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Men’s basketball wins two straight against
conference opponents, extending their
winning streak to three, longest since 2011 

See Sports p. 9

Hot streakPlays, plays, plays

see A&E p. 6

VADA, Sid Richardson College, and
McMurtry College present Bob, Con-
Quest and The Pillowman 
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You WON’T BELIEVE 
how close the 

election for RPC 
president was 

see Ops p. 5

Judicial reform

Increasing transparency of SJP
proceedings would renew faith
in legal institution 
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‘There is no room for dialogue’ 
Rice Left members protest Hillel-hosted IDF soldier talk 

Anita Alem 
News Editor 

After listening to a presentation 
from former Israeli Defense Force sol-
diers, community members, students 
and representatives of Rice Left silent-
ly walked out of HUMA 120, where the 
talk was held. 

Elad, an IDF soldier in reserve who 
could not give his last name due to 
security reasons, was discussing the 
composition of the IDF when protest-
ers walked out. 

“The IDF, like America, is a melt-
ing pot,” Elad said. “Like I said, 
there’s Jews, Christians, Muslims — 
guys, this is very unfortunate. I came 
all the way to tell my story hoping 
that you would stay and be respectful 
and let me fnish.” 

Hillel hosted the hourlong event, 
which was co-sponsored by the IDF 
and Stand With Us, a nonproft, pro-
Israel education organization. 

Members of Rice Left planned the 
walkout, which students from the Uni-
versity of Houston and other commu-
nity members attended. The protesters 
met prior to the event in an adjacent 
classroom. Four Rice University Police 
Department ofcers were present as 
protesters convened. 

Jeremy Reiskind, vice president 
of engagement with Hillel, said the 
event was held to promote a dialogue 
between groups on either side of the is-
sue between Palestine and Israel. 

“The focus of [Stand With Us] is not 
about combat and hating of the Pal-
estinians,” Reiskind said. “We want 
peace also. The biggest thing is in is-

sues like this that are so big and have 
so many complex issues is dialogue.” 

The IDF, like America, 
is a melting pot. Like 
I said, there’s Jews, 
Christians, Muslims. 

Elad 
IDF soldier in reserve 

However, Rice Left member 
Heather Dial said she does not be-
lieve the event provided opportunity 
for a dialogue. 

“They have only invited a very nar-
row group of people from one side of a 
discussion,” Dial, a psychology gradu-
ate student, said. “We’re walking out 
because there is no room for dialogue 
in a biased conversation.” 

The talk was not listed on the Rice 
University Events Calendar, but was 
advertised through a Facebook event. 

“The soldiers’ stories on this 
tour are inspirational, human, per-
sonal and demonstrate clearly how 
the IDF employs the strictest moral 
standards while fghting a terrorist 
foe that callously puts civilians on 
both sides in harm’s way,” the event 
description states. 

Rice Left member and mathematics 
graduate student Kenan Ince said he 
found the description to be one-sided. 

0see IDF, page 2 

Student Association president-elect Jazz 
Silva discusses win, objectives for term 

Drew Keller & Andrew Ta 
Assistant News Editor & News Editor 

Sid Richardson College junior Jazz 
Silva will serve as the next Student 
Association president after garnering 
525 votes in the 2015 General Election, 
nearly twice as many as Jones Col-
lege junior Sandra Blackmun’s 265 or 
Lovett College sophomore Aishwarya 
Thakur’s 257. 

Silva said she was surprised but ex-
cited about winning the presidency. 

“I did not prepare myself for situa-
tions in which I won,” Silva said. “I was 
very much emotionally unprepared for 
me to win.” 

Silva credited her victory to the 
work of her supporters, particularly 
members of her own college. 

“I didn’t necessarily have a plan of 
how I was going to campaign,” Silva 
said. “[But] I had the most loyal, dedi-
cated Sidizens helping me. I defnitely 
didn’t feel like I was doing it alone.” 

Silva currently serves as Sid Rich-
ardson senator in the SA. Silva said 
her work on the SA Parking Committee 
this year demonstrated her leadership 
abilities. 

“I think that parking really got me 
a core foundation of people who really 
believed in what I was saying because 
it’s something everybody can relate 
to,” Silva said. “I think that defnitely 
helped give my campaign a bit of legiti-
macy.” 

According to Silva, students were 
much more involved in the election 
than she expected, especially in light 

of the issues with the last year’s general 
election that resulted in a revote. 

“I actually had people come up to 
me after class and ask how they could 
help,” Silva said. “I was expecting a 
larger [number] of people to be jaded 
about it, and I was so pleasantly sur-
prised that they weren’t.” 

According to Silva, she and the 
other presidential candidates had run 
on constructive platforms, rather than 
attacking one another. 

“I respect [my opponents] so much 
as individuals,” Silva said. “Running 
for SA president, I can’t compare it to 
anything else I’ve done at Rice. The 
confdence you have to have going in; 
the dedication you have to have; you’re 
not always getting positive feedback. 

0see JAZZ, page 2 
Jazz SilVa 

QEP seeks 
student 
opinion 
by Jaecey Parham 

Thresher StaFF 

A task force of faculty, students 
and administration has begun the 
process of developing a new Quality 
Enhancement Plan for Rice Univer-
sity aimed at a measurable and fun-
damental improvement in student 
education. 

The Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools requires Rice to 
create a QEP every 10 years. Rice’s 
previous QEP in 2006 created the 
Center for Civic Engagement, which 
is now the Center for Civic Leader-
ship. The goal in opening the center 
was to better integrate the Rice and 
Houston communities by provid-
ing community-based research and 
civic engagement opportunities for 
students. 

The QEP Task Force is co-chaired 
by James Weston, a professor of 
fnance at the Jones School of Busi-
ness, and Susan MacIntosh, a profes-
sor of anthropology. Weston said the 
QEP will be spearheaded by Rice fac-
ulty and will incorporate input from 
the entire Rice’s community. Weston 
said he credits the lead of faculty to 
the overall goal of the program. 

“The purpose is an initiative to 
improve student learning, which 
makes it a curricular objective,” 
Weston said. “So if it’s a curricular 
objective, then it becomes a faculty 
initiative, but [we will] gather input 
from all stakeholders in the commu-
nity— student, staf, alumni, admin-
istration, everybody.” 

Weston said the task force is 
currently launching a website that 
will allow everybody to submit their 
opinions regarding student learning. 

“We are in the process of casting 
as wide a net as possible,” Weston 
said. “We are looking at broadening 
the input to the entire community.” 

Weston said the task force will fl-
ter through the input submitted over 
the next six weeks. 

“The committee will give two 
[representative] proposals to the 
administration, Weston said. “Ul-
timately, it’s the president and the 
board’s decision about what we do.” 

According to Weston, though the 
QEP is required by SACS, the pro-
gram is not being created simply be-
cause it is obligatory, but because it 
is what should be happening. 

“We are constantly in the pro-
cess of developing and evolving 
curriculum,” Weston said. “And 
here’s an opportunity for us to 
point a focus on something that 
we’ve been up to or want to get up 
to and communicate that to our ac-
creditation body.” 

Weston said the QEP’s goal is to 
signifcantly improve student learn-
ing outcomes. The key parts to mak-
ing it a successful program are the 
administration and resources. 

“Whatever this initiative is, the 
university as an institution has 
agreed with this initiative and is put-
ting resources in place to see it hap-
pen,” Weston said. 
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SA GENERAL ELECTIONS SPRING 2015 

869 votes: Owais Syed 

858 votes: Anika Zaman 

859 votes: Isabel Alison 

864 votes: Bradley Hamilton 

SOPHOMORE CLASS REP. 

SENIOR CLASS REP. 

KTRU STATION MANAGER 

972 votes: Emily Meigs 

495 votes: Dixita Viswanath 
490 votes: Jodie Nghiem 

RICE PROGRAM COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

412 votes: Kalian Shi 

910 votes: Jeremy Kao 

RTV PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

920 votes: Rachel Gray 

RTV STATION MANAGER 
958 votes: Andrew Ta 

THRESHER EDITOR IN CHIEF 

257 votes: Aishwarya Thakur 

371 votes: Palvasha Deme 

498 votes: Sai Chilakapati 

566 votes: Jazz Silva 

265 votes: Sandra Blackmun 

PRESIDENT 

946 votes: Makenzie Drukker 

CHAIR 

TREASURER 

430 votes: Henry Blair, Alan Vu 

RICE STUDENT VOLUNTEER PROGRAM CHAIR 

935 votes: Peter Yun

 INTERNAL VICE PRESIDENT 

566 votes: Joan Liu 
422 votes: Madhuri Ventkateswar 

EXTERNAL VICE PRESIDENT 

89.45% Yes 

University Court 
Constitution Amendments 

10.55% No 

81.11% Yes 

18.89% No Blanket Tax 
Constitution Amendments 

University Court 
Referenda 

Student Assocation 

Other Organizations 

Honor 
Council 

1,200 
students voted out of 

3,904 
undergraduates 

0IDF
            FROM PAGE 1 

“If you look at the killings on both sides, 
there is an enormous … imbalance of Palestin-
ians being killed by Israelis, and I thought that 
was something they were defnitely keeping 
out of their dialogue as well,” Ince said. 

Stand With Us Central Region Program Co-
ordinator Vida Velasco introduced the event 
and said the purpose of Stand With Us is to 
convey the facts about the Israeli military. 
Velasco said she was aware of the walkout and 
preferred people stayed to promote a dialogue 
and understanding. 

“You should be informed that in Texas, it 
is a misdemeanor to create a premeditated 
disturbance, verbal or physical,” Velasco 
said. “So if you do choose to leave, please do 
so quietly.” 

Elad and another soldier, Tamir, spoke of 
their experiences in combat as well as their 
personal lives and background. 

“I don’t hate,” Elad said. “Palestinians 
are not our enemies, nor have they ever 
been our enemies. I’m here today to share 
our stories.” 

Elad said he unexpectedly came across dif-
ferent languages, religions and cultures as a 
part of the military, at which point the protest-
ers walked out of the classroom. 

“We came from the other side of the world 
to talk to you, from Israel,” Tamir said as the 
walkout proceeded. “We’d love to answer your 
questions.” 

According to Rice Left member Michelle 
Pham, the event’s lack of publicity, despite its 
controversial topic, was problematic. Pham 
also said she did not think hosting a politi-
cized event fell under the responsibilities of a 
cultural organization. 

“People have looked at Rice Hillel as a cul-
tural club,” Pham said. “Promoting Israel, the 
nation state, is a move away from that. That’s 
a diferent orientation.” 

Reiskind, a Duncan College sophomore, 
said the role of Hillel extends beyond culture. 

“Hillel deals with all aspects of being Jew-
ish,” Reiskind said. “We are in charge of help-
ing students in diferent ways, [including] con-
necting with Israel.” 

Hillel member Zach Birenbaum said he 
would be open to hosting an event with Rice 
Left regarding Palestine. 

I felt it was very one-
sided. There were only 
Israeli soldiers, and 
no Palestinians. I just 
want to know what kind 
of dialogue you were 
expecting. 

Aruni Ranaweera 
Hanszen College sophomore 

“They showed a pro-Palestine propaganda 
flm [Five Broken Cameras], and I didn’t feel 
like that was an open dialogue,” Birenbaum 
said. “So I guess you have both sides where 
we’re kind of showing both perspectives on 
the issue. 

The event continued after the walkout, 
when Tamir and Elad more explicitly ex-
plained the combat zone and Hamas war tac-
tics. During the question and answer session 
that followed, Hanszen College junior Aruni 
Ranaweera said she agreed with the senti-
ments of the protestors but planned to stay 
and listen to the presentation. Attendees ap-
plauded her choice to remain at the event, but 
Ranaweera said she questioned the goal of the 
discussion. 

“In the case that this is supposed to be a dia-
logue, I felt it was very one-sided,” Ranaweera 
said. “There were only Israeli soldiers, and no 
Palestinians. I just want to know what kind of 
dialogue you were expecting.” 

Velasco responded to Ranaweera’s ques-
tion and said the goal is to start a more nu-
anced conversation. 

“The full story of Israel is not being 
told,” Velasco said. “One of the most de-
monized groups when talking about Israel 
is the military.” 

The soldiers provided information on Is-
raeli tourism at the event’s closing. 

In a private interview, Elad and Tamir said 
it is important to remember them as regular 
people, as opposed to representatives of the 
IDF itself. 

Tamir said these events are not easy for 
him, considering how many people resent the 
existence of Israel. 

“I am the IDF soldier you’ve seen on TV in 
the last operation,” Tamir said. “I am that guy 
you allegedly saw killing and murdering those 
innocent people on purpose. I am here, talking 
to you, and that’s not me and as that guy that 
you saw in the media, I tell you one on one: I 
want peace.” 

Elad responded to criticism of bias towards 
the Israeli forces. 

“We just tell the truth, that’s all,” Elad said. 
“I’m over here because I believe in the truth.” 

0JAZZ
            FROM PAGE 1 

You need to be a strong person to even keep go-
ing, and both of the [other candidates] did.” 

Silva said she has been talking to current SA 
President Ravi Sheth in preparation for assum-
ing the ofce of president. Silva is working on 
plans to better connect the SA with students. 

“My goal, for the longest time, has just been 
to increase the visibility of the SA,” Silva said. 

When asked about her thoughts on the cur-
rent SA, Silva said that she would not disparage 
Sheth or the current membership. 

“I refuse to criticize the current SA term 
that’s going out, because they’ve done so 
much, and the senators have done so much,” 
Silva said. “I don’t feel like they let anything fall 
through the cracks.” 

Silva said she hopes to increase athlete rep-
resentation in the SA, support the recommenda-
tions of the Rice Education of the Future Initia-
tive and implement the newly revised structure 
of the student organization blanket tax. How-
ever, Silva said she is open to ideas as she fnds 
out more about the role of the president. 

“I think it would be a little stubborn and na-
ive of me to go into this with an agenda,” Silva 
said. “I’m still learning how all of this works.” 

According to Silva, she plans to work with 
the university administration rather than take a 
more confrontational path. 

“The administration [are] our allies,” Silva 
said. “You should never approach a problem 
thinking anything else ... You shouldn’t try and 
get something passed attacking the people 
you’re reaching out to for help. There’s such a 
thing as healthy disagreement.” 

However, Silva specifcally criticized the 
administration’s handling of Orientation Week 
Cheer Battle. The administration announced in 
January that Cheer Battle would no longer be 
given a sanctioned time during O-Week. 

“Students are given this power to govern 
ourselves,” Silva said. “To have a big decision 
like that go completely go over our heads, not 
brought to table — that doesn’t feel good.” 

Silva said she would be willing to publicly 
take stances on issues. 

“I would prefer to communicate personally 
on issues,” Silva said, “[Taking a public stance 
or making a statement] is an interesting ap-
proach. It’s important for students to see if their 
President is taking a stance.” 

Silva said personal communication with 
students is one of her most important priorities. 

“I want to be agreeable,” Silva said. “I have 
no other agenda than to make as many students 
as happy as possible, to serve the community.” 
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NiNgXiN CheNg/thresher 
Jones College junior Ben Young and Will Rice College sophomore Michael Wu pose in a dance to the 

On point viral Chinese song “Little Apple” as part of an annual cultural show celebrating Lunar New Year 
hosted by Rice’s Chinese Student Association with the help of Rice’s East Asian cultural groups. 

McMurtry addresses surplus housing 
with proposal to remove point bonus 

Jieya Wen 
Thresher Staff 

The McMurtry College government will 
vote on a proposal designed to encourage 
students to remain on campus at their Town 
Hall meeting on Feb. 17, according to Mc-
Murtry College Internal Vice President Sean 
Harger. The proposal intends to address Mc-
Murtry’s current housing surplus issue. 

The proposal removes housing point bo-
nuses given to students the year after they 
move off campus, which Harger said encour-
ages students to move off campus. Therefore, 
one proposal is to remove the bonus for the 
people who move off campus voluntarily but 
keep the bonus for people who apply for on-
campus housing but fail to get eligibility. 

“We will no longer incentivize people 
to move off in order to encourage as many 
people to try to get on campus as possible,” 
Harger said. 

Whether to keep the bonus for students 
who get kicked off campus instead of volun-
tarily move off campus is more questionable, 
according to Harger. 

“The process of eligibility and being 
kicked off campus is as fair as it can be, and 
a bit impersonal,” Harger said. “That’s going 
to be a decision the college is going to have 
to come to.” 

According to Harger, there are 324 beds 
at McMurtry, of which 100 are for freshmen, 
leaving 224 beds for current McMurtry stu-
dents. Last year, the number of students who 

applied for on-campus housing was less than 
the number of available beds, Harger said. 

“We don’t want to ever be in a situation 
again where we have to ask people to move 
back on campus, and it’s an awkward situa-
tion because they moved off, [so] they got a 
bonus,” Harger said. “We don’t know wheth-
er we should let them keep the bonus and 
move back or get rid of the bonus we prom-
ised them.” 

We don’t want to be 
in a situation again 
where we have to ask 
people to move back 
on campus. 

Sean Harger
McMurtry College IVP 

Harger said the number of vacant beds led 
to non-McMurtry students living at McMurtry 
and some on-campus McMurtry students get-
ting off-campus point bonuses. 

McMurtry sophomore Seth Berggren said 

he supports the removal of point bonuses for 
moving off campus to avoid repeating last 
year’s situation. 

“If we disincentivize people going off 
campus, we can hopefully retain more peo-
ple on campus, which I feel would be a very 
valuable asset to college culture,” Berggren 
said. 

McMurtry sophomore Seyeon Cho said 
she does not support the proposal because 
she believes the removal of the point bo-
nuses will make on-campus housing overly 
competitive and will not accurately reflect 
students’ preference. 

“Do you have to incentivize students to 
live on campus in order to improve the cul-
ture?” Cho said. “I feel like the order of prob-
lem and solution should be the other way 
around.” 

At McMurtry, people who have declared 
senior status, as well as the college presi-
dent, internal vice president, external vice 
president, the chief justice, scholarship ath-
letes and students with documented disabil-
ity have automatic eligibility for on-campus 
housing. Other McMurtry students will go 
through the eligibility jack, according to 
Harger. 

“We order those people by oldest, in terms 
of how long they have been at McMurtry,” 
Harger said. “The people who have been here 
the longest will be most likely to be kicked 
off campus. The only exception to this is any-
body who declared senior status. In practice, 
the juniors are most likely to be kicked off.” 

Rice moves to 
seven percent 
solar energy 

Sana Yaklur 
Thresher Staff 

Rice University has taken early steps 
toward  green power and sustainability by 
signing a one-year contract with MP2 En-
ergy, a renewable energy company. This 
agreement signifies that an average of 
seven percent of Rice’s power supply will 
come from solar energy, according to Rich-
ard Johnson, director of Rice’s Administra-
tive Center for Sustainability and Energy 
Management. 

“During the afternoon, as much as 25 
percent of Rice’s energy will come from 
[off-site] solar energy, since the amount of 
solar power we get naturally varies over the 
course of the day,” Johnson said. 

Rice had been interested in using solar 
energy for a while, but there were concerns 
regarding any extra cost the move might en-
tail, according to Mark Gardner, manager 
of Energy Strategy and Utility Program De-
velopment. According to Johnson, Rice con-
tinually indicated its interest in renewable 
energy sources to MP2 to demonstrate it as a 
topic about which they remained interested. 

“We kept signalling our interest, and it 
didn’t take long for them to catch on that it 
was something we really wanted,” Johnson 
said. “They wanted this to happen as much 
as we did. They’re a really innovative group 
and they want to be able to demonstrate 
ways that people can procure green with-
out paying extra.” 

Rice was able to formulate a plan with 
MP2 Energy to minimize cost. As a part of 
this plan, instead of paying one flat rate 
over the course of the day, Rice pays in 
hourly increments, with prices varying 
with the demand for electricity over the 
course of the day. According to Johnson, 
with this method of paying for electric-
ity, Rice would pay more for electricity in 
the afternoon, when the most electricity is 
used on campus, and less for electricity at 
night, when less electricity is used and pro-
duced via the solar panels. 

According to Gardner, another benefit 
to this incremental method of payment 
involves the solar panels installed on the 
roof of Jones College. When the prices for 
solar electricity peak, the panels at Jones 
produce the most energy. Gardner said 
because of these sets of solar panels, Rice 
does not need to purchase as much solar 
energy from MP2 Energy when prices are 
the highest. 

“Because of the shaped curve method 
[in which the per hour price of electricity 
varies over the course of the day] of paying 
for electricity, there is no change in the cost 
of electricity for Rice,” Gardner said. 

According to Johnson, this is the first 
time a commercial entity in Texas has made 
a deal with an electricity company to use 
off-site solar power. 

Johnson said Rice has been looking into 
incorporating other renewable sources of 
power as well in order to increase environ-
mental friendliness. 

“Before we made the agreement with 
MP2 Energy, we looked into using landfill 
gas, as well as wind power and other solar 
power opportunities,” Johnson said. “We’re 
still looking into using wind power, and 
we’re looking into opportunities to increase 
the photovoltaic cells on campus. Our big 
strategies are [to] use less energy and buy 
green when it doesn’t cost us more.” 

Johnson credits Gardner and Energy 
Manager Eric Valentine with being the most 
dedicated to finding cost-effective ways for 
Rice to use green energy. 



4 NEWS the Rice Thresher Wednesday, February 18, 2015 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

5 

President-elect Jazz Silva 
should look to past for 
leadership infuence 

Sid Richardson College junior Jazz 
Silva will be the Student Association’s 
next president. She received more than 
twice the votes of both Lovett College 
sophomore Aishwarya and Jones College 
junior Sandra Blackmun in the general 
election to secure the position (see p.1). 

Silva has promised to bring Senate 
meetings to the residential colleges, in-
volve athletes in the Student Association 
and implement Rice Education of the Fu-
ture suggestions and the new blanket tax 
system. However, the Thresher asks that 
Silva and her executive cabinet also look 
to the successes and failures of the cur-
rent SA administration in order to inform 
her presidency moving forward. 

Current SA President Ravi Sheth 
became leader of the SA with plans to 
“fix it.” Although his initial platform 
appeared vague and overly ambitious, 
Sheth generated tangible results under his 
administration, including the creation of 
Rice Education of the Future, blanket tax 
reformation and the pods system. 

However, Sheth did not make a strong 
enough effort to reach out to the residen-
tial colleges and maintain an approach-
able public presence. On topics concern-
ing students such as the add/drop policy 
and Cheer Battle, Sheth’s advocacy either 
did not match the student body’s inter-
ests, or he lacked a response completely. 

In order to address the current SA 
leadership’s shortcomings, we recommend 
Jazz not only to directly communicate stu-
dents’ interests to the administration, but 
to go a step further and voice opposition 
to the administration when their interests 
directly conflict those of students. Silva 
showed a willingness to question adminis-
trative action when she voiced opposition 
to Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchin-
son’s decision to remove a designated 
time for cheer battle during Orientation 
Week, and the Thresher hopes that she 
continues in this vein. 

Silva should regularly update the 
student body on her discussions with the 
administration. Her presidency provides 
an opportunity to make the SA president’s 
interactions with administration, which 
have typically not been communicated to 
the student body, public. 

However, for this plan to be effective, 
students must care about the SA. Thus, 
Silva must make student body outreach a 
priority; otherwise, there will be nei-
ther an engaged constituency to provide 
input nor an audience to witness the SA’s 
progress. 

Silva built her campaign on her ability 
to enact tangible change and a promise to 
increase student involvement. If she real-
izes both campaign objectives, the SA will 
be in a position to better serve the student 
body’s interests. 

Unsigned editorials represent the 
majority opinion of the Thresher editorial 
staff. All other opinion pieces represent 
solely the opinion of the piece’s author. 

Editorial Staff 
Miles Kruppa* 
Editor in Chief 

news 
Andrew Ta* Editor 
Yasna Haghdoost* Editor 
Anita Alem* Editor 
Drew Keller Assistant Editor 
Justin Park Designer 

opinions 
Mitch Mackowiak* Editor 

sports 
Maddy Adams Editor Julianne Wey Editor 
Evan Neustater Editor 
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Reed Thornburg Editor 
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Claire Elestwani Art Director business 
Marcel Merwin Photo Editor William Byers Manager 
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Sophie Newman Editor Cynthia Bau Manager 
Kaylen Strench Editor 
Carrie Jiang Designer * indicates member of the 
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SJP meetings should not be secret afairs 
In Fall 2012, Olivia Hansen, a former 

Rice student, wrote an op-ed claiming she 
was mistreated by members of the univer-
sity administration when she attempted to 
file harassment complaints against an abu-
sive partner, and was subsequently forced 
to withdraw from Rice. While the university 
claimed this withdrawal was for her emo-
tional well-being, Hansen maintains that it 
was Rice’s attempt to silence an unhappy 
student to protect its reputation and quality-
of-life rankings. 

Following Hansen’s alleged mistreat-
ment, the student body lost a great deal of 
trust in the administration’s ability to adju-
dicate judicial matters and maintain student 
well-being; some of this skepticism and mis-
trust persists more than two years later. 

As a whole, the university has made tre-
mendous strides to attempt to address stu-
dent concerns and regain trust in well-being 
and judicial matters. In fact, Student Judicial 
Programs — one of the bodies Hansen alleges 
was involved in her mistreatment — under-
went seemingly sweeping changes following 
Hansen’s allegations, including hiring a new 
director, Lisa Zollner. 

While I applaud the administration for 
the strides they have made, I am troubled by 
a recent trend within SJP that has greatly un-
dercut student confidence in the institution. 

On April 24, 2014, the Thresher published an 
article alleging rampant mistreatment of stu-
dents by SJP staff. Since this article’s publi-
cation, numerous rumors have persisted as 
students — past and present — have come 
forward to testify to the same crass, disre-
spectful and threatening treatment at the 
hands of SJP. 

Students who feel that they have been 
unfairly treated may file a complaint with 
Dean Hutchinson. However, SJP meetings 
are private, and students cannot record the 
exchange or bring a witness to the meeting, 
such as a Master or resident associate (except 
in cases of sexual misconduct). This lack of 
documentation makes any student accusa-
tion of SJP an immediate he-said-she-said 
matter that is nearly impossible to prove. 

However, if repeated student claims of 
abuse are truly fictitious, and the methods 
used by SJP staff are as benign as the ad-
ministration claims, why not increase trans-
parency to assuage student concerns? Dean 
Hutchinson is currently the only check on 
SJP, and given repeated and continued stu-
dent complaints, this check is clearly not 
enough. Thus, the administration should 
address these concerns directly by allowing 
students to record or bring a silent witness 
to SJP meetings. Such actions will not inter-
fere with official proceedings, but will help 

ensure that students are treated with basic 
respect and dignity. 

SJP plays a tremendously important role 
on Rice’s campus — as it should. Ensuring 
that safety is maintained should be a top 
priority for the administration and student 
body alike. However, the recent decline of 
student trust in SJP has negatively impacted 
its ability to effectively execute its duties and 
has compromised the confidence it has re-
gained since Hansen’s op-ed. 

SJP’s job is difficult enough when stu-
dents have confidence in the institution, but 
it becomes infinitely more complicated when 
this relationship becomes adversarial. While 
the outcomes of SJP proceedings are not al-
ways in line with student desires, the student 
body must at least feel that they can trust in 
the fairness and legitimacy of the process. 

is a Lovett College 
sophomore 

Griffin Thomas 

Illustration by Claire Elestwani and Reed Thornburg 

Letter to the Editor: Vagina Monologues review unfair 
Concerning the review of this year’s The Va-

gina Monologues: Let the critique of the show as 
a theatrical performance be what it is. Although 
none of the performances may be on par with Tony 
Award-winning actors like Julie Andrews, Kristin 
Chenowith or Kelly O’Hara, many of the girls on 
stage are not theatrically focused. They are, how-
ever, socially focused — all of them. For a theater 
production not flled with Visual and Dramatic 
Arts double majors or longtime thespians, the pre-
sentation of information The Vagina Monologues 
contains is still undoubtedly more entertaining 
than a textbook (i.e., Textbooks don’t moan). 

copy 
Jasmine Lin Editor 

Calling The Vagina Monologues boring be-
cause it’s been seen every single year is unfair. 
Maybe the show is boring for someone who’s seen 
the show four years in a row, but the show is not 
performed so that the same people can listen to 
girls ramble on about vaginas and their glory ev-
ery year. The show is performed for people who 
haven’t seen The Vagina Monologues before, 
people who need a reminder about why sexual 
equality and the end of mistreatment of women 
is important or people who truly believe vaginas 
are beautiful and deserve to be acknowledged in 
a positive light, if just for an hour and a half, three 

The Rice Thresher, the ofcial student newspaper 
at Rice University since 1916, is published each 
Wednesday during the school year, except during 
examination periods and holidays, by the students 
of Rice University. 

Letters to the Editor must be received by  5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to publication and must be 
signed, including college and year if the writer is 
a Rice student. The Thresher reserves the rights 
to edit letters for content and length and to place 
letters on  its website. 

nights a year. If you don’t need a yearly reminder 
by watching the show, that’s great, but the least 
you can do is spread the show’s empowering 
message and not discourage others. And if you 
don’t think The Vagina Monologues are empow-
ering, then let’s open up the conversation about 
it and why and talk to the people who do think 
it’s something powerful. Both parties could surely 
learn something. 

Marissa Hurley 
Baker College 
Class of 2018 

Editorial and business ofces are located on the 
second foor of the Ley Student Center: 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 
Phone (713) 348-4801 
Email: thresher@rice.edu 
Website: www.ricethresher.org 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of 
the Thresher editorial staf. All other opinion pieces 
represent solely the opinion of the piece’s author. 

The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA and 
CNBAM  © Copyright 2014 
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6 ENTERTAINMENT 
arts 

courtesy cory brazile 

yifan wang/thresher jake nyquist/thresher 

Clockwise from left to right: McMurtry College freshman Lenna Mendoza tackles the role of Katurian in McMurtry’s production of The Pillowman, a dystopian play set in a totalitarian state. 
Sid Richardson senior Adam Griffin plays a drug dealer in Sid Richardson’s production of Con-Quest, an all-original musical about cosplay. Justin Bernard, Jones College freshman, lounges 
next to Paul Dingus, Baker College sophomore, in the Visual and Dramatic Arts’ production of Bob: A Life in Five Acts, an offbeat comedy about the quest for the American dream. 

Rice theater groups debut new plays 
Bob: A Life in Five Acts 
Canon Lewis hits its stride and establishes a zany, fourth-wall-

For the Thresher breaking, enormously referential, hilariously in-
sane style that never lets up throughout its almost 

A 
If you are anything like me, three-hour run time. As Bob grows from brilliant, 

then you know that you are naive dreamer to cynical hedonist over the course 
destined for greatness. Or, at of the enormous road trip that is his life, he gets 
least, that is what our parents, his pants stolen by a homeless woman, falls in 

teachers and academic advisors love at a highway rest stop and works as a Star-
have told us for years. Either way, bucks barista, to name just a few of his misad-

our success is ensured by a deeply ventures. Dingus is perfectly suited for this role, 
ingrained American tradition and mythology of ably shifting from naive child to cynical old man 
greatness, symbolized in the quintessential fanta- as the plot progresses and always managing to 
sy — the American dream. Bob: A Life in Five Acts meet the level of intensity and humor demanded 
is entirely about that fantasy: the expectations it by the plot. 
generates, the people who perpetuate it and the Supporting and at times impeding Bob along 
disillusionment we all must face as we come to his journey are the characters portrayed by the 
terms with the real world. The combination of only other four members of the cast: Jones Col-
great acting, immersive staging and hilarious lege freshman Justin Bernard, Jones College 
writing make Bob: A Life in Five Acts a must-see sophomore Carmella DeSerto, Wiess College 
production. junior Vicky Comesañas and McMurtry College 

Bob: A Life in Five Acts stars Baker College sophomore Daniel Zdeblick. Each plays multiple 
sophomore Paul Dingus as Bob, a man born in roles throughout the production and provides 
a White Castle and raised on the road. From this narration and interpretive dances during the act 
less-than-typical beginning, the play quickly 0see BOB, page 7 

Con-Quest 
Alex Haer 

For the Thresher 

B+ 
Con-Quest, Sid Richardson 

College’s all-original musical, 
is an entertaining and goofy 
escapade, entwining serious 

thematic elements with light-
hearted and often hilariously 

lewd humor. Sid Richardson’s 
basement creates a cozy ambience, and the 
close quarters blur the border between audi-
ence and stage, bringing the audience closer to 
this fast-paced comedy. 

The story, conceived and written by Sid 
Richardson College sophomore Sam Pear-
son, opens with the hero and protagonist, the 
fawed but nerdily charming Roman Polov-
chik (Matthew Greene, Sid Richardson College 
sophomore) sleeping next to his “bro” Max Bor-
gensheim (Sid Richardson College sophomore 
Gabby Parker). The plot sweeps the hapless 
Roman from a comically exaggerated consult-

0see CON-QUEST, page 7 

The Pillowman 
Ellen Trinklein 

Thresher Staff 

A-
If you enter the McMur-

try College commons this 
weekend, beware. You are 
entering a world of mur-

dered children, torture and 
deceit. You are entering a to-

talitarian police state. You are 
entering The Pillowman. 

Of all the plays shown at Rice Univer-
sity in recent memory, few have been as 
haunting, terrifying or cleverly executed 
as McMurtry College Theater’s most recent 
endeavor, The Pillowman, written by Irish 
playwright Martin McDonagh and directed 
by McMurtry College senior Grant Raun. 

Pillowman begins with the interrogation 
of an author named Katurian (McMurtry 
College freshman Lenna Mendoza), whose 
short stories all too often feature the gro-
tesque murders of children. She is brought 

0see PILLOWMAN, page 7 

THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE 
The editors’ picks 
for this week s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston. 

SUMI INK ROLLER DERBY FREE FLEA ART PARTY 
Nationally recognized artists 

have been hosting public drawing 
sessions at the Rice Media Center 
to create a truly collaborative work 
of public art. This Thursday, Feb. 
19, go out and see the final product 
at the opening exhibition, held 6-9 
p.m. at the Media Center. 

Rice Media Center 
arts.rice.edu 

Football’s over now, but that 
doesn’t mean you have to wait until 
next fall to watch contact sports. The 
roller derby season starts this Satur-
day, Feb. 21 with two exciting matches. 
Women will race around the Bayou 
Music Center on roller skates, and 
pushing and yelling are not of limits. 

Bayou Music Center 
520 Texas St. 

houstonrollerderby.com 

Every college student likes a bar-
gain. Whether you’re a vintage junkie, 
kitsch collector or eco-friendly die-
hard, the Discovery Green Flea has 
something for you. Even if you’re not 
buying, enjoy free admission, snacks 
and entertainment at this fest on Sat-
urday, Feb. 21. 

Discovery Green 
1500 McKinney St. 

discoverygreen.com 

For a sophisticated Friday 
night, mingle with art lovers at 
MFAH’s Art Crowd Party on Feb. 20, 
7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The exhibition, 
“Line: Making the Mark,” features 
over 50 drawings and prints, and 
you will have the opportunity to 
make your own. 

Museum of Fine Arts 
5601 Main St. 

mfah.org 

https://mfah.org
https://discoverygreen.com
https://houstonrollerderby.com
https://arts.rice.edu
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0PILLoWMAn 
from page 6 

in for questioning by an unrelenting duo of 
bad cop-bad cop detectives, Tupolski (Wiess 
College junior Sean Doyle) and Ariel (Baker 
College senior Alyssa Dugar), about the recent 
murders and disappearances of three children 
who have been killed in the same fashion as 
prescribed by the unpublished stories. 

As the play progresses, the audience 
learns the Pillowman is a difficult play to act, 
with characters that range from abusive al-
coholics to murderers to the psychologically 
insane, and with lines that beg for an Irish 
delivery. This is no problem for this produc-
tion’s cast, however, which mobilizes — for 
the most part — its immense talent to over-
come any obstacles. 

Doyle and Dugar are captivating as a 
fierce and violent detective pair. Dugar’s per-
formance as a crazed and torture-happy, yet 
vulnerable and insecure cop keeps the audi-
ence on edge and fearful of her next outburst. 
Doyle, although sometimes hard to under-
stand, counterparts as a flippant and psycho-
pathic partner who chills to the bone. Togeth-
er, the talented duo moves the play forward 
in a terrifying and fast-paced tension. 

Though the talent in this well-cast play 
is truly robust, the best performance comes 

0bob 
from page 6 

breaks. Most notable is Bernard’s portrayal of 
a famboyant, Eastern European animal trainer 
Bob meets in a railway car, a role to which he 
brings a singular energy and charm. Similarly 
impressive is the level of comedy Zdeblick man-
ages to produce in his undeniably tragic role as 
the ex-boyfriend of Bob’s adopted mother. Of all 
of the crazy characters, however, DeSerto’s role 
as a kidnapped homicidal adolescent is without 
a doubt the funniest, even though she has only 
about fve lines in her role. 

If Bob is less than perfect, it is only because the 
volume of material it contains would be challeng-

from Smith as Michal, Katurian’s mentally 
disabled sister. Smith oscillates between ex-
pressing the cruelty of the devil and the in-
nocence of a puppy with complete mastery, 
leaving the audience unsure whether to fear 
or pity her. A good script, combined with 
Smith’s superb acting, brings out the dark 
humor of the play in a way that challenges 
traditional morality. 

The weakest performance of the lot — 
though it would not seem so weak if it was not 
paired with such gargantuan talent — comes 
from Mendoza in the lead role of Katurian. 
Though strong and unflinching in the play’s 
most emotionally potent moments, Mendoza 
falls flat when telling Katurian’s stories or re-
citing one of the many lengthy monologues 
assigned to her character. She is best when 
paired with other strong cast roles and tense 
situations, which, fortunately for the audi-
ence, occurs often. 

Jones College senior Sarah Normoyle and 
McMurtry College graduate Daniel Burns, the 
mother and father, and McMurtry College 
freshman Jasmine Lin, who plays Little Jesus 
Girl, have minimal parts but execute them 
perfectly. 

Acting aside, what truly makes this ver-
sion of The Pillowman stand out are the clever 
design tactics used to enhance the fear-induc-
ing aspects of the play — a tribute to Raun’s 
talent as director. The set design is imagina-
tive and perfectly suits the play’s needs; it is 

ing for any actor. At times it was clear that the actors 
were struggling to remember lines, but the largely 
non sequitur nature of the dialogue allowed them 
to recover well from any such stumbles. 

The actors beneft from the excellent and 
atypical staging; rather than being seated in the 
regular velvet seats in Hamman Hall, the audi-
ence is placed on stage, so close to the action that 
it is impossible not to be immersed in every scene. 
The set, composed only of two rolling shelves and 
a backdrop, is used ingeniously to represent at 
times a diner, a car, Mount Rushmore and an old 
civil rights-themed casino repurposed as a man-
sion. Along with three projectors and an excellent 
lighting setup, quick rearrangements of these two 
set pieces establish a unique mood and sense of 
place for each scene. 

Though the acting in Bob is tremendous — each 

set in the round, with audiences surrounding 
the stage at all sides. As a result, the audience 
both represents the ever-present watch of a 
totalitarian police state and bears witness to 
the characters’ most intimate moments and, 
sometimes, their minds. Multiple exits and 
entrances to the stage allow characters to 
pop up seemingly out of nowhere for shock 
value. Meanwhile, direct and simple lighting 
and minimal props (by Lovett College fresh-
man Ronnie McLaren and McMurtry College 
freshman Madison Blattel, respectively) fur-
ther focus the play. 

The two most ingenious moves were the 
use of sound (McMurtry College senior Sean 
Harger and freshman Rohit Kavukuntla) and 
costume (Normoyle) to enhance character. 
Chillingly suspenseful surround-sound music 
aids scene changes and moves long mono-
logues forward, while prerecorded chanting 
voices are used to convey the scariest instanc-
es of dialogue. The costumes are simple but 
powerful, using symbolic colors and aptly pre-
dictable uniforms to improve but not distract 
from the audience’s perception of character. 
Cleverly, black nylon is used both as costume 
and prop to depict death and darkness. 

The Pillowman may not be a play for the 
lighthearted, but it is a play for the artisti-
cally minded and is well worth a watch. 
This production has truly brought at all the 
stops to make it what it is, and it does not 
disappoint. 

character played by the members of the chorus 
feels entirely fresh and inspires some new hilarity 
— the real power of the show comes from the way 
it parodies the traditional American mythology of 
success. The dialogue is rife with branding and 
references to famous Americans; not a scene goes 
by without mention of some specifc car model or 
successful entrepreneur. This almost oppressive 
awareness of American “greatness” weighs upon 
Bob, as well as the audience, as he attempts to 
fulfll his mother’s expectation that he will be “a 
great man.” Though the tone of the show is kept 
light and humorous, Bob struggles with serious 
existential issues throughout, culminating in his 
total rejection of his former idealism in the fnal 
act. However, as with every other American trope 
that Bob addresses, this cynicism too is turned on 
its head and makes for excellent comedic fodder. 

0con-quest
from page 6 

ing job interview to an excruciatingly pathetic 
surprise birthday party thrown by Max and her 
delightfully easygoing girlfriend, Alli Cohomo 
(Hanszen College senior Jessica Henson). The 
cluttered and gritty Sid Rich basement atmo-
sphere complements the minimalist props 
and lighting, framing the narrative in a sort of 
extended fantasy realism, giving depth to poor 
Roman’s ostensibly pathetic existence. 

As the plot develops, Roman’s sole joy and 
raison d’etre is revealed to be cosplay. Although 
at times the dialogue limits itself with its consis-
tent focus on this theme, the majority of the hu-
mor is well-delivered and easily consumable by 
the broader audience. The live band’s extensive 
repertoires of inspired transitionary tunes and 
even a soft keyboard solo add verve and enthu-
siasm to the performance. However, the volume 
was far too loud during musical numbers. 

Generally excellent acting gives a certain 
resonance to the plot, with impressive emo-
tional range by Roman and beautiful onstage 
chemistry between Max and Alli. Kumar Franco 
(Sid Richardson College senior Adam Grifn) 
and Madam Landlady (Sid Richardson College 
sophomore Zara Khan) are notable for their cre-
ative comedic presentations of the stereotypical 
drug dealer and landlady, respectively. 

Serious thematic elements are delivered bet-
ter with a chisel than a hammer, and Con-Quest 
certainly takes this to heart. The lively chore-
ography and witty dialogue mask, but do not 
obscure, the play’s most central hard-hitting 
motif, the carefully developed confict between 
intransigent responsibility and playfulness. The 
daunting prospects of an adult job, sexuality 
and poverty are present but almost unrecogniz-
able due to the irreverent and farcical, but highly 
self-aware, treatment they receive. Although 
the play’s resolution largely glosses over these 
deeper themes, any frm resolution would have 
ultimately been untrue to the light and quirky ec-
centricity that is the stock and trade of this show. 

The impromptu rap “poems,” lewdly hu-
morous puns and consistent jabs at the hypoc-
risy of absolute political correctness (“That’s 
micro-aggression, man!”) make this play a hi-
larious, albeit guilty, humorous indulgence. 
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walden pemantle/thresher 

Chef Tyson Cole spices up the more traditional hamachi with segmented oranges and yuzu by adding jalapenos for an herbal heat. 

Uchi: inventive yet casual 
Walden Pemantle 

Thresher Staff 

Lately, it’s been hard to be a top chef. Res-
taurants rich in tradition have been criticized 
for being too boring, and restaurants on the 
cutting edge have been slammed for phasing 
out a la carte dining in favor of long-tasting 
menus that customers may not even want. 
Now more than ever, chefs are having diffi-
culty designing menus that come across as 
ambitious but not overbearing. Yet in that 
space between conventional and excessive, 
Tyson Cole, a 2011 James Beard Award win-
ner and head chef at Uchi, has managed to 
thrive. 

At Uchi, the dining experience never feels 
subdued or pretentious. The exuberant sushi 
chefs and hip waitstaff exude a laid-back air 
and the feeling that the coming dinner is all 
about what the customer wants. Diners can 
order a la carte, try a tasting menu or talk to 
their waiters about personal preferences and 
enjoy their own personally tailored tasting 
menu. The flexibility is refreshing. Whereas 
most top-tier restaurants serve only tasting 
menus dictated by the chef, Uchi allows its 
patrons to choose between putting them-
selves in the chef ’s hands and ordering for 
themselves. 

Whether ordered a la carte or prix fixe, 
Uchi’s food sets a remarkably high standard 
in consistency, quality and creativity. Cole’s 
dishes are full of subtle diversions from the 
traditional palette of Asian cooking. One 
won’t find anything as overt and bold as Pax 
Americana’s foie gras ice cream or Under-
belly’s vinegar pie; instead, little twists like 
dotting the excellent yellowtail sashimi with 
smoky Marcona almonds and golden raisins 
elevate Uchi’s food to an equally exciting lev-
el. The hamachi and oyster also highlight the 

raw menu with unusual garnishes. The oys-
ters are served on the half shell with sweet 
lemon ice and olive oil that wonderfully bal-
ance the oysters’ salinity. The hamachi with 
segmented oranges and yuzu feels more tra-
ditional, but instead of using Thai chilies or 
wasabi for spice, Cole uses jalapenos to give 
the dish an unusual herbal heat. 

Uchi Restaurant 

Address: 904 Westheimer Rd, 77006 
Price range: $$$$ 
Website: uchirestaurants.com/houston 

Recommended Dishes 

Hamachi, $18 for fve pieces 
Baby yellowtail with segmented or-
anges, yuzu and jalapenos 

Walu walu, $16.50 
Oak-grilled escolar with candied citrus, 
yuzupon and myoga 

Brussel sprouts, $6 
Crispy brussel sprouts seasoned with 
lemon chili 

In the cooked portion of the menu, the 
preparations are just as good, but the focus 
shifts from Cole’s creative flavor pairings to 
his mastery of diverse textures. The lemon-
chili brussel sprouts are nicely crisped on 
the outside without overcooking the satisfy-
ingly chewy insides. The oak-grilled escolar 
is seared until crisp and decorated with bits 

of candied citrus. Cole even finds ways to 
improve on the texture of foie gras, a meat 
already known for its silky texture. The foie 
gras is infused with cream and paired with 
pickled endive and whole mustard, making 
the meat even creamier and adding an acid-
ic, crunchy vegetable to offset the fatty and 
sweet liver. 

However, there are dishes that feel out of 
place on the menu. The Norwegian mackerel 
is full of pungent Nordic flavors that many 
may find too strong and clash with the lighter 
flavors of Uchi’s other plates. Likewise, the 
sea bream nigiri is an interesting attempt to 
incorporate a European fish into a Japanese 
tradition, but the result feels heavy and oily 
compared to Uchi’s more nuanced dishes. 

The wine list is split evenly between sake, 
beer, red wine and white wine, and is well-
suited to the seafood heavy menu. Each sec-
tion is fairly diverse in its offerings, with high 
quality drinks available by the glass. The 
Trimbach pinot blanc and Fillaboa albariño, 
both elegant whites full of oaky floral notes, 
highlight the wine list. The sake menu is 
mostly made up of junmai ginjo sakes meant 
to be fresh and accessible. However, for sake 
enthusiasts, the Dreamy Clouds junmai nigori 
and Demon Slayer junmai daiginjo are excel-
lent values that can be ordered by the glass. 

The dessert menu is typical of Cole’s tal-
ents with both texture and flavor. The cham-
pagne ice with rosemary and white chocolate 
is intensely refreshing. For a warm dessert, 
the crunchy cornflake coating, warm filling 
and chocolate gateau on the fried milk plate 
all make for incredible comfort food. 

The experience at Uchi is among the best 
of Houston’s dining scene. Never overbear-
ing or too fancy to be fun, Uchi has certainly 
earned its spot as the benchmark for Asian 
fusion in Houston. 

Rules for making 
reading fun and 
personal again 

Kaylen Strench 
A&E Editor 

You are doing it wrong. You’re doing it 
wrong, and I know you’re doing it wrong be-
cause I was doing it wrong too, until a friend 
of mine threw my copy of Anna Karenina out 
the window and slapped some sense into me. 
This is a guide for those of you who choose 
your next read of Modern Library’s “Top 
100 Best Books Ever Written” list, who start 
books and never fnish them or who have 
ditched books all together for Cosmopolitan 
and Buzzfeed. 

1. Make it personal 
First, understand that reading is like eat-

ing ice cream. There are books that everyone 
usually likes, chocolate and vanilla books, but 
those also tend to be the most boring. There’s 
also really sophisticated fg-tree trufe as-
paragus ice cream that you can appreciate on 
merit, but is just too much when you’ve had 
a bad day and want to simply stuf your face. 
As a reader, you need to fnd your favor — the 
book that speaks to you on a personal level, 
that is relevant to your life in some capacity 
(even if it’s fantastical or from a diferent era) 
and lights up recognition inside of you. 

2. Read at least 50 pages 
Next, give every good book a good try — 

that means at least 50 pages. That gives you 
enough time to decide if you could really get 
invested in its characters, or if you regret 
picking it up and want to just go watch Net-
fix instead. As my mom always says, “If he 
can’t make you happy, he doesn’t deserve 
you.” The author needs to win you over. That 
said, sometimes it just takes a little bit to see 
where things are going. Remember, Harry 
didn’t even get to Hogwarts until, like, a third 
of the way through the frst book. Every novel 
deserves a shot. 

3. Invest in the process 
Next, once you’ve decided you’re def-

nitely going to read whatever book it is, make 
it worth your while. You have the capacity 
to read only so many books in your life and, 
well, you chose this one, so make it a part of 
you. Write all over it, underline quotes and 
doodle in the margins. Think about it when 
you’re lying in bed trying to fall asleep. Learn 
about the author. Talk to friends about the 
book. This is not to say you should add a 
bunch of work to the reading process, just 
that a healthy excitement about what you’re 
reading will ultimately make it more worth 
your while, and you’ll get a lot more out of it. 

4. Drop the obsession with be-
ing “well-read” 

Don’t put so much pressure on yourself to 
be “well-read.” While this is a noble intellec-
tual pursuit, it can be done better by spend-
ing four to fve hours on SparkNotes, and it 
runs the risk of removing the personal aspect 
of reading, which is often times its greatest 
joy. As your third grade teacher’s annoying 
motivational posters said, lose yourself in a 
good book. It’s a nice place for an escape. 

https://uchirestaurants.com/houston


 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Baseball splits 
weekend series 
against Texas 

Longhorns 
Michael Kidd 

Thresher Staff 

Rice vs. UT Series 

2-2 
In a matchup of two of the nation’s top 

baseball programs, the no. 13 Rice Owls 
and no. 10 University of Texas, Austin split 
a four-game series played this past week-
end at Reckling Park. 

Both Rice victories came on the same 
day as Rice swept the Saturday double-
header, giving junior pitcher Blake Fox 
and freshman pitcher Ricardo Salinas their 
first wins of the season. The Longhorns, 
who trailed in both Friday’s and Sunday’s 
games, battled back to claim the two victo-
ries. Rice is now 2-2 in the season. 

The Owls scored first in the bottom of 
the first inning on a sacrifice fly by junior 
shortstop Leon Byrd to take a 1-0 advan-
tage. The Owls’ Friday night starter, Kevin 
McCanna, struck out six Texas batters 
through his first four innings of work while 
allowing zero runs. However, the Owls’ in-
ability to execute with runners in scoring 
position would come back to hurt them, 
and Rice did not see another runner cross 
home plate the rest of the game. Despite 
out-hitting Texas 10 to five, the Longhorns 
defeated Rice by a score of 3-1. 

By the Numbers 
Leading Pitchers 

Ricky Salinas (1-0, 7.1 IP, 0 ERA) 
Kevin McCanna (5.0 IP, 0.00 ERA) 

Leading Hitter 
Kirby Taylor (.643 avg, four RBIs) 

Looking to even up the series at 1-1, Rice 
scored six runs on seven hits in the first 
inning of the first game of the Saturday 
doubleheader on their way to a 10-9 victo-
ry. Senior catcher John Clay Reeves hit his 
first home run of the season with a two-run 
shot, and fellow senior second baseman 
Ford Stainback recorded four hits on the 
afternoon with two RBIs. Junior pitcher 
Matt Ditman closed the game, pitching 3.0 
innings while striking out seven batters to 
earn his first save on the year. 

In game two of Saturday’s doublehead-
er, true freshman pitcher Ricardo Salinas 
took the mound for his first career col-
legiate start. Salinas threw 6.0 scoreless 
innings while his teammates scored five 
runs through the first half of the ballgame. 
Senior left fielder Kirby Taylor led the of-
fense, going 3-4 on the day with 3 RBIs. The 
Owls won the game 5-2. 

For the first four innings of the final 
game, both teams were deadlocked at zero 
runs, but quickly changed in the fifth when 
the Owls put three runs on the board. For 
the second day in a row, the Owls’ starting 
pitching kept the Longhorns off the board 
for the first six innings of the game. How-
ever, Texas broke through in the seventh 
inning after a costly error in the outfield 
allowed two runs. With the game tied at 
three runs apiece, the two teams headed 
into extra innings where the Longhorns 
would go on to win by a score of 4-3 to even 
up the series. 

True freshman pitcher Glenn Otto ap-
peared twice in the series and faced a to-
tal of eight Longhorn hitters, of which he 

0see Baseball, page 10 

Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports 9 

Courtesy riCe AthletiCs erik WilliAms 
Senior forward Seth Gearhart drives to the basket in a 71-68 victory over Middle Tennessee State University. Gearhart, who was named C-USA Play-
er of the Week, scored a career-high 32 points against the University of Alabama, Birmingham, breaking his previous-best 31 he scored last week. 

Men’s basketball extends winning streak to three 
Kevin Mohanram 

Thresher Staff 

Rice vs. MTSU 

71-68 
Rice vs. UAB 

82-73 
Rice University men’s basketball needed 

two consecutive double-overtime wins to ex-
tend their winning streak to three games, their 
longest since December 2011. 

Rice played two games this week against 
Middle Tennessee State University and the Uni-

versity of Alabama, Birmingham. The Owls won 
both to move to 9-15 overall and 6-6 in confer-
ence play. The Owls have now won two more 
games this season than all of last year. 

Although Rice held a nine-point lead going 
into the second half against MTSU, the game 
went to overtime tied 53-53. The Owls led by 
three near the end of the frst overtime, but a 
free throw and putback layup from MTSU tied 
the game again at 66 apiece. Rice then held 
MTSU to two points in the fnal period of over-
time to take a 71-68 victory. 

Sophomore guard Marcus Jackson had a 
game-high 24 points on 47 percent shooting 
from the feld and also connected on three of 
his six three-point attempts. Junior guard Max 
Guercy also contributed 16 points and fve 
steals. 

Despite the Owls’ difculty maintaining 
leads, Rhoades said he was satisfed with the 
way the team remained focused and deter-
mined to win the game through both overtime 
periods. 

Seth Gearhart 
C-USA Player of the Week 

This week’s averages: 
21 points 
7.5 rebounds 
41.5 minutes of action 

This season: 
Average of 15.3 points per game 
40.6 three-point percentage 

“Our guys were smiling in the huddle after 
regulation and they were ready to move on,” 
Rhoades said. “We always talk about moving 
forward and making the next play. Today was a 
great example of that.” 

Against UAB, senior forward Seth Gearhart 
tied the game with 26 seconds left at 59-59. The 

0see Basketball, page 11 

https://twitter.com/ThresherSports
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marcel merwin/thresher 
Senior outfelder John Williamson slides into frst base to avoid a pick-of during the season opening series against the no. 10 University of Texas, Austin. Rice split the series with UT with two wins and 
two losses. Rice won both games of the doubleheader on Saturday, Feb. 14. Rice will next head to Tuscon, Arizona to face the University of Arizona in a three-game series beginning on Friday, Feb. 20. 

to keep it up all season.” hitting .643 with two doubles and four RBIs. Arizona in a three-game series. First pitch is 
Hitting Coach Clay Van Hook said he was Taylor said he was satisfied with the play of scheduled for Feb. 20 at 4 p.m. 0BASEBALL 

from page 9 proud of his hitters, who recorded double- the younger players. 
digit hit totals in all four contests. He cred-  “As a senior, I am very satisfied with Upcoming Games 
ited aggression and swinging at good pitches where we are at … because we could have 

struck out seven. In total, Rice struck out 17 for the .343 batting average on the weekend. been 4-0 this weekend if not for a few mis- vs. Arizona 
batters in Sunday’s game. Otto said he felt “Our hitting was successful due to the fact takes we made ourselves,” Taylor said. “Be- Feb. 20, 4 p.m. the pitching staff was prepared all weekend we were aggressive at the plate, and when we ing an older guy, you definitely want to see 
thanks in part to pitching coach Patrick Hall- got good pitches to hit, we didn’t miss them,” the younger kids and the freshmen play well Feb. 21, 1 p.m. 
mark. Van Hook said. “Our walk-to-strikeout ratio and compete, [and] I’m really looking for- Feb. 22, 12 p.m. 

“I think Coach Hallmark did a really good was very good, meaning we were disciplined ward to Arizona because they will be another Tuscon, Ariz. 
job getting us ready to go out there and com- enough to handle Texas, who has really good big test for us [as a team].” View on PAC-12 Network 
pete,” Otto said. “Overall, [our pitchers] had [pitchers].” The Owls travel to Tucson, Arizona this 
a remarkable opening weekend, and we hope Taylor led the offense over the weekend, upcoming Friday to play the University of 

Podcast covers Rice athletics 
Maddy Adams 

Sports Editor 

 The Rice community has a new digital 
source for Rice athletics news, a podcast 
dedicated to Rice sports coverage. Duncan 
College sophomore Jeremy Reiskind and Wi-
ess College senior Trevor Caswell founded 
the podcast, JR and Caz, this January. The 
podcast is updated weekly and consists of 
four segments, including an update on Rice 
athletics, an interview with a student ath-
lete, a debate between Reiskind and Caswell 
called “The Struggle” and a preview of up-
coming events in Rice Athletics. 

Reiskind said he and Caswell hatched the 
idea at the end of last semester. 

“Last semester, [Caswell] and I really en-
joyed talking about Rice Athletics,” Reiskind 
said. “We thought, ‘why not turn this into 
something bigger?’ 

Reiskind and Caswell have released four 
episodes of JR and Caz. The show tackles is-
sues on a large and small scale of collegiate 
athletics. 

Reiskind said they interview a new Rice 
student athlete each week to give listeners 
an idea of what it’s like to be a Rice student 
athlete. 

“We try to give insight into the lives of 
some of the Rice athletes,” Reiskind said. 
“We try to bring in an athlete to give insight 
into Rice Athletics in general, and more spe-
cifically on their one sport.” 

According to Caswell, the pair created the 
podcast in the hope to improve their com-
munication skills while generating interest 
for Rice athletics. 

“This podcast is a way Jeremy and I can 
improve our communication skills on air,” 
Caswell said. “We want to highlight Rice 
sports and its athletes and satisfy our pas-
sion for talking sports.” 

According to Caswell, he hopes that JR 
and Craz experience will translate into his 
future career. 

“I am trying to become a sports infor-
mation director for a college athletics pro-
gram,” Caswell said. “I see my radio skills 
as a way I can eventually positively impact 
my team.” 

According to Reiskind, the Rice commu-
nity benefits form the podcast. 

“We have heard positive feedback from 
students who enjoy hearing us speak 
about Rice athletics especially in this suc-
cessful time,” Reiskind said. “People also 
love hearing the interviews with the ath-
letes since it isn’t something that happens 
everyday. 

JR and Caz releases a new podcast 
weekly on Thursdays. The podcast can be 
accessed at https://soundcloud.com/trevor-
caswell. 

courtesy rice athletics 
Senior Natalie Beazant hits a backhand in a 4-0 loss to Baylor University on Friday, Feb. 13. Bea-
zant would go on to collect her 100th singles win against the University of Louisiana,-Lafayette 
later that weekend in a 6-1 win. 

https://soundcloud.com/trevor
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Women’s basketball 
loses fourth straight 

following defeat 
Romil Patel 

For the Thresher 

Rice vs. UAB 

59-75 
The Rice University women’s basket-

ball team fell short to the University of 
Alabama, Birmingham, 75-59. The loss 
brought Rice’s record to 7-16 overall and 
2-10 in Conference USA. 

Senior forward Christal Porter led all 
Rice players with 21 points, 15 rebounds 
and three blocked shots in the loss. Sopho-
more forward Jasmine Goodwine also put 
up 15 points in the losing effort. 

The Owls averaged a league-leading 
43.6 rebounds per game entering the game, 
but the Blazers outrebounded them 38-35. 
UAB also shot 56 percent from the field 
while taking 10 fewer shots than the Owls. 
The Blazers outscored the Owls 40-26 in 
the paint. 

Upcoming Games 
Feb. 19, 6 p.m. 
Tudor Fieldhouse 
vs. Florida International 
University 

According to Head Coach Greg Wil-
liams, Rice’s defensive play was the 
primary reason for the loss. UAB’s post 
players went 17-for-25 in the game, and 
Rice was outscored 26-40 from inside the 
paint. 

“Our perimeter defenders also got beat 
one-on-one off the dribble for several la-
yups, leading to our worst field goal de-
fense of the season,” Williams said. 

The Owls fought back after being down 
34-25 at the half. Rice pulled the game to 
within six points with 17:28 remaining in 
the game, but was unable to close the gap. 
The Blazers went on a 9-0 run to go ahead 
51-36. Rice made another run that cut the 
lead to 10, but UAB made a 8-0 run of its 
own to make it 62-44 with 9:34 remaining 
on the clock. 

Coach Williams said he was happy with 
some things his team was able to do de-
spite the loss. 

“We just missed open shots,” Williams 
said. “We did shoot a few too quickly with-
out enough ball movement … We did hit 
the offensive boards well.” 

The Owls and Porter, who will be go-
ing for her seventh consecutive double-
double, will try to bounce back at Tudor 
Fieldhouse when they host Florida Inter-
national University (3-20). FIU is current-
ly riding a 14-game losing streak and has 
won one game in their past 21 contests. 
The game will tip off on Thursday, Feb. 19 
at 6 p.m. 

The Fifth Quarter 
Weekend series shows potential for the Hill to be a lively student section 

Evan Neustater 
Sports Editor 

The Fifth Quarter is a column written by 
Sports Editor Evan Neustater. The opinions ex-
pressed in the column are solely his. 

Simply referred to as “The Hill,” the grassy 
elevation behind left feld of Reckling Park 
used to be a staple of student attendance at 
Rice baseball games. Students would bring 
lawn chairs, blankets and picnic baskets 
before relaxing for an afternoon or evening 
watching a ballgame. It’s not that this tradi-
tion is dead; in fact, it was reinvigorated on 
Friday night. 

On Friday, Feb. 13, Rice baseball held its 
opening night matchup against the University 
of Texas. Baseball season was back. Students 
and alumni focked to Reckling Park to watch 
the annual ceremony celebrating the begin-
ning of America’s pastime. 4,755 fans packed 
Reckling on a beautiful night to watch the 
matchup from the stands, and many students 
went to the Hill behind left feld to watch the 
game as a student community. 

Last season, I don’t remember there being 
a sizeable event on the Hill. Sure, from time to 
time you could see a small scattering of fans 

0BASKETBALL 
from page 9 

Owls trailed by as many as seven during the 
frst period of overtime, but came back to take 
the lead with 13 seconds remaining. UAB then 
hit a free throw to tie the game again at 71. In 
the second overtime, Rice never looked back 
and outscored UAB 11-2 to win the game 82-73. 

Gearhart, who scored a career-high 31 
points last week, had 10 rebounds and an-
other career-high 32 points against UAB. 
Gearhart shot eight for 11 from the field and 
went four-for-five from behind the three-
point line. Guercy scored 21 points and con-

sitting on the bleachers out there. But on Fri-
day night, we saw the potential this space has. 
Thanks to the Rally Club’s pre-game tailgate 
and advertising eforts, a large number of stu-
dents came out to sit on the Hill, eat, drink and 
watch our Owls take on the Longhorns. 

[Baseball] is a social 
event, a way for people 
to come together, relax 
and root for a team. 

As a student body, we need to re-establish 
the Hill as a formidable baseball student sec-
tion. It ofers a good sight line from leftfeld 
and allows for some pretty good heckling of 
the opposing team’s leftfelder. Furthermore, 
it allows for Rice students to have a common 
area to sit, converse and root on our national-
ly-ranked team. Instead of students scattering 

tributed 10 assists for his first career double-
double. 

Head Coach Mike Rhoades said while 
he was happy Rice pulled out the vic-
tory, the team needs to learn how to play 
with the lead. 

“We were playing pretty well and we had 
a lead, but we were playing not to lose,” 
Rhoades said. “You can’t play like that in col-
lege basketball. We haven’t had many leads 
like that, and late in the game we’ve got to 
get better.” 

According to Rhoades, the UAB game was 
an intense matchup that demonstrated the 
tenacity of his team. 

“Both teams played so darn hard; there 

throughout the stadium, they could come to-
gether, enjoy a beer, and watch some baseball. 

The weather in second semester (a.k.a 
baseball season) is usually pretty stellar. Base-
ball is meant to be watched outdoors with 
friends, a drink in hand and three hours of 
relaxation with the occasional moment of ex-
citement. People complain all the time about 
baseball being boring, but those people don’t 
understand the calming efects of the game. 
No, baseball isn’t as fast-paced as basketball 
and doesn’t have the hard-hitting action of 
football. But baseball is meant to be more than 
just a game to watch. It’s a social event, a way 
for people to come together, relax and root on 
a team. Also, if you’ve ever watched a ninth in-
ning of a game, you understand baseball can 
be as exciting as any sport out there. 

This season, come out to Reckling Park and 
fnd a nice spot on the Hill. Bring friends, food 
and some beer (only if you’re over 21 and it’s 
in a can, of course). It’s unreasonable to think 
the Hill will ever be as crowded as it was open-
ing night against Texas, but there are 25 home 
games remaining this season, and there’s no 
reason we, as a student body, can’t replicate a 
similar experience at Reckling on a Friday or 
Saturday night. 

was a lot of emotion out there,” Rhoades 
said. “I’m so proud of our guys and how 
we fought and kept fighting. I’m just really 
proud of the guys’ effort and their approach 
— that was a lot of fun.” 

Gearhart was named Conference USA 
Player of the Week after averaging 21 points 
and 7.5 rebounds in an average of 41.5 min-
utes of action. Gearhart currently leads the 
team in scoring with 15.3 points per game, in-
cluding a 40.6 three-point percentage. 

The Owls embark on a two-game road trip 
against Florida International University and 
Florida Atlantic University before returning 
home to face Old Dominion University on 
Thursday, Feb. 26. 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Te Schumann Brothers Grant committee is happy to 
announce it is accepting applications for the 2015 Schumann 
Brothers Grants for Creative Expression. 

Grants are available for Written Expression and Travel 
Journalism. Applicants must be undergraduate students 
involved with a Rice University student publication. 

For more information, please go to www.ricestandard.org 

www.ricestandard.org
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TORCHY’S 

sick! -est 

YELLOWSTONE
IS BETTER 

too old 

gerund? 

might actually
cost us money 

DO NOT ERASE
until 2035

Bread 

Rye-ce 

no borra 

wrong direction
too perfect 

TRADITION SLEEPS HERE 
SUBLETS HERE 

Curl bal
l? 

LOITERSHAS A TIME SHARE 

LIVES HERE 

SIGNS 

nailed
 it 

100 ft 

RICE 
OWLS 

10 ft 

1 ft 

**this isthat idea 

Athletics FUNDRAISING 

MIND map 

shirts 

How long
till the 3rd
century? 

coffeehouse
vouchers 

3-6 mafia 

PRINT MONEY 

WiFi 

Nick the IT guy 

talk to athletics
about partnering? 

athletes 
geek squad? 

FB birthday
posts? 

steve
john 

joe
WHY-fi?Carolyn

Chatfield 

Secret
weapon 

YOSEMITE 

Hello
My name is Help 

don’t talk to 
IT

why 

eduroam! 

dinosaurs dinosaurs
Dinosaurs dinosaurs! 

PRINT coffeesigns 

slogans: 
-go owls!
-Go Coogs
-tradition
-the bucky ball’s
in our court! 

No idea is a bad idea.**see exception 

? 

Behind the Scenes: Ideas of Rice’s Marketing Teams 

FUCK
YES

 

IT 

#1 
step-dad 

why 

The Backpage is satire and written by Reed Thornburg, and this week a small army collaborated. For comments or questions, please email turnt@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS @rice.edu 
WANTED 
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted. Starting pay rate is 
$20 to $32 per hour. Flexible schedules. We 
provide all training, all training is paid, and 
we pay for travel. Email your resume to rice-
jobs@testmasters.com. 

Looking for reliable babysitter to work a 
couple of days a week, with reliable car and 
a clean driving record. Preference for spouse 
of a graduate student. Provide references. 
oussar7@me.com 

Looking for a student who has a few hours 
to spare & help with after school transpor-
tation on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days 3pm-4pm. This involves picking up 
my daughter from school and taking her to 
gymnastics. $10/hour. Will pay for gas. Call 
or text Rose @ 281-785-9943. Can give more 
hours if interested. 

School Pick-up and after care needed for 
two girls (3 1/2 and 2 1/2) from same school, 
near Memorial Park. Need play time, dinner 
time, and bath time. Hours: 3-730. Pay $15/ 
hr. bbtruxillo@yahoo.com 

A physician family is looking for a part-time 
nanny from 6:30pm to 8pm during weekdays. 
Girl is 1 yo, boy is 3 yo, both in Daycare right 
next to Rice campus. Responsibilities: pick-
ing up from daycare at 6:30pm, and prefera-
bly feed them dinner afterwards (our home is 
inside TMC right on Holcombe). putao123@ 
yahoo.com 

Experienced LSAT tutor, Experienced 
LSAT tutor, 98 percentile scorer, Georgetown 
Law graduate.  Individualized high-level tu-
toring.  Go into test day confdent and ready. 
Accepting students for June exam at special 
rates.  Email LSATpro123@gmail.com for de-
tails. 

Paid intern position. Law ofce near 
campus. Part-time now and through sum-
mer. Please send resume and letter of inter-
est to freddietrich@msn.com. 

Need tutor for science and math and 
homework 5-7 hours per week in rice village 
area for fourth grade student.  Contact khura-
nas@bellsouth.net 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classifed 

advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher 
does not take responsibility for the 
factual content of any ad.  Printing an 
advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior to 
publication. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20 
41–80 words $40 
80–120 words $60 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your classi-

fied advertisement, which must be 
received by 12 p.m. on the Friday prior 
to publication. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Annual subscription rates: 
$60/year domestic 
Non-subscription rate: 
First copy free 
Second copy $5 

Cynthia Bau 
Advertising Manager 
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone 713-348-3971 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
mailto:nas@bellsouth.net
mailto:freddietrich@msn.com
mailto:LSATpro123@gmail.com
https://yahoo.com
mailto:bbtruxillo@yahoo.com
mailto:oussar7@me.com
mailto:jobs@testmasters.com
mailto:CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
mailto:turnt@rice.edu
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