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Dee Dee Watters: So I’ve been told that I’m the first African-American transgender woman to 
actually produce a Transgender Day of Remembrance in the state of Texas. 

[What was it that made you gain your voice as an activist?] 

DDW: My transition. I started my transition when I was around about thirteen years old, and 
then things started happening, things started changing, I wound up getting sick, and I was 
paralyzed from the waist down. So once I actually got into my transition, once I conquered being 
paralyzed, I was now walking. I started to regain, I started to build my voice and create my voice 
and I believe it was because of the things I had went through in the past as well as what I was 
already doing in the community that made me a stronger being and made me mentally stronger 
and gave me my voice. 

[Tell me about some of the organizations you're involved in.] 

DDW: Some of the organizations that I’m involved in now would be organizations like Think 
Peace International, Fresh Start Community Haven, which is a 501C3 that’s sponsored through 
my church, Progressive Open Door Christian Center. I do collaborative work with organizations 
like Legacy, MSociety, which is also a branch of Legacy. I do some things and I have done some 
work with organizations like HATCH, AIDS Foundation Houston, the Montrose Counseling 
Center, and I’m not with them now but I was at one point and it would’ve been BeeBusy. 
TWCUC, Transgender Women of Color United for Change. That’s a transgender support and 
volunteer group of which I created, to be able to give us a chance to start focusing not just 
necessarily on the laws and the laws that we put in place for trans beings, but to start getting 
more involved with the beings, with the actual individual. I believe that with TWCUC, 
Transgender Women of Color United for Change as well as myself, I believe that the way that 
we tie in is because of visibility. And difference. And diversity. What a lot of people don’t 
understand is that when they think transgender or transsexuals that everyone is the same, and it’s 
totally different for each and every being. So one of the things that I think I help to contribute to 
that is to make a lot of people aware of the differences that are there, and that not all transgender 
beings are the same. We have a lot in common, and just as we have a lot in common, we have a 
lot in common with cisgendered beings as well. As a matter of fact, I did a monologue recently 
that showed that. I talked about depression, and for those that have experienced certain things, 
for them to turn around and we were in a circle, everyone had their backs turned, and as we went 
into it I would say things like, “those that have experienced depression, those that have 



   
   

 

   
 

   
  

  
 

 
   

 
  

  
 

   

  
      

 
   

 
 

 

     
 

    
  

   
    

     
    

   
   

   
 

experienced homelessness, those that have experienced discrimination.” Various things, and 
everyone turned around and they’re all looking at each other, and it went to show that a lot of the 
things that you all experience as cisgendered beings, we as transgender beings experience them 
just as well. And that’s why it’s very important for people to see that there is a difference. Not 
every transgender being is like Caitlyn that can just go out, and you know, make it rain and 
things like that. But at the same time, not everyone is like your average, or what a person 
perceives to be the average transgender being. We are all very different and diverse. The 1st 
Amendment is actually the volunteer group of which is responsible for A Day of Gifts. The 1st 
Amendment is my group of which we do all of our outreach for the youth; it’s the primary focus, 
young adults and youth. If you see me doing Easter egg hunts it’s 1st Amendment, the toys it’s 
1st Amendment, basketball tournaments it’s 1st Amendment, fun days in the park 1st 
Amendment. Children are really important to me. Youth is very important to me. People are very 
important to me. I believe that we have to start somewhere, so why not start with the children? 
Giving toys to children and giving children something to do keeps them from getting involved in 
things that are negative and things that they should not be getting involved in. Progressive Open 
Door Christian Center is my church, and I am a deaconess of my church. I’m also of the 
transgender ministry. My church also is a very open and affirming ministry. Fresh Start 
Community Haven, which is the 501c3, which is a shelter for LGBT youth to be able to go to is 
what the church founds, and we take care of that. And last but not least, Resurrection MCC. 
Resurrection MCC, I love them. They invited me to come and preach my first sermon, and it was 
an amazing experience and I will forever be in debt to them for that. It also was one of the first 
organizations and first churches to actually stop and do a full toy drive for the children for an 
event that I put on. If it had not have been for the members at Resurrection and the people that 
donated those toys, last year would not have been something that would have been able to 
happen. 

[Business ventures and entrepreneurship] 

DDW: When I was younger I wrote, produced, directed, and starred, and acted in my own play at 
the Kashmere Garden Multi-Purpose Center. I was listed in the Houston Chronicle as one of the 
younger African-American writers to produce, promote, everything, I did everything. I sold 
tickets for $2; it was cool. It was really, really cool. I got students from my school, they came 
and auditioned and they had parts, it was amazing. It was just amazing. I did that, and after I did 
that I wanted to kind of get into management. I was probably 17 then, 18 maybe at the most. I 
started Young Actors of America. I have what’s called DDW Enterprises, and you can find us at 
ddwenterprises.net. I have a marketing company, which is called DW Marketing. What we do at 
DW Marketing is generally I create marketing plans, marketing campaigns, telemarketing, and 
appointment sitting. I do sales trainings; I do sales management. Pretty much if you think about 
marketing, our goal with DW Marketing is to make sure that we always take the ease off of 
selling. So anything that needs to be sold, we can create a campaign for it, and we can put the 
campaign into play or we can give it to you and you can put the campaign into play. Many of our 

http:ddwenterprises.net


   
  

  

      
   

 
   

 
  

 

   

   
  

   

 
   

  
 

   
  

   
    

   

 

 

 
    

  
        

   
   

  

clients utilize us for telemarketing, appointment sitting, and marketing campaigns to get them off 
the ground and to get them started. then you have TFC Cleaning, which is Transformation 
Cleaning. Transformation Cleaning, where we will transform the way you see clean. I started 
that company back in 2008, which was a very successful company up until things started 
happening in my life and I was like you know what, I’ve got to put everything on hold and get 
things together. I hired a transgender woman who needed a job, which was really the only reason 
why I started TFC Cleaning. Hired her, hired a little older lady, [laughs] she was so funny, and 
another transgender woman who needed work. They worked, and they had appointments every 
day, and they did good work and it was good for them. My talk show was titled, “With Love 
from Dee Dee Watters.” The goal of the talk show was to implement love, was to indulge on 
love, encouragement, building community, building faith. And when I say building faith, 
remember faith within the individual being. And just doing it with a lot of love and compassion 
behind it. 

[When did you first get involved with HERO?] 

DDW: In January of last year, myself, Monica Roberts, Ashley Edwards, also known as 
Colgate...HERO started to become a conversation, and we knew that it was getting ready to 
come up for a vote that year, and that it was something that was going to start to come up into 
discussion a lot more. One of the things that we were informed of was that they were trying to 
take out the transgender language in order to get HERO to pass, which is an issue. But to answer 
your question, I got involved in January of last year when we went to City Council and 
Chambers on their very first meeting, to make sure that we let them know that the language 
needed to be there, and it must stay, and that we refused to allow it to go anywhere. Following 
us, there were other transgender beings that also came. I believe there were around about six or 
seven of them that started coming every week to do the same thing. We found that there was a 
need for us to make sure that we were there in the very beginning. That way, it cannot be 
something that you say you forgot, because it was in the midst of everything. No, we’re here on 
the very beginning. We’re welcoming you all. I believe they were just now starting to serve their 
terms, actually. I believe, I may be incorrect, but I do believe so. They were freshly in their seats, 
it was probably their first time sitting down, and so we wanted to make sure that they could 
remember that. 

[Could you tell me about your childhood?] 

DDW: Ooh, childhood. Childhood was very interesting. My childhood was kind of different 
from others. Growing up I was the class clown; I was always this funny person. Growing up as a 
masculine being when I was younger, I still had a feminine look to me. A lot of people would 
always say that I was an attractive; growing up I was very attractive. And I was very 
entertaining; I was a people person. I loved to see people laugh and smile and be happy and get 
excited. So a lot of times people would say that whenever I walked into the room it would light 
up, because it was just expected to be fun or something happening. Growing up as a child, I 



     
  

 
      

 
 

   
       

   
    

   
   

    
  

  
    

  
  

  
 

 
     

   
  

   

     
   

   

 

  
   

   
    

  
 

      
  
    

learned at an early age that I was more feminine than I was masculine...but at a very early age, I 
started to develop a very strong dislike, I won’t say hate, a very strong dislike towards bullying. 
So at an early age, I would get into it with a lot of people. And it wasn’t because of me, that’s the 
funny thing. Growing up, I didn’t really get picked at. I got picked at maybe once I got to a 
school and something would happen, and down the line we’d kind of nip it in the bud. It caused 
me to get into a lot of altercations, and a lot of them didn’t have anything to do with me. Life 
wasn’t really all that bad, because especially in high school I was friends with everybody. When 
I was a freshman everyone thought I was a senior. I was into theater arts, so I did a lot of 
entertainment. It was all the way up until about fourteen, fifteen, I caught West Nile. And the 
same day that I caught West Nile there were two guys that died from catching West Nile at 
school. So it was kind of emotional, but it became emotional more once I came off of life support 
and was able to find all this stuff out. I was in the hospital for a while, I was in a wheelchair for 
over a year dealing with all kinds of things. Once I got out of the wheelchair and got back into 
getting into my transition, my mom found out. I thought that she had already knew. My mother 
and I were very close, but she found out...She found out and it was hectic from then. It was 
chaotic. My little brother was born; I wasn’t able to really be around my little brother while I was 
going through my transition and he was growing up because the family didn’t think that it was 
okay. I was very firm about respect and principle, because that’s how we were brought up: on 
principle and respect. You must respect others, and others must respect you. And that’s why you 
should always dish out respect, and that’s just how it is. I have not been invited to many 
weddings in my family. I don’t get it. At any rate, it was very hard. It was very, very hard. 
Especially for myself, as I started to go through my transition once I got out of the wheelchair 
and everything, it became even harder because I was in the hospital for three and a half months. I 
didn’t see many of them. I sat in a room, for three and a half months. In a room. In one place. 
Three and a half months! And didn’t see many of them. So as I started to go through my 
transition, disrespect was not an option. You weren’t there, so disrespect was not an option. 
Childhood was okay; it was just once I got to my teens it became a lot. That’s when it kind of 
became more complicated and my eyes started to become open to a lot of things and I was 
looking to see what was visible and what was not. 

[Tell me about your faith.] 

DDW: Oh, my faith. You could say that one has the faith of a mustard seed, and anything can be 
accomplished. My faith is that I serve a God who has all power. I serve a God that is not just 
masculine, but also feminine. I serve a God that I could turn to and call my brother, and talk to 
about the things that I would like to talk to my brother about. I serve a God that I can call on and 
talk to as a sister, as a mother, as a father. My faith tells me that I have to do things wisely in 
faith, and with a cheerful heart. That’s just the way I try to be. I have a love for people, period. 
Period. It’s a possibility that when I leave I’m going to tell you that I love you and don’t take it 
the wrong way, just take it from the heart, because it’s the truth. I love people genuinely. I love 
people in spite of, I love people because of. I love you because of your downs, I love you 



       
   

   
  

     
   

    
    

  
  

 
  

    
 

    

   
 

   
      

  

 

 

 

because of your flaws, I love you because of your imperfections. Why do I love you because of 
those? Because if I love you because of those things, I don’t really have a reason not to love you, 
right? So therefore, with my faith, it just tells me to love and treat people like I want to be 
treated. Just love. If somebody doesn’t want my love, it’s okay, because I’m going to love them 
anyway and that’s just who I am and that is where I’m at. if it wasn’t for faith I don’t believe that 
I would be here. If it wasn’t for faith I don’t believe that I would do the things that I’m doing 
today. If it wasn’t for faith, I do not believe that I could have achieved the achievements of 
which I have and the things that I will achieve in the future, because of my faith. I’m saying that 
to say that you never know what it’s like until you’re sitting in a room where there’s four walls 
and a big light over you, and a machine that constantly, constantly beeps. And when people walk 
into the room, before they even come into the door, they stop, and you can just watch them cry. 
And you know that they’re not crying because they’re able to see you. You know that they’re 
crying because they believe that they will never get to see you again. You never know what it’s 
like. You never know what it’s like when the doctor comes back into the room again and tells 
you, “You won’t live to see your fifteenth birthday,” which is in only about ten days. My faith is 
in God. And since there’s so much God which is in all of us, my faith is in you. I have faith in 
you. If you ever doubt yourself, just know that somebody has faith in you, because that’s who I 
am. That’s where my faith lies. My faith lies in a God that is the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last, the alpha and the omega. I don’t have time to try to make you come and love the 
God that I love and that I serve, but what I do have time to do is to let you know that I love you, 
and that’s what my faith tells me to do no matter what. 


