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Elizabeth Rasich
Assistant News Editor

The Student Association Senate 
passed Resolution #4, expressing 
support of the federal BRIDGE Act, 
in a 22-1-2 vote Monday night, after 
more than 30 minutes of debate 
in addition to discussions at two 
prior SA meetings. Demonstrators 
from a student group attended the 
meeting and voiced their support 
by holding signs bearing slogans 
in favor of the BRIDGE Act as their 
representatives voted.

The BRIDGE, or Bar Removal of 
Individuals who Dream and Grow 
our Economy Act, is a bipartisan 
Senate bill that proposes to encode 
the executive order Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
into law. President Barack Obama 
signed DACA in 2012, which 
provides temporary protection to 
illegal immigrants who came to the 
United States at a young age and 

who are pursuing an education. 
DACA currently protects 

undocumented students at Rice, 
but may be revoked at any time by 
President Donald Trump through 
an executive order. 

Will Rice College and Hanszen 
College presidents voted differently 
than their college’s senators, citing 
student concerns about the SA’s 
role in external politics. 

Hanszen President Kenny 
Groszman, a senior, cast the single 
“no” vote. He said while most 
Hanszen students supported the 
sentiment behind the resolution, 
there was also significant 
hesitation about whether the SA 
should be involved in making such 
a statement. 

“The ‘no’ vote is not a vote against 
the BRIDGE Act and DACA students 
because that’s not our sentiment at 
all,” Groszman said. “Rather it’s a 
sentiment of how we feel that the 

Senate approves resolution 
supporting DACA students

Yasna Haghdoost
Editor-in-Chief

Two apparent constitutional 
violations have occurred during the 
Student Association election, and SA 
President Griffin Thomas has filed a 
complaint with University Court to 
contest the election. The Elections 
Committee prohibited part-time 
students from voting and dropped 
former presidential candidate Maurice 
Frediere’s name from the ballot 
without approval from the Senate; 
both these actions appear to violate 
the SA constitution. In a statement to 
the Thresher, the Elections Committee 
said their exclusion of part-time 
students was a “misunderstanding and 
miscommunication” and they would 
work with UCourt to rectify their error. 

Over three dozen part-time students 
notified the Thresher claiming they had 
not received a ballot. Some part-time 
students who began the semester full 
time, such as McMurtry College senior 
Makenzie Drukker and Brown College 
senior Brian Cook, said they did receive 
an email containing the ballot link.

In their statement, the Elections 
Committee said they erred in excluding 

part-time students, but said they could 
not correct or resend the ballot without 
going through UCourt. 

“Because the timeline of the election 
must be introduced to Senate three 
weeks prior to the general election, we 
cannot resend the ballot to all enrolled 
students at this point without disrupting 
the previously proposed timeline,” the 
committee wrote. “We believe [Thomas] 
did the right thing and we will work with 
UCourt to make this right.”

According to SA Secretary Sonal 
Pai, whose constitutional responsibili-
ties include guiding the Elections Com-
mittee director, part-time students were 
not meant to receive ballots. Before the 
Elections Committee released its state-
ment, Pai said any part-time students 
receiving ballots was a mistake. 

In his email to UCourt, Thomas 
alleges unconstitutional activity by 
the Elections Committee regarding the 
exclusion of part-time students from 
voting and the removal of Frediere’s 
name from the ballot without a Senate 
vote. However, some students claim to 
have seen Frediere’s name on the ballot. 
Thomas, who did not know about the 
decision to exclude part-time students 
until voting began, called for a rerun.

According to the SA constitution, 
“All currently enrolled undergraduate 
students of Rice University shall be 
members of the Student Association 
and, accordingly, shall be required to 
pay the undergraduate blanket tax.” 

The constitution also states, “All 
members of the Student Association 
are eligible to vote in all Student 
Association elections.” None of this 
semester’s SA minutes mentioned part-
time students were ineligible to vote. 

Will Rice College senior and part-
time student Martin Torres said he did 
not receive a ballot. He said he voted 
when Will Rice senior Lauren Wood 
forwarded the ballot email she received, 
and that both of them ultimately voted. 

Dozens of part-time students claimed 
they never received an email with the 
link to the ballot. McMurtry senior and 
part-time student Seth Berggren said 
he was disappointed he couldn’t vote, 
and said he hopes this was an honest 
mistake by the Elections Committee. 

“I’m still an active member of the 
Rice undergraduate community and 
I care about making my voice heard,” 
Berggren said. “When voting opened, I 
was confused as to why I wasn’t able to 

Cost of attendance to 
continue rising next year

0see BRIDGE, page 2

Drew Keller
News Editor

The total undergraduate charges 
for attending Rice University, 
including tuition, mandatory fees 
and room and board, will increase 
3.1 percent to $59,458 for next school 
year, according to Vice President for 
Finance Kathy Collins. While the cost 
is the highest ever, its rate of increase 
was the smallest in at least a decade.

The 2017-18 tuition will be $44,900, 
a 3.1 percent increase from this year; 
room and board will rise by 0.7 percent 
to $13,850, according to a press release. 
The press release said financial aid 
will also rise more than 4 percent.

Total costs to attend the university 
have risen nearly 30 percent since 
2007, a rate similar to many other 
private universities. Collins said that 
the administration has aimed to 
reduce the rate of increase each year 
and that the board of trustees has 
been supportive of that goal, though 
she said she could not predict whether 
the trend would continue.

“It’s really hard to predict the 
future increase,” Collins said. “But 
we do understand the importance of 
predictability both to family budgets 
as well the university budgets.”

The board will ratify the final 
charges at its March meeting. 

Beyond the tuition hike, Collins 
said financial aid will rise to cover 
other increases in the total sticker 
price, which reflects total charges 
plus predicted spending on textbooks 
and personal expenses. She said the 
amount for books will increase from 
$800 to $1,200, for example, allowing 
full scholarships to reflect what she 
said may be a more realistic cost 
prediction for some students.

Collins said Rice still has a low 
tuition and total cost compared to 
most universities of similar caliber. 
Rice is less tuition-dependent than 
many of its peers, she said, because 
the endowment covers around 40 
percent of costs, a relatively high 
percentage. 

According to Collins, another cost 
that the administration has targeted 
for reduction is mandatory fees that 
are not covered by tuition. Since 
President David Leebron arrived in 
2004, she said fees have been reduced 
to those for the recreation center, 
student health center and student 
activities, including blanket tax.

This story has been condensed for 
print. Read the full version online at 
ricethresher.org.

Thomas contests election via UCourt

As Rice undergraduates began voting for a new Student Association president, candidates Jake 
Nyquist and Justin Onwenu continued ramping up their campaigning. Both individuals, along 
with former candidate Maurice Frediere, defended their platforms at a Friday night debate. 

Emily Abdow
News Editor

Current Student Association 
External Vice President Hannah 
Todd announced she is running a 
write-in campaign for SA president 
Monday night just after voting in the 
election began. Todd first announced 
her candidacy on Facebook close to 
9 p.m. but deleted the post several 
minutes later. Todd’s post came 
almost an hour after voting opened 
at 8 p.m. At 9:24 p.m., Todd posted 
again to confirm.

Todd said she decided to run 
after witnessing some of the rhetoric 
of the other campaigns and their 
supporters. 

“I’m running because this 
campaign made me sad, particularly 
the negativity,” Todd said. “We’re 
a culture of care, as [Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson] 
likes to say. I was really struck by the 
more antagonistic and more petty 
side of this campaign. It wasn’t like 
anything I had seen at my time at Rice 
in an SA election.”

Todd, a Wiess College junior, has 
previously served as Wiess senator 
and New Student Representative. 
Todd was in the running for Wiess 
president but lost the election on 
Monday. 

“I ran for Wiess president because 
I wanted to give back to my home, 
Wiess College,” Todd said. “I am 
running for SA president because I 
also want to give back to my home, 
Rice University.”

In a more detailed Facebook post 
at 12:18 a.m., Todd outlined three 
main points of her platform: diversity, 
engagement and approachability.

In regards to diversity, Todd 
said she plans to continue efforts 
to expand Tetra points to pay for 
on-campus printing, an initiative 
started by Baker College Senator 
Rushi Bhulani, and to Saturday 
night dinners at local restaurants, an 
initiative she began during her time 
as EVP. Todd said as president she 
would determine further steps after 
engaging with cultural organizations 
and other stakeholders. 

Todd’s plans for engagement 

include working with the director 
of government relations, a position 
started during current SA President 
Griffin Thomas’ tenure, to continue 
discussions about relevant issues on 
and off campus. Todd said engagement 
would also be improved through 
inviting administrators to present to 
the SA on efforts such as the Second 
Vision for the Second Century. 

Todd said she would hold office 

EVP Hannah Todd joins race as write-in

0see TODD, page 2

TUITION 2017-2018

$26,974
$33,771

$40,566 $45,608

2006 2010 2014 2017

TUITION HAS RISEN AROUND 30 
PERCENT IN THE LAST DECADE, 
AFTER ACCOUNTING FOR INFLATION

ELECTION COVERAGE
see ourSTUDENT VOICES & POLICY BREAKDOWN ON OPS P.5

infographic by sydney garrett

0see DEBATE, page 4

0see ELECTIONS, page 3

ON THE 
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charlene pan/thresher
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0TODD 
            FROM PAGE 1 

hours once every two weeks and invite campus 
groups to Senate to increase approachability. 

“I want every student to feel comfortable 
coming to me with ideas, concerns and bad 
jokes so I can do my part to make Rice the best it 
can be for them,” Todd wrote on Facebook. 

As president, Todd said she would work to 
ensure Critical Thinking in Sexuality is executed 
in a way that meets student needs and work 
with the SA’s Wellbeing Committee to support 
Rice Health Advisors and the Rice Alliance for 
Mental Health Awareness. 

Todd also said that while she did not have 
any changes to recommend for Student Judicial 
Programs, as president she would discuss fines 
and the judicial system with SJP. 

“I feel at this time I don’t have the kind of 
knowledge or authority to make a comment on 
how they run their show,” Todd said. 

On the topic of teaching excellence, Todd 
said she would use relationships with standing 
committees focused on teaching that she built 
during her time as EVP. 

“Teaching excellence is kind of a buzzword 
on campus and I think that it’s kind of like well-
being — there’s a lot of people working on it 
from a lot of different angles and I think there’s 
an opportunity to create a hub or a conversation 
about it,” Todd said. 

Todd also said she would discuss the lack of 
interest in SA positions, including the treasurer 
and internal vice president which are vacant 
in the first round election with members of the 
SA. Todd said solutions to reducing the IVP’s 
workload could include reducing the number 
of NSRs per college by one to allow the IVP to 
provide more individual mentorship. 

In response to Todd’s write-in campaign 
announcement, presidential candidate Jake 
Nyquist posted a statement on his Facebook page. 

“I have known [Todd] for the past two 
and a half years, I admire her service to our 
community and I want to congratulate her for 
joining in the race,” Nyquist, a Will Rice College 
junior, wrote. 

Presidential candidate Justin Onwenu also 
posted on Facebook about Todd. 

“Hannah and I have been friends since 

freshman year,” Onwenu, a Sid Richardson 
College junior, said. “She’s one of the nicest 
people I know and I look forward to having a 
healthy exchange of ideas over the next few days.” 

Jones College sophomore Sarah Asson 
said she would have written in Todd had she 
known about the write-in campaign before 
voting opened. 

“I voted as soon as the ballot opened on 
Monday night because I was tired of hearing 
all of the negative language by the candidates 
and their campaigns,” Asson said. “I instantly 
regretted that when I saw Hannah’s Facebook 
post announcing her write in campaign about 
10 minutes later. I can’t change my vote, but 
now I’m encouraging all of my peers to write her 
in to be our next SA president. ” 

This campaign made 
me sad, particularly 
the negativity. We’re a 
culture of care, as Dean 
Hutch likes to say. 

Hannah Todd 
SA External Vice President 

Todd said she would bring her experience 
working with administrators to the position of 
president. 

“I understand that in order to make progress 
with them you have to meet them where they 
are,” Todd said. “That requires a pragmatic 
realistic understanding of how our system works 
and what resources and infrastructures we have 
on campus currently. Then you can start thinking 
about where you can go from there.” 

According to Todd, Thomas, a Lovett College 
senior, has set the bar high for the candidate 
who wins the election. 

“Whoever is going to be the next SA president 
has huge shoes to fill,” Todd said. “Griffin 
Thomas has put more time and energy and love 
into SA than anyone I’ve seen and I think that 
it’s a high standard to live up to. I hope that for 
all candidates we’re able to remember that.” 

0BRIDGE 
            FROM PAGE 1 

proper procedure has not yet been followed in 
order for the SA to make a statement like this 
representing the student body.” 

According to Will Rice President Ankush 
Agrawal, Will Rice cast one “yes” vote 
and one abstention because a survey of 
the college showed its students were split 
with 51 percent in favor of a “yes” vote and 
49 percent in favor of a “no” vote or an 
abstention. 

“[Will Rice Senator Sanket Mehta] and 
I voted first and foremost to represent our 
college rather than our personal beliefs,” 
Agrawal said. “From survey responses, it 
seemed the opposition to Resolution #4 
stemmed largely from concerns regarding 
procedure and precedent, rather than the 
BRIDGE Act itself.” 

The approximately half-hour debate at 
Senate included arguments for the immediate 
passage of the resolution to protect Rice 
DACA students and, conversely, for a delay of 
the vote in order to continue discussing how 
the SA would be involved in partisan issues 
in the future. 

According to Jones College President 
Chris Sabbagh, who voted in favor of the 
resolution, the SA needs to have additional 
conversations about its role in future federal 
legislature. 

Sabbagh, a senior, addressed SA President 
Griffin Thomas and Director of Government 
Relations Antonia Iyer, both of whom co-
sponsored Resolution #4. 

“I don’t think students know the process 
that you all went through to decide to bring 
this up as a piece of legislation,” Sabbagh said. 

McMurtry College President Madhuri 
Venkateswar compared DACA students 
to women who fought for sexual assault 
prevention. 

“It was immigrant women who fought 
and risked their physical safety and I draw a 
comparison between those populations and 
DACA populations right now,” Venkateswar, 
a senior, said. 

Venkateswar also said it was more 
important to vote on the resolution than 

to continue debate about how the Senate 
should handle political matters. 

“We should have conversations about 
what we should do as a Senate but first and 
foremost we should have those conversations 
later when they don’t have to do with 
invisible students at Rice on this campus,” 
Venkateswar said. 

Duncan College President David Doucet 
motioned to end debate immediately after 
the floor opened, but the motion failed. 

Brown College Senator Taylor Morin, who 
supported the motion to close debate, said 
the weeks and months preceding the vote 
should have been enough time for senators 
to gather opinion and properly represent 
their colleges. 

“There [have] been discussions about 
this issue of DACA, whether Rice should 
be a sanctuary campus, all the way since 
November,” Morin, a sophomore, said. 

Brown President Santiago Avila, who 
made the second motion to end debate, also 
said that the vote should not be delayed in 
favor of more discussion. 

“Every day that we delay tells our students 
that are actually affected by this that we care 
a little less about them,” Avila, a junior, said. 
“As the Student Association, we have a duty to 
uphold the community values that we set forth 
and we have to stand up for our students.” 

The second vote to close debate passed 
by one. 

Jones senior Meredith Glaubach, 
McMurtry senior Magen Eissenstat and 
Brown freshman Carly Frieders organized 
students to participate in a silent show of 
support for Resolution #4. 

Students lined one wall of Farnsworth 
Pavilion, where the meeting was held, 
holding signs with messages such as 
“Support our undocumented community” 
and “Stronger together #BridgeTheGap.” 

Frieders spoke for the group at the 
beginning of the debate on the resolution. 

“We feel the most important job of the 
SA should be to advance the needs of the 
students in this university and the most 
important thing about this resolution is that 
it would do that,” Frieders said. “It would 
protect undocumented students on this 
campus and it would ultimately do so by 
supporting a bipartisan bill.” 
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0ELECTIONS 
FROM PAGE 1 

vote. I realize mistakes happen, so I really hope 
this was simply a clerical error.” 

SA presidential candidate Jake Nyquist said 
the recent events have negatively impacted the 
candidates and the student body. 

“Errors like this contribute to skepticism 
toward the SA that, even as a candidate to be 
its president, is hard for me not to buy into,” 
Nyquist, a Will Rice junior, said. “We should 
hold the SA accountable for providing reliable 
elections that the students can trust.” 

Wiess College junior Hannah Todd, who 
launched a write-in campaign for SA president 
on Monday, said she felt Thomas’ decision was 
necessary given the circumstances. 

“The SA always strives for consistency and 
fairness and I believe this election’s events made 
this necessary,” Todd said. 

Presidential candidate Justin Onwenu said 
he felt members of the current SA executive team 
and Elections Committee’s social media support 
for Todd had been a factor in why Thomas had 
requested the election be rerun. 

“Members of the executive team have actively 
made efforts to undermine this election process 
and are now capitalizing off of these efforts,” 
Onwenu said. “It’s completely unfair and win 
or lose, students deserve to have a fair election, 
myself included. [Thomas] filed to have the 
election redone because of mistakes made by the 
very same committee that has a vested interest in 
makingsure[Todd]getsafullcampaignschedule 
to campaign. [Todd] is the nicest person I know. 
But this election has gone off the rails.” 

Thomas said the situation is due to a mis-
communication among the Elections Commit-
tee, and he voted at 8 p.m. Monday before Todd 
announced her candidacy when he noticed 
Frediere was not on the ballot. He said he did not 
intend to undermine Onwenu’s campaign. 

“It’s an unfortunate allegation considering I 
said I was voting for [Onwenu], so the allegation 
that I would not only revoke that endorsement 
but then take actions to significantly undermine 
[Onwenu’s] campaign are both a little bit 
ridiculous and greatly offensive,” Thomas said. 

Managing Editor Anita Alem contributed to 
this report. 

Undergraduate students will be voting on 
revisions to the Student Association 
constitution this week. The proposed 
version, written by the Committee on 
Constitutional Revisions, has the following 
differences from the current version, 

CONSTITUTION IN BRIEF 

which was last updated in January. 

CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS 
SEPARATED CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS 

42,000 6,200
18,600 

WORD CONSTITUTION 
WORD BYLAWS 

110 16 
48 

PAGE CONSTITUTION 
PAGE BYLAWS 

WORDS 

PAGES 

old constitution 
new constitution 

Anita Alem, Managing Editor 

Chaired by SA Parliamentarian Annabelle 
McIntire-Gavlick 
Held constitutional convention with 
members including: former UCourt Chair 
Makenzie Drukker, current UCourt Chair 
Marcela Interiano and former SA Treasurer 
Sai Chilakapati 
Examined constitutions at peer 
universities 
Requested input from the Blanket Tax 
Committee 
Guided by the goals of sustainability, 
accessibility and addressing confusion 
surrounding blanket tax funding, which 
was reformed three years ago 

PROCEDURE TO DETERMINE CHANGES 
Simplified language and structure with core constitution 
more accessible from a length standpoint 
Blanket tax status application process for new 
organizations is now every two years instead of annual 
The initiative fund is constitutionally mandated to fund 
“new and innovative projects,” whereas the previous 
constitution did not specify any particular requirements for 
projects receiving initiative funding 
Added clause to the elections regulations in the 
constitution banning candidates from offering student 
funding in exchange for support, and requires that 
candidates provide compensation at market value for all 
support not from Rice-related entities 
Parliamentarian will have discretion over whether absences 
will be excused 
Provided more time for scheduling and clarified decorum 
for UCourt hearings 

MAJOR OVERALL CHANGES 

infographic by christina tan 
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Demo’s Automotive Center
2438 Tangley at Kelvin in Rice Village
713-526-3781
Free Shuttle to Home or Office (some geographic restrictions apply)

Our Maintenance Program 
improves gas mileage, 

provides longer tire life and 
reduces engine wear.

Demo Jr.
Since 1988

Costa
Since 1980

Demo
Since 1964

We Are Car Cosmetic Specialists... No One Does It Better!

5-D Collision Repair:  
Dings, Dents, Damage  
Disappear at Demos!
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Data science 
initiative moves 

forward
Cameron Wallace

Thresher Staff

Starting as early as next year, Rice 
University’s $50 million Data Science Initiative 
will be hiring new faculty members in 
preparation for creating a new minor, additional 
classes and possible master’s programs for 
undergraduate and graduate students at Rice.

According to Rachel Kimbro and Keith 
Cooper, co-chairs of the Data Science Search 
and Programming Committee, data science is 
less of a specialized research field and more of 
a collection of tools that people of all disciplines 
will increasingly need.

“Data science skills are increasingly 
recognized as 21st-century skills, and we would 
like for Rice students to have the opportunity 
to acquire them, because those skills are 
going to be necessary across a wide range of 
careers,” Kimbro and Cooper said in an emailed 
statement. “It is about sharing tools and 
techniques which researchers then deploy in 
their own fields. In other words, the same tools 
are useful across a wide range of disciplines; 
and what’s needed is to bring researchers 
together from across those fields to learn the 
tools and develop new ones.”

Kimbro and Cooper, who are respectively 
professors of sociology and computer science, 
said this will entail programmatic additions 
to Rice’s curriculum such as a new minor and 
possibly masters’ programs.

“Out of this community, we will see the 
development of a novel undergraduate minor 
in data science and, quite likely, one or more 
professional masters’ programs,” Kimbro 
and Cooper said. “These programs will equip 
Rice graduates with the knowledge, skills, 
and understanding to play active roles in 
the emerging data-driven sectors of both the 
academic world and the business world.”

Fred Oswald, co-chair of the Data Science 
Curriculum Committee, said these additions 
will be buttressed by changes in course 
offerings for undergraduate students, including 
restructuring current courses.

“We want to shape [current programs] 
into the broader initiative and bring people 
together,” Oswald, a psychology professor, said. 
“We are setting a framework, and trying to take 
the innovation on the hiring side and add that 
to our foundation in terms of data science.”

The Data Science Curriculum Committee 
has laid out four specific core competencies 
that form the basis of data science skills. These 
are roughly speaking creativity, analysis, 
communications, and ethics, Oswald and 
committee co-chair Devika Subramanian said.

Current Rice faculty also stand to benefit 
from the Initiative. Kimbro and Cooper said 
that new technologies and data techniques will 
provide new opportunities for creative research, 
and new faculty members are expected to spark 
new cross-disciplinary collaborations. 

“The hope is that the new hires will help to 
galvanize the faculty who are here and bring 
cutting-edge tools to campus to enhance the 
data science going on here already,” Kimbro 
and Cooper said. 

According to Provost Lynn Marie Miranda, 
the Initiative will not only lead to new programs, 
but also help to strengthen Rice’s current 
interaction with Houston

“Even before the Data Science Initiative, 
many at Rice were engaged with Houston,” 
Miranda said. “One example is the Urban Data 
Platform for Houston, led by Kathy Ensor, 
professor of statistics. Rice’s commitment to the 
DSI contributed to the Houston Endowment’s 
decision to fund the Platform.”

Subramanian, a computer science professor, 
said data science offerings will teach students 
versatile skills.

“You may not be able to do what a computer 
scientist does, but they may not be able to come 
up with the clever questions that you can,” 
Subramanian said. “We don’t want you to have 
to go find a computer scientist.”

Data science skills are 
increasingly recognized 
as 21st-century skills.

 
Rachel Kimbro & Keith Cooper

Data Science Search 
Committee Co-Chairs

Frediere dropped out of the race on Saturday 
and endorsed Onwenu’s campaign. 

Electronic voting in the race began 8 p.m. 
on Monday and will be open for one week, 
until the evening of March 6. However, on 
Tuesday, SA President Griffin Thomas filed a 
complaint with University Court asking the 
voting period be rerun due to constitutional 
violations including the exclusion of Frediere 
on the ballot without the Senate’s approval 
and the exclusion of part-time undergraduates 
from voting (see p. 1).

Frediere bows out
Frediere, a Duncan College sophomore 

and current SA treasurer, posted a video to 
Facebook on Saturday evening, less than 24 
hours after the end of Friday’s debate, in which 
he said he did not see a “path to victory” for his 
campaign and endorsed Onwenu

“I am concerned about the potential of 
an SA president making promises he cannot 
keep,” Frediere said in the video. “That’s why 
I’m endorsing [Onwenu], who has been one 
of the most consistent and firm advocates for 
students over the past few years.”

Onwenu, a Sid Richardson College 
junior and former SA senator, said he met 
with Frediere right before he released his 
endorsement.

“I’m definitely really humbled to have his 
support,” Onwenu said. “However, I know this 
race is not over and I plan to make sure every 
Rice student knows how hard I’m willing to 
work on their behalf!”

Nyquist, a Will Rice College junior has 
served as a senator and currently serves on the 
Committee for the Undergraduate Curriculum 
and UCourt. Preceding the SA election, Nyquist 
ran but was not elected for the position of Will 
Rice College president. 

Nyquist said he was unsure why Frediere 
would say he lacks experience.

“I am somewhat disappointed [Frediere] 
has decided to endorse Justin, who has a wide 
variety of policies that are kind of the opposite 
of innovative, are more of the same of what 
we’re seeing from the SA,” Nyquist said. “It’s 

true that not everything the SA tries is going to 
work 100 percent of the time, but that doesn’t 
mean we shouldn’t try.” 

Debating initiatives
At the Friday night debate, which was hosted 

by the Thresher, the candidates answered 
questions from both the audience and the 
moderators, Thresher Editor-in-Chief Yasna 
Haghdoost and News Editor Drew Keller.

Nyquist’s platform supports reducing 
disciplinary fines and allowing ombudspeople 
into SJP proceedings. Nyquist clarified during 
the debate that due to confidentiality issues, 
the ombudspeople would be staff members, 
not students. According to Nyquist, these 
staff members would provide guidance on 
the judicial process and serve a third-party 
role, separate from the individuals involved in 
questioning the student.

“When you’re referred to SJP, a lot of students 
are a little bit afraid [and] confused about the 
process,” Nyquist said at the debate. “I’m on 
UCourt and I’ve seen it. Why don’t we just 
provide them with the guidance that they need 
to not be confused in this process, so they’re no 
longer afraid and it will make it easier for both 
SJP and students.”

Onwenu said he plans to reform the SA 
structure to provide more opportunities 
for student involvement and suggested a 
constitutional amendment or a bill to increase 
the amount of student roles.

“We need to expand opportunities for people 
who, when they came in their first week, didn’t 
necessarily know what they were passionate 
about,” Onwenu said. “But now they do and 
they want an avenue to change something.” 

Frediere proposed to refer professors to the 
Center for Teaching Excellence based on course 
evaluations, but recognized his proposal would 
not be binding without first passing the SA and 
Faculty Senate, and that a similar measure has 
failed before.

Sexual assault prevention
Onwenu said he would focus on discussions 

about the progress and effectiveness of the 
Critical Thinking in Sexuality course and 
create a document to consolidate the different 
initiatives for students’ comprehension.

“We need to bring up dialogue again,” he 
said. “When we do that, it starts the conversation 

again, not necessarily [adding] new initiatives, 
but strengthening the initiatives we have.”

In the past, Nyquist co-sponsored legislation 
establishing the Students Transforming Rice 
into a Violence-Free Environment program 
aimed at preventing sexual assault. 

“Sexual assault is an issue I care about a lot 
and have a great track record of discussing in 
the SA,” Nyquist said. “However, I chose not to 
include it as a specific platform point because 
I believe it is most important that the SA 
devote resources first to improving our existing 
programs before we add new initiatives.”

If elected, Nyquist said he would focus 
on improving already existing initiatives as 
opposed to creating new ones.

“I would like to strengthen our existing 
programs by working with STRIVE liaisons and 
integrate more of [the sexual assault prevention] 
content into [Rice Health Advisor] training and 
make sure the visibility of the CTIS working 
group is more widespread,” Nyquist said.

Frediere, who served on the Wellbeing 
Committee last year as a New Student 
Representative, advocated for placing security 
cameras in public spaces to deter crimes.

The role of the SA in politics
A recent topic of debate in the Student 

Association Senate is the SA’s role in addressing 
national political issues, such as the BRIDGE 
Act, which proposed legislative action that 
would write Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals protections for undocumented students 
into law.

Onwenu said he would not act unilaterally on 
political matters and stressed the importance of 
Rice’s role in protecting all students, regardless 
of background. 

“Whether it be deportation or income status 
or healthcare, if it risks your chances of being 
here and decreases your likelihood of finding 
success, Rice has an obligation to protect you, 
but I would be careful about pushing any 
particular political agenda,” Onwenu said.

Nyquist said he would focus on gathering 
reliable data on student opinion because the 
current survey system is flawed because surveys 
differ between residential colleges.

“If we fix this [surveying] problem we can 
make sure every time we discuss any legislation 
in the SA, we’re making an informed decision 
that’s backed up by the students,” Nyquist said.



When I first heard about the proposal to lower 
the number of distribution classes required, my 
gut reaction was somewhere along the lines of 
a primal scream. I understand Rice frequently 
undertakes discussions about changing the 
distribution requirements, and I realize  these 
changes rarely occur. If they do, the most likely 
first step is to lower the number of distribution 
credits required, according to outgoing Duncan 
College Senator Jessica Hartz.

This is the wrong first step. This reduction 
sends entirely the wrong signal to the Rice 
community and prospective students who 
seek to join it. Our distribution requirements 
are already much looser than those of our peer 
institutions, many of which have much more 
specific courses to fulfill each distribution area. 
At Duke University, students in the college of 
arts and sciences must take at least two courses 
in five areas of inquiry, according to its website. 
Given the quantity of their major requirements, 
engineers typically have fewer general education 
requirements, a model that Rice could adopt as 
well by scaling back the number of distribution 
hours engineers must take.

Rather than lowering the number of credits 
required, Rice should begin by more clearly 
defining the goal of each distribution designation. 
Instead of lumping classes into three divisions, 

Rice should institute more specific requirements. 
For example, we could require that students take 
classes on foreign languages, technology and 
coding, literature and non-Western cultures. 
With more clearly defined topics and structures, 
distribution requirements would better serve 
their goal of “giving students a broad education 
beyond their major,” as defined by the Rice 
admissions website.

By requiring fewer breadth credits than its 
peer institutions, Rice shortchanges its students 
not only in their knowledge but also in their 
educational paradigm. Under the current model 
and the intense requirements placed on Rice 
engineering students, distribution credits too 
often become too low a priority. Since many Rice 
students intend to pursue graduate school, they 
are often reluctant to take classes outside of their 
strengths, worrying that taking a new class will 
hurt their GPA.

As both a history major and a human 
passionate about learning, it tortures my soul 
whenever I hear engineers recommending easy 
D1 classes to one another. As Peer Academic 
Advisers will quickly tell you, D1 requirements 
aren’t supposed to be easy; they should challenge 
you to explore interests beyond your major. 
But I’m not sure that’s the effect of our current 
distribution requirements.

It’s not just the humanities that suffer. Since 
Rice takes AP credit in D3 areas and my academic 
interests (and talents) lie squarely in the 
humanities and social sciences divisions, I can 
graduate from Rice without setting foot in a math 
or science course. At first, I was pretty excited 
about this, but my essay-heavy workload seems 

to swell my verbal capacities while allowing my 
math muscles to atrophy. Having heard Rice 
engineers tell me how hard their math classes 
are has made me pretty darn reluctant to enroll. 
Without a math requirement for humanities 
majors — or even classes that seem accessible — 

it seems unlikely that I’ll branch out significantly. 
Much as I struggled in high school calculus, 
I regret that taking derivatives and looking at 
mathematical models won’t be an integral part 
of my college experience. I didn’t come to Rice 
simply for a degree. I wanted to truly hone my 
intellectual capacities, and not just in my areas 
of strength.

On its website Rice calls itself a 
“comprehensive research university,” claiming 
to provide a “robust curriculum” and a holistic 
undergraduate experience that equips [its] 
students with the knowledge, skills and values 
to make a distinctive impact in the world.” 
While the vast resources and talented faculty 
make a holistic undergraduate education easily 
attainable, I don’t think it’s required for a Rice 
diploma, and it should be. 

Distribution requirements should be more specific, not lower

Letter to the Editor: Distribution requirements should be reduced to nothing
To the Editor: 

As the faculty consider changes to the 
distribution requirements in the curriculum, 
I would like to advocate for what I consider 
the only sane proposal, the reduction of 
distribution requirements to almost nothing. 
This strategy follows from one simple truth: 
What students get out of a class depends 
directly on how much energy they put into it.

I have yet to genuinely invest in a distribution 
class. Instead, these courses are annoying hoops 
I jump through on the way to a worthier goal. I 

attend class based on the recommendation of 
a Magic 8 Ball I keep on my desk – ostensibly 
earning only 12 out of the 24 required credits 
measured in terms of attendance. I don’t take my 
assignments for these classes seriously because 
of the pass/fail system, and often do them at the 
last minute without any thought for producing 
quality work. Last semester I skipped a final 
to go to the movies with friends. The semester 
before I covered my final in doodles of dinosaurs 
and nothing else.

Few of my distribution courses have 
enriched my education, and many of them have 

unfairly burdened professors with disinterested 
students. Conversely, in courses outside my 
major (many of which should grant distribution 
credit yet do not), I have poured my heart and 
soul into essays, dug into material outside of 
class, and repeatedly visited with professors 
during office hours, developing valuable 
relationships and intellectual vibrancy.

I understand that allowing students to 
set their own curriculum requirements is 
anathema to many professors. However, I posit 
that we already do exactly this, regardless 
of graduation requirements, simply by 

modulating the time and energy we invest into 
our courses.

I fully encourage graduation requirements 
that require exploration. But if you limit my 
selection to a narrow range of topics I find 
uninteresting (from my conversations with 
peers I am far from alone in this opinion), 
please do not make the mistake of equating 
course completion with achieving a broad and 
meaningful education.

Alex Hayes
Baker College ’18

The fact that the burden of Student Judicial 
Programs fines falls unevenly on students of 
differing socio-economic statuses is not up 
for debate. What does appear to be up for 
debate is whether SJP should continue to be 
able to impose fines on students as a punitive 
sanction for violations of the Code of Student 
Conduct. As student judicial officials, we 
believe the answer is no.

Any two students who commit identical 
code violations should be sanctioned equally, 
but that effectively doesn’t happen when fines 
are used. (Fines do not include restitution for 
damaged property. If you break it, you buy it.) 
Fines are commonplace and convenient, and 
we understand why SJP currently uses them, 
but a low-income student may experience a 
monetary fine as significantly more punitive 
than a high-income student does.

 There must be a better alternative to 
fines. A variety of other sanctions like a 
letter of reprimand, community service, 
alcohol offender education, disciplinary 
probation, among others could be used in 
lieu of fines without losing the punitive value 

of the sanction package. Not only would 
these alternative sanctions be more socio-
economically equitable, they would likely 
be more educational and beneficial for the 
community that was harmed.

The argument against fines can be 
made from another perspective. Fines don’t 
effectively prevent recidivism, as many 
sociology and criminology studies have 

demonstrated. If fines aren’t effective, why, 
other than ubiquity and convenience, are we 
still using them?

That students agree to SJP’s existing 
penalty structure when they matriculate 
isn’t an argument against its alteration. 
Students agree to a Code of Student Conduct 
and an alcohol policy that change almost 
every year. Moreover, judicial precedence 
is not established to be blindly followed. 
Communities evolve and so should the 
policies that govern them.

In the past, students have successfully 
advocated for reforms in SJP processes, and 
the next Student Association  president will 
be in an excellent position to lead an effort to 
phase out fines. The next president can and 
should maximize their efforts by utilizing the 
unique prominence of their position to bring 
together campus stakeholders and to echo the 
concerns of the student body. This issue needs 
campus-wide attention, and the SA president, 
with the backing of the student body and 
other campus organizations, can give it that. 
We’re excited to see students recognizing 

the importance of this issue and hope that 
the discussion will result in another reform 
that improves low-income accessibility on 
campus.

Lizzie Bjork  is a 
Duncan College 
freshman

Marcela Interiano is the current 
University Court chair and a Lovett College 
senior,  Joyce Chen is a University 
Court New Student Representative and 
a McMurtry College freshman and 
Makenzie Drukker  is a University 
Court College Representative, the former 
University Court chair and a McMurtry 
senior
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Rather than lowering 
the number of credits 
required, Rice should 
begin by more clearly 
defining the goal of 
each distribution 
designation. 

Students who commit 
identical code 
violations should be 
sanctioned equally, 
but that effectively 
doesn’t happen when 
fines are used.



         
          

         

 
            

 
           

           
              

             
          

      
            

              

           
                

            
              

             
 

           
          

            
           

            

 
              

              
           

                  
              

 
            
            

              

         
            

             
           

           

             
 

              
                

            
            

           
           

            
             

               
 

            
                

              

            
              

             
         

          
         

           
         

             
         

         
            

                
             

 
 

    

          
              

            
 

          
 

            
         

          
           

          
           

            
           

          
           

 

         
         

            
           

           
                 

          

 
           

              
            

              
              
               

        
              

          
            

            

   6 OP-ED the Rice Thresher Wednesday, March 1,2017 

POLICY BREAKDOWN 
In previous years, the Thresher has printed an endorsement of the SA presidential candidate we thought was best suited for the position. However, this year after the debates, we found 

that both Jake Nyquist and Justin Onwenu had different strengths and weaknesses on various policy issues; thus, the Editorial Board has elected not to endorse a candidate. Rather, we 
provide below a more nuanced analysis of each candidate’s platform, based on their public statements and debate performances, to evaluate the merits of their proposals on a case by 
case basis. We hope our readers will find this guide helpful as they enter into the voting period.  

JUSTIN ONWENU SEXUAL ASSAULT JAKE NYQUIST 

Onwenu’s platform includes a call to lead discussions on sexual assault. During the 
debates, Onwenu clarified he wanted to reopen dialogue from last year regarding Critical 
Thinking in Sexuality, and continue assessing the class moving forward. He also said he 
wanted to strengthen the Students Transforming Rice into a Violence-Free Environment 
program and CTIS, and coordinate efforts among students, administration and offices across 
campus. He said current efforts to combat sexual assault were “scattered,” and called for a 
“document” or “legislation” outlining Rice’s stance on the issue. While the Thresher agrees 
reopening dialogue and strengthening existing initiatives are important, we find Onwenu’s 
call for a uniform document to be a nebulous proposal that doesn’t address sexual violence 
prevention. In any case, students can visit safe.rice.edu to learn about Rice’s policies, seek 
help, and learn about involvement opportunities on this matter. Given the existing resources, 
we are unsure what new or tangible change Onwenu hopes to accomplish with a document 
listing Rice’s stance on sexual violence. TIE 

ThoughNyquistdidnot includesexualassaultpreventioninhisplatform,during 
the debates he pointed to his record as SA senator in voting for Senate Bill #4 (the 
proposal for the creation of CTIS), as well as co-sponsoring legislation creating the 
STRIVE liaison program. Prior to voting on SB#4, he penned an opinion piece for the 
Thresher voicing concerns over lack of student input in the CTIS proposal, which he 
pointed to in the debates as an example of engaging students in campus dialogue. 
In the future, Nyquist calls for evaluating and strengthening existing programs and 
integrating STRIVE training into Rice Health Advisor training; he argued creating 
new initiatives would thin the SA’s resources and negatively affect the viability of 
each specific effort. While we agree Nyquist’s past record on addressing sexual 
assault on campus is strong, we do not believe he offered substantial proposals 
aside from strengthening existing ideas. 

STUDENT JUDICIAL PROGRAMS 

When asked about the relationship between Student Judicial Programs and students 
during the debate, Onwenu said both SJP and students can take steps to reduce tensions. 
He also said discussion around SJP could reframe it as more than an organization that 
addresses alcohol policy violations. Despite these comments, Onwenu did not offer any 
concrete actions in his platform or during the debate with regards to SJP. Last year, in his run 
for external vice president, one of Onwenu’s three platform points was to create better ways 
of communicating SJP policies. 

Both in his platform and in the debate, Nyquist emphasized SJP reform. The 
Thresher finds Nyquist’s plan to reduce or eliminate fines to be feasible, as he could 
utilize his position to gather student opinion and present these opinions to SJP. If 
achieved, his proposal would ensure punitive measures do not disproportionately 
affect low-income students. In the debate, Nyquist clarified his proposal would 
providestudentsoptionalstaff,notstudent,ombudspeopleduringSJPproceedings, 
to ensure no FERPA violations take place. However, Nyquist’s proposal may be 
difficult to implement as it would involve hiring additional employees. 

WIN 
SA POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT 

Onwenu addressed the BRIDGE Act specifically, saying the SA should speak out to 
protect students. Rather than setting an overarching standard for whether the SA should 
become involved in national political discussions, he stated the SA should address such 
issues on a case-by-case basis. This is a reasonable approach that should gain broad support 
from the student body. 

WIN 

Nyquist has not taken a strong position on the BRIDGE Act, even when directly 
asked. He advocated for a communitywide conversation, specifically calling for 
standardized surveys and focus groups. Reforming the surveying processes are 
easily implemented ideas that could be helpful. However, surveys are only the first 
step, and Nyquist did not address how the SA should act on survey results — nor did 
he acknowledge that surveys shouldn’t be the only factor in a decision that directly 
impacts parts of the Rice community. Many questions remain: If a slight majority 
supports SA action, should it still be taken? Should the voices of affected students be 
weighted more heavily than others? 

SA STRUCTURE 

Onwenu’s suggestions to restructure the New Student Representative program and 
combat the leadership pipeline in the SA are pertinent considering how the current 
structure can be prohibitive to students who do not become involved early on. However, 
Onwenu did not offer any specific plans beyond “more opportunities” for upperclassmen 
and non-NSRs. Currently, general student body members who don’t have official positions 
in the SA can both chair and be members of committees. 

TIE 

Nyquist said he would increase outreach to certain diverse groups not 
typically involved in the SA, but did not offer suggestions as to which groups he 
was referencing. He also indicated this would simply be to gather opinion, as 
opposed to pinpointing the origins of why these groups are underrepresented and 
increasing their inclusion in official positions. Nyquist’s plans to interface with 
individual students and attend college cabinet meetings overlaps with the roles of 
SA external vice president and senators, NSRs and presidents who already hold this 
responsibility. A micromanaging approach is also likely impractical considering all 
of the president’s responsibilities. 

LOW-INCOME ACCESSIBILITY 
While calling for decreased hidden fees associated with social life at Rice is admirable, 

this year’s administration has already been working toward these goals. Of Onwenu’s three 
ideas to decrease the cost of Saturday night dinners, social life, and applying to graduate 
school, only the last idea is strictly novel. He stated he has worked with SA external vice 
president Hannah Todd and Housing and Dining to use Tetra at Houston restaurants. 
After working on this for several months, Onwenu said the eventual conclusion was 
that this initiative was not feasible. However, the Thresher believes Onwenu’s previous 
communications with H&D indicate he understands the stakeholders and is equipped to 
lead these discussions moving forward. 

WIN 

Nyquist’s stance that a low-income student’s experience at Rice does not 
depend on what college they are placed into is reasonable. However, Nyquist’s 
suggestion that residential colleges should discuss their different plans to ensure 
some degree of uniformity indicates he is unaware that these discussions have 
already been and are being had. College presidents did share their ideas for 
this among each other before creating their individual structures for funding to 
decrease the burden of social expenditures on low-income students. With regards 
to new initiatives for low-income accessibility, Nyquist said he wanted to eliminate 
fines from SJP (see analysis of SJP policies), which would help equalize the weight 
of punitive measures considering the impact of a fine is dependent upon income. 

TEACHING EXCELLENCE 
Onwenu’s platform on teaching excellence is almost fully negative: In the debate, he 

criticized Nyquist’s proposal, saying it is unrealistic for the SA president to influence the 
tenureprocess.WhileOnwenumaybecorrectthattheSApresidenthasverylimitedinfluence 
over tenure, one of the roles of the SA president is to act as an advocate and representative 
for student interests to the administration on such issues. As other candidates mentioned, 
the Survey of all Students has repeatedly shown teaching quality to be one of the issues of 
most interest to the student body; rather than preemptively giving up on making an impact 
in this area, Onwenu should be working to present ideas of his own. 

BLANKET TAX 

Onwenu’s promise to leverage blanket tax to support student interests is flawed and his 
understanding that Rice Video Productions assets are comparable to the SA40K initiative 
from two years ago is illogical. RVP’s physical assets have already been allocated to the 
Student Media Office and only about $5,000 of monetary assets are being repossessed, 
which returns directly to the blanket tax general fund. The Blanket Tax Committee already 
has the initiative fund for evaluating and funding. The only power of leverage the president 
has over the blanket tax is the ability to attend committee meetings and voice their opinion, 
as does every undergraduate student. 

Nyquist’s proposals to improve teaching excellence will not necessarily be 
feasible. However, Nyquist acknowledged that such actions cannot be unilateral 
and must gain Faculty Senate approval, saying he would speak with the provost 
to move forward with modifications to the tenure process. Furthermore, his 
suggestion to use Vision for the Second Century to emphasize teaching excellence 
is a good one. Overall, this is the right way for the SA president to go about effecting 
change: raising suggestions and engaging in dialogue to assess their feasibility. 

WIN 

FACILITIES 

Nyquist recently introduced Senate legislation creating a working group 
to address housing issues. As with other issues, it is important to work with the 
administration in order to achieve meaningful change, rather than taking a 
confrontational stance from the beginning. With this in mind, it is reassuring to 
hear that Nyquist has already met with H&D leadership about reforming the work 
order system. 

https://safe.rice.edu
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Letter to the Editor: Endorsement? 
To the Editor: Nyquist, this issue is the sorry state of Rice’s living 

facilities. For Onwenu, it is the blanket tax. In 
For the first time in recent history, the Thresher the conclusion of their paragraph on Nyquist’s 

decided not to endorse a candidate in the Student stance on facilities, the Thresher says, “With 
Association presidential election. Instead, they this in mind, it is reassuring to hear that Nyquist 
published a weak excuse for analytical journalism has already met with H&D leadership about 
where they declared a “winner” on six different reforming the work order system.” In the first 
issues discussed during the campaign. Of course, sentence of their paragraph on Onwenu’s plans, 
they decided they could not hurt any feelings and they say, “Onwenu’s promise to leverage the 
had each candidate “win” two issues and then blanket tax system to support student interests 
declared a “tie” on two issues. However, when is flawed and his understanding that RVP assets 
examining the Thresher’s writing, they tacitly are comparable to the SA40k initiative from two 
admit that Nyquist is the better candidate. Though years ago is illogical.” Typically, I would chalk 
there are many such examples of their journalistic up a position being characterized as “reassuring” 
failure, I will focus on two specifically. instead of “flawed and illogical” as a victory, but 

In the section on low-income accessibility, the Thresher makes no such distinction. 
the Thresher declares Justin Onwenu the winner. As a student body, we must demand fair and 
However, much of their writing regarding his honest reporting by the Thresher, our primary 
plan discusses the failure to realize the idea of source of news on campus. The current election 
making Tetra work off campus. They claim that coverage by the Thresher does not live up to that 
during his negotiations with Housing and Dining standard. 
over this issue, he developed relationships that 
will help during further discussions on low- Kyle Sheehan 
income accessibility. This is nonsensical, given Lovett College ’18 
that Nyquist has also met with H&D head Mark 
Ditman. Also, it is curious to me they consider Editor’s note: The Thresher’s policy analysis 
failure on this issue a positive, given that regional was an opinion piece published by the Editorial 
peer institutions like Southern Methodist Board, meaning that its views reflected the sole 
University and Tulane University can already use opinions of the board’s members. Our decisions 
their student ID off-campus in the form of Pony to designate certain issues as a “win” or “tie” was 
Cash and NOLABuck$, respectively. Past failure based on our own analysis, and we provided our 
should be a sign of future failure, not success. reasoning so readers could make up their own 

At the end of article, the Thresher addresses minds. Our analysis was not intended as a news 
each candidate’s signature issue that the other piece. For Thresher’s news coverage of the election, 
candidate does not address in his platform. For please visit ricethresher.org. 

Vote for plans, not platitudes 
During this campaign, I’ve focused on the allow optional staff ombudspersons in initial 

issues. It’s no secret there has been a spirited meetings and eliminate fines so students who 
debate regarding the candidates’ proposals to are sanctioned equitably. To support low-income 
make Rice a better place. students, I’m pledging to work with college 

However, over the past day that debate has presidents to provide consistent access to paid 
extended into unfounded vitriol directed at me events across campus. To improve teaching, I’m 
from both Justin Onwenu’s allies and his own advocating for efforts to create endowed chairs 
campaign, including an op-ed by a Student for teaching excellence based on my experience 
Association senator claiming I was failing to building the Quality Enhancement Plan, the 
stand up for Title IX complainants, and Justin’s Rice Education of the Future, and serving on the 
condescending remarks that “leadership is hard” Committee on Undergraduate Curriculum. 
and “using buzzwords to rile up students for votes The Thresher recently compared our two 
is easy.” Instead of resorting to personal attacks platforms and here’s what they found: While I’ve 
against Justin, I’d like to have a frank discussion suggested new ideas and fought hard for segments 
about his policies. of the Rice community that we’ve only previously 

Justin, simply discussing sexual assault paid lip service to, your platform contains ideas 
prevention isn’t bold enough. We’ve all talked that have either already happened or will happen 
about it, but here’s the problem — we haven’t right after changeover — setting the bar low rather 
done enough about it. You and I both discussed than looking to the future. 
this issue and Critical Thinking in Sexuality at the Justin, you have had years of opportunities to 
debate, but only you criticized me for lacking the provide impactful changes in the SA and around 
boldness to discuss sexual assault. If you’re so campus.Youhavefailedtodeliveronanoff-campus 
much more bold than I am, why does the Thresher Tetra program and you helped create a Saturday 
think our policies are tied? evening meal program that has been cancelled. 

Justin, you want to “discuss low income Claiming my discussion of serious campus 
accessibility with tangible ideas.” So, let’s discuss issues constitutes “buzzwords” is disingenuous 
low-income accessibility: As the current and and wrong. Students who face serious issues 
former chairs and a member of University Court deserve more than having their problems reduced 
noted about Student Judicial Program, “this to “buzzwords.” Students deserve an SA president 
issue needs campuswide attention, and the SA — and candidates — who can transcend politics 
president, with the backing of the student body and talk substance. 
and other campus organizations, can give it that.” I have served in the SA alongside Justin my 
Do you think low-income students should have to entire time at Rice. Though I do not dispute his 
pay high fines? If UCourt believes it’s possible to experience, I believe my experience also stands 
change SJP sanctions, why don’t you? Why is “I for itself. While we both pitch SA improvements, 
don’t believe it can happen” an excuse not to try? only I have concrete plans to move us forward. 

I didn’t run for SA president to “use We’ve heard enough empty promises. It’s time 
buzzwords” to “rile up students.” I am running for results. 
because I sincerely want to represent and stand up 
for the Rice community. That’s why I am running Jake Nyquist 
a campaign not built on vague platitudes, but isa2017SA 
substantive policy proposals. presidential I want to boldly impact the SA to make it more 
responsive to our community. To work towards candidate 
improving housing, I wrote Senate Bill #6 to re- andaWill 
examine the work order system and housing Ricecollege 
differences across campus. To work towards 

juniorrestructuring SJP policies, I have two proposals: 

Nyquist’s SJP reforms misguided 
One of the core planks of Jake Nyquist’s The second issue with Jake’s campaign is 

Student Association presidential campaign has that his SJP reform proposals are exploiting and 
been his promise of reforms to Student Judicial furthering existing campus disdain of SJP to gain 
Programs. In practice, some of Jake’s proposals student support. When asked at the Thresher’s 
could cause negative outcomes, particularly for presidential debate if he had talked to Lisa 
those reporting sexual assault cases to SJP. Jake’s Zollner’s office about his proposals, Jake never 
rhetoric regarding SJP further delegitimizes mentioned he had even attempted to contact 
an office serving a crucial role as an option the administration. While Jake is not explicitly 
for those who have been sexually assaulted, attacking SJP, this tactic — using campus 
creating strong chilling effect where those who hostility towards SJP as a catalyst for a political 
might normally bring a Title IX case to SJP do campaign — further delegitimizes SJP among the 
not because of the perception of SJP on campus. student body. 
These concerns are not abstract — a student who Instead of being seen as an avenue for victims 
recently brought a Title IX case to SJP relayed of sexual assault to pursue justice without going 
their concerns about Jake’s campaign to me. to the police, SJP is at risk of being perceived 
Those concerns are the basis of this op-ed. as an office constantly attacked and used 

The first issue with Jake’s SJP reform platform as hollow campaign rhetoric in SA political 
is his proposal to allow staff ombudspeople in campaigns. For a student on the fence about 
SJP hearings. While this idea is well intentioned, reporting a sexual assault, this perception of 
if not properly nuanced it could potentially SJP could very well be the deciding factor in why 
create severe negative consequences for those they stay quiet. This outcome should scare us 
bringing Title IX cases. The SJP interview process all, especially considering SJP has a very well 
for Title IX cases is a very intensive, private and thought out reporting process emphasizing the 
sensitive conversation already very difficult accuser’s rights. Both Jake and fellow candidate 
for those involved. The student who came to Justin Onwenu should consider this negative 
me with their concerns felt very strongly that perception of SJP as a problem in its own right 
including an ombudsperson they did not know that the SA should tackle. 
would make these conversations even more A clear priority of this university should be 
uncomfortable, leading to students withholding ensuring those who have been victims of sexual 
vital information. assault feel comfortable bringing their cases 

Further, there are already well trained to SJP. I worry that, despite good intentions, 
resources on campus for those who need support portions of Jake’s campaign run contrary to that 
with Title IX cases, mainly the Office of Sexual goal. I urge him to further consider both the 
Violence Prevention and Title IX Support. The impact of his ombudspeople program on Title 
Title IX office provides each student bringing IX cases and the effect the negative perception 
a case with a well-trained resource navigator of SJP might have on those considering reporting 
who works with the accuser before, during, sexual assault. 
and after the SJP process, acting not only as 
an ombudsperson but also as emotional and 
logistical support for the accuser. These resource 
navigators become close to those bringing Title 
IX cases in a way that a random ombudsperson 
does not, allowing the student to feel comfortable 
with their presence. Proposed changes to SJP 
should consider the wellbeing of those bringing a 
report via Title IX, and it is clear that an including 
an outside ombudsperson would worsen the 
emotional difficulty of this process. 

Taylor Morin isa 
BrownCollege 
sophomore 

Strong ideas beget campus change 
Over the past week, we have seen policy dialogue that can be leveraged to eventually 

points in the Student Association presidential create change. The issues we face on campus 
election criticized because they cannot be today cannot be effectively addressed by a 
unilaterally executed by the SA president. single action from a single SA president. They 
Policies with widespread student support require significant dialogue and debate, which 
involving action by stakeholders external to the will never happen if implementation concerns 
SA have been disparaged for seeming too lofty trump productive discussions. 
or not being preapproved as feasible by campus The SA president’s role is to fight for policies 
administrators. that students want, even if there is not yet a 

Despite this criticism, one thing is clear: clear path to implementation. Furthermore, 
All major issues in this campaign — student it is unreasonable to expect candidates to 
facilities on campus, SJP processes, teaching exhaustively evaluate specific policies with all 
excellence, low-income accessibility, student relevant stakeholders before even receiving a 
safety and academic flexibility — involve mandate from the student body. If we believe 
organizations outside the SA’s jurisdiction. a candidate’s policies best serve student 
Discounting a bold presidential platform interests, we should elect that candidate. 
because not all of its policies have been vetted In the past, discussions surrounding the 
by the relevant external stakeholders limits SA presidential election have unfortunately 
the SA’s ability to effect meaningful change focused on popularity and catchy slogans 
on campus. rather than policy positions. This year, please 

Electing an SA president tells campus consider the candidates’ policies and how they 
administrators that students care about the represent your sentiments. Elect a leader with a 
issues in his or her platform. Thus choosing a platform that addresses the difficult issues that 
president that makes vague promises about will confront our campus in the upcoming year. 
student engagement over one who has a strong 
and concrete platform is a lost opportunity to 
demonstrate the will of the student body on 
important topics. 

A concrete platform about impactful issues 
naturally raises questions about feasibility. 
However, rejecting policy positions exclusively college 
because of implementation concerns is seniors 
self-defeating. Even if a policy is not fully 
implemented, the very act of focusing student 
sentiment on tangible goals opens up a critical 

are Lovett 

RishiSureshand 
BrettGutstein 

R2 When In Venice RICE WRITES by Sarah Wozniak 

Editor’s Note: Congratulations to “When In Venice” for winning this 
month’s contest! Its use of language is unexpected in the best of the water infiltrates the streets and 
ways. The narrative flows beautifully yet also coaxes the audience honeycombs through them; but it is the cobblestone 
to go back and read it again to receive the full impact. Thank you to that suggests a milky not-real 
Sarah for her unique take on the prompt “Unexpected Encouters.”
      -Lily Wulfemeyer, R2 Monthly Contest Committee Chair rich as when I hold milk in my mouth 

2% it becomes warmer than my mother’s honey 
March Monthly Contest foreign cobblestones round like breasts 
Want to see your writing and/or art here next month? Submit 
your work to our March contest! Email a short story or poem up to when at the jetty they stop; there is wind 
400 words in length to r2ricereview@gmail.com. Word or Google but it is not from here, from the sea. 
doc for writing, and jpg/png for art. Winners will receive five free it is from some secret crook of a body in which I grew 
Coffeehouse drinks! Submissions due Tuesday, March 21. R2 January Winner, Art — “Futures, Passing” by Eric Pan 

mailto:r2ricereview@gmail.com
https://ricethresher.org
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welcome to the 

FOOD CORNER 
A HIDDEN GEM IN THE HEIGHTS 

Lauren Heller 
Thresher Staff 

Don’t be fooled by the word “diner” — this 
restaurant does not fit the conventions of an 
American diner in any sense. Located in the 
Heights, Republic Diner + Sojubang is a tiny 
Korean restaurant, with tasty food and a cool 
ambience that upstages many trendy restaurants 
in the neighborhood. 

Walking into Republic Diner + Sojubang, 
you’ll find only a few tables and a bar besides 
the patio outside, so I recommend arriving 
before 7 p.m., especially if you go in a group. The 
small interior fits the vibe of the Heights very 
well with large pictures of street signs in Seoul 
and different old school stereos and speakers 
mounted to the walls, along with a randomly 
placed colorful fish tank in the back. 

The food menu is split between sharable 
starters, soups and noodles and entrees that are 
a mix of authentic and Americanized dishes. 
The price for each menu item ranges from $6 
to $24 (this price is for the largest entree that 
comes with all the traditional Korean sides), 
but the average menu item costs $10 or $11. 
There’s also a separate drink menu with a 
variety of Korean sojus. 

Some members of my group started the meal 
by splitting kimchi fries, a delicious combination 
of house cut french fries with bulgogi beef, 
kimchi pieces, kimchi aioli, sesame sauce and 

green onions. For comparison, Oh My Gogi!, 
the food truck in Rice Village, serves fries that 
are similar in concept and price (theirs sell for 
$7 and Republic Diner’s fries sell for $8), but 
Republic Diner’s kimchi fries are less greasy 
with higher-quality components. 

Off to a great start, we ordered several 
other appetizers and entrees to round out the 
meal, including pajeon, wings and dolsot 
bibimbap. Branching out from my usual beef 
bulgogi order, I decided to try the pajeon, 
which comes in two varieties on the menu. 
Pajeon is a pancake made with egg and flour 
batter with different fillings. My pajeon had 
generous portions of onions, red bell peppers 
and scallions. The other option, haemuljeon, 
is filled with assorted seafood. Pajeon is often 
compared to Chinese green onion pancakes, 
but I found mine to be thicker and chewier, 
and thus more substantial, than its Chinese 
counterpart. It is listed as an appetizer for $6, 
but given that it has six slices, I found this dish 
to serve equally well as an individual entree. 

The wings were another appetizer that could 
serve as an entree. Republic Diner’s menu 
describes their rendition as “the other KFC” with 
a blend of sweet, savory and spicy flavors in the 
sauce. The dolsot bibimbap was one of the more 
traditional items on the menu, arriving in a hot 
pot “sizzling like fire from hell” (according to 
my friend, not the menu) that crisped the rice 
on the edges of the bowl. My group enjoyed the 

generous portions of veggies (they were able to 
customize the dish to be vegan) and found it to 
be a very hearty meal. 

Another traditional menu item is wang galbi, 
which is the restaurant’s signature barbecue 
short rib served with rice and all the traditional 
Korean accompaniments. Republic Diner also 
offers dishes that are not authentic by any 
means, like the KO burger and kimchi fried rice, 
which we didn’t get a chance to try. 

Overall, there are enough different dishes on 
the menu to please meat lovers and vegans alike 
and keep them coming back for more. Of course, 
my favorite part is that the menu prices don’t 
reflect a premium for the quality or portions of 
the dishes. With Republic Diner, I’m surprised 
to discover that my favorite Korean restaurant 
in Houston is actually in the Heights, not in 
Chinatown or off Long Point Road. 

lauren heller/thresher 

THERE’S A NEW KILLEN’S IN TOWN 
Lauren Heller 

Thresher Staff 

First there was Killen’s Steakhouse, 
sourcing top-quality steaks from around 
the country to fulfill a carnivore’s dream. 
Next came Killen’s Barbecue, famous for its 
hour-long lines and wood-smoked meats. 
Then opened Killen’s Burgers, serving up 
classic burgers with fantastic cuts of meat in 
a retro-feeling diner. The only problem was 
that all of these places are at least 30 minutes 
away in Pearland, which won’t do for a busy 
Rice student. So, as you can imagine, I was 
excited to see that Ronnie Killen would open 
his first outpost in the city of Houston this 
winter. 

This new restaurant, dubbed Killen’s STQ 
and situated at Bramble’s old location is a 
serious upgrade. The concept is a blend of 
Killen’s Steakhouse (the “ST”) and Killen’s 
Barbecue (the “Q”), resulting in a sit-down 
restaurant that is casual, but still accepts 
reservations and serves more upscale food 
than the barbecue joint. Wood fire draws 
together the seemingly disparate dishes on 
the menu. 

Of course, Killen’s STQ serves more than 
just expensive steaks. There’s a long list of 
starters, soups and salads as well as other 
entrees and sides. We chose four starters 
and one side in order to try as many things 
as possible. The serving sizes vary from dish 
to dish, so this combination proved to be 

enough to fill two people, but unfortunately 
left no room for dessert. 

The first plate to arrive was the pecan 
smoked pork belly with a cherry habanero 
barbecue glaze. I would highly recommend 
this dish as an appetizer for any group 
size: Six individual pieces are easy to share 
and each bite had great flavor. The cherry 
habanero glaze was not spicy, so don’t let it 
scare you. Next up in the series was roasted 
corn ravioli served in a broth of corn milk and 
topped with bacon jam. This dish was the 
smallest by far, yet happened to be the most 
expensive item of our order, which I don’t 
completely understand as the components 
themselves are simple. That said, it is one of 
the most popular items on the menu and was 
much more delicate than some of the other 
dishes, which was refreshing. We continued 
with the beef short rib tamale topped with 
brisket chili and cotija cheese. This was my 
favorite, as a solid tamale can be hard to 
come by, but maybe I’m just a sucker for good 
Tex-Mex. 

The one side we ordered was kennebec 
potato black truffle Parmesan french fries, 
and yes, it was as indulgent and tasty as it 
sounds. However, I would have liked for 
the truffle and parmesan to be mixed more 
thoroughly through the fries, instead of being 
mostly on top. We finished our meal with 
candied bacon, which proved to be so sweet 
that we couldn’t handle dessert. The dish 
came with three thick-cut slices caramelized 

in sugar, which basically locked in the fat. It 
was so rich that we had a hard time finishing 
it; I would only recommend this dish to over-
the-top bacon lovers or large groups, because 
half a slice would have been plenty. 

As you can probably tell from the dishes 
we ordered, I would not recommend Killen’s 
STQ to vegetarians as there is only a limited 
selection of soups and salads that do not 
contain meat. On the flip side, this restaurant 
is a meat lover’s paradise with a wide variety 
of options melding together interesting 
flavors. I would encourage groups to try 
Killen’s STQ with the shared small plates 
strategy, unless you have a reason to drop 
over $50 on a steak. It’s a great opportunity 
to decide whether any of the other Killen’s 
locations are worth the drive. 

lauren heller/thresher 

‘Monologues’ 
timely with 
provocative 
performances 

Maddie Flavin 
Thresher Staff 

Vagina. An incredibly intimate (and 
often taboo) part of the body. Long overdue 
for dignity and respect in a society that 
deems the word foul, stinting female sexual 
liberty while encouraging its violation. Last 
weekend, the Rice Women’s Resource Center 
continued its annual performance of “The 
Vagina Monologues,” to riveting effect. 

In 1996, Eve Ensler’s stage play “The 
Vagina Monologues” started a revolution 
by daring to hold the vagina in highest 
esteem. Typically performed in concordance 
with activist holiday V-Day (Feb. 14), which 
seeks to end violence against women, the 
feminist play continues to encourage women 
everywhere to take back their bodies. Episodic 
in nature, the play consists of monologues 
based on hundreds of interviews conducted 
by Ensler. In speaking to women from all 
walks of life and telling their stories on the 
stage, Ensler demonstrates there is no single 
female experience. Rather, there are as many 
female experiences as there are women in this 
world. 

As played in this production by Lovett 
College senior Bridget Schilling, the 
playwright serves as a facilitator, introducing 
the various segments with a deeply personal 
touch. While some of the monologues 
presented are lighthearted, funny even 
(like one that gives vocal demonstrations 
of various types of orgasms), others are not 
afraid to tackle serious subjects such as 
domestic violence. Whatever the tone, the 
students selected to deliver these monologues 
stay rooted in honesty. Under the direction 
of McMurtry College freshman Jannie Matar 
and Sid Richardson College junior Meg 
Brigman, each performer is fully aware of the 
importance and gravitas of each word. 

balletic movement 
As she performs 

while speaking, her 
voice bites and her 
eyes burn, creating a 
striking paradox. 

Lovett junior Sara Grace Graves’ liltingly 
lyrical voice is captivating in its description 
of a vagina as a round pink shell in “Vagina 
Workshop.” McMurtry senior Olivia Lee’s 
performance in “My Short Skirt,” about how 
clothing is never an excuse to commit rape, 
balances the feminine with the ferocious. “My 
short skirt is not begging for it,” she says. “It 
does not want you to rip it off me or pull it 
down.” As she performs balletic movement 
while speaking, her voice bites and her eyes 
burn, creating a striking paradox. In the 
visceral “My Vagina Was a Village,” Baker 

0see VAGINA, page 9 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editor’s picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

KTRU CONCERT 
In the penultimate show of 

KTRU’s 50th anniversary concert 
series, artists Caddywhompus, 
Moving Panoramas, Deep Cuts and 
Jack Toft will perform at Valhalla. 
The show starts at 8:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 3. The event is free and open 
to the public. 

Valhalla 
ktru.org 

WEST COAST 
SWING 

On Saturday, March 4 from 8 
p.m. to 1 a.m., the Rice Ballroom 
Team is hosting a West Coast 
Swing Social. There will be free 
beginner lessons, no experience or 
partner needed. 

McMurtry College Commons 
1605 Rice Blvd. 

HER FEET 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON THE GROUND 

This photography exhibition features 
the work of six photographers, exploring 
the conflation of women’s bodies and 
natural landscapes. The show opens 
March 3 at 5:30 p.m. and is on view 
through May 7. Admission is free. 

Houston Center for Photography 
1441 W Alabama St. 
hcponline.org 

ART SWAP 
Bring your art to Lawndale 

this Saturday to trade it with 
other artists and appreciators. 
The event runs from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. with No cash exchanges 
allowed, register online at 
tinyurl.com/artswap17. 

Lawndale  Art Center 
4912 Main St. 

lawndaleartcenter.org 

https://lawndaleartcenter.org
https://tinyurl.com/artswap17
https://hcponline.org
https://ktru.org
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0Vagina 
            FROM PAGE 8 
College junior Madelaine Li, in the role of a 
Bosnian woman raped in wartime, starts out 
small before bringing out the big guns to drive 
home the damage done to these women and 
their culture. Li, along with Hanszen College 
junior Alicia McCormick, and Duncan College 
freshmen Lizzie Bjork and Meredith McCain, 
exemplify the directness of simplicity to make 
a point in “They Beat the Girl Out of my Boy … 
Or So They Tried,” which discusses violence 
against transgender women. In a segment 
about the word “cunt,” Duncan senior Emily 
Jacobson dares her audience to say it aloud 
with her, which the entire cast passionately 
does from backstage to incredible volume. 

“My revolution does not need approval 
or permission,” cast member and Lovett 
sophomore Chloe Wilson says in the play’s 
final segment, a call to revolution, as her 
fellow cast members form two hand-in-hand 
rows behind her. Lately, that call couldn’t be 
more urgent. 

Spring Semester 
Theatre Preview 

Proof 
March 1-5 

Almost, Maine 
April 6-8, 13-15 

The Speak Up Project
April 9 

Putnam County
Spelling Bee

 March 23-35 

MIDNIGHT 
AT THE 
MOODY 

anthea lyu/thresher 
Students dance outside of the recently opened Moody Center for the Arts during the opening party, Midnight at the Moody. The building and 
installations were open to students for the first half of the night. 

Saturday Dinner at Serveries 

How to be an Ally Training 

Reaffirmation of Sexual Assault Initiatives 

Healthy Food at Recreation Center 

PERSONAL 
WELLBEING 

Health Professions Task Force 

Senior Standing Committee 

Life After Rice Lunches 

Sallyportal Collaboration 

After-Rice 
Involvement 

ADVOCACY 

Task Force for 2nd Vision for Second Century 

Affirmation of Security Cameras on Campus 

Low Income Student Accessibility Efforts 

Paid for by the Rice University Student Association 

2016-2017 

Rice You're Not Alone 

Servery Food Sourcing 

Wellbeing App 

SAy Yes to You Week 
(mental, physical, 

sexual health 
awareness) 

PERSONAL 

POLICY 
New Constitution Drafted 

Freedom of Expression 
Working Group 

DIVERSITY 
Diversity Standing 
Committee 

Diversity Speaker Series 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

ACADEMICS 

Opposition to CUC Credit Cap Change 

Undergraduate Advisory Boards 

FWIS Fair 

WELLBEING 
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yvonne carrillo/thresher 

SWIMMING IN BRIEF SWIMMING PLACES SECOND IN C-USA 

courtesy amanda caldwell 

Ben Rieden 
For the Thresher 

Led by junior Kaitlyn Swinney’s and 
junior Alicia Caldwell’s performances, the 
Rice women’s swim team finished in second 
place at the Conference USA championships 
last week. The 749 points accumulated by 
the Owls were not enough to defeat Florida 
International University, which won its third 
straight title with a total of 922.5 points. 

Rice had several top performers in the 
individual events this year. Swinney won 
the 400-yard individual medley with a 
time of 4:15.82, the fastest in Rice history. 
In addition, Caldwell took first place in 
the 200-yard backstroke with a season best 
time of 1:57.17. Caldwell also placed third 
in the 100-yard backstroke and fourth in 
the 200-yard freestyle. Additional standout 
performances came from junior Jaecey 
Parham who got second place in the 200-
yard individual medley and sophomore 
Hanna Huston who placed third in the 500-
yard freestyle. 

Sophomore Marie-Claire Schillinger also 
put on an impressive performance at the 
meet. In the qualifying race for the 100-yard 
breaststroke, she posted a time of 1:00.13 
which broke not only the Rice record but 
also the Conference USA record. She would 
go on to place first in that event, and added 
to her performance with a first-place finish 
in the 200-yard breaststroke, shattering 
another school record. 

The Owls also excelled in the relays, 
although they did not manage any first 
place finishes. Despite breaking a school 
record in the 400-yard medley relay and 
posting a season-best time in the 800-yard 
freestyle relay, the Owls finished second in 
both events. Rice also got second place in 
the 200-yard medley relay. 

BASEBALL IN BRIEF 

BASEBALL SLOPPY IN 
DISAPPOINTING WEEK 

Ben Rieden 
For the Thresher 

Since splitting its opening series, the Rice 
baseball team has lost three of the last four 
games it has played. The Owls lost against 
Dallas Baptist University last Tuesday, falling 
8-4 in their home opener, and then lost two 
out of three against Southeastern Louisiana 
University in a three-game weekend series. 

The Owls have had trouble on the defensive 
end, already totaling 13 errors over only eight 
games. These errors have been costly and 
have led to 15 unearned runs this season. As 
a whole, Rice is letting its opponents score an 
average of almost six runs per game. 

On offense, the Owl bats have shown 
sparks of improvement, most notably in their 
second game against Southeastern Louisiana 
when they scored 15 runs. In that game, six 
different players for Rice had two or more 
hits. Junior outfielder Ryan Chandler hit a 
grand slam in the third inning, and Rice came 
right back in the fourth inning to pad on six 
more runs. Freshman infielder Brad Gneiting 
continued his offensive production by hitting 
two doubles in the game, one of which brought 
in three runs for the Owls. Rice scored no fewer 
than four runs in each of its four games this 
week but failed to keep its opponents below 
five runs. 

Currently, sophomore catcher Dominic 
DiCaprio leads the Owls with a .545 batting 
average and nine RBIs. Freshman pitcher 
Addison Moss leads all Owl pitchers with a 
1.80 earned run average and junior pitcher 
Ricardo Salinas has a team-high 12 strikeouts. 

Rice will look to sharpen up its play 
heading into a three-game weekend series 
against Pepperdine University. The first game 
of the series is at Reckling Park this Friday at 
6:30 p.m. 

Junior pitcher and infielder Dane Myers hits a fly ball during Rice’s Friday night 8-4 loss to Southeastern Louisiana University. The Owls dropped two out of three games in the series 
to bring their record to 3-5 on the young season. 
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After Rice men’s basketball’s 88-81 upset win 
over Louisiana Tech University, head coach Mike 
Rhoades, smiling ear to ear, lifted his daughter up 
in a bear hug and spun her around. His players, 
equally big smiles on their faces, hugged and 
celebrated as they lined up to sing Rice’s alma 
mater. It was the sort of scene normally reserved 
for a championship victory. For Rice, it might as 
well have been just that. Saturday’s win over the 
Bulldogs validated the Owls’ season as one of 
the best in school history regardless of how the 
team fares the rest of the way. 

Tudor Fieldhouse was rocking on Saturday 
night. That’s the first time I’ve been able to 
say that with a straight face since I arrived on 
campus in the fall of 2015. Fans filled even the 
upper decks of the stands, nearly all of them 
supporting the Owls. The crowd knew what the 
game meant to Rice. If the Owls could pull off the 
upset over Louisiana Tech, the No. 2 team in the 
conference, they would have a 20-win season for 
the first time in 13 years. 

Rice did just that. After surviving the 
Bulldogs’ hot shooting in the first half, the Owls 
held a 49-48 edge at the break. Then, a chippy 
second half — culminating with an altercation 
between a Louisiana Tech player and a few Rice 

fans — came down to the wire. The home team 
did not disappoint. Junior guard Marcus Jackson 
put the Owls ahead for good with a 3-pointer 
with just over four minutes to go and Rice hung 
on for the seven-point victory. 

As the buzzer sounded, it was clear: Rice 
Rising is real. If the thousands of cheering fans 
and the giddy team weren’t enough to convince 
people of that, all anyone had to do was look 
at the standings. When Rhoades took over, the 
team was coming off seasons with totals of five 
and seven wins. Now, Rice is a 20-win team that 
CBS college basketball insider Jon Rothstein said 
he believes has a chance to win the conference 
tournament. 

The turnaround is nothing short of 
spectacular. In some cases, the word “never” 
can be overused. When I say that Rice has 
never had a strong basketball program, I mean 
it. In its entire history, Rice has won two NCAA 
tournament games. Those wins came in 1940 
and 1954 and were in regional third-place 
games, meaning that Rice lost its opening game 
of the tournament before winning a consolation 
game. The last time the Owls were in the 
NCAA Tournament was 1970, the year after the 
first moon landing. Since that time, Rice has 
appeared in the lower-tier National Invitation 
Tournament four times and has won just a single 
game. It has been the laughingstock of C-USA for 
most of the past decade. 

Not anymore. 
With junior guard Egor Koulechov and 

sophomore guard Marcus Evans leading the 
way, this Owls team has made itself one of the 
conference’s top teams. Rice has had just eight 
20-win seasons in school history, and this year 
is one of them. For that reason, we should 
appreciate this team. Sure, the season might not 
end with an NCAA tournament berth or even an 
NIT appearance. But this team is competitive 

and talented. It is fun to watch. And most of all, 
it has finally given fans a reason to cheer. 

Perhaps the best part about this season is 
that the team should be even better next year. 
Senior forward Andrew Drone is the only Owl 
set to leave the program heading into next year. 
Armed with another year of experience under 
their belts, Evans and Koulechov could be an 
even more talented duo. Furthermore, freshman 
forward Corey Douglas is set to return from 
injury and another recruiting class is going to 
join the squad. With these additions, next year’s 
team could be even better. 

Saturday night in Tudor Fieldhouse, for the 
first time in my two years (and, I assume, for 
at least a few years before that), Rice felt like 
a basketball school. As long as Rhoades stays 
at the helm, it may feel that way for a while 
longer. His commitment to building not only a 
basketball program but a universitywide culture 
that supports Rice basketball has succeeded 
in just his third year as head coach. Give him a 
few more years and who knows where he might 
bring this team. I, for one, am excited to find out. 

The Final Kauntdown is a column written by 
Andrew Grottkau. The opinions expressed in the 
column are solely his own. 
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The Final Kauntdown
Baseball lineup and pitching staff display team’s depth in opening series

This team is competitive 
and talented. It is fun to 
watch. And most of all, 
it has finally given fans a 
reason to cheer. 

Andrew Grottkau
is Thresher Sports 
Editor  and a 
McMurtry 
College 
sophomore 

For the last nine minutes of my last Rice 
men’s basketball game, I watched through 
the glass doors of Tudor Fieldhouse. Why? 
Because I got ejected for “my behavior,” 
according to security working at the game.  

Did I want to get ejected? No. Do I regret 
anything I said or did? Absolutely not. 

After the game, one of the Louisiana 
Tech University coaches spoke to me. He 
gave me a handshake and told me I did a 
great job. He said for the past two years I 
have made his players laugh on the bench 
and have gotten in their heads. As a heckler, 
that is my goal. I want to try and make the 
opposing players lose focus on the game 
while only using CLEAN language. 

No doubt things got chippy in Tudor on 
Saturday night, but why did I become the 
scapegoat? Why did I get ejected while the 
players who are telling me to “f--- off” were 
able to continue to play?

I have been a huge fan of the basketball 
team during coach Rhoades’ tenure, and 
tonight was not the ending I imagined. 
I was heartbroken I wasn’t able to sing 
the alma mater one last time with my 
fellow Rice students and high-five coach 
Rhoades and the student-athletes after 
that important victory. 

But what does my ejection say for the 
future of the Rice student section? The goal 
of a student section is to create a home-
court advantage. The goal of a student 
section is to get underneath the skin of the 
opposing players. The goal of a student 
section is to rejoice together in the thrill of 
victory. 

Saturday, I was unable to rejoice in that 
thrill.

I want to make sure that my ejection 
doesn’t go unnoticed. I want to make sure 
that as this program continues to rise on 
the court, the student section continues 
to rise with it. I want to make sure that 
students know they can heckle in a clean 
manner without being ejected. 

I want to make sure that no student 
has to watch their last few minutes of Rice 
basketball through a glass door.

Reis Fight is a column written by Jeremy 
Reiskind. The opinions expressed in the 
column are solely his own. 

Craig Broadman
Thresher Staff

When head coach Mike Rhoades arrived on 
Rice’s campus, he was taking over a program 
that had not had a 20-win season in a decade. It 
took him just three seasons to break that drought. 
Rhoades, who inherited a 7-23 team in 2014 after 
former head coach Ben Braun resigned, led the 
Owls to an upset victory over Louisiana Tech 
University to improve the team’s record to 20-9.  
Rhoades said he is pleased with the development 
of the program after three years.

“People are expecting us to win now and that’s 
a great thing because that hasn’t happened here in 
a long time,” Rhoades said. 

Rhoades came to Rice with prior coaching 
experience. He learned how to run a basketball 
program as an assistant coach for three years 
under Hal Nunnally at Randolph-Macon College 
before being given the reins for another 10 years 
as the head coach. During his tenure at Randolph-
Macon, the Yellow Jackets made six appearances 
in the NCAA tournament, twice reaching the 
Sweet 16.  

Rhoades then became the assistant coach at 
Virginia Commonwealth University under Shaka 
Smart and helped build the basketball program, 
making four NCAA tournament appearances 
including one trip to the Final Four. According to 
Rhoades, his main takeaway from his experience 
at VCU was the mindset the coaches used to run 
the team. 

“Make it a player-first program,” Rhoades 
said. “It’s all about the players and their growth 
moving forward. Winning is a byproduct of our 
daily approach and how we treat each other. Take 
care of those things and you give yourself a better 
chance at winning.”

Another huge priority for the third-year 
head coach is making sure the team performs 

well academically, often ending practice with a 
reminder to keep grades up. Rhoades said this 
attitude comes from growing up in a family of 
educators; his father was a high school football 
coach and teacher before becoming a state senator 
and his mother taught English for 31 years. 

“Academics and education: That’s No. 1 on the 
list,” Rhoades said. “You can’t improve your life 
and you can’t grow if you’re not about learning 
all the time. I want them to know every day to get 
good grades. It’s personal to me.” 

Rhoades, whose favorite meal is a sub at Jersey 
Mike’s, enjoys reading, watching “Billions” and 
“The Blacklist” on TV, catching the occasional 
Philadelphia 76ers game and going to the movies 
because he can turn off his phone and have no 
interruptions. However, at the end of the day, 
Rhoades said that it is back to basketball.

“I’m one of those guys late at night on my 
phone or computer just surfing the net trying to 
find more basketball stuff and ideas,” Rhoades 
said. “I love to read articles on players and coaches 
and share them with our guys.”

The former Lebanon Valley College graduate 
has homework too, which Rhoades said consists 
of watching a lot of game tape.

“A couple days before each game, I’ll watch 
our last game against that opponent,” Rhoades 
said. “Then, I’ll watch their last three games or 
games that are similar to our style of play. The 
scout coach and I will plan practice according to 
the team we play.”

After his preparation is complete, Rhoades said 
he will take a break from basketball by spending 
time with his two sons, Logan and Chase, and his 
daughter Porter. 

“As soon as I’m out of the office that night, it’s 
all about my kids and my wife,” Rhoades said. 
“They [do] all sorts of different sports and clubs. I 
used to play a lot of pickup basketball but now I’m 
taking [my kids] to practice and playing football, 

baseball, lacrosse and basketball [with them].”
Rhoades said he believes work is the key to 

improving every day. According to the former All-
American, the team is still young and shows a lot 
of promise for growth. 

“[The season will be a success] if we keep 
getting better,” Rhoades said. “Why can’t we 
get better in the next week? If we play fast and 
aggressive, take good shots get each other shots, 
we’re a hard out for anybody. Anything can 
happen late in the year.”

Although there are no more home games 
this season, Rice still has two more games in the 
regular season against Marshall University (16-13, 
9-7 C-USA) and Western Kentucky University (13-
16, 7-9 C-USA). Rhoades said he was very happy 
with the increase of student support for the 
basketball team which culminated in a packed 
Tudor Fieldhouse for the last home game.

“I really appreciate guys jumping on board 
with our program and coming to the games,” 
Rhoades said. “I hope we get to a point where it’s 
just what the students do.”

Rhoades thriving as basketball head coach

Reis Fight
Hooting and heckling 

not grounds for 
ejection

Why did I become 
the scapegoat? Why 
did I get ejected 
while the players 
who are telling me to 
‘f--- off’ were able to 
continue to play?

Jeremy Reiskind 
is the president of 
Rice Rally and a 
Duncan 
College
senior
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X 
File  Edit Insert  People 

Tuff_guy_J8k: yo 
Tuff_guy_J8k: wtf d00d? 
Dis_just_innnn: wut ?? 
Tuff_guy_J8k: u no wat u did 
Dis_just_innnn: No I dont 
Tuff_guy_J8k: “Not feasible” …  ring a bell ?? 
Tuff_guy_J8k: u r ruining my chances at prez 
Dis_just_innnn: d00d were both runnin so chillll 
Tuff_guy_J8k: no!!!! Omg, even after u came to 
my bday party last week?! 

Tuff_guy_J8k: I want my WHOLE goodie bag 
back, u butt. EVERYTHING. 
Tuff_guy_J8k: xcept 4 the banna laffy taffies 
Dis_just_innnn: d00d, no waaaaaay ur gettin 
back those ring pops. 
Dis_just_innnn: thats my s**t 
Tuff_guy_J8k: IM SO MAD 
Tuff_guy_J8k:: @ u!! 
Tuff_guy_J8k: im gonna make a video and show 
it 2 everyone!! 
Dis_just_innnn: but i didnt do nything!!! 
Tuff_guy_J8k: and then im gonna tell principal 
leebron 
Dis_just_innnn: d00d chilllll outt! 
Tuff_guy_J8k: i didnt even do nything to deserve 
this 
Dis_just_innnn: not my fault i got friends to back 
me up 
Tuff_guy_J8k: @ least i dont need to kidnap other 
candidates and force them to endorse me in the 
basement of some cinder-block building with a 
single interrogation-style light!! 
Dis_just_innnn: TAKE THAT BACK!! 
Tuff_guy_J8k: no! 
Dis_just_innnn: f u d00d 
Dis_just_innnn: u no thats not true, if ur gonna 
say something it should @ least b believable 
Tuff_guy_J8k: and ima tell JSDLKF that u like her 
Dis_just_innnn: wtf 
Tuff_guy_J8k: i will. 
Tuff_guy_J8k: n im gonna get Grif to endorse 
me!!!!!!!! 
Dis_just_innnn: NOT CHILL!!!! 
Tuff_guy_J8k: whats his sn? 
Dis_just_innnn: lolllllllll 

Instant Message 

X 
File  Edit Insert  People 

Dis_just_innnn: end0rse me on fb 
xX_PimpLyfe_Xx: k 
xX_PimpLyfe_Xx: lemme finish gelling my hair 
and putting on my axe body spray 
xX_PimpLyfe_Xx:should be 10 mins 
Dis_just_innnn: thx bro iou 1 

Instant Message 

X 
File  Edit Insert  People 

Tuff_guy_j8k: end0rse me on fb plz 
xX_PimpLyfe_Xx: s***! Shoulda asked me like 5 
minutes ago d00d!! 

Instant Message 

The Backpage is edited by Joey McGlone and Riley Robertson. This week, Issac Schultz contributed.  For comments or questions, please email thirsty@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED 

TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and Energetic teach- RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High School Math, LOOKING FOR DOG SITTER to stay in house for a couple of 
ers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, Humanities, and weeks a year when we travel. Galleria/Spring Branch area. 
schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay is based 2 golden retrievers to dog-sit. Competitive pay. Call or email 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@testmasters. upon a variety of factors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re- Melanie at 281-686-0763 or mbmays@aol.com 
com. sume to siyengar777@gmail.com 

Shannon Klein 
Advertising Manager The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any First copy free, second copy $5. 
thresher-ads@rice.edu reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take responsibility for the Cash, check or credit card payment must accompany your classi-

P.O. Box 1892 factual content of any ad. Printing an advertisement does not constitute fied advertisement, which must be received by 12 p.m. on the Friday 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 an endorsement by the Thresher. prior to publication. (713) 348-4801 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
mailto:siyengar777@gmail.com
mailto:mbmays@aol.com
mailto:thirsty@rice.edu



