
momentum of power to affect real change. 

“I appreciate the efforts of the CS club to find a 
constructive way to address the students concerns 
instead of just complaining about the depart-
ment,” Diamond said. 
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Students weigh benefits, drawbacks of small majors 
Jaecey Parham 

Thresher Staff 

In the five years from 2009 to 2014, the number 
of undergraduate students with declared humani-
ties majors decreased by over 200 students while 
the number in the natural sciences division has 
increased by a similar amount. 

Some students majoring in smaller academic 
schools and degree programs have expressed con-
cerns about the repercussions of majoring in areas 
with few students. However, others said there are 
benefits to being part of a small community. 

The School of Humanities contains the fewest 
undergraduate majors, according to the Office of 
Institutional Research: The entire humanities di-
vision held only 157 declared majors in fall 2014; 
comparatively, the psychology major alone, a part 
of the School of Social Sciences, had 209 declared 
students and mechanical engineering had 163. 

After registering for Asian Religions in America 
(ASIA 230) in spring 2015, Asian studies major Rad-
hika Sharma said she was concerned the course 
would be canceled due to lack of enrollment, since 
it only had three students after the first class. 

“I started to ask my friends to sign up for the 
class before the two-week add deadline passed 
because we needed at least five students to be reg-
istered or the class may be cut,” Sharma, a Brown 
College sophomore, said. 

Sharma said her friends added the course the 
day before the deadline and dropped it soon after 
so that the class would not get cancelled. 

Some departments may cancel courses with 
low enrollment, according to University Registrar 
David Tenney (Sid Richardson ’87), but unlike 
many institutions, Rice does not in fact have a 
policy requiring a minimum number of students 
to enroll in the course to prevent its cancellation. 

“I’ve heard that some academic departments 
closely monitor their course enrollments dur-
ing registration in order to monitor and measure 
demand,” Tenney said. “Our office will see a few 
courses cancelled before the semester starts, but 
very, very few.” 

According to Sonia Ryang, director of the Chao 
Center for Asian Studies, there are 25 to 30 students 
majoring in Asian studies at any given time and 

0MEALS
            FROM PAGE 1 

Meals at Rice were not always served buffet 
style, according to McDonald. In the past, the 
system was a la carte, where the student would 
be served individual food items by staff behind 
the counter then have their plates weighed on the 
way out before paying. 

“The old system was problematic due to con-
gestion — we would get a lot of backup inside the 
servery and people were sometimes practically 
eating all their food by the time they got to check 
out,” McDonald said. 

The current all-you-care-to-eat system is riski-
er for H&D since it is prediction-based and relies 
on student honor, according to McDonald. 

“We decided that getting students in and out 
of the servery faster was more important, and that 
we’d trust you on the honor side,” McDonald said. 
“When you share food with people that are not on 
the meal plan, you are effectually increasing the 
cost for everybody who is purchasing the plan — 
it’s not fair, and you could even call it stealing.” 

McDonald said another way students can 

roughly 15 students graduate with a bachelor’s de-
gree in the major each year. 

Sharma said she feels the largest issue with the 
department is the relative lack of resources pres-
ent for Asian studies majors, though she said the 
department was working to improve. 

“A lot of our peer universities ... have estab-
lished opportunities for Asian studies students 
that help them gain real-world experience and a 
much deeper understanding of a culture, but we 
are lacking in [these opportunities], which is un-
fortunate,” Sharma said. 

Likewise, medieval and early modern studies 
major Henry Bair said the biggest drawback of be-
ing in a small major was the smaller number of op-
portunities offered. 

“Rice already provides very little for the hu-
manities, and being a tiny major in the humani-
ties certainly doesn’t help,” Bair said. “This lack 
of resources is manifested in the dearth of public-
ity, guest lectures, relevant material in the library, 
funds for students and variety in course offerings.” 

Medieval and early modern studies is Rice’s 
smallest major; the major is interdisciplinary and 
has only two to three declared undergraduate 
students each year, according to program director 
and art history professor Diane Wolfthal. In 2011, 
there was only one MDEM major. 

“The highly interdisciplinary nature of the ma-
jor makes it easy to see how literature, art, history, 
linguistics, philosophy, religion and music are all 
interrelated,” Bair said. 

Asian studies is also interdisciplinary, which 
Ryang said allows for faculty in both the School of 
Humanities and School of Social Sciences to be af-
filiated with the Chao Center. 

French studies, another small interdisciplinary 
major, currently has only 20 declared undergradu-
ates. French studies major Alex Mardock, a Lovett 
College senior, said a small major can sometimes 
actually increase the resources available to each 
student since there is less competition. 

“The department awards generous schol-
arships to several students who hope to study 
abroad in France,” Mardock said. “The small size 
of the student population makes such opportuni-
ties attainable for most people who apply.” 

Asian studies major Karen Resnick said the 

prevent an increase in the meal plan price is to 
minimize the use of disposable ware and return 
all missing servery plates and silverware to the 
kitchen. Last year, H&D spent $32,000 replac-
ing missing china, tumblers and utensils and 
$274,000 purchasing disposable paper plates, 
cups and plastic ware. 

“We are not here to make money,” McDonald 
said. “All the revenue we receive in the board plan 
we are trying to put back into the food, and we’d 
rather not have to spend that money on replacing 
missing dishes.” 

Amy Griffiths, a Jones College freshman, said 
she thinks the food quality is impressive consider-
ing the average meal price. 

“I’m surprised at how frequently we get things 
like salmon and steak on the menu, since those 
items are quite expensive,” Griffiths said. 

Todd said the planned survey will be sent out 
in the next few weeks to get a better idea of stu-
dent opinion of the current system. 

“McMurtry SA Senator Mishi Jain and I are ex-
cited to work with H&D to come up with ways to 
optimize the meal plan for students,” Todd said. 
“Hopefully the potential survey will tell us a great 
deal more about where students lie on this issue.” 

connections students can easily build with their 
professors is the another advantage for the divi-
sions with so few students. 

“Classes are much smaller and the program 
itself cares a lot about each student individually,” 
Resnick, a Duncan College senior, said. “They are 
able to devote a lot more time and resources, as 
well as listen to student feedback.” 

Additionally, Ryang said the Asian studies 
B.A. is well-suited for double majoring with other 
subjects, including math, science and engineer-
ing. Double majoring is common in many small 
majors. According to Deborah Nelson-Campbell, 
a French studies professor, out of the 20 declared 
majors, most of the students are double majoring. 

“We have a large number of majors who are 
pre-med and enjoy their French courses because 
they are so different from science courses,” 
Nelson-Campbell said. “Many of our majors use 
French after graduation as a way to increase the 

options that they have in the job they get with their 
other major.” 

Mardock, who is majoring solely in French 
studies, said the stigma that French studies is an 
easy major or produces graduates with poor job 
prospects is a drawback to majoring in a less-pop-
ular major. 

“I was once asked, upon telling someone my 
major, ‘So, what’s your other major?’” Mardock 
said. “Personally, I’m truly passionate about my 
classes and my major.” 

Mardock said he felt that negative perceptions 
of many small majors may be preventing them 
from enrolling more students. 

“I will forever be grateful for the knowledge 
and perspective on the world that I’ve gained 
throughout my time at Rice,” Mardock said. “It 
makes me sad to know that many of my peers are 
turned away from smaller majors by the external 
pressure of these stereotypes.” 

# of Students Declared as Major in Fall 2014 
HUMANITIES 
Medieval and Early Modern Studies (smallest in HUMA) 3 
Classical Studies 4 
Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations 5 
Latin American Studies 7 
Asian Studies 21 
History 85 
English (largest in HUMA) 115 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Linguistics (smallest in SOSC) 41 
Psychology (largest in SOSC)   242 

ENGINEERING 
Civil and Environmental Engineering (smallest in ENGI) 12 
Computer Science (largest in ENGI) 282 
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Campus discourse 
requires your voice 

For a student body that is often self-de-
scribed as uninformed and apathetic, Rice 
has proven in recent weeks just how power-
ful and outspoken our voices can be. In light 
of the conversations taking place all over 
campus on Senate Bill #4, which would cre-
ate a task force to develop a course for new 
students on critical thinking in sexuality, we 
call upon more students to join the conver-
sation on these pages. If you feel your voice 
is not being heard, reach out to us and use 
the Thresher as a platform to challenge the 
status quo. 

Recently, at Wesleyan University, students 
voted to cut the newspaper’s budget due in 
part to the publishing of an op-ed critiquing 
the Black Lives Matter movement, while at 
Yale University, hundreds of students pro-
tested following a master’s email questioning 
sensitivity in regards to Halloween costumes. 
Both events reflect the precarious balance on 
college campuses between promoting free 
speech, challenging traditional thought and 
maintaining empathy towards peers. The in-
cidents at Wesleyan especially exemplify the 
importance of an undergraduate paper that 
stimulates ongoing conversation on sensitive 
topics and of students being able to critically 
differentiate between news and opinion. 

The Thresher believes it is your responsi-
bility to challenge your peers’ ideas, and it is 
our responsibility to provide you a platform 
to do so. In line with this belief, although we 
reserve the right to withhold submissions, we 
choose to publish any opinion piece that is 
sent to us. It is not our place to determine the 
validity of an individual’s opinion. Rather, 
students must understand the corresponding 
news behind an opinion piece, and formu-
late their own opinion after fully examining 
the nuances and perspectives of the story. 
Students who remain largely uninformed by 
choosing to use opinion pieces as their sole 
source of information do a disservice not 
only to themselves but to their entire com-
munity, especially if they go on to propagate 
these opinions as fact. 

That being said, while we do try our best 
to report unbiased, comprehensive news, 
we are not infallible. It is easy to miss the 
quieter voices of a news story and even eas-
ier to entirely neglect those that are silent. 
We work hard to prevent our personal opin-
ions from influencing the news we report, 
but the topics and perspectives we cover are 
undoubtedly shaped by the networks and 
connections we hold. We cannot emphasize 
enough the importance of you reaching out 
to us if you feel we are neglecting to include 
your voice or provide coverage of news that 
matters to you. 

This campus is more than capable of be-
ing informed, critically examining issues and 
engaging in debate, but we cannot allow the 
conversation to begin and end with SB#4. 
Together, the Thresher and the student body 
can ensure that pertinent issues garner the 
coverage and conversation they deserve. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the 
piece’s author. 

Editorial Staff 
Andrew Ta* 
Editor in Chief 

Yasna Haghdoost* 
Managing Editor 

Miles Kruppa*
Senior Editor 

news 
Anita Alem* Editor 
Drew Keller* Editor 
Andrew Ligeralde Asst. Editor 
Amber Tong Asst. Editor 
Justin Park Designer 

opinions 

SB#4 debates snub victims 
The upcoming vote on Senate Bill #4 this 

Wednesday will determine whether the idea of 
an evidence-based, primary prevention program 
against sexual violence will be passed along to 
the Faculty Senate. I have heard a lot of discus-
sions surrounding the proposal, some offering 
alternative solutions, others resigned to the per-
ceived inevitability of sexual assault. Very little 
of the discussion I have heard has considered the 
potential impact for victims of sexual violence. 

Yes, Rice has resources available for victims to 
help cope with sexual violence. We have counsel-
ors and Rice Health Advisors. You can go to your 
college’s adult team for help. However, none of 
these resources stop sexual assault from happen-
ing in the first place, and whenever I hear people 
questioning whether or not even the idea of a pri-
mary prevention program should be passed along 
to the Faculty Senate, I am deeply unsettled. The 
proposed curriculum has not even been designed 
yet, and a portion of our community seems dead 
set on shutting it down. Even if the program stops 
only one person from having their life preventably 
changed, the class will be worth it. 

Sexual violence is allowed by cultural norms 
that question the validity of victims’ claims, norms 
that assume all men want sex, men can’t be vic-
tims, consent is implied and that consent does not 
need to be attained. We have an opportunity to 
change Rice into a culture that supports victims, 
allows them to feel safe when making a claim and 
does not excuse people who maliciously commit 
acts of sexual violence. I am most concerned with 
the many people who commit sexual assault with-
out understanding the implications of what they 
are doing. These are, I believe, the people whom 
a sexual assault prevention program could target 
with the greatest impact. I have been sexually as-
saulted and the psychological tolls are heavy. I am 
comfortable, though, with the knowledge that, if 
my assailant had been through a course like the 
one proposed, or felt they would face any reper-
cussions, it might never have happened. 

Saying we should make punishment more se-

vere for perpetrators puts impetus on victims to 
press charges, rather than establishing a commu-
nity agreement that sexual violence is unaccept-
able in the first place. Providing resources to cope 
with sexual assault is great, but it does not stop it 
from happening in the first place. We should be ad-
dressing the primary causes of sexual assault, but 
so much of the discussion surrounding the bill so 
far has reflected superficial solutions that would 
not stop assault from happening in the first place. 

The Survey of Unwanted Sexual Experiences 
gave us a glimpse at the huge impact of sexual as-
sault on campus and SB#4 proposes a logical step 
forward. I have never felt so invalidated as when 
hearing fellow students say it would inconve-
nience new students to spend an hour every week 
considering the impact of sexual violence and 
learning to critically challenge the norms that al-
low it. These comments remind me of every time 
I hear a rape joke go unchallenged and laughed 
at, and reminds me exactly why I never pressed 
charges. The responses to SB#4 are exactly why 
victims of sexual violence don’t feel comfortable 
coming forward and pressing charges. 

It is our responsibility to approve SB#4 to 
ensure nobody’s personal sexual decisions are 
questioned or violated, and to create a safer envi-
ronment for everyone. I encourage people to have 
opinions and concerns surrounding curriculum 
and logistics, but we should all be able to stand 
behind the idea and spirit of the class, which is 
what SB#4 is actually about. 

BridgetSchi 
LovettCollegej 

Don’t let voter apathy win 
During Orientation Week, I registered to vote 

twice in the span of two days. A little strange, but 
let me explain. As soon as I turned 18, I registered 
to vote in my home state of Connecticut. Sure, 
I’m not living there for a while, and don’t care too 
much about my town’s elections, but it was the 
best option I thought I had. Then the Rice Vote 
Coalition told me that, with my on-campus Rice 
address, I could register to vote in Houston’s elec-
tions, so I re-registered to vote here. After all, I’m 
going to live on campus for four years. I care about 
the elections that decide who’s going to govern it. 

That’s not to say that I’ve been a perfect voter. 
Unfortunately there’s no cheat sheet for new vot-
ers — I had to figure out where to find the list of 
races on the ballot, research all of the candidates 
and figure out who to vote for. That’s quite a chal-
lenge for the average student, what with tests and 
homework taking up time. Most challenging of 
all, I had to remember all of those names on elec-
tion day! But I walked into the voting booth on 
Tuesday with a strong understanding of the elec-
tions for mayor and controller, and a solid posi-
tion on Proposition 1. 

As you might’ve heard, as it did manage to 
take the national stage, Proposition 1 — the refer-
endum on the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance — 
failed by quite a large margin. I’m not here to talk 

copy 

about the benefits it would’ve offered, or what the 
next step should be — we have Google for that. 
I’m here to talk about the interesting trend that 
I noticed amongst Rice students. Rice showed 
an overwhelming support of Proposition 1, both 
through the administration’s statements and the 
many hours spent by volunteers helping to raise 
awareness on the issue. 

But despite all the attention that this election 
received, there were still plenty of eligible voters 
who had either not registered or simply not voted. 
I understand that it’s difficult, and not everybody 
is interested. But voting is important. This cer-
tainly was an issue that will deeply affect many 
Houstonians for some time. There’s almost 12 
months left to register for next year’s election. Go, 
register and make sure to vote! 

McMurtryCo 
freshman 

Charlie Pau 

The Rice Thresher, the official student newspaper 
at Rice University since 1916, is published each 
Wednesday during the school year, except during 
examination periods and holidays, by the students 
of Rice University. 

Letters to the Editor must be received by 5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to publication and must be 
signed, including college and year if the writer is 
a Rice student. The Thresher reserves the rights 
to edit letters for content and length and to place 
letters on its website. 

We must re-
frame SB#4 
discussion 

In recent days, debate has reached a fever 
pitch about Senate Bill #4, a bill recommending 
the creation of a mandatory “Critical Thinking 
in Sexuality” class to combat sexual assault on 
Rice’s campus. This debate has grown increas-
ingly personal and centered on process over 
substance. Recently, many arguments have 
focused on petty attacks against individuals 
without substantive discussion of the bill itself. 
These personal attacks have no place in the 
arena of public discourse as they cheapen the 
debate and distract us from the goal of combat-
ing sexual assault. 

Admittedly, the process has been less than 
perfect. SB#4 has been more rushed than simi-
lar initiatives, but this hurriedness is due to ex-
ternal logistical constraints, not malicious ulte-
rior motives. Yes, in an ideal world there would 
have been more time for consideration and 
planning. Yet in an ideal world, we wouldn’t be 
living in a community where one in four female 
student is a victim of sexual misconduct. The 
proposal is bold and swift, but given the preva-
lence of sexual misconduct on campus, it is in 
no way rash. 

SB#4 has been the single most compre-
hensive proposal suggested to combat campus 
sexual violence at Rice. It fulfills every sexual 
assault programming guideline laid out by the 
Center for Disease Control and the Texas Associ-
ation Against Sexual Assault. Just as the TAASA 
recommends, “Critical Thinking in Sexuality” 
is comprehensive, appropriately timed, theory-
driven, socio-culturally relevant and has repeat-
ed sessions. Curricularly, it would address soci-
etal norms that perpetuate sexual and domestic 
violence, address healthy relationship skills 
and dispel myths around sexual violence, as 
recommended by the CDC. Despite what many 
think, “Critical Thinking in Sexuality” was not 
thought up in a vacuum, but was created con-
sidering research and experts in the field with 
buy-in from numerous student groups across 
campus, including the Graduate Student As-
sociation, the Women’s Resource Center, the 
Queer Resource Center and the Students Trans-
forming Rice Into a Violence-Free Environment 
coalition. 

Yet this robust reservoir of literature sup-
porting SB#4 is rarely brought up in public de-
bates as we are instead sidetracked by personal 
and procedural pettiness. For a topic as impor-
tant as this, such trivialities should not be so 
central. As we continue our discussions about 
SB4, let’s not lose track of what is truly impor-
tant: combating sexual assault. 

GriffinThomasandJustinOnwenu 
are a junior and the Lovett College president 
and a sophomore and Sid Richardson Col-
lege SA senator 
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Don’t let misinformation and uncertainty sway SB#4 vote 
As noted with the rejection of the Hous-

ton Equal Rights Ordinance last week, fear, 
uncertainty and misinformation swayed the 
uninformed, resulting in a majority rejection 
of Proposition 1. The same can be said about 
the current climate surrounding the “Critical 
Thinking in Sexuality” course here at Rice. 
From conversations I’ve had with various indi-
viduals, many are not well-informed on CTIS, 
Senate Bill #4, or the legislative process of our 
SA Senate. With a few days left until the vote, 
let’s not let misinformation, fear and uncer-
tainty drive the opposition for Senate Bill #4. 

Addressing misinformation about the vote 
for SB#4 

Voting on Senate Bill #4, “Recommendation 
to Support First-Year Critical Thinking in Sexu-
ality and Charter Related Task Force,” is not a 
vote on the curriculum for “Critical Thinking in 
Sexuality.” I can’t emphasize this enough. The 
SA is not voting on curriculum. All SA voting 
members will decide whether or not to support 
the recommendation of this potential course to 
the Faculty Senate. The legislation proposes 
the creation of a task force representative of 
the student body that will present a detailed 
outline of the course to the SA before Faculty 
Senate’s vote and final recommendations of 
the course to all other appropriate stakehold-
ers. It does not lay out the syllabus for such a 
course. It does not specifically mandate certain 
aspects of what will be discussed in this pro-
gramming. 

This legislation is not simply recommend-
ing a course about sex nor one that encour-
ages all students to start having sex. The rec-
ommended course discusses much more than 
consent and takes Texas state law into consid-
eration. SB#4 is not recommending a course 
that disrespects your beliefs, religious or oth-
erwise. 

SB#4 recommends programming that 
would tackle six problems with six proposed 
tactics (shown to the right). 

Tackling fear about student body represen-
tation 

The passing of SB#4 creates a task force 
made up of student representatives to work 
with the Faculty Senate, the University Com-

The six problems and tactics 
according to WRC Co-Director Cristell Perez 

Problem: Rice’s current program-
ming to prevent sexual assault on 
campus is voluntary. 
Solution: Create mandatory pro-
gramming in order for everyone to 
have the same baseline knowl-
edge and involvement. 

Problem: Adjudication is our cur-
rent response for several issues 
affecting the Rice community. 
Solution: If prevention is the 
goal, implementing prevention 
programming is critical. 

Problem: Discussion surrounding 
these topics are uncomfortable. 
Solution: Allocate safe, facilitated 
spaces for critical discussion as a 
seminar to allow for a more com-
fortable setting. 

Problem: Orientation Week is seen 
and treated as a catch-all fix-all for 
sexual assault prevention. 
Solution: Implement a semester-
long, one-hour seminar that goes
beyond O-Week. 

Problem: There is a lack of uni-
form educational programming. 
Solution: Design a standardized 
curriculum for this educational 
programming. 

Problem: There is no community
standard for these conversations. 
Solution: Put into effect program-
ming to set the standard of com-
munity values and allocate a time 
and place to discuss them. 

mittee on Undergraduate Curriculum and the 
Office of the Provost to develop and implement 
such programming. The current unofficial task 
force is made up of individuals who reached 
out to the SA president prior to SB#4’s public 
presentation on Oct. 28. They would ensure 
all opinions are heard and ask critical ques-
tions relating to underage students, religious 
values and beliefs, survivors of sexual assault, 
the LGBT community and the international 
student population, among other important 
topics. 

At this stage, details such as who will teach 
this course, what the curriculum will entail 
and whether or not an opt-out will be avail-
able have not been finalized. That is why the 
task force would represent the student body by 
asking for feedback and opinions and working 
with different campus resources in addition to 
the necessary stakeholders. 

Uncertainty surrounding programming should 
not be a deterrent 

No one has brought up a solution or idea 
that can tackle these problems until now. SB#4 
gives us the opportunity to recommend a so-
lution to the Faculty Senate and create a task 
force that represents the student body. SB#4 is 
legislation that supports the idea of a first-year 
seminar that focuses on fostering community 
values and sexual assault prevention. 

Discussing community values means ad-
dressing what comprises healthy and un-
healthy relationships with one’s self, friends, 
family and intimate partners, learning about 
bystander intervention and being a part of a 
culture of care. This includes many aspects of 
well-being and critical thinking about diversity 
— where all voices, regardless of religion, gen-
der, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, abili-
ties and disabilities are valued and respected. 

Focusing on sexual assault prevention nec-
essarily addresses community values. In effec-
tive prevention programs, students address 
skills like conflict resolution, assertiveness 
and relationship equality. Such a program 
would reduce stigma and address myths sur-
rounding dating and sexual violence. It would 
address norms that perpetrate domestic and 
sexual violence such as power over others 
(privilege and oppression), masculinity (gen-

der norms surrounding the classic “boys will 
be boys,” violence, anger, “man up,” etc.), and 
femininity (objectification, women as passive 
and gatekeepers of sex, etc.). Addressing vio-
lence as common and pervasive (in the media, 
for example) and types of sexual and domes-
tic violence that are not talked about (myths 
around blame) are included in the program-
ming. 

A portion of the opposition believes that a 
semester is too long for such a course or that 
we should simply strengthen our current O-
Week session on Project SAFE. The fact of the 
matter is that a single session is not enough. 
The Center for Disease Control’s Injury Cen-
ter recommends the length of such program-
ming to be nine to 12 sessions and facilitation 
should use interactive conversation and activi-
ties, hence the recommendation for the pro-
gramming to be spread over a semester. 

Speak up about SB#4 
We don’t simply study at Rice University. 

We live here. We party here. We work here. We 
form lifelong bonds and communities. I want 
to be a part of a community that not only cares 
about issues like preventing sexual assault and 
misconduct, but also takes action. That is why 
I am asking you to reach out to your friends to 
vote “YES, I support this recommendation” in 
your college’s poll. Reach out to your college 
president and senator to vote YES, reach out 
to your friends to join you in supporting this 
legislation. It’s on YOU. It’s on ME. It’s on US. 
Be informed, express your opinions and un-
certainties and get your answers questioned 
before the vote for SB#4 on Nov. 11. 

CristellPerez 
Baker College s 
andadirectoro 
the Women’s 
Resource 
Center 

LinkedIn is not the place to look for potential dates 
Looking to broaden your career network? Try-

ing to connect with business partners? Searching 
for that special someone to take your company 
to the next level? These are all perfectly reason-
able expectations to have on LinkedIn, a social 
networking site with the mission to “connect the 
world’s professionals to make them more produc-
tive and successful.” Therefore, it should go with-
out saying that LinkedIn is not the place to look for 
potential dates. Surprisingly, this is not common 
knowledge, particularly with older men. In fact, 
a recent article on Inc.com argues that LinkedIn is 
the “next online dating site” and actually encour-
ages users to seek out dating partners on a website 
designed to facilitate career networking. 

While searching for dates on LinkedIn may 
seem relatively harmless, it can create quite a 
dilemma for individuals on the receiving end of 
the solicitation. For example, Charlotte Proud-
man reported in Independent that many young 
women, including herself, have recently been 
receiving sexist messages on LinkedIn from older 
men asking them out on dates and inappropriately 
commenting on their profile pictures. Proudman 
argues that like everyone else on the website, 
these women were looking to “improve their ca-
reer prospects,” not to be approached by random 
strangers. When Proudman called these men out 

for their sexist remarks on LinkedIn, the men re-
sponded with antagonism. They were rudely inter-
fering with these women’s chances for job success 
by commenting on their appearances and asking 
them for dates instead of building real career con-
nections that could lead to job success. Further-
more, there could also be an element of danger to 
this type of interaction. The information people 
post on LinkedIn is often much more personal 
and publicly available than information they post 
on other social media sites, because they want to 
be easily sought out by companies. In the wrong 
hands, contact information and personal history 
on LinkedIn profiles can become more of a liability 
than a convenient online resume. 

I used to think behaviors like these were just 
isolated incidents until I also received a similar 
message on LinkedIn. I was talking to one of my 
mentors at a Rice Business School networking 
event, when a man in his mid-30s approached me 
and talked to me about the consulting company he 
worked for. Before leaving, he gave me his card and 
told me to email him my resume so he could see if I 
would be a good fit for the company. I was excited 
about having a possible job opportunity at an in-
teresting firm. Therefore, I was shocked to receive 
the following message on LinkedIn later that week: 

“Hey, How’s it going? Congratulations on your 

job — good on you! I didn’t exchange contact de-
tails the other day, so glad I stumbled up on (sic) 
your LinkedIn. It was fun chatting with you the 
other night at the RICE event. Do you want to get 
a drink sometime? Let me know, and I’ll be sure to 
take your number :). Cheers, ______” 

After reading his message, I had multiple ques-
tions going through my head including: How did he 
“stumble upon” my profile? Why is he asking me 
out, when the only thing we talked about was his 
company and possibly working there? Does he ex-
pect me to accept his invitation in order to get a job? 

In my response, I tried to politely turn the con-
versation back to my interest in working for the 
company: 

“Hi, ______! Thank you for your well wishes! 
I’m sorry I took so long to email you. It’s been a 
crazy couple of weeks! I emailed you my resume 
today, as I am really interested in possibly working 
in environmental consulting after I graduate this 
May. Could you please let me know if you received 
my email? I’d love to meet up for coffee sometime 
and learn more about the company and how I can 
bring value to the team. Thank you, Komal.” 

Not surprisingly, I did not receive a reply. 
To the men asking women out on LinkedIn, 

they might view this interaction as a man harm-
lessly complimenting a woman. However, as an ar-

ticle in The Atlantic put it, “receiving a compliment 
is one thing, but being put in an awkward position 
by a powerful person in the same industry is some-
thing else entirely. The act of networking is plenty 
obnoxious enough already even without consider-
ing all the gender, age and status dynamics that go 
into seeking career guidance from another human 
being.” Hence, this type of behavior creates a di-
lemma for female job seekers, especially those of 
us who are just starting to enter the workforce as 
college graduates. We need support from men in 
powerful positions in a company in order to secure 
jobs and start our careers on the right foot. Getting 
asked out and catcalled on a platform intended to 
build relationships to further our careers is there-
fore not only inappropriate but also frustrating. 

MartelCollege 
KomalAgarw 

Vulnerability an essential component of college experience 
Avoiding the odors of a communal bathroom, 

side-stepping vomit or watching the defiant na-
kedness that is Baker 13 isn’t all that enjoyable. 
In fact, my list is relatively demure. Yet, we all 
manage to cope in this microcosm of the real 
world that is both extremely small and incred-
ibly close. College seems to be a long-respected 
tradition of throwing together a group of freshly 
branded “adults” while they attempt to figure 
out life. I don’t doubt that the potion of Rice was 
prudently brewed by the admission council: a 
little chaos, stress, intellect, quirkiness, reckless-
ness, impulsivity and a hint of sexual tension. I 
had already anticipated a lot of this from college, 
but it’s the other half of the equation that isn’t 
widely broadcast: the vulnerability when practi-
cally every part of your life is exposed. 

I remember the first time I awkwardly watched 
someone cry. The culmination of stress, frustra-
tion and even confusion as to the origins of the 

meltdown led to the depletion of an entire bag 
of dark chocolate and Kleenex box. I observed as 
a bystander, feeling both incredibly out of place 
and fascinated at how abruptly I had advanced 
from acquaintance to newly acquired friend. 
This wasn’t as enjoyable as the time I watched 
people I had met sober during Orientation Week 
dance decidedly less so as that first party pro-
gressed. However, in a way, both experiences are 
the same. It took one instance for their exterior to 
crack, but once the initial level of intimacy was 
broken they suddenly became more accessible. 

We all watch each other stumble through ex-
periences, both pleasant and painful. The way 
we maintain sleep deprivation, inebriation, wak-
ing up late, heartbreak or a difficult problem set 
aren’t difficult to find. Unlike any other time in 
our lives, we no longer have the option to exist 
under a veil of formality and ignore basic truths 
about ourselves. I have yet to find a more effective 

way to expose the true nature of a human being 
than to watch them undergo midterms. It’s that 
formative stage in any budding friendship. Some 
people show a more caustic, aggressive side, 
others an unexpected resilience and control, and 
even better perhaps a warmth or empathy. 

However, it is increasingly difficult to vilify or 
idolize when the identity of our acquaintances 
and friends unravel a little further, as their im-
perfections, abilities, failures and fascinations 
are made clearer. It gives us an opportunity to 
be vulnerable that few people would willingly 
choose. And in these relatively extraordinary cir-
cumstances, we manage to adapt. Vulnerability 
is an awkward word, but it’s one of the few that 
seems to truly characterize college life. 

This is my justification for the importance of 
a real, illustrious and slightly flawed college ex-
perience. During this time in our lives, we man-
age to refine our understanding of what “living” 

is to so many people that are drastically different 
than us. Our experience here allows us to em-
brace a more accurate representation of human-
ity. Perhaps this is little consolation for having to 
do your own laundry, waiting in that long line at 
Coffeehouse, or having to tolerate that one dorm 
that won’t turn down their music. It seems like 
that’s the point. 

Elizabeth M 
aHanszenC 
freshman 
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arts 
ENTERTAINMENT 

courtesy rohit kavukuntia 

Jones College senior Drew Sutherland, performing as Ramuthra, DJs to an elaborate light show at Architec-DJ Ramuthra: 
tronica: Tabula Rasa, an annual party hosted by Rice’s undergraduate architecture students. Between 1,200 and 

Tabula Rasa 1,800 students attended what Sutherland said would be his last performance. 

Interdisciplinary gallery opens in arts district 
Lenna Mendoza 

Thresher Staff 

The Washington Avenue Arts District is 
believed to have the highest concentration 
of working artists in the state of Texas, and 
the opening of the SITE Houston exhibition 
presented a microcosm of this cultural hub. 
The space featured 30 Houston artists, whose 
work is as diverse as their backgrounds. 

The Silos at Sawyer Yard occupies one 
of Houston’s oldest buildings, a former rice 
warehouse in the First Ward. SITE Houston 
makes use of the silos which were used to store 
rice by repurposing them as individual artist’s 
spaces. The silos are arranged in the style of a 
honeycomb with one to three entrances each. 
Visitors make their way from room to room in 
the approximately 9,000-square-foot space. 
The comprehensive experience in the gallery 
is unique; each artist’s space is completely 
immersive, a cylinder containing each instal-
lation. The spaces in between each room, 
however, retain a dominantly industrial feel, 
leaving bare the history of the building. 

Lina Dib, creator of one of the installa-
tions, is both a Houston artist and a professor 
at Rice. Dib teaches First-Year Writing Inten-
sive Seminar courses for the Program in Writ-
ing and Communication and holds a doctor-
ate in anthropology. 

Her piece, “Pool of Sound,” fills one silo 
with blue light and the sound of water in re-
sponse to the motion of the viewer. 

Sound has become an important part of 
Dib’s academic and artistic life following 

anthropology research she conducted in the 
United Kingdom, which included exploring 
the relationship between sound and memory. 

“I like playing with the idea of making the 
invisible visible,” Dib said. “Or at least palpa-
ble, into something you can feel. So maybe it’s 
an argument against empty space, or at least 
the interconnectedness of things.” 

Another moment of intersection of Dib’s 
interests in anthropology and art is in the life 
of the building, one of few in Houston that 
has stood for over a hundred years. 

“Tonight I met someone who used to work 
here; the reason she came was because she 
spent 29 years working in this rice packing 
facility and wanted to see what the space 
has turned into,” Dib said. “That was really 
interesting, to get to hear stories from some-
one who inhabited this building when it was a 
completely different building.” 

Gary Watson and Syd Moen also took in-
terest in the life of the building. Their piece, 
“Silos Project,” documents the space in two 
distinct ways. One side of their silo is devoted 
to Watson’s more traditional photography, 
while Moen’s side runs clips of her 360-degree 
videography. 

“Silos Project” documents the nature of 
the building before and during its transforma-
tion into its current purpose. 

“You still felt like there was something left 
from the prior use of the building,” Watson 
said. “There was this feeling that somebody 
had just walked away from work one day 
and had just left the building … As I walked 
around … I was looking for the details, the 

signs of prior life in the building … so that I 
could capture the essence of what had gone 
on before.” 

Moen’s 360-degree videography captures 
a panoramic and incredibly busy view of the 
warehouse, contrasting with Watson’s static 
black and white images. 

“I’ve been playing with 360-degree imag-
ery for over 15 years, [since] the very begin-
ning,” Moen said. “It’s a great opportunity to 
play in a historical building and to try out new 
technology.” 

Aaron Courtland’s “Space Station in the 
Silos,” meanwhile, makes use of a projector 
and mirrors. 

“I wanted to explore space more abstract-
ly,” Courtland said. “So in the rotating images 
on the projector you’ll see different interpreta-
tions of space: clouds, water, landscapes, and 
as they hit over a thousand mirrors inside the 
silo they have these light prisms of color that 
dance on the opposite wall.” 

Other installations included a wide va-
riety of mediums and themes. “Passage” by 
Trey Duvall drips water onto a block of clay, 
slowly changing its shape over the course of 
its display. Nadia Pacheco and Andrea Por-
ter’s “Which way to the rice?” features gentle 
flower patterns made of rice covering the 
floor. “Silo Flower” places the viewer inside of 
the petals of a giant vinyl flower, its stamens 
strands of flashing blue lights. 

SITE Houston is located at 1502 Sawyer 
Street, in the Washington Avenue Arts District 
and has no admission fee. It will be open Sat-
urdays from 5-9 p.m. until Jan. 30. 

‘Speak Up’ 
offers victims 

a voice 
Kaylen Strench 

A&E Editor 

Wiess College senior Vicky Comesanas 
boldly entered the campus conversation on sex-
ual assault last winter when she directed “The 
Speak Up Project,” a series of monologues deliv-
ered by actors and written by student victims of 
unwanted sexual experiences. The project was 
so well received that an encore performance 
was included in the Houston Fringe Festival in 
September. Now, Comesanas is looking for sub-
missions for this year’s production, leading to 
questions about the project’s future and how it 
fits into the recent discussion on campus about 
sexual assault. 

Comesanas said the production’s format 
will stay the same: Rice University students who 
want to participate can submit their stories. 
Shortly after, Comesanas will assign the mono-
logues to actors, who will perfect their delivery 
over a couple of months. Then, the cast will per-
form the monologues to an audience of Rice stu-
dents, followed by a group discussion of sexual 
assault on campus. 

Comesanas said the main change is that the 
performance will run two nights instead of one, 
and will take place at the end of Sexual Assault 
Prevention Week, Jan. 29-30. Comesanas said 
one benefit of this change is that the integration 
encourages audience members to engage with 
the topic before the show. 

“It will get people thinking about the issue 
before they even come to the Speak Up Project,” 
Comesanas said. “I think that it will facilitate re-
ally good discussion after the show.” 

You need to write be-
cause, in the end, you’re 
the only one that knows 
your story. 

Vicky Comesanas 
Director, The Speak Up Project 

Comesanas said this year’s show is even 
more important now in light of discussion sur-
rounding the recent release of the Survey of Un-
wanted Sexual Experiences. 

“I think as a campus we’re moving forward, 
and it’s really, really great to see that people 
care about this issue, especially when it wasn’t 
emphasized as much in previous years,” Come-
sanas said. “But it seems like the voices of the 
victims are still missing.” 

Comesanas said she thinks the stigma as-
sociated with victimhood discourages people 
from coming forward. One problem with this, 
she said, is that energy is completely focused on 
preventing future assaults when current victims 
exist and need support now. 

“Everyone is so horrified at the thought of 
sexual assault on campus,” Comesanas said. 
“But the fact is, even though we’re trying to pre-
vent it from happening in the future, it’s already 
happened. We need to think about how we sup-
port the people who it’s already happened to.” 

0see SPEAK UP, page 10 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors picks 
for this week s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

HOUSTON 
CINEMA ARTS 
The Houston Cinema Arts Society 

presents their annual arts festival 
Nov. 12-19. Several Oscar contenders 
will be making their Houston pre-
miers, and a number of guest speak-
ers including Luke Wilson and Kid ’n 
Play will be giving talks and present-
ing short features. 

Various Locations 
houstoncinemaartsfestival.org 

THIS SIDE OF 
PARADISE 

For photography enthusiasts, 
this is the last week to catch “This 
Side of Paradise.” The exhibit is a 
massive exhibit featuring Texas’s 
top photographers. For those es-
pecially interested, curator’s tours 
run until Saturday, Nov. 14. 

Various Locations 
hcponline.org 

RUN IN THE 
PARK 

There’s no better way to do your 
morning workout then Hermann 
Park’s annual 5K, Run in the Park, 
right across the street. Walk, jog or 
run three miles around the park, and 
enjoy music, food and drinks at the 
post-race party afterwards. The race 
starts at 8 a.m., so set your alarm. 

Hermann Park 
6001 Fannin Street 
hermannpark.org 

NUTCRACKER 
MARKET 

Want to knock your holiday shop-
ping out early? There’s no better place 
to do it than the Nutcracker Market, 
where for the next two months, 300 
merchants will sell everything from 
toys to home decor to pottery. If that’s 
not enough, 10 percent of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the Houston Ballet! 

NRG Center 
One NRG Park 

nutcrackermarket.com 
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courtesy juan cruz 

Eddie (Lovett College sophomore Nickolas Walling) and Rose (Lovett College sophomore Ronnie 
McLaren) perform in ‘Dogfight: The Musical,’ a scene from Hanzsen Theatre’s ‘Benchmark Revue.’ 

‘Benchmark Revue’ struggles 
with inconsistent tone 

Cannon Lewis 
For the Thresher 

An improvisational comedy show, a one-act 
play, a short story and a theater revue all have 
something in common: They seek to entertain 
in a short period of time. In an improv show, 
the hilarity of a constructed situation is con-
stantly exploited; in a one-act play, constraints 
on length keep the action moving for the play’s 
duration; in short stories, the plot is often 
structured like a joke, with tension building to 
a punchline. For theater revues, however, there 
is no set structure. Consisting of scenes from 
different plays, revues are naturally somewhat 
eclectic and should have a unifying theme of 
some kind. Taking into account that loose 
dictum, those who put together a theater re-
vue still have the entire catalogue of theater to 
choose scenes from. The ability to select scenes 
that work well in the format of a revue is in 
large part what separates directors of enjoyable 
theater revues from directors of more mediocre 
productions. Unfortunately, Hanszen Theatre’s 
“Benchmark: A Theatre Revue,” directed by 
Hanszen College junior Rachel Buissereth, is 
marred by an absence of this selective ability. 

The intended theme of “Benchmark” is, 
somewhat cheekily, the very bench that its title 
suggests. A bench, however, is not enough of 
a unifying idea to tie together “Benchmark,” 
which is for all intents and purposes a mixture 
of scenes whose emotional tenor and content 
do not in any way flow. The revue begins with 
a scene from “Blondes” dealing with gendered 
experiences on college campuses, transitions 
all too quickly into a monologue about 9/11 
and from there proceeds through scenes deal-
ing with marital strife, prostitution, dystopian 
technocracy, the death of a loved one and a ter-
rible first date. No scene prepares you for the 
experience of the next, and the jarring experi-
ence of transitioning from the screaming of a 
woman fighting an oppressive society to a mel-
low, contemplative song about past love is very 
confusing. It is worthwhile to note here that 
each scene in the revue has its own director, 
which may contribute to the lack of cohesion. 

Beyond its issues with scene selection and 
tone, “Benchmark” also suffers from a lack of 

effective emotional acting in its non-musical 
scenes. In every scene involving anger or in-
tense emotion, the cast suffers from the com-
mon misconception that yelling or speaking 
loudly is equivalent to expressing strong emo-
tion. The acting in other scenes of “Bench-
mark” was also somewhat flat and stilted 
across the board. In “Blondes,” Jones College 
sophomore Kevin Mullin and Baker College 
freshman Sriparna Sen are supposed to be en-
gaging in a discussion about sexuality, but the 
scene comes off as two people giving individual 
monologues. The actors’ confident tones do not 
match their self-deprecating words. A similar 
effect occurs in a scene from “Closer,” where a 
conversation between Hanszen College senior 
Thomas Weinlandt and Baker College senior 
Katherine Gunn about the beginning an affair 
feels so cold and impersonal that they might as 
well be discussing the bench behind them. 

By far the best parts of “Benchmark” are the 
musical numbers. From the opening ensemble 
performance to the finale taken from “Rent,” 
the singing in “Benchmark” is phenomenal 
and powerful. Not only are the singers tal-
ented, the combination of live accompani-
ment and simple direction lend these musical 
scenes an emotional depth not matched in the 
remainder of the revue. Hanszen freshman 
Abigail Panitz singing “See I’m Smiling” and 
Wiess College junior Helen Gunn singing “I’ll 
Be Here” are notable standouts in this regard, 
as both women clearly understand what they 
are singing and convey their messages well in 
the minimalist setting. 

It is my hope that in the future Hanszen The-
atre will spend more time directing such singing 
and less time on the influences that led to the 
underwhelming remainder of “Benchmark.” 
In broad strokes, this would involve more con-
templative, understated acting and a focus on 
scenes that go well together and deliver a co-
hesive, effective message. A more substantive 
theme would have improved “Benchmark,” 
as well as the choice of fewer scenes involving 
raised voices in exchange for more complex, re-
alistic emotional situations. Future theater re-
vues could also benefit from the incorporation 
of additional musical acts, as there seems to be 
plenty of unexplored talent in this area. 
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Rice alumnus to headline show at Fitzgerald’s 
wasn’t sure what direction he wanted his 
life to take. After his first year, Bonnes took 
a gap year during which he worked as a tu-
tor, led worship at a local church and played 
music. It was during this time that Nathan 
first discovered songwriting and recorded 
his first EP, “New View of the Sun.” 

“One of the main things that I’m most ex-
cited about for songwriting is that you can 
take an experience that wasn’t good and you 
can redeem it by helping others learn from it 
and maybe even learning about it for your-
self by reflecting on it,” Bonnes said. 

By the time Bonnes decided to return to Rice 
to complete a degree in religious studies, he knew 
that he wanted to pursue music professionally. 

“I think at the end of my time off I could 
have come back and completed chemistry 
and have gotten a good job and that would 
have been a fine path … But I realized that 
I could make a living doing the things I en-
joyed,” Bonnes said. 

Along with writing and performing mu-
sic, Bonnes continues to tutor and lead 
worship at his church. Although he has met 
some success, breaking into the Texas Coun-
try scene has not been easy. 

“What I’ve been doing a lot since I’ve 
graduated has been trying to get in contact 
with venues and other bands and trying to 
connect with them,” Bonnes said. “It’s kind 
of a give and take thing where you really 
have to earn your presence in the scene to 
be respected.” 

This will be Bonnes’ third time perform-
ing at Fitzgerald’s, but his first time headlin-
ing. Fitzgerald’s features many up-and-com-
ing artists as well as nationally recognized 
acts, but isn’t traditionally a country venue, 
which is part of the reason Bonnes is excited 
about his upcoming concert. 

“It’s good to be playing at a place that 
has a little more overlap with other genres,” 
Bonnes said. 

You can listen to Bonnes’ latest EP, “To 
Love and Be Loved” on Spotify, and he is 
planning to go back into the studio next 
summer to record his first full-length album. 

0SPEAK UP 
from page 8 

Comesanas also pointed out that policies 
intended to combat sexual assault on campus 
can be very triggering for victims. 

“Policy can backfire for the victims,” 
Comesanas said. “[For instance,] Sexual As-
sault Prevention Week is like, the most stress-
ful week for victims. How do you make policy 
in a way that’s safe for the people that have 
had these experiences?” 

Comesanas said infusing victims’ voices into 
the greater conversation is the only way to ensure 
policy both helps prevent future assaults and 
supports victims. 

“The more we have victims’ voices avail-
able, the less harmful [policies] are going to 
be,” Comesanas said. “Even with all of these 
steps, you still need to have the victims’ voices 
in the conversations and you need to remove 
that stigma that comes with being a victim.” 

Comesanas said the Speak Up Project ad-
dresses this problem by allowing sexual as-
sault survivors to share their stories with the 
community without having to come forward 
publicly. 

“You don’t have to raise your hand and say, 
‘This happened to me,’” Comesanas said. “But 
by putting the story out there and saying this 
happened to someone on campus; that’s incred-
ibly powerful in helping to remove that stigma.” 

Comesanas said she experienced the 
impact of the show firsthand when she di-
rected it last year. 

“People came up to me after the show 
and said, ‘Wow I didn’t know this happened 
on campus,’” Comesanas said. “And writers 
came up to me afterward telling me how ca-
thartic it was for them.’” 

Finally, Comesanas urged current students 
with stories to submit this year. 

“You need to write [your story],” Comesanas 
said. “You need to write it because, in the end, 
you’re the only person who knows your story. It’s 
good for you, and it’s good for the community to 
know that these incidents are out there.” 

To submit or get more information, visit http:// 
on.fb.me/1PyVEKn or email director Vicky Come-
sanas at vcomesanas@rice.edu.courtesy janet ni 

Lydia Dick 
Thresher staff 

Four years ago, Rice University alumnus 
Nathan Bonnes (Brown ’15) wanted to cre-
ate an outlet for amateur musicians to per-
form at Rice. An acoustic singer-songwriter, 
Bonnes had played sets at coffee shops 
around his hometown of Corpus Christi, TX 
but didn’t see an outlet for performing at 
Rice. Coffeehouse had just moved to its larg-
er location in the Rice Memorial Center and 
Bonnes, a “Keeper of Coffee,” persuaded the 
former general manager Christine Cooper to 
use the space. Bonnes opened for the first 
“Coffeehouse Goes Acoustic” on a Wednes-
day night in spring 2012. Soon, the open mic 
nights, later called “Espresso Yourself,” be-
came a regular Wednesday night tradition 
where students could come together to play 
and listen to music. It was here that Bonnes 
first started performing and songwriting on 
a regular basis, collaborating with other mu-
sicians from around Rice. 

Fast forward to today — Bonnes is now 
pursuing music professionally, performing 
regular gigs all over Texas and starting to 
make a name for himself in the Texas Coun-
try music scene. His first officially released 
single “Broken Again” recently made the 
Top 100 on the Texas Regional Radio Charts. 
On Nov. 13, Bonnes will be headlining at 
Fitzgerald’s, one of the oldest and most 
widely recognized live music venues in the 
Greater Houston Area. 

According to Bonnes, being at Rice and 
collaborating with musicians from the Shep-
herd School of Music had a large influence 
on Bonnes’ music. 

“I think the biggest and the best thing 
was getting to collaborate with really differ-
ent and really talented people,” Bonnes said. 
“So yeah, that collaboration, that’s what 
a lot of Rice people say is that here you get 
to meet so many people that are so different 
than you and have so many different skills.” 

Bonnes entered Rice as a chemistry ma-
jor, but like many students entering college, 

mailto:vcomesanas@rice.edu


     
       

      
        

        
       

     

       
       

      
       

       
 

    
       

        
       

      
       
     

         
     

     
      

      

        
 

      
          

     

       
       

        
       

      
       

      

        
       
         
       

       
         

      
       

       
          

 
        

      
         

     
         

    
       

     
       

        
    

        
       

    

      
      

 
      

     
     
        

  
    

     
         
         
      

      
       

     
      

      
      

      
       
       

        
        

     
      

         
  

     

       
         
      

     

 

 

 
          

       
       

     
      

 
      

      

    

      
       

       
        

       
        

 
    

         
       

      
      

       
       
       

       

      
       

      
     

       
       

      
 

        
     
        

      
       

     
      

      
       
     

      
       

       
 

       
        

       
   

    
       

     
 

      
        
        

       

     
      
      

     

    

       
      

       

      
        
       

     

   
                       

                             
 

11 

photo courtesy jorge salgado 

Freshman cornerback Justin Bickham defends against junior wide receiver Cole Freytag during a 24-21 loss against the University of Texas, El Paso. Rice led 
for much of the game but allowed UTEP to kick a game-winning field goal with just 48 seconds remaining in the game. The loss knocked Rice out of conten-
tion for the C-USA title and dropped the Owls to 4-5 on the season. Rice now must win two of its final three games to qualify for a postseason bowl game. 

Late field goal gives UTEP win over Rice 
Aniket Tolpadi 

Thresher Staff 

Despite 116 receiving yards from redshirt 
junior wide receiver Zach Wright, the Rice 
University football team was unable to come 
up with what would have been a huge victory 
over the University of Texas, El Paso. Rice lost 
the contest 24-21 on a last-minute field goal 
from UTEP junior kicker Jay Mattox. 

After a scoreless first quarter in which nei-
ther offense was able to sustain any rhythm, 
both teams got rolling in the second quarter, 
as the Owls struck first on a three-yard touch-
down run by senior halfback Luke Turner. 
Rice, however, was unable to keep the lead. 
The defense’s propensity to give up big plays 
at times again surfaced, as UTEP sophomore 
quarterback Mack Leftwich connected with 
junior wide receiver Jaquan White on a 58-
yard touchdown pass to tie the game at seven. 

For the remainder of the game, the teams 
engaged in a back-and-forth affair in which 
neither team was able to take full control, 
leading to another nail-biting fourth quarter 
for the Owls. While the Owls were able to pull 
out close victories against Florida Atlantic 
University and the Army with game-winning 
fourth quarter drives earlier in the season, 
they found themselves on the opposite end 
this time around. Leftwich and senior run-
ning back Jeremiah Laufusa were able to lead 
the Miners down the field on what would be 
the game-winning drive, as Mattox put his 
team up for good with just 48 seconds left in 
the game. 

For the second consecutive game, the 

Owls’ offense appeared to stagnate due to an 
inability to run the ball consistently. Despite 
31 attempts, the team was only able to muster 
90 rushing yards, 53 of which came courtesy 
of redshirt junior running back Darik Dillard. 
Head Coach David Bailiff mentioned after last 
week’s loss to Louisiana Tech University how 
crucial it is for his offense to run the ball ef-
fectively, and that was evident yet again. The 
Owls were out-possessed for one of the few 
times this season — holding the ball for only 
26:36 — which undoubtedly played a factor in 
the team’s loss. 

Bailiff, whose team only had 22 plays in 
the second half, said the team needs to do a 
better job of capitalizing on offense. 

“When you’re playing a team that’s keep-
ing the ball and you’re having trouble stop-
ping them, we’ve got to take advantage of 
when we had the ball, and we just didn’t do 
it,” Bailiff said. “We weren’t moving people 
at the line of scrimmage well. You’ve got to 
sustain blocks, keep your helmets on people. 
We’ve got to look at this video and figure out 
why we’re having trouble establishing the 
run, because earlier in the year we were good 
at it.” 

Redshirt senior quarterback Driphus Jack-
son shared the same sentiments and said he 
attributes the loss to a lack of physicality. 

“We just got outmatched,” Jackson said. 
“They were more physical than us, they want-
ed it more than us, and they got it.” 

Several players lamented how inconsis-
tent the team has been this season, as the 
most recent loss against UTEP added to an 
incredibly up-and-down season. While there 

have been impressive victories over the Uni-
versity of North Texas, Florida Atlantic and 
Army, there have also been numerous bad 
losses, such as those to Western Kentucky 
University, Louisiana Tech University and 
now, UTEP. Redshirt senior defensive tackle 
Ross Winship said the team needs to work on 
fixing these inconsistencies. 

“Tonight we played really inconsistent 
football and left a lot of plays on the field, de-
fensively and offensively,” Winship said. “We 
have to make the plays we have to make to 
score or have stops in the critical times of the 
game. The inconsistencies of how we’ve been 
playing has really been eating us up.” 

The loss to the Miners eliminated the Owls 
from contention within the Conference USA 
West Division, leaving the Louisiana Tech 
Bulldogs and the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi as the remaining contenders. With a 
Conference USA title therefore out of reach, 
the Owls will shift their focus to qualifying 
for a bowl game for the fourth consecutive 
year. To do so, however, they will need to 
win two of their final three games, the next 
of which comes against Southern Mississippi. 
According to Jackson, it will be challenging 
road ahead, but one on which the Owls are 
ready to embark. 

“We’re just looking forward to getting 
back to it this week and moving on to South-
ern Mississippi,” Jackson said. 

The Owls will look to improve their record 
to 5-5 and get one win closer to bowl eligibil-
ity with a homecoming matchup against the 
Southern Mississippi Golden Eagles on Nov. 
14 at 2:30 p.m. at Rice Stadium. 

Soccer bids 
farewell to 

senior class 
Michael Kidd 
Thresher Staff 

Many, if not all of us, recognize the fa-
mous saying, “All good things must come 
to an end.” It appears that this also is true 
for the Rice Owls soccer team who bid fare-
well to a group of five talented seniors. 

With a loss in the opening round of 
the Conference USA tournament this past 
Wednesday in Miami, FL, the 2015 cam-
paign concluded with a 10-7-2 record. 
The senior class brought home two C-USA 
championships during their time at Rice 
and depart holding numerous team re-
cords and individual school records. 

Entering as the No. 4 seed of the tour-
nament, Rice played the No. 5 seed, Mid-
dle Tennessee State University, a team in 
which they battled to a 0-0 double over-
time draw earlier in the season. The game 
shaped out be very similar to the first in 
that Rice held the clear advantage in shots 
with 21-10 but could not find the back of 
the net. In the 78th minute of the match, 
Middle Tennessee forward Grace Summers 
hit the top right corner of the goal from just 
outside the 18-yard box to give the Blue 
Riders 1-0 lead. The C-USA defensive player 
of the season and goalkeeper Kelsey Brou-
wer proved why she was selected when she 
registered nine saves on the day. The Owls 
continued to fight getting off five shots in 
the final 11 minutes but never found the 
equalizer. 

Middle Tennessee was eliminated in the 
semifinal round of the tournament by the 
No. 2 seed Marshall University two days 
later. Regular season champions, the Uni-
versity of North Texas went on to defeat 
Marshall in the championship game of the 
tournament on Sunday to take home the 
2015 trophy. 

The season for the Owls was one of ups 
and downs for the preseason Conference 
USA favorites. The club was coming off a 
14-win season in which Head Coach Nicky 
Adams was named C-USA Coach of the Year 
while senior forward Lauren Hughes was 
awarded Offensive Player of the Year hon-
ors. The club also welcomed six freshmen 
and one transfer who all made impacts in 
one way or another this season. 

The Owls soared to a hot start to the sea-
son, opening with a 4-1-1 record through 
their first six games. Over that span, Rice’s 
only loss came at the hands of No. 5 na-
tionally ranked Texas A&M University. Af-
ter one stretch in September saw the Owls 
lose three games out of four, Rice fell to 
a 5-4-1 record. The month of October was 
much better for Rice as they rattled off four 
wins in their next five games to improve 
the record to 9-5-1. 

However, Hughes was a consistent 
piece all season for the Owls, playing up 
to her preseason expectation earning 2015 
Co-Offensive Player of the Year. Hughes led 
the team and the entire conference with 
ten assists on the season and also scored 
ten goals on the season, five of which were 
game winners. She is just the third player 
in Rice school history to be tabbed First-
Team All-Conference three times in her 
career. She is ending her career holding 
school records in goals (39), assists (28) 
and points (106), among numerous other 
accolades. 

Senior forward Holly Hargreaves, a 
four-year starter for the Owls, set a magnif-
icent record earlier in her career by start-
ing every single game of her Rice career 
from freshman year through junior year, a 
streak of 60 matches. Hargreaves is finish-
ing second in school history in goals with 
32, trailing only behind Hughes in the re-
cord books. She has tallied 5,993 minutes 
as an Owl and also holds the school record 
for goals scored in one game, with four 
goals last season against Louisiana Tech 

0see Soccer, page 14 
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National Player of the Week finds new home at Rice 
Andrew Grottkau 

Thresher Staff 

According to the American Volleyball Coaches 
Association, there was no better volleyball player 
in the country last week than Rice sophomore set-
ter Madison McDaniel. 

McDaniel was named the Sports Imports/AVCA 
Division I National Player of the Week for her per-
formances in wins over conference rivals No. 22 
Western Kentucky University and the University 
of Southern Mississippi last week. In the two wins, 
she posted a combined 109 assists and 27 digs in 
eight total sets. Although McDaniel thought she 
played well this week, she said she was surprised 
by the award. 

I really think this will 
help push us to hopefully 
finish out the season by 
winning the conference 
championship. 

Madison McDaniel 
Sophomore setter 

“I was so excited,” McDaniel said. “I actually 
didn’t really know until I got tagged in a Twitter 
post then got a call from my old club coach, and he 
told me how huge of a deal it was.” 

The award was a culmination of a long jour-
ney — a journey that led her less than an hour’s 
drive from her home. McDaniel hails from The 
Woodlands, TX, just under 40 miles from Rice. Ac-
cording to McDaniel, her father first pushed her to 
play volleyball, but her older sister Morgan first 
inspired her to commit to the sport. 

“[My sister] was trying out and of course I 
wanted to be like her,” McDaniel said. “So when 

I was in fourth grade I started playing on my first 
club team.” 

McDaniel continued playing on club and 
school teams while honing her skills throughout 
middle school and high school in The Woodlands. 
According to McDaniel, it was easy for her to fall in 
love with volleyball. 

“My favorite part about volleyball is that there 
is constant action on the court,” McDaniel said. 
“You see the ball and you instantly react, and 
you’re always needed for something.” 

While attending high school, McDaniel was 
honored as an AVCA Phenom in 2012 and was 
named to the high school All-Texas Second Team 
in 2013 and 2014. After high school, McDaniel 
chose to attend Arizona State University. She ap-
peared in 25 sets as a freshman, accumulating 23 
kills, 14 kills and 12 blocks. After her freshman 
year, however, she chose to transfer to Rice, a deci-
sion she said was easy after meeting with the team. 

“Of course when I visited I fell in love with the 
coaches and the players,” McDaniel said. “I have 
never played with a group of girls who are so nice 
and supportive of one another.” 

Since coming to Rice, McDaniel has accumu-
lated 49 kills, 892 assists, 266 digs and 44 blocks. 
She has been named Conference USA setter of the 
week five times. While McDaniel is honored to re-
ceive the individual award, she remains focused 
on team-oriented goals. Currently, the Owls are 
19-9 with a 9-5 record in Conference USA. They 
have two games remaining before the conference 
tournament begins on Nov. 20 in San Antonio. Ac-
cording to McDaniel, the team is hoping for much 
more success. 

“We have so much talent in all areas of the 
court and we are always composed in tough situa-
tions,” McDaniel said. “I really think this will help 
push us to hopefully finish out the season by win-
ning the conference championship.” 

The Owls’ next game is Thursday, Nov. 12 at 6 
p.m. in Tudor Fieldhouse against the University of 
Texas, El Paso. Rice volleyball will be celebrating 
Senior Night to honor graduating seniors Kyley 
Reed, Kimberly Vaio and Noelle Whitlock. The 
Owls will then have one final road match against 
the University of Alabama, Birmingham to con-
clude the regular season. 

sean chu/thresher 

Sophomore setter Madison McDaniel was named the Division I National Player of the Week for her 
play last week. McDaniel, a transfer from Arizona State University, has her Owls sitting at 19-9. 
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sean chu/thresher 

Freshman forward Marquez Letcher-Ellis attempts a floater during a 102-78 exhibition victory over 
LeTourneau University. Letcher-Ellis recorded 11 points in a game that had five freshmen see con-
siderable game action. Rice will now lookto its official season opener against the No. 14 University 
of California, Berkeley. Tipoff for the game is scheduled for Friday, Nov. 13 at 10:30 p.m. 

Men’s hoops dominates in exhibition 
Aaron Shi 

Thresher Staff 

Scoring their most points since 2011, 
the Rice University men’s basketball team 
handily defeated LeTourneau University to 
cruise to a 102-78 preseason win. 

Rice had five players score in double fig-
ures, with freshman guard Marcus Evans 
leading the way with a game-high 24 points 
on nine-of-11 shooting. Evans also notched 
five rebounds and four assists. Sophomore 
swingman Egor Koulechov recorded a dou-
ble-double, with 23 points and 10 boards, 
and freshman guard Connor Cashaw con-
tributed 17 points. Sophomore guard Bish-
op Mency and freshman forward Marquez 
Letcher-Ellis each posted 11 points. 

LeTourneau was led by sophomore 
sharpshooter Alex Colhoff, who scored 23 
points, which included seven 3-pointers, 

and pulled down 10 rebounds for a double-
double. He was complemented by senior 
guard CJ Edwards, who had 16 points, and 
junior guard Jeff Martin, who had 11 points. 
From a statistical perspective, the Owls 
played efficiently, scoring 57.4 percent (35 
of 61) of their field goals and 40.0 percent 
(10 of 25) from 3-point territory. The Yellow 
Jackets shot only 39 percent (28 of 71) from 
the field but scored a high 51.5 percent (17 of 
33) from three. Rice also led LeTourneau in 
rebounds 45 to 30. 

According to Rice Head Coach Mike 
Rhoades, the team enjoyed finally playing 
a real game. 

“It was great to get out there and play 
somebody else, for the coaches as well as 
the players,” Rhoades said. “When you go 
as long as we did, from the first of October, 
you just want to play somebody else. Of 

0see Basketball, page 14 

CALENDAR 
NOVEMBER 

Women’s Volleyball 
vs. UTEP 
Tudor Fieldhouse, 6 p.m. 

Men and Women’s Cross 
Country 
College Station, TX, 11 a.m. 

Women’s Basketball 
vs. No. 17 Kentucky 
Lexington, KY, 5 p.m. 

Men’s Basketball 
vs. California 
Berkeley, CA, 10:30 p.m. 

12 

13 

14 Women’s Volleyball 
vs. UAB 
Birmingham, AL, 1 p.m. 

Football 
vs Southern Miss 
Rice Stadium, 2:30 p.m. 

Men’s Basketball 
vs San Francisco 
San Francisco, CA, 9 p.m. 

Women’s Basketball 
vs Texas A&M,Corpus 
Christi 
Corpus Christi, TX, 7 p.m. 

Men’s Basketball 
vs Oregon State 
Tudor Fieldhouse, 8 p.m. 

16 

18 

19 

MASTER OF GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
A T  R I C E  U N I V E R S I T Y  

The Master of Global Affairs (MGA) is a fifth-year Master of Arts degree sponsored by Rice University’s Baker 
Institute for Public Policy and the School of Social Sciences. MGA students complete rigorous course work that 
compels high standards of scholarship and offers practical training for careers in government, the private sector 
and international organizations, thus producing graduates with a broad global perspective requisite of leaders 
for the next century. 

Rice University is situated in the heart of Houston, Texas, which provides the perfect setting for Rice MGA 
students to engage with world leaders and leading international organizations. 

Applications due February 1, 2016 | http://mga.rice.edu 

http://mga.rice.edu
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0SOCCER 
from  page  11  

University. 
Yet another star player for the Owls, 

senior midfielder Danielle Spriggs, has 
started 52 of her last 54 games for the Rice 
Owls from the outside midfielder posi-
tion. Known for her hard style of play and 
lengthy runs, Spriggs was crucial through-
out her Rice career in setting up Hughes 
and Hargreaves up top with good looks on 
goal. Spriggs registered three goals and 
four assists this season. 

The Owls squad earned a total of 
six conference awards for their efforts. 
Hughes was named First-Team All-
Conference for a third straight season. 
Sophomore midfielder Samantha Chaiken 
and senior defender Jasmine Isokpunwu 
earned All-Conference Second Team hon-
ors. Hargreaves and junior defender Jenny 
Fichera both earned All-Conference Third 
Team honors. Freshman midfielder Domi-
nique Mazero was named to the all-fresh-
man squad. 

Head Coach Nicky Adams talked about 
the season in general as well as highlight-
ed some of the greatest moments of the 
season. 

“Overall this has been a very posi-
tive season,” Adams said. “In 2014 we 
lost some key players in key positions 
and I am proud of how some our players 
stepped up in some new roles. This season 
started off with a bang being able to host 
the No. 3 team in the country at the time, 
Texas A&M. We [also] scored some unbe-
lievable goals this year: a diving header 
vs. Arkansas by [Walker] and a tying goal 
vs. FAU with five seconds left on the clock 
by [Isokpunwu], just to name a few. 

Adams had many positive things to say 
about her senior class and will remember 
them for being such great ambassadors 
for Rice University. 

“This senior class will always be ex-
tremely special to me [because] this is the 
first class we recruited when I became the 
head coach,” Adams said. “All of these 
players have provided us with some of the 
most unbelievable moments on the field, 
but every single one of these young ladies 
have [also] been an amazing ambassador 
for Rice University. I am sure we will see 
a few of these players in the Rice Hall of 
Fame in the future.” 

Adams and her coaching staff are al-
ready focused towards next season and 
bringing home a conference title in 2016. 

“We do have quite a few younger play-
ers for 2016, but they all gained such valu-
able experience this fall,” Adams said. 
“The coaching staff is extremely excited to 
work this spring with this team [because] 
we have some amazing talent. We are 
looking forward to really pushing them 
and testing them this upcoming spring 
season to be the best they can be.” 

Team captain Danielle Spriggs believes 
strongly in the rise of the Rice Owls pro-
gram moving forward long after her grad-
uation. 

“I am really excited for the future of 
this program,” Spriggs said. “I know the 
program has all the tools that they need 
to succeed, with great coaches, players 
and with the facilities coming along. I see 
conference championships becoming an 
annual thing for this program and [deep] 
NCAA runs [to match].” 

0BASKETBALL 
from page 13 

course, when the bleachers are pulled out 
and the stands are full, it’s always fun.” 

The Owls took the lead early and never 
trailed throughout the game. Rice began 
with 13 straight points, holding LeTour-
neau scoreless until the fifth minute when 
Colhoff hit a three to give the Yellow Jack-
ets their first points of the game. Rice then 
pushed to a 21-6 lead, but LeTourneau 
went for a 6-2 run to close the gap to 23-
14. The Owls returned the favor with a 16-2 
run for a convincing 39-16 lead and fin-
ished the half 53-27. 

After trading baskets in the first three 
minutes of the second half, Rice pushed 
ahead with a 7-0 run and never looked 
back. Although LeTourneau outscored 
Rice 51-49 in the second half, Rice led by 
as many as 32 and finished with a 102-78 
victory. 

Rice now turns to their season opener 
against No. 14 University of California, 
Berkeley in Berkeley, CA on Friday, Nov. 13 
at 10:30 p.m. 

Reis Fight 
Men’s basketball is poised to compete in Conference USA 

“Try and get thrown out tonight.” 
Those were the words Head Coach Mike 

Rhoades told the student section as he walked 
by before the exhibition game against LeTour-
neau on Saturday night. His team will play 
with that high energy all season long, and he 
wants us students to match that energy in the 
stands. 

For me, the excitement for Saturday’s game 
started 25 minutes before tipoff. I got to Tudor 
that early for three reasons. First, I needed 
to secure my spot in the front row. Second, 
I couldn’t study anymore because of my ex-
citement for the upcoming game and season. 
Third, I wanted to watch warm-ups to witness 
the new student athletes to this program. 

While watching warm-ups, I witnessed 
something that I have not really seen from 
Rice basketball: dunks. And these dunks were 
not just your boring two-handed flushes, but 
dunks that one would witness in a dunk con-
test. Each player added a little extra flavor to 
his dunk, which was getting the blood flow-
ing among all of the students in the student 
section. 

Dunks in warm-ups are exciting, but they 
don’t really matter because they do not change 
the score. But this team didn’t save the dunks 
just for warm-ups — they had dunks that 
changed the score, specifically one that gave 
the Owls triple digits. 

There was under a minute left in the game. 
Rice already had the win secured, but all the 
students wanted to see the team reach triple 
digits. The play started with a block by fresh-
man forward Amir Smith that then led to a 
fast break the other way by sophomore guard 
Oliver Xu. Xu missed the layup, but Smith was 
there to throw down the putback dunk that 
put Rice over 100 points, causing Tudor Field-
house to erupt. 

When the clock showed three zeros, the 
party began as the players and Coach Rhoades 
joined the student body in the stands for the 
alma mater. They were truly appreciative of 
the support and wanted to thank us for show-
ing up, cheering and staying till the end. 

The team this year is ready to shock the 
world, but to us this should not be a surprise. 
If you have ever listened to Coach Rhoades, 
you know he creates excitement and expects 
nothing but success from his team. If you 
have ever watched a video of the off-season 
workouts this team goes through, you know 
that they are putting in the work to become a 
championship team. If you have ever attend-
ed a game, you know this team is exciting to 
watch and able to play. 

This year we don’t have to rely on the 
3-point shot to be successful. This year we 
don’t have to rely on Seth Gearhart scoring 
over 40 points to be successful. This year we 

don’t have to count on three players playing 
more than 35 minutes a game. 

This year we will see a team with multiple 
players who can score in multiple different 
ways. This year we will see a team that will 
press for all 40 minutes. This year we will see 
a team that will create buzz around campus 
as a place you need to be on a Saturday night. 

What do I believe is possible for this team? 
An NCAA tournament berth this season. What 
do I believe is most realistic? A Top Four finish 
in Conference USA with a spot in the National 
Invitational Tournament, hosting a postsea-
son game in March in front of a sold-out crowd 
in Tudor. 

If you thought last year was exciting, buck-
le up for this wild ride. In the words of Coach 
Rhoades, put down your books for two hours 
and head to Tudor to act like a crazy person 
having the time of your life. 

junior 

JeremyReiskind 
isaDuncanCollege 
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The Fifth Quarter 
In college athletics and life, money talks 

This past year, Missouri has become a hot-
bed of racial tensions. Amid seemingly count-
less controversies and racial lines being formed, 
the state has become the center of a growing 
national concern. The issue has spread across 
college campuses across the country, includ-
ing right here at Rice. It has moved to the fore-
front of issues in Missouri, and it has become 
unavoidable. The sports world is no exception. 

Over the weekend, black players on the Uni-
versity of Missouri football team threatened 
to boycott playing until university President 
Tim Wolfe stepped down. Wolfe was accused 
of avoiding comment or action regarding the 
racial tensions Missouri has faced recently. 
Specifically, protesters were upset with how 
he reacted, or rather didn’t react, to racially 
charged incidents on campus and his refusal 
to appropriately acknowledge protests. Eventu-
ally, Wolfe and university Chancellor R. Bowen 
Loftin stepped down amid the controversy. 

White and black players alike joined in the 
strike and threatened to end Missouri’s season 
early. Had Wolfe not stepped down, Missouri 
would have had to directly pay Brigham Young 
University, the next opponent on the Tigers’ 
schedule, $1 million in compensation for can-
celing the game. That financial loss does not 
include the revenue the university would have 
pulled in from television and other sources. 

The football team’s victory in forcing Wolfe’s 
resignation showcases an issue with college 
athletics that goes beyond racial boundaries. 

These athletes, these unpaid athletes, can bring 
in huge profits for their universities without 
ever seeing a dime of their contributions. 

This issue has been discussed and debated 
at length, but this particular event has the op-
portunity to revolutionize how we view college 
sports. 

The issue speaks to the 
incredible power college 
football has over uni-
versities and the sports 
world. 

Missouri’s players, whether realizing it or 
not, unionized to create change. Their union-
ization had such a tremendous impact on the 
university that the president had no choice but 
to listen to the demands of a varsity sports team. 
Consider the magnitude of the act: College ath-
letes have the power to change their university 
from the top down. 

Just how much influence these events will 
have remains to be seen. If other teams in the 
future decide to sit out, who knows what de-

mands they could make. The athletes bring 
in so much revenue that universities have no 
choice but to listen to them. Football, and to a 
lesser extent basketball, teams have the poten-
tial to hold a great deal of financial power over 
university administrations. What makes it more 
impressive is that protesters and social activists 
have been calling for Wolfe’s resignation since 
summer. It was only until this much money was 
involved that real change happened. 

Naturally, there are limits. These kinds of in-
fluences can only really happen at large Power 
5 schools where football teams make profits. 
Only 20 Division 1 athletic departments profited 
in 2013; 103 schools lost money from athletics. 
Regardless, a team’s ability to sit out games and 
force their school to pay fines is a substantial 
power move that athletes can use to their ad-
vantage. 

I do not believe, however, that strikes and 
boycotts will become a regular thing. Most ath-
letes want to play and realize they have been 
given a scholarship to do just that. Missouri, 
however, saw a perfect storm of geographic, 
financial and athletic circumstances to encour-
age the weekend’s events. The football program 
nets roughly $3 million in revenue each season, 
adding to its financial power. Additionally, the 
team is currently sitting at 4-5 with its postsea-
son hopes looking bleak. 

The issue is not very clear cut, either. Ac-
cording to an anonymous Missouri player, the 
team’s decision was not unanimous, and only 

occurred because of the team’s disappointing 
season. 

“As much as we want to say everyone is 
united, half the team and coaches — black and 
white — are pissed,” the athlete told ESPN’s 
Brett McMurphy on Nov. 8. “If we were 9-0, this 
wouldn’t be happening.” 

The issue speaks to the incredible power 
college football has over universities and the 
sports world. It also speaks to the importance 
of winning in modern athletics. Social change 
can be instituted by these boycotts, but not at 
the expense of winning. Too much money is on 
the line. 

Once again, college athletics has shown the 
foothold it has over administrations. While Mis-
souri’s boycott ultimately proved successful, we 
once again learned an important lesson about 
college athletics and, indeed, the world: Money 
talks. 

isaMcMurtryC 
junior and Thre 
Sports Editor 

EvanNeusta 
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It was clear to all in the room that 
this man was unique. Something 
about him — a swagger to his walk, 

a swank kind of talk ... Heads turned as he 
approached the bar at the Hyatt Regency. 
True, he was a good 30 years older than any 
other guest, yet his age was one of wisdom, 
not creepiness. 

“I’ll have a Frio Light — shaken, not 
stirred.” The bartender looked skeptical, 
but was not one to question a man of such 
presence. Reaching under the counter, 
she grabbed a can and proceeded to shake 
vigorously for seven seconds. As he casu-
ally popped up the tab, the innards of the 
can burst all over his tuxedo. He expected 
this, and the bartender, watching in awe, 
could tell. 

“Who … who are you?” she stammered. 
“The name’s Brond. Lee Brond. And 

you?” The bartender blushed — could a man 
so captivating truly be interested in her, a 
girl who looked like she could have been his 
student years ago? 

“I’m Tuinda,” she said, coyly. “Tuinda 
Ping.” 

“And you, sweetheart?” 
“My sister,” she replied. “Woninda 

Sting.” 
Brond looked at his hand, slowly bending 

his thumb and ring finger. He gestured with 
his remaining fingers, “Three drinks then.” 

But before Brond could enjoy his drink, 
one particular dame seething at the sight of 
the many jovial students caught his eye. Her 
general discomfort in the presence of happi-
ness was unmistakable: Dr. Zollfinger. Edg-
ing to get a closer look, he pushed through 
a group of students. Among them was Agent 
J, undercover. 

“Are things still on track for operation 
SB#4?” asked J. 

“Yes,” he bluntly responded. “I’ve gotten 
half a million emails. Just handpick a task 
force and shame any resistance as a sup-
porter of sexual violence.” 

Agent J seemed satisfied with the re-
sponse, leaving Brond to continue his sur-
veillance. Alas, Zollfinger was gone. Glanc-
ing left and right, Brond caught sight of 
a door closing on the opposite side of the 
room as some flowers withered beneath it. 
“Zollfinger,” he whispered under his breath. 
“Always the life of the party.” 

He followed, slipping behind the door 
himself. Immediately he heard a clicking 
sound: The door had been bolted shut be-
hind him. 

“We’ve been expecting you, Mr. Brond.” 
The sound of paper sliding across the 
ground sent shivers down his spine. Brond 
reached into his pocket. “What, are you go-
ing to shoot me?” asked Zollfinger coolly. 

“Good God, no! I’d sooner resign than 
carry one of those death sticks!” Brond 
began inspecting the papers littered at his 
feet. “What are these?” 

“Event registration forms. Did you real-
ly think you could hold an event as large as 
Esperanza without a detailed security plan? 
Where are your servers, your caretakers and 
the necessary RUPD officers? And I don’t 
imagine you’ve remembered to submit re-
ceipts?” 

“You’re crazy, Zollfinger. Do you really 
expect me to fill these out?” 

Zollfinger chuckled. “I don’t expect you 
to fill them out. I expect you to pay signifi-
cant fines.” 

“You’ll never get away with this, Zollfin-
ger,” Brond howled. “Students need to be 
spontaneous and carefree!” 

“I’m not here to see to their needs,” 
snapped Zollfinger. “I’m here to stop stu-
dents from peeing on Will Rice, one fine and 
one rustication at a time.” She sat up and 
glared at Brond before sliding a pen towards 
him, whispering, “The phoenix never dies.” 

Drowning in paperwork, Brond was 
hopelessly trapped. But just as he thought 
all was lost there was a bang as Tuinda 
burst into the room with Woninda. They 
quickly restrained Dr. Zollfinger, and the 
Rice students were safe once again. 

“Dr. Zollfinger,” Brond announced, “you 
won’t ever get to torment students again. I 
hereby banish you to the position of college 
coordinator.” 

“At … Will Rice?” 
“You. Fucking. Wish.” 

(Two weeks later) 
The villain formerly known as Zollfinger 

sat typing at her desk with 2015 Men’s and 
Women’s Beer Bike victory banners swaying 
from the rafters, in the most vile, nauseating 
of colleges: Jones. Meanwhile, Brond finally 
got a chance to have that drink with Tuinda 
Ping and Woninda Sting. 

The Backpage is satire and written by Joey McGlone and Riley Robertson, and this week Ben Baldazo contributed. For comments or questions, please email thirsty@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED 
TEACH FOR TEST MASTERS! Dynamic and tions by receiving and distributing communi-      Give a family the 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate cations, maintaining supplies, and handling chance at happiness. Receive $6,000 per cycle. 
is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We scheduling. Flexible hours. $12-14/hour. Con- Qualify for FREE Egg Freezing & Storage. Ap-
provide all training, all training is paid, and tact sdb@mcconnellsovany.com if interested. ply at donate-eggs.com 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to rice-
jobs@testmasters.com OLD SCHOOL TUTORING is looking for Rice 

students with strong math skills to fulfill a part ADVERTISING Cash, check or credit card pay-
$15/HOUR. Driver needed to pick up two kids time child tutoring position. Offering schedule 
from elementary school (post oak and memo- flexibility and $12-$14 an hour. Located across 
rial area) to Rice campus. Pick up times are from Rice! Contact Bob Schmitt at Oldschoo-
mid-afternoon, two days a week. Call 713 348 lASC@gmail.com 

We accept display and classified 
advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 

ment must accompany your classi-
fied advertisement, which must be 
received by 12 p.m. on the Friday 
prior to publication. 

4094 for details. factual content of any ad.  Printing an Juan Saldana 
TUTORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! Rice Alum advertisement does not constitute an Business Manager 

SPANISH TUTOR - Native speaker wanted to hiring tutors for Middle & High School Math, 
provide AP Spanish IV conversation & instruc- Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, 
tion for high school student. Walking distance Humanities, and SAT/ACT prep. Reliable trans-
from campus. 713-823-5050 portation required. Pay $30/hr+ based on ex-

endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication. 

thresher-biz@rice.edu 
P.O. Box 1892 

Houston, TX 77005-1892 
(713) 348-4801 

perience. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to siyengar777@gmail.com LOOKING TO HIRE a part-time assistant for a 

First copy free, second copy $5. 

small law firm to help maintain office opera-

mailto:thirsty@rice.edu



