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2017-2018 residential college president elect profiles: see p. 3 and online 

CRUNCHING INVISIBLE TOURNEY 
NUMBERS STUDENTS TIME 
‘Proof’ packs an emotional punch, Low-income student issues could Men’sandwomen’sbasketballheadto 
despite stumbles be better addressed C-USAchampionships 
see A&E p. 6 see Ops p. 5 see Sports p. 9 

Moody Center’s lack of student art spaces concerns 
Negative space 

VADA students 

Lenna Mendoza 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

Two weeks after the Moody Center for the 
Arts’ opening celebration, the center’s planned 
inaugural performance of the visual and 
dramatic arts theater department’s production 
“Proof” was relocated to Hamman Hall instead. 

This development comes amid greater concern 
from several VADA students and a faculty 
member that the center may not serve their 
needs. 

‘Proof’ moves to Hamman Hall 
“Proof’s” location change from Moody to 

Hamman came less than three weeks before 

its March 1 opening night due to insufficient 
resources in Moody’s theater, according to 
director of “Proof” and theater professor 
Christina Keefe. Keefe said the performance 
space did not have resources such as a light 
board, lights, sound board, speakers or a 
washer in time for technical rehearsals. 

0see VADA, page 8 

jasmine zhou/thresher 

Mental health forum addresses survey results 
Alice Liu & Ruchi Gupta 

Thresher Staff & For the Thresher 

A Rice Alliance for Mental Health 
Awareness survey distributed to Rice 
undergraduates and graduates showed 
44.4 percent of respondents said they 
have lived or currently live with a men-
tal illness and 57 percent of respon-
dents agreed or strongly agreed that 
they felt comfortable talking about 
mental health on campus. Following 
the release of these results, RAMHA 
organized Rice’s first Mental Health 
Forum to raise awareness about mental 
health resources on campus and des-
tigmatize discussion regarding mental 
illnesses. 

A total of 338 students responded 
to the anonymous survey, including a 
disproportionate percentage of women, 
freshmen and graduate students. Co-
President Cindy Hwang said while the 
data is by no means representative of 
the student body, she was satisfied with 
the response rate, especially because 
mental health is such a difficult topic. 

RAMHA organized the survey and 
forum in conjunction with the SA 
Wellbeing Committee, the Women’s 
Resource Center and the Rice Health 
Advisors. 

“It was interesting to see this raw 
data from Rice because I don’t think it’s 
really been collected before,” Hwang, a 
Sid Richardson College senior, said. 

57 percent of 
respondents 
felt comfortable 
talking about 
mental health on 
campus. 

RAMHA Survey 

While most participants agreed 
with the statement “I feel mentally 
healthy,” 68 percent also felt at some 
point mental health had interfered with 
their daily life at Rice. 

At the forum, which had about 100 
attendees, students heard professors 
and staff from the Wellbeing Center 
speak on various topics regarding 
mental health from their respective 
fields, from sociology to psychiatry, 

and had the opportunity to initiate 
discussions on mental health with 
other students and the panelists 
themselves. 

“This event allowed students to 
broaden their knowledge on mental 
health and encouraged students to talk 
themselves,” Hwang said. 

Hwang said many student’s 
immediate response to mental health 
issues is to not do anything about it 
because these issues are so stigmatized, 
or because they feel they don’t need 
outside help and can manage it 
themselves. 

Each panelist shared their own 
stories and perspectives on mental 
health and said it was important to 
become better mental health activists, 
especially in a stress-prone university 
environment. 

Survey respondents’ average level 
of stress on a scale from 1 to 10 was 
6.28. Students almost universally cited 
academics as a top source of stress, 
with other major sources including 
future aspirations and extracurriculars. 

RAMHA Co-President Helen Wei 
said although a certain amount of 
academic stress at an upper level 
institution is inevitable, there is a 
surprisingly large amount of students 

who cited stress as having impacted 
their daily life. 

“One of the major differences we 
wanted to have people cognizant about 
is what is a healthy level of stress, and 
when does it get to be so much that 
you should seek help,” Wei, a Will Rice 
College junior, said. 

Approximately 81 percent of 
students who were found to have 
lived with or still live with a mental 
illness sought professional counseling. 
Depression and anxiety disorders were 
overwhelmingly perceived as the most 
common mental illnesses that students 
deal with at Rice. 

According to sociology professor 
Tony Brown, community-based 
epidemiologic studies suggest about 
half of people experience a clinical 
disorder at some point in their lifetime. 

“Yet, only half of persons with 
diagnosable disorders will ever get 
professional treatment,” Brown said. “I 
hope that, one day, taking care of one’s 
psychological well-being becomes as 
routine as brushing one’s teeth.” 

Laura Vargas, a Sid freshman, said 
the open discussion at the forum may 
help students feel more comfortable 
talking about issues regarding mental 

0see HEALTH, page 2 

UCourt 
extends part-
time student 

voting 
Elizabeth Rasich & Anna Ta 

Assistant News Editors 

University Court announced 
at the Student Association Senate 
meeting Monday night that the 
election for SA president would be 
extended five more days for those 
part-time students who did not 
originally receive a ballot. 

UCourt found the Elections 
Committee in violation of the SA 
constitution for removing former 
presidential candidate Maurice 
Frediere from the ballot and for 
preventing some part-time students 
from voting. SA President Griffin 
Thomas filed a complaint to UCourt 
on Feb. 28, after which Director of 
Elections Taylan Tuncata resigned. 

The ruling 
UCourt Chair Marcela Interiano 

said UCourt found the Election 
Committee in violation of three 
sections of the SA constitution: 
II.A.1, defining SA membership, 
XII.A.3, specifying voting eligibility 
and XII.B.4, stating ballot procedure. 

“Our ruling was essentially that 
the same ballot that has been sent 
out will be issued to the students 
who were excluded for five days,” 
Interiano, a Lovett College senior, 
said. “[We] wanted to make sure 
the election process happened — it 
would take its course as naturally as 
it could given the circumstances.” 

At Monday’s Senate meeting, 
McMurtry College President-elect 
Walden Pemantle raised concerns 
that would-be voters may not have 
submitted ballots, assuming UCourt 
would invalidate the election. 

“We were as thorough as possible 
in our investigation and at no point 
did this concern really come up,” 
Interiano said. “We focused more, as 
much as we could, on just keeping 
the election on course. Even though 
this was a concern, it didn’t play a 
huge role in our decision.” 

In her announcement to the 
Senate, Interiano said UCourt tried 
to avoid politicizing the decision. 

“I wanted to make sure that the 
court wasn’t focusing too much on 
how the decision would necessarily 
impact the political climate on 
campus,” Interiano said. “I wanted 
to stay as true as possible as to what 
was Constitutional and what we 
could do to best preserve the election 
as it stands.” 

UCourt member Jake Nyquist, an 
SA presidential candidate, recused 
himself from the case. Another 
member, Makenzie Drukker, also 
recused herself from the case 
because she said she had been a 
strong public supporter of Nyquist. 

“I didn’t want my presence to 
contribute to any idea that UCourt’s 
ruling was biased,” Drukker, a 
McMurtry senior, said. “It was a 
decision I took some time to make, so 
it doesn’t surprise or bother me that 
other active supporters of candidates 
didn’t recuse themselves.” 

Ramee Saleh, a UCourt member 
and self-described supporter of 
presidential candidate Justin 
Onwenu, did not recuse herself from 

0see UCOURT, page 4 
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STATE OF MENTAL HEALTH AT RICE 
HAVE YOU EVER SOUGHT DO YOU LIVE WITH 338 PROFESSIONAL MENTAL ILLNESS? 

COUNSELING? 55.6% RESPONDENTS 51.5% 48.5% 
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0HEALTH 
            FROM PAGE 1 

health in the future. 
“Hearing the personal experiences of the 

professors and the personal times when they’ve 
been down and reached out to someone else 
made me realize that even these successful 
adults have dealt with mental health issues,” 
Vargas said. 

The survey found perceptions of campus 
atmosphere surrounding mental health and on 
campus resource accessibility varied depending 
on the respondent’s own mental health. 48.7 
percent of people living with mental illness 
were comfortable discussing mental health, 
compared to the 64.4 percent of people without. 

With regards to campus resources, 35.3 
percent of people living with mental illness 
thought that mental health resources on 
campus suited their needs, compared to the 
48.9 percent of people without. 

Director of the Rice Student Wellbeing Office 
Agnes Ho said she hoped conversations from 
the forum continue in the future. 

“Participating in the forum was an 
opportunity to hear directly from students 
and work together to address their needs,” Ho 
said. “We hope that the forum can become an 
ongoing dialogue on campus and we support 
students and student organizations that 
continue this effort to build positive connections 
in our community.” 

Hwang said the data was decent for 
an informal student-organized survey, but 
implementing an official survey required for 
all Rice students would provide much more 
accurate and representative data of the numbers 
of students living with mental illnesses. 

“It’s important to have those numbers 
because they can help the campus and 
administrators decide what resources are 
actually needed and what people are looking 
for, and be able to cater towards that more 
specifically,” Hwang said. 

For more information about the services 
provided by the Wellbeing and Counseling 
Center, please visit the Gibbs Wellness Center, or 
their website, wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu, 
or call 713-348-3311. 

https://wellbeingandcounseling.rice.edu
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MEET THE PRESIDENTS 
Amber Dai and Shami Mosley, Thresher Staff and For the Thresher 

The new residential college SANTIAGO NATALIE 
presidents were elected last BAKER BROWN AVILA* SWANSON month and will officially be 
changed over at Student 
Association Senate on Monday, 
March 19. They shared their vision 
for next year and favorite aspects 
of their respective colleges. 

For more information on the 
presidents, go to ricethresher.org. 

Baker is looking at 
considerable turnover in 
the coming year with new 
masters and new RAs, so 
communication is going 
to play a key role in my 
presidency. 

As a president, it’s my job to 
represent my constituents 
– Bakerites. Beyond that, 
my background at Rice has 
been in supporting well-
being at the college 
level, an area I am 
likely to continue 
to contribute to in 
the SA. 

We are kicking off a long-term 
strategic planning initiative that 
will parallel the V2C2. This will help 
redefine college values and will 
steer the course of the college 
over the next five to 10 years. 

Recently, we’ve seen our 
community values threatened 
and so the administration, 
colleges and the Student 
Association have had to 
act. I am committed 
to effectively 
representing Brown 
in conversations 
that pertain to our 
community values. 

*re-elected 

ISABELDUNCAN ALISON 
My goal is to make sure 
Duncaroos feel their voices are 
valued whether or not they 
hold an official role in Duncan 
government. I also hope to 
strengthen our connection to 
Duncan alumni and hopefully 
start our first donor endowment. 

I hope to work with our senator 
to make SA topics more 
relevant to Duncan and to 
foster discussion. I want 
to be a representative 
of my peers and to 
justly communicate 
my college’s views in 
campus wide issues. 

HANSZEN 
I plan to restructure the 
budget to better reflect the 
priorities of the college, and 
making the college more 

administration to more 
heavily invest in the 
residential college 
system. 

JACK 
TOUPS 

SCOTTY JONES STEVENS 
One of my goals is ensuring 
Jonesians have their opinions 
heard by the administration. 
Jones is also getting new masters 
next year. I will make sure 
the Achards get the amazing 
send-off they deserve, and Dr. 
Hafner’s family is welcomed. 

It is imperative I represent 
Jones well in campuswide 
government. I am interested as 
a past social and CJ to see 
how APAC discussions 
create change, and 
how we as students 
can mend our 
relationship with SJP. 

TESSA LOVETT FRIES 
One of my biggest pushes for 
this year will be accessibility 
in two forms: accessibility of 
CC members to the college 
and accessibility to the Rice 
and Lovett experiences by all 
individuals. 

I plan on stimulating 
intercollege discussions 
on campuswide issues 
and translating the Lovett 
community’s sentiments to 
the SA. I’m also excited 
about and committed 
to actively working on 
special committee 
initiatives. 

DYLAN MARTEL DICKENS 
I plan to make the Martel 
government more accessible and 
change the narrative from “only 
elected and active members of 
Martel can get stuff done” to 
“ANY Martelian can and should 
participate in decisions and 
help come up with ideas.” 

My primary role in the SA will 
be to represent the interests 
of Martelians, though I do 
hope to take an active 
role in campuswide 
government. I hope to 
bring a constructively 
critical outside eye to 
the SA. 

WALDEN McMURTRY PEMANTLE 
I helped draft our initiative to be 
more accessible to students of 
low socioeconomic status.Ideally, 
nothing at McMurtry will cost 
more than a nominal amount by 
the end of my term. There’s a lot 
to be done to make everyone at 
McMurtry feel spoken for by EC 
and to make voices more diverse. 

Improving the alcohol policy 
is my first campuswide 
priority. I hope to keep 
conversation going 
on issues like better 
compensation for 
O-Week coordinators 
and campus safety. 

GRIFFINSID RICH PALMER 
I’d like to have more frequent 
smaller events at Sid. We 
have fantastic spaces around 
the college we rarely use. I’d 
like to get the associates and 
RA’s more involved within 
the college and reconnect 
the general Sid body to Sid’s 
government. 

I’ve had the opportunity to 
understand how different 
organizations work around 
campus. I will use this 
to represent Sid’s 
interest campuswide 
and make sure 
the community is 
heard. 

TAY WIESS JACOBE 
I’m focused on: Inclusivity, 
especially of groups that may 
feel not included by Wiess’ 
current culture; accountability, 
accessibility and availability of 
student government members; 
and thoughtful consideration 
of our traditions, legislation 
and culture and how it could be 
improved. 

In past years, Wiess has been 
relatively disconnected 
from the SA, and I’m 
hoping to improve 
that and encourage 
engagement with 
the SA. 

MICHAELWILL RICE DEVINE 
I hope to continue discussion about 
low-income accessibility and other 
minority concerns, to draw upon the 
different communities at Will Rice 
and be an approachable president. 
I wish to be a president Will Rice 
can trust and expect action and 
support from. 

I have been given the 
opportunity to be a voice for 
those at Will Rice. I hope 
to accurately represent 
their views, address 
issues in a balanced 
manner and be active 
in discussions at 
Senate. 

welcoming to everyone, both 
physically and financially. 

I plan to be a representative 
of my college, fighting for 
what my fellow Hanszenites 
believe in. I also intend on 
helping make the push for 

https://ricethresher.org
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Rice community remembers alum JP Griffith 
Jaecey Parham 

Thresher Staff 

James Patrick Griffith, a McMurtry College 
alumnus, passed away unexpectedly on Feb. 
27. Griffith, known by his friends as “JP,” 
was training to become a flight instructor 
when he was involved in a plane crash near 
Denver, Colorado. A Denver native, Griffith is 
survived by his parents, Bill and Emma, and 
siblings Gracie and Griff. 

Griffith graduated in 2016 with a degree 
in chemical and biomolecular engineering 
and a minor in business. Griffith’s myriad of 
interests went beyond the classroom. He is 
remembered by close friends as fun-loving, 
intrepid and above all passionate. 

Kyle Giubbini (McMurtry ’16), recalled 
a few of Griffith’s varied interests as the 
outdoors, climbing, kayaking, scuba, flying, 
brewing, photography and filmmaking. Most 
of all, Giubbini said, Griffith cared about 
people. 

“[It] made him seem invincible, [and] 
convinced you that anything was possible 

and I think he truly believed that he could 
accomplish anything he tried,” Giubbini 
said. “I think he wanted the people around 
him to feel the same way. Like they could do 
anything, they could live without fear, and 
just chase their dreams without worrying 
about failure or what other people thought.” 

Fellow McMurtry alumnus and friend Will 
Eldridge (’16) said Griffith had an ability to 
truly influence the lives of others. 

“JP will be remembered as an individual 
who brought happiness and excitement 
to others,” Eldridge said. “People loved 
being around JP and will always cherish 
the beautiful impact he had on their lives. 
“Four years with JP helped me approach life 
with fewer worries and more hopes. Perhaps 
even more importantly, he taught me the 
importance of good beer.” 

Cesar Udave (McMurtry ’16) said he will 
never stop celebrating Griffith’s life. 

“James Patrick Griffith inspired me and 
many other not to take life too seriously, while 
keeping in sight one’s true objective in life: to 
be happy,” Udave said. “His positive energy, 

contagious smile and strong inclination for 
adventure collectively manifested a purpose 
for obtaining happiness in life. The guy who 
taught a brewing class at Rice, mapped out 
the entire steam tunnels, slept on the side 
of mountains during his arduous hikes, 
pursued his dream of becoming a pilot, 
kayaked along brutal waters and never 
turned down an adventure is no longer with 
us, but the impact he left on many of his 
classmates friends, and family will forever 
remain.” 

Eldridge, Giubbini and Charlie Greulich 
(McMurtry ‘16) collectively wrote a eulogy in 
which they described Griffith’s aspirations to 
become a pilot. 

“[He would be] flying around the U.S., 
stopping at his favorite national parks and 
breweries. With his incredible intelligence 
and drive, JP would’ve made an amazing 
pilot and so much more.” 

Services for Griffith were held on March 
4 in Denver, Colorado. Contributions may be 
made to Colorado Fourteeners Initiative at 
www.14ers.org. 

courtesy jp griffith facebook 

‘James Patrick Griffith inspired me and many others not to take life too seriously, while keeping in sight one’s true objective in life: to be happy. 
His positive energy, contagious smile and strong inclination for adventure collectively manifested a purpose for obtaining happiness in life.’ 

0UCOURT
            FROM PAGE 1 

the proceedings. 
“In no way did the Court, myself included, 

consider the effects of our decision on any 
individualcandidate’scampaignorontheoutcome 
of the election past being the least disruptive to the 
integrity of the elections period already underway,” 
Saleh, a Sid Richardson College sophomore, said. 

UCourt member Emily Abdow also recused 
herself from the case due to her position on the 
Thresher’s editorial board. 

Exclusion of part-time students 
During the UCourt hearing, SA Secretary Sonal 

Pai said she and Tuncata decided to exclude part-
time students after a conversation with Associate 
Director of Student Activities Kristen Ernst and the 
Office of Institutional Effectiveness. 

“We were under the assumption that we could 
decide which group of people got to vote,” Pai, a 
Hanszen College sophomore, said. “I remember 
this conversation about how we didn’t think part-
timestudentswereinvolvedintheRicecommunity. 
We didn’t consult with anyone, just went through 
the decision from that conversation.” 

According to the UCourt evidence packet, 
Tuncata, a Hanszen freshman, met once with 
the previous Director of Elections Brianna Singh, 
but did not consult with her again after this 
year’s change in voting system from Owlection to 
Qualtrics. 

Thomas said historically, the Elections 
Committee had not been given a choice of whom to 
include in the voting rolls. 

“From my understanding from talking to a 
number of previous directors of elections over the 
past week since this issue arose, they would take 
a list of undergraduate students and never fully 
presented with a full litany of options [like] this 
time,” Thomas said. 

Section XII.A.3 of the SA constitution states that 
all members of the SA, which Section II.A.1 defines 
as all undergraduates, are eligible to vote in any 
SA election. In the past, part-time undergraduates 
have been eligible to vote. 

Removal of Frediere from the ballot 
The Elections Committee removed Frediere 

from the ballot after he announced via Facebook 
video that he was exiting the race. However, 
according to the SA constitution, the Senate must 
approve any changes to the ballot. Section XII.B.4 
of the constitution states that “The director of 
elections shall present the ballot for each election, 

including a list of all candidates for each position.” 
Tuncata said that he was not aware that it was 

unconstitutional to make any changes to the ballot 
after it was approved by Senate. 

“From [the time of Frediere’s announcement], 
maybe just the next day, I just shot [Pai] a text that 
just said, listen, what should we do about this? 
Should we take him off the ballot, and she said, 
yeah, I think that makes sense,” Tuncata said. 
“And then on that Monday the ballot was released 
without Senate approval.” 

Ernst said she received a text from Pai the day 
prior to the ballot being released saying that she 
and Tuncata had decided to remove Frediere from 
the ballot. 

“I asked if it was [unconstitutional] and at the 
time they thought it wasn’t an issue,” Ernst said. 

Thomas said that soon after the ballot was 
released, he noticed Frediere had been removed 
and was alerted by several college presidents that 
part-time students hadn’t received a ballot. 

“I’m most concerned with making sure that 
those who are members of the Student Association 
have the opportunity to vote,” Thomas said. 

UCourt asked Thomas whether he was seeking 
an extension or invalidation of the election, and 
he said he was indifferent. 

“Whatever you think is most fair and gets us 
the best results,” Thomas said. 

Distribution 
requirements 

under scrutiny 
Emily Abdow 

News Editor 

The Faculty Senate Working Group 
on General Education and Distribution 
Requirements is proposing three major 
changes to the Distribution Requirements: 
reducing general education requirements 
from 36 credit hours to 30 hours, revising 
the language for each distribution group 
and placing the Course Review Committee 
from each of the six schools in charge of 
recommending courses for distribution credit. 

According to the working group’s draft 
proposal, the group formed in December 
2016 due to growing discontent among 
students and faculty with the current 
distribution system. 

The proposal cites a lack of defined 
goals, difficulty meeting the 36 hour 
requirements under the new 18-hour credit 
cap, an inconsistency in identifying courses 
for distribution and professors utilizing the 
distribution classification to influence class 
sizes as issues with the current system as causes 
for discontent. In addition, the proposal states 
that the current requirement for First-Year 
Writing-IntensiveSeminarstocarrydistribution 
credit has led to limits on interdisciplinary 
FWISes and dissatisfaction among humanities 
professors as a disproportionate amount of 
FWISes carry D1 credit. 

[Accessibility] does not 
mean excluding upper-
division courses. 

Rushi Bhalani 
Working Group Member 

Under the new proposal, the reduction to 
30 hours would include nine hours in each 
distribution area in addition to the three-
credit-hour FWIS. In the current system, 
students take 12 hours in each distribution 
area and FWIS carries distribution and fulfills 
part of the distribution requirements. 

According to Rushi Bhalani, who 
represents the Student Association on the 
working group, the language revisions to the 
Purpose of the Distribution Requirements 
statement as well as the individual 
distribution requirement groups serve the 
purpose of making distribution courses both 
accessible to non-majors and broad based. 

“[Accessibility] does not mean excluding 
upper-division courses,” Bhalani, a Baker 
College sophomore, said. “One of the leading 
maxims we use is: If this is the [only] course 
a student will take in this department, what 
would they get out of it?” 

Currently distribution courses are 
identified by consensus among the deans, 
but the draft proposal states that in practice, 
courses are only identified within the 
individual schools. According to Bhalani, 
deans often approve the list of distribution 
courses from the previous year instead of 
evaluating additional courses, but the draft 
proposal addresses this by tasking the course 
review committee for each school with 
recommending distribution courses. 

“Deans are not paying attention at the level 
that they should at the moment,” Bhalani 
said. “Every school has a school course 
review committee and they have agreed to 
take on the task of reviewing courses in the 
school. It’s a much more streamlined process 
where people inside each school have heard 
about which courses should and should not 
be distribution at a comprehensive level.” 

www.14ers.org
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Moody must listen to VADA 
From its inception, the Moody Center has 

touted itself as an exciting arts addition to the 
Rice community and a means through which 
to enhance students’ education. In light of this 
valuable mission, the Moody Center’s shortcom-
ings in supporting student art, despite a general 
lack of adequate spaces on campus for students 
to display or perform art, is disappointing. 

“Proof’s” move from its intended space in 
the Moody to Hamman Hall due to the Center’s 
lack of preparation (see p. 1) is concerning. The 
Center’s inability to provide the resources nec-
essary to put on a production they committed to 
months in advance is alarming. 

Further, considering the executive director of 
the Moody’s nebulous non-answer to the inclu-
sion of student artwork in the future, along with 
the fact that student organizations will have to 
pay a fee for utilizing the Center’s theater space, 
the promises of Moody as an “additive space” 
for artwork on campus ring rather hollow. 

Over and over again, the Rice administra-
tion, including President Leebron, has lauded 
the Moody Center as an exciting addition to our 
school’s arts community, but what use is this 
space if it remains largely inaccessible to dis-
playing student art and cooperating with stu-
dent artists? How can we boast about the Moody 
Center’s many resources when our university, to 
this day, still does not have a black box theater, 
a basic staple in the dramatic arts? 

Numerous visual and dramatic arts students 
and faculty have voiced concern over the Moody 
Center not serving students needs. In response, 
the Moody director condescendingly wonders 
whether the VADA department have pursued 
grants and fundraising in recent years. If any-
thing, this response reflects that the Moody Cen-
ter does not hear the needs of the student arts 
community, or it simply does not care. We hope 
it’s not too late for the Moody Center to listen to 
students and reassess its priorities. 

Letter to the Editor: 
Who does the SA work for? 

There’s almost no denying this Student 
Association election has been a total disaster. 
From the alleged intervention of non-university 
affiliatedpoliticalgroupstotherecentmudslinging 
between the two major presidential candidates, 
this campaign cycle has begun to look more like 
a scene from a Michael Moore documentary than 
a student government election. Some may believe 
the remedial actions the SA has taken in the 
past few weeks, the appeal of the election to the 
University Court and the reworking of SA bylaws 
to disallow third-party funding, solved these 
problems. This is simply not the case. The recent 
resignation of Director of Elections Taylan Tuncata 
is proof. 

Let’s review past Rice elections. In 2014, 
the Student Association Elections Committee 
gave any student with a NetID access to the 
SA election ballot, allowing some alumni and 
graduate students to vote. University Court 
found the SA Elections Committee excluded 
a McMurtry College senior from voting and 
held non-transparent meetings about student 
campaigns. UCourt decided all three of these 
charges violated the SA constitution and ordered 
the SA to rehold the election. Despite this fiasco, 
no one on the SA Elections Committee was 
forced to resign. 

So why did Taylan Tuncata resign? In his 
resignation letter, Taylan cited violations of 
SectionsXII.B.4andXII.A.3.oftheSAconstitution 
as the official reason for his stepping down. 
These sections describe ambiguous and vague 
regulations on balloting and voting eligibility. 
For instance, the constitution defines eligible 
voters as “members of the Student Association” 
and Student Association members as “all 
currently enrolled undergraduate students.” 
Is a student taking a semester off an enrolled 
undergraduate? Is a 50-year-old Houstonian 
taking a three-hour art class an undergraduate? 
These are hard questions to answer even by 

senior members of the SA administration. So 
why was Tuncata, a wide-eyed and excited 
First-Year Representative, forced to take the fall 
for vague policies overlooked by even senior 
members of the administration? It certainly does 
not sound like the culture of care. It sounds like 
leaders of the SA covering up their own mistakes 
by blaming an easy scapegoat. 

My goal is not to defame the SA or any of the 
presidential candidates. I wish to underscore 
that it’s the SA’s duty to investigate and resolve 
any potential conflicts of interest and give all its 
members equal treatment especially in cases with 
precedents. Where in this case is the transparency 
and student engagement SA leaders constantly 
tout as their core principles? SA President 
Griffin Thomas has already denied allegations 
of favoritism towards write-in candidate and 
current SA External Vice President Hannah Todd, 
but if he sincerely means this, why does he not 
offer a better account of the events before the 
resignation of Tuncata? Why did presidential 
candidate Justin Onwenu allege that Thomas has 
a “vested interest” in giving Todd a chance at a full 
campaign by nullifying this election? 

So, who does the SA work for? Does 
it work for the president and the elected 
administration? Does it work for only the 
senators and representatives who choose 
to closely follow presidential directive? I 
don’t know. I do know Taylan Tuncata was a 
dedicated and passionate member of the SA 
and the Rice community whose reputation 
was needlessly tarnished. No election is worth 
the defamation of a Rice student. No election 
is worth undermining democracy and basic 
human kindness. And what is especially clear 
is that the SA most definitely did not work for 
Taylan Tuncata. 

Matthew Archibald 
Will Rice College freshman 

ask 
merri
webster

& 
I got in trouble with SJP. How do I break 

the news to my parents? 

Merri: For better or worse, this isn’t third 
grade anymore, and you’re not sent to the 
principal’s office to call home to explain to your 
parents that you kicked a kid on the playground. 
Assuming you’re not a minor, you are an adult 
responsible for your own decisions, and this 
includes the whether, when and how to tell 
your parents if you’re involved in a disciplinary 
issue — or any major incident that happens in 
your time at Rice. 

You’re the expert on the relationship 
between you and your parents, so you’ll have 
to carefully evaluate how they might react, 
whether it’ll change your relationship, whether 
you need their support or advice while you’re 
interacting with SJP, and so on. If you’ve already 
decided to tell them, you generally can’t go 
wrong telling your side of what happened, 
taking responsibility for any consequences, 
letting them know that it doesn’t mean your 
life is completely ruined and reassuring them it 
won’t happen again. 

Webster: SJP can’t tell your parents what’s 
going on, so you have options depending on 
how you screwed up. If you’re being dinged for 
pissing on Will Rice, drop the news over brunch 
and share a laugh about it. If you were snorting 
coke out of your roommate’s ass ... well, it’s 
probably best for everyone if you keep your 
mouth shut. 

“Ask Merri and Webster” is an advice 
column authored by two Thresher editorial 
staff members. Readers can email their 
inquiries to thresher@rice.edu. 

Letter to the Editor: A few ideas to help low-income students thrive 
The first time I felt patronized and pitied 

because of my economic background at Rice 
happened in a conversation with a peer in the first 
few weeks of school. The other student explained 
his dad’s career, then naturally asked what my 
parents do. Gently emphasizing that I come from 
a single-parent household, I told him my mom is 
a personal trainer. Even though I am very proud 
of my mom and how far she has come, I saw the 
unmistakable pity in his eyes as he said to me, 
“Wow! You must have worked so hard to get here.” 

Reading the recent Thresher article on 
mobility metrics, I encountered the term “poor 
students” to describe students from low-income 
backgrounds. Definitions of “poor” include: small 
in worth, exciting pity, inferior in quality. These do 
not define students of low-income backgrounds. 
The common use of this language, which depicts 
low-income students as helpless and pitiable, 
reveals the deeper sentiment of some people from 
more socio-economically privileged backgrounds. 
I, and I am sure my low-income peers, do not 
feel poor. That we overcame so many hurdles to 
make it to an amazing university speaks to our 
hardworking, motivated and resilient traits, not 
our supposed need to be pitied. 

This election cycle has also reminded me how 
low-income students are treated like buzzwords. 

STAFF 
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First and foremost I want to applaud the 
incredible work the university has already done in 
creating the Student Success Initiatives office, the 
Rice Emerging Scholars Program, the Sustaining 
Excellence in Research Scholars program and 
numerous other programs and resources for low-
income students. However, many vocal people 
seem out of touch with low-income students 
and their actual needs. For example, popular 
suggestions to increase low-income accessibility 
are to make Saturday dinners cheap and available 
and to subsidize college activities. These excellent 
goals are very short term. Saving 10 dollars a 
week on food will not help low-income students 
prepare for medical school, help us acclimate to 
the world of industry which can often be novel, 
or allow us to experience cool and life-changing 
opportunities like summer travel programs. 

More effective suggestions would be 
advertising options already available for Rice 
students. Based on the article titled “Is the Rice 
experience accessible?” from August of last year, 
most students seem unaware of the scholarships 
available for things like Alternative Spring Break, 
unpaid internships, travel grants, opportunities 
for free housing during the summer and a 
multitude of other options. We still have a long 
way to go to truly equalize opportunities across 
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students from different backgrounds. Summer Immediately connecting these students 
classes at Rice are incredibly expensive, test prep with mentors would greatly aid their transition 
courses continue to be a privilege for those who and ensure they would never feel alone. While 
can afford them and not every opportunity at Rice 
can be subsidized by scholarships and grants. 
Examining these long-term disparities would 
make a larger impact in the lives of students from 
low-income backgrounds. 

are left out of the 
Low-income students 

conversation. 
Finally, low-income students seem invisible at 

this university. As a gopher during O-Week 2016, 
I shared with my head fellows that I am from 
a low-income background. I was eager to be a 
resource for new students coming from a similar 
background. However, the rigidity of O-Week and 
a lack of understanding of the importance of a 
peer mentor for low-income students prevented 
me from meeting new students that could 
have benefitted from a chat with a student like 
themselves. 

The Rice Thresher, the official student newspaper 
at Rice University since 1916, is published each 
Wednesday during the school year, except during 
examination periods and holidays, by the students of 
Rice University. 

Letters to the Editor must be received by 5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to publication and must be signed, 
including college and year if the writer is a Rice 
student. The Thresher reserves the rights to edit 
letters for content and length and to place letters on 
its website. 

many clubs on campus connect students from 
underprivileged backgrounds (e.g., FirstGen, 
QuestBridge), students must seek out these 
resources on their own. For a new student 
whose parents never went to college, navigating 
the basics of college life is difficult enough in 
the first weeks of school. O-Week is the perfect 
time to connect these students with people who 
understand what they are going through, and can 
help. 

Low-income students are left out of 
the conversation about giving us the same 
opportunities as our peers. Some perceive us 
as needy while others are good-intentioned but 
misguided. A vast network of resources already 
exists at Rice. These existing resources must be 
enhanced and advertised to students who could 
benefit from them. This action all starts with 
connecting low-income students so they can help 
each other. Instead of pitying us, give us a voice, 
connect us to the right resources, and we will do 
what we feel needs to be done for ourselves. 

Talia Kramer 
Wiess College sophomore 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the 
Thresher editorial staff. All other opinion pieces represent 
solely the opinion of the piece’s author. 

Editorial and business offices are located on the second 
floor of the Ley Student Center: 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 
Phone (713) 348-4801 
Email: thresher@rice.edu 
Website: www.ricethresher.org 

The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA and CMBAM 
© Copyright 2016 
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jasmine zhou/thresher 

Moody Center opening promi 
‘interdisciplinary’ art 

Naomi Pringle 
Thresher Staff 

Following the closing of the Rice Gallery, 
which is currently displaying its final exhibit, 
came the opening of the Moody Center for the 
Arts, an expansive building costing $30 million 
and spanning 50,000 square feet. The center 
envisions an interdisciplinary art experience 
that will attract both Rice students and the 
Houston community. 

The wealth and diversity of facilities that the 
Moody Center boasts is impressive. The center 
houses spaces for art forms of many different 
media, complete with a studio theater, a gallery 
for experimental performance, classrooms and 
even a cafe. Its standout feature is the lab at 
the center of the building, which includes wood 
and metal shops, a paint booth and a library. 
The lab has a feel of the Oshman Engineering 
Design Kitchen with an art-centered twist, and 
the potential for innovation is palpable. The 

residence program, Mona Hatoum, reflects this 
emphasis on artistic diversity, having worked in 

nistiarts’Moodythenipateicipartst toiartfi rst 

sculpture, performance and video. Though far 
from the center of Rice campus, the opportunity 
that the Moody Center has to offer will surely 
provide enough of a draw to interest students. 

The Moody’s vision of interdisciplinary art, 
combining technology and art, is promising 
in its premise, but at the opening at least, fell 
somewhat flat. The concept of “futuristic” art 
was at the forefront of each display, and any 
other message the artwork may have presented 
seemed lost in the shadow of its technological 
focus. Rice has put considerable emphasis 
on science and technology programs. To see 
it feature so prominently in the drive to, in 
President David Leebron’s words, “demonstrate 
Rice’s commitment to the arts,” feels more 
like an infringement than an interdisciplinary 
collaboration. Rather than a commitment to 
the arts, the opening smarts of an attempt to 
emulate “peer institutions.” The Moody Center 
has ample time to follow these underwhelming 
exhibits up with art that doesn’t so blatantly 
seek to prove its relevance in the digital age, and 
hopefully as the center finds its footing, exhibits 
will diversify. 

ses 

Similarly concerning is the fact that despite 
the sweeping grounds of the Moody, there 
is not a single place designated to display 
student art. Currently, the only facility Rice 
maintains for exhibiting student art is tucked 
away in the bottom floor of Sewall Hall, in the 
diminutive Matchbox Gallery. Walking through 
the expansive halls of the Moody, often there is 
the feeling of wasted space. With so many empty 
areas, it seems unreasonable that there has been 
no space at all allocated for student art. This is 
especially disappointing given the substantial 
resources that have been funneled into the 
Moody Center and the supposed emphasis on 
asserting Rice’s dedication to its art programs. 

With such exemplary facilities and resources, 
the Moody has considerable potential. If it is 
able to respond and adapt to the needs of the 
Rice community, it doubtless has the ability to 
achieve its goal of becoming a beacon for the 
arts on Rice campus that can both foster art on 
campus and connect it to the larger Houston 
community. The Moody Center can be visited 
Tuesday through Saturday between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

‘The Beginning of Everything’: Drawing as a common language 
Lily Wulfemeyer 

For the Thresher 

Walking into “The Beginning of Everything: 
Drawings from the Janie C. Lee, Louisa Stude 
Sarofim, and David Whitney Collections” at the 
Menil, the physical arrangement of the exhibit 
provides a shock to the viewer’s eye. Relatively 
small framed portraits grace the space, and 
are dwarfed by the white expanse of wall so 
that it’s almost easy to become mindlessly 

lost in the negative space. But, eventually, the 
concentrated intensity of the drawings captures 
the eye with  their almost incalculable beauty. 

The installation features nearly 100 pieces 
created between the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, some from local artists. Its title derives 
from the quote by artist Ellsworth Kelly, “When 
I see a white piece of paper, I feel like I’ve got 
to draw. And drawing, for me, is the beginning 
of everything.” This idea of drawing as a 
starting point is infused throughout the exhibit. 

Certainly, the viewer is greeted with visually 
pleasing pieces that champion representational 
accuracy and compositional plenitude. Yet, 
they are paired with fascinating counterparts: 
canvases displaying underdeveloped figures 
and preliminary sketches with numerical 
dimensions. Some pieces even sport written 
plans for future pieces based on the sketch. 
These incomplete drawings functioning as 
blueprints are just as beautiful as “complete” 

0see MENIL, page 7 

‘Proof’ fascinates 
despite acting 
missteps 

Cannon Lewis 
Thresher Staff 

We can all agree that math is difficult. 
As a math major myself, I spend more time 
completely out of my depth than confidently 
solving problems. This difficulty is precisely 
why we are fascinated by mathematicians; in 
them, we see our natural tendencies to fanatical 
obsessionandself-sacrificeplayedoutonascale 
almost indistinguishable from insanity. Despite 
some deficiencies in acting, the Rice Theatre 
Program’s production of “Proof” is a fascinating 
examination of one such personality and the 
warped world of professional mathematics. 

Though some 
emotional beats fail 
to hit as hard as they 
could, the play packs 
enough complexity 
and surprise that the 
whole is still intensely 
affecting. 

Written by David Auburn, “Proof” is the 
story of Robert, a famous mathematician 
played by McMurtry College resident associate 
Brad Blunt, and his equally gifted daughter 
Catherine, played by Lovett College senior Mei 
Tan. When Robert is afflicted by mental illness 
in Catherine’s teens and early 20s, she defers 
going to college in order to take care of him 
until he dies. “Proof” explores the days after 
Robert’s death, as Catherine is confronted by 
her father’s legacy, the possibility of her own 
mental instability and her own identity as a 
mathematician. Into this emotional whirlwind 
steps Hal, an erstwhile graduate student of 
Robert’s played by McMurtry junior Matthew 
Buchholz, and Catherine’s estranged sister 
Claire, played by Lovett sophomore Hannah 
Tyler.Theplayasawholeissomewhatformulaic 
in its impression of the troubled mathematician, 
a stereotype familiar to anyone who has seen 
“A Beautiful Mind,” but the focus on Catherine 
provides a unique perspective which keeps 
“Proof” from succumbing to cliche. 

With only four characters and located 
exclusively in Catherine’s backyard, “Proof” is 
a quite sparse play that depends on its actors 
to convey the conflict not directly visible on 
stage. Due to her internal conflict, much of 
Catherine’s dialogue comprises short, staccato 
bursts of one- or two-word sentences. This kind 
of dialogue demands an actor with a mastery of 
subtlety in expression to avoid monotony, and 
unfortunately Tan is not up to the task. Much of 
her performance exists in one of two extremes: 
extreme apathy and reticence in speech, or 
full-blown, screaming rage. Similarly, Tyler’s 
performance of Claire’s nagging but well-
intentioned dialogue lacks any real emotional 
range, and comes off as perpetually patronizing 
and disinterested. As roughly half of the play 
consists of interactions between Tyler and Tan, 
one is left with an overwhelming impression 
of monotony. In sharp contrast, Blunt and 

0see PROOF, page 7 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

ABC ETC. 
On Thursday, March 9, 

Matchbox Gallery will close out 
Hayden Right’s installation of 
ideograms based on the Roman-
English alphabet. The reception 
starts at 7 p.m. and will have food, 
drink and live music. 

Matchbox Gallery 
6100 Main St. 

STORY SLAM 
The Houston Public Library is 

putting on The Moth StorySlam, a 
monthly performance of stories with 
durations under five minutes. Tickets 
are $10, this month’s performance is 
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14. 

Warehouse Live 
813 St. Emanuel St. 

themoth.org 

HOUSTON 
JEWISH FILM 

FESTIVAL 
The 13th annual Houston Jewish 

Film Festival runs from March 5-19, 
showing 27 of the best Jewish and 
Israeli films. Prices will vary from film 
to film, check the schedule online for 
more details. 

Various Locations 
erjcchouston.org/filmfest 

PROJECT DANCE 
HOUSTON 

A free live dance performance 
organized by Ad Deum Dance 
Company will take place on Jones 
Lawn at Discovery Green on 
Saturday, March 11. The all-day 
dance concert lasts from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and will feature a number of 
dance groups. 

Discovery Green 
1500 McKinney St. 
discoverygreen.com 

https://discoverygreen.com
https://erjcchouston.org/filmfest
https://themoth.org
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‘A United Kingdom’ explores 
unconditional love under apartheid 

courtesy comingsoon 

Maddie Flavin pressures are tightened, Seretse and Ruth 
Thresher Staff relentlessly continue the fight to build not only 

a family but also a new home. 
In 2016, two countries debuted two different In films as intimate as these, it is the 

films about interracial couples. The first, performances that bring the action. As the first 
“Loving,” tells the story of Richard Loving and couple of what became present-day Botswana, 
Mildred Jeter, whose love paved the way for Oyelowo and Pike add another wonderful 
legalizing interracial marriages in America. performance to each of their repertoires. As 
Like “Loving,” the second film, Amma Asante’s Seretse, Oyelowo conveys how personal the 
“A United Kingdom,” now playing stateside, film’s subject matter is for both character 
focuses on the bond between two progressive and actor. One half of an interracial couple 
people of different races growing up in times himself, Oyelowo has powerful eyes that are 
where their peers’ mindsets haven’t caught unbelievably quick in their strong conveying 
up. But “A United Kingdom” expands on these of the extents of Seretse’s joy at finding “the 
timely themes, demonstrating how love always one” and pain at being separated from his true 
packs more punch than hatred ever could. love. After terrifying audiences as a disturbingly 

In 1947, as the British Empire maintains devious wife in 2014’s “Gone Girl,” in “A United 
some colonial control over Africa, Seretse Kingdom,” Rosamund Pike displays her acting 
Khama (David Oyelowo), heir to the throne range. Here, she’s playing a wife with a kind 
of Bechuanaland, known today as Botswana, heart and a resolute spirit of steel. Ruth may 
meets British office clerk Ruth Williams have grown up in a time that viewed women 
(Rosamund Pike) at a missionary society dance as second-class citizens but she has a voice 
in London. The connection is instant and, that refuses to be silenced. Ruth views herself 
after only a year of dating, they marry. Yet, for as equal to her husband, and he feels the same 
the British government, close allies with the about her. 
apartheid-minded South Africa, and Seretse’s As the aftermath of one of history’s most 
uncle back in Bechuanaland, the interracial divisive elections continues to encourage some 
marriage is an abomination, raining down nasty outlooks on life, films like “A United 
shame on both kingdoms. As Seretse and Ruth Kingdom” are more needed and more in demand. 
start their married life, their homelands pull out While it isn’t afraid to show how despicable 
all the horrific stops in trying to break the couple human beings can be to each other, “A United 
down, from smear campaigns questioning Kingdom” chooses to ultimately err on the side 
Seretse’s ruling abilities to lengthy exile and of love and show that, for all the danger we face 
separation. But, even as the screws of societal in life, there’s still great beauty to be found. 

‘Get Out’ proves smart social satire can 
be thrilling 

courtesy bet 

Michael VerMeulen is clever and thoughtful, giving the audience 
Thresher Staff consistently entertaining scenes that transform 

in meaning after certain revelations come to light 
It is a common trope in horror films for a later in the movie. The film’s freshness makes it 

dumb African-American character to first one stand out among the glut of dumb horror movies 
to die. The very existence of “Get Out,” the new that release every year, instead bringing it the 
horror/thriller written and directed by Jordan film up to a level of insightfulness on par with the 
Peele of “Key and Peele” fame, merits praise for greatest satirical scripts. 
breaking the stereotypical mold and critiquing The film also contains superb performances 
casual liberal racism. The fact that it is also one across the board, which have to evolve as the 
of the most intelligent, well-crafted films of the plot unwinds. Kaluuya is fantastic as protagonist 
genre in years truly deserves to be witnessed and Chris, as he expertly demonstrates the fearful 
celebrated. yet capable nature of the character. Williams is 

“Get Out” follows the story of young quite good as Rose, and Keener and Whitford are 
African-American photographer Chris (Daniel simultaneously kind and creepy as her parents. 
Kaluuya), who travels to the suburbs with his Caleb Landry Jones also provides a suitably 
white girlfriend of four months Rose (Allison hateable turn as Rose’s brother. The film’s 
Williams) to meet her family for the first time. standout though is Lil Rel Howery as Chris’s best 
Nervous about the endeavor due to their friend Rod. Howery provides the flick’s comic 
potential racism, Chris is initially calmed by relief, stealing every scene he appears in and 
the hospitality and misguided liberalism of bringing the house down with his hilarious line 
Rose’s mother (Catherine Keener) and father delivery. 
(Bradley Whitford). However, his reluctant ease However, the movie is not entirely perfect. 
quickly dissipates after witnessing the unusual The third act is somewhat rushed, and some 
behavior of the family’s black servants. From fascinating plot details are not explored to the 
there, his paranoia only grows. extent they could have been. Nonetheless, the 

The film’s story succeeds in subverting a film offsets these issues with its smart script, 
number of expectations, both in its plot and impressive performances and subtly scathing 
social commentary and in ways that one would social satire of racism. For many years, the 
never expect, so to reveal any more would be majority of horror films have lacked the first two 
a disservice to the film. It is best viewed with as and none of them ever have the third. It is through 
little exposure to its secrets as possible, which these qualities that “Get Out” proves itself as a 
includes skipping the trailers that spoil a number worthy addition to the horror pantheon as well as 
of the movie’s twists and turns. Peele’s writing an excellent example of biting social critique. 

0PROOF 
            FROM PAGE 6 

Buchholz are incredibly well cast and dynamic 
in their roles. Blunt is convincing and natural 
in his role as the disturbed, demanding father, 
and Buchholz conveys a youthful naivete which 
plays an excellent counterpoint to Catherine’s 
brooding. 

The cast of “Proof” is assisted by some of 
the best production that Rice has to offer. Since 
the action of the play takes place exclusively in 
Catherine’s back yard, the porch set defining 
this backyard is essential to contextualize 
each scene. Set design for “Proof” strikes the 
perfect balance between realism and simplicity, 
recreating a prototypical suburban porch with 
just enough detail to ground the setting without 
distracting from the main action. The play also 
makes excellent use of overhead projections to 
assist scene transitions and give extra context; 

at one point, the words “Am I crazy?” appear 
on screen to emphasize Catherine’s emotional 
state. The sound and lighting design are subtle 
and contribute well to scene consistency. One 
party scene is especially noteworthy, in which 
the clever use of lighting and sound cues convey, 
through a closed door, precisely the raging party 
that the characters later describe. 

“Proof” walks a tightrope wire of drama; 
though it seeks to explore the complex psychology 
of a brilliant mathematician’s daughter, it is 
constrained to do so in a way that makes almost 
no mention of specific mathematics. In this sense, 
the Rice Theatre Program’s production of “Proof” 
succeeds. Though some emotional beats fail to 
hit as hard as they could due to occasionally 
lackluster acting , the play packs enough 
complexity and surprise that the whole is still 
intensely affecting. The Rice Theatre Program’s 
production of “Proof” only ran through March 
5, but I hope they will either reprise the play or 
continue to produce plays of the same nuance 
and emotional impact. 

courtesy forest photography 

0Menil
            FROM PAGE 6 

pieces in the way they depict the human thought 
process and the creation cycle of an artistic 
piece. The drawing is anything but the final 
product in these cases. It is simply a beginning; 
the inception of an even greater endeavor. 

Kelly Montana, the curatorial assistant, 
echoes this sentiment and offers her take 
on the nearly ubiquitous significance of 
the discipline in writing about the exhibit: 
“Drawing is particularly well suited to capturing 
immediate thoughts and impressions. It is an 
art form instinctively practiced by children and 
habitually used in architecture, science and 
choreography, among other fields.” 

The career of Cy Twombly, one of the artists 
on display, attests to the integrative nature of 
the art. Twombly worked in multiple mediums 
including drawing, painting, sculpting and 
photography, and his work is known for being 
a crossroads of different disciplines. His 
drawings embody a sort of heavily contemplated 
abstraction that speaks to the art form as a both a 
starting point and opportunity for sophisticated 
experimentation. 

The ability to experiment in the medium of 
drawing lends such appealing diversity to “The 
Beginning of Everything.” Artists show no fear 
in testing boundaries by using ink wash, crayon, 
collage methods, string, and even correction 
fluid among other things to create various 
dimensions and textures. More often than not, 
they feature strikingly familiar everyday items 
or tasks, such as a white bed, a clothespin 

The ability to 
experiment in 
the medium of 
drawing lends such 
appealing diversity 
to ‘The Beginning of 
Everything.’ 

or a man stretching. Yet, one cannot confuse 
these moving interpretations of human life for 
mundanities. As Montana writes, “The creation 
of a drawing can come as easily as breath and be 

just as essential.” 
Therefore, it seems only natural that in 

October, the Menil will be opening the Menil 
Drawing Institute in a new building as a homage 
to the relevance of drawing. As the Menil website 
says, “drawing acts as a common language 
between creative cultures.” The Menil has long 
been one of the organizations at the heart of 
Houston’s art scene, and is now facilitating 
artists, art lovers and anyone who has ever 
drawn to immerse themselves in this common 
artistic and human language. Together, we can 
experience what, for many individuals, is the 
beginning of everything. 

You can visit “The Beginning of Everything” 
on display at the main building of the Menil 
Collection. The exhibit will be available until 
June 18, and be sure to check out the new Menil 
Drawing Institute, opening Oct. 7. 
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0VADA  
            FROM PAGE 1 

Excutive Director of the Moody Center Alison 
Weaver said these problems were due to 
unavoidable construction delays. 

“We couldn’t start installing [the technical 
elements] in time for tech rehearsal for ‘Proof,’ 
Weaver said. “It’s one thing to be ready for 
opening night but you really have to be ready 
for the tech rehearsals before. [The theater] was 
always going to be ready for opening, [but] it 
didn’t quite make it for pre-opening.” 

Weaver did not confirm whether the Moody 
Center’s theater was initially slated to be finished 
in time for technical rehearsals of “Proof.” She 
said the effects of the move on the production 
were not major. 

“They had been rehearsing and planning in 
Hamman Hall so it actually wasn’t too traumatic 
to continue in Hamman Hall,” Weaver said. 

Keefe said the move was a significant setback 
for the production, but she remains hopeful for 
future projects with the Moody. 

“[We] have been scrambling like crazy to try to 
refit a set that was not supposed to be in Hamman 
Hall,” Keefe said. “We went from three projectors 
to one. I had to reblock the whole show. The good 
news is we’re making it work. I’m excited for 
further projects, it’s just that this was clearly not 
the time to have this happen.” 

Assistant director of “Proof” Roby Johnson 
said he feels the problems are the fault of 
oversights on the part of the Moody Center. 

“If it was a problem trying to remember us and 
our program, there should have been multiple 
people working on it,” Johnson, a Brown College 
senior and VADA major, said. “I can understand 
[Weaver] has a big, multifaceted project. 
She shouldn’t have been doing all of those 
responsibilities if she couldn’t perform them to 
the best of her extent.” 

VADA response 
Beyond the difficulties with “Proof,” Johnson 

said he believes more broadly that the center 
fails to address the needs of what he sees as the 
underserved VADA department. 

“[Rice is] using the Moody Center to make a 
statement as being this new mecca for the arts 

when they’re actually systematically neglecting a 
lot of the arts students on campus and the artistic 
departments,” Johnson said. “We as a campus 
need to realize the Moody isn’t here to support 
us. [It is] here to boost the reputation of Rice, 
perhaps bring more funding into Rice, but [it] 
provides little to no direct benefit for any faculty 
or students.” 

VADA studio art major Marley Foster said 
she believes the Moody Center will contribute to 
the campus as a whole, but it does not currently 
support the VADA department. 

“The Moody seems great for campus, but its 
job isn’t to first serve student needs,” Foster, a 
Wiess College junior, said. “I hope over time its 
relationship to students and departments as well 
as its position on campus shift [to] be a resource 
to accomplish needs of VADA students, while 
keeping its mission to serve Rice and Houston as 
a public arts space.” 

VADA photography lecturer Paul Hester said 
he is concerned the Moody Center will not display 
student art. Hester said this is affecting policy 
in other buildings, after he was told the Rice 
Memorial Center will no longer allow exhibition of 
student art except in Rice Coffeehouse. According 
to Hester, photography students had previously 
installed photographs in Farnsworth Pavilion 
supported by an RMC student grant paid, but this 
is no longer the policy. 

“I was told student art disturbs visitors to the 
Rice Memorial Center,” Hester said. “I think that 
is one of the important functions of art.” 

Hester said he is frustrated by the Rice 
administration’s treatment of the VADA 
department, which he believes to be indicative of 
the administration’s larger attitudes towards art. 

“If the administration were to really practice 
what they preach in public relation press releases, 
the VADA department would not be segregated 
into three remote locations,” Hester said. “There 
would be a building for students to make and 
exhibit art. The important, contributing faculty 
would not be demoralized by receiving teaching 
contracts for only one year at a time.” 

Other VADA students said they feel the 
development and opening of the Moody Center 
highlights a continued lack of support for the 
VADA department. 

VADA studio art major Edna Otuomagie, 
who served on the Moody Arts Council, said she 
believes the Moody did not meet the requests 

brought by VADA students, including the 
opportunity to display their work in the center. 

“The issues and desires of VADA students 
have gone largely ignored [by the Moody] 
because they do not only want to appeal to 
one department — their words, not mine,” 
Otuomagie, a Will Rice College senior, said. 
“There was discussion that VADA student work 
would most likely not be exhibited because it was 
not up to the ideal caliber of the Moody Center.” 

Otuomagie said she thinks it is important the 
Moody display student art to help fill what she 
sees as an unmet need for VADA students. 

It’s especially 
humiliating to be 
told your and your 
community’s work is 
not ‘good enough’ or is 
of ‘low caliber.’ 

Edna Otuomagie
VADA Major 

“The only place on campus to exhibit our 
work is Matchbox, which is much too small a 
space to have a consistent gallery exhibition 
of VADA students’ works,” Otuomagie said. 
“It’s also especially humiliating to be told 
your and your community’s work is not ‘good 
enough’ or is of ‘low caliber.’ While this type of 
critique does come with the territory, it would 
be nice if someone actually cared about the 
VADA students enough to take them seriously 
and offer them the opportunities to improve by 
creating a space for their work to be exhibited 
and thus critiqued.” 

Weaver said student work will be displayed 
in the Moody Center, but said it is too early to 
discuss concrete plans. 

“We have all kinds of spaces throughout the 
building where we can display any kind of art, 
student art or other, and we are planning to do 
that,” Weaver said. “But we’ve only been open 

for one week, so I wouldn’t say we’ve finalized all 
of our future program.” 

In response to VADA student and faculty 
concerns about support and funding for the 
department, Weaver said she wonders if the 
department has actively sought funding. 

“That’s definitely an argument to be made, 
that the visual art department could do more 
fundraising,” Weaver said. “I think it’s definitely 
a question to ask: Has the visual arts department 
applied for grants and done its own fundraising 
in recent years?” 

A look back at the Moody’s inception 
Caroline Levander, the vice provost for 

interdisciplinary initiatives, oversaw the Moody 
Center at the time of its announcement. At the 
time, in a February 2013 Rice News press release 
Levander said the Moody would display student 
and faculty work as well as exhibits curated 
by Rice. Levander also said the creation of the 
Moody Center would not affect other campus arts 
spaces. 

“This is all additive space,” Levander said. 
“We are not getting rid of existing arts space on 
campus.” 

The Rice Gallery, which displays works by 
non-Rice related artists, will close at the end 
of this semester and have its role filled by the 
Moody Center, according to director of the Rice 
Gallery Kimberly Davenport. 

“Our current exhibition will be the final 
installation at Rice Gallery,” Davenport, who is 
now chief curator for the Moody Center, wrote in 
her letter from the director. “Although I am sorry to 
see this chapter in the Gallery’s remarkable history 
end, its spirit will live on at the Moody Center for 
the Arts, where I will serve as chief curator.” 

VADA students have expressed concerns with 
the Moody since its inception, as the Thresher 
reported in 2013, in an article discussing a 
Student Association hearing following the 
announcement of the center. VADA alumnus 
Grant Raun (McMurtry ’15) said during the 
earliest discussions of the Moody Center, VADA 
students had a sense of being excluded. 

“[The Moody] felt like a VADA building, but 
it was not for us, us being the Rice Players, the 
people in the arts community,” Raun said. “It 
was a slow [process] where we didn’t totally 
know what was going on ever. I’m still not sure 
what’s going on.” 

Earn A One-Year Master’s Degree. 

Management 
Maximize your market value with a solid business foundation. 

Business Analytics 
Launch your career in big data, marketing or consulting. 

Finance
 Attain success in corporate finance,investment 

management and consulting. 

Accounting 
Enhance your skills,prep for the CPA exam and jump-start 

your career at a top global accounting firm. 

Sport Management
 Join the only sport management master’s program 

in DFW, the #5 sports market. 

Hone your professional skills. 
Access 40,000 alumni in 80 countries. 

Jump-start your career. 

Learn more at coxmasters.com. 

COX.CONNECTED. 
A Year Of Investment.
          A Lifetime Of Returns. 

SMU does not discriminate in any program or activity on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and expression. 

THE QUEER

AGENDA
Events 

- 1 9  Spring Break!MAR11 
MAR 

Becoming an Effective Activist 12 2pm
The Montrose Center Rm. 107 MAR 

John Culberson Town Hall25 3pm - 4:30pm
Spring Branch Middle School MAR 

LGBT History of Rice 28 6pm - 8pm
MAR Kyle Morrow Room, Fondren Library 

Generations, Indigenous Kin, and Sexual Nexus 30 5:30pm - 7:30pm
MAR Sewall 309 

- 7  PRIDE WEEK! 
APR03 Stay tuned for more info! 

APR 
Paid for by the Rice Queer Resource Center 

If you want to be featured in the Queer Agenda, 
please submit your information to brooke.e.english@rice.edu. 

For more information about the Queer Resource Center, please visit queer.rice.edu 
or visit us on Twitter @RiceQueerOwls 
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sean chu/thresher 

Junior guard Shani Rainey drives to the basket during the Owls’ 80-75 loss to Western Kentucky University at Tudor Fieldhouse on 
Saturday. Rainey added 12 points in the loss. 

Women’s basketball turns focus to postseason 
Andrew Grottkau 

Sports Editor 

When women’s basketball head coach Tina 
Langley took over last year, she was expected 
to begin a long rebuilding process for a team 
that had not had a winning record since 2011. 
In just her second season, she has led the Owls 
to a 17-12 regular season record and the No. 10 
seed in the Conference USA tournament. 

This past week, the Owls completed their 
regular season with a win over Marshall 
University and a loss to Western Kentucky 
University. Rice took on the Thundering Herd 
Thursday night at Tudor Fieldhouse and won 
84-74. Sophomore forward Nicole Iademarco 
led the Owls in scoring with 25 points, 
including four 3-pointers. After trailing at 
the half, Rice outscored Marshall 31-19 in 
the third quarter and never relinquished the 
lead. According to Langley, the team excelled 
in all aspects of the game in the victory. 

“[We] passed the ball well, shot well and 
defended well,” Langley said. “I was really 
pleased with how we performed as a unit 
tonight; it was a great team win.” 

On Saturday, Rice hosted the conference 
leader, Western Kentucky University. The 
visitors took a three-point lead into halftime, 
then expanded that advantage to eight points 
at the end of the third quarter. The Owls, 
however, did not go away quietly. In the final 
minute, a fast break layup by junior guard 
Shani Rainey cut the Western Kentucky lead 
to 75-74. Rice did not complete the comeback, 
though, and lost 80-75. Despite the loss, Rice 
proved it can hang with the best C-USA has to 
offer heading into the tournament. 

Rice will take on the No.7 seeded University 
of Texas, San Antonio in the first round of 
the tournament. In their only matchup of 
the regular season, the Owls defeated the 
Roadrunners 66-61 on the road behind 22 
points from Rainey. The Roadrunners finished 
the season 14-15 and 10-8 in C-USA. They are 
led by junior Loryn Goodwin, recently named 
the Conference Newcomer of the Year after 
averaging 17.9 points in her first season at 
UTSA. Against Rice, she was held to just 12 
points on 4-for-14 shooting. 

On Rice’s side, the team will have a 
different look from when it last played UTSA. 

The Owls relied heavily on senior forward 
Jasmine Goodwine throughout the year, but 
she missed the matchup in San Antonio. 
Goodwine led the team in minutes and put 
up 12.0 points and 4.6 rebounds per game. 
Late in the season, however, she missed time 
with an injury. Goodwine returned in the 
win over Marshall and put up 13 points, six 
rebounds and four assists. Langley said she 
is thrilled to have Goodwine back ready for 
the postseason. 

“Everybody’s really happy she is here,” 
Langley said. “We are really enjoying her 
being here with us again.” 

If Rice wins its opening game, it will 
advance to take on No. 2 seeded Middle 
Tennessee State University. In their only 
matchup of the year, the Blue Raiders defeated 
the Owls 71-61 in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 
When asked about the tournament as a 
whole, though, Langley said the team was 
going to take it one game at a time and only 
focus on the next opponent. 

The Owls’ tournament opener is scheduled 
for Wednesday, March 8 at 6:30 p.m. in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

Men’s basket-
ball heads to 
C-USA tourney 

Craig Broadman 
Thresher Staff 

Despite a loss to Western Kentucky 
University to complete its regular season, 
Rice basketball finished 21-10 (11-7 
C-USA) and captured the fifth seed in the 
Conference USA tournament. The Owls 
rebounded from a slow start to the season 
by winning eight of their final 10 games, 
but ultimately fell one spot shy of securing 
a first round bye in the championship. 

Instead, the Owls will face the No. 
12 seed, the University of Southern 
Mississippi (9-21, 6-12 C-USA) in the first 
round of the tournament on Wednesday 
in Birmingham, Alabama. In their two 
previous matchups this season, Rice 
squeaked out wins in games that went 
down to the wire. 

In the first game in mid-January, Rice 
held an 18-point lead at the half, but the 
Golden Eagles cut the deficit to two with 
six seconds left to play. After a series of 
exchanged free throws, Southern Miss 
attempted a game-tying full court shot 
as time expired, but the ball bounced 
off the back rim to give Rice a 61-58 win. 
Sophomore Marcus Evans and junior Egor 
Koulechov led the team with 17 and 16 
points respectively, but the team shot just 
36.7 percent from the field. 

well and at times we 
At times, we played 

were inconsistent. We 
have to do a better job 
of taking better shots. 

Mike Rhoades 
Basketball Head Coach 

During their second matchup in late 
February, the Owls once again jumped 
out to a lead only to see it disappear in 
the final minute of the game. In overtime, 
the Golden Eagles held the ball with a 
one point lead with 10 seconds left, but 
Rice forced a turnover and Evans hit a 
layup with 1.9 seconds on the clock to give 
Rice the 72-71 overtime win. Koulechov 
recorded a double-double with 26 points 
and 11 rebounds, but Rice was once again 
held below 40 percent shooting. 

Head coach Mike Rhoades said he was 
happy the team was able to pull out the 
win, but acknowledged it was an imperfect 
victory. 

“It pretty much sums up our season,” 
Rhoades said. “At times we played really 
well and at times we were just inconsistent. 
We just have to do a better job of taking 
better shots.” 

If Rice wants to see its season extended 
past the first round, it will need its stars 
to keep producing. Evans led the team 
with 18.8 points per game and 3.9 assists 
per game, while Koulechov scored 18.5 
points per game, grabbed a team high 8.9 
rebounds per game and shot a conference 
high .471 from 3-point territory. Evans 
and Koulechov ranked third and fourth 
respectively in scoring in C-USA, and their 
efforts led them both to First Team All-
Conference USA honors. Junior Marcus 
Jackson was also a key contributor with 
12.2 points per game, and was named to the 
C-USA All-Academic Team. 

If Rice is able to defeat Southern Miss, it 
will play the next day against the University 
of Texas, El Paso, a team that defeated 
the Owls 79-71 in their only matchup this 
season. Rice shot only 34.5 percent from the 
field in the game and faltered defensively, 

0see BASKETBALL, page 10 
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failing to make key stops and allowing 50 
points in the second half. 

If we play fast and 
aggressive, take good 
shots and get each 
other’s shots, we’re a 
hard out for anybody. 

Mike Rhoades 
Basketball Head Coach 

However, if the Owls are to win the 
C-USA championship, the road will most 
likely go through Middle Tennessee 
State University (27-4, 17-1 C-USA), the 
tournament favorites. The Blue Raiders won 
the C-USA tournament last year, earning a 
bid to the NCAA tournament where they 
upset Michigan State University in the first 
round before falling to Syracuse University 
in the second. In their only matchup of 
the season, Koulechov recorded a double-
double with 31 points and 14 rebounds and 
Evans added 23 points, but Rice’s comeback 
bid fell short as the team lost 80-77. 

Despite the loss, Rice proved it can 
hang with anybody when it’s firing on all 
cylinders. The last time the Owls were in 
the conference tournament final was in 
1958, when they lost to Texas Christian 
University 55-57, and the last time the Owls 
won the conference title was in 1954 when 
they beat Texas 72-71, but Rhoades said the 
team certainly has the potential to win the 
tournament. 

“If we play fast and aggressive, take 
good shots and get each other shots, we’re 
a hard out for anybody,” Rhoades said. 
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The Jameson Fellowship for2017 2018{ }American Decorative Arts 

Rice undergraduates and graduate students interested in art 
history, history or museum studies are invited to apply. 
The Jameson Fellow will enroll each semester for a three-credit art 
history internship course, and spend the 2017-18 academic year as 
a researcher at the Bayou Bend Collection of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston. 

$13,000 stipend 

Additional funds (up to $1,500) are reserved  for a research trip 
during the time of the fellowship. For Jameson Fellows without 
access to a vehicle, some help could be available to cover part of
one’s transportation costs during the year. 
Qualifications include an excellent academic record and an interest 
in American art and culture of the 17th through 19th centuries. 

Applications should consist of the  following: 
1. A brief (2-3 page) typewritten statement expressing the 
applicant’s willingness to undertake the internship in 2017-2018, 
stating how the fellowship would enhance your other studies at 
Rice, plans for graduate school, career goals or general interest in 
the decorative arts. 
2. Academic transcripts (ofcial or unofcial) 
3. One letter of support from a Rice faculty member. 

Applications should be sent to the Jameson Fellowship Committee at 
the Department of Art History (Herring Hall 103, MS-21) no later than 

Friday, March 24, 2017. 
Questions may be directed to 

Professor Joseph Manca manca@rice.edu or 713-348-3464 
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ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
Established in Charleston, IL we re not french either. my subs just taste 
in 1983 to add to students GPA a little better that s all! wanted to 

call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but and general dating ability. my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
Regardless of what she thinks freaky fast 
is where t s at. hope you love 'em as much 
as i do! peace! 

8" SUB SANDWICHES GIANT club sandwiches 
All of my sandwiches are 8 inches of homemade My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & on my fresh baked thick sliced 7 grain bread or my famous 
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this homemade French bread! Tell us when you order! 
store! It tastes better that way! SLIMS™ 

#1 PEPE® #7 SMOKED HAM CLUB 
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce 

Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese, 1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham, 
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original) slim 1 Ham & cheese provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 

slim 2 Roast beef #2 BIG JOHN® #8 BILLY CLUB® 
slim 3 Tuna sa ad 

Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo, Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese, 
slim 4 Turkey breast lettuce & tomato. Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese 

#3 TOTALLY TUNA® slim 6 Double provolone #9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB® 

Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions, Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional) onion, mayo & our homemade Italian vinaigrette. Low Carb Lettuce Wrap (Order it with hot peppers) 
#4 TURKEY TOM® 
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. JJ UNWICH® #10 HUNTER’S CLUB® 
The original (Sprouts* optional) A full 1/4 pound of medium rare roast beef, 

Same ingredients and price of the provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
#5 VITO® sub or club without the bread. 
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone, #11 COUNTRY CLUB® 
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham, 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request) provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo! 

(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!) 
#6 THE VEGGIE Sprouts*
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado #12 BEACH CLUB® optional
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a JIMMYS ★

★ MINI 
(BOXES OF HALF SANDWICHES) Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 

gourmet sub not for vegetarians only, Sprouts* optional) spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo! 
★ BOX LUNCHES ★ 

J.J.B.L.T.® 
★ PARTY PLATTERS ★ 

ICE, #13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB® 
Bacon, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 

WE PREFER 24 HOUR NOT
WE LL DO WHAT Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced 

(My B.L.T. rocks) , 
T HAPPEN!

IF YOU CALL I cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my BUT
WE CAN TO MAKE 

7-gra n who e wheat bread Th s vegg e sandw ch 
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional) 

DELIVERY ORDERS may include 
a delivery charge. #14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®★ sides ★ Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 

★ Soda Pop An American classic! 
★ Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie #15 CLUB TUNA® 
★ Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one 
★ Extra load of meat has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone, THE J.J. 

sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional) 
★ Extra cheese or extra avocado spread GARGANTUAN® 

#16 CLUB LULU® 
ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa 

Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato salami, sliced smoked ham, capicola, 
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club) roast beef, turkey & provolone, freebies (subs & clubs only) jammed into one of our homemade #17 ULTIMATE PORKER™ 

Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber, French buns, then smothered with 
hot peppers, dijon, Jimmy Mustard, yellow mustard, onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 

oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts* homemade Italian vinaigrette. tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!) 

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK 
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM 

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"® 

*WARNING: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ADVISES THAT EATING RAW OR UNDER-COOKED SPROUTS POSES A HEALTH RISK TO EVERYONE, BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE ELDERLY CHILDREN PREGNANT WOMEN AND PERSONS W TH WEAKENED 
IMMUNE SYSTEMS. THE CONSUMPTION OF RAW SPROUTS MAY RESULT IN AN INCREASED RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR PHYSICIAN OR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes. 
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JACKSON TYNER 
Height 6’5” 
Class: Sophomore 
ESPN Ranking: 58 

3-way race for starting QB highlights spring practice 

courtesy rice athletics 

SAM GLAESMANN 
Height 6’3” 
Class: Freshman 
ESPN Ranking: 45 

J.T. GRANATO 
Height 6’4” 
Class: Sophomore 
ESPN Ranking: 41 

Madison Buzzard 
Thresher Staff 

For sophomore J.T. Granato, sophomore 
Jackson Tyner and freshman Sam Glaesmann, 
spring practice is anything but the offseason. 
Each of these three quarterbacks is vying 
for the starting quarterback position on the 
Rice football team, a position vacated by 2017 
graduate Tyler Stehling. Offensive coordinator 
Billy Lynch has declared the quarterback 
position an open competition during spring 
practice. Lynch said he wants to light a fire 
under his three quarterbacks and maximize 
each player’s potential. 

“In the spring, competition is imperative,” 
Lynch said. “It is very good for the team. I 
think [defensive coordinator Brian] Stewart 
would say the same thing on defense. As much 
competition you can have at any position, it 
leads to guys putting their best foot forward to 
show what they can do.” 

Although Tyner was the only quarterback 
on the roster to start a game last season, Lynch 

said he was hesitant to declare him the favorite 
to win the starting job this season. According 
to Lynch, no quarterback has distanced himself 
from the other two. 

“[The competition] is wide open,” Lynch 
said. “Jackson has been the first quarterback to 
take snaps, but we are rotating all three guys. 
We are giving them equal reps so they can go 
compete.” 

Tyner agreed that playing last year does 
not grant him an advantage in the quarterback 
battle. He said spring practice is an opportunity 
for him to relearn the offense and develop his 
talent. 

“Having playing time helps with 
experience, but it hasn’t necessarily boosted 
my confidence,” Tyner said. “Sure, being in the 
game is much different than being in practice. 
However, everything we are running is new. 
I am readjusting and relearning everything 
about the quarterback position. I have a fresh 
start.” 

During the majority of last season, Granato 
was listed as the backup quarterback. However, 

after Stehling went down with a knee injury 
against the University of Texas at, Paso, Tyner 
finished the game and started the following 
week against Stanford over Granato. Despite the 
setback, Granato said he is excited to compete 
and learn the nuances of Lynch’s offense. 

“A lot of things have been thrown at us, but 
we are excited and the guys are having fun,” 
Granato said. “Competition has been good 
for this team. These guys are talented football 
players and good guys, but we are all competing 
for a job. May the best man win.” 

While Tyner and Granato have a season of 
experience under their belt, Glaesmann has yet 
to step foot on the field. To improve his chances, 
Glaesmann said he has rigorously studied 
Lynch’s playbook, noting its complexities and 
opportunities for explosive plays. 

“We are doing different things with the 
offense,” Glaesmann said. “A lot of people are 
confused but everyone is adjusting and taking 
their playbooks home. [Our offense] puts 
the defense in a bind. There are a lot of route 
combinations, which are simple for us, but 

devastating to the defense.” 
All three quarterbacks described their 

relationship with each other as extremely 
positive. Glaesmann discussed a recent 
dinner with Tyner, and Granato stated that all 
three hang out off the field, in addition to the 
countless hours spent together watching game 
and practice film. 

With a healthy team (and quarterback) 
chemistry, intense quarterback competition 
and a new defensive coordinator, Rice football 
has plenty of reasons to be optimistic heading 
into 2017. three quarterbacks described their 
relationship with each other as extremely 
positive. Glaesmann discussed a recent 
dinner with Tyner, and Granato stated that all 
three hang out off the field, in addition to the 
countless hours spent together watching game 
and practice film. 

With a healthy team (and quarterback) 
chemistry, intense quarterback competition 
and a new defensive coordinator, Rice football 
has plenty of reasons to be optimistic heading 
into 2017. 

Zhang acing test in No. 1 role on women’s tennis team 
Michael Kidd 
Thresher Staff 

Sometimes the demands of a student-
athlete’s hectic schedule call tight windows to 
get things done. This was the case for Wendy 
Zhang, a junior on the Rice women’s tennis 
team, who had to speak with me while waiting 
for a flight back home from Lubbock, Texas 
following last Sunday’s Rice vs. Texas Tech 
University tennis match. Zhang said she has 
always been used to this hectic lifestyle, and 
that playing tennis competitively since the age 
of seven has prepared her to play at an elite level 
at the Division I ranks. 

Zhang has taken a unique route to get Rice. 
She was born in Shanghai, China before her 
parents migrated to Canada when she was 
three years old. Zhang and her family lived 
there for three years until they moved back to 
China, where Zhang spent the remainder of her 
childhood. In high school, Zhang once again 
left China for the U.S. and Canada, then moved 
to Arizona and Florida. Zhang took online high 
school classes for four yours while playing 
competitive tennis and accepted a scholarship to 
play for the University of Miami in 2015. 

After two years at Miami, Zhang said she 
began thinking about transferring schools for 
her junior season, at which point she reached 
out to head coach Elizabeth Schmidt and Rice. 

“My main reason for transferring was I really 
wanted to go to a better school for academics 
and I also got along so well with coach Schmidt,” 
Zhang said. 

Zhang, a current sport management major 
minoring in business, had established herself 
as a special player while at Miami. Zhang 
earned All-American honors in doubles for the 
Hurricanes, finishing her sophomore season 
No. 8 in the nation in the final Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association rankings with a 17-9 record. 
She finished that year at Miami the No. 81 player 
in singles while playing in the No. 3 position, 
and collected a marquee win against the No. 20 
ranked player in the nation that same season. 

I don’t really think 
about the position I’m 
playing. I just focus on 
my matches. 

Wendy Zhang
Junior Tennis Player 

Zhang has carried over much of that success 
to Rice. On Jan. 17, Zhang was named Conference 
USA Women’s Tennis Athlete of the Week after 
going 3-0 in both singles and doubles against 
Brigham Young University, the University of 
North Texas and Southern Methodist University 
in the “Metroplex Mania” tournament in Dallas. 
Zhang has begun the season at the No. 1 position 
in singles as well as in doubles play with fellow 

junior Lindsey Hodge. Zhang and Hodge had 
their best performance of the season against 
No. 18 ranked University of Southern Carolina, 
where they defeated the No. 18 doubles team in 
the nation to help lead the Owls to the doubles 
point in that match. 

Zhang said she is more focused on her 
opponent than her spot on the team. 

“I don’t really think about the position that 
I’m playing and I just focus on my matches and 
try my best and give it my all,” Zhang said. 

Zhang has been a key piece to the Owls team 
success thus far this season; the team sits at an 
overall record of 8-3 with quality wins against 
Princeton University and on the road against 
No. 15 Texas A&M University. Before a loss to No. 
8 Texas Tech University on the road this past 
Sunday, Rice was riding a four-game win streak 
and rose as high as No. 23 in the national rankings. 

Zhang said the team is playing well as a unit 
this season. 

“We are definitely on the right track and 
everybody is doing so well at each position,” 
Zhang said. “We have a clear vision of what we 
need to work on and to keep going out there 
every match determined to win all the way until 
we end [the season] on a good note.” 

As for the upcoming spring break, Zhang’s 
schedule will remain hectic as always. 

“During spring break we are still in the 
middle of season and will be practicing just as 
hard,” Zhang said. “But it does give us a chance 
to catch up on schoolwork and hopefully get 
ahead so we don’t become too stressed out the 
end of the semester.” yvonne carrillo/thresher 
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Where are you headed for Spring Break? 

HOUSTON 

CANCUN 

HOME 

BIG BEND 

BOOZE CRUISE 

First thing to know about staying in Houston: Don’t.  
Otherwise, you should know that the whole “masturbating too 
much causes temporary blindness” thing is a myth. Let ‘er rip. 
Rice’s competitive diving team is currently holding open tryouts, so 
you could hit the high dive. Just make sure your bathing suit is 
tight, and you’ve got a lot of exposed and hairless skin (If you’re 
worried it’s not tight enough or you’re too hairy, as always, send a 
pic to thirsty@rice.edu). 

Though you’re bound to have fun, be on the lookout for Riff-Raffy 
fellas and Teases. They may look like fun, and can almost certainly 
sell you drugs, but is that momentary high worth a lifetime of 
shortness of breath and difficulty urinating? 
The only thing worse than drinking too much tequila is not 
drinking enough tequila. Then you may have a moment of clarity 
and realize that while you were trying to “find your beach,” you 
ended up hooking up in a sandy mess of vomit. 

So you want to experiment with psychedelic drugs? Look no 
further than Texas’s own Grand Canyon, where you’ve probably 
heard from your freshman year roommate about how he licked 
cacti while tripping hard and for a hot second thought that we did 
start the fire. For some reason, that idea appealed to you and now 
you’ve found yourself at a sausage-smoking fest with a bunch of 
your friends under the stars, with acid and/or LSD. A coyote howls 
somewhere in the darkness to your left and a rattlesnake shakes its 
warning but you’re high as a fucking kite so you think it’s 
Deadmau5 playing his final set at Coachella. You come back to 
Rice sunburnt, braindead and you’ve never felt better. 

Booze, boats, Battlestar Galactica. Whether you have the sea legs 
of a weathered sailor or are as seaworthy as a cardboard box, 
you’re bound to have a good time on the Booze Cruise. Just 
remember your sunblock, your good attitude and watch out for the 
older married couple asking if you “youngins want to come 
flounder around in our room.” I’m no seaman, but that smells fishy. 

dictionary 
Acid: The reason you just drove 10 hours to spend 10 days in the 
desert with 10 people, a few of whom you’re just with ‘cause 
they brought the goods. 
Masturbation: The highlight of your day – until it happens. 
Tequila: Water. 
Water: The thing that makes the hottub work. 

Netflix. LSD: Lots of Sweet-chili-cheese Doritos. 
Netflix: Your muse, your playmate, your one-and-only. Use with 
abandon. 
Tease(s): Hot college kids who make like they’re into you, say 
they’ll take you home, and then you wake up in a Motel-6 
bathtub full to the brim with ice and smelling like chloroform. 

The Backpage is edited by Joey McGlone and Riley Robertson. This week, Issac Schultz contributed.  For comments or questions, please email thirsty@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED 

TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and Energetic teach- RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High School Math, 
ers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay is based 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@testmasters. upon a variety of factors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
com. sume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

Shannon Klein 
Advertising Manager The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any First copy free, second copy $5. 
thresher-ads@rice.edu reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take responsibility for the Cash, check or credit card payment must accompany your classi-

P.O. Box 1892 factual content of any ad. Printing an advertisement does not constitute fied advertisement, which must be received by 12 p.m. on the Friday 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 an endorsement by the Thresher. prior to publication. (713) 348-4801 
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