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PROGRAM

Sonata for Piano and Violin  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
   in B-flat Major, KV 454 (1756-1791)
     Largo - Allegro 
     Andante 
     Allegretto 

Words of Wisdom* Richard Lavenda
(b. 1955)

 
INTERMISSION

Piano Trio No. 2 in E Minor, Op. 67 Dmitri Shostakovich
(1906-1975)     Andante 

     Allegro con brio 
     Largo 
     Allegretto 

* world premiere

PROGRAM NOTE

  Words of Wisdom was composed for my friends Susanne Mentzer, 
Cho-Liang Lin, and Jon Kimura Parker. The text comes from fragments 
of poems, letters, and sayings that mattered to our parents, and there-
fore to us. Unfortunately, Susanne is unable to perform tonight; we are 
grateful to Barbara Paver for joining us. Words of Wisdom is dedicated 
to Violet H. Lavenda, Guo-Jin Lin, Jacob Franklin Mentzer II, and
John Ernest Parker, in loving memory. 

– Note by Richard Lavenda

TEXT

Much have I traveled in the realms of gold, 
And many goodly states and kingdoms seen;
(Keats, On First Looking into Chapman’s’ Homer) (JEP)

Into this Universe, and why not knowing, 
Nor whence, like Water willy-nilly flowing: 
And out of it, as Wind along the Waste,  
I know not whither, willy-nilly blowing.
(Fitzgerald, Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, #29) (JEP)



《鄉 思》  [宋]李 覯 
人言落日是天涯    望極天涯不見家  
已恨碧山相阻隔 碧山還被暮雲遮 (transliterated in the score) 
(Hidden in the sunset horizon, where my homeland lies, 
Yet in the gaze I see not, afar is my home sweet home.
Hateful of the emerald cliffs that separate, 
All is draped by a cloudy veil.) (Ji Ling, Longing for Home) (G-J L)

I WANDER’D lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daffodils; (Wordsworth, Daffodils) (JEP)

Il pleure dans mon coeur
Comme il pleut sur la ville. (Verlaine, Il pleure dans mon coeur) (VHL)

For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

Quelle est cette langueur
Qui pénêtre mon coeur?

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

Kwitcherbellyachin’ (JFM II)

There are thousands to prophesy failure;
There are thousands to point out to you one by one,
The dangers that wait to assail you.
But just buckle it in with a bit of a grin, 
Just take off your coat and go to it;
Just start to sing as you tackle the thing     
That “couldn’t be done,” and you’ll do it. 
(Guest, It Couldn’t Be Done) (JFM II)

A Book of Verses underneath the Bough, 
A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bread – and Thou
Beside me singing in the Wilderness –
Oh, Wilderness were Paradise enow! (Fitzgerald, Rubaiyat #12) (JEP)

Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard
Are sweeter; therefore ye soft pipes, play on;
(Keats, Ode to a Grecian Urn) (JEP and VHL)

Und singt ein Lied dabei; 
Das hat eine wundersame, 
Gewalt'ge Melodei. (Heine, Die Lorelei) (VHL)

《春夜洛城聞笛》  [唐] 李白
 誰家玉笛暗飛聲 散入春風滿洛城
 此夜曲中聞折柳 何人不起故園情
(From whose house comes the voice of flute of jade unseen?
It fills the town of Luoyang, spread by wind of spring.
Tonight I hear the farewell song of Willow Green.
To whom the tune will not nostalgic feeling bring?)
(Li Bai, Hearing a Bamboo Flute on a Spring Night) (G-J L)

 



…so why am I telling you all this? So that you will know that whatever our 
futures hold, your folks can understand. We’ve been there too, perhaps not 
exactly, but pretty close. When we were busy living, we probably didn’t think 
this was true of our parents…. But we were wrong. (JFM II)

Let me not to the marriage of true minds
Admit impediments. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to remove:
Oh, no! It is an ever-fixéd mark, 
That looks on tempests and is never shaken….
(Shakespeare, Sonnet 116) (VHL)

Take care of yourself, baby. We’re behind you all the way, whatever you do. 
(JFM II)

Así es la vida (VHL)

BIOGRAPHIES

  DESMOND HOEBIG, Professor of Cello at The Shepherd School of Music 
at Rice University, has had a distinguished career as a soloist, orchestral and 
chamber musician.
  Desmond was born in 1961 and raised in Vancouver, Canada. He studied 
with James Hunter, Jack Mendelsohn and Ian Hampton. In 1978 he moved to 
Philadelphia to study with David Soyer at the Curtis Institute of Music. He re-
ceived his BM and MM at the Juilliard School with Leonard Rose and Channing 
Robbins, and participated in master classes with Janos Starker and Tsuyoshi 
Tsutsumi at the Banff Centre.
  Mr. Hoebig won the First Prize at the Munich International Competition 
(1984), the Grand Prize of the CBC Talent Competition (1981) and the Canadian 
Music Competition (1980). He was also an award winner at the Tchaikovsky 
Competition in Moscow (1982). 
  Mr. Hoebig has been a soloist with many prominent orchestras in North 
America, including Cincinnati, Cleveland, Houston, Montreal, Toronto and Van-
couver. His international orchestral engagements have been in Germany, Spain, 
Portugal, Japan, Mexico and Colombia.
  As a chamber musician, Desmond was the cellist with the Orford String 
Quartet when they won a Juno award for the best classical music album in 1990. 
He has also performed for 30 years with the Hoebig-Moroz Trio and in a duo 
with Andrew Tunis. Mr. Hoebig has taught and performed at festivals throughout 
North America, including Aspen, Banff, La Jolla, Marlboro, Music Bridge, Orcas 
Island, Sarasota and Steamboat Springs.
  Before joining the faculty of The Shepherd School, Mr. Hoebig had been 
Principal Cellist of the Cleveland, Houston, and Cincinnati Symphony Orches-
tras

  RICHARD LAVENDA’s music has been performed around the world by, 
among many others, the Houston Symphony Orchestra, Musica Nova/Tel Aviv, 
the Slovak Radio Orchestra, the Chiara, Diotima, Enso, T’Ang, and Sun String 
Quartets, ZAWA!, Project Trio, the Concordia Trio, and the New Israeli Vocal 
Ensemble. His catalog of more than sixty works ranges from music for solo 
flute to an opera, and includes numerous pieces for orchestra and for a 



wide diversity of chamber ensembles. He has been a guest composer on many 
campuses and concert series around the United States, at festivals and con-
certs in Germany, the Czech Republic, Ukraine, Finland, Slovenia, Australia, 
Israel, and South Korea, and on programs at Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy 
Center. He has received awards and commissions from such organizations as 
the National Opera Association, the Houston Arts Alliance, the Vaughn Family 
Foundation, the Miazawa Flute Company, and Da Camera of Houston. 
  Recent compositions include String Quintet: Afterimages, written for le 
Quatour Diotima and James Dunham and presented by Da Camera at the 
Menil Collection, Again and Now, for cello and piano, written for the Fischer 
Duo, and One Good Turn, for clarinet and bassoon, written for Richie Hawley 
and Benjamin Kamins. Current projects include pieces for the Oasis Saxo-
phone Quartet and the Snaufer/Garvin Duo. A CD of some of Lavenda’s recent 
chamber music, entitled Chiaroscuro, will be released on Ravello Recordings 
in October 2013. 
  A native of New Jersey, Lavenda received his education at Dartmouth 
College, Rice University, and the University of Michigan, where he received 
a doctorate in 1983. He joined the faculty of the Shepherd School of Music at 
Rice in 1987, and is now Professor of Composition and Theory and Director 
of Graduate Studies. In addition to composition, he teaches undergraduate 
theory, graduate analysis, aesthetics, classroom pedagogy, and a Practicum 
in Contemporary Music, where composers and performers collaborate on the 
creation of new works. He is the recipient of many grants and awards for in-
novative teaching and technology in the classroom initiatives. 

  CHO-LIANG LIN is a violinist whose career has spanned the globe for 
twenty-five years. Since his debut at Lincoln Center’s Mostly Mozart Festival 
with David Zinman at the age of nineteen, he has appeared with virtually ev-
ery major orchestra in the world including the Boston Symphony, Cleveland 
Orchestra, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, London Symphony, Philadelphia 
Orchestra, and New York Philharmonic. He has over twenty recordings to his 
credit ranging from the concertos of Mozart, Mendelssohn, Bruch, and Sibel-
ius to Prokofiev and Stravinsky, as well as chamber music works of Schubert, 
Brahms, Tchaikovsky, and Ravel on Sony Classical. His recording partners 
include Yo-Yo Ma, Wynton Marsalis, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Leonard Slatkin, 
Michael Tilson Thomas, and Isaac Stern. His recordings have won Eng-
land’s Gramophone Record of the Year as well as Grammy nominations in 
the United States. He has been an advocate for new music by commissioning 
and presenting premiere performances and recordings of works by Chen Yi, 
Philip Glass, Aaron Jay Kernis, Christopher Rouse, Bright Sheng, Tan Dun, 
George Tsontakis, and many more. Mr. Lin is a versatile musician, equally at 
home as a soloist with orchestra as well as in recital and in chamber music.
   In 1997 he founded the Taipei International Music Festival. It became the 
largest classical music event in the history of Taiwan. He is also artistic direc-
tor of La Jolla SummerFest in California. Born in Taiwan in 1960, Cho-
Liang Lin began violin studies at the age of five. In 1972 he moved to Sydney, 
Australia, to further his musical training. His early teachers included Sylvia 
Lee and Robert Pikler. At the age of fifteen, he began six years of study with 
Dorothy DeLay at the Juilliard School in New York.  While a college fresh-
man, he won first prize at the Queen Sophia International Violin Competition 
in Spain, and that launched his concert career.  In 1981, Zubin Mehta invited 
him to perform the Mendelssohn concerto with the New York Philharmonic 
which was followed by an Asian tour with the same conductor and ensemble. 



  At the age of twenty-two, Mr. Lin recorded his first album with Neville 
Marriner for CBS Masterworks, now Sony Classical. In 1981 Mr. Lin was  
appointed to the faculty at the Juilliard School where his students have won  
top prizes in international competitions and have launched their own solo  
careers. He joined The Shepherd School of Music as Professor of Violin in 
2006.

   “What an amazing way to mark the 100th anniversary of The Rite of 
Spring. Stunning!” These words from the Toronto Star echoed glowing re-
views across North America for JON KIMURA PARKER’s recent CD, Rite, 
recorded in Rice University’s Stude Concert Hall, which includes world pre-
miere recordings of his solo piano transcriptions of Stravinsky’s The Rite of 
Spring and Petrouchka. Mr. Parker also celebrates this special centenary 
with recitals throughout 2014.
  A veteran of the international concert stage, Jon Kimura Parker has 
performed as guest soloist with the Philadelphia Orchestra and Wolfgang 
Sawallisch in Carnegie Hall, toured Europe with the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Andre Previn, and shared the stage with Jessye Norman at 
Berlin’s Philharmonie. Conductors he has recently worked with include 
David Afkham, Pablo Heras-Cassado, Claus Peter Flor, Jeffrey Kahane, 
Carlos Kalmar, Peter Oundjian, Larry Rachleff, Xu Zhong and Pinchas 
Zukerman. A true Canadian ambassador of music, Mr. Parker has given 
command performances for Queen Elizabeth II, the U.S. Supreme Court, 
and the Prime Ministers of Canada and Japan. He is an Officer of The Or-
der of Canada, his country’s highest civilian honor. 
  He performs as duo partner regularly with James Ehnes, Lynn Harrell, 
Orli Shaham, and Cho-Liang Lin, with whom he has given world premieres 
of works by Richard Lavenda, John Harbison, Paul Schoenfield, and Steven 
Stucky. An unusually versatile artist, Mr. Parker has also jammed with 
Audra McDonald, Bobby McFerrin and Doc Severinsen. As a member of the 
outreach project Piano Plus, Mr. Parker toured remote areas including the 
Canadian Arctic, performing classical music and rock’n’roll on everything 
from upright pianos to electronic keyboards. In commemoration of his spe-
cial performances in war-torn Sarajevo in 1995, he was a featured speaker 
alongside humanitarians Elie Wiesel and Paul Rusesabagina at the 50th An-
niversary of the relief organization AmeriCares.
  An active media personality, Mr. Parker hosted the television series 
Whole Notes on Bravo! and CBC Radio’s Up and Coming. His YouTube 
channel features the Concerto Chat video series, with illuminating discus-
sions of the piano concerto repertoire.
  Last season Mr. Parker appeared as soloist with the major orchestras of 
Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou, and toured the United States with Bram-
well Tovey and the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra. He also had the honor 
of being the last guest pianist to work with the Tokyo String Quartet in their 
final season. 
  Highlights of this season include solo appearances with the St. Louis 
Symphony with David Robertson, the San Diego Symphony with Jahja Ling, 
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the Seattle Symphony with Ludovic Morlot, the Shepherd School Symphony Orchestra 
with Larry Rachleff, and the National Arts Centre Orchestra with Hannu Lintu. He ap-
pears at the Hong Kong Festival with Gary Hoffman, Vadim Repin and Joyce Yang, and 
begins three new chamber music collaborations, with the Miró Quartet, in a trio with 
violinist Martin Beaver and cellist Clive Greensmith, and in special appearances with 
percussionist Stewart Copeland.
 Jon Kimura Parker is Professor of Piano at The Shepherd School of Music at Rice 
University. His students have won international piano competitions, performed with 
major orchestras across the U.S., and given recitals in Amsterdam, Beijing, New York 
and Moscow. He has lectured at The Juilliard School, The Steans Institute, New York 
University, and Yale University. Mr. Parker is also Artistic Advisor of the Orcas Island 
Chamber Music Festival, where he has given world premieres of new works by Peter 
Schickele and Jake Heggie.
  Jon Kimura Parker has recorded music of Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev, Chopin and PDQ 
Bach for Telarc, Mozart for CBC, and Stravinsky under his own label. His new record-
ing, Fantasy, featuring not only the Schubert Wanderer Fantasy and the Schumann 
Fantasy but also William Hirtz’s brilliant Fantasy on themes from The Wizard of Oz, is 
scheduled for release in early 2014. 
 “Jackie” Parker studied with Edward Parker and Keiko Parker privately, Lee Kum-
Sing at the Vancouver Academy of Music and the University of British Columbia, Robin 
Wood at the Victoria Conservatory, Marek Jablonski at the Banff Centre, and Adele 
Marcus at The Juilliard School. He won the Gold Medal at the 1984 Leeds International 
Piano Competition. He lives in Houston with his wife, violinist Aloysia Friedmann and 
their daughter Sophie. For further information, please see www.jonkimuraparker.com 
and www.oicmf.org.

 Soprano BARBARA PAVER is an Associate Professor of Voice at the Shepherd 
School of Music at Rice University, having taught previously for nine years at the 
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music (CCM). Ms. Paver enjoys 
an active career as a recitalist, clinician, and teacher. Recent performances include 
Mahler’s Fourth Symphony with the Southern Illinois Symphony, Canteloube’s 
Chants d’Auvergne with the Cincinnati Concert Orchestra and Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony with the Rochester Symphony. As a clinician, Ms. Paver has served on a 
panel for the Cincinnati Voice Consortium, an interdisciplinary group uniting vocal 
pedagogues with voice science professionals. Internationally, Ms. Paver has taught at 
Opera Theater of Lucca, CCM’s Spoleto Festival in Italy, and The Vianden Festival in 
Luxembourg.
 Ms. Paver’s students sing with many young artist programs across the country, 
including Merola, Seattle Opera, Portland Opera, St. Louis Opera, Wolftrap, Glimmer-
glass, Central City, Arizona Opera, Opera Saratoga, Chautauqua, Music Academy of 
the West, and Tanglewood. Her students consistently place in the district and regional 
finals of the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. Her professional students 
perform nationally and internationally, including students in seven different Broadway 
productions.
 Ms. Paver received her Bachelor of Music degree from University of Arizona, and 
her Master’s and Doctorate from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 
Music.




