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The Student Association Sen-
ate amended the regulations for the 
upcoming SA elections to bar candi-
dates from promising student fund-
ing to organizations and from receiv-
ing campaign donations from groups 
unaffiliated with Rice. These new 
rules, which were approved unani-
mously at Monday’s Senate meeting, 
came in response to information in-
dicating that a potential candidate 
or candidates had used external 
campaign consulting services and 
promised clubs preferential access 
to student funding in exchange for 
campaign assistance, according to 
SA President Griffin Thomas. 

The Thresher obtained emails 
indicating McMurtry College junior 
Wesley Hungbui received campaign 
consulting from Turning Point USA, 
a nonprofit organization that aims to 
elect conservative candidates to uni-
versity student leadership positions. 
Hungbui had reached out to mul-
tiple individuals attempting to create 
a ticket of candidates for several SA 
Executive Committee positions, but 
said as of Tuesday he is not running 
for the SA presidency. Hungbui ac-
knowledged having sent the emails, 
but said in a written statement, “alle-
gations revolving around a supposed 
leaked email are blatantly false.” 

Election regulations
Thomas said he proposed the 

new regulations in response to con-
cerns he received last week from two 
anonymous students.

Thomas said a member of a club 
notified him of a candidate promis-
ing blanket tax or initiative funding, 
both of which are comprised of stu-

Emily Abdow, Anna Ta
& Biz Rasich

News Editor & Assistant News Editors

In the past week, the Rice 
University community has 
remembered physics and astronomy 
professor Marjorie Corcoran for 
her contributions as a physicist 
and professor. On Friday, Feb. 3 
Corcoran was killed by a Houston 
Metro light-rail train as she was 
bicycling across the tracks to 
campus. Corcoran had been at Rice 
for 37 years.

In an email to the Rice 
community, President David 
Leebron lauded Corcoran for her 
contributions to experimental 
particle physics, including sub-

atomic particle discovery and her 
advocacy for women in science. 

“As an outstanding female 
physicist, Professor Corcoran was 
a great role model that I looked 
up to,” Kelly Yao, a Martel College 
sophomore, said. “From organizing 
the undergraduate women in physics 
conference to encouraging us to 
participate in her research, I cannot be 
more grateful for what she did for us.”

The American Physical Society 
named Corcoran “Woman Physicist 
of the Month” in January 2015. Elena 
Busch, one of her students, said she 
was an inspiration to young female 
physicists. 

“As a previous department 
chair, a research mentor, and the 
only female professor to teach first 

and second year physics classes at 
Rice, her impact on undergraduate 
female physics majors cannot be 
understated,” Busch, a Hanszen 
college senior, said. “Her loss is a 
tremendous blow to all of us who 
saw her a role model.”

Brown College sophomore 
Mason Tannenbaum was another 
student of Corcoran’s.

“Professor Corcoran was so 
genuinely interested in the subject 
that she taught,” Tannenbaum 
said. “For me, and for many of my 
classmates, she was the only female 
physics teacher I’ve have ever had, 
and she inspired us all with her 
enthusiasm and passion.”

Will Rice senior Osmond 
Wen also described Corcoran’s 

dedication to her students.
“Professor Corcoran cared 

deeply about her students’ 
success,” Wen said. “Her door was 
always open, inviting questions 
about problem sets or deeper life 
discussions. Her patience, wisdom, 
and warmth for her students will be 
greatly missed.”

Leebron broke the news to the 
Rice community by email Friday.

“Our hearts go out to Marjorie’s 
husband and their three children, 
one of whom received his degree 
at Rice, and to the students and 
faculty members who studied and 
worked with her,” Leebron wrote 
in his email. “We have lost a truly 
gifted and dear member of the Rice 
community.”

Lizzie Bjork
Thresher Staff

President Donald Trump’s pledge 
to trim the federal deficit could affect 
research at Rice. According to The Hill, 
Trump’s budget team has proposed 
cutting funding entirely for the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and 
the National Endowment for the Arts, 
as well as reducing funding for the 
Department of Energy to 2008 levels. 
The administration has not yet released 
an official budget outline.

Currently, there are three Rice 
projects using over $150,000 of NEH 
grants, according to Lisa Spiro, the 
executive director of digital scholarship 
services at Fondren Library. Two 
Rice projects receive funds from the 
NEA. According to Executive Director 
Alison Weaver, the Moody Center does 
not currently have any public sector 
funding but is interested in applying for 

NEA funding in the future. 
John Mellor-Crummey, professor of 

computer science, received three DOE 
grants through the Advanced Scientific 
Computing Research program, which 
supports research to develop and 
deploy computational and networking 
models. Four other projects at Rice 
utilize DOE funding.

Mellor-Crummey said the proposed 
funding decrease would likely end DOE 
support for academic research in high-
performance computing. 

“Over the last several years, there 
has been a significant reduction in 
the number of academics funded 
by ASCR and all [researchers] have 
been struggling with uncertainty and 
funding gaps,” Mellor-Crummey said.

History professor Caleb McDaniel 
was awarded an NEH grant for his 
book on Henrietta Wood, an African-
American woman who was re-enslaved 
after being freed and subsequently 

sued her kidnappers. He said that 
while there are other funding sources 
available for book grants, humanities 
funding is often more difficult to come 
by than science funding.

Nowadays, most arts organizations, 
including the Moody Center, focus 
on raising funds from foundations 
and private individuals rather than 
government grants, Weaver said. 
However, the NEA often awards grants 
for projects that might not appeal to 
private donors. In her last job at the 
Guggenheim Museum, Weaver received 
an NEA grant for cataloguing and 
digitizing the museum’s collection.

“That’s funding that’s really hard 
to get from a donor because it’s not an 
exciting, public-facing project,” Weaver 
said.  “But it’s really important to take 
care of our collection.”

“It’s hard to put a number on [the 
NEH’s value] because it’s so much more 
than the individual grants [it awards],” 

McDaniel said. “All those resources 
I’ve used in my research and teaching 
would be under threat as well.”

Since he relies on digitized source 
in both his book research and his 
teaching, McDaniel said there are many 
layers of dependence on NEH funding. 

Spiro said NEH grants have more 
influence than other funding sources, 
often raising the prestige of a project 
and attracting more private funding. 
These grants also provide a foundation 
for collaboration, facilitating 
international research and funding a 
conference that led to the development 
of new standards for digital humanities.

The NEA and the NEH make up less 
than 0.02 percent of the federal budget, 
according to the Washington Post.

With many NEH grants, private 
spending ends up contributing 
three times as much as government 
spending, Spiro said.

Students remember late physics professor Marjorie Corcoran

SA addresses 
election ethics 

concerns

0see FUNDING, page 2

Public Scholar
Program

$50,400

Collaborative
 Research

$65,000

Digital Humanities 

$40,000

Art Works 
(Design)

$20,000

Art Works (Architecture)

$35,000

Office of Advanced
Scientific Computing
Research (DEGAS)

$1.8 million

Office of Nuclear Physics (Heavy Ion)

$3.3 millionOffice of Nuclear Physics 
(QCD Matter)

$750,000

Office of Advanced Scientific 
Computing Research (PETSC)

$240,000

humanities

arts

energy

PUBLIC SCHOLAR PROGRAM: Book on Henrietta Wood, a former slave 
who won reparations in federal court. Ends December 2018.
DIGITAL HUMANITIES: Workshop applying textual analysis tools to early 
English literature. Ends March 2017.
COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH: International conference evaluating 
historical role of classical Chinese writing. Ends December 2018.

ART WORKS
ARCHITECTURE: Digital platform for Houston architecture magazine, 
urban planning tours and more. Ends December 2018.
DESIGN: Competition to design park and public space in Near Northside 
of Houston. Ends May 2018.

OFFICE OF NUCLEAR PHYSICS:
HEAVY ION: Exascale computing for space programming environments. 
Ends March 2018.
QCD: Experimental relativistic heavy ion physics. Ends December 2018.
OFFICE OF ADVANCED SCIENTIFIC COMPUTING RESEARCH: 
PETSC:  Data structure toolkit for scientific computation. Ends June 2019.
DEGAS: Matter experiments at the Large Hadron Collider. Ends July 2019.

Federal funding supports many Rice projects. The Trump administration is 
reportedly considering major cuts in some agencies, endangering at least nine 
current grants to Rice whose funding sources would be cut.

courtesy rice web

0see ELECTION, page 2

Baseball looks to rebound from last year’s conference 
championship heartbreak

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME 
see Baseball Preview p. 5

I am disappointed 
that the Thresher 
would stoop to the 
level of fake news.

 
Wesley Hungbui
McMurtry Junior

infographic by christina tan

Potential federal funding cuts 
threaten Rice research projects

MARJORIE CORCORAN



2 NEWS the Rice Thresher Wednesday, February 15, 2017 

Willy’s Statue vandalized 0ELECTION 
            FROM PAGE 1 

dent funds, in exchange for allowing this particu-
lar candidate to campaign at a club meeting. This 
promise would be impossible for the SA President 
or any SA Executive Committee member to follow 
through on, as the independent Blanket Tax Com-
mittee controls access to student funding. At the 
time of print, the Thresher could not verify the 
identities of the organizations allegedly offered 
funds or of any offending candidates. 

Another student who was involved with a 
candidate’s campaign notified Thomas that this 
candidate had met with Turning Point USA. The 
group recently received widespread media atten-
tion for launching Professor Watchlist, a website 
claiming to identify professors that “discriminate 
against conservative students.” 

It is unclear whether each of these anonymous 
students were referring to the same candidate. 
However, both of Thomas’ sources said the candi-
date of concern was considering creating a ticket 
for the race. Though candidates have not done 
so in the last several SA elections, campaigning 
as a ticket is not unconstitutional, according to 
Thomas. 

Thomas said the regulations prohibiting non-
Rice individuals from providing any uncompen-
sated support to the campaign aims to level the 
playing field, since low-income students or those 
without political connections may not have equal 
access to professional consultants. The regulation 
would require any support from non-Rice entities 
to be compensated at market value, as deter-
mined by the Internal Revenue Service. 

“If we allow these external groups to come in 
and start professionalizing these campaigns, then 
it becomes a proxy fight between the RNC and 
DNC and that’s not what it’s meant to be,” Thom-
as said. “It’s meant to serve the Rice community.” 

Leaked emails 
The Thresher obtained an email sent by Hun-

gbui on Jan. 28 to a group of students stating he 
had spoken with a representative from TPUSA 
about receiving support for a campaign for SA Ex-
ecutive Committee positions. The email contains 
a forwarded message from Sarah Swanbeck, who 
stated she works for the Campus Leadership Proj-
ect within TPUSA and offered to help Hungbui in 
a campaign for SA president. 

In the email to the group of students, Hung-
bui stated that Sid Richardson College senior Reid 
Coleman and Hanszen College junior Sam Zorek 
connected him to Swanbeck. Coleman and Zorek 
did not comment on the emails. 

Hungbui wrote that he and the email’s recipi-
ents were involved in creating a ticket for the race, 
in which individuals running for more than one 
position on the ballot campaign conjointly. 

“TPUSA is dedicated to ‘retaking’ college cam-
puses away from the radical left, and are inter-
ested in supporting our ticket,” Hungbui wrote in 
the email. “Sarah Swanbeck, an experienced po-
litical operative from Austin, will be helping us.” 

Hungbui stated in the email that TPUSA is 
strategizing for their election campaign and con-
ducting research into the SA election procedures 
and potential candidate members. He also said 
Swanbeck would be coming to Houston in the 
coming week of Feb. 6 to discuss strategy. Swan-
beck could not be reached for comment. 

“We will not be running an explicit conserva-
tive campaign, as the platform will be tailored to 
Rice,” Hungbui said in the email. 

Hungbui initially declined to comment but lat-
er gave a written statement in which he agreed he 
sent the emails, which he said were confidential. 

“The emails I sent were included with a state-
ment of confidentiality with appropriate legal 
privilege,” Hungbui wrote. “I would then suggest 
that you take care with your publishing, as your 
‘source’ may not be cognizant of that fact.” 

In the same statement, Hungbui stated the 
information contained in the email was false and 
objected to its publication in the Thresher. 

“These slanderous allegations revolving 
around a supposed leaked email are blatantly 
false,” he said. “I irrefutably deny such lies. I am 
also disappointed that the Thresher would stoop 
to the level of fake news. I believe that the Rice stu-
dent body ought to be shocked as well with this 

erosion of journalistic integrity from our school’s 
historically exemplary student newspaper.” 

Thomas said his anonymous source stated 
TPUSA provided guidance on how to circumvent 
election procedures, especially constitutional lim-
its on campaign funding. Election rules indicate 
that SA President candidates may not spend more 
than $100 and candidates for other positions may 
not spend more than $75 on campaigning. 

“[TPUSA will] tell people [to] outspend [lim-
its] but do it on untraceable materials, like ‘print 
extra flyers because it’s hard for people to count 
the number of flyers,’ or ‘print a social media ad 
because it’s more difficult to track,’” Thomas said. 
“‘Don’t buy 1,000 T-shirts because it’s easier to 
see T-shirts.’” 

In the email, Hungbui said 26 of the 30 can-
didates TPUSA had backed in various university 
student government elections had been elected, 
a number Thomas repeated in an interview with 
the Thresher. 

Hungbui added that he was searching for a 
female member to add to the ticket, and outlined 
a social media strategy against his opponents for 
when campaigning officially begins next week. 

“Right now we need two more members on 
the ticket for treasurer and secretary, and pref-
erably one of them is a lady (not the secretary? 
haha),” Hungbui wrote. “Meeting [with Swan-
beck next week] will probably last a few hours, 
with some interviews and other content we can 
blitzkrieg the opposition with on social media at 
10 p.m. on [February] the 20th.” 

Hungbui wrote that those on the campaign 
who weren’t on the ticket would be rewarded with 
an appointment as the director of an SA commit-
tee if their campaign won. He closed the email 
with “Make Rice Great Again! (NOT our campaign 
slogan, haha).” 

Creating a ticket 
In the email, Hungbui listed four students as 

possible contenders for SA Executive Committee 
positions, including SA external vice president 
Hannah Todd, former Sid Richardson College 
Senator Justin Onwenu, Brown College President 
Santiago Avila and Rice Democrats Co-President 
David Cirillo. 

Todd, a Wiess College junior, said Hungbui 
contacted her through Facebook about running 
on his ticket. 

“He asked me to consider running because 
‘they could help me win in a BIG way’ and finally 
when I said no, [he asked] if I would endorse their 
candidate,” Todd said. 

Onwenu, a junior, said he has submitted a pe-
tition to run for SA president but was not involved 
in any behaviors that have been banned in the 
new election regulations. Onwenu said he met 
with Hungbui after the latter reached out. 

“I met him recently because he was super over 
the top about getting involved in the SA, but I de-
nied his request to join his ‘ticket’ and had no idea 
of any TPUSA affiliations,” Onwenu said. “To put 
this in perspective, I doubt a black pre-med from 
Detroit who supported Bernie is TPUSA material.” 

Alex Bergin-Newman, president of the Rice 
chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, 
said Hungbui reached out to her about the elec-
tion by email, which she provided to the Thresher. 

In a Jan. 23 email to Bergin-Newman, Hungbui 
said he wanted to combine strengths to win. 

“We are creating an all-star ticket,” he wrote. 

On to the elections 
SA Treasurer and Duncan College junior Mau-

rice Frediere and former SA Senator and Will Rice 
College junior Jake Nyquist also said they sub-
mitted petitions for the SA presidency and were 
not involved with TPUSA or promising access to 
student funds in exchange for campaign support. 

Thomas said he proposed the new regula-
tions with the knowledge that the candidates are 
already potentially engaging in unconstitutional 
procedures by campaigning before the official 
campaigning period begins next Monday. 

“People do plan for their campaign ahead of 
time to get feedback and help designing logos,” 
Thomas said. “[But] there’s a line between what 
is acceptable and what isn’t acceptable. I would 
think that [this] would cross the line.” 

Anita Alem is a member of the Blanket Tax 
Committee. News Editor Drew Keller contributed to 
this report. For the full text of emails referenced, see 
ricethresher.org. 

Anita Alem 
Managing Editor 

The base of Willy’s Statue was vandalized 
on the night of Friday, Feb. 3 with a swastika 
and the word “TRUMP” between 9:30 p.m. and 
1 a.m. According to Baker College senior Stepha-
nie Brener, the white chalk graffiti was removed 
within an hour of notifying Rice University Po-
lice Department. 

Rice University Police Department acting 
Chief of Police Clemente Rodriguez said the 
other side of the base of Willy’s Statue was 
also vandalized with the Twitter handle “@TX-
2againsttrump.” 

The Twitter account bio states, “We are a 
group of Rep. [Ted] Poe’s constituents that are 
dedicated to bringing the Representative to fight 
the immoral and unconstitutional actions of Pres-
ident Trump.” The Twitter account has not posted 
any new tweets since Feb. 4. 

Brener said there was a box of white chalk be-
side a plate of pins on the ground below the swas-
tika and the “TRUMP” graffiti. Earlier in the day, 
two protests against President Trump’s policies 
took place at Willy’s statue. 

Rodriguez said if something offensive is post-
ed on campus, the protocol requires that he notify 
administration and have the graffiti removed as 
soon as possible. 

“We make every effort to identify the perpe-
trators, [which] can be a challenge, especially 
when the activity occurs overnight and very few 
people, if any, witnessed the incident,” Rodriguez 

said. “We assign a criminal investigator to deter-
mine whether any video is available, whether 
there were witnesses, or evidence left behind that 
might help us identify who was involved.” 

The day after the vandalism, Dean of Under-
graduates John Hutchinson wrote on a Facebook 
post that he condemned this act of vandalism. 

“The use of the swastika clearly reveals that 
whoever did this is either ignorant of the history 
of true evil associated with this emblem of hate or 
is genuinely motivated by blind hatred,” Hutchin-
son wrote. 

photo courtesy stephanie brener 

‘TRUMP’ and a swastika were graffittied on 
Willy’s Statue in white chalk on Feb. 3 along 
with the Twitter handle ‘@TX2againsttrump.’ 
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“It’s a tiny budget in the grand scheme of 
things, but it can have a much larger economic 
impact,” Spiro said. 

Like NEH grants, NEA grants are often crucial 
in spurring private investment, Weaver said. 

“These are really prestigious grants, so if you 
receive NEA or NEH fundinG, your program is 
deemed worthy and that’s an important symbol 
to your local community,” Weaver said. 

Spiro said she has evaluated NEH grant 
proposals six or seven times and the experience 
has only increased her respect for the NEH. 

“It’s a really well-run agency,” Spiro said. 
“They have a thorough and fair peer review 
process, and every application gets a fair hearing. 
It’s worth Americans paying a little bit more than 
a postage stamp per person.” 

NEH and NEA spending is perennially on the 
chopping block, McDaniel said. Nevertheless, 
he said he believes the NEH has enough allies 

in Congress to prevent a budget proposal that 
would cut them entirely. Weaver said cutting 
the NEA would affect all arts organizations, 
regardless of whether they receive NEA funding. 

“It’s a shift in the national consciousness 
for the government to send a signal that it doesn’t 
value the arts,” Weaver said. “It’s really not a lot 
of funding overall, but it’s symbolically really 
important to indicate that the United States 
values the arts.” 

Artists and museum directors plan around 
NEA grants, and knowing that they are not 
available changes how organizations plan and 
fundraise, creating an atmosphere of uncertainty, 
Weaver said. 

According Benjamin Brochstein, a researcher 
at the Humanities Research Center who received 
an NEH grant for his work on computer analysis 
of early English literature, NEH grants are vetted 
by panels of experts. 

“CuttingNEHfundingwouldsacrificevaluable 
scholarship on an altar of anti-intellectualism,” 
Brochstein said. “It would be a sad day for the 
pursuit of knowledge, and a sad commentary on 
our society. 

www.facebook.com/MakeDoGoods/ 
Do-gooder
apparel
as unique 
as you. 

Te Schumann Brothers Grant committee is happy to announce it is accepting applications for 
the 2017 Schumann Brothers Grants for Creative Expression. 

Grants are available for Written Expression and Travel Journalism. Applicants must be 
undergraduate students involved with a Rice University student publication. 

For more information, please go to studentmedia.rice.edu 
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NEWS IN BRIEF Opera building on track for 2020 completion 
QRC to move to RMC courtyard 

Hannah Todd, Thresher Staff 

The Queer Resource Center is moving. 
Previously in the Student Organization 
Workspace, it will in the Rice Memorial Cen-
ter in the old Rice Bikes location, accessible 
from both Ray Courtyard and Sammy’s. 

Co-President Meredith Glaubach said the 
QRC welcomed the move. 

“Honestly, we were just really lucky,” 
Glaubach, a Jones College senior, said. “The 
RMC reached out and offered it to us unex-
pectedly. We’ve wanted to be on the first floor 
of the RMC and in a visible non-closet space 
since we applied for our original funding.” 

Glaubach noted the importance of the 
QRC for all Rice students, something its 
move may help to show. 

“Even if someone doesn’t need or want 
the services we offer, I think a big part of be-
ing a resource is being known and available 
if someone does need something,” Glaubach 
said. “Hopefully, this move will really put us 
on the map.” 

Co-President and McMurtry College se-
nior Seth Berggren said the move will benefit 
QRC beyond visibility. 

“Having more space will allow us to do 
more programming in our office,” Berggren 
said. “Increased square footage will also cre-
ate a queer-centric place on campus, some-
thing we can’t really do in our current office.” 

Sarah Smati & David Yang 
Thresher Staff 

Rice University and the Shepherd School 
of Music are set to open a new music and opera 
building in July 2020. Together with Alice Pratt 
Brown Hall and a connecting plaza, the three will 
constitute the Music and Performing Arts Center. 

According to an article in the Houston 
Business Journal, Rice announced in April 2014 
that the project was tentatively set for late spring 
or early summer 2015 with the project wrapping 
up in the summer of 2018. After a 10-month 
interview process, New York-based design studio 
Diller Scofidio + Renfro was originally selected 
to be the architect for the building, with Rice 
alumnus Charles Renfro (Will Rice ’87) serving as 
the lead architect. 

However, the design plans were then delayed, 
as Rice chose to exclude underground parking 
from the plans due to its high costs, and the project 
switched architects. After Diller Scofidio + Renfro 
completed the predesign stage, Allan Greenberg 
Architect LLC took over the design of the new 
building. As soon as the funding initiative was 
completed in December 2016, Rice announced 
that the final designs will be available in mid-
March, while construction would officially start 
in September 2017 and the opening would occur 
in July 2020. The project is currently on schedule. 

Robert Yekovich, the dean of the Shepherd 
School of Music, said the idea for a new music 
building originated over a decade ago. 

“We knew that our current building, Alice Pratt 
Brown Hall, was over subscribed with shortages 
in student practice rooms, faculty studios and 
rehearsal spaces,” Yekovich said. “Our small 
black box theater for opera was not ideal for the 
program we hoped to grow.” 

Houston Business Journal reported the 
entire cost of the music and opera building, 
approximately $100 million, is being raised 
through private philanthropy. According to 
Yekovich, Rice has hit the 90 percent mark in the 
completion of that goal. 

Yekovich said the music and opera building 
will serve many purposes. The theater will 
serve as an acoustical space for chamber music 
ensembles, something which there currently is 
not room for. It will also be used for the President’s 
Lecture Series and as a venue for VIP speakers 
who visit Rice, according to Yekovich. 

Yekovich also said the theater department in 
the School of Humanities will be able to access 
both the new theatre and the new auxiliary 
spaces, such as the scene shop, for theatre 
courses. Art organizations outside of Rice will 
also be able to use spaces in the new building for 
various cultural offerings. 

According to Rice University News and Media, 
the 84,000 square feet building is modeled on 
European-style opera theaters with three tiers, 
600 seats, and an orchestra pit for 70 musicians. 

Opera studies major Georgia Belmont said the 
new building will provide a space for students 
enrolled in Shepherd School of Music’s opera 

studies program. Belmont also said that while 
the program only enrolls 36 singers per year, 
this selectivity allows for more individualized 
attention and significant opportunities to perform. 

“Having a separate little place for all the opera 
students is going to be so beneficial because it’s 
a place to go and just be surrounded by singers,” 
Belmont, a Martel College freshman, said. “Right 
now it’s so difficult to find a place to practice 
when you may only have an hour period, and with 
this new building the singers will have their own 
space filled with practice rooms for us alone.” 

Vocal performance major Madeleine Lyon also 
said the new building would add to the School of 
Music. 

“I think that the new building is going to 
be great for Shepherd,” Lyon, a Brown College 
sophomore, said. “It’ll be nice to have a separate 
space for singers where we can cultivate our 
craft.” 

Several architecture students said they 
considered the designs of the new building to be 
too traditional. 

“While the building conforms to Rice’s 
traditional aesthetic, I hoped that an innovative 
firm like DS + R would break this architectural 
language for the sake of design,” Jenny Heon, a 
Sid Richardson College junior, said. “The Moody 
Center, for instance, serves as a great example of 
maintaining the traditional brick aesthetic while 
demonstrating design agency.” 

This story has been condensed for print. Read 
the full version online at ricethresher.org. 

MIDNIGHT AT THE MOODY 

saturday, february 25
10 pm - 2 am 

Rice students are invited to a party at the 
new Moody Center for the Arts featuring 
art, music by DJ Mav, and food and drinks. 
moody.rice.edu 

4:00 PM TUESDAY FEBRUARY 21 
Duncan Hall, McMurtry Auditorium 

EVENT 
“Why is Privacy Critical to the Success of a Public 
Census: Observations from a Former Director of 
the United States Bureau of the Census” 

SPEAKER 
Allyn R. 
Gladys M. Cline, Professor in Sociology, Rice University 

scientia.rice.edu 
@RiceScientia 

Scientia At Rice 

https://scientia.rice.edu
https://ricethresher.org
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Ryan D. Pappal isa 
DuncanCollege 
senior 

V2C2 must support 
humanities, arts research 
Several ongoing research projects at 

Rice University might not exist without 
federal grants through the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. As 
President Donald Trump threatens to cut 
funding to the NEA and the NEH as part of 
his plans to trim the deficit, these projects 
are now at risk (see p. 1). 

Recently, Rice President David Leebron 
launched his V2C2 initiative to gather ideas 
from the Rice community in shaping the 
direction of the university in the next five 
to 10 years. V2C2 specifically asks students 
how the university should encourage 
research, what major new endeavors Rice 
should pursue, and whether any aspects 
of Rice’s culture need to change. When 
answering these questions, remember the 
arts and humanities. As such, we urge 
students to complete the V2C2 survey by 
emphasizing their commitment to arts and 
humanities research at Rice. Together, we 
can demonstrate to the administration 
that current research under threat should 
be continued and Rice’s culture shifted 
to place equal value on STEM and the 
humanities. 

Now, more than ever, we need strong 
support and commitment from Rice as 
we face the prospect of a diminished 
emphasis for the arts and humanities on a 
federal level. Even as the arts and sciences 
are becoming politicized topics, Rice must 
remain a beacon of higher education and 
institution that continues to promote 
research and learning, with or without 
federal funding. 

Climate change crisis demands our action now 
Forty-two percent. That’s the increase in 

atmospheric carbon dioxide since preindustrial 
times. NASA and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration announced 2016 
was the hottest year on record, among 16 of the 17 
warmest years on record since 2001. The science 
is clear as to the reason: carbon emissions 
due to human activity. Despite the scientific 
consensus, many prominent politicians deny 
man-made climate change. Under President 
Donald Trump, the future of our environmental 
policy and global cooperation on climate change 
is in danger. 

Rice students are in a unique position to 
protect our environment. We are part of one of 
the nation’s premier research institutions in 
the energy capital of the world, home to both 
fossil fuel and renewable energy companies. 
We must use our position to ensure our country 
takes immediate action to avert the impending 
disaster. 

To facilitate climate change activism at Rice, 
we formed Texans for Climate Change Action. As 
a new nonprofit, we have over 50 students and 
15 faculty. For our first action, we circulated a 
petition urging the administration to purchase 
more renewable energy. The petition received 
overwhelming support with over 700 student 
and alumni signatures, eight residential college 
endorsements and 14 student group signatories. 

STAFF 
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Hate crime at Rice unacceptable 
On Friday Feb. 3 I was walking back home 

with my friends when I came across Willy’s 
Statue with a swastika and the word “Trump” 
scrawled along its back. I stood there in shock 
and disbelief. How had this message made it 
to Rice? Of all the places in the world, Rice is 
supposed to be above discrimination, bereft of 
hatred toward any group of people. Not once 
have I experienced any form of anti-Semitism on 
this campus. But on that night, looking at Willy’s 
Statue, I realized that all of a sudden hate and 
ignorance towards my heritage, race and religion 
had arrived in my home of three and a half years. 

Many people do not understand why this 
graffiti is such an important incident. Over 
and over again I heard, “It’s not permanent, it 
can be washed off.” To those people, you must 
realize: The issue was not the vandalism of 
Willy’s Statue, but that this act was a hate crime. 
The writing may have been impermanent, but 
the weight of this symbol cuts deeper than any 
chalk on stone. A swastika symbolizes blind 
hatred towards my entire race and religion. 
It symbolizes the genocide of 6 million of my 
people. It symbolizes those that murdered so 
much of my family, forcing my grandmother to 
crawl out of the darkest parts of hell to find a way 
to live again. Whether this act was born of true 
malice or mere ignorance, it shows a gross lack 
of understanding of this horrible, twisted history 

ONLINE 

Visit ricethresher. 
org/section/

opinion to read 
Emily’s Letter to 
the Editor on the 
Thresher’s failure 

to cover the Jan. 27 
March for Life 

Rice students care about this issue, so what can 
we do? 

We have the most influence at the local level. 
Rice’s yearly electricity consumption of 112,065 
megawatt-hours could power thousands of 
homes. The resulting carbon footprint is over 
100,000 metric tons. The Administrative Center 
for Sustainability and Energy Management 
made progress sourcing a growing portion of 
Rice’s energy needs from renewable sources. 
Additionally, the administration agreed to 
partner with us at TFCCA to explore potential 
renewable energy plans. However, we still have 
serious work to do. Students are responsible 
for speaking t0 administration, whether it’s 
advocating for more solar investment, for 
electric vehicle charging spots or for other 
innovative solutions. 

to truly be a green 
It’s time for Rice 

leader in Houston. 
Rice should follow its peer institutions that 

have invested directly in off-campus renewables 
projects. Stanford University invested in off-
campus solar farming due to student activism, 
and established a panel to continue evaluating 

copy 
Jasmine Lin Editor 
backpage 
Riley Robertson Editor 
Joey McGlone Editor 
business operations 
Shannon Klein Ads Manager 
Sarah Evans Distribution Manager 
Jennifer Lee Ad Design Manager 
Sara Lopez Marketing Manager 
online 
Charlie Paul Editor 

*Editorial Board member 

and it cuts me in the deepest parts of my soul. 
Now, almost two weeks later, I continue to 

grapple with thoughts of how this happened here 
and what we can do to prevent it from happening 
again. Incidents like these prove to us that we 
are a strong community, we are resilient and we 
are proud. We will not break down in the face of 
hate. Rather, we invite everyone to celebrate our 
culture and every culture on this campus. Rice 
has always been and will always continue to be 
a place of open-mindedness and understanding. 
Although two weeks ago an ugly past reared its 
head showing us that hateful sentiments have 
not been totally eradicated, we will continue to 
live with compassion and peace and hope that 
one day this type of discrimination ceases to 
exist. 

Stephanie Brener  istheRiceJewishClub 
vice president and a Baker 
Collegesenior 

of the exclusion many pro-life advocates 

Fostering diversity should include diversity 
of thought, and so particularly in light 

experienced at the Women’s March, perhaps 
a March for Life article would have been the 
perfect chance to do just that. 

Emily Peirce, mathematics graduate student 

opportunities to lessen its carbon footprint. 
It’s time for Rice to truly be a green leader in 
Houston. Without immediate and decisive 
action, we risk our reputation as a responsible 
and engaged academic institution. 

The scientific debate is over. The devastating 
impacts of climate change are a reality, and 
we must take immediate action to save our 
planet from catastrophe. We founded TFCCA 
as two pre-meds with shared concern about 
our environment’s future. As we prepare to 
move on from Rice, we call on students to 
continue engaging in dialogue at Rice to tackle 
this urgent situation affecting us all. We know 
our environment is in danger and we are the 
leaders of tomorrow. It is our responsibility to 
act, not only for our generation but for the many 
generations coming after us. 

Hasan Seede, Jones’16, isanalmunusand 

The Rice Thresher, the official student newspaper 
at Rice University since 1916, is published each 
Wednesday during the school year, except during 
examination periods and holidays, by the students of 
Rice University. 

Letters to the Editor must be received by 5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to publication and must be signed, 
including college and year if the writer is a Rice 
student. The Thresher reserves the rights to edit 
letters for content and length and to place letters on 
its website. 

A eulogy for 
Rice Gallery 

For 22 years, the Rice Gallery has been a 
crown jewel for the arts at Rice. This semester 
will see the space’s final exhibition before the 
Gallery’s closure and apparent absorption 
into the Moody Center for the Arts, and that’s 
a move I can’t help but mourn. 

Unique in its format for a university 
exhibition space, the large-scale, site-specific 
installations that graced the ground floor 
of Sewall Hall had a special effect. Rather 
than just pictures on a wall, the Rice Gallery 
offered experiences: a walk through a Los 
Angeles neighborhood in Ana Serrano’s 
“Salon of Beauty,” a mythical tapestry 
painted with Houston’s soil in Yusuke Asai’s 
“yamatane,” a crawl into a secret room with 
Thorsten Brinkmann’s “The Great Cape 
Rinderhorn.” When I covered Brinkmann’s 
installation last spring, I saw firsthand that 
these installations had a powerful effect, 
even on my friend who insisted he didn’t like 
art. They were huge, immersive and diverse 
works, and it’s hard to imagine losing that 
space. 

Perhaps installations of a similar sort 
will be featured in the Moody Center, but the 
fact of the matter is that so much of the Rice 
Gallery’s potency depended on its location. 
The gallery is visible from the inner loop, 
located in a building in the academic quad 
and arguably the central piece of a building 
that is not primarily dedicated to art. Faculty 
and students who would not have ever visited 
the gallery at the very least walked by, at the 
best were pulled in. Simply put, the gallery 
was hard to ignore, and at a university where 
attention to and respect for the arts has 
been undeniably lacking, the location of the 
gallery was essential. 

The Moody Center will offer more arts 
space centralized into a single building 
tucked away at the far end of campus, which 
will likely prevent the attention drawing 
effect the Rice Gallery excelled at. And 
honestly, I feel some trepidation about the 
“interdisciplinary” requirement for works 
in the Moody Center. If the problem is a lack 
of attention to and respect for the arts here, 
is the solution requiring that the arts make 
more room for other disciplines? 

The future life of the space as a welcome 
center is a disappointing downgrade. 
Arts at Rice shouldn’t lose that prime real 
estate. It could be an upgrade in size, utility 
and visibility for the undergraduate-run 
Matchbox Gallery or the Emergency Room 
Gallery, both currently well-hidden in the 
same building. Still, the legacy of the Rice 
Gallery isn’t erased by its closure. Come 
out to the last exhibition by Sol LeWitt, a 
reinstallation of one of the earliest works 
created for the Rice Gallery, and have a look 
at the gallery’s online archives. 

LennaMendoza istheThresherA&E 
EditorandaMcMurtry 
Collegejunior 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the 
Thresher editorial staff. All other opinion pieces represent 
solely the opinion of the piece’s author. 

Editorial and business offices are located on the second 
floor of the Ley Student Center: 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 
Phone (713) 348-4801 
Email: thresher@rice.edu 
Website: www.ricethresher.org 

The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA and CMBAM 
© Copyright 2016 
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THE 
REDEEM
TEAM

This is a season unlike any we have seen in the past 20 years. 
For the first time since 1996, Rice baseball is not the defending 
conference champion. The 20-year streak of conference 
championships spanned three different conferences and included 
seven College World Series appearances and, of course, the 2003 
national championship. This year’s Owls, however, are not going to 
look back on the end of the run. They are hoping to begin a new one.

*Statistics are based off the 2016 season.

RICE THRESHER BASEBALL PREVIEW

7 College 
World Series 
appearances

302

runs

0.273
batting average opponent batting 

average

0.2420.972
fielding percentage

26 home runs

slugging percentage
0.365

2008

Last College 
World Series 
appearance

3.76
earned run average

22
consecutive

appearances 533

38 24 last 
season’s 
record 26

Seasons under head 
coach Wayne Graham

hits

2nd
conference 
tournament 

finish

jake nyquist /thresher

Ford Proctor, shortstop

design by katrina cherk
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PROJECTED BATTING ORDER 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 

Rice C-USA average 
*Data from 2015-2016 season. 

Batting Average 
0.273 

0.279 

Earned Run Average 
3.76 

4.53 

Home Runs 
26 

34 

Runs Scored Per Game 
4.87 

5.45 

Slugging Percentage 
0.365 

0.393 

Opponent Batting Average 
0.242 

0.271 

Ryan Chandler 
center fielder 

BA .270 
SLG .370 
OBP .359 
HR 2 
RBI 20 

1 Charlie Warren 
right fielder 

BA .341 
SLG .379 
OBP .408 
HR 0 
RBI 27 

2 Tristan Gray
second baseman 

BA .295 
SLG .462 
OBP .353 
HR 5 
RBI 18 

3 Ford Proctor 
shortstop 

BA .336 
SLG .471 
OBP .428 
HR 3 
RBI 41 

4 Darryn Shep 
first baseman 

BA .294 
SLG .480 
OBP .341 
HR 8 
RBI 40 

5 

Star-studded lineup carries experienc 
Andrew Grottkau 

Sports Editor 

It all ended with a perfectly executed relay and a 
tag at home plate. Facing the University of Southern 
Mississippi in the final game of the 2016 Conference 
USA tournament, the Owls were down two runs with 
two outs in the ninth inning. With runners on first and 
second, current senior left fielder Dayne Wunderlich 
lined a ball into the gap in left center field. First 
baseman Tristan Gray scored easily from second, and 
the third base coach waved second baseman Grayson 
Lewis home. 

As Lewis rounded the bases, however, the 
Southern Miss outfielder cut the ball off before the 
wall. He relayed it to the cutoff man, who relayed it 
to the pitcher, who turned and fired home to the 
catcher. The throw was right on time. The ball hit 
the catcher’s glove and he slapped the tag on Lewis’s 
leg immediately, just as the runner slid to the plate. 
Lewis was out. And just like that, the conference 
championship streak was over. 

A couple weeks later, the Owls were heartbroken 
once more. A day after winning two games to advance 
to a winner-take-all game in the NCAA regional against 
Louisiana State University, the Owls again fell short. 
Despite leading in the seventh inning, just seven outs 
from advancing to the Super Regional round, Rice lost 
5-2 to the Tigers to end their season. 

These losses are still hurting. According to junior 
center fielder Ryan Chandler, the team has not 
forgotten them. 

“I believe the conference championship loss and 
the loss in the regionals, those two losses stuck with 
us all offseason,” Chandler said. “They’ve really 
motivated us, from our weight training to how we 
prepare ourselves each day.” 

PLAYERS TO WATCH 

TRISTAN GRAY 

Gray will likely bat somewhere 
between third and sixth in the lineup 
as the starting second baseman. Last 
season, he played five positions, 
but he didn’t play a single game at 
second. Offensively, he will provide 
some power in the lineup after he 
notched a team-leading five home 
runs last year. He will have to work 
hard on his new defensive position 
heading into the season. 

courtesy rice athletics 

Head coach Wayne Graham, now in his 26th season 
with the Owls, said he has a similarly positive outlook 
on last year’s heartbreak. 

“I think [those losses] not only motivate; they are 
a learning experience,” Graham said. “Even though 
they didn’t win everything, they won some games, a 
lot of games. And they know the reasons they didn’t 
win those tournaments.” 

The team is confident this season can be different. 
Coming into the season, the Owls are ranked No. 24 in 
the nation, and the players believe they can rise even 
higher. Senior right fielder Charlie Warren said this 
year’s team has the talent to succeed. 

“This is one of the best Rice teams I’ve played on,” 
Warren said. “We’ll have a really good offensive team 
and I think our pitching staff will do a great job.” 

In past years, pitching has been Rice’s strength. 
Last year’s team had an ERA of just 3.76 and held 
opponents to a .242 batting average. This season, 
however, the team is excited about its offense. Rice is 
returning six of its top seven hitters by batting average: 
Warren, sophomore shortstop Ford Proctor, Gray, 
sophomore catcher Dominic DiCaprio, Chandler and 
junior pitcher and infielder Dane Myers. In addition, 
the team added graduate student transfer Darryn 
Sheppard, who batted .294 last season at Baylor 
University and hit eight home runs, which would have 
led the team at Rice. As he watched Sheppard club 
four home runs in a row over the hill beyond the left 
field fence during batting practice, Graham said he 
was impressed by the team’s power. 

“There were practices two years ago when we 
wouldn’t hit a single home run,” Graham said. “We 
wouldn’t even hit the warning track. We’re stronger 
physically this year.” 

Despite a strong group of returners, Graham 
indicated he is still not certain about the opening day 

lineup. He said Warr 
Chandler will definit 
out who will start at 
a platoon in left field. 
lineup can be one of the best in c 

“Offensively, we’ll 
won’t be any easy outs 

Myers in particular 
year’s team. Last season, 
player. He started 52 
He was also a producti 
he recorded seven sa 
gutsy win over LSU in 
is going to be part 
doesn’t pitch, howe 
to Myers, he is excit 
his roles on the team. 

“Doing both [pit 
because I came here 
to trust me to put enou 
both spots means a 
extra work and a little bit of e 

Myers will have to 
staff due to the loss 
Duplantier and Blake 
starters, junior Glenn 
temporarily sidelined 
Graham, however, sa 
the load as one of the t 

“Myers can be 
Graham said. “He hit 
once out here yester 

While Otto and 
Ricardo Salinas will 
finished last season 
pitched. Sophomore 
a starting role after 

Dane M 
W-L 1-2 
ERA 6.68 
IP 31.0 
SO 23 



m from 

tter and 
has 

o will take the starting 
job behind the plate. In his first season as 
the full-time starter, he will have the job 

nexperienced 
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Glenn Otto 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017 the Rice Thresher BASEBALL PREVIEW 

yn Sheppard* 
st baseman 

G .480 
1 

Dominic DiCaprio 
catcher 

BA .293 
SLG .339 
OBP .335 
HR 0 
RBI 20 

6 Dayne Wunderlich 
left fielder 

BA .228 
SLG .333 
OBP .311 
HR 4 
RBI 27 

7 Andrew Dunlap 
designated hitter 

BA .197 
SLG .426 
OBP .203 
HR 3 
RBI 13 

8 Kendal Jefferies 
third baseman 

BA .125 
SLG .125 
OBP .222 
HR 0 
RBI 3 

9 

xperienced team into new season 
arren, Proctor, Gray, DiCaprio and 

definitely start, but he is still figuring 
third base and there is likely to be 

field. Warren said he thinks the Rice 
lineup can be one of the best in college baseball. 

’ll be stacked,” Warren said. “There 
y outs.” 

ticular will have a unique role on this 
season, he was primarily a position 

games, most of them at third base. 
uctive pitcher. Despite his 6.68 ERA, 
saves and helped lead the Owls to a 
in the regional. This season, Myers 
of the starting rotation. When he 
ver, he is going to bat. According 

cited to have the chance to balance 
eam. 

pitching and hitting] is a privilege 
to do both,” Myers said. “For them 

enough work in to be productive at 
lot to me. It just takes a little bit of 

ork and a little bit of extra focus.” 
o take on a larger role on the pitching 

of last year’s top two starters, Jon 
e Fox. Additionally, two of this year’s 
n Otto and junior Willy Amador, are 
d with injuries to open the season. 
aid he is confident Myers can carry 

the load as one of the team’s top starters. 
better than anybody we have,” 

hit 94 [miles per hour] more than 
day with a good curveball.” 

and Amador are sidelined, junior 
will lead the rest of the rotation. He 

season with a 3.39 ERA in 82.1 innings 
e Zach Esquivel will also take on 

appearing in 18 games last year 

DOMINIC DICAPRIO 

Last season, DiCaprio served as the 
backup catcher to senior Hunter 
Kopycinski. But that didn’t stop hi 
playing. He started 48 of the team’s 
62 games: 36 at designated hi 
12 at catcher. Now that Kopycinski 
graduated, DiCapri 

of commanding a young, i 
pitching staff. 

jake nyquist/thresher 

Ricardo Salinas 
W-L 9-2 
ERA 3.39 
IP 82.1 
SO 64 

and recording a 5.16 ERA. Graham said he is confident 
Rice’s pitching will have another strong season. 

“There’s plenty of pitchers,” Graham said. 
“Esquivel did well last summer and Salinas was a top 
gun last year. If everybody gets well, there’s definitely 
enough pitching.” 

This is one of the best 
Rice teams I’ve played on. 
We’ll have a really good 
offensive team and I think 
our pitching staff will do a 
great job. 

Charlie Warren 
Senior Right Fielder 

One of the reasons Graham has high hopes for 
his team is its performance in its one game in Cuba. 
Against professional foe Artemisa, the Owls notched 
a 4-0 victory behind a combined four-hit shutout by 
Myers and freshman Addison Moss. The top four 
batters in the lineup — Warren, Wunderlich, Myers 
and Proctor — combined for nine of the team’s 11 hits. 
According to Graham, the performance was extremely 
encouraging. 

“We thought we were pretty good when we went 
to Cuba, and the one game we played there, a college 
team can hardly play any better than that,” Graham 

ERA 5.16 

Zach Esquivel 
W-L 2-2 

Willy Amador 
W-L 1-1 W-L 9-2 

ERA 5.36 ERA 2.26 
IP 47.0 IP 29.2 IP 71.2 
SO 37 SO 22 SO 76 

courtesy rice athletics 

said. “Those were all professionals. They’re major 
league players in Cuba, and we completely dominated 
that game. It’s only a single game, but it’s very 
promising.” 

After the first game, the baseball activities for the 
trip were cut short due to the death of former Cuban 
President Fidel Castro. The team, however, continued 
to travel around the nation to experience the culture 
and explore the island. Chandler said the trip was a 
great bonding experience for the team. 

“What gives me the most confidence in the team 
is how united we are,” Chandler said. “That trip 
brought this team together; it’s something we haven’t 
been able to do the past couple of years. This team is 
a brotherhood, and we bonded really well in Cuba.” 

Given the team’s offensive potential, pitching 
depth and team unity, the players are confident. 
After last season’s loss in the regionals of the NCAA 
tournament, the team believes it has improved. Myers 
said he believes the team is good enough to contend 
for the national title. 

“I don’t want to say we’re going to win it all, 
but we’ve got a really good team and we’re really 
experienced,” Myers said. “I’m confident we can take 
it pretty far.” 

Chandler echoed Myers’ sentiments and said he 
believes the team is ready to go back to the College 
World Series for the first time since 2008. 

“Overall, the pitching staff will step up and do their 
job,” Chandler said. “As an offense, we will step up 
and score as many runs as we can. I believe this team 
has the talent and has what it takes to go to Omaha.” 

The Owls will take their first step toward Omaha in 
a four game series on the road at unranked University 
of Texas, Austin beginning Feb. 17. The Owls’ home 
opener is Feb. 21 at 6:30 p.m. against unranked Dallas 
Baptist University.  

WILLY AMADOR 

Amador enters the season on the mend with a 
broken nose, but when he returns he will be one of 
the keys to Rice’s rotation. Amador pitched well in 
the postseason for the Owls last year, pitching 12.1 
innings in the Owls’ final six games and recording 
a 2.92 ERA over that stretch. He backed up his 
strong finish to the college season by making his 
summer league all-star team. If he can maintain his 
momentum from 2016, Amador could be a reliable 
arm for the Owls. 

courtesy rice athletics 

PROJECTED TOP PITCHERS 
Dane Myers 

courtesy rice athletics
*stats taken from 2016 performance at Baylor University 

SCHEDULE 
*Dates in bold are home games. Dates 
with asterisks are conference opponents. 

2/17-2/19 Texas 
2/21          Dallas Baptist 
2/24-2/26  Southeastern Louisiana 
2/28          TCU 
3/3-3/5     Pepperdine 
3/7          Lamar 
3/9-3/12    Stanford 
3/14         Sam Houston State 
3/15        Texas State 
3/17-3/19  Old Dominion* 
3/21           Texas A&M 
3/24-3/26   Florida International* 
3/28           Sam Houston State 
3/31-4/2     Florida Atlantic* 
4/4             University of Houston 
4/7-4/9       Louisiana Tech* 
4/11           University of Houston 
4/14-4/16   Southern Miss* 
4/21-4/23   Western Kentucky* 
4/28-4/30  UTSA* 
5/3            Lamar 
5/5-5/7      Charlotte* 
5/9         University of Houston 
5/12-5/14   Middle Tennessee* 
5/16           Texas State 
5/18-5/20   UAB* 



     
        

      
          

        
      
         

        
          
         

       
     
        

          
        

       
         

     
        

      
      

 
     

         
  

              
          

        
           

 
         

        
        

       
          

  
  

           
           

         
            

      
         

  
           

      
           

             

      
        

     
      

        
      

 
      

          
          

          
          

           
          

      
           

           

       
       

        
       

         
         

         
         

          

         
    

      
        

   
       

         
       

        
        

         
       

 
     

       
        

        

        
         

     
           
   

        
      

      
    

     
      
     

      

    
   

   
 

 

 

 

  

       
        

       
     

    
       

     
      

         
        

         
           

         

        
         

      
        

       
         

       
        

    
         

      
        

        
           

 
         

         
      

      
       

         
        

        
      

        
        

   
        

         
          

      
     

       
     

        
        

 

 

Salinas taking charge 
of young pitching staff 

Ricardo Salinas’ father had no experience 
playing baseball, but he knew his son had the 

have me, we wouldn’t go anywhere. I want to have 
fun on the field and prove that this team can be 

Proctor ready to lead a star-studded offense 

choosing the 

when the Owls travel to 
Austin to play the University of Texas 

the season opener. 
Head coach Wayne Graham said he 
has high hopes for the team this 
year and said that Proctor will 
be a large part of the team’s 

“I may not be around 
when it happens, but 

going to play 
in the pros,” 
G r a h a m 
said. 

 Gave up 3 home runs 

 Had a team-leading 75 hits 
 Led the team in total 
bases with 105 

 .474 BA with runners 
in scoring 
position 

SEASON 
HIGHLIGHTS 

RICARDO 
SALINAS,
starting pitcher 

FORD 
PROCTOR,

shortstop 

Wednesday, February 15,2017 BASEBALL PREVIEW 8 

jake nyquist/thresher 

sirui zhou/thresher 

SEASON 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 Started 14 games 

 Tied for the conference 
lead with 9 wins 

 Pitched a 2-hit shutout 
complete game 

against UAB 

Craig Broadman Mets, who he got to train with during the offseason. 
Thresher Staff During the offseason when he’s not playing 

baseball, Proctor said he enjoys hunting and 
After just one year at Rice, sophomore shortstop fishing — his biggest catch, a Red Drum, weighed 

Ford Proctor is already making a name for himself. in at 55-60 pounds. 
His .336 average and team leading .471 slugging Proctor however, is never away from the game 
percentage earned him many accolades, including for long. After the Rice season ended, he spent last 
Freshman All-American, Conference USA Freshman summer playing in the Cape Cod Baseball League 
of the Year, All-Conference USA (second team) and to hone his skills against the best college players 
Conference USA All-Tournament Team. Despite the in the nation. Then, when classes began, he started 
national recognition he has achieved, Proctor said fall ball. For the spring season, baseball officially 
he is not worrying about all of the individual honor. started Jan. 27 when Rice held its first practice. The 

“It’s humbling to be named all those things but Owls are now making their final preparations for 
I try not to think about that,” Proctor said. “One the season. 
thing I try to think about is: You play to win, you Among those preparations is 
play for your teammates, you work hard every day appropriate walkup song. This year, Proctor said 
and let the chips fall where they may.” he chose “The Stroke” by Billy Squire because it 

Proctor was drafted to the major leagues out of has a good beat, but he prefers something more 
high school in the 40th round by the 2015 World calm before the games. 
Series Champion Kansas City Royals. The Houston “All of my teammates make fun of me because 
native said he had already committed to Rice, but I’m listening to country but I like to listen to 
he was honored to be selected. something calm and stay level-headed,” Proctor 

“Draft day comes and you really don’t know said. “I think that’s the best state of mind to be in 
what’s going to happen,” Proctor said. “I sat on my when you’re playing baseball.” 
computer throughout the whole process and I saw Proctor will need to be in his best state 
my name pop up. It’s something you always think next week 
about happening and it happened.” 

Proctor, however, said he is happy at Rice and is Longhorns in 
looking forward to building off of last season. 

“[Playing for Rice] was something I always 
worked for as a kid,” Proctor said. “The whole 
experience of my first season in Division I baseball 
was cool, but you realize there’s a lot more work to success. 
be done.” 

Last year, the team fell just shy of its ultimate 
goal of winning the national title, as the Owls fell if that kid doesn’t 
in the regionals against Louisiana State University. get injured, he’s 
Proctor said developing team chemistry is essential 
to making a longer run in the postseason. 

“Last year, we went to Cuba and we had an 
experience that drew us closer as a team,” Proctor 
said. “This will only help us going forward, and 
this year’s bunch is really tight knit.” 

According to Proctor, the 2016 Cuba tour was a 
once in a lifetime experience because the team got 
to experience Cuba’s culture. 

In the one game the Owls played before the 
baseball hiatus, Proctor went 3 for 4 with a double 
and one RBI to help propel the Owls to a 4-0 
victory over the Cuban League team Artemisa. 

Proctor’s slick fielding abilities and doubles 
power is comparable to Corey Seager, the Los 
Angeles Dodger who won National League 
rookie of the year in 2016. Proctor said his 
favorite player is Jay Bruce of the New York 

Madison Buzzard 
Thresher Staff 

talent. Salinas started playing baseball with his 
brother at the age of four. Taught by his father, who 

learned the game by reading articles and books, Salinas 
flourished as a three-sport athlete, juggling football, 
basketball and baseball before his time at Rice. Now, he 
is a pivotal piece of the Owls’ pitching rotation. 

Last season, Salinas solidified his spot as a starter, 
starting 14 of the 15 games in which he pitched. Salinas 
pitched at least 7.0 innings in seven games and averaged 
5.2 innings per outing throughout the season. Even 
more impressive was Salinas’ performance during 
those games, dropping his season-long ERA to 3.39 and 
tallying a 9-2 record. During a March 13 game against No. 
16 East Carolina University, he tallied 8.0 shutout innings 
and was named Conference USA Pitcher of the Week. 

Salinas entered Rice as the 191st-ranked prep senior 
in the nation and the 16th-ranked senior in Texas by 
PerfectGame.org, a prominent baseball recruiting site. 
He featured in a 2014 recruiting class which included 
junior infielder Tristan Gray, junior outfielder Ryan 
Chandler and junior right-handed pitcher Glenn Otto, 
among others. 

Salinas picked Rice without much hesitation. 
According to Salinas, Rice is the only place he ever 
wanted to play. 

“I had a chance to go to a bunch of schools, but I fell in 
love with Rice when I came on campus.,” Salinas said. “I 
live 30 minutes from here. My parents and grandparents 
can come and watch me play. This is the only school I 
looked at.” 

Just as Salinas fell in love with Rice, the Owls’ 
coaching staff valued their North Shore recruit. During his 
freshman year, Salinas pitched the second most innings of 
any Owls’ freshman behind Otto, notching five starts and 
11 relief appearances. He finished his freshman season 
with a 3-2 record, posting a 4.65 earned run average and 
totaling 22 strikeouts. 

Salinas said the Rice coaching staff accelerated his 

development. 
“In high school, I did not have the pitches I have now,” 

Salinas said. “Now, it’s one of my best pitches. I give credit 
to coach Graham for preaching the spike curveball. I no 
longer rely on my fastball too heavily, and I can use all the 
pitches in my arsenal.” 

Despite his improved pitch arsenal, Salinas said 
he was not pleased with his overall consistency on the 
mound last season. 

“If I could improve one part of my game it would be 
consistency throughout the entire year,” Salinas said. 
“Last season, I had a couple of bad starts and during most 
games I had a few poor innings. If I can cut those out, it 
will really improve my season.” 

C-USA coaches have already expressed their belief 
in Salinas and his development. Salinas is a preseason 
All-Conference USA selection, joining teammates Otto, 
sophomore shortstop Ford Proctor, and senior outfielder 
Charlie Warren. He was also named a Preseason Third 
Team All-American by the National College Baseball 
Writers’ Association. 

Salinas and his teammates are optimistic heading 
into the year. The C-USA coaches picked Rice to win the 
regular season title after they fell just two wins short last 
year. In fact, Salinas said he believes the Owls can go 
even further and play in the College World Series for the 
first time since 2008. 

“I think we can go to Omaha and win it all,” Salinas 
said. “If the pieces fall together we are going to do 
something big. Our hitting has improved tremendously 
from last year. Our pitching is not there yet but we have 
the whole season. It all depends on who gets hot at the 
right time.” 

Increased production from one of the Owls’ best 
pitchers would greatly boost Rice’s prospects heading into 
the postseason. Salinas said he recognizes the burden to 
improve and relishes every opportunity on the field. 

“As an individual, I want to improve in every stat 
category from last year and get double digit wins,” Salinas 
said. “Coach Graham told me that if this team didn’t 

successful.” 

https://PerfectGame.org
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courtesy popsugar 

‘A Series of Unfortunate Events’ 
remakes original magic 

Michael VerMeulen 
Thresher Staff 

Based on the acclaimed children’s book 
series and following the derided movie 
adaptation of the same name, “A Series 
of Unfortunate Events” returns to the 
screen in an eight-episode first season on 
Netflix. Covering the first four novels with 
two episodes dedicated to each book, the 
show’s initial season succeeds as a faithful 
adaptation of its source material. However, 
inconsistent casting and humor keep the 
series from reaching its full potential. 

For those unfamiliar with the series, the 
story follows the misadventures of siblings 
Violet (Malina Weissman), Klaus (Louis Hynes) 
and Sunny Baudelaire (Presley Smith) in their 
search for a proper guardian following the 
death of their wealthy parents. Thwarting the 
children’s pursuit of a home is the villainous 
actor Count Olaf (Neil Patrick Harris) who, 
along with his theatrical friends, attempts to 
capture them for their enormous fortune when 
Violet turns 18. These “unfortunate events” 
are narrated by Lemony Snicket (Patrick 
Warburton), whose backstory and connection 
to the Baudelaires is mysterious. 

The show shines in its production design, 
creating a look that is simultaneously 
bizarre and believable. From Count Olaf’s 
decrepit house to Uncle Monty’s room of 

reptiles, the series’ settings vary wildly yet 
remain consistent with the surreality of the 
story’s universe. The cinematography also 
stands out as dynamic, continuing Netflix’s 
tradition of shows that feel like movies. The 
show’s vibrant style is assisted by director 
Barry Sonnenfeld of “Men in Black” fame. 
Sonnenfeld directs half of the season’s 
episodes and serves as executive producer 
for all of them, demonstrating a level of 
inspiration that he has not shown of late. 
Sonnenfeld was originally attached to the film 
adaptation of the book series before leaving 
the project due to creative differences, and it’s 
clear he was right to save his vision for the 
small screen. 

Another key figure (also not involved in the 
movie) is book series author Daniel Handler, 
aka Lemony Snicket. Handler is credited with 
writing five of the season’s eight teleplays and 
he heavily exerts his influence over the other 
three as well. Handler’s extensive involvement 
ensures a loyalty to the novels that surely 
will please fans of the book series, though 
he does make a number of small changes 
that might annoy purists. However, these 
changes have no ill effect on the show’s story, 
which is one of the series’s strongest aspects. 
Oftentimes, they actually improve and add 
depth to situations and characters that could 
otherwise come across as one-dimensional. 
Handler’s plotting of these “unfortunate 
events” is precise and well-paced, never 

shirking on backstory nor delving too deeply 
into a specific plotline. 

these ‘unfortunate 
Handler’s plotting of 

events’ is precise and 
well-paced, never 
shirking on backstory 
nor delving too deeply 
into a specific plotline. 

Where Handler does mishandle the 
adaptation of his material is in some of the 
humor, which often caters too heavily to a 
younger demographic. While the books were 
indeed written with children in mind, their 
overall darkness offset the sillier aspects for 
more mature readers. In the show, the tone is 
mostly comedic even when the viewer is told 
that things should be taken seriously. While a 
number of the jokes such as Sunny’s eloquent 
subtitles for her babbling are quite funny, just 
as many gags aren’t. From cartoonishly dumb 
characters to ill-fitting meta references, the 

0see SERIES, page 10 

‘Cheap Date’ art 
show makes art 
accessible 

Lily Wulfemeyer 
For The Thresher 

The Hardy and Nance Studios building, 
tucked away on a side road under a 
commanding overpass, immediately 
presents a cold white concrete facade to 
the curious explorer. But on the night of 
the third Cheap Date: A $20 Art Show and 
Market, the faint throb of retro electronic 
music led Houstonians to a cozy gravel 
space in front of the studio swarming 
with art and writing vendors and 
enthusiasts. To escape the cold, a mere $3 
an individual or $5 a couple got gets you 
access to the studio, which was vibrating 
with the activity of people perusing and 
purchasing art and snooping through 
any unlocked doors. Walking through the 
halls, you may expect to run into couples 
smoking in the kitchen, empty bottles of 
Fireball strewn on art brochures and a 
woman telling everyone that they looked 
“very ’90s.” And while noise overwhelmed 
the space, it didn’t deter anyone from 
striking up riveting conversations with 
artists about their work. 

Beyond providing a platform to 
promote and sell local art, the purpose of 
this show was exactly that: to encourage 
a dialogue between artists and art lovers 
within the Houston community. Hosted 
specifically by and for Houstonians, 
the show boasted a number of high-
profile local artists. Yet, their work was 
anything but stuffy and inaccessible 
material. Featured works included 
innovative and almost disturbing collage-
style photography and elaborate pencil 
drawings featuring half-naked women. 
Along with the show’s overall theme, 
these pieces take on a refreshing grunge 
twist. Be it Stitch with a Frankenstein ’do, 
“Adventure Time” characters with melting 
skin or highly accomplished fan art from 
popular television shows and Miyazaki 
films, the content was tailored largely to 
the millennial art-loving crowd. Perhaps 
the show most effectively welcomed this 
audience simply with its guiding mandate 
— nearly all of this work, despite being 
worth much higher prices, went for $20 
or less. 

This unique twist to the art show 
resonated with the artists who agreed to 
sell at such low prices. 

“I feel like DIY is super important 
to the art scene and the idea of ‘We can 
all do this, we can all come together 
and do something and it doesn’t have 
to be expensive, and we can just make 
something really cool happen and get 
art in peoples’s hands, you know?” artist 
Traci Lavois Thiebaud said. Thiebaud 
runs a small print shop called “whatever, 
mom” and put her own pieces up for sale 
at the show. 

Thiebaud’s bohemian setup spoke 
to the beauty of making art easily 
accessible. She was situated at the corner 
of the gravel clearing, dressed in a floor-
length faux fur coat. In front of her was 
an antique typewriter and a sign that 
said “Poems for trade or barter.” After 
meeting a woman on the streets of Los 

0see $20 DATE, page 10 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

GULF COAST 
READING SERIES 

Supported by the University of 
Houston’s graduate creative writing 
program, highly acclaimed literary 
magazine “Gulf Coast” will host a 
reading series Friday Feb. 17 from 7 to 9 
p.m. Admission is free. 

2010 Waugh Dr. 
gulfcoastmag.org 

EVA SCHLOSS 
Stepsister and friend to Anne 

Frank, Eva Schloss will share her story 
of survival Wednesday Feb. 15 at the 
Wortham Theater Center. Tickets are 
$25 and the event runs from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Wortham Theater Center 
501 Texas Ave. 

jewishbellaire.com 

MY OH MY 
This drag show will be packed 

with Texas talent. If you’re looking 
for a night of dancing, lip-syncing 
and incredible costumes, check out 
Warehouse Live on Sunday Feb. 19. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m, show starts 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $25. 

Warehouse Live 
813 Saint Emanuel St. 
warehouselive.com 

AMOR ETERNO 
Casa Ramirez Folk Art Gallery 

features mixed-media, ceramics and 
paintings in “Amor Eterno: The Heart 
Shows.” The gallery is open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday 
through Feb. 23. Entry is free. 

Casa Ramirez Folk Art Gallery 
241 W. 14th St. 

https://warehouselive.com
https://jewishbellaire.com
https://gulfcoastmag.org
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10 A&E the Rice Thresher Wednesday, February 15,2017 

Other than Harris, the show’s casting is0Series quite good. Weissman and Hynes are decent 
in the lead roles of Violet and Klaus, andFROM PAGE 9 
Warburton is excellent as Snicket. The show 
also has a bevy of great guest stars, including 

writing gives a sometimes confused tone to Aasif Mandvi, Joan Cusack, Don Johnson 
the proceedings. This dilemma is not helped and even Will Arnett and Cobie Smulder as 
in any way by certain casting choices. “Father” and “Mother.” All of these actors 

Neil Patrick Harris, known mostly for his fit the characters they are given, and they 
comedic roles, here attempts to ride a fine all lend their weight to the series. Overall, 
line between sinister and goofy but leans “A Series of Unfortunate Events” is a show 
farther towards the latter. While he succeeds that will please book readers and possibly 
in portraying Olaf’s theatrical personality delight children but prove more difficult 
and lack of acting ability, he struggles to come for older audiences to enjoy. The series has 
across as imposing. This is partially due to many superb qualities and provides decent 
his immediately recognizable voice, which he entertainment, but the show could have 
does not change in any way while playing Olaf. been of higher quality if executed differently. 
For people like me who were used to seeing I hope next season “Unfortunate Events” 
him as Barney Stinson on the sitcom “How I learns from its mistakes and becomes as good 
Met Your Mother,” this might be an issue in a TV series as it was a book series. It certainly 
drawing you into his supposed villainy. has the potential. 

The Jameson Fellowship for 
American Decorative Arts 

20182017 { } 
Rice undergraduates and graduate students interested in art 
history, history or museum studies are invited to apply. 
The Jameson Fellow will enroll each semester for a three-credit art 
history internship course, and spend the 2017-18 academic year as 
a researcher at the Bayou Bend Collection of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston. 

$13,000 stipend 

Additional funds (up to $1,500) are reserved for a research trip
during the time of the fellowship. For Jameson Fellows without 
access to a vehicle, some help could be available to cover part of 
one’s transportation costs during the year. 
Qualifications include an excellent academic record and an interest 
in American art and culture of the 17th through 19th centuries. 

Applications should consist of the following: 
1. A brief (2-3 page) typewritten statement expressing the 
applicant’s willingness to undertake the internship in 2017-2018, 
stating how the fellowship would enhance your other studies at 
Rice, plans for graduate school, career goals or general interest in 
the decorative arts. 
2. Academic transcripts (ofcial or unofcial) 
3. One letter of support from a Rice faculty member. 

Applications should be sent to the Jameson Fellowship Committee at 
the Department of Art History (Herring Hall 103, MS-21) no later than

Friday, March 24, 2017. 
Questions may be directed to 

Professor Joseph Manca manca@rice.edu or 713-348-3464 

demand, were priced under the $20 bar at 
the show. 

“A lot of people will be like, ‘Oh, you’re 
0$20 Date 
FROM PAGE 9 

underpricing yourself!’” Henry said. “But 
actually I’m giving you a real price. The 

Angeles who was busking poetry years only reason I would up any of the prices 
before, Thiebaud decided to follow in her is based on my own greed. You know? So 
footsteps. Eloquent poetry typed on torn that is one thing I love about the Houston 
and yellowed pages was available for as art community, is that a lot of artists 
little as a vial of perfume or another small aren’t based on greed, they’re completely 
object and an explanation of something on just creators. They just wanna make 
the mind of the patron. something.” 

Jaz Henry, photographer and employee And perhaps Henry’s statements and 
at the Contemporary Arts Museum, the show as a whole speak to the vitality 
Houston, expressed similar values. and values of the Houston art community. 

“I want to make art for the masses,” After all, it thrives within a city that is 
Henry said. “I’m around art that’s priceless viewed across America as an industrial hub 
or something that I could never think of centered around oil-drilling and business, 
affording, but there are so many art lovers as artist Kalen Rowe, who attended 
and the way that our world is now is that University of Houston, attested. Yet it is 
everyone can collect art, and I want people vibrant, connected, innovative and ready 
to know that they can have the piece of art.” to push into a future in which art is infused 

Going to school for photography was throughout the city, made available to all 
an expensive feat that prompted Henry people from low-income college students 
to explore cyanotype photography, a far looking beyond Target for dorm decorations 
cheaper alternative that is now her main to adults hoping to fulfill a long-term dream 
medium. With this style, she is able to of self-publishing a zine. 
splice together collages of photography Be sure to keep an eye out for a fourth 
and “other imagery” and convert those to Cheap Date: A $20 Art Show and Market in 
whimsical negatives that, while in high the near future. 

New addition to Chinatown spices things up 
Lauren Heller tofu and vegetables, such as mapo tofu and 

Thresher Staff garlic cucumber salad. 
There was no dessert on the menu, so if 

Many of the Chinese restaurants you have a sweet tooth I would recommend 
around Houston serve food from the checking out other dessert cafes in 
Hunan or Sichuan provinces, although Chinatown afterwards. Or you could walk 
Chinese cuisine encompasses many over to H-Mart and load up on baked goods 
regional cuisines. However, Uyghur from Tous Les Jours or snacks in the grocery 
Bistro, a restaurant that opened last section. Everything at Uyghur Bistro 
year in the same strip mall as H-Mart on incorporates aromatic spices, so getting 
Bellaire differentiates itself from these something minty wouldn’t hurt! 
other restaurants by serving dishes from Finally, Uyghur Bistro is a sit-down res-
Xinjiang. Also known as the Xinjiang taurant where servers come to take your or-
Uyghur Autonomous Region, this province der, but at the end of the meal you pay at 
borders Mongolia and Kazakhstan and the cash register. I found online that some-
is home to the Uyghurs, a Muslim ethnic times they don’t take credit, so I would rec-
group, that also live in other Central Asian ommend that you bring cash to cover the 
countries. bill just in case. Luckily, the prices are all 

As a result, Uyghur Bistro serves halal very reasonable. The spicy laghman and 
meat and does not serve alcohol or pork. cumin lamb served generous portions with 
The dishes themselves are a unique blend high-quality ingredients and each only cost 
of Chinese and Middle Eastern flavors. One $12, making for a reasonably priced and 
of the restaurant’s specialties is laghman, filling meal. 
or handmade wheat noodles. The spicy If you’re looking to venture to the domi-
laghman, came with beef and the kinds nant Chinatown fare, I would highly recom-
of vegetables you would normally find on mend checking out Uyghur Bistro in China-
a kebab at a barbecue. The noodles were town to try something new. 
thick and chewy, balancing the spices well 
to create a substantial entree. 

We also ordered the cumin lamb with 
onions and green onions. I’m not one to 
eat lamb very often as it tends to be tough, 
but this restaurant did a fantastic job. 
The pieces of lamb were juicy and tender, 
mixing well with both plain rice and the 
laghman noodles. The flavors of the cumin 
and other spices were subtle, so that no 
component was overpowering. If lamb 
suits your fancy, there are several other 
lamb dishes, including cumin and chili 
flake lamb kebabs as well as meat bread, 
a homemade pita bread with braised lamb 
shank. 

Uyghur Bistro also offers some 
vegetarian options comprised of noodles, Spicy laghman, wheat noodles with beef. 

lauren heller/thresher 

2017 ENGINEERING COMPETITION 

Open to ALL Rice Students in teams of 3 or 4 
Free Registration at www.forum.rice.edu 

Sponsored by Rice Global E&C Forum, Dean of Engineering and Fluor Corp 

$200 Amazon Gift Card 
to each 1st Place team member 

Gift cards for 1st-5th place teams 
T-Shirts - Door Prizes - Pizza 

FREE Cofee House Gift Card 
for the 1st 5 Teams to Register! 

Wednesday, Feb. 22 
RMC – Grand Hall – 3-5 pm 
Register by Feb. 17 

Ri lice Global E&C Forum 

mailto:manca@rice.edu
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Freshman guard Tayler Bennett gets into a defensive stance during the Owls’ 74-55 victory over Florida International University Clamping down last Thursday. It was the Owls’ biggest conference win of the year until they beat Florida Atlantic University 89-55 on Saturday. 

vidya giri/thresher 

Kidd’s Corner 
The reflections of a 4-year Rice baseball 

student manager 
During my freshman fall, I emailed a I was meant to do this job from the first 

member of the Rice baseball staff to get moment I stepped onto campus. There had 
information about an open position to be the been no vacancy in the student manager role 
manager of the baseball team. I distinctly for years prior and it just so happened that 
remember sitting in my room one afternoon two different students were unable to return 
going over how to frame the email so that to work that season for various reasons, thus 
it would come across as this perfect mix of opening the window of opportunity for me. 
professionalism, excitement and maturity. In addition, I had welcoming and accepting 

The man who would become my future upperclassmen to bring me in. They made 
boss, Daniel Watson, was prompt in his me feel as if I was part of the team the first 
response and was almost as excited as I day I stepped on the field. While passion and 
was. I quickly found out he had been a experience were the two answers Graham 
four-year manager himself. After attending was hoping for, there was also a good deal 
a meeting with him and the coaching staff of perfect timing and a perfect fit involved. 
the next day, I knew in my heart I had to That is the lesson I want to share with 
accept the position. Now, three years later, others as well. Everything played out just 
I’m still here and I’m not ready to give up right for me when I simply sent an email, 
my position just yet. As my fourth and final took a chance, and in turn, I now have even 
season approaches, I’ve been thinking about more passion for the game I love and far 
the most memorable times from the past more experience than I ever did when I first 
three years. This takes me back to the story signed up. While this game utilizes passion 
of that first meeting. and experience to determine wins and 

losses, our everyday lives are also made up 
of wins and losses. And every Rice student 
has within themselves, the ability to “win” 

Rice baseball has or to do things that better their future or the 
futures of those around them. And these daily been a second home to victories come about because of the passion 
each individual has within themselves and me, and I am a much the motivation to keep going. 

better man because of Therefore it is of utmost importance to 
follow our passions from one year to the 

my time spent here. next, and seek out the experiences that will 
mold us into the best versions of ourselves 
that we can be both at Rice and beyond. 

Graham cut me off. He looked at me and said 
that the two things he was looking for from Thresher 
my response were passion and experience. writer 
He also said that the job was mine if I were 
to accept it. 

seniora 
isaLove 

I walked into that first meeting extremely Rice baseball has been a second home to 
naïve, not knowing what to expect when I me, and I can confidently say I am a much 
got to meet Watson, the assistant coaching better man because of my time spent here. 
staff, and of course, the legendary coach The only thing that remains is to enjoy the 
Graham. I knew enough about Graham conclusion of a fantastic journey alongside 
and the Rice baseball program to get by my teammates and hope for a season to 
but I still had much to learn and obviously remember. 
wanted to make a good impression. That was Kidd’s Corner is a column written by 
when coach Graham asked me a question Michael Kidd. The opinions expressed in the 
that I had to respond to on the fly: He said column are solely his own. 
something along the lines of, “What would 
you say are two most important traits that 
one needs in order to be successful in this 
game?” I blurted out a response similar to, 
“Well, I think if you have the passion for the Michael 
game and the experience to go along with 
it, you can be…” and that was when coach 

I always love retelling that story because 
it symbolizes, at least in my own mind, that 

Football adds 17 to 
2017 recruiting class 

Andrew Grottkau extremely well,” Bailiff said. “His production is 
Sports Editor off the charts. We think we hit a home run there 

late [by] adding him to our class.” 
Although football season has only been over The final three-star recruit in Rice’s class, 

for about two months, the most important day of Nyakwol, is a tall defensive back. He stands 
the offseason happened earlier this month. On at exactly six feet tall, but despite his height, 
Feb. 1, national signing day, Rice football signed he is very agile. He has a 48-foot triple jump 
17 new student-athletes to its 2017 recruiting and, according to Bailiff, will have a chance to 
class to bolster a roster that went 3-9 last season. compete for the Texas state championship in the 
The class ranked 123rd nationally and 12th out event this spring. 
of 14 in Conference USA according to 247sports, It would be easy to overlook the two-star 
a prominent source of recruiting data. recruits in the class, but in recent years, Rice has 

The group of recruits included four offensive turned two-star recruits into top contributors. 
linemen, three wide receivers, three linebackers, Current Houston Texans defensive tackle 
three defensive backs, one quarterback, one Christian Covington and current NFL free agent 
defensive lineman, one kicker and one tight tight end Luke Willson both came to Rice as two-
end. According to 247sports, three of the recruits star recruits and eventually made it to the pros. 
were three-star prospects while the other 14 Among the most notable two-star recruits in 
were two-star prospects. Head coach David this class are linebacker Garrett Grammer and 
Bailiff said he is thrilled about the incoming kicker Will Harrison. Grammer was twice named 
group of players. to the All-State team while playing high school 

“We signed 17 young men today that we are football at Foster High School in Richmond, 
extremely excited about,” Bailiff said. “We think Texas. Kicker Will Harrison led his high school 
their futures are bright and we think they make team to its first ever state championship in 
our future bright.” Indiana, and Bailiff indicated that he expects 

The top three rated recruits in the class Harrison to compete for the starting job 
were quarterback Miklo Smalls, defensive back immediately. 
George Nyakwol and linebacker Kenneth Orji. Coming into the 2017 season, offensive line 
Smalls in particular is an intriguing player. He is was a need for the Owls. The team addressed 
officially listed as an athlete, not a quarterback, that need by signing four offensive linemen 
by 247sports, which is a testament to his ability to this class. Among the group is offensive 
to make plays both by throwing and running tackle Gregor MacKellar. Much like Covington, 
the ball. He won the offensive MVP award in his MacKellar is a two-star recruit from Canada. He 
district during his junior season while playing at stands at 6 feet, 5 inches tall. Football, however, 
Plano East High School. Given Rice’s uncertain is not his only talent; off the field, MacKellar is a 
quarterback situation heading into the season, top-rated competitive bagpipe player. 
he could compete for a big role in his freshman Like MacKellar, wide receiver Cameron 
year. According to Bailiff, Smalls is hoping to be Montgomery has another off-field talent. 
Rice’s starting quarterback this fall. Montgomery won the 100-meter Texas State 

“That’s his intention,” Bailiff said. “He’s told Championship last year. Bailiff said he 
us he’s going to come in here and he wants to envisions Montgomery making highlight-reel 
compete. When you see how he handles himself plays for the Owls. 
as a young man and the confidence that he has “[Montgomery] is a dynamic player,” Bailiff 
in his game, I know he’s going to come in and said. “He really makes great things happen 
study and he’s going to try to do just that. when the ball is in his hands. To get that type of 

While the majority of the recruits had speed is really exciting.” 
committed to Rice last summer or earlier, Orji Despite the talented players in the recruiting 
joined the class just days before national signing class, Rice’s class ranks nearly last in both the 
day. He turned down offers from nine schools to conference and the nation. It is the third straight 
come to Rice including the University of Illinois year the Owls have ranked 10th or worse in 
and Vanderbilt University from the Big 10 and Conference USA in recruiting. Bailiff, however, 
the Southeastern Conference, respectively. Orji, said he is not concerned with the rankings. 
who Bailiff said would play outside linebacker “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder,” Bailiff 
for the Owls, led his team in tackles and was said. “And last I checked we had eight guys in 
named to the All-State team while at Elkins the NFL.” 
High School in Missouri City, Texas. Bailiff said The new Owls recruits will report to campus 
he was pleasantly surprised that Orji committed in June, and the football season will begin on 
to come to Rice. Aug. 26 in Sydney, Australia when Rice takes on 

“He’s a tall kid with broad shoulders and runs Stanford University. 
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CLASSIFIEDS
TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and Energetic teach-
ers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible 
schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@testmasters.
com.

RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High School Math, 
Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, Humanities, and 
SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay is based 
upon a variety of factors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re-
sume to siyengar777@gmail.com

SEEKING EXPERIENCED highschool-level math tutor 2x/week 
for 1 hour. Math review needed for GRE. Can meet on campus. 
$30/hr. Please call Sarah at (713) 582-6158.

APARTMENT FOR RENT less than one mile from campus. Unit 
one: small 2 BR, 1 bath, central AC, washer/dryer. Richmond/
Mandell area, water and natural gas furnished. Nice and neat, 
$950 per month plus deposit. Unit two: large 2 BR, 1 bath with 
study, W/D. Very unique, off street parking. Water and natural 
gas furnished. Woodhead/59 area. Privately owned property. 
$1250 per month plus deposit. Call Rice alum at 713-806-9228 
or 713-806-9230.

Shannon Klein
Advertising Manager
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

(713) 348-4801

The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any 
reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad. Printing an advertisement does not constitute 
an endorsement by the Thresher.

First copy free, second copy $5.
Cash, check or credit card payment must accompany your classi-

fied advertisement, which must be received by 12 p.m. on the Friday 
prior to publication.

WANTED

And thus it was, the day of Valentine’s, 
When Cupid’s quelling quiver fell to none,
I’m fine, I’m fine, I’m fine, I’m fine, I’m fine,
I lie; heart three-sixty no scoped by gun.

Revenge: the only thought left in my mind,
Must show that I am strong by having sex,
With someone super hot, a perfect find,
Or maybe anyone that I just met.

Employ my goodest words to woo some ass,
“Hey, do you like to play Call of Duty?”
A shaking head means no; time to think fast,
“L-O-L, I totally said doody.”

And then I spy my ex’s stone-cold eye,
A perfect end; try hug, but just high-five.

I brace my body on the night of Crush.
Wearing my birthday suit in the moonlight,
I slog through Rice’s marshy, muddy slush,
My giblets bouncing made a handsome sight.

As I descend the RMC’s main stair,
I’m shocked at how the people all react.
Caught unaware, with gaping jaws and stares,
But Willy did not tremble or retract.

I enter, fingers crossed, hoping for fun.
Swaggering in and making an impression,
Hoping for more than a party of one,
I walked into a Chase info session.

Coming early is oft met with a scoff. 
Yet tonight, corporate banking got me off.

He is our leader, to him we all hail,
And fundraising is his ideal first date.
On this Valentine’s we recount the tale,
Of how Leebron found love, destined by fate.

Back then, his mane did cover his noggin.
And she, a youthful beauty in his class.
With a voice like ’80s Kenny Loggins,
He said, “I’d really like to see you pass.”

He slicks his hair and applies some lip balm.
Her heart started beating with lightning speed.
Gently reaching out, greeting with his palm, 
A single handshake is all Leebron did need. 

Timeless love, like college commons sans clock, 
Leaves no room for leaks, sealed by Cupid’s caulk.
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