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CHAMPIONS!
Women’s basketball 
captures WBI title

Colleges offer 
subsidies for 

social life costs
Sarah Smati
Thresher Staff

Every residential college has 
finalized programs to lower social costs 
for low-income students in time for 
Beer Bike, using $500 that the office of 
the Dean of Undergraduates allocated 
to each college this semester for the 
purpose of aiding low-income students.

College presidents focused on 
finding ways to subsidize event and 
merchandise costs as part of a larger 
push to cover nontuition expenses that 
act as barriers preventing low income 
students from fully participating in the 
Rice experience.

 Student leadership began working 
on this issue over a year ago, when a 
report from the Student Association 
showed that nearly 60 percent of 
students with a household income of 
less than $50,000 could not participate 
in Rice events like Beer Bike or service 
opportunities such as Alternative 
Spring Break due to the costs involved.  

“It is expensive to attend Rice, but 
we are often less aware of the finances 
required to participate within the 
college system,” Chris Sabbagh, former 
Jones College president, said. “Beer 
Bike shirts, paid events, late-night food, 
all of these things add up quickly. Some 
we can’t control, but some we can.”

Former Lovett College President 
Rahul Kothari said the college 
presidents gathered together at the 
beginning of the fall 2016 semester to 
improve low income accessibility. 

“We had conversations amongst 
ourselves and with low-income 
students, as well as with the SA 
senators, [Hutchinson], the college 
masters, and our colleges to work 
through several iterations of the plan 
to make sure that we were providing 
the most appropriate support that low-
income students need,” Kothari said.

Each college is creating a permanent 
discretionary fund, administered by 
the college masters and in some cases 
other members of the adult team, to 
help low-income students with college 
costs. Various college-level policies 
have also been introduced aiming to 
reduce merchandise and event costs.

At Sid Richardson College, the mon-
ey will be used to subsidize Beer Bike 
T-shirts for students who self-identify 
to the college master as needing finan-
cial assistance. According to former 
President Bissy Michael, next year, 
the effectiveness of this program will 
also be assessed via a survey of the Sid 
students. Other proposals at Sid pend-
ing approval include allocating money 
towards the costs of college sports, spe-
cifically powderpuff and the bike team. 

According to former Martel College 
President Ly Nguyen, the Martel 
leadership created a general subsidy 
fund and provided partial and full 
subsidies for Beer Bike T-shirts for all 
Martel students. Will Rice College has 

Sarah Smati
Thresher Staff

The School of Social Sciences is 
introducing a new major to replace 
the policy studies major in fall 2017 
in response to student feedback. 
If approved by the Faculty Senate 
at its April 19 meeting, the social 
policy analysis major will be 
the first of its kind in the United 
States, according to Dean of Social 
Sciences Antonio Merlo.

The central focus of the social 
policy analysis major is policy 
design, analysis and communication. 
In addition to two required math 
prerequisites, the core curriculum 

will include five foundation courses 
focusing on the complexities of social 
problems and social policy, including 
health, education, poverty and 
criminal justice. 

According to Merlo, social policy 
analysis is distinct from policy studies 
because of its interdisciplinary 
orientation, its structured curriculum 
and its emphasis on integrating 
theoretical instruction with hands-on 
experiences. 

“Social policy analysis will replace 
the relatively unstructured policy 
studies major as a clearly structured, 
stand-alone major,” Merlo said. “The 
emphasis in policy studies on policy 
areas will shift to an analysis of social 

policy interventions.”
According to Merlo, while the  

policy studies major focuses on the 
process of creating and implementing 
policy, social policy analysis addresses 
specific problems and their policy 
solutions. The new major will 
incorporate policy studies’ emphasis 
on public policy and also include 
social policy, which focuses on human 
well-being. 

“Graduates will be able to answer 
pressing questions,” Merlo said. 
“Which early interventions lead to 
greater educational attainment for 
low-income children? Which juvenile 
rehabilitation programs are more likely 
to reduce the recurrence of criminal 

behavior? Without evidence-based 
research and rigorous evaluations 
to test ideas, there is no way to know 
which solutions work and for whom.”

Sarah Asson, a Jones College 
sophomore, said she plans to change 
from a double major in policy studies 
and statistics to the new social policy 
analysis major if it is approved.

“I am interested in policy research, 
and this new major allows for more 
integration of statistics and other 
applicable skills than the current 
policy studies major,” Asson said. 
“I am hopeful this reorganization 
will lead to more consistent course 
offerings, because right now there are 

Social policy major proposed to replace policy studies

Madison Buzzard
Thresher Staff

Senior point guard Maya 
Hawkins and senior forward 
Jasmine Goodwine delivered clutch 
performances in their last game and 
the Rice Owls women’s basketball 
team captured its first Women’s 
Basketball Invitational title with 
a 74-62 win over the University of 
North Carolina, Greensboro at an 
electric Tudor Fieldhouse. 

Hawkins led all Owls in scoring 
with 17 points, adding seven 
rebounds and seven assists to her 
well-rounded effort. Goodwine 
notched 13 points and five 
rebounds, shooting an efficient 5-8 
from the field (63 percent). Rice also 
received strong efforts from junior 
forward Shani Rainey (13 points), 
sophomore forward Lexie Ducat 
(12 points) and junior guard Wendy 
Knight (10 points). 

0see MAJOR, page 4 0see INCOME, page 2

This is a step in 
the right direction, 
but not perfect.

 
Ankush Agrawal

Former WRC President

0see WBI, page 18

raymond tjhia/thresher

Freshman center Gabby Ozoude fights for the ball during Rice’s WBI semifinal win over the University of Idaho as senior guard Maya Hawkins looks on. 
Ozoude, Hawkins and their teammates took down Idaho 86-80 to advance to the WBI final, where they defeated UNC Greensboro 74-62 to win the title.

WILLY WEEK SPECIAL p. 8-13



2 NEWS the Rice Thresher Wednesday, March29, 2017 

0INCOME LOW-INCOME PROPOSAL BREAKDOWN BY COLLEGE            FROM PAGE 1 

similarly capped the price of Beer Bike shirts to $5 
shirts for all students as well as initiating a fund 
from their budget for students requesting fi nancial 
assistance to pay for events and merchandise, 
according to former President Ankush Agrawal. 

“The fund is a solution in the right direction, 
but defi nitely not perfect,” Agrawal said. “There 
are going to be some students who do not feel 
comfortable using this fund or approaching the 
college masters for assistance. Trying to identify 
all the diff erent students who need assistance 
from those that don’t is a very complex problem.” 

Hutchinson said colleges are considering 
using the funds to cover expenses outside of 
residential colleges. 

“The student leaders have also participated 
in higher-level discussions about issues outside 
of colleges, issues that have to do with program 
participation fees, unaccounted for expenses 
for academic programming, co-curricular 
programming,” Hutchinson said. “They are trying 
to fi gure out how to better support lower-income 
students so they can take direct action at their 
college levels with their own budgets.” 

Nguyen, a senior, said the new college presi-
dents will carry on the work of their predecessors. 

“Since this year will be a pilot test of each col-
lege’s implementation of their fi nancial accessi-
bility projects, the newly elected leaders at each 
college will re-evaluate their college budgets to 
account for these funds and monitor the progress 
and eff ectiveness of the projects,” Nguyen said. 

Former Jones College President Chris Sabbagh 
also said the burden will now fall on the new 
college presidents. 

“It’s up to the future presidents to evaluate the 
actions the previous presidents chose and amend 
programs wherever and whenever they fail,” 
Sabbagh, a senior, said. “I hope future presidents 
simply continue this conversation.” 

Hutchinson said the college presidents 
deserve credit for their eff orts. 

“They never gave up on the idea that they 
could fi nd a way to improve the inclusiveness 
of their colleges,” he said. “This is by far one of 
the most exciting initiatives I have ever seen the 
student leadership undertake over the years.” 

Will Rice 

Wiess 

McMurtry 

Sid Rich 

Lovett 

Jones 

Hanszen 

Martel 

Brown 

Duncan 

THIS YEAR: $5 Beer Bike shirts. 
NEXT YEAR: College masters will administer $1,500-$1,800 fund for lower-income students. 

THIS YEAR: Free Beer Bike shirts for students who need assistance; provide online form for 
students to contact A-team for reimbursements. 
NEXT YEAR: Subsidize merch and events for all Wiessmen, additional assistance available. 

THIS YEAR: Free Beer Bike shirts for all. 
NEXT YEAR: Make all events and merch free or at most $5, cutting other costs if necessary, 
and provide additional master’s discretionary funding. 

THIS YEAR: Subsidize Beer Bike shirts for those who reach out to masters. 
NEXT YEAR: Set aside endowment funds for same purchase; reduce college sports costs. 

THIS YEAR: Create accessibility fund to subsidize campuswide and college events and 
Lovett merch. 
NEXT YEAR: Budget $1,500 of college money for accessibility fund. 

THIS YEAR: Enforce events that are free or less than $5, and provide masters-administered 
funding for students who ask. 
NEXT YEAR: Fund policy with college budget. 

THIS YEAR: Reduce eventsmerch costs to $5 or less, create accessibility fund administered 
by masters and college coordinator. 
NEXT YEAR: Fund policy with endowment and general fund. 

THIS YEAR: $5 Beer Bike shirts, free for those who need assistance; create masters’ 
discretionary fund. Currently, can get free shirt from helping with Beer Bike build or race. 
NEXT YEAR: Continue discretionary fund; fully subsidize Beer Bike shirts and a merch item. 

THIS YEAR: Cap event and merch costs at $5 or less, with Cabinet able to approve exceptions; 
create masters’ discretionary fund. 
NEXT YEAR: Fund policy with college budget. 

THIS YEAR: Create accessibility fund available to anyone who reaches out to masters, with 
a cap at $25. 
NEXT YEAR: Budget fund using endowment money. 

Information taken from college accessibility proposal documents. Final proposals implemented by colleges may diff er. 
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By Emily Abdow SA INTERNAL VICE PRESIDENT CANDIDATES 
Rice undergraduates will vote on SA internal vice president candidates this week. Voting closes on Monday, April 3 at 8 p.m. The ballot 
also includes uncontested elections for SA treasurer, KTRU station manager, and Rice Student Volunteer Program president. 

ROHAN PALANKI SARA MEADOW MAURICE FREDIERE 

Go to ricethresher.org for a full-length article on the candidate’s platforms. 

THE QUEER

AGENDA
Events 

Queer Art Movie – “But I’m a Cheerleader”02 Rice Media Center 
APR 

Medical Humanities Lunch Talk 03 12pm
APR McMurtry PDR 

The Politics of Anti-Gay Discrimination in the 
McCarthy Era and Beyond 
6pm
Moody Center 

Queery Lunch Talk Buffy Lunch Talk 04 0512pm 12pmAPR APRMcMurtry PDR McMurtry PDR 

Gayming at Sammy’s Ally Training 
7pm7pm - 10pm

Sammy’s 

Disability Lunch Talk Politics in Texas Lunch Talk 06 0712pm 12pmAPR APRMcMurtry PDR McMurtry PDR 
Erotica Reading Office Space Opening Party! 
7pm 7pm
Queer Resource Center Queer Resource Center 

Asexual Event 
7pm 

Paid for by the Rice Queer Resource Center 
If you want to be featured in the Queer Agenda, 

please submit your information to brooke.e.english@rice.edu. 
For more information about the Queer Resource Center, please visit queer.rice.edu 

or visit us on Twitter @RiceQueerOwls 

   

 

    

   

     
       

    
 

       
 

 
 

       
      
    

 
     

       

    
     
   

    

       
        

 
      

 
     

      
    

     
     
     

    
   

     
   

      
  

    
     

   
  

      
    

    
     

   
 

            
 

           

            

GENDGENDGENDGENDGENDAA
The Department of Spanish & Portuguese. and LatinAmerican Studies provides two comprehensive 
programs of study focused on the development of critical thinking through faculty-guided academic

research, experiential learning opportunities (internships and study abroad), creative writing and transla-
tion, and the opportunity to choose from a variety of innovative academic courses. 

Fall 2017 Course Listing 

LASR 158 / SPPO 158 INTRO to LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES 
*DISTRIBUTION COURSE: GROUP I 

Manuel Gutiérrez, TR 1:00 PM – 2:15 PM 

SPPO 330 HISPANIC WRITING SEMINAR 
Beatriz González-Stephan, TR 2:30 PM – 3:45 PM 

SPPO 331 BRASIL ATUAL 
Leonora Souza Paula, TR 9:25 AM – 10:40 AM 

SPPO 340 INTRO to SPANISH LIGUISTICS 
*DISTRIBUTION COURSE: GROUP I 

M. Rafael Salaberry, MWF 11:00 AM – 11:50 AM 

SPPO 350 BRAZILIAN LITERATURE & CULTURE 
*DISTRIBUTION COURSE: GROUP I 

Leonora Souza Paula, TR 10:50 AM – 12:05 PM 

SPPO 368 LATIN AMERICAN SHORT FICTION 
Beatriz González-Stephan, TR 10:50 AM – 12:05 PM 

SPPO 380 CURRENT ISSUES IN SPAIN 
*DISTRIBUTION COURSE: GROUP I 

Esther Fernández, MWF 9:00 AM – 9:50 AM 

SPPO 422 LATIN AMERICAN CINEMA 
*DISTRIBUTION COURSE: GROUP I 

Luis Duno-Gottberg, W 3:00 PM – 5:30 PM 

SPPO 456 STUDIES IN CHICANA/O LITERATURE
*DISTRIBUTION COURSE: GROUP I 

José Aranda, MWF 1:00 PM – 1:50 PM 

SPPO 466 THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR 
Esther Fernández, M 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

SPPO 477 SPECIAL TOPICS: CONTEMPORARY MEXICO 
Manuel Gutiérrez, T 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Year: Sophomore 
Major: Economics, policy studies, political 
science 
College: Duncan 
Past SA experience: SA treasurer, NSR 
Endorsed by: Current IVP Komal Luthra 

 Have projects ready for each committee 
as soon as they begin work to improve 
committee effectiveness and NSR retention. 

 Implement training and bonding activities 
for NSRs to improve retention in the SA. 
“I think we’re going to see better results 
from the NSR program and the student body 
will benefit from having these members 
working better.” 

 Use experience on executive team to work 
closely with new executive team members 
hosting and running SA programs. 
“In terms of keeping the SA running 
smoothly and passing off that institutional 
knowledge, I provide a really unique way to 
do so.” 

Year: Sophomore 
Major: Bioengineering 
College: Jones 
Past experience: SA senator, NSR 

 Replace NSR program with SA 
representative program; expand to 
four positions split evenly between 
new students and upperclassmen. 
Survey students to see which topics SA 
committees should address. 

 Advocate for social action. Decide 
how to approach political issues and 
represent student body views. 
“Some colleges did a cursory survey 
[on the BRIDGE Act], some did a 
comprehensive survey. There should be 
a level of standardization.” 

 Meet with administrators to advocate 
for appropriate allocations of academic 
resources to each department. 
“I’ll fight for parity in advising and 
academic resources.” 

Year: Sophomore 
Major: Political science, policy studies 
College: Sid Richardson 
Past experience: SA senator, NSR 
Endorsed by: Former IVP Peter Yun 

 Use experience with the committee 
system to provide guidance to New 
Student Representatives and committee 
chairs. 

 Clearly communicate with committees 
and expand their size. 
“I would have an open door of support. 
I’d be willing to sit down and take the 
time one on one with people if they ever 
want to. Open door, open ear, open 
Facebook messenger, I will be there.” 

 Re-introduce SA “Member of the Month” 
and keep the SA website updated with 
committee projects to increase visibility. 
“People get discouraged when they do 
something really fantastic for the Rice 
community and nobody knows about it.” 

Among the various academic competencies developed by students majoring in Spanish & Portuguese, 
we highlight the following: 

1) a broadly-contextualized perspective about the cultures, literatures , and languages of the Spanish and
Portuguese speaking worlds;

2) the ability to communicate, engage and learn through interactions with Spanish and Portuguese
speaking communities;

3) the necessary academic knowledge to pursue an advanced degree or employment opportunities in
areas as varied as medical professions, literature, linguistics, politics, and business. 

https://ricethresher.org
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0Major
            FROM PAGE 1 
courses for the policy studies major that haven’t 
been offered in years.” 

According to Merlo, the new major developed 
primarily due to negative student input 
regarding the policy studies major’s lack of rigor 
and ability to allow for specialization. Since his 
appointment as Dean of the School of Social 
Sciences in 2016, Merlo said he worked to create 
a new academic program with elements of policy 
studies and emphasizes rigor and diversity. 

“The school is well positioned to create a 
social policy analysis major,” Merlo said. “We 
have the academic underpinnings of such a 
program with faculty expertise in research 
design, qualitative and quantitative analysis, 
and critical appraisal.” 

Merlo said that the curriculum will allow 
students to apply their knowledge into a hands-
on application of social policies in Houston. 

“With Houston as our backyard, we have 
one of the most relevant urban policy labs in the 
nation,” Merlo said. “Solutions we generate here 
will not only play a critical role in improving the 
life chances and well-being of Houston residents 
but will also provide key insights to other urban 
environments throughout the country.” 

The Social Sciences Undergraduate Advisory 
Board approved of the major on Feb. 7 and set up 
11 meetings in each residential college for Merlo 
to present information on the new curriculum 
changes. The advisory board also wrote a letter 
of endorsement for the major. 

“This major will fulfill a much needed service 
in interdisciplinary thinking as well as benefit 
each individual department within the School of 
Social Sciences as a whole,” the letter said. 

Merlo said Rice has an opportunity to become 
a national leader in social policy analysis. 

“Ultimately, the primary goal of the new 
major is to train Rice students to be the first 
wave of undergraduates with the specialized 
knowledge, skill and experience to be leaders 
in the field of social policy analysis,” Merlo 
said. “By taking a leadership role in this new 
and increasingly important field, the School 
of Social Sciences, and Rice University more 
generally, will enhance its national reputation 
and visibility.” 

New police chief looks to community 
Elizabeth Rasich 

Assistant News Editor 

University of St. Thomas Police Chief 
James Tate will become Rice University Police 
Department Chief on May 1. Interim Chief 
Captain Clemente Rodriguez will remain at 
the head of RUPD until Tate takes over in May. 
Johnny Whitehead previously held the position 
of RUPD Chief before retiring on Jan. 31. 

Tate said he has been friends with 
Whitehead for years and the latter encouraged 
him to apply for the RUPD chief opening. 

“The more I looked, the more I liked,” Tate 
said. “I’m thankful and blessed that they saw fit 
to give me this opportunity.” 

Tate served in the National Guard for 21 years 
and began his career in law enforcement with 
the Jonesboro Arkansas Police Department. He 
started university police work at the University of 
Arkansas-Fayetteville before becoming a captain 
and then assistant chief at Lamar University. 

Tate said he was brought to UST to develop 
a security team into a full-fledged police 
department with law enforcement authority. At 
the University of St. Thomas Police Department, 
Tate held “Coffee with the Chief” meetings, 
where students, faculty and staff could request 
individual sessions to voice concerns. Tate said 
he hopes to begin Coffee with the Chief at Rice 
as soon as possible. 

“It seemed to me one of the most informal 
ways to reach out to the community, to say 
‘Hey, if we’re doing something to serve the 
community, can we do it better?’” Tate said. 

Tate also said he is a strong advocate 
of community policing and plans to build 
relationships with key stakeholders on campus, 
which he identified as the administrative vice 
presidents, deans of undergraduates and 
graduate studies and leaders of student groups. 

“I want [RUPD officers] to get to know 
the community that we work with and the 
community that we serve,” Tate said. “Often 
that means getting out of the car and talking to 
and engaging with students, staff and faculty 
on a regular basis.” 

Tate said he is considering further engaging 
students by forming a group of students to 
provide frequent feedback. 

“I’m toying with the idea of having a group 
of students that I speak to on a very regular 
basis,” Tate said. “If I can hear what they 
believe the problems are, then I’m more likely 
to get them solved.” 

to get to know the 
I want [RUPD officers] 

community. That 
means getting out of 
the car and engaging 
with students, staff 
and faculty. 

James Tate 
New RUPD Chief of Police 

Before making changes to RUPD’s 
operations, Tate said he wanted to understand 
the current state of the department. 

“I first want to get a sense of what’s here, 
what’s available, where the challenges are,” 
Tate said. “I do have some things in the back of 
my mind, but [I’m] not ready to announce those 
yet until I understand the layout of the land and 
what we’re dealing with here.” 

Tate said he is also interested in learning 
more about Rice’s emergency notification 
system and evaluating its effectiveness. 

“I have experience with [the emergency 
notification system] in other locations so I want 
to compare them to see if we can make some 
improvements,” Tate said. 

The UST police department is smaller than 
RUPD and consists of only nine sworn officers 
compared to RUPD’s 21. Tate said he is not 

concerned about the difference in size between 
his current and new department, adding that 
he would draw on his experience at Lamar 
University, which he said has a population of 
15,000 students. 

“Whether it’s a small department or a large 
department, whether it’s a public university 
or a private university, the things we [police 
chiefs] deal with are all very similar,” Tate said. 

Tate said his careers in both the military and 
law enforcement allow him to draw on a wider 
range of experiences in performing his duties as 
police chief 

“As a police chief, having experienced 
working in military, working for public 
institutions, private institutions, [gives] me 
a broader perspective than I think a lot of my 
peers,” Tate said. “As a result when an issue is 
brought to me I have more to choose from in 
terms of how I go about solving that problem.” 

Rodriguez said he looks forward to Tate 
joining RUPD. 

“He has a wealth of experience and 
knowledge, which I think will make him a good 

of our department and believe we will continue 
to do a great job serving the Rice community 
and in support of Chief Tate.” 

extremely proudam“I .disaTateRUPD,”fi t for 

James Tate 
courtesy ust 

Your mind matters. 

Rice University’s 
Master of 
Liberal Studies 
Designed for those who love to learn new ideas and 
discuss them with others, Rice University's Master of 
Liberal Studies part-time program allows students to 
explore timeless and timely human questions within the 
humanities, social sciences and sciences. 

UPCOMING INFORM ATION  SESSIONS  

FALL ADMISSION DEADLINE 

WINTER ADMISSION DEADLINE  

April 5 & April 13 
May 26 
October 27 

Learn more at mls.rice.edu 

https://mls.rice.edu
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CCD triples number of workshops, 
attendance drops for targeted events 

Lizzie Bjork that are not very well known come to campus. 
Thresher Staff “It’s a chicken or the egg thing,” Campbell 

said. “We want companies to come, but they 
In the past two years, the Center for Career won’t come unless students show up.” 

Development has more than tripled the number According to Campbell, low attendance can 
of workshops it offers, which sometimes results in sometimes pose an issue for the CCD, especially 
sparsely attended workshops. This spring, there when companies or alumni visit. In a recent event 
will be a total of 96 workshops, not including series, the CCD brought in alumni to lead info 
company informational sessions, according to sessions on seven career clusters, and attendance 
Jessica Campbell, associate director of employee varied throughout the week. 
relations of the CCD. “There were some nights with fewer than 10 

Assistant Director Kimberly Yackel said while students, and that was a significant frustration 
the greater frequency of events has doubled for us because we know alums are coming on 
student reach from spring 2015 to spring 2017, the campus and volunteering their time,” Campbell 
attendance at each workshop has decreased. said. “That always magnifies the feeling of 

The CCD has also increased its program wishing more students would come.” 
specificity, offering workshops for each The CCD advertises through a weekly 
matriculation year, career cluster and newsletter, fliers and campus signs. All events are 
demographic groups. According to the CCD, also listed on Handshake, a networking and jobs 
these targeted events are valuable even though portal. The Peer Career Advisor role was created 
they apply to a smaller group of people. at each residential college in part to broadcast 

Yackel said the CCD had a 49 percent increase events and increase student attendance. 
in workshop attendance from fall 2015 to fall According to Yackel, during the fall semester, 
2016 and an even greater increase in overall the PCAs met with 108 students individually 
engagement. and reached 243 students through events and 

“Our overall engagement with students, activities in their residential colleges. 
which includes both counseling appointments, “We aim to have a group of students with 
workshops and other nonemployer events, saw diverse backgrounds and career goals as PCAs, 
a 141 percent increase between fall 2015 and fall so we understand each programming topic might 
2016,” Yackel said. not be personally relevant to each PCA every 

Yackel said attendance tends to be lowest at week,” Campbell said. 
workshops, particularly if they are new events, PCA Colin Feng, a Duncan College senior, said 
targeted to specific groups or are offered at times no amount of advertising will entice students to 
during the year when fewer students need them. attend unless they need the help being offered. 
For example, the Sophomore StrengthsFinder “A lot of reaching the students has to do with 
Workshop had two attendees, the Junior Juggle: the students themselves,” Feng said. “[The CCD] 
Internships and Time Management workshop does advertise quite a bit, but students wouldn’t 
had three attendees and a panel about graduate just go for fun.” 
school featured three alumni panelists and six Campbell said she recommended students set 
student attendees. up a meeting with a counselor at the CCD to figure 

For companies and fields that are well-known out which events would be most helpful to them. 
and do a lot of recruiting on campus, such as “We want to make sure you are going to 
consulting and oil and gas, low attendance is [events] that are helpful to you and not just tuning 
generally not an issue, according to Campbell. out because it gets stressful,” Campbell said. 
Attendance is a greater concern when alumni This article has been condensed for print. Read 
visit to discuss career paths or when companies the full version online at ricethresher.org. 

Lovett installs cameras on perimeter 
Jaecey Parham and the locations coming from South Lot,” Fries 

Thresher Staff said.“They also will capture the bike racks.” 
According to former Lovett President Rahul 

Lovett College will be the first residential Kothari, RUPD and the IT department will release 
college to have security cameras installed on still images of camera angles after installation so 
the premises by the end of the spring semester, students are aware of exact coverage areas. 
according to Lovett President Tessa Fries. The “Some students have concerns about being 
addition is part of the campus wide plan to install caught doing something against the law or 
security cameras at all of the residential colleges. university policies in the background of an 

Lovett’s student leadership requested the incident video, but the simple solution is to not 
installation to be expedited. As previously do anything illegal in front of a camera,” Kothari, 
reported by the Thresher, the college’s location a senior, said. 
on the outskirts of Rice and adjacent to Main This month, RUPD reported arrests of people 
Street has left it susceptible to non-Rice affiliated unaffiliated with Rice who had been caught 
persons entering the college. According to Rice shooting students with BB guns. Most recently on 
University Police Department interim Chief March 24, RUPD reported a bomb threat at Smith 
Clemente Rodriguez, Sid Richardson College will Tower across campus. In light of recent crimes on 
be the next college to receive implementation. and around campus, Lovett sophomore Jennifer 

In September, the Student Association Kroeger said she believes the cameras’ added 
passed Resolution 2, “Student Feedback on the safety assurance outweighs potential cons. 
Policy for implementation of Security Cameras “RUPD has insisted [cameras will] not be 
on Campus,” which outlined a security policy used to catch students drinking, so there aren’t 
with collaborative efforts from Rice University any downsides to having them, especially since 
Police Department, the Student Association and it seems that there have been more issues this 
residential college representatives. year with unwelcome people on campus,” 

“Our goal is to conduct a walkthrough with Kroeger said. 
each college before the end of the semester so we Nickolas Walling, a Lovett junior, said he 
can do as much of the installation work over the supported the installation only after initial 
summer as possible,” Rodriguez said. questions about student privacy and the cameras’ 

Rodriguez said the walkthroughs, which are purpose were answered. 
conducted by RUPD, Rice IT department and “As long as they aren’t pointing to anybody’s 
student representatives, are critical for student personal space, I’m OK with it,” Walling said. “I 
feedback on camera placement. trust RUPD to use [the cameras] how they said 

“If we had not done the homework and they will. Hopefully they will provide a safer 
requested input from students, we might have campus environment.” 
had some concerns about camera locations According to Rodriguez, the cameras are 
and the perception of an intrusion on student essential to helping the police force identify 
privacy,” Rodriguez said. “Because we worked and arrest suspects who may commit crimes in 
with the students [to select] camera locations, I the colleges. 
believeeveryonewillbesatisfiedthenewcameras “Although cameras may not be able to 
are solely for the enhancement of campus safety.” prevent crime, they are vital to helping us solve 

Fries, a junior, said the walkthrough resulted crime,” Rodriguez said. “With the improvement 
in a decision for all cameras to face outward to and quality of cameras and other technology, 
ensure the inside of the commons or college will we are seeing more cases solved when these 
not be filmed. resources are available, which is why we feel 

“They [will be] situated around most of the adding cameras to the colleges will enhance 
entryways, particularly around the commons safety on campus.” 

8" SUB SANDWICHES 

#1 PEPE® 
Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese, 
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original) 

#2 BIG JOHN® 
Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo, 
lettuce & tomato. 

#3 TOTALLY TUNA® 
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. 
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional) 

#4 TURKEY TOM® 
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
The original (Sprouts* optional) 

#5 VITO® 
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone, 
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request) 

#6 THE VEGGIE 
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a 
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only, Sprouts* optional) 

J.J.B.L.T.® 
Bacon, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(My B.L.T. rocks) 

#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB 
1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham, 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 

#8 BILLY CLUB® 
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese, 
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB® 
Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo & our homemade Italian vinaigrette. 
(Order it with hot peppers) 

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB® 
A full 1/4 pound of medium rare roast beef, 
provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 

#11 COUNTRY CLUB® 
Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham, 
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!) 

#12 BEACH CLUB® 
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo! 

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB® 
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my 
7 grain whole wheat bread. This veggie sandwich 
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional) 

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB® 
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
An American classic! 

#15 CLUB TUNA® 
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one 
has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone, 
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional) 

#16 CLUB LULU® 
Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato 
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club) 

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™ 
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!) 

All of my sandwiches are 8 inches of homemade 
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & 
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this 
store! It tastes better that way! 

GIANT club sandwiches 
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7 grain bread or my famous 
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order! 

The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa 
salami, sliced smoked ham, capicola, 
roast beef, turkey & provolone, 
jammed into one of our homemade 
French buns, then smothered with 
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our 
homemade Italian vinaigrette. 

THE J.J. 
GARGANTUAN® 

Established in Charleston, IL 
in 1983 to add to students GPA 
and general dating ability. 

ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
we re not french either. my subs just taste 
a little better, that s all! wanted to 
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but 
my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
Regardless of what she thinks freaky fast 
is where t s at. I hope you love 'em as much 
as i do! peace! 

JJ UNWICH® 

Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread. 

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap 

SLIMS™ 

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce 

slim 1 Ham & cheese 
slim 2 Roast beef 
slim 3 Tuna sa ad 
slim 4 Turkey breast 
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese 
slim 6 Double provolone 

Soda Pop 

Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie 

Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle 

Extra load of meat 

Extra cheese or extra avocado spread 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ sides ★ 

freebies (subs & clubs only) 

Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber, 
hot peppers, dijon, Jimmy Mustard, yellow mustard, 

oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts* 

th
e 

or
igi

na
l 

JJ
’S 

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM 

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"® 

Sprouts*
optional 

DELIVERY ORDERS may include 
a delivery charge. 

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM 

★ MINI JIMMYS ★ 

★ BOX LUNCHES ★ 

★ PARTY PLATTERS ★
(BOXES OF HALF SANDWICHES) 

WE PREFER 24 HOUR NOT CE, 

BUT IF YOU CALL, WE LL DO WHAT 

WE CAN TO MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

*WARNING: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ADVISES THAT EATING RAW OR UNDER-COOKED SPROUTS POSES A HEALTH RISK TO EVERYONE, BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE ELDERLY CH LDREN PREGNANT WOMEN AND PERSONS W TH WEAKENED 
IMMUNE SYSTEMS. THE CONSUMPTION OF RAW SPROUTS MAY RESULT IN AN INCREASED RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR PHYSICIAN OR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes. 

https://ricethresher.org


  

          
        

         
       

         
 

       
        

  
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

 
   

  
   

    
      

          
          
         

     
  

        
       
        
         

        

        
        

 
       

      
           
         

         

       
          

       
        

 
          

       
 

        
       

        
        

        
         

       
         

           
        

       

         
         

 
      

       
         

 
      

 
  

      
    

     
      

 
      

      
     

       
      

       
    

        
    
      
      
         
     

      
 

      
     

      
     

       
  

6 

Low-income resources 
require better advertising 

The Thresher believes the initiative to 
support low-income students through the 
residential college system is an important 
addition to the resources already in existence 
for low-income students (see p. 1). However, 
these resources cannot be effective unless 
students know they exist, especially since such 
resources are currently scattered across various 
departments and campus organizations. 

At this point, the administration must work 
on improving the visibility and accessibility 
of these resources to low-income and first 
generation students. Locating these resources 
can be especially difficult for new students 
already overwhelmed from navigating other 
aspects of the college experience. Thus, we 
suggest there be a centralized website, either 
through the Office of Financial Aid or Student 
Success Iniatiaves, that lists and consolidates 
the various resources available for ease of 
access. In addition, explaining these resources 
should be more formally included within the 
Orientation Week programming, and a student 
from each residential college should be a 
designated point person for low-income and 
first generation resources to further make these 
resources more accessible. 

Correction 
In last week’s March 22 issue, the story 

“Baker chef mourned after tragic death” 
should have stated the date of Essence 
Derouen’s death as March 19. 

The Thresher misidentified a tennis player 
in a photo. The student-athlete was Alison 
Ho and not Fernanda Astete. 

cartoon by jennifer fu and anita alem 

Survival of the LITest. 

R2 HILO 
Editor’s Note: Congratulations to “Vermont” hard. Standing still and waiting was worse. This 

for winning this month’s contest! Doar’s narrative is the part no one believes, but I saw a mountain 
voice both has a lot to tell the reader, but pres- lion through the trees, prowling about. It was 
ents it in a quirky way that makes it exciting to just an overgrown bobcat, my sister said. And my 
read. The committee agreed that it was a fun and brother, his voice laced with skepticism,asked if 
meaningful read. —Lily Wulfemeyer, R2 Monthly it was a mountain lion, or a panther, or a cougar. 
Contest Committee Chair They’re all the same thing, though. Just people 

have different names for it. 
Vermont Whatever you call it, I caught a glimpse. It 
by Julie Doar must have been about forty yards away, slinking 
Only manic depressives go cross-country ski- through the trees, the ridges of its spine slicing 

ing in a Vermont forest alone. That’s what my the cold air with every movement. I could see 
sister said afterwards, after the park rangers had its bunched leg muscles – I’ve always had good 
come to get me on their snowmobiles. When I eyesight. Once my dad told a friend that I had 
made the 911 call, they told me not to move. eyes like a shark. And everyone wondered where 
They told me they were Pinging my phone, and he had heard that sharks have good eyes. He just 
that I should stay absolutely still. But I had al- meant to say hawk, that’s all. 
ways heard that, when in danger of freezing to So this is how I die, I thought. Torn to bits by 
death in the snow, one should always keep in a hungry cougar in the depth of winter, while 
motion. the Vermont Ski Patrol struggles over pinging a 

I probably should have made the emergency phone with a dying battery. 
call earlier. My mother said it was masculine Later my sister asked me if I was sure it 
pride that kept me from seeking professional wasn’t a bear. She thought that I must have seen 
help. But really, it was hard to find a signal in a bear. People in extreme situations, lost and 
those woods. Once I gave up on seeking a trail alone in the wilderness, sometimes see things, 
marker or any sign of civilization, I was search- even if they have always had faultless eyesight. 
ing for that little bar. But I know what I saw. And it couldn’t have 

R2 September Winner - Art Skiing on and on and finding nothing was been a bear. In the winter, bears hibernate. 
“Untitled” by Caitlin Ervine 

STAFF 
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The Rice Thresher, the official student newspaper 
at Rice University since 1916, is published each 
Wednesday during the school year, except during 
examination periods and holidays, by the students of 
Rice University. 

Letters to the Editor must be received by 5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to publication and must be signed, 
including college and year if the writer is a Rice 
student. The Thresher reserves the rights to edit 
letters for content and length and to place letters on 
its website. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the 
Thresher editorial staff. All other opinion pieces represent 
solely the opinion of the piece’s author. 

Editorial and business offices are located on the second 
floor of the Ley Student Center: 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 
Phone (713) 348-4801 
Email: thresher@rice.edu 
Website: www.ricethresher.org 

The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA and CMBAM 
© Copyright 2017 

www.ricethresher.org
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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8 bike 
Floatin’ down the parade

Lenna Mendoza, Arts & Entertainment Editor and Anita Alem, Managing Editor 

The beginning of Willy Week is marked by the sound of hammers and saws as the communities at many residential colleges come together to begin work on their 
respective builds. As Beer Bike approaches, the wood, paint and paper will slowly take shape, whether in the final the form of a stationary build or a float for the 
parade to the track. The Thresher took a look at the builds around campus this year: 

MARTEL JONES McMURTRY 
Martel is building a replica of Rick’s garage from Jones is creating a eight-foot-tall papier-mache McMurtry’s viking ship will be christened in honor 
“Rickand Morty,” with various props and references Dalmatian out of Thresher newspapers that has of JP Griffith (’16), an alumnus who passed away 
to the show being added during the week. yet to have a head for “100 and Rum Dalmatians: earlier this year. The build team is also designing 

a helmet for the float. Tequila de Ville.” 

BROWN 
To celebrate Obama and Biden’s love, Brown is creating a tan-
dem bike featuring the former president and his closest bro. 

HANSZEN 
Former Hanszen College President Kenny Groszman, who 
is leading the build, said “It’ll be a modern adaptation of a 
Shakespearean classic. And we’ll leave the rest up to your 
imagination until Saturday.” 

LOVETT 
Plans still being finalized. 

SID RICH 
In accordance to their “Bob the Builder” theme, Sid is creating a 

.endsis truck fr’ar to one of Bobilmifl oat s 

BAKER DUNCAN WILL RICE 
Baker will be pushing the same “hell car.” For “Bear Bike” Will Rice’s float is a depiction of As part of their moon theme, Duncan College is 

three bears on a bike in a forest, complete with acreating a giant hamster wheel with rockets along 
the perimeter that revolve with the wheel. “jar of honey” keg. WIESS 

Wiess will be pushing the same “war pig.” 

  

RU trying to keep the and� � investment of your in  ?3� 
Professional Master ’s degrees are also for Rice Undergrads! 
Qualifed Rice science and engineering students If you are a junior or senior in science or engineering, 
can package their bachelor’s with a master’s degree consider the ffth year master’s programs in 
and graduate with both in FIVE years. Natural Sciences and Engineering! 

For more information see: SCIENCE profms.rice.edu    ENGIN epmp.rice.edu 



 

 

 

        

BAKER 

WILL RICE 

HANSZEN 

WIESS 

JONES 

BROWN 

LOVETT 

SID RICH 

MARTEL 

MCMURTRY 

DUNCAN 

GSA 

SECURITY 

PAID FOR BY THE RICE PROGRAM COUNCIL 

Jungle Juice: The Beer Necessities 

Bear Bike: Bearly Sober 

Shakesbeer: Much Abrew about Nothing 

Drink Floyd: Wish You Were Beer 

One Hundred and Rum Dalmatians: Tequila de Ville 

Beerack Obama and Joe Bigin: 8 Great Beers 

Hamilgin the Brewsical: I Won’t Give Away My Shot 

Nikolaideon Presents: Bob the Boozer: Can we Drink it? 

Rick and Forty: Meseeks Alcohol 

How to Drain Your Flagon 

Race to the Moonshine: 3,2,1 Smirnoff 

Draft Punk 

JUDGES ADMIN 

*COLORS REPRESENT T-SHIRT COLORS OF RESPECTIVETEAMS OR GROUPS 



 

    
    

   
    

   
   

     
     

   
    
  

      
      

       

     

   
   

     
     

   
    

     
     

   
   

     

     

   
   

     
   

   
   

     

     

   
   

      
      

   
   

   
   

    
   

     
   

   
   

10 RPC INSERT the Rice Thresher wednesday, March 29, 2017 

CHUG TEAM CAPTAINS 
BAKER WIESS LOVETT 
Men’s Chug: Jeremy Palmer Men’s Chug: Josh Marrs, Brian Tighe Men’s Chug: SydneyStocks, Arabella Jenkins 
Women’s Chug: Brooke English Women’s Chug: Maggie Wagner, Marlene Rizo Women’s Chug: SydneyStocks, Arabella Jenkins 

WILL RICE JONES SID RICH 
Men’s Chug: Monica Charletta Men’s Chug: Austin James Men’s Chug: Carson Ariagno 
Women’s Chug: Martin Torres Women’s Chug: Grace Cullinan Women’s Chug: Monique Hartemink 

HANSZEN BROWN MARTEL 
Men’s Chug: Trenton Alexander Men’s Chug: Jackson Neagli Men’s Chug: Colin Losey 
Women’s Chug: Elena Busch Women’s Chug: Gia Longsworth Women’s Chug: Amanda Cervantes 

BIKE TEAM CAPTAINS 
BAKER 
Men’sTeam: John Michael Austin 
Women’sTeam: MickyleStanbury, Katherine 
Simmers, Alyssa Graham 

WILL RICE 
Men’sTeam: Matthew Weatherman, David Cai 
Women’sTeam: MaritaSailor, Katie Lobodzinski 

HANSZEN 
Men’sTeam: NickMcMillan, David Yalacki, 
Naoki Shiba 
Women’sTeam: KathleenSnyder,Valerie Du 

WIESS 
Men’sTeam: Raymond Cano 
Women’sTeam: Rachel Ngo 

JONES 
Men’sTeam: JustinTrenor, WillYarinsky 
Women’sTeam: RabeaTzenetos,Sarah Asson 

BROWN 
Men’sTeam: Ben Rasich and Jim Gehrig 
Women’sTeam:TheresaSonka and Kristi Fu 

LOVETT 
Men’sTeam: AlexMorton 
Women’sTeam: Bailey Douglas, Brandi 
Ransom, Madeleine Pelzel 

SID RICH 
Men’sTeam: Edi Danalache,Victor Gonzalez, 
Ashton Thrasher 
Women’sTeam: Meg Brigman, Bissy Michael 

MARTEL 
Men’sTeam: Colin Losey 
Women’sTeam: Kristi Maulding 

MCMURTRY 
Men’s Chug:Sanjiv Gopalkrishnan 
Women’s Chug: Kelsi Wicker 

DUNCAN 
Men’s Chug: Logan Baldridge 
Women’s Chug: Yasmine Filali-Adib 

GSA 
Men’s Chug: Joe Whalen 
Women’s Chug: LoahStevens 

MCMURTRY 
Men’sTeam: David He, Ricky Chen, Angel 
Garces 
Women’sTeam: Zoe Punske, Carlin Cherry 

DUNCAN 
Men’sTeam: Aitash Deepak, Ricky Lozoya 
Women’sTeam: Morgan Glose 

GSA 
Men’sTeam: Colin Noe, Pierce Young 
Women’sTeam: Mary Natoli 

MAP 
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COLLEGE BEER BIKE COORDINATORS 
BAKER 
Jack Kaplan, Alex Alexander, Madison Nasteff, Eliza Martin 

WILL RICE 
Helen Wei, Megan Moore, David Vien, Max Hasbrouck, Sara Lopez, Mari Zertuche 

HANSZEN 
Nik Liebster, James Altschul, AbigailTucker, AveryWhitaker 

WIESS 
Greg Harper, DanielWeinberg, Sonia Rao, Jagnoor Benipal, Priyanka Chandrakar 

JONES 
Akeem Ogunkeye, Shaafae Hussain, Payton Carroll, Alfonso Morera, Brett Patterson 

BROWN 
Rebecca Chen, Akshat Patel, Izzy Patten,Sebastian Idrovo, Nishant Verma 

SCHEDULE 

LOVETT 
Abril Brugo, Ishani Desai, Andrew Hadad, BridgetSchilling, ChrisZupan 

SID RICH 
Joe Along, Ramee Saleh, Claudia Middleton, James Mayden, Julia Chavez 

MARTEL 
Kat Iverson, Jackson Schaap, Tim Marshall, Clair Hopper 

MCMURTRY 
Kelsi Wicker, Naomi Pringle, Quinn Matthews 

DUNCAN 
Damon Demar, Mehek Gagneja, Logan Baldrige, Emily Jacobson 

GSA 
Nikki Thadani, Satya Bellamkonda, Ian Kinstlinger, John Gawedzinski 

FLOATS 
April 1st, 2017 

8:45 a.m 
Hanszen Color Powder War 

10:00 a.m. 
Waterballoon fight 

10:30 a.m. 
Parade 

11:30 a.m. 
Alumni Race 

12:15 p.m. 
Women’s Race 

1:00 p.m. 
Men’s Race 

JUDGES 
Dean Hutch 

Dr. Jimmy DeNicco
Dr. Jason Hafner 

COMPETITION CRITERIA 
Creativity

Theme 
Effort 
Spirit

Aesthetics 

AWARDS 
1st place: $500 fine reduction 

and $500 food truck 
2nd place: $500 fine reduction 

3rd place: $250 fine reduction 

FOOD 



 

 

      

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

    
 

   
     

12 RPC INSERT the Rice Thresher wednesday, March 29, 2017 

WITH THANKS TO... 
COORDINATORS 
CampusWide Coordinators AreaWide Coordinators 
Ashton Duke Ashley Nguyen 
Colin Feng Jennifer Kroeger

Steve Zhao 
Lauren Loh 
Priscilla Li 

CAMPUS ORGANIZATIONS 
Student Activities Risk Management 
Rice University Police Department Environmental Health and Safety 
Rice Emergency MedicalServices Alumni and Alumni Office 
Wellness Housing and Dining 
Student Judicial Programs Facilities Engineering & Planning 
Parking Academic Affairs and Strategic Partnerships 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Rice Program Council 

Rice Bikes 
The Rice Thresher 
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2017CAPTAIN’S RANKINGS 
Andrew Grottkau, Sports Editor 

This saturday afternoon, 12 men’s teams, 12 women’s teams and 12 alumni teams 
will compete for the Beer Bike crown. The captains of each team weighed in on 
who they believe will take home the victory. Among the teams receiving votes were 
“McMurtry, obviously,” “Gryffindor,” “Kappa Delta,” “McDuncan,” “everyone 
else” and “New England Patriots.” One respondent included a “dope picture” of 
himself with his rankings. We’ve compiled the results below; sadly, none of the 
teams listed above received enough votes to be included in the rankings. If the 
captains are correct, Jones will win again. 

WOMEN’S 
COLLEGE 

CHANGE 
FROM 2016* 

CHANGE 
FROM 2015 

PROJECTED 
RANKING 

1 Jones 

2 Will Rice 

3 GSA 

4 McMurtry 

5 Wiess 

6 Lovett 

7 Duncan 

8 Baker 

9 Brown 

10 Sid Rich 

11 Martel 

12 Hanszen 

2 

2 

7 

1 

3 

4 

4 

2 

10 

5 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

2 

1 

MEN’S 
CHANGE 
FROM 2016* 

CHANGE 
FROM 2015COLLEGE PROJECTED 

RANKING 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

DQ 

DQ 

1 

5 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

*Results from Beer Run, not Bike 

Races remain after balloon fight 
Drew Keller 

News Editor 

The order of Beer Bike events will remain 
unchanged from last year, with the water 
balloon fight prior to the bike race, despite 
a proposal by the campuswide beer bike 
coordinators to move the balloon fight after 
the race. 

According to campuswide coordinators 
Ashton Duke and Colin Feng, switching the 
order of events would move the event closer 
to what they called a ‘traditional’ Beer Bike, 
in which the water balloon fight occurred last. 
The water balloon fight has undergone a long 
history of changes since it originated in the 
early 1990s as an escalation of water balloon 
throwing and Super Soaker attacks during the 
float parade. 

“The water balloon fight started with 
people throwing water balloons from trucks 
and then it evolved into a safer water balloon 
fight without people standing on top of moving 
vehicles,” Duke and Feng wrote in an email to 
the Thresher. 

They said they looked into the idea after it 
was raised in a Thresher editorial last year, and 
thought that it had the potential to improve 
race attendance, allow bikers and coordinators 
to participate in the water balloon fight and 
result in warmer weather for the water balloon 
fight later in the day. 

“It could increase attendance at the bike 
race,” they wrote. “After all, the event name is 

Beer Bike.” 
Duke and Feng, respectively a Baker College 

sophomore and Duncan College junior, said 
they pitched the idea to college beer bike 
coordinators, a majority of whom brought up 
negative feedback and concerns. 

“Although there was some support of the 
schedule change, there wasn’t enough to 
warrant having to switch,” they said. “We just 
wanted what would be best for students. So 
because the majority of students were fine with 
the schedule as is, we decided to not make the 
switch. [It] makes our lives easier too, which is 
of ultimate importance now that Beer Bike has 
turned us jaded and selfish.” 

Some of the concerns they said college 
coordinators raised included increased 
intoxication at the race, difficulty cleaning up 
the race area and chaotic organization of the 
water balloon fight after the race. 

“The event would have a weird feeling, since 
right now the whole day is set to lead up to the 
races,” Duke and Feng said. “It still may not 
increase bike race attendance just because it’s 
too far away. Some people may just nap before 
the water balloon fight as the races go on.” 

Jones Beer Bike coordinator Alfonso 
Morera said he appreciated the discussion of a 
possible change but he, along with a majority 
of coordinators, thinks the existing schedule 
is best. 

“Parading with your college to the track 
is a good way to get you hyped for the races,” 
Morera, a sophomore, said. 

RICE

MATHEMATICS 
FALL 

2017 

~NEW~ MATH 238* – HONORS Ordinary
Diferential Equations 
9:25 AM TO 10:40 AM TR – Prof. David Damanik 

Honors Ordinary Differential Equations. An ‘honors’ 

version of Math 211, this course emphasizes a rigorous 

introduction to the theory of ordinary differential 

equations. *Pending approval 

MATH 300 – Analysis of Fractals 
10:00 AM TO 10:50 AM MWF – Prof. Robert Hardt 

An introduction to sets whose dimensions are not 

whole numbers, but which nevertheless are ubiquitous 

in nature. 

MATH 376 – Algebraic Geometry 
10:00 AM TO 10:50 AM MWF – Prof. A. Várilly-Alvarado 

Algebraic Geometry.  An introduction to the ancient topic 

of the geometry of polynomials: the power of geometric 

intuition meets the deep structures of algebra. 

MATH 238 and MATH 300 introduce students to the 

writing of clear and complete proofs: no prior experience 

with proof-writing will be assumed, as the courses aim to 

develop such a facility. 

All three of the courses’ topics have applications across 

the sciences and engineering and into the social sciences, 

particularly economics.  Please see the Mathematics 

Department Website and courses.rice for more information, 

including pre-requisites. 

1 Jones 

2 Will Rice 

3 Martel 

4 GSA 

5 McMurtry 

6 Brown 

7 Hanszen 

8 Baker 

9 Duncan 

10 Wiess 

11 Sid Rich 

12 Lovett 
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A reviewer’s journey through roadtrip movies 

Ryan Lee 
Thresher Staff 

It took five hours to fly to Seattle, and then 

first road trip: a taste of the Americana, because 
not many places in the world have roads long 
enough. To put it another way, I imagine the 
distance we covered each day could have been a 
circumnavigation of my country, Taiwan. 

All the expectations I had came from the 
movies. I notice the road trip movie is one that 
covers a lot of ground, so to speak. They range 
from ’90s buddy film “Tommy Boy” to existential 
noir “The Hitch-Hiker”; from popcorn joyride 
“Smokey and the Bandit” to pensive character 
study “Scarecrow.” As I began this journey 
I wanted to see how my experience would 
compare to the road trips of cinema. 

Road trip movies ultimately sell road 
trips as a restorative force, promising to unite 
any unlikely pair This was the one trope I 
intentionally sought to observe in practice. 
I embarked on this trip with my father, and if 
we were to have cinematic representations of 

mywasThat .Houstonback toveidrtodaysfi ve 

ourselves, my father would be Buzz Lightyear 
and I would be Hamm. 

In buddy film “Tommy Boy,” Tommy is a 
lovable fool and Richard a sarcastic nerd. In 
my favorite scene, Tommy and Richard are 
fighting over the radio dials until they bump 
into a channel they both like, although they 
would rather not admit it to each other. Jump 
cut to the two of them bellowing out lyrics to the 
Carpenters’ “Superstar,” tears streaking down 
their cheeks. 

Turns out karaoke also works in the real 
world. The best decision I made during the trip 
was to purchase an aux cord. I introduced my 
dad to the up-and-coming Taiwanese artists, and 
he took me down his memory lane of the Bee 
Gees, the Bangles and ABBA. 

A good road trip movie allegorizes that about-
the-journey-not-the-destination aphorism, and 
that is made literal on-screen through arbitrary 
deadlines, hard-earned character chemistry and 
anticlimactic destinations. “Smokey” follows 
through with the most hilariously streamlined 
version of this template where a Mr. B dares The 
Legendary Bandit to smuggle beer from Texas 

to Georgia in 28 hours. Characters immediately 
spark, and an Indiana Jones-style finale ships 
the characters off to Boston. 

by how we were 
I was taken aback 

traversing along mere 
hairs that ran across 
the scalp of the land. 

Of course, real life was a little slower than life 
in the films. My mind played a funny trick on me 
as we were driving along. I felt like I was always 
seeing changes in the scenery, but never seeing 
it in the process of changing. It’s like when a 
train passes through a tunnel, the surroundings 
become another world after that brief lapse of 
darkness. 

For a few hours it would be the rain and hills 

illustration by jennifer fu 

of Seattle, then suddenly it was the snowing 
summits of the Rockies. We would pass through 
a terrain of cattle and crops, and then be hit by 
the redness of the Utah sandstone arches. The 
only constants were the road, the other cars, and 
my routine. Sometimes I would talk, but other 
times I would let the ambient hum of the truck 
immerse me as I consider how I would overtake 
the vehicle ahead. It felt peaceful. 

All that said, that is the one thing that I 
have yet to see captured on screen — the sheer 
expanse of the American land. “The Hitch-Hiker” 
came close by using wilderness to heighten the 
hostage situation with a sociopathic hitchhiker. 
But even though it looked intense to be driving 
with a gun pointed to the head, I imagine there 
must have been moments where both hitchhiker 
and hostage forget about the gun, and get lost in 
thought over the landscape of the road. 

I was taken aback by how we were traversing 
along mere hairs that ran across the scalp of the 
land. Just as the legacy of the Roman Empire is 
remembered in the geometry of modern-day 
Europe, people will remember America for its 
land and its roads. 

‘Life’ rehashes cues from classic science fiction horror 
Maddie Flavin genre’s classic themes to craft a story that isn’t of the samples accomplishes the primary purpose to terminate Calvin if they want to go home to the 

Thresher Staff derivative in its execution. of the mission — there is indeed life beyond Earth. planet they are trying so desperately to save. 
From far away, amid the stars, we first see But, as the crew continues to study and Relentlessly intense to the point of being 

Human beings are inherent explorers and a capsule hurtling through the vast infinity of nurture the single-celled organism, a half-muscle unwatchable at times, “Life’s” escalating stakes 
risk takers. But, in the science fiction/horror film space, bombarded ferociously by asteroids and and half-brain creature christened “Calvin” in a make for one well-paced picture that’s riveting 
“Life,” that need to look for and want more comes blaring orchestral horns. For eight months, the schoolchildren’s competition, it takes a jarring and psychologically taxing. This is the kind of 
at a disturbing price. With an ensemble cast led six-astronaut crew of the Mars Pilgrim 7 mission turn into nightmarish territory, growing larger popcorn film where you won’t be able to focus 
by Jake Gyllenhaal and Ryan Reynolds, “Life” on the International Space Station has eagerly and more intelligent than the astronauts had on your food because you’ll be too busy either 
isn’t afraid to go down grisly avenues to tell us to awaited the return of this capsule, deployed to imagined. As Calvin picks off the astronauts one gasping in unadulterated horror or teetering on 
be careful what we wish for, as it uses the hybrid Mars to collect soil samples. A close examination by one, the dwindling survivors must find a way 0see LIFE, page 16 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

WHATEVER FEST 
If you have somehow have 

the stamina to do Beer Bike and a 
festival this weekend, on Saturday 
and Sunday Houston Whatever Fest 
will bring music and comedy to 
downtown Houston. Acts include 
Cold War Kids, AWOLNATION and 
Ghostface Killah. Passes are $44 for 
each day and $55 for the weekend. 

Various Locations 
houstonwhateverfest.com 

MELISSA FEBOS 
As part of the Cherry Reading 

Series, Rice will host nonfiction writer 
Melissa Febos Thursday, March 30 at 
4:30 p.m. in the Kyle Morrow Room at 
Fondren. She’s the author of “Whip 
Smart,” about her time working as 
a dominatrix while attending the 
New School. Her collection of essays 
“Abandon Me” will be out later this 
year. Admission is free. 

Fondren Library 
library.rice.edu 

HOW TO BUILD A 
TIME MACHINE 

This documentary mends the fray 
between art and science by exploring 
the personal narratives of two men who 
are fascinated by time travel. Theoretical 
physicist Ron Mallett researched 
black holes while animator Rob Niosi 
painstakingly replicated a time machine 
from a ’60s movie. Tickets are $10 and the 
showing is Friday at 7 p.m. 

14 Pews 
800 Aurora Street 

14pews.org 

SILENT PARTY 
Tired of the same old party? 

Warehouse Live is trying to put 
a new technological spin on the 
familiar atmosphere by giving all 
attendees wireless headphones, 
which allow them to choose 
between a number of DJs. The party 
starts on Saturday at 9, tickets are 
$15 in advance and $30 at the door. 
Admission is for those 21 and over. 

Warehouse Live 
813 Saint Emanuel 
warehouselive.com 

https://warehouselive.com
https://14pews.org
https://library.rice.edu
https://houstonwhateverfest.com
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courtesy polygon 

‘Legion’ refreshes the
superhero TV show scene 

Michael VerMeulen 
Thresher Staff 

Legion 
Quick take: Typical 
superhero story meets great 
writing 
Airing: FX Online 
Watch it for: Aubrey Plaza & 
entertainment value 

In the recent glut of comic book 
entertainment to be released on both the 
big and small screens in the last decade, 
new material is hard-pressed to stand out 
and make a cultural impact. Audiences have 
seen these types of stories so much that 
they have become desensitized to what once 
awed them. Though FX’s legion involves 
mutants and is part of the X-Men Universe, 
the series sidesteps this problem altogether 
by crafting the most different, trippy comic 
book property to date. Its first season has 
been thought-provoking, entirely original 
and absolutely must-watch. 

One of the series’ strongest qualities is 
its mastery of cinematic devices. The show 
is one of the most audio-visually creative 
pieces ever put on the airwaves. The 
directors utilize all the tools at their disposal 
from the color scheme to the music to the 
aspect ratio. One memorable scene in the 
latest episode even paid homage to classic 
silent films with the dialogue on title cards. 

The camera and editing choices aren’t 
the show’s only superbly executed filmic 
techniques though, as the production and 
costume design is also remarkable. The 
sets are almost Kubrickian in their elegant 
simplicity, and the ’70s inspired clothes that 
the characters wear help in mystifying the 
show’s unknown time period. 

The performances are excellent across 
the board. Dan Stevens plays the main 
character David, who oftentimes doesn’t 
know whether he is exceptionally powerful, 
crazy or both. Stevens has to show a number 
of conflicting facets while simultaneously 
remaining likeable, and he pulls it off 
marvelously. Rachel Keller is quite good as 

David’s girlfriend Syd, who cannot touch 
him due to her body-swapping mutation. 

Supporting turns from Jean Smart, Bill 
Irwin and Jemaine Clement also aid in 
providing the show both gravitas and quirk. 
However, the biggest revelation is Aubrey 
Plaza. Plaza, who normally portrays droll 
comedic characters, delivers the wildest, 
creepiest and most intense performance 
of her entire career. To say anything about 
the character she plays would ruin certain 
surprises, but it is definitely the most 
complex role she has ever had. 

is barely a superhero 
In many ways, ‘Legion’ 

show. It’s simply a 
great television show 
with great characters 
who just happen to 
have superpowers. 

The show’s most fascinating feature 
though is its writing, led by creator Noah 
Hawley of “Fargo” fame. The plot constantly 
keeps the audience on its toes, not letting 
you in on its mysteries until the time is right. 
While most shows, especially superhero 
shows, attempt to keep the viewers in the 
loop with heavy exposition scenes and 
relatively simple plotting, “Legion” goes 
the other way by almost never explaining 
itself. Weird things happen and it is up to 
the watchers to figure out why. The story is 
much more a metaphysical, character-based 
tale than the action-heavy, valiant ones of 
other superhero shows. 

In many ways, “Legion” is barely a 
superhero show. It’s simply a great television 
show with great characters who just happen 
to have superpowers. 

“Legion” is intelligent, bizarre, scary and 
all-around entertaining. It takes more risks 
and is weirder than almost anything else 
on television at the moment, and it’s all the 
better for it. If you’re a fan of superheroes 
and especially if you’re a fan of great 
cinematic art, the show is one of best things 
you could possibly be watching right now. 

courtesy pitchfork & music times 

ANOHNI’s ‘Paradise’ 
delivers political power 

Lenna Mendoza 
Arts & Entertainment editor 

After 20 years at the head of a collaborative 
music group, Antony and the Johnsons, 
ANOHNI (formerly known as Antony) 
released her first solo album in May 2016. 
The experimental dance-pop album 
“Hopelessness” was met with considerable 
critical acclaim and in 2016 ANOHNI also 
became the second openly transgender person 
nominated for an Academy Award. Her next 
step as a solo artist has come, in the form of 
the six-track EP “Paradise”, released March 
17. “Paradise” comes from the same recording 
session as “Hopelessness,” and it definitely 
shows. “Paradise” brings all the power and 
finesse of “Hopelessness,” although it does 
lack the catchiness of its predecessor, which 
leaves it feeling like a companion piece. 

ANOHNI does not back down from the 
intense political tone of her lyrics in this EP. 
The themes primarily explored in “Paradise” 
include environmental justice, feminism and 
the violence levied on the Global South by 
the Global North. For example, on “Jesus Will 
Kill You” she warbles, “What’s your legacy?/ 
Burning fields in Iraq/Burning fields in Nigeria/ 
Burning oceans/Burning populations/Our 
burning lungs.” On this EP, ANOHNI’s lyrics are 
on the sparse side, leaving a lot of the work up 
to the repetition of certain evocative phrases. 
That said, it doesn’t always work out — some of 
the commentary begins to feel one-note. 

What “Paradise” is missing in eloquence, it 
makes up in musical power. Driving electronic 
drums and huge walls of bass fill the title track 
“Paradise” with an overwhelming strength. 
ANOHNI’s voice has an odd, melancholy 
tonality that becomes more than convincing 
when she displays her incredible dynamic 
range and total vocal control. She especially 
shows it off on the EP’s gentler, more pared-
down tracks like “She Doesn’t Mourn Her Loss” 

and “In My Dreams.” The EP tries to balance 
these placid moments with high-tension ones, 
with the anxiety peaking in “Jesus Will Kill 
You” thanks to an incessant whistling sample 
and a heavy dose of distortion on the vocals. 
The balance of these emotions keep the EP 
from falling into a place of true hopelessness, 
although it isn’t afraid to look into the face of 
suffering. 

has an odd, 
ANHONI’s voice 

melancholy tonality 
that displays her 
incredible dynamic 
range and total 
vocal control. 

If you want the full experience, you’ll have 
to look past Spotify. A final six-minute bonus 
track titled “I Never Stopped Loving You” 
isn’t included in the release, but is available 
from the artist in an exchange for a “gesture 
of anonymous vulnerability.” This would 
take the form of an email including a few 
sentences about your hopes for the future or 
what’s important to you, but the artist asks 
you refrain from mention of her or her music. 
The task is more than worth it for the track. It’s 
an artistic act in and of itself, and it puts you 
in the right frame of mind to receive the track. 

Ultimately, “Paradise” is a good listen, 
especially for ANOHNI fans or fans of 
“Hopelessness.” While it isn’t able to match 
“Hopelessness” in catchiness or breadth, as 
an EP it certainly isn’t trying to. Think of it as a 
happy supplement. 
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WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW by areli navarro 

BEAUTY: 
Meme eyeshadow 

courtesy @nia’s makeup 

In a phrase: Makeup artists paint their 
eyelids to recreate trending memes 
Where to find it: The extremely niche 
intersection of meme Instagram and 
makeup Instagram 

You thought you were special with that 
super cool band no one has ever heard of 
or your passion for vintage tea sets or some 
shit??? This community of women and girls 
on Instagram have proven that you can 
be unique and trendy by combining the 
meme universe with beauty guru culture 
into every old person’s nightmare. These 
millennials are posting tutorial videos on 
how to achieve the perfect Kermit the Frog 
meme eyelid and putting us all to shame. 
Sure, you tag your friends on Facebook 
meme pages, but do you spend money 
and time recreating their images on a 
canvas that folds up on itself, making the 
masterpiece pointless? Didn’t think so. 

TECH: 
1 Second Everyday app 

courtesy tapfame 

In a phrase: Video Diary App 
Where to find it: The App Store 

While most people wait until January to 
purchase this app (Yeah,it’s a bummer that 
it’s not free but memories are priceless, 
am I right?) during their “new year new 
me” phase, the time could not be more 
perfect. A one-second video of every day 
of Beer Bike is the perfect intro to your 
year’s compilation. And although one 
second may not seem like enough time to 
truly capture the spirit of your day, trust 
me, a lot can happen in that time. Like all 
daily routines, it can take a while for it to 
become a habit, but hey, if birth control 
users can do it, so can anyone, right? Get 
the app + capture the banalities of the 
everyday + post the completed video + 
cheesy background music = guaranteed 
nostalgia and renewed hope in the face of 
the futility of life! 

HEALTH: 
Stress Cube 

courtesy sputnik 

In a phrase: The Rubik’s Cube’s chill 
younger brother 
Where to find it: stresscube.com 

Finally, convenient stress relief that 
doesn’t involve ingesting dubiously 
large amounts of illegal substances or 
participating in the tame and normalized 
self-harming techniques of lip chewing 
and nail biting. Each side of said cube has 
differently themed features intended to 
relieve anxiety and apprehension through 
unconspicuous fidgeting. Think of it as 
a mindless Rubik’s Cube or a cool Bop It 
(sans garish ’90s design and music). While 
most of us are thinking, “Rice students? 
Stressed? What?” it’s still a great product 
you’ll find yourself strangely comforted 
by — even after you doubted you’d ever 
really use it — kind of like that stash of bud 
you’ve found yourself going through rather 
quickly. 

TRENDING: 
Body positivity 

courtesy calorie bee 

In a phrase: You exist and occupy space in 
the now; fuck anyone that makes you feel 
otherwise 
Where to find it: Inside yourself and among 
decent human beings 

Spring has sprung. Temperatures will 
continue rising (To all the non-Houstonians, 
prepare yourselves) and for some, so will 
insecurity in their bodies. Body positivity is 
the apparently revolutionary concept that 
every body is valid and should never be an 
object of shame. Affirming and accepting 
attitudes toward all bodies have come into 
the spotlight as of late, and it’s a topic for 
everyone, not just those afflicted by low 
self-esteem. Take this time to challenge 
your views on “good” bodies. Follow body-
positive activists on Instagram. Understand 
how your comments and attitudes affect 
others and yourself. Wear that pair of short 
shorts. Exist in ease. 

Sponsored by Multicultural Community Relations in Public Afairs, Rice University Community Asian Alumni and Japanese American Citizens League 

Join us for a lecture 

“Architecture for the Human: 
Through the Japanese Looking Glass” 

Friday, April 21, 2017 
6 p.m. 

Farnsworth Pavilion | Ley Student Center 

Presented by: 
Marta Rodriguez 

Assistant Professor of Architecture 
University of Houston 

Drinks and light bites 

Free and open to the public 
Self-paid parking | parking.rice.edu 

0LIFE
            FROM PAGE 14 

the edge of your seat. The visuals pay homage 
to classic horror imagery, from “The Thing’s” 
defibrillator scene to “Alien’s” tentacle-down-
the-throat moments and even the “Videodrome” 
skin screen poster. 

While true horror movie fans may find Jon 
Ekstrand’s horn-heavy score a bit overboard 
as a harbinger of doom, the uninitiated horror 
movie audience will appreciate it for preparing 
them for an imminent scare while still leaving 
dizzying surprise on the table. 

Seamus McGarvey’s cinematography 
establishes and maintains the motif of space-as-
deadly, flying the audience through the ISS’ long 
narrow tunnels and depicting the establishment 
more as an atom-shaped coffin 62 miles up. Even 
the crew’s beds strongly resemble caskets. 

“I belong up here,” Jake Gyllenhaal’s David 
Jordan says while lamenting humanity’s 
propensity for conflict, “I can’t stand what we 
do to each other down there.” “Life” is a film 
that will make people reconsider departing the 
unappreciated treasures of our planet for the 
great beyond. 

LIFE 
Showing at: Edwards 
Greenway Grand Palace 
Stadium 24 & RPX 
Ticket Price: $9.50 
Run time: 1 hour 43 minutes 
Genre: Sci-fi & Horror 

courtesy pop culture 

https://stresscube.com
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Junior steeple runner Griffin Lee competes in the 3000-meter steeplechase Friday at Wendel D. Ley Track during the Victor Lopez Classic. 
Lee finished first with a time of 9:12:02. For the women’s team, five student-athletes finished in the top three in their respective events. 

vidya giri/thresher 

Baseball remains optimistic amid 7-19 start 
Ben Rieden 

Thresher Staff 

After losing two out of three games in 
a Conference USA series against Florida 
International University this past weekend, 
the Rice baseball team has now lost nine 
of its last 10 games and has a 7-19 record for 
the season. The Owls got swept three games 
to none in their first conference series of the 
season against Old Dominion University, and 
they now have a 1-5 conference record after this 
weekend’s results. Despite the early troubles, 
junior infielder and pitcher Dane Myers said he 
thinks the team can turn things around after a 
lackluster start to the season. 

“The balls just haven’t been falling our way 
pretty much all year and I feel like it has to turn 
around at some point,” Myers said. “As long as 
we keep playing hard and competing I feel like 
that will happen.” 

In the early part of the season, Rice had 
several games against difficult opponents. Its 
nonconference schedule consisted of teams 
such as the University of Texas, Southeastern 
Louisiana University and Stanford University, 
which are all teams with winning records and 
are near the top of their conferences. While the 
tough schedule certainly doesn’t help Rice’s 
record, Myers said he thinks it helps the team 
grow and improve. 

“Playing a tough schedule like we have, we 
get to measure ourselves up with the best,” 

Myers said. “[Playing an easy schedule] looks 
good on paper but at the end of the season it’s 
not going to help that much. Playing those good 
teams in the long run I think helps a lot.” 

[The expectations] are 
definitely the same. We 
expect to win. That’s 
what this program 
prides itself on. 

Darryn Sheppard
First Baseman 

One of the bright spots in the rough stretch 
for the Owls has been the emergence of first 
baseman Darryn Sheppard’s hitting. In the 
series against Florida International, Sheppard 
hit seven for 11, including a grand slam in 
the final game, and he is now one of five Owls 
hitting with a .300 or better batting average for 
the season. Sheppard said even though the team 
hasn’t had the start they hoped for, they still 
hold themselves to high standards. 

“[The expectations] are definitely the same,” 
Sheppard said. “We expect to win. That’s what 

this program prides itself on. I think we can 
easily come back from this, we just have to stay 
confident up there and take it one pitch at a time, 
one at bat at a time, one game at a time.” 

Sophomore catcher Dominic DiCaprio has 
continued his hot start, as he leads the Owls in 
batting average with a .381 average, hits with 
32 and RBIs with 22. Myers and sophomore 
shortstop Ford Proctor have also been hitting 
well this season, as they hold the second- and 
third-highest batting averages on the team with 
.330 and .323 averages respectively. 

Head coach Wayne Graham said he knows 
his players have the capability to perform better 
than their record shows. 

“We do have some talent and some of it’s not 
coming around quite as quick as we hoped,” 
Graham said. “We still have some hitting talent 
and the defense seems to be solidified.” 

On the defensive side, freshman Matt 
Canterino and sophomore Zach Esquivel have 
been the Owls’ two best starting pitchers 
thus far. Canterino leads the team with a 2.94 
earned run average and 46 strikeouts, and 
Esquivel is second in both categories with 
a 2.97 earned run average and 27 strikeouts. 
Fielding errors still seem to be a problem 
for the Rice, as their 41 errors have led to 36 
unearned runs on the season. 

The Owls next conference series takes place 
this weekend. Rice will be playing an away series 
against a Florida Atlantic University team that 
has a 5-1 conference record on the season. 

Pera era 
begins for 

men’s 
basketball 

Andrew Grottkau 
Sports Editor 

Two days after Mike Rhoades left Rice 
men’s basketball, a new age began. Call it 
the Pera era. Last Thursday, Rice announced 
it will hire former associate head coach Scott 
Pera as its new head coach for next season. 

Pera said he is thrilled to have the 
opportunity to lead the program. 

“It’s a special day,” Pera said. “I’ve 
worked at some great institutions and for it 
to culminate at this place, Rice University, 
is literally a dream come true. I couldn’t be 
happier.” 

For the entirety of Rhoades’s tenure, Pera 
served as associate head coach. He helped 
to oversee the Owls’ rise from seven wins 
the year before Rhoades took over to 23 wins 
this season. 

Pera began his head coaching career at 
Artesia High School in Southern California. 
He led the program to the 2006 California 
state title with a 33-1 record and was named 
the Los Angeles Times and Long Beach Press 
Southern California Coach of the Year in 
both 2003 and 2006. 

He is best known for being Houston 
Rockets’ star James Harden’s high school 
basketball coach. Harden attended Artesia 
from 2003 to 2007 and earned McDonald’s 
All-American honors his senior year, the 
year after Pera departed for a job at Arizona 
State University. Pera recruited Harden to 
Arizona State and remained with the Sun 
Devils for six years. Harden, still a close 
friend, said he is grateful for Pera’s influence 
on his life. 

“He’s been a mentor, a father figure, he’s 
taught me basically everything I know,” 
Harden said at Pera’s press conference 
Saturday. “For me to see him take this 
opportunity, he’s definitely going to take 
advantage of it. Rice should be proud of [its] 
new head coach.” 

Pera spent two years at the University 
of Pennsylvania before joining Rice’s 
staff. He is now the 25th head coach in 
Rice basketball history and will have to 
rebuild the roster after the transfer of star 
sophomore guard Marcus Evans and the 
departure of junior guard Marcus Jackson. 
According to Pera, however, he is confident 
he can build a talented roster through 
recruiting. 

“The recruitment part of it is going to be 
really exciting,” Pera said. “There’s a lot of 
happy high school coaches seeing that one 
of us got a head D1 coaching job. Twenty-
three wins also helps in recruiting. We’re 
going to ride that momentum.” 

The new head coach has high hopes 
for his tenure at Rice. The Owls have not 
qualified for the NCAA tournament since 
1970, but Pera said he believes he can help 
the team end the drought. 

“We’ll work our tails off even harder than 
we have before to make sure that after 1970, 
there’s a 2018, 2019, 2020 NCAA tournament 
banner,” Pera said. 

Scott Pera 
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0WBI 
frompage  1  

Rice outpaced UNC Greensboro in all three 
scoring categories, shooting 25 for 56 from the 
field (45 percent), 7 for 19 from 3-point range (37 
percent) and 17 for 26 from the free-throw line (65 
percent). The Owls held UNC Greensboro to 23 for 
74 shooting from the field (31 percent) and 5 for 19 
from 3-point range (26 percent). Rice narrowly lost 
the turnover and rebound battle against a lanky 
and aggressive Spartan squad. 

After the win, the players and coaching staff 
gathered with students on the court, jumping up 
and down in celebration. The Owls then received 
the WBI championship trophy, watched as 
Hawkins was honored as the WBI Most Valuable 
Player and then, one by one, cut down the nets in 
Tudor Fieldhouse. Hawkins said the moment was 
one she will remember for the rest of her life. 

“As a senior, I wouldn’t have wanted to end 
my career any other way,” Hawkins said. “Ending 
my career with a championship on our home 
court with all the fans who love and support us 
was perfect.” 

The WBI championship concludes a 22-
13 season for the Owls, a 13-win improvement 
from last season. Without drastically revamping 
the roster, this Rice basketball team succeeded 
with positive team chemistry and sharp 3-point 
shooting. According to Goodwine, this title is the 
culmination of tireless effort on the practice court 
all season. 

“Our team’s word this season was ‘relentless,’” 
Goodwine said. “Every day and every game we 
tried to be relentless and tried to reach our goals. 
We were never satisfied and worked to improve 
each game.” 

Despite the fans’ constant excitement all game, 
there was a scary moment in the middle of the 
fourth quarter after a collision involving Rainey 
and a UNC Greensboro player. Rainey laid down 
on the court clutching her knee in visible pain. 
She was carried off the court by the team’s medical 
staff. After the game concluded, the team’s third-
leading scorer was aided by her teammates and 
crutches as she awarded the privilege of being 
the last Owls player to cut down the nets. Rainey 
said the moment was one of the most emotional 
experiences of her life. 

“[Celebrating the victory] was amazing,” 

Rainey said. “Everyone started clapping when 
I cut down the nets, and that shows how much 
everyone cares about our team. I didn’t start crying 
because of my knee, I cried because everyone was 
supporting us until the very end.” 

Ending my careeer 
with a championship 
on home court with 
the fans who love 
and support us was 
perfect. 

Maya Hawkins
Senior Point Guard 

In the post game press conference, head coach 
Tina Langley remarked on the relentless effort of 
all of her players. According to Langley, this Owls 

squad will go down in history as one of Rice’s most 
hard-working basketball teams. 

“I could not be more proud of these young 
women,” Langley said. “It is such a blessing to 
be their coach. We learn from them just as they 
learn from us. Their character and work ethic is 
terrific. It is great to see our seniors go out with a 
championship.” 

The Owls will return three starters and nine 
players next season. Rice will also add Erica and 
Olivia Ogwumike, sisters who both transferred 
from Pepperdine University and sat out this 
season due to NCAA transfer rules. Erica was rated 
as a top-100 recruit in the class of 2015 by ESPN 
and earned First Team All-West Coast Conference 
honors as a freshman. With a confident returning 
group and an infusion of new talent, the Owls have 
a realistic chance to make noise in March next 
year. According to Hawkins, this championship is 
just the beginning of a dynasty that will succeed 
for years to come. 

“This is the foundation,” Hawkins said. “This 
is the beginning. We are leaving a program that is 
headed for excellence. It will be great to come back 
here and see this team’s legacy started with a WBI 
championship.” 

Senior Maya Hawkins takes a selfie with her teammates after Rice’s 74-62 victory over the University of North Carolina, Greensboro to win the 
Women’s Basketball Invitational. Hawkins was namd the MVP of the tournament and scored her 1,000th career point in the championship win. 

courtesy rice athletics 

The Final Kauntdown 
Don’t blame Rhoades for leaving; blame the NCAA for forcing him out 

One moment, Rice men’s basketball was 
celebrating its best season in over a decade. The 
next, it was lost. Last week, former Rice men’s 
basketball head coach Mike Rhoades took the 
job as head coach at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, leaving Rice looking for a new coach 
and speculating about potential transfers. It 
would make sense to feel betrayed. But it would 
be wrong to be angry at Rhoades for taking the 
job at VCU, because the NCAA is structured such 
that VCU presents him with his only chance at 
national success. 

The NCAA basketball landscape is built to 
favor the rich and demean the rest. A 68-team 
postseason basketball tournament sounds 
egalitarian, but in truth, it is far from it. Of the 
32 conferences represented in the 2017 NCAA 
tournament, only nine received more than one 
bid. Schools from these nine conferences took 
up 45 of the 68 spots. For conferences outside of 
those lucky nine leagues, only the postseason 
conference tournament champion qualified 
for the NCAA tournament because by rule, 
conference champions receive automatic bids. 

One of those unlucky conferences is 
Conference USA. The tournament champion 
Middle Tennessee State University Blue 
Raiders was the league’s only representative 
in the tournament. Shockingly, despite going 
30-4 in the regular season and knocking 
off multiple big-name opponents, the 
Blue Raiders received a No. 12 seed in the 
tournament. Given that the lowest seeded 
nonconference champion in the tournament 
was a No. 11 seed, this meant that had MTSU 

lost the conference tournament, it would not 
have been selected for the NCAA Tournament 
despite having a nearly perfect season. 

Rhoades saw this. Everybody in C-USA saw 
this. And it was a slap in the face. By seeding 
MTSU 12th, the selection committee for the 
NCAA tournament sent the message that no 
matter how good a season a team in C-USA has, 
it will not make the NCAA tournament unless 
it wins the crapshoot that is the conference 
tournament. Never mind that C-USA teams 
have won their opening game in the NCAA 
tournament each of the past three seasons. The 
conference, apparently, is simply is not talented 
or competitive enough for the committee to 
respect its teams. 

If the committee 
continues to treat 
C-USA like this, 
there will never be 
a program in the 
conference that can 
sustain success. 

If the committee continues to treat C-USA 
like this, there will never be a program in the 
conference that can sustain success. Not when 

an entire season depends on winning three 
consecutive games one weekend in March. If 
Middle Tennessee had run into a hot shooting 
opponent or a streaky shooter in the conference 
tournament, its once-in-a-generation season 
would have ended without a tournament berth. 
Rhoades recognized the absurdity of that. 

The only potential savior for C-USA would 
be an expansion of the tournament, and even 
that would not solve every problem. If the 
tournament is expanded to 96 teams, which is 
a proposal that is gaining increasing popularity 
in college basketball circles, more mid-major 
conferences will send teams to the tournament 
through at-large (nonconference champion) 
berths. The week before he left for VCU, Rhoades 
said to KPRC2 that he wished the NCAA would 
expand the tournament so more mid-major 
“Cinderella” teams would have chances to win. 

“In my opinion we need more teams,” 
Rhoades said. “There’s a lot more teams in 
Division I and there are a lot more schools 
putting money into building their basketball 
programs. Having a Cinderella team, those 
upsets are good for college basketball.” 

Rhoades now coaches at VCU, a school in 
a conference, the Atlantic 10, that sent three 
teams to this year’s tournament including VCU. 
The Rams have made the NCAA tournament 
seven years in a row because they do not have to 
rely on winning the conference tournament to 
qualify. In fact, VCU has only won the Atlantic 
10 tournament two of those seven years. 
Rhoades can now be confident that if his team 
succeeds in November, December, January and 

February, it will have a chance to compete for 
a national title regardless of what happens the 
first or second week of March. 

That was never going to be the case at Rice. 
For the foreseeable future, the Owls will have 
to win the conference tournament if they want 
to play in the NCAA tournament. It is not a 
formula for sustaining success. Rhoades knew 
he could never build a program that competed 
on a national stage, because the NCAA selection 
committee made it clear he could not. He did the 
best thing for his career. He made the decision 
any rational and informed coach would make. 

He left for the same reason the previous two 
C-USA coaches of the year left. Opportunity is 
elsewhere, not in C-USA and not in any of the 
22 other one-bid conferences. Every mid-major 
schools knows. So don’t blame Rhoades for 
leaving. Blame the NCAA for forcing him out. 

The Final Kauntdown is a column written by 
Andrew Grottkau. The opinions expressed in the 
column are solely his own. 

Andrew Grottkau 
isthe Thresher Sports 
Editoranda 
McMurtry 
College 
sophomore 

https://headedforexcellence.It
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DOMINANT 
DUO 

meet Rice’s 

courtesy rice athletics David Warren Tommy Bennett 

Juan Saldana 
Business Manager 

Tommy Bennett arrived at the car slightly 
late for the tennis team’s six-hour road trip to 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. By the time he reached 
the car, only the back middle seat had been left for 
him — leading to what Bennett said was a small 
disagreement with his friend and doubles partner, 
David Warren. 

“I kicked up a fuss because I am a fifth-year 
and my body is breaking down,” Bennett said. 

Warren interjected with a laugh, claiming 
Bennett had no grounds to argue. 

“He’s smaller than me though,” Warren 
said, referring to Bennett’s 5-foot-11 frame in 
comparison to his own 6-foot-3 height. 

This describes what Warren has come to 
refer to as a “mini-marriage” between him and 
Bennett. Like a compatible marriage, the two 
complement each other, both in play styles and in 
personality. While Warren said he prides himself 
on his composure during matches, Bennett is 
best known for his enthusiasm and yelling on 
the court, used to motivate his teammates and 
intimidate his opponents. 

“We have certain styles that complement each 
other, I think,” Warren said. “He’s really good 
from the baseline, which can help set me up at 
the net. He’s super fired up and his energy carries 
onto me as well. Those intangibles really make a 

big difference.” 
Bennett said his intensity helps to further 

motivate Warren and the rest of the team during 
both doubles and singles play. 

“I don’t have too much shame when it 
comes down to it,” Bennett said. “I don’t mind 
embarrassing myself slightly. I know I’m acting a 
little bit like a fool but if it helps us get going, I 
honestly don’t mind taking that role on.” 

that complement each 
We have certain styles 

other. 

David Warren 
Senior Tennis Player 

Bennett and Warren both agree doubles is 
almost a completely different game from singles 
and that allows them to thrive. Their coaches 
paired them together during the 2013-14 season 
due to the friendship that had quickly grown 
between them. However, Warren said the pair has 
not always had success. 

“Freshman year, we didn’t play well together 
at all,” Warren said. “I think we maybe played 

over 10 doubles matches together at the No. 1 spot. 
The coaches split us up and didn’t want to put us 
together [the] next year.” 

Bennett redshirted the following year due to 
injury, but as their junior years rolled around, 
they were once again placed together. This time, 
the pair found success and reached the NCAA 
Doubles Championship Tournament, losing in 
the first round. Warren reflects on their coach Efe 
Ustundag’s decision to pair them together again 
as a turning point. 

“As some of the guys started graduating, it 
made sense to try us together one more time, 
Warren said. “It was midway through last season, 
we just started clicking together. We won a couple 
of really good matches and got this momentum 
that carried well through last year and the NCAA 
tournament as well.” 

Now, as they finish off their final years of 
tennis at Rice, the two have their eyes on the 
NCAA Doubles Championship again. They are 
currently ranked the No. 28 doubles pair in the 
country, though they were as high as No. 11 earlier 
in the year. They have compiled a 13-7 record this 
year and were seeking an automatic All-American 
bid by placing in the top 8 in the country, a quest 
that was recently derailed by a string of losses. 
However, they could still achieve the All-American 
quest by a top-eight finish in the tournament — 
redemption after their first round loss last year. 

To reach the highest stage in doubles college 

tennis, Bennett said the duo focused on the 
closeness and friendship required to succeed — 
the same friendship that paired them as partners 
in the first place. 

“When times get tough in the doubles, it’s 
really easy to stop communicating,” Bennett 
said. “It’s nice when we play that when I’m 
angry at him I can let him know and he doesn’t 
take it personally and react and vice versa. If I’m 
slacking, he can tell me pick it up and I’m not 
going to get butthurt about it.” 

Looking forward post-graduation, Bennett 
plans to return to his home country of England to 
compete in professional tennis matches. Later, he 
plans to go into consulting. Warren has finished 
his four years of tennis eligibility but will be 
staying at Rice for another year to complete his 
chemical engineering degree and then plans on 
working in the energy sector. 

For now, Bennett and Warren go into the 
Conference USA tournament focused on their 
team’s success. They must wait until May for the 
chance to end their college careers as one of the 
best doubles teams in the nation. For Warren, the 
strength of their doubles pairing is heavily built 
on a simple love of the game. 

“It’s important not to overlook how well we get 
along off the court versus on the court,” Warren 
said. “[We are] able to just be good friends and 
enjoy our time out there and figure out ways to 
solve problems.” 

Four men’s basketball players plan to leave Rice 
Andrew Grottkau 

Sports Editor 

Rice men’s basketball lost four of its top players 
Monday and Tuesday when sophomore guard 
Marcus Evans, junior guard Egor Koulechov, 
junior guard Marcus Jackson and freshman 
forward Corey Douglas announced they are 
planning to depart after this school year. Evans, 
Koulechov and Jackson were the top three scorers 
on the team this season. Douglas missed most of 
the season due to injury but was widely regarded 
as Rice’s top freshman on this year’s team. 

All four players announced their decisions 
on Twitter. Evans said he is thankful for the 
opportunity Rice provided him. 

“I have learned so many lessons off and on 
the court that have made me the man I am today,” 
Evans said. “This has been the hardest decision 
of my life but I have decided to receive my release 
and transfer from Rice University.” 

In just two seasons with the Owls, Evans 

became the 12th Rice player to reach 1,000 career 
points, 200 rebounds, 200 assists and 100 steals. 
He was named to the First Team All-Conference 
USA in both of his seasons with the Owls and 
won the C-USA Freshman of the Year Award last 
season. On a per game basis, he led the nation in 
freshman scoring last year. 

According to a tweet by Evans’s father Aaron 
Evans, the decision to transfer was not made in 
response to the hiring of new head coach Scott 
Pera. 

“It would be wrong to make this about Coach 
[Pera],” Aaron Evans said in a tweet. “He is a great 
person and will be a great [head coach]. [The] 
team loves and respects him.” 

Evans will not be allowed to transfer to any 
C-USA schools or the University of Houston. 
He said he has already been contacted by St. 
John’s University, the University of Miami, North 
Carolina State University, Florida State University 
and Creighton University. Analysts such as 
Adam Coleman of the Houston Chronicle have 
also speculated that Evans may go to Virginia 

Commonwealth University to follow former head 
coach Mike Rhoades. He has not yet announced a 
decision at the time of print. 

Koulechov said on Twitter that leaving Rice 
was one of the most difficult decisions of his life. 
According to Koulechov, the hiring of Pera made 
his decision to leave even more difficult. 

“I love [Pera],” Koulechov said. “Make no 
mistake about it, Rice hired the right man. He is 
going to win here and his hiring had nothing to do 
with my decision. In fact, quite the opposite. His 
hiring is what made this such a difficult decision.” 

In two years at Rice, Koulechov complemented 
Evans as an equally talented 3-point shooter. He 
transferred to Rice from Arizona State University 
following his freshman year, then redshirted 
a year at Rice due to NCAA transfer rules. This 
season, he led the team in minutes and averaged 
18.2 points per game while starting every one of 
the Owls’ 35 contests. 

Jackson will graduate in May but has a fifth 
year of eligibility because he redshirted last 
season due to injury. He will use his last year of 

eligibility to play at a different university. Jackson 
averaged 12.2 points per game this past season, 
adding a third 3-point threat to the shooting duo 
of Evans and Koulechov. In an Instagram post 
on Monday, Jackson thanked Rice for his four 
years at the school and said he will be honored to 
become a Rice graduate. 

Douglas missed most of the season due to 
injury, but before being sidelined, he started 
eight of nine games at center. He averaged 4.4 
points and 3.8 rebounds in just over 17 minutes 
per game. 

Late Monday night, the Houston Chronicle 
reported that sophomore forward Marquez 
Letcher-Ellis has also received his release to 
transfer. Letcher-Ellis, however, is still considering 
returning to Rice despite being granted a release. 

The transfers are the first during Pera’s tenure. 
Recently, in college basketball, it has become 
common for players to transfer schools when a 
coach departs. Rice will now have to retool both 
its coaching staff and roster after its best season 
in 13 years. 
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TakealookatthesephotosfromBeerBikes 
past and see if you can spot all the hidden 
secrets! Answers to be posted on the Rice WITH THE BACKPAGE Thresher Backpage Facebook page. 

I spy... 
 3 RPC violations 

 A leader letting loose 

 Someone (or thing) having 
a little too much fun 

 A lost cowboy 

 Someone really ready for  A theft that’ll take a century 
the bike race! to repair 

 A double fister 

I spy...  Rice s pre 2000s  A not so incognito Randy  Egads! The imperial fleet! 
 A spicy ride! commitment to diversity Denton (Hint: Look for the  Waldo! 
 Denim  Someone wizzing by hair)  A lone rebel fighter 

The Backpage is edited by Joey McGlone and Riley Robertson. This week, Issac Schultz contributed and Christina Tan hella did.  For comments or questions, please email thirsty@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED 

TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and Energetic teach-
ers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible 
schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@testmasters. 
com. 

RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High School Math, 
Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay is based 
upon a variety of factors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

1999 MERCEDES BENZ E320 for sale. Full-size silver sedan 
with four wheel drive, automatic transmission, and perfect-
ly working air conditioning. Clean with odometer at 115,979. 
Priced at $3500 cash only. Please contact Debbie-schultz@ 
swbell.net 

RICE ALUMNI SEEKING SUMMER NANNY for sweet 4-month-
old baby girl. Live 10 minutes from Rice. Mon-Thur, 40 
hours/week, generous compensation. Perfect opportunity 
for student looking to stay in Houston for the summer. Please 
e-mail lela.c.farmer@gmail.com with interest. 

FOR RENT Small house, 7 blocks south of Rice. 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, plus bonus room/study. Central air, 1 car garage with 
remote, but discounted due to foundation problems. $1900/ 
mo + utilities. (713)628-4923 dgeorgesmd@gmail.com 

Shannon Klein 
The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any First copy free, second copy $5. Advertising Manager 

reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take responsibility for the Cash, check or credit card payment must accompany your classi- thresher-ads@rice.edu 
factual content of any ad. Printing an advertisement does not constitute fied advertisement, which must be received by 12 p.m. on the Friday P.O. Box 1892 
an endorsement by the Thresher. prior to publication. Houston, TX 77005-1892 

(713) 348-4801 
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