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PROGRAM NOTES

      This evening's concert presentation takes the form of a SCHUBER-
TIADE.  That is, all of the musical works are by the immortal composer 
Franz Peter Schubert, 1797-1828.
      The program that you are attending is one that has become something 
of a tradition for the Rice University Chorale.  We began to sing 9/11 Me-
morial Concerts beginning the year following the tragedies of 9/11/2001.  
At that time we participated in a world-wide “rolling requiem”...all of the 
invited choruses sang the Mozart Requiem at the time of the first airplane 
crash into the first tower at New York City's World Trade Center.  Major 
works that have been performed by the Rice Chorale for these annual occa-
sions have included, among others, Requiem Masses by Wolfgang Amadeus 



Mozart, Gabriel Fauré, Maurice Duruflé, Johannes Brahms, and John Rutter.
      Our focus has always had as its heart our own collective need to stop and 
remember, and to continually reaffirm our belief that music is a balm to all of our 
souls when we experience loss of any kind.  It is, therefore, helpful to think that 
our singing this evening will help us past senseless acts of violence as well as 
tragic natural disasters.  Personal losses of family and friends assuredly fill our 
hearts when we stop and consider our own individual situations.
      Singing first this evening is Shepherd School alumna and soprano LAUREN 
SNOUFFER (BM 2009).   Ms. Snouffer has a Master’s Degree from New York 
City’s Juilliard School and is a member of the Studio of the Houston Grand 
Opera.  She sings for us one of Schubert's greatest masterpieces, Heimliches 
Lieben, Op. 106, No. 1.  The poetry is by Karoline Louise von Klenke.

When your lips touch me, desire would bear my soul away; I feel a nameless 
trembling which swells my breast.

My eyes flame, a glow colors my cheeks; my heart beats with an unknown 
longing; my mind, lost in the stammering of my drunken lips can hardly com-
pose itself.

In such a moment my life hangs on your sweet lips, soft as roses, and, in your 
dear embrace, life nearly deserts me.

Oh would that my life could escape from itself, my soul aflame in yours!
Oh that lips burning with longing must part!

Oh that my being might not dissolve in kisses when my lips are pressed so 
tightly to yours, and to your heart, which might never dare to beat aloud for 
me!

      One of the Rice Chorale’s excellent musically gifted undergraduate members 
is senior ERIK LAWRENCE.  Erik is a graduating senior piano major and stud-
ies with Professor Robert Roux.  He will play for us the meditative and moving 
Impromptu in G-flat Major, Op. 90.
      It is a great honor to welcome two new members to the voice faculty of the 
Shepherd School.  The first of the two to sing for us is Professor JULIE SIMSON, 
mezzo-soprano, who has moved here following a remarkable teaching career at 
the University of Colorado in Boulder, CO.  Ms. Simson has appeared in concert 
presentations of oratorio and operas around the US and abroad.
      She will sing for us two lieder:

Im Frühling, D. 882 (In Spring) - poetry by Ernst Konrad Friedrich Schulze
Quietly I sit on the hill’s slope.  The sky is so clear; a breeze plays in the green 
valley where I was at Spring’s first sunbeam once - ah, I was so happy; Where I 
walked at her side, so intimate and so close, and deep in the dark rocky spring
was the beautiful sky, blue and bright; and I saw her in the sky.

Look how colorful Spring already looks out from bud and blossom!  Not every 
blossom is the same for me: I like best to pick from the branch from which she 
picked hers.

For all is as it was back then: the flowers, the field; the sun does not shine less 
brightly, nor does the stream reflect any less charmingly the blue image of the 
sky.

The only things that change are will and illusion: Joys and quarrels alternate,
the happiness of love flies past and only the love remains - The love and, ah, 
the sorrow.



Oh, if only I were a little bird, there on the meadow’s slope -- then I would remain 
here on these branches and sing a sweet song about her the whole summer long.

Frühlingsglaube, Op. 20, No. 2 (Faith in Spring) - poetry by Johann Ludwig Uh-
land

Balmy breezes are awakened, they whisper and move day and night, and every-
where creative. O fresh scent, o new sound! Now, poor heart, don't be afraid. Now 
all, all must change.

With each day the world grows fairer, one cannot know what is still to come,
The flowering refuses to cease. Even the deepest, most distant valley is in flower.
Now, poor heart, forget your torment. Now all, all must change.

      Next we hear a very beautiful work for piano four hands...the Fantasia in F 
Minor, D. 940.  Playing this remarkably important music is Bulgarian pianist, VES-
SELA IVANOVA SMITH (MM 2003), and her husband CAMERON SMITH (DMA 
2004).  Vessela was a student of Professor Robert Roux and Cameron studied with 
Professor Jon Kimura Parker.  Both have made major appearances worldwide, and 
have won several competitions and musical awards. They are the parents of ???
      BARBARA PAVER, soprano, is the second of our new voice faculty members to 
sing this evening.  Professor Paver enjoyed a long and successful teaching tenure at 
the College Conservatory of the University of Cincinnati.  The lieder being present-
ed includes two stunning jewels of the repertoire:

Geheimes, Op 14, No. 2 (Secret) - poetry by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
Everyone is astonished at the eyes my sweetheart makes; but I, who understand,
know quite well what they mean.

For they say: I love him, not this one or that one. So, good people cease your 
wondering and your longing!

Indeed, she may well look about her with a mightily powerful eye, but she seeks 
only to give him a foretaste of the next sweet hour.

Seligkeit, D. 433 (Bliss) - poetry by Ludwig Heinrich Christoph Holty
Joys without number bloom in heaven’s hall of angels and transfigured beings,
just as our fathers taught us. O, there I would like to be and rejoice forever!

Upon everyone dearly smiles a heavenly bride; harp and psalter resound, and 
everyone dances and sings. O, there I would like to be and rejoice forever!

But I’d rather remain here if Laura would smile at me with one glance that said
I should end my lamenting. Blissfully then with her, I would stay here forever!

      And, now we arrive at the focal point of the evening...the Mass in G Major, 
D. 167  for Chorus and Orchestra.  The Rice Chorale is joined this evening by the 
Houston Masterworks Chorus.  It is my great honor to currently conduct both of 
these venerable ensembles.
      At the piano is Rachel Chao, a superb pianist from the staff of the Shepherd 
School.  The string chamber ensemble includes: Niccoló Muti, violin 1, Andy Liang, 
violin 2,Yvonne Smith, viola, Scott McCreary, cello, and Brandon Mason, bass.  The 
three very gifted vocal soloists include: soprano Rebecca Sørensen (MM 2013), and 
two current graduate voice majors: tenor Christian Sanders and baritone Mark 
Diamond.  All of these wonderful young instrumentalists and singers bring with 
them a wealth of experience from a wide variety of musical circles.



1. Kyrie eleison - Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us.  
Lord have mercy upon us.

2. Gloria in excelsis Deo - Glory be to God on high, And peace on earth to 
men of good will. We praise You, we bless You, We worship You, we glorify 
You. We give You thanks for Your great glory. Lord God, King of Heaven, 
God the Father Almighty. Lord only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father. You who take away the sin of the world,  
Have mercy on us. You who take away the sin of the world, [Hear our 
prayer. You who sit at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.]
For You alone are holy, You alone are Lord, You alone are the Most High, 
[Jesus Christ.] With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father, Amen.

3. Credo in unum Deum, Pater omnipotentem - I believe in one God, the 
Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and un-
seen. [And] in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begot-
ten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; through Him all things 
were made. For us and [for] our salvation He came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father; He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son; with the Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the prophets. [I believe in one holy catholic and apolstolic 
Church;] I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; [I look for 
the resurrection of the dead,] and the life of the world to come. Amen.

4. Sanctus and Osanna in excelsis - Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest!

5. Benedictus and Osanna in excelsis - Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest!

6. Agnus Dei - Lamb of God, who takes away sin from the world, have 
mercy upon us.  Lamb of God, who takes away sin from the world, have 
mercy upon us.  Lamb of God, who takes away sin from the world, GRANT 
US PEACE!

Thank you for being with us this evening.
Gratefully yours,
Tom Jaber, Professor of Music
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