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SUFFERING 
IN SILENCE

see Ops p. 5

Language program cuts 
weaken all of Rice

‘RAW’ KEEPS 
IT FRESH

see Sports p. 9see A&E p. 6

Baseball loses third straight 
C-USA seriesAn innovative, feminine 

horror flick

SWING AND 
A MISS

Meredith McCain
Thresher Staff

In the wake of Trump’s execu-
tive order banning travelers from six 
majority-Muslim nations and reports 
of potential changes to visa policies, 
international students at Rice are left 
reassessing their ability to stay in the 
U.S. after graduation. Rice is home 
to more than 1,600 international un-
dergraduates and graduates from 94 
countries, comprising almost a quarter 
of the degree-seeking population. 

Neha Sahai, an Indian 
international student, said she and 
fellow international students from 
countries not on the travel ban still feel 
insecure about their future in the U.S.

“A lot of international students are 
feeling [these actions] could be ex-
panded to other nations,” Sahai, a Will 
Rice College senior, said. “Is there go-
ing to be a moment when the relation-
ship between the U.S. and my country 
spoils and I’m going to be restricted?”

According to immigration lawyer 
Judy Lee, the current situation im-
migrants and visa holders in the U.S. 
are facing is more difficult than it has 
been in the past. Lee recently gave a 
presentation hosted by the Rice Office 
of International Students and Scholars 
about new immigration policies.

“The current challenges are greater 
than ever because of the focus on com-
pliance with immigration laws cou-
pled with misapplication of the laws, 
due to the complexity and constant 
new developments,” Lee said. 

Employment
Once international students com-

plete their degrees, they can work for 
one year in a field related to their major 
under the Optional Practical Training 

provision of their student visa. 
In order to continue working in the 

U.S., international students must then 
be sponsored by an employer to enter 
a lottery for an H-1B visa. Only 85,000 
are offered each year from a pool of 
over 200,000 applicants. Of these 
85,000 visas, 20,000 are set aside for 
those with advanced degrees, further 
limiting the opportunities for interna-
tional students to find jobs in the U.S. 
after earning their bachelor’s degree.

Sahai said international students 
face obstacles when applying for jobs 
because companies must sponsor 
foreign workers and pay visa fees.

“You have to prove you’re better 
than basically every American appli-
cant for that job,” Sahai said. “It comes 
down to the fact that hiring a foreign 
worker is more expensive. So of course 
they will hire American workers unless 
you can prove you provide a unique 
service or are extremely qualified.”

According to Lee, the Trump ad-
ministration has proposed legisla-
tion to further restrict the number of 
foreign workers allowed into the U.S. 
each year. These provisions include 
doubling the minimum offered wage, 
which would require companies to pay 
even more to employ international stu-
dents and could further disincentivize 
companies from employing interna-
tional students, decreasing the total 
number of H-1B visas allotted annu-
ally, and favoring STEM majors and 
those with advanced degrees.

Lily Ma, a Chinese international 
student and a Wiess College senior, 
said it can be hard to know the reasons 
why international students aren’t 
hired by companies. 

“On one side, there are those 
companies that don’t sponsor us, so 

Students on visas 
face tough job market

Drew Keller
News Editor

The Alcohol Policy Advisory 
Committee has released a report with 25 
recommendations for the enforcement 
of Rice’s Alcohol Policy, but did not 
suggest modifying the policy itself. The 
recommendations of the committee, 
which was convened by Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson in 
October, included shifting the event 
registration process out of Student 
Judicial Programs, supporting the 
residential college justice system and 
adding more education on the policy 
throughout the year.

This year was the first the 
committee convened since 2013, 
when its recommendations resulted 
in the implementation of the hard 
alcohol ban and associated policies. 

Hutchinson said there is evidence 
that those changes have improved the 
safety of Rice students.

“The number of people who need 
medical attention is dramatically lower, 
multiples lower, than it was before the 
hard alcohol ban,” Hutchinson said. 
“I’m talking about hundreds of percent 
changes.”

Hutchinson declined to release 
exact numbers because he said success 
of the hard alcohol policy should not 
be based on one metric. He also said he 
did not want to discourage EMS calls, 
which he said were critical to student 
safety, and pointed out that another 
way to get a reduction in medical calls 
would be less students calling EMS 
when they should.

“I don’t want to create the percep-
tion of a disincentive to call EMS,” 
Hutchinson said. “Do the right thing 

and things are going to be okay. Do the 
wrong thing and things are going to go 
badly for everybody involved.”

Eight of the committee’s recom-
mendations suggested improvements 
to the registration process for public 
and medium-sized events. Another 
eight recommendations deal with the 
registration and enforcement of private 
events, largely focusing on the need for 
effective chief justices and expansion 
of the associate justice program at resi-
dential colleges, and nine of the recom-
mendations related to expanding stu-
dent education on the Alcohol Policy, 
especially after Orientation Week.

Party registration
Hutchinson said he planned to add 

a student activities staff member with 
training in student life risk manage-
ment whose primary responsibility 
would be to work with students to cre-
ate risk management plans for events. 

According to Hutchinson, SJP ap-
proved around 450 events last year, 
so moving event approval to a student 
activities staff member will remove a 
large workload from SJP and allow it 
to focus fully on adjudication and dis-
ciplinary matters. He said the rules for 
event approval will remain the same, 
but the change will improve the ap-
proval process and increase adminis-
tration responsivity to students.

For private events, Hutchinson said 
better communication is needed be-
tween college courts and event hosts.

“I think there is more of an issue of 
people not cooperating with CJs rather 
than with CJs not doing their jobs,” 
Hutchinson said. “There is strong lead-
ership among CJs but the community 
needs to participate in the process.”

Committee calls for changes to 
alcohol policy enforcement 

0see VISAS, page 20see ALCOHOL, page 3

A Wiessman hits a Martelian in the face with 
a water balloon. At press time, Wiess had not 
left Rice and Martel was still not a college.

A Bakerite chugs for the women’s team 
at the races. Baker came neither first 
nor early, but 10th.

ALCOHOL POLICY CHANGES
MEMBERS CHANGES INCLUDE:

RECOMMENDATIONS

charlene pan/thresher & courtesy bill arnold

BEER WINS AGAIN
Will Rice, Sid Rich, Jones Colleges win alumni, women’s, men’s 

races, respectively, at 60th anniversary of first Beer Bike

Lovetteers celebrate in the water bal-
loon fight. The college later placed last 
in all three races and the float parade.
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SENATE IN BRIEF 0VISAS 
            FROM PAGE 1 

we don’t look for jobs from them,” Ma said. “For 
those who do [sponsor], they won’t tell us why 
they turned us down. We don’t know whether 
it’s because we are international students, or our 
English isn’t good enough or our knowledge is 
limited.” 

Noor El Sonbaty, a Will Rice sophomore 
from Egypt, also said he anticipates potential 
challenges in his job search after graduation. 

“After college, one of the toughest things I’ll be 
doing is finding a sponsor [for my visa],” El Son-
baty, who studies computer science, said. “But be-
ing a student at Rice will give [me] an advantage.” 

STEM vs. non-STEM 
72 percent of international students at Rice 

major in STEM subjects, according to the Office 
of International Students and Scholars. However, 
those who don’t may find it especially hard to find 
employment. For STEM majors, the OPT provision 
of their student visa may be extended for up to 
three years, which gives them an advantage when 
applying for H-1B visas. 

Amber Tong, a Lovett senior from China, said 
she understands visa policies favoring STEM ca-
reers, although that may put her at a disadvantage. 

“I’m frustrated but I can see why it’s a policy,” 
Tong, an anthropology major said. “They need 
STEM people more than humanities or social 
sciences people. It makes sense pragmatically.” 

Tong hasn’t found a job yet, but said she didn’t 
anticipate challenges early in her college career. 

“I was very naive [coming in],” Tong said. 
“I knew I wanted to do journalism, but I didn’t 
anticipate how difficult it would be to get a job. 
It’s very hard regardless, but I don’t have the same 
flexibility as an American student. For me, there’s 
a very clear deadline by which I have to find a job.” 

Ma, who is majoring in chemical engineering 
and economics, was unable to find a job in chemi-
cal engineering, but said she attributes it mostly to 
economic conditions in the oil and gas industry. 

“It was hard to find chemical engineering 
companies that sponsor,” Ma said. “When I was 
a sophomore, the oil and gas prices changed and 
I started hearing international students couldn’t 
find jobs, so I decided to double major in econom-

illustration by jennifer fu 

Parliamentarian resigns; position 
empty amid voting violation 

Elizabeth Rasich, Assistant News Editor 

The first bill of Student Association Presi-
dent Justin Onwenu’s term passed Monday 
night, but the vote occurred as a straw poll 
by hand in violation of the constitution. 

Although Onwenu said Former Parlia-
mentarian Annabelle McIntire-Gavlick, a 
Lovett College senior, was continuing her 
role as an interim parliamentarian until he 
chose a new appointee, McIntire-Gavlick 
told the Thresher she is no longer involved 
with the SA. 

After the Thresher informed Onwenu of 
McIntire-Gavlick’s statement that she is no 
longer the parliamentarian, Onwenu said 
she had resigned. 

Onwenu declined to comment on when 
McIntire-Gavlick submitted her formal resig-
nation and said a new parliamentarian will 
be announced shortly. 

The SA passed the SB1 legislation, which 
will convene a group of senators to gather 
information about resources available to 
undocumented students at Rice and address 
problems these students face. During the 
voting period, Onwenu called for a show of 
hands rather than the constitutionally man-
dated roll call vote. 

Section 4ei of the updated version of the 
constitution, which passed in the first round 
of SA elections, states, “All votes on legisla-
tion shall be conducted by roll call, to be 
published on the Student Association web-
site by the Secretary.” The previous constitu-
tion contained the same requirement. 

Onwenu said he was unaware the roll 
call vote was required and based on conver-
sations with McIntire-Gavlick, he thought he 
could call a roll call vote or an all-hands vote 
on a case-by-case basis. However, he said he 
will conduct a roll call vote moving forward. 

Former SA President Griffin Thomas also 
failed to take roll call votes until November of 
his term in office, when the Thresher notified 
him of the constitutional violation. 

ics. I’ll be working in consulting, and consulting 
companies do sponsor international students.” 

According to Shirley Jiang, a Lovett College se-
nior from China, she and other computer science 
majors have an easier time finding jobs in the U.S. 
than some other international students. 

“For computer science, it doesn’t matter much 
whether you’re international,” Jiang said. “For all 
other majors, it is hard because companies don’t 
give visa support and won’t sponsor full time.” 

Shiyu Fang, a Wiess senior and a Chinese 
international student, is a psychology and 
economics major, which she said has lessened her 
opportunities when searching for a job as a non-
STEM international student. 

“Rice doesn’t have a very practical major in 
the social sciences or humanities,” Fang said. “I 
call them ‘supportive majors’ because you can add 
them to anything.” 

Fang, who will be continuing her education 
next year at Rice’s Master of Accounting program, 
said that in contrast to Ma, she was unable to find 
a job in the consulting field as a non-STEM major. 

“I went through five or six interviews [with a 
company],” Fang said. “Then they said they can’t 
hire me because they don’t want to sponsor. They 
don’t know if I’ll get the lottery [for the H-1B visa].” 

Jiang agreed many international students ma-
jor in STEM fields in order to find a job in the U.S. 

“Most humanities and social sciences majors 

double major with STEM,” Jiang said. “You get a 
job, you get [an OPT] STEM extension and that’s 
one of the reasons why we’re in these majors.” 

Staying in the U.S. 
Jiang said the struggle of international students 

doesn’t end with finding a job. 
“It’s also about keeping jobs, because if we 

can’t get a visa, we can’t stay here, even if a compa-
ny wants us,” Jiang said. “It’s an ongoing battle.” 

Both Tong and Fang expressed an interest in 
returning to their countries of origin, but only after 
gaining some work experience in the U.S. 

“I want to get more experience here,” Tong 
said. “If I go home, it will be harder [to apply for 
jobs here].” 

Sahai said international students come to the 
U.S. to seek out new opportunities, but may strug-
gle accessing them. 

“People are coming here because their home 
countries don’t offer them the same opportunities 
that America does,” Sahai said. “It’s hard enough 
to get job and even harder if you’re international.” 

Facing barriers to finding and keeping 
employment in the U.S., Fang expressed doubt 
that international students can always find 
success in the American workforce. 

“There are some limits we can’t push,” 
Fang said. 

Amber Tong is a former Thresher news editor. 
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Students weather tornado 
warning to attend class 

Shami Mosley 
Thresher Staff 

A tornado warning was an unexpected 
addition to Willy Week. Rice University’s 
Crisis Management Team used the emergency 
notification system last Wednesday to advise 
students, faculty and the rest of the Rice 
community to seek shelter from a possible 
tornado. The tornado warning was issued at 
10:51 a.m. as many students prepared to attend 
their 11 a.m. classes, though the warning did 
not indicate that classes had been cancelled. 

Some students across campus left their 
locations to attend class despite the Crisis 
Management Team’s warning to immediately 
seek shelter in a basement or interior hallway. 

Will Rice College senior Katherine Dong 
said she drove to campus and walked across 
West Lot during the tornado warning to make it 
to her biochemistry class. Due to the warning, 
Dong said her professor chose to teach less 
important content to accommodate students 
who could not attend. 

“Rice Crisis Management doesn’t care about 
us and neither do the professors for not taking 
these warnings seriously,” Dong said. “It is a 
failure of the administration to keep students 
and staff safe by issuing warnings that can be 
disregarded instead of cancelling class.” 

Due to the tornado warning, Rice Crisis 
Management did advise people to seek shelter; 
however classes were not cancelled. Director 
of Crisis Management Jerusha Kasch said the 
authority to cancel class lies with a senior level 
advisory team. 

“That decision is then operationalized 
by the incident management team working 
the emergency/crisis,” Kasch said. “Specific 
information on how to handle make up work, 
test or assignments would come from the 
Provost’s Office.” 

Rice Crisis Management works with the 
National Weather Service to monitor the 
weather and provide current information on an 
emerging situation, according to Kasch. 

“We provide mass notification services to 
help people to know what to do, when to do 
it and when the situation has resolved and the 
campus population is free to continue normal 
daily events,” Kasch said. “These are some of 
the items that we did to respond to the severe 
weather warning on Wednesday.” 

McMurtry College sophomore Shelby Bice 
said she waited at her residential college until 10 
minutes before her 11 a.m. exam was supposed 
to start at Herzstein Hall. With raincoat on and 
umbrella up, Bice said she made it to class soaked 
from the waist down, was shaken by lightning 
and felt uncomfortable while taking the exam. 

Bice said her Introduction to International 
Relations (POLI 211) professor, Songying Fang, 
said she was impressed with the attendance, as 
most of the class seemed to have made it to the 
exam. Fang could not be reached for comment 
before print. 

“While I have a lot of respect for Dr. Fang, 
I’m not sure ‘impressed’ is the right word 
considering the conditions,” Bice said. “I think 
‘worrying’ might have been a better choice, 
considering that coming to class meant that 
most of us had ignored [the crisis management 
team’s] warning to stay inside.” 

Jones College freshman Rachel Barnes was 
in another class during the warning and decided 
not to leave to take the POLI 211 midterm. Barnes 
said she contacted Fang, who told her and four 
other students to take the exam in their current 
locations under Honor Code. 

“I don’t think it affected my test performance 
at all, but I did have to take the exam on my 
phone with the Microsoft Word app since I 
didn’t have my laptop on me,” Barnes said. 

Jones sophomore Emily Shen said she made 
it to class drenched in water and felt cold while 
taking the exam. Her clothes dripped water on 
her exam. Shen said Fang did provide paper 
towels for students who were wet.  

administration to 
It is a failure of the 

keep students and 
staff safe by issuing 
warnings that can be 
disregarded. 

Katherine Dong
Will Rice College senior 

“The tornado warning didn’t affect my 
performance on the exam; however, being 
soaked and cold definitely was a distraction,” 
Shen said. “Also, the room was packed. I felt 
like almost all of the class made it for the exam. 
Rice students are just that dedicated: Midterms 
trump tornado warnings any day, apparently.” 

Lovett College sophomore Christina Yeh 
said she was one of the few students in 
attendance at her oceanography class. 

“Only six or seven students showed up 
that day and my professor laughed every 
time someone showed up, commending their 
bravery and dedication. It was a pretty chill 
class since there was only a few of us who 
made it,” Yeh said. 

Jones freshman Helen Bonnyman, who was 
in the same class as Yeh, said she missed her 
class to avoid the rain and did not face any 
repercussions because he professor does not 
take attendance. 

“I think as long as professors don’t penalize 
students for not coming to class during severe 
weather events, then it’s not a big deal if they 
don’t cancel class,” Bonnyman said. 

0ALCOHOL 
            FROM PAGE 1 

Former McMurtry College President Madhuri 
Venkateswar, who served on the committee, 
said the committee also wanted to standardize 
policy enforcement between colleges by further 
supporting CJs and AJs. 

“One of the first discussions we had as 
a committee was about the inconsistencies 
in how college courts operated college by 
college, and how courts even operated year to 
year,” Venkateswar, a senior, said. “This led to 
differences in enforcement and caused students 
to be frustrated by their interactions with both the 
college and administration’s judicial system.” 

However, former Will Rice College CJ Aakash 
Shah, who also served on APAC, said he was 
not certain more consistent enforcement would 
actually help students. 

“I understand why people think it makes 
sense to train all CJs to enforce the alcohol policy 
the same way, but I’m unsure if this will add any 
real benefit in terms of student safety and well-
being,” Shah, a senior, said. “I found the role 
of CJ to be more about building relationships 
with upperclassmen who can be on your side 
and set good examples, and about prioritizing 
punishing behavior that puts students in danger. 
I found that if minor violations were consistently 
punished, students would lose trust and faith in 
the CJ, and would be less open about when and 
what they were doing.” 

Shah said he felt strict alcohol policy 
enforcement should not be a priority. 

“I think we’re overall no better or worse than 
we’ve been since I’ve been at Rice and since the 
hard alcohol policy has been implemented,” he 
said. “As a CJ, I’ve always been more concerned 
with student safety than with strict enforcement 
of the alcohol policy, and so I generally let things 
slide so long as students were taking care of each 
other and not putting anyone in danger.” 

Sid Richardson College President Griffin 
Palmer, who was a member of the committee 
while serving as CJ, said he did not expect the 
new recommendations would represent a major 
change to the CJ role and responsibilities. 

“I don’t think that the CJ role will necessarily 
change an extreme amount since they still have 
the same purpose, but for the next year or two the 
CJs may need to be slightly more active to help to 
create these extra educational protocols,” Palmer, 
a junior said. “Their sole purpose of enforcing the 
alcohol policy while helping to keep students safe 
and serving as a resource will remain the same. 

In addition to its recommendations about col-
lege courts, the committee called for a single, con-
sistent set of sanctions for violations of the private 
gathering rules, while preserving some SJP and 
college master discretion in student punishment. 

Education 
Hutchinson said the alcohol policy is currently 

only explained during and just after O-Week. 
“Education during O-Week is definitely 

insufficient. I think it’s because the education 
that comes during O-Week is out of context,” 
Hutchinson said. “The new students haven’t 
lived here, they haven’t experienced members of 
the college having a gathering, or they haven’t 

attended a large public event like the Texas Party.” 
Palmer agreed with the need for continued 

education. 
“The majority of the issues with education 

that we encountered weren’t actually with the 
education of the CJ,” Palmer said. “It was that 
most of the general population doesn’t seem 
to know the alcohol policy well. The policy is 
presented by each CJ during O-Week and then 
isn’t really visited again for the entire year. Since 
O-Week can often be information overload, it can 
be easy to forget pieces of the policy over time.” 

In order to provide a more understandable 
presentation of the alcohol policy, the committee 
recommended using case abstracts, which could 
be based on real disciplinary incidents, in order to 
demonstrate to students the consequences of not 
following the policy. 

Moving forward 
The committee was chaired by Associate 

Dean of Undergraduates Brian Gibson and has 
now adjourned until Hutchinson decides to call 
it again. According to Gibson, it consisted of four 
college masters, advisors from general council 
and SJP, and nine student representatives: 
college presidents, chief justices and the chair 
of University Court. Venkateswar, Palmer and 
Shah all said the committee was receptive to 
student suggestions and the administration was 
communicative throughout the process. 

However, Shah said he was unsure whether 
all of the committee’s recommendations would 
be carried out by the administration. 

“Isuspecttheadministrationwillmoveforward 
with the recommendations they wanted from 
the beginning (moving public party registration 
out of SJP), ignore the recommendations they 
want to ignore (consensus penalty structure for 
alcohol policy violations) and vaguely promote 
recommendations that sound good but lack 
any real substance (continuing alcohol policy 
education throughout the semester),” Shah wrote 
in an email. 

Hutchinson said the administration wants 
students to think of hosting events with alcohol 
in terms of risk management, and that the com-
mittee’s new recommendations continue a move 
in that direction that began with the codification 
of the alcohol policy over a decade ago. 

“The goal is to make sure people are thinking 
through what might happen during an event and 
how to prevent those things from happening so 
everyone will be safe and well at the end of the 
evening,” Hutchinson said. “That’s a different 
approach than telling people, ‘These are the 
rules,’ and instead replacing that with ‘Here are 
the things you need to be thinking about.’” 

Thehostofanygatheringhastheresponsibility 
of making sure attendees are safe, Hutchinson 
said, emphasizing that this expectation applies 
to adults and organizations outside of Rice as 
well. He said the point of the event registration 
process is to allow residential college leadership 
and campus authorities to play their proper role 
in keeping events safe. 

“If you work with the system the system will 
work with you,” Hutchinson said. “If you work 
outside the system you’re taking on a responsibil-
ity because you’re working in a way that does not 
allow the college to bear that responsibility.” 

Managing Editor Anita Alem contributed to 
this report. 

Students, alumni split $30K in entrepreneurship contest 
Elizabeth Rasich 

News Editor 

A Rice undergraduate team created an 
educational toy for children to learn about 
computer processing and took home the 
$6,000 best undergraduate team prize from 
the inaugural Rice Launch Challenge. 

Team HexIO, made up of Lovett College 
junior Vi Nguyen, Will Rice College freshman 
Achal Srinivasan and Brown College 
sophomores Andrew Maust, Nishant Verma, 
Johan Widmann and Nicole Mitchell, also 
won the best undergraduate team prize in the 
entrepreneurship competition on March 28. 

“Our toy is made of modular plastic blocks 
that connect using magnets,” Maust said. 
“Inside each block is a boolean logic gate, one 
of the smallest parts in a computer and what 
processes signals of zeroes and ones.” 

Rice Launch, which was sponsored 
by the Liu Idea Lab for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, combines two existing 
entrepreneurship competitions, Owl Spark 
and Owl Open, and has a larger combined 
total prize purse of $30,000, to be divided 
among five winning teams of undergraduate, 
graduate, and alumni entrepreneurs. 

Maust said HexIO will use the $6,000 to 
market their kickstarter campaign. 

Nguyen said she was inspired to work on 
the HexIO team because of her background in 

computer science. 
“I’m really passionate about getting other 

people into and excited about STEM, which I 
think HexIO can do,” Nguyen said. 

for us to inspire and 
There’s a real potential 

arm kids with real 
knowledge, no matter 
their background. 

Andrew Maust 
Team HexIO Member 

Maust said HexIO intends to make the toy 
available to children from low-income families. 

“Our product is intentionally designed 
to be gender neutral, and if we are able to 
succeed as a company, we plan to donate 
kits to lower [socioeconomic status] schools, 
where we can give the gift of this knowledge 
to more students,” Maust said. “There’s a real 
potential for us to inspire and arm kids with 
real knowledge, no matter their background.” 

Lovett junior Madeleine Pelzel and Brown 

junior Harrison Lin also participated in the 
competition, but did not win a cash prize. 
Pelzel and Lin said their idea, designRice, 
is a student-run product design firm to help 
students market and sell the prototypes 
they create. Under current Rice regulations, 
prototypes produced in Rice design spaces 
such as the Oshman Engineering Design 
Kitchen and McMurtry Innovation Space 
cannot be legally sold and the intellectual 
property rights are owned by Rice. 

“designRice will be the nation’s first student-
run product design firm — an educational, 
small-business venture that teaches students 
entrepreneurship and design firsthand,” 
Pelzel and Lin said. “We want to create a 
platform through which students can design, 
manufacture, market and sell amazing things 
that address specific issues or concerns.” 

Pelzel and Lin said the specific prize 
reserved for undergraduate teams allowed 
them to present their idea alongside with 
graduate students and alumni. 

“We appreciated that there was a prize 
reserved for undergraduate teams,” Pelzel 
and Lin said. “Otherwise, we don’t think we 
could’ve competed with these other grad 
student and Ph.D teams that already have 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in funding, 
as well as super-developed technologies.” 

Maust said that he admired the work of 
designRice. 

“I was especially excited for the other 
undergraduate team who pitched the idea of 
an on-campus student-run product design 
studio,” Maust said. “I really hope that the 
Rice administration will work with them to 
make this idea a reality.” 

Judges selected nine finalists, including 
two undergraduate, five graduate and two 
alumni teams according to Entrepreneurship 
Program Manager Caitlin Bolanos. Each team 
had five minutes to present and then another 
five minutes to field questions from judges. 

LILIE Director Abby Larson said the Rice 
Launch Challenge was part of LILIE’s efforts 
to support entrepreneurship. 

“The Rice Launch Challenge highlighted 
the ingenuity of our students and alumni 
in fields ranging from architecture to 
engineering and health,” Larson said. 
“We look forward to continuing to support 
these teams, as well as other students 
and alumni with learning opportunities 
including courses, coaching and mentor 
networks, trainings, as well a physical 
space [the Liu Idea Lab for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship] on campus opening next 
year.” 

Larson said that the lab is scheduled to 
open in the fall of 2017 and will be located on 
the first floor of the administrative building 
currently under construction next to the 
Allen Center. 
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Clearly, constitution’s length 
not underlying problem

At this point we are beating a dead horse. 
While we understand that Justin Onwenu’s 
administration is only just gaining its foothold 
and that mistakes can happen, the Thresher 
is frustrated by the regularity with which 
constitutional violations seem to occur at the 
Student Association (see p. 2). The previous SA 
administration told us the constitution’s length 
precluded SA members from following it. And yet 
here we are, with a much shorter constitution, 
but facing the same set of procedural problems. If 
the SA cares so deeply about the constitution that 
they’re willing to go through the pains to revise 
it, then why do they continue to completely 
disregard it? Further, that Onwenu and interim 
parliamentarian Annabelle McIntire-Gavlick 
faced such a breakdown in communication to 
the point where Onwenu did not realize that 
McIntire-Gavlick no longer considered herself 
the parliamentarian is alarming. (The Thresher 
informed Onwenu that McIntire-Gavlick was not 
the parliamentarian after the Senate meeting 
on Monday.) Thus, not only is there no advising 
occurring on constitutional procedure, there 
is no opportunity for such advising given that 
the position is apparently vacant. Frankly, the 
Thresher would much, much prefer not to have a 
weekly constitutional violation beat in its paper. 
These violations are ultimately a waste of time, 
and prevent both the SA and the Thresher from 
addressing much more pressing and pertinent 
issues around campus. 

I didn’t think the hardest part of 
captaining the two-time national champion 
women’s ultimate team would be acquiring 
field space.

For Torque, which is a club sport, 
communication with the Recreation Center 
has been a long-term problem. Last year it was 
a drawn-out quagmire to even lock in field 
space for our two weekly practices totaling  
four hours. The Rec kept taking away our 
time in order to hold empty space in case an 
intramural game needed to be rescheduled. 
We tried to compromise. We suggested that 
if no IM game was scheduled, we could use 
the space with the understanding that we 
might have to move. The Rec did not respond 
to this suggestion. At one point, we only had 
two hours of official field space a week. Even 
then, we once showed up to our reserved time 
only to find a men’s IM soccer game being 
played on the field. Not only had the Rec 
unceremoniously taken away our remaining 
time, it  managed to contact the 20-odd IM 
soccer players, their various fans and the 
three referees without notifying us.

I don’t want to ignite a war between 
club and IM sports. I myself am a devoted 
participant in IM sports. I therefore know 
that the organization problems affect the 
IM program as well. Multiple times this 
year, I have shown up to a soccer game that 
never occurred since the fields were double-
booked.

Time and time again, women’s club 
ultimate has struggled to effectively 
communicate with the Rec. We have sent 

emails, made phone calls and even gone to the 
offices. We have been polite and respectful, 
but often our emails are not responded 
to and our phone calls are ignored. This 
semester, we initially were given unusable 
practice times (e.g. practicing after sunset on 
a field without lights or practicing with lights 
but at midnight). We did manage to make an 
arrangement with the men’s ultimate team in 
which we agreed to share Field 2/3.

We also have struggled with small-scale 
issues. For the past few weeks, when we have 
arrived on Field 2/3 at our reserved time, the 
lights have been off. My co-captain has called 
the Rec and requested lights, which entails a 
member of the Rec staff to drive or walk out 
to a box behind the Rec and flip a switch. 
For 15 minutes, the lights remained off. We 

warmed up in the dark. She called again and 
was told that they had no idea what she was 
talking about. Then they told her to go to 
Field 7 and ask someone there. Another time 
they questioned whether we were even Rice 
students and made my co-captain go into the 
Rec to show her ID. We wondered what would 
happen if we asked one of the male ultimate 
players to make the call. It was a joke, but 
we agreed that we didn’t want to find out the 
answer.

A huge communication problem exists 
among IM sports and club sports. A friend 
recently told me the Rec is trying to address 
the issue of low female involvement in IM 
sports. It is with true love and concern 
for female sports that I offer this advice 
to the Rec: If you want to heighten female 
involvement, start by responding to our 
calls. Start by turning on the lights so we can 
practice. We’ll do the rest.

Julie Doar is captain 
of Torque and a  Brown 
College senior

Rec must improve communication with club teams

 I offer this advice to 
the Rec: If you want 
to heighten female 
involvement, start 
by responding to our 
calls. Start by turning 
on the lights so we can 
practice.
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Rice should take serious 
weather more seriously

The Thresher is deeply concerned by the 
administration’s failure to cancel class in the 
middle of a tornado warning last week (see p. 
3). There needs to be a serious restructuring of 
the decision-making process by which classes 
are cancelled, because it is absolutely egregious 
that at a time when Rice’s Crisis Management 
Team urges students to take shelters in 
basements and hallways, others are walking 
to class or driving themselves to campus for 
fear of missing exams and lectures or lowered 
attendance grades. 

Students had to put themselves in serious 
danger to attend class. Does a serious accident 
have to occur before Rice decides to revise 
its policy? Perhaps there is a need for better 
communication between the advisory body that 
determines class cancellations and Rice Crisis 
Management, or perhaps the crisis management 
team itself should be given the authority 
to cancel classes under extreme weather 
conditions. Either way, a solution has to exist to 
improve the status quo, in which professors and 
administrators expect students to attend class 
regardless of their physical safety. We live in a 
city where we often find ourselves at the mercy 
of temperamental weather. While we do not 
expect class to be cancelled at the first sight of 
rain, it is thoroughly careless and problematic 
that classes continued in the middle of a 
tornado warning. The administration ought to 
think long and hard about how its actions, or 
lack thereof, reflect their priorities regarding 
student well-being in light of these recent 
weather emergencies. illustration by jennifer fu
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When I first came to Rice, I was thrilled 
with the number of language programs 
offered. I chose to study Russian, and my 
first-year classes were two of my favorites I 
have taken at Rice. Taught by Dr. Jonathan 
Ludwig, they were engaging, enjoyable and 
effective at improving my proficiency.

My classmates and I were dismayed to 
discover that second-year Russian would not 
be offered in the fall of 2016. Despite having 
enough interested students for both second- 
and third-year classes, neither was offered. 
Due in part to these program cuts, Dr. Ludwig 
left for Oklahoma State University. He was 
just one of 21 faculty members to leave the 
department in the past three years, with four 
more leaving at the end of this semester.

Despite receiving assurances from Dr. 
Rafael Salaberry, the director of the Center for 
Languages & Intercultural Communication, 
that second-year Russian would be offered 
in the fall of 2017, only first-year classes are 
being offered again. This is not just an issue 
for the Russian department. In fact, Arabic, 
Hindi and Italian also only offer first-year 
courses.

This lack of upper-level courses is 
problematic for a number of reasons. First, 
it can interfere with students’ ability to 
complete their major requirements. Students 
pursuing a degree in Asian studies must take 
five semesters worth of an Asian language, 

which includes Arabic, Chinese, Hindi, 
Japanese, Korean or Russian. For three out of 
these six languages, it is no longer possible 
to fulfill these requirements.

Additionally, the cuts to these language 
programs limit students’ study abroad 
opportunities. For example, I had hoped 
to participate in a language program in St. 
Petersburg, but can no longer do so because 
I cannot meet the prerequisite requirements. 
Finally, restricting students’ ability to 
develop language skills hurts future career 

prospects. Bilingualism makes job applicants 
more marketable and better prepared to 
engage in the international workplace, skills 
desperately needed in our rapidly globalizing 
world. 

If Rice wishes to remain at the top of 
the academic world, we must invest in our 
language programs. We must stop seeing 
language classes as merely existing for the 
sake of distribution credit and treat them 
with the respect they deserve. Offering only 
first-year classes props up the perception that 
language studies (especially if they are not 
“mainstream” languages) are unimportant 
and not worth funding. The lack of upper-
level language classes directly contradicts 
Rice’s commitment to excellence, and should 
be tolerated no longer.

ASK THE STAFF
How did you survive 

Beer Bike?
 

“By ignoring the CJ: It is a marathon 
and a sprint.”

– Yasna Haghdoost, Editor in Chief

“By wearing chacos to my 
caregiving shift — people miss 
the trashcan more often than you 
think.”

– Ellie Mix, A&E Designer

“Climb up a tree for tactical 
positioning during the water balloon 
fight.”

– Charlie Paul, Web Editor

“Was lured by strangers to eat food.”
– Andrew Grottkau, Sports Editor

“Was NOT successfully lured by 
strangers to eat beerios.”

– Anna Ta, Assistant News Editor

“Very, very soberly. I don’t know 
why people pretend Beer Bike is fun 
sober. Can confirm, four years in a 
row, it is always the worst.”

– Anita Alem, Managing Editor

“Keep Rishi Suresh nearby so he 
can yell STAY AWAKE OR YOU’LL 
NEVER WAKE UP every time you 
close your eyes.”

– Biz Rasich, Assistant News Editor

“Deliberately planned out nap time.”
–Charlene Pan, Asst. Photo Editor

“Stopped, dropped, and rolled.”
– Christina Tan, Art Director

“Keep your eyes on the nearest 
threat, sweep the legs, and never 
put yourself in a corner.”

– Riley Robertson, Backpage Editor

“Nice friends, a supportive 
community and invisible labor. Also 
donuts and a comfy futon.”

– Jasmine Lin, Copy Editor & Office of 
Admissions Liaison

“‘Fergalicious’ got me through the 
hardest part.”

– Lenna Mendoza, A&E Editor

“By turning my Beer Bike shirt into 
a short-sleeved button down.”

– Drew Keller, News Editor

“Find the guy in the bear onesie 
— he’ll protect you from getting 
trampled at Martel (sobriety 
permitting).”

– Sara Lopez, Marketing Manager

“Made the controversial decision to 
NOT shotgun a 4LOKO and carried 
a sexy fanny pack full of pedialyte 
packets.”

– Shannon Klein, Ads Manager

“Sleeping through the weekend.”
– Sirui Zhou, Photo Editor

“My family paid a rare visit and 
whisked me off campus the day 
before.”

– Mitch Mackowiak, Opinions Editor

“Clenching.”
– Joey McGlone, Backpage Editor

“Shitty ramen.”
– Jennifer Fu, Illustrator

Treat language programs with respect they deserve

Rebecca Godard is 
Sid Richardson College 
sophomore

Offering only first-
year classes props 
up the perception 
that language 
studies (especially 
not mainstream 
languages) are 
unimportant and not 
worth funding.

WILLY WEEK   HELL WEEK

cartoon by jennifer fu

ask 
merri
webster

&
I’m dating someone who is neither the 

same race nor religion. How should I tell 
my parents, who expect me 1) not to be 
dating right now but to be studying, and 
2) to be married in two years to someone 
who is the same race and religion of their 
choosing?

Merri: This is another one of those 
instances where you have to weigh what 
you know about your parents and your 
relationship with them because no one else 
is going to be able to have those answers 
for you. You have to be prepared for the 
possibility — probability, even — that it’s 
going to be a lot of work and might be one 
of the scariest things you do; but if you care 
about your partner and your relationship 
you’re going to have to do it eventually, and 
in the end it’ll be worth it.

The easier part will probably be telling 
your parents that you’re dating. Preferably do 
this in person, and pick a time when they’re 
in a good mood. Let them know why you’re 
responsible and mature enough to be dating, 
and reassure them that it’s not interfering 
with your studies. Talk about how awesome 
your partner is and the positive effects that 

the relationship is having on your life and 
happiness. Your parents know that this 
conversation would happen one day, so 
they’ll probably be less fussy about it than 
you might expect.

The harder part will probably be talking 
to your parents about race and religion. If 
you think it’ll be easier, you can bring this up 
in the same conversation and get it all over 
with in one go. But it might also be easier 
to let your parents digest the news before 
starting on the next point. Beware that you 
might not have a choice and your parents 
might bring up race and religion when you 
first tell them you’re dating anyway — so be 
prepared regardless. When the topic comes 
up, emphasize your partner’s positive traits 
and do not tolerate racist responses from 
your parents. It might be hard to stand up 
for your partner and your relationship to a 
possible racist response, but ultimately your 
partner deserves it from you. 

If possible, tell family members that you 
know will be sympathetic first — maybe 
siblings or other relatives you trust and you 
know will be more receptive. They can help 
support you and lend you strength, and 
maybe even help speed your parents along 

the path to acceptance. In the same vein, 
don’t be afraid to also have this conversation 
with your partner — in all likelihood they’re 
also anxious about giving the news to their 
parents and can be a good source of support 
and advice. Just make sure your stress about 
your parents doesn’t end up creating new 
tensions with your partner.

As always with breaking news your parents 
might not be receptive to, be patient — if they 
are as resistant as you expect them to be, then 
it’ll probably take some time and many more 
of the same conversations and answering the 
same questions multiple times. Also be aware 
that eventually even if they do accept the 
relationship, it doesn’t meant that the racism 
or whatever will just go away. The nature of 
relationships is that the hard work is never 
one and done — and this is no exception, but 
look forward to it getting easier after taking 
the difficult first step.

Webster: Two steps:
1. Get your boo to convert. You can do that 

online, right?
2. Also get your boo to convert race while 

they’re at it — if Rachel Dolezal can do it, then 
anyone can, for love!

How do I tell my parents about my 
interracial relationship?



THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editor’s picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston.

THE SPEAK UP 
PROJECT

The Speak Up Project is an annual 
monologue project in which actors 
perform anonymous stories of sexual 
assault from Rice community members. 
The third iteration of the project is 
Sunday at 8 p.m. Admission is free. 

*Lenna Mendoza, the director of this 
project, is also the Thresher’s A&E Editor.

McMurtry College Commons

IN CONSTRUCTION
This annual exhibition will 

feature work by three student 
artists; this year’s installations 
explore and consider homes, 
artificial intelligence and the 
state. The opening reception is 
Wednesday April 5 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The exhibition is on view through 
April 14. 

Rice Media Center
arts.rice.edu

SLOW ART DAY
On April 8, Slow Art Day seeks 

to spread enjoyment of art. This 
initiative asks you to spend 10 
minutes with five pieces of art. Your 
self-guided tour begins between 
1 and 1:30 p.m. and ends with a 
discussion with other patrons and 
staff. Free with general admission.

MFAH Houston
5601 Main St.
mfah.org

ART CAR PARADE
If you weren’t aware of Houston’s 

enduring art car community, this 
weekend’s 30th annual art car parade 
would be the perfect opportunity to 
change that. 250 art cars by artists 
from around the country will be 
featured in the Downtown parade on 
Saturday from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Smith Street
thehoustonartcarparade.com
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Lauren Heller
Thresher Staff

Downtown has had some major upgrades 
thanks in part to the Super Bowl. This means 
the area by George R. Brown Convention Center, 
Discovery Green and the Toyota Center now 
includes upscale restaurants in sparkling new 
buildings. One such restaurant, Xochi, serves 
fantastic Mexican food on the first floor of the 
Marriott Marquis.

Xochi runs pricier than average, and 
graduation is coming up as a special occasion that 
could justify the cost. A dinner at Xochi could be 
a great opportunity to leave the hedges and show 
your family a newly renovated part of downtown.

Xochi is in the same restaurant group as Hugo’s 
and Caracol, but focuses on Oaxacan flavors. The 
menu is split into the usual antojitos (appetizers), 

sopas y ensaladas (soups and salads), platos 
fuertes (entrees) and postres (desserts), but the 
two unique aspects are crudos (raw fish) and mole 
sauce that you won’t find at your average Tex-Mex 
joint. We decided to sample some unique dishes 
from the crudos, antojitos, mole and postres 
sections. Fortunately, our server sequenced the 
dishes to come in a light to heavy order, instead of 
whatever just happened to be ready first, as seems 
to be the norm with new trendy restaurants.

We started with the callo de hacha, raw 
scallops cured with lime and served with 
xoconostle (prickly pear cactus), avocado and 
chile de arbol verde. The plating was absolutely 
beautiful, the scallops were tender instead of 
chewy, and the flavors were light and refreshing. 
So far, off to a great start.

We then moved on to the molotes de 
xoxocotlan, or masa cakes stuffed with potato and 
chorizo that are served with chile de onza, queso 
fresco and a chapulin garnish. The sauce was rich 
and tasty, pairing very well with the masa cakes. 
When we ordered the dish we didn’t know what 
the chapulin was, but after some research I learned 
it was grasshopper. I’ve never tried grasshopper 
before, but given that I couldn’t tell when I was 
eating it, I would recommend this dish as a good 
opportunity to try it if you haven’t already.

Our next dish was one that you could find at 
many Mexican restaurants in Houston or even 
in the servery: chicken taquitos. While Xochi’s 
rendition wasn’t particularly unique, I appreciated 
the mole coloradito sauce that we could dip the 
taquitos into and the garnishes of queso fresco, 

parsley and radish.
Our last plate before dessert was the mole 

tasting, or bowls of four different mole sauces 
served with homemade tortillas. There are a lot of 
varieties of mole, so the four that we tried were by 
no means an exhaustive list. Making mole is a very 
labor-intensive process that involves a mixture of 
chile, chocolate and various spices so it can be 
hard to find it housemade on restaurant menus. 
The four moles we tried were very different. Two 
sauces had very strong flavors: One had a very 
bitter chocolate aftertaste and one had strong 
cinnamon notes. The other two moles were more 
mild and a bit tart, which we liked better. The 
homemade tortillas that we dipped into the sauces 
were delicious and obviously cooked to order. 
However, only four tortillas were served initially 
so we had to ask for more. Upon getting the check, 
we saw that this request cost $1, which was totally 
worth it, but would have been nice to know at the 
time of the request.

The finale was another beautifully plated dish, 
the cremoso de chocolate. It was a rich chocolate 
mousse with a light chocolate sponge cake on top, 
garnished with an artistic branch made of solid 
chocolate and flower petals. Under the mousse 
were small strawberry slices and a strawberry 
sauce that paired very nicely with the chocolate.

Overall, this meal was expensive and would 
never qualify for the usual Saturday night dinner, 
coming out to $39 per person after tax and tip, but 
it is perfect for a special occasion. Just note that the 
small plate strategy was more cost-effective than 
ordering an appetizer, two entrees and a dessert.

Maddie Flavin
Thresher Staff

  In the French-language horror film “Raw,” 
writer-director Julia Ducournau uses the 
taboo desires of cannibalism to comment on 
sexuality, becoming a woman and the balance 
of freedom versus control. And what better 
place to explore this concept than the first year 
of college, when freshmen are finally away 
from their parents and free to see what they 
can get away with? 

When we first see Justine, the youngest 
in a family of strict vegetarians, she’s being 
dropped off for her orientation week at 
veterinary college at her parents’ alma 
mater, where her older sister Alexia also 
studies. Orientation week becomes more like 
an anarchic Greek life rush on steroids, as 
Justine and the other “rookies” are subjected 
to maddening rituals from getting animal 
blood dumped on them to eating raw rabbit 
kidneys. The forced ingestion of the kidney 
initiates a transformation in Justine. As 
she develops carnal appetites for both sex 
and meat, Justine struggles to control her 
newfound lust, even as she pushes her limits 
to see how far she can take it.

Appearing in every scene, Garance 
Marillier as Justine is the lifeblood of the film. 
Thoroughly convincing in all of the stops 
on Justine’s journey — from soft-spoken to 
assertive and hot-blooded, Marillier keeps 
the changes coming in gradual yet clearly 
visible increments. Each step adds a piece 
to the puzzle, making a more complete 
picture. Watching Marillier as Justine pull 
off some instantly memorable expressions 
of heated passion (One face brings to mind 
a wild cat going in for the fatal bite), it 
is mind-blowing to think that the same 
character had such difficulty processing 
a club party earlier in the film. The film’s 
other main focus is Alexia, performed by 

Mexican food with regional focus at Xochi

‘Raw’ uses 
horror to 
explore 

adulthood

0see RAW, page 7

Jones College senior Meredith Glaubach paints the Rice Memorial Center entrance to advertise for the Queer Resource 
Center’s Pride Week. The activities include gender and sexuality themed lectures, a film screening and a queer art show.

 katie webber/thresher

QRC Pride Week

It’s a horror film that 
proudly shows its 
intelligence.

Raw 
Showing at: Sundance 
Cinemas Houston
Ticket Price: $13
Genre: Horror
Quick Take: Feminized 
body horror
Rating: 

 lauren heller/thresher
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Maba: Mixing Asian 
flavors in Midtown courtesy rotten tomatoes 

Garance Marillier masterfully tackles the role of Justine in French horror film ‘Raw.’ 

Lauren Heller 
Thresher Staff 

Maba Pan-Asian Diner is a recent addition 
to Midtown’s food scene, serving East Asian 
fusion in a cool and trendy setting. As a 
counter service restaurant, Maba offers a 
wide variety of dishes at affordable prices, 
without the hassle of splitting the bill with 
your group. However, the ambience and 
interior decor make it feel decidedly more 
upscale. 

My group of four decided to split an 
appetizer and order our own entrees. We 
began with the pho fries, which were 
described as fries mixed in ground pho 
spices and topped with onions, cilantro, 
Sriracha and hoisin sauce. The fries were 
well seasoned, but we felt that the taste was 
more reminiscent of barbecue than pho. 
That said, they were very tasty and only cost 
$5 for a large portion. 

I ordered the wontons, while my friends 
ordered the pan-seared fish, grilled chicken 
summer vermicelli and portobello salad (a 
vegan option). Looks were deceiving — the 
entrees were beautifully plated but ranged a 
standard $9-14 in price. 

The wontons were filled with both ground 
pork and Chinese sausage and topped with 
microgreens, red onions, cherry tomatoes 
and fried scallions. On the side were Thai 
chilies and underneath the wontons was 
Vietnamese fish sauce. The fried scallions 
were a key component of the dish, enhancing 
the flavor of the wonton filling without 
being overpowering. Unfortunately, the 
sauce didn’t have the tang I was expecting 
and was a bit oily, making it the weakest 
element. After trying one of the Thai chilies, 
I would not recommend it to those that don’t 
like spicy food — the seeds were definitely 
hot. Luckily though, the chilies are served 
on the side. 

The pan-seared fish was the biggest 
entree, a whole boneless tilapia with the 
head still on seasoned with lemongrass and 
served with a bowl of rice and garlic ong 
choi, also known as water spinach. There 

are other fish options on the menu that do 
not include the head, such as the steamed 
tilapia and the ginger miso salmon, but 
keeping the fish head typically results in 
more flavor. 

Maba Pan-Asian Diner 
is a great combination 
of cool aesthetics, 
interesting flavors and 
value for high-quality 
food. 

As Houston continues to heat up, the 
grilled chicken summer vermicelli and 
portobello salad are refreshing options. 
The white vermicelli noodles were mixed 
with herbs and served chilled, topped by 
warm skewers of grilled chicken thigh meat, 
making for a nicely balanced dish. The 
portobello salad was another hot-and-cold 
blend of pan-seared portobello mushroom, 
spring mix, herbs and onions dressed with 
a vegan-friendly Vietnamese vinaigrette. 
One criticism of the salad was that it was 
a bit salty, which was probably due to the 
vinaigrette. 

Another great feature of Maba Pan-Asian 
Diner is its location — the restaurant is easily 
accessible by both car and Metro. There’s a 
parking lot in Maba’s strip mall with spots 
specifically reserved for its customers, no 
easy feat for a restaurant in Midtown. If you 
don’t have a car, take the Metro to the end of 
Midtown. From there, Maba is only a five- to 
10-minute walk. 

Overall, Maba Pan-Asian Diner is a great 
combination of cool aesthetics, interesting 
flavors and value for high-quality food. I can 
guarantee there is something for everyone, 
regardless of their dietary restrictions, 
protein preferences or budgets. 

0RAW
            FROM PAGE 6 

Ella Rumpf, who couldn’t appear to be more 
different from Justine but, in actuality, might 
share an incredible similarity with her little 
sister. With Marillier, Rumpf exemplifies 
the classic love-hate relationship between 
sisters, and her character’s arc builds that 
relationship with the audience too. In one 
moment, Justine loves Alexia for helping her 
acclimate to college, and in another, Justine 
loathes Alexia for pressuring her to fit in. But 
Alexia, in spite of her thorny persona, isn’t 
a monster, and that important distinction is 
where Rumpf’s performance is the strongest. 

“Raw” isn’t a film that starts out violent and 
gory and further pushes itself down a rabbit 

hole of grotesque extremes. It’s much smarter, 
taking its time to get to the sparsely-used gross-
outs. It knows when such visuals will work 
most effectively. While the film received some 
press attention at the Toronto International 
Film Festival for landing several filmgoers in 
the hospital from passing out or vomiting, that 
representation takes away from the film’s real 
artistic vision. The film isn’t actively trying to 
gross people out. At its core, it’s a story about 
the unleashing of female desire, traditionally 
repressed by society, that occasionally uses 
elements of horror, some of them skin-crawling, 
to make its point. It’s a horror film that proudly 
shows its intelligence. 

After an especially hairy moment in the 
film, Justine’s father advises her to never have 
daughters. “It’s too much work,” he explains. 
But it guarantees “Raw” will become a story that 
you can’t scratch out of your memory. 
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WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW by areli navarro 

TRENDING: 
Embroidery 

courtesy pinterest 

In a phrase: More essentially functionless 
decor 
Where to find it: etsy.com 

We found the perfect complement to 
that withered succulent you bought for 
~aesthetic~ last semester, folks. Unlike 
your super unique plant, however, this 
requires no continual commitment 
and therefore carries no risk of feeling 
disappointed when you’ve somehow 
managed to kill off an organism made to 
survive your irresponsibility. Embroidery 
has recently expanded past its traditionally 
niche demographic of older women and is 
now a staple for any cute dorm room. You 
may be thinking you are above such trivial 
trends, but let’s be honest, that’s what 
everyone said about the string lights too, 
and you’ve had those up all year. 

HOME: 
Floor cushions 

courtesy pinterest 

In a phrase: Who knew being two inches 
away from sitting on the ground could 
make such a difference? 
Where to find it: amazon.com 

Despite (or precisely because of?) the 
fact that they’re vaguely reminiscent of the 
many pretentious white men we all know 
who is “really into Oriental philosophy,” 
floor pillows have officially become a 
Thing™. As of now, they’re more of a 
Caucasian 24-year-old who lives in LA kind 
of thing (Y’know, besides the cultures who 
have been using them for centuries), but 
we maintain these pillows are perfect for 
college students. Cheap, space-efficient, 
and cute, floor cushions allow you to 
comfortably accommodate several visitors 
at a time in your room, where most of you 
will end up on the ground after that last 
drink anyway. 

ART: 
The Best  Art Blog 

courtesy the-best-art.computer 

In a phrase: Computer prompted art blog 
Where to find it: via Tumblr or independently 
at the-best-art.computer 

We are very proud to announce that 
the impossible has been done: We have 
discovered a blog that caters to both comp 
sci and VADA majors. “The Best Art” is “an 
ongoing artistic collaboration” between 
the computer and the human, where the 
artist Nicole He executes the commands 
of a computer that uses an algorithm to 
“objectively calculate the best art for any 
given moment in time.” The results are 
bizarre, hilarious and surprisingly refreshing. 
With pieces such as a video in which stock 
photos of happy families flash by as the audio 
reminds you that “you are lonely,” this is a 
blog that’s worth checking into every once in 
awhile. Welcome to 2017, where you use your 
laptop to watch the artistic dialogue between 
technology and humankind. 

STUDY SPOTS: 
Hirsch Library 

courtesy mfah.com 

In a phrase: Not Fondren or Coffeehouse 
Where to find it: MFAH’s law building, first 
floor 

The sheer redundancy of Rice’s small 
campus getting you down? Tired of seeing 
the same 20 people “working” on their 
laptops at Coffeehouse? In short, do you 
need one last surge of energy and change 
of environment to get you through the last 
four weeks of classes? The Hirsch Library 
is open free of charge and sits adjacent 
to a small, peaceful outdoor seating area. 
Brave Houston’s public transportation 
and make the trip to a productive and 
refreshing change of scenery. With free 
scanning, extremely helpful workers at the 
desk and plenty of reading and viewing 
material for a quick study break, Hirsch 
Library is perfect for that final essay you’ve 
been putting off. 

NEW COURSES:

MATHEMATICS 
FALL 

2017 

MATH 238* – HONORS Ordinary Diferential 
Equations 
An ‘honors’ version of Math 211, this course 
emphasizes a rigorous introduction to the 
theory of ordinary differential equations. 
*Pending approval 

MATH 300 – Analysis of Fractals 
An introduction to sets whose dimensions are 
not whole numbers, but which nevertheless 
are ubiquitous in nature. 

MATH 376 – Algebraic Geometry 
An introduction, emphasizing algorithms, 
to the ancient topic of the geometry of 
polynomials: the power of geometric intuition 
meets the deep structures of algebra. 

MATH 238 and MATH 300 introduce students to the 
writing of clear and complete proofs: no prior experience 
with proof-writing will be assumed, as the courses aim to 
develop such a facility. 

All three of the courses’ topics have applications across 
the sciences and engineering and into the social sciences, 
particularly economics. 

Please see the Mathematics Department Website and 
courses.rice for more information, including pre-requisites. 

https://mfah.com
https://amazon.com
https://etsy.com
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Craig Broadman
Thresher Staff

With a win and two losses to Florida 
Atlantic University (18-8-1, 7-2 Conference 
USA) this weekend, Rice baseball fell to 9-21 
(2-7 C-USA). Rice is now 3-11 in its last 14 
games, with the majority of losses coming 
from a brutal seven-game losing streak in 
mid-March. 

The Friday night game in Boca Raton, 
Florida was a low-scoring affair, with Rice 
freshmen pitchers Matt Canterino and 
Addison Moss combining for three earned 
runs and four hits in eight innings. Junior 
Ryan Chandler and graduate student Darryn 
Sheppard each had two hits apiece, but the 
rest of the offense could not muster enough 
firepower and Rice fell 3-2 to last year’s 
regular season conference champions. 

In the second game of the series, the Rice 
bats woke up to 10 hits en route to a 5-4 win. 
Freshman Brad Gneiting and Chandler each 
had two hits along with sophomore catcher 

Dominic Dicaprio, who bumped his season 
average up to a stellar .356. Junior Tristan Gray 
connected on his first home run of the season 
to put the Owls up 4-3 in the sixth, but after 
Florida Atlantic tied it up, Chandler put Rice 
ahead for good with a single through the right 
side in the final inning. Sophomores Zach 
Esquivel and Kendall Jeffries combined for 
6.1 innings of four-run ball, and sophomore 
Glenn Otto shut out the Falcons over the final 
innings to record the win. 

In the rubber game, junior Dane Myers 
gave up six runs (three earned) and the offense 
mustered just five hits. Florida Atlantic put 
together an all-around dominant performance 
to defeat Rice 8-2 and prevent the visitors from 
moving out of the conference cellar. 

Despite only scoring two runs in games one 
and three, the offense, led by Dicaprio (.356), 
sophomore shortstop Ford Proctor (.333) and 
Myers (.327), remains the most positive aspect 
of the floundering team. The defense, on 
the other hand, still has plenty of room for 
improvement. The team gives up almost six 

runs (five earned) a game and owns an dismal 
0.959 fielding percentage.  

Looking ahead, Rice continues its road 
trip against the University of Houston (20-7) 
on Tuesday before returning to Reckling Park 
for a seven-game home stand. The Owls will 
have the opportunity to move out of last place 
when they host a series against Louisiana 
Tech University (18-10, 2-7 C-USA). 

Baseball loses third straight weekend 
series to open conference play

Andrew Grottkau
Sports Editor

Senior guard Maya Hawkins left the 
Tudor Fieldhouse floor for the final time to 
a standing ovation and a hug from her head 
coach Tina Langley. Her team was seconds 
from completing a Women’s Basketball 
Invitational championship victory on its 
home floor in her last game as a graduating 
senior. When the buzzer sounded, she 
ran onto the court to celebrate with her 
teammates, who hoisted her onto their 
shoulders amid the cheering student 
section. For Hawkins, the moment could 
not have been sweeter. 

“Honestly, the best part about ending 
my career with a championship for Rice 
was ending it at Rice on our home court 
in front of our fans that have cheered me 
on during my entire career,” Hawkins said. 
“The feeling is something I will always 
remember.”

Following the victory, she was named 
the most valuable player of the tournament. 
In all, she averaged 15.8 points and 6.5 
assists per game in the four postseason 
contests. Her best performance came in the 
semifinal against the University of Idaho 
when she scored 25 points to go along 
with nine rebounds and five assists. She 
attributed her performance to her mindset 
heading into each game. 

“I’ve played basketball since I was 
five years old, and I’ve competed in more 
tournaments than I can count,” Hawkins 
said. “I think preparation and experience 
coupled with our coaches’ reminders to 
stay focused on the moment and on the 
task at hand helped me to simply worry 
about playing as hard as I could for 40 
minutes.”

The championship victory was the 
pinnacle of an illustrious four-year career. 
Touted as the No. 25 recruit in Texas by 
Joey Simmons’ Premier Basketball Report, 
Hawkins played 19 games and started 14 
during her freshman season, scoring 7.0 
points in 26.4 minutes per game. She was 
named Rice’s freshman of the year thanks 
to her performance. According to Hawkins, 
however, she had a lot of work left to do. 

“Coming in as a freshman, I thought I 
understood what leadership was, but I 
only understood the surface,” Hawkins 
said. “Now as a senior, I think my time at 
Rice allowed me to grow drastically in my 
leadership abilities and I can attribute 
that growth to all of the coaches I’ve 
encountered at Rice.”

After a coaching change following her 
sophomore year, Hawkins emerged as a 
star. She scored 10.7 points and added 
4.3 assists and 2.9 rebounds per game her 
junior year. This season, she improved her 
assist and rebound totals to put up 10.3 
points, 5.1 assists and 4.4 rebounds per 

MVP 
Hawkins 

closes her 
Rice career 

on top

I hope I am 
remembered for being 
a passionate player 
who competed for 
Rice at the best of my 
ability.

Maya Hawkins
Senior Guard

The defense, on the 
other hand, still has 
plenty of room for 
improvement. The 
team gives up almost 
six runs a game.

0see HAWKINS, page 10

courtesy rice athletics
Junior infielder Tristan Gray swings for the fences during Rice’s 5-4 win over Florida Atlantic University last Saturday. Gray hit his first 
home run of the season in the win, but it was only the Owls’ second Conference USA victory of the season. Rice will look to rebound 
from a third straight series loss this weekend against Louisiana Tech University. 

UPCOMING BASEBALL SCHEDULE
05 06 07 08 10 1109

APRIL 5 - APRIL 11

LA TECH

HOME 
6:30 PM

LA TECH

HOME 
2:00 PM

LA TECH

HOME 
1:00 PM

UH

HOME 
6:30 PM
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It’s just not the same this year. As the 
calendar turns past Beer Bike, normally 
the focus of Rice fans turns from the end 
of basketball season to the heart of the 
baseball season. It would typically be time to 
look at the standings and see Rice baseball 
battling for the top spot in Conference USA. 
We should be monitoring its position in 
the top-25 rankings. Instead, we are left to 
wonder whether the Owls will even qualify 
for the C-USA tournament. Baseball season 
is different this year. It is not a good thing. 

In past years, Reckling Park housed the 
jewel of Rice athletics. The baseball team 
had always been a model of consistency. 
For the past 22 years, while the football, 
basketball and soccer teams had highs and 
lows, the baseball team made the NCAA 
tournament every year. It even brought home 
the school’s only national championship. 
Evidence of that championship are visible 
throughout the athletic department, from 
photos in offices to signed jerseys to 
pennants and even an oil painting within 
the stadium itself. 

If someone were to make an oil painting 
of a game from this season, the artist would 
have to get used to painting empty seats. 
Reckling Park is a ghost town. Few fans 
want to go out of their way to watch three 
hours of another Owls’ loss. Sitting under 
the spring sun watching a baseball game 
can be a serene, calming experience. This 
year, watching games at Reckling has been 
excruciating. 

At 9-21 on the season through Monday, 
Rice has lost just three fewer games than it 
did all last season. The script has been the 
same for many of them. The starting pitcher 
keeps the team in the game while the offense 
scrapes across a couple of early runs, then 
the bullpen gives up runs in bunches and 
the offense fails to keep up. 

It is cruel that the decline has been so 
steep. If I had been told before the year that 
the Owls would miss the NCAA tournament 
this season, it might have made sense. It 
was clear the team was going to have to rely 
on young pitchers with little experience at 
the college level. That is rarely a model for 
success. But while the pitching was expected 
to be inconsistent, it was not supposed to 
drive the team into a ditch. A few losses 
here and there due to breakdowns in the 
bullpen would have been understandable, 

and if those losses had come often enough, 
the team might have been around .500. But 
the bullpen has imploded so frequently and 
the offense has come up short so many times 
that the team has barely won a single game 
per week. 

Spring just isn’t the same without a strong 
baseball team. Watching the standings only 
brings dismay, not excitement. There is no 
chase for the conference championship 
and no top-25 ranking to follow. The one 
constant in Rice athletics is gone, replaced 
with an early offseason for the athletic 
department. The team still has a lot of talent 
— sophomore catcher Dominic DiCaprio, 
sophomore shortstop Ford Proctor and 
freshman pitchers Matt Canterino and 
Addison Moss all look like outstanding 
players — but it seems as though after this 
year, the mythology of Rice baseball will 
take another hit. There will be no more NCAA 
tournament streaks. No more conference 
title streaks. The national championship 
banner will still be there, but it gets more 
and more tattered every year, a reminder 
that 2003 is not so recent anymore. 

This year is certainly different. I don’t 
know if things will ever quite be the same.

The Final Kauntdown
After this season, Rice baseball may                   

never quite be the same
game while starting all 35 games. 

Next season, the Owls will have to move 
on without the help of Hawkins or fellow 
senior Jasmine Goodwine, who was also 
named to the All-WBI First Team. Coming 
off the championship victory, however, 
expectations will remain high. Hawkins said 
she believes the team can live up to those 
lofty hopes. 

“Rice women’s basketball has a bright 
future,” Hawkins said. “Behind coach 
Langley, I think this team is capable of 
winning our conference tournament. The 

success that Rice will have will be fun to 
watch and I know we are only scratching the 
surface of what this program can and will 
accomplish.”

While the championship victory will be 
remembered for years to come, Hawkins is 
hoping her legacy has nothing to do with 
winning or losing. As she graduates from 
Rice, Hawkins is hoping she has left a 
positive impact on the basketball program. 

“I hope I am remembered for being a 
passionate player who competed for Rice 
at the best of my ability regardless of who 
we were playing or what the score was,” 
Hawkins said. “I hope I helped create an 
atmosphere around Rice women’s basketball 
that is exciting and fun to watch.”

0HAWKINS
 from page 9

raymond tjhia/thresher

Senior guard Maya Hawkins dribbles at the top of the key during a recent game 
at Tudor Fieldhouse. Hawkins was named the MVP of the Women’s Basketball 
Invitational after scoring 17 points in the championship victory. 

The one constant in 
Rice athletics is gone, 
replaced with an 
early offseason for the 
athletic department.

Andrew Grottkau
is the Thresher Sports 
Editor and a 
McMurtry 
College 
sophomore

Women’s tennis shines during 
3-match road swing

Craig Broadman
Thresher Staff

No. 47 Rice women’s tennis went 
3-0 to finish off its road trip last week 
to move to 12-5 on the season. With the 
conference tournament just 15 days away, 
the Owls recorded dominant victories over 
the University of Texas, Arlington, the 
College of William and Mary and Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 

The Owls fell behind after dropping the 
doubles point against UT Arlington, but 
junior Wendy Zhang, sophomore Fernanda 
Astete, freshman Priya Niezgoda and senior 
Katherine Ip sealed the win with stellar 
performances. Zhang continued her strong 
season by winning 6-1, 6-1; Astete and 
Niezgoda both defeated their opponents 6-1 
and 6-2; and No. 101 Ip won 6-2, 6-4. No. 98 
junior Lindsey Hodge won her first set 7-6 
(10-8), but her game did not finish as Rice 
wrapped up the match 4-1. 

A Beer Bike matchup on Saturday 
featured an evenly ranked contest against 
No. 49 William and Mary, and Rice jumped 
out to the lead by taking the doubles point. 
Senior Allison Ho/Niezgoda lost 6-2 but No. 
70 pair Hodge/Zhang won 7-6 (7-4) and Ip/

junior Savannah Durkin won 6-2. In singles 
competition, Hodge won 6-3, 2-6, 1-0 (12-10); 
Ip won 6-0, 6-4; Zhang won 6-1, 6-3; Durkin 
won 6-1, 6-4 and Ho won 6-1, 6-4. Astete fell 
6-1, 6-2, but it did not matter because the 
Owls won the match 6-1. 

The Owls then traveled to Richmond 
to take on a shorthanded VCU Rams. VCU 
forfeited one of their doubles games, and 
Hodge/Zhang sealed the doubles point by 
winning 6-2. In singles play, Hodge and Ip 
were up a set, and Astete was down one, but 
Rice won a singles match by default, Zhang 
won 6-2, 6-1, and Ho won 6-4, 6-0 to record 
the final to points needed to sweep the Rams 
4-0.

Hodge and Zhang continue to be a 
strong doubles pair, winning their last four 
matches to improve to 13-6. In singles play, 
Hodge and Durkin put together 19-12 and 
17-7 records respectively, but Zhang and Ho 
lead the team with 22 wins apiece. 

The Owls will finish their season with a 
three game home stand starting this Friday 
against the University of South Florida, 
who are 9-8 overall this season. Then, they 
will face Marshall University (12-8) and 
Louisiana Tech University (11-10) to finish 
the season.

sean chu/thresher

Sophomore Fernanda Astete
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courtesy andy zhang

From left to right: Will Rice College junior 
Carey Wang and Martel College freshman 
Mitchell Gregory, are in close pursuit of Jones 
College sophomore Brad Sullivan in the 
men’s races of Beer Bike 2017. Jones College 
won the men’s race.

BEER
BIKE

JOIN 
THE 

TEAM.
Write for 
Thresher 

Sports.

Email
abg4@rice.edu
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The Backpage is edited by Joey McGlone and Riley Robertson. This week, Isaac Schultz was the increasingly heavy anchor to our vessel of comedy, of which Joey and Riley were the sails. Please email comments and questions to arrrgh@rice.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS
TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and Energetic teach-
ers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible 
schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@testmasters.
com.

RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High School Math, 
Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay is based 
upon a variety of factors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to siyengar777@gmail.com

FOR RENT Small house, 7 blocks south of Rice. 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, plus bonus room/study. Central air, 1 car garage with 
remote, but discounted due to foundation problems. $1900/
mo + utilities. (713)628-4923 dgeorgesmd@gmail.com

FAMILY SEEKING patient, gentle, smiling caregiver for 3 chil-
dren ages 13-15. Need vehicle for transport to activities and 
school. Experience with ADHD and learning differences a 
plus. All children sweet and interesting. Excellent opportu-
nity for child development/nursing student. Contact ameri-
aussi@hotmail.com

The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any 
reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad. Printing an advertisement does not constitute 
an endorsement by the Thresher.

First copy free, second copy $5.
Cash, check or credit card payment must accompany your classi-

fied advertisement, which must be received by 12 p.m. on the Friday 
prior to publication.

WANTED

- Still waiting for that pic of me puking off of Willy’s 

statue to surface … (sorry mom)

- How long does color powder discolor teeth and 

skin for? And is there a limit to how much you can 

consume?
- I still haven’t 
- I still haven’t regained full mobility in my 

shoulder from that tackle during the balloon fight

- How many times do I need to say sorry to my RA 

because apparently “it’s Beer Bike” isn’t a valid 

pick-up line?

- Since when does laughing at a biker’s fall warrant 

an SJP sanction?

- Can we get a status report on BikeDesk™ 
pls??
- Do I use the Rec “often” or “somewhat 
often?” I know the truthful answer, and I 
know the answer that I keep telling myself.
-- Where on here can I request extra mayo at 

the serv?
- Do part-time students get out of this one, 
too?
- Can we really just skip through all of it? 
Like, all of it?!?!?!

- I want to do a pro-pic update, but all my 
friends just look really gross, and isn’t the 
point of a party to hook up? I guess my 
track record would prove otherwise...- How much can I get for my old Moto

- How much can I get for my old Motorola 
Razr? 
- Can I ever be redeemed for that time in 
7th grade when I blamed a fart on Stacey 
Tracey in health class? 

- How many LPAPs can I get credit for in one 

semester?
- Can someone update slackerplanner? 

Looks like the mainframe has been 

compromised.

- - Community Gardening is at the same time 

as one of my major requirements... time to 

seriously weigh the options

- Should I take a dancing class finally? 

Maybe that’d help me with my sweaty 

palms problem

- Maybe I should be a WWOOF-er
- How can I p
- How can I prove my self-sufficiency skills? 

Isn’t the whole point that no one else would 

know about it? Wouldn’t I be doing pretty 

badly if someone else knew about it? Is this 

really all worth landing that Assistant-to-the-

Burger-Flipper-on-Wednesday-Afternoons 

internship at the local Five-and-Dine?

- Do pa- Do parents count as references? 
- Are vlogs still a thing? Are people still 

vlogging? - I wonder what Stacey Tracey’s up to these 

days...

Willy Week is over, and it’s time to snap back to reality. Although you were floating in a cloud of free pizza and beer, your commitment and 
deadlines never stopped piling up, and now you’ve got to face ’em all. We tried to organize our problems here. Who knows, maybe this’ll 
be of help to some of you. Without further ado, here are our concerns looking backwards, forwards and sideways.




