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SA spring election
legitimacy debated

over ballot approval 

see Ops p. 5

All work, no study

Bridget Schilling calls for living
stipend to replace work-study 
program 

  
 

  
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

             

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

jake nyquist/thresher 
Will Rice senior Jacob Gorman performs in his band Fire Alarm. KTRU held its 24th annual outdoor show on 
Saturday, April 11, and featured artists from all over the Houston community. The free concert lasted from 12 Jammin’ 
p.m. to 10 p.m. and drew students and community members to the central quad. 

Rice administration faces student,  
faculty concerns over rising tuition 

ANdRew LIgeRalde 
ThResheR Staff 

As students fret over their GPAs, 
they can rest assured that there is 
one number that will not be drop-
ping anytime soon. Concern is 
growing across campus in light 
of the administration’s recent an-
nouncement that the cost of tuition 
will rise to $41,560 for the next aca-
demic year, a 4.2 percent increase 
from this year’s cost of $39,880. 
Over the last 15 years, tuition 
has climbed by 135 percent, with 
the new total cost of attendance 
amounting to $55,903. 

Brown College Student Associa-
tion senator Andrew Gatherer, who 
is leading an initiative in response 

to the tuition increase, said the 
administration must provide more 
information when addressing the 
rising costs. 

“I think it would be useful to see 
where the increased tuition is go-
ing,” Gatherer, a freshman, said. 
“You don’t really see the efects of 
[increased tuition] in the university. 
We don’t really know where it goes.” 

Professor of earth science Jerry 
Dickens stated in a letter to the 
Thresher that the administration 
must clearly explain the tuition 
hikes, referring to Vice President 
of Finance Kathy Collins’ statement 
that the money will be used for “ed-
ucating students, faculty salaries, 
library resources and other opera-
tional expenses.” 

“The Rice community, especial-
ly students and parents, deserve 
at least an accurate answer for 
the skyrocketing tuition,” Dickens 
said. “I think most professors at 
Rice would be happily amazed by 
anything close to a salary increase 
rate of 135 percent over the last 15 
years.” 

According to Collins, however, 
tuition increases help cover a num-
ber of costs beyond faculty salaries. 

“I did not say faculty salaries 
have increased 135 percent over the 
last 15 years,” Collins said. “I ex-
plained that tuition increases help 
cover a number of costs, and I cited 
a few examples, including faculty 
salaries, library resources and oth-
er operational expenses.” 

Vision for the Second Century 
Collins said tuition increases 

over the past decade have helped 
expand resources like the Program 
in Writing and Communication, 
create new undergraduate minors, 
bolster academic advising and 
wellness services and build proj-
ects like the Moody Center for the 
Arts, to be unveiled in 2016. 

“Inspired by our strategic plan 
known as the Vision for the Second 
Century, Rice has invested in strength-
ening and expanding the quality and 
range of its educational, research, rec-
reational and community service op-
portunities,” Collins said. 

Rice’s operating expenses in-
creased by 129 percent from 2001 

0see TUITION, page 4 

SA seeks proposals for student initiatives program 
ANIta Alem 
News EdItoR 

The Student Association is cur-
rently seeking proposals from stu-
dents who wish to enact change on 
campus through the Student Initia-
tives Program. According to Inter-
nal Vice President Peter Yun, the 
SA can connect students with the 
resources and funding necessary to 
carry out their ideas. One proposed 
initiative comes from Baker Col-
lege sophomore Blessing Falade, 
who hopes to create a Campus Ap-
preciation Committee and hold an 
“Inreach Day.” 

Funding 
According to SA Treasurer Sai 

Chilakapati, blanket tax restructur-
ing and returning of Honor Council 
funds following the organization’s 
investigation opened up at least 
$18,000 in initiatives funding guar-
anteed for blanket tax organizations 
and individuals interested in submit-
ting a proposal. Additionally, Chi-
lakapati, a Hanszen College sopho-
more, said the blanket tax funding 
was raised in the general election 
from $79 to $85 per academic year 
per student, which allows for more 
budgeting toward initiatives. It is 
required by constitution that a mini-

mum of at least $1,000 be in the ini-
tiative fund. 

“Blanket tax organizations have 
first priority access to initiative 
funds followed by general student 
body organizations,” Chilakapati 
said. “The funds will also be dis-
tributed by student priorities that 
the blanket tax committee sets … 
following the blanket tax appro-
priation process that is currently 
going on.” 

Proposals 
Yun, a Hanszen College sopho-

more, said his role in the proposals 
process is to serve as an advisor and 

resource to students, but not to carry 
out the initiatives. 

“I direct [students] to appropriate 
administrators to contact and help 
plan out the idea,” Yun said. “Imple-
mentation is all on the students. It’s 
their project and we want students to 
know they have the power to make 
change on this campus.” 

According to Yun, the Student 
Initiatives Program is a restructur-
ing of the Best Practices committees 
from 2013-14, which reported on spe-
cifc issues such as alumni relations 
and campus spirit. All initiatives are 
approved through the IVP. However, 

0see SA, page 2 

Graduate       
school   

mentorship 
introduced 

Jieya Wen 
ThResheR Staff 

The graduate/undergraduate 
mentorship program that intends 
to facilitate interaction and men-
torship among graduate and un-
dergraduate students attracted 207 
undergraduate student applicants 
according to Chris Sabbagh, a for-
mer Jones College senator. 

Once the Graduate Student As-
sociation collects applications for 
graduate student mentors, the 
Student Association Academics 
Committee will pair graduate and 
undergraduate students before the 
program ofcial begins next semes-
ter, Sabbagh, a Jones College sopho-
more, said. 

“The idea is to pair at most three 
undergraduate students with a 
graduate student,” Sabbagh said. 
“We will be considering the location 
of college, hopefully keeping them 
at a close area. Then we will also be 
considering the academic special-
ization that they want to go into.” 

For those of us who 
... are interested in 
grad school paths 
that are less ‘paved 
out,’ this will be really          
benefcial. 

Cassie Peretore 
Martel College junior 

According to Sabbagh, there will 
be an introductory kickof event for 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents to socialize in next semester. 
The program suggests the paired 
students meet three times during a 
semester. 

“We don’t want people signing 
up for this program and having 
nothing come out of it,” Sabbagh 
said. “We are thinking of send-
ing out follow-up surveys saying, 
‘Did you meet with your gradu-
ate students,’ ‘Did you feel this 
was benefcial to you’ and ‘What 
would you like to see in future 
meetings.’” 

The program will close with a 
“celebratory mixer” event, recog-
nizing the work people did for this 
program and the students who get 
into graduate school. 

Sabbagh said he realized that 
Rice lacks in certain graduate pro-
grams, such as medical schools or 
journalism school, so the mentor-
ship program cannot satisfy every 
students’ needs. 

0see MENTOR, page 2 
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Yun said he cannot guarantee whether they 
will be executed following approval due to 
complications from involved parties, al-
though those are easier to solve than issues 
with funding. 

“Following through with an initiative 
is 80 percent planning and working with 
campus departments and 20 percent actual 
implementation,” Yun said. “However, stu-
dents should not be discouraged. Rice staf 
and faculty are all very supportive, and in 
the past initiatives were halted due to cost.” 

Yun said feasibility and timeline were the 
main criteria for evaluating proposal ideas. Yun 
said he has received ideas on a wide variety of 
topics, including mental health resources and 
physical changes to the Rice Memorial Center. 

“If initiatives fall in line with the mis-
sion statements of already existing stand-
ing committees, then I move them forward 
to work with those committee chairs,” Yun 
said. “If it does not and requires signif-
cant manpower, like the potential ‘Cam-
pus Appreciation Day,’ which is still in 
the design phase, the student will get its 
own committee with its own [New Student 
Representatives].” 

However, Yun said he agreed publicity 
for the Student Initiatives Program was not 
as successful or far-reaching as possible. He 
said the SA will push for publicity again in 
the fall semester. 

Campus Appreciation Day 
Falade said she has centered her propos-

al around giving back to the Housing and 
Dining staf and appreciating community 
members who support campus beauty and 
sustainability. To this efect, a new Campus 
Appreciation Committee would plan a staf 
appreciation week that culminates in an 
“Inreach Day.” 

“For Inreach Day, I see a group of willing 
and hardworking Rice students gather as a 
team and tend to our campus and take on 
some of the responsibilities that we are oth-
erwise never faced with here — things like 
taking out the trash or tidying some of the 
areas around campus,” Falade said. “ 

According to Falade, the planning pro-
cess is still tentative and in early steps. She 
said she has had full support and approval 
of the proposal, but understands that not 
everything can be executed as imagined. 

Falade said she frst thought of the idea 
for Inreach Day while at the Impact Rice 
retreat, although she had considered the 
privileged nature of Rice students ever since 
arriving on campus. 

“Volunteering and community outreach 
might not be such a priority to a lot of stu-
dents because its importance [is] lost on 
some of us,” Falade said. “[I thought,] ‘Char-
ity begins at home.’ How could we foster a 
desire of community serve if we didn’t create 
that feel for the Rice campus? I believe that 
once we learn to give back to our immediate 
community, doing the same for the Houston 
community will come more naturally.” 

Silva says Senate approval not needed 
for second-round election ballot 

Anita Alem 
News Editor 

The Student Association did not vote to ap-
prove the ballot for the second-round elections 
conducted from March 23 to March 28. Former 
SA Parliamentarian Zach Birenbaum declined to 
comment; the position is currently unflled. 

Director of Elections Austin Cao initially said 
the ballot was presented at the SA meeting on 
March 18, with March 23 set as the deadline for 
fnalizing the ballot. The ballot consisted of the 
unopposed candidate for SA Secretary Brianna 
Singh. Cao said the SA made announcements at 
multiple SA meetings encouraging candidates 
and announced on its Facebook page when the 
ballot was released. According to Cao, the elec-
tions were also publicized on the SA website. 

SA President Jazz Silva said the SA presented 
the ballot on March 18 but did not conduct a vote. 

“We did not vote to approve the ballot because 
we interpreted that the constitution said we were 
not required to approve [it],” Silva said. “This elec-
tion received less public attention than usual be-
cause it was an uncontested race in which quorum 
was not required.” 

According to Silva, a Sid Richardson College 

junior, Section XII.B.4 of the constitution requires 
only that the Director of Elections present the bal-
lot at Senate. 

This section of the constitution states: “The Di-
rector of Elections shall present the ballot for each 
election, including a list of all candidates for each 
position and the text of all initiatives and referen-
da approved in accordance with Article XI (Initia-
tives and Referenda), to the Student Senate at its 
last meeting before the election. After addressing 
any inaccuracies, the Senate may approve the bal-
lot by a majority vote.” 

Former Chair of the Committee on Constitu-
tional Revisions Brian Baran said he does not re-
call any discussion of the ballot on March 18. The 
SA minutes for the meeting also do not include 
any discussion of the ballot. 

“I therefore believe that [the discussion] did 
not occur,” Baran, a Duncan College senior, said. 

Baran said a common-sense reading consis-
tent with the spirit of the constitution indicates 
Senate approval on the ballot is necessary for a 
legitimate election. 

“If you look throughout the constitution, it’s 
clear that the language ‘may approve by’ along 
with a voting threshold... is used to specify the 
threshold needed to approve something, not to 

remove the need for approval,” Baran said. “The 
Senate can choose to approve it if it has enough 
votes to meet that requirement, or its other op-
tion — hence the ‘may’ — is to not approve it. 
And if Senate doesn’t approve the ballot, it’s by 
defnition not approved and can’t be used in the 
election.” 

Baran said the SA interpretation that Senate 
approval is not required is unreasonable consider-
ing the wording of the article and the title of the 
section of the constitution, “Approval of Ballot.” 

“To get to the SA’s interpretation, you have to 
accept that the drafters of the constitution would 
have written this and intended that it mean that 
there’s two options: The Senate approves it and 
the election goes forward with that ballot, and the 
Senate does not approve it and the election goes 
forward nonetheless with that ballot,” Baran said. 

Baran said he fnds this to be indicative of a 
larger issue of a lack of transparency from the SA. 
“I don’t think that burying something on a website 
constitutes public announcement and I think it’s 
important, especially with elections, and on SA 
matters in general, for students to be informed,” 
Baran said. “Part of the way for students to be 
informed is for the SA to tell the student what it’s 
doing.” 

Jake nyquist/thresher 
Rice University Police Department ofcer Gary Evans accepts a Fast-a-Thon T-shirt from a volunteer on April 

Food for thought 11. The annual event is hosted by the Rice Muslim Student Association and the Boniuk Council to encourage 
fasting and serving the hungry. This year, volunteers made over 100 bag lunches for the homeless. 
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“The goal is to ultimately utilize the [graduate 
programs] that will be most benefcial to under-
graduate students,” Sabbagh said. “I think what 
we are doing is focusing on what we do have right 
now, seeing if that is going to be successful and 
then in the future expand on that.” 

According to Director of Academic Advis-
ing Brian Gibson, statistics show about 70 per-
cent of students at Rice will attend professional 
programs within fve years after they graduate. 
Graduate students will be a good resource for 
students who want to apply for graduate 
schools, Sabbagh said. 

“One [aspect of this program] is a mentor-
ship side, which is a way for undergraduate 
students to talk to graduate students about 
advice on how to apply to graduate school and 
what the culture of graduate school is like,” 
Sabbagh said. 

Sabbagh said the second aspect of the pro-
gram is to increase interaction among graduate 
and undergraduate students. The mentorship 
program integrates graduate students into the 
associates program. 

“So through this program, graduate students 
will be like associates in the sense that they will 
be able to eat a limited amount of free meals at the 
colleges,” Sabbagh said. “They will be able to at-
tend associates nights at their colleges. This would 
increase the personal connection between the 
graduate and the undergraduate students here.” 

Amritha Kanakamedala, former SA external 
vice president, said the program was initiated by 
students. The idea for the program was suggested 
by Mitchell Massey, a Jones College senior, who 
has worked on this program with Kanakamedala 
and Sabbagh since last semester. 

“This program has received a lot of support 
from students, both undergraduate and gradu-
ate students, as well as the administration,” 
Kanakamedala said. “We have support from 
the [Ofce of Academic Advising], Dean Hutchi-
son’s ofce, as well as from the ofce of Dr. Mat-

suda, the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Students.” 

Sabbagh said there are more applicants 
than expected, as well as support from the ad-
ministration that will ensure the longevity of 
this program. 

“Our hope is that we are formalizing this 
process so that it can happen every year,” Sab-
bagh said. 

Cassie Peretore, a Martel College junior, said 
she applied for the program, which she thinks 
would be benefcial for students who want to ap-
ply for graduate schools. 

“Rice has always had great resources for stu-
dents on pre-med tracks or pre-law tracks,” Per-
etore said. “But those of us who are interested 
in diferent types of grad schools struggle a little 
more to fnd mentors. I’m really excited about 
this program because it’ll give me an opportunity 
to meet a grad student I never would have met 
and get valuable advice I never would’ve gotten. 
For those of us who applied to this program and 
are interested in grad school paths that are less 
‘paved out,’ this will be really benefcial.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Anita Alem 
News Editor 

Camp Kesem Rice has seen unprecedent-
ed success with fundraising in its second 
year, surpassing its goals to raise nearly 
$23,000 at an event entitled Make the Magic, 
according to Co-Directors Mariah Lawhon 
and Stacey Yi. 

The gala consisted of dinner, music, cock-
tails, a program and a paddle raise at the Co-
hen House. Yi, a Duncan College junior, said 
Make the Magic had an impressive turnout, 
with 103 seats filled, exceeding the goal of 
100 guests. Early-bird tickets sold for $50, 
after which prices increased to $65. Attend-
ees included Rice faculty and staff, graduate 
students, family of student leadership and 
other Houston community members. 

Camp Kesem is a national nonprofit or-
ganization supporting children whose par-
ents have cancer. According to its website, 
Rice’s chapter began in spring 2013 when 
it was chosen for a $10,000 grant from the 
Livestrong Foundation. This summer will 
mark the second annual Camp Kesem Rice 
retreat and serve over 60 campers. Lawhon 
said Camp Kesem volunteers work year-
round to plan a free, weeklong summer 
camp for kids aged 6 to 16 affected by a par-
ent’s cancer, in addition to providing year-
round support for camper families. 

According to Lawhon, Make the Magic is 
the organization’s largest fundraiser, and 
this was the first time Camp Kesem Rice 
decided to host this event. “As this was our 
first time attempting an event of this cali-
ber, the executive board [worked together 
to create this event],” Lawhon said. “[More 
than] 20 of our student leaders volunteered 
to help.” 

Director of the Faculty Club Cohen House 
Ann Swain donated the space for the event. 
Students, campers and a camper’s parents 

Kesem Rice raises 23K, 
beats fundraising goals 

spoke about Camp Kesem, followed by the 
paddle raise. The funds were raised en-
tirely from ticket sales, cocktail hour fes-
tivities and the paddle raise. Camp Kesem 
Rice has met its overarching goal of $50,000 
for the year. 

We are absolutely 
blown away by the sup-
port of the ... commu-
nity. Camp Kesem Rice 
would not be possible 
without this generous 
support. 

Stacey Yi
Camp Kesem co-director 

Yi said each individual counselor has 
an additional $500 minimum personal fun-
draising goal to meet. Camp Kesem is also 
planning a Food Truck Festival dinner and 
will submit grant proposals to Houston 
foundations. 

“We are absolutely blown away by the 
support of the Rice and Houston commu-
nity,” Yi said. “Camp Kesem Rice would not 
be possible without this generous support, 
and we are tremendously grateful to all our 
donors and community advocates.” 

Eric Sung Kenny Groszman Peter Cabeceiras 
Helen Wei/tHresHer 

Goldwater scholars named at Rice 

Undergraduates Peter Cabeceiras, Kenny 
Groszman and Eric Sung were named 2015-
16 Goldwater scholars for their academic 
achievements from a pool of more than 
1,200 nominees. 

Wiess College junior Cabeceiras is ma-
joring in biochemistry and cell biology and 
conducts reserch on cancer cells. He also 
writes for the research journal Catalyst and 
mentors high school students. 

Groszman, a Hanszen College sopho-
more, is a bioengineering major and com-
putational and applied mathematics minor 

Students win BP engineering contest 

A team of three Rice University juniors 
won the United States division of BP’s Ul-
timate Field Trip last week, according to 
BP, beating teams from six other American 
research universities in the final round of 
competition. 

The team, composed of McMurtry Col-
lege junior Benjamin Zhang, Lovett College 
junior Ruth Long and Hanszen College ju-
nior Sun Ji, will travel to Trinidad and To-
bago this summer to tour BP facilities with 
the winning teams from other participating 
countries. 

The Ultimate Field Trip is a yearly com-
petition sponsored by BP in the United 
States, Canada, the United Kingdom and 
Angola, in which teams of undergradu-
ates from different universities compete 
to solve an energy engineering problem, 
according to the program’s online descrip-
tion. This year, the challenge was to find 
a way to reduce the amount of water con-
sumed by oil, gas and biofuel production. 

In the final stage of the competition, 
BP chose the Rice team’s proposal to use 
microalgae to purify wastewater and then 
produce crude oil over projects from Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, Penn-
sylvania State, Texas A&M University, the 
University of Champagne, the University of 
Oklahoma and the University of Texas. 

“We had such great synergy and fun 
working on the competition which ulti-
mately culminated into a desire to settle 
for nothing less than winning first place,” 
Zhang said. 

Zhang credited the engineering depart-
ment at Rice with helping prepare the team 
for the contest. Zhang, Long and Ji are all 
majoring in chemical and biomolecular en-
gineering. 

“I would encourage every Rice engi-
neering student to participate in design 
competitions outside of those offered by 
Rice University,” Zhang said. “There needs 
to be more exposure to the wonderful en-
gineering programs offered by Rice Univer-
sity.” 

Three new Board of Trustee members 

The Rice University Board of Trustees 
has elected three new members to four-
year terms, according to a release by 
Rice’s Office of Public Affairs. 

The new trustees are President of CBS 
News David Rhodes (Will Rice College, 
96), owner of Bellezza Home & Garden 
Patti Kraft (Wiess College, 87) and Dallas 
Planning Commission Chair Gloria Meckel 
Tarpley (Brown College, 81), according to 
the release. All three are Rice University 
alumni, and Tarpley previously served as 
president of the Rice Alumni Association. 

planning to pursue a career in synthetic 
biology. Groszman previously worked on a 
project that won the Texas Department of 
Transportation’s College Challenge. 

Lovett College senior and CAAM and 
mathematics major Eric Sung is currently 
researching neurons in locusts and hopes 
to pursue a doctorate in neuroscience. Sung 
is also a member of the dance group Funko-
nomics Crew. 

The Barry M. Goldwater scholarship con-
sists of $7,500 toward tuition, fees, books 
and room and board, and is given to stu-
dents pursuing mathematics, natural sci-
ences and engineering. 

Rhodes currently resides in New York 
City while Kraft lives in Boston, where she 
is involved in committees and boards of 
several organizations including the Bos-
ton Children’s Hospital and the Massachu-
setts General Hospital, the release said. 
Tarpley is a resident of Dallas. 

As trustees, the three will have equal 
voting rights with the other members of 
the board, which is the highest author-
ity in university governance, according 
to the Rice Faculty Handbook. The board 
may have up to 25 members at any time, 
who can be re-elected for up to two 
six-year terms. 
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to 2014 as a result of the investment in the 
Vision for the Second Century, according 
to Collins. Three major revenue sources — 
endowment distribution (57 percent), net 
tuition revenue (26 percent) and overhead 
recovery on grants (5 percent)  — account 
for 88 percent of the revenues to support the 
core budget. 

Keeping the Cost Affordable 
According to Collins, Rice has tried to keep the 

rising tuition costs afordable through fnancial 
aid and loan programs. Rice’s fnancial aid pack-
ages currently require no more than $2,500 a year 
in loans and require no loans for families making 
$80,000 or less in annual income. According to 
data from the Federal Student Aid website, the 
unsubsidized federal loan maximum for frst-year 
undergraduates is $9,500. 

“Rice has made an efort to keep its tuition 
about $5,000 to $6,000 less than most of its 
peers while also providing a generous fnan-
cial aid policy to keep Rice afordable to quali-
fed students from all socio-economic back-
grounds,” Collins said. 

According to Gatherer, despite these eforts, 
there are still issues with transparency between 
students and the Ofce of Financial Aid that he is 
looking to address through the SA. 

“A lot of students have trouble connecting 
with the ofce,” Gatherer said. “They have to 
speak to many people before they actually real-
ize how much money they owe and where it’s 
coming from.” 

Shaian Mohammadian, recipient of the Bev-
erly and Donald Bonham Scholarship, said he 
experienced a lack of communication with the 
Ofce of Financial Aid. 

“I didn’t even know there was a tuition 
increase, and no one from the office has no-
tified me about anything,” Mohammadian, a 
Jones College freshman said. “The transpar-
ency doesn’t seem to be where it needs to be, 
for sure.” 

Gatherer said that in light of the tuition 
increase, students should be aware of how 
rising costs affect their financial aid plans. 

“A lot of information is available on their 
website, but a lot of the time, you don’t real-
ize the specifics for you until you’ve talked 
to about four or five people at the office,” 
Gatherer said. “We want to make sure stu-
dents don’t feel like they’re sinking.” 

Gatherer said the SA also wants to ensure 
that the university expands their financial 
aid and loan programs to accompany rising 
tuition costs. 

The Rice community, 
especially students and 
parents, deserve[s] at 
least an accurate an-
swer for the skyrocket-
ing tuition. 

Jerry Dickens
Professor of earth science 

“It’s not really the SA’s place to complain 
to the university about how much tuition 
is,” Gatherer said. “But what the SA is do-
ing is, we’re trying to nullify the bad effects 
of increasing tuition. Some people come in 
with so much money in scholarships, and 
they feel that over the four years they see 
that money disappear, and if not marginal-
ized, because of the increase in tuition.” 

Gatherer said despite the current prob-
lems with financial aid, he is confident that 
the office is willing to cooperate with the SA. 

“I know they’re very busy dealing with all 
the students who need fnancial aid,” Gatherer 
said. “But they are receptive to student con-
cerns. It’s just about having that outline and 
knowing how much money you’re going to pay.” 

Language courses reduced to 
three credit hours from six 

Minoti Kale 
For the Thresher 

The Center for Languages and Intercultural 
Communication recently announced that all in-
troductory language classes will be worth three 
credit hours instead of six starting next semes-
ter, though they will still ofer distribution credit. 

The move marks a reversal from the past 
two years, when CLIC’s introductory language 
classes were increased from four to fve credit 
hours entering the 2013-14 school year, then to 
six credit hours in the 2014 spring semester. 

CLIC director Rafael Salaberry said the cen-
ter made the switch to six-credit-hour classes 
because these classes are easier to ft into sched-
ules based mainly on multiples of three credit 
hours. Also, according to Salaberry, the center 
hoped longer classes would also give students 
a greater depth of understanding of their target 
language. However, students expressed concern 
that they would not have time to take such cred-
it-heavy classes along with their majors, despite 
the fact that the classes ofer distribution credit. 

According to Salaberry, the current admin-
istration at CLIC decided that three-credit-hour 
classes would be more familiar and easier for 
students to include in their schedules, as well as 
making classes more accessible to students from 
majors with stringent requirements. 

Lovett College sophomore Amber Tong said 
the change could increase enrollment in CLIC 
classes. 

“Reduction of hours would probably encour-
age more people to try out language courses con-
sidering the limited hours on our schedules,” 
Tong said. “But as far as learning goes, this 
would only work if the continuing courses are 
also restructured to accommodate the change.” 

According to Tong, who is currently enrolled 
in Intermediate Hindi II, restructuring would 
be difcult. Tong said the process of becoming 
familiar with a new alphabet and system would 
not be feasible given the shorter class period. 

Lovett College sophomore and linguis-
tics major Katherine Borden also believes this 
change will impact the thoroughness of the lan-
guage learning experience. 

As far as learning goes, 
this would only work if 
the continuing courses 
are also restructured 
to accommodate the 
change. 

Amber Tong
 Lovett College sophomore 

“I’m glad it was six hours when I took be-
ginning German,” Borden said. “It was a big 
time commitment, but my ultimate goal is to 
become fuent, and I just don’t think I could ac-
complish that with only three hours of instruc-
tion a week.” 

According to Borden, it may be difcult for 
students to learn languages efectively under the 
new system, though the classes are available to 
more students. 

“Languages are heavily nuanced, and 
that’s something you can’t pick up on without 
spending a lot of time with a fuent speak-
er,” Borden said. “The shorter classes make 
the languages more accessible, but that’s 
in exchange for a depth of instruction that I 
wouldn’t want to give up.” 
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SA Initiatives Program 
deserves more publicity 

The Student Association will continue to 
accept proposals for the Student Initiatives 
Program. The program is tied to an initia-
tives fund populated by $18,000 Honor 
Council was forced to return following a 
Blanket Tax Standing Committee investiga-
tion into their fnances. In the future, the 
fund will receive money from an increase in 
the blanket tax from $79 to $85 (see p.1). 

Currently, according to SA Internal Vice 
President Peter Yun, the SA is primar-
ily pursuing one viable proposal to the 
program — an “Inreach Day” during which 
students will perform tasks normally 
completed by the Housing and Dining staf. 
However, currently, the Student Initia-
tives Program has been underpublicized 
and underutilized. The Thresher believes 
the program has great potential if the SA 
expends more directed efort reaching out 
to the student body. 

The success of SA40K should serve 
as a model for the administration of the 
Student Initiatives Program. The SA40K 
gave funding to a new Queer Resource 
Center, Rice Emergency Medical Services, 
Rice Bikes and environmental initiatives, 
such as subsidized reusable containers and 
water bottle fllers. Though the pot may be 
smaller, an equal, if not more, efort should 
go towards soliciting proposals. Nor should 
the amount of available funds discourage 
students from applying for funding. 

Still, publicity for the Student Initia-
tives Program has been lacking. While 
publicizing the SA40K, the Senate Execu-
tive Committee visited college government 
meetings, posted extensively on Facebook 
and constantly made students aware of 
the money’s potential uses. If anonymous 
social media is any indication of student 
awareness, the buzz surrounding the SA40k 
on Yik Yak has been markedly absent for 
the current Student Initiative. For the Blan-
ket Tax Committee to efectively distribute 
the $18,000, students must be made more 
aware of its existence and purpose. 

The initiatives fund has the potential 
to be immensely benefcial for the student 
body moving forward. The fund allows 
clubs and students to apply for funding for 
initiatives that the yearly allocation of the 
blanket tax does not make provisions for. 
However, if the fund is not better publi-
cized, the money will not serve its intended 
purpose in a timely manner; ideally, it 
should be spent on ideas stemming from 
those from whom the blanket tax funds 
originated. 

Unsigned editorials represent the major-
ity opinion of the Thresher editorial staf. 
All other opinion pieces represent solely the 
opinion of the piece’s author. 

Errata 
In the April 8 issue of the Thresher, the 

article entitled “Rice alumnus Josh Earnest 
recalls path to White House” presented 
Earnest’s age as 38. He is actually 40. 

Rice must better support low-income students
to truly provide equal opportunity for success 

Let me give you an example of a lower-
income student at Rice University. This stu-
dent has a high school diploma but no AP or 
IB credits, nor the background knowledge to 
comfortably excel in Rice’s introductory level 
classes. This student is also on financial aid, 
either on a full or partial tuition grant, has 
been offered student loans, and was given a 
federal work-study grant of about $2,500. 

Lower-income students like the one I 
describe face barriers to success that stem 
from these circumstances. Federal financial 
aid covers only four years of college, which 
might pressure some students to graduate in 
that timeframe, leaving less time for them to 
explore diverse interests and extracurricular 
activities. Additionally, students in these cir-
cumstances may feel more pressure to pur-
sue a major leading to direct entry into a high 
paying field. Without AP credits, students 
might need to take extra courses other stu-
dents can forgo, or might need to study more 
due to insufficient background knowledge of 
a subject. 

A lack of AP credit also limits students 
wanting a double major or dual degree. A 
student entering without AP credits must 
average 16.5 credits a semester over eight se-
mesters to get a bachelor’s degree in chemi-
cal and biomolecular engineering (If this 
chemical and biomolecular engineering 
major also wanted a bachelor of arts degree, 
they would need to average 20.25 hours each 
semester, more hours than they can register). 
A 16.5-credit semester load might be feasible 
with some classes, but it might mean stack-
ing extra hours atop difficult courses full 
of new material requiring substantial study 

time, which could compete with a 10-hour-a-
week work-study job. 

These hours seem flexible if you only 
spend work-study funds on luxury items, 
but this money can buy textbooks and study 
guides, pay cell phone bills, health insur-
ance and Saturday dinner. Since work-study 
funds are often capped at around $2,500 and 
generally hover a few dollars above mini-
mum wage, a student must work over 250 
hours to pay for these basic amenities. This 
is a huge time commitment for a student for 
little profit. 

Work-study sounds like a great idea on 
paper. It is a federal grant Rice allocates to 
provide a wage to students who qualify and 
work at university-associated jobs. It gives 
students who qualify for financial aid money 
to pay for personal expenses not covered by 
tuition and housing grants. Students choose 
the jobs they take on, often with flexible 
hours. However, work-study, in concert with 
the circumstances mentioned above, can de-
prive students of a good college experience. 
This “college experience” means more than 
getting an academic education and scraping 
by financially. As humans we need social in-
teractions and relationships, and as students 
we try to build our resumes and networks as 
much as our transcripts. If a student needs 
a work-study job, it may interfere with their 
well-rounded education and keep them from 
using that time in ways that could pay off in 
the long run, but will not pay for more imme-
diate necessities. 

With the amount of money coming in from 
the annual fund every year, Rice could afford 
to scrap its work-study program and pay stu-

dents who would otherwise qualify for work-
study a living stipend or allowance. This 
would cost the university, but it would be a 
cost worth providing all students the same 
opportunity to explore the same options. 

I have described some extreme circum-
stances, but high achievement extremes 
should be accessible to low socio-economic 
extremes. If college is supposed to be a great 
equalizer and Rice tries to welcome students 
of diverse backgrounds, we should focus on 
supporting success in all students as much 
as possible rather than setting expectations 
of excellence that exceed the capabilities of a 
lot of students. Requiring students disadvan-
taged financially or in their prior education 
to do extra work to keep up with other stu-
dents does not allow these students to par-
ticipate in as many of the Rice experiences 
as they should be able to. In a marathon, no 
one would think it fair to start some people 
miles ahead, set their times as standard, and 
expect the people starting at the beginning 
to finish within that time, so how can it go 
unquestioned here? 

Bridget Schilling is 
a Lovett College 
sophomore. 

Summer does not equal an internship 
Spring: the season of rain, Beer Bike and 

Easter. But most importantly, the time of year 
when students scramble to find something, 
anything, to occupy that daunting, empty 
time without set classes, club meetings and 
term deadlines — summer. Springtime is a 
breeze for those who already have internship 
offers, study abroad plans or prestigious pre-
professional jobs, but for those who don’t, it 
can feel like being the only senior without a 
prom date. 

Perhaps I’m exaggerating. But I have 
heard multiple stories of anguish and de-
spair over finding the perfect summer intern-
ship. You know, the one that seems cool to 
friends, bolsters your resume and pleases 
your parents? Yikes. What a lot to ask out of 
a summer. What strikes me is the fact that I 
hear of very few people who actively choose 
not to pursue a traditional internship or re-
search position. For many of my non-Rice 
friends, a job at a pool, coffee shop or restau-
rant is the norm. 

Granted, many students attend Rice with 
the goal of running headfirst into the pro-
fessional world, so it makes sense that they 
would pursue internship opportunities over 
the summer. But this tendency alienates stu-
dents who don’t want or need to spend their 
summer with this kind of position. Alterna-
tive summer experiences, aka those that 

don’t involve working at a nonprofit, Fortune 
500 company or research lab, can be just as 
valuable to students as internships. 

Take, for example, students who love ex-
ploring new cultures. Maybe they can only 
travel through a baseline job in a foreign 
country, like a tour guide or a hostess. These 
jobs provide them with the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in another culture and 
potentially reflect on their experiences in a 
meaningful way, but they choose to pursue 
an internship instead, because, well, that’s 
the default option. 

Many Rice students undervalue or even 
completely overlook non-academic summer 
experiences. They disregard the potential of 
experience for the sake of experience, which 
is understandable given the temptation to 
fill one’s resume with appealing, profes-
sional-sounding titles. But if you’re doing 
something — virtually anything that requires 
getting out of bed and interacting with the 
world — your experience probably has some 
value to you and your future self, whether it 
promotes self-reflection, earns you some ex-
tra cash or simply makes you feel fulfilled. 
Internships are not the only way to prepare 
for the future. 

In no way do I mean to devalue the “tra-
ditional” internship experience or discredit 
those who truly love these kinds of opportu-

nities. But I want to say that those who don’t 
want to spend their summer working their 
butts off in an office or lab shouldn’t feel like 
they are less hardworking or ambitious than 
their peers. After all, I can say from personal 
experience that some physically intensive 
jobs can be just as taxing and just as reward-
ing as hours of research. 

Pursue opportunities you think will add 
value to your person, not your resume. Your 
future employer won’t think you’re a bum be-
cause you chose to spend your summer on an 
organic farm. Internships can be an awesome 
way to prepare for the future, but they aren’t 
the only path to productive experience. 

is a Hanszen College 
sophomore and 
a Thresher 
A&E editor 

Sophie Newman 
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arts 
ENTERTAINMENT 

‘The Heidi Chronicles’ falls fat 
Cannon Lewis 

Theater Critic 

D 
If you asked me which 

narrative archetype best 
captures the American 
collegiate spirit, I would 

not hesitate to answer 
“the coming-of-age story.” 

After all, college is a place to 
explore, find yourself and learn to be 
accepting of the people around you. 
Given this natural alignment, one 
would expect a coming-of-age story 
doubling as an exploration of feminist 
history to be an instant success here 
at Rice University. The Heidi Chroni 
cles attempts to tell exactly that story 
through the character of Heidi, a young 
woman growing up in the turbulent 
era of second-wave feminism. Unfor 
tunately, due to its tedious dialogue, 
poor pacing and for the most part flat 
acting, the Rice Players’ version of The 
Heidi Chronicles fails to effectively con 
vey the enlightening and potentially 
inspiring message. 

The Heidi Chronicles stars McMurtry 
College senior Shivani Morrison as Hei 
di Holland, a young woman from mid 
dle America whom we first see in the 
1960s, when she is in high school. Here, 
Heidi meets Peter Patrone, played by 
Brown College sophomore Roby John 
son, her lifelong friend and one of two 

prominent male leads. Heidi then at 
tends college to study art history, 
where she meets Scoop Rosenbaum, 
the other male lead, played by Wiess 
College junior Sean Doyle. Scoop, who 
is intelligent, charismatic and egotis 
tical, becomes Heidi’s main romantic 
interest after they meet at a Eugene 
McCarthy rally. From there, the plot 
largely follows the evolution of femi 
nist sentiment: Heidi marches as an 
outspoken feminist and female art his 
torian during the 1970s, then becomes 
disillusioned and bitter in the 1980s 
and finally achieves some peace in the 
1990s. 

While Morrison excels as Heidi, her 
performance is hindered by the rela 
tive lack of lines afforded to her and the 
emotionally flat mumbling of the two 
male leads. Most of Morrison s lines are 
contained in long monologues about 
women in art history that take place 
between scenes, which, though inter 
esting as lectures on art history, do not 
contribute to her character in any way. 
Morrison does manage to communicate 
emotional depth during her conver 
sations with Johnson and Doyle, but 
this level of acting is not reciprocated. 
Though Peter, a gay pediatrician, and 
Scoop, a philandering egotist, are writ 
ten to be polar opposites, the flat, sar 
castic way that both Johnson and Doyle 
read their lines makes it impossible to 
differentiate between the two. In fact, 

I found this one of the most pain 
ful parts of the play, as John 

son and Doyle are assigned 
some of the longest, 

most pretentious 
blocks of dia 

logue that 
I have 

heard, 
a n d  

both deliver these grandstanding para 
graphs with a singular monotony that 
makes it impossible to pay attention to 
or care about what they are saying. 

Along Heidi’s journey are a pleth 
ora of supporting characters played 
by Lovett College freshman Ronnie 
McLaren, Sid Richardson freshman Da 
vid Cirillo and McMurtry sophomore 
Riley Smith. For the most part, these 
side characters exist for the space of 
one scene, are never referenced again 
and have no character beyond basic 
conversational tropes. Though some 
ensemble scenes are interesting, most 
notably one in which all of the female 
members of the cast are shown on stage 
in an organizational meeting, for the 
most part the side characters of The 
Heidi Chronicles are forgettable and 
drab. Though there is certainly room 
for entertaining character acting in the 
script, none of the supporting actors 
brought the necessary enthusiasm to 
their roles. 

One thing The Heidi Chronicles does 
well is set design and staging. Through 
out the play, set pieces take up only a 
small portion of the stage, giving the 
impression that the characters are act 
ing in a larger context not shown. This 
is appropriate for the subject matter 
of the play, as Heidi plays only a small 
role in the nationwide movement of 
second-wave feminism. Additionally, 
graphics from the time period appear 
between scenes, accompanied by con 
temporary music. This audiovisual in 
terlude is well done and establishes a 
serious tone and sense of place lacking 
in the main part of the production. 

The biggest failure of The Heidi 
Chronicles is it completely misses its 
intended effect; rather than feeling ex 
cited and informed about growing up 
as a late-20th-century feminist, I left 
bored and confused. As a coming-of-
age story, The Heidi Chronicles fails to 
fully develop or make me care about its 
main character. As a personal story of 
second-wave feminism, it fails to fea 
ture memorable, strong female char 
acters, instead giving most of its dia 
logue to patronizing male characters 
who speak in empty pretensions. 

anastasia bolshakov/thresher 

Indian fusion 
soars at 

Pondicheri 
Walden Pemantle 

A&E Editor 

Parts of Pondicheri’s menu seem like they 
could only be a breakthrough hit or a disaster. 
Replace the fried dough wafers in a papdi chaat 
with semolina crackers and you get either a 
healthier, hipper version of the original, or a 
mealy multigrain imposter.  Adding a pumpkin 
bun to the black garbanzo bean veggie burger 
could be a stroke of genius or a mark of over-
zealous experimentation. Luckily, the chefs 
at Pondicheri are serious about their fusion 
cooking. With infuences from French baker-
ies to South America’s produce, Pondicheri is 
all about laid-back twists on Indian favorites. 
Though the curries and other classics can be un-
derwhelming, the attention paid to innovations 
like the masala burgers and Madras chicken 
wings make Pondicheri well worth a visit. 

Pondicheri Cafe 

Address: 2800 Kirby St, 77098 
Price range: $$ 
Website: pondichericafe.com 

Recommended Dishes 

Lamb mint burger, $12 
With cheese spread, cilantro chutney, 
onion masala/brioche bun 

Papdi chaat, $7 
Semolina crackers, lentil dumplings, 
black garbanzo sprouts 

Known as a great breakfast spot around 
River Oaks, Pondicheri keeps many of its best 
dishes of the dinner menu. The green dosas, 
omelets and aloo paratha with house-made jam 
are all great alternatives to the diner food and 
breakfast tacos that form the usual Houstonian 
breakfast. The bake lab ofers the best of Pondi-
cheri’s French infuence in its pastries. The 
chocolate brioche bun rolled in orange safron 
sugar and the gulab jamun donut spiced with 
mace, cinnamon and cardamom and soaked 
in a cardamom-rosewater syrup highlight what 
may be one of the most inventive bakery menus 
in Houston. 

The lunch and dinner menus are just as in-
ventive, but a bit uneven. Pondicheri’s strength 
lies in their fusion dishes. The semolina papdi 
chaat is as refreshing as the Indian original, 
and the addition of tamarind lends a sweet and 
spicy element to the traditionally tangy dish. 
The lamb mint burger, quite possibly the best 
item on the menu, is a delicious blend of Indian, 
American and French conventions. The lamb 
patty is served with an Indian version of pub 
cheese atop a brioche bun with cilantro chutney 
and onion masala spread. Throughout the fu-
sion dishes, Pondicheri’s broad infuences and 
love of casual Indian harmonize into a peculiar 
and wonderful homage to Indian street food. 
In the more traditional curries, however, some 
dishes miss out on Pondicheri’s anything-goes 
attitude. The lamb curry, served with an over-
abundance of parsley and drab chunks of carrot 
and potato, seems especially plain compared to 
the rest of the menu. Still, other curries like the 

0see PONDICHERI, page 8 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors’ picks 
for this week s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

IMPROV FEST 
As fnals draw near, everyone can 

use some laughs. The Houston Im-
prov Festival is sure to provide plenty 
during its run at the Midtown Art 
Center, April 17-19. The festival will 
feature 10 troupes, including favorites 
“Space Mutt” and “Man Baby.” Tick-
ets start at $15. 

Midtown Art Center 
3414 Lebranch 

houstonimprovfestival.com 

JAPAN FEST 
If you’re looking for a way to 

infuse culture into your weekend, 
head over to the 2015 Japan Festi-
val at Hermann Park, April 17-19. 
This celebration of Japanese and 
Japanese American culture will 
feature delicious Japanese food, 
martial arts demonstrations, tea 
ceremonies and even a “sushi 
roll-off.” 

Hermann Park 
houstonjapanfest.org 

ALL MY SONS 
Arthur Miller’s breakthrough 

play,  All My Sons, is running through 
April 19 at University of Houston’s 
Lyndall Finley Wortham Theater. 
The play follows the plight of a 
World War II mechanic faced with 
the guilt of selling damaged airplane 
parts and causing the deaths of U.S. 
soldiers. Tickets start at $26. 

University of Houston 
uh.edu 

DESTROYED 
For fans of modern dance 

and the splash zone at Seaworld, 
Suchu Dance company presents 
“Destroyed. The End.” It warns, 
“Raincoats will be issued for this 
performance.” The show runs 
until April 18 and tickets are pay 
what you want, but a donation of 
$17 is suggested. 

Suchu Dance 
3480 Ella Blvd. 

suchudance.org 

https://suchudance.org
https://houstonjapanfest.org
https://houstonimprovfestival.com
https://pondichericafe.com
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Sarah nyquiSt/threSher 
Lydia Smith discusses “Not Born Yesterday” with students at the Bioscience Research 
Collaborative’s pop-up gallery. She is the first student to showcase work in the gallery. 

BRC welcomes student exhibition 
Kaylen Strench 

A&E Editor 

The Bioscience Research Collaborative is 
known as a facility strictly devoted to science. 
This spring, however, the building has experi-
enced an infusion of art. Until May 2015, the BRC’s 
pop-up gallery will house “Not Born Yesterday,” 
an exhibition created and curated by Duncan Col-
lege senior Lydia Smith. The show is especially 
notable because it is the frst student exhibition 
ever displayed in the gallery. 

Smith’s work consists of three strange, tex-
tured ovals propped delicately of the wall. Smith 
said she has been experimenting with tyvek, a 
construction material used to wrap houses. She 
said she likes it because it is simultaneously deli-
cate and strong.

 “I work with thin materials a lot; most of my 
work is portable and malleable,” Smith said. “I 
was drawn to tyvek because it’s thin, like paper, 
but it’s fabricated out of plastic, so it’s a very 
strong material and cannot rip. You can wash it; 
there are clothes made out of it. It lends itself to 
many uses.” 

Smith uses a process that involves burning the 
tyvek with a heat gun set to 500 degrees. The high 

temperature warps the material so it bubbles. 
Then, she paints and shapes it. The fnal product 
is strange and indistinct, in between a painting 
and a sculpture. 

“They’re a really big departure from any-
thing I’ve done in the past,” Smith said. 
“They’re much more ambiguous, to be inter-
preted by the viewer in any diferent way. If 
you walk into the space, you could see them 
as planets or even cells under a microscope.” 

Smith was invited to showcase her work in 
the BRC by Rice Public Art. Smith said while 
she did not design her pieces specifcally for 
the space, they ft together perfectly. 

“I’m always so excited when I see this 
kind of relationship between the architec-
ture and the work,” Smith said. “The works 
and the space are interconnected. You could 
have pieces that don’t fit with a space, and 
it could completely ruin the exhibition even 
it’s great work.” 

Smith also curated her exhibition, draw-
ing on experience she has gained as direc-
tor of Rice’s Matchbox Gallery. She used a 
mock-up of the space to try out different ar-
rangements of the pieces. She also decided 

0see SMITH, page 8 
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WHAT’S HIP RIGHT NOW by Sophie NewmaN 

MUSIC: 
Waxachatchee 

courteSy merge recordS 

In a phrase: Highly anticipated album from 
indie idol. 
Where to fnd it: Spotify, iTunes 

Her debut album American Weekend 
catapulted her to the stage of indie sing-
er-songwriter superstars, and now, Katie 
Crutchfield, the engineer of the band Waxa-
hatchee, returns to the stage with Ivy Tripp. 
Since 2012, Crutchfield has charmed audi-
ences with her ghostly vocals, simple guitar 
melodies and thoughtful lyrics. In an inter-
view with Spin, she describes the essence of 
her new album: “People wandering through 
life or trying to find things that make them 
happy without conforming to the structure 
previous generations had.” 

ART: 
Emoji Art 

courteSy yuNg jake 

In a phrase: Meta art from rapper and emoji 
lover. 
Where to find it: Twitter @yungjake 

You thought they were just for texting, 
but Yung Jake, rapper and emerging visu-
al artist, saw some potential in emojis for 
higher art. Recently, Jake has been creating 
celebrity portraits with emoji collages and 
sending them to his Twitter followers. Ac-
cording to a recent BBC interview, conduct-
ed via text message, his favorite symbol is 
“person with folded hands,” and he wishes 
duck emojis were a thing. 

TRENDING: 
Living Dolls 

courteSy ScreeNShot agpalS youtube 

In a phrase: Stop-motion doll videos in-
vade the Internet. 
Where to find it: YouTube 

For those who enjoyed Chucky, you will 
probably be pleased to hear about the doll vid-
eos taking over YouTube. If you ever thought 
American Girl dolls were a little too lifelike, ap-
parently you weren’t the only one. Using stop-
motion technology, users have been able to cre-
ate mini scenes of their dolls acting out real-life 
situations. While it’s not clear who exactly is 
watching these creepy clips, there’s no denying 
they have a large audience, with many videos 
surpassing 1 million views. 

BOOK: 
God Help the Child 

courteSy raNdom houSe bookS 

In a phrase: High expectations for Morri-
son’s latest. 
Where to find it: Pre-order on Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble 

Toni Morrison fans should look out for 
God Help the Child, the Nobel laureate’s 
most recent creation, which will be released 
at the end of the month. Her first novel set in 
the present, God Help the Child explores the 
ways traumatic childhoods can have a ma-
jor impact on adults’ lives. With 11 novels, 
a Pulitzer Prize, an American Book Award, 
a Nobel Prize and a Presidential Medal of 
Freedom under her belt, Morrison still has 
expressed no interest in retiring. 

waldeN pemaNtle/threSher 

0PONDICHERI 
from page 6 
goat kofta, which pairs spicy goat meatballs with 
ginger, papaya and almonds, have all the exotic 
allure of Pondicheri’s best cooking. 

An added feature of Pondicheri’s lunch and 
dinner experience is the smart and concise 
drink menu. Sangrias and shandies are served 
with a number of unexpected ingredients rang-
ing from hibiscus and lavender in the sparkling 
rosé Whist to the ghost peppers and black salt 
in the Hot Stuf shandy. The Lovely Leech is a 
particularly elegant blend of Chardonnay, ly-
chee, pear and apple juice available by the 
glass or pitcher. The eclectic wine list focuses 
on unoaked whites and fruity reds that pair well 

with the spice and earthiness of Indian cooking. 
The Ernest Loosen Gewurztraminer, with exotic 
notes of rose and lychee, and the clean and crisp 
Merry Edward’s Sauvignon Blanc, are both ex-
ceptional wines that pair well with a number of 
Pondicheri’s lighter oferings. The non-alcohol-
ic drink menu is equally extensive and interest-
ing. Hibiscus soda, mint lemonade, lassis and 
teas are all made in house and complement the 
food nicely. 

With such a comprehensive and ambitious 
menu, dining at Pondicheri feels far more like 
an experience than meals at Houston’s other 
causal fusion restaurants. But while it does aim 
higher than many of its peers, Pondicheri never 
feels overly formal or frustratingly hip. Instead, 
it is the best of both worlds: a relaxed vibe, a 
moderate price and food that’s fun, exciting 
and, above all, tasty. 

Confessionals give outlet for campus 
Kaylen Strench 

A&E Editor 

A dear friend recently told me about a weekly 
New York Times column gaining widespread 
popularity. Bored and lonely last Tuesday night, 
I remembered the recommendation and decided 
to read through a few posts. Within minutes, I 
was immersed. “Modern Love” features reader-
submitted essays about love, in all its forms and 
iterations. Though anyone can submit, the stories 
selected are well-written, moving and, most strik-
ingly, deeply personal. 

Viewing other’s stories 
makes one feel con-
nected by providing re-
assurance that feelings 
and struggles are uni-
versal and legitimate. 

For instance, “Finding Equilibrium in See-
sawing Libidos” ties the familiar marriage quan-
dary of unbalanced sexual needs into a couple’s 
struggles with Parkinson’s (A wife’s libido, once 
low, skyrockets as a result of her medication). The 
beauty of the piece lies in the author’s description 
of the pain he feels watching a loved one sufer. 
Similarly, “To Fall in Love with Anyone, Do This” 
catches reader attention with a wacky premise 

(Can scientists make people fall in love?) but 
stayed with me due to its intimate personal story 
about the moment when two people begin to real-
ize their feelings for one another. 

“Modern Love” corresponds with a campus 
trend of using the written and spoken word to ex-
press deep emotions. This past March, a group of 
students put together “The Speak Up Project,” a 
documentary-theater performance in which stu-
dents submitted personal narratives about sexual 
harassment and assault that were read aloud by 
actors. Anonymous confessionals “Rice Confess” 
and Yik Yak similarly include various posts detail-
ing the emotional lives and personal concerns of 
students. The fact that these forums exist and are 
utilized, seen and discussed demonstrates a dual 
need: the desire for catharsis and the yearning 
for authentic connection in an exceedingly inau-
thentic world. 

I would suspect that this trend speaks to a 
disturbing sense of isolation among the popula-
tion — particularly those who have been through 
trauma or have certain emotional needs. Shar-
ing pain and confusion with new acquaintances 
is taboo, yet emotional release and the need for 
understanding is critical. Anonymity allows re-
lease without judgment. Viewing others’ stories 
makes one feel connected by providing reassur-
ance that feelings and struggles are universal and 
legitimate. 

In our celebration of these mediums, how-
ever, we must be careful not to use them as total 
replacements for sharing with other humans. As 
much as they can comfort us, there is nothing 
comparable to intimate sharing with real people, 
in the fesh. Thus, I encourage students: Use 
anonymous outlets and read confessionals, espe-
cially if they help. At the same time, however, be 
open to removing the veil over your identity and 
pursuing authentic connection with another hu-
man being. 

0SMITH 
from page 7 
to install the pieces with small rods so they 
hang slightly off the wall, casting shadows. 

“I think there’s some gravity relevant in the 
way they’re shown; they’re dynamic,” Smith 
said. “Also, there are holes in the pieces, allow-
ing light to be involved in the work.” 

Smith has continued to experiment with 
tyvek, and will display new works along with 
13 other visual and dramatic arts majors in the 
senior showcase on April 23 in Sewall Hall. She 
was also recently awarded the prestigious Wat-
son Fellowship, which funds a year of personal 
exploration and study. She says she will use it to 
study cemeteries in six countries. 

“Not Born Yesterday” will be on display in 
the BRC pop-up gallery until May 2015. 



9Sports is onTwitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports 

Maddy Adams 
Sports Editor 

Maryland’s Tina 
Langley named 
women’s coach 

TENNIS ON TOP: 

Tina Langley 
Bachelor’s in special education, 
University of West Alabama (‘96) 

Master’s in recreation and leisure, 
Toledo University (‘03) 

Master’s in community counseling, 
University of Alabama (‘08) 

Assistant coach at Maryland (2008-2015) 
(195-49) record 

17 years coaching experience 

11 postseason appearances 

       

     
     
     

     
      

       

         

      

 
       
       

 
       

     

     

      

      
     

      
 

       

      
       

     

      
 

  
     

         
 

       
         

      

     

      

         
 

        
        

     

      
    

      

 

  

 
     

  
      

 

 
      

 
 

     

             
 

             
  

          

   

   

 

Both men’s and women’s tennis teams start the C-USA Championships as first seed this weekend. 

MEN’S 
Record: 

Overall: 11-13  C-USA: 0-2 

First Championship game: 
Apr. 18 11:00 a.m. 

vs. MTSU/Charlotte 
Norfolk, Virginia 

The Rice men’s tennis team was named as the number one 
overall seed in the Conference USA tournament this upcoming 
weekend. The Owls won four of their last six matches, but fell in 
their last two. The three-day tournament will take place at Old 
Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia. 

WOMEN’S 
Record: 

Overall: 13-8  C-USA: 2-0 

First Championship game: 
Apr. 17 10:00 a.m. 
vs. FAU/Charlotte 

George R. Brown Tennis Center 

Coming off a 13-8 regular season, Rice will begin the Confer-
ence USA tournament as the number one seed. The team won 
nine of their last 10 matches, including their last four straight. 
Natalie Beazant, the currently ranked No. 21 singles player in the 
NCAA, looks to lead the team into the NCAA tournament. 

Spring game allows young players to shine 
Juan Saldana 
Thresher Staff 

Blue vs. Gray 

40-16 
As the Rice University football team 

wrapped up their spring football practices, the 
annual Blue-Gray Spring Game took place at 
Rice Stadium. The game, essentially a scrim-
mage, featured the offense in blue uniforms 
and the defense in gray uniforms. 

The defense dominated the game and ran 
away with a 40-16 victory using a special-
ized scoring system. In addition to traditional 
points, the offense gained a point for runs of 
more than 12 yards, passes of more than 16 
yards and completions of three consecutive first 
downs. The defense gained a point for forcing 
three-and-outs and tackles for loss, earned two 
points for sacks, three points for blocking kicks 
and four points for turnovers or stopping the of-
fense when they started past the 35-yard line. 

In addition to the football, the game fea-
tured the experience and fanfare of Rice Univer-
sity football with halftime games and speeches, 
cheerleaders on the sidelines and a kid’s zone 
with inflatables. In addition to the non-tradi-
tional scoring system, the game also featured 
the novelty of having guest coaches call the 
team’s plays in the first half of the game. The 

guest coaches featured were restaurateur John-
ny Carrabba, Director of Student Athlete Devel-
opment Lauren Cavallaro, former NFL player 
and Rice great Jarett Dillard, Rice alum Bobby 
Dixon, Associate Director of Academic Advis-
ing for Athletics Julie Griswold, caterer Frankie 
Mandola, and former NBA coach and current 
ESPN analyst Jeff Van Gundy. 

With the guest coaches calling their favor-
ite plays, the game got off to a fast start with 
the first drive ending with a 54-yard flea-flicker 
touchdown pass from junior quarterback Tyler 
Stehling to junior wide receiver Zach Wright. 
After the first drive, the offense was marred 
with penalties and struggled to get the ball 
down the field. 

The spring game provided underclassmen 
an opportunity to showcase their abilities and 
prove their ability to replace graduating se-
niors. With many players held out of the spring 
due to injury, the game provided a chance for 
coaches to solidify the depth chart. 

At quarterback, the team will look to rising 
senior starter Driphus Jackson to once again 
lead the offense. However, he was held out of 
the game as a precaution as he finishes recov-
ering from his shoulder surgery. This allowed 
Stehling and redshirt sophomore Nate German 
to run the offense. Stehling led all passers, go-
ing 7 for 18 for 103 yards with one touchdown 
and one interception. German exhibited good 
rushing abilities despite the non-contact rule 
on the quarterback in the game. However, he 
struggled passing the ball, completing four of 
his 11 passes and getting sacked three times. 

Both quarterbacks look to solidify their place 
in the depth chart and compete for the backup 
position next year with incoming freshman J.T. 
Granato. 

At wide receiver, the Owls will attempt to 
replace graduating starters Jordan Taylor and 
Mario Hull. The task of replacing Jordan Taylor 
will not be easy for the team, who now looks 

0see Football, page 11 

Rising Stars 
Underclassmen to look out 

for next season 

Quarterback 
Driphus Jackson ‘16, Tyler Stehling ‘16, 

Nate German ‘17 

Wide Receiver 
Dennis Parks ‘16, Temi Alaka ‘15, Zach 

Wright ‘16 

Defensive End 
Brady Wright ‘18, Brian Womac ‘17, Graysen 

Schantz ‘17 

Defensive Tackle 
Grant Peterson ‘16, Ross Winship ‘18, Cody 

Henessee ‘16 

Safety 
Destri White ‘17, Cole Thomas ‘17 

Coached 34 All-Conference players 

In response to Greg Williams’ recent 
retirement, the Rice University Athletic 
Department has appointed a new women’s 
basketball coach: former Maryland Univer-
sity Assistant Coach Tina Langley. Langley 
will be stepping down from her current 
position as Associate Head Coach at Mary-
land to join the Rice women’s team next 
season. The new head coach made an of-
ficial visit to Rice last week to assess the 
campus and the team and to share her vi-
sion with the community. 

Langley said she is excited to familiar-
ize herself with the team and the Rice com-
munity. 

“I had an opportunity to look around 
campus today a little bit and probably my 
favorite moment of the day was getting to 
sit down with the team and talk about the 
future and what that might look like. It’s 
been a very productive and exciting day.” 

Throughout her career, Langley has had 
many varied athletic and academic expe-
rience: She graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in special education from the Uni-
versity of West Alabama (‘96), where she 
lettered twice in basketball. After gradu-
ating, she earned two master’s degrees in 
recreation and leisure at Toledo Univer-
sity (‘03) and in community counseling at 
the University of Alabama (‘08). She also 
worked as an assistant coach for three dif-
ferent programs from 1998 to 2005. Lang-
ley coached at Maryland for seven years 
(2008-2015) and played a large role in the 
team’s 2014-15 34-4 record which included 
a Final Four appearance. 

According to Langley, her time at Mary-
land allowed her to wait for an ideal head 
coaching position vacancy. 

“I’ve been excited about being head 
coach for a while now, but I had a fantastic 
time at Maryland,” Langley said. “Because 
I was afforded such a great opportunity at 
Maryland, I was able to wait for what fit me 
best.” 

Langley made the decision to switch to 
Rice after being approached by Athletic Di-
rector Joe Karlgaard. According to Langley, 
her decision to move to Houston was influ-
enced by the state of women’s basketball 
in Texas and Rice’s atmosphere. 

“The entire state of Texas is a great state 
for women’s basketball, so I am elated to 
be here,” Langley said. “I think it’s a hot-
bed of girl’s basketball talent, and I plan to 
be all over the state learning about the best 
players and student athletes in Texas.” 

Langley also said she values Rice’s 
strong academics. 

“Rice is about the student athlete; it’s 
about athletics, academics and excel-
lence,” Langley said. “I think there’s noth-
ing more important for a female student 

0see Langley, page 10 
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Tina Langley 

0LANGLEY 
from page 9 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 

athlete [than to] have the path to success 
once they finish college that could lead to 
a playing career but could also lead to a 
fantastic career in the working world.” 

According to sophomore center Adaeze 
Obinnah, the team needs a coach that can 
support them as players and students. 

“Coach Langley wants to get to know 
us not just as athletes, but as people too,” 
Obinnah said. “That was the most impor-
tant thing we wanted in a coach — some-
one who demands the very best from us on 
and off the court.” 

Obinnah said that she believes Langley 
can be this person. 

“We really believe she will be that 
someone,” Obinnah said. “Her experience 
and success definitely qualify her, but 
more than that, her personality is what 
ensures us that Dr. Karlgaard and Stacy 
Mosley chose the best candidate to be our 
head coach.” 

The frst impression that I 
got from her was excitement. 
... Right of the bat she told 
us we need to expect higher 
energy and commitment. I 
think this lines up perfectly 
with what the remaining 
10 players envision for our 
team next year. 

Adaeze Obinnah 
Sophomore center 

The successor to former Head Coach 
Greg Williams toured the campus and 
spoke with the team. 

According to Langley, she was im-
pressed by the team and their insight. 

“I was really impressed with their ques-
tioning,” Langley said. “I gave them some 
time to ask questions and they were very 
thoughtful and did a nice job of expressing 
their thoughts for the upcoming season.” 

Obinnah said that Langley’s vision for 
the team aligned well with the team’s. 

“The first impression that I got from 
her was excitement. ... Right off the bat 
she told us we need to expect higher en-
ergy and commitment,” Obinnah said. “I 
think this lines up perfectly with what the 
remaining 10 players envision for our team 
next year.” 

Langley said she is looking forward to 
analyzing the team’s play and deciding the 
best approach to coaching the Rice wom-
en’s team. 

“I have a lot of film to watch [and] I’ve 
got to do a little bit of evaluating of what 
style of play fits this group the best,” Lang-
ley said. “I think it’s very important to 
play on both ends of court; you run if you 
haven’t defended and rebounded.” 

The Quest for the Cup 

Baseball falls to third in Conference USA 

Aniket Tolpadi 
Thresher Staff 

This is a column written by Sports writer 
Aniket Tolpadi. The opinions expressed in 
the column are solely his. 

April has rolled around, and with it, 
hockey fans around the world are buckling 
up for the most exciting two months of the 
year. It’s time for the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
which I would humbly describe as the most 
exciting playoffs in sports. 

In so many ways, hockey is the ultimate 
team game. A successful hockey team must 
be complete with skilled forwards, respon-
sible defensemen and a sound goaltender. 
Based on the strenuous nature of the sport, 
no one skater can play for much more than 
half the game and the team must work as a 
cohesive unit. 

Because the success of a hockey team 
hinges on its ability to work together, there 
is far more parity during playoffs. Since 
each individual player is less capable of im-
pacting the game as he can in other sports, 
the difference between so-called “elite” 
teams and merely “good” teams is not so 
significant. It is therefore fairly common 
to see upsets in the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
while they are not nearly as common in 
other sports. 

This notion of parity in hockey is par-
ticularly true this year, as there is no clear 
favorite: not even the reigning Stanley Cup 
Champion Los Angeles Kings qualified for 
the playoffs. Several teams appear to have 
a legitimate chance to bring home the Stan-
ley Cup, breeding considerable optimism 
among fans. 

Jeremy Reiskind, a Tampa Bay Lightning 
fan, said he is extremely excited about his 
team’s chances. They will play the Detroit 
Red Wings in a first-round series that be-
gins on Thursday. 

“I have been following the Tampa Bay 
Lightning my whole life and I think this 
is one of the most talented teams I have 
seen,” Reiskind, a Duncan College sopho-
more, said. “We have the superstar and 
leader in [Steven] Stamkos, tons of depth at 
the forward position, and one of the best 
goalies in Ben Bishop. This team is focused 
on bringing back the Stanley Cup to Tampa 
Bay, and I believe this will be the year.” 

The Chicago Blackhawks are always a 
threat at this time of year, and their odds of 
winning the Stanley Cup this year are pre-
dictably strong. As such, Blackhawks fans 
are cautiously optimistic regarding their 
team’s chances; the Hawks will play the 
Nashville Predators in a first round series 
that begins on Wednesday. 

Duncan freshman Jacob Behling said 
the playoffs will ignite the Blackhawks into 
a better team. 

“Even though they have been playing 
poorly recently, playoffs transforms [Chi-
cago] into a whole different team,” Behling 
said. “If they find ways to get through the 
Predators defense, they can beat them. 
Then the Hawks will get Kane back and 
who knows what they can do. When the 
Hawks make the playoffs, the Stanley Cup 
is always a possibility.” 

A successful hockey team 
must be complete with 
skilled forwards, responsible 
defensemen and a sound 
goaltender. 

The St. Louis Blues have also looked 
particularly dangerous this year, breeding 
optimism among fans such as Wiess Col-
lege senior Trevor Caswell. The Blues will 
play the surging Minnesota Wild in the first 
round of the playoffs. 

According the Caswell, the Blues, who 
won five of their last six games, have a good 
chance of making it to the finals. 

“The Blues are coming into the series 
with a hot streak and they have a solid vet-
eran team that is one of the most physical 
teams in the league,” Caswell said. “I can 
see a Rangers-Blues Stanley Cup Final go-
ing to game seven.” 

Fans of other teams have plenty reason 
to be excited about the playoffs as well. The 
Minnesota Wild, for instance, feature an 

impressive amount of scoring depth, a very 
strong defensive core and a goaltender in 
Devan Dubnyk who has proven himself to 
be a legitimate candidate for the Hart Tro-
phy, awarded to league MVP. 

On the other hand, the Anaheim Ducks 
have a big, skilled physical lineup led by 
center Ryan Getzlaf and winger Corey Per-
ry; such a formula is typically successful in 
the playoffs. In the Eastern Conference, the 
New York Rangers are certainly strong con-
tenders due to their all-world goaltender 
Henrik Lundqvist and quick, skilled for-
wards that carried the team to the Stanley 
Cup Final last year. 

Similarly, the Montreal Canadiens fea-
ture a goaltender in Carey Price that is in 
the midst of a historically strong year that 
will likely win him league MVP honors, and 
thus, must be given a chance. Last, but cer-
tainly not least, would be the Ottawa Sena-
tors; the Senators enter the Stanley Cup 
playoffs as easily the league’s hottest team, 
and thus cannot be counted out. 

Such is the nature with hockey: Each 
year entering the playoffs, at least half the 
teams in the playoff field has a legitimate 
shot to bring home the Stanley Cup, and 
this year is no different. This is undoubt-
edly the biggest draw for fans that have a 
rooting interest in the games; even for fans 
that don’t have a rooting interest, there are 
several interesting storylines to follow this 
year. Some of them are as follows: How 
will the Senators, this league’s “Cinderella 
story,” fare in the playoffs this year? Just 
how loud will the Saddledome (home of the 
Calgary Flames) and the MTS Centre (home 
of the Winnipeg Jets) be after their teams 
have returned to the playoffs after lengthy 
absences? Will the Pittsburgh Penguins be 
able to avenge their devastating loss to the 
Rangers in last year’s quarterfinals in a 
first-round rematch this year? 

With so many captivating storylines, 
the promise of numerous physical and 
entertaining series, and the potential for 
so many upsets, hockey fans are eagerly 
awaiting the start of the playoffs. Though 
the sport never truly caught on in the Hous-
ton area, the next two months are as good 
a time as any to watch some hockey and 
give it a chance. We’ve finally arrived at the 
most wonderful time of year. 

Michael Kidd 
Thresher Staff 

Rice vs. UAB 

1-2 
The Rice University baseball team headed 

on the road this past week to face longtime rival 
and No. 1 nationally ranked Texas A&M Univer-
sity and Conference USA foe, the University of 
Alabama, Birmingham. The Owls fnished 1-3 
this week despite jumping out to early leads in 
three of the four contests. With their lone win 
coming on Sunday afternoon’s contest at UAB, 
Rice’s record is now 23-15 (12-6 in C-USA play). 

In the series opener on Friday night against 
UAB, the starting pitchers for each squad got 
out to a strong start. Rice junior Kevin McCan-
na and UAB junior James Naile allowed zero 
runners to reach base through the frst three 
innings. In the fourth inning, Rice loaded the 
bases following three walks but was unable to 
score any runs. In the bottom half of the inning, 
UAB scored one run after an RBI single to take 
the 1-0 advantage. McCanna went on to throw 
7.0 innings on the night allowing four runs on 
seven hits while striking out six batters. On the 
opposite side, Naile stifed the Rice lineup for 
7.0 innings, and Rice did not register their frst 
hit until two outs in the eighth. The fnal score 
was 4-0 in favor of UAB. 

In Saturday’s matchup, the Rice hitters went 
to work quickly by scoring two runs in the top of 
the frst on a two-out two-RBI double by junior 
frst baseman Connor Teykl. After a 1-2-3 frst 
inning by Rice junior starter Jordan Stephens, 
UAB scored six runs in the bottom of the second 
with a three-run double by senior leadof hitter 
Nathan Vincent. Trailing 6-2, Rice responded 
with two more runs of their own in the top half 
of the fourth on a single by freshman Ryan 

Chandler. The UAB ofense tacked on eight 
more runs in the ffth inning to open up a 14-4 
advantage. The duo of Stephens and redshirt 
junior reliever Matt Ditman were tagged for 13 
of those runs and two home runs. The remain-
der of the game saw no further scoring as UAB 
clinched the series with a 14-4 victory. 

To avoid the weekend sweep, the Owls needed 
a strong performance both ofensively and defen-
sively. Rice junior starter Blake Fox would have 
plenty of support on the afternoon as Rice scored 
seven runs in the top of the frst inning. UAB’s 
starter registered just two outs before he was re-
moved from the ballgame as Rice sent 12 men to 
the plate in the inning. Senior second baseman 
Ford Stainback, sophomore Charlie Warren and 
Teykl each had two RBIs in the inning. Senior 
catcher John Clay Reeves led of the second inning 
with a solo home run to center feld. He would fol-
low that up with a three-run home run in the third 
inning of the UAB scoreboard to put Rice up 11-
0. On the mound, Fox went 6.0 innings, allowing 
just fve hits and one run to quiet the UAB ofense. 
Rice won by a fnal score of 13-5. 

Rice Assistant Coach and Hitting Coach Clay 
Van Hook talked about the up-and-down sea-
son thus far. He said he looks for his team to be 
more consistent down the stretch. 

“Obviously, there’s been a lot of ups and 
downs but that’s a baseball season,” Van Hook 
said. “We still [have] four weekends left and we 
hold our own fate. We have been doing a lot of 
things well; we just need to be more consistent 
and [there is] defnitely a lot of season left.” 

The Owls face the University of Texas, San 
Antonio this upcoming weekend at home. Van 
Hook said the team is talented, especially with 
their Friday night starter. 

“They are a very well coached team, and 
Coach Marshall over there does a really good 
job with his guys,” Van Hook said. “They have 
a really good Friday night starter in Brock Hart-
son. … You know he’s a guy that’s going to get 
drafted. … So we [have] to come out ready to 
play on Friday for sure.” 

Since starting conference play with an 
undefeated record of 6-0, the Owls have gone 
6-6 over their last 12. Reeves said sitting in 
third place in C-USA is an unfamiliar spot for 
the Owls. 

“These past couple of weeks we know we 
haven’t been playing exactly the best base-
ball,” Reeves said. “At this time you can either 
choose to fold and crumble or come out and 
play like we did on Sunday. I know as long 
as we start playing for each other and put ev-
erything together things can defnitely turn 
around for us.” 

Reeves noted that some UAB fans brought 
brooms to the ballpark in preparation for the 
weekend “sweep.” He said he feels the team 
stepped up in a big way to get the crucial win 
in a big fashion. 

“Since I’ve been here I know we have never 
been swept in a weekend series, and coming 
to the feld early seeing their fans with some 
brooms really made us realize that we need[ed] 
to step up and quiet them down with the way 
they were thinking,” Reeves said. 

The Owls will face the University of Texas, 
San Antonio this upcoming weekend at Reck-
ling Park. Rice has done well at their home 
park with 15 of their 23 wins coming at home. 
First pitch is scheduled for Friday, April 17, at 
6:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Games 
vs. University of Houston 

Apr. 14, 6:30 p.m. 
Reckling Park 

vs. UTSA 
Apr. 17, 6:30 p.m. 
Apr. 18, 2:00 p.m. 
Apr. 19, 1:00 p.m. 

Reckling Park 
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Six Boats, Six Medals 

Courtesy miChAel mAtson 
Rice rowing’s Mixed Novice 8+ boat glides past other schools’ boats during their third 
place fnish at the Space City Sprints. Rice won six medals in six attempts, including 
two frst-place fnishes, two second-place fnishes and two third-place fnishes. 

mAddy AdAms/thresher 
Construction of the new student-athlete performance and development building is underway at 
Rice Stadium. The $31.5 million project includes a 60,000-square-foot, two-story structure that 
will house facilities for training, sports medicine, coach and staf ofces and studying. 

Men’s Novice 4+ Final 
1st place 

Men’s Open 2x Final 
1st place 

Women’s Open 4+ Final 
2nd place 

Women’s Novice 4+ Final 
2nd place 

Mixed Novice 8+ Final 
3rd place 

Men’s Open 4+ Final 
3rd place 

Courtesy riCe AthletiC CommuniCAtions 
Rice football showcased its young talent in the annual Blue-Gray Spring Game Friday, April 10. 
Rice will kick of its regular season on Sep. 5 with an opening game against Wagner College. 

0FOOTBALL 
from page 9 

to rising senior Dennis Parks, sophomore Temi 
Alaka and Wright to get large amounts of 
playing time at receiver. Wright led the team 
during the spring game with three recep-
tions for 69 yards and a touchdown. 

On defense, Head Coach David Bailiff 
and the coaching staff are now tasked with 
replacing a heavily depleted defensive line. 
At defensive end, last year’s starters Zach 
Patt and Brian Nordstrom, a first team all-
conference selection, need to be replaced as 
Patt graduates and Nordstrom forgoes his fi-
nal year of eligibility for a job in the energy 
sector. Redshirt freshman Brady Wright and 
redshirt sophomore Brian Womac, who re-
corded a sack and three tackles, will look to 
fill the positions. Redshirt sophomore Gray-
sen Schantz also looks to join the defensive 
line rotation in the fall after returning from 
injury. 

At the defensive tackle position, there is a 
large gap to fll with Dylan Klare graduating and 
Christian Covington declaring for the NFL draft. 
Seniors Ross Winship, Grant Peterson, redshirt 
freshman Preston Gordon and redshirt junior 
Cody Henessee  will make up the core of the de-
fensive front rotation. Injuries and the addition 
of freshman signees such as Zach Abercrumbia 
leave the defensive line in a state of fuctuation. 

The safety position is also subject to much 
transition with Malcolm Hill, Julius White and 
Jaylon Finner all fnishing their four years of 
eligibility. Sophomores Destri White and Cole 
Thomas and senior Garrett Fuhrman helped 
lead the defense to victory in Friday’s game 
at the safety position and go into the fall look-
ing to get much of the playing time at the po-
sition. White and redshirt freshman safety 
J.P Thompson led the secondary with one 
interception each. 

With spring practice wrapping up, the 
Owls look to continue the momentum from 
their Hawaii Bowl victory until next sea-
son’s Sep. 5 opening game against Wagner 
College. 
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Backpage Drinking Game 
Gameplay: Take a coin and toss or fip it over your drink so that it lands on the board. If the coin lands outside the Rustication: You can’t be in the colleges — Until your next 
board but on the Thresher, everyone else drinks. If you miss the Thresher entirely or hit your drink, you drink. If the turn, every time someone hits a college you must drink. If your 
coin lands in Classifeds, everyone plays Never Have I Ever with two fngers. college is hit, you must fnish your drink. 

HEDGES: You passed out. And now you’re rusticated. 

Take a walk. Move three steps back Head straight to second foor. Challenge 
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JONES BAKER 

BROWN 

LOVETT 
HALL 

FONDREN 
LIBRARY 

WILLY’S 
STATUE 

MOB’S FIRED UP FRIDAY 

McM 

RUPD 

LOVETT 

WIESS 

Designate a 

NOD BOD. Last 

Baker comes 
frst. Pick a buddy 

Masters are 
coming! Pick a 

diferent college to 

from the table and toss again. If 
shot lands back on campus, 

everyone else drinks. 

Spread the  “love.”  Pick someone 

rule everyone must 

to take a sip from everyone 
else’s drink. 

their drink. If you 
miss, take a 
drink. 

Heads: SJP — make a new 

play by. Or rusticate 
someone at will. 

Tails: Dean Hutch — remove 
a timeless tradition (rule) 
or rusticate someone at 

will. 

Ask the group a trivia question. 
First person to respond picks some-
one to drink. If no one can answer 

everyone drinks. 

everyone else must turn 
180 degrees and fnish 
their drink. Loser gets 
rusticated. Turn the board 
180 degrees. 

Choose a player who has to drink while 
everyone claps 15 times and says the 
person’s name. 

You have amnesty. Next time you get Play Vroom with Bicycles. Loser (winner?) 
has to drink on Beer Bike morning (right rusticated, rusticate someone else 

instead. 
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someone to fip cup. Loser drinks. 

pledge who has to 
drink for you for the who has to drink 

next round. before you do every time. 
If they fail, they drink twice. 

EMS WRC 

now). 

SID 
It’s the cops! They’re writing eVerYONe Something else must be small.  everyone 

stands. Last person takes seven sips (14 up. Last person to hide his/her drink 
under the table is rusticated. half-sips). 

transfer to. 

HEDGES: You get caught doing ... something. If purity score is less than 35 you’re rusticated. Otherwise, rusticate someone. 

DUNCAN HANSZEN 
Play Duncaroos, and try to 
bounce a quarter into 
someone’s drink. If 
successful, they fnish 

person to strike a 
pose has to drink. 

The Backpage is satire and written by Reed Thornburg, Dennis Budde and Andrew Stout. For comments or questions, please email turnt@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS @rice.edu 
WANTED 
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate is 
$20 to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We 
provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to rice-
jobs@testmasters.com. 

School Pick-up and after care needed for 
two girls (3 1/2 and 2 1/2) from same school, 
near Memorial Park. Need play time, dinner 
time, and bath time. Hours: 3-730. Pay $15/ 
hr. bbtruxillo@yahoo.com 

A physician family is looking for a part-time 
nanny from 6:30pm to 8pm during weekdays. 
Girl is 1 yo, boy is 3 yo, both in Daycare right 
next to Rice campus. Responsibilities: pick-
ing up from daycare at 6:30pm, and prefera-
bly feed them dinner afterwards (our home is 
inside TMC right on Holcombe). putao123@ 
yahoo.com 

Experienced LSAT tutor, 98 percentile 
scorer, Georgetown Law graduate. Individu-
alized, high-level, cost-efective tutoring. 

Check out my website and LSAT blog with 
free tips at www.thelsatpro.com. 

Paid intern position. Law ofce near 
campus. Part-time now and through sum-
mer. Please send resume and letter of inter-
est to freddietrich@msn.com. 

Need tutor for science and math and 
homework 5-7 hours per week in rice village 
area for fourth grade student.  Contact khura-
nas@bellsouth.net 

AV Technicians Needed: Palmer Memo-
rial Episcopal Church (6221 Main across from 
Rice University) is looking for several audio/ 
computer “geeks” to control the soundboard 
during Sunday worship and edit service re-
cordings.   Live theatre or church AV experi-
ence is a plus, but not required.  High school 
and college students are encouraged to apply 
and can be paid for their time.  Contact Ste-
ven Patterson at spatterson@palmerchurch. 
org or 713-529-6196.  

Busy law firm @ I-10/Dairy Ashford seeks 
motivated, nonsmoker, some college (deg. 
prfrd), works well w/ others.  Type 60+ wpm; 
No hlth/401.  Sal. commensurate w/ qual. 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classifed 

advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20 
41–80 words $40 
80–120 words $60 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your classi-

Send ltr, resume, & college trnscrpts to info@ 
mendellawfrm.com or f: 281-759-1275. No 
calls. 

fied advertisement, which must be 
received by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior 
to publication. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Annual subscription rates: 
$60/year domestic 
Non-subscription rate: 
First copy free 
Second copy $5 

Cynthia Bau 
Advertising Manager 
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone 713-348-3971 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
https://mendellawfirm.com
mailto:nas@bellsouth.net
mailto:freddietrich@msn.com
www.thelsatpro.com
https://yahoo.com
mailto:bbtruxillo@yahoo.com
mailto:jobs@testmasters.com
mailto:CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
mailto:turnt@rice.edu
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