
VOLUME 101,  ISSUE NO. 25  |   STUDENT-RUN SINCE 1916  |   R ICETHRESHER .ORG  |   WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12,  2017

DRAW A FINE 
LINE

see Ops p. 3

RPC’s unfair Beer Bike fining 
system must be reformed

FAUX-LK 
PRETENSION

see Sports p. 6see A&E p. 4

Rice Athletics unveils new 
logos in rebranding effort

Father John Misty  
album muses on 
technology, politics

NEW
LOOK

Jaecey Parham
Thresher Staff

Clara Roberts, a recent Duncan 
College alumna (’15), passed away 
April 6. The Pearland, Texas native, 
who is survived by her parents Suzy 
and Jay Roberts, was involved in a car 
accident  in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Roberts graduated summa cum 
laude with degrees in psychology, so-
ciology and public policy with a spe-
cialization in urban and social change. 
While at Rice, Roberts served as an 
advocacy coordinator for the Women’s 
Resource Center, a student fellow for 
the Religion and Public Life Program, 
the president of the Young Democrats 
and in various positions at Duncan.

Among Roberts’s achievements at 
Rice was the 2015 Rice University Linda 
Williams Prize for Social Justice. Elaine 
Ecklund, the professor who nominat-
ed her, said Roberts was among the 
brightest Rice students she has known.

“There are no words to adequately 
express the extraordinary loss Clara’s 
death is to our world, a loss of change-
making potential,” Ecklund said. “It 
is a loss that is profoundly and deeply 
felt in our local Rice community.” 

Since leaving Rice, Roberts 
worked as a political activist 
and crisis intervention specialist 
at The Open Door in Indiana, 
Pennsylvania. According to friends, 
she was scheduled to attend New York 
University School of Law as a Root-
Tilden-Kern Public Interest Scholar in 
the fall. 

Jake LaViola (Duncan ’15) said 

Roberts had an incomparable drive 
and potential to elicit great change in 
the world.

“She was going to be a change-
maker,” LaViola said. “Her whole 
life was [about] changing the lives of 
everyone around her, raising everyone 
up and giving a powerful voice to those 
who were voiceless.”

According to Ali Pineiro, a Duncan 
senior, her motivation to pursue law 
was rooted in altruism.

Pineiro said benevolence was one 
of Roberts’s intrinsic personality traits. 

“Clara was the nicest person I have 
ever met,” Pineiro said. “That’s not 
hyperbole. I cannot name a person 
who made others feel as welcomed 
and accepted as Clara did. It never felt 
forced or like she was ‘being nice.’ It 
was just how she was.”

Pineiro said Roberts’ fortitude and 
grace amid adversity set her apart.

“It’s easy to think of Clara as su-
perhuman or compare her to fictional 
characters like Wonder Woman and 
Leslie Knope, but Clara, as incredible 
as she was, was still human,” she said. 

Mary Anderson (Duncan ’15) 
said another key aspect of Roberts’ 
benevolent personality was her firm 
grounding in her identity.

“I really have never met anyone 
[else] who, from the time they set foot 
at Rice, didn’t question who they were 
or their mission in life,” Anderson 
said. “[She was] someone who told 
you who she was from the moment 
you met her. It was refreshing and 
electric and she stayed true to herself 
throughout her whole time at Rice.”

According to her mother, Suzy, 
Roberts had a myriad of interests 
to accompany her multitalented 
personality.

“She was becoming a devoted 
bread baker, had perfected Caesar 
dressing and never, ever, ever, ever, 
wanted to be famous. She read 
voraciously and her only regret in life 
was not having an eidetic memory. She 
was perfection,” Suzy Roberts said.

Services are scheduled for April 
15, 10:30 a.m. at Rice Memorial 
Chapel. Roberts’s mother requested 
via Facebook that donations to honor 
Roberts’s passing should be given to 
the Planned Parenthood Action Fund.

This article has been condensed for 
print. Read the full version online at 
ricethresher.org.

‘She was perfection’: Clara Roberts, 
social advocate, passes away

Shami Mosley
Thresher Staff

After a year on the grind post-
Rice, the class of 2016 has their 
salary data in: Rice’s median salary 
for engineering, natural sciences 
and social sciences graduates 
remained above the median of most 
American colleges, while humanities 
graduates were below the national 
median, according to newly released 
senior exit survey data from the 
Center for Career Development.

The senior exit survey covers 
alumni six months after they 
graduate from Rice. The national 
median salaries are reported by the 
National Association of Colleges and 
Employers spring survey.

Ann McAdam Griffin, assistant 
director of employer relations and 
alumni management for the CCD, 
said the CCD was surprised by the 
data on humanities graduates. She 
said part of the reason for the lower 
Rice numbers was a difference in 
categorization.

“For example, a number of 
our humanities graduates pursue 
teaching and those salaries are 
included in our humanities average 
while NACE has a separate category 
for education majors,” Griffin said. 
“If we remove the teachers’ salaries, 
our humanities average would be 
higher than NACE. Additionally, the 
salaries our graduates receive for 
teaching are higher than the NACE 
average for education majors.”

The  median salary for Rice 

humanities graduates in 2016 
also decreased from the previous 
year, though the 2016 NACE salary 
substantially increased. 

On the other hand, Rice’s median 
salary for natural sciences graduates 
and social sciences graduates 
increased by more than 30 percent 
and 20 percent, respectively,  while 
NACE salary relatively stayed the 
same for both.

The overall median salary 
increased for both Rice and the NACE.

Statistics show 50 percent of 
Rice class of 2016 have entered the 
workforce so far, 7 percent less 
than what the senior exit survey 
reported for the class of 2015. Thirty-
nine percent of the class of 2016 
are continuing their education, a 6 
percent increase from the previous 
year. 

Ten percent of last year’s class 
were still seeking education or 
employment opportunities, a similar 
number to the preceding year. 

Griffin said early engagement  
with the CCD during freshman year 
gives students an advantage in terms 
of career. 

“We started a freshman initiative 
three years ago to help students 
begin thinking about and planning 
for their careers well before their 
graduation,” Griffin said. “Students 
need to give themselves the time to 
do the work to explore what they 
wantt. Many Rice graduates want 
jobs in what we call the just-in-time 
industries — arts organizations, 

CCD releases recent 
alumni salary data
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Emily Abdow
News Editor

Several bike team captains and one float builder 
have called into question the 2017 Beer Bike results 
released by Rice Program Council on April 5. Martel 
College captain Colin Losey has filed an appeal of 
the men’s bike race results, which he believes are 
incorrect due to timing errors. Meanwhile, Jones 
College float builder Matt O’Gorman said Jones 
would have placed third rather than fourth in the 
float contest had their highest score from the judges 
not been thrown out, but the campuswide Beer 
Bike coordinators said they removed this score be-
cause it was an outlier.

Appeals filed for bike race
Losey said he believes the timers for Martel, 

Brown and Hanszen Colleges recorded the cool-
down laps of each team’s final biker as part of the 
total time, leading to a discrepancy between RPC’s 
results and what he saw as the finishing order. 
RPC’s results place Brown in fifth, Hanszen in sixth 
and Martel in seventh.

“The last biker doesn’t finish in the pit, they fin-
ish on the race lane and coast a fourth lap,” Losey, 
a junior, said. “We think for [Martel, Brown and 
Hanszen], the judge unfortunately stopped their 
watch when the anchor rider came into the pit after 
that fourth lap, [which is also] a slow lap because it 
was coasting.”

Ashton Duke and Colin Feng, the campuswide 
Beer Bike coordinators, confirmed that multiple 
teams are contesting the bike race results, but de-
clined to state which teams were doing so.

Losey believes the timers for Jones, the Gradu-
ate Student Association and Baker College timed 
correctly, further widening the gap between those 
teams, which finished first, second and fourth re-
spectively, and Brown, Hanszen and Martel.

“We think if everything were assessed correctly 
[Martel] should end up fourth,” Losey said. “It will 
be difficult for the campus coordinators to say, ‘Not 
only are we instituting this other order, we’re going 
to reinstitute penalties based on what we believe to 
be finish times even though we’re not sure about it.’ 
Unfortunately what may happen is they would rein-
stitute the raw finish order and for this year, leave it 
at that without assessing penalties.”

The Hanszen bike team initially questioned the 
results, believing they should have placed fourth or 
fifth in the races instead of sixth, according to bike 
team captain Naoki Shiba. However, Shiba said the 
team no longer stands by their initial claim.

“I don’t think we felt it was worth it to contest 
for places outside of first, second or third,” Shiba, 
a senior, said. 

The Brown bike captains confirmed they are 
also appealing the results.

There is no official recording of the races. The 
only evidence Losey has are photos showing the 
order of how bikers finished on the track. He said 
in the future, races should be filmed to avoid uncer-
tainty about the finishing order.

“The issue is there was no race video taken.  
Before the race results came out, I had asked the 
campus-wide coordinators about a race video be-
cause I thought there might be some discrepancies 
about penalties”

Duke, a Baker sophomore, and Feng, a Duncan 
College senior, said the process for reviewing 
the appeals involves analyzing the judge’s split 
times for each rider and seeing if there is a 

0see BEER BIKE, page 2
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discrepancy in the time of the final rider to 
determine whether a cool-down lap was included.

“We are still deciding on the best way to cor-
rect for the split time discrepancy, but we believe 
a combination of some colleges’ own recorded 
times, some eyewitness accounts and directly 
comparing these with the judges split times could 
help us settle this matter by the end of the week,” 
Duke and Feng wrote in an email to the Thresher. 
“Then we can announce final official winners.”

“Outliers” removed from float scoring
In the float contest, Jones received scores of 47, 

38 and 35 from its three judges, which would have 
placed the college third behind Duncan and Will 
Rice College. However, Duke and Feng removed 
Jones’ highest score from consideration, placing 
Jones fourth behind Hanszen, which received a 37 
from all three judges. 

O’Gorman, a junior, said he believes the score 
was removed due to the potential for bias, be-
cause it was awarded by Jones’ incoming master 
Jason Hafner. 

However, Duke and Feng said they removed 
the 47 score because it was an outlier among the 
three judges. Because the scoring system is kept 
anonymous, Duke and Feng said they are un-
aware if Hafner awarded the highest score.

“The outliers involve scores that were either 
nonexistent or vastly different from the other two 
scores. With that in mind, we were able to score 

the colleges fairly and also get rid of any potential 
bias with the judges,” Duke and Feng said.

O’Gorman said he ran a statistical analysis 
using GraphPad, a website with an outlier calcu-
lator, which shows Jones’ score of 47 is not a sig-
nificant outlier. He said the campuswide coordi-
nators did not run a similar analysis and removed 
Hafner’s score because it was the point difference 
of an entire category. 

In the official float ranking released by RPC, 
Jones placed fourth and Will Rice placed second.

Hafner awarded both Jones and Will Rice a 47 
score out of 50. During the parade, Duke and Feng 
said one judge missed the Will Rice float and so 
Will Rice only had two scores, a 47 and a 36.

“Although the other Will Rice scores were 11 
points different from each other, we were forced 
to average those two scores and then not consider 
the lack of a score from the third judges because it 
would have been unfair to pick one of the remain-
ing scores for Will Rice,” Duke and Feng said.

O’Gorman said it was unfair to throw out 
Jones’ highest score. He pointed out the dropped 
47 score for Jones differed by 10.5 from the aver-
age of Jones’ other two scores, while there was an 
11 point difference between Will Rice’s score of 47 
and their other score, a 36.

Duke and Feng said their scoring decisions 
did not affect how colleges placed.

“In the end, we didn’t change any of the results 
of the float competition,” they said. “We found a 
way to make the competition as fair as possible 
with the information we had. In the future, we 
are considering celebrity judges from outside Rice 
and emphasizing to each judge that every college 
must have a score.”

Emily Abdow
News Editor

The 2017 move-out date for nongraduating 
students has been changed to Friday, May 5 
at noon in the housing agreement. Last year, 
students were required to move out by May 16 at 
4 p.m. In response, several students are working 
with Housing and Dining to change the move-out 
date until after graduation.

Housing and Dining Senior Business Director 
David McDonald said H&D chose the move out 
date to align with the academic calendar.

“The move-out date changes every year,” 
McDonald said. “This year, the date aligned 
agreement with academic calendar. This includes 
the proration of costs when moving out as well.”

Proration of cost refers to the price being 
proportionate to the exact amount of time 
students live in their dorm room, as opposed 
to a flat rate which extends until graduation, 
regardless of whether students stayed until 
graduation day.

In an email to the Thresher, McDonald said 

nongraduates should vacate colleges following 
the last day of finals.

“The previous year we aligned the academic 
calendar to refund percentages,” McDonald said.  
“This year, H&D aligned with the corresponding 
last day of school.”

Jones College senior Theresa Cockerham 
said she and several other students drafted a 
petition to postpone the move-out date until after 
graduation. She planned to present the petition to 
the Student Association. 

“As a graduating senior, this doesn’t affect 
me, but I disagree with nongraduates being 
forced to leave before graduation because of 
the time crunch it forces them into as well as 
the discouragement of supporting graduating 
friends,” Cockerham said. “Graduation isn’t just a 
celebration of the graduates, but of the entire Rice 
experience and the bonds that we make here.”

However, Cockerham said after speaking with 
the Jones senator she decided there is not enough 
time to make a change this year and will not be 
presenting the petition. Cockerham said she and 
other students plan to meet with McDonald soon.

Project Manager for Housing and Dining Kate 
Noonan agreed the move-out date was changed in 
order to align with the academic calendar.

“A few years ago, [H&D] aligned early move-out 
dates, in instances when students decide to leave 
the college at some point before the academic year 
is over, with Rice’s academic calendar,” Noonan 
said. “To support those efforts, the timeline to 
move for non-graduating seniors was changed to 
better align with the academic calendar.”

The housing agreement states requests to stay  
past the move-out date must be made in writing by 
April 21 and approved by H&D or a college master. 

“We are not scrutinizing requests as much as 
we may in the future for non-graduating students 
to attend graduation,”  McDonald said.

McDonald said H&D expected students to 
become aware of the change by reading the 
contract.

Will Rice College coordinator Joyce Courtois 
said Wiess College coordinator Ewart Jones 
emailed all of the college coordinators on March 
28th with the move-out date of the agreement 
highlighted. 

“It would have been helpful for [H&D] to send 
a reminder a bit earlier in the year perhaps,” 
Courtois said. “But, the housing contract 
everybody signs does clearly state the change. 
They did not change the contract after folks had 
signed it.”

Courtois said she had not originally noticed 
the change when reading the housing agreement. 

Jake Nyquist, one of the co-sponsors of the SA 
resolution to charter the Rice Housing Working 
Group to increase communication between 
students and H&D, said the housing agreement 
and housing budget should be as transparent as 
alcohol policy changes. 

“In general, Rice administrators are aware 
that students don’t read everything that they 
agree to and do make an effort to ensure that 
students learn about important changes, like 
major changes in the alcohol policy,” Nyquist, a 
Will Rice junior, said. “It would be beneficial for 
both students and H&D to follow this precedent 
and actively inform students about the 
important differences in the housing agreement 
year to year.”

Students raise transparency concerns over move-out date

0BEER BIKE
            FROM PAGE 1

nonprofits and others who only hire when they 
need someone, which may not be aligned with 
our academic calendar.”

Additionally, 88 percent of Owls found 
employment with a starting salary over $40,000 
a year, a trend for both 2015 and 2016. 

Medical school continues to be the top choice 
of continued education for Rice graduates, but 
now engineering and graduate schools for the 
arts and sciences rival each other as runners-up. 
From 2015 to 2016 grads, graduate schools for 
the arts and sciences has rose from 13 percent 
to 17 percent, 1 percent behind engineering. For 
2015 graduates, law school was more popular 

than business school, but for the 2016 graduates, 
business became more popular.

The most popular graduate schools include 
Rice, Baylor College of Medicine, the University 
of Texas, Stanford University and Columbia 
University. 

Top employers are YES Prep, Capital One, 
Deloitte Consulting, Accenture and Epic, which 
were all top employers for 2015 graduates as well.

Jones College senior Kathleen Francis said the 
CCD’s resources are often underutilized, but she 
found their events to be useful when she had the 
time to attend them.

“It could be beneficial for the CCD to provide 
workshops about practical matters that aren’t 
directly career-related, such as personal finance 
or understanding benefits packages,” Francis 
said. “I’m not positive that these don’t exist, but 
I am not aware of anything like that.”
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Editorial: H&D needs better 
communication, transparency 

Rice Housing and Dining’s failure to clearly 
communicate this year’s change in the move-out 
date for nongraduating students is disappointing 
(see p. 1). Yes, students must read every contract 
in full before signing, however, the reality is that a 
major change was included in an eight page legal 
document without any explanation from H&D. 
(That a college coordinator did not pick up on 
this change initially either is also telling.) As Jake 
Nyquist, who co-sponsored SA legislation with 
H&D, correctly said, the administration makes an 
active effort to notify students of major changes in 
policy. H&D would do well to follow suit in future 
with simple steps: For example, the Thresher is an 
accessible platform by which the administration 
can convey changes to students. 

Furthermore, H&D has stubbornly resisted 
providing the Thresher with clear answers as to 
why this change is happening. H&D says that 
it is “aligning” the move-out date with the aca-
demic calendar, but when the Thresher asked 
as to why this change was happening this year 
specifically, H&D gave a confusing nonanswer 
about “refund percentages.” H&D’s persistent 
refusal to provide clear answers for why this 
change is happening, along with their refusal to 
acknowledge that the change could have been 
more adequately communicated, is frustrating 
and disappointing. 

Correction 
The article “Students, alumni split $30,000 

in entrepreneurship contest” should have 
stated that, unless under a specific agreement, 
students own the intellectual rights to their own 
projects carried out using on-campus resources 
like the Oshman Engineering Design Kitchen. 

Ineffective Beer Bike fine system should be reformed 
Every year college Beer Bike coordinators 

set aside thousands of dollars to pay the 
numerous petty fines Rice Program Council 
will inevitably charge them with. Disguised as 
a reasonable disciplinary policy, these fines 
in fact drain colleges of the money they need 
to run their own Willy Week and Beer Bike 
events. The fines do little to deter action on 
the part of students, are enforced arbitrarily 
and are an uncertain fiscal commitment 
colleges cannot budget ahead of time. While 
we acknowledge that this year’s coordinators 
agreed to the existing fine system without 
making reforms beyond slight fee reductions, 
we believe it is time to get rid of the current 
Beer Bike fine structure. 

As it stands, a Beer Bike security guard 
will see a finable offence taking place, record 
the offender’s college in their notebook, and 
do nothing to stop the offence. This is an 
absurd state of affairs. RPC states that the 
rules and fines are created to set a safety 
standard for Beer Bike, but simultaneously 
has no system in place to stop offences from 
continuing. If the action is worthy of a fine, 
security guards should intervene when they 
see it taking place. This could be as simple 
as a verbal warning. The current model does 
not instruct security volunteers to enforce 
security, but rather to collect lists of fines. If 
an action is not worthy of stopping, neither is 
it worthy of a fine. 

Rules broken by individuals incur fines on 
colleges, instead of causing the individual to 
take any responsibility. College coordinators 
may be able to communicate the rules well 
enough that all but a single attendee follows 
them. However, if that one individual breaks 
a rule such as “Throwing balloons outside 
the defined parade route (Founder’s Court)” 
— which includes throwing balloons onto 

Founder’s Court from the curb — then the 
college is fined $500 per balloon thrown. 
In this way, a college can still be charged 
thousands of dollars, even if the coordinators 
have managed to convey every fineable 
offense to the members of their college. 
Indeed, rules are often broken by alumni and 
guests who would have no way of knowing 
rules ahead of time. 

people running an 
Nevertheless, the 

event should not 
stand to benefit from 
participants breaking 
the rules. 

Testimony from Beer Bike security 
volunteers indicates that RPC encourages 
fining colleges, even if no one is doing 
anything wrong. One Beer Bike security guard 
from this year told us, “If you don’t write any 
fines you need to justify why you didn’t write 
any … this made me more inclined to write 
fines.” RPC itself concedes that they require 
this justification because they expect several 
individuals to violate rules each year. This 
policy itself indicates that RPC does not 
believe coordinators can reasonably stop 
violations from occurring. 

We realize that by eliminating fines, 
RPC will receive less money for Beer Bike. 
We do not believe RPC should go without 
compensation from the colleges. Indeed, 

cartoon by jennifer fu 

RPC spends a great deal of money every year 
making sure that Beer Bike goes smoothly. 
Rather, we suggest that colleges pay a set 
amount to RPC each year which can be 
factored into Beer Bike budgets ahead of 
time, instead of leaving coordinating teams 
in a $1,000-$3,000 limbo of potential fines 
before the event. 

The fine system must undergo root 
and branch reform. This does not mean 
deductions of $25 for certain fines. This 
means eliminating massive punitive fines for 
actions committed by individual students, 
while leaving fines that can be reasonably 
attributed to the negligence of colleges, such 
as neglecting to pick up water balloons. We 
also acknowledge that this system remains 
in place largely due to inertia, and that the 
current RPC leadership is not to blame. 
Nevertheless, the people running an event 
should not stand to benefit from participants 
breaking the rules. This ineffective incentive 
system should be reformed for next year. 

AveryWhitaker, JamesAltschuland 
Nik Liebster are the Hanszen College Beer 
Bike coordinators 

See if you can spot them all! 
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston.

R2 OPEN MIC 
NIGHT

The Rice Review will host an 
open mic night on Friday, April 14 
from 7 to 9 p.m., featuring poetry, 
stand-up and singing. Anybody can 
sign up to perform on the online 
the form. There will be free food 
and beer.

willy’s Pub

THE IMPORTANCE 
OF BEING EARNEST

Brown College Theater makes 
its return this week with an 
abridged production of classic 
comedy “The Importance of Being 
Earnest” from April 13-15. Tickets 
are $5, shows start at 8 p.m.

Farnsworth Pavilion

KIKUO SAITO
Drawing from work at the end 

of the life of Japanese artist and 
dramatic poet Kikuo Saito, this 
exhibition includes vibrant abstract 
paintings. The show opens at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday and will be on display 
until May 6. Admission is free.

Owctavia Art Gallery
3637 West Alabama St.

octaviaartgallery.com

RICE DANCE  
THEATER

Rice Dance Theater’s spring 
concert “Evolve,” featuring work by 
student and guest choreographers, 
runs from April 13-15. Shows begin 
at 7:30 p.m., and tickets are $5 for 
students and faculty.

Rice Recreation Center 
Dance Theater
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Naomi Pringle
Thresher Staff

When Joey Bada$$ made his debut with 
“1999” at just 17 years old, he turned heads 
with a style distinct from that of his youthful 
hip hop contemporaries. His ’90s influences 
were certainly surprising coming from a 
rapper born midway through the decade. On 
“ALL-AMERIKKKAN BADA$$,” Joey Bada$$ 
appears to be struggling to find his own 

voice, and his style hasn’t evolved far from 
the ’90s homage. 

Many of the tracks, particularly those on the 
first half of the album, don’t stray from this style 
and are too upbeat to convey the seriousness of 
his political message. When he does shift from 
his jazzier, optimistic style, it doesn’t seem to be 
of his own volition. He shares the stage with a 
number of talented features that certainly add to 
the album, but who also often overshadow him on 
his own tracks. J. Cole sounds more at home than 
Joey on “LEGENDARY,” and though “ROCKABYE 
BABY” is one of the album’s standout songs, it 
feels more like a Schoolboy Q track than one from 
Joey Bada$$. 

The album’s intent is pretty clear from the 
title alone, a maximalist attempt to describe 
our abhorrent political climate, the fever pitch 
of racism and divisiveness that plagues us. For 
the most part, the lyrics don’t pack enough of a 
punch to do the subject matter justice, and often 
come across as banal and forgettable. Though 
he maintains a barrage of political commentary, 
his ideas often repeat what the listener already 
knows. “Donald Trump is not equipped to take the 
country over,” he raps in  “LAND OF THE FREE.” 

He stays in his comfort zone, tackling serious 
themes while staying in the realm of easy listening. 
“DEVASTATED,” the first single released from the 
album, is the perfect example. Already his most 
popular, the track is highly forgettable and lacks 

substance. “I put my pain on the cadence/Turn my 
brain up a wavelength,” he says, but the promised 
vulnerability is completely absent on this track, 
which repeats ad nauseam a predictable and 
cliché chorus about his rise to greatness. There is 
no doubt Joey Bada$$ has the skill and intuition 
to make popular songs, but the content of this 
album requires a willingness to get personal and 
exposed, a concept he seems uncomfortable with.

Though he falls short of delivering the sharp 
political commentary he aims for, there are times 
when his promise as a rapper is clear. Joey Bada$$ 
is at his best when he drops his guard, speaking 
from the heart rather than attempting to deliver 
direct political commentary. On “BABYLON,” 
he breaks through to the listener as he growls 
with a strikingly raw combination of pain and 
power, “It’s another black man, died at the white 
hand of justice/To tell the truth, man, I’m fuckin’ 
disgusted/I fear for the lives, for my sisters, my 
brothers.” It’s a moment of vulnerability that 
showcases the fire within him that he raps about, 
but rarely shows.

Joey Bada$$ clearly has the capacity to address 
themes broached on ABBA in an impactful way. If 
he is able to get past his tendency to play it safe and 
instead allows himself to be open, if he prioritizes 
making music that is genuinely insightful over 
music that is catchy, he will doubtless be able to 
hit on what is missing in this album. At only 22, he 
certainly has time. 

Ali Wilt
Thresher Staff

Following up 2015’s sophomore album “I 
Love You, Honeybear,” Father John Misty’s 
recent release, “Pure Comedy,” proves that 
pretentiousness sells. Father John, or Josh 
Tillman when not in his stage persona, is 
known for his pedantic diatribes on art, 
postmodernism and the human race at large. 
Although “Pure Comedy” at times feels bleak 
and snobbish, Misty’s lovely arrangements 
and biting vulnerability make the album a 
surprisingly enjoyable listen. 

The titular track opens “Pure Comedy” 
with sounds for a commercial or news 
announcement. This segues into Misty’s 
sarcastic take on the history of humanity, with 
lyrics like “The comedy of man starts like this/
Our heads are way too big for our mother’s 
hips.” Although Misty is setting up man’s 

history as a punchline, his critiques on gender 
roles, religion and bureaucracy border on 
offensive. It’s obvious Misty is stepping away 
from the themes of love and companionship on 
“I Love You, Honeybear.” 

“Total Entertainment Forever” is one of the 
few higher-tempo tracks on “Pure Comedy,” 
but it will only be remembered for the shocking 
opening line “Bedding Taylor Swift/Every night 
inside the Oculus Rift.” As seen on previous 
albums, the artist is preoccupied with the ever-
increasing dependence on technology. The 
third track, “Things It Would Have Helpful to 
Know Before the Revolution,” takes a darkly 
lighthearted tone on what happens after the 
apocalypse. Instead of being concerned with 
survival, Misty laments “My social life is now 
quite a bit less hectic.” 

“Pure Comedy” peaks with middle tracks 
“Ballad Of the Dying Man” and “Leaving LA.” 
On the latter, Misty uses a gospel-tinged choir to 
underscore the viewpoint of a dying, obnoxious, 
hipster, taking aim at the pretentious, Pitchfork-
esque blogs that love to hate him. It’s obvious 
he is being purposefully repulsive, with lines 
like “And he had successfully beaten back the 
rising tide/Of idiots, dilettantes and fools” and 
“He first checks his newsfeed/To see what he’s 
about to miss.” Although the lyrics are sarcastic, 
the easy-going, uplifting acoustic guitar brings 
warmth to an otherwise cold song. 

“Leaving LA” is the magnum opus of “Pure 
Comedy.” In this 13-minute, introspective 
journey, Misty appears to take off the arrogant 
persona. Meditating on his move to New 
Orleans, he acknowledges that his persona both 
draws and alienates his listeners. Admitting his 
failures, his loss of faith and his supposedly 
unskilled music bring a sobering viewpoint. 
He recognizes many of his listeners — “virginal 

college dudes” — will eventually be turned off by 
his new music. A darkly funny story about him 
almost choking to death in a J.C. Penny reveals 
his first memory of music (Fleetwood Mac was 
playing) and his realization of his insignificance 
in the universe. A lush but quiet orchestra adds 
drama and emotion to the subdued track. 

The rest of “Pure Comedy” settles into 
tonal homogeneity, with understated, mid-
tempo tracks like “A Bigger Paper Bag” and 
“The Memo.” Track “Two Wildly Different 
Perspectives” underscores his anxieties about 
a Trump-led U.S. by considering deeply divided 
political parties. Misty appears overwhelmed 
with thoughts of growing old, of impending war 
and of insignificance, but isn’t everyone? 

As a college student with great anxiety 
about the future, “Pure Comedy” shows 
me those insecurities never fully disappear. 
Although Misty tries to hide behind a mask of 
pretentiousness and smug sarcasm, it’s obvious 
that even the great artist cannot escape feelings 
of vulnerability. If “I Love You, Honeybear” was 
the honeymoon phase, “Pure Comedy” is the 
mid-life crisis. 

International 
blockbuster ‘Your 

Name’ shines
Maddie Flavin

Thresher Staff

Sometimes, it takes an outside 
perspective to re-evaluate the possibilities 
of storytelling. Last year, in Japan, Makoto 
Shinkai’s anime film “Your Name” surpassed 
the high bar set by 2002’s global smash 
“Spirited Away” to become the country’s 
biggest hit of 2016, and the highest-grossing 
anime film worldwide. A coming-of-age 
love drama that utilizes body swapping 
to comment on purpose, serendipity and 
interconnectedness; “Your Name” knows 
how to tell a seemingly familiar story like 
you’ve never seen it before.

Mitsuha is a teenage girl being raised 
by her grandmother in the Japanese 
countryside who is fed up with the 
monotony of small town life. “Please make 
me a handsome Tokyo boy in my next life!” 
she screams in frustration to the stars 
one night. Taki is a teenage boy in Tokyo 
juggling school, a part-time job and a 
budding relationship with a co-worker. The 
first time he wakes up in Mitsuha’s body and 
Mitsuha in his, both initially brush it off as 
an overwhelmingly realistic dream. But as 
the phenomenon repeats, they discover the 
unbelievable reason their paths collide. 

From the moment the film opens with 
a breathtaking shot of a star hurtling 
towards the glittering lights below, 
Shinkai establishes himself as a worthy 
successor to Hayao Miyazaki, the man 
who popularized Japanese anime films 
for international audiences. Every frame 
is heart-stopping in its beauty, the kind 
of lens we wish we could see our lives 
through. If a stethoscope were to be 
placed on the celluloid, you would feel 
a pulsating. As the voices behind the 
star-crossed adolescents at the center of 
the story, Ryunosuke Kamiki and Mone 
Kamishiraishi are dynamically gripping 
in their performances, strongest when 
they convey their character’s reaction to 
being in the other’s body. The few scenes 
their characters share are the definition 
of magical. Both actors’ performances are 
overwhelmingly moving, carrying so much 
heart that it threatens to break the fourth 
wall of the screen. Their joy becomes our 
joy. Their tears become our tears. The 
music by Japanese rock band Radwimps 
elevates each brilliantly written scene to 
the next level, using a mix of piano, drums 
and electric guitar to convey a balance of 
soaring optimism and heartstring-tugging 
melancholy.

Though body swapping is one of the most 
common entries in the plot device playbook, 
“Your Name” succeeds in circumventing the 
trope trappings to tell a gorgeously affecting 
tale about how fate keeps us forever 
intertwined in the best way.

Their joy becomes our 
joy. Their tears become 
our tears.

MUSIC CORNER

courtesy pitchfork

Father John Misty worries on ‘Pure Comedy’

Joey Bada$$ falls flat with social commentary

Misty appears 
overwhelmed with 
thoughts of growing 
old, of impending war 
and of insignificance, 
but isn’t everyone? 

courtesy hiphop.dx
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WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW by areli navarro magallon 

APP: 
Passport photo booth 
app 

courtesy the app store 

In a phrase: YOU get to decide just how dead 
you look in your passport photo 
Where to find it: The App Store and Google 
Play 

Summer is barreling toward us at alarming 
speed. Some of you have your shit together 
and have actually made plans for these next 
few months. If said plans include international 
travel, you may find yourself subjected to the 
humbling experience of taking a passport 
photo. Luckily, this society understands our 
compulsion to control the way we appear in 
photos and presents you with an alternative 
to fluorescent lights and eye bags. The 
passport photo booth comes with the proper 
dimensions and tips for taking (and most 
importantly retaking) your passport photos. 
Bet you can’t get one you’re satisfied with until 
after your sixth attempt. 

TECHNOLOGY: 
Ecosia 

courtesy ecosia.org 

In a phrase: Environmentally friendly web 
search engine 
Where to find it: The internet 

For all of us guilt-ridden non-EBIO 
majors, finding ways to actively help the 
environment has probably slipped down 
in our list of current priorities. Because, 
really, outside of vowing to never litter 
(Seriously, guys, just stop littering), it can 
be hard to make such a large-scale problem 
fit into your everyday life. Ecosia addresses 
this issue by donating 80 percent of its 
surplus income to nonprofit conservationist 
organizations. That’s right. Surf the web 
at your leisure WHILE indirectly planting 
trees. Just the low-commitment activism 
you’ve been looking for. So treat yourself, 
guys. Pop open that laptop, visit Pornhub, 
and know that the climax is totally saving 
the world. 

BEAUTY: 
Adhesive no-show 
lace-up bra 

courtesy amazon.com 

In a phrase: Exactly what it sounds like 
Where to find it: chicuu.com 

The neverending innovation behind 
women’s fashion has done it again. This 
season is all about the happy medium 
between the no-bra feel and the full 
support look. Described literally (two 
adhesive cups that you literally stick onto 
your boobs and then tie together in the 
front to bring them closer together), the 
concept sounds slightly bizarre, but when 
you consider the increase in open-backed 
tops and dresses, it seems to have come 
a bit late. Regardless, it’s a popular new 
option because at the end of the day, you 
should handle your boobs however you 
fucking want to. Bra, no bra or sticky gel 
suctions. What a time to be alive. 

TRENDING: 
Curly shoelaces 

courtesy alibaba.com 

In a phrase: Throw. Back. 
Where to find it: amazon.com 

It’s no secret that the 2010s are running 
out of ’90s trends to bring back. Chokers, 
scrunchies, iridescent makeup, they’re 
all going strong after a 15-year hiatus, but 
you’ll know we’re floundering for more 
material when Furbies resurge. If that 
demonic play thing from your childhood 
is back, then anything can be resurrected. 
And curly laces are next. Subtle, definitely 
nostalgia-inducing and unique, this 
new staple is the sure way to assert your 
dominance over all the other throwback 
amateurs. 

8" SUB SANDWICHES 

#1 PEPE® 
Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese, 
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original) 

#2 BIG JOHN® 
Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo, 
lettuce & tomato. 

#3 TOTALLY TUNA® 
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery on ons, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. 
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional) 

#4 TURKEY TOM® 
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce tomato & mayo. 
The original (Sprouts* optional) 

#5 VITO® 
The orig nal Italian sub with genoa salami provolone, 
capicola, on on, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Ital an 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request) 

#6 THE VEGGIE 
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a 
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only, Sprouts* optional) 

J.J.B.L.T.® 
Bacon, ettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(My B.L.T. rocks) 

#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB 
1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham, 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 

#8 BILLY CLUB® 
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese, 
Dijon mustard lettuce, tomato & mayo. 

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB® 
Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo & our homemade Ita ian vinaigrette. 
(Order it with hot peppers) 

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB® 
A full 1/4 pound of med um rare roast beef, 
provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 

#11 COUNTRY CLUB® 
Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham, 
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!) 

#12 BEACH CLUB® 
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo! 

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB® 
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my 
7 grain who e wheat bread. Th s veggie sandwich 
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional) 

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB® 
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
An American classic! 

#15 CLUB TUNA® 
The same as our #3 Total y Tuna except this one 
has a lot more Housemade tuna salad, provolone, 
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional) 

#16 CLUB LULU® 
Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato 
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club) 

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™ 
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!) 

All of my sandwiches are 8 inches of homemade 
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & 
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily n this 
store! It tastes better that way! 

GIANT club sandwiches 
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7 grain bread or my famous 
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order! 

The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa 
sa ami, sliced smoked ham, capicola, 
roast beef, turkey & provolone, 
jammed into one of our homemade 
French buns, then smothered w th 
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our 
homemade Italian vinaigrette. 

THE J.J. 
GARGANTUAN® 

Established in Charleston, IL 
in 1983 to add to students GPA 
and general dating ability. 

ok so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
we re not french either. my subs just taste 
a little better that s all! wanted to 
call t jimmy john's tasty sandwiches but 
my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
Regardless of what she th nks, freaky fast 
is where t s at. I hope you love 'em as much 
as i do! peace! 

JJ UNWICH® 

Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread. 

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap 

SLIMS™ 

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce 

slim 1 Ham & cheese 
slim 2 Roast beef 
slim 3 Tuna sa ad 
slim 4 Turkey breast 
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese 
slim 6 Double provolone 

Soda Pop 

Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie 

Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle 

Extra load of meat 

Extra cheese or extra avocado spread 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ sides ★ 

freebies (subs & clubs only) 

Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber, 
hot peppers d jon, Jimmy Mustard, yellow mustard, 

oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts* 

th
e 

or
igi

na
l 

JJ
’S 

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM 

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"® 

Sprouts*
optional 

DELIVERY ORDERS may include 
a delivery charge. 

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM 

★ MINI JIMMYS ★ 

★ BOX LUNCHES ★ 

★ PARTY PLATTERS ★
(BOXES OF HALF SANDWICHES) 

WE PREFER 24 HOUR NOT CE, 

BUT IF YOU CALL WE LL DO WHAT 

WE CAN TO MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

*WARNING: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ADVISES THAT EATING RAW OR UNDER-COOKED SPROUTS POSES A HEALTH RISK TO EVERYONE, BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE ELDERLY CH LDREN PREGNANT WOMEN AND PERSONS W TH WEAKENED 
IMMUNE SYSTEMS. THE CONSUMPTION OF RAW SPROUTS MAY RESULT IN AN INCREASED RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR PHYSICIAN OR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes. 

https://amazon.com
https://alibaba.com
https://chicuu.com
https://amazon.com
https://ecosia.org
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WE PLAYED OURSELVES 
QUARTERBACK BATTLE HEATS UP IN ANNUAL SPRING GAME 

sean chu/thresher 

Ben Rieden 
Thresher Staff 

As spring practices came to an end, the 
Rice football team had their annual Blue-Gray 
scrimmage Friday night at Rice Stadium. The 
game allowed all players to get some in-game 
action prior to the offseason, but the focus 
was on the three quarterbacks competing for 
the starting job in the fall. The offense, which 
wore the blue uniforms, defeated the defense, 
in gray, with a score of 47-25. 

The scrimmage used a special scoring 
system that awarded points to each team for 
important plays. The offense received points 
for first downs, big running or passing gains 
and scores, while the defense received points 
for sacks, tackles for losses and takeaways. 

In the passing game, redshirt freshman 

Sam Glaesmann led all quarterbacks with 95 
passing yards with only three completions on 
five attempts. Glaesmann also threw Rice’s 
only two passing touchdowns of the game, 
a 39-yard pass to redshirt freshman receiver 
Aaron Cephus and a 15-yard strike to senior 
tight end Robby Wells III. Glaesmann also had 
a rushing touchdown in the final quarter of the 
game, when he scrambled into the end zone 
from 70 yards out. 

While Glaesmann had the most scoring out 
of any quarterback on the night, sophomore 
quarterback Jackson Tyner was 6-15 for 63 
yards and sophomore quarterback J.T. Granato 
was 6-10 for 60 yards. With senior quarterback 
Tyler Stehling graduating after this year, all 
eyes were on the quarterback play for the 
scrimmage, as next season’s starter has yet to 
be determined. According to head coach David 

Bailiff, the quarterbacks still have a lot of room 
for improvement heading into next season. 

“Still we have to get somebody more 
consistent at quarterback, that we know we 
can rely on,” Bailiff said. “All quarterbacks 
made some big plays tonight and they all did 
some things we wish they could take back.” 

The offense tallied 494 yards. In the run 
game, junior running back Samuel Stewart led 
all backs with 14 carries for 57 yards. Stewart 
was the leading rusher for the Owls last 
season with an average of 59.9 yards per game. 
After the game, Bailiff said he was impressed 
with the way the run game performed in the 
scrimmage. 

“I thought [Stewart] made elite runs all 
spring,” Bailiff said. “I’m pleased with all of 
our running backs.” 

With three senior receivers graduating 

this year, the Owls’ receiving corps will 
look for young talent to fill in the roster. 
Several receivers had big games in the spring 
scrimmage, headed by sophomore Kylen 
Granson who led the team with five catches for 
84 yards. 

On defense, junior defensive tackle Preston 
Gordon had a sack and a fumble recovery 
while junior cornerback Lawrence Cimino and 
freshman defensive lineman JaVante Hubbard 
each had a sack. Gordon led the Owls in sacks 
last year with 3.5 and will be a returning starter 
on the defensive line. 

Heading into the fall, the Owls will look to 
improve on their disappointing 3-9 season last 
year. They will be far from home in their first 
game, kicking off the season against Stanford 
University in Sydney, Australia next August, 
with the game to be broadcast on ESPN. 

Rice Athletics rebrands logo 
Michael Kidd include a Willy’s Pub Trivia night featuring Rice 
Thresher Staff Athletics trivia, a Thursday street activism team 

giving away branded items and free gear at the 
From its founding in 1912, Rice Institute, later men and women’s tennis matches on Friday 

changed to Rice University, has featured the owl. and Saturday, respectively. The push continues 
Through the years, Rice’s owl has taken many into the weekend with the first 200 students 
forms, from an Athenian owl to a pygmy owl in attendance at the Rice baseball game on 
to a horned owl. That evolution and constant Saturday receiving free shirts and a block party 
changing has taken its next step. in Rice Village on Saturday afternoon concludes 

As part of a nearly two-year-long project, the weeklong festivities. 
the Rice athletics department has launched a The preliminary talks of rebranding date back 
rebranding initiative, complete with new owl to May 2015. Rice Athletics, including Athletics 
logos and letter marks. The new logos, first Director Joe Karlgaard, began brainstorming and 
revealed in a leaked design on Reddit, include a implementing a plan that would produce a new 
proprietary script logo and a blue and white owl, logo for the Owls and their brand. 
one version with its beak open and one version Karlgaard said rebranding was a primary goal 
swooping down with its talons extended. of his heading into his job as athletics director. 

The athletics department revealed the new “I wanted to make sure we were positioning 
marks at noon on Tuesday in the Brian Patterson ourselves so we could be recognizable outside of 
Performance Center located just south of Rice the city of Houston [and] even within the city of 
Stadium. Student-athletes modeled the new logos Houston effectively,” Karlgaard said. 
on 2017 uniforms, polos and other Adidas attire. In October 2015, the university reached out to 

Duncan junior Sergio Santamaria, the newly over 25,000 individuals seeking responses about 
elected president of Rice Rally Club, said he is Rice and its “brand perspective.” The idea behind 
excited for the rebrand. these queries was to get a better idea regarding 

“We [collaborated] extensively from a strategic what the community thought of upon hearing 
standpoint on how to go about giveaways, the words “Rice University,” “Rice University 
promotions, spreading the word, passing out Athletics” or any of its 16 Division I sports teams. 
[merchandise] on the sidewalks and getting The results showed the Old English 
the student body, one of the most important “R” featured on the Rice athletic swag and 
demographics, involved,” Santamaria said. advertisements throughout the city is the most 

In addition to passing out free gear, Rally recognizable and valued to the Rice community. 
Club and Rice Athletics worked to encourage However, there was little recognition of the other 
each residential college to stream the press current owl designs, such as the close-up of Owl 
conference during the Tuesday lunch hour eyes. With this is mind, Rice decided to keep the 
in their commons. Other plans for the week 0see BRANDING, page 7 

Fans optimistic despite 
men’s basketball overhaul 

Jackson Dooling the Owls, sophomore guard Marcus Evans, junior 
For the Thresher forward Egor Koulechov, junior guard Marcus 

Jackson and freshman forward Corey Douglas 
It wasn’t supposed to happen this way. have all officially announced they’re transferring. 
The day after the Rice men’s basketball team Sophomore forward Marquez Letcher-Ellis is also 

concluded its first 23-win season in over 60 years, likely to depart, so the team is losing a majority of 
the news broke: Head coach Mike Rhoades was its key players. 
leaving to take over the reins at Virginia Common- Losing them leaves the team with just one 
wealth University, where he had served as an as- regular starter in sophomore guard Connor 
sistant coach under Shaka Smart from 2009-2014. Cashaw, which is quite a stark contrast from 

Rice was left without the coach who had led what might have been. If the Rhoades departure 
the team to its second-most wins in a season, stung, these transfer announcements are like five 
ever. Though the abruptness of the move came consecutive bee stings stacked on the same spot. 
as a shock, the fans most familiar with Rhoades Rice students and fans have reacted with 
weren’t too surprised, given he had spent the first varying levels of optimism, but a trend across the 
18 years of his career in and around Richmond. board is the feeling of disappointment for what 

“I always knew if that job was going to come could have been. 
up, he was going [to take it],” Duncan College “It’s rough as a fan,” Pax Kaplan-Sherman, 
senior Jeremy Reiskind, former president of Rice a junior and a regular attendee of home games, 
Rally Club, said. “It’s home for him … I could see said. “They were a fun team to watch, and I got 
him staying there for the rest of his career.” behind them, got invested in their success … It’s 

Expected or not, Rhoades’ departure stings. disappointing to see the team disband so quickly.” 
His impact on the program when he took over in Yet, even in the midst of this difficult and 
2014 was tangible and immediate. Though Rice somewhat unexpected transition, there are signs 
was a seven-win team the year before he arrived, of hope. Coming off a season in which he started 
many were pegging it as an early favorite to win every game, Cashaw averaged eight points and 
Conference USA next year in what would have 5.3 rebounds in his 26 minutes. With him stepping 
been just his fourth season at the helm. into a more prominent role on offense and as a 

Perhaps even worse than his departure, leader of the team, Rice is putting its trust in the 
however, is the mass exodus of talent that’s hands of an experienced and skilled guard. 
come in the wake of his announcement. Rice was “He’s going to have to take on a bigger role, 
expectedtoreturnallfivestartersandallofitsmost but he’s grown into more of a scorer,” Courtney 
important bench contributors. Unfortunately for 0see OUTLOOK, page 7 
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Andrew Grottkau
Sports Editor

Heading into the season, Rice baseball 
head coach Wayne Graham knew he was going 
to have to replace talent on the pitching staff. 
Jon Duplantier and Blake Fox, Rice’s top two 
starters from the previous year, had moved 
on to professional baseball. Junior pitchers 
Glenn Otto and Willy Amador were nursing 
injuries. Graham recognized he would need 
to turn to players with less experience and 
more question marks. Before the season, 
when asked if any freshman could contribute, 
Graham pointed to a player in the outfield 
wearing jersey No. 40. 

“[Matt] Canterino can be a plus pitcher,” 
Graham said. “He didn’t pitch in the fall so 
he has to get his control back. But his stuff 
is very good.”

Canterino, a freshman pitcher, has indeed 
played a big role on the team this season. He 
has now started eight games and has given 
up just 18 earned runs in 44.2 innings for an 
ERA of 3.63, third best on the team. His .181 
opponent batting average and 58 strikeouts are 
the best marks on the team by wide margins. 
While most freshman pitchers struggle to 
transition from high school to college baseball 
due to the big jump in the hitters’ talent level, 
Canterino has reversed this trend. He said the 
main reason he has been able to succeed at the 
college level is his ability to avoid mistakes. 

“Coming out of high school, if you were 
good, you could get away with some mistakes,” 
Canterino said. “In college that’s not the case. 
It’s about fixing those mistakes and trying 
to be more fine with your pitches and really 
trusting that you can get these hitters out.”

At first expected to play a secondary role 
behind primary starters junior Dane Myers, 
junior Ricardo Salinas and junior Willy 
Amador, Canterino burst onto the scene 
in early March. He struck out 10 batters in 
three consecutive starts against Pepperdine 

University, Stanford University and Old 
Dominion University. In doing so, he became 
the first Rice pitcher since the 2003 national 
championship season to accomplish that feat. 
In the win over No. 11 Stanford, Canterino 
went seven innings and allowed just two hits 
and no runs in a 4-0 win on his way to winning 
Conference USA Pitcher of the Week. 

“That was a real fun game because it was 
a really well-rounded game,” Canterino said. 
“Our defense played solid, our offense got 
timely hits and I was fortunate enough to have 
my pitches work and be able to throw strikes 
and get a team win.”

Canterino’s past four starts have each 
come in the opening game of a weekend 
series, which typically takes place on a 
Friday night. He has been Graham’s go-
to pitcher when trying to get Rice off to a 
positive start in a three-game set. While he 
said he is happy to start the Friday night 
games, he said he does not read too much 
into the coaching staff ’s decision to trust 
him with the series-opening role. 

“It means [the coaches] think I can help the 
team win,” Canterino said. “I’ve got to do my 
job whatever night it may be, and right now it 
happens to be Friday night.”

While Canterino has had a stellar freshman 
year, the team is in the midst of a down season 
with a record of 11-23 as of Monday. But the 
losses, according to Canterino, have not 
significantly dampened the mood of the team. 

“People see our record and think we’re 
struggling, but when you look at our team 
and you see the chemistry that we have, the 
energy in the clubhouse is good,” Canterino 
said. “We’re really not that far off from being 
successful.”

The Owls will have a chance to get some 
statement wins this weekend when the 
conference leader, the University of Southern 
Mississippi, comes to Reckling Park for a 
three-game series. The first game of the series 
is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Friday.

Canterino coming up aces 
in freshman season popular “R” but proceed with the brand refresh in 

four new categories: the script logo, the owl head, 
the owl body and numerals for uniforms. 

Lizzie Haldane, director of branding, 
spearheaded the project. Over the past two 
years, Haldane said she incorporated feedback 
from student-atheletes, coaches, administrators, 

alumni and fans into the new designs. 
Haldane also collaborated with  the Student 

Athlete Advisory Committee. Committee 
President Ellen Diemert, a senior track and field/
cross-country runner, said Haldane reached out 
to the SAAC last semester for feedback on several 
different potential designs. 

“We were very excited and in complete 
agreement with what [Haldane] presented,” 
Diemert said. “We loved that our logo could now 
be consistent just like the Old English “R” that 
you see everywhere in sports at Rice.” 

0BRANDING
            FROM PAGE 6

Brown, a former Rice women’s basketball player, 
said. “He’ll be fine; he’s a really strong guard.”

Though it may seem the contrary, he won’t 
have to do it alone: Key contributor and redshirt 
freshman Chad Lott is expected to return next 
year as well. Coming off of his first season after a 
year lost to a torn knee ligament, Lott averaged 5.8 
points per game and came into his own toward 
the end of the year as Rice’s sixth man. 

“Chad’s development over this past year was 
phenomenal,” Reiskind said. “He developed a 
jump shot. He’s going to step into a much more 
prominent role moving forward.”

With these two and a few other contributors 
returning, new head coach Scott Pera has the 
foundation upon which to build for the future. 

The next step, which will likely determine the 
team’s success in the coming years, is to recruit a 
strong freshman class. Luckily for Rice, Pera has a 
bit of experience in that area: He’s helped recruit 
at each of his previous career stops and brought 
in James Harden to Arizona State in 2007.  

What’s more, players and fans alike agree 
hiring Pera was a great long-term move. Though 
the passing of the torch didn’t come under the 
best of circumstances, there’s a great deal of 
optimism surrounding his ability to steer the 
program in the right direction for years to come.

“He has a great head on his shoulders, he 
understands Rice and he’s going to be here for the 
long haul,” Reiskind said. 

Rice fans certainly hope so. After an incredibly 
exciting season, they’ve gotten a taste for success, 
and they’re hungry for more. Luckily, even in the 
midst of a disappointing turn of events, there’s a 
bright future for Rice basketball — it just may be 
coming a few years behind schedule.

END of YEAR PICNIC
Saturday, April 22nd

4:30 – 7:00 pm
Engineering Quad
Join the Rice Engineering Alumni  
and the George R. Brown School of 
Engineering to celebrate another 
successful year for Engineering at 
Rice.

We’ll announce the recipients of over 
$150,000 in REA and School of 
Engineering scholarships, grants, and 
awards… we’ll recognize graduating 
seniors as new REA members… and
barbeque, beer, and cake will be 
served!

The picnic is open to all 
engineering students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and their families!

0OUTLOOK
            FROM PAGE 6

courtesy rice athletics
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The Backpage is edited by Joey McGlone and Riley Robertson. This week, Isaac Schultz contributed. Please email comments and questions to thirsty@rice.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS
TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and Energetic teach-
ers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible 
schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@testmasters.
com.

RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High School Math, 
Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay is based 
upon a variety of factors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to siyengar777@gmail.com

FAMILY SEEKING patient, gentle, smiling caregiver for 3 chil-
dren ages 13-15. Need vehicle for transport to activities and 
school. Experience with ADHD and learning differences a 
plus. All children sweet and interesting. Excellent opportu-
nity for child development/nursing student. Contact ameri-
aussi@hotmail.com

RICE ALUMS SEEKING energetic, nurturing nanny (1 person 
full-time, or 2-3 people part-time) for 3 great kids (6 months, 
3, and 5) for May 31 - Aug 25. Near Med Center. Call/text Lau-
ren 713-705-3963

STAR PIZZA HIRING for Waiter/Waitress and Host/Hostess. 
Apply in person or via resume @2111 Norfolk. JOIN OUR 
TEAM!

The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any 
reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad. Printing an advertisement does not constitute 
an endorsement by the Thresher.

First copy free, second copy $5.
Cash, check or credit card payment must accompany your classi-

fied advertisement, which must be received by 12 p.m. on the Friday 
prior to publication.

WANTED

DUNCAN COLLEGE: If you get 
caught in these hallways, you’ll 
find a few quiet tumbleweeds 
and a lone Quiksilver shirt 
evoking memories of simpler, 
less regulated times. A sad 
array of unused solo cups is 
propped up against a wall, and 
the lusty hopes of brace-faces 
and cracking voices died with the 
dream Saturday could’ve been.

WILLY’S PUB: Reminder! Prospective 
students are absolutely PROHIBITED from 
consuming any alcohol while visiting 
campus. But you may be able to order a 
virgin beer here at Willy’s Pub. Just make 
sure you don’t accidentally order Rice’s 
House Special: a beer for a virgin. 

SALLYPORT: The age-old informal 
tradition of the “talent showcase” is 
officially on the books this year! Current 
students will rate all the incoming 
“talent” on a scale of 1 to 10. Due to 
limited supplies, judges were only able 
to make cards for 1 through 6. So far this 
hasn’t been an issue.

BACKPAGE MAP FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS

WILLY’S STATUE: Hey prospies! Has 
anyone told you about how crazy we used 
to be? No?? We once turned our founder’s 
statue around back in the ’70s. Isn’t that 
crazy?! Aren’t we nerds but, like, cool 
nerds? What, you’ve heard that one? 
Well, let me tell you 52 more times before 
you go.

BROWN COLLEGE: When Caesar arrived 
in Rome, he proclaimed veni, vidi, vici. 
Stay till Saturday and you’ll be crooning 
vino, vino, vino!

WILL RICE MAGISTERS’: Rice is 
constantly improving. Check out the 
latest improvement to campus facilities!

HERZSTEIN AMPHITHEATER: Get ready 
for fun! Dean Hutchinson will lead three 
two-hour sessions here in Herzstein 
amphitheater, one for each day of Owl 
Days. These three sessions will focus 
on one of the “Three Rs.” Though 
labeled “discussions,” these sessions 
will actually consist of one hour and 
55 minutes of Dean Hutch lecturing 
followed by five minutes of SQ&VA — 
“Specific Question and Vague Answer” 
— that will be cut short due to the Dean’s 
need to run to his next appointment. 
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