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A sapling grows 
in the new pocket 
prairie on Rice 
campus, right 
next to W iess 
College in the 
Harris Gully 
Natural Area. 
Photo ~y K,ra Chen 
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THE BUNTMOBILE Jonathan Bunt (20),  Cam Walton (20), 
Thomas Herring (20), Anthony Perez (20), and Manuel Pacheco 
(20) built a remote control couch. The idea arised after Bunt’s bike 
was stolen. Bunt was also the mind behind the upside down room 
at Martel.  “It was actually just for fun,” Bunt said. “Just 5 guys 
and a lot of  procrastinating homework.” Photo by Hannah Jackson 

     Rice University is one of hundreds of 
colleges, located in one of thousands of 
cities in the world. With a mere population 
of only 3,893 undergraduates, how do we set 
ourselves apart, outside the lines?
    Our school is comprised of a community 
of creative minds and ambitious achievers. 
Our students undertake scientific research or 
design projects in order to make our impact 
on the world.
     Some of our students travel to Africa 
every summer, delivering low cost devices to 
save lives, and others yet aid in the discovery 
of critical molecules in the laboratory.
   What it takes to accomplish these feats is 
what we refer to as unconventional wisdom. 
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     Our unconventional wisdom stretches 
beyond engineering and research. Not 
only are our ideas unconventional, but our 
traditions as well.
     Twice a month, a number of students strip 
down naked and run around the campus. 
Annually, the entire school is shut down on 
a Saturday for everyone to drink, party, 
and bike around a racetrack. Baker 13 and 
Beer Bike are among the numerous unique 
traditions that shape our experiences at Rice. 

UNBELIEVABUBBLE RPC hosts soccer bubble, in which 
students climb into giant inflatable balloons and run at each other. 
The event was planned by Hongyu Mao (20) and Neal Liang 
(19). “Organizing bubble soccer was a quite exciting experience 
because I was introducing this super creative and fun pastime to 
the rest of  Rice campus,” Mao said. “It was rewarding when I saw 
people have a lot of  fun rolling on the grass in a giant bubble, 
eating a bunch of  food, and cheering for their friends.” Photo 
courtesy of  RPC 
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Opening

the lines 

CRUNCHY OR CREAMY? A squirrel sits in the grass and licks 
a peanut butter cup that he picked up. Facebook page ‘Squirrels 
of  Rice University’ often posts photos of  campus squirrels eating 
the variety of  foods they have found. Photo courtesy of  Squirrels of 
Rice University 

     Every one of us is critical for our 
unconventional ideas and unique 
traditions to come to fruition. 
     With all of our crazy ideas, there 
are many people who support us on 
our ventures. Professors, deans, H&D, 
faculty, alumni, and even the squirrels 
are always present to provide direction. 
Our professors guide us in our academic 
careers, our faculty simplify our 
administrative issues, and so on.
     We can be like the squirrels, going 
beyond the boundaries of our school, in 
order to explore our capabilities and to be 
outside the lines. 
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“Listen to people you disagree with 
-- without trying to censor them 
or shout over them. And have the 
courage to say things that your own 
side does not want to hear.” 
-Mike Bloomberg, 

Class of  2018 Commencement
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S U M M E R
Boxes were shoved down hallways and hauled into cars, carpet 
stains hidden under dorm furniture and room keys unfortunate-
ly misplaced, and PODS doors closed and locked for the sum-
mer. As quickly as students were ushered out of  the colleges 
did they leave the Rice bubble to pursue their own adventures 
outside the lines. 

Rice-in-Country students jetted off  to foreign countries like 
Korea, Argentina, and France for a unique and intensive 
language-learning experience. Codemasters took up internships 
with Facebook and Google in San Francisco and New York. 
Many researchers remained in Houston to churn out eight-hour 
days in academic laboratories testing endogenous attention in 
mice or preventative measures against aortic dissections. 

Soon enough, a new class of  Rice students marched through 
the Sallyport, eager to start a new chapter of  their lives, and as 
with every O-Week, advisors and faculty worked hard to con-
vince new students that Rice truly had the best quality of  life 
in the nation. It wasn’t until the end of  the first week that this 
title was put to the test. Cabin fever ran high as Rice students 
were trapped by Hurricane Harvey with little to do without 
the obligation of  classes and tests. But with active minds stifled 
and welling with anticipation, the potential of  Rice students 
was nearly combustive, and students poured out tremendous 
volunteer work throughout the city of  Houston. On August 31, 
unfamiliar, warm, yellow light shone upon a new city, emerged 
out of  the floodwaters and swelling with city pride. 

In with the new, out with the old. One is silver, and the other is 
gold. 

Story by Charis Wang 
Design by Kira Chen 

SUNSET OVER IM FIELDS 
Photo by: Kira Chen 
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FIREWORKS GALORE New students 
admire the fireworks as they walk 
through the Sallyport. However, there 
were some problems with the fireworks, 
as each college only had one firework, 
and those for some colleges did not go 
off. “Although my college’s new students 
had a fantastic matriculation, fireworks 
included, I felt bad for the other colleges 
whose new students didn’t get to see a 
lightshow,” Ajay Subramanian (18) said. 
“I still thought matriculation was great.” 
Photo courtesy of  Jeff  Fitlow 

MARTEL PRIDE Jackson Schaap (18), 
Colin Nyhus (19), Errol Jordheim (19), 
and Joe Holden (18) show their Martel 
pride by painting Martel Bangs Your 
Mom, or “MBYM”, on their torsos 
during Mock Bike. This year was 
Schaap’s second time being an advisor. 
“I feel like I was a much better advisor 
my senior year than I was my sophomore 
year,” Schaap said. “In addition to having 
more experiences [and] Rice knowledge 
to bestow, I felt more organized as a 
person and better able to fill my role as 
an advisor.” Photo by Thomas Herring 

LEAVING THE NEST Danielle Kessler 
(21) hugs her parents goodbye as the 
first day at Rice starts with introductions 
to O-Week groups. Soon after the 
goodbyes, new students were quickly 
ushered into O-Week group activities 
around campus. Photo courtesy of  Rice 
University 
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O-Week  

Start of 
Something 

New 
O-Week introduces Rice's Class of 2021 
to campus life 

Hundreds of  cars arrived on campus early Sunday 
morning, bringing with them new students eager to start 
their careers at Rice. They were greeted with loud yells and 
cheers from the advisors who stood with colorful signs that 
welcomed the students to their respective colleges. 

“It was pretty funny seeing my parents’ reaction to 
everything,” Rodrigo Andrade (21) said. “They would have 
never expected people to start shouting my name as soon as 
our car pulled up. It was just surreal.” 

After moving in and saying emotional goodbyes with 
their families, new students were ushered into a flurry of 
activities, including introductions to their college A-team 
and O-Week groups and various ice breakers. 

“We played [the game] ‘Wa!’,” Eric Rodriguez (21) said. 
“It was crazy, but that’s one of  the reasons it was so fun. It 
made me feel like I could be myself  and have fun with people 
I had just met.” 

After dinner came the long-awaited matriculation 
ceremony in which the members of  the university, including 
President Leebron and Dean of  Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson, gave speeches to welcome students to Rice. 
Then as tradition dictated, the new students walked through 
the Sallyport at Lovett Hall with other members of  their 
college as fireworks exploded brightly overhead. 

“[When] I walked through the Sallyport and heard all 
the fireworks and the cheering, I knew [Rice University] 
would be my home for the next four years,” Chinthana 
Thangavel (21) said. 

The rest of  the week involved academic planning 
sessions, introductions to different policies, including that 
of  alcohol and sexual consent, as well as a barbecue at 
President Leebron’s house and Mock Bike to emulate one of 
the biggest traditions of  the year, Beer Bike. 

“The President’s BBQ was one of  my favorite parts of 
O-week,” Luis Perales (21) said. “I interacted with some 

people from other colleges that I knew and got a chance 
to meet their friends, so it was super fun being able to eat 
around other colleges.” 

Mock Bike started with advisors hollering and banging 
on their new students’ doors. 

“I was low-key aggravated when I was dragged out of 
bed for Mock Bike,” Bryan Najera (21) said. “Especially 
because at first, I thought we were being jacked by another 
college or something. But then, I started embracing the 
spirit as I realized that that wasn’t the case and stayed really 
entertained for the morning.” 

Each residential college also had its own activities for 
its new students. Baker took its students to play Broomball 
at the Galleria ice rink; Martel had their own matriculation 
ceremony through the college sallyport, and McMurtry held 
a mock Y2K party to introduce the new students to their 
spring public. 

“We had an airbrush tattoo artist, laser tag where [two] 
O-Week groups faced off  at a time, so much food, and 
amazing Y2K music,” McMurtry O-Week Coordinator Joyce 
Moon (19) said. “We had glow sticks and light up balloons, 
too, so that was super fun!” 

O-Week concluded with Welcome Back Day festivities 
and people relaxing at the Recreation Center, playing 
dodgeball and ping pong and doing yoga and Zumba. 

“O-Week coming to an end was a little bittersweet, but 
it didn’t feel like something good was ending. It felt more 
like something even bigger than O-Week was beginning,” 
Franklin Briones (21) said. 

“I’m excited to finally be a Rice Owl and to become a part 
of  the Rice community,” Olasina Awe (21) said. “Everyone 
here is very welcoming and it’s a great feeling to go to a 
university where you are part of  a family.” 

Story and Design by Emma Min 
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Summer
 

BLANTYRE After taking GLHT 360, Appropriate Design for Global Health, a few members of  the 
class were selected to visit Malawi for eight week in the summer to implement some of  the projects 
they had worked on in the class. Millie Antwi-Nsiah (18) worked on a project named the Pneumashoe. 
The Pneumashoe helped prevent bloodclots in bedridden patients by using pneumatic compression to 
stimulate blood flow in the legs. Erik Wu (19) worked with an oxygen concentrator, which purpose was 
to provide oxygen to all patients who needed it. “Being able to travel abroad and work on point of  care 
issues in a point of  care setting was truly inspiring,” Wu said. “I felt as though through this experiential 
program I was able to apply engineering design concepts beyond the realm of  the classroom and be a 
part of  the life changing work Rice is doing in Malawi.” Photos courtesy of  Erik Wu 

BARRETOS Another option for 
students to travel to after taking GLHT 
360 was Brazil because Rice 350 had a 
collaboration with a cancer hospital in 
Barretos. Elisa Arango (20) and Shravya 
Kakulamarri (20) took technologies 
from Rice 360 to share with hospitals for 
feedback. “The teachers are amazing,” 
Arango said. “The work they do in the 
Rice 360 program is really inspiring.”
     Despite the work, Arango and 
Kakulamarri made sure to have time to 
enjoy the culture. The two dressed up 
to recreate a marriage. “Shravya was 
the woman, and I was the man,” Arango 
said. Photos courtesy of  Elisa Arango 

(owl) ar summer sees students 
traveling all over the globe 
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HOUSTON While some students traveled the world for a 
global summer experience, others stayed at Rice University 
for various research projects and lab work. Peter Suzuki (19) 
conducted research in Francois St Pierre's Neuroscience 
Department at Baylor College of Medicine as part of the 
Bionetworks REU. Suzuki’s project entailed making a 
screening pipeline for making better f luorescent proteins. “It's 
work, but research is all about learning and decision making; 
that’s what makes it interesting, that something you can 
mostly only do over the summer,” Suzuki said.  Photo courtesy 
of  Peter Suzuki 

Story and design by Erik Wu and Joanna Yang 

COPENHAGEN As part of the Danish Institute for Study Abroad 
(DIS), Mike Hua (18) traveled to Denmark for four weeks. Hua took 
a class on Urban Design, where he learned about architecture and 
design of cities. Hua also traveled to the Netherlands and took a class 
on Bicycle Urbanism, which centered around creating cycling friendly 
cities. “The coolest part was living on the biking,” Hua said. Photos 
courtesy of  Mike Hua 

l) around the world 
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Summer  

When Harvey


Hurricane floods Houston, Hitcauses rampant damage 

Summer 2020 



Hurricane Harvey  

Students began the first day of  classes on Monday, August 
21, with freshmen wandering about clutching paper campus 
maps and returning students relieved to start off  with syllabus 
day. By the middle of  the week, news that a tropical storm 
named Harvey had regenerated strength emerged, and concerns 
about a Texas coast natural disaster loomed over Rice students 
and Houstonians’ heads alike. On Thursday, August 24, after 
Harvey had strengthened into a Category 1 hurricane, Rice 
issued the first emergency email acknowledging the storm and 
explaining the steps that the Crisis Management Team would 
be taking. Sure enough, with Harvey expected to make landfall 
near Corpus Christi Friday night, the hurricane strengthened 
to a Category 3 storm by the end of  the week, and the state of 
emergency across the city became more severe. Houstonians 
scrambled for gas and water, and Rice announced its closure for 
the entirety of  the weekend. Students living off-campus were 
encouraged to stay at Rice, as Rice has been known to be one the 
safest places protected against natural disaster in the city. 

When Harvey finally made landfall, Corpus Christi, 
Rockport, and Victoria, Texas were severely hit and damaged. 
Little did southeastern Texans know that Harvey was far from 
over. While coastal Texas suffered through Harvey’s wind, 
Houston was granted Harvey’s water. Saturday night brought 
the first 20 inches of  rain over Houston, and the downpours 
lasted through Tuesday afternoon. The bayous easily spilled 
over their banks, flooding homes, stores, and commercial 
buildings across the city. Slowly but surely, Rice closed down 
the campus one day at a time until Tuesday, August 29 at 9:31 
a.m., Rice announced closure for the rest of  the week. Houston’s 
northern suburbs, the residences of  many families including 
those of  Rice faculty, were especially hard hit, with water rising 

up to six feet in some homes. Fortunately, central 
Houston suffered from relatively little 

flooding, but administration at Rice 
was, nonetheless, on the alert. 

SA President 
Justin Onwenu 
(18), Dean Hutch, Rice 
Housing and Dining, and 
the entirety of  administration      
leadership banded together to make 
sure that Rice was safe. Power and running 
water were maintained on campus, and generous 
amounts of  staff  remained on hand throughout the entire 
week of  Harvey. H&D proved to be the students’ unsung heroes 
by working out a plan that involved 50 H&D staffers forming 
a “rideout crew” that stayed close to campus during the whole 
week to take care of  Rice students. While H&D provided free 
meals every day, students gave back in thanks by providing  
staffers with help in preparing meals and with toiletries 
when staffers ran low. H&D even made sure that the stranded 
squirrels on campus were fed with plenty of  peanuts. 

HELPING HAND Pictured from left to right, Jessie Lyle 
(20), Aylin Diaz-Valladares (20), and Victoria Oliha (20) 
help clean out homes damaged in Hurricane Harvey. They 
were some of  the many students who offered a helping 
hand to survivors in need throughout the city. They peeled 
drywall, replaced wooden beams, and helped salvage the 
lives of  many who felt all was lost. Photo courtesy of Rice 
University Public Affairs 

As the surge of  the storm subsided, Rice students            
became determined to help Houston. The Doerr Institute 
quickly established the Rice Harvey Action Team (R-HAT), 
a volunteer sign-up program aimed at helping  hard-hit 
communities recover through food banks, shelters, and house 
demolition and clean-up in a variety of  organized trips. 
R-HAT transformed a student populace struck with cabin    
fever into an incredibly actionable one. 

“I was overwhelmed by how much our city was hurting and 
felt so thankful and almost guilty about how lucky we were 
to not really be affected by the flooding,” Aparna Narendrula 
(18) said. “After the storm, I volunteered with R-HAT and was 
amazed by the spirit and resilience of  our community.” 

“I was not doing much during the storm,” Dana Smith 
(18) said. "I felt sheltered and safe and very separate from 
everything happening around me. Afterwards, we all just 
wanted to move on and help Houston recover.” 

Some found other means of  reaching outside the hedges. 
Narendrula also wanted to reach out beyond physical aid.“I 
hope to help our Houston community cope by focusing on 
supporting one of  the most vulnerable groups in Houston: 
refugees,” Narendrula said. “I volunteer with PAIR to support 
refugee children. I hope that the support of  us Rice students 
will help these refugees cope and build healthy lives for 
themselves and their families in Houston.”

     By the end of  the week, Houston had received 52 inches 
of  rain and suffered $50 billion in damage. However, as the 
city gradually recovered from Hurricane Harvey, students 
could reflect and realize that they as Houstonians and as Owls 
could make a significant impact beyond the hedges. When 
the time came to take care of  fellow Houstonians, students 
came together in a remarkable show of  action and love. It is 
important to keep that spirit alive, to reach outside the hedges, 
and to appreciate those who make Rice so strong. In the face 
of  any hurricane, you can be guaranteed that nothing will be 
able to knock Rice’s spirit down. 

Story by Charis Wang and David Cirillo 
Design by David Cirillo 
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Summer
 

LAST BOAT NOT LEAST Joanne 
Zhou (21) and Vicente Iglesias (21) 
build a makeshift boat to traverse the 
flooded roads, which they named the 
‘SS Hurricane Watch’. Made out of 
cardboard, tape, and garbage bags, 
the real challenge was ensuring 
the boat could float. “This was a 
sincere attempt to see if  a homemade 
cardboard boat could be used as an 
emergency transportation option, 
inspiring incoming students with 
the Rice spirit of  innovation and 
unconventional wisdom,” Nishant 
Verma (19) said. Photo courtesy of 
Robyn Maddux 

What the Flood?
 

Boredom causes students to get creative
      As Harvey quickly escalated from a tropical storm to a 
Category 4 hurricane, students from Rice hunkered down to 
weather out the storm. Those living off  campus scrambled to 
make living arrangements with friends housed on campus, while 
others hurried to grocery stores to stock up on food. 
     “We already had a lot of  macaroni and spaghetti, so our arms 
were weak from preparing,” Nikhil Chellam (20) said. “Knees 
were heavy, but got to make some of  mom’s spaghetti.” 
     Torrential downpour drenched Southeast Texas, causing 
widespread damage and flooding. In some parts of  Houston, 
tornados touched down, and several thousand found themselves 
displaced from their homes. Fortunately for Rice, damage was 
minimal and flooding receded soon after the rain stopped. 

     “The second floor walkway at Lovett was pretty flooded, and the 
water was almost under a lot of  our doors,” Justin Berry (20) said. 
“Many second floor students were working to unclog the gutters, but 
then RUPD came and put sandbags in front of  our doors.” 
     After so many days trapped indoors, students needed an outlet for 
their boredom. Many headed to the rec center for a workout, leading 
to a very crowded gym. Others stayed indoors and played games or 
made baked goods, and a few decided to get ahead on school work and 
studied. Regardless of  the activity, everyone found a way to stay busy 
throughout the hurricane. 
     “I think I drank three bottles of  wine,” Wendy Wu (18) said. 

Story and Design by Joanna Yang 
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no lane 
ropes
two Wiessmen go 
swimming in flooded 
west lot
     Despite the barrage from Hurricane 
Harvey, Jacob Song (19) and Riley 
Gardell (19) didn’t let rising water levels 
dampen their spirits. The two Wiessmen 
trekked out to West lot in swimming 
trunks and pool floats for some fun. 
Because most people had moved their 
cars indoors, the flooding in the parking 
lot inadvertently created a large outdoor 
swimming pool.
     “We were practicing how to stay afloat 
for midterm season,” Song said.
     Besides making it into the Snapchat 
stories of  many Rice students, several 
photos of  Song and Gardell also made 
it onto online news journals, including 
the Washington Post. Photos courtesy of 
Scott Olson 

BUMP, SET, SPIKE Blake Coleman 
(21) prepares to serve the volleyball 
over the net as his team members look 
on. Bored members of  Brown college 
set up an outdoors volleyball game, 
despite the wet field. “Originally we 
were going to have a beach day and 
chill out on lawn chairs, but everybody 
from the floor wanted to join in so 
we thought why not play volleyball?” 
Cody Staab (19) said. Photo by 
Matthew Franklin 
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A U T U M N
A sea of  heads bobbed up and down in front of  Fondren 
Library, engulfing the base of  Willy’s statue, weaving in and 
out of  each other. They scurried about, passing around special-
tinted glasses printed with “NASA”, anxious and hopeful faces 
intermittently tilting up towards the sky. 

The gathering turned the academic quad into a mosaic of  Rice 
students. Freshmen came straight out of  O-Week, tired and 
brainwashed with college pride but eager to enter into the hum-
ming rhythm of  college life. Adventurous students came back 
from trips abroad, equipped with a fresh viewpoint from outside 
the lines. Others were ready to finish the year as soon as it had 
started. 

While Harvey left Rice relatively unharmed, the rest of  the 
city suffered from much worse conditions. At the same time, 
Houston’s beloved Astros were finding sudden success in the 
2017 season and landed in the World Series to play against the 
L.A. Dodgers. With an entire disheartened Houston community 
desperate for a victory riding on their shoulders, the Astros 
finally smashed the Dodgers 5-1 in game seven, catapulting 
every Houstonian spirit right out of  the floodwaters. 

On the first day of  school, every face was lifted to the sky at 
1:14 PM. The moon crossed over the bright, summer sun in a 
supernatural juxtaposition of  nature, a trans-continental solar 
eclipse, and students took the opportunity to pause in wonder 
of  the beautiful world and the things that were to come as they 
eclipsed into a new year. 

Story by Charis Wang 
Design by Kira Chen 

FOURTH FLOOR SEWALL: EMERGENCY ROOM 
Photo by: Kira Chen 
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Mr. Rice, Esperanza, and more 
activities take place during 

homecoming week 

H 

CENTER STAGE Johnathan Berry gets up 
on stage to tell jokes for his performance. 
Berry competed as Mr. Wiess. Photo courtesy 
of  Camp Kesem 

MONDAY 
Students were greeted by a cornucopia of  local 

Houston specialties, with dishes from the likes of  Canes 
and Tacos-a-Gogo, sending a variety of  aromas into 
the air. Our own Rice Coffeehouse also brought out 
treats for all to enjoy, and offered students the chance 
to win a gift card. While participants munched on these 
refreshments, they had the opportunity to listen to 
music and watch a show from Rice’s very own student 
groups. The Rice Philharmonics, Mariachi-Luna-
Llena, and the Lowkeys filled the air with harmonies 
as they performed many pieces in the Central Quad. 
Spontaneous Combustion also made an appearance, 
entertaining students with their improvisations. The 
Central Quad also featured a booth complete with henna 
tattooists, a photobooth, and a stand where students 
could pick up homecoming apparel including shirts and 
stickers. 

TUESDAY 
Camp Kesem’s annual show packed the seats of  the RMC Grand 

Hall on Tuesday night, as the “Bachelors of  Rice” competed to claim 
the coveted title of  Mr. Rice. The bachelors were called one by one to 
the stage, with one stand-out introduction coming from Daniel Koh 
(20), who hails from Jones College. He strutted out onto the runway in 
a Tyrannosaurus Rex costume, entertaining the crowds with his dance 
moves and small arms. Following the introductions, each bachelor 
performed an act that was judged by well-respected individuals in the 
Rice community, such as famed economist James “Jimmy” DeNicco. Mr. 
McMurtry [Davis Nelson] (20) dazzled the crowd with his unicycling 
abilities, while Mr. Sid [Swapnav Deka] (19) charmed the ladies with 
his vocals. Other bachelors opted to dance for the audience - Mr. Martel 
[Vincent Gonzales] (19) chose a Salsa Dancing routine, while Mr. Wiess 
[Johnathon Berry] (20) took a different approach with his lap dancing 
routine. At the end of  the night, the crowd was full of  suspense as it 
awaited the judges’ decision. After careful consideration, Mr. Jones was 
declared the winner, causing the audience to roar with applause. 
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HOME SWEET 

e 
e during 

eek 
WEDNESDAY 

GRAND FINALE Homecoming weekY wraps up with Esperanza, hosted by RPC. Students were treated to a night at the 
Esperanza took place at Minute Maid Park. movies on Thursday as they entered thePhoto courtesy of  Camp Kesem 

pitch black theater of  the Sid Richardson 
Commons. The latest installment of 
the Spider-man series, “Spider-man: 
Homecoming” slung its way onto the 
projector and entertained students with 
flashy scenes and humorous moments. In 
the back of  the theater, the crowds were 
enticed with a fresh selection of  Shipley’s 
Donuts, pumpkin pie, and Coffeehouse 
coffee. 

FRIDAY 
The soaring arches of  the Union Station Lobby of  Minute Maid Park loomed 

over the crowd of  students covering the dance floor. Tunes rattled the glass 
windows while neon lights bounced across the hall, bathing the suit-clad dancers 
with a luminous aura. DJ Friendzone manned the turntable at the front of  the 
room, entertaining the crowds with his use of  beat drops and cross fades. Some 
students could be found towards the back of  the room, either at the photobooth 
collecting tangible memorabilia of  the night or munching on cookies and other 
treats. Upstairs offered a different experience. The elevator opened to a grand 
cocktail lounge, with white drapes lining the walls. A trip up the spiral staircase 
led one to a rooftop balcony, complete with jazz music that floated into the starry 
sky. The balcony featured swing dancing atop the wooden ground, lifting students’ 
spirits and feet high into the air. This year’s Esperanza gave students a night to 
remember at Minute Maid Park. 

Story and Design by Will Mundy 

LIVING LIKE A KING Daniel Koh (19) 
hugs Matthew Lee as he is crowned the 
winner of  Mr. Rice. Koh dressed as a 
dinosaur for his performance. Photo courtesy 
of  Camp Kesem 
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Star Light, Star Bright


Dance with the S


Rice celebrates Esperanza at the home o



LITE BRITE THOUGHOUT THE NIGHT At Esperanza, attendees were able to 
create lit pictures with the Lite Brite stationed to the side of the dance floor. The Socials alumni tailg 
provided other forms of entertainment in addition to the Lite Brite, including two the annual fall f 
photobooths and the jazz band stationed at the rooftop. “We initially wrote ‘Esperanza 

Committeeon the Lite Brite but it disappeared pretty quickly because people played with it, Vivian 
Wong (19) said. Photo by Thomas Herring houses the Houston Astros 

far from campus 
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snacks in the lounge area. 
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11/11. There is a phr 
theme came from because y 

and listened to music pla 
TWIRLING THE NIGHT AWAY Juliette Turner Jones (20) and Cameron Walton (20) 
dance together to music played by DJ Friendzone. The dance floor was in the Union coupled with the liv
Station Lobby of Minute Maid Park. “I loved Esperanza 2017, especially the rooftop jazz ma 
music. It added a fancy, sophisticated air to the party,” Turner Jones said. “Holding the 

definitelevent at Minute Maid right after the Astros’ win also made the evening extra special. 

Shout out to RPC for an amazing event! Photo by Thomas Herring
 with m 
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After a week of  various activities including Mr. Rice, a carnival, and 
alumni tailgate, Homecoming 2017 came to an end with Esperanza, 
the annual fall formal planned by Rice Program Council’s Socials 
Committee. This year, Esperanza was held at Minute Maid Park, which 
houses the Houston Astros. 

“We wanted a venue that was more unique than hotels and not too 
far from campus,” the Socials Committee chair Vivian Wong (19) said. 
“Minute Maid was one of  the options and after [we visited the venue], 
we saw how we could fit our vision [of  Esperanza] into it.” 

Coincidentally enough, the Astros won the World Series a few weeks 
before Esperanza, which increased the hype for the event. “I really 
enjoyed this year’s Esperanza. The [venue] resonated with me because 
I’m a sports fan and bringing the university out to the Astros’ stadium 
was really cool, especially since they are this year’s World Series 
champions,” Alex Kim (19) said. 

The stadium’s spaciousness was one of  the factors that attracted the 
committee. The Socials set up two photo booths in the lobby, decorated 
the rooftop with lights and glowing table centerpieces, and provided 
snacks in the lounge area. 

“It had separate rooms that could be utilized differently - the rooftop, 
the lounge area, the Union Station lobby, etc. - which gave us a lot of 
space to do a variety of  things,” Wong said. 

“I really liked the venue,” Cindy Ryoo (19) said. “I’ve never been to 
the stadium, so it was really cool to go for the first time. It had a lot of 
places away from the dance floor for people to sit and talk, including a 
couple of  outdoor areas.” 

The rooftop, which many cited as their favorite part of  the venue, 
partially inspired the theme of  Esperanza, “Star Light, Star Bright.” 

“We wanted to incorporate the idea of  being under the stars,” Wong 
said. “We also came up with the [theme] because Esperanza was on 
11/11. There is a phrase ‘11/11 make a wish,’ which was where the 
theme came from because you associate wishes with stars.” 

From the rooftop, many attendees admired the night view of  the city 
and listened to music played by the jazz fusion group Steve Cox’s beard. 

“I didn’t spend a lot of  time downstairs because the view outside 
coupled with the live music and cool night air was like living inside a 
magical romance movie,” Kyle Dickens (19) said. “My highlight was 
definitely dancing to the jazz music with my date or taking pictures 
with my friend group in front of  the Houston skyline.” 

The jazz band, which includes Wesley Ducote (16), Evan Flack 
(18), Angel Garces (18), Sam Rossum (20), Brian Dang (18), and Luke 
Connors (19), played music all night long on the rooftop. 

“Playing at Esperanza was downright thrilling. One of  our original 
songs is named after the Houston skyline, so it was a really surreal 
experience to get to play right in the thick of  it,” Connors said. “It was 
definitely a new experience working with RPC to organize the night 
and figure out the logistics involved with playing at Minute Maid Park, 
and I think the payoff  was really rewarding.” 

However, there were some aspects of  Esperanza that people did 
not enjoy as much. Some attendees were not thrilled with the music 
selection. 

“A lot of  my friends made music requests and they were ignored, 
which is not a big deal, but it’ll be great to see better diversity in music 
in the future,” Nifemi Adebara (18) said. 

Other problematic aspects included the elevators at the stadium and 
transportation to and from campus. 

“The elevators (going to the roof) broke down halfway through the 
night, which was slightly inconvenient because people had to take the 
stairs (especially in heels),” Ryoo said. “As usual, transportation to and 
from the venue was extremely busy and not worth the wait, so my 
friends and I ended up ubering there and back.” 

Wong commented that transportation [has always been] a difficulty 
with Esperanza. 

“Buses get backed up or they all arrive at the same time instead 
of  being staggered, which was something we couldn’t really control 
because of  traffic conditions,” Wong said. “We did try to be more 
proactive about it this time and had a volunteer stationed at Sallyport to 
keep us up to date about the conditions on campus.” 

Despite these problems, the general feedback about Esperanza has 
been positive so far according to Wong. 

“I think people generally liked what we did with the venue. In 
hindsight, all the difficulties that I was stressed about worked out in the 
end,” Wong said. 

“The Socials of  RPC really stepped up Esperanza, bringing us to 
such a great place to have a fun night,” Kim said. “It was nice to relax 
and enjoy chill vibes [on the rooftop] after stressing all semester.” 

Story and Design by Emma Min. 
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Lucille Tang (19) is one of  two co-presidents of  the 
new Rice Art Club. The art club has hosted multiple 
events in its inaugural year and is hoping to form 
traditions. 

“Art has always been a passion; for me art is a 
thought form, too. I see myself  getting really serious 
about those creative aspects of  art. Learning about these 
different art forms as a creative side-hobby helps me in 
the future because it helps me look through the world 
with a creative perspective. Having the frame of  mind 
of  art helps me see a future I wouldn’t have been able to 
see otherwise. 

“How I view it is that life isn’t a linear path at all. 
In this new age and era, there is potential for you to 
go through different scopes of  life. I do see myself  as 
an entrepreneur, being able to create a business, and 
innovate in the world of  business. We look at these 
different scopes as very individual, but you can combine 
them together. You can be a chef. You can be a graphic 

designer - with other people to help you, obviously. 
Everything can be merged together. 

“The intersection of  things is really beautiful. It is 
your own. It is personal. It’s your own interests merged 
all together. Honestly, even though they’re so different 
if  you’re passionate about all those things, you might 
just be the best at that intersection.” 

In the end, ideas will only ever matter if  you act. 
“Being unconventional- you have to not fear being 

rejected. If  everyone’s thinking this way, you have to 
question why. Why do people think you have to be in 
stem to be successful? Why do you have to go through 
all these steps in your career? Questioning why lets you 
see that you don’t necessarily have to do that or go down 
that path or that you could do something that people 
aren’t doing.” 

Story and Design Rishi Ramesh 
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Rice Art Club

POPPING ART Sabrina Hernandez 
(20) recreates the style of  iconic 
comic book pop art at the Rice Art 
Club's Halloween Makeup event. 
She uses the guise that it provides 
to sneak into Chipotle for their 
three dollar burritos and bowls for 
Halloween. Photo by Rishi Ramesh 

BLOODY MARY It s not every 
day you see a dead woman walking 
the streets, nor is it today. This 
exceptional makeup was applied over 
the course of  an hour using nothing 
more than common household 
supplies: tissues, cornstarch, cocoa 
powder, and cotton swabs. Photo by 
Rishi Ramesh 
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Hot Topic 
Former Vice President Discusses Climate Change 

As 6:30 p.m. comes closer and closer, the atmosphere inside Tudor 
Fieldhouse changes. The air warms as hundreds of  excited students, 
faculty, and visitors rush in to claim their seats to listen to Former Vice 
President Al Gore discuss climate change. After winning a Nobel Prize 
in 2007 for his efforts in education and reformation regarding climate 
change, he has since continued to speak about the heated issue. 

Al Gore visited Rice on October 23rd to continue informing others 
about this topic. As he walked onto stage that night, anticipation was 
palpable in the air, and the audience showered him with applause. 

“I really appreciate the warmth of  that welcome,” Al Gore said, at the 
sound of  the claps. 

He launched into his speech and explained the structure of  his 
presentation, organized around three central questions: Do we really 
need to change? Can we change? Will we change? 

Throughout the speech he answered these questions one by one with 
a firm and definitive “yes.” 

He captured the attention of  the audience by revealing how climate 
change affects the Houston area, specifically linking it to the cause of 
Hurricane Harvey, which brought dangerous weather to the Houston 
area just two months before. 

“One thing I particularly enjoyed about the presentation was how he 
had so many examples related to Houston and how our city has been 
affected by climate change,” Osmond Wen (18) said. “This made the 
presentation feel fresh and relevant.” 

According to Al Gore’s collected data, 93 percent of  the extra heat 
caused by human pollution is trapped in the oceans, which increases the 

temperature of  the oceans and leads to more intense hurricanes. This 
may be a reason why Hurricane Harvey was so destructive. 

Al Gore also revealed in his presentation that the energy trapped by 
human-caused pollution currently is equivalent to 400,000 Hiroshima 
atomic bombs every single day per year. These electrifying statistics 
froze the room with concern. 

“The statistics were super shocking in a way that opened my eyes to 
what the issues were,” George Dyre (21) said. “The only way things are 
going to change is if  we change our habits.” 

At the end of  the speech, the energy of  the audience was at a 
high point. The environment was one full of  excitement and pride as 
listeners began to believe that they, too, can make a change. 

“I’m trying to recruit you,” Al Gore said. “I’m trying to persuade you 
that our future is at stake. I want you to join our team.” 

Some students agreed that change must be made. 
“It’s important to take a look at our planet and see what’s happening 

to it and how we need to change,” Dyre said. “It starts with a few 
people, and then more people will follow along and hopefully, we’ll get 
the whole world to recognize [climate change] is an issue.” 

As Al Gore departed the stage to thunderous applause, he urged 
the audience to “remember that political will in itself  is a renewable 
resource.” 

Story and Design by Claire Carpenter 
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THE QUESTIONS HEAT UP 
After his presentation, Al Gore 
answers questions submitted by 
the audience members prior to the 
event. Photo by Julia Wang 
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“Will we change?” 

“Can we change?” 
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Fall  

Fashion is a precarious thing. Jump into it, 
then move past it, developing your own style. 
This fall, however, there are a few things to 
look out for. Neutrals are always in style, and 
this year, faded colors are making a comeback 
too. Pair your neutrals with an abundance of 
oversized garments (no, not jewlery). Utilize 
oversized shirts, trench coats, turtlenecks, 
and denim to complete your fall look while 
staying cozy, showing off  your oversized 
clothing while cinching it at the waist. For 
some flair, pair it with a Chelsea Boot, a 
loafer, or even a beret. If  you like glasses, 
get some wire frames or some completely 
clear pairs. Utilize faded pinks, purples, and 
greens. If  it’s getting cold, invest in some 
down and a beanie (Carhart’s beanie business 
is booming at the moment). If  you’re having 
a bad hair day, try a baseball cap (not a 
snapback). There are so many colors to 
try for, but pinks and blacks are always 
fun. Metallics are also a trend that is 
here for now, so if  you’ve ever wanted 
to shine bright, now is your time. Never 
be afraid to express yourself  in the 
clothes you wear. And always try to 
find your style through thrift shops 
or other second-hand outlets! It’s 
cheaper, better quality, and so much 
more environmentally friendly. 
There are a bunch in Houston, just 
go to Montrose! This fall, don't be 
afraid to go out of your comfort zone.         

Story and Design by David Cirillo (18) 

NEUTRAL TONES David Cirillo (18) poses 
against a white backdrop. He is embracing 
a highwaisted jean with a turtleneck, a style 
consistently classic. The neutral tones of  of  the 
turtleneck match most colors, and the loafers give 
it an extra flair. Photo by David Cirillo (18) 
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Fall Fashion  

LEATHER AND LEISURE Miranda Morris 
(18) leans back in leather pants, a trend that pairs 
the tight-fitting pant with a nice oversized jacket 
for emphasis. Her natural hair and her red lip 
compliment the neturals of  the outfit with some 
color, and her black boots maker her leather look 
even more fierece. Photo by David Cirillo (18) 

DENIM FOR DAYS Cindy Ngyuen (18) leans 
on Miranda's chair as she shows off  her pink and 
denim ensemble. The denim is faded, and the tones 
of  the denim are coordinated perfectly so as not 
to clash. The oversized jacket compliments the 
tight fitting jeans as well. The pinks are slightly 
different, showcasing a gradient as she wears the 
whats-old-is-new again popularized beret and a 
pink knitted shirt to match. 
Photo by David Cirillo (18) 
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RISE 

Rice Dance Theater performs annual showcase 
 

Right before the start of  Thanksgiving break, Rice challenged and stepping up the plate,” Raissa Mathura 
students and faculty had the opportunity to attend (19) said. 
Rice Dance Theatre’s annual fall concert on three This year, RDT also welcomed two guest 
consecutive nights. The two-hour showcase displayed choreographers—Rebecca French and Bryan Peck—for 
fourteen intricate routines, most of  which were further insight in developing acts for the performance. 
choreographed by the dance company’s own student Rebecca French is the founder of  Ash Danceworks, a 
members. contemporary performance group based in Houston. 

“It was really fun to have students choreographing She choreographed a modern piece that involved live 
and it was also incredibly cool to see how creative and video footage of  the dance from an aerial view. RDT 
talented everyone is,” Emma Redford (20) said. students are no strangers to professional help; the 

The show featured work by Anna Seballos, Freya dance group participates in weekly technique classes 
Wang, Grace Jenkins, Kira Luscher, Laney Baker, with the artistic director as well as experienced guest 
Matthew Brehm, Rae Holcomb, Raissa Mathura, instructors from the Houston dance community. 
Rebecca Nikonowicz, and Shannon Wang. The concert also featured a performance by BASYK, 

The theme of  this year’s fall showcase was Rise. dance group on campus inspired by hip hop and K-pop. 
“We chose Rise as the theme for the fall concert 

for a lot of  reasons. It symbolizes Houston as a whole Story and Design by Monika Karki 
rising up post Hurricane Harvey and rebuilding. Most 
of  the RDT pieces were about struggle as well, so 
the Rise theme depicts the dancers overcoming their 
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SILENT STORY Grace Jenkins 

(18) performed in one of  the 

routines directed by a Rice 

student--Matthew Brehm. “In 

this scene, I had been left behind, 

but my friends soon came back 

for me and all was well,” Photo 

courtesy of  Rice Dance Theatre 

HUG IT O U T Matthew 

Brehm (20) perfor ms a lyrical 

pas de deux with Freya Wang 

(20). “Our dance e xplored to 

what lengths people would go 

to preser ve their love. At the 

end of  the piece we realized 

hat nothing will tear us apart,” 

Brehm said. Photo cour tesy of 

Rice Dance Theatre

 BETTER IN PAIRS Emma 

Reford (20) and Sofia Opel (21)

cross arms while twirling past

each other. “It was my first 

semester at RDT but I felt really 

comforatble with everyone

because they put so much effort 

in getting to know me,” Emma 

said. Photo courtesy of  Rice Dance 

Theatre 
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Rice students share their favorite 
networks and their reasons why MEDIA 

2018 

Snapchat 
18.2% 

WHICH 
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 Instagram Facebook PREFER? 26.5% 

Survey taken 50.6% 
at the 2018 
 
Boba Distro 
 

with 170 
 
Rice student 
 
participants.
 


Twitter 
4.7% 
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“That’s how I get my daily dose of  
memes.”
NIKHIL CHELLAM (20) 

“Memes and Messenger.”
MICHAEL LEE (20) 

”Perfect place to embrace your 
inner corporate sell out self."
WIN SOON (18) 

“Instagram is probably my favorite 
platform. I feel like sharing pictures 
of  memorable experiences allows 
us to connect with people in ways 
other social media platforms may 
not (I wouldn’t say anything on 
Snapchat is memorable is the 
same sense of  the word). As well, 
I feel like my feed is a nice way 
to organize some of  my favorite 
memories, and make it easy to 
reflect on my favorite experiences 
of  the year.”
ARIEL FELDMAN (20)

“Instagram because they have a 
better suggestions algorithm that 
actually shows me what I want to 
see and blocks irrelevant memes.”
XINDI DUAN (19) 

“I like that Snapchat photos only 
last a few seconds, so you don’t 
have to look your best in the photos 
you take. It feels more genuine and 
real.”
ERIK WU (19) 

“Probably Snapchat since I like to 
use it both to message people and to 
keep in touch with friends not here 
in Houston.”
CAROLINA DE SANTIAGO (19) 

“I probably use Snapchat too 
much. But I like how I can send 
mass snaps to people to start 
conversations and keep each other 
updated on lives without wasting a 
lot of  time messaging each person 
individually. Once in a while you 
get people from high school who 
comment on your stories and you 
get nostalgic thinking ‘wow I 
haven’t talked to her forever but 
I missed our friendships in high 
school.’”
YUNNIE HUANG (20)

“My favorite social media platform 
is Snapchat. Its really quick to use, 
and it allows me talk to my friends 
what seeing what cool things they 
get to do. Snapchat really lets me 
talk to my friends and learn about 
their daily interests at the same 
time! Though the new update is 
awful…”
CHRIS ZUPAN (19)

Design by 
Kira Chen
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BELLA Y SENSUAL Leah Olivo (21), Kimberly Olea (20), Lupita Galvan which was wha 
(20), and Laura Vargas (20) perform Reggaetón to “Bella y Sensual” by “My main eRomeo Santos, Daddy Yankee and Nicky Jam. This was Olea’s second 
time participating in Ritmo. “Performing at Ritmo was amazing. Ritmo is Brea 
HACER's chance to highlight different aspects of our culture and celebrate str 
them, so it’s always fun to get the chance to be a part of that,” Olea said. “Not lyrics w 
only that, being on stage is a thrilling experience. I got to participate in the and English. Although the song madance numbers my freshman year and I liked the experience of being on 
stage so much, that I decided to do it again.” Photo by Emma Min students 

students can rela 
MOVE TO THE RHYTHM Courtney Wang (18) twirls on the stage with e
her partner Alberto Maldonado (18). They performed the merengue, a dance 

an elite univfrom the Dominican Republic. “I absolutely loved performing at Ritmo! It’s 
one thing to be a Rice student. It’s another thing to be a Rice student who 
brings their culture to Rice,” Maldonado said. “I really appreciate the effort merengue
of all of our dancers and choreographers (and the VPs who put it all together, his last.
and all the College Reps who sold tickets, and all the volunteers, and the list 
goes on forever). As a performer, and not just an officer, you really get to see 
and feel the grit of this show.” Photo by Emma Min in 
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Ritmo  

Bailar al Ritmo


HACER celebrates Hispanic and Latinx culture with Ritmo 

The fall semester ended with hand clapping and hips shaking at 
HACER’s annual cultural showcase, Ritmo. The show, planned by 
the club’s vice presidents Ileana Martínez (19) and Arlen Suarez (19), 
provided food from Café Cuba and various performances from Rice 
students and the Houston community. 

“I wanted to make sure this year’s Ritmo had a lot of  energy and 
everyone involved truly enjoyed themselves doing so,” Martínez (19) 
said. “When the performers look like they’re having fun, the audience 
has fun. That energy is contagious. So I wanted to make sure my 
performers were doing it as less of  a favor to me and more for personal 
enjoyment.” 

The show started off  with Colima Folklorico, a traditional folk dance 
from Mexican state of  Colima by Ambassadors International Ballet 
Folklorico. 

“I really enjoyed the outside act that they brought in,” Dessy 
Akinfenwa (19) said. “It was a group of  girls and boys and they 
performed a traditional dance. It was such a cute and colorful 
performance and I really loved seeing how those young kids were 
already being rooted in their culture [and] tradition through dance.” 

Other acts of  the show included “Breathe,” performed by Isabel 
White (18) and Juan Sebastian Cruz (16), and the merengue, 
choreographed by White. 

“Last semester I was in the Salsa, Merengue, and Bachata LPAP, 
which was what inspired me to choreograph for Ritmo,” White said. 
“My main experience has been in singing. As a musical theater fanatic, 
Breathe has always been a favorite of  mine to sing. [It] depicts the 
struggle of  a first generation Hispanic college student. I felt that the 
lyrics were clear, blunt, and powerful, using a combination of  Spanish 
and English. Although the song may not relate to all Hispanic college 
students, I felt that a lot of  the Hispanic community and other Rice 
students can relate to the social and academic pressures that one 
experiences from professors, friends, and family, as a result of  attending 
an elite university.” 

For president Alberto Maldonado (18), who also performed the 
merengue, this year’s Ritmo was especially meaningful because it was 
his last. 

“I am going to miss Ritmo a lot. As someone who has been very 
involved with this cultural event, I can see myself  attempting to 

recreate this event in other schools or communities I will be a part of 
in the future,” Maldonado said. “HACER has allowed me to explore 
a part of  my culture that I never got a chance to do before coming to 
Houston. We are HACER because we get things done as the Latinos of 
Rice. I'm going to miss that, but I won’t ever forget about it.” 

Aside from the merengue, the show also included multiple dances, 
one of  which was reggaetón, choreographed by Kimberly Olea (20). 

“Reggaetón is a generalized genre that essentially all Hispanic 
cultures across Latin America share. It’s fun, it'’s exciting, and the 
different beats really make everyone want to move,” Olea said. “I wanted 
to be able to bring some of  that fun to the stage, so I chose [not only] 
popular reggaetón songs that I knew our Hispanic students would love, 
but also reggaetón songs that had just become mainstream in American 
pop culture, so that everyone in the room could enjoy the number.” 

The closing act of  the night was Mariachi Luna Llena, who 
performed multiple songs including “La Bikina,” “La Negra,” and 
“Cuando el Destino.” Matthew Anaya (19) had been a part of  the 
mariachi as a violinist for two years. 

“The best part [of  Ritmo] is always the energy that the audience 
provides during the performance,” Anaya said. “We chose the specific 
setlist because it includes some iconic mariachi songs as well as high-
energy and passionate songs that we love playing and that we thought 
the audience would respond positively to.” 

For Martínez, Ritmo provided her with an opportunity to showcase 
the diversity of  Hispanic culture. 

“Even though we are united by our language, the Hispanic 
experience drastically varies with who you ask. In our officer team 
alone, we have students of  Colombian, Salvadoran, and Cuban descent 
and our membership represents many more countries. Ritmo ended up 
representing elements of  Mexican, Cuban, Puerto Rican, Dominican, 
and Argentinian culture,” Martínez said. “Hispanic and Latin-American 
people, in and outside of  the U.S., have been in the limelight for the past 
couple of  years for obvious reasons, and the revocation of  DACA in 
September brought it much closer to home for Rice students. Therefore, 
I was so grateful to have the opportunity to cast my culture in a positive 
light and show that it’s rich, beautiful, and here to stay.” 

Story and Design by Emma Min. 

ME GUSTAS MUCHO Mariachi Luna Llena performs “Me Gustas Mucho,” 
with Andrea Galindo-Escamilla as the main vocal and Matthew Anaya (19) 
on the violin. The mariachi performed after returning from a long day of 
competitions out of town. “We love going to Ritmo every year because it is 
one of the few times where we get to perform on stage for a large audience. 
Even though we were tired, we would never back down from an opportunity 
to play for our fellow students as well as participate in the great celebration of 
Hispanic culture that is Ritmo,” Anaya said. Photo by Emma Min 
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Boba: also known as tapioca tea, bubble tea, pearl tea, and the one 
item that will make any Rice student brave walking across campus in 
the middle of  finals. The tea has been a staple of  East and Southeast 
Asian cities for years, originating in Taipei, Taiwan in 1986. It's a trend 
that has been circulating around the United States for years, and in 
mainstream stores for a better portion of  the decade, but at Rice, this 
trend just keeps on growing. Many people will drive to places such as 
Kung Fu tea to get some. Others, such as Aparna Narendrula (18) will 
even take the bus. It’s proved so popular that a teahouse opened in Rice 
village. There is even an Owl-owned boba business called East West 
Tea. The extensive network of  boba stores in such a close proximity 
alone speaks to the popularity of  the drink. It’s no longer just tea 
anymore, either. Boba comes in coffee, tea, even horchata at some places. 

“I have so many treasured Rice memories centered around trying to 
find late-night boba on campus with friends, waiting in insanely long 
lines to get free boba, or crashing random club events to get my boba 
fix. Boba has helped me start friendships, strengthen them, and get 
through the worst of  the late night Fondy study sessions,” Michelle 
Tran (18) said. 

Just because it’s on a continuous rise doesn’t mean everyone loves it, 
but everyone knows what it is, and most everyone has tried it. 

“Boba is great, but I don’t really get the hype. Unless it’s free!” 
Mandy Quan (20) said. 

And at Rice, it often is. At RPC events, even in some serveries on 
Wednesdays. It’s a social draw as much as a culinary one. When there is 
free boba, you know people will show up, even if  they don’t really know 
what your event consists of  and even if  they aren’t the type to buy it on 
a regular basis. 

“Boba is literally currency at Rice,” Quan (20) said. “It’s amazing 
how willing people are to line up outside of  the servery for it every 
Wednesday.” 

Those lines go quickly and the boba usually runs out early into the 
dinner period. It’s also a currency in terms of  actual money. Clubs get 
food trained often just to sell boba, and if  you walk into the RMC there 
is a good chance you will find a few people next to a cooler full of  taro, 
thai tea, jasmine tea, and all the flavors you could want. 

Is boba actually a trend at Rice that people are willing to buy? The 
answer seems like yes for most people. But if  it’s free, almost everyone 
is on board. Perhaps this lends itself  to a more pressing question for 

Favorite 
Topping 

Favorite 
Flavor 

the boba addicts at Rice University: what will happen once students 
leave Rice and can no longer get their free boba fix? Luckily Rice is 
trending the same direction as the United States as a whole, with boba 
growing at large rates across the country. If  only it were free. 

Story, Photo, and Design by David Cirillo 
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What do Students Prefer?


174 students were surveyed on 
 
their bubble tea preferences
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Twenty-two years ago, my parents moved to the U.S. in search of  something better for their children. My dad, my two older sisters, and my mom, still pregnant with me, arrived. For my 21st birthday, I received more rights from the federal government than just the right to legally drink. I finally sponsored my undocumented par-ents for their residency. The anxiousness, curiosity, and joy that comes with being brought to a home they hadn't seen in years, helping to reunite a family once separated by a wall, solidified my duty as their son. 
With the end of  DACA, fear and anxiety resurfaced within the immigrant community at Rice, in Houston, and throughout the nation. My sister is a DACA recipient. Was a DACA recipient. She came to the U the age of  only three. I was born only a few moths after 

.S. at 
my family’s arrival. Leidy, the DACA recipient, struggled through most of  her life to attain a bachelors of  science degree from University of  North Texas in aviation logistics. She struggled to pay her way through school as she was considered an “international student” and was not qualified for federal financial aid. 

INVVISIBLEISIBLE
 
August 31, 2017: A hurricane had just destroyed 

much of  the city I was living in. Deferred Action 

for Childhood Arrivals, DACA, which my sister 

was a recipient of, was one week away from being 

phased out by the Trump administration. I 

instinctively grabbed the earliest bus ticket I could 

find to Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico. This 

specifc Thursday was special. It was the first day 

my parents returned to Mexico after gaining 

residency. 


She cried. He cried. They cried. We cried. With 
tears in his eyes, a quiet quiver in his voice, he 
simply said “ya llegamos.” We’ve made it. Apá 
hugged his mom for the first time in eleven years. 
Amá was reintroduced to her own home after 22 
years of  being locked out. Twenty-two years. 
That’s my entire lifetime. I am a mixed status 
22-year old. My parents are undocumented. Were 
undocumented, rather. 
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She struggled to make her way to her dream job at a Fortune 500 company and a well-known name within her field at Southwest Airlines. My sister is the epitome of  the DACA recipient: high-achieving, deter mined, and hindered. It’s became apparent to me that if  these same students, the DACA recipients, have the same op-portunities that Rice students have, they would be right here at Rice or at other elite schools doing just as well, or better. The only thing missing is a chance to prove themselves. 

With news of  the termination of  DACA, we as a community can hopefully make conversations as to how Rice can move forward and how we can move forward as a nation. Rice has already made important strides led mostly by student groups, such as creating DACA.rice. edu. Now, we must ask ourselves what we can do next to help not only our peers at Rice, but our community outside of  Rice.  

Story courtesy of Alberto Maldonado (18), 
 President of HACER 

Design by David Cirillo 
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AMERICANS 

UNAFRAID From left to right, Michael Nguyen (20), Elizabeth 
Hang (19), Michael Do (19), and Santiago Garcia (20) stand 
together, wearing shirts designed in 2017 by Cindy Nguyen (18) 
in support of Dreamers at Rice and beyond. Garcia is a Will 
Rice sophomore, an integral and well known part of the Rice 
Community, and a Dreamer. He has shared his story on various 
platforms such as the Rice Thresher and now the Campanile as 
his country nears a precipice surrounding his basic rights. Garcia 
hopes to garner attention to this issue that will affect many others 
like him. Photo by David Cirillo 
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SKY HIGH Madison Nasteff  (19), 
Eliza Martin (19), Spencer Moffat 
(21), Madeline Eschberger (18), 
Kel Bordwine (21), and Alejandro 
Torrebiarte (21) jump for joy as 
the Astros pass by in victory. They 
found the room and energy in all 
their excitment to jump despite 
facing a hot and crowded afternoon 
in downtown Houston. Photo by 
Charis Wang 
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World Series

one small step for the Astros, 

one giant leap for Houston 

Ticker tape flying, sweat abound - I 
was here. Along with hundreds of 
thousands of  others. The Astros had won 
the 2017 World Series championship. As 
someone who had never had a penchant 
for baseball or sports in any regard, this 
was a strange moment. Everyone around 
me was celebrating something I would 
usually not care about in the least. 

But here I was, celebrating with them 
at the Astros parade to welcome the team 
home. The streets were packed like mice 
in a small cage, the light-rail so crowded 
that no one could fit into a single car once 
it reached Rice. In fact, METRO set a 
record for single day ridership at almost 
400,000 passengers, and even with trains 
coming every 4 to 6 minutes - another 
record - they were still packed full. The 
occasion was huge, an event that strained 
even the capacity of  the sprawling city 
of  Houston. 

But there was a reason that an 
estimated 750,000 to 1 million people 
came out to celebrate. The games were 
nailbiting, with the Astros only obtaining 
victory in the seventh and final game 
against the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

However, it was also a time to revel in 
Houston’s pride, in Houston’s strength, 
and in Houston's recovery. 

After Hurricane Harvey hit, Houston 
came together. It persevered. But this 

win felt so extraordinarily well-deserved 
in part due to Harvey, due to Houston's 
resilience, and its need for a win. 

“It was needed and deserved,” Kseniya 
Anishchenko (19) said. 

We needed to not only come together 
in tragedy but also in something to 
celebrate. Rather than being on the 
national news for a natural disaster of 
record-setting quantities, we were on 
the news for being the best, for winning 
despite previous disaster. 

That’s why I was there that day. And 
even though I couldn’t see the Astros 
players over the array of  phones and 
people climbing fences and walls, their 
presence was felt. 

“It was electrifying and exciting,” 
Emma Min (19) said “Don’t get me 
wrong - the experience was tiring and 
dehydrating, but it was one that showed 
how strong Houston could be when the 
people come together.”

 “Houston showed up stronger than 
ever after a serious setback with Harvey,” 
senior Dana Smith (18) said. 

Sure, we had the ability to overrun 
our public transportation to the point of 
disrepair, but more importantly, we are a 
force to be reckoned with, in sports and as 
a city. 

Story, Photo and Design by David Cirillo 
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DOOR DECOR Bakerites spruce up their doors 
in hopes of  winning the Baker Christmas Door 
Decorating Contest hosted by CJ Jeremy Palmer 
(19). Photo courtesy of Baker College. 

IT'S GETTING HOT IN HERE 
President Natalie Swanson (18) 
and her roommates hop onto the 
otherwise neglected Baker Library 
fireplace as they attempt to take suite 
pictures for their fridge. Photo by Rice 
University 

SLEIGH Amina Matin (20), a co-
advisor from Brown College, treks 
across campus to partake in Christmas 
festivities with her friend Vicky 
Martell (20). Photo courtesy of Baker 
College. 
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Feliz Navidad
 

We want to wish you a merry (baker) christmas 
 

Bright and early on a random Friday morning in 
September, instead of  the pleasant sound of  birds 
chirping, you rudely awaken to “Feliz Navidad” 
blasting at full volume through the window. “What 
is that all about?” you wonder as the repetitive lyrics 
follow you out of  bed, through all your classes, and 
disturb your afternoon nap. 

And then it hits you. 
BAKER. CHRISTMAS. 
Christmas comes but thrice a year at Baker 

College—Baker Christmas, actual Christmas, and 
Beer Bike. There are many theories circulating about 
how this beloved holiday came to be celebrated, but 
most people agree on a common origin story. A few 
years ago, there was a Bakerite whose birthday fell in 
September and he decided to have a themed birthday 
party three months before Christmas rolled around. 
Ever since then, the idea stuck. 

The festivities start the Monday leading up to the 
Christmas public party. Students listen to holiday 
tunes as they eat their meals in Baker Commons. 

O-week groups, roommates, and friends don their 
ugly Christmas sweaters and Santa hats and perch 
on the mantel of  the Baker library fireplace to take 
annual “family pictures.” Students even compete to see 
who can decorate the most festive cookie in college 
coordinator Ms. Veronica’s office. 

All of  these activities lead up to the Baker 
Christmas public. Held in P-Quad, students from all 
the residential colleges gather to jam out to holiday 
music with their friends. Rebecca Francis (20) and 
her co-social, Emma Reford (20), worked hard in 
the weeks leading up to the public party to keep the 
tradition alive and thriving. 

“The party went really well,” Francis said. “We 
definitely had a better turnout than expected. Overall, 
we had a good time and we hope the people who came 
did too!” 

Story by Monika Karki and Jia Kim 
Design by Jia Kim 
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Bow Down, Witches 

HE DID THE MASH Lead singer Brice Todd (19) 
sings the Halloween hit, “Monster Mash.” The three 
year-old Maggie Brown Band welcomed new members 
this fall just in time for the show. “It was really cool to 
see freshmen involved, and they sounded great,” Robyn 
Maddux (20) said. Photo by Kyra Lasota 



Brown  

Brown College celebrates Fall Associates' Night
 


Witches and phantoms and vampires, oh my! 
Brown College’s semi-annual Associates’ Night was 
a night to remember. The Halloween theme played 
into every aspect of  the event, with students and 
associates alike dressed up in costumes. Food, catered 
by Housing and Dining, included favorites such 
as salmon and mozzarella sticks and a dessert bar 
complete with cakes and ice cream. Maggie Brown 
Band performed well-known Halloween tunes, such 
as the “Monster Mash” by Bobby Pickett and “Every 
Breath You Take” by The Police. 

Mathias Adamu (21) enjoyed speaking with his 
associates about Brown’s history and transformation 
over the years since they themselves had been 
students there. Upon learning about how different 
they found it, Adamu wondered how Brown would 
continue to change in the future. In light of  a recent 
shift in focus to identify and maintain what Brown 
College represents, an effort called “Brown to the 
Future,” Adamu took advantage of  Associates’ Night 
to become more familiar with Brown history and was 

inspired to do his part in shaping the future of  Brown. 
“Seeing them excited about the present of  Brown 

and the future got me excited about what I can do as 
an alum,” Adamu said. 

Elie Dullea (20) and Ashley Fite (20) coordinated 
with college coordinator Nancy Henry to organize 
and hold Associates’ Night. This event was the first 
big step in Dullea and Fite’s mission to revitalize 
the associates’ program. Their favorite part of  the 
evening was seeing everyone happy and talking with 
their associates during dinner. They had a great time 
coming up with the theme, planning decorations, and 
brainstorming the details of  the event with each other 
and Henry. Overall, the girls had a fantastic time 
working together, and their work definitely showed in 
the successful event. 

“It’s bittersweet when the night ends--happy we’re 
done planning but sad that it’s over,” Dullea and Fite 
said. 

Story by Niki Parekh 
Design by Kyra Lasota 

51 



Fall52  

SQUAD UP Autumn Engebretson (21), John Sheehan 
(21), Shruti Shah (21), Vatsala Mundra (21), and 
Lauren Palladino (21) spend time relaxing and chatting 
at the Dunc-tank before heading to the waterslide 
during College Night. Photo courtesy of Duncan 
Historian 

SPIKEBALL SHOWDOWN Cole Crawford (19), 
Jacob Behling (18), and Daniel Cohen (20) enjoy an 
intense game of  SpikeBall, a favorite among FITQ 
activities. As popular as this particular sport has 
become at Duncan, soccer, frisbee, volleyball and 
football throwing are also common sports that students 
participate in during FITQ. “SpikeBall is a mix between 
volleyball and four-square with a net in the middle,” 
Behling said. “The games can get really intense and 
are always very honorable.” He goes on to explain that 
SpikeBall is so popular that traditions have developed 
such as “clapping after the volley, defining the distance 
that you have to stand from the net when serving as an 
Iris length (Iris is a student at Duncan), and a coming 
up with a SpikeBall slogan (5 pillars, 4 players, 3 hits, 
2 teams, 1 winner, unlimited honor).” Photo courtesy of 
Duncan Historian 

HOLD ON TIGHT Kari Leigh Brinkley (19), Katie 
Mackall (19), and Cole Crawford (19) tumble down the 
waterslide while holding hands to stay together. This 
group of  friends decided to try going down the slide 
together which Brinkley confessed was “a good idea in 
theory” but that it didn’t end up going as planned. “I 
was just trying not to get hit at the end by everyone 
else,” Brinkley said. “It was a little bit less together 
than we were expecting” But after all, despite the 
resulting bruises, “it’s all in the name of  fun.” Photo 
courtesy of Duncan Historian 
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F.I.T.Q. 
Dunc-tank, Dunc-fam, Dunc-luv 

After a long, grueling week of  midterms, papers, and endless problem sets, 
Duncaroos of  all ages are excited for a light at the end of  the tunnel - Friday in the 
Quad, or FITQ. 

“Whether you stay for 30 minutes or for the whole time, FITQs give you a chance 
to de-stress from the prior week (and satisfy your hunger with free food),” Jacob 
Behling (18) said. “The themes and activities of  the FITQs are usually fun and allow 
for the expression of  Duncan culture.” 

While it is true that the special themes and activities Duncan occasionally has 
bring an extra layer of  fun, another student, the Dunc-tank certainly makes the 
Duncan FITQ experience unique. It gives Duncaroos a cool water pong location, a 
relaxing hangout spot, or an opportunity to throw on a swimsuit and go for a dip.

 “I always look forward to FITQ on Fridays, after all of  my classes are over. It is a 
nice relief  at the end of  the week to be able just to hang out,” Natalie Goddard (21). 
“It’s also cool because we have the Dunc-tank, which makes our FITQs better than 
other colleges.” 

When 2 p.m. strikes each Friday, all of  Duncan as well as the north colleges can 
hear the hit music blasting from the Duncan quad announcing the beginning of  the 
festivities. Crowds of  people leave their dorms and set aside their assignments in 
favor of  playing games with their fellow Duncaroos, jamming to the music or eating 
the snacks provided on regular FITQs. 

“It may not be everybody’s cup of  tea… I still come for the food and music,” Shree 
Kale (20) said. 

He certainly is not the only one who is drawn to the food, as evidenced by the 
mass of  people that crowded around the Cane’s chicken during College Night FITQ. 

From SpikeBall to water pong, chilling to snacking, swimming in the Dunc-tank 
to jamming to the music, there are definitely plenty of  things to do at FITQ that 
everyone can participate in and have fun doing. In fact, Jacob Behling (18) notes that 
the Duncan Spirit Committee “tries to include activities that a variety of  people 
would like to participate in.” They must be doing a great job of  that, seeing as there 
are many students who feel disappointed on weeks when there is no FITQ. 

“It is always really sad when there isn’t a FITQ,” Autumn Engebretson (21) said. 
“It is sort of  a let-down.” 

On the other hand, during Duncan’s special themed FITQs, even more people 
come out to partake in the special activities and food. With waterslides, Velcro 
wall inflatables, petting zoos, crafts and friendly competitions, it is always a blast. 
Whether it’s a regular FITQ or a themed one, Friday in the Quad is something many 
Duncaroos look forward to each week to relax with friends, or meet new people. At 
the end of  a rough week, or a great week, Friday in the Quad is always a win. 

Story and Design by Lidia Ochoa 
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Treading Water
 


CABINET, BUT EXCITING Hanszen president Jack 
Toups (18) oversees the housekeeping portion of  cabinet, 
looking on in moderate detachment. Those in attendance 
listened to the general cabinet proceedings, anticipating 
the excitement of  Float the Keg. Photo by Hania Ilahi Nagy 

BUDGET WASTED AWAY ON MARGARITAVILLES 
Gillian Mellor (19) and Joey McGlone (18) debate over 
whether to rent or purchase a margarita machine for 
Hanszen. Upon seeing that the price difference between a 
purchase and a rental was not too steep, McGlone decided 
to join Mellor in her push for a purchase. “I especially 
liked the bracket style method of  pitching your idea to 
the college, because I knew that people would want to see 
them implemented and talk about it,” Mellor said. Photo by 
Hania Ilahi Nagy 

IMPORTANT DECISIONS Jeremy David (18) speaks 
to convince the audience that his idea to invest in a virtual 
reality system should be funded over Kelvin Boateng’s (20) 
idea for an electric couch to mirror the one in the Martel 
commons. David’s idea ended up with more support than 
Kelvin's, though neither one ultimately received funding. 
Photo by Hania Ilahi Nagy 
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What good is money without speakers, swing sets, 
and staplers to spend it on? And what better way to 
decide where that money goes than a debate bracket 
held at a cabinet meeting on a Wednesday night? 
Hanszenites brought out the best of  their public 
speaking skills to advocate for the things they felt 
were important steps toward improving the quality 
of  life at Hanszen. People came up to speak in front 
of  the bracket, trying their best to convince their 
classmates in attendance to show support for such 
causes as spending $600 of  communal funds on an 
electric couch for the upper commons, or setting aside 
exactly $182.50 for Hanszen-themed condoms. 

Money requests were managed and pitted against 
each other by the Hanszen secretaries, Kelvin Boateng 
(20) and Madison Grimes (20). Boateng, who also 
entered the bracket with a proposal, reflected on his 
failure to garner enough support. 

“As a self-described electric couch [lifestyle 
advocate], I was disappointed that my innovative idea, 
arguably potentially one of  the greatest technological 
revolutions of  this era, was denied,” Boateng said. 

Float the Keg was a lively addition to cabinet 

meetings otherwise reserved for bylaw adjustments 
and general housekeeping. Joey Black (21) commented 
on the palpable sense of  excitement that was unique 
to this event. 

“I thought it was funny how, like, into it and 
competitive everyone got,” Black said. “Like people 
were so passionate about whether we should have a 
swingset or a Margaritaville.” 

Float the Keg’s special place in Hanszen culture 
is rooted in the promise for actual change, as the 
winning ideas actually do receive funding and are 
acted upon. As a result, many members of  the college 
take the bracket seriously. The audience ultimately 
favored the Margaritaville over the swingset, a 
college-wide cheese party over hammocks, and a 
communal pet fish over hot sauce for slathering on the 
commons windows as Baker 13 defense, among other 
difficult choices. Hanszenites made their collective 
voice heard, and that voice demanded college-specific 
condoms. 

Story and design by Hania Ilahi Nagy 
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How did you feel about crossdressing? 
“The crossdressing was actually a lot of  fun, but the shopping 
part was a little awkward.” 

Why was winning important to you? 
“It felt really nice to win because I really wanted to win last year 

Daniel Koh, but I came to terms with it. So this year I put in a lot of  effort.” 

'20 
What was your talent? 
“My talent was to interpret and perform a Disney song, so I 
chose ‘I won’t say I’m in Love’ from Hercules.” c
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Jones men put on their finest dresses and show off their 
talents for a male beauty pageant with a twist 

It’s not quite RuPaul’s drag race, but it might 
come close. Jones College held their annual 
Mr. Jones pageant competition on Thursday, 
September 28. 

The pageant is hosted as a fundraiser by 
Jones’s Beer Bike Coordinators, Justin Bernard 
(18), Dorian Korein (19), Deepika Narayanan (19), 
Adrian Moga (20) and Kris Westgaard (20). The 
intent is to have an event that is fun for the whole 
college that can help raise money. 

“The idea behind Mr. Jones is to have fun 
with an event that is making fun of  the typical 
trope of  beauty pageants and all of  the stupidity 
around it,” Westgaard said. “At Jones, it has 
always been a male thing, but 7 or 8 years back 
they changed to drag. “That made it even funnier 
and it provided a little bit more fun for the 
audience to see a fundraiser that’s not just let’s 
see who the hottest guy is at the college.” 

There were 12 participants in Mr. Jones this 
year, Karim de Vol (16), Shaafae Hussain (18), 
Ben Montalbano (19), Nick Alvarez (19), Grant 
Chambers (19), Daniel Koh (20), Will Andrews 
(20), Elliott Stahr (21), Kristian Stengel (21), Alex 
Oranday (21), Liam Faughnan (21) and Jefferson 
Ren (21), with Koh as the ultimate winner. 

“This year I decided to participate because of 
how much fun it was last year,” Koh said. “In high 
school I was very straight-laced and I had never 
done anything like crossdressing before but I 
wanted to do Mr. Jones because it was really fun, 
a lot of  the upperclassmen seemed really hype 
about it and I just really wanted to participate in 
as many Jones events as I could.” 

The fundraising format this year was a change 
from previous years, where instead of  having a 
price of  admissions, the Beer Bike Coordinators 
used monetary donations to “vote” for candidates. 

“In previous years, it has been a $5 fee to enter 
Mr. Jones, but we thought that was a little bit 
much because a lot of  times you want to come 
back from class and the last thing you want to 
do is pay for something that we felt should be 
free because it is occupying Jones commons,” 
Westgaard said. “We decided that we’d make it a 
little fun and say that if  you wanted to pay you 
could donate, but there was also an additional 
incentive because the person who got the most 
money by the end of  the night got an additional 
vote, which is tantamount to a fourth of  the total 
vote.” 

Story and Design by Alexis Williams 

SASHAY, SHANTE Jonesian Alex Oranday 
(21) waves to the audience during the 
questions portion of  the pageant, asked 
by Jones Adult Team members Resident 
Associate Allison Leedie and Magister 
Jennifer Trotter. Questions included giving 
lessons on sexual education and who 
contestants would choose to replace the Jones 
President, Scotty Stevens (18), were he to be 
impeached. 
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Smashing the 
 
Social Barriers at 
 

Lovett
 


There are two things Lovett College is known for: 
 
its toaster-shaped dorms and lively commons culture 
 

Thanks to the video game, Super Smash Bros., a 
major part of  commons culture is centered around the 
Wii U in Lovett lower commons, or what Lovetteers 
affectionately dub the “Smash Station.s” The Smash 
Station consists of  a Wii U console connected to a 
large flat screen TV and the three couches positioned 
around it. Anyone could walk into the commons at 
any time, and chances are, someone is playing Smash. 

“Literally every time I come to Lovett, people are 
there playing,” Brenda Zhou (18) said.  

Smash is a 2D fighting game that features beloved 
characters from the Nintendo universe like Mario, 
Zelda, and Charizard. It’s different from most other 
2D fighting games in that more than two players 
can play at once. In addition, instead of  a health bar, 
characters have percentages that increase whenever 
they get hit. The higher their percentage, the farther 
they fly back when they get hit. Characters get 
knocked out whenever they get hit hard enough to fly 
off  the screen.   

Ever since Lovett bought a Wii U two years ago, 
Smash has become a staple activity in the commons. 

“I didn’t know the game even existed when I came 
to Rice, but now I realized that Smash is a great way 
to socialize and relieve stress.” Leslie An (19) said. 

This addictive video game appeals to a large 
population of  Lovetteers. It is relatively easy to 
pick up. A person can grab a controller with zero 
knowledge about the game and still have fun playing. 

“I main Mario, so I don’t know much about the 
intricacies of  gameplay. I just hold the c-stick up and 
win. It’s weird,” An (19) said. 

Smash also forms a community. The newest Smash 
game allows up to eight people to play at the same 
time, which allows groups of  friends to have fun and 
unwind after class or before meals. It also provides 
a way to meet new people and bond over a common 
interest. 

With the advent of  the Switch, the next generation 
Nintendo video game console, there has yet to 
be confirmation of  a new Smash game. Masahiro 
Sakurai, the lead designer of  the Super Smash Bros. 
series, stated in an interview that the future of 
Smash is still uncertain. But one thing is certain - if 
Nintendo does decide to release another Smash game, 
it will find a home in Lovett College. 

Story by Roy Sun 
Design by Julia Wang 
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Chris Zupan, Lovett (19) 
How did you get started in playing Smash? 
“I saw my O-Week brother playing Smash one day, and I wanted a way 
to bond with him actually. It was a really good way of  interacting with 
people at Lovett, especially since I am now off  campus.” 

Who’s your favorite character and why? 
"Little Mac! Ya boy can take a punch but throw out bigger ones. I’m 
not the best at Lovett, so I just spam smash attacks and kill people in 
multiplayer. Plus, I really like going offstage as Little Mac since his 
offstage game is clearly so strong.” 

What do you think of the Smash culture at Lovett? 
“I think it’s a huge part of  the social culture. It helps bring people out of 
their shells, specifically people who may not be as comfortable interacting 
in other ways. It helps them become more involved at Lovett.” 

A FORM OF COMMUNITY 
Lovetteers get over their food coma 
after a Saturday lunch with a quick game 
of  multiplayer Smash. Smash is one of 
Lovett's favorite past times, whether it's 
having a bit of  fun before getting back to 
the homework grind or unwinding after a 
long day of  classes. Photo by Roy Sun 

Kevin Xi, Lovett (20) 
What’s your previous experience in fighting games? 
“I remember playing Super Smash Bros Melee with my friends at home 
all the time, and during senior year of  high school me and my friends 
would get together and play Smash 4 after school to hang out. I always 
remembered it being a really fun time, so once I got to Lovett it was an 
easy continuation to jump into the Lovett smash culture.” 

How has Smash influenced your life at Lovett? 
“I think there’s definitely people I would not have met if  not for Smash. 
It’s a great way to de-stress and get to know people. I’ve had times where 
I skipped a few classes or procrastinated on school work to play more. 
But overall, I don’t regret a bit of  it.” 

What’s your favorite part of Smash/Smash culture? 
“My favorite part is getting hyped up with my friends when somebody 
does something cool. Like when you spike another player, people are 
laughing so loud we have to pause the game, and everyone is having a 
good time.” 

Photos courtesy of Super Smash Bros Wiki page 
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Martel celebrates Oktoberfest tradition
 


Although Martel is famous for their Texas 
Party and Beach Party, Martelians also know 
how to chill and relax. On the Friday before 
October, students gather together for one of 
the most important traditions for the college-
Oktoberfest. 

As a nod to the infamous German beer 
festival, kegs and beer and cider were 
provided, and Housing & Dining provided 
Martel with traditional German foods, 
such as pretzels and sauerkraut. Once the 
music started playing and the drinks started 
flowing, students came together in the 
Martel Quad to celebrate all the way from 
the afternoon into the night, ending perfectly 
with a warm campfire and sweet s’mores. 

This year, the Sausage Eating Contest 
was back. Contestants Mark Cantu (21) and 
Martel President Dylan Dickens (18) were 
in the lead, but Cantu finished the final bite 
just a few seconds before Dickens did and 

took home the title of  Martel’s Sausage 
Champion. 

“Knowing that our president was the 
reigning sausage-eating champion made the 
thought of  competing tough to swallow, but 
I choked down my nerves and did what I 
had to do. And Oktoberfest in general was a 
blast that really showed me what an amazing 
community we have at Martel,” Cantu said. 

Since our very much beloved RAs Jesse 
and Gelatia Hendrix had to leave after 
two and a half  years at Martel, this year’s 
Octoberfest also served as an opportunity 
for Martelians to meet many of  the RA 
candidates as well as their adorable kids and 
pets. After several study breaks with some of 
the candidates, students received the decision 
for the new RA – Norma Santamaria. 

Welcome to the Martel family, Norma! 

Story and Design by Miao Zhang 

LA LA MARTEL LAND Danna Ghafir and 
the band Steve Cox’s Beard brought Martel 
a performance once again. Photo courtesy of 
Martel Historian 

MERCH 4 MARTEL With each new 
Oktoberfest comes new merchandise. 
Martelians sported the Oktoberfest t-shirts 
around campus, announcing the day of 
festivities to all other students. Photo courtesy 
of Martel Historian 
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S’more Beer, Please
 


THE DECIDING MOMENT Mark Cantu 
raises his arms in victory as he earned 
the title of  the Sausage Champion. Other 
Martelians cheers Cantu on. Photo courtesy of 
Martel Historian 
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BURNING THE WICKER 
MAN Lane Toungate (19) works 
on building the wicker man 
which would be burned as an 
annual tradition later that night. 
Photo courtesy of  McMurtry 
Historian 

MURT SPIRIT McMurtry'’s typically uncovered picnic tables are 
now adorned with a sea of  royal purple, and the beautiful yurt is 
decorated with  resident expert Alicia Cotto’s lion mural. Anagha 
Srirangam (19), Saiesh Kalva (19), and Monika Jain (2018) take a 
break from munching on McScottish donuts to pose for a picture. 
“McScottish Week is an amazing way to pay homage to our Scottish 
heritage, and we’re so glad to be part of  the McMurtry community!” 
Kalva said. Photo courtesy of  McMurtry Historian 

THE BRO CODE Rohit Kavukuntla (18), Alex Owen (18), Tyler 
Cox (18), Colton Cox (18), Matthew Buchholz (18), Milad Najafabadi 
(19), and Danyal Smani (18) pose for a bros-only picture in the edgy 
evening glow. “McScottish Week was a show of  some of  the best 
things McMurtry has to offer,” Kavukuntla said. Photo courtesy of 
McMurtry Historian 

McScottish Week! 
Off-kilter 

"W 
e 
part 
whi 
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McMurtry College celebrates its Scottish roots!
 


"We were very excited to be able to 
expand McScottish night into a week of 
partaking in vaguely Scottish activities 
while celebrating a very awesome 
college." 

       - Sam Rossum (20) 
 McScottish Week Coordinator 

We are Murt, you are dirt. This fact has been proven over and 
over again over the years, especially with the transformation 
of  McMurtry's annual McScottish celebration from its usual 
one night of  excitement to an entire week of  fun, off-kilter 
events, as any Murt would say. With the very successful debut 
of  the first ever McScottish Week, Murts had the chance to 
learn more about their Scottish heritage by participating in 
Scottish dancing, stein hoisting competitions, and other annual 
traditions. 

The week started off  with a bang - Scottish Trivia Night 
was Monday, featuring various teams facing off  against one 
another to see who truly had the most Murt spirit. Tuesday 
featured the Hall Spirit Challenge to see which hall collectively 
could deck their hallowed hall with the most creative Scottish-
themed decorations. Wednesday featured a very novel idea, - 
WITQ - and to this day Murts still have no idea what the “W” 
stands for. On Thursday we had the classic annual kilt-making 
sessions as well as arguably Rice’s most lit music event of  this 
century (this may be a little biased) Conchella, McMurtry's 
first and only music festival. This musical event was rumored 
to blow ACL out of  the water. It was held on the fifth floor 
sundeck under the dazzling strings of  hanging lights and 
featured a variety of  Rice’s very own talent: Ghost Shark, a 
very talented cover band; McMurtry’s favorite rapper Young 
A.G., debuting his hit single “Wingman”; and Steve Cox’s 
Beard, a campuswide-known jazz fusion group. 

Then came the long awaited McScottish Night, including 
the MURTch sale and surprise give-away, and tapping of 
kegs. Murts enjoyed a loving reunion with their families over 
the McFeast held outdoors at 6 p.m. Then came the highland 
games,  and the stein hoisting competition between Murt 
parents to see who could hold up a glass stein filled to the 
brim with water for the longest time. The event of  the year 
was wrapped up with the burning of  the WickerBaby and a 
relaxing barbeque in the quad. 

Story and Design by Amy Zhang 

event 
highlights



The FOOD. Chef Roger, West 
Servery's favorite goop master, 
really outdid himself with this 
scrumptious meal as a part of 
Parents' Weekend, including 
giant turkey drumsticks and a 
colossal selection of delicious 
donuts. It's fair to assume a lot of 
Murts gained a little more than 
happiness last night. 

The DOGS. One of McMurtry's 
favorite RA's Brad Blunt brought 
his best pal Smokey Blunt out to 
play during McScottish Night. Brad 
showed his Murt spirit by wearing 
the classic purple McMurtry 
sweatshirt. Many new styles were 
distributed that night, including 
McMurtry's very own gray quarter-
zip fleece, lion socks, and a new 
t-shirt design. 

The DECORATIONS. Residents 
of McMurtry had jolly spirits the 
entire week, surrounded by high-
flying Murt banners and flags, 
purple and silver festive balloons, 
and the companionship of their 
fellow banana-loving friends. 

The TRADITIONS. The burning of 
the "WickerBaby" is an annual 
tradition that originated in 
Scotland. The goal is for Murts to 
write their hopes and dreams on 
the wooden statue, and burning 
it at night will make these wishes 
come true. 
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PHOENIX RAID 

FIVE FRIENDLY TIMES Miles Olson (21), Julia 
Coco (21), and Charles Abbott (21) proudly wear 
their rust and gold paint. They held up their hands 
to symbolize Will Rice’s greatest achievement of 
being the only college to sweep Beer Bike five times. 
Photo courtesy of  Helen Wei 

PHOENIX CA-CAW Will Ricers from all years 
gather in the commons to paint up and prepare to 
march into other colleges’ commons. Armed with 
vuvuzelas and brooms, there was no doubt that Will 
Ricers were passionate about their college. The fiery 
spirit of  the phoenix burns within all Will Ricers. 
Photo courtesy of  Helen Wei 

PAINTING UP Myra Ramdenbourg (20) helps 
Vy Pham (20) paint up in rust and gold. The Will 
Rice freshmen were excited to participate in their 
first Phoenix Raid and display their colleges clear 
dominance over all the others. Photo courtesy of 
Helen Wei 
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Will Rice Will Sweep! 

“Phoenix, CA-CAW!” When you hear this cheer, be prepared to 
encounter a huge flock of  screaming Will Ricers. One of  the most 
valued traditions is the Phoenix Raid in which Will Ricers paint up in 
rust and gold, grab brooms (symbols of  FIVE Beer Bike sweeps), and 
storm other colleges’ commons to show off  their fiery spirit. 

This year, the Phoenix Raid took place during Will Rice Week, seven 
days dedicated to celebrating the College of  Gods and Goddesses. Will 
Ricers were famous for being spirited and passionate, so the Phoenix 
Raid presents the perfect opportunity to release all our energy and 
show off  our pride for our college. 

“Running through campus, taking over other colleges’ commons, 
and screaming ‘WILL F*CKING RICE!’ at the top of  our lungs is an 
incredibly exhilarating and empowering experience,” Truong said. “It’s 
amazing to see so many Will Ricers band together for the sole purpose 
of  displaying our love for our college. So, whether it’s O-Week, Beer 
Bike, and the rest, we know Will Rice is the best. Do we have to say it 
twice? HELL NO, F*CK YOU, GO WILL RICE!” Truong said. 

Story courtesy of  Anna Truong 
Design by Vy Pham 
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still felt super hot. Photo courtesy of  Daniel Ngo 

MOLLY AND THE RINGWALDS The well-loved 
band has performed for Sid for over 15 years, 
driving the energy of  the party everytime. “80’s is 
the only party with live band on campus,” Youssef 
Machkhas (18) said. “That’s why it’s so special.” 
Photo courtesy of  Daniel Ngo 

OUR LAST SID 80'S Seniors prepare for their 
fourth and last 80’s with both excitement and 
nostalgia. Party goers dressed up in 80s garb, 
which included neon colors and tights. “I’m glad to 
see everybody again, as we come full circle,” Chris 
Vangundy (18) said. Photo courtesy of Michelle Tran 

STAY HIGH Excited students crowd in Sid 
commons, dancing to the rhythm of  famous 80’s 
hits all night long. Although the party coordinators 
kept the AC as cool as possible, everybody inside 
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The Classics 
Never Get Old 
Sid 80's sticks to tradition 
with unabated charm 

Sid 80’s is not the first party at Rice, but it 
has always been one of  the liveliest. At 10 p.m., 
people had begun crowding at Sid’s doors, and 
by 11, the line in the grove had reached all the 
way to Hanszen. 

“It took me 30 minutes to wait in line, but it 
was totally worth,” Jadon Jiang (21) said.  

A total of  2000 students came to the 
party. Piles of  pizza disappeared in an instant 
and fueled energy to dance the night away. 
However, the music was not confined to Sid 
commons. 

“By the sound of  Sid 80’s I could even host 
a party in my dorm,” Allen Mao (20) said. 

For many freshman, it was a vibrant, fresh 
experience, even if  they were working part of 
the time for freshman service hours. 

“Going to a party that represents my 
college made me proud, and being security let 
me see things behind the scenes. Compared 
to my high school parties, Sid 80’s had lots of 
dancing, making everything far more exciting,” 
Ben Alers (21) said. 

For Sid seniors, the feelings are bittersweet. 
“I just danced as long as possible, because 

it's my last Sid 80’s,” Rachel Lee (18) said. 
Party organizers took some different steps 

in planning Sid 80’s this year. Sid’s social 

committee had more face-to-face interaction 
with Student Activity Office, a support office 
that helped Sid 80’s organizers ensure the 
safety of  party attendees while maintaining 
an atmosphere of  fun. Additionally, the Socials 
committee originally planned to sell 100 shirts 
to raise funds for an outdoor stage, but due to 
the damage caused by Hurricane Harvey, the 
funds were instead donated to Houstonians 
still affected by the storm. 

The particular charm of  the party lies in 
Sid’s adherence to tradition. Since 2002, Molly 
and the Ringwalds have offered their music 
and contagious energy to Sid 80’s. The band 
members and Rice students have formed an 
emotional connection over the years, fostering 
an atmosphere of  festivity. 

“Everybody who loves 80s music will come 
here. They played the same songs, but that’s 
why we love it,” Youssef  Machkhas (18) said. 

Just as the theme, Mixed Tape and Cassette, 
suggested, Sid 80’s is a remembrance of  times 
past in our current day in age. Students have 
the opportunity to leave the “now” and enjoy 
the pure fun of  the 80s. 

Story and Design by Xin Tan 
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Sixty Years

Goldenrod and Strong
 


Wiess College celebrates its 60th anniversary 
 
during Homecoming Week 
 

Even after 60 years, Wiess is still upholding its 
“cool,” as indicated by the hundreds of  Wiess alumni 
who came to celebrate the 60th anniversary of  what 
they consider to be the objectively best college. 

When the golden sun set on Friday, November 10, 
the day before homecoming, the goldenrod Wiessmen 
took over and lit the night up. This was just the 
kick-off  to the anniversary celebration as 60 years of 
Wiessmen came back to the place where they lived 
their golden days. 

On Friday night, Wiess College hosted a casual 
get-together for alumni to visit with each other and 
participate in the sing-along, drink-along compilation 
of  past years’ “Hello Hamlet” productions, which 
is a musical the college puts on every four years. 
Hundreds of  current students and alumni joined the 
Friday festivities, singing along to the comedic “Hello 
Hamlet” scenes. 

“It was like going back in time seeing footage of 
‘Hello Hamlet’ being performed by Rice alumni,” 
Stephanie Trejo (21) said. “It’s so cool to know that a 
fellow Wiessman wrote ‘Hello Hamlet,’ and it is still 
being performed today. It just goes to show how much 
Rice promotes and encourages creativity.” 

While the Friday event was more casual fun, the 
Saturday night gala was formal. People strolled about 
the residential college in their finest clothes, and for 
one passionate and stylistic alumni, a full goldenrod 
suit. Alumni and students were encouraged to mingle, 
although current students had different perspectives 
on the interactions between their peers and alumni. 

“I met a lot of  alumni, and it was cool for them 
to tell us all their stories,” Caleb Brown (21) said. 
“I even talked to two guys who were part of  the 
original Wiess, who graduated in ’57 and ’59. They 
were telling us what life was like, and it was just so 
different.” 

While some students were able to meet alumni 
and have meaningful conversations with them, other 

students felt there was a lack of  student-alumni 
interactions. 

“There wasn’t that much communication between 
students and the alumni,” Oluwapelumi Fafowora 
(21) said. “I don’t know if  there’s a way to encourage 
communication between alumni and students if 
similar events like this happen in the future.” 

Even though there weren’t as many alumni 
interactions as he may have liked, Fafowora still said 
he enjoyed the gala. 

“I definitely think it was a really nice event,” 
Fafowora said. “It was nice to reminisce over the 
history of  Wiess.” 

In order to make the Friday and Saturday events 
possible, the magisters, alumni, and students spent 
a year planning for the anniversary. The extensive 
planning resulted in high attendance to both events: 
about 500 current students and alumni participated 
in the Friday event and about 700 people came for the 
Wiess 60th anniversary gala. 

“I think [the 60th anniversary] went really well,” 
Wiess magister Laura Schaefer said. “The college 
looked so beautiful all decked out in lights.” 

As magisters, she and husband Andrew were the 
main forces behind the planning of  the event, along 
with current students and alumni. 

“This was 100 percent a team effort between 
current students and alumni,” Schaefer said. “Without 
[their countless volunteer hours], this never would 
have happened.” 

Schaefer seemed pleased with the event. 
“So many things went so right,” Schaefer said. “It 

really made me feel connected to all the people who 
had been at Wiess in the past and thinking about how 
nice it will be to go to the Wiess 75th anniversary 15 
years from now.” 

Story and Design by Claire Carpenter 
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FORMER MAGISTERS UNITE Past 
magisters of  Wiess College each talk a little 
bit about their goldenrod experiences to the 
alumni and students gathered at the Wiess 
60th Gala. Photo by Claire Carpenter 

SELFIE SMILES Cole Morgan (21) 
and Melinda Ding (21) take a selfie 
during the Gala at the Wiess Photo 
Booth. A photographer took photos of 
students and alumni posing with various 
goldenrod props and accessories. Photo 
by Claire Carpenter 

GOLDENROD GATHERING Alumni 
and students enjoy food as they greet 
each other and share stories about their 
college experiences during the Saturday 
Night Gala. Photo by Claire Carpenter 
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Preparing
 

for Liftoff
 

     Hosted by the Rice Center of  Engineering Leadership, 
the sixth Engineering Liftoff  took place in the RMC Grand 
Hall. Over 200 engineers worked in teams to build various 
devices for launching a ping pong ball. 
     “During the course of  the challenge, the non-freshmen 
mentors provide constant feedback to the team, primarily 
with respect to their approaches, operating styles, and other 
teamwork based focus areas, all without directly helping 
them with the technical part of  the challenge,” Will Jones 
(18) said. “It both provides a great formal introduction for 
freshmen to a team challenge, but also provides a change for 
the mentors to share the insights they have gained through 
courses like ENGI140 and ENGI218.”
     “The event is meant to be a nice Kickstarter to the 
engineering career of  a freshman at Rice and to get them 
excited about engineering as well as persuade them to join 
RCEL,” Pablo Luna (19) said.
     For the first time, the event involved student leadership, 
as upperclassmen engineers served as mentors to the 
freshmen teams. 
     The engineering challenge was to build a mechanism 
within a time limit in order to launch a ping pong ball into 
a cup. Chenglin Yang (19), Kaiyi Jiang (19), Dora Huang 
(19), and Ryan Udell (19) worked efficiently as a team, and 
ultimately won the challenge. 
     “I knew the team worked well together and we had fun 
with it, but we were never competitive among the other 
teams,” Udell said. “Instead, we challenged each other to 
create the best possible solutions to the problem at hand.”
     The event ended with dinner from the Breakfast Klub.
     “Last but not least, they also had a killer dinner for 
everyone,” Jones said. 

Story and Design by Joanna Yang 

READY FOR LAUNCH Nolan Bitner (21) works 
with his teammate, Samantha Ledesma (21) to 
create a ramp for launching their ping pong ball. 
Their team used supplies such as tape, rulers, 
popsicle sticks, and erasers to make the ramp, and a 
rubber band-binder clip device was used to launch 
the ping pong ball. “Because the task was timed, 
we had to work quickly and efficiently as a team,” 
Ledesma said. Photo courtesy of Rice Center of 
Engineering Leadership 
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NO I IN TEAM Anushi Singhal (21) and Sebastian 
Mondragon-Muskrat (21) look on as Dylan Hall 
(21) add tape to their apparatus for launching the 
ping pong ball. Their team was mentored by Anant 
Tibrewal (18), a Computer Science major from 
Wiess. “We definitely struggled to compromise on 
the visions we all had so it was definitely a good 
exercise in teamwork,” Singhal said. “Overall, I 
loved meeting new people and learning about their 
ideas and ways of  thinking.” Photo courtesy of Rice 
Center of Engineering Leadership 

BULLSEYE Mark Herwig (21) and Keaton Blazer 
(19) build a catapult to hit a target. They used a 
plastic ruler to store energy, the binder clip and 
erasers as a base to hold the ruler in place, and 
constructed a paper cup to hold and direct the 
projectile. “Although it’s inferior to a trebuchet, 
which is capable of  launching a 90 kg projectile 
over 300 meters, we went with a catapult as they 
are easier to build,” Blazer said. Photo courtesy of 
Rice Center of Engineering Leadership 
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In the aftermath of  Hurricane Harvey, several faculty in the 
social sciences are working on projects to make Houston stronger 
and more sustainable. The university started the Rice Houston 
Engagement and Recovery Effort (HERE) to fund projects that 
“[leverage] the university’s expertise broadly to serve Houston 
with new and innovative approaches to address issues of  pressing 
local importance,” according to Provost Marie Lynn Miranda. 

Robert Englebretson, Nancy Niedzielski, Suzanne Kemmer, 
and David Durian from the Linguistics department will honor the 
experiences of  Houstonians through collecting their individual 
stories. 

Dominic Boyer and Cymene Howe from Anthropology, James 
Elliott from Sociology, and other faculty from humanities, natural 
sciences, engineering, and architecture are creating an online 
cartographic platform that records Houston’s urban history and 
susceptibility to flooding and other environmental events. 

Tony Brown, James Elliott, and Stephen Klineberg from 
the Sociology department will be surveying and analyzing 
the perspectives of  Houston resident on population, land-use, 
neighborhoods. The results will inform long-term plans to serve 
Houstonians affected by Harvey. 

Faculty and researchers from the humanities and engineering 
are also doing projects that range from analyzing the ecological 
impacts of  Harvey to supporting pre-kindergarteners and 
kindergarteners. After the projects are finished, all the data will be 
available via the Kinder Institute’s Urban Data Platform. 

Story by Julia Wang (Adapted from Rice News & Media). 
Design by Julia Wang. 
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Post-Harvey Research 
 

Using 
Social Sciences for 
Social Good 

Faculty Work Together in Post-Harvey Research 

HELPING HAND Hurricane 
Harvey affected many Houstonians, 
and Rice faculty are trying to make 
a difference using their various fields 
of  expertise. Photo courtesy of  Air 
National Guard 
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Kicking and Creaming 
the Competition 

Womens soccer team cruises to victories in a historic year
 


Success isn’t something new to our Owls soccer team. With a 
stellar program that ranks as one of  the top Conference USA soccer 
teams, our Owls have shown to the world what an amazing soccer 
team our school has. The soccer team racked up a near undefeated 
record within the conference and maintained a well above .500-win 
record. 

Their efforts did not go unnoticed. After crushing the competition 
within the conference, the Owls worked hard to make it past the 
qualifying stages of  the NCAA tournament and earned a spot at the 
prestigious tournament. This capped off  an already excellent year by 
the Owls. 

The Owls racked up some impressive awards through their hard 
work and determination this season. The Owls came 5th in the nation 
for offensive production as they scored nearly 3 goals per game. 
Furthermore, the dynamic combo of  Nia Stallings (18) and Samantha 
Chaiken (18) secured Conference Player of  the Week awards for 3 
consecutive weeks in the month of  September. These joined a large 
list of  accomplishments by the other members of  the team, such as a 
Maya Hoyer (20), Louise Stephens (20), and Annie Walker (19). Hoyer 
won Conference Goalkeeper of  the Week, Stephens won ‘Conference 

Defender of  the Week, and Walker won Conference Player of  the 
Week. The Owls strongly established themselves as the team to beat 
with Conference USA. 

“Soccer is something that I am beyond thankful for,” Walker said. 
“It’s given me incredible friendships, a place to be creative, shown me 
the beauty of  hard work, and it's been something that I’ve been able 
to be passionate about.” 

With such a season for the Owls this year, the team hopes to 
continue growing and building upon the talent they have. With six 
new owls set to join the team next year, the Owls will have both the 
experienced and young talent necessary to make their presence felt on 
the circuit and be a viable contender to win the NCAA Championship 
next year. 

“I know it’s easy to complain about all that we do for our sport, but 
it’s so worth it,” Walker said. “When it comes down to it, I really just 
love soccer, and the fact that I get to play everyday with some of  my 
best friends is something I don’t ever want to take for granted.” 

Story by Visajith Kumar 
Design by Evelyne Tantry 
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BRINGING THE HEAT Annie Walker (19) 
streaks across the field with the ball. Annie 
played a key role as forward for the team, 
leading them in scoring this year. 

THE JOYS OF VICTORY Erin Mikeska 
(20) celebrates a goal for her team. The 
Owls had lots to celebrate this year with all 
the victories they won. 
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Spot, Block, and 
Roll...or Spike 
With new players comes new promise for 
an even greater season of domination 

    The volleyball team started the season 
strong with four promising new players on 
the team. The Owls displayed their endur-
ance and dedication despite a rocky start at 
the preseason and regular season opening 
match. The team was able to bounce back 
from a 3-1 loss with a 2-0 win over SMU. Rice 
volleyball outside hitter Nicole Lennon (21) 
and Madison McDaniel (18) each recorded 
double-doubles to help lead the Owls while, as 
a team, the Rice defense limited the Mustangs 
to a mere .134 hitting percentage and posted 
12.0 team blocks, eight of  which came from 
middle blocker Portia Okafor (18). The team 
persisted and won their second consecutive 
match with a four set over Mississippi State, 
earning them the SMU Doubletree Invita-
tional title. The Owls had three players named 
to the all-tournament team: McDaniel, who 
recorded 127 assists; Lee Ann Cunningham 
(20), who had 62 digs; and Lennon, whose 52 
kills on 169 attacks along with 32 digs led to 
her being given MVP honors. Lennon later on 
was named the Conference USA Freshman of 
the Week following her astounding opening 
weekend racking up a C-USA weekend best 
of  61 kills on 213 attacks while also collecting 
40 digs. 

“Before the match in the locker room we 
talked about what it takes to be a good team-
mate and a strong team, and I think we came 
out and did a lot of  the things we discussed,” 
Rice head coach Genny Volpe said. “Tonight 
was a total team effort. We had people coming 

off  the bench and executing.” 
Maintaining their momentum, the team 

kept a perfect slate at the Colorado Omni 
Invitational after defeating Abilene Christian 
Wildcats in four sets and sweeping Wake 
Forest with season-highs of  65 kills, 168 total 
attacks, 60 assists, 7 service aces, and 79.0 
points. Middle blocker McKay Kyle (19) led 
the Owls with 14 kills on 30 attacks while 
outside hitter Seyvion Waggoner (21) set a 
season-high of  13 kills and middle Grace 
Morgan (20) made an additional 11 kills. 
Although they lost 3-0 to Colorado, the Owls 
recovered and saw their passion for the sport 
bear fruit with a season-high eight match 
win streak that only fell during four sets with 
North Texas. The Rice Owls volleyball team 
stayed strong, however, earning the school 
record ninth five-set match of  the season with 
a 3-2 victory at UTSA. This victory solidi-
fied their spot in No. 3 seed in the C-USA 
Championship, a journey that ended when 
the team fell in three sets to the Texas State 
Bobcats in the opening round of  the National 
Invitational Volleyball Championship (NIVC). 
Despite this loss, the team had their moments 
as various players were recognized, includ-
ing Lennon who was selected the Conference 
USA Co-Freshman of  the Year, the first Owl 
in school history to earn C-USA Freshman of 
the Year honors. 

Story and Design by Evelyne Tantry 

NET RESULTS Portia Okafor (21) 
celebrates after winning a hard-fought 
point for the Owls Volleyball team. “I can’t 
help the excitement and joy I get when 
competing and playing the sport I love,” 
Okafor said. “It’s amazing to see the hard 
work my team and I have put in come 
to fruition because we get to experience 
memorable moments like this.” Photo 
courtesy of  Rice Owls Atheletics 
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Volleyball  

BALL, MEET FACE Nicole Lennon (21) 
spikes the ball against the oponent to win 
a crucial point for the Rice Owls Volleyball 
team. “The height I’m at in this picture 
accurately reflects just how high and happy 
I feel playing the sport that I love, [whether 
it be] the amazing feeling of  soaring to this 
sense of  euphoria from a strong jump, clean 
contanct, and solid kill,” Lennon said. Photo 
courtesy of  Rice Owls Atheletics 

SORRY KNEES, GOTTA PASS Lee Ann 
Cunningham (20) lunges for a set during 
the late moments of  Rice’s Conference 
USA Tournament. “During games, I’m very 
focused,” Cunningham said. “Everything 
moves so quickly in volleyball, especially as 
a defender. I have to be ready at all times 
to dive and make a play. I’m extrememly 
excited for next season, as I think it’s going 
to be our best yet.” Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Owls Atheletics 
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Football  

EXCELLENCE, PASS IT ON Running back Trey Martin (21) 
performs a play action pass routine. Martin has been a key element of 
the Owls ground game this year and has added valuable yards to the 
offensive production of  the team. “I constantly reflect on all the positive 
experiences I’ve had as a student-athlete, of  the times I went to battle 
with my teammates,” Martin said. “I remember my roommate Blain 
Padgett having a sack to help us gain momentum and win the game.” 
Photo courtesy of  Rice Owls Athletics

 BIG START Miklo Smalls (20) attempts 
to make a completion to his wide-receiver 
early on during Rice’s game against Stanford. 
Coming off  of  his red-shirted freshman year, 
Miklo made a strong debut as the starting 
quarterback for the Rice Owls is Australia. 
Photo courtesy of  Rice Owls Athletics 

THE HUDDLE IS REAL The Rice Owls 
Football team enter to roaring applause from 
the Australian fans. The Owls were getting 
ready to land on the Stanford Trees. Photo 
courtesy of  Rice Owls Athletics 

Down Under But Not Out
 

Rice Owls soar, over the sea, to participate in the 
 
Second Annual Sydney Cup in Sydney, Australia
 


Starting off  the year down under, the Rice Owls saw their hopes 
for a memorable debut on an international stage end early as the 
14th ranked Stanford Cardinal rolled to a 62-7 win in the second 
annual Sydney Cup at Allianz Stadium in Sydney, Australia. Junior 
running back Samuel Stewart (19) led the Owls with 71 rushing 
yards and added a career-high 41 yards on three receptions, while 
co-captain Emmanuel Ellerbee (18) recorded his eighth double-
digit tackle game in his last 12 games to lead the Owls. Sam Glaes-
mann (21) made his collegiate debut as he took the first snaps of 
the 2017 season for Rice, becoming the first true freshman quarter-
back in an opening game since 2010. Glaesmann completed 7 of  18 
passes for 69 yards and led the Owls on their lone scoring drive of 
the night in the fourth quarter, which was capped by a 23-yard run 
by Austin Walker (19). 

Despite leaving the torrential rains of  Hurricane Harvey at 
home, the specter never left the minds of  the players and staff. 

“I think we did the best that we could with what is going on 
back home. We’re not going to use that as an excuse,” then-coach 
David Baliff  said. “You try to tell them to let me worry about 
[Hurricane Harvey] and let them just play football.” 

Despite the sunny weather, the Owls’ were unable to execute a 
quick start as the Cardinals scored within the first minute of  the 

game. Rice was then pinned inside their own 10-yard line after a 
pair of  penalties that led to setting the Cardinals on a short field, 
which they used to double their advantage. 

“We’re a good team, but we didn’t play like it today. It’s one of 
those things that, as a coach, you will go back and look at the film 
and analyze it and try to see what we can do better, what we can do 
different and what we need to get away from,” Baliff  said. 

However, the Owls showed their resiliency as they returned 
to play and defeat UTEP -- Glaesmann scored a 5-yard run, and 
Stewart rushed 16 times for 89 yards and caught three passes for 
42 yards. 

Despite the tumultuous season, Ellerbee and Brian Womac (18) 
were named to the 2017 C-USA All Conference first team. Jack 
Fox (18) and Austin Trammell (20) were named to the second team 
with Calvin Anderson (18), Trey Martin (18), Austin Walter (18), 
and Roe Wilkins (20) receiving honorable mention honors. As the 
season wraps up, the Rice Owls train with the promise of  a new 
year, a new coach – Mike Bloomgren—and another season with 
endless possibilities. 

Story and Design by Evelyne Tantry 
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I 

Run, Rice, Run!
 

Running runs in the cross country team's veins
 


Men's Season 
The men’s cross country team started the season strong, 

with five Rice Owls finishing in the top 10 and all seven 
runners placing in the top 12 at the Norry Hersey Rice 
Invitational. Clay Musial (19) was Rice’s top finisher with 
a time of  19:53.81. Closely behind was Hociel Landa (21) 
who debuted with a 19:58.97, earning him fifth place. He 
held off  fellow teammate Marco Ruiz (18) who placed sixth 
with a time of  20:00.11 and Adolfo Carvalho (20) who 
finished seventh with 20:02.51. 

“Tonight was probably the tightest pack Rice has ever 
had,” said head coach Jon Warren. “The race wasn’t very 
fast overall; it became a tactical race to some degree. Prob-
ably two miles in Marco decided to push it. When he did 
that the guys responded to him. He put out great effort to 
grab the lead, and it may not have helped his individual 
chances but the response from his teammates was outstand-
ing. To finish with that pack up front was just incredible.” 

In their second meet of  the season, the Owls were able 
to finish third overall at the Texas A&M Invitational 8k 
race at the Watts XC Course. Being led by Landa, who 
placed 15th with a time of  24:25, the team was able to 
continue the tight pack they started at the Rice Invitation-
als opener. 

When it came time to compete against some of  the na-
tion’s best, the men’s cross country managed to place 36th 
overall in the Men’s Red 8k at the Pre-Nationals meet at 
Louisville, Kentucky. During the Conference USA Cham-
pionships, however, the Rice Owls were able to recover and 
place third overall, the team’s highest finish since the 2013 
season. 

The third place finish for the Owls marked the ninth 
time in the last 13 years that the team has finished in the 
top three. Landa lead the team once again, placing 10th 
overall with a mark of  24:46, a performance that earned 
him Second Team All-Conference honors and the title of 
Freshman of  the Meet. Alongside him was Ruiz, who also 
earned Second Team All-conference honors with his time 
of  25:08, which earned him 14th place. Matt Calem (19) 
and Musial each took home Third Team All-Conference 
honors with times of  25:07 and 25:19, respectively. The 
team’s persistence and dedication reaped rewards as the 
men’s cross country team was named an NCAA Division I 
All-Academic Team by the U.S. Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association. 

Women's Season 
Hitting the ground running, the women’s cross country 

team started the season strong, placing first at the season 
opener at the Norry Hersey Rice Invitational. The defend-
ing C-USA champion Owls return with three all-confer-
ence runners, Elsa Racasan (18), Abigail Cartwright (18), 
and Khayla Patel (20). Patel spearheaded the effort with a 
time of  13:48.14, earning her second place while captain 
Racasan won third place with a time of  13:48.63. Not far 
behind them were the debuting freshmen Lourdes Vivas 
de Lorenzi (21), who placed seventh, and Ruby Watson 
(21), who earned ninth place, and Sara Ivackovic (21), who 
earned 15th place. The accolades continued as Patel was 
named Conference USA Female Athlete of  the Week fo her 
performance at the season-opening race. 

“We got the ball rolling, and now we have a lot of  work 
to do before we get to conference,” said head coach Jim 
Bevan, who was named C-USA Coach of  the Year. 

Despite the initial win, the women’s cross country team 
encountered a slight struggle with the Texas A&M Invi-
tational 6k race at the Watts XC Course, placing fourth. 
Led once again by Patel, who placed fifth individually, and 
Racasan, who joined the top 10 with a ninth place finish of 
21:20. 

However, the Owls did not let this set them back as 
they were back in action, winning their second meet of  the 
season at the McNeese Cowboy Stampede at the Derbonne 
Multisports Complex. The team dominated the 5k, placing 
seven runners in the top 10. 

At the Conference USA Championships, the Owls placed 
third overall, being led by Patel and Racasan, each earning 
Second Team All-Conference honors for their overall per-
formance. Lorenzi placed 17th overall, earning her Third 
Team All-Conference honors in her first C-USA race. De-
spite not defending their title, the women’s cross country 
team had notable victories, as well. Racasan, the 2017 Rice 
Scholar Athlete of  the Year for Women’s Cross Country, 
was inducted into the 2017 InTouch Credit Union confer-
ence USA Women’s Cross Country All-Academic Team 
and earned her third C-USA All Academic Team honor. 
Meanwhile, Patel earned the USTFCCCA All-Region hon-
ors for finishing among the top 25 individuals at the NCAA 
South Central Regional. 

Story by Evelyne Tantry 
Design by Phoebe Dang 
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WORKOUT? NO, WARMUP Hociel Lan- HUSTLE, HIT, NEVER QUIT Elsa 
da (21) sprints to the finish line. Landa is Racasan causes a ruckus and wins the race. 
one of  the many cross country star runners Racasan was pushing in the final leg of  the 
that Rice is fortunate to have representing race to make it to the finish line. 
the school this year. Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Owls Athletics 

ONE HILL OF A SPORT Khayla Patel 
leads the pack at the Conference USA 
meet. “Through running, I became more 
confident in myself, and comfortable with 
my abilities,” Patel said. “After a summer 
of  training this showed me hard work does 
really pay off  and made me realize that any-
thing is possible once you put your mind to 
it. Running is my passion and has shaped 
me into the person I am today. It is incred-
ible to see how passion drives people to be 
the best version of  themselves that they can 
be.” Photo courtesy of  Rice Owls Athletics 

REFUSE TO LOSE Marco Ruiz (18) lays 
it all out on the track, going full effort to 
end the meet, and the year, strong. For 
Ruiz, the effort invested in Cross Country 
reaped rewards. “The great year we had as 
a Cross Country team, the memories we 
shared together, the hard work it takes on 
and off  the course to prepare for a 10k, and 
the determination it takes to perform well 
together on race day, [were among these 
rewards],” Ruiz said. Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Owls Athletics 
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GAME FACE Davis Nelson (20) looks IN IT TO WIN IT Alfonso Morera (19) 
across the field as he is about to pass the proceeds to check his opponent during the 
ball. Nelson’s top tier play this year earned latter stage of  the game. The Owls’ have 
him an MCLA Division Performance of  the benefited from Morera’s physicality on 
Week award. Photo courtesy of  Rice Lacrosse defense en route to a very successful year. 
team Photo courtesy of  Rice Lacrosse team 
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Lacrosse  

LAX to the MAX 
Lacrosse team season is characterized by victories 

From the start of  their season with an astounding 20-1 
victory over division rival Stephen F. Austin State, the Owl’s 
lacrosse team maintained consistent and solid play over the 
course of  their season. With a couple more landslide victories 
such as a 19-4 win over Louisiana Tech and a 14-0 shutout over 
Texas A&M Galveston, the Owls established themselves as one 
of  the top contenders in the MCLA division this year. 

“I think our team made some great steps forward this year,” 
Sid Richardson Griffin Palmer (18) said. “The boys worked 
hard and are in a great position to succeed in the future. I really 
enjoyed playing with them. It was a great chance to get away 
from the madness of  Rice and just enjoy the game.” 

As Palmer notes, the Lacrosse team had their fair share of 
travels away from Rice this year competing in places all over the 

state of  Texas and across state lines in Louisiana. Competing on 
the road for athletes may present a tall task, however our Owls 
worked through their obstacles on the road and garnered an 
almost unbeaten road record. Furthermore, they held down the 
fort at home as they only notched one home loss in their season. 

Racking up an impressive 6-2 record, the Owls’ Lacrosse 
team hopes to build upon the year they’ve had. With six new 
freshmen on the team this year and many more to come, the 
Owls look to be in good shape for the future. 

Story by Viswajith Kumar 
Design by Joanna Yang 
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Fall 

jus’ sauce 
Juan Valenzuela, William Jones 

KuoLeety Fam 
Michael Wu, Kevin Lin, Daniel Wang, Franklin Zhang, Daisy Ou, Lidia Kuo, 
Albert Han, Michelle Zhong, Ashley Huang, Ryan Lee, Michael Huang 

#teamVerttillo 
Angie Vertti, Yvonne Carrillo 

Priyateli Za Vinagi 
Tareck Haykal, Abdullah Bukhamsin, Karthika Senthilkumar, Jason Sanchez, Christian 
Capo, Caio Da Silva Barreto, Michael Wu, Michelle Wang, Danial Syed, Nikola 

Ur favs could never 
Sky Walker, Dylan Morgan 

life 
Guangyuan Yu 

Russian Intervention 
Michelle Tran, David Cirillo, Kseniya 
Anishchenko 
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Picture Yourself  

Yugoslavian peasants circa 1943 (colorized) 
Danny Aguiar, Joel Abraham, Will Ledig, Rémy Slimp 

7th, Losers 
Nithya Gillipelli, Parker Graham, Aujin Kim 

LOOK MOM, I HAVE FRIENDS!
 

Richard Bui, Orren Smith, Ethan Palma, Edgar Cedeno, Patrick 
Brady, Anna Seballos, Kelly Liang 

ONE TIME I ATE A BAGEL 
Savannah Lawrence, Lorena Ramirez, Nicole Price, Rocio 
Ramirez 

Rice Vietnamese Student Association - Troi oi! 
Cindy Nguyen, Matilda Dang, Phoebe Dang, Rachel Ngo, Stephanie Zhao, Thai Nguyen, Michael Do, Franklin Zhang, Tram Nguyen, Thuc Truong, 
Elizabeth Hang, Hung Pham, Michael Nguyen, Vy Pham, Vy Dang, Hannah George, Victor Nguyen, Vincent Lai, Brian Le, Ashley Nguyen 
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Sports bring us closer than 
Michael Scott and Dwight 

Kel Bordwine, Alejandro Torrebiarte 

Are We The Same Person?? 
Valerie Du, Vy Dang 

It’s Kirby SZN + George 
Nadia Ansari, Johnathon Berry, Miranda Morris, Mahesh Krishna, Sam Fowler, Julia Robinson, 
Tyler Sakakeeny, Eric Baik, Chris Fang, Adulfo Amador, Rohini Kumar, George Pazos 

Isn’t it weird that we’re the only mammal that drinks another animal’s milk??? 

Nati “Annalena” Salazar, Miles “Annalena” Olson, Hope “Annalena” Fa-Kaji, Leah “Annalena” 
Olivo, Kristen “Annalena” Ferrara, Emily “Annalena” Hwang, Annalena “Annalena” Riebeling 

Sour Patch Kidz minus Mike Oman House Church Family Photo! 
Will Porter, Wendy Wu, Marianne Herve, Vincent Zhang, Olasina Awe, Erin Kim, Jinhee Park, Nicholas Cen, Hannah Kim, Kseniya 
Arush Shekar, Olivia Daneker, Karen Xu, Peter Lin, Brandon Gan Anishchenko, Henry Kim, Virginia Xie, Yanghwa Hong 
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Picture Yourself  

Room 405 
Chris Kim, Janet Fan, Raine Min 

me + all my friends 
Harrison Lin 

*grapefruit slurp* 
Eddie Jackson, Madison Nasteff, Justin Berry, 
Jolen Martinez 

Raindrop MMMbop 
Austin Cao, Joey Black, Nikhita Gangla, Jeeyoon Kim, Tessa Schreiber, Con-
nor Rasmussen, Amber Choa 

Thai Villagers 
Alejandro Moyano, Will Mundy, Guillermo Ortiz Ahedo, Peter Wang, Caleb 
Shi, Andrew Pham, Ben Alers 

PPHC x Rice '17 
Anna Jang, Hazel Shen, Evadne Rodriguez, Judy Xue, Will Koh, Peter Park, 
Frank Chen, Won Hee Cho 

89 



Fall 

Rice Red Cross Officers 
Alina Chen, Michelle Tran, Sharon Huang, Alex Li, Cesar 
Zapata, Albert Han 

Kinda Sketchy 
Matthew Chagnot, Michael Devine, Abbey Perez, Sriparna Sen, Chris Brehm, Danial Syed, 
Deepu Karri, Dorian Korein, Habeen Chang, James Warner, Joey McGlone, Justin Bernard, 
Kaitlyn Zoeller, Namanh Kapur, Serene Chen, Tim Skaras 

“If you’re happy, I’m happy.” - Dirty Danszen <3 no new friends 
Sofia Ruiz, Sonal Pai, Claire Peng, Megan Torti, Joel Abraham, Tesi Smith, Maddie Murphy, Denise Robson, Madison Nasteff, 
Erin Krusleski, Emily Chang, Nick Perkyns Serena Agrawal, Eliza Martin 

Big Owl Little Owl pt. 5 <3 

Stephanie Zhao, Elizabeth Hang 

“I can’t focus when you guys are talking about breasts and nipples” -Shaurey 

Akshaya Santhanaraj, Krithika Kumar, Rasin Choudhury, Juliana Wang, Kelvin Boateng, 
Eric Teague, Kevin Peng, Shaurey Vetsa (not pictured) 
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queens of the tower 
Madison Gabino, Madison Morris, Nicole 
Tan, Sarasota Serulneck 

Group Four Eats Bugs 
Christina Brown, Rebecca Lee, Sarah Smati, Madison Morris, Dominic Herkes, 
Chuck Wang, Eden Desta, Ana Cantu, Ryan Quach, David Shen 

RPC Socials Get Social 
Vivian Wong, Carrigan Hudgins, Su Chen Teh, Enoch Peng, 
Isabella Osuna, Natalie Croitoru 

RUF Cake Break 
Lanie Tubbs, Rebecca Liu, Christine Dobbin, Abi McDougal, 
Dina Schupack, Breanna Perez, Shweta Sridhar 

Tab-ASS-conauts 
Julia Coco, Akash Gupta, Christina Oh, Areebah Ahmad 

TiBEST ft. THE GOAT(s) 
Kun Li, Jinyoung Kim, Jonathan Pang, Erin Chen, Jiayu Liu, Felix Fang, Isabel 
Jiang, Michelle Huang, Anthony Cho, Raymond Fang, Nathan Park, Erica Zhong 
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Why are we still here? 
Tareck Haykal, Jocelin Chen 

Senior Squidizens 
Alina Chen, Rachel Lee, Michelle Tran, David Cirillo, Margaret Gacheru, Mascha 
Lange, Koray Yenal, Meg Brigman, Natalie Bolton 

sh*t, we dropped Chinthana 
Koray Yenal, Evelyne Tantry, Cory Pan, Serena Agrawal 

PBL, more like Pals Bring LMAO 
Natalie Bolton, Akhil Surapaneni, Peter Tang, Andy Zhang, 
Catherine Schult, Patricia DaSilva, Kwis Quos Lost in the Sauce 

“I didn’t have an O-Week group, so I made all of them to come back and take a pic with me” -Akin 

Akin Bruce (DoggO-Week Coord), MarlEOL and Me, Edgar Poodle Lovett 
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“Palu calling Brennan, Jessica, and Jessy!” 
Jae Eun Lee, Tiffany Yip, Denise Zheng, David Moon, Jeff  Hwang, Debora Kim, 
Chris Yum, Hyemin Kim, Minjee Kim, Suah Jang, Amber Choa 

Hit ‘em with the winning smile :) 
Katherine Hu, Priscilla Huh, Christina Oh, Julia Coco, Areebah Ahmad 

2 BITCHES IN A POD 
Andrea Augustine, Myra 
Ramdenbourg 

Bioe Vibes Only 
Akshaya Santhanaraj, Juliana Wang, 
Mackenzie Flanagan, Kiujoy Kokko 

Poopy Pants Club 
Ryan Quach, Rosemary Yang, Sean Zhang 

\ ` 7 `)// waves 
Melinda Crane 

(511)/2 
Yujia Huo, Evelyne Tantry 
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SLAB 
Amy Doan, Lillie Plaza, Tanvi Jadhav 

Brown College Economics, 
Managerial Studies 
Nathan Tat 

Emileana Takes Junior Year 

Emily Shen, Ileana Martinez 

Forever Third Wheel <3 
Raine Min, Shannon Fei, Matthew Lee 

GraveTY CG 
Elise Joy Tan, Andrew Low, Enoch Peng, Rachel 
Graves, Judy Liu, Timothy Yang, Annie Shen 

A NIGHTMARE!!!!!!
 

Sarah Gao, Lauren Loh, Grant Lu, Caroline Siegfried, Yoona Oh, Raymond Tjhia, 

Raymond Lau, Jorena Lim, Allen Lin, Brian Hoepfl, Kevin Mullin, Stoyan Komitov
 

we love you ;) 
Chelsea Wu, Brenda Zhou, Millie Antwi-Nsiah, Winnie Wu, Joanna Yang 
Wendy Wu 
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▲ Group 3 Can't Sea!!!! ▲ 
Swapnav Deka, Toprak Eraslan, Natalie Bolton, Yida Liu, Azzy Hinton, Cat Grasso, Pratik Gongloor, Vivian Wilhelms, Chris Almendariz, 
Sean Zhang, Caleb Shi, Madison Gabino, Nancy Cui 

A$THMA A$$A$$IN$ 
Awkward Family Photo 
Ben Lasota, Kyra Lasota 

Ellen McMullen, Brenda Venegas, James Suffoletta, Belviane Songong, Maria 
Salazar, Will Porter, Andres Martinez Murillo 

<3 
Lydia Guo, Vy Pham, Samiksha Deme, Tolu Fasina, Shelly 
Zhou 

Mission Compostable #SoilYourself 
Caroline Krawczyk, Anna Norris, Nick Moser, Scotty Stevens, 
Travis Kwee, Juan Valenzuela 
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Rice Presidents 
Isabel Alison, Michael Devine, Scotty Stevens, Griffin Palmer, Justin Onwenu, Tessa 
Fries, Jack Toups, Natalie Swanson, Santi Avila, Walden Pemantle 

queens 
Anika Jain, Olivia Morris 

sweet perterters 
Jessica Lee, Kira Chen 

EWBS: it’s a snack 
Autumn Engebretson, Shruti Shah, 
Jack Sheehan, Priyansh Lunia 

chill vibes #ktru 
Sreyas Menon, Rishi Ramesh 

Lady and the Stag DYNASTY 
Grace Wilson, Marcelo Salinas, Jeffrey Michel, John Perez, Marcus Tierrablanca, Chloe Oani, Anamitra Paul, Chloe Wilson, Carolina Hat
anpää, Julianne Oh, Elan Friedland, Meghana Pannala, Natalie Pippolo 
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l 

Chiang Mai University House Church 1/3 Premed + 1/3 Econ + 1/3 Comp = cutest fam ever 

Wesley Yee, Justin Qian, Laurel Kim, Grace Lu, Teddy Zhang, Jenny Chen, Ileana Martinez, Emily Shen, Michael Do, Alex 
Alvin Sheng, Lauren Kang Kim, Spencer Chang 

CHBE LOVE <3 
An Actual Mess 
Mahlet Molla, Jayson Taylor, Tanvi Jadhav 

Monique Hartemink, Carlos Correa, Abdi Sarbessa, Morgen Smith, Brianna 
Singh, Youssef  Machkhas, Adrian Rodriguez, Ana Gonzalez de Corcuera 

Absolute Goonery 
Grace Wilson, Alex Pollatos, Kendall Brice, 
Adam Lawrence, Matt Schulze 

FLY LIKE A G7
 

Madison Morris, Sarasota Serulneck, Nicole Tan, Madison Gabino, Max Martucci,Will 
“FG” Mundy, Jared Aiman, Allen Sellers, Tucker Reinhardt, Oren Pazgal, Miguel Opeña 
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GANG GANG F12 DEEZ NUTZ All We Do is Peng-Win [Best O-Week Group] {Dubs Up} 

Judy Liu, Dessy Akinfenwa, Kevin Mejia, Trent Li, Anitha Aa- Chris Brehm, Emily Roy, Ted Grosson, Chris McCarthy, Mi-
direddy, Bria Murray, Evan Kane, Erika Cabrera, Matthew Burns chael Price, Shade’ Flavien, Bernie Castro, Raidah Ahmed 

The MOB 
Christine Luk, Taegan Howells, Braulio Garcia, Ginny Jeon, Xiaoyao Gao, Kevin Ewart, Sam Robedee, PK, Henry Cao, Chad Fisher, Amanda Suarez, Sue Kim, Ted Grosson, Mae Wismar, Bonnie 
Miller, Jessie Lyle, Jolen Martinez, Lidia Ochoa, Hannah Andersen, Yvonne Carillo, Grace Isakson, Amelia Brumwell, Nolan Bitner, Ian Mauzy, Zubaidat Agboola, John Keogh, Jake Spisak, Meagan 
Hale, Carlos Ochoa, Michael Martinez, Cade Ballew, Jordan Murley, Christen Smajstrla, Joey Munar, Michael Julian, Derrick Torres, Dave Gutierrez, Bailey Covell, Alec Chen, Alex Green 

@521522 
Judy Liu, Jia Zhu, Cynthia Chen, 
Joan Guo 

Rocky got dem gainz 
Niki Parekh, Kyra Lasota, Catie Tsai, Rakesh 
Vijayakumar 

Duncan dingle life 
Abby Lawrence, Juliette Turner-Jones 
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Rice Crew Fall 2017 
John Komoll, Jackson Schaap, Logan Baldridge, Lee Hsieh, Joseph Hubner, Pranav Khemka, Andrew Karlson, Libby Reeves, Anne Rara, 
Michelle Wang, Qiu Wong, Cecilia Villanueva-Boone, Azzy Hinton, Ted Grosson, Daniel Tang, Stoyan Komitov 

McM Diversity Club!!! 
Tim Cheng, Lily Cao, Nathan Park, Jack Fan, 
Winnie Li, Annie Lu 

Egyptian Pharaoh and Saudi Prince 

Tareck Haykal, Abdullah Bukhamsin 

YUH. 
Kush Brahmbhatt, Maddy 
Scannell 

pay attention to me 
Nadia Ansari, Angela Stern, Anna Zuo, Leah 
Sherman, Kathy Le 

BASYK Dance Club 
Candice Liu, Emily Ashkin, Gabriela Barrios, Jenny Chen, Linda Liu, Yoona Oh, Joanne 
Zhou, Natalie Dickman, Michael Do, Kathy Yu, Amy Doan, Franklin Zhang, Phoebe Dang 
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Vertical Integration 
Michael Devine, Nathan Tat, 
Charles Ronkos, Justin Qian 

Fresh AF #ARCHILIFE 
Caitlin Simcox, Harish Krishnamoorthy, Ava Chen, Emma Brown, Eric Baik, Zee Zeng, Justin Fan, Justin Ning, 
Natalia Koziel, Jadon Jiang, Gabriella Feuillet, Marlena Fleck, Xueyuan Wang, Jiaye Li, Peter Lin, Wenyi Zheng, 
Yifei Zhang, Yujia Huo 

CALCulus 
Chloe Oani, Annie Yang, Lauren Kang, 
Christina Lee 

Las Perras Malas ;) 
Oeishi Banerjee, Medha Gupta, Ben 
Alers, Nick Jerge 

brobama & bro biden 2k17 

Ashley Nguyen, Angie Vertti 

Big Booty Band! Fantastic Beats And Where To Hear Them 
Amanda Perozo, Ken Zeng, Claire Carpenter, Ajay Subramanian, Missy Lo, George 
Dyre, Raquel Marroquin, Caroline Burge, Frelicia Tucker, Brian Le, Stephen Chen 

Andy, Ashley, Caro, Daniel, Dora, Haelee, Hoang, 
Katherine, Mukund (Austin, L, Matthew, Mimi) 
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'); DROP STABLE Photos;-
Anthony Tzen, Tim Van Baak, Melinda 
Crane, Madeleine Nikirk 

Oodles and oodles of poodles 
Nickolas Walling, Lavina Kalwani, Luis Gustavo de Azevedo Gomes, Stephen Chamness, 
Thomas Zhang, Adam Gurin, Victor Nguyen, Claire Boschert 

Best Friends ! 
Jonathan Busquets, Heather Tsong, Perris Lewis, Kathleen Hu, Samrawit Belachew, Jose Escalante, Alex, Thuc Truong, Aseem Utrankar, 
Edward Liew, Michelle Huang, Karen Wood, Arianna Napieralski, Michael Martinez 

RU Animating 
Mandy Li, Diego Delgado, Mengjia Liu, Linda Wu, Yufei Cui, 
Eric Baik, Harish Krishnamoorthy 

New Fires, Beanie Baby not pictured 
Vincent Gonzales, Ilana Nyveen, Mandy Quan, Danielle Manahan, 
Habeen Chang, Gabby Falcon, Helen Bonnyman, Areli Navarro Magallón 
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Dumb & Dumber 
Juliana Wang, Mackenzie Flanagan 

O U I <3 
Winnie Wu, Wendy Wu 

the suite YAMs <3 
Michelle Tran, Alina Chen, Yoo Jin Kim 

3 smol asian girls 
Joanna Yang, Janet Fan, Kira Chen 

RIP Ricky 
Stephanie Trejo, Elizabeth Gamez 

“There’s always money in the ba
nana stand!!!” -George Bluth Sr. 

Lilly Wurm 

TO INFINITY AND NEON YEAR II
 

Christina Tan, Lizzie Bjork, Lucy Fox, Javier Lehtinen, Jackson Stiles, Louis Cole, Gillian 
Culkin, Erika Schumacher, Darren Corprew, John Chen, Namanh Kapur 

Grup 8: Sid Life on Deck 
Allen Sellers, Andrew Pham, Aneel Damaraju, Benjamin Klimko, Erin Kim, Kseniya Anishchenko, Kyle Sheth, 
Meghan Kapur, Nia Prince, Nicole Limberg, Rosemary Yang, Trevor Egerton, Wenyi Zheng, Gia Longoria 
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Farhan & Dagem (colorized) 

Farhan Kawsar (brown guy), Dagem 
Adera (black guy) 

GIVE YOUR MOTHER HER ID!! #PaintingAtTheDisco 
Frances Williamson, Adam Krupinski, Samantha Breaux, Amy Huyen, Prinon Shahed, Cade 
Ballew, Luis Clague, Santi Avila, Anna Jorgensen, Ksenia Metruck, Mark Trevino, Jason Choi 

'6310/10 

XA RCEMB Small Group <3 
Reagan Hahn, Christy Warden, Elizabeth Jowers, 
Maura Boerio, Brooke Evans 

Emma Brown, Taylor DeWoody, Shikha Avancha, Cole Lambo, Sree Yeluri, Tanvi Jadhav, 
Aadith Vittala, Josh Bae, Krystal Cheung, Alvin Zhang, Michael Young, Jose Yarborough 

homeboy's gonna, like... get it #suite142 

Emily Chang, Whitney Jin, Aakanksha Khadye, 
Beth Buchanan 

MOB Strings Ampire 
Braulio Garcia, Taegan Howells, Xiaoyao Gao, Ginny Jeon, PK, Christine Luk 
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OH SO FINE!!!
 

Daniel Ngo, Alex DeAnda, Nicole Tan, Pujita Munnangi, Tucker Reinhardt, Zach Moxley, Victor 

Gonzalez, Meg Brigman, Nick Leisle, Medha Gupta, Ben Alers, Mojola Balogun, and Not Aaron
 

wine and cheese 4ever 
Winnie Wu, Joanna Yang 

HACER 
Nati Salazar, Brenda Venegas, Angie Vertti, Sophia Pereira, 
Laura Yordan, Ileana Martinez 

Yummy! 
Vy Pham, Lydia Guo, Andrea Augustine, Myra Ramdenbourg, 
Samiksha Deme, Shelly Zhou 

Hippies Don’t Lie 
Shaian Mohammadian, Daniel DeGrasse, Vy Dang, Caitlin 
Simcox, Stephanie Tyler, Valerie Du, Natalie Gault 

Kirby X Old Spanish 
Jesse Pan, Jason Yin, William Li, Frank Chen, Wei Wu 
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UPTOWN DUNC
 

Christina Tan, Luis Zelaya, Arjun Peddireddy, Josh Dunning, Alaina Bertram, Elena 
Komiya, Sharon Wang, Virginia Xie, Max Lin 

Wiess Battlesows!!11!! 
Maddie Shen, Romanda Dobson, Becca Federman, Lily Vo, Marianne Herve, Jagnoor Benipal, Liz Kacpura, Rachel Ngo, Loryn 
Hudson, Claire Carpenter, Emma Every, Ashley Snell, Serena Tohme, Sarah Silberman, Arisa Sadeghpour, CecyVillanueva-
Boone, Ella Segal, Lauren Hoang, Newsha Nikzad, Olivia Daneker, Sunny Chen, Colin Hensen, Ellery Pickens, Olasina Awe, Abhi 
Brahme 

“Lucky charms meets Fruit 
Loops <3” - Team RaeJae 2017 

Renée Kono, Jae Phan 

Memphis, you know you miss 
us pt. 3 
Niki Parekh, Akin Bruce 

Gal Pals 
Sugi Panneerselvam, Laura Keehan, Jordan Bulanda, Isabel 
Alison 

1 0 8 
Rémy Slimp, Danny Aguiar, Amy Lin, Joel Abraham, Will Ledig 
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MOBStaff 
Chad Fisher, Jake Spisak, Amelia Brumwell, Bonnie Miller, Bailey Covell, Sam Robedee, Jolen Martinez, Grace Isakson, Carlos Ochoa, 
Jordan Murley, Joey Munar, Michael Martinez, Michael Julian, Braulio Garcia, Taegan Howells, Christine Luk, Kevin Ewart 

Suite 137 more like 
Arush Shekar, George Dyre, Andy Cheng, Nathaniel Wu 

#yolo 
Amanda Hernandez, Christine Wang 

hoe of all trades 
Janet Fan, Joanna Yang, Won Hee Cho, Chris Kim 

“Chris I’m going to crush you” 
Chris Almendariz, Vivian Wilhelms 
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We ARE old. 
Tareck Haykal, Nikola Dyulgyarov 

BONOBOS! 
Jolen Martinez, Yvonne Carrillo 

Jaded CS majors post COMP 
215 exam. Also roommates. 
Jack Duryea, Shashank Mahesh 

DADA 
Dominic Herkes, Akash Gupta, Daniel Ngo, Ashton Thrasher 

Best 3/8 of Suite 461 
Joe Holden, Anu Dwarumpudi, Monika Karki 

Serra Sozen, Guillermo Ortiz Ahedo, Alejandro Moyano, Diego 
Gonzalez 

A frequent occupant of the Wiess music room, 
you can find this recluse learning all kinds of 
songs on his recently acquired ukulele. 

Jacob Liang 
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LIT NIGHT 2K17 
Lit Night 

End of midterm break: 
New Do, Improved Me! 
Zubaidat Agboola 

The Tat Dynasty Rules On! :D 

Candise Tat and Nathan Tat 

Welcome to the family, 
Wilson! 
Reagan Hahn, Preston Quine 

RESP 2017!!! :)
 

Claire Carpenter, Leah Olivo, Stephanie Trejo, Isabel White, Olasina Awe, Alexis McAlister, Chinthana Thangavel, 
Jennifer Ho, Romanda Dobson, Zubaidat Agboola, Jade Kanemitsu, Carmen Prado, Shade’ Flavien, Abril Dominguez, 
Stephanie Ponce, Olasina Awe, Daniel Davis 
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Look back at it 
Emily Hwang, Hope Fa-Kaji, Kristen Ferrara, Katherine Hu, 
Lindsey Douglas 

Triple Threat: dab dab $$ garba squad 
Akash Gupta, Meera Devarajan, Bowie Lin 

usually we have a rbf but we decided to smile 
for this one 

Madison Gabino, Cat Grasso, Vivian Wilhelms 

me + all my friends saga continues 
Harrison Lin 

CAAM Fam Suite Squad (Wiess 233 for life!!!) :) 

Ananya Venkat, Claire Carpenter, Aarohi Mehendale, Maddie 
Shen 

BANGERS ONLY 
Justin Kim, Osmond Wen, Thuc Truong 
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To Vy or not to Vy 
Vy Pham, Samiksha Deme 

Cardiospectacular: The Alpha PBL Group 
Carolina De Santiago, Erik Wu, Evyenia Kakadiaris, Joanna Yang, Peter Suzuki, 
Rohan Palanki, (Not present: Karen Vasquez, Riana Syed) 

Small Goal: 300 POINTS 
Jian Huang, Yirong Yang, Hanji Zhou, Haoming Ning 

Hawaii Met Your Mother 5ever! 
Michelle Zhao, Thomas Herring, Kush Brahmbhatt, Shelbi 
Armstrong, Paul Jiang, Sapna Suresh 

Science Olympiad Alumni Association Officers 

Felix Wu, Edward Gao, Saurabh Harohalli, Johann Gan 

Hanna......? 
Hannah George, Hope Fa-Kaji, Hanna Gratch 
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MastaCal 
Panos Kontoyiannis, Ben Alers, Xin Tan, Ryan Quach 

When the fam doesn't show up ft. 72 fully-intact limbs 
Alishan Noorani, Alex Oranday, Rishi Ramesh, John Townley, Jeremy Castro, 
Andrew Abikhaled, Camille Kang, Riana Syed, Saipriya Lammata, Sam Zhang, 
Shreya Ingle, Sarah Woodfin, Takuma Makihara 

"Did you know all of these are going on Facebook??" 

Cat Grasso, Vivian Wilhelms, Chris Almendariz, Diego Gonzalez 

Caught off guard...literally all the time 
Cindy Nguyen, Rachel Ngo 

Placmen 4 lyfe (a.k.a. B-af a.k.a. Clotbusters) 
Sammi Lu, Natalie Dickman, Patricia Thai, Babs Ogunbanwo, Kiara Reyes Gamas, Taka Iida, Brett Stern 
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Divider  

W I N T E R
A cold night. 

The soft sobs of  three students trying desperately to remember 
the difference between Sevenless, Son of  Sevenless, and Bride 
of  Sevenless (seriously, what the fuck). The lights were dim in 
the commons that night as we trudged on in our studies. Hope? 
There was none. December is a weary month for overworked 
cell biology students, with a looming final between us and the 
sweet salvation of  winter break. And then… what’s this? A 
shout came from the hallway. 

“SNOW!” 

All thoughts of  studying were forgotten, and we rushed outside 
to see the beautiful white crystals falling from the sky (all 
five of  them, which was basically a snowstorm). Though we 
couldn’t stay long before returning to our torture, the moments 
standing out in the cold watching the snowfall with two people 
I really didn’t know very well at all will stand out in my mind 
forever as a vaguely pleasant way to escape the drudgery of 
pointless pathway memorization. 

Story by Chris Vangundy (18) 
Design by Kira Chen 

MONSTERS RECEPTION 
Photo by: Kira Chen 
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RUNWAY MODELS 
Chelsea Wen (21), Renee 
Kono (18), Jae Phan (18), 
and Shotaro Abe (20). 
showed off  their fierce 
catwalks.  Photo courtesy 
of  Mai Ton


 

    6100Main is Rice’s online fashion group. If  you 
need fashion styling tips, 6100Main has got you. 

to show Asian fashion in it contemporary, fusion, 
and cultural nature. Each semester, 6100Main has 

CLUB 
FEATURE: 

If  you need a refreshing make up look, 6100Main 
has got you. If  you want a photoshoot with a cool 
outfit, 6100Main has got you. If  you want to know 
how to catfish someone successfully, 6100Main 
has got you. It deals with all things fashion related 
on campus. It aims to inspire students to be more 
creative through fashion.
   The group has held weekly ‘outfit of  the day’ 
posts where a notable outfit, scouted on campus, 
is featured. The group seeks to explore where 
Rice students draw their fashion styles from and 
encourage others to form a style that is uniquely 
their own. 6100Main has also organized the 
fashion show for 2017’s Lunar New Year. The show 
seeked to present Asian clothing as much more 
than just traditional qi paos and ao dais. It seeked 

collaborated with the Rice Environmental Club to 
hold a clothing swap as well. The clothing swaps 
allow students to exchange clothes, influence styles, 
and reduce textile waste. 
   At the end of  the year, it released a “wide-spread 
and acclaimed” music video with an intent on 
deconstructing the boundaries of  masculinity on 
campus. Through their styling, make up work, and 
editing, they produced a video that modeled Charli 
XCX’s “BOYS” music video and featured the boys 
of  Rice University. 

Their work can be found on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter at 6100Main. 

Story by Mai Ton 
Design by Vy Pham 
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LUNAR NEW YEAR 
FASHION SHOW Vy Pham 
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(21) and Mai Ton (21) strike a 
pose after hosting the annual 
Lunar New Year Fashion 
Show.  Photo courtesy of 
Chelsea Wen 
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ktru-96.1 FM
 
bringing music to rice
 

Need something to listen to while 
you’re churning out that thermodynam 
ics problem set? Or studying for that 
organic chemistry midterm? Or sketch 
ing the sally port while enjoying a sunny 
Friday afternoon? Don’t fear! Tune into 
Rice’s very own student run radio sta 
tion—KTRU. Students can listen in 24/7 
on 96.1 FM as well as through iTunes, 
iHeartRadio, and the KTRU website. The 
goal of  KTRU is to bring alternate forms 
of  making music to Houston radio and 
let people know that good music comes in 
many forms. “We exist mostly to educate, 
both our listeners and our djs in regards 
of  music that doesn’t really get a lot of 
exposure,” said Rachel Bui. For this rea 
son, they broadcast a collection of  shows 
dedicated to a wide range of  musical 
genres. Chickenskin includes a collage of 
folk, bluegrass, and blues while Scorda 
tura explores modern and contemporary 
music. Africana delves into the world of 
African music while Navrang introduces 
listeners to Bollywood. 

KTRU was founded on February 1, 
1967, which means they celebrated 50 
years of  radio in 2017. The occasion 

called for a special event—Swar Yatra—in 
September that included free food, henna 
tattoos, and musical performances by 
Indian artists in tribute of  25 years of  the 
Navrang show. Outside of  Swar Yatra, 
KTRU has hosted numerous campus wide 
events centered on immersing Rice stu 
dents with live music of  all types. In No 
vember, they organized for a Houston rap 
per TAME, the Aspiring Me to perform 
at pub at as part of  their ongoing series 
“Beats and Beer”. Additionally, they’ve put 
together multiple, lively concerts at the 
RMC courtyard featuring artists such as 
Anti-Lilly, Ancient Cat Society, and Days 
N Daze. Often KTRU will collaborate 
with other organizations on campus such 
as MATCHBOX gallery to throw more 
sophisticated, themed events that go late 
into the night. All of  their shows are free 
and always open to the public! 

Story and Design by Monika Karki 
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u-96.1 FM 
bringing music to rice
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Nathaniel Forrester (19) 

Anitha Aadireddy (18) 

Nikhil Chellam (18) 

Photo courtesy of  Nicholas McMillan 

speak 
outWhat did you do during 

the snow days? 
“I came on campus, slept on a friend’s floor, 
and spent the snow days either on EMS 
duty, getting ahead in my classes, or playing 
hours of  basketball at the rec.” 

Nathaniel Forrester (19) 

“I watched all three of  the movies on 
Netflix I wanted to see while all curled up 
in my blanket.” 

Anitha Aadireddy (18) 

“I just played endless games of  Smash, back 
to back, and nothing else.” 

Nikhil Chellam (18) 

IN THE MEADOW WE CAN BUILD A 
SNOWMAN Bowie Lin (18), Angelo Rossi 
(18), and Steve Schara (19) admire their handi-
work in the academic quad. The trio built a 
miniature snowman in the academic quad, 
placing it on top of  one of  the bushes. “There 
was snow way around it,” Rossi said. “Building 
a snowman was the right thing to do.” Photo 
courtesy of Rice University 

COZY ONEZIES Joel Kim (19), Helen Wei 
(18), Tanvi Varadhachary (19), and Smeet 
Madhani (20) dress up in onesies in the cold 
weather to make some snowballs. The teams 
for the snowball fight were divided into people 
in onesies and people not wearing onesies. 
“We decided to have a snowball fight but had 
to finesse the snow a little by collecting it in 
a trash can and adding water so that we could 
actually make snowballs,” Wei said. Photo 
courtesy of Charis Wang 
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'Snow Place 
Like Rice 
Rice campus celebrates snow with 
snowmen and snowball fights 
   Facing a colder winter than usual, the Rice campus saw not one, but two 

snow days. Students went outside to gape in awe, take videos and photos, 

and even build snowmen. For those who came from warmer climates, the 

snow was a surprise to celebrate.

   “I woke up early so the snow wouldn’t be melted,” Riana Syed (19) said. 

“We made tiny little mini snowmen, and I hated all the people from the 

North who were dicks about the snow.”

   On the other hand, those who came from colder climates where snow was 

the norm every winter thought the ice days were nothing special.

   “Coming from Virginia, which is still considered part of  the south, it 

literally didn’t snow here,” Peter Suzuki (19) said.

   As snow fell and the roads iced over, the campus was closed for everyone 

for two days, except for a few essential staff  members. The timing of
 
campus closure was oddly similar to the campus closure during Hurricane 

Harvey. Both occurred in the second week of  their respective semesters, 

leading students to crack jokes about “Winter Storm Harvey.”

   Despite school being canceled, studies still continued for many students.

   “I just sat in Fondy even though it was technically closed, because being 

away from Fondy for more than one day gives me anxiety,” Anthony Cho 

(20) said.
   Transportation was limited during these few days due to the dangers of 

driving on ice. Students trapped at home and on campus, nonetheless, found 

ways to entertain themselves.

   “Unfortunately, it was mostly ice, so when I went outside it was kind of 

impossible to throw any snowballs at my friends,” Safina Hsu (19) said. “I 

actually ended up hiding inside most of the time, playing board games with 

my friends, because I’m horrible when it comes to cold weather.”
 

Story and design by Joanna Yang 

SQUIRELLWISE GAMGEE A squirrel tiptoes 
around the snow covered campus, searching 
for food. With the freezing temperatures, the 
ground was frozen solid, making it hard for the 
squirrels to find their acorns. “The squirrels are 
always fearless,” Chelsea Wu (18) said. Photo 
courtesy of Rice University 
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SOUND CHECK Dan Englund 
(20) operates the soundbound in the 
back of  Hamman Hall, allowing for 
the entirely mic'd cast to perform to 
their best ability. Photos courtesy of 
Jeff Fitlow 

A VADA & 
 
Rice Players Musical Production



The Rice Players and the Department of  Visual and Dramatic 
Arts teamed up to bring an off-Broadway darling to the Hamman Hall 
stage. Written by “La La Land” and “Dear, Evan Hansen” duo Benj 
Pasek and Justin Paul, “Dogfight” explores the cruel antics of  soldiers 
about to shipped out to Vietnam. The ensemble of  men decide to play 
a game they call dofight, in which the one who brings back the ugliest 
woman wins. It sounds horrific from any moralistic standpoint. But 
that’s part of  the brilliance. 

“Dogfight” doesn’t sidestep these conflicts, thereby sanctifying 
the ensemble cast of  men in favor of  military reverence. When done 
badly, such a production can overlook important themes and instead 
become a mysoginistic showcase. When done right, however, such a 
production can tackle issues that are often overlooked or forgetten in 
favor of  history’s broader strokes. The military has always admittedly 
had a problem with misogyny and still does; Don’t Ask Don’t Tell 
was only repealed within the past decade and there is still warranted 
distrust surrounding sexual harassment and assault proceedings 
within the military. 

This production handled it well while allowing for its characters 
to shine, with buoying performances from Kaitlyn Zoeller (19), Will 

GROUP DYNAMICS Will 
Grimme (20) stands to the left of 
Justin Bernard (18) as they pray, 
with Bernard portraying one of  his 
many characters in the show. Photo 
courtesy of Jeff Fitlow 

120120 Winter 

MARINE TIME The 
ensemble cast of  marines 
take part in a musical 
number, showing off  their vocal 
and acting prowess on Hamman Hall’s stage when 
together. Pictured from left to right in the back is Bryan Najera Demoraes 
(21), Jake Reinhart (19), Harrison Lorenzen (21). In the front, from left to right, 
is Johnathon Berry (19), Will Grimme (20), and Alan Kim (20). Photo courtesy of 
Jeff Fitlow 

Grimme (20), Justin Bernard (18), and various others in what was 
truly an ensemble production. 

The production was a long while in the making. The Rice 
Players and VADA chose “Dogfight” a year or so beforehand. They 
collaborated on set designs while hiring professional light design. 
Nathaniel Williams (18), a Rice Players Coordinator, did a masterful 
job as the main Producer from the Rice Players. 

“Producing Dogfight was different from producing previous shows 
because VADA’s resources made the process a lot smoother. Overall I 
think the show was a great success,” Williams said. 

With casting handled last semester and winter break available to 
memorize, “Dogfight” moved at a quick pace. It’s set was breathtaking, 
with replicas of  the Golden Gate Bridge among other lavish pieces 
that also served as inventive means to differentiate rooms and reinvent 
the set each time the lights came up. 

The last time the Rice Players had contributed to a musical was 
about four years ago with “Little Shop of  Horrors”. It takes a lot of 
energy, determination, and of  course, money. But when it’s done and 
all comes together, it is magical. 

This time, it came together not only as a great production in terms 
of  acting, design, musical talent, and staging, but also in its political 
relevance in terms of  the #MeToo movement. It was been a long time 
in the making, but “Dogfight” felt purposeful and freshly chosen. 

Story and Design by David Cirillo 



Dogfight  Dogfight121121 



Winter

 

 

Headphone Zone 
Rice shows off its wide variety 
of musical talent 

Story and design by Amy Zhang 

Students on Rice campus 
not only come from diverse 
backgrounds, but they also 
have very diverse tastes 
in music. Several aspiring 
musicians have joined or 
created a musical group 
on campus to express their 
creativitiy. Some of these 
groups range from classical 
music to music with a 
cultural background. Other 
musical artists began with 
covering famous songs and 
eventually grew to produce 
their own music and perform 
at various venues. 

Musical Peformer: Steve Cox’s Beard 

How would you describe your genre of  music 
and how did your group come together?. 
We would call ourselves a “jazz-fusion"” group. It all 
started in 2012 when four of  the original members 
were in the same musical FWIS together. Our 
band name is named after an old CAAM professor/ 
magister, who had a nice beard. 
Photo courtesy of  Christina Tan 

Young A.G.
 


Musical Peformer: Angel Garces (Young A.G.) 

How did your musical career start, and how would you describe the genre of  music you perform? 
The way I would describe my music is, first and foremost, hip hop. I write original lyrics over beats that 
I get from other producers that I know, some of  which are at Rice and some of  which are back in my 
hometown of  Allen, Texas. To give some context, I started rapping two years ago. I taught myself  how 
to freestyle rap by watching YouTube videos and practicing on my own. I eventually worked my way 
towards writing lyrics. I found the process of  learning to rap very similar to improvising on saxophone, 
which I have played for 10 years. Overall, I find the process of  composing raps to be very therapeutic, 
as I write about my own life experiences and how my background has contributed to my success here at 
Rice. 

Where do you find the best outlets to share your music with the Rice community? 
As far as outlets to perform, it’s actually not too difficult to find performance opportunities at Rice. I’ve 
performed a total of  10 different shows on Rice campus. Some of  the venues that I have performed 
at include Coffeehouse’s Espresso Yourself, HACER’s Ritmo, and McMurtry’s McScottish Night. 
However, I would say that the most memorable performance was at HACER’s Ritmo, where I performed 
two very important songs. The first song was entitled “Perceptions,“ which is a song that discusses 
my background and my experience as a Hispanic at Rice. The second song was a cover of  Logic’s 
“1-800-273-8255,” a song aimed at mental health awareness. This song specifically talks about suicide 
awareness, but its positive message can be applied to people with any mental illness. Performing a 
spanglish version of  1-800 at Ritmo was probably the most powerful moment for me as an artist because 
I have personal experience with how important it is to preserve your mental health. I had numerous 
students come up and congratulate me for my performance talking about a subject matter that is not 
often talked about in the Hispanic community. 

What’s your favorite piece of  music you’ve either written or performed? 
As of  now, my favorite song that I have ever written is a cover of  G-Eazy’s “That’s a Lot.” I started it 
when I was coming back from a trip to New Orleans with my friends. The reason why I chose to cover 
G-Eazy’s “That’s a Lot” is because first, the beat bumps, but mainly because the words “That’s a Lot“ 
spoke to me in a very personal way. Last year, I was in the process of  applying to med school, which is 
a very stressful process in itself. I probably wrote 20+ unique essays over the course of  three months to 
justify why I wanted to go to medical school. Unfortunately, things didn’t end up going as I originally 
planned, and I have now set my course on applying to graduate programs, including Master’s and PhD 
programs in Bioengineering. That’s why the words “That’s a Lot” spoke to me very personally. Because 
the pressures and stress of  being a student at Rice last year was a lot to bear. I wrote this song to detail 
my personal experiences over the past year and to remind myself  to not think about what I did not 
accomplish, but to look back on all the wonderful things that I did accomplish. One of  my favorite lines 
in the song is “Everything breakin’ my chest like a bench press. Once it goes down, I feel I cannot lift 
it. Hindsight is 20/20, go and win it. Look at all that you’ve done, all you’ve accomplished.“I hope that 
this song can help other Rice students to take a step back and enjoy the ride. Everyone is special and 
everyone at this university has accomplished something that they can take pride in. 

Photo courtesy of  Angel Garces 
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Naughty Boi 

Musical Peformers: Deepu Karri (20) and Ajith Kumar (20) 

How did your musical career start and how would you describe the genre of  music you perform?. 
Ajith: Well for me, I started making music on my guitar when I was 14. Then one day, I was bored waiting for my 
computer to load so I just started randomly fiddling around with my piano and came up with a hip-hop style song. 
From then on I started dabbling in basic hip-hop production and then porgressed onwards to being more serious 
about music production as a whole. I’d call Naughty Boi’s style of  music a combination of  Indian rap/funk/dance 
hall/EDM. When we drop the album next semester, people will understand what that means. 
Deepu: Lyrics wise I remember reading a Shel Silverstein poem in front of  my 8th grade English class and 
everybody praised me for my loud delivery. Since then I always wanted to be loud, so I would write raps for class 
projects, cultural fairs, and performances. For my Mr. Sid audition, I wrote the original portion of  Naughty Boi to 
perform for the talent session, and Ajith and I decided afterward that this project had a lot of  potential to be much 

y Zhang more than that. 

Photo by Amy Zhang 

Mariachi Luna Llena 
Musical Peformer: Mariachi Luna Llena 

How would you describe your genre of  music and 
how did your group come together?. 
We play mariachi music, which is a genre of 
traditional Mexican music. The band was founded 5 
years ago by Alberto Rodriguez (class of ’15). Only 
one of  the founding members is in the group today, 
but we still see most of  the alumni at our annual 
spectacular. 

Photo courtesy of  Mariachi Luna Llena 

The Beatboxing Club 


Musical Peformer: The Beatboxing Club (Nick Ge (18), Win Soon (18), Angel 

Garces (18), Ajay Subramanian (18) Shotaro Abe (17)) Interviewee: Win Soon 


How would you describe the genre of  music your group performs?. 

We perform all kinds of  music, but mostly hip hop and electronic-based. 

Beatbox initially evolved from hip-hop roots, but over time, the movement has 

grown to incorporate more genres of  music. We often experiment and adapt 

our own music to different types of  performances. 


Where do you find the best outlets to share your music with the Rice 
community? 
We love to perform at shows throughout the year, like Espresso Yourself  at 
Coffehouse and many cultural events like Lunar New Year and Midautumn 
Festival. Since 2015, we started hosting a Hip Hop Night, an event where 
we bring together the different pillars of  hip hop together, including rap, 
breakdancing, beatboxing, and DJing, under one night of  showcases. That’s 
probably the best outlet for us to express our music in collaboration with the 
other disciplines. 

Photo courtesy of  The Rice Beatboxing Club 

Southside 


Musical Peformer: Southside (Kevin Li (17), Jessica Lee (17), Dana Lim (17) 
(not pictured), and Charis Wang (17)) Interviewee: Charis Wang 

How would you describe the genre of  music your group performs and 
how did your musical group originally form? 
The original four of  us - Kevin Li, Jessica Lee, Dana Lim, and myself  - met 
in the Campanile non-major orchestra during our freshmen year. I liked 
playing in an orchestra, but I had always liked small music ensembles better. 
I think it went something like me proposing the idea of  a quartet to my 
friend Kevin, and he was fully on board. I was also friends with our violist 
Dana, and Kevin with our second violinist Jessica, and thus, our quartet was 
born. We started rehearsing together in the spring of  our freshmen year 
and performed for Espresso Yourself  at the end of  the semester. We’re a 
classical music ensemble, so we play head-bangers like Dvorak and Grieg. 
We like to mix up the music genres in our performances, though, so that 
we’ll usually play a classical piece first, then play one or two pop or modern 
arrangements. It’s fun for us and for our audiences. Last year, we endeavored 
to play a string quintet by Dvorak that’s composed for two violins, two 
violas, and a cello, so we recruited Molly Turner, a wonderfully talented 
undergraduate composition major who can also play viola, violin, and piano, 
as our second violist. That piece has always been one of  my favorites and to 
be able to play it with friends was a dream come true. 

Photo courtesy of  Southside Quartet 
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Take Two
 
Moody center celebrates second birthday 

     On February 23,the Moody Center celebrated 
its second birthday. The revelry was marked by a 
performance by Houston’s The Wild Moccasins, 
a gallery of  student art, wining and dining, and a 
gathering of  Rice students and the Houston public 
alike. The lights outside were dim and warm while 
the lights inside were cool, bright, and calming 
There were four main, separate areas. A quiet, 
all-white room housed a set of  metallic galaxies. 
A well-lit room allowed for a quiet burbling mixer 
of  all kinds of  people. In the cool air, colorful live 
music invigorated a crowd. In the Center’s largest 
room, student artists displayed their works, ranging 
from small 8.5x11 inch pieces to wall-sized works.
     The Moody Center is an architecturally unique 
building filled with a variety of  rooms of  different 
shapes, sizes and purposes. It houses a café, art 
exhibits, a VR space, classes, a wood shop, a 
MakerSpace, a metal shop, a completely ventilated 
spray paint room, and carefully designed doors and 
stairs. It stands in stark contrast with any and every 
other building that exists on the Rice campus; it’s a 
space where creativity of  any sort thrives.
     “I was thoroughly fascinated by the beauty 
of  this building and all these exhibitions,” Paul 
Jiang (21) said. “I loved the idea of  computational 

visual design and would love to [see such] an 
exhibition here.”
     Jiang and others are excited about the future 
for the Moody Center, especially as its exact role 
and purpose is still in the works. However, other 
students felt that this haven for art came at the 
cost of  the Rice Art Gallery in Sewell Hall. 

“An artist would come in and take over the 
entire gallery space, which I thought was really 
cool and unique,” George Barrow (18) said. 
“Some of  them would paint the walls, and some 
of them really took it to the next level and would 
build these massive structures and completely 
transform the room. To me it was more than a 
typical gallery space.”
     In the end, the story of  the Moody Center is 
just beginning. There are those that are curious 
and those that have never visited it. Only time 
will tell if  it will be accepted as a staple of  Rice 
culture and Rice art. 

Story by Rishi Ramesh 
Design by Joanna Yang 
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Moody's Birthday  

GOOD TIMES  Ethan Hasiuk 
While the Moody Center itself  is 
fascinating, the event that they threw 
was also a spectacle. The live music may 
have just been a welcome bonus to some, 
but to Ethan Hasiuk (18), it was the main 
attraction. “I’ve seen [the Wild Moccasins] 
three or four times during my time in 
Houston, and this might have been my 
last time seeing them, so I got a set list,” 
Hasiuk said. “Me and my friends were all 
there together, and we danced really hard 
together.” Photo by Rishi Ramesh 

NEVER TOO LATE George Barrow 
For seniors, it’s one of  their last 
opportunities to come to the Moody Center 
for an event. They’re about to leave as the 
potential of  the center is really taking off, 
and many have waited with anticipation 
for the art. “With [the Moody Center], I 
hadn’t been told when they rotated exhibits 
so I hadn’t gotten here much. When I heard 
there was an event, I really wanted to go.” 
George Barrow (18) said. Photo by Rishi 
Ramesh 

SEEING STARS While art may be 
mysterious to most observers, the students 
that work at the Moody Center help decode 
it. Meagan Hale (21) was on shift during 
the event, and she had some revelations 
about the major work on display. “This 
whole thing is based on a physicist’s 
multiverse theory, and so the artist worked 
with an astrophysicist for five years before 
creating this,” Hale said. “It’s supposed to 
be different iterations of  the big bang, and 
each one of  these is a different universe that 
could exist, and each one is a galaxy.” Photo 
by Rishi Ramesh 
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Dean Hutch  

beginning


of an end
 

Professor John Hutchinson steps 
 
down as Dean of Undergraduates

     On July 1, 2018, Dean Hutchinson will resume full-time teaching 
and research in the Department of  Chemistry after eight years as 
the Dean of  Undergraduates. Bridget Gorman, current Will Rice 
College magister and chair of  the sociology department, will succeed 
Hutchinson as the new dean. 
     The position was created by President Leebron to replace the role 
of  Vice President for Student Affairs. “At Rice in particular, there is 
kind of  a single view of  the Rice undergraduate population. And there 
are elements of  that experience that might not be the first priority 
for the Dean of  the School of  Engineering or the Dean of  Music,” 
Leebron said. “If  someone was to be responsible for the undergraduate 
experience in a broad sense, …[it] should be under someone who has 
been a faculty member and wants to take that experience to a different 
level. So we abolished the position of  vice president of  student affairs 
and we created the position of  Dean of  Undergraduates.”
     Some notable changes implemented by Hutchinson during his 
time as dean include the alcohol policy that prohibits the consumption 
of  hard alcohol on campus and the creation of  Critical Thinking in 
Sexuality courses. “Hutch played a far greater role in the creation of 
CTIS than most students are aware of. The original idea actually came 
out of  a meeting between Hutch and then SA President Jazz Silva in 
the wake of  the Survey of  Unwanted Sexual Experiences,” Griffin 
Thomas (18), the former SA president, said. “Hutch was truly one of 
the original creators of  the program, and was the program’s fiercest 
advocate through its implementation. From the program’s inception 
to today, Hutch has been there every step along the way, and it stands 
today as a true testament to what can be accomplished when student 
leaders partner with the Dean.”
     One of  his greatest strengths as dean appears to be making students 
a priority. “The calendar of  any Dean on campus is bound to be 
incredibly full, but the Dean of  Undergraduates calendar is especially 
chaotic. Hutch had a full schedule during business hours, and needed 
to accommodate unusual student hours, as well,” Thomas said. “Given 

the constant constraints on his schedule, I give him a lot of  credit for 
always making his meetings with student leaders a priority. Always.”
     Provost Miranda said, “...Hutch cares deeply about each and 
every one of  our undergraduates. He handles even the most difficult 
situations with compassion and integrity. He is the first in the room 
to listen. He is a powerful communicator. He never loses his sense of 
humor or his optimism.”
     Despite these praises from students and administration, there has 
also been inevitable criticisms. “He answers to students, he answers to 
faculty, and he answers to the administration - and all on different issues 
and in different contexts. And it’s rare that everyone is happy with him 
on any given decision,” his wife Paula Hutchinson said. 
     “Ultimately, I have the greatest respect for Hutch. He genuinely 
has students’ best interest in mind, and I do not think that students 
understand just how rare that is in a Dean of  Undergraduates. We are 
incredibly lucky to have him,” Thomas said. “With that said, he did cut 
corners in terms of  process in his later years as Dean, and often did 
not engage students as robustly as he could or should have. Even if  you 
agree with what he is trying to accomplish, which I almost always did, 
it’s difficult to earn student trust if  the process isn’t transparent.”
     Despite the option to become a provost after the position of  dean, 
Hutch has elected to return to teaching and research due to limited 
interaction with students as provost. “The question is ‘Do I want to be a 
provost?’ and the answer is ‘I don’t know if  that’d be as good of  a job as 
being Dean of  Undergraduates,’” Hutchinson said.
     “The job has been frustrating at times, it’s been heartbreaking 
at times. It’s been demanding at times but he has loved it. He has 
absolutely loved it,” Paula Hutchinson said. “It’s tiring though and I’m 
glad for that point that he is finally saying, ‘Okay.’ They wanted him to 
do it ten years and we said, ‘No way. No how.’ It’s time for somebody 
else to come and do wonderful things.” 

Story and Design by Emma Min 
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Baker celebrates classiest semiformal 

A STARRY NIGHT 

 

Baker, the oldest residential college at Rice, has always been known for being 
classy. However, the BGHS ministers took it to a whole other level this year by 
throwing a semiformal dance, complete with an array of  food, music from past 
decades, and a photo booth. Bakerites took a break from their packed schedules, 
slipped into formal attire, and spent the afternoon casually mingling with friends. 
The theme of  the semiformal was “Starry Night” and the inspiration came 
from cheesy Pinterest boards and Cavity, an art group at Rice that hosts shows 
comprised entirely of  student pieces. A group of  Bakerites worked together to 
paint their version of  “Starry Night” by Vincent van Gogh on a large poster 
that served as the backdrop of  the photo booth. Additionally, the ceiling of  the 
commons was adorned with strings of  fairy lights, and the walls displayed art 
pieces, comics, and photographs sent in by students. 

Travis Kwee (18) and Joanne Hong (18), the organizers of  the event, went all 
out and provided sushi, chocolate covered strawberries, cheese and crackers, and 
bottles upon bottles of  sparking apple cider. 

“Planning it was very chill, because I’d done events like it before, and we 
coordinated a giant spreadsheet with everything we needed beforehand,” Kwee 
said. 

BGHS, known as Baker’s Gentlemen’s Hedonist Society, is an organization that 
specifically focuses putting together classy events like tea parties and Convocation 
dinner. BGHS also runs the big/little program at Baker, where the freshmen are 
paired with an upperclassmen that will help guide them through their first year at 
Rice. 

Story and Design by Monika Karki 
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STAR GAZING Eddie Jackson (20) strikes a pose 
in front of  the “Starry Night” photo booth. “This 
was a fun and wholesome night. I got a lil  dressed 
up and acted bougie with my friends,” Jackson said. 
Photo courtesy of  Jasmine Zhou 

 

LIGHT IT UP Jasmine Zhou (19) smiles in delight 
as she cups a string of  lights in her hands. “I was 
the photographer for the semiformal, and I really 
enjoyed seeing everyone dressed up fancy but in a 
super relaxed mood," Zhou said. Photo courtesy of 
Baker Historian 

’ 

MIX AND MINGLE Travis Kwee (18) takes a 
break after a long night of  making sure everything 
is running smoothly to talk to the fellow attendees. 
Photo courtesy of  Jasmine Zhou 
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Don't Settle for Anything 
(Except Catan) 
Brown College members play 
daily games of Catan 

It’s been a long day and you’re walking through your college to get back to 
your room. All of  a sudden you hear shouting and accusatory remarks. If  you’ve 
just walked through Vator Lobby, chances are you briefly witnessed a Catan game. 
New cultures develop every year at Rice with each incoming class. At Brown, this 
culture is Settlers of  Catan. Catan is a game where players try to build cities and 
settlements using their resources. Each city and settlement earns the player a 
certain amount of  points, and the first player to ten points wins. Catan is a very 
serious matter to some Brownies. 

For Omar Alvarenga (19), Catan is a nice way to distress after a long day, 
bantering with friends as they mess around. One particularly memorable game 
for Alvarenga was one with a newcomer. The players had prided themselves on 
being very good at Catan, but the newcomer was a patient person. The other 
players had been holding onto their wheat resources in order to build cities. 
However, the player, Cam Gutgsell (19), had built a wheat port at the beginning 
of  the game. A port allows you to use the resource and trade it in for other ones. 
He was patient and waited to play a monopoly card, which allowed him to take all 
of  the wheat resources. In one turn, he was able to build four cities and win the 
game. It was a lesson in underestimating your opponent. 

“We all thought we were too good and underestimated the newcomer,” 
Alvarenga said. 

At Brown College, there are seven floors, and each floor is known to have its 
own culture. This can sometimes segregate people as they mainly talk to people 
from their floors. However, people from different floors and different backgrounds 
come together to play Catan. They are able to have fun with people that they may 
not have ever even met if  not for the game. There’s always someone down to play. 
Or as the Brownies like to call it, down to settle (DTS). 

Story by Niki Parekh 
Design by Kyra Lasota 
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ARE YOU KIDDING ME? Matthew 
Miller (19) is enraged as someone puts a 

robber on his resources. A robber is a piece in 
the game that allows a player to stop another 


from earning resources. Miller was ho’ed over by 

his roommate and supposed best friend Akshat Patel 


(19). “These guys always target me 'cause I'm in the 

lead,” Miller said. Photo by Niki Parekh
 

TO BUILD OR NOT TO BUILD Mateo D’Agaro (21) 

tries to decide if  he should build a city or a settlement. 


D’Agaro had enough resources to build either, but he was 

deciding if  he should save certain resources for a development 


card later on. A development card is a mystery card that could 
potentially result in more points. “One wrong decision could cost 
me the game,” D’Agaro said. Photo by Niki Parekh 

LOSE 'EM AND WEEP Patel looks at his cards to decide 

which ones he should discard. He had been saving up until 


someone rolled a seven, which meant that he had to give up 

half  of  his cards. “Eh, I was fine because I just barely had 


enough to build my city,” Patel said. Photo courtesy of
 
Robyn Maddux
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Ice-Step 

LETTING LOOSE Serene Chen (21) and Jiatian 
Qu (21) put into practice what they learned at 
Dunc-Step last semester. Regardless of the level of 
experience, everyone at Ice-Step was cheerful and 
enthusiastic to take part.  “Ice-Step was definitely 
a welcome break after being shut in for a week due 
to the cold weather, and some people at Duncan 
just organized an impromptu two-stepping event 
to lift everyone’s mood!” Chen said. Photo by 
Duncan Historians 

DANCING WITH OLD FRIENDS Juliette 
Turner-Jones (20) and Zach Gramstad (20) along 
with others take advantage of the plentiful space 
to dance and twirl 'til their heart's content. The 
room was quite spacious that night as compared 
to the real Dunc-Step because of the impromptu 
planning and advertising. This was taken to be a 
good thing, though, as attendees could dance more 
freely and get to know new people easier. “The 
best part of the event was dancing with girls that 
I hadn’t danced with previously and getting to 
know them a little better, but dancing with girls 
that I already knew was really enjoyable as well,” 
Gramstad said. Photo by Duncan Historians 

SMILE FOR THE CAMERA! Jessica Hartz 
(19) and Noah Masimore (20) have a great time 
at Ice-Step after being trapped indoors due to 
the weather. Hartz mentioned that she used the 
time to get ahead in her classes, but she was also 
grateful for the distraction. “It was a great chance 
to get people moving, active, and busy while 
still socializing too!” Hartz said. Photo by Duncan 
Historians 
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Duncan  

Duncan hosts a mock Dunc-Step 
 
during ice days
 


When the weather conditions led to 
canceled classes and made going out on the 
roads too dangerous, many were forced to 
stay within the confinement of  their dorms. 
Though this was initially an almost welcome 
winter break “Part II”, it didn’t take long 
for Netflix and video games to outlast their 
enjoyment, and Rice students to begin feeling 
stir crazy. Right when the confinement was 
almost unbearable, Duncan students used 
their organizing skills to provide Rice with 
an alternative option to pass the time. During 
Hurricane Harvey, Duncan hosted a variety 
of  events including a floor olympics, a Harvey 
relief  talent show, and a mock Dunc-Step. 
These events gave Duncaroos opportunities 
to unite as a family in the midst of  the storm 
and to pass the time with something fun 
after many had spent the day volunteering. 
Ice days presented Duncan residents with a 
similar opportunity, and Juliette Turner-Jones 
(20) along with Ashton Duke (19) took that 
opportunity to organize and host another two-
stepping party, dubbed “Ice-Step”. 

Acting fast, Turner-Jones (20) and Duke 
(19) spent 10 hours on the day of  the event 
planning and spreading the word. Though 
Turner (20), along with others, would 
confesses that more forward planning and 
advertisement would have been beneficial, 
she excitedly noted that the turnout was 
much higher than they expected. Though 
the majority of  attendees were from Duncan, 
the attendance was certainly not limited to 
Duncaroos as a mix of  people from other 
colleges also attended. Even with short notice 
and quick planning, many students from across 
campus participated in the event. 

In addition, the success of  the event could 
be measured by its effective expression of 
Duncan culture. 

“We really brought out a good bunch of 
people both from Duncan and other colleges. 
The familial atmosphere, the together-
ness, and the high energy really embodies 

Duncan… the best part was that the event was 
totally student run,” Jessica Hartz (19) said. 

Duncan leadership encouraged and 
facilitated the event, but the initial idea came 
from Duncaroos themselves. This brought out 
a lot of  people that otherwise wouldn’t have 
been involved. Ice-step was a manifestation 
of  some of  the pervading characteristics of 
the Duncan and Rice community. Duncaroos 
not only have ideas, but they bring them to 
life for the betterment and enjoyment of  the 
community. 

While some may argue that two-stepping is 
not something that everyone in the community 
would enjoy, it is undeniable that Dunc-
Step and related events do provide a unique 
opportunity for a variety of  people from across 
campus to spend time together, enjoy dancing, 
or at least to try something new. Ice-Step, in 
particular, did just that for the Rice community 
during a time when the campus was in need of 
ways to pass the time. 

“Dancing is always a great way to get to 
know new people as well as hang out with 
friends,” Zach Gramstad (20) said. “I would 
say that two-stepping is pretty inclusive to 
everyone that can stand country music. I 
would also say that most people would enjoy 
it. The people that I have talked to that aren’t 
as keen on two-stepping haven’t really given it 
a chance.” 

Those who didn’t go or haven’t tried two-
stepping are missing out. Hartz encourages all 
people to give it a shot. 

“Those who just want to learn and try 
something new are welcome because the 
veterans love teaching!” Hartz said. 

So, next time Duncan hosts the real Dunc-
step or a mock Dunc-step, grab some friends 
- or make new ones! - to dance the time away 
with. 

Story by Lidia Ochoa 
Design by Julia Wang 
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THE HEAT OF BATTLE Bhavana Kusinetty (21) and 
Kristine Yang (21) look at the given question, trying to 
figure out the answer. The pair belonged to team KRISSY 
AND BHAVS. “It was a super fun experience because 
we're super competitive and went against the rest of  our 
suitemates and friends, so it was definitely fun trying to 
(unsuccessfully) beat them!” Kusinetty said. Photo courtesy 
of  Brenda Zhou 

WIN FOR TWINS Mellor and Williams try to deliver 
an answer in the short time period allowed. Their team 
ultimately won the Jeopardy game. “It was very intense and 

very freshman biased but ya girls still won,” Williams said. 

“And we got free Whata, so it was a great night.” Photo 
courtesy of  Brenda Zhou 



Hanszen  

What Is: 
Whataburger? 
Hanszen Academic Fellows host 
Jeapordy-style competition with 
Whataburger as grand prize 

The Hanszen Fellows put on the event to encourage academic engagement 
in the college and provide an unusual study break characterized by friendly 
competition. Hanszenites paired off  into teams and then ultimately 
conglomerated into tables to compete for $50 worth of  Whataburger. Each team 
picked a name, some of  which were “I’m Only Partially Descended from a Middle 
Eastern Tribe” and “Me and My Son.” 

Participants had to rush, writing down answers on spills of  paper and racing 
to the judges’ booth to submit them within a 30-second time frame. Tensions ran 
high, as each cycle through the available categories meant that the bottom two 
or three teams would be eliminated. The categories were: PSYC 101, BIOC 201, 
Rice Trivia, AP World, and CHEM 121. 

Several teams had something to say about the point system. Will Ledig (21), 
a member of  “Me and My Son,” and Matthew Frizzel (21) from “Team Gilbert” 
were among these. 

“The point system was broken because they reset it after every round,” Ledig 
said. “It was rigged.” 

“It was rigged against Team Gilbert,” Frizzel said. “The rigged part of  it was 
that they asked questions we didn't know the answers to, the most insidious way 
of  cheating.” 

The last cycle came down to team Dopplegängers, composed of  Taylor 
Williams (19) and Gillian Mellor (19), against team Clowns, with Najah Hussain 
(21) and Henry Lanear (19).  Dopplegängers ultimately won the competition by a 
small margin, though both teams enjoyed the experience. 

“We thought that the Jeopardy event was really fun,” Lanear said. “There was 
a pretty nice turnout and I think a lot of  people really enjoyed it. For being an 
upperclassman, the categories and questions brought a lot of  nostalgia. Also, 
there was a $50 gift card to Whataburger to win, so what’s really better than 
that?” 

Story and design by Hania Ilahi Nagy 
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Breaking the Ice 
Jones tries out ice skating at the Galleria in a 
 
new social event
 


Although Houston does not get the same winter 
weather as other cities, many colleges like to take 
advantage of  the winter season to do a traditionally 
wintery activity: ice skating. Jones decided to join in 
with this tradition and held its first ice skating event 
on January 19. The Jones Socials, Hannah Park (20), 
Carlos Arroyos (19), and Marcus Manca (20) were 
responsible for planning the event and came up with 
the idea for Jones to start having the event. 

“We were thinking of  different events that we 
wanted to do off  campus and what events we could 
throw that all Jonesians could enjoy,” Park said. “We 
know a lot of  other colleges that do that.” 

While the socials were planning on doing the 
event in December, timing forced the event to be 
pushed back. 

“We wanted to do it the Saturday after classes 
ended last semester at Christmas time, because at 
Christmas there’s a big Christmas tree in the middle 
and it’s a lot more pretty and nice,” Park said. 

However, there were upsides to doing the event at 
the beginning of  the semester. 

“It’s a really nice break from everything especially 
early on so people aren’t as stressed about classes 
as much and a lot of  people really like coming out,” 
Park said. 

One such student who went to ice skating was 
Aster O’Leary (20), who had previously enjoyed ice 
skating when she was younger and was excited to go 
with Jones. 

“I decided to go ice skating because it’s a lot of 
fun, and a great, easy thing to do with friends off 
campus,” O’Leary said. “I used to go ice skating all 
the time when I was little, and still enjoy it just as 
much even, though I fall way more often.” 

At the rink, one student even decided to do an 
impromptu photoshoot. 

“Wesley Yee, a senior from 2N, also happens to 
be an amateur photographer,” O’Leary said. “He 
brought his camera onto the ice and was snapping 
photos of  skaters, both posed and candid, as they 
passed by. It was fun taking photos with friends, 
and admiring my impeccable skating form when the 
photos surfaced later.” 

However, the event was not without challenges. 
One was the fact that the Socials were dealing with 
the Jones public party was the next day. Park said 
that the key to managing it all was good planning. 

“That week, we had a to-do list for the public 
so we didn’t get behind with that and then for ice 
skating we paid half  of  the deposit a long time 
before and then half  of  it when we got there,” Park 
said. “Basically all we had to do at ice skating was 
have people sign a waiver.” 

Story by Alexis Williams 
Design by Julia Wang 

Was the process of setting up the event difficult? 

ch
e
ck

 it
 o

u
t 

“We did broomball last semester and it is the same process. They’re both at the 
Galleria and the registration process is similar, so we weren’t confused.” 

Was the event worth it as a social event? 
“If  you allocate your budget to be able to do it, it’s worth it, even though it’s a little 
pricey. It’s a good event that all of  Jones really likes.” Hannah Park 

(20) 
What part of coordinating the event was especially challenging? 
“We had to coordinate rides. A lot of  people wanted to come but not as many 
drivers were signed up to go, so a couple of  people had to use Uber.” 
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PHOTOBOMB Aster O'Leary (20), Annie 
Turney (20), Michelle Dai (20) and Hannah Park 
(20) line up on the ice to take a group photo 
together. Andy Corbato (19) had other ideas as 
he jumps in front of  their photo. Photo courtesy of 
Jones Historian 

WINTER WONDERLAND Sabrina Hernandez 
(20) and Saipriya Lammata (20) struggle on the ice 
together. “We were in the process of  falling but we 
caught each other,” Lammata said. Photo courtesy of 
Jones Historian 
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NO WAY! JOSÉ 
 
IS TURNING 60!
 

Lovett celebrates magister with food, 
drinks, and balloons 

Lovett College’s beloved magister, 
José Onuchic, celebrated his 60th 
birthday on January 13 in the Lovett 
College upper commons. Dr. Onuchic 
came to Rice from the University of 
California, San Diego in 2011. In 2014, 
he was selected to be the new Lovett 
magister, and moved in alongside his 
wife and three children. 

Although Dr. Onuchic’s birthday is 
actually on Wednesday, January 12, the 
birthday party was delayed because of 
the mini blizzard that shut Rice down. 
It proved to complicate things further 
when the event organizers were unable 
to go out and buy food for the event. 

“It was definitely an experience 
for me in running the event. It was 
a time when all the executive board 
and members of  the Lovett Central 
Committee were able to come together 
to form one unit. Gathering a lot of  the 
materials was also challenging because 
of  freeze, and some people weren’t able 
to make it. But in the end, it turned out 
well even though not many people were 
sure of  what’s going to happen,” event 
organizer Akin Bruce (19) said, as he 
recounted his experiences in running 
the event with the other members 
of  the executive board and CC, a 
coordinated effort that doesn’t happen 
very often. 

Even in the face of  adversity, the 
commons on that Thursday night 
was bustling with food, balloons, and 
people – surmounting into a great 
birthday party. The organizers acquired 
champagne for those 21 years or older, 
and sparkling water for those not of 
age. Along with drinks, there were 
two huge cakes – one vanilla and one 
chocolate. 

After the food, drinks, and birthday 
wishes, the attendees gathered into 
teams to participate in “José” trivia. 
As the name suggests, the game was a 
series of  trivia regarding Dr. Onuchic’s 
life, with a Lovett wine opener being 
the prize for the winning team. The 
trivia contained questions such as 
which countries Dr. Onuchic has 
visited, what his first college degree 
was, and what famous people he has 
had dinner with. Although each of  the 
teams fought valiantly, the team led 
by Lovett coordinator Sharon O’Leary 
emerged triumphant in the end. 

Thanks to the efforts of  the 
planning committee and despite the 
blizzard, the party became a cherished 
memory of  Dr. Onuchic’s stay at 
Lovett. 

Story by Roy Sun 
Design by Phoebe Dang 
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Lovett 
 

JOSÉ TRIVIA
 


What was his undergraduate degree, even though he 
has never worked in that field? 

(a). Electrical Engineering 
(b). Biology 
(c). Computer Science 
(d). Physics 

Which artist did he meet and almost buy an original 
from? 

(a). Pablo Picasso 
(b). Frida Kahlo 
(c). Salvador Dali 
(d). Andy Warhol 

Who has he had dinner with? 

(a). A Secretary of  Energy  
(b). An Olympic Medalist 
(c). A Nobel Prize Laureate 

Answers: Electrical Engineering, Salvador Dali, 
all of them 

LIVELY ATMOSPHERE Students enjoy drinks 
with the magisters and RAs. Besides the food 
and drinks, the party was also a chance for many 
students to get to know Dr. Onuchic on a more 
personal level. “Being on a first name basis with 
him definitely made the conversation much 
more relaxed and engaging. Considering he is a 
renowned physicist, I never felt at all intimidated 
talking about everyday things with him,” Josh 
Bae (21) said. Photo courtesy of  Lovett Historian 

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER Zachary Anderson 
(19) pours champagne for Meghana Pannala 
(18). “The cake was great, and I loved that they 
invested in little champagne flutes. I personally 
learned a lot about [Dr. Onuchic] because the 
trivia game that the associates organized was 
super fun. And props to them, because the whole 
event was lovely,” Pannala (18) said. Photo courtesy 
of  Lovett Historian 

BLAST FROM THE PAST Dr. Onuchic holds a Brazilian flag in 
support for his home country at the 1994 World Cup game against 
Italy. This picture was also used as part of  the trivia. “In making the 
trivia, we basically reached out to his wife Mayra and asked her for some 
fun facts. I thought it was interesting that he never studied physics in 
undergraduate,” Carolina Hatanpää (19) said, describing how she chose 
the questions for the trivia. Photo courtesy of  Mayra Onuchic 
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place all around them,” 
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co Stronger than Ever 
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The cast and crew tell about the production of The Last Five Years 
Martel Theatre Committee was revived in the 2017 fall semester, 

six years since it was founded. The committee selected an ambitious 
musical called The Last Five Years as its debut performance. In the 
show, a couple, each singing from their own perspectives, recount what 
happened to their love story in opposite chronological orders, one 
going forward in time and the other going backwards. 

The performance took place in Martel’s commons during dead 

HANGING OUT WITH THE CREW 
Alec Gorsse, Patric Bi, Tori Joshi, 
Amanda Suarez, Jake Reinhart, and 
Matt Pittard pose for a crew photo. “I 
wanted to make sure every aspect of 
the show is considered. I am the one 
who ideas are bounced off of on the 
committee,” Pittard said. Photo courtesy 
of Tori Joshi 

A-LIST CAST The cast poses, framing 
Maura Boerio with a heart. Ronnie 
McLaren played Cathy, Boerio the 
dancer, and Matthew Carey as Jamie. 
Photo courtesy of Tori Joshi 

days at the end of  the fall semester. For several nights, the Martel 
common room was transformed into a stage with the help of  the 
committee and volunteers. The seating was quite unique for this show. 
Audience all sit in the middle with the stage surrounding them. As the 
musical unfolds, people can turn to different directions to follow the 
performance. 

Story and design by Miao Zhang 

couple ofThe Cast the sho 
Ronnie McLaren (18): Cathy, Matthew Carey (20): Jamie, Maura MC: 
Boerio (21): the dancer, Patric Bi (21): the pianist flash 

definitel 
1. How would you describe your character you played in a sen- and pretty re 
tence? with J 
RM: Cathy has big ambitions for her career and her life and works MB: 
towards them with everything she has, but she doesn’t know how ra 
to handle it when things don’t go how she’d hoped. Laney Bak 
MC: Jamie is ambitious above all else, which gives him success in to get the dance set, and the w 
his career at the expense of  the relationships in his personal life. hear 
MB: A very flirtatious and naive home wrecker. Since w 

our number of 
2. What was the preparation process like? to pull the sho 
RM: It was pretty low-key until it wasn't. I was only in rehearsal PB: 
twice a week until tech, but tech week was a monster. We had to I onl 
set and reset the commons before and after each rehearsal, each par 
of  which takes an hour if  we do it as quickly as possible. We had a where Ca 

gThe Crew T 

Jake Reinhart (19), Tori Joshi (20), Matt Pittard (20), Amanda to do f 
Suarez (21), Alec Gorsse (21) Last Fiv 

lik 
1. Why and how did you bring back the Martel Theater? up ha 
JR: Rice as a whole has a real positive extracurricular theater back a 
culture, but heading into this year, we were one of  the only colleges P 
without a theater committee. That’s something I knew I wanted to 
change, especially since I knew a lot of  Martelians had an interest 2. Can y 
in theater. We had platforms from McMurtry, a stage manager JR: 
from Baker, an actress from Lovett, Officially, the show as a co- rela 
production with Sid Richardson. Sid paid for the rights (by far the the man tells his stor 
largest expense for any show) in return for half  of  the revenue. her stor 
That allowed us to go to Martel Parliament with a very small timeline b 
budget request to make it happen. We managed to get a lot of the sho 
Martelians involved throughout the process to help with publicity, at the “front”, and time mo 
ushering, and technical aspects of  the show. around the sta 
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BEHIND-THE-SCENES MAGIC 
The cast and crew take a panoramic 
photo to celebrate the play. “Because 
of  how the songs are ordered, I knew 
that if  I put the audience in the center 
of  the clock, they could understand the 
timeline while having the show take 
place all around them,” Jake Reinhart. 
“Plus, it made for some really tender 
moments when the characters were both 
singing at the same time, as we were 
really able to play with the relationship 
between their emotional distance and 
their physical distance on stage.” Photo 
courtesy of Tori Joshi 

couple of  pretty late nights as a result. But I was really proud of 
the show we ended up putting together! 
MC: Prep was harder for me than usual, because I usually sing the 
flashy songs and others get the more interesting characters. I was 
definitely pushed a lot more in my acting which was challenging 
and pretty rewarding. We did a lot of  character work one-on-one 
with Jake. 
MB: Since I was, primarily, the dancer in this musical, the prepa-
ration process, for me, occurred very quickly and was super fun! 
Laney Baker (the choreographer) and I worked for about 2-3 hours 
to get the dance set, and the week of  the show we had dress re-
hearsals that began in the evenings and went until late in the night. 
Since we were practicing and performing in the Martel commons, 
our number of  rehearsals was limited, but, in the end, we were able 
to pull the show off. 
PB: Jake originally wanted me to play to the entire score. But then 
I only had two months to prepare for the show. So Jake asked which 
part I can play with the time given. And I ended up playing the part 
where Cathy is auditioning for a role. So I am like the pianist of  the 

TJ: I think the amazing thing is that we got the committee off  the 
ground within just one semester.  We’ve been discussing what show 
to do for the debut, and it’s always been Jake’s dream to direct The 
Last Five Years at Rice. So he showed us the movie, and we were 
like, “Let’s do it!”. And then Hurricane Harvey hit, so we ended 
up having a lot of  time to plan the show. When school started 
back again, we already had enough planned to bring to Martel 

ges Parliament. 
w I wanted to 

2. Can you tell us more about the unique stage design? 
JR: The Last Five Years is focused almost entirely around the 
relationship between its two central characters, but there’s a twist: 
the man tells his story from beginning to end, and the woman tells 
her story from end to beginning. It's a really interesting and cool 
timeline but a difficult one to convey on a stage. We decided to set 
the show on a clock face, where the relationship started and ended 
at the “front”, and time moved forward as you went clockwise 
around the stage. What was especially unusual about it was that 

pianist in the story. I mainly rehearsed with Ronnie. 

3. How did you got involved with this project? 
MC: I actually auditioned on a whim. Theatre is super addicting, 
and I was definitely missing being in a show, so I auditioned. It also 
helped that I knew Jake Reinhardt from being in a show with him 
last school year. 
MB: The Martel producer of  this show, Jake Reinhart, wanted to 
get Martelians involved, so he reached out to me when he heard 
that I had a background in dance. I was very eager to join, and I am 
so glad that Jake reached out because participating in the show was 
such a wonderful experience! 
PB: Oliver was the one who got referred to Jake originally, and he 
asked me if  I want to do the show with him. But half  way through, 
something came up and he couldn’t do it anymore. So that’s how I 
became the pianist for the show. 

the stage would encircle the audience, which is not something 
I’ve ever seen done before. Because of  how the songs are ordered, 
I knew that if  I put the audience in the center of  the clock, they 
could understand the timeline while having the show take place all 
around them. Plus, it made for some really tender moments when 
the characters were both singing at the same time, as we were 
really able to play with the relationship between their emotional 
distance and their physical distance onstage. 

3. What do you guys have installed for the future of  Martel 
Theater? 
JR: I really won’t have much of  a say too far into the long term, 
but I certainly hope that Martel continues to provide a creative 
outlet for its theater-oriented members like me. I’d like to do 
another show next year, ideally one with a bigger cast so we can 
get more people involved. 
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Rodrigo Trujillo 
September 30. 201 t I.I. 
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Y2K: Ferga-LIT-cious 

ENDLESS SEA This year'’s Y2K had a record turnout. Standing from 
one side of  the commons, it was almost impossible to see the end of  this 
sea of  people. Photo courtesy of  McMurtry Historian 

2000S JAMS The DJs for this event were Taylan Tuncata (20)  and 
Oliver Lopez (20), filling the room with iconic tunes from our middle 
school days. “Y2K is the best public party to DJ on campus. Everybody 
comes, and everybody dances, sings along, and reminisces. Looking up and 
seeing the dance floor completely packed is exciting and really gets me 
pumped. The crowd always reacts with cheers and excitement with each 
mix because really any party song from the early 2000s is a sure banger,” 
Lopez said. Photo courtesy of  McMurtry Historian 

NEON AND PRINT Tyler Sakakeeny (21) and Cole Derksen (21) 
embrace the best of  middle school fashion; Tyler was bright with neon 
and Cole was fierce with the animal print, and both wore shiny plastic 
beads around their necks. “Y2K was awesome because it gave me an 
excuse to bust out the cheetah print,” Derksen said. Photo courtesy of 
McMurtry Historian 

WISE WORDS “Looking back at my 
Facebook from Y2K, I probably won't 
let my kids have a Facebook until they 
get to high school,” Trujillo said. 
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McMurtry 
 

A Throwback to our 
 
Middle School Days
 


On January 27th, it no longer was 2018. McMurtry’s famous yurt-shaped 
commons, formally used as an area for COMP office hours and a cafeteria for West 
servery, was transformed into a middle school dance floor. All the party-goers, 
clad in their favorite graphic tees from Aeropostale and Hollister, pigtails, or 
dresses over jeans, were thrown back to the 2000s: the best of  times and probably 
the most embarrassing of  times. Students from all over Rice campus took 
themselves back to their most cringe-worthy middle school days, when animal 
prints were still in and Taylor Swift didn’t have a reputation. The party featured 
the music stylings of  McMurtry’s very own DJ Olliepop, who played a selection 
of  the Y2K classics, including hit singles by the Jonas Brothers, Gwen Stefani, and 
Rihanna. Even our favorite middle school snacks were available, including pizza, 
Gushers, and Little Debbie chocolate cupcakes. 

Overall, Y2K received outstanding reviews from our fellow Rice students. 
“I really loved the throwback songs, and it was nice to be able to enjoy them 

without actually being in middle school again -- please don’t take me back. Audio 
was kind of  weird at some parts but overall was a fun party! I give it an A,” Sarah 
Smati (20) said. 

“I find the Y2K profile pictures more entertaining than the party itself. I give it 
an A-,” Yunjing Huang (20) said. 

The party was planned by McMurtry’s Externals Committee, who also had a 
blast planning the public. 

“Y2K planning was definitely a lot of  work, but I had so much fun working 
with such a supportive and fun group of  people in order to plan the best public 
of  the year! It was so wonderful to have everything come together as it did, and 
I think the attendance and wild excitement from the crowd that night said more 
than I could ever put into words,” Sachi Paul (20) said. 

Story by Amy Zhang 
Design by Amy Zhang 

Social Media Blunders 

One of  the highlights of  Y2K is watching the 
hilarious slideshow of  middle school redemption 
photos as well as embarrassing Facebook statuses from 
back in the day. Gennifer Geer (20) was wonderful 
enough to make this presentation to play during the 
Y2K party, which featured a variety of  old photos from 
Facebook that probably should have been taken down a 
long time ago. One of  the most featured people on this 
slideshow was Rodrigo Trujillo (20), who made his fair 
share of  embarrassing posts as a tween. Here are some 
of  the highlights from his wall! 
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Will Rice  

WWILL RICEILL RICE 
WWILL SKAILL SKATETE 
Will Ricers have fun on ice 

As December rolled around, Will Ricers headed 
over to the ice rink to celebrate the end of  first 
semester. They were greeted with Cane's and Torchy's 
as they walked through the doors and were further 
accompanied by the lively spirit of  other Will Ricers 
on ice. For those who have never ice skated, they 
bonded by helping eachother back up with each fall. 

“It does not matter how many times you fall as long 
as you get back up every time,” Gabby Acosta (19) said. 

For the mildly experienced skaters, the Will Rice 
Will Skate tradition allowed them to fulfill life goals. 

“It allowed me to live out my dreams of  being 
Michelle Trachtenberg in Ice Princess.” Samiksha 
Deme (21) said. 

“Amazing! I got to see one of  Kristi Yamaguchi's 
students live,” exclaimed Shelly Zhou (21). For these 
Will Rice freshmen, the experience was truly eye 
opening. 

Near the end of  the night, Will Rice held a 

HOLIDAY SWEATERS 
Smeet Madhani (20), 
Margaret Wang (20), and 
Nikit Venishetty (20) smile for 
the camera as they show off 
their winter apparel. Photo by 
Helen Wei 

skating relay race between the sophomore, junior, 
and senior classes. Fellow Will Ricers showed off 
their competitive sides as they soared past eachother. 
Whizzing across the ice, the trained skaters stunned 
the crowd with their swift manuevers and skillfull 
twirls. The senior class took home the win that night. 

To conclude the event, a drumroll preceded the 
announcement of  the 2018 Beer Bike theme. There 
were many favorable choices and some controversial 
ones. Tension was building as the Will Ricers awaited 
an answer. When the crowd heard that the winning 
theme was “Beer Bike Bike” they were unamused. This 
choice raised questions amongst the members of  Will 
Rice college because the theme did not win by having 
the most votes. To settle the issue, the college later 
decided on “Bee Bike” instead which eased the tension. 

Story and Design by Vy Pham 

FRESHMEN FIRST SKATE 
After a few hours of  skating 
around the rink with friends 
or tentaively stumbling on the 
ice, the Will Rice freshmen 
huddle together to take a 
wholesome group picture. 
Photo courtesy of  Helen Wei 
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LOOK AT MY SNOW Irene Kown (21) is 
holding her gift for Isabela Walkin standing 
behind her. It was Kown’s first Secret Santa at 
Rice, and she was so excited to feel warm and 
connected. “I prepared chocolate and Santa 
socks, and deliberately wrapped them up by 
stapling two color papers and drawing snow on 
them,” Kown said. Photo courtesy of  Daniel Ngo 

SHE'S MY MENTOR Hongyu Mao (19) is 
with Laura Richardson in Ken’s house at the 
Best Professor Reception. Unlike Associates 
night, students can engage in deep and 
individual conversations with their professors 
and establish more solid relationships. Photo in 
courtesy of  Jacob Barrios. “It’s super rewarding 
to make friends with her personally. She gives 
me very insightful advice not only about study, 
but also about my personality and life,” Mao 
said. Photo courtesy of  Jacob Barrios 

DID YOU SEE MY PENGUIN Chase Hinman 
(21), Swapnav Deka (19), and Ashton Thrasher 
(18) stand in front of  the gift table and enjoy the 
snacks. Swap was holding a hand-made penguin 
from Rebecca with so much contentment. “We 
are connected by a universal theme, which sets 
stage for the entire Sid to go closer,” Thrasher 
said. Photo courtesy of  Daniel Ngo 
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Let's Make 
 
Traditions
 

Sid Richardson College creates two 
new activities for winter 

For a long time, Sidizens aspired to bring back 
old traditions, though no one knew precisely what 
old traditions had been lost. This winter, Sidizens 
welcomed two new activities into Sid culture: 
Secret Santa and the Best Professor Reception. 

This year, the Traditions Committee, which 
is designed to revive old activities, began their 
mission by holding a new one - a Secret Santa 
gift exchange and deliverance of  warm fuzzies, 
handwritten notes that Sidizens wrote out of 
appreciation for other Sidizens. 

“I felt so appreciated when I received these 
warm fuzzies,” Swapnav Deka (19) said. “We 
have only written fuzzies during O-week advisor 
training, and it’s good to see it go college-wide.” 

“Many people are super involved in Sid, but 
they don’t get enough credit,” Isabela Walkin 
(20), the chair of  Sid Traditions Committee, 
said. “We want to create a channel for Sidizens to 
express gratitude to those who have contributed 
to our community.” 

Bags with people’s names hung in the OC 
lounge, and anyone could write a note and put it 
in these bags. On the day of  the gift exchange, 
these bags were sent out. These fuzzies presented 
a more comfortable way for Sidizens to put 
thoughts into words and genuinely thank 
those who work to build Sid into an inclusive 
community. 

In the college-wide gift exchange, each 
participant signed up for their wish list and 
gift interest. Then, the Traditions Committee 
paired people up to send gifts, but no one knew 
from whom they would receive gifts. Alison 
Drileck (21) was assigned to prepare gifts for her 
roommate Irene Kwon (21). 

“Alison couldn’t find a Corgi mug, which is 
my favorite. So, she bought a World’s Best Dad 
mug and glued on a Corgi picture,” Kwon said. “I 

couldn’t believe she prepared this gift for so long 
without letting me know until the last moment.” 

Many Sidizens also found the gift exchange 
a stage to talk with those who they were not 
familiar with before. During Secret Santa, 
Sidizens put away their finals and enjoyed the 
pure fun of  Christmas. 

This was the last year for beloved RAs Dave 
and Norie at Sid. To help students interact with 
their professors and introduce more faculty to 
Sid, Chris Yum (20), McKinzie Chambers (20) 
and Sid Magister Ken Whitmire organized a Best 
Professor Reception. A total of  23 professors 
and students came to chat in Ken’s house. Many 
participants were proud to show professors their 
beautiful college, and professors were also happy 
to feel appreciated by their students. 

“I took DeNicco’s class in my freshman year, 
and we still keep in touch now. He was so excited 
when I invited him, and he also got the chance to 
meet other professors,” Deka said. 

Many participants liked the Best Professor 
Reception very much, but they also hoped that 
more students could get involved. 

Some Sidizens have found Sid culture 
becoming apathetic and that Sidizens are losing 
connections with each other, but events like these 
provide a platform to bring students together. 
Sid committees work to build Sid into a more 
inclusive community, bringing back old traditions 
and connecting Sidizens. 

Story by Xin Tan 
Design by Julia Wang 



  

PAPER WALLS 
Paper bags, with the 
handwritten names 
of  participants, are 
neatly taped in rows. 
Setting up took a 
around $50-$70 and 
couple of  hours to 
make approximately 
100 bags. Photo by 
Kira Chen 
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warm 
fuzzies 
Wiess revives Valentine's Day, 
 
90's style
 


Between late January and early February, paper bags labeled with Wiessmen 
names decorated the floor-to-ceiling walls. Dubbed "“warm fuzzies,” these paper 
bags collect cards that Wiessmen made for each other for Valentine’s Day. Art 
supplies and paper, scattered across the commons tables, are available for students 
to use. On the actual Valentine’s Day, students take down the bags with their 
names and munch on candy while reading what their friends -- or secret admirers 
-- have to say. This year, warm fuzzies was coordinated by Nasim Khalfe (19) 
and Hannah Todd (18), while other Wiessmen such as Jagnoor Benipal (19) and 
Emma Every (20) helped buy supplies and write names. 

interview with nasim khalfe 
Q. Where did you get the idea for warm 
fuzzies and how did it start? 
A. I first participated in warm fuzzies at 
Urban Immersion the summer before my 
freshman year. It was a really incredible 
way to start at Rice because I immediately 
felt close to a community of  people. Then, 
I did it again as an Impact participant. I 
loved how easy it was to share on paper 
and how meaningful the notes were. I 
even made some of  my best friends from 
my warm fuzzy notes! Hannah Todd 
and I decided to bring the tradition to 
Wiess because we 1) love talking about 
feelings and 2) wanted to promote deeper 
relationships, perspective and inclusion 
at Wiess. We planned it for the week 
before Valentine’s Day so that we could 
create some elementary school vibes and 
give out candy!! We wanted Wiessmen 
to have a way to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day without any of  the romantic aspects. 
Since then, we have expanded it to also 
do Warm Fuzzies for graduating seniors 
so we can emulate signing yearbooks 
through Warm Fuzzies. 

Q. What’s your favorite part about warm 
fuzzies? 
A. I always write a note for every single 
person who puts a bag up. It’s important 
to me that everyone feels like they have 
someone who appreciates them! Even if 
you don’t know someone well, you always 
have something kind to share with them. 
Some people choose to be more involved 
with the residential college, and my 
goal with warm fuzzies is to emphasize 
that no matter how much or how little 

you are involved, your community cares 
about you! I love watching people open 
their bags and read notes from people 
they wouldn’t expect to get them from! 
It promotes genuine relationships below 
the surface level which is incredibly 
important to me. 

Q. What’s the favorite card that you got? 
A. I got a card from someone the first 
year we did it that told me that the 
tradition had helped him see his peers in a 
different way and love his community and 
himself  more. I was really excited because 
I hoped this tradition would promote 
inclusion and a sense of  closeness. We all 
love our friends but sometimes we are so 
busy that we don’t verbalize our feelings 

so it is great to receive notes and to give 
notes and take the time to state those 
feelings in writing. 

Q. Favorite memory of  elementary 
school Valentine’s Day? 
A. I was so extra and LOVED Valentine’s 
cards. I used to plan out every note and 
candy combination. My favorite memory 
was having an ice cream sundae party in 
first grade. Valentine’s Day was a huge 
celebration at my elementary school so 
I always loved getting to celebrate my 
friends and show them love. And the 
chocolate. I love chocolate. 

Story and design by Kira Chen 
Photo courtesy of  Kaysie Tam 



Winter
 

The Musis
 

The Shepherd School of  Music launched the inaugural 

performances of  the Shepherd School Chamber Players, a 
new initiative and extension of  the Shepherd School Chamber 
Orchestra. Comprised of  both undergraduates and graduates, this 
initiative features larger chamber music ensembles from sextets 
to nonets, giving Shepherd School students the opportunity to 
perform repertoire not typically explored in a chamber setting. 
The Shepherd School is the only American institute to devote four 
weeks of  each semester to such a program. 

Shepherd School undergraduates perform alongside graduate 
students. Both chamber and symphony orchestras are completely 
mixed. 

“The only difference between the chamber and symphony 
orchestras is the repertoire and orchestra size,” Philipa Jarvis, 
Director of  Music External Affairs, said. “It’s wonderful to hear 
such high quality performances.” 

The music school also celebrated the groundbreaking 
construction of  the new music building that, together with Alice 
Pratt Brown Hall and an adjoining plaza, will form the Rice 
University Music and Performing Arts Center. The building will 
offer premium performance space for opera and chamber music, 
meeting the growing need for rehearsal space and a state-of-the-
art theater. 

Music and Architecture 
IT'S A WHOLE FAMILY OF 
SUPERS Rice Architecture 
undergraduates, graduate students, 
faculty, and staff  pose for a school 
wide photo. “My studio has only 
19 people,” Sam Ding (18/20) 
said. “After four years, we’ve really 
become a family, having travelled 
internationally, celebrated the last 
four Thanksgivings, and been 
through all the ups and downs 
together.” Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Architecture 

Anderson Hall 
Photo by Charis Wang 
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Alice Brown Pratt Hall 
Photo by Charis Wang 

A LONG AND WINDY ROAD 
TO SUCCESS Wiessman Brian 
Mangrum (18) won the principal 
horn position with the Columbus 
Symphony Orchestra in Ohio, an 
extraordinary accomplishment for 
an undergraduate musician. “I am 
excited and happy, as it has been my 
dream to play in an orchestra since I 
started playing horn,” Mangrum said. 
“It has been wonderful to study at 
Shepherd with Bill VerMeulen, and I 
have had the opportunity to take part 
in terrific projects, make friends and 
beautiful music in a supportive and 
inspiring atmosphere.” Photo courtesy 
of  Brian Mangrum 

MUSIC IN OUR VEINS Shepherd 
faculty are connected with some of 
the greatest in classical performance, 
leading to highly-coveted master 
classes with musical professionals, 
such as Renee Fleming, an American 
opera singer. The faculty themselves 
hold collaborative performances with 
each other and with visiting classical 
musicians while always providing 
regular world-class instruction to 
music undergraduate and graduate 
students. Photo courtesy of  Shepherd 
School of  Music 

New initiatives in the music and architecture departments 
offer invaluable opportunities for students 

The Archis
 
On the other side of  campus, Rice Architecture was ranked 4th 

in the nation for undergraduate studies. The close-knit student 
body is involved and engaged with a number of  student initiatives 
such as mentorship organizations, competitions and exhibitions, 
Rice Architecture Society, and PLAT Journal, an independent 
architecture journal. Out of  the 212 undergraduate and graduate 
architecture students, 176 traveled around the world from 
Switzerland to Marfa to Tokyo. Martelian Ray Chang (19/21) 
traveled to Columbia to learn how building forms and materiality 
are related to the city’s inherent culture and values. 

“Colombia is a country near the equator, and resources 
such as steel and glass are extremely expensive,” Chang said. 
“Architecture in Bogota is largely defined by brick...allowing for 
maximum exposure to light and natural air under a shelter. The 
manner in which forms are built is also reflective of  the active 
culture among Colombians.” 

Study trips give architecture students first-hand exposure to 
utilizing architecture as a solution to many urban issues unique to 
different countries, beyond the hedges and outside the lines. 

Story by Charis Wang 
Design by Joanna Yang 
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 
Learning from historians, 
philosophers, and religion 
professors, students develop their 
communication skills and learn 
how to approach the subjects that 
exist within higher thought. These 
skills f lourish in the Humanities 
Bulding in which various 
classrooms and faculty offices are 
held. Photo by Matthew Franklin 

The humanities covers the study of  the human 
experience from several angles. The School of 
Humanities at Rice incorporates many different 
disciplines under one roof: history, English, 
philosophy, religion, visual and dramatic arts, Latin 
American studies and more. While some students 
may look at the Humanities subjects and see DI 
distribution classes, others see these areas of  study 
as something they can be passionate about, often 
choosing one of  these subjects to be their major. 
With a smaller number of  students focusing on the 
humanities, the size of  most courses ranges from 12 
to 50 students, allowing for more discussion among 
students, closer student-professor interactions, 
and a deeper dive into the material. This small 
concentration of  students who are passionate 
about the same academic disciplines helps form a 
tight-knit community because after taking several 
classes together and attending various department 
events students get to know each other and develop 
friendships. 

In January, Rice announced that Dr. Kathleen 
Canning would take on the responsibilities of  Dean 
of  Humanities. Canning was previously employed 

as the chair of  the History Department at the 
University of  Michigan. 

“I am looking forward to getting to know all 
of  the Humanities faculty and students,” Canning 
said. “The Rice faculty raves about their students, 
so I am eager to get into the classroom myself. I’d 
like to learn more about how students view their 
experiences in our Humanities classrooms and about 
their hopes, dreams, and plans for the future post-
Rice.” 

While there exists many different fields of  study 
within the school, all students who participate in the 
humanities benefit from an opportunity to engage 
in critical analysis, interpretation and argument, 
analytical writing and oral presentation. 

“Humanities grads are agile, critical, and flexible 
thinkers with highly developed analytical writing 
and argumentative skills. The Humanities prepare 
students for any profession, including among 
others, Medicine, Law, Business, and Media & 
Communications,” Canning said. 

Story and Design by Matthew Franklin 
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Humanities  

-· 

We're Only Human 
Humanities Students Dish About Their Favorite Experiences 

“My favorite class was the Jerusalem class taught by Dr. Wieninger and Dr. Henze [in which] 
we learned about the city and then [visited] there last spring.” 

“I’ve really enjoyed the opportunities I’ve had with the Rice Historical Review to learn about 
the process of  publishing an academic journal while moving from copy editor to secretary to 
editor-in-chief.” 

Daniel Russell (19) 
Will Rice College 
Majors: History, Religion, Jewish Studies minor 
Photo courtesy of  Julio Sebastian Idrovo 

“I loved Public Speaking and Shakespeare on Film (both taught by Dr. Huston), but I also grew 
a ton as a writer in my Creative Non-Fiction class.” 

“The Royal Shakespeare Company came to Hammond Hall to perform their own version of 
Midsummer Night’s Dream with very minimal props and set production. There was also only five 
to six actors who each played multiple parts, so sometimes one person would jump back and forth 
to have a conversation between both of  their characters - it was pretty amusing!” 

Elizabeth Myong (19) 
Hanszen College 
Majors: English and Political Science 
Photo courtesy of  Nicholas McMillan 

“One of  the reasons I decided to major in philosophy is because I wanted to expand my 
capacity to reason through questions with no ‘right’ answer. This has been incredibly valuable not 
only in the medical humanities research projects I’ve had the amazing opportunity to be involved 
in but also in navigating the curve balls life seems to love pitching. Critically thinking about what 
it means to live well has given me the tools to be more intentional about my decision and engage 
in fascinating discussions about topics such as love, life, and the human condition with anyone 
who's willing to sit on tables in the commons with me into the wee hours of  the night.” 

Julia Jung (18) 
Brown College 
Majors: Philosophy and Cognitive Sciences 
Photo courtesy of  Julia Jung 
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Winter

 

 

SHE SHOOTS, SHE SCORES Rice redshirt 
sophomore guard Erica Ogwumike (20) scored 
27 points and grabbed 10 rebounds in the Owls’ 
71-60 victory over Texas State in the opening 
round of  the WNIT on March 15. Photo courtesy 
of  Rice Owl Athletics 

SLAM DUNKING ON NORTH TEXAS Rice 
senior guard and captain Wendy Knight (18) 
celebrates a win on Senior Night on March 3. 
The team had just defeated their rival, North 
Texas. “I am beyond blessed to be a part of  such 
an encouraging and joyful team and to celebrate 
victories with them, especially against north 
Texas,” Knight said. Photo courtesy of  Rice Owl 
Athletics 

HEAD IN THE GAME Ako Adams (20) dribbles 
towards the hoop, ball in hand. Adams will enter 
the 2018-2019 ranked ranked 24th for assists per 
game in Rice history. 
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Basketball  

Another One 
 
...in the Basket
 

Basketball team slam dunks their ways to victories
 


Men's Season 
Perseverance was truly key as Rice’s Men’s Basketball team 

did not let their losses derail them from making impressive 
gains. 

During the Owls’ season-opening homestead they had a 
close loss to Eastern Kentucky, 73-72, and Georgia State, 75-54. 
Both games had the teams constantly going back-and-forth 
with Rice constantly cutting the deficit before being forced into 
turnovers. However, Rice Hoops did not waste a chance for a 
fresh start at Prather Coliseum as the team shot 56.6% from the 
field, picking up their first victory of  the season, 87-64 against 
Northwestern State. The Owls were led by Connor Cashaw (19) 
who had a career-high 27 points while grabbing nine rebounds. 
Ako Adams (19) also had career-highs of  16 points with nine 
assists alongside A.J. Lapray (grad) with a career-high of  18 
points. This momentum did not last, however, as in the First 
Round of  the MGM Grand Main Event, Rice fell to UNLV, 
95-68. 

“Obviously, if  you don’t make shots, you’re going to 
struggle,” head coach Scott Pera said. “We made shots at 
Northwestern and we scored 87. Tonight, we had good shots 
(but) they didn’t go in.” 

The Owl’s found themselves unable to get out of  this bad 
tailwind as a five-point halftime deficit later turned into a 79-
62 defeat to Ole Miss in the Consolation Game of  the MGM 
Grand Main Event. 

The Owls picked themselves back up, however, when they 
got back, closing a game against crosstown foe, St. Thomas 
with a 23-6 run. Lapray led the team with 16 points, grabbing 
a career-high 10 rebounds, followed by sophomore forward 
Austin Meyer (20) who scored a career-high 14 points and and 
senior guard Bishop Mency (18) who pulled a career-high 11 
boards. 

Rice Hoops had struggled slightly going against UT-
Arlington and Stephen F. Austin, but they made up for these 
losses as they help off  a furious rally to defeat St. Edward’s, 91-
86, livestreamed by ESPN3. In front of  a whopping crowd of 
5,208 Houston area students, Cashaw lead the Owls alongside 
Mercy, who scored a career-high 21 points, and Najja Hunter 
(21) who pulled seven boards. 

Despite a series of  highs and lows, in which the Owls closed 
the season with a loss to UTSA, the season was peppered 

with personal victories. Hunter was named the Conference 
USA Freshman of  the Week, a first since the 2015-16 season, 
after having his best week in leading Rice to victory in a 79-
76 overtime victory at Florida Atlantic, while Cashaw was 
inducted into the Conference USA InTouch Credit Union All-
Academic Team. 

With a greater wealth of  experience, the Rice Hoops return 
to the courts with renewed vigor, all the more motivated to 
dominate the court next season. 

Women's Season 
The women’s basketball team started the season strong by 

winning their first game of  the year against the Grand Can-
yon’s Lopes. This began their 5-game winning streak at the 
start of  the season. In an attempt to improve to a 6-0 unde-
feated streak for the first time in owl history, they suffered their 
first loss at the hands of  Kansas. “I thought we really battled. 
We did a good job hanging tough on the boards but on the 
defensive end we had a few breakdowns where we allowed open 
shots,” head coach Tina Langley said. 

Shortly after this, redshirt sophomore guard Erica Ogwu-
mike (20) was named the Conference USA Player of  the Week 
back to back and was voted to the NCAA Starting Five on 
Wednesday, which recognizes the top women's basketball play-
ers in the country based on their performances. 

Later in the season, owl defense rained strong as they won 
their 17th victory against Southern Miss in their first 20 games 
of  the season for the best start in Rice history. The Owls hit 
the road one final time in the regular season on February 25th 
when they faced the UTSA Roadrunners from San Antonio. Al-
though they lost a close 62-58 they won a victory against North 
Texas which secured their position as 5th seeded in C-USA. 
Rice senior, Wendy Knight (18) played an integral role in this 
victory that happened to coincide fittingly with senior night.  

With a record setting season, the owls continue making his-
tory by playing in their first Conference USA semifinals in over 
a decade. Although the team lost 67-55, they won their first 
post season game against Texas state which shows promising 
signs for next year’s season!  

Story by Evelyne Tantry and Hannah Jackson 
Design by Joanna Yang 
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Winter 

FOLLOWING THROUGH Will 
Rice Conrad Russell (21) hits a 
backhand en route to a strong TWO 
set win against the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham’s Anru 
Fourie. Conrad helped the Owls 
secure a solid 4-2 victory over UAB 
in their series earlier this year. Photo 
courtesy of  Rice Owls Atheletics 

SEALING THE DEAL Eric 
Rutledge and Sumit Sarkar cheer 
moments after winning a crucial 
tiebreaker point that ultimately 
secured them a victory over UTSA 
in the final round of  the 2018 
C-USA Showdown. Both Eric and 
Sumit also provided key victories in 
their respective singles matches that 
ensured Rice a solid 4-1 win over 
UTSA. Photo courtesy of  Rice Owls 
Atheletics 

THE BATTLE CRY Mohamed 
Abdel-Aziz (21)celebrates after 
winning a hard fought point against 
Wichita State’s Haru Inoue. “It’s 
always a great feeling representing 
Rice and coming out on top,” Abdel-
Aziz said. Photo courtesy of  Rice Owls 
Atheletics 
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Tennis  

Serving Up Some Wins 

Rice Owls Tennis Team slams the competition this year
 

Women's Season 

At the very first invitational of  the year, the Women’s tennis 
team won five out of  their six singles matches and all three doubles 
matches, nearly sweeping the competition. The start the Owls had 
showed that they hadn’t grown even a bit rusty over the summer and 
were ready to make their impact upon the competition. 

With a strong start to the season, the Women’s Tennis team 
did not falter in their performance as they maintained a consistent 
form of  play throughout the year. Within the first month, the tennis 
tweam had already secured their first Conference player of  the 
month award. Wendy Zhang (18) remained undefeated in the first 
month of  play racking up five singles victories and three doubles 
victories securing her spot among the elite competitors of  the 
conference. 

Similarly, all the Owls on the women’s tennis team showed up to 
play from the very beginning of  the season and collectively worked 
together to build a solid .600 record. With impressive play, both 
home and away, the Owls established the team within the top circle 
of  tennis programs in the nation. 

The Owls honed in on a great season with some key victories 
in the end of  the year to solidify their place as the top contenders 
within Conference USA. While our Owls team will be saying 
goodbye to a few very valuable seniors this year, the young talent on 
our team and their determination to making Rice come out on top 
of  the competition shows promising signs for the future of  the Owls 
Women’s tennis team. 

Men's Season 
It wasn’t just the women who dominated this year, the Men’s ten-

nis team consistently had a good showing, as well.. 
“In Norway I grew up learning how to fight like a Viking, which 

is something I have implemented in my tennis career here at Rice,” 
Jacob Eskeland (21) said. 

Eskeland is one of  the select few members on the tennis team 

whose actions and hard work on the court have added to the overall 
success of  the team this year. The vigor and grit by which people 
like Eskeland play with shows the true resilience and work ethic of 
the men’s tennis team. It is due to this shear unadulterated com-
mitment to the sport and quest to achieve victory that our men’s 
tennis team has established itself  as a premier tennis program in the 
Conference USA circuit. 

The Rice men’s tennis team started out the year with a strong 
start and maintained their high level of  play throughout the year. 
With a couple of  titles won, including the men’s doubles crown by 
Jake Hansen (20) and Eric Rutledge (20), as well as a singles title by 
Jamie Malik (19) at the first tournament of  the year, the Owls set 
themselves on a promising path moving forward. 

Throughout the course of  the year, the Owls tennis team has 
been highly successfully at tournaments all over the country. Almost 
every weekend, the Owls competed against some of  the most presti-
gious teams from the country at the most competitive tournaments 
the collegiate circuit offers. The toll that a grueling schedule like this 
has on the players is quite large. However, the Owls have proved that 
they cannot just survive under these conditions, but thrive under 
them. 

In addition, to major tournament victories and key wins over 
top colleges on the circuit, individuals on the team have taken up 
much of  the spotlight with their excellent play this year. A string of 
Conference USA player of  the week awards mixed in with various 
individual and doubles titles throughout the year have shown the 
true result of  the hard work our Owls put day in and day out on 
the court. As the Owls seek to defend their position as the reigning 
2-time Conference USA Tournament winners, the team will look 
upon our star-studded talent to help the Owls three-peat this year. 

Story by Visajuith Kumar 
Design by Evelyne Tantry 

HIGH FIVES ALL AROUND 
Lindsey Hodge (18) and Wendy 
Zhang (18) high-five each other 
after winning a point. Their doubles 
team remains one of  the premier 
doubles combos in the Conference, 
consistently ranking in the top 30 
nationally. Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Owls Athletics 

157 



Spring
 

Driving Down the Range
 

We take more swings than you do at the club 

From the time of  their early start at the Sam Hall 
Intercollegiate Tournament in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, the Owls 
golf  tennis team has been a force to be reckoned with. Throughout 
the course of  this year, the Rice Owls golf  team travelled all over 
the nation and even across country lines into Mexico, competing at 
the highest level against the best golf  programs across the United 
States. 

Our Owls have made their names known on the collegiate 
circuit with excellent play. The team consistently placed within the 
top 10 of  the competition and have snagged numerous Conference 
USA awards, both as a team and for its individual members. 
Members of  the team such as Mitchell Meissner (18), Kevin Reilly 
(18), and Mario Carmona (18) are just a few of  the Rice Owls who 
have repeatedly won Conference USA player of  the week awards 
along with many other tournament victories for the university. 
Meissner describes his emotions playing college golf. 

“When in season, we never seem to stop traveling or practicing 
and working out, and golf  is a sport that has many ebbs and 
flows,” Meissner said. “In regards to technique, I try to get to a 
point before every tournament where I am comfortable enough 

SKY IS THE LIMIT Mario Carmona (18) 
belts a shot with his driver. Mario's strong 
swings have led the Owls to numerous 
victories throughout the year. Photo courtesy 
of  Rice Owls Athletics 

and I can play solely relying on my skill, feel, and knowledge of 
the game.” 

“At the time it seems like we live and die by every shot, but at 
the end of  the four years, each shot doesn't truly matter and it was 
more about furthering myself  as a players, competitor and person,” 
Meissner said. 

These Owls have definitely kept themselves busy this year with 
their hectic schedule. Every month, the team travelled to various 
areas around the nation and participated in some of  the most 
prestigious and competitive collegiate golf  tournaments such 
as the Lone Star Invitational and All-American Intercollegiate 
Tournament. This serves a massive testament to the dedication 
and commitment of  our Owls golf  team to remain steadfast in 
bringing the gold and glory back home to Rice. With victories 
in the ORU/SFA Spring Break Challenge and Jim West 
Intercollegiate Tournament along with many high place finishes 
throughout the year, the Owls have cemented themselves as a 
fierce contender on the collegiate circuit. 

Story by Visajith Kumar 
Design by Evelyne Tantry 

with my swing and technique that I do not have to think about it, 
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Golf 
 

MITCHELL WITH THE RANGE Mitchell 
Meissner (18) hitting a solid shot down the 
range. Hard work has earned Mitchell a 
spot as one of  the premier golfers on the 
team. Photo courtesy of  Rice Owls Athletics 
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Blain 
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In Memorium  

ry of
On March 2, Blain Padgett (19) passed away in his sleep in his 

apartment. Padgett was a defensive lineman on the football team and a 
member of  Lovett College.  Lovett College held a candlelight vigil for 
Padgett the following Sunday. 

Padgett was pursuing a degree in sport management. When a cousin 
of  a friend passed away due to brain cancer, Padgett and two other Lovett 
students, Sebastian Gonzalez (19) and Wyatt Imus (20) started an effort to 
raise money for a charity called A Chance for Hope. The charity helps and 
supports pediatric cancer patients and their families, such as by funding 
housing in the duration of  their treatment. 

The group decided to host a dodgeball tournament in order to raise 
money. They advertised in all of  the sports management classes, printed 
fliers to put on display at the recreational center, and created a Facebook 
event to spread the word. Padgett served as part of  the legal team, handling 
any papers or legal problems that arose during the event planning. The 
event was named “Dodgeball for a Cure” and was held on April 14. 

The event proved to be a success. More than 100 atheletes showed up, 
and the event raised $117, 093.50 for the charity. His class printed “Loving 
Memory of  Blain Padgett” on the front of  the t-shirts for the event and also 
planned to auction sports memorabilia. These proceeds would be donated to 
Blain’s Scholarship Fund. 

His efforts and achievements will be remembered by the university, 
family, and friends. 

Story and design by Joanna Yang 

KINDNESS OF STRANGERS 
A group of  students pose with 
the check for the total amount 
of  money raised. Many fellow 
atheletes and classmates came to 
the event in order to support the 
cause as well as Blain Padgett. 
Photos courtesy of  Sebastian 
Gonzalez 
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P R I N G  
Students scrambled at their last chance to get A+’s before Rice 
lay the only academically beneficial aspect of  LPAPs to rest at 
the end of  the school year. Even with inevitable decline of  GPAs 
on the horizon, 20,898 high schoolers still thought it a good idea 
to apply to Rice, a record number of  applicants and a 16 percent 
increase from last year. 

With an all-time low acceptance rate of  11 percent, Rice thank-
fully had a much higher graduation rate. Senior and elderly Owls 
received a timely and timeless word from Mr. Michael Bloomberg 
that would prove memorable to many: 

“To be honorable, you must be honest. And that means speaking 
honestly, and acting honestly, even when it requires you to admit 
wrongdoing -- and suffer the consequences.  The commitment to 
honesty is a responsibility that you accepted as an Owl. 

“Recognize that no one, nor either party, has a monopoly on good 
ideas. Judge events based on what happened, not who did it. Hold 
yourself  and our leaders to the highest standards of  ethics and 
morality.  Respect the knowledge of  scientists. Follow the data, 
wherever it leads. Listen to people you disagree with -- without 
trying to censor them or shout over them. And have the courage 
to say things that your own side does not want to hear. 

“Graduates, after today, you will no longer be bound by the Rice 
honor code. It will be up to you to decide how to live your life -- 
and to follow your own honor code.” 

Story by Charis Wang 
Design by Kira Chen 

POCKET PRAIRIE 
Photo by: Kira Chen 
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FLORALS For Spring? 
Groundbreaking. But the old 
standard can hold true in inventive, 
new ways. Senior David Cirillo (18) 
models a two piece ensemble with a 
metallic sheen, another trend for the 
year, taking the monochrome look to 
new levels. Photo by David Cirillo 

NATURAL BLUES Denim is a 
trend that won’t ever end. When 
you wear it, pair it with other pieces 
you love, like Miranda Morris (18) 
does. 2018 is about denim regardless 
of  season, but also about showing 
off  your identity loudly and proudly. 
Wear your traditional fashion and 
showcase it alongside new styles 
such as denim jacket, shirts, and 
pants. Perhaps throw some draping 
fabric like a jacket in there, and 
you’re good to go. Photo by David 
Cirillo 
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 Fashion 

LEATHER Leather doesn’t come in 
boots and heavy jackets anymore. 
It comes in all shapes and sizes, 
and can be just as great when 
faux! Thrifting leather is the best 
tip to give, pairing it with your 
favorite patterns in contrast to the 
staple. Green is a perfect spring 
color, signifying growth. In shorts 
form, Cindy Nguyen (18), shows 
off  her fashion sense and stylistic 
combinations in perfect form. Photo 
by David Cirillo 



Spring
 

Dating Apps: Our generation's inability to meet people 
IRL pushes us to start swiping right 


Face it -- we’re in the 21st century, and we’re starting to do things differently 
around here. Technology has made leaps and bounds, and social media has 
consumed our lives -- we’re sending half-faced selfies to our friends in class with 
20 filters on it, posting our first world grievances on our finstas, and tagging each 
other in relatable memes to validate our friendships. A few years ago, all of  these 
habits would have been unheard of. However, one thing hasn’t changed -- we’re 
still just as lonely as ever. 

So where does the modern college student go to meet potential suitors? Not 
to a party, not to a singles meet up, and God forbid being set up on a blind date by 
your friend that “only wants the best for you” but looks at you in pity because they 
think you’re going to die alone. That’s right, this is when we turn to dating apps. 

We use dating apps for a variety of  purposes -- to date (pretty straight 
forward) in hopes to find that special someone through a completely unromantic 
source (we can’t all have that cute run-in at a coffeeshop like in the movies), to 
hook up (no judgement here, humans have needs) with that hot girl with the 
scandalous profile that may be a 10 in the photos but a mere 6 in real life, or even 
just to make a couple of  new friends (be careful though, your intentions might be 
misinterpreted). 

So whether you’re a hopeless romantic or just looking to have a little fun, 
dating apps may be the hip new thing that you need to try. This page is dedicated 
to Rice students’ variety of  experiences with dating apps. Even though the quality 
of  people on the apps vary in a large spectrum from completely unattainable 
perfection to possible serial killers, it’ll definitely be an eye-opening and 
entertaining experience for you and your friends. 

Story and Design by Amy Zhang 

Say this if you're trying to stay single 
"You're hotter than the bottom of my laptop." "Are you a beaver? 'Cause... DAMN!" 

"Ur so cute it'd be a real shame if you went on a date with me" "So... what is a boba?"	 	 "Tryna pipe or?" 

"wyd" "Remember me? Oh that's right, I've only met 
 
you in my dreams."
 


"I just emailed Spotify to complain because I 
 
didn't see you on their hottest singles chart."
 
 "Hey I've never banged an Asian before, enlighten me?" 

"Hey 2 questions - do you like the Lion King? And do you like role playing in 
"Are you the Make a Wish 
 
foundation? Because you make my 

bed" 
"You just like me cuz I superliked you right? Lol"
 


dream come true." 

"That swimsuit is very becoming on you 
"Do you have a composition notebook? Because but if I were on you I'd be cumming too" 

you can come position yourself on my face." 

"Knock knock. Who's there? Honey bee. 
"I hope you don't have tetanus 'cause tonight you're going to nail me."	 	 Honey bee who? Honey bee a doll and 
 

gimme them digits."
 


"Did it hurt when you fell from "Venmo me and see what happens ;) " 
heaven? Can I eat your ass" 
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A Comprehensive Review

Rice students give their stories and opinions on various dating apps, anonymously 

Tinder 

JSwipe 

“Tinder made me realize how 
unattractive I really am.” 

“Tinder is for fuckboys and the 
occasional nice guy. On Tinder, 
it’s easy for guys to say whatever 
they want because they’re hiding 
behind the mask of  the app itself. 
So they may be good guys in real 
life, but on Tinder it seems like 
they embody a different persona.” 

“JSwipe is the Mecca for jewish 
geography. You can find out what 
kids from your summer camp are 
up to and find yourself  a Nice 
Jewish Boy simultaneously.” 

Random Quotes: 

“I drunkenly messaged a basketball player telling him that it’s 
a shame that Rice basketball had a rough year, and also that he 
should tell my freshman (who’s on the team) to show up for 
o-week lunch.” 

“I matched with a guy whose bio said he was 21. When I 
asked him what he does, he said he’s a senior in high school. 
#unmatched.” 

“I actually met my girlfriend on Tinder. I matched with her and 
we had a short exchange where we sent the weirdest gifs we could 
find to one another. Then I blacked out one Saturday night and I 
woke up to a message from her that morning that was something 
like ‘would you like to have sex’ straight up, with no context. 
I scrambled to reply and, although the offer was no longer 
provided, she agreed to meet up with me at pub that Thursday. 
Long story short, we met up, found that we really, really liked one 
another, and now we’ve been dating for a month!” 

“My only ever match on Tinder back when I used it was a photo 
of  a maple tree. But I guess that also makes sense because I’m 
Canadian.” 

Bumble 

Grindr 

“In general I like Bumble much 
better than Tinder, because I feel 
like the guys are more attractive 
on there and also less creepy. I 
like that I have to message first 
because normally I would never 
message guy on Tinder or else 
I’ll feel awkward. However, I 
don’t like the time limit - you 
have to message the guy within 
24 hours.” 

“You get sucked in with an array 
of  people around you who, for 
once, aren’t all straight. It’s nice, 
but then you realize all of  the 
pictures are all just torsos and 
the app begins to feel like some 
toxic relationship that you can’t 
get out of  but hate yourself 
for being in. Great for a quick 
hookup though.” 

Pro Tips for Guys on Dating Apps: 
“Best tip: swipe as much as you can. My match rate is 

probably 1-2% max. As a guy on Tinder, you’re pretty 

much playing the numbers game.”
 

“My strategy when I match with a girl is to hit her 

with the name puns. For example, when I match with 

a ‘Sarah’, I’ll say ‘if  I ever saw you in real life, Sarah, 

I can’t help but stare-ah”. I’ve used that one 3 times, 

there’s so many Sarahs on here. But see, for some of
 
these obscure names you got to get creative. Here are 

just a couple more:
 
Brynna: “hey Brynna, you tryna?”
 
Ava: “I don’t think it’s a coincidence that lava ends in 

‘ava’ because you’re hot”
 
Sam: “Damn Sam, you glam”
 
Charlotte: “I’ll be your Wilbur, Charlotte”
 
Anna: “I’m the m-anna for you.”
 
Mila: “My favorite flavor of  ice cream? Va-mila.”
 
Hattie: "“Hattie? More like total hottie!”
 
Carina: “You know what you need to use to get perfect 

skin? Sun s-Carina.”
 

Coffee 
Meets 
Bagel 

The League 

“I started using Coffee Meets 
Bagel because I saw it on Shark 
Tank. The interface is a lot more 
confusing than other apps, and 
they only give you like 6 people 
to swipe through each day. 
Definitely less creepy though. 
But I feel like everyone good on 
the app is so old - like 25+ in 
age.” 

“The League is such a 
pretentious concept. Basically, 
there’s a waiting list, and you 
enter your education and job 
information and upload pictures, 
and the The League reviews 
your profile and deems if  you’re 
worthy or not. Then it suggests 
people ‘within your league’ and 
suggests you to people within 
yours.” 

Matching with Leebron's Son: 
“So I’d seen pics of  him before and I always thought 
he was really cute, and we were all bored during the 
hurricane break so one of  my friends was scrolling 
through Tinder and she saw him on there, and so 
embarrassingly, I actually downloaded Tinder for the 
sole purpose of  finding him. It turned out that he was 
supposed to be in his first week of  classes at Harvard 
(casual) but the hurricane had delayed his flight and he 
was stuck in Houston. We matched, and we messaged 
back and forth for a little bit, and he asked if  I wanted 
to meet for coffee, and of  course I said yes. We went 
to the only open place in Rice Village, and we actually 
hit it off  really well! I think he thought it was a little 
weird that I knew that he was Leebron’s son though, 
oops. We talked about our mutual love of  cheesy 
movies, especially The Princess Bride, and it was fun 
because we both knew every line, so we were just 
quoting it back and forth the entire time. Then, sadly, 
he had to go back to Harvard and we lost touch after 
that, so I missed my brief  shot at marrying into Rice’s 
royal family. (Kidding, but not really.)” 
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Contractionally Obligated
 

Team Members: Millie Antwi-Nsiah (18), Catherine Schult (18), 
Shannon Fei (18), Aniket Tolpadi (18), Leah Sherman (18), and 
Patricia DaSilva (18) 

Team Contractionally Obligated built a low cost device to monitor 
uterine contractions in low resource settings. The device helps detect 
whether labor is progressing safely, for the mother and the baby. Because 
low-resource settings often to not have access to technologies such as these, 
nurses are often required to monitor contractions manually, leading to 
inaccurate data and inefficient use of  time. 

“Working on this project has caused me to remember why I started 
BIOE,” Schult said. “After four years of  grueling coursework it’s easy to 
get lost in the momentum of  undergrad and forget initial motivations 
for choosing your major. This project, however, has reminded me that 
I value teamwork, prototyping, and ultimately, engineering design that 
directly benefits people, which are three of  the main  reasons why I chose 
Bioengineering. Synthesizing concepts I learned in disparate courses over 
8 semesters and seeing it culminate in a physical product that saves lives? 
There are few things more satisfying. I have great pride in my senior design 
project and endless appreciation for the fantastic team I was lucky enough 
to be paired with.” 

The team ultimately won ‘Best Technology for Low-Resource Settings 
Design Award’ at the Senior Design Showcase. 

Engineering (W)ingen  uity 

Algorithms for TIDAL: Novel 
Photoacoustic Imaging 

Team Members: Meghana Pannala (18), 
Sanket Mehta (19), Kyungnam Kim (18) 

Team TIDAL’s project was about 
generating better algorithms for 
photoacoustic imaging methods. The team 
created an unconditionally stable algorithm 
with respect to the wave speed using 
Alternating Direction Implicit methods. 

“I enjoyed working on this project,” 
Pannala said. “Definitely learned a lot about 
the subject from our mentors and felt like I 
accomplished something as well.” 

Compostable 
Team Members: Anna Norris (18), Caroline 
Krawczyk (18), Juan Valenzuela (18), Nick Moser 
(18), Travis Kwee (18), and Scotty Stevens (18) 

Team Compostable created an optimized 
Compostmate for indoor composting. Their device 
consisted of  a wooden structure holding rotating 
compost jars. The device shortened composting 
times from 90 to 15-30 days, allowing for a quick 
and simple way to convert waste into fertile soil. 

“My team’s been a blast to work,” Valenzuela 
said. “I came into the project not knowing much 
about them (or composting, honestly), but working 
together to design the CompostMate has been one 
of  my most rewarding experiences.” 
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Senior Design  

Story and Design by Joanna Yang 

ring (W)ingen uity Senior design teams present projects and 
prototypes at end of year showcase 

er 

Zfib 
Team Members: Natalie Bolton (18), Sylvia 
Cai (18), Billy Jeon (18), Jamie Leong (18), 
Alexander Lu (18) 

It is often difficult for AEDs to overcome the impedance, or resistance, 
in skin and deliver the effective shock to the heart, in order to successfully 
resuscitate a patient. Team ZFib’s project centered around optimization 
of  the defibrillator pads in AEDs. They designed defibrillator pads that 
could deliver more energy through the skin, in order to circumvent the 
problem of  skin impedance. To do so, the device penetrates the skin less 
than a millimeter deep using an array of  needles which decreases the 
transthoracic impedance, a factor which resist energy flow to the heart. 
This device can help increase the survival rates of  patients undergoing 
cardiac arrest. 

“We hope that the device can be used in out-of-hospital and in-hospital 
settings, increasing the survival rate for everyone,” Lu said. 
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21
 
Rice students reveal how they 

spent a birthday milestone 

Design by Kira Chen 
Icons courtesy of  Noun Project 
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“The group of  us made a tradition of  going to 
Moon Tower Inn because we all have birthdays 
within a week of  each other! It’s like an 
outdoor pub-ish place with good burgers and 
a good drink selection. I had a pineapple cider 
and it’s still one of  my faves. We did it for our 
22nd too.” 
- Ajay Subramanian (18) 

“My 21st happened the summer before I 
matriculated to Rice [as a transfer student], 
and I was working in a lab. My lab mates 
surprised me during the day and threw a 
party for me at night (with lots of  drinks)! 
I unfortunately don’t remember how I fell 
asleep at my friend’s bed haha, which I think 
can be a funny thing. My favorite part was 
feeling very cared for even though I was 
new to Houston!” 
- Anonymous 

“I went to Mi Luna with my close 
girlfriends because it was based in 
Spain, which is where I studied abroad. 
That Friday night, I also went to Little 
Woodrow’s with people in my cell group 
after having a PB&J-making party for all of 
CCF at my house. People donated sandwich 
materials/money instead of  presents, and 
my whole purpose behind it was that I 
wanted to start off  my adult life in a way 
that I wanted it to become: to serve others.” 
- Joanne Hong (18) 

“Mine was a little untraditional because 
I celebrated the whole week before my 
birthday on an AH-MAZING cruise, but 
the cruise ended the day before my birthday 
hahaha. So I turned 21 on the plane ride 
home, and jumping up and down excited 
in my seat, I asked my dad if  I could order 
some wine. All he said in his calm, tired tone 
was, ‘Let’s just wait until tomorrow when 
we’re home...’ 
But the cruise was fun, and we had three 
Alaskan destination stops. I got lots of 
Alaskan salmon, rode some rapids while 
taking pictures of  the wildlife, and saw lots 
of  beautiful glaciers. A waiter at one of 
the restaurants brought me some birthday 
limoncello! I got to keep the glass and I still 
have them today.” 
- Gina De La Guardia (19) 

“My 21st just happened to fall during my 
junior year spring break, so I was happy I could 
go somewhere fun but also kinda sad that I 
couldn’t hang at Rice. Anyway, so I went to 
NOLA (pretty 21st-birthday cliche!!) with a 
group of  my friends and decided to go out the 
night before my 21st, leading up to midnight. 
We pre-gamed Bourbon Street with cheap wine 
and then my friends forced me to wear one 
of  those cheesy ‘It’s my 21st Birthday’ sashes 
with embarrassing lights. The first time I got 
to officially use my ID at midnight was at a bar 
where I got turned down (they really didn’t get 
the concept of  midnight meaning it was the 
next day). But it was fine because I got to meet 
up with other Rice friends who happened to be 
there during spring break too. There was even 
a point when our group bumped into another 
group (non-Texans) who were celebrating 
their friend’s 21st. We discovered that we 
had a mutual friend who was at Rice and then 
everyone promptly sang happy birthday in this 
impromptu circle in the middle of  Bourbon 
Street. Basically I celebrated the first few hours 
of  my 21st quite effectively, ending at like 2am 
at Cafe du Monde which was very much the 
best way to cap off  the night of  my 21st. The 
next morning we just explored New Orleans 
and the French Quarter, which I was all about 
because I used to be a Francophile and dreamt 
about visiting New Orleans one day.” 
- Michelle Zhao (18) 

“I went to work that day, and it was 
within the first month of  starting my 
internship so I didn’t really know my 
team that well yet. But they surprised me 
with ice cream and a card and I almost 
cried. That weekend, my boyfriend had 
also flown up so we went to a concert 
that night!” 
- Anonymous 

“On my 21st birthday, a small group of 
friends and I went out to Bodegas, and I 
ordered a margarita pitcher for everyone. 
The cashier almost didn’t believe me 
when I handed her my ID and told her 
I was 21. After dinner, we wandered 
around midtown and found a dessert 
shop. Since it was a Monday or Tuesday, 
we went back to Rice early since we 
still had a fair amount of  work. Then 
later in the evening, a different group of 
friends nearly dragged me to Valhalla, 
where the bartender bought me a drink. 
At the end of  the night, we went up to 
the observatory to stargaze and people 
watch.” 
- Anonymous 

“I was studying with a few friends in 
Fondy on my birthday because I had my 
biochem final soon. It was surprising 
because my sophomore year roomies 
coincidentally somehow all showed up 
too. My close friend Chris suggested 
that at midnight we should all go back to 
his room to celebrate a bit. Surprised at 
his sweet gesture, I smiled and agreed. 
So, a bit before midnight all of  us went 
to Lovett and met up with some more 
friends to drink apple cider for the 
countdown. I hadn’t planned to drink 
too much that night because I wanted 
to study more in Fondy afterwards. But 
that didn’t end up happening. Tipsy and 
happy that we were all together, I just 
decided to enjoy the rest of  my night. 
The real birthday celebration came after 
my biochem exam (and before the rest 
of  my finals) and we all went out to eat! 
I was glad that I could finally celebrate 
with my friends. I’m so thankful for them 
all!.” 
- Anonymous 

“On my 21st, my brother took me (and a 
group of  friends) to Queen Vic’s Pub and 
we had a few drinks and dinner. It was 
memorable because I was already sick 
and the alcohol made me even sicker the 
next day.” 
- Matthew Lee (18) 

“So the day of  my 21st birthday was 
pretty anti-climatic. I went to a nice 
Japanese restaurant with my parents, 
got carded for the first time as I ordered 
a bottle of  sake, took a picture with 
the waiter who carded me, and then we 
all went home. However the following 
weekend, my friends from the skating 
rink surprised me by taking me bar 
hopping around Montrose/midtown. 
They bought me all of  my drinks as we 
stopped by 4 or 5 places. My favorite 
would probably be Kung Fu Saloon since 
they had all sorts of  games AND they 
let me go behind the bar to hit this huge 
gong. Surprisingly, I kept my composure 
the entire night, but I can’t say the same 
for another friend who had turned 21 a 
few weeks before me (he threw up in the 
Uber XL...). We all got home safely and 
as I staggered my way up the stairs to 
my room at 2 in the morning, my sock 
slipped and I slid down the stairs waking 
my entire house up. This was the first 
time my mother had seen me intoxicated 
and I’m not too sure she liked what she 
saw haha.” 
- Renée Miki Kono (18) 
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DJ YNGY Yanghwa Hong (19) laughs with Sarah Woodfin (21) as he 
mixes music for the dance floor. He has previously DJ’ed at other Rice 
events and publics. “I [initially]had a hard time realizing that there 
were set expectations that I would have to meet-especially at dances 
like Rondelet,” Hong said. “So, that forced me to pay more attention to 
the crowd and their tastes, and over time, this changed my views on 
DJ’ing to being about “my” music to being about a shared experience 
between me and the Rice community.” Photo by Emma Min 

OH MY EARS Christina Stoner (19) explores the museum with her 
girlfriend. The museum had many exhibits on the heart, skeleton, and 
other various body parts. “I brought my girlfriend, who’s at UT, and 
we both really loved that it was at the Health Museum because there 
were a lot of  interactive exhibits,” Stoner said. Photo by Emma Min 
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Rondolet 
 

A Mad


Party in


Wonderland 
Rice celebrates annual spring 
 
formal at the Health Museum
 

     Rice’s annual spring formal Rondelet was held at the Health Museum with the theme of  “Lost in Wonderland.” “The theme was inspired by the 
venue because the Health Museum has exhibits that are quirky and fun,” the RPC Socials Committee chair Vivian Wong (19) said. “We wanted a 
theme that was different from Esperanza which was more elegant. The Health Museum also has a big heart display which was reminiscent of  the 
Queen of  Hearts from Alice in Wonderland.”
     Despite thinking about holding Rondelet on campus, the committee ultimately chose this off-campus venue. “I think part of  the appeal of  Espe-
ranza and Rondelet is holding them off-campus and we have always gotten positive feedbacks when they were held at museums,” Wong said. “The 
Health Museum is also very close to campus which helped with transportation.”
     The venue had many exhibits for attendees to explore, as well as a harp player in the garden, a silhouette artist, and a small movie theater play-
ing ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ “This was my first Rondelet, so I thought it was really fun! The highlight of  [my] night was probably sitting in the 
garden listening to the harp player because she was amazing and it felt otherworldly. It was a really nice aesthetic!” Christina Stoner (20) said. “I 
also really loved the lady who did the silhouette art because she was so talented and a wonderful woman to talk to.”
     According to Wong, less people attended Rondelet and the venue was smaller compared to Esperanza, which made it more manageable to over-
see. “In general, things went a lot more smoothly [at Rondelet] than at Esperanza because we have done it before in terms of  planning,” Wong 
said. “Transportation was also a lot smoother because we got the same number of  buses for a smaller number of  people.”
     Although the venue had some advantages due to its small size, it also caused some problems for attendees. “[T]here weren't great places to take 
photos. [We] had a photobooth, but that was very chaotic and had a long line,” Alex Kang (19) said. “There were [also] less designated photo 
areas compared to Esperanza this year.”
     As usual, the spring formal had a DJ and this year, Yanghwa Hong (19) shook up the dance floor with his mixes. “[Playing at Rondelet] was 
amazing! I had such a great time, and it really meant a lot to me to have people vibing to the tracks I was playing,” Hong said. “At times, it felt like 
there was an earthquake beneath my feet with everyone jumping up and down, and that’s an experience all DJ’s are always trying to achieve. Above 
all, many of  my friends were at Rondelet, and it was so cool to see them making a circle in front of  me and just having a great time.” 

ed feedback      Overall, the attendees have reacted generally positively to this year’s Rondelet. “I loved how RPC tried to do more things this rondelet like 
silhouette drawing, etc. Compared to other rondelets, … the exhibits were much more interesting and interactive than the [Rondelet held at the 
Natural Science Museum] my freshman year,” Kang said. “The theme was also my favorite!” 

Story and Design by Emma M 
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Other 

Shipley's 

Dunkin 
Donuts 

Krispy 
Kreme 

“It’s literally my opinion 
back off.” 

Leslie An (20) 

“It’s cheaper and it’s 
a bigger brand so it’s 
corporate. I’m hoping that 
if  I keep going there I can 
get my foot in the door.” 

Mak Jankovsky (20) 

“It’s good quality, 
convenient, down to earth, 
and they have great coffee.  
Also you don’t feel like shit 
eating there.” 

Erik Wu (19) 

“I like Gourdough’s because 
the texture of  it is way 
better and you can taste the 
actual donut rather than 
just sweetness.” 

Kevin Chen (19) 

45.3% 

44.2% 

8.4% 

2.1% 

Favorite donut place? 

Favorite fast food? 
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On Being Adventurous 


People are always afraid to just do something. It’s like 
“I have to follow this recipe to a T.” The other day I was 
making banana bread or something with a friend, and I was 
like we should put a crumble on it, like a streusel. He was like 
“(dramatic gasp) you’re not using a recipe for this?” 

I was like “dude, that recipe we were using earlier was just 
one that I randomly did anyways.” But it came out well! And 
people say it’s because I do this often, but I got to this point 
because I was willing to try something. 

So just do something. Do whatever you want. 
People are afraid that it’s going to turn out bad. They 

know someone has validated that this is “good.” They have no 
validation for whatever they’re going to do or their validation 
is just themselves and that’s not good enough for them. 

On the Environment 

People see nature as something that’s very separate. For 
example, when you think of  nature, what do you think of ? 

Most people think of  trees, or grass, or untraveled places. 
That’s a very wrong perception because human and nature are 
interconnected. We are nature. We can’t survive without it. If 
we encourage a culture where nature is the air you breathe, the 
sky you walk under, the things you step on, bringing it closer 
and making it what we need and depend on makes it less of  an 
abstract thing that’s far away and doesn’t matter.

 For example, if  I asked you where’d you get your apples from, 
you might say, “Oh I got it from the grocery.” No, where’d you 
really get your apples from. Things like that create such a big 
distance between where you are and what nature is. In some ways 
I want to use art to change that mindset about what nature is. 

On Rose-tinted Glasses 

I had a very romanticized view of  doing art like inspiration was just 
going to come to me all the time because I think that I’m a creative person. 
A lot of  it has been me sitting and staring at a printer or waiting for it to 
load or me testing things or me cleaning the printer-heads or me having 
to change the ink. It’s a lot of  behind the scenes work and I realize that 
if  you do something correctly, people don’t notice. If  you do it correctly, 
it should be seamless and nobody should bat an eye. I never realized how 
much work goes into that, and how frustrating that can be. 

Like look. Do you see this color? 

Look. 


Look. 

Like just look. 

God, it’s so hard. Taking pictures is so hard. 

On “the little things” 

For me, one of  my big values is making sure that the people 
around me are doing well and what I can do is something that 
can make them feel better or just like bring joy. A big reason 
why I started baking or why I do it a lot is because I know it’s 
an activity (it costs me money because it’s not cheap getting 
everything) that makes people happy and brightens up their day a 
little bit. 

I think growing up, and even now the things that touch me 
the most are when people do the tiny tiny things. Like maybe a 
month ago my friend passed my shoulder, puts an egg tart down 
and just leaves. And that made my day so so much better. I think 
I’ve always really appreciated things like that. I think a lot of 
people really take it for granted, and a lot of  people don’t want to 
admit how much it means to them. 

On Having an Unique Identity 

I guess when you realize you’re on a different path from other 
people, in my approach to it, I can’t turn back. I’m an Asian-Ameri-
can doing art, and that’s different from a lot of  people, and now I’m 
just going to keep doing it because that’s what makes me different. 
And I have never regretted making this decision. If  I can motivate 
other Asian-Americans out there to do the same and tell them that 
this is something you can be, I’m helping to serve that, too. When-
ever I go to this huge art festival called the Bayou Art Festival, 
most of  the artists are Caucasian or European, and there are maybe 
zero Asian-American artists. Even if  you go to big studios like Silos 
on Sawyer Studios, there’s maybe one Asian American artist. 

It’s definitely nerve-wracking, because I might perceive myself 
as not good enough, because maybe I don’t see as many people 
like me in that field that are good, and I might see myself  as not 
adequate enough just because I’m different.  I think sometimes that 
motivates me, like, if  I’m the only one, so be it. I’ll do the best I can. 

On Conflicting Identities 

I’ve always walked that line between feeling like I’m too different 
to fit in with the regular crowd, but I’m also not quote “Asian 
enough,” or “Chinese enough,” or whatever that means because I 
don’t speak the language, I don’t do half  the things I’m supposed to 
do. My parents joke that I’m a twinkie like I’m white on the inside. 

Maybe they’re not wrong because I was born and raised here. 
There’s always this way when I go back to Hong Kong they can 
single me out as the odd one out. When I’m here I don’t physically 
look like a lot of  people sometimes. For a while, I tried to hide 
whatever “this” part of  me was so I could just get by and go 
unnoticed through whatever system, but it got really tiring after a 
while. 

I’ve been on this Asian-American identity kick for a long time and 
this is the first time that I’ve managed to channel all that frustration 
and just “rage at the universe” into something productive that can 
be used to start a conversation with someone else about why I do 
these things. I’ve also never been the greatest at expressing myself 
verbally to people, so doing it through art has always been a better 
alternative. 

Story, design, and photos by Rishi Ramesh 
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Dogs at Rice 
residential 

Story and Design by Vy Pham college 
companions 

LADY & STELLA Need a study break? Join Sid Richardson college 
magister Ken Whitmir with this adorable Australian Shephard and 
Golden Retriever/Border Collie pair. Photo courtesy of  Jeff  Fitlow

P. SEAMUS This terrier mix loves being the center of  attention at 
Martel as Taylor Cooper and Ben Stevenson chase after him to keep 
him from barking up the wrong tree. Photo courtesy of  Jeff  Fitlow

BOGIE Catch Alana Lemay-Gibson and Brian Gibson on walks 
around McMurtry with their lovable English Bulldog who hates 
thunder and loves cheese. Photo courtesy of  Jeff  Fitlow
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DOZER English Bulldog vs. Will Rice Sprinklers. Who will win? 
Come to Will Rice to witness Gwen Bradford’s lovable English 
Bulldog in the battle of  the century. Photo by Jeff  Fitlow.

ALABAMA Bridget Gorman and Mike Reed’s personal squirrel 
security guard protects the Will Rice magister house from incoming 
attacks. This story may seem a bit far-fetched, but it's true. Photo 
courtesy of  Jeff  Fitlow

SMOKEY BEAR Marla Sanders and Brad Blunt’s natural born poet 
is rising to fame on his own Facebook page. Life may be ruff, but 
good thing he already has a career. Photo courtesy of  Jeff  Fitlow
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WOLF 
For the past three years, the Rice Wilderness Conservation Corps 
has been organizing a Spring Break volunteer trip to Mission: Wolf, a 
private wolf  sanctuary near the town of  Westcliffe, Colorado. This year, 
the 14 participants travelled to the sanctuary to learn about sustainable 
practices, wildlife conservation, and animal behavior. For the students 
who braved the cold and slept in greenhouses and tipis, daily tasks 
included mending fences, preparing meat for the wolves, and laying new 
floor in recently built structures. At the end of  every day, to show their 
gratitude, sanctuary staff  would bring the Rice group to visit some of 
the wolves, who excitedly jumped in laps and licked faces. 

“Nothing beats spending the break under the stars in Colorado, 
howling with the wolves,” Sophie Schnietz (18) said. 

ROPE TRIP 
Rather than heading to sunny beaches, a group of  adventurous Rice 

students swapped the busy hub of  Houston streets for the winding 
trails of  the Smoky Mountains. The week-long ROPE trip consisted of 
hours spent hiking up and down snow-covered slopes while immersed 
in the serenity of  the Appalachian woods. Site leader Morgan Gillis (19) 
said that the group faced many obstacles along the way—unexpected 
river crossings, tangled bear cords, and grueling climbs—but the beau
tiful scenery, invaluable experiences, and opportunity to recharge from 
Rice made it all worth it. 

They carried everything they needed, food and supplies, on their Ow 
backs—literally—since access to the outside world was limited. 
Towards the beginning of  the trip, a snowstorm passed through and 
the temperature dropped to 7ºF; the group was forced to stay inside BOtrail shelters to keep warm, but it allowed them to bond and get to 

Many Rice students chose to leaknow one another better. 
the break soaking in some much-needed vitamin D“We all learned so much from this trip, from technical skills like 
to hit as many beaches as possibshouldering a pack or using a camp stove, but also how to stay positive 
a crwhen things get tough,” Gillis said. 
ver 
fa 
ocean,” 
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Springing Into 
Spring Break 

Story by Monika Karki 
Design by Joanna Yang 

an Gillis (19) 

ut the beau-

Owls travel for business and pleasure
 


BOOZE CRUISE 
Many Rice students chose to leave the chaos of  Rice behind and spend 
the break soaking in some much-needed vitamin D. What better way 
to hit as many beaches as possible in the span of  a couple of  days than 
a cruise?  Sonal Pai joined her senior friends as they enjoyed their 
very last college break together on a Caribbean cruise to Mexico. “My 
favorite part of  the trip was definitely swimming in the crystal-clear 
ocean,” Pai said. 

Alternative Spring Break (ASB) 
Some Rice students chose to forgo a typical spring break experience 

to engage in various community projects that they are passionate about. 
A group of  eleven students went on a HealthiHer ASB to Austin to 
investigate the barriers to women’s healthcare. They met with advo
cates, physicians, and grassroots organizations to see what could be 
done about the high rate at which women were dying during and after 
childbirth. The group had the opportunity to meet Donna Kreuzer, who 
is just one of  the many people that advocate the fact that Texas has the 
highest rate of  maternal mortality in the developed world, with Harris 
County in the lead. 

“By hearing people’s stories, we realized the importance of  staying 
aware of  what’s happening in your community and the influence of 
being an ally, both in our professional futures but also in our daily 
interactions with those around us,” Anu Dwarumpudi (19) said. “Many 
of  the influential people they met echoed the same message: If  we want 
to go fast, we go alone; if  we want to go far, we go together.” 

As Rice students, they hoped to form small drops of  change. 
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Off to the races
 


BUNDLE OF LAUGHS Tessa Fries (18) 
holds two water balloons as she turns and 
laughs. “The races may be at the heart of 
Beer Bike, but the water balloon fight is 
definitely the most fun part,” Fries said. 
“Having a massive water balloon fight with 
1000 of  your friends is such a uniquely Rice 
experience.” Photo courtesy of  Vidya Giri 
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Willy week, martel sundeck, water 
balloons lead up to beer bike 

es Willy Week 
Indiviual college 
activities 

Morning of Beer Bike 
4:00AM: 
Wake Up Call 

6:00AM: 
Servery Opens 

8:00AM: 
Martel Sundeck Party 

8:45AM: 
Hanszen Color 
Powder 

10:00AM: 
Water Balloon Fight 

11:00 AM: 
Parade 

11:30AM: 
Races start 

y Rice 

OUT OF THE BLUE Lillie Plaza (21) 
pours pink Holi powder on Lee Pelton 
(18). On the Thursday of  Willy Week, 
Lovett college hosted their own Holi 
powder war, and the leftover color 
powder was  finished Saturday during 
the campus wide war. “I ruined a good 
shirt, swallowed a ton of  colored powder, 
but still had a great time smearing my 
classmates with about 20 color packs,” 
Pelton said. Photo courtesy of  Lovett 
Historian 

FRIENDS FOREVER Kevin Xi (20) 
and Collin Allen (20) hold hands as they 
slip and slide. The two celebrated their 
friendship in the quad with the rest of 
their college. “We went through the slide 
a bunch of  different ways, and one time 
we were holding hands and that's the one 
Henry took a picture of,” Xi said. Photo 
courtesy of  Henry Baring 

WATER U DOIN? A water balloon 
bursts over Meredith McCain (20). 
Later McCain revealed she didn't even 
know who was throwing balloons at her. 
“The water balloon fight was kind of 
terrifying actually,” McCain said. “I was 
running around trying to find people 
to throw balloons at and then I just got 
pelted from all directions.” Photo courtesy 
of  Vidya Giri 

WHATEVER FLOATS YOUR BOAT 
Weissmen stand and cheer on top of  the 
War Pig. Weiss had a standing tradition 
of  having freshmen pull the War Pig 
during the float parade. Photo courtesy of 
Charlene Pan 
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pit crew, chug team, and racers all took part in on the 
helping their colleges succeed sidelines 

AYE AYE CAPTAIN Yoseph 
Maguire (18) works on fixing up the 
bike for the races. Maguire was the 
Bike captain and needed to ensure 
all the bikes were ready and safe 
for the bikers. “The chains needed 
to be cleaned and lubed, so I was 
frantically doing that,” Maguire 
said. Photo courtesy of  Rice Program 
Council 

CHUG CHUG CHUG Anitha 
Aadireddy (20) chugs water before 
the Lovett biker can take off. “It 
was a lot of  fun practicing and 
trying to beat your time from last 
week and race each other for who 
was the faster chugger,” Aadireddy 
said. “Beer Bike was exiting but a 
little intense because everyone is 
expecting you to be super fast so 
that the bikers have a good start. 
Overall, it was a fun team to hang 
out with and a unique experience 
for Beer Bike.” Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Program Council 

PLAY IT SAFE Juan Saldaña 
(18) yells at the Hanszen pit crew 
during the alumni race to get out 
of  the Will Rice lane. Saldaña was a 
catcher for the race and later wrote 
a piece for the Thresher on the 
importance of  pit safety. “Hanszen 
was horrible at catching and being 
super unsafe by getting into our lane 
as our riders were finishing because 
they couldn’t catch theirs,” Saldaña 
said. Photo courtesy of  Rice Program 
Council 

HOME STRETCH The McMurtry 
Mens bike team stretches together 
before the race. Stretching allowed 
the team to prepare both mentally 
and physically for the chat, and the 
stretch is always followed by the 
McMurtry chant. “I was on chug 
team last year, and I was really 
struck by the camaraderie among 
the bike team,” Davis Nelson (20) 
said. “It’s amazing to see them 
working together in the weeks 
leading up to beer bike, and then 
sacrificing their morning and on 
beer bike to represent their college.  
I knew that was something I wanted 
to be a part of.” Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Program Council 

Savannah Cofer (20) 

w 
line 

beer 
bike 

Design by Joanna Yang 
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results are out beer 
Alumni Women Men 

1 Jones 1 Jones 1 GSA 
2 Will Rice 2 GSA 2 Will Rice 
3 Brown 3 Will Rice 3 Jones 
4 Duncan 4 Duncan 4 Baker 
5 Wiess 5 Lovett 5 Martel 
6 McMurtry 6 Wiess 6 Brown 
7 Sid Richardson 7 Brown 7 McMurtry 
8 Hanszen 8 Hanszen 8 Lovett 
DQ GSA 9 Martel 9 Hanszen 

Lovett DQ Sid Richardson 10 Duncan 
Baker McMurtry 11 Wiess 
Martel Baker 12 Sid Richardsonbike


Jessica Wagner (20) Will Yarinsky (19) 

with the finish 
line in sight 

Bikers from each college train for the entire year for the Beer Bike Races. Savannah Cofer (20), 
Jessica Wagner (20), and Will Yarinsky (19) were among these students who took time out of 
their busy schedules for their college bike teams. 

“Right there on the curve was where Martel college was seated, and all I could hear was my 
college chanting my name! It was my last lap so I kicked it into full gear and was just focused on 
chasing whichever girl was in front of  me,” Wagner said. 

Others still put in their best effort, but ultimately, only one team could win. 
“I was the 10th rider, so I knew that my job was making up as many spots as possible. We were 

a minute down from the lead, so I had to ride as hard as I could and try to pass as many spots as I 
could but the win was already out of  sight,” Yarinsky said. 
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Seniors bid their farewells at 
the 105th Commencement

     For some, it was a moment they had been waiting for. For others, it was a moment they 
had been dreading. Or maybe it was both. Regardless, commencement marked the time at 

which (most) students officially said goodbye to Rice.
     The ceremony featured speeches by Reagan Kapp (18), a Duncan college senior chosen as 

commencement speaker by a committee of  faculty and students, and Michael Bloomberg, who focused 
on the importance of  honesty in his address.

     “The words honor and honest are two sides of  the same coin,” Bloomberg said. “To be honorable, you 
must be honest, and that means speaking honestly and acting honestly — even when it requires you to admit 

wrongdoing and suffer the consequences.”
     Commencement marked the end of  the graduating students’ time at Rice as well as the beginning of  their plans 

for after Rice.
 “After this summer, I will be working in the Business Analyst group of  Capital One in McLean, Virginia, and I hope to 

pursue graduate studies in the coming years,” Alex Morton (18) said.
     While many seniors were excited about what was to come in the future, many also felt nostalgic about leaving the place 
that they had grown so used to.

 “[I’m going to miss] everything about Rice. The friends, professors, and staff  that have made me feel at home these last 
four years. Shout-out to the wonderful people of  Nocturnal, Rice's most awesome Acapella group, and of  course Lovett 
College,” Win Soon (18) said.
    Seniors also found themselves reminiscing on the decision that brought them to Rice in the first place.
    “Four years ago, I decided to fly thousands of  miles across the world to Houston to be a part of  the Rice community. 
Looking back, I was nervous, unsure and even scared. Four years later, I can safely say that it was one of  the best decisions I 
have ever made,” Soon said. 

Story and Design by Phoebe Dang 

WORDS OF WISDOM Michael Bloom-
berg delivers his Commencement Speaker's 
address at the plenary Commencement. 
Bloomberg spoke of  honesty and honor 
and pledged to donate a cherry tree to be 
planted on Rice campus. "When you come 
back to campus as alumni, if  you pass by 
the tree, I hope you'll remember why it's 
there - and what it represents to out great 
country," Bloomberg said. Photo courtesy of 
Rice University 
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IT'S GETTING 
 
HOT IN HERE
 

Baker men compete to see who's the 
fairest of them all  

The Mr. Baker competition is a 
beloved Willy Week tradition that 
brings Bakerites of  all classes together 
for a night of  laughter, awe, and a 
little bit of  cringe. This year’s five 
contestants—Eddie Jackson (21), 
Victor Gonzalez (19), Bernie Castro 
(21), Spencer Moffat (21), and Christian 
Cannon (20)—fought admirably to win 
the hearts of  the judges and the chance 
to represent Baker in the campus-
wide Mr. Rice competition hosted by 
Camp Kesem in the fall. Mr. Baker, 
being a spin-off  of  classic beauty 
pageants, is composed of  five equally 
valued segments: introduction, talent, 
swimsuit, questions, and poster. 

The contestants performed any act 
they wanted, solo or group, for each 
segment and the judges ranked the 
performances on a scale of  1-10. Some 
of  the most memorable acts from this 
year’s competition included rapping 
an original song, lifting 350 pounds, 
and putting on 14 layers of  shirts in 
under ten minutes. In addition, the 
contestants had to open up about their 
crushes, most embarrassing moments, 
and their choices for rounds of  fuck, 
marry, kill. In the final round, each of 

the contestants had to think outside 
the box and turn a creative picture of 
themselves into an actionable poster. 

When asked how the competition 
went, Gonzales responded that it was 
a great experience even though he 
ultimately lost to Castro. 

“I knew I wasn’t the best dancer, but 
I thought if  I could be a little awkward 
and I could still make people laugh,” 
Gonzales said. “I was nervous when 
we got to the Q&A but when people 
clapped it boosted my confidence.” 

All the money raised from posters 
was donated to the Houston Food 
Bank, a charity that Baker voted 
on collectively. Talia Liu (18) and 
Meredith Carle (21), the heads of 
Baker’s Community Service Committee, 
planned the event in conjunction with 
the Beer Bike Coordinators. 

“The process was long and pretty 
confusing but we pulled it together in 
the end,” Carle said. “My favorite part 
of  the competition was the swimsuit 
portion because we really got to see the 
personalities of  the contestants.” 

Story by Monika Karki 
Design by Julia Wang 
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SHIMMY SHIMMY YA I The 
winner of  Mr. Baker, Bernie Castro 
(18), strips down for a saucy dance 
during the swimsuit portion of 
the competition. “I had a lot of 
suggestions on how to do it and how 
to prepare right before it,” Castro said. 
“To say the least, I think it did the 
trick and people could tell.” 
Photo courtesy of  Rice University 

ALL SMILES ON STAGE I The 
show’s trendy hosts, Sam Akers (18) 
and Joseph Holden (18), the winner 
of  Mr. Baker two years ago, kept the 
show going with lively banter and a 
few well-placed jokes. “Competing 
in Mr. Baker was an unforgettable 
experience,” Holden said. “Hosting 
on the other hand…can’t say that I 
remember much.” Photo courtesy of 
Rice University 

JAW DROPPING I Maryam 
Elizondo (19) and Nicholas Wolf  (18) 
watch on in amazement. “It was the 
most twerking and flexing I’d seen 
in one night,” Maryam commented. 
Photo courtesy of  Rice University 
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SIXTH AND GIGGLES | Members of  6th floor come 
together to fill up water balloons for the annual water 
balloon fight. There was a competition at Brown where 
the floor that filled up the most water balloons received 
$75 toward their floor budget. “I suck at filling, and 
Rohit sucks at tying [water balloons], so we’re perfect. 
Roommate goals,” Zach Alvear (21) said. Photo courtesy 
of  Brown College Photography 

CASH ME OUTSIDE Mason Tannenbaum (19) 
launces a dodgeball at the Martel team. Tannenbaum 
was one of  the last remaining Brownies in the game. 
“Dodgeballs are hard to aim,” Tannenbaum said. Photo 
courtesy of  Brown College Photography 
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Expecto... 
PATRON(UM)!!! 
Brown experiences the magic of 
Willy Week 

’Twas the week before Beer Bike. Snitches (and bitches) were flying. People 
were drinking butterbeer. There was water everywhere. Brownies celebrated 
Willy Week with a plethora events, ranging from dodgeball to a giant water slide 
at Theme Day. 

Rene Carballo (21) particularly enjoyed Beer Debates. Beer Debates is an 
event where a handful of  seniors and the A-Team are asked fun and potentially 
embarrassing questions while drinking plenty of  beer over the course of  the 
event. One of  the seniors participating was Elizabeth Goodnight (18), Carballo’s 
O-Week advisor. He enjoyed seeing the “embarrassment on her face” as she was 
asked relationship questions. 

“I really liked Beer Debates because it was cool to see the A-Team in a new 
light,” Carballos said. 

All of  the fun this week would not have been possible without the five Beer 
Bike coordinators. Frances Williamson (20) was one of  them. According to 
Williamson, there were many challenges in coordinating the week, but working 
with such a great team made it more fun than stressful. Her favorite event to 
prepare for was Pub Night. It was the first event of  the week where several 
people came out, and Brownies were mingling and hanging out. She was excited 
to see all of  the work that they put into the event come to fruition. Her biggest 
challenge in the week was having to remember all the little details but also keep 
the whole week in focus and stay on top of  things. However, it was an amazing 
experience for her to be able to do this for Brown. 

“I loved seeing everyone get together and come out and show their love for 
Brown,” Williamson said. “All the spirit and all the hype. It’s cool to sit back and 
know you had a hand in planning that.” 

Story by Niki Parekh 
Design by Julia Wang 
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Rave Music and strobe lights fill the night 
SENSATION 

DJ ED. G Edward Gao (18) lays down some 
electronic beats. From 12 a.m.-1a.m., Ed 
G displayed his skill in the art of  DJing, 
showing off  the set he had prepared for this 
night. The other DJs that night were “DJ 
Ro.b. Rohan Bhardwaj, “DJ FriendZone” 
Paul Mayer , “DJ Ed.G” Edward Gao, and 
“TNGY” Yanghwa Hong. Photo Courtesy of 
Christina Tan 
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On the electric day of  February 24, Duncan college hosted 
its annual EDM public, attracting students from all across 
campus. The event, organized by Duncan socials Aitash 
Deepak (19) and Gabriel Tugendstein (20), kicked off  at 10 
p.m. with DJ Ro. b. (Rohan Bhardwaj (19), and soon a handful 
of  excited dancers made their way to Duncan commons to 
get the night started early. Many others took their time, 
spending a couple of  hours at different pregame locations to 
get hyped up before slowly trickling down to the main event. 

The event featured a variety of  decorations, lights, and 
kaleidoscope glasses which together created an enticing 
atmosphere that encouraged everyone to let loose and to 
move with the pulsing energy of  the flashing lights and 
pounding music. 

“The decorations created a cool party environment,” 
Jasmine Aggarwal (21) said. “I remember just jumping and 
dancing with friends, looking at everything through the 
kaleidoscope glass. It was pretty wild.” 

Another defining aspect of  the night was the stimulating 
music DJ’d by “DJ Ro.b.” Rohan Bhardwaj (19), “DJ 
FriendZone” Paul Mayer (18), “DJ Ed.G” Edward Gao (18), 
and “TNGY” Yanghwa Hong (19) over the course of  the 
night. Christina Tan (20) was particularly impressed with the 
variety of  the music that went beyond the top 40’s typical of 
most parties. 

COLORED LIGHTS Crowds of  people, 
including Daniel Fey (21) and Evan Toler 
(19), let loose, throw up their hands, 
and dance to the music. The flashing of 
multicolored lights created an enhanced 
atmosphere for the party goers. Here, 
they were able to temporarily set aside the 
preoccupations and stress of  a Rice student 
and become one with the colors and sounds 
of  the night. “It was lit,” Peter Tang (18) 
said. Photo courtesy of  Christina Tan 

“My least favorite thing about Sensation is that it’s sweaty, 
but it’s hype, and people actually dance to the music,” Tan 
said. “The student DJs did a fantastic job.” 

While some were unsatisfied with the music choice, 
pictures taken at the party were clear indications that the 
majority found themselves having an amazing time raving 
with the music enhanced by the colored lights. Daniel Fey 
(21) is one person who primarily recalls the beat of  the music 
above other aspects of  that night, which he admits were 
pretty blurry. He connected with the music on a deeper level. 

Many found Sensation a fantastic and stimulating 
experience. However, many of  the freshmen were unable to 
share in that experience to the fullest. A large portion of 
freshmen were occupied with Freshmen service hour shifts 
that night, several being assigned two or more shifts in order 
to bolster their chances during room jack. Although it was an 
unwelcome diversion away from the party, many managed to 
make the most of  it. 

“Even while I was doing security, I was bopping to the 
music coming from inside the commons. I was outside at 
first, but they moved me inside which was awesome because 
I could hear the music better and dance while still doing my 
job,” Aanu Jibodu (21) said. “Other than dancing, watching 
the people do crazy things was also very fun.” 

Story and Design by Lidia Ochoa 
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Doctor and Senior Editor James Hamblin 
speaks at Hanszen Fellows Event 

Strolling into Hanszen College’s lower commons with his characteristic 
ruffled hair and quirky grin, James Hamblin came to give a talk on the 
intersection between medicine and the media on February 21. As a senior 
science writer at The Atlantic and former MD, there are few people more 
qualified to present on the media and health - topics that appeal to a larger 
cross-section of  the Rice student population than usual, which includes pre-

There are many things to admire about Hamblin, including a long list 
of  professional accomplishments. His work has been featured in The New 
York Times, Politico, NPR, The Guardian, The Washington Post, Mother 
Jones, Elle, and The Los Angeles Times. In the past, he was a Yale University 
Poynter Fellow in journalism, and he has lectured at Harvard Medical School, 
Wharton Business School, Columbia Mailman School of  Public Health, and 
SXSW. Not to mention, he has interviewed former President Obama at the 

But Hamblin is best known for his quirky, “adorkable” personality that has 
made him an endearing figure to fans of  his video series If  Our Bodies Could 
Talk. In fact, Time magazine has named him among the 140 people to follow 
on Twitter, and Buzzfeed also called him “the most delightful MD ever.” But 
his best compliments exist in the comments section of  his webseries’ YouTube 
page: “OMG I love you, James Hamblin. I am proud to say that I’ve gone down 
a rabbit hole of  tabs just Google imaging you. #TabfulTuesday” 

On Wednesday night, Hamblin truly let his personality shine as he gave a 
presentation that ended up being much more political than anticipated. 

“This [talk] is probably more political than you thought it would be, and 
this is never the direction I thought I would be going in either,” Hamblin said. 
“I went to medicine thinking I need to figure out how to have a meaningful 

Though Hamblin first addressed the growing public distrust of  the media 
and the impact on public health, he ultimately contextualized these ideas in the 
current political climate. He also made a point to address the Parkland shooting 
that had happened only seven days before, emphasizing that he now finds 
himself  adopting a more serious tone that befits the gravity of  tragedies like 

Perhaps the talk was more heavy than some students were expecting from 
the typically light-hearted and goofy web personality, but the message he 
had to share spoke to real issues in society and the media which seemed to 
resonate with many students. Afterwards, Hamblin spent an hour conversing 
with students on various topics and signing books, making an effort to gather 

By the end of  the night, Hamblin was faced with a nasty thunderstorm and 
torrential rain, a symbolic conclusion to an inspiring but sobering talk which 
encourages us to reconsider the ways we view the media and health in such a 

Story by Elizabeth Myong 
Design by Valerie Du 
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Precision Medicine Initiative Summit. 

impact on health, and it led me here.” 

the mass-shooting. 
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TEAMWORK MAKES THE DREAM 
WORK At the request of  Hanszen fellow 
Valerie Du (19) and Elizabeth Myong 
(19), the Speakers Committee comprised 
of  Dwight Fan (19), Akash Dhawan (19), 
Nikolas Liebster (19), Kathleen Snider (19), 
and Joey McGlone (18), and Yuna Choi (18) 
invited Dr. James Hamblin to the semesterly 
Hanszen Fellows Speaker Event. Photo 
courtesy of  Nicholas McMillan 

A QUESTION A DAY KEEPS THE 
DOCTOR AWAY Raj Dalal (20) discusses 
with Dr. Hamblin after his speech. Hamblin 
graciously stayed afterwards for a few hours 
to answer students  questions and autograph 
books. Photo courtesy of  Nicholas McMillan 

 

’ 

IT'S AN ONION! IT'S AN APPLE Dr. 
Hamblin opens his presentation with a viral 
video of  a young girl insisiting on eatin g an 
onion as an apple, inciting laughter amongst 
the crowd. One of  his talk’s focus was on 
the influence of  media and the tendency to 
deny human error. Photo courtesy of  Nicholas 
McMillan 
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Eggcellent Easter
 

Jonesians cellebrate Easter with fun 
egg hunt 

The Jones Easter Egg Hunt was a tradition started a few years ago by the Jones 
RA, Kerri. There are no rules, other than come out, have fun, and  pick up eggs 
scattered around the Jones Quad. 

The eggs are filled mostly with candy, but there are also gift cards that are 
hidden, along with large chocolate bunnies. Normally, around 500 eggs are hidden 
at Jones. The Jones Culturals, along with other students help her fill the eggs. In 
the past, if  the event coincided with other cultural events, such as Greek Easter, 
some Greek cultural souvenirs were placed in the eggs as well. Occasionally, there 
are also confetti eggs that Jonesians can crack on each others heads. 

“When I was a cultural for Jones, we partnered with her and put special candies 
inside, like a ton from H-Mart,” Natalie Dickman (19) said. 

The event is just meant to celebrate the Spring and Easter holidays, and it 
serves as a nice stress relief  from school. 

“The event is fun, because you get to compete against fellow Jonesians to get 
the most candy and then enjoy eating candy with them afterwards,” Rohan Palanki 
(19) said. 
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EGGCITED Kristen Hickey (19) 
celebrates her hard work in the egg 
hunt with all of  the eggs she found. 
Photo courtesy of  Jones Historian 

READY SET GO! Jonesians take off 
in the quad to search for eggs. Photo 
courtesy of  Jones Historian 

EGGSTREMELEY FUN Alex 
Rovner (19) sets off  in the search of 
eggs. Photo courtesy of  Jones Historian 

197 



Spring 

,, •• 
• ~· .. - 1 --., .• 

u....___ 

-, 

Don't Stop 
 
Ballieving
 


Dodge, dip, duck, and dive. Survival of the fittest. 

Lovett hosted its annual dodgeball tournament in its upper commons on 
Tuesday, March 20th as a part of  its Beer Bike activities. This Lovett event 
started only three years ago in 2014, but it has received so much positive feedback 
that it’s on the fast track to becoming a beloved Lovett tradition. 

The dodgeball tournament was held in a single-elimination format where two 
teams of  five compete against each other per match. Any Lovetteer or Lovett 
adult team member was welcome to sign up. For those who were not familiar 
with the game, the rules were simple. As its name suggests, dodgeball is a 
game where players try to knock out players on the opposite team by throwing 
rubber balls at them. The hit counts if  the ball has not touched the floor and 
if  the location hit isn’t the head. If  a player catches a ball an opponent throws, 
the opponent is knocked out instead and the player gets to “revive” out of  his 
knocked-out teammates. 

The event received considerable attention last year, and this year proved to 
be no different. Over ten teams of  five players signed up. A gruesome single-
elimination playoff  ensued with the Lion King soundtrack playing in the 
background because of  Lovett’s Beer Bike theme, Hakuna Mavodka.  

In the end, Team Untouchaballs’ name proved true as they defeated Team 
Fuck Jibbers again and emerged victorious, at least according to self-proclaimed 
MVP Chris Zupan. 

“So dodgeball is something I always love to participate in - when else do you 
get an excuse to peg people! Although our team won, we had multiple close calls. 
Chris Zupan (19), a member of  Team Untouchaballs, said. 

After the main event was over, all the different players from each grade played 
in one last game of  underclassmen versus. upperclassmen. Beyond the frantic 
throwing, jumping, and yelling were the faces of  students who were having a 
wonderful time. Dodgeball is something that students often haven’t played since 
elementary schools, and for many brings back fond memories of  their childhood. 

Story by Roy Sun 
Design by Julia Wang 

These two teams fought hard to meet in the championship game 

a 
fi
ne

 li
neHenry Creamer 

Adam Gurin 
Zack Murphy 
Matthew Schulze 
Chris ZupanTeam Name: 

Untouchaballs 

Team Name: 
Fuck Jibbers 

Again Collin Allen 
Sebastian Gonzalez 

Mihir Limdi 
Matthew Mutamara 

Max Ronkos 
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KEEP CALM AND DODGE BALLS 
Kenan Davis (18) was with Team Jibbers 
Last Ride, the squad that won the dodgeball 
tournament two years ago. They led to the 
creation of  Team Fuck Jibbers Again, pictured 
to the right. After the game, Davis reminisced 
about his experiences. “This was my fourth year 
playing Willy Week dodgeball, and this year 
way more people participated than ever before. 
In our first round game, my team had a small 
advantage near the end, but Chris Zupan picked 
my teammates off  until it was just me versus 
him at the end. I swear one of  my throws 
clipped him on the hip, but he denied it and 
ended up getting me out to eliminate my team.” 
Photo courtesy of  Lovett Historian 

THE UNDERDODGES The members of  the 
Untouchaballs, Chris Zupan (19), Matt Schulze 
(21), Henry Creamer (21), Zack Murphy (21), 
Adam Gurin (21), get ready for battle. “In the 
first round, it came down to only me versus 
two others, but I was able to pull off  the clutch 
comeback. The next round it came down to two 
of  us against one, and we almost blew it, but 
Matt Schulze was able to close the game for us. 
The last round was our toughest, but we played 
in a great game against Fuck Jibbers,” Zupan 
said. Photos courtesy of  Lovett Historian 

WHO LET THE DODGE OUT 
Zach Anderson (19) runs to dodge incoming 
balls as the other team attempts to out him. 
He was one of  the last players standing for 
Team Motzzarella Sticks are a Vegetable. Photo 
courtesy of  Lovett Historian 

199
 



Spring 

Tweets Tweets & replies Media 

David Leebron O @davldleebron · Mar 25 

It's the Rice spider couple! Kudos to Martel Col lege for Its ingenuity and effort. 

Defying Gravity with 
 
Martel Build Team
 


Martellians Create Upside-Down Room 

As Martel counted down the days until Beer Bike, the build team was also hard at work. In 
honor of  Martel’s Beer Bike theme, The Amazing Cider Man, the build team created an almost 
real-life size 8x8x8 cubic feet bedroom of  Spiderman, Peter Parker. But here’s the twist: - It 
was an upside-down room. This meant that people could enter the build to take pictures, and 
then flip the photo to create the effect that they are hanging from the ceiling, defying gravity. 

The entire process, including preparations, took around seven weeks, and the building part 
itself  took three weeks. The team originally tried to mount things onto the ceiling by hanging 
them. However, to reduce the pressure put on the ceiling and the level of  risk, the team came 
up with the solution of  attaching things to the walls instead. The attention to details made 
the build all the more interesting. There’s even an Astros hat “hanging” upside-down from the 
room’s shelf. 

The build first appeared in The Rice Thresher before Beer Bike. Publicity started to pick 
up from there. Rice Communications came to interview the build team, and the build ended up 
generating so much popularity that the Houston Chronicle picked it up. 

Story by Miao Zhang 

BLOWING UP ON SOCIAL MEDIA “This is 
primarily a fun project for us and for Martel. And we 
are pleasantly surprised by all the positive attention 
that we've recieved,” said Amanda Suarez (21). 

ATTENTION TO DETAILS “A lot of  the books 
and notes decorating the room came from the build 
heads themselves. A lot of  the stuff  is from us 
emptying our backpacks,” said Gigi Rill (19). Photo 
by  Rice University Public Affairs 
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Introduction to the Build Team: 
Having been a build head for two consecutive years, Gigi took 

the lead again this year. Her past works included the beer bottle 
Iron Throne in 2016 and the Rick and Morty Garage in 2017. 
When Gigi posted for help on the build this year, Amanda and 
Bunt volunteered for the task. That’s how the trio came together. 

Amand 
Suarez (21) 

Jonathan 
Bunt (20) 

Gigi Rill (19) 

“The reason we do the build is to bring Martelians 
together to enjoy Beer Bike,” said Gigi Rill. “And to 
see so much positive reactions from people beyond 
Martel makes all the efforts that we’ve put in all 
the more rewarding.” Photo by Rice University Public 
Affairs 
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Meet the Contestants!
 

Stoyan Komitov (20) 

Photo courtesy of  Stoyan Komitov 

INTRODUCTION: 

TALENT: 

INTERVIEW Q: 
ANSWER: 

RANK: 

Hailing from the depths of  Eastern Europe, this contestant is known in the streets as the 
Bulgarian Barbarian. He is fast on the road and fast in the boat, but gentle with the code. He 
likes to get his hands dirty but is sure to cleanly rep McMurtry. 
Stoyan performed a “series of  unfortunately useless talents”, including taking off  his shirt 
with one hand under one second, making a glass sing, snapping a regular banana in half, and 
snapping the largest banana he had ever seen in half. 
Kill, fuck, marry: Davis, Marla, and Dr. Nicolaou. 
I was here for Thanksgiving break, and so I know Marla is a wonderful chef, so that proves 
that she’s wife material. Unfortunately, I’ve never taken a psych class so I’m going to have to 
kill Dr. Nicolaou. That leaves me with fucking Davis, my biking teammate. 
Runner-up 

Photo courtesy of  Tyler Sakakeeny 

Tyler Sakakeeny (21) 

INTRODUCTION: 

TALENT: 

INTERVIEW Q: 

ANSWER: 

RANK: 

Jake Bhoi (20) 

INTRODUCTION:
 


TALENT:
 


INTERVIEW Q:
 


ANSWER:
 


RANK:
 


Coming in at 5’10 and 3/4 inches, this avid world traveler can seduce you in English, 
Spanish, and sub-elementary school Chinese. Taller than the Pyramids, girthier than the 
Great Wall of  China, some call his ba-donk-a-donk the eighth wonder of  the world. In his 
free time, Sakakeeny enjoys hanging out with friends and catching up with his loved ones. 
Sakakeeny performed a series of  tennis racket-and-ball tricks to the music stylings of 
Survivor's Eye of  the Tiger while engaging the audience and while dressed in the colors of  a 
tennis ball to embody his act. 
What would you do if  you were trapped in the steam tunnels with Dr. Nicolaou? 
I would be happy because if  I were trapped with anyone else, I would probably find a way 
to kill them and eat them to survive, but Dr. Nicolaou is trained in clinical psychology so 
she’d probably be able to coax me into calmness about the whole situation, so she’d be worth 
keeping alive. On second thought, she’d probably be able to convince me to feel that I was 
okay with dying to a point where I’d be happy about it just so she could eat me and survive. 
But then that would be a win-win situation for us, because Dr. Nicolaou would be able to live, 
and I’d be able to die happy. 
McMurtry’s Sweetheart 

Photo courtesy of  McMurtry Historian 

Photo courtesy of  Nick Killian 

Introducing Jackie Ghirl, spelled with an H. She’s serving up some fierce looks that will leave 
you gagging. She’s here to steal the crown, and she’ll do it while wearing five-inch heels. 
Jake lip-synced “Born This Way” by Lady Gaga, all while dancing and wearing a fabulous 
outfit, and of  course, the five-inch heels. 
Bryce knocks on your door with a warrant for your rustication! What did you do? (Bryce 
Miller (20) is McMurtry’s current CJ) 
I would never do anything rustication worthy! It was probably my roommate Matthew or my 
boyfriend from Hanszen... if  it was me though, it would probably be for drinking underage? 
Miss Congeniality 

Nick Killian (19) 

INTRODUCTION: 

TALENT: 

INTERVIEW Q: 
ANSWER: 

RANK: 

His wardrobe of  purely Texas Rangers shirts catches everyone’s eye from the beginning. 

The way he so sweetly picked the peaches off  the trees at sunrise at Ham Orchards quickly 

won us over. Yes, he is 127.5 pounds and 5 foot 7 inches tall, but what he lacks in size he 

makes up for in above-average looks. 

Killian demonstrated how to make concrete like he learned in his civil engineering labs -- but 

with beer instead of  water.
 
If  you were studying on Fondy 6th and your crush walks in, what do you do?
 
I would do what I would do if  my crush walked in anywhere: first chug six Lone Stars, talk 

to her once, then add her on Facebook the next day. 

Definitely a CEVE
 

Photo courtesy of  Quinn Mathews 

Quinn Mathews (19) 
INTRODUCTION: 

TALENT: 

INTERVIEW Q: 

ANSWER: 
RANK: 

Her name is Quinn. She’s so smart. So athletic. So beautiful. And... she’s McMurtry’s next 

president!
 
Quinn performed a series of  “magic” tricks with her lovely assistant Grant Lu (20), including 

making him disappear under a blanket, a card trick, and cracking an egg on his head. 

This is the most popular beauty pageant question posted online: what sets you apart from all 

the other “girls” in this competition?
 
I don’t know... I can crush them all in Powderpuff ?
 
Madam President
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Magnificent McMurtry Men Take the Stage 
Mr. McMurtry 

Where does the average college student go if  all he or she 
wants to do is shamelessly leer at hot guys on a Tuesday night? 
Where else, besides Rice’s very own McMurtry College, where 
there are dozens upon dozens of  good looking men around every 
corner? On March 20th, the McMurtry commons was filled to 
the brim with Murts that were fully prepared to ogle some drop-
dead gorgeous contestants that were proud to be competing to 
represent McMurtry in the annual Mr. Rice Pageant in the fall. 
The Mr. McMurtry Pageant included an introduction of  each of 
the contestants coupled with a dazzling runway walk from each, 
a swimsuit portion where we admired these boys’ bangin’ bods, 
a talent section where each contestant showed off  their amazing 
hidden skills, and a hard-hitting interview portion with questions 
from the judges. Murts were joined by a panel of  very qualified 
judges, including Marla (the third floor McMurtry RA), Dr. 
Nicolaou (one of  our favorite psychology professors on campus), 
Mahdi Fariss (19), and our 2017 Mr. McMurtry himself  – Davis 
Nelson (20). An unsuspecting Marco Gutierrez (20) also joined 
our judges panel halfway through the show through audience 
vote, just because he happened to be accidentally sitting a little 
too close to the judges’ table. The event was hosted by the 
wonderful Miranda Lee (20) and Katie Mackall (19), and planned 
by Elizabeth Hoffman (20), Sam Fowler (21), and the McMurtry 
Beer Bike Coordinators: Sam Rossum (20), Mitchell Baker (18), 
and Caroline Krawczyk (18). 

Story and Design by Amy Zhang 

George Pazos (21) and Cole Derksen (20) 

INTRODUCTION: 

TALENT: 

INTERVIEW Q: 

ANSWER: 

RANK: 

What happens when you mix a Siberian tiger with a 

ferocious jaguar? Eight and a half  inches of  combined... 

dick. Far more girth than your grandma can handle.
 
Pazos (21) and Derksen (20) performed the final dance 

scene, outfits and all, from Dirty Dancing with Derksen as 

Patrick Swayze and Pazos as Jennifer Grey.
 
Which of  you is the bigger McMurtry resident fuckboy?
 
*Never determined but put to an audience vote* Both said 

they would like to give the award to their better half.
 
Crowned Mr. McMurtry!
 

Photo Courtesy of  McMurtry Historian 

BIG SMILES | Nick Killian 
(19), Jake Bhoi (20), Stoyan 
Komitov (20), Cole Derksen 
(20), George Pazos (21), Katie 
Mackall (19), Miranda Lee 
(20), Tyler Sakakeeny (21), and 
Quinn Mathews (19) pose for a 
photo together on the runway 
in McMurtry commons during 
a brief  intermission period. Lee 
and Mackall were the hosts of  the 
event. Photo by Amy Zhang 
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Operation 

••• Let's roll 

TEEPEEING OF SIDRI  
 

ON YOUR MARKS, GET SET, ROLL 
Like a coursing river, the toilet paper streams 
off  the edge of  the 7th floor balcony. To 
prevent too much drifting, the roll was 
equipped with three weighted paper clips. 
Photo courtesy of  Tiffany Yip 

A TEARABLE MISTAKE With “Eye of 
the Tiger” blasting in the background, the 
pair of  Will Ricers were ready to fulfill their  
scentific dreams. Little did they know that 
windspeeds of  11 mph were too tough for the 
2-ply toilet paper to withstand. Photo courtesy 
of  Lynn Zhu 

WHAT A BUMMER The weather may have 
wiped out their experiment and plans for a 
relay race, but no worries. These Will Ricers 
still got results in the end and educated the 
Rice student population with fun facts about 
toilet paper. Photo courtesy of  Tiffany Yip 
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CH SCIENTIFICALLY
 


If a roll of toilet paper was unrolled from Sid 
 
7th floor balcony, would it reach the ground? 
 

12:07 PM. Siebel Servery: 
“Imagine if  someone tried to teepee Sid Rich.” 

Samiksha Deme (21) said. 
Later that week, Vy Pham (21) conducted a 

Twitter poll asking: If  a 2-ply toilet paper roll is 
unraveled from Sid 7th balcony, will it reach the ground? 

65 percent of  Rice students said ‘yes’, while 35 
percent answered ‘no’. To unravel this question, the 
two Will Ricers designed an experiment to measure 
the volume of  Sid Richardson college in toilet paper 
units squared (tp²). 

After getting the consent from the Sid Richardson 
magister, Sid Richardson president, and the Dean 
of  Undergraduates, Vy Pham and Samiksha Deme 
proposed the experiment to the students of  Rice 
University. They were met with support and 
enthusiasm of  thier peers as they prepared for the 
excursion. On March 19th, students gathered with 
anticipation at Sid Rich to watch history unfold. 

Like a waving flag, the toilet paper gracefully 
billowed in the wind. Unfortunately, when the 
windspeeds picked up at such a high altitude, the 
toilet paper had to surrender. The sheets made it to 
6th floor before tearing (R.I.P.). However, this was 
not the end. 

The ambitious Will Ricer’s got the measurements 
for the base of  Sid Rich and used mathematical 
analysis to find the height. The base of  Sid Rich is 
approximately 200 x 200 toilet paper squares while 
the height is approximately 460 squares high, making 
the total volume of  Sid Rich 18,400,000 tp². A roll 
of  New Dorm toilet paper is 500 sheets long in 
comparison. Hypothetically, the roll would reach the 
ground from Sid 7th or even the roof ! 

Story and design by Vy Pham 
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Send Off and Welcome 
Sid Richardson welcomes Dr. Tran, Eric, and Olivia 
upon a tearful goodbye to Dave, Norie, and Evie. 

Dr. Lesa Tran and her husband Eric Lu will be 
the Sid new residential associates. 

2018 was the seventh and last year for the widely-
loved Sid RAs Dave Messmer and Norie Guthrie. 
In their time at Sid, they enriched Sid culture and 
witnessed the growth of  many Sidizens. At the same 
time, however, Sid was proud to welcome their new 
RAs, Lesa Tran and her husband Eric Lu. 

“We will really miss Dave and Norie. When we 
first came, they reached out to us and shared their 
experience,” current Sid RA Robert Booth said. 
“It’s kind of  overwhelming to go through O-week 
and figure out how the student government works 
without their help.” 

Dave and Norie helped Booth and Andrew Colopy 
adapt to Sid and get involved in the unique Rice 
undergraduate college culture when they became 
Sid’s newest RAs last year. 

“Being a good RA is not easy. It brings you back 
to a time you are not familiar with. They have spent 
lots of  time with the students, revising resumes, 
playing cards, and even educating students about 
1980s,” Booth said. 

Messmer felt very rewarded and honored for his 
years at Sid.  

“After I had taught here for some years, I enjoyed 
getting along with students. So, I chose to apply 
for an RA and become further engaged in the 
student body,” Messmer said. “It turns out to be 
so compelling to see how students grow and get 
familiar with them. This experience even helped my 
teaching.” 

According to his students, Messmer was very 
considerate of  student life and was lenient towards 
various deadlines, especially during Willy Week. 

“I think the FWIS does not only teach 
students writing but also gives students time and 

opportunities to adapt to college life and studies. 
Understanding a freshman's life helps build this 
collaborative teaching experience,” Messmer said. 

After Dr. Tran and Lu were named the new Sid 
RAs, he and Norie reached out to them to introduce 
them to the RA culture. 

“I definitely will leave room for the student body 
to familiarize themselves with their new RAs,” 
Messmer said. “There are many ways to approach 
this position, and we don’t expect them to be Dave 
and Norie 2.0.” 

Dr. Lesa Tran, a professor of  general chemistry, 
is one of  the most popular professors on campus. 
She graduated from Rice as a Sid alumna in 2007.  
Tran and Lu had been Duncan Associates before 
applying to be Sid RAs. 

“I have known Lesa for a long time. I believe 
she can be involved with students as she has gone 
through this system before,” Sid Magister Dr. Ken 
Whitmire said. 

“I did not want to confuse my memories as a 
student versus faculty,” Tran said. “However, when I 
heard Sid provided this opportunity, I suddenly felt 
that being an RA here would allow me to give back 
to the community that I owe a lot to.” 

Tran and Lu held many fun activities at Duncan, 
such as Life Lesson 101 and Food Crawl, and they 
are excited to bring them to Sid. 

Messmer and Guthrie brought much happiness 
to students at Sid. “No-pants Dave” during Beer 
Debates, Poker Night, and close, individual 
interaction that has shaped the growth of  many 
Sidizens will forever be remembered by the students 
at Sid Richardson College. 

Story by Xin Tan 
Design by Julia Wang 

How do you choose the new RAs? 
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“Initially, we will hear from students about their desired 
candidates and reach out to them. Then, dozens of  feedback 
will come in, and we will send out the interview invitations.” 

18 families applied to Sid this year, and all of  them were 
excited to get involved with the student body. After the Cullen 
interview, the candidates were narrowed down, and a vote was Shope (19) 
hosted throughout the college. Finally, the winning candidates 
were reported to the Dean of  Undergraduates, and the dean 
approved the college’s decision of  new RAs. 
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Sid Richardson 
 

WE WILL NEVER LEAVE Messmer, Guthrie, and 
their daughter Evie attend the Sid Spring Associates 
Night. Since 2010, they have consecutively attended 15 
associate dinners. “Although our RA tenure ends, we 
will join the Associates team and continue showing up 
to Associates Night. I will also still be the humanity 
advisor for Sid,” Messmer said. Photo courtesy of  Sid 
Historian 

IT'S OUT IDEA The RA search committee invites 
Dr. Tran, Lu, and their daughter Olivia to the Alumni 
tailgate during the Willy Week where they were 
announced as the new Sid RAs. They were selected 
from 18 candidate families. “It’s our family’s idea to 
come to Sid,” Lu said. “We did bring our daughter 
Oliva to Sid, and she seems very interested in the 
building.” Photo courtesy of  Sid Historian 

207
 



Spring208  

team 
family

wiess 
Wiess bids the Ramos family farewell 

After maxing out their seven-year term as RAs, 
Renata and Lenin’s family will be moving out of 
Wiess College. Renata teaches in the Bioengineering 
department and was recently named associate dean of 
academic affairs for the George R. Brown School of 
Engineering, and Lenin works at Schlumberger. Their 
two children, Gavin (the “Acatoddler”) and Evan (the 
“Acababy”) have been Wiessmen all their lives: “they 
were born across the street, but only took 36 hours to 
find their way to Wiess.” Beloved and dependable, the 
family will be missed! 

Story and design by Kira Chen 

LETTER FROM THE Ramos family 
The last 7 years have been a wild and amazing 

goldenrod ride! To recap: we moved in, we made 300 
new friends, we had a baby, our wardrobe got a lot 
more goldenrod-y, we went to quite a few powder-
puff  games, we ate at the Commons, 700 new friends 
moved in, we had another baby, we threw 150 study 
breaks… and we got kicked out. We are so incredibly 
lucky to be Wiessmen and to have had other Wiess-
men help us raise a couple of  baby Wiessmen.  When 
we first got to “HomeWiess,” as Gavin and Evan call 
it, we thought this would be an interesting experi-
ence and we might get a good story out of  it, but our 
expectations fell well short of  reality: just like we’re 
sure it’s the case for many of  you, we found ourselves 
part of  a family and a beautiful close-knit commu-
nity.  And the beautiful thing is that it does not end 
when they walk through the Sallyport and become 
alumns: we’ve been to their weddings, birthdays, held 
their babies and they still visit us at our home pretty 
regularly. 

As hard as it is to move out and say goodbye, 
we take with us memories of  moments of  pure joy 
and friendships that will last a lifetime. In return, 
we leave our most heartfelt “Thank you” and may 
we dare to ask you for a parting favor? Leave Wiess 
better than you found it. Team Wiess. Team Wiess. 
Team Wiess. 

UBANGEE LOVE At the end 
of  the semester, Wiessmen held a 
farewell party for the Ramos fam-
ily. Custom-designed t-shirts were 
created for the event and featured 
silhouettes of  the family along 
with the words "Team Wiess." 
Photos courtesy of  Daniel Davis 
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presidents
“Renata and Lenin were instrumental to my college ex-

perience. From the beginning of  my freshman year, Renata 
was someone I could go to for advice about academics, but 
during my time, I learned that I could go to her for so much 
more than that. She was a trusted mentor during my time as 
President and there were many times where I would send her 
emails or texts asking for help or advice and she was always 
there for me. 

It was really fun to have their family around during my 
whole college experience. Renata was pregnant with Evan 
when my class got to Rice, so we really got to see their family 
grow during our four years. Having kids and a family around 
in the commons and at events made it feel like so much more 
than just a college made up of  students— it was like we were 
all an extension of  a larger family, which included Renata, 
Lenin, Gavin, and Evan!” 

Tay Jacobe (18) 

“As a non-Texan, I was at first apprehensive about coming 
to Rice, where I knew no one from home and felt like it would 
be a huge transition from what I was used to. However, these 
fears quickly began disappearing after I met Renata and 
Lenin, who made it feel like I and all the other Wiessmen in 
my class were part of  their family now. From hosting Disney 
movie study breaks to grilling delicious food in the quad, the 
Ramoses have been a constant warming presence at Wiess, 
transforming our college into a vibrant community. The 
Ramos family puts the ‘Family’ in Team Family Wiess. For 
me, I have always felt that I could go to them for anything, 
whether I was stressed out about a big decision and needed 
advice or whether it was simply to chat. The Ramoses 
have been such an integral part of  Wiess and it will be an 
interesting transition to be at Wiess without seeing the aca-
baby and aca-toddler always around. Although they won’t be 
living at Wiess anymore, I am excited to see how they will 
continue to contribute to the Wiess community as associates. 
Wiess owes so much to the Ramoses and we wish them 
nothing the best on this next step in their lives.” 

Mike Dai (19) 
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BREAKING EDGE OR BREAKING YOUR BACK? 
The benches of  Dr. Suh’s Synthetic Virology Lab sit 
serenely during the day. Graduate students, post docs, and 
undergraduates alike bustle in and out of  this lab located 
in the Bioscience Research Collaborative (BRC). Students 
head into lab to run assays at any and all hours of  the day. 
Photo courtesy of  Erik Wu 

on the front lines August September October No 

Scientists lead in breaking 
edge research, often aided by 
undergraduate students 

Rhodium, a transition 
metal, aids in 
chemotherapeutic drug 
delivery by simplifying 
antibody drug conjugation. 

Published in: 
American Chemical Society 

Department: 
Chemistry 

Ceramic membrane used 
as a superhydrophilic 
filter removes >90% 
contaminates in water 

Published in: 
Nature Scientific Reports 

Department: 
Chemistry 

Fossil evidence in Texan Chemother 
coral reefs indicate that can be deliv 
Earth sea levels rose doses using a laser and light 
in bursts, rather than activ 
steadily. 

Published in: 
Nature Communications 

Department: 
Marine Geology 

Chemistr 
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Undergraduates in the Natural 
Sciences department take part in all Easy as pi 
forms of lab research 

Kseniya 
Anishchenko (19) 

Not Pictured 

Michael Lee (20)
 


How would you describe your lab’s dynamic? 
The first time I visited my lab, my PI called it a family. After being in the 
lab for two years, I think I would have to agree with her. Since I spend 
15 hours a week in my lab, it has become my home away from home. Our 
family celebrates each other’s scientific and personal accomplishments, 
eats a lot of  cake and Oreos, and laughs a little too much for people 
in a wet lab. I feel comfortable enough to share my highs and my lows 
with my lab members. Having a supportive community in my lab has 
allowed me to grow as an independent researcher and further my goal 
of  fighting Alzheimer’s. 

What’s the dumbest or most embarrassing thing you've ever done in 
lab? 
The most embarrassing thing I’ve ever done is drop an experimental 
plate. I know this doesn’t seem like much, but when I first started 
research and heard about someone dropping their plate I wondered how 
that could be possible. Just hold on to the plate and don’t fall! Easy! I 
would never make that mistake. Let’s fast forward to 3 weeks later … 
when I picked up my plate from the shaker and immediately dropped it, 
thus ruining a 4-day long experiment. Having to tell my PI and grad 
student about my blunder was embarrassing. Now you will find me in 
the lab clutching my plates tightly and pressing myself  tightly against 
the wall whenever I have to move around so I can avoid other people. 
Lesson learned! 

What is your favorite thing about your lab? 
I work at the Bellen Lab at Baylor College of  Medicine under the department 
of  Human and Molecular Genetics. Our lab works extensively with the 
Drosophila model, and my specific project deals with MiMICs. MiMICs 
are transposons that integrate into the host genome. Our lab developed a 
doubleheader transgene that expresses GFP in one direction and T2A-GAL4 
(a transcription reporter) and inserted it into multiple independent MiMIC 
fly lines. Our goal is to document the orientation of  these insertions and 
their gene expression patterns. What I enjoy about my lab is the friendly 
atmosphere, journal club, and project. The project itself  has been extremely 
fun to work on, although tedious at times. People are always willing to help 
me when I have problems, and journal club is great for helping my scientific 
thinking and writing skills. Research has overall been an extremely positive 
impact on my Rice experience and I wouldn’t trade it for anything else. 

November December January March April 

Chemotherapeutic drugs 
can be delivered in higher 
doses using a laser and light 
activated gold nanoparticles. 

Published in: 
lished in: Early Edition of  the 

tions Proceedings of  the National 
tment: Academy of  Sciences 

gy Department: 
Chemistry, Physics, Engineering 

New topological quantum 
material discovered when 
working with theoretical 
superconductivity model. 

Published in: 
Early Edition of  the 

Proceedings of  the National 
Academy of  Sciences 

Department: 
Physics 

Computational simulation 
reveals how quenching 
mechanism in fluorescent 
proteins works. 

Published in: 
Journal of  the American 

Chemical Society 
Department: 

Chemistry 

Ash from volcano 
eruptions during 
Cretaceous era formed 
shale gas and oil fields. 

Published in: 
Nature Scientific Reports 

Department: 
Geology 

Evolutionary studies 
indicate leafcutter ants 
originated from South 
America and co-evolved 
to grow fungi on leaves to 
increase access to food. 

Published in: 
Molecular Ecology 

Department: 
Biology 
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Eat My Bubbles
 

Swim team drowns the competition 

The swim team had a good season this year, and it opened with the CSCAA Collegiate 
National Open Water Championships in Lawrence, Kansas where our swim team placed 
second overall. Following this success, Rice swept their first home meet of  the year with a 
massive lead of  162 points. 

“The team swam really well and I was proud of  how we raced,” Coach Seth Huston said. 
“Everyone had a great, competitive attitude, and I’m very happy with our performances.” 

As the season progressed, Marie-Claire Schillinger (19) set records in all of  her events, 
most of  the records being hers from previous seasons. Marie-Claire as well as Lauren 
Rhodes (18), Kaitlyn Swinney (18), and Alicia Caldwell (18) were all named C-USA swimmer 
of  the week for their strong performances in the various meets.   

Towards the end of  the season, the Rice swim team remained strong by dominating at 
Grand Canyon University Quad meet in Arizona. Rice won each of  the three dual meets, 
defeating New Mexico State 207-87, Cal Baptist 189-91 and event host Grand Canyon 154-
126. 

The Rice swim team had a great season finale with their Conference championship in 
Atlanta, Georgia where they placed 2nd overall.

 “Kaitlyn Swinney (18) finished off  her career with three best times, two championships 
and she broke her school record 400-IM. Our seniors had an incredible weekend. I was so 
proud of  how they came to the meet and arguably performed at their highest level of  their 
careers,” Coach Huston said. 

Shortly after, the College Swimming Coaches Association of  America recognized the Rice 
Owls as a Scholar All-American Team after posting a 3.54 grade point average during the 
2017 fall semester. 

Story by Hannah Jackson 
Design by Joanna Yang 
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JUST KEEP SWIMMING Marie-Claire 
Schillinger (19) swims breaststroke at their last 
home meet. She bested her own 100m and 200m 
breaststroke times from last year and set new 
school records in both. “I didn’t feel great about 
my season, but I still managed to beat my old 
records,” Schillinger said. Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Athletics 

A TEARFUL GOODBYE  The swim team 
seniors pose with their flowers for the tradition 
of  senior recognition, which happens at their 
last home meet of  the season.  “It meant a lot 
to be able to share the experience of  our senior 
meet with the other seniors,” Julie Litver (18) 
said. “They are some of  the most hard-working 
and impressive women I have ever met.” Photo 
courtesy of  Rice Athletics 
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Stealing Bases
 

Baseball team is a hit on the field 

Starting with a solid 8-6 win in their home opener this year, the Owls baseball team 
have set off  on quite an impressive season so far with many more accolades hopefully to 
roll through this upcoming summer. Even before the season started however, our Owls 
were already making their presence on and off  the field known. Owls Matt Canterino 
(20), Dominic DiCaprio (19) and Ford Proctor (19) earned the prestigious Conference 
USA Preseason honors award and Juniors Dominic and Ford were both named to the 
watch list for the Bobby Bragan Collegiate Slugger Award. 

Throughout the course of  the season, our Owls rose through the ranks of  the 
Conference USA standings with skillful play. Crucial victories over some of  their 
Conference USA rivals such as Old Dominion and Western Kentucky put the owls 
in a solid standing within the Conference. Furthermore our Owls didn’t just perform 
well agains their fellow Conference USA competitors. The Owls baseball team secured 
massive wins throughout the year against some of  the nation’s best. An 18-1 win 
against Old Dominion, a 14-5 win over Columbia, and a10-2 victory over Houston 
Baptist are just some of  the many lop-sided scores our Owls turned out during the year 
due to their strong play on the field. 

As of  now, our Owls are gearing up for their Conference USA championship 
tournament towards the end of  May. If  our Owls successfully beat out the competition, 
then that takes the one step away from reaching the highly prestigious College Baseball 
World Series. This isn’t a stage that’s new to the Owls baseball team or their coach 
Wayne Graham. In 2003, Graham coached the Owls to victory in the College World 
Series setting an unprecedented metric of  success for Rice athletics. With consistent 
play towards the end of  their season, hopefully this year our Owls can find a similar 
outcome in the near future. 

Story by Viswajith Kumar 
Design by Joanna Yang 
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SWING BATTER BATTER SWING Ryan 
Chandler (18) swings at a pitch. Chandler is 
one of  the outfielders on the team and a solid 
hitter for the Owls securing over 60 hits and 
100 runs batted in this season. Photo courtesy 
of  Rice Owl Athletics 

PITCH PERFECT Kendal Jefferies (19) 
pitches late in a game. As a reliever, Jefferies 
has provided solid innings of  pitching late in 
games and helped sustain a good number of 
wins for the team this season. Photo courtesy 
of  Rice Owl Athletics 

HOMEWARD BOUND Braden Comeaux 
(20) sprints around second base on his way to 
a close play at third base. Comeaux has been a 
prime offensive force for the Owls garnering 
a hit almost every three at bats and racking 
up over 60 hits this season. Photo courtesy of 
Rice Owl Athletics 
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farewell, 
wayne

Rice baseball coach retires after 26 years 

After serving as the head baseball coach since 1992, Wayne 
Graham, a former major league baseball player, announced 
that Rice would not be renewing his contract beyond the 2018 
season. Graham led the Rice baseball team to the College 
World Series a total of  seven times in his 27 seasons. Prior to 
his tenure as coach, the Owls had never before qualified for the 
NCAA tournament. In 2003, Graham led Rice to its first national 
championship in any team sport. Under him, the Owls have gone 
to 23 consecutive NCAA tournaments. 

Prior to coming to Rice, Graham had coached high school 
baseball and junior college baseball. He won five junior college 
national championships with San Jacinto Junior College, where 
he coached for 11 years before joining the Owls. In his 38 total 
years of  college coaching, he has never had a losing season until 
this year, ending the season at 26-31-2. 

Story and Design by Joanna Yang 
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.. tarts 

Wayne Graham
 
Photo courtesy of  Rice Thresher 
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HE'S GOT THE HOPS Adolfo 
Carvalho (19) leaps over a hurdle. 
Carvalho found his passion for com-
petition in the steeplechase. “There 
is no feeling in the world like cross-
ing the finish line of  a great race,” 
Cavalho said. Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Owls Atheletics 

FOLLOWING HIS 
ASPEARATIONS Erik Maher 
(18) prepares to launch his javelin. 
Maher bested the competition 
by placing first in javelin at the 
C-USA championship meet. “The 
throw itself  I remember very 
little of,” Maher said. “I must 
have blacked out, entered some 
alternate dimension where people 
eat ice cream with forks and 
Czechoslovakia still exits.” Photo 
courtesy of  Rice Owls Atheletics 
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GOTTA GO FAST! Redshirt Hannah 
Jackson (19) brings the baton home for the 
final stretch of  the 4x1 sprint relay. “I just 
wanted to run my heart out for my relay 
team. We have were ranked last coming 
into conference but we ended up placing 4th 
overall,” Jackson said. Photo courtesy of  Rice 
Owls Atheletics 

JUMPING PAST THE COMPETITION 
Michelle Fokam (20) lands in the sandpit 
for her long jump event. Fokam scored big 
when she won both the long jump and triple 
jump at the C-USA outdoor championship 
meet. “I’m glad about the strides I’m making 
and hope for an even better season to come,” 
Fokam said. Photo courtesy of  Rice Owls 
Atheletics 



Baby Got Track 
(and Field) 
Track and field team dominates this season
 

Women's Season 

This season was a good one for the Rice women’s 
track and field team. Competition began with the indoor 
Leonard Hilton Memorial meet at the University of 
Houston where we posted top three finishes across seven 
events. The indoor season continued strong the next 
weekend with more wins in the 400m, 800m, mile, 3000m, 
and long jump at the University of  Houston. 

Redshirt sophomore Hannah Jackson (19) earned 
back-to-back C-USA track athlete of  the week titles as 
well as setting a school record in the indoor 200m with a 
time of  23.59. She went to break the record again at the 
indoor C-USA conference meet and then again at Boston 
University with a time of  23.14. 

“Hannah gained a lot of  experience for the future 
running here,” Rice women’s track and field head coach 
Jim Bevan said. “She’s had an outstanding freshman year. 
We’re lucky to have a school record holder with a great 
future ahead of  her.” 

Rice Sophomore Michelle Fokam (20) was named 
conference USA female field performer of  the conference 
meet after becoming the first person in school history to 
win both the long and triple jump indoor titles. 

Outdoor season was kicked off  at the UH Cougar 
Spring Break Invitational where multiple personal records 
were set. The first home meet of  the year, the 36th annual 
Victor Lopez Classic, went off  with a bang as Fokam 
won her first career outdoor triple jump title. For the 
2017-2018 year, Rice University placed a league-high and 
school record 256 student-athletes on the Conference USA 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll, with 10 of  those athletes 
coming from the women’s track and field team.  

The outdoor season ended well with the Conference 
meet, which was hosted at our own Rice University. The 
Rice Owls women’s track & field team finished third 
overall with 106 team points. 

“I’m very happy with our performances and how we 
competed over four days, finishing a solid third and getting 
closer to second and third then we were projected to,” head 
coach Jim Bevan said. “We had about 18 more points than 
the paper had us getting.” 

As of  the end of  the school year, seven Rice Owls are 
set to compete at the NCAA west prelims in Sacramento, 
California, May 24th-26th. 

Men's Season 
The men’s season started out strong with a school 

record already being shattered at the first meet of  the 
year. Senior thrower Austin Riddle (18) set a record mark 
of  19.91m in the weight throw at the Leonard Hilton 
Memorial indoor meet at UH. As the indoor season went 
on, red shirt senior and all-American decathlete Scott Filip 
(17) made his indoor debut at the Texas A&M Invitational 
meet, and managed to get first in the collegiate bracket. 

The indoor season was very short for the men’s 
team with only three indoor meets before heading 
to Birmingham, Alabama for the indoor C-USA 
Championship. The opening of  the C-USA indoor meet 
had several highlights which included Rice’s first ever 
C-USA indoor distance medley relay title. The conference 
meet ended with the Owls placing fifth overall, and Rice’s 
own Scott Filip becoming the only athlete in C-USA 
Indoor history to win four heptathlon titles. 

The owls shined in throws at the outdoor season opener 
with Uche Ugwunze (18) winning both the hammer throw 
and shot put. A little further into the season, Filip was 
awarded with the illustrious Bob Quin award, which is the 
highest honor a Rice athlete can receive, at the 2018 Night 
of  the Owl award ceremony. A highlight of  the season 
was in Fayetteville, Arkansas where the distance runners 
led the way with a win in the steeple chase and second 
place in the 1500m. 

Finally, the owls ended the season firmly with the 
C-USA outdoor championship meet hosted at Rice. The 
men’s team finished 4th overall at conference with high 
marks in the decathlon, hammer, discus, and Javelin.  

“We were hoping months ago when we met about the 
outdoor season that if  we could get to 90 points that 
would be a heck of  a performance for this conference,” 
Rice men’s track and field head coach Jon Warren said. 
“We surpassed that by a ton. There were plenty of 
instances where we outperformed what we were slated to 
do.” 

Story by Hannah Jackson 
Design by Joanna Yang 
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The Biggest Frodd on Rice campus 

Arun Kane, Komal Luthra 

Clifford the Big Red Stag, the best O-Week group ever! 
Tony Yan, Aaron Pan, Biz Rasich, Mahlet Molla, Divya Choudhury, Amy Doan, 
Aaron Wong, Dana Smith 

N00Dz 
Allison Chang, Angela Gao, Janice Jean 

PowerBI Masters: Lookin' 
Right Up! 

Josh Rahman, Nathan Tat 

Chem Buddies 4ever <3 
Bidisha Nandi, Candise Tat 

#ExchangersSpring2018 
Sasha Cui, Clara Wang, Jaewon Kim, Seokbin Lee, Kai 
Wen Teo, Png Tian En Daniel 

Rich Brian Fanclub pt. 2 
Brian Le, Michael Nguyen, Michael Do, Elizabeth Hang, Minh Le, Vy 
Tran, Cindy Nguyen 
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Coffeehouse Fall 2017 Hires: We're on a Boat 
Lauren Palladino, Lauren Payne, Alex Vela, Lorraine Singleton, Taylor 
Morin, Carmen Prado 

α 

Michael Xiao, Gregory Campo, Margaret Roddy, Max Hassell, Jack Weis 

"this is not bio" 
Vy Dang, Natalie Gault 

Winner Winner Chicken Dinner! 
Victor Gonzalez, Eduard Danalache, Anthony 
Wang, Aravindakumar Sundaramraj 

Three Peas in a Pod <3 
Amy Zhang, Phoebe Dang, Yunnie Huang 

Searching for (Rock)lettes 
Leyla Hepsaydir, David Cirillo, Dana Smith 
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Mary MMMBoppins When your support network is falling apart 

Gillian Mellor, Michael Byrnes, Bowie Lin, Khiaya Middlebrooks, Priya Hannah Hanania, Natalie Goddard, Loren Goddard, 
Niezgoda, Kenan Davis, Alex Yang, Violet Li Lidia Ochoa, Ruby Watson, Horatia Fang 

The REAL Breakfast Club 
Victor Gonzalez, Lynn Zhu, Anthony Wang, Eduard 
Danalache, Aravindakumar Sundaramraj 

ROOMIE PIC!!!!!! 
Akin Bruce, Thuc Truong 

Tim, Rachel, and Friends 
Andrew Low, Shawn Fan, Enoch Peng, Timothy Yang, Judy Liu, Annie 
Shen, Angela Hwang, Rachel Graves 

The Wizard of Aux :) 
Angel Soto, Natalie Goddard, Simi Rahman, Kiujoy Kokko, Horatia 
Fang, Shree Kale, Preetham Bachina, Lidia Ochoa 
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Hannah and Her Squad 
Cam Walton, Akshaya Santhanaraj, Luli Vivas, Daniel Christl, 
Jiatian Qu, Jerry Lin, Jojo Duffey, Ricky Lozoya 

Young A.G. Squad 
Angel Garces, Sreyas Menon, Jonathan Towne, Dagem Adera, 
Jaden Gallegos 

Comp Lab 
Ethan Tan, Rachel Kim, Reika Wong, Joelle Whyte, Damien 
Ng, Sharon Huang 

TALL SUITE 
Tanvi Jadhav, Amy Doan, Lillie Plaza, Laura Yordan 

F E A R 
Anna Reed, Lorraine Singleton and Warren Bigelow 

Team I, Row-bot aka Clark's Banana aka The 
Five Shafts 
Clark Zha, Joshua Cohen, Jesse Hudak, Colin Shi, Aaron Hou, 
Mikaela Juzswik 
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Peter, put your pants back on. 
Jacob Behling, Kevin Zhang, Aniket Tolpadi, Peter Tang, Will 
Bower, Kevin Lynch, Gabriel Tugendstein 

Siem Reap House Church 
Jeanie Kim, Brian Lee, Irene Hwang, Jason Hwang, Joyce Moon, 
Wei-lin Hsiao, Caleb Shi 

Jackson's Five 
Sabrina Huang, Leyla Hepsaydir, Calvin Wong, Daniel Fay, 
Jackson Schaap 

Oman House Church :3 
Nicholas Cen, Jinhee Jasmine Park, Alex Kim, Yanghwa Hong, Noah 
Choi, Erin Kim, Virginia Xie, Hannah Kim, Kseniya Anishchenko, 
Dhanatcha Sadetaporn 

The early bird gets the worm, but the second 
mouse gets the cheese. 

Sachi Paul, Zach Verne, Rolando Marquez 

Team Wiess Rd. 1 
Shamanth Kuramkote, Drew Morales, Eric Torres, Simi 
Rahman, Sunny Chen 
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senior buns 
Dana Smith, Asena Alay 

Delicious Carrot 
Joanne Zhou, Junyi Zhou, Jadon Jiang, Xueyuan Wang, Zee Zeng, Paul Gao, William 
Su, Robert Chen 

Annabelle: Creation HD - Full Color 
Big Owl, Little Owl pt. 6 <3 

Edgar Cedeno, Sai Lammata, Patrick Brady, Simran Virk, Richard Bui, Anna Seballos, 
Stephanie Zhao, Elizabeth Hang Orren Smith, Kelly Liang, Trenton Roy 

The Hemoglobetrotters 
Robbie Harris, Christopher Burbridge, Sreyas Menon 

Bunt missed it (aka. Best O-Week Group Ever) 
Armando Amigon, Hannah Andersen, Millie Antwi-Nsiah, Christina Lee, Bailey 
Douglas, Jazzmyne Rias, Henry  Creamer, John Gullion, Win Soon, Patrick Chickey 
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impeach gabe 
Arjun Peddireddy, Christina Tan, Gabe Tugendstein, Max Lin, Samuel Brehm, Alaina 
Bertram, Josh Dunning, Luis Zelaya 

Roommates <3 
Hannah Todd, Becca Federman 

les twins 
Christina Lee, Amy Doan 

Weaboo Weekenders 
Robbie Harris, Chris Burbridge, Craig Joiner 

The MVP's of HuLa La Land 
Paras Gupta, Zhuoran Yao, Brenda Zhou, Maya Shen 

Pomerararanians (Pom Poms) 
Nimisha Krishnaswamy, Matt Barclay, Owais Fazal, 
Hector Picon, Mira Dani, Talia Kramer 
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we look like a cockroach 
Janice Jean, Yunjing Huang 

#WengerOut 
Edgar Cedeno, Richard Bui, Orren 
Smith 

Memphis, you know you 
miss us pt. 3 
Akin Bruce, Niki Parekh 

NaCl 
Seokin Yeh, Andy Yuwen, Sean Kelley, James Phillips, Josh Cohen 

PotatO-Week: The Starch of Something New 

Edward Liew, Juliette Richert, Jake Lesher 

"SUCK MY JACOBI METHOD" 
Anitha Aadireddy, Claire Telfer, Nikhil Chellam, Roberto 
Salad Variable, Shomik Sen 

Brunch Betchez 
Nasim, Taylor, Megha, Ami, Navya, Sonal, Ethan, Gillian, Annika, 
Isabella 
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Caremily: R&B Edition 
Carey Wang, Emily Shen 

extended ed. 
Samiksha Deme, Lea Godret-Miertchin, Skylar Neuendorff, Shelly Zhou, Myra 
Ramdenbourg, Vy Pham, Andrea Augustine, Lydia Guo, Tolu Fasina 

Gluten Free Bun 
Alison Drileck, Rahel Michael, Sydney Stocks, Peter Wang, 
Xin Tan 

A&S Mofos + No-Shows 
Ben Johnson, Hannah Towbin, Anushi Singhal, Kristen Rabbitt, 
Noah Choi, Alec Tobin, Karen Shore 

eggplant water peach tongue water water Prank'd 
fire betches with kale and yoga Cam Walton, Akshaya Santhanaraj, Luli Vivas, Daniel 
Samantha Ding, Sharon Huang, Reika Wong, Rachel Kim Christl, Jiatian Qu, Jerry Lin, Jojo Duffey, Ricky Lozoya 
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a summer to forget 
Leslie An, Ariel Feldman, Kevin Xi, Nikhil Chellam 

O-Week is Forever 
Andrew Giorgio, Nicky Joseph, Amanda Perozo, Tay Jacobe, Raj 
Dalal, Alan Yu, Simi Rahman, Sage McAdams, Margaret Lie 

Toaster Collies! 
M.A.D. as hell 
Amy Doan, Divya Choudhury, Mahlet Molla 

Annie Yang, Zack Murphy, Nicky Joseph, Nathaniel Forrester, Melody Lin, Lillie Plaza, 
Grace Earick, Varun Kataria, Julia Fisher, Stephanie Kwak, Isaiah Richardson, Matt Schulze 

Hoegela is born! 
Jessy Feng, Jessica Weng, Janice Jean, Allison Chang, An-
gela Gao 

We're drunk except for Kenan 
Alberto Maldonado, Hector Picon, Amy Tao, Nicky Joseph, Aaron 
Wong, Kenan Davis 
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The Best Sister Car Group EVER 
Nasim, Alex, Oeishi, Divya, Namanh, Anna 

Tea Squad 
Joanna Zhou, Ningshan Cui, Yilin Chen 

The Necks! 
Robbie Harris, Dana Smith, Chris Burbridge, Sreyas 
Menon, Angel Garces 

PhotO-Week 
Zach Verne, Sachi Paul, Rolando Marquez, Tesi Smith, Erin Kilbride, 
Blessing Felix, Juliette Richert, Jake Lesher, Edward Liew, Jacob Mattia 

Snail-P 
Natalie Siejczuk, Enoch Peng, Bryce Deskins, Brianna Garcia, Richard Jiang, 
Kendall Brice, Natalie Saenz, Sarah Lasater, Spencer Chang, Anirudh Kuchibhatla,  
Jonathan Ubalijoro, (Jonah Aronson) 

Best Buddies (511 
Squad) 
Katie Kelman, Eponine Zhou 

She likes it when she's 
on top 
Amy Zhang, Michael Lee 
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We "Hate" Angela Club 
Kyra Lasota, Angela Chin, Hannah Whitney, Niki Parekh, 
Robyn Maddux, Catie Tsai 

"Hands above the table" - Raisin Choudhury 

Akshaya Santhanaraj, Juliana Wang, Krithika Kumar, Shaurey 
Vetsa, Kelvin Boateng, Eric Teague, Kevin Peng 

Stephanie vetoed our second picture cause 
she said she looked bad 
Niki Parekh, Mason Tannenbaum, Stephanie Zhao, Jessica Weng 

wanna smash? 
Leslie An, Minh Le, Mak Jankovsky, Kevin Eleven, Ariel Feldman, 
Phoebe Dang, Anitha Aadireddy 

The Noise Complaint 
Joshua Cohen, James Phillips, Isaac Dykeman, Dylan Jones, Seokin 

Yeh, Nathaniel Williams, Sean Kelley, Jug PHD, Gong, Servery Cup 


FIFA? 
Aaron Wong, Alberto Maldonado, Kenan Davis, Hector 
Picon 
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Campy 

CL~)B 
" 

-301 

It was TANG the whole time!!!!!!!!!!!!!111!!! 
Liz Kacpura, Caz Smith, Kelvin Boateng, Tori Joshi, Christina Rincon, Alex Acosta,  
Kalen Ziegler 

You're cool or whatever 
Dilo Debe, Christian Crenshaw 

Me looking at the potential of 
the world 
Zubaidat Agboola 

IFF You Know What I Mean 
Adrianna, Emily, Michael, Chris, Marcus, Madeleine, Grant, Sarah, Nick, (Missing: 
Bernie) 

Club 309 <3 
Vy Tran, Cindy Nguyen 

Guardians of the Gallery 
Frank Yang, Whitney Gartenberg, Ameesh Shah, Matthew Miller, Robyn Maddux, 
Christine Wang, Jessie Li, Mathias Adamu, Lani DuFresne 
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NLF Freshies 
Lauren Kang, Caleb Shi, Peter Park, Grace Lu, Jiayu Liu, Hannah Kim, Nathan 
Park, John Lee, Wei-lin Hsiao, Sylvia Jung 

OH NOOOOOOOOO!!! 
Gillian Perkins, Komal Luthra 

They turned my life 
upside-down 
Renée Kono, Jae Phan, Tareck Haykal 

SREE and ME 
Sree Yeluri, Mahlet Molla 

VIBEZ 
William Jones, Juan Valenzuela 

The Crew, Reunited. 
Yoseph Maguire, Davis Nelson 

Group 10 Wins Again! 
Stacy Su, Max Brigman, Anchith Kota, Justin Onwenu, Nick Jerge, Valerie Kass, 
Irene Kwon, Becky Maset, Ava Chen 
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HUGS 4 LYFE <3 
Jessica Weng, Stephanie Zhao 

"It could be worse..." 
Christian Crenshaw, Andres Gomez 

<3 
Dhanatcha Sadetaporn, Jinhee Jasmine Park 

Naughty Cocoons 
The Ajith Kumar a Deepu Karri, many Amy Zhangs 

What's Sweeter than Ice-
Cream? Family :D 
Nathan Tat, Candise Tat 

Best Friends <3 
Anna Cowan, William Jones 

Sam's cLIUb 
Evelyne (Tanya) Tantry, Christopher Fang, Shelley Zhou, Kelly Yao, Big Deezy, Jeremy 
Wang, David Danjul, Joanna (Quan) Zhou, Cow-vinh Su, Annie (Onion) Yang, Sammy 
G, Evi L., Lydia Huang 
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The rain has nothing on us! 

Tibe$t 4.0 
Anthony Cho, Jinyoung Kim, Erica Zhong, Jacky Hao, Emily Ye, Nathan 
Park, Sylvia Jung, Rachel Lee 

Emily Shen, Alex Kim, Spencer Chang, Jenny Chen, 
Ileana Martinez, Carey Wang 

Pandora's Ice-box
Yay us 
Theresa Skeslien-Jenkins, Caroline Lee 

Travis Kwee, Valentina Camacho, Adrianna Zambrano, Kyran Adams, Paul Gao, 
Justin Fan, Adam Cardenas, Amy Griffiths, Annum Sadana, Amy Roush 

tru luv xoxo <3 
Kelly Liang, Anna Seballos 

j chillen 
Lorraine Singleton, Anna Reed 

feeling twenty-one 
Raine Min, Kira Chen 
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JO-LEE


Joanne Hong, Matthew Lee, Raine Min, Julia Chen, Grace Lo, Cici Xie, Juliana Wang, JT Warmack, Kira Chen, Aaron Wong, Ethan Tan, 
Christina Lee, Julia Chen, Jack Fan, Tim Cheng 

Pyeongchang 2018 
Renée Kono, Jae Phan 

Some of All the Single Laddies 
Amber Dai, Robert Williamson, Warren Bigelow, Jenni Lee, 
Rose Iacono, Brian Tumusiime, Dustin Ho 

Year 1! 
Evan Reed 

Marya for President! 
Tommy Ristevski, Burke Garza, Gabrielle Lencioni, Maximilian Kurtz, Lauren 
Poole, Pamela Ekechukwu, Brianna Garcia, Xindi Duan 
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kc dreamin 
Lynn Zhu, Victor Gonzalez 

Snap Back Sinblings 
Minh Le, Ariel Feldman 

a classic 
Marcos A. De La Garza, Mike Dai 

Rich Brian Fanclub 
Rich Brian Le, Michael Do, Michael Nguyen 

Carrying the big baby 
Nathaniel Wu, Kevin Peng, Jiayu Liu 

Chainsmaugers <3333 
Edward Gao, Emma Gordon, Brayan Reyes, Alex Deyanov, Angela 
Hwang, Hannah Kim 
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Spring 

3 more years, YAY! 
Loren, Mary Claire, Lourdes, Sara, Ruby, Natalie, (not pictured: 
Maddie) 

We don't talk any more 
Zilu Guo, Nimi Wang 

Hey mom, I lost all of my friends 
Richard Bui, Orren Smith 

The Punctual Members of Rice EMS 
Brenda Zhou, Sai Chilakapati, Ben Singh, Yida Liu, Abigail Tucker, Jon 
Roomberg, Lin Guo, Nate Forrester, Aseem Utrankar 

6 Savage Seniors 
Akash Gupta, Meera Devarajan, Priyanka 
Narvekar, Bowie Lin, Theja Anantasagar, 
Melody Lin 

Still We Rise: The Best ASB <3 
Jeeyoon Kim, Uma Ramesh, Bharathi Selvan, Brendan Wong, Rebecca Francis, Julie 
Thamby, Christina Lee 
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12 AM Club Fondy 
Jia Zhu, Angela Hwang 

running late for fortnite 
Swapnav Deka, Marin Cabrera, Neal Liang 

The Loneliest Papist 
Will Jones, Justin Fan, Yoseph Maguire, Davis Nelson, Juan Valenzuela 

Veeral and Derek Shah 
Veeral Shah, Derek Qiu 

KINE made Tareck strong!!! 
Renée Kono, Komal Luthra, Tareck Haykal 

Wife 
Caterina Grasso, Serra Sozen 
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xo ~ 
Dana Smith, David Cirillo 

New Year, Same Picture <3 
Renée Kono, Komal Luthra 

Something 
Akin Bruce, Bidisha Nandi 

life here is p sweet 
Matthew Chagnot, Audry Doidge, Jon Luis Jeffcoat, Annum Sadana, Elisa 
Martin,  Nataly Swansson, Travice Kwee, Cas Smith 

i got some questions for you my mans 
Kevin Jiang, Nicky Joseph, Max Hassell, Matthew Lee 

UI Session 2 
Nailah Mullah, Christina Lee, Brandon Chow, Melinda Ding, Max Brig-
man, Myra Ramdenbourg, Emily Hwang, Shawn Fan, Enoch Peng 
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~ : (,/'"°' 
~ cmeJ'n 

whensday 
Dana Smith, Craig Joiner, Chris Burbridge 

Dignity Reigns 
Jack Kaplan, Jake Spisak 

Daddy Dana, Mama Mikey, and their bea-UI-tiful offspring (sucks to suck, Sister Jeel!) 
Mikey Foster, Dana Smith, Diana de la Torre, Macklyn Hutchison, Ji Won Kim, Sam Holloway, Anushi Singhal, Daniel Wang, Alison 
Drileck, Aurora Kesler, Jia Zhu, Angela Hwang, Jiatian Qu 

Tareck Haykal, Jocelin Chen 

N/A 
The United Nations <3 
Elizabeth Hang, Kathleen Bradbury, Anna Truong, Aziza Salako, Gabby Acosta, 
Ashley Gentles, Daphne Wang, Allie Salter, Olivia Lerwick, Megan Carlier 
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Spring 

EMC^2 
Cici Xie, Elaine Shen, Mayline Zhong 

The Duality of Man 
Sam Zapp and Milad Najafabadi 

He only comes to me for 
relationship advice 
Tareck Haykal, Charis Wang 

"I designed these pants 
myself in Japan" 
David Cirillo, Gillian Perkins 

Beyond the Scene || 
Room 451 
Elizabeth Hang, Gabby Acosta 

pls dont leave 
Horatia Fang, Hannah Hanania, Ali Cramer, Kenan Davis, Riley Gardell, Jacob Song, Kevin Jiang, Max Hassell, Josh Bae, Zach Gramstad 
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CCFRESH
 

Judy Liu, Ji Won Kim, Annie Yang, Calvin Wong, Lon Kai Pang, Shawn Fan, Jack Fan, Tim Cheng, Christopher Fang, Shelly Zhou, Daniel 
Wang, Jenny Wang, Enoch Peng, Brianna Satow, Vivian Di, JT Warmack, Phillip Chen, Ryan Chow, Sammy Choo, Taylor Phillips 

FELLOWS WHOMST 
Albert Nabiullin, Colton Cox, Alexander Morton 

The picture says it. 
Judy Liu; Jia Zhu 

Mahmy 
Amy Doan, Mahlet Molla 

26.2 x 2 Bitchez 
Leyla Hepsaydir, Elisa Arango 
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Spring 

quatre cero liu 
Karen Shore, Shruti Wadhwa, Maya Shen 

Eenie Meenie Miney Minion 
Justin Bishop, Rebotee Neel, Minion 

Wholesome memes only 
Hawaii 5-Lilo 

Buff Bros 
Mandy Quan, David Cirillo 

"Is it weird having your sibling here?" Year 2 
Dana Smith, Orren Smith 
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I'm finally taller! 
Brenda Zhou, Tareck Haykal 

Quidstitch Cup Rox! 
Ethan Schweissing, Zishi Wang, Sahana Prabhu, Joycelyn Yiu, Louis Alvares, Joe 
Holden, Ali Oh, Julie Thamby 

No Valors Allowed™ 
Nikhil Chellam, Kevin Chen, Minh Le, Mak Jankovsky 

No one was here so we took a picture 
Kyra Lasota, Niki Parekh 

SORREN (and flying out of the 
sophomore slump) 
Saipriya Lammata, Orren Smith 

SA runs the world 
Komal Luthra, Maurice Frediere 
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Divider  

S E N I O R S
CAP AND STOLE
Photo by: Kira Chen
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Seniors 

Jahid Adam Lucrecia Aguilar Asena Alay Conrado Asenjo-
Baker College Baker College Wiess College Molina 

Computer Science and Ecology & Evolutionary Biology Psychology, English 
Hanszen College Sport Management 

History 

Santiago Avila 
Brown College 
Biological Sciences 

Benjamin Baldazo 
Hanszen College 

CHEM; MTEC 

Kiley Beall 
Lovett College 

Mechanical Engineering 

Jacob Behling 
Duncan College 

Chemical Engineering 

Hannah Todd 
Wiess College | Spanish and Policy Studies 

What is one thing you wish you had tried that you never did? 

Baker 13 

In what way do you think you've changed the most since you matricu
lated? 

I think I’ve gotten better at searching for balance. Be it formals or midterms, 
the people matter and the work will get done. What really matters is how you 
approach it all. 

Carmona A 

250 



Class of 2018




 




 

 

... 

. , 

ado Asenjo-

Cathy Wu 
Lovett College |Biochemistry & Cell Biology 

What is one thing you wish you had tried that you never did? 

Weed. In any form, really, but preferably as a laced gummy. 

What's something you found out about senior year that you didn't know 
existed? 

It turns out that car remotes all have keys hidden inside them somewhere so that 
if  the remote runs out of  battery, you can still unlock your car door with the 
hidden key instead of  having to call some specialized people to break into your 
car for you. And also that car doors have keyholes because there exist hidden keys, 
even when the remote deceptively looks like just a remote with no key. 

Michael Bonar 
Baker College 

Materials Science and 

Nanoengineering
 

Richard Branscomb 
Duncan College 

Material Science/Nano Engineering 

Meg Brigman 
Sid Richardson College 

Economics 

Austin Cao 
Hanszen College 

Chemistry 

Mario Eduardo 
 
Carmona Aguilera
 


Duncan College 
Economics and Sports Management 

Eun-Bit Chang 
Sid Richardson 
Psychology, Spanish 

Alina Chen 
Sid Richardson College 

Psychology 

David Cirillo 
Sid Richardson College 

Political Science (With PJHC and 

Environmental Studies Minors)
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Madison Blattel 
McMurtry College | Psychology 

What's your favorite servery/food place/coffeeshop and why? 

Coffeehouse was by far the most frequent place I visited on campus for snacks 
and beverages. They always make an amazing cup of  coffee and I ran out of  tetra 
within the first few weeks of  classes by using it at Coffeehouse. 

Did your purity score drop since freshman year (and by approximately 
how much, if you want to say)? 

Well my purity score definitely didn’t improve that’s for sure! I think it may have 
dropped by a little over 50 points by senior year.... 

Kinesiolo 

Sierra Cowan 
Baker College 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology 

Christian Crenshaw 
Baker College 

Joanna Cyrus-David 
Will Rice College 

Psychology 

Joseph Damico 
Duncan College 

Electrical Engineering 

Adam Davidson 
Will Rice College
 

Chemical and 

Biomolecular Engineering
 

Sara Davis 
Sid Richardson College 

Statistics, Asian Studies 

Dylan Dickens 
Martel College 

Political Science, Archaeology, 

Sustainability
 

Kristina Dickman 
Wiess College 

Psychology & Policy Studies 
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Christine Dobbin Gary Dreyer Dilo Dube Catherine Dunaway 
Lovett College Hanszen College Wiess College Baker College 

Kinesiology: Sports Medicine, Minor: History & Policy Studies Policy Studies and Sociology Biochemistry and Cell Biology 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Madeline Eschberger 
Baker College 

Sociology and Managerial Studies 

Daniel Faraldo 
Lovett College 

MTEC/STAT 

Becca Federman 
Wiess College 

Cognitive Sciences,  Spanish, 

Psychology
 

Shannon Fei 
Will Rice College 

Bioengineering 

n 

Martin Rather 
Lovett College | History 

Where did you spend most of your time on campus and why? 

The offices in Tudor Fieldhouse, learning from Coach Pera and his staff. 

What's something that makes you unique at Rice? 

Coaching the fantastic young women of  YES Prep East End High School. 
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Seniors 

Michael Foster Tessa Fries Angel Garces Siyu Geng 
Jones College Lovett College McMurtry College Sid Richardson College 

Economics, Ecology & Evolutionary English and French Studies Chemistry Mathematical Economic Analysis 
Biology, Managerial Studies 

Akash Ghosal 
Wiess College 

Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Perry Goldstein 
Wiess College 

Economics, Sport Management 

Preston Gordon 
Martel College 
Sport Management 

Zilu Guo 
Wiess College 

Mechanical Engineering & Statistics 

Grace Jenkins 
Jones College | CAAM 

What's something you found out about senior year that you didn't know 
existed? 

Free salsa classes with Salseros! (and my love for salsa) 

What is one thing you wish you had tried that you never did? 

Being a ktru dj 

Where did you like to do your work? 

Outside!! 
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Austin Cao
 

Hanszen College | Chemistry 

What's your favorite servery/food place/coffeeshop and why? 

Mala Sichuan 

Where did you like to do your work? 

Coffeehouse 

In what way do you think you've changed the most since you 
matriculated? 

I've started to appreciate the smaller details in the people and places around me! 

Akash Gupta 
Sid Richardson College 
Kinesiology - Sports Medicine 

Reagan Hahn 
Will Rice College 

Kinesiology 

Robbie Harris 
Hanszen College 

Economics, Religious Studies 

Eric Ho 
Hanszen College 

Psychology tistics 

Joanne Hong 
Baker College 

Kinesiology (Sports Medicine) 

Yae Jee Hong 
Jones College 
Cognitive Sciences 

Nikolai Hood 
Duncan College 

History 

Aaron Hou 
Duncan College 

Mechanical Engineering 
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Santiago Avila 
Brown College | Biological Sciences 

Taegan Howells 
Lovett College 

English 

What's something you found out about senior year that you didn't know 
existed? 
The Farmer's Market! I think I knew it existed but it wasn't until this year that I  
found out how great it really is and started going as often as possible. 

What is one thing you wish you had tried that you never did? 

I wish I had coadvised at another college. I got really comfortable being at Brown 
and my fellow Brownies, so I wish I had ventured out more to meet more people 
across campus. Coadvising would've been a great opportunity for that. 

Maya Iyer 
Lovett College 
Biological Sciences 

Jahnavi Jagannath 
Lovett College 

Policy Studies, Sociology; Minor in 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
 

Trevor Jamison 
Duncan College 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology 

Victoria Johnson 
Duncan College 

Mathematical Economic Analysis 

William Jones 
Lovett College 

Mechanical Engineering, Engineering 

Design Minor
 

Nicholos Joseph 
Lovett College 

Chemistry 

Monica Julian 
Hanszen College 

Civil Engineering 
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Jack Kaplan Reagan Kapp Sean Kelley Namgun Kim 
Baker College Duncan College Lovett College Sid Richardson College 

Mechanical Engineering Bachelor of  Arts in English with Mechanical Engineering Computer Science 
Distinction 

Stephen Kim 
Sid Richardson College 

Chemical Engineering 

Wendy Knight 
Lovett College 
Computational & 


Applied Mathematics, Mathematics
 

Melissa Kok 
Baker College 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology 

Ani Kunaparaju 
Jones College 
Computer Science 

Rebecca Cunningham 
Hanszen College | Psychology 

What's something that makes you unique at Rice? 
I would say that the field I’m pursuing post-graduation makes me somewhat unique. 
Next year, I will be starting a Master of  Social Work (MSW) program. Other Rice 
students have pursued social work, but it certainly isn t a mainstream path. During 
my time at Rice, I considered many possible fields and while it was difficult to 
navigate, I am so glad that I took the time to really consider what I was interested 
in, and why I was interested in it. Our whole lives, we are bombarded with messages 
about the “right” and “only” way to be successful; it took me a while to disentangle 
my own notions of  success from those I have been told. I’ve learned that while It is 
incredibly important to seek out guidance and advice, at the end of  the day, it’s your 
life. You have to find a path that is going to be fulfilling and meaningful to you, and 
be comfortable with the decisions you make – even if  they don t always lead you where 
you thought they would. It’s all an important part of  the process. 
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Haley Kurisky Travis Kwee Rachel Le Jordan Lee 
Baker College Baker College Sid Richardson College Hanszen College 

Sociology Mechanical Engineering History and Political Science Sports Management 

Matthew Lee 
Lovett College 

Kinesiology and Studio Art 

Ashwin Leo 
Jones College 

Economics and Policy Studies 

Adam Lewis 
Brown College 

Mechanical Engineering 

Bowie Lin 
Hanszen College 

Cognitive Sciences 

~Juan Saldana 
Will Rice College | Political Science 

Where did you spend most of your time on campus and why? 

The Thresher office - somehow I got myself  into journalism and next thing I 
knew I was running a newspaper and spending 20 hours a week on it. 

What's your favorite servery/food place/coffeeshop and why? 

Pub – best place for a study beer or two during the day. Or a party beer or nine on 
Thursday night. 
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Brenda Zhou
 

Hanszen College | Biochemistry & Cell Biology 

What is one thing you wish you had tried that you never did? 

I wish I had gone to the Wellbeing Center when I was really stressed. 

What's something you found out about senior year that you didn't know 
existed? 

I advised at Martel during the summer, so I found out that the North Colleges 
exist. Also, that Martel has the second prettiest Sallyport in all of  Texas. 

Where did you spend most of your time on campus and why? 

I spent most of  my time either at RUPD (for REMS) or at Hanszen (HFH Heart)! 

Harrison Lin 
Brown College 

Mechanical Engineering 

Melody Lin 
Hanszen College 

Political Science, Policy Studies 

Talia Liu 
Baker College 

Cognitive Sciences and Psychology 

Yida Liu 
Sid Richardson College 

Bioengineering 

Peter Lucido 
Duncan College 

Mechanical Engineering 

Christine Luk 
Will Rice College 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology 

Yoseph Maguire 
Wiess College 

Electrical and Computer Engineering 

Alberto Maldonado 
Lovett College 

Civil and Environmental Engineering 
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Griffin Palmer
 
Sid Richardson College | Mechanical Engineering 

What's your favorite servery/food place/coffeeshop and why? 

Coffeehouse! I always enjoyed being able to run into people and say hi. The 
expresso yourself  events were always fun to listen to as well! 

If you could switch your major, what would you switch it to and why? 

I think I would change to computer science because there are so many interesting 
opportunities out there right now! 

Where did you like to do your work? 

I worked in Huma Hall a lot because the large blackboards made it easy so work 
with my friends. 

Danielle Manahan 
Brown College 

Psychology, Philosophy 

Alicia McCormick 
Hanszen College 

Psychology, Cognitive Science 

Ariel McFalls 
Wiess College 

Materials Science and 

Nano-Engineering
 

Ronnie McLaren 
Lovett College 

Psychology 

Nico Medellin 
McMurtry College 

Mitchell Meissner 
Duncan College 

Economics, Sport Managament 

Sreyas Menon 
Lovett College 

Chemistry 

Griffin Milan 
Lovett College 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology 
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Shaian Mohammadian Charles Morton Daniel Ngo Rachel Ngo 
Jones College Lovett College Sid Richardson College Wiess College 
Biological Sciences Mathematical Economic Analysis, Kinesiology Spanish & Portuguese, Kinesiology 

Political Science Sport Medicine 

Cindy Nguyen 
Wiess College 

Studio Art, Psychology 

Minh Nguyen 
Jones College 

Chemical and Biomolecular 

Engineering
 

Vi Nguyen 
Lovett College 
Computer Science 

Jasmine Jinhee Park 
Jones College 
Cognitive Sciences 

Brandi Ransom 
Lovett College | MSNE, GERM 

What's something you found out about senior year that you didn't know 
existed? 

You can get through a lot of  Netflix when you go part-time 

In what way do you think you've changed the most since you matricu
lated? 

I eat a lot more now. 

What's your favorite servery/food place/coffeeshop and why? 

Seibel, that yogurt bar makes you feel healthy and posh 
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Madeleine Pelzel Claire Peng Gabriela Perez David Pham 
Lovett College Martel College Hanszen College Baker College 

Architecture Cognitive Sciences, Bioengineering Materials Science & Nanoengineering 
Managerial Studies 

Colleen Phillips 
Wiess College 

Psychology 

Tania Pinon Venegas 
Duncan College 

Economics 

Yasmine Rahmat 
Wiess College 

Economics 

Justin Raine 
Will Rice College 

Civil Engineering 

Tessa Fries 
Lovett College | English and French Studies 

What is one thing you wish you had tried that you never did? 

I wish I had taken a college course! I always had excuses not to take one -- the 
timing was off, I didn’t want to take it a certain evening, it wasn’t my top choice, 
or something like that. But there are so many great ones, and I really wish I had 
taken advantage of  them. 

In what way do you think you've changed the most since you matricu
lated? 

I’m SO much better at time management. When I came into Rice, I basically had 
zero time management skills. I learned to balance academics, student government, 
cheerleading, social time with friends -- and even 8 hours of  sleep at night. I'm 
very proud of  that. 

262 



Class of 2018


 

 

 

Materials Science & Nanoengineering 

Walden Pemantle 
McMurtry College | History and English 

In what way do you think you've changed the most since you matricu
lated? 

I think I’ve gotten better at realizing how big the world is. I feel more assured 
that if  something doesn't work out, there will still be more opportunities to meet 
great people and do stuff  that you think is cool and interesting. 

What's something that makes you unique at Rice? 

I helped McMurtry start a really cool new cheer! 

Brandi Ransom 
Lovett College 
MSNE, GERM 

Sonia Rao 
Wiess College 

Chemistry 

Bohan Ren 
Duncan College 

Computer Science 

Ashkan Rohani 
Martel College 

CHBE 

Ayane Rossano 
Martel College 

Kinesiology 

Dhanatcha Sadetaporn 
Jones College 

Chemistry 

~

 Sergio Santamaria 
Duncan College 

Sport Management & Data Science 

Juan Saldana
 

Will Rice
 

Political Science
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Isaac Schultz
 

Duncan College | Spanish and Policy Studies 

Where did you like to do your work? 

The conference room adjacent to the Thresher office. Comfy couches, a water 
cooler in the room, and no sign of  Juan Saldaña. 

What's something you found out about senior year that you didn't know 
existed? 

A deep-rooted concern that you will lose your friends after graduating! 

In what way do you think you've changed the most since you 
matriculated? 

My outlook on the country’s future, for sure! 

Sophie Schnietz 
Baker College 

English & French Studies 

Catherine Schult 
Lovett College 

Bioengineering 

Esteban Serrano 
Hanszen College 

History 

Yiping (Joanna) Shen 
Jones College 

Mathematical Economic Analysis 

Cyna Shirazinejad 
Duncan College 

Physics 

Surached (James) 
 
Siriwongsup
 


McMurtry College 
Chemistry 

Dana Smith 
Wiess College 

Statistics 

Kristen Smith 
Brown College 

Bioengineering 
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Toni Smith Amber Song Win Soon Alisha Stupp 
Martel College Hanszen College Lovett College Baker College 

Kinesiology Biological Sciences Math Econ, Managerial Studies Mathematics & Computer Science 

Sapna Suresh 
Martel College 

Civil & Environmental Engineering 
+ Policy Studies 

Danial Syed 
Will Rice College 

Biochemistry & Cell Biology 

Ethan Tan 
Baker College 
Biological Sciences 

Peter Tang 
Duncan College
 

Bioengineering
 

nna) Shen 

Maya Iyer
Lovett College | Biological Sciences 

What's your favorite servery/food place/coffeeshop and why? 

Nara Thai, because nothing's better than gas station Thai food. 

Where did you like to do your work? 

Coffeehouse! 
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Ricardo Tapia Nathan Tat Anant Tibrewal Hannah Todd 
Martel College Brown College Wiess College Wiess College 

Mechanical Engineering Economics, Space Sciences and Computer science Spanish and Policy Studies 
Business Minor 

Jack Toups 
Hanszen College 

Kinesiology: Sports Medicine 

Michelle Tran 
Sid Richardson College
 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology
 

Marjada Tucker 
Duncan College 

Biochemistry & Cell Biology 

Juan Manuel 
 
Valenzuela
 


Lovett College 
Mechanical Engineering 

Alberto Maldonado 
Lovett College | Civil and Environmental Engineering 

What's something that makes you unique at Rice? 

I came from a really small town of  1,668 in northeast Texas despite being 
portrayed as super-Latino (if  there even is such a thing). Rice students almost 
always guess I’m either from the Rio Grande Valley or from somewhere in 
California, but I’m not. I’m from the boomies of  Honey Grove where the cows 
outnumber the people. At this level of  education, it is super rare to find anyone 
that came from any educational background similar to mine. Despite being a 
CEVE pre-med, I was academically unprepared for Rice as my high school didn't 
offer calculus or APs. I made it through either way. Sí se pudo. 
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Mayline Zhong 
Baker College | Computer Science 

What's something you found out about senior year that you didn't know 
existed? 

That the college coordinator's office has a place where you can drop off  outgoing 
mail/packages. Would’ve saved me a lot of  trips to UPS. 

What's something that makes you unique at Rice? 

Well my netid was mpz1, so I think I am the first person with the initials MPZ. 

Carey Wang 
Will Rice College 

Kinesiology 

Courtney Wang 
Will Rice College 

Sociology and Psychology 

Nimi Wang 
Wiess College 

MathEcon 

Helen Wei 
Will Rice College 

Sociology 

Jack Weis 
Brown College 

CHBE 

Aaron Wong 
Lovett College 

Kinesiology 

Catherine Wu 
Lovett College 

Biochemistry & Cell Biology 

Chelsea Wu 
Lovett College 

Biochemistry, English 
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Nicky Joseph
 

Lovett College | Chemistry 

Wendy Wu 
Lovett College 

Political Science, Policy Studies, 

French Studies
 

Kelsey Yang 
Sid Richardson College 

Mathematical Economic Analysis 

If you could switch your major, what would you switch it to and why? 

If  I were to choose another major, it would certainly be mathematics. Something 
about learning the ins and outs of  various different tricks was more important 
to me than anything else as a kid. It instilled in me a love for math that runs 
through to today (my friends still constantly make fun of  my “MATH STRONG” 
wristband). However, math did not just teach me mathematical knowledge. Rather, 
it taught me a way of  thinking, of  how to critically examine and solve difficult 
problems, and I believe I could continue to do so with a major in mathematics. 

What's something you found out about senior year that you didn't know 
existed? 

Spending Tetra at the Farmer’s Market! It’s a great way to spend your Tetra 
points if  you’re not a big coffee drinker, which I’m not. 

Winnie Wu 
Lovett College 

Biochemistry & Cell Biology 

Cicilyn Xie 
Baker College 

Economics 

Jeffrey Xiong 
McMurtry College 

Computer Science and 

Cognitive Sciences
 

Manlin Yao 
Duncan College 

Cognitive Sciences 

Josiah Yarbrough 
Will Rice College 
Chemical Engineering 

Antonio (Tianze) Ye 
Wiess College 

Economics 
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Tiffany Yip Andy Zhang Angela Zhang Rui Zhang 
Will Rice College Jones College Will Rice College Hanszen College 

Cognitive Sciences, French Studies Bioengineering Bioengineering Chemistry 

Michelle Zhao 
Wiess College 
Cognitive Sciences 

Stephanie Zhao 
Brown College 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Denise Zheng 
Will Rice College 

Cognitive Sciences 

Mayline Zhong 
Baker College 
Computer Science 

e Brenda Zhou 
Hanszen College 

Biochemistry & Cell Biology 
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Gabriela Maria Barrios 
Querida Gabriela, 

Felicidades!!  Estamos muy orgullosos de tí. Has dado 
un paso importante.  Este logro es tuyo.  Tú puedes 
lograr las metas que te propongas.  Mantén tu Fé en 

Dios y sigue adelante. 
Te queremos mucho, 

Papá, Mamá, Daniela, y Mariana 

Mario Eduardo Carmona Aguilera 
Mario, 

No podemos estar más 
orgullosos y agradecidos con 

Dios por habernos dado la 
bendición de haber vivido contigo 
tantos momentos felices gracias 
a tú pasión por el deporte y a la 
gran persona que eres.  Muchas 

gracias por tantas y grandes 
satisfacciones.  Te deseamos todo 

el éxito del mundo en el nuevo 
camino que vas a emprender en 
busca del cumplimiento de tus 
sueños.  Muchas Felicidades te 

deseamos con todo nuestro amor, 
Mamá, Papá y Mariana 

Matthew Stephen Hays 

Matthew, 
We are so proud of  you and the paths you have chosen. 

Follow your heart! 
Love... Mom, Dad and Timothy 
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Trevor John Jamison 
Trevor, 

Congratulations on your graduation from Rice University!  God 
has blessed you with many gifts, but most importantly, a heart 

filled with compassion, kindness, and grace.  You inspire us and 
encourage us with your love of  God, your desire to serve others, 
and your passion to grow and learn!  Continue to keep Col. 3:23 

in your heart at Baylor College of  Medicine!  We love you so 
much and are so proud of  you! 

Mom and Dad 
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Leah B. Sherman 

We are so proud of  you & 
all your accomplishments 
at Rice. We can’t wait to 
see what the future holds 

for you! 

Evan Weisberg 
“The best way to predict your future is to create it.” 

- Abraham Lincoln 

We love you dearly, Mom, 
Dad, Zach & Max 

Spring Semester 2018 

Congratulations, Martelians and to all of  you 
uncommonly wise Owls! 

Live BIG, Ev.  With you always,
 - Dad, Mo, Shane 

(and all your aunts, uncles and cousins) 
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Kareem Abouleish 

Kareem, 

Always remember, 
You are BRAVER than 

you believe, 
STRONGER than 

you seem, 
SMARTER than 

you think, and 
LOVED more than 

you know. 

Congratulations!  
We are so proud of  you. 

Love always, 
Mom, Dad, 

Ayman and Sharif 

Nathaniel Williams 
Congratulations to our 3rd generation Rice graduate, 

Nathaniel Williams ’18. 

Love, Marvin Ray Buchorn ’53 
and Forrest Williams ’88 and family 

We as a family are so proud of  your accomplishments that culminate in your graduation from Rice 
University. You have been a high achiever since childhood, marked with the winning of  multiple 

awards, beginning from Ridge Primary School, Scottsville, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, where 
you began to shine very brightly. You actively participated in drama, soccer, lawn tennis, marathon 

races and different sporting activities in which you distinguished yourself. 
In York, Pennsylvania, you were not only outstanding in academics that fetched you scholarships 
and prizes/awards in mathematics and sciences, but also actively participated in other hobbies and 
extracurricular activities like scouting and astronomy. Your interest in astronomy fascinated As-
tronaut Donovan Haxton from Baltimore, Maryland, so much that he bought you a big telescope, 

after taking the whole family to Aerospace and Aviation museums. 
In South Milwaukee/Milwaukee, you were so distinguished both in school and church that 

everyone that knew you was so fond of  you. You designed websites, programmed church music, 
designed church calendars, beat drums and laid your hands on things that will make people around 
you happy. You were also quite visible in the community as you served in Civil Air Patrol (CAP). 

In South Milwaukee Middle School and High School you had countless prizes and awards in 
academics and sports TO THE POINT THAT THE SCHOOL DESIGNED T-SHIRTS USING 
YOUR NAME. Many people in South Milwaukee still wear the T-Shirt that reads: “CHINEDU 
IT” – meaning if  things are hard for you, do it “Chinedu way” (Must figure out a good solution). 

In music, you played violin and other instruments you could while in South Milwaukee High Chinedu 
School. Your fellow students saw your unique qualities and crowned you their Prom King in 2012. 

Your gentility, thoughtfulness and compassion win you good friends. Prince 
We are not surprised that you carried these distinctive qualities to Rice University, 

Ozodi  and today, we are celebrating your successes. We know that this is just the beginning of  the great 
heights you will attain in life. 

Your name, CHINEDU, which means “God takes the lead” reflects in your character. You love God 
so deeply and invest your resources in serving Him. 

May God’s blessings follow you to great heights as you walk side by side with God! 
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Minh Thu Nguyen 
To my beautiful daughter Minh, 

We are so proud of  you for your great accomplishment. 
We know how hard you have worked to achieve your goals. 

We know you are going to be successful in all aspects of 
your life. 

We love you so much, 
Your Mom + Brother 

Sergio Santamaria Jonathan M Towne 
Jonathan, Congratulations for all you have 

accomplished. God bless you on the road you have 
chosen to follow. We love you.

 Mom, Dad and Ashley 

Sergio Santamaria is graduating from Rice University Class of 
2018 with double major in Sports Management and Data Science 

(custom major) and a minor in Business. In his tenure at Rice, 
Sergio accomplished several projects such as the Rice Rally 

Club Students Rewards System, GameBreakers Rice 2016 and 
the creation of  the Data Science Area major, developing unique 

CS+STAT curriculum with faculty aid and research of  peer 
programs for cross-disciplinary proposal, that was unanimously 

approved by Rice Committee on Undergraduate Curriculum.  
Among his main activites at Rice, he was President of  Rice Sports 

Business Society, President or Rice Rally Club, Member of  Stu-
dent-Athlete Inclusion Working Group, and he worked actively 
with both the Rice Owls Men and Women’s basketball teams. 

Congratulations Sergio! We are so proud of  you and all your 
accomplishments! We love you so much!. 

Dad, Mom, Catalina and Cassie 
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Lianna M Amézaga 

Félicitations Lianna! Nous 
sommes tellement fiers de 

toi. Les nouvelles aventures 
commencent de nouveau! 

Échale ganas! Te queremos 
muchísimo. 

Maman et Papi 

David Cirillo 

To David, 
Spread your wings and fly until you find 

shores of  hope, peace and love. 
We are so proud of  you, today and always. 

With all our love, 
Mom and Dad 

Kevin Mullin 

Congratulations to all the members of  the 
Rice University Class of  2018. 

Kevin Mullin, 
your family is very proud of  you. 

Tessa Rose Fries 

I’ve always been proud of  you, Tessa, but never more 
so than during your years at Rice. 

You’re a beautiful, smart, natural leader and I can’t 
wait to see the positive impact 

you will continue to have on the people and world 
around you. 

274 



Class of 2018














 

 

Justin Bernard 
Justin, We’re so proud of  you. You’ve done the college 

experience to the hilt! Through it all, you’ve remained 

the intelligent, witty, and caring young man we know 


and love. Your future is bright. We’ll gladly wear shades 

and watch you shine! 


All our love, always, Mom and Dad
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Sophia Erhard 

Kyle Sheehan 

Richard Branscomb 

Richard (Massey), you have worked hard, played hard and 
dreamt big and it has paid off  with a rich, textured and 
rewarding collegiate experience.  Now go forth, do the 

same and get paid for it! 

We are infinitely proud of  you and love you more than 
you know. 

Mom and Dad 

Sophia, Continua siguiendo 
tu corazon, felicidad y 
servicio a los demas.

 Con amour, Mom, Dad, 
Alayna y Eric 

With Love, Pride, and Joy 
Congratulations, Kyle! 

We LOVE You! 
Mom, Dad, Emily and Jarvis 
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Reagan Kapp 
“Some Journeys take us far from Home.  Some Adventures 

lead us to our Destiny.”  CS Lewis 

From Freshman Service Award to Duncan College Senator 

to President of  the Catholic Student Association 


to Head Academic Fellow . . . 

From International Legal Intern in London to Fulbright 

Scholarship Program in Paris to Rice University Rhodes 


Scholarship Nominee.

 We are so proud of  you.  We LOVE you.
 

Mom & Dad
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Nickolas Walling 
Nickolas – You always strive for greatness. You are destined 
for an amazing, adventurous, fun filled life. I am extremely 
proud to be your mother. I love you, we all love you. Just be 

you. 

Meera Devarajan 
Meera, Congratulations on the great achievement. You 

make us proud in every moment of  our lives with your 

hard work and dedication. You always cherish us with 

humorous and caring nature. You are the best gift that 


we ever had in our live. We love you so much. Good 

luck for the bright future ahead. 


Continue to rock in Medical school 
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Griffin Milan 

Congrats Griff ! We are so proud of  you!! 
Love, Mom and Dad 

Nico Medellin 

It seems like yesterday, you were just starting your 1st day of 
preschool and then we blinked and you were starting your 1st day 
at Rice.  We are so proud of  you and all of  your accomplishments 
and how hard you have worked during your stay at Rice.  You have 

grown into a wonderful young man with a huge heart.  
Congratulations on your graduation and well deserved BS in 

Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering! This is just the 
beginning of  successes for you.  As you set off  on your next adven-
ture, remember to follow your dreams and dream big.  Life is to be 
lived and explored.  Make the most out of  it!  Take pride in how far 

you have come and have faith in how far you can go.  There is no 
limit to what you can do! 

We hope you know how proud the entire Lane and Medellin 
families are of  you and how much we love you! 

Mom, Dad and Kelsey 

Raymond Fang 
Dear Raymond, We are so proud of  you. Hope you will 

always find yourself  as happy and full of  big, crazy 
dreams as before. Wish you the best in what lies ahead. 

Love always 
Dad, Mom, Grandparents 

and Felix 

279 



Seniors











 

 

I ~urro~T 
:fUC.££ ~IGtf 

9M-

Zeke Ramirez 
Zeke, Congratulations – you made it in 


Goldenrod glory! Quite a ride along the way. 

Really proud of  your determination to pursue 


your dreams. 

Mom + Dad
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Tirso Ramirez 
Tirso, congratulations in getting the Rice 
seal of  approval! Great friends, interesting 

adventures and even some classwork in 
between. Parents are so proud…ONWARD! 
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Gabrielle Young 
Gaby, 

We are so proud of  all your hard work and drive to make 
your childhood dream a reality!  

You will be an incredibly caring and wonderful doctor one 
day.  Continue to follow your dreams and use your talents. 

We love you very much, Mom, Dad, & Victoria! 

Matthew O'Gorman 
Matt,
 

From Village School Owls to The Regis Owls and 

finally The Rice Owls you’ve had a great run.  Here’s 

to all your “wise” choices and a bright and successful 


future.
 
Best of  luck as you begin your career at Houston 


Mechatronics.  

Love, Mom, Dad, Emily, Grammy and Poppy.
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YOUR WINGS ALREADY EXIST. 
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS Fty. 

Marius Mueller 
Congratulations, Marius! 
We are so proud of  you. 

Love Mom, Dad, and Lisa-Marie 

Austin Riddle 

Congratulations on attaining an engineering degree from 
Rice and also pursuing an amazing athletic career on the 
Rice Track and Field Team. We are so proud of  you and 

all that you've accomplished! 
Continue to follow your dreams! 

Love, Dad, Mom and Lauren 

Howard Chadwick 
Tatum 

Congratulations Chad!!
 May God Bless You and Keep You Now and Always! 

Love Mom, Dad, and Kennedy 
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Christine Dobbin 
Congratulations on your graduation from Rice! 

We are so very proud of  you! Your hard work,


 determination, true passion for doing what is right 

and striving for excellence shows your outstanding 

character. We wish you the best as you start medical 

school. We know you will be an amazing doctor! We 

will always support you in all your endeavors. We are 


very blessed to have you as our daughter. 

We love you so very much!
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Sreyas Menon 

Peter Kulma 
Sreyas, 

We are so proud of  the man you’ve become and look 
forward to your achievements in the future! 

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Varun & your entire family 

Dear Peter 
Congratulations on your graduation! We’re very proud 
of  you and wish you all the best on your new adventure. 

Remember, a wise creature named Yoda once said 
“Do or do not. There is no try”. You did it! 

Love 
Mom, Dad and your best sister Anna 

Congratulations Walden! 
With love from the Pemutzles 

Walden Pemantle 
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Justin: 
Justin: Life is a journey filled with man 

To Justin Nnamdi Onwenu A famous man once said: scheduled and unscheduled pauses. 
(Uhomba-“Light of  the people”): “Nobody will care how much you know, Each pause has its, challenges and 

You have the vision and until they know how much you care.” rewards. Congratulations on your 
strength to govern You are intelligent, determined, creative success at this juncture. Prepare 

and cure. No less is expected of 
you. 

and generous. youself  for the unexpected 
The combination of  these traits is why I am challenges of  your future pauses and 

Your father, confident be prepared to receive the rewards 
Jones Cosy Onwenu, you will succees in your chosen profession. that await you. 

Traditional Ibo Chief  and I love you, Mom Love, Grandma-ma 
Leader 

“Simba”: WORK is an earnert 

prayer!
 

Grandfather “Pa-Pock”
 

“Chocolate Man” 
Justin Nnamdi Onwenu I whispered the following to you a 

few days after your birth: 

“...Many more people will need 


you than those not ready for you 

and your gifts. Focus on those who 

need you and be sure your talents 

and skills are balanced with your 


heart and humility”. 

Love, Auntie 


Justin: 

I am constantly inspired by your boundless courage and passion. I am 


eager to see where life takes you next.
 
Love, “Luna” (aka Beanie)
 

Nephew:
 
I am proud of  the man you 


are becoming
 
and even prouder of  the man 


you will be. 

Love, Uncle Jay
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Dhruv Madhok 

Anthony Mirasola 

Ray Abraham Buttgen 
Ray, 

Congratulations 
You made it! We are proud of  you. 

We love you, Mom and Dad 

Delighted to see a different cap on your head 
today!  Proud of  you Dhruv  

Love Mom, Dad, Aditi & Grandparents 

Tony, we are proud of  you for following your passion 
and your dreams. Take the paths less traveled and be 

sure to take time to enjoy the journey.  We love you with 
our whole hearts and we are always in your corner 
 praying for you and cheering you on! Mom & Dad 
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Victoria Lynn Johnson 

Kristi Maulding 

We are so proud of  you!  Love, Mom & Dad 

You’re off  to great places.  Today is your Day.  Your 
Mountain is waiting.  So get on your way.  – Dr. Seuss 

Congratulations Kristi! 
We are so proud of  you! 
You’ve come so far… and 

achieved so much. 
And yet this is only the 

beginning. Keep following 
your path and your dreams 

will come true. 

With lots of  love, 
Mom & Dad 

Continue to believe in yourself  and follow your 
dreams. With your strength, determination and 

commitment, the sky is the limit. 

Anant Tibrewal 
“You have brains 

Dear Anant,in your head. 
We are so proud of  you and your You have feet in 
achievements! Our hearts are full your shoes. 
of  joy. You are a true blessings in You can steer 

our lives and yourself  in any 
wherever you go our hearts will direction you 

always travel with you. choose.” 
With greatest love, admiration and - Dr. Seuss 

pride - Mom, Dad and Rhea. 
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Jake Blumencranz 
We’ve watched with pride as you’ve become the 


man you are today and with great anticipation as 

your journey continues.
 

All our love and support, 

Dad, Jess, Max, Luke, Charlotte and 


Emerson
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Patricia DaSilva 

Lindsey Marie Hodge 

We are so proud of  you! My sweet BIOE... All these four 
years at Rice went by so fast! We know you will have a 

brilliant career and future. 
We love you very much!  
- The DaSilva Family 

Lindsey, 
WOW...where did these last four years go? It seems 
like only yesterday that we were dropping you off 
at Duncan for O-Week, and here we are getting 

ready to spend our last few months visiting you at 
Rice and exploring the city of  Houston together! 
It is an understatement to say that we are proud 
of  you. You have accomplished more in your four 

years at Rice than we would have ever thought you 
would, and you have become an amazing young 

woman in the process! 
You have seamlessly figured out how to maintain 
your high academic standard that you have always 
set for yourself, contribute to the Rice community 

in many leadership roles, while also achieving 
great success on the tennis court. In our minds you 

are the epitome of  a Rice student-athlete and we 
feel so lucky that we have been able to share this 

journey with you! 
We love you so much, Lindsey Boo, and we cannot 
wait to see how the next chapter in your life plays 

out! 
Momma, B, and Bugs 

David Cirillo 
Congratulations, David. Thank you for your years of 

dedication to the Campanile and to the campus. Your 
dedication and creativity will be missed. 

– Campanile staff. 
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Lance LaMotte 
Congratulations to Lance LaMotte!!  


We could not be happier for you or prouder of
 
the man that you’ve become.  God has richly 


blessed you and is to be glorified.  

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 

that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you abound in every good work.  


2 Corinthians 9:8
 

Love, Mom, Dad, & Kristen
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For Appointment 

713. 795.5905 
www.ingeniousdentistty.com 

~ + 

MEDICAL CENTER DENTAL 
Speciali{i11g i11 gmcral a11d rn,1111rtiL r!tnti.1/T)' in our slllle-,J/-lht-arl qffia. 

Dale]. Brant, D.D.S. 
MCDG@houstonmetbodis t.org 

www.facebook.com/MCDGHouston 

Scurlock Tower • 6560 Fannin, Suite 1424 • Houston, Texas 77030 

~~; 7~~ 
- -- - - - -
TECHNOLOGY 

COMPANY, INC. 

Ulrich Engineers 
earthwork+ foundation 
construction + forensic 

geostructural 
geotechnlcal 

www. ulrichengineers.com 

Edward J. Ulrich, Jr. 
Ovll Engineer Speclallzlng 
In Geotechnlcs 
P.E, I Dlplomate ID.GE 
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• PRATT & LAMBERT 
PAINTS 

Never compromise· 

KIRBY CORPORATION 

Congratulates 

Rice University Graduates 

JERRY WITTMANJERRY WITTMANJERRY WITTMANJERRY WITTMANJERRY WITTMAN 
NAFACERTIFIED 

Air Filtration Specialist 

9018-B SCRANTON  HOUSTON, TEXAS 77075 

Phone (713) 910-1395 
Fax (713) 910-0071 
TX 1-800-874-1045 

CELL: (832) 643-1395 
E-MAIL: jwittman@filtertexas.com 

MURPHY BROS. PAINT CO. 

Authorized Dealer 
Pratt & Lambert Paint 

MIKE ALBRECHT 
STORE MANAGER 

2412 BISSONET 
HOUSTON, TX 77005 

Phone: 713-529-3485 
Fax: 713-529-5255 

Oil & Gas Equipment 
 Design 

Engineering 
 Construction 
 Field Service 

 ASME Certified Shop 

www.globalwinc.com 

7931 Hall Road 
Houston, TX. 77075 
Office: (713) 991-3555 
Fax: (713) 991-3565 

2018 



Community Ads  

6016 Centralcrest Houston, TX. 77092 
713-686-9444 PH 713-686-9449 FX 

your 
imagination 

~~n 

Congratulations 
& Best Wishes to the 
Graduating Seniors 

Fayez Sarofim & Co. 

PPrroouudd SSuuppppoorrtteerr ooff RRiiccee UUnniivveerrssiittyy 

Fiesta Mart 
8130 Kirby Drive 
Houston, TX 77054 
713-666-9260 

Fax: 713-666-0836 
www.fiestamart.com 
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~ AMPION 
~ FIBERGLASS" 

CHAMPION FIBERGLASS IS A PROUD 
SUPPORTER OF RICE UNIVERSITY. 
Visit www.championfiberglass.com. 

'2017-2018 NECA Manual of Labor Units 

296 



Community Ads  

IP!I ANSLOW • BRYANT 
l&iil CONSTRUCTION ~ -

At Anslow Bryant, we believe our approach to construction, 
business, and to life is not just different, it is better. 

WE ARE RELATIONSHIPS. WE ARE FAST FRIENDS. WE LOVE WHAT WE DO AND HOW WE DO IT. 
Life is too short. Be safe, do great work, have fun, finish strong, and make as many friends as possible. 

Anslow Bryant Construction LTD. 
945 Bunker Hill, Suite 900 

Houston, Texas 77024 
www.anslowbryant.com 
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Wishing The Class of 2018 A Bright Future. 

j,~, AllegianceBank 
We Practice What We Pledge. 

16 Houston and Surrounding Area Offices I 281-894-3200 I AllegianceBank.com FDIC 

A STRATEGIC PARTNER TO THE ENERGY SERVICES INDUSTRY SINCE 1989 

In recognition and appreciation 
of the students, faculty 
and administration of 
Rice University 
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Texas Children's Hospital congratulates 
the Rice University Class of 2018 

\Ve encourage each of you to meet the challenge of leadership 
and to inspire nC'w visions in our communities and in our vvorld. 

"Leadership always influences or detennines outcomes 
not some of the time, but all of the time." 

~ e, 
Texas Children's 

Hospital 

- .Mark A. Wallace 

President and CEO, Texas Children's Hospital 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES 

TO THE GRADUATING SENIORS 

Bt~~LARD 
EXPLORATION 
COMPANY, INC. 
1021 MAIN STREET, SUITE 2310 

HOUSTON , TEXAS 77002 
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TUDORPICKERING 
HOLT &co I ENERGY INVESTMENT & 

MERCHANT BANKING 

2801 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 600 

Houston, Texas 77056 

(713) 960-9111 • westlake.com • 

Want to start your career at the 131ti -largest CPA firm in 
Houston and one of the top 100 in the nation? Doeren 
Mayhew offers accounting majors a beyond traditional 
experience, including: 

• Hands-on internship opportunities 
• Summer leadership programs 
• Focus on career development 
• Accelerated client interaction 
• CPA exam-passing bonus 
• Competitive pay and benefits 
• Collaborative atmosphere 

See how we can take your career from start to success at 
doe1en.comlca e . 

Florida • Michigan • North Carolina • Texas 
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Congratulations and Best Wishes 
to the Rice University 

Graduating Class of 2018! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RECENT GRADUATES OF RICE UNIVERSITY 

IUBBEll&BMITII 

R&S Mazda* 
General Manager: 
Steve Rodriguez 
(0) 713-363-2256 

RELIABLE SERVICE I 'CE r917. 

(g) 
HONDA 

F. lo,, 
General Manager: 
Justin Hopkins 
(0) 713-663-4261 

R&S Ford* 
General Manager. 
Casey Ogletree 
(0) 713-663-4704 

srodriguez@russellsmith.com jhopkins@russellsmilh.com cogletree@russellsmith.com 

RSMazda.com 
3440 South loop West 
(at South Ma,n) 

parsons.com/ careers 

RS Ford.com 
2 900 South Loop West 3440 South loop West 
(btwn Buffalo Spwy & Kirby) (at South Main) 

We're closer than you think, 
your in the loop auto group! 

Chan Smith 
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Graduating? 

w r 
Lab hours logged. Data modeled. Projects engineered. 
You made it through-and you made it look easy. 
A degree from Rice is a serious ach ievement 

Now is when the fun begins. 

Ready for what's next? 
Corne discover with us. 

crystaphase .com/careers 

Johnny Spencer 
President 

2130 FM 1092 • Missouri City, TX 77459 
Office: 281.499.9003 • Fax: 281 .261.3076 

Cell: 281.830.8857 
E-Mail: jsbinc5842@aol.com 

www.jsblandscape.com 

BLVD Place, Houston, 1X 

FROM THE WHITESTONE REIT TEAM 

JAMES C. MASTANDREA 
CEO and Chairman 
Adjunct Professor 

Jones School of Business 

Whitestone Reit is a real estate 
investment t rust. The company acquires, 
owns, manages, develops, and redevelops 
high quality e-commerce resistant 
neighborhood, community, and lifestyle 
retail centers. Our centers are located in 
some of the la rgest, fastest growing and 
most affluent markets in the country. 

CHRISTINE MASTANDREA 
EVP Corporate Strategy 

Adjunct Professor 
Jones School of Business 

l/ieallou Fire Systems, LLC 
50 Years of Life Safety Solutions 

Thomas C. Ballou 
President / CEO 

Cell: 832-444-2674 Direct: 346-571-8008 
tballou@balloufs.com 

Ballou Fire Systems 
6200 Stillman St.
	

Houston, Texas 77007
	
Phone: 713-869-3721  Fax: 713-869-3724
	

www.balloufiresystems.com 

24/7 Emergency Service
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Index  

Closest Packed 
Ever MSNE Seniors 
David Pham, Michael Bonar, 
Joelle Whyte, Eric Pan, Haihao 
Liu, Irene Hwang, Renee Li 

We always have to carry Eric. 
Jenny Chen, Natalie Dickman, Candice Liu, Joanne Zhou, Xiao 
Liu, Kayla Smith, Kathy Yu, Eric Ho, Ji Yoon Jung, Franklin 
Zhang, Anchith Kota, Gabriela Barrios, Yunnie Huang, Michael 
Wu, Michael Do, Amy Doan, Christina Lee, YingYan Ho 
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Club Index  

KTRU board members who could show up 	 Rachel Bui, Sreyas Menon, Hania Ilahi Nagy, Ethan 
Hasiuk, Avesh Krishna, Benjamin Jones (from Jones) to the RMC within 15 minutes' notice 

Rice eSports 
David Pham, Liana Hu, 
Linda Liu, Edi Danalache, 
Sahil Patnayakuni 
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Index 
 

Hannah George, Mai Ton, Michael Wu, Michael Nguyen, Eliza-
beth Hang, Vincent Lai, Brian Le, Tram Nguyen, Michael Do, 
Stephanie Zhao, Minh Le, Rachel Nguyen, Vy Tran, David Pham, 
Cindy Nguyen, Amy Doan 

Flying V(SA) Formation 

The Real TiBest 
House Church ;^) 

Elijah GOAT Li, Qian Chen, Jonathan 
Pang, Jiayu Liu, Ray Fang, Isabel Jiang 
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Club Index 
 

Rice EMS 
Brenda Zhou, Sai 
Chilakapati, Ben Singh, 
Yida Liu, Abigail Tucker, 
Jon Roomberg, Lin Guo, 
Nate Forrester, Aseem 
Utrankar, Gabriela Barrios, 
Austin Cao 

Patrick Kelly, Brian Walker, Michael Young, Augi Leibster, Kirby Vacaliuc, Eli Cloud9 Men's 
Badgio, Dylan Riddel, Adrish Anand, Collin Allen, Chatham Abate, Dany El-Najjar, 

Ultimate Frisbee Veeral Shah, Jack Kaplan, Brandon Chow, Max Brigman, Patrick Chickey, Kevin Xi 
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Rice Nocturnal (there's no s) 
YingYan Ho, Christine Dobbin, Win Soon, Brendan Wong, Patrick 
Chickey, Lillie Plaza, Gabrielle Falcon, Justin Fan, Daniel Pham 

Rice Young Dems Officers 
Maurice Frediere, Hannah Kaplan, Christian Carr 
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Clubs Index  

.._I _ __JI 
yes, this is our couch. 
 
#longlivecouchhouse
 

Harrison Lin, Mikaela Juzswik, Mandy Weaver, David Ratnoff, 
Taylor Morin, Mandy Quan, Alex Vela, Lorraine Singleton, 
Carmen Prado, Lauren Payne, Lauren Palladino 

Rice Fencing 
 
Club
 

Cam Walton, Richard 
Appel, Tori Joshi, Nikolas 
Lindauer, Andressa Viol, 
Mitchell Baker, David 
Pham, Erik Wu, Andrew 
Giorgio, Edwin Lai, 
Jia Zhu, Christopher 
McCarthy, Bobby Beaird, 
Jason Hafner, George 
Hafner 
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Rice Quiz Bowl 
Vi Nguyen, Burke Garza, Ridge Liu, Matthew Frizzell, Sanat Mehta, 
Andrew Barnett, Saaber Pourmotabbed, Arjoon Srikanth, Rob Hendricks 

Nati Salazar, Maryam Elizondo, Arlen Suarez, Lupita Galvan, HACER Officers Ileana Martinez, Jolen Martinez, Alberto Maldonado, Laura 
2017-2018 <3 Vargas, Brenda Venegas, Juan Valenzuela, Karen Vasquez 
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Clubs  

Hongyu Mao, Neal Liang 

RPC NOA 
Co-Chairs! 

Best Pancakes for 
 
Parkinson's Board 
 

Amber Dai, Hannah Yu, Kseniya Anishchenko, Trent Herndon, 
Andrea Augustine, Areebah Ahmad, Richard Bui, David Chiang, 
James Ahn, Ruch Gupta, Sajel Dutt 
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Football
 

1 Ashton Walter 37 Jacob Grams 
2 Jack Fox 39 Clayton Malcomb 
3 Brandon Douglas-Dotson 40 Brady Wright 
3 Miklo Smalls 41 Randall Royall 
4 Sam Glaesmann 42 Dylan James 
5 Dasharm Newsome 46 Garrett Grammer 
6 Chris Boudreaux 50 Corbin Smith 
7 Justin Bickham 52 JaVante Hubbard 
7 
8 

Jordan Myers 
Cameron Montgomery 

53 
53 

Cole Elms 
Trey Schuman 

Record 
8 Dylan Silcox 58 Shea Baker Overall 
9 Jorian Clack 59 Matt Morris 1-11 
10 Kenneth Orji 60 Crockett Mokry 
10 Austin Trammell 63 Brandt Peterson Conference 
12 Austin Conrad 68 Gregor Mackellar 1-6 
12 Angelo Ellis 74 Jack Greene 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 
18 
19 
20 
22 
23 
25 
25 
26 

Collin Whitaker 
Jackson Tyner 
Uzoma Akunebu 
Joshua Cummings 
Tyrae Thornton 
Haden Tobola 
Evan Marshman 
George Nyakwol 
Lawrence Cimino 
Isaiah Richardson 
Nahshon Ellerbe 
Will Harrison 
Nicholas Sorensen 

75 
76 
77 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
86 
90 
91 
92 

Matt Terrill 
Sam Pierce 
Uzoma Osuji 
Joseph Dill 
Jonathan Sanchez 
Cameron Johnson 
Jaeger Bull 
Rhett Cardwell 
Trevor Long 
Chris Barnes 
Blain Padgett 
Carl Thompson 
Elijah Garcia 

08/26/17 
09/09/17 
09/16/17 
09/23/17 
09/30/17 
10/07/17 
10/21/17 
10/28/17 
11/04/17 
11/11/17 
11/18/17 
11/25/17 

vs Stanford 
at UTEP 
at Houston 
vs FIU 
at Pittsburg 
vs Army West Point 
at UTSA 
vs Louisiana Tech 
at UAB 
vs Southern Mississippi 
at Old Dominion 
vs North Texas 

L, 62-7 
W, 31-14 
L, 38-3 
L, 13-7 
L, 42-10 
L, 49-12 
L, 20-7 
L, 42-28 
L, 52-21 
L, 43-34 
L, 24-21 
L, 30-14 

28 Aaron Cephus 93 Parker Hanusa 
29 Houston Robert 94 Graysen Schantz 
31 Martin Nwakamma 95 Roe Wilkins 
32 Nolan Spencer 96 Zach Abercrumbia 
33 Anthony Ekpe Ziggy Stoval-Redd 
33 Emmanuel Esukpa 
35 Will Phillips 
36 Myles Adams 
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Sports  

Baseball
 

Record 
Overall 
16-23-1 

Conference 
1 Cody Staab 26 Garrett Gayle 6-10-1 
2 Trei Cruz 27 Andrew Dunlap 
3 Chace Sarchet 28 Kendal Jefferies 02/16/18 vs Samford W, 8-7 
4 Luis Aviles 29 Roel Garcia 02/17/18 at UCF W, 5-4 
6 Ryan Chandler 30 Ben Schragger 02/18/18 vs Virginia L, 3-0 
7 Dominic DiCaprio 31 Nick Silber 02/20/18 vs Texas State W, 8-6 
8 Ford Proctor 32 Bradley Gneiting 02/22/18 at Stanford L, 7-2 
9 Braden Comeaux 33 Justin Collings 02/23/18 at Stanford L, 6-2 
10 Dane Acker 34 Jackson Parthasarathy 02/24/18 at Stanford L, 7-4 
12 Brent Schwarz 35 Zach Esquivel 02/25/18 at Stanford L, 2-0 
14 Rodrigo Duluc 36 Addison Moss 03/02/18 vs Houston Baptist W, 10-2 
16 Kelby Weyler 38 Kel Bordwine 03/03/18 vs Houston Baptist L, 8-7 
17 Parker Osburn 40 Matt Canterino 03/04/18 vs Houston Baptist W, 6-0 
20 Dominic Cox 41 Jackson Tyner 03/06/18 at Texas State L, 6-2 
22 Joshua Larzabal 42 Willy Amador 03/07/18 at Lamar W, 6-2 
23 Evan Kravetz 44 Khevin Brewer 03/09/18 vs Gonzaga L, 7-5 
24 Ricardo Salinas 45 Blair Lewis 03/10/18 vs Gonzaga L, 7-5 
25 Brandt Frazier 03/10/18 vs Gonzaga W, 6-1 

03/11/18 vs Gonzaga L, 10-2 
03/13/18 vs TCU W, 7-3 
03/14/18 vs Columbia W, 14-5 
03/16/18 at Louisiana Tech L, 8-2 
03/17/18 at Louisiana Tech L, 6-4 
03/17/18 at Louisiana Tech L, 7-3 
03/20/18 vs Texas A&M L, 13-4 
03/23/18 vs Western Kentucky W, 4-0 
03/24/18 vs Western Kentucky L, 5-4 
03/25/18 vs Western Kentucky L, 4-0 
03/27/18 vs Houston W, 4-3 
03/30/18 at Southern Mississippi L, 12-1 
03/31/18 at Southern Mississippi L, 8-7 
04/01/18 at Southern Mississippi W, 7-6 
04/03/18 vs Sam Houston State L, 14-9 
04/06/18 vs Old Dominion W, 9-0 
04/07/18 vs Old Dominion W, 4-3 
04/08/18 vs Old Dominion W, 18-1 
04/10/18 at Houston L, 1-0 
04/13/18 at Middle Tennessee W, 7-2 
04/14/18 at Middle Tennessee L, 9-8 
04/15/18 at Middle Tennessee T, 5-5 
04/20/18 vs Florida Atlantic L, 14-10 
04/21/18 vs Florida Atlantic L, 5-3 
04/22/18 vs. Florida Atlantic T, 6-6 
04/27/18 vs. Charlotte L, 8-6 
04/28/18 vs. Charlotte W, 3-2 
04/29/18 vs. Charlotte L, 6-4 
05/02/18 vs. Lamar W, 2-1 
05/05/18 at UTSA W, 8-3 
05/05/18 at UTSA W, 4-3 
05/06/18 at UTSA L, 7-0 
05/08/18 at Sam Houston State W, 5-3 
05/11/18 vs. UAB W, 8-5 
05/18/18 at FIU W, 6-2 
05/18/18 at FIU L, 8-6 
05/24/18 vs. Louisiana Tech W, 6-2 
05/25/18 vs. Florida Atlantic W, 5-4 
05/26/18 vs. Florida Atlantic L, 7-4 
05/26/18 vs. Florida Atlantic L, 9-8 
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Men's Basketball
 

0 Connor Cashaw 
3 Ako Adams 
4 Dylan Jones 
5 Addison Owen 
10 Robert Martin 
11 Miles Lester 
12 Josh Parrish 
13 Malik Osborne 
14 Najja Hunter 
15 Bishop Mency 
20 Grant Youngkin 
24 J.T Trauber 
30 Austin Meyer 
35 Tim Harrison 

Record 
Overall 
7-24 
Conference 
4-14 

11/04/17 vs Wayland Baptist W, 79-72 
11/10/17 vs Eastern Kentucky L, 73-72 
11/14/17 vs Georgia State L, 75-54 
11/17/17 at Northwestern State W, 87-65 
11/20/17 vs UNLV L, 95-68 
11/22/17 vs Ole Miss L, 79-62 
11/25/17 vs St. Thomas W, 70-59 
11/29/17 at UT-Arlington L, 69-49 
12/02/17 vs UTRGV L, 69-67 
12/09/17 at Stephen F. Austin L, 81-62 
12/14/17 vs St. Edward’s W, 91-86 
12/16/17 at Texas Tech L, 73-53 
12/19/17 at New Mexico L, 78-69 
12/22/17 vs Texas State L, 74-66 
12/28/17 at UTSA L, 79-66 
12/30/17 at UTEP L, 80-62 
01/04/18 vs Old Dominion L, 82-75 
01/06/18 vs Charlotte W, 73-64 
01/13/18 vs North Texas L, 85-78 
01/18/18 at Southern Mississippi L, 86-75 
01/20/18 at Louisiana Tech L, 69-54 
01/25/18 vs FIU W, 73-64 
01/27/18 vs Florida Atlantic L, 63-62 
02/03/18 at North Texas L, 74-70 
02/08/18 at Middle Tennessee State L, 94-75 
02/10/18 at UAB L, 61-56 
02/15/18 vs Marshall L, 93-80 
02/17/18 vs Western Kentucky L, 85-66 
02/22/18 at Florida Atlantic W, 79-76 
02/24/18 at FIU L, 67-64 
03/01/18 vs UTEP W, 76-70 
03/03/18 vs UTSA L, 79-60 
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Women's Basketball
 

1 Tayler Bennett 
2 Sydne Wiggins 
5 Lauren Grimsby 
10 Wendy Knight 
13 Erica Ogwumike 
20 Shani Rainey 
21 Gabrielle Stanton 
22 Nicole Iademarco 
23 Alexah Chrisman 
24 Temi Alao 
25 Kendall Ellig 
30 Olivia Ogwumike 
32 Nancy Mulkey 
40 Gabby Ozoude 

Record 
Overall 
23-10 

Conference 
10-6 

11/10/17 
11/12/17 
11/18/17 
11/21/17 
11/24/17 
11/26/17 
11/29/17 
12/09/17 
12/14/17 
12/18/17 
12/21/17 
12/30/17 
01/05/18 
01/07/18 
01/11/18 
01/13/18 
01/20/18 
01/26/18 
01/28/18 
02/01/18 
02/07/18 
02/10/18 
02/15/18 
02/17/18 
02/22/18 
02/25/18 
03/01/18 
03/03/18 
03/07/18 
03/08/18 
03/09/18 
03/15/18 
03/20/18 

at Grand Canyon W, 69-59 
at Northern Arizona W, 88-83 
vs Houston Baptist W, 67-45 
at Sam Houston State W, 79-50 
vs Little Rock W, 58-51 
at Kansas L, 73-65 
at Texas A&M L, 82-76 
vs Incarnate Word W, 60-43 
vs ULM W, 63-47 
at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi W, 67-56 
at Prairie View A&M W, 88-68 
vs Columbia W, 67-44 
at North Texas W, 50-49 
vs UTSA W, 83-52 
at Florida Atlantic W, 67-53 
at FIU L, 68-58 
at Charlotte W, 62-55 
vs UTEP W, 56-42 
vs Old Dominion W, 53-45 
vs Southern Mississippi W, 62-56 
at Louisiana Tech L, 75-55 
vs Western Kentucky W, 73-58 
at UAB L, 70-63 
at Middle Tennessee L, 51-41 
vs Marshall W, 87-44 
at UTSA L, 62-58 
vs Louisiana Tech L, 70-62 
vs North Texas W, 47-45 
vs Old Dominion W, 70-48 
vs Middle Tennessee W, 61-53 
vs UAB L, 67-55 
vs Texas State W, 71-60 
at New Mexico L, 93-73 
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Men's Cross Country
 

Imran Bell 
Steve Booker 
Matt Calem 
Adolfo Carvalho Record 
Bradley Dohner 
Alex Dunbar 09/08/17 Norry Hersey Rice Invitational 1st/9 

Trenton Fryman 
Hociel Landa 

09/23/17 
10/13/17 

Texas A&M Invitational 
HBU Invitational 

3rd/18 
4th/6 

Connor Meaux 10/14/17 Pre-Nationals 36th/41 

Matthew Murray 
Clay Musial 

10/28/17 
11/10/17 

C-USA Championships 
NCAA South Central Regional 

3rd/11 
7th/24 

Marco Ruiz 
Alex Topini 
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Women's Cross Country
 

Lucrecia Aguilar 
Hannah Bablak Record 
Abigail Cartwright 
Anna Figueroa 
Madeline Forbes 

09/08/17 
09/23/17 

Norry Hersey Rice Invitational 
Texas A&M Invitational 

1st/9 
4th/17 

Sarah Glover 09/30/17 McNeese Cowboy Stampede 1st/10 

Loren Goddard 10/14/17 Pre-Nationals 15th/29 

Natalie Goddard 10/28/17 C-USA Championships 3rd/13 

Abby Halm 11/10/17 NCAA South Central Regional 11th/24 

Mia Hofstad 
Sara Ivackovic 
Jamie Leong 
Sage McAdams 
Mary Claire Neal 
Khayla Patel 
Rachel Peterson 
Elsa Racasan 
Molly Tilbrook 
Lourdes Vivas de Lorenzi 
Ruby Watson 
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Men's Track and Field
 

Andrew Abikhaled Hociel Landa 
Imran Bell Erik Maher 
Ken Berger Patrick McCoy 
Keaton Blazer James McNaney 
Steve Booker Connor Meaux 
Jason Bugg Matthew Murray 
Matt Calem Clay Musial 
Christian Cannon Reagan Olguin 
Charlie Card-Childers Mike Otoo 
Adolfo Carvalho Austin Riddle 
David Diaz Jesse Roberts 
Bradley Dohner John Rudd 
Alex Dunbar Emerson Schulz 
George Elsesser Dane Stolsig 
Scott Filip Nicolas Terrazas 
Trenton Fryman Alex Topini 
Matt Garcia Colton Torrance 
Nick Hicks Uche Ugwunze 
Andrew Keat Michael Yow 

Record 
01/12/18 Leonard Hilton Invitational 
01/26 - 01/27/18 Houston Invitational 
02/02 - 02/03/18 Charlie Thomas Invitational 
02/09/18 Howie Ryan Invitational 
02/09 - 02/10/18 Don Kirby Invitational 
02/17 - 02/18/18 C-USA Championships 
03/15/18 Cougar Spring Break Invitational 
03/17/18 TSU Relays 
03/23 - 03/24/18 Victor Lopez Classic 
03/30 - 03/31/18 Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays 
04/06/18 SFA Carl Knight Invitational 
04/06 - 04/07/18 Houston Alumni Invitational 
04/14/18 Triton Invitational 
04/21/18 J. Fred Puckett Twilight 
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Women's Track and Field
 

Lucrecia Aguilar 
Hannah Bablak 
Dheryl Batts 
Abigail Cartwright 
Anna Figueroa 
Michelle Fokam 
Madeline Forbes 
Sarah Glover 
Loren Goddard 
Natalie Goddard 
Ali Goodson 
Mia Hofstad 
Sara Ivackovic 
Hannah Jackson 
Katie Jensen 
Charlsea Lamb 
Jamie Leong 
Camille Little 
Sage McAdams 
Nicole Mitchell 
Tessa Mpagi 

Mary Claire Neal 
KC Nwadei 
Amanda Pasko 
Khayla Patel 
Julie Perez 
Rachel Peterson 
Elsa Racasan 
Brandi Ransom 
Bryanah Rideaux 
Rich Rogers 
Ayana Rossano 
Zinedine Russell 
Giulia Sportoletti 
Kylie Swiekatowski 
Molly Tilbrook 
Marissa Topolski 
Frelicia Tucker 
Lourdes Vivas de Lorenzi 
Ruby Watson 
Jaylon Wesley 
Akira Young 

Record 
01/12/18 
01/26 - 01/27/18 
02/02 - 02/03/18 
02/09/18 
02/09 - 02/10/18 
02/17 - 02/18/18 
03/15/18 
03/17/18 
03/23 - 03/24/18 
03/30 - 03/31/18 
04/06/18 
04/06 - 04/07/18 
04/13/18 
04/21/18 

Leonard Hilton Invitational 
Houston Invitational 
Charlie Thomas Invitational 
Howie Ryan Invitational 
Don Kirby Invitational 
C-USA Championships 
Cougar Spring Break Invitational 
TSU Relays 
Victor Lopez Classic 
Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays 
SFA Carl Knight Invitational 
Houston Alumni Invitational 
UIW Invitational 
J. Fred Puckett Twilight 
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Golf
 

Jake Benson 
Jay Burlison 
Mario Carmona 
Nicholas Duggan 
Campbell Gibson 
Rishi Kejriwal 
Mitchell Meissner 
Grant Rogers 
Mason Weid 

Record 
09/11 - 09/12/17 Sam Hall Intercollegiate 6th/12 
09/22 - 09/24/17 Maui Jim Invitational 9th/13 
10/09 - 10/10/17 Bayou City Collegiate Classic 6th/15 
10/28 - 10/29/17 Steelwood Collegiate Invitational 5th/12 
02/16 - 02/18/18 All-American Intercollegiate 12th/18 
02/26 - 02/27/18 Louisiana Classics 11th/15 
03/04 - 03/06/18 Querencia Cabo Intercollegiate 13th/15 
03/12 - 03/14/18 Bob Sitton Invitational 2nd/16 
03/19 - 03/20/18 Lone Star Invitational 10th/15 
04/09 - 04/10/18 Ryman Hospitality Intercollegiate 1st/14 
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Soccer
 

1 Maya Hoyer 15 Alex Lowes 
2 Mazero Dominique 16 Aliza Wolfe 
3 Erin van Dolder 17 Gabby Martinez 
4 Samantha Chaiken 18 Callie Ericksen 
5 Jessica Johnston 19 Ashley Peterman 
6 Darcy Mickalow 20 Trinity King 
7 Erin Mikeska 21 Marissa Topolski 
8 Rebecca Keane 22 Nia Stallings 
9 Annie Walker 23 Mallory Radtke 
10 Haley Kostyshyn 24 Caleigh Page 
11 Ashley Burgess 25 Stephanie Halow 
12 Lianne Mananquil 26 Remy Mathews 
13 Mary Claire Danilevics 30 Amanda McMaster 
14 Louise Stephens 

Record 
Overall 
12-4-2 

Conference 
9-0-1 

08/18/17 
08/20/17 
08/24/17 
09/04/17 
09/08/17 
09/10/17 
09/15/17 
09/21/17 
09/28/17 
10/01/17 
10/06/17 
10/08/17 
10/13/17 
10/19/17 
10/22/17 
10/27/17 
11/01/17 

at Texas L, 2-1 
vs Texas A&M-Corpus Christi W, 4-0 
vs Baylor T, 0-0 
vs Houston W, 4-1 
at Memphis L, 3-1 
vs Tulsa W, 5-2 
vs Florida Atlantic W, 6-2 
at Louisiana Tech W, 2-0 
at Western Kentucky W, 2-0 
at Southern Mississippi W, 1-0 
vs UTSA W, 3-0 
vs UTEP W, 2-0 
vs Middle Tennessee W, 4-2 
at Old Dominion W, 7-2 
at Charlotte W, 1-0 
at North Texas T, 1-1 
vs Charlotte L, 1-0 
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Men's Tennis
 


Mohamed Abdel-Aziz 
Jared Aiman 
Ashton Duke 
Jacob Eskeland 
Austin Monger 
Conrad Russell 
Eric Rutledge 
Summit Sardar 
Daniel Warren 

Record 
Overall 
9-17 

Conference 
2-2 

09/15 - 09/17/17 
09/22 - 09/24/17 
09/29 - 10/1/17 
10/20-10/22/17 
11/03-11/05/17 
01/14/18 
01/14/18 
01/21/18 
01/28/18 
02/04/18 
02/10/18 
02/11/18 
02/23/18 
02/24/18 
02/24/18 
02/28/18 
03/02/18 
03/04/18 
03/10/18 
03/15/18 
03/16/18 
03/17/18 
03/24/18 
03/24/18 
03/25/18 
03/30/18 
03/30/18 
03/31/18 
04/07/18 
04/15/18 
04/20/18 

Midland Invitational 
Alabama 4-In-the-Fall 
Rice Invitational 
ITA Texas Regional Championships 
Ron Wesbrooks Invitational 
vs UTRGV L, 4-3 
vs Prairie View A&M W, 6-1 
vs UL-Lafahette L, 4-2 
vs Lamar W, 5-2 
vs LSU W, 4-3 
vs Minnesota L, 6-1 
at Dartmouth L, 4-0 
vs Alabama L, 4-1 
vs Princeton L, 4-1 
vs Boise State W, 4-2 
vs Middle Tennessee State L, 4-3 
at Abilene Christian W, 4-3 
at Texas Tech L, 6-1 
vs Texas L, 7-0 
vs Memphis L, 4-0 
vs Utah State L, 4-0 
vs San Diego State W, 4-3 
vs VCU L, 4-2 
vs Wichita State L, 4-3 
vs Texas A&M-Corpus Christi W, 4-1 
vs UAB W, 4-2 
vs Southern Mississippi L, 4-2 
at UTSA W, 4-1 
at Tulane L, 6-1 
vs SMU L, 5-2 
vs Middle Tennessee State L, 4-0 
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Women's Tennis
 


Fernanda Astete 
Anna Bowtell 
Savannah Durkin 
Michaela Haet 
Lindsey Hodge 
Sofie Moenster 
Priya Niezgoda 
Wendy Zhang 

Record 
Overall 
15-7  

Conference 
3-0 

09/22 - 09/24/17 
09/30 - 10/04/17 
American Championships 
10/13 - 10/17/17 
10/27 - 10/29/17 
11/01 - 11/03/17 
11/03 - 11/05/17 
01/13 - 01/15/18 
01/20/18 
01/27/18 
01/28/18 
02/09/18 
02/10/18 
02/14/18 
02/17/18 
02/23/18 
02/25/18 
03/03/18 
03/06/18 
03/11/18 
03/13/18 
03/16/18 
03/23/18 
03/25/18 
04/03/18 
04/06/18 
04/08/18 
04/14/18 
04/20/18 
04/21/18 

Rice Invitational 
Riviera/ITA All-

ITA Texas Regional Championships 
Haunted Horned Frog Classic 
Oracle ITA Nationals Doubles 
River Oaks Invite 
FGCU Spring Invite 
vs Lamar W, 7-0 
vs Oregon L, 4-2 
vs Maryland W, 4-0 
at UT Arlington W, 5-2 
at TCU L, 4-2 
vs Texas A&M W, 4-3 
vs Houston W, 4-3 
vs Texas State W, 4-0 
at LSU L, 4-3 
vs Texas Tech L, 4-0 
vs Baylor L, 4-0 
at Denver L, 4-0 
at Colorado W, 4-3 
vs UTRGV W, 4-0 
vs Williams & Mary W, 6-1 
vs Princeton W, 6-1 
vs McNeese State W, 7-0 
at UCF L, 4-0 
at USF W, 4-3 
vs Louisiana Tech W, 4-0 
vs Western Kentucky W, 5-0 
vs Old Dominion W, 4-1 
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Mimi Baker Lindsay Mathys 
Kiley Beall Kate Nezelek 
Kaitlin Benjamin Sarah Nowaski 
Brittany Bui Jaecey Parham 
Alicia Caldwell Ellery Parish 
Kelsey Evans Cailey Renken 
Sydney Franzen Lauren Rhodes 
Harper Gillentine Marie-Claire Schillinger 
Hanna Huston Hannah Sumbera 
Nicole Limberg Kaitlyn Swinney 
Rylee Lindhardt Claire Therien 
Julie Litver Rabea Tzenetos 

Record 
09/16/17 CSCAA Open Water Championship 2nd 
10/07/17 Session I Incarnate Wood 1st/3 
10/20/17 vs North Texas W, 136-100 
10/21/17 vs SMU W, 190.5-103.5 
10/27/17 vs Florida International W, 136.5-84.5 
10/28/17 vs Denver L, 76-126 
10/28/17 at Tulane W, 133-66 
11/16 - 11/18/17 Phill Hansel Invitational 2nd/10 
12/02/17 vs Texas A&M L, 77-148 
12/15 - 12/18/17 Spartan Invitational 1st/6 
01/05/18 vs New Mexico State W, 217-77 
01/05/18 at Arizona L, 121-151 
01/05/18 vs Northern Arizona W, 171.5-112.5 
01/06/18 vs Cal-Baptist W, 189-91 
01/06/18 at Grand Canyon W, 154-126 
01/06/18 vs New Mexico State W, 207-87 
01/26 - 01/27/18 vs LSU L, 94-253 
01/26 - 01/27/18 vs Tulane W, 191-150 
02/10/18 UH First Chance Meet No Scoring 
02/21 - 02/24/18 C-USA Championship 2nd/6 
03/08/18 CSCAA National Invitational 1st 
03/09/18 CSCAA National Invitational 3rd 
03/10/18 CSCAA National Invitational 2nd 
03/16 - 03/17/18 No team scoring 
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Volleyball
 

3 Madison McDaniel 
5 Lee Ann Cunningham 
7 Grace Morgan 
9 Kassidy Muse 
10 Yonca Bartu 
11 Nicole Lennon 
13 Stephanie Mendivil 
15 McKay Kyle 
16 Julianna Dole 
18 Adria Martinez 
21 Shelby Livingstone 
22 Portia Okafor 
39 Seyvion Waggoner 

Record 
Overall 
21-9 

Conference 
11-3 

08/25/17 
08/25/17 
08/26/17 
08/27/17 
09/01/17 
09/02/17 
09/02/17 
09/08/17 
09/08/17 
09/09/17 
09/12/17 
09/15/17 
09/16/17 
09/16/17 
09/22/17 
09/24/17 
09/29/17 
10/06/17 
10/08/17 
10/13/17 
10/15/17 
10/20/17 
10/22/17 
10/27/17 
10/29/17 
11/03/17 
11/05/17 
11/11/17 
11/11/17 
11/30/17 

vs Texas A&M-Chorpus Christi L, 3-1 
at SMU W, 3-1 
vs Mississippi State W, 3-1 
at TCU L, 3-0 
vs Wake Forest W, 3-0 
vs Abilene Christian W, 3-1 
at Colorado L, 3-0 
vs Louisiana W, 3-0 
vs California L, 3-1 
vs Incarnate Word W, 3-2 
vs Houston Baptist W, 3-1 
vs Arkansas State W, 3-2 
vs Georgetown W, 3-1 
vs Stephan F. Austin W, 3-2 
at UTEP L, 3-2 
at Louisiana Tech W, 3-1 
vs Middle Tennessee W, 3-0 
vs Florida Atlantic W, 3-2 
vs FIU W, 3-0 
at Marshall W, 3-2 
at UAB W, 3-2 
vs UTSA W, 3-2 
vs UTEP W, 3-2 
at North Texas L, 3-1 
at Charlotte W, 3-1 
vs Western Kentucky L, 3-0 
vs Southern Miss W, 3-1 
at UTSA W, 3-2 
vs Southern Miss L, 3-2 
at Texas State L, 3-0 
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Editors' Notes

joanna yang
 

     Producing this book has been a long and stressful process of worrying 
over deadlines, recruiting members, and planning events. Hours were 
poured into creating the design aesthetic, working through late nights, 
and bothering staffers to turn stories and page in. But along the way, I 
also experienced so many laughs and memories, made new friends, and 
learned, about yearbook, about my staffers, and about myself. All the 
hours I spent in the yearbook office, I don't regret a single second of it. 
     This book has been a joy to work on. The designs on each page are 
beautiful and the stories in depth and thoughtful. I hope that each and 
every one of you can flip through this book and find something that you 
like or that interests you. 

To my wonderful staffers:
     None of this would have been possible without the entire staff. Each 
member, writer or designer, contributed an integral role to this yearbook. 
We made huge changes to the book organization this year, which was 
not easy on you, whether you were new or returning. Thank you guys for 
sticking through me bugging you for captions, quotes, etc., and keeping a 
positive attitude through it all. 

To Kira, my co-editor in chief:
     I cannot even begin to say how lucky I was to work with you. We 
shared the same design aesthetic and ideas, and this made everything so 
much less stressful. Thank you for being a co-eic and a friend, for always 
being willing to listen to me and give me advice. 

To the Exec board (Matthew, Julia, Charis, Philippine, and Phoebe):
     You guys are the best exec board I could have asked for. Thank you 
Matthew for bearing with me and sending out all of the annoying emails 
I wanted you to send. Thank you Julia for working with me to make the 
design theme a reality. Thank you Charis for being unafraid to tell me 
when my ideas suck and for helping me make sure we had all the stories 
on time.  Thank you Philippine for taking care of all of the logistics so we 
could properly host events. And finally, last but not least, thank you so 
much, Phoebe, for being a shining star. You picked up the Picture Yourself 
editor, and then Design editor, but you never hesitated to help out and 
volunteer, which did wonders for reducing my stressload. 

To Kelley:
     The book literally could not be put out without you. Thank you for 
keeping us on track, sharing your wisdom, and making your delicious 
orgasm cupcakes. You were indispensible to the organization or our book 
and our staff. 

and To the readers:
     Thank you for picking up this book and looking through it. This 
yearbook is for YOU. 

Cheers, 
Joanna Yang 

Last year I wrote a pretty long speech about how I feel about year
books, and usually I feel really embarrassed after writing something sen
timental and then never look at it again. This year, I’m still embarrassed 
and haven’t reread what I wrote. Here’s this year’s letter! 

To my staff: 
Man, you guys are an amazing bunch. To the seniors who have been 

setting a great example to staff, my fellow juniors who I’ve been lucky 
enough to know and work with for the past few years, the sophomores 
who have been creating some beautiful content, and the freshman who 
decided to spend the beginning of your college career with us, thank you 
for an amazing year! I’m so happy to have met all of you, and I’m proud 
of how fast everyone’s been learning. The book looks amazing thanks to 
your hard work, and Joanna and I are proud to have led this family. 

To my EIC, Joanna: 
We’ve been in Campanile together since day one, and I’ve seen how 

hardworking and dedicated you are to Campanile. You’re amazing. Thank 
you for always keeping us on track and somehow simultaneously manag
ing all that’s going on in your life (especially your thermo class). The fact 
that we have identical aesthetics and music tastes helped make every 
design decision incredibly easy - I don’t even need to say anything before 
you know exactly how I feel. I remember the documents and Pinterest 
pins and all the ideas we gathered for this year, as well as the late night 
editing sessions and swingset talks. I’m so happy to be your co and that 
we were able to lead this team. 

To Kelley: 
I don’t think I’ve ever been as close to an advisor as I have been with 

you, Kelley. Thank you for your patience with me from day one until now, 
and for teaching me and re-teaching me when I forget details like what 
a C-fund is. I’m so proud of you for leading CMA and being an amazing 
advisor for all of us student media folks. You always have our backs and 
we honestly would be stuck within a day or two, guaranteed, if you were 
gone. You’re a steady voice of reason, and you also supply cute cat pic
tures (and delicious cupcakes) -- you’re the best advisor ever! 

To students: 
You’re the reason we make this 300-400 page book! Thank you for 

allowing us to interview and photograph you, and for contributing to our 
school’s history. We hope you enjoy spotting yourself or your friends, and 
that you’ll be able to look back on this book in a few decades and remem
ber the good times you had during your time at Rice. 

Kira Chen 

kira chen
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Closing  

of mathematics should trust no 
middleman, but go with his own head 
to original sources, to the masters 
themselves. Second-hand ideas are as 
full of bacteria as second-hand books 
and clothing." 

-Edgar Odell Lovett
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C O L O P H O N 
  
T H E M E  “Outside the Lines” 

VO LU M E  103 
P U B L I S H E R  Balfour 
S O F T WA R E :  Adobe Creative Cloud (Indesign, Lightroom, Illustrator, Photoshop) 
H A R DWA R E :  Apple computers, Apple laptops, Windows laptop 

C OV E R  

E N D S H E E T S  
PA P E R  

T Y P E FAC E S  
C O L O R  

The cover was produced  in 4-color with Lithocote Softouch Lamination 
and die-cut. 
The endsheets were printed in 4-color on Royal Fiber White Paper. 
The book was printed on 100# Anthem Plus Matte House Paper. 
The fonts used include Bell MT, Quicksand, and The Woodlands. 
The theme colors include: 

Summer - cmyk (2, 47, 49, 0) Summer 2 - cymk (5, 16, 18, 0) 
Fall - cmyk (24, 100, 92, 22) Fall 2 - cmyk (0, 65, 45, 0) 
Winter - cmyk (100, 82, 38, 29) Winter 2 - cmyk (28, 3, 13, 0) 
Spring - cmyk (47, 17, 67, 2) Spring 2 - cmyk (15, 0, 22, 0) 
Neutral 1 - cmyk (8, 5, 5, 0) Neutral 2 - cmyk (32, 24, 22, 1) 
Neutral 3 - cmyk (56, 46, 44, 23) Balfour Rich Black - cmyk (60, 0, 0 100) 

P H O TO G R A P H Y  

A DV I S O R  
R E P R E S E N TAT I V E  

AWA R D S  

The photos were taken by student staff  photographers, college 
historians, guest photographers, or the university photographer, as 
credited on captions. 
The advisor for Campanile was Kelley Lash. 
The Balfour representative was Ryan Almon. 
The Campanile has won numerous awards, including: 

Texas Intercollegiate Press Association (TIPA) Awards 
College Media Association (CMA) David L. Adams Apple Awards 
CMA Pinnacle Awards 

A P P R E C I AT I O N 	  The Rice Campanile would like to express its appreciation to several 
individuals who help make the book and its events a success: Kelley 
Lash, our advisor, for her wise advice, incredible cupcakes, and 
everlasting support; Ryan Almon, our Balfour representative, for his 
entertaining talks and technical help; Hal, Leader of  the Free World, 
for his photography expertise and advice; H&D staff, who help us set up 
and maintain our events; and the Rice students, faculty, staff, for your 
patience, pictures, quotes, and support. 
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