
 
Making Data Your Data 

Understanding the 5th Ward Through Data 

Project Overview: 

Using existing data and interviews that you conduct with people in your community, you will tell a story of 5th Ward 
experiences. 

Knowledge and Skills Needed: 

 Understanding graphs and charts (quantitative data) 

 Summarizing and analyzing interview responses (quantitative data) 

Requirements/Task(s): 

1. Select a graph or chart showing data from the 5th Ward 
2. Interpret the graph/chart 
3. Create 4-5 interview questions related to the information in the graph/chart 
4. Interview three people (try to find people of different ages, ethnicities, and genders) using your questions 
5. Create a presentation that summarizes what you found out and compares the qualitative/quantitative data 

5th Ward Data 

1. Go to https://www.datahouston.org/neighborhood/K003.html  
2. Select a graph/chart from the community overview, featured indicators, or full profile 

a. Click the three-bar icon at the top right of a graph to download it 
3. Answer the following questions: 

a. What is the main topic of the data? 
b. What information does the graph/chart give about the main topic? 
c. What story is the graph/chart trying to tell? 

Interview 

 Write questions related to the main topic that allow people to share their own experiences 

 Conduct three interviews (5-10 minutes) 
o Take detailed notes and, if possible, record the interviews 

Presentation 

 Make a Word/Google Doc to compile all your information 
o On your doc, include: 

 Your chosen chart/graph and the answers to your questions 
 Your interview questions/answers/analysis 

 Compare the quantitative and qualitative data you analyzed 
o Explain the strengths and weaknesses of both 
o Explain why having both helps tell the story better 

 Create a poster or a digital presentation 
o Summarize and present the story you can now tell with all your data 

https://www.datahouston.org/neighborhood/K003.html


 
Example: 

Ethnic Diversity in Montrose 

 

 

Data Analysis 

1. What is the main topic of the data? 
a. The main topic of this bar graph is race/ethnic diversity 

2. What information does the graph/chart give about the main topic? 
a. 73.04% of Montrose is non-Hispanic white 
b. 4.36% of Montrose is non-Hispanic African American 
c. 6.34% of Montrose is non-Hispanic Asian 
d. 14.14% of Montrose is Hispanic or Latino 

3. What story does the graph/chart trying to tell? 
a. The majority of Montrose is non-Hispanic white and very few residents are people of color. The bar graph 

says that even though Montrose has a lot of history and culture, it is not very racially diverse. 

Interview Questions 

1. How important is your racial identity in your everyday life? 
2. Do you feel well-represented in Montrose? Why or why not? 
3. How often do you interact with people of a different racial background? 
4. Do you think Montrose should be more racially diverse? Why or why not? 


