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 I completed my final research paper for History 405: Democracy and Capitalism with the 
assistance of Fondren Library resources. My paper is entitled “Organized Labor and Faction in 
the United States, 1930s and 1940s” and focuses on the interaction between labor unions, 
politics, and policymaking in the New Deal Era. Specifically, I argue that as labor unions became 
more deeply involved in politics, their opponents decried them as illegitimate by characterizing 
them as Madisonian factions. In response to such criticism, I contend that labor 
conglomerations such as the American Federation of Labor (AFL) and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (CIO) developed a new vocabulary of democracy. 
 My research began with a very broad topic (“labor unions and politics in the US”), and I 
turned to Fondren Library’s database for assistance narrowing my focus. I performed key word 
searches using the terms including “union,” “labor,” “politics,” “policy,” and “elections” in 
several Fondren databases. I made the most extensive use of Historical Abstracts and Ebscohost 
databases. When reading through the documents that resulted from my search, I was able to 
select a specific time period of US history on which to focus: the 1930s and 1940s. After 
selecting this time period, I performed more specific database searches, which led me to focus 
on labor’s involvement in Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s multiple re-election campaigns as well as 
the passage of the National Industrial Recovery Act and the National Labor Relations Act. 
 Once I narrowed my research question, I used Fondren resources to locate both primary 
and secondary sources that proved crucial to the completion of my research project. I used 
keyword searches on the Fondren website and WorldCat to identify relevant books and locate 
them in Fondren. I also checked out some books that belonged to Rice but were stored off-site, 
as well as accessing materials through the Inter-Library Loan system. As I began to read through 
the secondary source literature, I identified many relevant primary sources that I decided to 
analyze directly before moving forward with secondary sources. Through Fondren, I accessed 
key sources such as Joseph Rosenfarb’s 1944 article “Labor’s Role in the Election”, Irving 
Bernstein’s 1941 article “John L. Lewis and the Voting Behavior of the C.I.O.”, and Fay Calkins’s 
1951 book CIO and the Democratic Party. 
 After conducting extensive primary source research and analysis, I continued with 
secondary source research using books in Fondren and journal articles from Fondren databases. 
Then, I synthesized everything I had learned into a central argument, organized my research 
into sections, and began to pull together the paper. After writing a draft, I utilized feedback 
from my classmates and professor to edit and refine my paper before submission. 


