
 

    
     

       
   

       

    
    

     
   

   
   

    
   

    
      

     

     
    
    

     
         

      
 

    
     

    
     

     
    

      
 

     
   

   
   

       
   

    
 

    

    
       

   
 

      
     

   
    

 
      

    
     

     
      

    

     
     

      
      

 

   

     
     

 
       

   
      

 
      

        

 

  
 

 
 

 

     
 

       
             

   

 

 

   
 
 

     
    

     
    

     
      

   
    

     
   

    
      

     
     
    

     
    

 
      

     
     

  
 
 

    
 

   
   

 
 

     
    

 
   

   
     

   
     

      
     

       
 

     
    

     
      

     
      

 
     

       
   

 

     
      
    

        
 

     
    

      
   

      
    

    

      
      

    
      

      
    

   
      

        

   
      

    
     

   
     

      
 

     
      

      
       

      
      

     
       

   
       

     
     

   
Gone phishin’
Information technology office warns of
increasingly sophisticated email attacks

NEW YEAR, 
NEW FOOD 
The end of 2016 sees 
an upheaval in the 
Houston food scene 

see A&E p. 6 
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HOLD SA 
ACCOUNTABLE 

Violations indicate lax 
performance 

see Ops p. 5 

Elizabeth Rasich 
Thresher Staff 

Schemes to steal usernames and 
passwords are another part of the Rice 
University experience. Students, faculty 
and staff alike are falling victim to attacks 
that direct Rice email users to sites that 
almost exactly resemble legitimate, Rice-
sponsored sites. Phishing scams are now 
more frequent and more technologically 
advanced, prompting the Office of 
Information Technology recently to 
direct its IT representatives to warn their 
residential colleges about the attacks. 

Many phishing attacks are motivated 

by the prospect of stealing the thousands 
of dollars of academic resources to which 
Rice students have access, according 
to Vice President for IT Klara Jelinkova. 
NetIDs and passwords are keys to 
an expensive cache of educational 
subscriptions and materials which 
scammers attempt to steal in order to 
use for their own purposes or to resell to 
other individuals. 

Subscriptions to academic resources 
can cost hundreds of dollars. The MLA 
Literary Research Guide, for example, 
costs $395 per year for university 
libraries. According to Jelinkova, 
expensive research materials are in 

high demand in countries where they are 
unavailable or too costly to access, and 
phishing attackers have a ready market 
where they can sell the NetIDs and 
passwords they collect. 

“If they get your NetID and password, 
they can go through the proxy server to 
the library and get access to licensed 
library materials that may not be even 
available in other countries,” Jelinkova 
said. “Usually it’s because they can sell it. 
It’s something of value.” 

More is at risk than access to research 
guides and academic journals. Phishing 
scams that succeed in collecting NetIDs 

0see PHISHING, page 4 

illustration by jennifer fu 

LOOKING FOR A 
REBOUND 
Toughschedulesends 
women’s basketball to four-
game losing streak 
see Sports p. 9 

Development 
continues on 
sexuality pilot 

Yasna Haghdoost 
Editor-in-Chief 

Though the Critical Thinking 
in Sexuality pilot is not currently 
listed in the course catalogue or in 
Schedule Planner, the class is still 
set begin in February, according 
to Director of Sexual Violence 
Prevention and Title IX Support 
Allison Vogt. Registration for the 
class will open for students within 
the next two weeks. 

Next year’s CTIS class will 
comprise of five 50-minute sessions 
mandatory for incoming freshmen; 
students interested in learning more 
can enroll in five additional sessions 
for the remainder of the semester. 
Vogt said the pilot will include 
both the mandatory and optional 
sessions, and that the content for 
the pilot’s curriculum has been 
finalized. 

The pilot course will be offered 
to students as a Lifetime Physical 
Activity Program section, and will 
incorporate components from 
the Project SAFE session during 
Orientation Week and the original 
CTIS class proposed by then-
Student Association President Jazz 
Silva in fall 2015. 

For incoming freshmen, the 
mandatory sessions will not count 
for credit hours, as registration 
holds will be placed on students’ 
Esther accounts until they complete 
the course. 

Students Transforming Rice Into 
a Violence-Free Environment liaison 
Lauren Wood said she understood 
some students’ concerns over 
the content of the course, and 
encouraged them to reach out to the 
STRIVE liaisons or Vogt with their 
feedback. 

“There’s a lot of difficult logistics 
and legal aspects about what Rice 
can require students to learn that 
I discovered when meeting with 
Vogt,” Wood, a Will Rice College 
senior,said.“Shehasbeenveryopen 
to changing how the mandatory and 
optional courses are offered, so I 
hope people who are upset bring 
constructive ideas to her in person, 
or talk to a STRIVE liaison who can 
pass along their thoughts.” 

Former astronaut Mae Jemison to deliver 2017 commencement address 
Drew Keller studies, then a medical degree from in April 2016 in order to put forward message to our students.” 

News Editor Cornell University four years later. recommendations for the speaker. Stanbury said she believes Jemison 
After graduating with her medical According to Baker College senior is an exceptional choice of speaker. 

Former astronaut Mae Jemison, the degree, Jemison served as a medical Mickyle Stanbury, Jemison was one “As a woman of color pursuing 
first African-American woman to go officerinWestAfricaforthePeaceCorps, of eight suggestions the committee engineering, Dr. Jemison is the kind 
to space, will give the class of 2017’s according to the NASA profile. Since originally gave the administration. of person I’m honored to have the 
commencement address, according to leaving NASA in 1993, she has worked “I’m thrilled with our students’ pleasure of listening to on one of 
the office of Rice University President to promote science and technology choice of Dr. Jemison as Rice’s 2017 the most important days of my life,” 
David Leebron. through private and nonprofit sector commencement speaker,” Leebron Stanbury said. 

Jemison flew an eight-day organizations. She is currently the said in a press release made available Stanbury is studying mechanical 
mission on the space shuttle principal of the 100 Year Starship to the Thresher. “She has a global engineering. 
Endeavor in 1992 as a science project, a joint initiative between NASA reputation as a bold, pathbreaking and “Although I wasn’t born in America 
mission specialist, according to and the Defense Advanced Research entrepreneurial leader. Her concern and didn’t spend my formative years 
her National Aeronautics and Projects Agency which aims to ensure with improving opportunities for young here, the story of Mae Jemison is one of 
Space Administration profile. the development of interstellar travel in people and harnessing the power the first and memorable I’d heard about 
She earned a bachelor’s degree the next century. of science has been evident in her influential African-American women,” 
in chemical engineering from Leebron’s office assembled a many contributions. She has excelled Stanbury said. “She’s one of the women 
Stanford University in 1977, while commencement speaker selection in an incredible range of endeavors that’s inspired me to continue to pursue 
also fulfilling the requirements for a committee chaired by political throughout her career, and I am myengineeringdegree, toaimforthings 
degree in African and Afro-American science professor Melissa Marschall confident she will bring an inspiring that many think are unattainable.” 

https://RICETHRESHER.ORG
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FEB 6 – 9 PM FEB 13 11:59 PM FEB 20 – 9 PM FEB 27 – 8 PM MAR 6 – 8 PM FEB 20 – 10 PM MAR 7 

ANNOUNCEMENT AND 
PETITIONS AVAILABLE 

PETITIONS DUE 
TO SA OFFICE 

APPROVE 
BALLOT 

CAMPAIGN 
BEGINS 

ELECTION PERIOD 
BEGINS 

ELECTION PERIOD 
ENDS 

ELECTION RESULTS 
ANNOUNCED 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION GENERAL ELECTIONS TIMELINE 

Administration, SA seek 
student input on Rice’s future 

Amber Tong 
News Editor 

In response to Rice University President 
David Leebron’s call for student participation 
in the Second Vision for the Second Century, 
the Student Association Senate introduced 
legislation at its Jan. 9 meeting to create a 
committee that will seek input on student 
values and priorities, and is currently 
soliciting applications for five members. 

V2C2 is a priority-setting initiative and 
fundraising campaign intended to follow 
up the first Student Vision for the Second 
Century in 2012. SA Director of External 
Affairs Constantine Tzouanas, a Wiess College 
sophomore, and External Vice President 
Hannah Todd, a Wiess junior, will be the co-
chairs of the committee. 

A 10-point plan emerged from Leebron’s 
first Vision for the Second Century initiative 
in 2012. The areas of emphasis included 
research and scholarship, holistic education, 
graduate programs, institutional collaboration, 
interdisciplinary projects and investments in the 
Baker Institute and Rice’s professional programs. 

Other parts of the vision included 
expanding the university’s size, highlighting 
Rice as an international university with a 
focus on Asia and Latin America, investing in 
spaces and facilities for campus and increasing 
partnerships with Houston organizations. 

Due to the Student Association 
constitutional requirement for a one-week 
waiting period between legislation introduction 
and voting, the SA Senate has not yet held an 
official vote to approve the committee, but will 
do so next week. If approved, the committee 
is set to present its findings to the president’s 
office and the Board of Trustees in March. 

At the Senate meeting, Todd said she 
encourages all undergraduates to apply. 
Committee members will collect information 
on students’ current views as well as their 
goals for the university. 

“It is really an exciting opportunity for all 
of us,” Todd said. “In the past [Vision for the 
Second Century] has played a very important 
role in defining areas where we see gaps, and 
areas we hold dear.” 

The applications are available on the SA 
Facebook page and until Jan. 16. 
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RUPD chief of police, First Year Programs director to leave Rice positions 
Emily Abdow 

Assistant News Editor 

Chris Landry, Rice’s assistant director of First 
Year Programs, will leave on Friday for Auburn 
University, where he will serve as the assistant 
director of first year experience and orientation. 

Landry directed Rice’s Orientation Week for five 
years, among other responsibilities. 

Landry said Rice’s O-Week is unique 
due to the level of engagement of all those 
involved in the development process, including 
administration, residential college leadership 
and academic advising. 

[Managing O-Week] is often extremely 
difficult considering the varying levels of power 
each of those groups may have, and myself and 
the coordinators are charged with effectively 
managing changes, even unpopular ones,” 
Landry said. 

Landry said following his departure, Assistant 

Chris Landry 

Director of Student Success Initiatives Araceli Lopez 
will step in this year to assist the O-Week student 
directors and coordinators. 

“Overthelastfiveyears,I’vehadsomewonderful 
experiences with O-Week and interactions with 
both incoming students and student leaders and I 
am looking for new opportunities to grow and be 

Johnny Whitehead 

challenged,” Landry said. 
Chief Johnny Whitehead of the Rice University 

Police Department will be retiring on Jan. 31 after 33 
years of police work, he said. 

Whitehead began his career in 1976 in at the 
Baltimore City Police Department, and came to 
Rice from the University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Police Department in 2012. 
“Developing partnerships and working with 

the community have always been the kind of 
policing I enjoy,” Whitehead said. “The size and 
culture at Rice make it a lot easier to cultivate a 
trusting relationship between police officers and 
community.” 

Upon retirement, Whitehead said he will spend 
time with his family in western Massachusetts. He 
also plans to write a book on policing and race, a 
project he began before coming to Rice. 

Whitehead said he wished to thank his Rice 
colleagues for giving him the opportunity to serve. 

“Outside of the military, I can’t think of a 
better way to serve your community than in 
policing,” Whitehead said. “I’ve been blessed 
and honored to have served many communities, 
and there was no better way to finish my policing 
career than at Rice.” 

This article has been condensed for print. To 
read the full version, visit ricethresher.org. 

KTRU to celebrate 50th anniversary with week of concerts 
Sarah Smati and David Yang 

Thresher Staff 

With the 50th anniversary of KTRU Houston 
approaching next semester, KTRU is expanding 
its 26th annual KTRU Outdoor Show in the 
spring to an entire week full of events and 
concerts. 

In addition to the week-long celebration, 
KTRU will host a guest segment featuring 
alumni who will speak to their past experiences 
with the station, which broadcasts from the 
Ley Student Center on 96.1 FM and online 
streaming. KTRU has been student-run since 
its inception in 1967 by a group of Hanszen 
College students broadcasting music from the 
Old Section part of the dorm. 

Over the past 50 years, KTRU has seen 
drastic changes. The station has been renamed 
from its original title of KOWI, expanded from 

evening-only hours at its beginning to the 
24/7 listening available today, and lost then 
regained its position on FM radio. 

Station manager Ernest Pelton said KTRU’s 
commitment to a variety of music has remained 
a central theme in the past five decades despite 
other changes. 

“KTRU has undergone many changes since 
its founding, both in broadcasting ability and 
station culture,” Pelton said. “While a lot has 
changed in 50 years, one thing that remains 
constant is KTRU’s dedication to celebrating 
each and every style of musical expression and 
giving our listeners what they can’t get from 
the ‘top 40’ radio stations.” 

The station is run solely by 40 to 50 Rice 
students and volunteers from the Houston 
community, whom Pelton describes as diligent 
and passionate. 

“The people I work with at KTRU are what I 

I’ll be coming back to 
When I’m 70 years old, 

visit KTRU for its 100 
year celebration. Only 
time can tell what 
KTRU has in store for 
us then. 

Ernest Pelton 
KTRU Station Manager 

love most about our station,” Pelton, a Lovett 
College junior, said. “What we do wouldn’t be 
possible without the dedication of countless 
students and community members in and 
out of the station 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Our DJs do everything they do simply for 
their love of music which is pretty cool.” 

Pelton said he expects that KTRU will grow 
even more over the next 50 years, having 
already seen tremendous growth in the number 
of students joining the station this year. 

“If one thing is certain, it’s that KTRU needs 
strong leadership moving forward,” Pelton 
said. “I know that when I’m 70 years old, I’ll 
be coming back to visit KTRU for its 100 year 
celebration. Only time can tell what KTRU has 
in store for us then. In the meantime, I’ll keep 
listening to 96.1 FM.” 

Details of KTRU’s lineup for the week-long 
celebration are upcoming. 

Rice Bikes to move out of RMC 
Amber Tong 

News Editor 

Bikers looking to get their bikes fixed 
on campus no longer have to find their way 
around the Rice Memorial Center, as Rice 
Bikes is officially moving to the Housing and 
Dining garage starting Friday, Jan. 13. 

The new store space, located near the Baker 
College master’s house and across the inner loop 
from Herring Hall, features increased wall space 
and custom-made furniture, according to General 
Manager Lydia Dick. It is double the size of the old 
store and will house 26 mechanics, 13 of whom 
were freshly hired and trained in the fall. 

“We have been working hard to ensure that 
the new floor plan and the new design of our 
shop is conducive to the work flow and the 
flow that we want for our customers,” Dick, a 
Martel College junior, said. 

Former General Manager Madeleine Pelzel, 
who initiated the relocation project as soon 
as she came into her term in December 2015, 
said the old space limited Rice Bikes’ ability to 
grow as a business. As a consequence of the 
narrow indoor space and the inability to work 
on rainy days, they have had to turn away 
customers. More importantly, she said, the 
business was not able to think big. 

“We couldn’t really think about more hours 
or an expansion or more people because the 
space was the limiting factor,” Pelzel, a Lovett 
College junior, said. 

This will be the business’ second 
relocation in its three-year history. In 2014, 
the bike service then known as Rice Bike Shop 
moved from the basement of Sid Richardson 
College to the RMC when it merged with Rice 
Rental Programs to become Rice Bikes. Brown 
College senior Brian Barr, the first general 
manager who oversaw the move, said he 
expects the move to attract more business like 
the first move did. He also said he is glad a 
partnership with H&D is in place to support 
the growth. 

“I’m really excited about the new 
location, not only because of the increase 
in space available for us, but because of the 
partnership with Housing and Dining and 
their commitment to support student-run 
businesses moving forwards,” Barr said. 

According to Student Center Director Kate 
Abad, who oversees student run businesses, 
the Student Center will continue to advise 
and support Rice Bikes even though they 
are no longer in the physical Student Center 
building. 

“For the Student Center the Rice Bikes 
move is bittersweet,” Abad said. “We are 
thrilled they now have the space they need to 
grow and expand, but we are sad not to have 
all three of our businesses in the building.” 

The Student Center is still deciding how 
the vacated space in the RMC will be utilized 
and hopes to have a better idea by mid-
February, Abad said. 

Health director 
passes away 

Emily Abdow 
Assistant News Editor 

Stacy Ware, who served as the director of 
Student Health Services, died of cancer during 
winter break. 

Ware’s battle with cancer lasted for over 
a year, according to an email sent by Dean of 
Undergraduates John Hutchinson to several 
staff members. She underwent treatment and 
returned to work with a positive prognosis, 
but left after a recent recurrence. Ware began 
working for Student Health Services in 1988. In 
2015, with the departure of Mark Jenkins, she 
became director. 

In the email, Hutchinson remembered 
Ware’s dedication to supporting nursing her 
staff. Hutchinson also remembered Ware’s 
optimism and excellence in providing health 
care for Rice students. 

“I can say with confidence that Stacy loved 
working at Rice and loved caring for Rice 
students. She worked with a smile on her 
face but was unafraid to confront the various 
challenges that arose during her times as 
associate director and director,” Hutchinson 
wrote. “I will deeply miss her enthusiasm, her 
spirit, her compassion, her intellect, and of 
course, her talent as a physician.” 

Left: Rice Bikes has been moved to its new home in the Housing and Dining garage. Right: Founder and former General Manager Brian Barr, 
General Manager Lydia Dick, head mechanic Will Yarinsky and mechanic Errol Jordheim prepare for the opening of the new shop. 

https://ricethresher.org
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Rice hosts automation summit 
tations, covering both the importance and com-

Drew Keller plexity of the developing effects of automation on 
News Editor work. 

“The academic world tend to be highly spe-
While most Rice students were studying for cialized, so you almost never hear in the same 

finals in early December, a collection of entre- meeting such a span of speakers, from technology 
preneurs, academics and researchers gathered at to philosophy,” Vardi said. “Hearing such a broad 
the BioSciences Research Collaborative for three range of speakers was an intellectual feast.” 
days to discuss the future impact of automation Duncan College junior Dan Burke, who at-
and artificial intelligence on human work in the tended the conference out of personal interest, 
De Lange Conference X, entitled “Humans, Ma- said he was surprised by the disagreement among 
chines and the Future of Work.” some speakers. 

“To me, it’s the university at its best,” Rice “Some felt felt that the future of work would be 
President David Leebron said. “What [conference relatively unchanged by automation, while others 
chair Moshe Vardi] and the conference committee expressed the opposite,” he said. “The takeaway 
did here is bring people from all different disci- that anyone could find useful is that AI is going 
plines to think about a problem that can only be to spread throughout society and the workplace, 
addressed through multiple disciplines.” and we need to be ready for its impact.” 

Leebron, who delivered short opening and Vardi said he has mixed feelings about the so-
closing remarks, said collaborative events like cietal outcomes of increasing automation. 
the conference were one of the reasons why he “I am a short-term pessimist and a long-term 
wanted to come to Rice. optimist,” he said. “People dislike major changes, 

“Rice’s advantage is we’re a small university so it is very hard to bring about major societal 
and people can easily reach out and want to be shifts. When when forced to, however, humanity 
engaged in this kind of dialogue,” Leebron said. is both resilient and resourceful.” 
“Just now, I had people come up to me from other Vardi listed employment safety nets, educa-
universities, from much bigger universities, and tion, and corporate incentivization as policies 
say they’re amazed at the spirit of the institution which he believes will be the subject of conver-
that’s reflected in a conference like this.” sation and experimentation in coming years. In 

Vardi, a professor of computer science who order to continue a national policy discussion, 
conducts research in automated reasoning, said Vardi said he plans to organize a summit in Wash-
he originally became interested in the social im- ington, DC in the fall. 
pact of AI in 2011, when IBM Watson, a computer The DeLange Conference series has been held 
system capable of responding to questions in nat- every two to four years since 1991, according to
ural language, won Jeopardy. Vardi submitted his the conference website. Other recent conference 
proposal for the conference’s theme, which was topics include “The Future of the Research Uni-
ultimately chosen as the finalist, to the confer- versity in a Global Age” in 2012 and “Transform-
ence Steering Committee in fall 2014. ing the Metropolis: Creating Sustainable and Hu-

Vardi said the conference exceeded his expec- mane Cities” in 2009. 

Jelinkova acknowledged the difficulty in 
fully blocking access to phishing URLs. 

“Because a lot of the sites are posted outside
0PHISHING 
            FROM PAGE 1 of the United States, it gets a little difficult to 

take them down,” Jelinkova said. 
Jelinkova said students can expect to receive 

and passwords may use those passwords to a phishing email sometime in their Rice career. 
access more sensitive information such as Alerts about phishing emails are not sent 
social media or bank accounts if the password out every time a scam is reported, but rather 
connecting to the NetID is used for other sites. when the frequency of attacks is particularly 

“Separate passwords for separate accounts high or the attacks are more sophisticated. 
ensures minimal damage if one of your account Jelinkova attributed the prevalence of phishing 
passwords is compromised,” campus chief as opposed to other scams to the size and 
information security officer Marc Scarborough anonymity of the internet. 
said in an August 2014 email to students. Vinay Raghavan, the IT representative 

Some phishing emails lure students into for Duncan College, said he has experienced 
clicking URLs that lead them to sites which phishing personally. 
almost exactly mirror Rice-affiliated sites “I received a couple phishing emails at my 
like Esther. Jelinkova said there are only Rice email this past semester, and plenty more 
subtle differences between fraudulent sites at my personal email,” Raghavan, a junior, said. 
and real ones. “My response is to just delete the email and try 

In other instances, attackers have pretended to warn the community whom it might affect.” 
to be from OIT and threatened to shut down As an IT representative, he said he is a 
students’ accounts if they do not reset their resource for those who receive a phishing email. 
username and password. In an email former “Students often come to me when they 
IT representative Gautham Giri sent to the receive a phishing email, and it’s really helpful 
members of Lovett College, he warned students when they let me know so I can help the rest of 
to carefully evaluate the legitimacy of emails the community stay safe,” Raghavan said. 
even when they initially appear to originate He said that were several major phishing 
from a Rice-affiliated email. email incidents in the fall 2016 semester to 

“Sometimes it can be hard to tell if an email which he responded. 
is legit or super shady, especially when you see “Each time about four to six people 
the Rice logo in the message,” Giri, a senior, mentioned it to me personally,” Raghavan said. 
said. “Just know that OIT doesn’t threaten to “There were also a couple instances of people 
shut down your account unless you take an being unsure about real emails.” 
action online.” Raghavan said Rice students should be 

Phishing emails may have enticing subject vigilant about attempts to steal their access 
headers, such as the one received by several to academic materials, while expressing 
Rice students on Dec. 5: “New $10,000 Holiday disappointment that some information is too 
Scholarship for Rice Students!” The email was expensive or difficult to access without stealing. 
signed by “Morgan Cohen, Idle Student at Rice “I think it’s disappointing that people need 
University” and listed a Miami, Florida address. to go to such extents to access these materials,” 

When OIT becomes aware of phishing Raghavan said. “I am personally a believer 
emails, they block any URLs in the email from of free and open access to information, but 
the Rice network, according to Jelinkova. They unfortunately, that isn’t the way the world works. 
then report the URLs to various authorities, There are still certain issues with that, such 
including to browsers which flag the URL as national security and return on investment 
as a scamming site and display a warning if with costs of research, but in general I think 
anyone clicks on the link. The Rice University the spreading of knowledge and the freedom of 
Police Department and the Federal Bureau of education is one of the most important aspects 
Investigation are also notified. of humanity.” 

SA committee to propose 
constitutional changes 

Sarah Smati she said. “We exist to serve the undergraduate 
Thresher Staff student body and use the constitution to set the 

methods and procedures by which to do so.” 
The Student Association Constitutional The Constitutional Revisions Committee, 

RevisionsCommitteeissettoannouncechangesto formed in spring 2016 and led by the 
Rice University’s Student Association constitution Parliamentarian, is in charge of identifying any 
in late January, according to SA President Griffin deficiencies and recommending the necessary 
Thomas. The changes include revisions in length, amendments. 
structure and style to eliminate confusion and Over 100 pages long, the constitution is 
improve the document’s clarity. divided into 14 articles, each addressing separate 

The current constitution was written three branches that include executive, judicial, 
years ago, and SA Parliamentarian Annabelle organization, initiatives and referenda, elections, 
McIntire-Gavlick said several problems have been and amendments. Article 12, for instance, 
identified, including its length and confusing details how the elections must operate; the 
descriptions of processes which have prevented introduction outlines the SA’s responsibility for 
certain committees from operating. electing officers and representatives of subsidiary 

organizations, along with members of the Honor 
Council. It then designates the criteria for voter 
and candidate eligibility, and how the elections 111 pages is a lot for of the SA officers and Student Senate members 
will work with regards to dates, announcements, any document, much scheduling, and any necessary changeovers that 
may take place. less one that is sup-

In addition to shortening the constitution, 
posed to be accessible. the committee plans to separate the constitution 

from the SA bylaws, which are currently located 
within one document as “Class A” and “Class 
B,” respectively. Changes to the bylaws only Annabelle McIntire-Gavlick 
require Senate approval, rather than referendum SA Parliamentarian approval by the full undergraduate student body. 

Furthermore, the constitution outlines three 
types of meetings, “open,” “private” and “closed.” 

“As we put the new document into practice, The committee is removing the notion of an open 
some problems revealed themselves,” McIntire- meeting, according to McIntire-Gavlick, as it is 
Gavlick, a Lovett College senior, said. “Some of defined as a meeting that anyone can attend yet 
these exist in the length; 111 pages is a lot for any is not publicly announced and thus results in 
document, much less one that is supposed to be little attendance. All meetings will henceforth be 
accessible to all members. Some of the processes designated as “publicly announced” to maximize 
are limiting and creating situations where it’s participation or “closed.” 
impossible for the SA to function like it should, so Lastly, Thomas announced that the title of 
we’re working on identifying those situations and “resolution” that the SA uses for its proposals will 
rectifying them.” be changed to “proposition.” He said “resolution” 

Last semester, Thomas, a Lovett senior, cited has an overly demanding connotation and 
the constitution’s length and complexity as the should be changed to improve cooperation with 
main reasons for two constitutional violations. the administration. 
In October, the Senate held several minutes of Thomas confirmed no changes will take place 
closed session without first holding a required without following the constitutionally required 
two-thirds vote, and for the last several years the procedures for amendment, including general 
Senate has unconstitutionally voted on many student body vote for major changes. 
pieces of legislation without a roll call vote. “Any recommendations coming forward 

McIntire-Gavlick is responsible for advising from the group will represent the opinion of the 
Senate members on writing legislation and Committee, but not necessarily the opinion of the 
ensuring the SA follows constitutional procedure. Senate as whole,” Thomas said. “Once we present 

“The constitution serves as the guiding our recommendations to the Senate, then the 
document for not only all of the processes in the Senate will have the opportunity to approve them 
SA but also our general purpose and direction,” to go on the spring SA ballot.” 

NON-ARCHITECTS: JOIN US AT THE RICE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

Take our classes 
Watch our lectures 
Attend our exhibitions 
Visit us at arch.rice.edu 
or on social media at @ricearch 
for more information 

SPRING 2017 CLASSES OPEN TO NON-ARCHITECTURE MAJORS: 
FWIS 168: Case Studies on Building Design Problems 
ARCH 305: Arch for Narchs (Architecture for non-Architects) 
ARCH 309: Technology II - The Shell 
ARCH 316: Technology IV - The Environment 
ARCH 317: Landscape & Site Strategies for Houston 
ARCH 322: The High Performance Building on Rice Campus 
ARCH 323 (2): Adaptation - Restoration, Renovation, Re-Use 
ARCH 323 (3): Model Object 
ARCH 330: Rice Building Workshop Seminar + House 
ARCH 345: History & Theory (pre-1890) 
ARCH 352: History & Theory (1968-present) 
ARCH 363: Architectural Freehand Drawing Workshop 
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Constitution’s transparency, 
not length, must be focus 
The Student Association’s Committee of 

Constitutional Revisions is in the process of 
amending the SA constitution (see p. 4). Though 
the bill convening the committee last spring 
spoke of “procedural deficiencies” it sought to 
correct, over and over again, we have heard var-
ious members of student government complain 
that the SA constitution is “too long.” However, 
without detailed specific concerns regarding 
the content of the constitution, objections over 
the length of the constitution seem misguided. 

While some procedures may feel cumber-
some or finicky, the SA risks not being accessible 
to students without them. Details and specifica-
tions, such as those relating to keeping open re-
cords of votes and dictating when meeting dates 
and locations must be publicly announced, are 
important components of the constitution that 
help maintain transparency and accountabil-
ity within the SA. We understand that it seems 
these stipulations benefit only a handful of in-
quisitive students, but it is unreasonable to ex-
pect students to value constitutional procedure 
when it seems the SA does not. 

This is not to say the constitution is perfect; 
for example, the article on blanket tax and fi-
nances does not clearly define the purpose of 
the initiative fund to which students contribute 
through their tuition. This is an example of a 
vagueness that ought to be corrected. Still, the 
Thresher’s coverage of constitutional violations 
that occurred over the past three years indicates 
the constitution’s length has not so much been 
the problem as the failure to comply by rules 
clearly outlined therein. While there can always 
be room for improvement, and some vague-
ness such as the one mentioned above can be 
further clarified, the length of the constitution is 
not the glaring concern that some SA members 
have made it out to be. In the revised constitu-
tion, we hope to see changes that evince greater 
transparency and accessibility within the SA’s 
operation for the student body at large. 

Hold the SA accountable 
In the Thresher’s previous issue, an 

investigation uncovered unconstitutional 
actions in Student Association proceedings. The 
litany of discoveries include straw poll voting 
conducted without the level of documentation 
required by the constitution. In addition, 
representatives spent a cursory “15 to 20 
minutes” debating and discussing legislation 
that could impact Rice students. The SA’s duty 
to consider the impact of legislation on current 
and future student bodies as well as the greater 
university undoubtedly requires more time than 
a lunch break. 

In response, SA President Griffin Thomas 
and the SA have introduced a variety of new 
initiatives. Thomas has decided to follow 
the constitutional procedures, albeit for the 
remaining 50 percent of his administration. 
The Committee on Constitutional Revisions, 
in the aftermath of the fallout, will begin its 
work despite being created last April. One can 
assume the changes, ostensibly marketed as 
“reviewing and updating” the constitution, will 
seek to legalize these shortcuts. 

As a student who believes in the potential 
of the SA, I propose a number of policies to 
increase transparency. First, the SA must 
publish all pending legislation and initiatives 
well before voting so that students can give 
feedback on the legislation. The SA votes on 
all policies regardless of media coverage by the 
Thresher. Particularly affected are those laws 
that can set precedents for future legislation. 

Pursuant to the proposed changes to the 
constitution, the SA must publish proposed 
amendments to the constitution for student 
perusal and discussion. Past administrations 
have passed amendments for ostensibly 
“good” reasons, and students should 
have the opportunity to monitor proposed 
constitutional revision. 

Lastly, the SA apparatus should restore its 
relevance and leverage by critically examining 
legislation pass rates. With its 94 percent 
pass rate, the current SA is rapidly becoming 
a rubber stamp. By performing an in-depth 
investigation and discussion of each policy, the 

SA can raise the standard of passed legislation 
and consequent authority. 

At this time it is best to remind students that 
the SA is ultimately accountable to YOU. Contact 
your college representatives, attend SA meetings 
and make your voice heard. Every class at Rice 
leaves a legacy, and we, the student body, have 
the opportunity to enact legislation that can 
improve students’ experiences. For our part, 
the American Enterprise Institute Executive 
Council invites all student groups, University 
administration and faculty to the first Rice 
politics roundtable. The roundtable is a platform 
for members of all campus organizations to 
discuss campus politics and national legislation 
that can affect the Rice campus. Our goal is to 
reach a common understanding while exploring 
ways that Rice can become an active participant 
in our nation’s political future. Only by coming 
together as a university can we leverage our 
collective talents to great heights. 

We at the Executive Council believe that the 
roundtable can begin to address issues facing 
student government. The Thresher reports that 
when notified of the constitutional violations, 
“Thomas said the SA was unaware the straw poll 
voting was unconstitutional, as the leadership 
had misinterpreted the constitution.” A 
government misinterpreting its own constitution 
is a serious problem. Thomas blames “the 
detailed nature and length of the constitution 
and parliamentary code.” Although very long, 
the constitution is remarkably straightforward. 
These violations should spur students to hold 
the SA accountable. Are there more violations to 
be revealed? 

McMurtryC 
juniorand 
Rice AEI 
Executive 
Council 
President 

WesHun 

cartoon by jennifer fu 

#140charactersorless 
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opinions copy The Rice Thresher, the official student newspaper 
at Rice University since 1916, is published each 
Wednesday during the school year, except during 
examination periods and holidays, by the students of 
Rice University. 

Letters to the Editor must be received by 5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to publication and must be signed, 
including college and year if the writer is a Rice 
student. The Thresher reserves the rights to edit 
letters for content and length and to place letters on 
its website. 

ASK THE STAFF 
What headline do you 
expect to see in 2017? 

“Too Traumatized to Think About 
2017” 

– Yasna Haghdoost, Editor in Chief 

“Trump Impeached” 
– Jennifer Fu, Illustrator 

“Not Content With Phishing, Russia 
Moves To Corner Fishing Market” 

– Charlie Paul, Web Editor 

“Rice begins [insert marketing 
campaign] to increase attendance 
at [insert sport] games” 

– Andrew Grottkau, Sports Editor 

“2017 Now the Hottest Year Ever 
on Record” 

– Juan Saldana, Business Manager 

“Gingrich Proposes Bill To Rename 
‘New Mexico’ to ‘Home of the Brave’” 

– Anita Alem, Managing Editor 

“One Direction Reunited” 
– Emily Abdow, Assistant News Editor 

“Short-Sleeved Button Downs 
Make Comeback at NYC Fashion 
Week” 

– Drew Keller, News Editor 

“The Onion Quits Because ‘Reality 
is a Joke, Don’t You Get It?!” 

– Amber Tong, News Editor 

“Earth now 100 Percent Solar-
Powered” 

– Mitch Mackowiak, Opinions Editor 

“People Beginning to Realize 2017 
Might Just Be Worse Than 2016 
Because Dates Are an Arbitrary 
Concept” 

– Christina Tan, Art Director 

“Free Beer at Baseball Games is 
Slam Dunk for Student Attendance” 

– Riley Robertson, Backpage Editor 

“A Feminist Win for Everyone: It Is 
Now Acceptable to Cry in Class” 

– Jasmine Lin, Copy Editor 

“Week 15: Local Woman Continues 
to Crack Jokes In Class, Nobody 
Laughs” 

– Lenna Mendoza, A&E Editor 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the 
Thresher editorial staff. All other opinion pieces represent 
solely the opinion of the piece’s author. 

Editorial and business offices are located on the second 
floor of the Ley Student Center: 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 
Phone (713) 348-4801 
Email: thresher@rice.edu 
Website: www.ricethresher.org 

The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA and CMBAM 
© Copyright 2016 
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courtesy the guardian 

‘A Monster Calls’ reminds us why stories 
can be both escapism and salvation 

Maddie Flavin 
Thresher Staff 

Box Office 
Running time: 108 minutes 

Rating: PG-13 

Showing at: 
AMC Studio 30 

Edwards Greenway 24 
Edwards Houston 23 

Genre: Fantasy 

In coming-of-age films, the teenage 
protagonists usually find themselves 
straddling the abyss, one foot firmly in the 
ignorant bliss of childhood and the other 
foot in the unfamiliar confusion of the 
adult world. J.A. Bayona’s “A Monster Calls” 
differs in that its barely teenage protagonist 
has been prematurely foisted into the adult 
world. But, because of the overwhelmingly 

mature nature of what he has experienced, 
he cannot return to the world of children. 
Though it has elements of fantasy, “A Monster 
Calls” isn’t afraid to look into the darkness 
that can suddenly plague any child’s life and 
acknowledge that, even for young people, 
life can become complicated. 

feel like a child actor 
MacDougall doesn’t 

playing a kid; he feels 
like a kid playing a kid. 

Conor O’Malley, a talented artist, is bullied 
on a daily basis by the same group of cruel 
kids. At home, his young mother is bedridden 
as she dies of cancer. Because of his parents’ 
separation years ago, Conor will live with 
his grandmother, an icy real estate agent. 
Terrified of the prospect of a motherless 
future but in denial that his mother will 
eventually succumb to her illness, Conor 
summons a monster to set things right again. 
But the monster knows from the beginning 
that Conor’s definition of setting things right 
again might not be what’s best for the boy. 

Regardless of their screen time, the film’s 
intimate cast produces some powerfully 

raw moments that are hard to shake off but 
quite beautiful at the same time. Felicity 
Jones, as Conor’s ailing but eternally loving 
mother, is so present during each of her 
scenes. Her power as an actress is rooted 
in that honesty. Jones communicates the 
woman’s contentment with her life, rooted 
in her affection for her son. As the mother, 
her only regret is that she won’t live to see her 
son grow up to be the good man she’s raised 
him to be, which makes the scenes of her 
impending demise so difficult to watch. 

Sigourney Weaver as the grandmother 
turns out to be much more than the two-
dimensional villain Conor imagines her 
to be. She doesn’t instantly warm up to 
her grandson due to the bitter root of her 
anguish, which is also causes Conor’s anger 
— the imminent loss of her daughter, the 
boy’s mother. The grandmother feels just as 
lost as her grandson, knowing that she will 
outlive her own daughter, and, as a result, 
both parties lash out at the ones they love at 
times. 

Liam Neeson is magnificent as the 
Monster, for which he provides the 
voice and the motion capture. Neeson’s 
trademark northern-Irish bass gives the 
Monster undeniable presence. Sometimes, 
the Monster comforts Conor, like a father 
concerned about his son. Other times, he 
gruffly attempts to force the boy to confront 
the one truth he doesn’t want to admit. 

Furthermore, the film’s animation and 
visual effects teams deserve enormous praise 
for rendering the Monster in such a grounded 
way. Combining motion capture, practical 
effects and CGI, this is one monster that 
genuinely feels like a creature that could 
indeed exist in the real world. The CGI isn’t 
there to win a pageant; it’s there to simply 
assist in telling a story. It works because it’s 
subtle in doing its job and then gets out of the 
way when it needs to. 

Lewis MacDougall, only 12 years old and 
with one film credit (2015’s “Pan”) at the time 
of principal photography, is the film’s real 
revelation. In a mind-blowing performance, 
given his age and experience, MacDougall is 
gripping, delivering pitch-perfectly in terms 
of his character’s tangled myriad of strong 
emotions, without being melodramatic or 
overly sentimental. MacDougall doesn’t feel 
like a child actor playing a kid; he feels like a 
kid playing a kid. As a result, it becomes both 
easier and harder to take Conor’s journey, 
emotional baggage included. 

This is one of those films where crying 
a lot feels unashamedly good for the soul. 
What makes “A Monster Calls” feel so truly 
real is that it captures the unfair randomness 
that can happen to any of us. Though we may 
never understand why such things happen, 
the film reassures us that we can make it 
through the pain to continue our way through 
the walk of life. 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

WILLFUL 
WONDERING 

Visual artist Patricia Bellan-
Gillen explores the fantastical, the 
environment and relationships in her 
surreal large-scale prints and drawings. 
The gallery opening is Jan. 12 from 5 to 
7 p.m. and will be on view until Feb. 17. 

RICE MEDIA CENTER 
1600 Main St. 
arts.rice.edu 

DEAR LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR 

This series by photographer Gary 
Watson exemplifies art as a medium 
of political commentary. The photo 
essay depicts the life of a Houston 
transgender woman, and further 
explores the challenges of being trans 
in Texas. The work opens Jan. 12 from 
6 to 8 p.m. and will remain on display 
until Feb. 18. 

SPRING STREET STUDIO 
1824 Spring St. 

springstreetstudios.info 

ZADIE 
SMITH 

Award-winning author Zadie Smith 
will be reading from her new novel 
“Swing Time” on Friday, Jan. 13. The 
book explores music, relationships and 
politics as it follows the friendship of 
two black girls who dream of becoming 
dancers. Tickets are $27. 

ST. Paul’s Methodist United 
5501 Main St. 

brazosbookstore.com/events 

THE ROOM 
For the next installment of their 

Midnight Movie Classic series, River 
Oaks Theater will be showing the so-
bad-it’s-good modern classic “The 
Room.” This labor of love by lead actor, 
director and writer Tommy Wiseau 
guarantees lots of laughs (although 
many of them weren’t intended). The 
showing is Friday, Jan. 13 at 11:55 p.m., 
tickets are $10.50. 

River Oaks Theater 
2009 West Gray St. 

landmarktheatres.com 

https://landmarktheatres.com
https://brazosbookstore.com/events
https://arts.rice.edu
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Thomas Struth   
Nature & Politics 

Diana Thater 
Starry Messenger 

teamLab 
Flowers & People 

David Auburn 
Proof 

Lisa Peterson & Denis O’Hare 
An Iliad 

Dušan Týnek Dance Theatre 

Creativity Up Close 

Visualizing Nature 

Monster 

Art & Activism 

Leadership through the Arts 
infographic by christina tan 

beginning february beginning march offered spring 2017 

The opening ceremony for the Moody Center for the Arts has been scheduled for 
Feb. 24, 2017. The center aims to provide the public with a space to integrate the 
arts, humanities and sciences. Below is a list of their resources available this spring: 
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‘RUN THE JEWELS 3’ MASTERFULLY 
MIXES HUMOR AND POLITICS 

Naomi Pringle 
Thresher Staff 

A silver lining often repeated in the wake 
of the presidential election is the potential 
for great art as a reaction to despair. While 
there was plenty of grist for artistic righteous 
anger before, “Run the Jewels 3,” in all of its 
anti-establishment glory, certainly sets an 
encouraging precedent. On this album, which 
may be their best to date, Killer Mike and El-P 
of the duo Run the Jewels have tapped into the 
energy of political discontent in a way that is 
both electrifying and entertaining. 

Killer Mike and El-P have exhibited 
remarkable chemistry since their debut album 
in 2013. On “RTJ3,” the pair dial this up to a new 
level. They switch between verses seamlessly, 
with barely a breath in between, their intuitive 
partnership bordering on telepathic. 

El-P has produced quality tracks since the 
beginning of his career, but never before has an 
album of his possessed the stylistic diversity 
and complexity of “RTJ3.” El-P displays 
impressive command over the instrumentals, 
jumping from upbeat to ominous to urgent on 
a dime. The finished product is well-rounded 
and satisfying, further testament to his 
abilities as a producer. 

Lyrically, the album has also continued to 
raise the bar, zeroing in on themes previously 
explored on “Run the Jewels” and “Run the 
Jewels 2.” While the album is laser-focused 
and less than an hour in length, it still manages 
to tackle institutional racism, encourage 
political upheaval, mourn the passing of old 
friends and still have time to boast about their 
greatness with the funny and virtuosic lyrical 
style that first brought them to prominence. 
The combination of witty one-liners and a 
moving disdain for our overwhelming societal 
ills keeps them from taking themselves too 

seriously while simultaneously validating the 
importance of the subject matter. Rather than 
tempering the impact of their more politically 
charged lines, RTJ’s trademark humor acts 
to emphasize it. The audacity to be wickedly 
funny and boastful in the face of austere 
circumstances is in itself an act of resistance. 

The album is rife with powerful political 
advocacy and gives the impression that, like 
most of the American people, Killer Mike and 
El-P are no longer satisfied with inaction. “No 
more moms and dads crying/No more arms in 
the air/We put firearms in the air,” Killer Mike 
raps on “Thieves!” which imagines a riot of all 
those who have been hurt and subjugated in an 
unfair society. “RTJ3” provides a desperately 
needed cathartic anger. In El-P’s words, 

“Fear’s been law for so long that rage feels like 
therapy.” 

wickedly funny and 
The audacity to be 

boastful in the face of 
austere circumstances 
is in itself an act of 
resistance. 

For a duo that has just recently debuted, 

courtesy crescent vale 

Killer Mike and El-P are certainly on the mature 
side, with Killer Mike over 40. Killer Mike 
himself has remarked on this with some regret, 
that “if [he’d] met El earlier, [they] could have 
changed the face of music by this point.” 
Listening to “RTJ3” though, there is no sense of 
the duo having missed their prime. It’s tireless 
and fresh, fortified and ready for the long 
haul. It seems that maybe Run the Jewels has 
arrived on the scene at exactly the right time. 
The closing line of Zach de la Rocha’s feature, 
on the unambiguously titled track, “Kill Your 
Masters,” carries the feeling of a baton being 
passed, trusting their ability to continue the 
legacy of music that has a transformative 
political impact. “Man, the world gonna ride 
on what’s implied in the name. Run ’em.” 

Top Tracks 
‘Down’ 

‘Legend Has It’ 

‘Talk To Me’ 

‘Hey Kids (Bumaye)’ 

‘Thieves!’ 

courtesy houston press 

59 Diner, pictured above, is among the many well-loved Houston restaurants that closed over the course of 2016. 

Dramatic closings ring in the
new year for Houston food 

Walden Pemantle 
Thresher Staff 

In 2016, “the worst ever” dumpster fire of a 
year, Houston’s restaurants seemed to follow 
suit. It’s not as if the city’s entire culinary 
sector vanished, but the sudden closing of 
59 Diner, the announcement of the closing 
of Houston’s reigning top ranked restaurant 
Oxheart’s and numerous other closings, 
including mainstays like Zelko Bistro, Kubo’s 
and Christian’s Tailgate, all cast a pall over 
the food scene. 

Then, just as the year was wrapping 
up, a scandal surfaced about the owners 
of Treadsack, the restaurant group behind 
highly praised restaurants such as Hunky 
Dory, Foreign Correspondents, D&T Drive In 
and Bernadine’s. The group had been keeping 
family members on the payroll, bouncing 
checks to employees and consequently 
faced an ultimatum from the IRS and Texas 
Comptroller’s Office. In the midst of this, 
Treadsack’s most acclaimed restaurant, 
Foreign Correspondents, abruptly closed. 

So yes, Houston’s food community ended 
2016 on a fairly apocalyptic note. However, 
from the ashes, numerous new restaurants 

have risen, or have plans to open soon. The 
best news for Rice students is how nearby 
and affordable many of these restaurants will 
be. The closest big opening will be Houston’s 
second Shake Shack, which is slated to 
open in the space formerly occupied by La 
Madeline in Rice Village; the first is located 
far less conveniently in the Galleria. 

Bernie’s Burger Bus will also continue its 
expansion with a new location in the Heights 
area (although as the food truck expands 
from its roots, some have questioned whether 
it lives up to the hype). Capping off the burger 
boom, Ryan Hildebrandt of Triniti plans to 
open FM Burger what appears to be any day 
now. The FM Burger concept alludes to Texas’ 
farm-to-market road network and will be 
on Shepherd Street where Ruggles Grill was 
located. Given that all of these openings add 
to an already excellent array of burger joints 
(Bubba’s Burgers, Bellaire Broiler Burger, 
Burger Joint and of course, Whataburger, 
have thankfully not gone anywhere), there’s 
no excuse for eating a bad burger in 2017. 

Another exciting project, Local Foods 
Downtown will offer an expanded menu, 
giving fans of the Rice Village location a 
reason to make the trip downtown. The 

biggest feature will be an extensive raw bar 
showcasing all-local seafood. 

In the way of new additions that have 
already opened, Philadelphia favorite Tony 
Luke’s quietly opened by the Katy Freeway 
in late October. An elite of the contentious 
Philadelphia cheesesteak scene, Tony Luke’s 
received much less attention than other east 
coast imports like Halal Guys and Shake 
Shack. It’s a far drive from campus, but it may 
literally be the best cheesesteak on this side 
of the Mississippi. 

Finally, those mourning Oxheart’s closing 
will be happy to know that chef Justin Yu has 
plans to fill its void with two new restaurants. 
Oxheart itself will be replaced in May with 
a new, a la carte restaurant maintaining 
Yu at the helm. Meanwhile, a new, more 
casual, currently nameless project from Yu is 
supposedly opening early this year. 

The closings of 2016 will definitely leave 
a hole in Houston’s food scene, but luckily, 
the up-and-coming round of new restaurants 
looks as promising as ever. Diners will have 
to decide for themselves whether the damage 
is really all that bad but, personally, I would 
rate the current state of affairs just a shade 
better than “dumpster fire.” 
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Sophomore guard Gabrielle Stanton takes the ball past a defender during an early season game at Tudor Fieldhouse. The Owls started the season 9-2 
before losing their first four Conference USA games and will aim for their first conference victory on Saturday at the University of North Texas. 

yvonne carrillo/thresher 

Women’s basketball aiming to regain momentum 
Andrew Grottkau 

Sports Editor 

Rice women’s basketball is three games 
over .500 in January for the first time since 
2014 and has one of the better records in 
Conference USA. The Owls, however, have yet 
to win a conference game. They have started 
the conference season 0-4 after going 9-2 in 
nonconference play. 

Despite the difficult start, head coach 
Tina Langley said she is not discouraged. 

“It’s all a process,” Langley said. “It’s not 
about wins and losses for us. We just want to 
grow and improve each day.” 

Although Langley is not looking closely 
at wins and losses, the team has already 
equaled its win total from last year. So far 
this season, the Owls have a plus-9.5 point 
differential. While the foes have not always 
been formidable, it is seldom easy to win by 
double digits against any team. 

One major bright spot this year has been 
senior forward Jasmine Goodwine. In the 
Owls’ most recent game, a 62-61 loss at the 
University of Alabama, Birmingham, she put 
up 28 points and 10 rebounds. She also scored 
her 1,000th point as an Owl in the game. On 
the season, the senior is averaging 11.5 points 
and 4.6 rebounds in a team-leading 31.6 
minutes per game. Langley said Goodwine 
has put in a great deal of work to perform at 
this level. 

“[Goodwine] has been phenomenal,” 
Langley said. “She’s spent a lot of time in film 
and doing extra work, and she just continues 
to improve. Her work ethic and attitude are 
tremendous.” 

The team is making progress as well. One 
stat that stands out is assists. Rice has 237 
assists this season and puts up nearly five 
more assists per game than its opponents. 
According to Langley, the Owls have focused 
on passing early in the year. 

“Ball movement has been a big key for us 
early in the season,” Langley said. “We’re at 
our best when we make the extra pass and 
try to get the best shot available. Our team 

we make the extra 
We’re at our best when 

pass and try to get the 
best shot available. 

Tina Langley
Basketball Head Coach 

is learning to recognize when there’s a better 
opportunity present, and making the best 
possible decision.” 

Despite the strides the team has made, 
Langley said she recognizes the team must 
still improve in other areas. 

“Valuing possessions and rebounding are 
areas of emphasis for us right now,” Langley 
said. “When we value the ball and crash the 
boards, good things happen.” 

Rice could be due to improve thanks in 
large part to its schedule. In all, Rice’s first 
four opponents of the conference season 
have gone 10-4 in conference play. Two of 
the Owls’ opponents, Middle Tennessee 
State University and the University of North 
Carolina, Charlotte, are undefeated in 
Conference USA. 

Rice will attempt to continue to 
improve throughout the rest of the regular 
season leading up to the Conference USA 
tournament. The Owls will have a chance to 
earn their first conference win this Saturday, 
Jan. 14 at 3 p.m. on the road at the University 
of North Texas. 
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The Final Kauntdown 
Despite standout play of Evans and Koulechov, Rice needs other players to step up to succeed in Conference USA 

sean chu/thresher 

Freshman guard Chad Lott gets into a defensive stance during an early season loss to Texas 
Southern University. Rice has gone 1-3 to open conference play after a strong start to the year. 

Rice men’s basketball entered 2017 with a 
chance to open a new chapter in the program’s 
history. So far, the year has not gone as planned. 
After a 10-3 start to the season in nonconference 
play, the Owls have gone just 1-3 in their first four 
Conference USA games. 

The fault does not lie with Rice’s stars. 
Sophomore guard Marcus Evans and junior 
guard Egor Koulechov have averaged 20.8 and 
23.0 points per game, respectively, in the four 
conference matchups. The duo is arguably 
one of the better backcourts in the NCAA, and 
it continues to carry the team. Koulechov put 
up 31 points and 14 rebounds in a tight 80-77 
loss to C-USA leader Middle Tennessee State 
University and added 29 points in an 88-81 loss 
to the defending regular season champion, 
the University of Alabama, Birmingham. 
Evans has scored under 20 points just once in 
conference play. 

The problem is, while Evans and Koulechov 
have combined to average nearly 44 points per 
game, the rest of the team combined is averaging 
just 32 points per game over the last four games. It 
helps to have two stars. But two stars cannot win 
a game of five-on-five basketball on their own. 

This year was supposed to be the year Rice 
took its next big step forward. The Owls were 
returning the majority of their contributors from 
last season, and they were adding talent across 
the board. Junior guard Marcus Jackson was 
returning from a season-ending injury, as was 
redshirt freshman guard Chad Lott. With senior 
forward Andrew Drone and sophomore forward 
Marquez Letcher-Ellis returning in the frontcourt 
and sophomore guard Connor Cashaw returning 
in the backcourt, Rice was expected to be able to 
lean on its depth all year in addition to Evans and 
Koulechov. 

That recipe worked for much of the 
nonconference season. Although Lott had to 
knock off some rust in his return from injury, 
Jackson and Cashaw excelled in the backcourt as 
secondary options. In the nonconference season, 
Jackson put up 13.7 points per game and Cashaw 

added 8.4 points per game. In conference play, 
those numbers have decreased to 10.0 and 
7.3, respectively. While points are far from the 
only way to measure production (Cashaw, for 
instance, has put up seven rebounds twice in 
conference play), it is much easier for the defense 
to succeed when it knows Rice is relying on Evans 
and Koulechov to score. 

Outside of Evans, Koulechov, Jackson and 
Cashaw, no Owl is scoring more than seven 
points per game. It is telling that in Rice’s only 
conference win, an 89-70 victory over the 
University of North Carolina, Charlotte, five 
players scored in double figures. In Rice’s three 
losses, no more than three players have scored in 
double figures. 

Of course, Rice has yet to take a “bad” loss. 
So far, the Owls have fallen to Old Dominion 
University, Middle Tennessee and UAB, three 
teams expected to contend for the conference 
title. Each of those games has been close. If Rice 
hopes to win the conference and advance to the 
NCAA Tournament, it will have to beat those 
teams, not just lose close games. 

It is easy to see that Rice basketball is good. 
If it wants to be great, however, it should not 
look to its standout duo. Rather, it must rely 
on the other players. Sure, guys like Jackson, 
Letcher-Ellis and Cashaw may not make 
headlines if Rice makes a run in the conference 
tournament. But those depth players may be 
largely responsible for the Owls’ success if that 
run happens.wh 

Thresher 
Sports 
Editor 

Andrew Grottkau 
isaMcMurtryCollege 
sophomoreand 

Tudor to undergo $4 
million renovation 

Andrew Grottkau 
Sports Editor 

The back of Tudor Fieldhouse — currently 
home to an empty pool, abandoned racquetball 
courts and curiously, the kinesiology 
department — is set to undergo a facelift. On 
Friday, Rice Athletics announced a $4 million 
project which will remake the old pool and 
recreation center into new space for four of 
Rice’s varsity teams. 

The renovations are scheduled to be 
completed by the beginning of the 2017-18 
school year and are funded by private donations 
and university support. The project will 
transform the abandoned pool, which was the 
home of Rice’s swim team until the completion 
of the Rice Aquatic Center in 2009, into a two-
story complex. 

The first floor will consist of locker rooms, 
a meeting room and lounge spaces for the golf, 
track and field, cross country and soccer teams. 
Currently, the track, cross country and golf teams 
do not have designated locker rooms or teams 
rooms on campus. They are forced to share space 
with other teams and nonvarsity athletes. 

There will also be a new south entrance to 
Tudor Fieldhouse that will provide easier access 
to the Wendel D. Ley Track and Holloway Field. 
For now, the second floor will remain out of use 
and will be reserved for future enhancements. 

Junior cross country and track runner Wes 
Hungbui said he expects the new team spaces 
will help facilitate team chemistry. 

“It’ll be easier to build team culture,” 
Hungbui said. “That’s something that’s really 
important in sports, having that bond with your 
teammates.” 

In addition to the pool, the original men’s 
locker room will be modified to connect the 
newly transformed space to the front of Tudor 
Fieldhouse, while the old racquetball courts 
will be repurposed. 

The renovation will be the latest upgrade to 
Tudor, which was last renovated in 2008. At that 
time, the back of the building was left untouched. 
According to a statement from Athletic Director 
Joe Karlgaard, the upgrade is a testament to 
Rice’s devotion to its athletic program. 

“This latest renovation to our facilities 
is another example of our continuing 
commitment to each of our more than 350 
student-athletes to build a championship 
environment,” Karlgaard said. 

always has our back, 
We know that Rice 

but having this is a 
concrete symbol of 
that. It inspires us to 
do better. 

Wes Hungbui
Junior Cross Country and 

Track Runner 

The proposed changes are the latest in 
a series of renovations of Rice’s athletic 
facilities. Most recently in 2016, the school 
made three major upgrades. It added a new 
press box, team space and bleachers to the 
Wendel D. Ley Track and Holloway Field; 
created a sports medicine center at Reckling 
Park; and, most notably, built the $31.5 
million Brian Patterson Sports Performance 
Center at Rice Stadium. According to Rice 
Athletics, the school has devoted over $100 
million to building and renovating its athletic 
facilities since 2008. 

As a member of the cross country and track 
teams, Hungbui said he does not always get 
much support from fans at competitions. He 
said it means a lot to him that the university is 
spending money on his teams because it shows 
that the school cares about his and his team’s 
success. 

“I think it’s really important,” Hungbui 
said. “We know that Rice always has our back, 
but having this is a concrete symbol of that. It 
inspires us to do better.” 

https://happens.wh
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Told by Tolpadi 
A final look at football: In not firing Bailiff, Rice showed it is committed to mediocrity for the foreseeable future 

The Rice University football team entered the 
2016 season with high expectations. It returned 
18 of 22 starters from a team that finished a 
disappointing 5-7 from a year ago. The thinking 
was that, with internal player development and 
improvement in the face of significant roster 
turnover elsewhere in Conference USA, the 
Owls would be able to take a step forward in the 
conference and return to a bowl game. These 
beliefs were shared by C-USA media members, 
who predicted Rice would finish third in the 
C-USA West Division, a finish that likely would 
have meant a bowl game appearance. 

Instead, the Owls flopped miserably, losing 
their first six games en route to a 1-8 start and 
ultimately finished the season 3-9. Given that 
this was the second straight season in which 
Rice did not qualify for a bowl game and the 
embarrassing and head-scratching nature 
of some of these losses, many expected this 
season to mark the end for the team’s head 
coach, David Bailiff. However, Rice Athletic 
Director Joe Karlgaard announced on Nov. 29 
that Bailiff would return for his 11th season as 
the Owls’ head coach. Karlgaard’s decision, 
unfortunately, speaks volumes about the 
university’s vision for its athletic department 
and football program. 

Bailiff’s record 
simply shows him to 
be an inconsistent 
coach incapable of 
attaining the sustained 
success seen in C-USA 
powerhouses. 

At this point, Bailiff, the highest-paid coach 
in C-USA, is very much a known commodity as 
a head coach. Through his 10 seasons at Rice, he 
has gone 56-69 and is 77-84 in his career overall. 
Throughout his 13 seasons as a head coach, he 
has had only five .500 or better seasons, and on 
only one occasion has he done so in consecutive 
seasons. While Bailiff must be given credit 
for being a good man, a mentor to his players 
and an ambassador for the university, this is 
ultimately a results-oriented business. Bailiff’s 
record simply shows him to be an inconsistent 
coach incapable of attaining the sustained 
success seen in C-USA powerhouses such 
as Louisiana Tech University and Western 
Kentucky University. 

Outside of Bailiff’s overall record as a head 
coach, one could also point to the current state 
of the program as justification for Bailiff’s 
ouster. Bailiff’s strategy in developing his roster 
has been to, when possible, redshirt every 
incoming freshman, allow them to develop 
their skills while improving their strength and 
conditioning over the course of a year or two 
and only then see significant playing time on 
the field during their junior and senior years. 
There are cases in which this process can get 
interrupted: For instance, injuries can force 
younger players into action, or an especially 
talented player may be able to forgo some 
of the development phase and see the field 
earlier. But typically, an incoming recruiting 
class in its entirety may not see the field until 
their sophomore or junior seasons. As such, 
the effects of a given recruiting class are not felt 
immediately, but rather tend to be felt two to 
three years after the class enrolls. 

This is relevant because, even as the Owls 
had a successful run from 2012 to 2014, there 
was a dropoff in the team’s recruiting: According 
to 247 Sports, the Owls’ recruiting classes have 
ranked 5th, 7th, 7th, 10th and 14th within 
C-USA from 2012 to 2016. While it is dangerous 
to extrapolate directly from recruiting class 
rankings, it goes without saying that a decline 
in talent has played a role in Rice football’s 
recent decline, and talent decline is inherently 
triggered by a recruiting decline. Therefore, the 
team’s recent recruiting does not only explain 
its dropoff in performance; it suggests that 
this state of decline is likely to last for several 
seasons in the absence of significant change. 

The Owls are at a defining moment with 
their football program. The university recently 
invested over $30 million into the Brian 
Patterson Sports Performance Complex, giving 
the football team a sparkling new home. For the 
first time in a very long time, the university’s 
football program is finally in a place where 
it can pair strong facilities with the top-class 

education it provides its students. For all of the 
program’s recent failures, it has also proven in the 
past that athletes who excel within the program are 
able to make the leap to the NFL, as nine Owls are 
currently professional football players. 

This is therefore a football program that, in 
theory, should be attractive to prospective recruits. 
What the team needs is an exciting coach who 
can see through on this vision, relay it to potential 
recruits and, ultimately, produce a football program 
capable of consistently churning out winning 
seasons. As this offseason showed, finding such a 
coach was not an unattainable goal: For instance, 
Florida Atlantic University, a C-USA program that 
Rice has outperformed in recent years, was able to 
hire Lane Kiffin, a man universally recognized as one 
of the top offensive coaches in the country. And when 
faced with the choice of pursuing a such a coach or 
maintaining the status quo, Karlgaard chose the 
latter, reaffirming his commitment to inconsistency 
and mediocrity and suggesting that the university’s 
athletic department does not demand winning from 
its biggest revenue-generating sport. 

In Karlgaard’s statement regarding Bailiff 
remaining at Rice for the 2017 season, he concluded 
by requesting that Owls fans “continue to support 
our program and to believe that we will get back to 
our winning ways in 2017.” Unfortunately, Bailiff’s 
coaching history and recruiting in recent years does 
not justify that belief. Perhaps we can be forgiven, 
but Karlgaard and the university’s commitment to 
mediocrity do not inspire much optimism. 

AniketTolpadi 
isaDuncan 
College 
juniorand 
Thresher 
staffwriter 

courtesy the houston chronicle 

Head coach David Bailiff led the Owls to a 3-9 record this season, including a 0-6 start. Rumors 
that he would be fired were proven false when Rice decided to retain him last month. 

Demo’s Automotive Center 
2438 Tangley at Kelvin in Rice Village 
713-526-3781 
Free Shuttle to Home or Office (some geographic restrictions apply) 

Our Maintenance Program 
improves gas mileage, 

provides longer tire life and 
reduces engine wear. 

Demo Jr. 
Since 1988 

Costa 
Since 1980 

Demo 
Since 1964 

We Are Car Cosmetic Specialists... No One Does It Better! 

5-D Collision Repair: 
Dings, Dents, Damage 
Disappear at Demos! 



Survival Guide to: Syllabus Week
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Skip the small talk! No one is going to remember a bland “How was your break?” Instead, shake things up and stand out 

from the crowd by opening with a joke, a pun or your a cappella rendition of Smash Mouth’s smash hit “All Star.” 

While it’s totes exciting to catch up with 

friends returning from abroad, beware of 

their newfound “worldliness” — if you can 

call it that. It’s polite to nod along as they 

tell you about how “things are so diff erent 

over there” and how they “ate dinner at 9 

p.m. and went to discotheques until 4.” 

Just grit your teeth and make it through. 

Eventually the cigarette smoking and the 

calling everything you do “soooo 

American” will pass. 

Syllabus week is a great time for pranking your friends. Some of my faves from back when I was in school are to mess 

around with someone’s records or to get your hands on their letters and hold on to them for a couple of days. Classic! 

See that crush you thoroughly 
researched on Facebook over break? 
Don’t make eye contact. If you do, 
then they’ll know you’re in love with 
them. God forbid you talk to them! 
Cold shoulder? More like oh-my-
gosh-that-silent-person’s-so-BOLD 
shoulder! Ignore them like the plague. 
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DAVE'S DECLASSIFIED SCHOOL SURVIVAL GUIDE 
Survival Guide to: Syllabus Week 

During 
syllabus week, 
two swipes on 
each armpit 
totally counts 
as a shower. 

Don’t forget to restock on jimmies for your Johnson. 

PRO TIP 
Use your homework-free afternoons for yourself, to creatively 

exercise in a way that Rice inhibits for 50 weeks a year. 
Personally, I’m working on an article for a major American 

publication — a bit of a think piece about exploring new and 
intimidating positions. Fingers crossed that Playboy accepts it. 

Find a nice out-of-the-way spot 
for your plant. Houston’s climate is 
favorable for Cannabis sativa, but 
just a pinch of nitrogen added to 

GROW 
TIP 

the soil will go a long way. 

FLOW TIP Ladies: Don’t leave ’em in for more than eight hours. It’ll give you a bad case of toxic shock syndrome. 

The Backpage is satire and written by Riley Robertson and Joey McGlone. This week, unpaid Backpage intern Issac Schultz contributed. For comments or questions, please email thirsty@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
WANTED 

TEACH FOR TESTMASTERS! Dynamic and Energetic teach- RICE ALUM HIRING tutors for Middle & High School Math, RESPONSIBLE RICE JUNIOR OR SENIOR to tutor sixth grad-
ers wanted. Starting pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible Natural & Social Science, Foreign Language, Humanities, and er from Lanier Middle School. Needs help with homework 
schedules. We provide all training, all training is paid, and SAT/ACT prep. Reliable transportation required. Pay is based (Math, Science, English, etc.) from 4 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. or 5:30 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to jobs@testmasters. upon a variety of factors. Contact 832-428-8330 and email re- p.m., Monday-Thursday. Hourly rate is $15/hr. Please contact 
com. sume to siyengar777@gmail.com sharonin@pacbell.net 

Shannon Klein 
Advertising Manager The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any First copy free, second copy $5. 
thresher-ads@rice.edu reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take responsibility for the Cash, check or credit card payment must accompany your classi-

P.O. Box 1892 factual content of any ad.  Printing an advertisement does not constitute fied advertisement, which must be received by 12 p.m. on the Friday 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 an endorsement by the Thresher. prior to publication. (713) 348-4801 
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