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Anna Ta: So, I wanted to start off with a broad question about what the climate was like on 
campus during that semester of 1970. 
 
Ira Gruber: Well, this was, uh, a very intense period in the Vietnam War and undergraduates at 
Rice, at least the men undergraduates, were very anxious about their draft status, their ability to 
stay in school, uh, at least, uh, not to be drafted and shipped immediately to some kind of 
training, uh, facility and then immediately to Vietnam, and so, uh, in a very general sense there 
was a lot of anxiety about resistance to the Vietnam War and there were not necessarily at Rice, 
but in undergraduate communities throughout the United States there were a lot of radical 
organizations. Students, uh, uh, SDS, Students for Democratic Society. Uh, or similar 
organizations that were fueled by the war and the prospect of draft and I think that in a very 
general sense, um, that was a large background from the mid-1960s when the war intensified 
until 1972 roughly. Um, the, uh, Vietnam war was heavy upon everybody's awareness. In 
addition to that, um, the campus had been, I, I think it would be fair to say, radicalized by, uh, 
the, uh, choice in 1968-9 of, of Bill, William Masterson as president of Rice, and, uh, the 
misfortune of a committee had, that was made up of students, faculty, alumni and I think perhaps 
a member of the Board of Trustees had recommended against and was opposed to the idea of 
William Masterson, who was then president of the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, uh, 
becoming the Rice president. Uh, Kenneth Pitzer, uh, who had been the Rice president in the 
1960s had been chosen, uh, to, uh, leave Rice and go to Stanford and, uh, he was, um, just 
leaving as opposition was building, the Masterson selection and then campus-wide resistance to 
Masterson which was very intense and lasted about four days and ended abruptly with 
Masterson's resignation. He, uh, did not accept, or if he accepted, he, he resigned from the 
presidency of Rice. Um, and it had left a very bad feeling on many, in many places. I think the 
Board of Trustees was quite resentful of what had happened. Um, the faculty and students had 
united, uh, they had used, uh, KTRU, the Rice radio, uh, The Thresher. Um, they had used mass 
meetings, uh, information sessions, sessions in the colleges with speakers, um, to build a kind of 
opposition to Masterson's presidency. He resigned but it didn't, uh, remove the resentment on the 
part of the, uh, particularly on the part of the trustees and I think the trustees in general were 
thought that students were far too outspoken. The students and faculty had resisted their lawful, 
uh, selection. Uh, that might have worked if they hadn't created a committee of students and 
faculty and alumni. Uh, but they did and therefore then they had to, uh, confront the, uh, 
resistance of the co-campus and that resistance was in everybody's mind when it came to the idea 
of inviting say a radical student to come and, uh, speak at Rice and so that would be, uh, a 
general circumstance in the, um, winter/spring of 1970. So, uh, it was, uh, not a favorable 
moment to, to have, to invite a radical to campus. Uh, I think that, um, it, it probably wouldn't 



Gruber 2 
 

have been a favorable moment under any circumstance given the national climate, but it was 
particularly, uh, uh, a bad timing for, uh, the idea of a radical student in the wake of the 
Masterson affair. 
 
Anna Ta: Uh, what do you remember of the sentiment among faculty regarding the crisis? 
 
Ira Gruber: Um, I, I don't think the faculty were nearly as engaged in the Abbie Hoffman affair 
as they had been in the Masterson affair. The Masterson affair, uh, really struck them because 
they had had part, they were part of the selection process. I don't think that they had any, uh, 
except in an advisory capacity, I don't think that they had any role in inviting say Abbie Hoffman 
to the campus and that would be every student organization in those days, I think perhaps still, 
uh, would have a faculty advisor and the faculty advisor would be, uh, there to, uh, you know, on 
some occasions to, uh, perhaps, uh, you know, try to, uh, advise them on, uh, how, what, how 
such an invitation might be received. And I don't remember the faculty being invested in it. It 
didn't become a raging free speech issue if I remember correctly. I, I, I think that the faculty, uh, 
did, uh, uh, probably go across the street. Uh, I certainly did and others did. We went across the, 
uh, South Main to hear people speak in the [Hermann] park and, um, it would have been I 
remember going for example over to hear, uh, in, uh, roughly about the same time, Barbara 
Jordan speak, 'cause she was becoming well known and she was speaking at Miller Outdoor 
Theater and we went over and there was a large gathering and we had to sort of stand and sit 
'cause there weren't enough seats. Uh, so the, the faculty was, uh, broadly receptive and 
sympathetic with free speech, but I'm not sure that the particular invitation of, uh, Abbie 
Hoffman, uh, engaged the faculty as the selection of William Masterson had done. I mean that 
was, uh, almost uniformly, there were a few people on the faculty who out of, uh, maybe, uh, uh, 
sympathy for the Board of Trustees, uh, uh, belief in, in, uh, subordination, hierarchy, uh, would 
have said, oh, the board has to choose the president. Well, they would have all said that, but they 
wouldn't have all said that the board needs to stand by William Masterson after the, the faculty 
student alumni committee had ruled against him, or decided against him. In the Abbie Hoffman 
affair I don't, they weren't involved in the selection process if I remember correctly, and therefore 
they were not, uh, invested in him as an individual. Um, and I think they probably would have 
been anxious about, uh, the, uh, tendency toward violence in some cases. The Vietnam War did 
occasionally, you'll remember, bring out some shootings. Uh, the, uh, some governors in 
particular states and particular state institutions had brought, uh, uh, the National Guard or some 
body to campus to defend the place or clear the campus of radicals. Um, I, I don't remember any 
threat of that in the case of Rice. Rice is private and didn't attract, uh, this, any kind of 
governmental agency. Rice had of course its own police force and they were interested in 
keeping order. Well, but, uh, I don't remember the faculty being as engaged in this by any means 
as they were in Masterson affair and in, in a much broader sense in the, uh, war in Vietnam. Um, 
a lot of the members, I, and many other members of the faculty, certainly in our department, had 
been in the service. Uh, officers in the, particularly in the Navy and Marine Corps, Air Force 
among my colleagues, and, uh, we would have had a pretty general understanding of the 
Vietnam War. Uh, many of us had served before serve, during the Korean War or even, uh, 
several of my colleagues had served in World War II, the Pacific. So, there was a pretty broad 
familiarity with the war and with the far east. Uh, but not with the Abbie Hoffman choice. 
 
Anna Ta: Mm hmm. 
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Ira Gruber: So, I think, I think we should distinguish that. 
 
Anna Ta: Mm hmm. 
 
Ira Gruber: Uh, pretty clearly as, uh, a faculty issue. 
 
Anna Ta: Right. 
 
Ira Gruber: From the Masterson crisis. 
 
Anna Ta: On the other hand, what was, um, what did you feel the sentiment of students was 
particularly in Hanszen? 
 
Ira Gruber: Well, it was, now that's hard to tell. Um, every, every class in a college has it's own 
priorities and interests and it just happened in '69 during the Masterson crisis that the manager of 
the Rice radio station, the editor of The Thresher and, uh, uh, the present Student Association, 
uh, were all members of Hanszen College and so there was an intense student interest in the 
Masterson crisis. I, I mean I, I couldn't imagine anything that would have brought those students 
together more, uh, acutely than, than that, uh, event. Uh, but at the time of Abbie Hoffman, some 
of that seemed to have gone by if I'm re-, uh, I, it's, it's a question of intensity and the intensity 
was considerably lower I think, but that's, would be one college and colleges, in those days, there 
were, uh, six, oh, wait, uh, Lovett would have just begun, so probably seven and they were about 
to build Sid Richardson. Uh, maybe we were in between seven, seven or seven plus. Uh, and, uh, 
the colleges were, if you'll, uh, remember the colleges remained single sex colleges. The, the four 
colleges, uh, Hanszen, Will Rice, Baker and Weiss were men's colleges, Brown and Jones were 
women's and we had not quite gotten to the idea of co-ed colleges. They wouldn't come until, uh, 
1973. Um, it didn't matter because at this, uh, in this event and in Masterson crisis all of the 
students had, had, were aware of what the issues were, events. Um, the draft would have affected 
the guys acutely and not the women. Uh, it always struck me as, uh, a bad idea to draft one sex 
and not the other. That's an editorial comment. Uh, I think that countries are much better off if 
they treat everyone the same and in particularly in issues like war and peace. Those are big issues 
and everyone should have a, an intimate stake in it. 
 
Anna Ta: Mm hmm. 
 
Ira Gruber: Um, well, um, I, I, I would say that the students were not nearly as uniformly 
invested in it, and, as they had been just the previous year. 
 
Anna Ta: Hmm. What do you recall of the events regarding the Abbie Hoffman crisis during 
April of 1970? Are there any specific moments you recall? 
 
Ira Gruber: Yeah, well the, the most vivid recollection is of course, uh, the, the, uh, swarming 
over to the campus from, uh, across form, uh, I guess they had assembled at Miller Outdoor 
Theater in Hermann Park and they came across, uh, Main, South Main, and on to the campus 
and, uh, we all, somehow we knew that they were coming. I'm not quite sure where I was 
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physically, but we, we had a very vivid sense that we were about to be invaded and with the 
news of impending invasions of, uh, and people that we thought would not be Rice students, and 
it would be, uh, more inclined to violence, uh, and that they were going to assemble at Allen 
Center which was then, uh, considered to be the sort of central administration building, uh, the, 
um, there was a certain sense of foreboding, anxiety I guess, that, uh, people who weren't, uh, of 
us, would be destructive and when they came to the campus and they might bring some kind of 
violence with us, and so, um, I was living with, uh, my wife Pat and our three children who were 
then, uh,  10 and 11. We have twins and a third child and the, the children and Pat, uh, our own 
college members, undergraduate members of our college were very clear that Pat and the 
children shouldn't stay on campus and so they arranged to, uh, put them in the car and drive them 
away, uh, and we had friends who lived in a high rise, uh, over on Holcombe and so they 
collected, uh, all the family. They didn't collect me, I was expendable in the story, uh, but, uh, 
they collected them and they put them in a car and took them away with, so they would be off of 
the campus when presumably, uh, other people arrived and the, the radicals who might have been 
gathering across the street. Uh, and also in a moment of, uh, of some surprise for me, uh, they 
claimed that they would defend the college and that they had weapons to do it. So, uh, I had not 
remembered or perhaps I did not know, uh, the rules were that if you were a hunter and you 
wanted to have a shotgun or rifle with you when you came to college, came to campus for the 
fall semester, you would, uh, leave it at the master's house in his closet until you were ready to 
go hunting. Well, there were a number of shotguns and rifles that hadn't been left in the master's 
house, and so, uh, the members of the college who hadn't turned in their weapons, uh, announced 
rather prad-, proudly that they were gonna defend the college and, uh, which came as news to me 
and, um, they, uh, fortunately didn't shoot anyone and they didn't go brandishing their weapons 
about, but, uh, they claimed to be ready to, to protect all of us. Well, Pat and the children were 
gone and they were equipped and so we had to, uh, I, I think most of, most of us tried to stay 
somewhat out of and clear of the throng that might have come across the street. I don't think this 
was a, a good place to be, and, uh, I'm not quite sure how, where I was in those several hours 
when the campus was occupied briefly, but, uh, gradually then, uh, whatever took place took 
place arounds, forming around, uh, Allen Center, and eventually, uh, the crowd dissipated. Uh, 
the members of the college said there was essentially kind of all clear. It was now evening, uh, 
and, uh, they went over and collected Pat and the children brought them back to the campus. Uh, 
the children had I think if I remember correctly, done their homework in the lobby of a high rise. 
Maybe they were in their pajamas, I'm not sure about that. Uh, but, uh, something like that and 
when they got, got back to campus it was of course, well, plus, it was time for them to go to bed, 
they did. Uh, and later that evening and this was, uh, my wife Pat reminds me, this was really in 
the middle of the night, somewhere probably in the, 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning that, uh, 
President Vandiver called up from his command post because Vandiver imagined that he was 
defending the campus and commanding it's resources from his command post. I think he was in 
Lovett Hall, I'm not sure, but, uh, he called up to see if we had survived the onslaught and Pat 
was able to tell him, uh, that yes we were unharmed, we were here, the college was not damaged, 
and, uh, I don't even remember any damage to the college during the event that, I don't think 
there was any to Hanszen. Uh, I don't know that any of the, uh, throng that came across the street 
spilled over far enough. Uh, in, in the, uh, con-, architecture of 2019, of course, uh, there were a 
lot of buildings that simply weren't here. There wasn't any central parking garage for example.  
There was much more open space and the colleges I think Lovett might well have been just 
beginning, uh, and if there was anything of Sid it was an excavation. So, uh, there were a lot of, a 
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lot more space and people who came across South Main could easily have spilled over from, uh, 
Allen Center to, uh, Baker, uh, College or Cohen House or Hanszen. They were all, or, or 
certainly Will Rice, the old section of Will Rice in those days. 
 
Anna Ta: Hmm, so do you remember, um, the all-student convocation at all? 
 
Ira Gruber: Say that again, what – 
 
Anna Ta: the all-student – 
 
Ira Gruber: All student – 
 
Anna Ta: – convocation. 
 
Ira Gruber: – convocation. Gosh, I do not remember that. Uh, and I'm not quite sure why I don't. 
Uh, it probably blended into all these other events that were taking place and I wouldn't have 
distinguished it. Now I remember during the Masterson crisis a variety of venues where students 
gathered. They gathered in in their colleges, they gathered collectively in what is now the Tudor 
Field House and the basketball stadium. They ga-, gathered in the space in front of, between, that 
is in front of Lovett Hall, between Lovett Hall and South Main there was a, a, uh, a large throng 
during the Masterson crisis in these various places. But I do not remember a student, all student 
convocation and/or if, if I remembered it was blended with a lot of other, uh, gatherings and 
meetings. The Hoffman affair, the central gathering in that was the gathering around Allen 
Center at least that's my recollection and then, uh, you've reminded me that there was briefly 
some gathering around Willy, Willy’s statute. 
 
Anna Ta: Mm hmm. 
 
Ira Gruber: And he remained seated for the, he was not, he was not turned around. He just sat 
there, put up with this. 
 
Anna Ta: Yeah, do you remember Hoffman's actual speech at Willy’s statue? 
 
Ira Gruber: No, no I don't. Uh, and once again if, if, if I, if I had any foreknowledge, if I had any 
sense of it, it came and went too rapidly for, to be memorable for me. I remember by contrast 
with the Masterson affair I remember a lot of events. I mean, uh, uh, a wonderful sort of 
fathering outside of the Chemistry Lecture Hall little porch, at, uh, at the head of the stairs, 
outdoor stairs, the hall, people standing there and, and talking and, speaking to the whole of us. I 
can remember events in the Masterson crisis, uh, where individuals spoke outside of, uh, Lovett 
Hall and which, which was quite an achievement to, to give a talk to literally hundreds of people 
gathered in a great sort of circle, uh, or to, or the people who might have been meeting in the 
stadium, but and certainly in the colleges. They, each college had, would have meetings. 
 
Anna Ta: Hmm. 
 
Ira Gruber: And then linked by radio and by Thresher. 
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Anna Ta: Mm hmm. 
 
Ira Gruber: Uh, but the, uh, Hoffman affair, I simply don't remember his appearance. 
 
Anna Ta: Yeah. 
 
Ira Gruber: And, and, I, I, that, I'm, I'm taking your word for it and you, you're familiar with that 
than I, and I simply don't have any kind of firsthand knowledge. 
 
Anna Ta: Yeah, um, so those were sort of all of my, uh, pre-written questions, but if there's 
anything else that you remember from this time period or anything that I have, uh, failed to ask 
about, um. 
 
Ira Gruber: No, I, the one thing that I would say is that, uh, as you're doing this, uh, I have found 
the, having spent a lot of time writing history over, over more than half a century, um, I have to 
be really careful about, uh, what I remember and what sequence things occurred in, and the 
reason is that it's easy for us to re-arrange things historically and have our own narratives and so, 
be careful of what I've just told you. Be suspicious of it. Uh, and be careful to have a good solid 
line of timeline to know, uh, what order events took place in. So, uh, that you will have cause 
and effect more easily connected, more correctly connected. Uh, and, and that really doesn't, uh, 
that's not special to the Abbie Hoffman affair. Uh, but within the Abbie Hoffman affair, the 
things that were most vivid from my, in my memory were, uh, the fire bombing of, uh, a Rice 
office. That would have been Dean Weirum's office I think over in the, uh, what is now the RMC 
[Rice Memorial Center] and the, the, uh, this little arcade, and it was there then, between the 
RMC and the, uh, the, uh, chapel. Um, and that was shocking to, I think, all of us. Shocking in 
that it was sort of out of character. Rice students don't, don't go around setting things on fire. 
Well, if they do, they do sometimes, but we offer them treatment, uh, for probably many. Uh, 
we, we had someone in Hanszen who did that once and I advised him if he couldn't help himself, 
we'd get him help. He wasn't to set fires to things, and so that was very shocking. The, the 
bombing of the dean's office. Uh, secondly the incursion was shocking, that is the presence of a 
large number of people who aren't necessarily Rice people and who had a much more violent 
disposition than we normally we have. And then I was, uh, I would say, it was memorable to 
have the students appear with arms in their hands as a kind of militia who were gonna defend the 
place. That, that was, that was, got my attention and I also was very touched by their, uh, how 
interested they were in protecting, uh, uh, women and children which I thought was really, uh, 
good values, uh, and I would say that, uh, except for those, those couple of the fire bombing 
which was out, so out of character, and the, uh, the burning of the, the burning of the office and 
the throng around, uh, the, uh, uh – 
 
Anna Ta: Allen Center? 
 
Ira Gruber: Allen Center, yeah. Now, there was one event that took place in roughly this period 
which will give you an idea some of the strangeness and that was, uh, Sergeant Anderson, Willie 
Anderson was a very respected member of the Rice campus police, and he was shot in the face 
by someone he stopped on the inner loop and it left him, uh, badly paralyzed, well not, he, he 
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recovered from the shooting, he lived, and he recovered, but it was the, it was a tremendous 
shock to me that he was shot. He stopped someone and he went over to the car and the person 
had a, had a handgun and shot him the face and the head. Uh, I, I don't remember the sequence, 
his shooting, but it's something that did fit this kind of strange period of campus unrest and it 
didn't calm down really until after 1972. 
 
Anna Ta: Mm hmm. 
 
Ira Gruber: When the, uh, the draft and the war seemed to go away and, and people relaxed a bit. 
 
Anna Ta: All right, well, thank you so much. I really appreciate you taking your time and sharing 
your knowledge with me. 




