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CHAPTER I 

Chicago vas in a state of excitement during the first week 

in June 1946* It was to play host to not one but tvo large na¬ 

tional political conventions and two women's conventions* The 

merchants had hung their bunting and flags, but refrained from 

showing preference for the candidates by using only pictures of 

Washington and Lincoln in their windows* The hotelkeepers had 

installed extra beds, purchased additional provisions and were 

ready for the golden harvest 350,000 visitors would leave in 

their coffers* 

From all parts of the country the visitors began arriving 

by train, the popular mode of transportation, despite Secretary 

. (2) 

of Agriculture Houston's Good Roads Bill* Chicago at that 

time was served by more than ninety railroads* Aflutter with 

flags and political whisperings, the city welcomed not only the 

incoming delegates but also observers from other political parties, 

and the Fourth Estate* Added to these groups were the hords of 

platform-persuaders, whose ranks included Anti-Suffragettes, 

Pacifists, Prohibitionists, Union Bosses, Farm Bloc Representatives, 
(3) 

Pro-Ally and Pro-German sympathizers* 

This crowd was a luxury loving throng and desired the best 

(1) The New York Times, June 5, 1916, 1:5* 
(2) David F. Houston, Eight Years in Wilson's Cabinet, New York, 

1926, 208. 
(3) Walter Lippaan, "The Issues of 1916," The New Republic, VII, 

(June 3» 1916), 107» also The New York Times, June 5. 
1916, 1:5* 
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of everything* This characteristic was in Interesting contrast 

with the attitude of the parsimonious visitors to the 1912 con¬ 

vention in St* Louis. Their watchword had "been frugality* The 

political big-wigs invaded Michigan Avenue and for a hundred or 

two hundred dollars a day enjoyed the fine homes of Chicago so¬ 

cialites, who had departed for the summer* Among this group were 

such well known names as those of Mrs* O* H* P* Belmont of the 

Congressional Union for Women*s Suffrage, and Senator Henry Cabot 

Lodge* The lesser political lights were contented to be housed 
(4) 

a little less expensively* This reckless spending could have 

been termed nothing more than whistling in the dark, because that 

summer, "the elephant looked thin| and hun^rj and a bit dejected 

and the Bull-Moose was shaky on its legs*" 

For the first time in the history of American political 

conventions women were present in mass. Most of them wore the 

badge of suffrage* However, there were two schools of thought 

on how the franchise should be won, and as a consequence there 

was little good will between them* Besides the differences of 

policy and method, the ladies of the Congressional Union for 

Womens Suffrage were irritated with the National American 

Women* s Suffrage Association for having their convention in the 

same city at the same time* They claimed that Mrs* Carrie 

Chapman Catt and her group were present for the purpose of 
(6) 

ruining their plans* 

(4) The New York Times, June 5» 1916, 1:5* 
(5) Fredrick M* Davenport, "Preliminary Impressions of the 

Chicago Conventions," The Outlook, CXIII (June 14, 
1916) 354* 

(6) "Suffrage," The Independent, LXXXVI (June 12, 1916) 470* 
For a complete discrlption see, The New York Times, 
June 6, 1916, 1:3* 
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The Congressional Union for Women*s Suffrage, or the Women's 

Party as it was later called, opened its convention in the Black- 

stone Theatre on Tuesday, June 6th. The meeting had two main pur¬ 

poses: First, hy their presence they hoped to influence the 

Republican and Progressive Conventions to include in their plat¬ 

forms a recommendation for Women's Suffrage by means of a federal 

amendment. Secondly, they wished to organize sentiment among the 

4,000,000 women voters in the 12 states in which they had the 

franchise to force Congress by the power of their vote to submit 
(7) 

the Susan B. Anthony Constitutional Amendment to the nation. 

The keynote speech was delivered by Miss Maude Younger of 

California. SheAgreeted with enthusiasm and the applause was 

robust. Her address finished with these rousing words, "with 

the formation of the Women's Party a new force marches on the 

political field, and a new cry rings out in the national cam- 
(8) 

paign," Miss Younger was followed by Miss Lucy Burns of 

Washington, D. C., who was loud in her denunciation of the 
(9) 

Democratic party and its lack of sympathy for the cause. 

Miss Alice Paul was the National Chairman, but she like 

the other ladies went into obscurity when Mrs. 0. H. P. Belmont 

put in an appearance. In an interview on the morning the dele¬ 

gates convened, Mrs. Belmont announced to the Press that, "she 

was confident that the fight for the vote was over." At the 

(7) "Sacrificed to Suffrage," The New Republic, VII (April 20, 
1916), 343* 

(8) The New York Times. June 6, 1916, 1:3* 
(9) William Allen White, Woodrow Wilson. New York, 1924, 297-298. 

Woodrow Wilson was criticized for permitting a group of 
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same time she was asked to give an opinion on the other group* the 

National American Women's Suffrage Association* She replied: "We 

as members of the Congressional Union do not recognize any other 
(10) 

suffrage organization*" An intrepid reporter inquired If she 

knew that there were In the city several thousand women interested 

in the cause but not associated with the Union, and to that Mrs* 
(11) 

Belmont answered: "Certainly, but they can do no harm*" 

In the Palace Theatre on Dearborn Street, the National 

American Women's Suffrage Association opened their convention 

that same morning* The meeting was under the capable direction 

of Mrs* Carrie Chapman Catt, President of the Association* This 

organization favored the method of slowly winning over the indi¬ 

vidual states* They did not consider the time auspicious to 

demand an amendment to the Constitution, but based their belief 

on the principle that the public needed further education and 

enlightment to win its support* They feared defeat if the nation 

voted on the issue at that time, and consequently irreparable harm 

to the cause* In Mrs* Catt's address she stated, "they who are 

asking for a Federal Amendment are asking for half a loaf* We 
12 

are asking for the whole loaf*" The tenor of the meeting might 

be found in the President's speech when she said, "any party 

(9) (cont*) picketing suffragettes to be taken from the White 
House gates and treated with brutal indignities at the 
Washington City Jail* 

(10) The New York Times. June 6, 1916, I:3« 
(11) Ibid7 
(12) The New York Times. June 7» 1916, 1:6* 
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which refuses to do Justice to women by placing them on a plane 

of equality with men in the Constitution of the United States „(15) does not warrant the support of the nation*" The only plank 

that the Association included in their platform was a demand 

that the national parties recognize the moral legality of their 

claims for equal rights, and to write into their platforms a 

recommendation that the franchise issue would be supported by 
(14) 

them in local and national elections* 

Although disunity marked the relationship between the Union 

and the Association, on the subject of the proposed parade for 

June 7th they were able to show community of spirit* Shoulder 

to shoulder they planned to march through the heart of Chicago, 

and by the strength of their numbers influence or Intimidate the 
(15) 

delegates to accede to their common cause, the vote for women* 

The Suffragettes chose the first day of the Progressive and 

Republican Conventions to make their demonstration* It was an 

unfortunate choice* Chicago that Wednesday was enveloped by 

most unseasonable weather, and the worst fears of the Parade 

Directoress were realized* The rain fell in torrents and the 

wind frequently reached gale proportions. To complete this 

picture of discomfort, a cold front moved into the city. Sleet 

had fallen over many sections, and there was a hint of snow in 

the air* By mid-day more than half of the delegates at the 

Republican and Progressive Conventions had deserted the barn- 

(13) Ibid. Also see, "Suffrage," The New Republic. VII 
("June 10, 1916), 130* 

(14) "Suffrage," The American Review of Reviews, UII (July 
1916), 20. 

(15) "A Parade that Knew no Weather," Literary Digestt LII 
(June 17, 1916), 1763* 
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like Coliseum and Auditorium for the warmth of their snug hotel 
(16) 

quarters or the comforts of the corner groggeries* 

The city was dimly aware that the Suffragettes were planning 

a parade for that afternoon, but it supposed that the march would 

be cancelled because of the Inclement weather* Promptly at four 

o*clock, Congress Avenue was startled to hear above the rain and 

the wind strains, of band music* At first it was believed that 

some Intrepid candidate was showing his hardiness by parading in 

the downpour, but very shortly that supposition was dispelled by 

the appearance of one of the strangest parades In history* At 

the head marched a very damp and disgruntled band; when they had 

signed to participate no weather clause was included, and con¬ 

sequently they were forced to fulfill their bargain regardless 

of the trickles of rain that ran down their backs* Directly 

behind them marched a portly figure swathed in a rain slicker 

and carrying a large black umbrella* Her hat was adorned with 

a bright yellow crepe paper band, and across her chest she wore 

a sash of the same material* Che was identified as Mrs* Herbert 

Carpenter of New York* Next, struggling with the high wind came 

two ladies carrying a large yellow banner, which bore the words: 

"Votes for Women*" Following them came the rank and file of the 

Suffragettes* They presented a most strange appearance* As 

many as possible had procured umbrellas, but there were many who 

had none* The appearance of a second band, convinced the spec¬ 

tators that the ladies had a sense of humbri for the piece they 

(16) Ibid* 
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they played nas: "Nobody Knows How Dry I Am*" Following the 

band came another banner which bore the words "Do YOU Think We 

Would Make Presentable Citizens*" The words were hardly well 

chosen because the marchers were now tinged with yellow from 

the sodden bands and sashes* Also Included In the parade was 

an elephant from the Lincoln Park Zoo, wearing a sign that read 

"Q-*0*P*" The pachyderm shivered with cold but dutifully followed 

In their wake* The Suffragettes hoped that his actions were 
(17) 

prophetic* 

After a moment of stunned silence when the spectators 

recognized the paraders, the audience generously gave tributes 

of cheers and applause* By their hardiness in the face of ad¬ 

versity the Suffragettes won many converts* This was particu¬ 

larly true among those who were lukewarm on the subject of votes 

for women* The American public has always loved a good sport 

and that day the women proved their mettle* 

The parade was to terminate at the Coliseum where two 

memorials were to be presented to the Republican Committee on 

Referendums which was in sessslon that afternoon under the direc¬ 

tion of Senator Henry Cabot Lodge* The Anti-Suffragettes, who 

had watched the parade from comfortable vantage points, scurried 

into cabs and arrived at the Coliseum before the paraders* Their 

purpose was to exert influence against the interpolation of a 
(18) 

woman*s suffrage recommendation in the Republican platform* 

(17) The New York Times. June 8, 1916, 1:5* 
(18) "Sacrificed to Suffrage," The New Republic, loc. cit», 343* 
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Needless to say when the cold and bedraggled delegates entered 

the building and were confronted by the warm and well groomed 

Antis» there was a chill in the air that had nothing to do with 

the outside temperature* The spokesman for the Association was 

Mrs* Catt, who asked on behalf of her organization that the plat¬ 

form recommend votes for women. She explained that a Federal 

Amendment was not their immediate goal, but they did expect the 

Republican Party to assist the movement in the elections held in 

individual states* The -Congressional Union's memorial asked that 

the platform contain a plank recommending the Susan B* Anthony 

Constitutional Amendment* The Anti-Suffragettes were the last to 

be heard, their petition stated that in the opinion of their organ¬ 

ization the times were too critical for the inclusion of contro- 
(19) 

versial Issues, such as women's suffrage* 

The ladies were welcomed by Senator Borah, the spokesman for 

the committee* He assured the Suffragettes that he would person¬ 

ally sponsor their petitions for the vote* IShile he was speaking, 

Senator Lodge, as Chairman, was asked to admit to the hall the 

marchers who were outside* This he refused to do on the grounds 

that the hearing might be disrupted by demonstrations, but some¬ 

one with a waggish sense of humor opened two doors and the 

paraders in large numbers poured into the Coliseum* When they 

realized that the Anti-Suffragettes were present there were 

hisses* The leaders of both the Congressional Union and the 

(19) Ibid 
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Association demanded of their followers silence* Discipline was 

exemplary and the uninvited filed from the hall, hut not before 
(20) 

the Antis had been bombarded with haughty looks* 

The Republican Convention convened Wednesday Morning, June 

8th, in a spirit of dour timidity* The four years since '12 had 

been long and politically impotent* Even now when the party was 

on the verge of again making a bid for the national vote there 

was strife and uncertainty In the ranks* In the days Immediately 

proceeding the opening of the conventions there were many rumors* 

The ones most frequently heard were: wThe Old Guard will reluc¬ 

tantly cooperate with Roosevelt in order to defeat Hughes* The 

Old Guard will negotiate with the Progressives through conference 

committees and nominate a candidate, who will command Roosevelt's 

support* The Old Guard is at sea and has lost its grip on the 
(21) 

convention*" 

The one thing clear was that these two candidates, the active 

Roosevelt and the passive Hughes, dominated the scene* In the 

thoughts of the delegates ran the knowledge that a definite re¬ 

fusal of the still silent Hughes by the Progressives, or an uncom¬ 

promising attitude on the part of the Republicans to accept 

Colonel Roosevelt, might lead to a compromise candidate* There 

were many hopeful aspirants, Senator Cummins of Iowa, Senator 

Burton, Ohio, Ex-Vice-President Fairbanks, Indiana, Peace Advocate 

(20) The New York Times. June 8, 1916, 1:5* 
(21) Editorial, The Independent. LXXXVI (June 12, 1916), 132* 
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Ilonry r^rd of lchisan, Governor 1 cCall end Corn tir *00’s of 

accac’ unottao, tom tor Chemin* Illinoio, *~r* 1 o *ry D* Loter- 

brrvdr, * 7i York lawyer, Governor ’rmbaush, cnnsylvanla, and 

laot, but pcibnoo tko neat Important, klihu Loot* However, it 

ma folt tMt a/ons thin crouo there tac not one who could A* ni* 

mto V o national econo ti the cactei t of defeating »lloon* Tlio 
(22) 

choice had to to Unshoe or Loocovolt* 

It lc inno'-nlble to emriCer Thaodoro Loonovclt without 

firmly too In; in nlnd hie crQnotlo aoocal fur nl 111 one of 

Americans* Tn 1?04 T'r* Loocovolt had boon elected oo i .oaubltcan 

with a plurality of 2,r/*3»515 votée, tî e larccet ever tolled by 

a rrcfidontlal n/Mnee up to that tine* nt four ye ro liter 

tha lie mbllc^n plurality for r* Sin ft Cccllr-vd b/ 1,233,711 vJtoe* 

In 1912 after the o^Ut in the *’ rlj,, luo *i*u resolve r« 

Lmccvolt tilled / ,119,507 votes m 1 thus Aefento* t o ixtouollc' 

candidate, r* aft, rbn n eded t oco lort v >tcn for a vl ct<ry 
(23) 

over r* i nir.tr illcjn, tha Dc-ocratia n-nlnio* 

Thiol ro wojcovolt’o rjtlxnc f)r rcautlns ti return to the 

ïdaito I* ura could lo interpreted two myo# If no ran a cup-* 

porter, Lo believed tînt jntrlotlci me the ronron, bat the 

dltrvirr 3cre declared that poser nrd pcreoual cldilflcatlcn were 

the rulin' ro. tironto* Loocovolt*o m e lee hr d a lo.-vi list of 

Mo political rofi&rooooB and orooreoo* A*.an; Ms norct faults 

cores M la nu;h t»r\3uo, Mo desertion of tl.o .n ubllmnc, hie 

attack unun . r* Taft, hlo carfmo o^nlnct trusts a A bis bielnoco, 

(22) "i orubllcon Possibilities." Tho utlnM-. c/UTT ( uno 7* 
lac), :DI. 

(23) Mill an cn mid, n hy tho uopubllcm Party icn c r* 
koocovolt,M The uiMoik. CVIIT ( ay 13, IMG), 37-d3. 
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his ruthless treatment of Colombia, his preacher tone, his 
(24) 

self-advertisement* They believed that if he occupied the 

office of President the country would shortly be at war with 
(25) 

the German-Austrian Alliance* To prove their claims of his 

instability, Roosevelt’s opponents referred to the many times 

when he had used the big stick but forgot to walk softly* In 

particular, the Colombian Question was quoted as an example* 

They charged President Roosevelt and the Administration with 
(26) 

the responsibility of fomenting the Panamian Rebellion* In 

March 1916 Mr* Roosevelt's critics were given a new opening for 

their animadversions* On March 11th the Colonel, while a visitor 

oh the island of Trinidad, had been honored with a banquet* On 

this occasion he delivered an address filled with satirical and 

harsh references to the supineness of the United States Govern¬ 

ment in relation to the war in Europe* Further he referred to 

the neutrality of President filson (not by name but by impli¬ 

cation) as "the neutrality of that arch-Judge typical of all 
(27) 

times — Pontius Pilate*" Many of the Colonel’s admiers 

admitted that in this instance he had at least been guilty of 

(24) 
(25) 

(26) 

(27) 

Ibid. 
In a letter from Mr* Roosevelt to Senator Henry Cabot Lodge 

dated February 4, 1916 found in Selections from the 
Correspondence of Theodore Roosevelt and Uenry Cabot 
Lodge, New York. 1925. II. ,480» If I had been President. 
I do not think as a matterTOTere would have been a war, 
but if in order to stop the murder of American women and 
children on the high seas or in Mexico it had been nec¬ 
essary to go to war I would have gone to war*" 

J. B* Bishop, Theodore Roosevelt and His Times. New York, 
1932, I, 270-2&3* 7 

William G* McAdoo, Crowded Years. New York, 1931# 354-355» 
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poor taste, while on the other hand his enemies asserted that 

Mr* Roosevelt's conduct, as an Ex-President of the United States 

in critizing his country before a foreign audience, plainly 

demonstrated that he had lost his sense of balance and dis- 
(28) 

cretion* It was further claimed that Roosevelt had become 

an habitual scold* His opponents recalled that Just five years 

before Roosevelt had made attacks on Taft that were similar to 
(29) 

the fulminations he was making against President Wilson* 

Many of the Republican Party objected to the Colonel as a 

candidate for the Republican nomination on the ground that he 

was no longer a member of the party* They argued that his ac¬ 

tions in 1912 precluded any consideration of him as their can¬ 

didate* It was a known fact that Mr* Roosevelt would accept the 

nomination only on his terms, and that he would insist upon 

dictating the platform and the conduct of the campaign* There 

was a strong feeling that his return to the party would not be 

that of a prodigal son but rather as a conquering hero, who 

would surrender the Republicans to the Progressives, and that 

the G.O.P» in the future would be only the right wing of the 
(30) 

Bull Moose* Perhaps the most telling point against Theodore 

(28) Ibid* A few days after the dinner an official U* S* 
Delegation under the leadership of the Secretary of the 
Treasury William McAdoo stopped in Trinidad on their way 
to Buenos Aires where they were to attend the Pan-American 
Financial Conference* They were received in Trinidad with 
studied official discourtesy. On the return of the dele¬ 
gation to Washington the British Government in the persons 
of Sir Edward Grey, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and the British Ambassador to the United States Sir Cecil 
Spring-Rice called on Mr* McAdoo and apoligized for the 
occurance* 

(29) Mark Sullivan, Our Times, New York, 1933, V, 202-203* 
(30) McDonald, loc» clt*. 90-91* 
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Roosevelt was the fact that a majority of the delegates to the 

Republican Convention had for four years cursed the Colonel as 

a Benedict Arnold* Their prestige back home had suffered and 

they had identified the sense of their own self respect with 

anti-Rooseveltism* They knew that their friends in their home 

organizations would regard them as soft and gullible fools if 
(31) 

they permitted WT«R* to get away with it now." 

The Old Guard in the party did not hold public opinion in 

very high esteem, but they found in the strong dislike of 

Roosevelt by the Pro-Germans and Anglophobes an excellent argu¬ 

ment against his acceptability as a candidate* They contended 

that the name Roosevelt was anathema to these groups* On the 

other hand they reasoned that a nominee who was acceptable to 

this bloc of voters would in all probability receive their sup¬ 

port in November* This opinion was based on the well known fact 

that President Wilson was also held in contempt by all who sym¬ 

pathized with Germany* There was much evidence to support their 

argument, Mr* Roosevelt's attacks on Germany and his openly ex¬ 

pressed endorsement of the Allied cause had alienated many 

citizens whose convictions were diametrically opposed to his. 

The battleground for the comlngpampaign was to be at the polls 

in the Mid-West and Far West* In those states there lived over 

a million voters whose nationality had been originally German, 

Austrian, Hungarian or Irish, and whose sympathies were' with 

(31) Walter Lippman, "At the Chicago Conventions," The New 
Republic, VII (June 17, 1916), 163* 
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(32) 
Germany* To demonstrate the solidity of their strength the 

German-Americans had held a convention in Chicago a few days 

prior to the gathering of the Republicans and the Progressives* 

Their purpose was either to influence or intimidate the two con¬ 

ventions into selecting a presidential candidate favourably in¬ 

clined to their cause* The convention claimed to-* represent all 

German churches, social, business and quasi-political societies, 

as well as the Bunds and the German-American press* On May 29th 

the convention drew up an ultimatum that was presented to Mr* 

Hilles, Chairman of the Republican National Committee* The 

spokesmen for the occassion were the officials of the German- 

American Newspaper Publishers Association* They stated that 

"The great mass of German voters throughout the United States, 

who in no circumstances could see their way clear to support 

either Colonel Roosevelt or Mr* Root, on the other hand welcomed 

a chance to vote for Justice Hughes, Senator Borah, Mr* Burton 
(33) 

or even Ex-Vice President Fairbanks•" The attitude of the 

convention was merely a reflection of the many statements by 

prominent German-Americans in the newspapers of that period* 

"A number of eminent professors who resided in America and taught 

in several outstanding universities -- conspicuously Doctor 

Edmund von Mach, formerly of Harvard and Wellesley; Doctor Kuno 
(34) 

Francke, Professor of German Culture at Harvard University; 

Doctor Hugo Munsterberg, Professor of Psychology at Harvard 

(32) Fredrick M* Davenport, "The Pre-Nomination Campaign, Political 
Thinking in the Middle West," The Outlook, CXIII (May 31, 
1916), 266-69- 

(33) The New York Times, June 1, 1916, 1:10. 
(34) Dr* Kuno Francke, "The Duty of German-Americans," The New 

Republic, VII (May 13, 1916), 43-44. 
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University were incited to give us light about the greater virtue 
(35) 

of the German cause»" Besides outstanding educators, the 

German-Americans had other prominent advocates for their cause, 

among these was Mr. Herman A* Metz — formerly Controller of 

New York City and a prominent member of the German-American 

Society who stated: MWe have no especial love for Wilson though 

he has shown himself to be more an American President than was 

thought possible a year ago, but we greatly prefer Wilson to 
„(36) 

Roosevelt• Mr* George Sylvester Vlereck, editor of The 

Fatherlandrwhich at that time was the leading Pro-German news¬ 

paper in the country, wrote: "We will beat Roosevelt and we 

will defeat any other candidate who takes Roosevelt's position 
„ (37) 

on foreign affairs." There were many other articles and 

statements published in the newspapers and periodicals of that 

day denouncing Mr* Roosevelt and all others who showed an un¬ 

friendly attitude to Germany or who did not favor the maintenance 

of strict neutrality* The principal argument used was that the 

United States was bound in conscience to protest against England’;! 

(35) Sullivan, op. clt., 135* 
(36) The New York Times, June 1, 1916, 1:10* 
(37) Ibid* For a complete discription of the activities of George 

Viereck see McAdoo, op. clt., 325-330* On July 24, 1915 
Mr. Viereck while being shadowed by an operator.of the 
government secret service met a Dr. Heinrich E. Albert. 
These gentlemen held their meeting in a car of the Sixth 
Avenue elevated (New York City). When Dr. Albert left 
the train he forgot his brief-case, which the Secret 
Service operator immediately purloined. The contents of 
the case revealed that the Doctor was the paymaster of a 
group of German spies, and they also explained the origin 
of numerous fires in American munitions factories and 
gave the names of perpetrators of other acts of violence . 
that had been designed to injure the Allies through 
crippling American industry and shipping. 
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Illegal blockade if we continued to condemn the Germans over 

their submarine campaign and their violation of Belgium neu- 
(38) 

trailty* 

The Pro-German groups were not the only persons who strong¬ 

ly opposed Roosevelt and his foreign policy* Numbered among his 

enemies were found the Pacifists* "They were dividedidnto two 

factions. One opposed prepardness for that war — these were to 

some extent Identical with or parallel in their aims with the 

Pro-Germans. The other group, pacifists in the more exact sense, 

opposed prepardness on principle, opposed it for any war at any 

time with anybody, the peace at-all-times-and-at-any-price- 
,.(39) 

people* In these two groups were found not only the major¬ 

ity of the country's wives and mothers, but also the Labor Unions 

who feared their hard-won concessions from Industry would be lost 

if the country should be embroiled in a war* There was no in¬ 

dication that the antipathy of the Pro-Germans defeated Mr* 

Roosevelt, but certainly the weight of their displeasure added 

to the distrust of other groups, and the hatred of the Old Guard 

tipped the scales against him. The feelings of his enemies and 

detractors was summed up in an editorial that appeared in The New 

York Times: "Republicans are not likely to pick a man of hatreds 

and resentments, a chiffonier of radicalisms* The majority of 
(40) 

them are moderate men like Mr* Taft*" 

(38) Francke, "The Duty of German-Americans," Loo* clt*, 44* 
(39) Sullivan, op* clt*, 141* 
(40) The New York Times. January 5» 1916, 1:6* 
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Like all strong men Mr* Roosevelt had enemies who hated and 

reviled him, but also many supporters who would always rally to 

his defense* These partisans sincerely believed that the Colonel 

was the man to save not only the Republican Party but the nation* 

The gist of their argument was that President Wilson would be 

reelected unless he was opposed by a candidate who possessed the 

characteristics of greatness, and only in Mr* Roosevelt could 

all these elements be found* They claimed, "Roosevelt was strong 

where Wilson was weak, courageous where Wilson was timid, clear 

and decided where Wilson was hesitant, frank and whole-hearted 

where Wilson was silent and cold, popular where Wilson was dis¬ 

liked, trusted where Wilson was suspected, feared where Wilson 
(4!) 

was ignored." They further insisted that Mr* Roosevelt had 

anticipated the only kind of a campaign that would revive 

Republicanism and distinguish it from Democracy. The Democratic 

Party has taken on a positive character* Just as it represented 

in 1912 a lukewarm and safe progrèssivism, so it is coming to 

represent in 1916 a lukewarm and safe program of national organ¬ 

ization* If the Republican Party intends, as it would be fair 

to infer from their record in Congress, merely another lukewarm 

and safe version of peace, prosperity and prepardness, there is 

no sufficient reason why they should not express their patriot¬ 

ism by Joining in the re-nomination of Mr* Wilson* The only 

living alternative to the spirit of Democratic policy is that 
M(42) 

embodied by Mr. Roosevelt* 

(41) McDonald, loc* cit*. 88* 
(42) A quotation from The New York World found in "Republican 

Debt to Roosevelt*," The New Republic, loc* clt«, 52-53* 
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It was also contended that since the olive branch and the 

dove of peace were to be the symbols of the convention the 

Republicans should show their sincerity of spirit by accepting 

Mr» Roosevelt, whose convictions on many of the issues of the 

day were identical with their own, and whose voice and pen had 

been vigorously used to confound their political enemies* It 

was further pointed out that on the subjects of the main partisan 

issues, namely protectionism, prepardness, administrative hon¬ 

esty and efficiency, Mr* Roosevelt could stand on his past record. 

There could be no quarrel with the Colonel in regard to the 

Tariff, that cornerstone of the Republican Party* Even in 1912 

after the split, he Incorporated in the Progressive Platform a 
(43) 

plank fully as protective as the one adopted by the G-*0*P. 

Second, Mr* Roosevelt had always been a firm exponent of ade¬ 

quate defense and it was during his tenure of office as President 

that the American navy reached its highest point of efficiency. 

His proponents pointed out that in the Colonel the G.O*P* would 

find a candidate whose positive and adequate prepardness program 

would in November defeat Mr* Wilson* The American voters would 

contrast the two men and programs and the result would be in¬ 

evitable: Roosevelt, the man who to a large extent had made 

prepardness a household word, as against a man who in an address 

to Congress on December 8, 1914, after the war in Europe had 

begun, called the urging of the military and civil experts for 

systematic prepardness "nothing but the talk of nervous and 

(43) Kirk H* Porter, National Political Platforms, New York, 
1924, 346, 354-355* 
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(44) 
and excited people. Would Roosevelt, after reading an article 

in The Baltimore Sun have summoned his Assistant Secretary of War 

and told him to "relieve at once every officer of the General 

Staff who. had "been instrumental in preparing a plan in the event 
(45) 

of war with Germai#;"* 

The Republicans were told to read the first plank in their 

Platform for 1908 for proof of Mr. Roosevelt's administrative 

ability. This paragraph stated: wHis administration was an epoch 

in American history." Using extravagant phraseology, the plank 

compared the Administration of Roosevelt with those of Washington 

and Lincoln. The great accomplishments of the Colonel were then 

listed. He was proclaimed as a fearless prosecutor of illegal 

trusts and monopolies; an impartial enforcer of the law; an 

avenging angel who punished evil-doers in public office; an 

arbitrator of labor disputes. In other words he was a man of 

rare talent and the Roosevelt supporters wanted the Republicans 

to remember that they were the ones who had so proclaimed. The 

G.O.P. acknowledged that Mr. Roosevelt was very gifted, but the 

scars of 1912 were still so painful that they refused to forgive 
(46) 

and forget. 

(44) The New York Times, December 8, 1944:, 1:1. 
(45) Sullivan, op. cit.. 221. After an investigation by Assistant 

Secretary of War Breckenridge, the President was informed 
that the War College were always working out plans. In 
fact they had plans in case of war with practically every 
nation on the globe. Mr. Breckenridge told the President 
that these plans were called "War Games." Mr. Wilson com¬ 
mented that, "they are not very good games." The War 
College was told to continue - with their "games" but to 
be very quiet about it* 

(46) Porter, Op. cit.. 298-299* 
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In regard to the foreign policy of this country the 

Republicans were invited to examine the Colonel*s record# His 

proponents claimed that during his Presidency such incidents as 

the Venezuela Question and the Alaskan Boundary Dispute had been 

handled with such finesse and firmness that without resorting to 

^ W) arms the rights and honor of this nation had been preserved* 

On the subject of the Wilson Administration's foreign policy 

the Republicans were reminded that Mr* Roosevelt's voice was 

the first raised against the Government's Mexican Policy as 
(48) 

well as its faltering timidity with Germany* 

Associate Justice Hughes was the other leading contender 

for the Republican mantle* In the days prior to the convention 

the contest seemed to have narrowed to one between the suppor¬ 

ters of Mr* Roosevelt and those of Mr* Hughes. If Roosevelt 

was chosen the country was well aware of the type of campaign 

he would conduct, and everyone knew that the main issue would 

be prepardness* On the other hand Mr* Hughes, while one of 

the country's great personalities, had not made known what was 

his attitude on the questions in which the public was vitally 

interested* In fact there was strong belief in many quarters 

that the Justice would refuse the nomination if it was offered 
(49) 

to him* In Mr. Hughes' silence his supporters found their 

(47) Dwight Lowell Desmond, Roosevelt to Roosevelt, New York, 

,.„v 1957» 87-sa. (48) Selected Correspondence of Theodore Roosevelt and Henry 
Cabot Lodge, 449* 

(49) Houston, op* clt«, 188-190* In a conversation that the 
Secretary had with Justice Hughes early in the spring 
of 1916 Mr. Hughes said: "I never enjoyed political 
activities, especially the speaking part," and added 
that that he knew of nothing which could induce him to 
abandon the Supreme Court and return to political life* 
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greatest headache. Because of his position on the Supreme Court 

the Justice refused to discuss whether he was a candidate or not, 

also he was silent on all the important issues of the day. Thus 

his adherents were faced with the monumental problem of how to 

get around his refusal to talk. "Hughes' silence was the hub 
(5°) 

and all other questions were the spokes that centered it." 

On June 5th Mr. Lucien Bonheur, a Progressive Jeader, demanded 

a direct answer from Mr. Hughes on how he stood on the Gernan- 

American question. This was done at Roosevelt's instigation. 

This demand was phrased as a question to the Republic Conven¬ 

tion: "Can the German-American Alliance in the interest of 

a foreign power, serve notice that no man who had incurred the 

displeasure of that foreign power or of the German-American 

Alliance be nominated to the Presidency? Mr. Hughes can keep 

silent about many things but when faced with that issue he has 

no business to be silent. Otherwise he is a candidate of the 
(51) 

German-American Alliance. The Justice still refused to 

talk, and an editorial in The New York Times said of his lack 

of loquacity that "not since the Invention of silence one might 

say, has there been a silence so tremendously potent, a silence 
„(52) 

so creative and so destructive." 

In 1910 Mr. Hughes had been appointed to the Supreme Court 

(50) "The Presidential Possibilities," The Outlook. CXIII 
(June 7, 1916), 301-302. 

(51) The New York Times, June 6, 1916, 1:6* 
(52) Ibid., 1:6. 
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and since that time had taken no active part in politics; 

consequently neither the public nor the Republican Party knew 

whether he was a Progressive or a member of the G.O.P. One 

'thing, however, that the leaders of the Republican Party well 

knew was the fact that Mr* Hughes could not be controlled. He 

had shown them during his terms as Governor of New York that he 

would sponsor and support any legislation that he considered to 

be for the public good whether it coincided with; the Party's 
(53) 

policy or not. The Republicans faced that June the dilemma 

of choking either a man whose policies were known and mistrusted, 

or a man who had made no comment on the Issues of the day. But 

despite their dislike and distrust of both Roosevelt and Hughes 

it was Imperative that they select one or the other, because 

they could not hope to win the support of the public in November 

with an^candidate who was considered as second rate or a party 

hack. 

(53) '‘Rise of Hughes in Politics,” The American Review of Reviews, 
LIII (February 1916), 10. 

(54) Houston, op. clt.. 190. 



CHAPTER II 

THE REPUBLICAN AND PROGRESSIVE CONVENTIONS 

Despite the lavish gold and white decorations, loud music, 

colorful state standards and a full gallery, the tone of the 

Republican Convention was both subdued and decorous, a decorum 

of uncertainty and timidity* This great calm was in interest¬ 

ing contrast to 1912 when the air had been charged with elec¬ 

tricity, and both the Old Guard group and the Progressive wing 

had been vibrant with vitality, passion and determination* This 

convention would see no spirited contest over delegated creden¬ 

tials, nor would the selection of a permanent chairman arouse 
(1) 

any emotion* Instead, on the morning of June 8, 1916, some¬ 

where between 10,000 and 12,OO0graven images gathered together 

and viewed each other with cold unwinking eyes and chilled 

steel faces for something like three hours and then dispersed* 

During those three hours they demonstrated convincingly the 

hitherto unrealized powers of the human race in the matter of 

not getting excited* The convention could have been favorably 

* (2) compared to an animated graveyard*" There were many factors 

(1) William Allen White, The Autobiography of William Allen 
White, New York, 1946, 409-477* In 1912 there had been 
a heated contest of the seating of delegates, on several 
occasions there had been fist-fights between the Roosevelt 
delegates and those of Taft* The selection of a permanent 
chairman also caused bitter feeling between the supporters 
of Roosevelt who wished to elect Governor McGovern of 
Wisconsin and the Taft adherents who sponsored Ellhu Root* 

(2) The New York Times, ^Tune 8, 1916, 1:1* 
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that, contributed to the change but perhaps the most Important 

one was the character of the delegates themselves* Great care 

had been taken in the selection of the membership of the con¬ 

vention* This task was made easier by the fact that so many 

efficient leaders had withdrawn in 1912, and although a major¬ 

ity had returned to the fold they were neither in the position 

nor the mood to struggle for delegates in the primary campaigns* 
i 

While the delegates had been carefully screened they were toy no 

means mere party hacks or docile political incapables* They 

were men of substance and assured party position, whose party 

viewpoint and stolidness were guarantees that they would not be 

stampeded into accepting anyone or anything that did not bear 
(4) 

the Republican trademark and the "o.k." of their approval* 

The debacle of 1912 had lessened the position and the control 

of the Old Guard of 1916 and they had no intention of heedless¬ 

ly following their leadership* The day had passed when the 

rank and file of the party accepted the mouthings of Barnes, 

Penrose and Murray Crane as words from the Book of Revelation* 

Charles D* Hllles, the Chairman of the National Committee, 

opened the session* The text of his entire oration could be 

reduced to the word patriotism* He ended his speech thus: To 

paraphrase McKinley — this is a year when patriotism is 
„(5) 

politics and politics is patriotism*" After those heady words 

the crowd was asked to sing two verses of America* When the 

vocal effort was finished the Temporary Chairman, Senator 

Warren G* Harding, was introduced and delivered his address* 

(3) 

(3) Davenport, "Preliminary Impressions of the Chicago Conven¬ 
tions," loe. clt*. 354* 

(4) White, Autobiography, p* 71 
(5) The New York Times, June 8, 1916, 1:1* 
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The Senator had stage presence and a clear though monotonous 

voice, hut he lacked the ability to give substance to his remarks 

although they were well and epigrammatically phrased* He con¬ 

fined his speech for the most part to an attack on the Wilson 

Administration* Since this address had been revised many times 

everyone was aware that the Temporary Chairman expounded party 
(6) 

thought which later would be embodied in the platform* In his 

first remarks he sounded the themes the Republicans would use 

in their slogan, Americanism and Prepardness* On the subject 

of the former he first paid tribute to the Americanism of the 

foreign born and then made a number of castigating remarks 

about, wa few zealots who would impugn the nation* s neutrality*" 

He-further declared, "that our Government must protect American 

rights at home, on our borders, on the sea, and in any land 
(7) 

and under every sun* Prepardness, a word that had been 

given body and meaning by Mr* Roosevelt, was also an expression 

that gave Senator Harding an opportunity to rise to oratorical 

heights. He declared, "that American unarmed and untrained 

will be a nation practically assured of war*" He also critic¬ 

ized the Adminstration*s Army Reorganization Bill and accused 

the Democrats of trying to sabotage the Naval Expansion Bill* 

Mr* Wilson was described as using more theotoric than resolution* 

(6) "Chicago the Political Focus, The American Review of 
Reviews (June, 1916), 643* 

(7) Charles Seymour, the Intimate Papers of Colonel House. 
New York, 1926, 36b* In a letter written prior to the 
opening of the Republican Convention, Colonel House 
wrote to President Wilson: "I had an advance copy of 
Senator Harding's keynote speech and I thought to send 
it to you, but it was so tame that I decided that it 
was not worth while*" 
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In discussing the Mexican Situation the Senator said: "Under 

the pretext of non-intervention in Mexico the Democratic Admin¬ 

istration miserably meddled. In the name of peace they en¬ 

couraged the revolution and the cost of American sacrifices 

was charged to needless war on Huerta, where the real expendi¬ 

ture required only the voice of authority demanding the protec¬ 

tion of American rights•** Tne Temporary Chairman labored to 

arouse a spark in his cold and Inanimate audience but his 

efforts were only rewarded "when rising inflections at the 

end of a sentence indicated that Senator Harding wished them 

to cheer, then a certain number would simultaneously open their 

mouths and make a conscious noise•" He further Illustrated his 

points by the use of six standard gestures, which while rhyth- 
(8) 

mical were a little tiring on the eye* 

When the time arrived to discuss the deathless principle 

of the Republican Party, the Tariff, Senator Harding said: 

"The protective tariff under the Republican Administrations 

made the American workman the best paid in the world* The rate 

of American wages are thrice to ten times that of Old World 

competition." Then he went on to say that "we are willing to 

standardize the wages of the world. We do not mean to lower 

our scales to effect the leveling, but we want the world measure¬ 

ments raised to our heights." Through out his keynote speech 

(8) The New-York Times. June 8, 1916, 1:1. In his Autobio¬ 
graphy , 522, William Allen White said that this part of 
Harding's speech was so bitter that he, White, thought 
him deliberately cruel and unfair to Roosevelt. 
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Senator Harding had dexterously juggled the olive branch and 

the dove of peace, but towards the end he momentarily left them 

suspended in mid-air when he exhorted *the Republicans"not to 

yield to the expedience of adopting every ephemeral whim because 

devotion to country and its ultimate good of times demand opposi¬ 

tion to momentary popularity." The speech was rewarded by some 

courteous and necessary noise# After a few minutes of routine 

business the convention and the icy crowd went into an even 

colder street# 

In sharp contrast, the Progressives opened their convention 

a few blocks away# The Belegates, a thousand strong, were eager, 

earnest and very much alive, and represented as solid a body of 

idealists as ever assembled# "From all parts of the country 

and from such outlying points as Alaska and Hawaii, they had 

come intent on doing a great historic deed# Their leader, 

Theodore Roosevelt, had made the issue and with that issue and 
tl<9) 

that, leader they were going to victory and vindication# 

These Progressives were neither starry-eyed dreamers nor wild- 

.eyed radicals but a body who were truly representative of their 

country# They were made up of the substantial men of affairs 

from the East, men from the West whose countenances were bronzed 

by weather and seamed with experience, and Southerners who had 

broken with tradition and had suffered the consequences; in 
(10) 

1916 as in 1912 there were women dêlegates to the convention# 

(9) Ernest Hamlin Abbot, "The Progressives at Chicago," 
The Outlook, CXIII, (June 21, 1916), 423# 

(10) Ibid. 
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Unlike the Republicans, who were chilled with uncertainty, 

the Progressives knew what they wanted, and the 48 delegations 

had one idea, spontaneous and untrammeled loyalty to one man* 

The only point of difference was the tactics to be employed* 

wThe hotheads, the irreconcilables, were for nominating Roosevelt 

at once, adopting a platform Immediately, and prompt adjourn¬ 

ment* On the other hand the cooler heads counseled moderation 

and deliberation, because they realized the importance of union*” 

Neither group were men to wait on ceremony and the Temporary 

Chairman, Raymohd Robbins of Illinois, was elected by acclama¬ 

tion* His, introduction was made by George M. Perkins, the 

Chairman of the Progressive National Committee* In the opening 

paragraph of the keynote speech Mr* Robbins referred to the 
(12) 

Colonel asj "the foremost citizen in the world," and this 

started the fireworks* "At the mention of Theodore Roosevelt’s 

name they flung off all restraint, and the Chairman was lost 

in a maze of shouting, marching, singing man and women, who 

thronged the aisles, clambered over chairs, trooped upon the 

stage, waved their flags and banners* One delegate bore aloft 

a banner Inscribed, "The People Want Theodore Roosevelt, a 

Regular American" (a retort to the Republican slogan demanding 

(11) Ibid* William Allen White described the division in the 
party as the Western Progressives who adxo'.cated nominat¬ 
ing Roosevelt no later than Thursday, and then to adjourn 
after empowering their National Committee to work out 
with the Republicans a fusion plan on the Vice-President, 
and the Eastern Progressives who wanted reunion with the 
Republicans even if it meant accepting a compromise can¬ 
didate* It was the Eastern faction that blocked 
Roosevelt’s nomination until the eleventh hour* For more 
information see White, Autobiography, 523-527* 

(12) The New York Times, June 8, 1916, 1:3* 
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a Regular Republican) • " This tumult broke all previous 

records by lasting one hour and thirty-four minutes, but under¬ 

neath this demonstration was the feeling that it was made to 

order, and that the order was emphatic — there had to be a 

great burst of enthusiasm* Perhaps the undercurrent of despera¬ 

tion was caused by the bitter knowledge of a few of the leaders 

that Roosevelt, like Moses, could not be chosen to lead his 

fellow men to the Promised Land* "After the 1912 election 

Roosevelt knew — though not all the Progressives shared his 

expertly sure Judgment — .that he had not succeeded in creating 

a new party* He had carried many states and had received more 

votes than the Republican Taft* But Roosevelt, the man^had 

carried them, not the Progressive Party* He also knew that 

after the Republicans and the Progressives both had lost to 

Wilson, he was Judged guilty of having split the Republican 

Party and now he could hardly hojoe^to be taken back by its 

embittered leaders and members." The test had taken place 

in 1914 when only a tiny handful of Progressive candidates had 

been elected to the Senate, House, governships or other offices* 

Roosevelt understood that his party was dead, yet he was obliged 

to show encouragement to his followers, and to repeat and assert 

(13) Abbot, ttThe Progressives at Chicago," loc* clt*« 424* 
(14) Sullivan, op* clt*. 197-198♦ Also read White, Autobiography, 

op* clt*« 521* In the early spring of 1916 Mr. Roosevelt 
and Mr* White met in Kansas City* At that time Mr* 
Roosevelt said, "he did not want to make the sacrifice 
and run, because he believed that Wilson would be 
reelected." He also declared that, ":he did not want to 
be a martyr, that he might fizzle out as a perennial 
third-party candidate, and the prospect — looking back 
at General Weaver of the Greenbackers and Populists — 
disconcerted him." He had no desire for posthumous 
glory," 198. 
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that the party would continue:, and the cause go on* Loyalty 

demanded that he maintain the fiction that there was a Progress¬ 

ive Party and that it had hope* It was with a heavy heartthat 

the Colonel in Oyster Bay heard by telephone the distant cheers* 

After order was restored Mr* Robbins continued with his 

speech, which was filled with subtle hints. His first verbal 

trial ballon was released when he said: "Bear names must not be 
„U5) 

clung to at the expense of harmony*" His object was to dis¬ 

cover if the delegates were prepared to follow a compromise 

candidate in the event Roosevelt did not receive the Republican 

nomination* This remark was met by stony silence* He then 

veered back to the original theme * Roosevelt and only Roosevelt 

as the candidate* From there he went on to outline the domestic 

policies of the party* He declared without qualification for 

universal suffrage and universàl military service* These words 

were well received* On the subject of prepardness Mr* Robbin 
„ „U6) 

said: "An unarmed America is a defenseless America*" Refer- 

ing to the Hyphenates, the Chairman stated: "Lesser differences 

must be sunk for the protection of the principles of America 

imperilled by an alien endeavor in other lands and alien' 
(17) 

thought in this country*" He aroused a group from the 

Southern border states when he stated: *£hat“Americans should 
(18) 

be protected in their right to live in peace on the border*" 

(15) The New York Times. June 8, 1916, 1:3* 
(16) "The Progressives at Chicago," The American Review of 

Reviews, LIV (July, 1916), 4. 
(17) Ibid* 
(18) Howland, "The Progressives at Chicago," loc*clt*, 476* 
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He lightly touched on the other planks such as the Tariff, 

social Justice, etc» After the address was finished the dele¬ 

gates gave the Chairman a rousing ovation» 

It was then proposed to the convention that overtures he 

made to the Republicans with the view of joining them in a 

conference by committee* This counsel was not taken without 

vigorous and clamorous dissent on the part of the delegates 

from the West, but finally the motion was adopted and an invi¬ 

tation was sent to the Republicans, who accepted» It was agreed 

that the Progressives should select a committee of five men and 

the Republicans should do likewise» The purpose behind this con¬ 

ference was to bring about an amalgamation of policies and the 

Presidential nominee» After the announcement of the Republican 
(19) 

acceptance the convention adjourned amidst thunderous applause. 

The G-.O.P. selected Senator Smoot of Utah; President Butler, 

Columbia University; Mr» A» R. Johnson of Ohio, Senator Borah 

of Idaho; and Senator Crane.of Massachusetts, to represent the 

party at the conference» The Progressive committee members 

were Governor Hiram Johnson of California; Mr» Horace B» 

Wilkerson of New York; Mr. Jonn M* Parker of Louisiana; and 

Mr» Charles J. Bonaparte of Maryland» The first meeting of 

the Harmony Conference (as it was called) took place on the 

evening of June 8th. For the rank and file of the Bull Moose, 

the success of this conference meant the difference between the 

life and the death of their party. "When the Progressives 

(19) "The Progressive Party-an ©bituary," The New Republic, 
VII (June 17, 1916), 160. 
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assembled in Chicago they felt that a large and influential 

faction of the Republican Party were still firm believers in 

political autocracy, legalistic conservatism and industrial ex¬ 

ploitation# A reunion of the Progressives would have been 

tantamount to capitulation unless they could force the nomina¬ 

tion of Roosevelt on the G-.O.P# If they were successful in 

doing this at least they could have saved their faces by ex¬ 

changing their candidate for their principles# They could then 

pretend that the Republicans, by accepting their chief, had 

ended the quarrel with the frank admission of the indispensa- 
(20) 

billty of Mr# Roosevelt# 

The Bull Moose Party, as the Progressives were still common¬ 

ly called, opened their convention the next day in a mood of 

hopeful expectancy* They received the news that the Republican 

committe had no candidate to suggest",to them, and had no argu¬ 

mentai answer to the Progressives’ claims for their candidate# 

Both committees had agreed that the welfare of the country de¬ 

pended on the restoration of power to those who supported the 

policies of both the Republican and Progressive parties. The 

G-#0#P. committee had been noncommital on the subject of 

Roosevelt's candidacy# When the word "unite” was spoken the 

Progressive delegates cheered for several minutes, and a few 

moments later, when word was received that the name of Roosevelt 

had been applauded by the delegates at the Coliseum, the Bull 

Moosers went wild# But excited as they were by hope the 

(20) Abbott, "The Progressives at Chicago," loc# clt«, 425# 
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Progressives refused to be swept off their feet and insisted 
(21) 

on explicitness in the statement of their principles* 

The main business of the day for both conventions was the 

presentation of their platforms to the delegates* The Republi¬ 

can Committee on Referendums had Senator Henry Cabot Lodge as 

its Chairman, while the Progressives had chosen Dean William 

Draper Lewis as their Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions* 

The chief significance of the platforms that were offered and 

adopted by both parties was their points of similarity* They 

showed no real difference in principles and none that was neces¬ 

sarily irreconcilable* The two platforms could have been 

written by the same person, and they might have been inter¬ 

changed without shocking or offending the feelings or convic¬ 

tions of either body of delegates* The spirit was the same, 

and in many of the statements the language was almost identi¬ 

cal* In neither document was found even a trace of animosity 

toward the policies of the other* Both platforms professed the 
(22) 

same ambitions and held to the same economic theories* 

Americanism, adequate preparation for defense, were the 

principal planks in both platforms* These were the issues 

in the minds and hearts of the people* Both parties recognized 

that it would be to those declarations that the voters would 

turn first* On the subject of adequate defense the Progressive 

platform was the more specific: it demanded a regular army of 

(21) Ibid. 
(22) "The Comparison of Platforms,M The Literary Digest.LII 

(June 17, 1916), 1762. . , 
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250,000 men fully equipped and trained and a citizen soldiery 

that was to he armed, supplied and controlled by the Government* 

The Republican set no particular figure for the number of sol¬ 

diers for the army but they did demand ”a sufficient and effec¬ 

tive regular army" and wanted ample reserves already trained 

and disciplined "who can be called to the colors when the hour 
(23) 

of danger comes*" A number of political specialists of that 

time noted that the National Guard Lobby, which had been very 

active in Chicago, had successfully exerted its influence with 

the Republicans* Their plank did not insist on full Federal 
(24) 

control over the reserves* The Progressives also called for 
(25) 

universal military training* Both Parties favored a strong 

navy* The Bull Moose wanted a navy "restored to at least second 
(26) 

rank in battle efficiency, while the Republicans asked for 

a navy so strong that "no enemy can effect a landing in force 
(27) 

on either our Western or Eastern coast*" 

The declarations of both parties on Americanism were sound 

§nd sufficient proclamations of their beliefs on that subject* 

In neither document could be found any paltering words that 

would appeal for the support of any class of voters who did 

not take their Americanism full strength* The Progressives 

insisted upon "a deep loyalty and undivided allegiance to 

(23) Porter, op* clt*. 397* 
(24) The New York Times. June 9, 1916, 1:6* 
(25) Porter, op* cit*, 377* 
(2b) "The Comparison of Platforms," loc* clt*, 1763* 
(27) Porter, op* clt*. 399* 
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America," a loyalty that would keep "America's great heritage 
(28) 

and traditions unfaltering in the first place»" The G.O.P. 

stood "for a united people true to American ideals, loyal to 

American traditions, knowing no allegiance except to the 
„(29) 

Constitution» 

One of the planks of both platforms dealt with the country?9 

foreign policy. The Progressives and the Republicans criticized 

the Democratic Administration's supine submission to the inva¬ 

sions of the country's rights and its indifference to the wrongs 

of weaker nations» The wording of the Republican plank was al¬ 

most the same* It said: "We believe that peace and neutrality 

as well as the dignity and Influence of the United States, cannot 

be preserved by shifty expedients, by phrase making^ » » • or 

by attitudes ever changing in order to secure the votes of the 

people* The present Administration has destroyed our Influence 
(30) 

Abroad and humiliated us in the eyes of our own people ..." 

The Bull Moose party in only slightly different languages 

said: "We as members of an international community are sub¬ 

ject to certain basic duties; to secure the right of equal 

treatment of our citizens, native or naturalized, on land and 

sea, without regard to race, creed, or nativity, to guard the 

honor and uphold the influences of our nation, and to maintain 

the integrity of international law .... We earnestly desire 

to keep peace, but there are higher things which we must keep if 

(28) Ibid.. 374. 
(29) Ibid.. 388. 
(30) Ibid., 397* 
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we would keep faith as Washington and Lincoln kept it*” 

The next part of the plank was a typical Roosevelt state¬ 

ment; with no imagination at all it was possible to visualize 

the Colonel at Sagamore Hill writing that declaration* The 

plank stated that while peace was desirable it must not be 

bought at the price of the nation's honor, and that the Progress¬ 

ive Party while it did not want war was not afraid to demand 

from the world recognition of this country's rights* The Bull 

Moose, unlike the Democratic Party, would not submit the country 
(32) 

to indignities in order to obtain votes. 

Surprisingly enough the Republican plank was far more 

outspoken than the Progressives' declaration on the Mexican 

situation* Lacking was the fire that colored the speeches 

which the Colonel had made throughout the Mid West; in no 

phrase was to be found real vituperation of Wilson's Adminis¬ 

tration* There was criticism, but the animosity that the 

Party's chief had expressed so often was not there* In no 

sentence or paragraph could one find expressed the bitterness 
(33) 

that flavored Roosevelt's tirades about Mexico The Progress¬ 

ive plank merely expressed sympathy for the people of Mexico 

and with those American citizens who had suffered outrages at 

the hands of irresponsible persons in Mexico* They ended 

their declaration by stating that the Progressive Party would 

(3D Ibid*, 377* 
(32) irRoôsevelt at Detroit." The Outlook, CXIII (May 31, 

1916), 264. 
(33) "The Comparison of Platforms," loc* clt*, 1763* 
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remedy the wrongs and protect the citizens of this country* The 

Republicans in stronger language declared: MWe express horror 

and indignation at the outrages which have been and aie being 

perpetrated by the Mexican bandits upon American men and women 

who are in Mexico by Invitation of the laws and the Government 

of that country • • • " The G*0*P« denounced, in biting words, 

the "indefensible methods of interference" that the Wilson Ad¬ 

ministration had employed in dealing with the internal affairs 

of Mexico* The plank went on to say that the United States 

had a duty not only to Mexico, as her nearest and strongest 

neighbor, but also to the rest of the world to terminate such 

conditions* "This Government had failed in her sacred trust" 

said the Republicans, "First, by failure of such conditions 

through recognitions of one of the factions responsible for 

these outrages." The Republicans then pledged themselves to 

restore and maintain order in Mexico, and to adequately protect 
(34) 

citizens on or near the border* 

Both parties declared for protective tariff, and favored 

a tariff commission* The Progressive plank stated that the 

protective system was essential for national prosperity, and 

added that the exact and complete knowledge necessary to as¬ 

certain the protection we need can only be secured by a com- 
(35) 

mission* The Republicans restated their historic position* 

Their plank suggested: "Through wise tariff and industrial 

legislation our industries can be organized that they might 

become not only a commercial bulwark but a powerful aid to 

(34) Porter, op. clt*. 396 
(35) Ibid*, 375- 
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(36) 
national defense." The G*0*P* ended this plank hy con¬ 

demning the Underwood Tariff Act as a complete failure* 

The Democratic Adminiatration was criticized by both the 

Progressives and the Republicans for its attempt to abandon 

the Philippines, and these parties renewed their allegiance to 

the Philippine policy of the last three Republican Presidents, 

McKinley, Roosevelt and Taft* They reaffirmed their beliefs 

in the Monroe Doctrine and declared for closer relations with 

Latin America* The Progressives inserted a social Justice 

plank which stated; "A nation to survive must stand for the 

principle of social Justice and industrial Justice* We have 

no right to expect continued loyalty from an opprest class . . • 
,, ( 37 ) 

A country must be worth living in to be worth fighting for*" 

The last plank of the Republican platform dealt with 

woman's suffrage* Senator Lodge, who was reading the document 

to the convention said: "The Republican Party reaffirming its 

faith in the Government of the people • • * as a measure of 

Justice to one half of the adult people of this country favor 
(38) 

the extension of the franchise to women*" Having made that 

statement he paused, thus affording an opportunity for a 

pleasant demonstration by the friends of woman's suffrage who 

had filled the galleries and who had anxiously awaited that 

moment* After the shouting had died Senator Lodge resumed 

his reading* In a louder tone and with biting emphasis on 

the words he concluded by saying; "But recognize the right 

(36) Ibid., 398. 
(37) kiThe Comparison of Platforms," loc* cit*, 1763* 
(38) Ibid. 
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(39) 
of each state to settle this question for itself*" When he 

finished that sentence Jeers broke out all over the Coliseum, 

with sympathetic spectators and the delegates from suffrage 

states feeling that the Senator by pausing so dramatically 

had displayed a very sardonic sense of humor* On the bther 

hand the Progressive plank was all that the supporters of 

the su^^rage movement could have wanted* It stated: "We be¬ 

lieve that the women of this country who share with the men 

the burdens of Government in time of peace, and make equal 

sacrifice in time of war, should be given the full political 
(AO) 

right of suffrage either by state or Federal action." 

After Senator Lodge finished reading the proposed plat¬ 

form, Mr* E* J* Goss of Wisconsin presented the minority report, 

in which was found the Pro-German and the Pacifist strength* 

It was a La Follette platform from start to finish* This 

report contained the recommendation for Government operation 

of mines, it declared against the export of munitions, and 

demanded Government ownership of munition plants. The reading 

of this report was only occasionally interrupted by yells of 

dissent, Senator Harding's warnings having been listened to 
(Al) 

with respect* 

The historic moment which determined where the Republican 

Party stood In the world crisis arrived and passed when the 

convention without appreciable discordance approved the planks 

(39) Howland, "The Progressives at Chicago," loo* clt«, A76-A77* 
(AO) Porter, op* clt*. 398* 
(Al) The New York Times, June 9* 1916, 1:1* 
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recommended by the Committee of Referendums. This was done 

despite the presence of the Michigan delegation which had 

come instructed to support Henry Ford and his pacifist pol¬ 

icy; the Wisconsin delegates from the home state of La Follette; 

the Nebraska delegation that had arrived fresh from a primary 

where those great apostles of peace and pacifism, Ford and 

Cummins, had contested for their vote; and some one hundred 

and eleven accredited delegates of the purest German-American 

lineage. The Pacifist and the G-erman-American influences had 

done their utmost, but in the end not even their advocates 

had dared to oppose the will of the majority. The platform*s 

approval was almost unanimous, there being only three opposing 
(42) 

votes. The session closed with the reading of a letter from 

Mr. 0. K. Davis, Secretary of the Progressive National Committee, 

who had been appointed secretary for the Harmony; Conference. 

This letter merely reported on the progress of the two com¬ 

mittees. Despite the fact that this report really said noth¬ 

ing, it was greeted by the loudest applause of the day. Apathy 

was gone and the period of watchful waiting was over; instead 
(43) 

the convention had assumed the appearance fcf cheerful confidence. 

In the case of the Progressives, their platform expressed 

the wishes of Theodore Roosevelt and as such were accepted as 

gospel. There was only one occasion during this session of 

the convention when the delegates were not of one mind on the 

subject of the planks, and that was when the question of 

(42) Ibid. 
(43) Walter Lippman, ”At the Chicago Conventions,” The New 

Republic. VII (June 17, 1916), 163* 
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National Prohibition was raised* After a full debatè it was 

decided that although the party as a whole believed in Nation¬ 

al Prohibition and were willing to have the delegates put 

themselves on record as favoring it individually, it was not 

going to swamp all the other Issues in the platform by includ- 
(44) 

ing a prohibition plan* 

All the while the platform was being discussed by the con¬ 

vention, the two factions in the Progressive party had been 

eyeing each other with distrust* George W. Perkins, a Morgan 

partner, Chairman of the National Committee, and the leader of 

the Eastern Progressives, was aware that the other group, who 

included such men as William Allen White, Harold Ickes, Bràin- 

bridge Colby, Governor Hiram Johnson, Gifford Pinchot and 

others, were up to something* The night before these conspir¬ 

ators had held a secret session and at that time they planned 

a coup d'etat* It was agreed among them that before the session 

on Thursday adjourned they would try to make a surprise nomina¬ 

tion of Roosevelt* "The next afternoon word was received by 

this group that the Republicans were entering the order of 

nominating a candidate — which did not mean they were going 

to vote that day but rather make speeches for a time -- I 

(William Allen White) sent word to our fellow conspirators* 

We tried to make a premature nomination* Gifford Pinchot rose 

in the convention, got the Chairman's eye, and was about to 

speak* Perkins, on the platform like a terrier at a rathole, 

(44) Howland, "The Progressives at Chicago," loo* clt*, 475* 
For further information on the Prohibition Question see 
Paul McKown, Certain Important Domestic Policies of 
Woodrow fllsont Philadelphia, 1932, lo-ll* 



42 

Instinctively realized what was ahead* He created a diversion; 

turned Chairman Robbins around* During the diversion, the 

speaker (Gifford Pinchot) was silent* A motion to adjourn came 

and left the speaker standing* The motion to adjourn may have 

been — I have always thought it was — on signal from Perkins, 

who feared that we of the left wing would force the nomination 
(45) 

of Roosevelt a day before the Republicans were ready to ballot•" 

This day of the convention marked the real end of the Progressive 

Party, because after that time there was never an opportunity 

to nominate Roosevelt and force the hand of the Republican Party 
(46) 

before the nomination of Hughes became a certainty* 

The third day, Friday, June 9th, saw the Republican 

Convention proceeding steadily and stolidly upon its appointed 

course* "Everything had been done in a stereotyped way on a 
(47) 

stereotyped timetable and in stereotyped language." The 

delegates had been docile and submissive because up until 

then they did not know who they wanted to lead the party in 

November* There was no candidate that the convention was 

ready and eager to follow* A few delegateûX'solidily for 

favorite sons and a smaller few voted as they had been directed 

by the voters at the Presidential primaries, but for the most 

part hundreds cast their votes in the first balloting not from 

(45) White, Autobiography, 524* Mr* White in the same book but 
on page 484 described George Perkins, whomhe distrusted 
and dislike^ as being "spick and span, oiled and curled 
like an Assyrian bull, and a young one, trim and virile*" 

(46) "Fruitless Efforts at Bargaining," The American Review of 
Reviews, LIV (June 1916), 4* Also see, "Too Ready to 
Compromise," Ibid*, 5* 

(47) Howland, "The Conventions at Chicago," loc* clt*, 475* 
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(47) 
from strong convictions but because they had to vote for someone. 

The convention was offered one short of a dozen candidates 

that day. Each of these gentlemen was claimed "to be the very 

man to re-unite the party, defeat the Democrats in November, 

save the state, restore the Republic to its former glory — 

sullied now by the crimes of Democratic ineptitude — to bring 

peace to a warring world, and to set the miilealun several 
(48) 

notches along its road. For nine and a half hours the 

delegates and the visitors were subjected to nominating speeches 

and seconding orations. Those were hours of rant and bellow 

punctuated by speeches and roars, because the favoritism of 

a favorite son was measured by the number of minutes of yell¬ 

ing and howling that could be envoked at the mention of his 

name. In addition to the waves of oratory that gradually 

numbed the brains of the assembled people, the advocates of 

a favorite son used skyrockets, plnwheels, torpedoes, and 

giant firecrakers to harass the ear drums and paralyze the 
(49) 

optic nerves. The orators again and again spoke of the 

flag, all its stars and all its stripes; Americanism was 

referred to so often that word lost all its meaning and 

» K(50) became the latest glass egg of American politics," and 

the final oral infamy was the dragging about and mauling of 
(51) 

the name of Lincoln. Mr. Fredrick M. Davenport wrote: 

(47) Howland, "The Conventions at Chicago, loc.clt., 475* 
(48) "Some of the Candidates," The American Review of Reviews, 

LIII (June, 1916), 643* 
(49) Howland, "The Conventions in Chicago," lQC'»~ clt.. 475* 
(50) "Americanism," The New Republic, VII (June 3. 1916, 105. 
(51) Lippman, "At the Chicago Conventions," loc. clt.^ 164. 

i 

) 
/ 
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"Until the convention got to understand its own mind as late 

as Friday afternoon I was afraid that Ahraham Lincoln would 

be nominated in spite of himself and in spite of his absence 

from earthly scenes* It seemed to me that he missed it several 

times only by a hair* And then I wondered. Suppose he had 

appeared in the flesh and had told the convention directly and 

plainly beforehand, as he knew how, Just where he stood on 

"divided allegiance", for example. I wonder whether they 

would have nominated him after all* I wonder whether he 
(52) 

would have been regarded as available." 

The results of the first ballot showed that Mr* Hughes 

had 253i votes which were more than twice as many as were cast 

for his nearest competitor, Senator Elihu Root who received 

103. Senator Cummins was given 85, Senator Weeks, 81; 

Senator Sherman, 65; Senator Burton 77i* Mr. Fairbanks, 74è, 

Mr. Roosevelt, 65; Senator Knox, 36; Mr. Henry Ford, 32; 

Governor Brumbaugh, 29; Senator La Follette, 25; ex-President 

Taft, 14; Mr. DuPont, 12; Governor Willis, 1; Senator Harding, 1; 

General Leonard Wood, 1; Mr. John Wanamaker, 1; and two dele- 
(53) 

gates did not vote. One-fourth of the states solidly cast 

their votes for their favorite sons, while the remainder of 

the delegations scattered their support. The Texas delegates 

were typical of men waiting for a lead. . The state was allowed 

26 votes, and on the first ballot Burton received 1, Cummins, 1; 

DuPont,!; Fairbanks 1; Root, 1; Weeks, 1; Roosevelt, 1; 

(52) Davenport, "Passing the Crisis in the Republican Conven¬ 
tion," loc. clt., 422* 

(53) Howland, "The Conventions at Chicago," loc. cit«, 477* 
Also see The New York Times, June 10, 1916, 1:2. 
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Sherman, 1; Borah, 1; Hughes, 1; McCall, 1; Willis, 1; and 

Taft, 14* The first change came when Governor Brumbaugh1, of 

Pennsylvania requested that his name be withdrawn from the 

list of candidates* This took place after the result* of the 

first ballot was announced* He asked the convention: "Why 

don't we nominate the man that fits the platform we've adopted, 
(54) 

Theodore Roosevelt* Despite the Governor's advocacy the 

next roll call showed that the Colonel had added but 15 votes 

to his 65» while Justice Hughes had added 75» The next break 

came when on the second ballot the Massachusetts delegation 

abandoned their solid support of Senator Weeks* That state 

had 36 votes, and they gave Senator Weeks, 19; Justice Hughes, 
(55) 

12; Colonel Roosevelt, 5* After the votes of the second 

ballot were counted Justice Hughes had received three times 

as many as his next highest competitor* At that time the 

anti-Hughes forces moved that the session be adjourned, be¬ 

cause they feared that if another ballot were cast Hughes 

would receive enough votes to elect him then and there* The 

motion did carry but not without dissent on the part of the 

Hughes supporters, who feared that if the convention recessed 

at that time their candidate, who was leading, might become 

the victim of a conspiracy engineered by the proponents of 

the favorite sons* After nine wearisome hours the convention 

did adjourn that night at 9:50.^56* 

(54) Ibid* For further Information on why Governor Brumbaugh 
withdrew in favor of Roosevelt see D|venport, "Prelimi¬ 
nary Impressions of the Chicago Conventions," loc* clt», 355* 

(55) The New York Times, June 10, 1916, 1:2* 
(56) Ibid* 
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An interesting sidelight on that Friday night was the fact 

that after the adjournment a number of the New York delegation 

held a meeting for the purpose of drafting a telegram to Justice 

Hughes» This message informed the Justice that he had received 

the leading number of votes on the first two ballots, and asked 
(57) 

him if he would accept the nomination if it was given to him* 

The swing of the Republican Convention toward Hughes was 

a unique spectacle in American politics» The Justice had not 

permitted anyone to speak for him, anyone to prepare demon¬ 

strations for him or gnyone to pay for him. This was in con¬ 

trast to the other candidates who used every political device 

to Influence the delegates» Senator Weeks of Massachusetts 

held court in a red satin and gold leaf parlor, frpm whence 

he distributed free badges, free cigars, free smiles and free 

advice* The Indiana delegation, which was sponsoring ex-Vlce 

President Fairbanks, elaborately decorated their headquarters 

with sheafs of wheat and ears of corn» In this rural atmos¬ 

phere the delegates and other visitors were extended the 

privilege of shaking the hand not only of Mr» Fairbanks but 

had the added honor of being presented to the Republican boss 

of the state, Mr» Jim Watson» The atmosphere in the Roosevelt 

Republican rooms was bustling and business-like,* The chief 

ornament in those quarters was a statuette of the Colonel as 
(58) 

a Rough Rider» Justice Hughes had no parlor, no corn and 

(57) Ibid. 
(58) Lippman, ”At the Chicago Conventions,” loc* clt». 163* 

One of the favorite stories of the Convention concerned 
Roosevelt’s statue» It was said that when the artist 
delivered the statuette to the headquarters, Mr» 
Roosevelt's Campaign Secretary, Mr» Satterlee, after 
critically inspecting the sculpture, approved, but in- 



47 

wheat nor was a bust of him on display in the small two room 

hotel suite of his unofficial campaign manager, Mr*. Hitchcock* 

What he did possess was the advantage of being the only candi¬ 

date of sufficient stature to meet the delegates' requirements* 

After the adjournment was won by the Hughest opposition, 

the favorite sons and their sponsors had been filled with 

fresh hope. For a short time they entertained the belief 

that Hughes had polled his full strength on the second ballot, 

and that the morrow would see the ebbing away of his power* 

They arrived at this conclusion because an overwhelming major¬ 

ity of the delegates had voted for adjournment* It was only 

later in the evening that it became known that many proponents 

of Hughes had misunderstood their directions and also voted 

for adjournment* The dreams of Hughesopponents were short 

lived, because about eleven o'clock that night Senator Burton, 

Ohio’s favorite son, Joined Governor Baumbaugh and Senator 

Weeks and withdrew from the race* He released his delegates 

to choose any candidate they wished to support. The Ohio 

delegation had been impregnated'with Hughes’, sentiment and 

it was common knowledge that now it would solidly vote for 

the Justice* While the withdrawals of Senator Burton and 

the others greatly helped the Hughes' candidacy, the main 

cause for the overwhelming switch to Hughest came when Senator 

(58) cont* slated that the inscription at the base be changed 
from "I am for peace" to "I am for peace — with honor." 
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Sherman of Illinois withdrew and released his delegates* When 

the news of the Senator's action reached the other delegates, 

many of the anti-Hughes faction decided immediately that it 

was useless to hold out any longer and that it was politically 

expedient to hop on the hand-wagon* Senator LaFollette of 

Wisconsin released his delegates, as did Senator Cummins of 

Iowa, and in their wake followed the other favorite sons and 

adopted sons. By five o'clock on the morning of June 10th, 

Mr* Frank Hitchcock could relax, if not rest* His Job was 

well done, for Mr* Hughes' nomination was practically a 

certainty* 

While Chicago teemed with noise and excitement during 

the morning of June 10th, the veil of silence remained im¬ 

penetrable about the Hughes' home in Washington, D* C* A 

passerby would scarcely have noticed the sedate mansion 

except for the presence of a few men waiting on the front 

stoop* It was not until the magic words came from Chicago 

that the tranquil'^scene was changed* Within ten minutes 

the whole neighborhood buzzed with excitement* "Messenger; 

boys with congratulatory messages began to wheel up to the 

door; hords of press photographers and movie cameramen 

arrived; and the small group of newspapermen who had been 

waiting all mornin ire Joined by many other members of 

their fraternity*" 

(59) Howland, "AT the Chicago Conventions, "loc* cit«, 477* 
Also The New York Times, June 11, 1916, 1:2* 

(60) The Mew York Times, June 11, 1916, 1:1* 

(59) 
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At 12:49 on June 10th Charles Evans Hughes was nominated 

for President by the Republicans, and Charles Warren Fairbanks 

was chosen as his running mate* The Hughes nomination was made 
(61) 

on the third ballot of the convention. After the Justice 

was notified by message he set aside precedent and accepted 

by telegram instead of waiting for a formal notification by 

the regularily appointed committee* In his acceptance message 

Mr* Hughes not only declared his position on certain issues 

that had been regarded by Colonel Roosevelt as test questions, 

but he also answered other questions that had been raised con¬ 

cerning the Republican Platform* On the subject of prepardness 

Mr. Hughes wired: "I stand for the firm and unflinching main¬ 

tenance of all the rights of Americans on land and on sea*M 

On the other important issue, Americanism, the Justice declared: 

"I stand for an Americanism that knows no ulterior purpose, for 
(62) 

a patriotism that is single and complete*" He announced 

that he favored a wise and fair readjustment of the tariff in 

accordance with sound protective principles* He stood for 

Justice in dealing with labor, for regulation of business and. 

for the expansion of our foreign trade* In the middle of his 

message the Republican nominee attacked the Mexican policy of 

President Wilson* Mr* Hughes said: "It is regretably true 

(61) Davenport, "Passing the Crisis in the Republican Convention," 
loc« clt* 423» Mr* Davenport stated that ex-Vlce Presi¬ 
dent was very acceptable to the Party because he had 
previous experience in that office plus the fact he was 
very popular in his home state, Indiana* That state for 
years had voted Democratic in national elections, and they 
hoped that Fairbanks name on the ticket might bring the 
state into the Republican camp* 

(62) The New York Times, June 11, 1916, 1:1* 
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I 
that in our foreign relations we have suffered incalcuhbly from 

the weak and vacillating course which has been taken with regards 

to Mexico — a course lamentably wrong with regards to both our 

rights and our duties. We interfered without consistency; and 

while seeking to dictate when we were not concerned, we utterly 

failed to appreciate or discharge our plain duty to our own 
(63) 

citizens." 

After Mr. Hughes' message had been read there was the 

usual applause and demonstrations. The convention was waiting 

to hear from Mr. Fairbanks, and it had to wait quite a while. 

Those in the know expected that the ex-Vice President would 

decline because he had already sent a private message to that 

effect, but after a considerable wait he accepted by telephone. 

The Republicans had finished their business and and so they 
(64) 

voted to close the convention. 

For the Progressives, Friday was a day of waiting, wait¬ 

ing, waiting, and it might be added that their patience was 

imperfect» When the session came to order that morning the 

Colonel would have been nominated then and there a^&ce he 

had not sent a message asking the convention to be patient 

and wait until they heard the results from the Harmony Con¬ 

ference. The majority of the Progressives were willing to 

hold back the nomination because they entertained the false 

hope that the Republicans would be forced in the end to 

(63) "Mr Hughes and the Presidential Issues," The Outlook, 
CXIII (June 21, 1916), 399* 

(64) The New York Times, June 11, 1916, 1:1. 
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accept their candidate. This belief was based on the results 

of the first two G.O.P. ballots when no man showed great 

strength. The Bull Moose that day sat idle and simply waited; 

they had nothing to do but strain their ears for the slightest 

news from the Coliseum. It was suggested and mercifully ac¬ 

cepted that the inactive convention adjourn early that after- 
(65) 

noon. 

On Saturday morning when the Progressive Convention met 

the delegates knew that there was no hope for reunion with the 

Republicans on suitable terms. The convention was angry be¬ 

cause its membership knew by that time that the efforts of 

the Harmony Conference had failed. The Bull Moose delegates 

resented not only the silent unyielding Republicans who would 

not accept their candidate and would not even suggest one of 

their own; they also resented their own leader's attempts 

which stayed the nomination of Roosevelt for two days. The 

impatience of the crowd grew with every passing minute and 

the Western conspirators felt that the time had arrived to 

nominate Roosevelt. At 11:05 Mr. Bainbridge Colby from the 

floor asked to be recognized, but the moment that Chairman 

Robbins recognized Mr. Colby, George Perkins, who was sitting 

on the platform back of the speaker's chair, leaped to his 

feet and began to cry out in a distrait voice. He proceeded 

to tell the convention that the night before the Harmony 

Conference had met and the Republicans had refused to accept 

(65) Abbott, "The Progressives at Chicago," loo, clt.,425. 
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Roosevelt as their candidate but he hastened to add that after 

the Colonel had been appraised of their position he in return 
(66) 

proposed that they agree on a compromise candidate* The 

Chairman of the National Committee then read a message from 

Roosevelt in which he asked the delegates to give their support 
(67) 

to Henry Cabot Lodge* To quote Secretary of Agriculture 

Houston "A more stunned, whipped crowd, I have never looked 

h
(68) 

upon* It was a pitiful spectacle* It had been hoaxed*" 

After a moment or two of bewilderment the proposal was re¬ 

fused in loud cries of "not not" Chairman Robbins finally 

restored order and Mr* Perkins resumed; he asked the conven¬ 

tion, now that they had heard Mr* Roosevelt's recommendation, 

what they wanted to do* It was finally agreed that the sug¬ 

gestion should be tfbled* Mr* Perkins then told the delegates 

that the Roosevelt recommendation had been sent to the 

Republican convention, and that courtesy demanded that the 

Colonel not be nominated until the G*0*P* had time to consider 

his message* Under those circumstances the left wing faction 

found themselves stalemated* The Chairman, Mr* Robbins, 

Immediately proceeded to announced that the convention would 

go about its regular order of business, the adoption of the 

platform, until such time as they received word from the 

Coliseum* Their wait that time was short, a message came 

(66) HVhite, Autobiography,-op»—ett*, 525-526* 
(67) Selected Correspondence, op* clt*, 486-489* A complete 

text of the message can be found in this book. 
(68) Houston, op. clt*. 190* 
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over the telephone that announced that the Republicans were about 

to nominate Justice Hughes* Chairman Robbins then brusquely 

announced "The Convention is in order* The regular order of 

business is the nomination of a candidate for the Presidency 
(69) 

of the United States.” 

Amidst a tremendous burst of applause Mr* Bainbridge Colby 

made the Roosevelt nominating -speech, which was seconded by 

Governor Johson* In both of these addresses it was proposed 

that the nomination be by acclamation* After Governor Johnson 

finished the Chairman rose and said: ”lt has been moved and 
(70) 

seconded that the nomination be made unanimous.” The boom 

of "ayes" which followed shook the great auditorium* Then 

the building became silent and sullen* when the news swept 
(71) 

through the throng that the Republicans had nominated Hughes* 

The afternoon session took up the business of nominating a 

Vice-President* There were a number of candidates presented: 

Louisiana recommended Mr* John M* Parker, while Kentucy pre¬ 

sented Governor Johnson* The Governor thanked the delegates 
* 

who sponsored him but withdrew in the interest of Mr* Parker* 

Rules were again suspended and the nomination was made by 

acclamation* 

The financial needs of the party were next taken care of 

by passing the hat around. The delegates were waiting for a 

(69) The New York Times, June 11, 1916, 1:1* 
(70) "The Progressives Fruitless Sacrifice,” The American Review 

of Reviews. LIV (July, 1916), 8. 
(71) Ibid. 
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message from the Colonel; they had waited since one o'clock* 

As the hour of five drew near Chairman Robbins announced that 

a communication had been received from Oyster Bay* In dead 

silence the convention heard the unbelievable message from 

Roosevelt in which was embodied a conditional refusal to lead 
(72) 

the fight* This telegram read: I am grateful for the 

honor you confer upon me by nominating me as President* I 

cannot accept it at this time* I do not know the attitude 

of the candidate of the Republican party towards the vital 

questions of the day* Therefore, if you desire an immediate 

decision, I must decline the nomination* But if you prefer 

it I suggest that my conditional refusal to run be placed in 

the hands of the National Committee* If Mr* Hughes' state¬ 

ments when he makes them shall satisfy the Committee that it 

is for the interest of the country that he be elected, they 

can act accordingly and treat my refusal as definitely ac¬ 

cepted* If they are not satisfied, they can so notify the 

Progressive Party and at the same time they can confer with 

me and then determine on whatever action we may severally 

* H
(7
$> deem appropriate to meet the needs of the country* 

After the silence of unbelief had passed there was a roar 

of rage* The foundation of their political faith had been 

blasted, the vision was gone, the ideals of those gallant 

knights of the Crusade for Justice had been slaughtered by a 

(72) Abbott, "The Progressives at Chicago," loc* clt*» 426* 
(73) Abbott, "The Progressives at Chicago," loc* clt», 426* 
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single word. Scores of these men were too angry to speak and 

showed their hatred by tearing the Roosevelt badges from their 

coats, and throwing them on the floor; others sat in stunned 

immobility and attempted to comprehend what had happened; 

while g smaller number tried to understand that Roosevelt was 

again saying what he had said time and time again, but in the 
(74) 

past they had not believed* "He had told them, told the 

country, that he was not interested in the political fortune 

of himself or any other man, but that he was deeply concerned 

for the safety of the country, and to this end he was working, 

not for any party, but for the cause of prepardness and undi- 
„( 75) 

vided allegiance to America* 

Why did this party whose members in 1912 had clothed 

themselves in white raiment and had gone forth to fight the 

battle of social Justice die An ignominious death in '16? It 

died because Theodore Roosevelt, around whom the cult was 

built, no longer had for his battle cry, "undistributed justice," 

but now sang a new hymn of hate, perdition to Wilson* By 1916 

Roosevelt had a greater war to engage his attention; and be¬ 

cause of this war he had begun a tremendous clamor for prepard¬ 

ness* Many of his old enemies among the capitalists and big 

businessmen now saw eye to eye with him and applauded his 

tirades against the President* Roosevelt hated Wilson more 

than he loved the Progressive Party* Even if there had been 

no issue between them Roosevelt would still have hated Wilson 

(74) White, Autoblograohv. op* clt*. 526* 
(75) Abbott, kThe Progressives at Chicago," loo* clt«, 427* 
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because he despised the Wilson type of man* Wilson won in 1912 

when Roosevelt lost; and Wilson’s scorn for the loser was some- 
(76) 

thing that Roosevelt could not endure* 

The party died in 1916 because it had been born during a 

period of business recession and many of its members had Joined 

in *12 for economic reasons only* By 1916 prosperity had re¬ 

turned to the country and people were happy and busy, too happy 

and too busy to fight for intangibles* From the moment of its 

Inception the Progressive Party had been an organi zati on that 

had formed its membership from the white collar class in this 
h PJ 

country* At no time since its accoui^apment had the Bull Moose 

attracted many members from the laboring class* Roosevelt 

neither understood the common laborer nor his problems, and in 

turn he was suspect by the rank and file* The party's strength 

had been drawn from the bourgeoise: the country lawyer, doctor, 

school teacher, small businessman, prosperous farmer and the 

members of the better class Labor Unions; and millions of these 

middle class Americans had given Roosevelt their vote in 1912 

for the quixotic reason that they disapproved of the Republi¬ 

can Party's high-handed and ignominious treatment of the 

Colonel and his supporters at the Republican convention that 

year; after they defeated Taft they returned to their old party 
(77) 

loyalties* 

Regardless of the contributing causes for its death, the 

(76) Sullivan, Our Times, 202* 
(77) White, Autobiographv« op* clt«. 48J* 



Progressive Party was undoubtedly dead, because "its useful¬ 

ness was gone* It was no longer an effective, instrument of 

any of the objects which it had been intended to serve* 

While its death was neither unexpected nor undeserved, its 

corpse Was entitled to a respectful burial and its memory 

to some show of sympathetic celebration* Whatever its fall- 
(7b) 

ings, the Progressive party was a child of the spirit*" 

(78) "The Progressive Party — an Obituary," loc* clt«, 159 
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CHAPTER III 

THE DEMOCRATIC LOVE FEAST 

The Republican Party when it met in convention had sulked 

because it knew that in the interest of harmony it would be 

forced to break bread with its traitorous brethren, the Pro¬ 

gressives; on the other hand the Bull Moose had raged because 

of the knowledge that its cause was hopeless; but when the 

Democratic convention met in St* Louis on June 14th it had 

smirked* The Democrats felt that they had everything; they 

were the party in power; they had a great leader; they had a 

trouble-proof program; they had a unified party; and they had 
(1) 

a great issue* While the Republicans had fought and bled 

for harmony at their convention, the Democrats had made that 

word their theme song* Their speech-makers spoke of harmony; 

their glee clubs sang of harmony; and even their bands tried 
(2) 

to play in harmony* In fact there was so much sweetness and 

light that the Democrats might have entitled themselves Poli¬ 

ticians in Paradise* They had come to St* Louis breathing 

brotherly love, and they intended that the convention should 

be a love feast* 

On Monday, June 12th, the delegates and the visitors as 

well as the lobbyists who had been at the conventions in Chicago, 

started to gather* They discovered that there was very little 

change in the atmosphere of the city* Miles of bunting had 

(1) Harold Howland, "He Kept Us Out of War'," The Independent. 
LXXXVI (June 26, 1916), 5H* 

(2) The New York Times, June 13, 1916, III* 
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been hung, thousands of flags had been used, there was some 

hustle and bustle, but for the most part St* Louis remained 

quiSt and undisturbed. True to its semi-Southern traditions 

the rocking chairs had not been removed from before the hotels, 

nor had the pace of the hotel servitors increased noticeably 

in tempo* The city was merely reflecting the attitude of the 

early guests, who expected to attend the quietest and smoothest 
(3) 

convention of all time* 

There was one group that arrived in St* Louis who did not 

breath love for their fellow man, and they were the suffragettes* 

At Chicago during the conventions the two women's parties, the 

Congressional Union and the Suffrage Association had on some 

points combined; the merger took place because the suffragettes 

had come to the conclusion that in unity was strength* They 

had arrived fresh from their triumphs in Chicago, and were de- . 

termlned that the convention in St* Louis should also endorse 
1 

their petition* The suffrage movement had won a victory when 

the Republicans inserted a plank that endorsed the granting of 

the franchise to women on the grounds of justice, and from the 
(4) 

Democrats the women expected as much if not more* In 1915 

President Wilson had told the suffragettes, who had asked him 

to aid their program, that he could not do so because there had 

been no mention of a suffrage plank in the platform of 1912, 
(5) 

and hence the Democrats could not endorse their cause# 

(3) Ibid*, 1:3* 
(4) "Suffrage Planks Not Enough," The Literary Digest..LII* 

(July 1, 1916), 6* 
(5) Charles A* Beard, "The Women's Party," The New Republic, 

VII (July 29, 1916), 329* 
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Consequently* when the Democratic convention met, the Women's 

party was determined that the Democrats should never again use 

the omission of the plank as an excuse* Suffrage headquarters 

were set up in the Jefferson Hotel, and the ladles had chosen 

their site well* They were directly opposite the quarters of 

the Democratic National Committee, and from that vantage point 

they were able to button-hole the delegates as they visited the 

National headquarters* The Women's party had been cheered by 

the success of their parade in Chicago and they planned to have 

an equally impressive demonstration on the first day of the con¬ 

vention* 

While harmony was the thing most earnestly desired by the 

Republicans, the thing desired by some of the Democratic leaders 

and most of the early delegates was a fight or some sort of ex¬ 

citement* It would have been possible to have assembled the 

convention on Wednesday, done its predetermined business, and 

to have adjourned on the same day* Such expedihowever, 

was prevented by the guarantee which the National Committee had 

signed with the St* Louis Committee, providing for a four-day 

convention in return for the |100,000 that the city gave to 
(7) 

defray the expenses of the meeting* In the days immediately 

preceeding the opening there was no disagreement in sight* 

"For once there was not even a husky fight over some contested 

seat, with the life and death politically of some local boss 
(8) 

hanging in the balance*w 

(6) The New York Times, June 13, 1916, 1:3* 
(7) James Kerney, Political Education of Woodrow Wilson, 

New York, 1926, 372* 
(8) The New York Times, June 13, 1916, 1:3* 
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There had been rumors that there might be a contest for the 

Vice-Presidency, but by June 13th even the little favorite son 

booms had collapsed* The delegates were left with such monumen¬ 

tal problems as '‘Would the President at the last moment decide 

to slightly change the phraseology of the third line of the 

ninth paragraph of one of the planks and thus tangle up the pro¬ 

ceedings by telegraphing Senator Stone, Chairman of the Committee 

on Resolutions, to change the word 'however' to the word 'never- 

the^less' ? Another great question that they faced concerned 

the demonstrations* "Should the demonstration when the word 

Americanism was mentioned be longer or shorter than the one 

that would take place when Wilson's name was placed in nomlna- 
(1°) 

tion?" In other words there were no clouds bigger than a 

man's hand, and not even those had an lota of bad weather in 

them; and the delegates being human were fast growing, tirêd of 

their earthly Eden* 

A Democratic convention had the reputation of never being 

as easily regimented as a Republican, because its members were 

likely to do impiisive and unexpected things* Knowing the 

characteristics of his party the President had carefully and 

soberly planned the prpgram for the convention* He had sent 

word that the keynote emphasis was to be upon Americanism: 

"the patriotic unity of the nation in meeting the stresses 

imposed upon it by a foreign war in which the sympathies of 

(9) Ibid*. 1:1. 
(10) Ray Stannard TBaker, Woodrow Wilson: Life and Letters, 

1915-1917, New York, 1937, VI, 248-249* 
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the so-called hyphenates were so keenly aroused*H The 

Democratic leaders were annoyed th§tJ:the Republicans had called 

their convention a week earlier than their own, contrary to all 

precedent* It was claimed that they had done so in order to 

steal the Americanism issue* Wilson and his friends believed 

that the Republicans in Chicago had attempted to kidnap "The 
(12) 

Star Spangled Banner." . To combat any influence the Republi¬ 

cans might have had on the voting public, it was decided that 

all demonstrations were to hinge upon nationalism and the flag* 

The music of "Dixie" and other classic rousers of Democratic 

conventions were to be replaced by such patriotic and national 

airs as "My Country, ^Tis of Thee" or "Columbia, the Gem of the 

Ocean." Word had come from Washington that when patriotic songs 

were sung the convention should go wild with enthusiasm* Those 

orders left the delegates in a bewildered state; they could not 

fully understand why they were told to treat'"Dixie" in a hur¬ 

ried and sketchy manner, and by so doing break the habit of a 
(13) 

lifetime* To demonstrate the effect of the proclamation on 

the various delegations, one may choose the Pennsylvania dele¬ 

gates as an example* The delegation from Pennsylvania did not 

arrive until the evening before the convention was to meet* 

Ancient precedent dictated that national airs should be played 

from the train stations until they reached the lobby of the 

hotel where their quarters were located* At that point they 

(11) Ibid* 
(12) The New York Times. June 13, 1916, 1:3* 
(13) The New York Times, June 14, 1916, 1:1* 
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always deployed, lined up, removed their hats and then reverently 

sang the Pennsylvania national anthem "Hail, Hail the GangjbAll 

Here*" The 1916 delegates did what their predecessors had done 

before them, unaware that honored traditions had been put aside* 

Their demonstration was barely over before couriers came to 

their headquarters with orders that it must not happen again* 

"In the future the state band was only to play ‘The Star Spangled 

Banner’, 'The Red, White and Blue* or other zippy little numbers. 

It had been no mere coincidence that the day selected for 

the opening of the convention was the 14th of June, because the 

President had already designated it as Flag Day. It was consi¬ 

dered a splendid opportunity for the party to stress its patriot- 
(15) 

ism. In Washington, a tremendous parade had been planned, 

and all federal offices and places of business were closed* 

The President and all members of the cabinet marched in the 

parade, at least as far as the reviewing stand in front of the 

White House* From that vantage point, Wilson and his official 

family reviewed the sixty thousand marchers that passed before 

them* That afternoon the President delivered an address before 

a vast throng at Washington's Monument* The speech was almost 

entirely concerned with the issue of Americanism* The President, 

in speaking of the hyphenated groups, said: "There is dis¬ 

loyalty active in the United States, and it must be absolutely 

crushed. It proceeds from a minority, a very small minority, 

but it is an active and a subtle minority* It works underground, 

(14) Ibid* 
(15) Baker, "Life and Letters," 249* 

(14) 



but it also shows its ugly head where we can see it; and there 

are those at this moment who are trying to levy a species of 

political blackmail, saying, 'Do what we wish in the interest 

of foreign sentiment or we will wreak* our vengeance at the 
Xl6) 

pollsThe President had planned this speech to amplify 
as 

American!smiths keynote of the convention* His words struck 

hard and true at the hyphenates and they were hurt; but regard¬ 

less of how dêeply they were offended by his charges, they had 

no defense to offer unless they admitted the truth of his 
(17) 

statements• 

When the delegates and spectators walked or rode to the 

Coliseum for the opening session of the Democratic National 

Convention they had to pass between lines of silent, white- 

robed women, who made a voiceless appeal for recognition of 

the principles of equal suffrage in the Democratic plank* The 

suffragettes called their walkless talkless parade the Golden 

Lane* For this demonstration they had recruited some 4,000 

or 5*000 women who'Acfressed^whlte with yellow sgshes and carried 

yellow umbrellas* As in Chicago, the purpose behind the spec¬ 

tacle was to show the delegates that the suffrage movement was 

both strong and unified. The long line of women extended from 

the Jefferson Hotel, where most of the delegations had their 

headquarters, to the Coliseum* For more than two hours those 

militant feminists stood at attention, neither moving or speak¬ 

ing; but it was obvious from the set of their shoulders, and the 

(16) Ray Stannard Baker, ‘The Public Papers of Woodrow Wilson, 
New York, 1928, VJ, 209* 

(17) Fredric Logan Paxson, Pre-War Years: 1913-1917, Boston, 
1936, 375* 
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icy glint of "battle in their eyes, that their immobility was 
(18) 

merely a thing of the moment* 

Mr* Charles F* McCombs, Chairman of the Democratic National 

Committee, called the convention to order, and in the exhuberance 

of his confidence he ended his short welcoming address by saying; 

"Ladies and Gentlemen, the elephant is dead, the moose is dead. 
(19) 

Long live the American eagle." The convention that McCombs 

faced in St. Louis was different in all its aspects from the 

Baltimore convention of four years before, "in 1912 the con¬ 

vention delegates had been composed of big New York Financiers 

who had worked and watched for a candidate and platform best 

suited to the needs of their own interests; together with plain, 

contented, patriotic citizens; a crude element of political 

henchmen, intermingled with the discontented and the unpros- 
(2°) 

perous* In contrast the convention membership of 1916 gave 

the impression of prosperity, with equality in station and fi¬ 

nances. The Tammany delegations from New York received very 

special attention. In the past its dèlegates had been either 

coarse rough-necks or clever, unscruplous corporation represen¬ 

tatives, but by 1916 those types had been weeded out* The men 

who came as the City of New York's representatives were clean- 

cut American citizens* Their behaviour gave every evidence of 

being sincerely patriotic. There was nothing in the attitude of 

either Tammany or the other groups, who had bitterly fought 

(18) The New York Times, June 15, 1916, 1:3*. 
(19) "Why the Democrats Ask for Four More Years," The Literary 

Digest. LIII (July 1, 1916), 1828. 
(20) Fredrick M* Davenport, "Making the Issue Clear," The Outlook, 

CXIII (June 28, 1916), 461* 
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Wilson's nomination In 1912, to indicate that they were still 

irritated and resentful; they seemed to have forgiverçand for- 
(21) 

gotten* This feeling of brotherly love was further em¬ 

phasized by Speaker Champ Clark's enthusiastic declaration in 
(22) 

support of Wilson# 

The first speaker to be introduced was ex-Governor Glynn 

of New York, the Temporary Chairman of the convention* Mr* 

Glynn had been ill and consequently very reluctant to accept 

the task; it was only because the President urged him that he 
(23) 

acquiesced. The keynote speech had been drafted well in 

advance of the convention, and it had been sent to Washington 

to be examined. It had been revised and revised until the 

finished address was more the work of Wilson and the Democratic 
(24) 

party leaders than that of Glynn. The speech was intended 

to pound home the party slogan, Peace, Prosperity and Prepa3%- 
(25) 

ness. 

From the outset Mr. Glynn settled to his task of defining 

the slogan* His first argument was designed to prove that 

Wilson's determined adherence to neutrality was an immemorial 

American custom even under provocation* It was intended that 

the Governor base his address on historical precedents to prove 

his point, but each remark was to be so pointed that Wilson's 

(21) "Why the Democrats Ask for Four More Years," loc. clt., 1828. 
(22) For more information concerning the differences that existed 

between Woodrow Wilson and Champ Clark see, White, Woodrow 
Wilson. 244-271; also McAdoo, op. clt*. 137-159* 

(23) Sullivan, op. clt», 234* 
(24) Baker, Life and Letters, 250* 
(25) Robert Lansing, War Memoirs of Robert Lansing, New York, 

1935, 159. 
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actions could be favorably compared. The Temporary Chairman, 

an accomplished orator, had barely launched upon his theme when 

he began to feel the rising pulse of his audience; being gifted 

with the Celtic traits of eloquence and sentiment he began to 

add more spirit to what he had considered a very dull and unin¬ 

spiring speech. He went on to recite how the Wilson policy in 

negotiation had availed in international relations, and that it 

was in line with the spirit and acts of our other great Presi- 
(26) 

dents. He said, "If Washington was right, if Jefferson was 

right, if Lincoln was right to negotiate when he was President 

of the United States, then the Président of the United States 
(27) 

today is right* Further to prove that amicable settlement 

of violations of American rights was Justified in the light of 

precedent, he told the convention that when Grant was President, 

during a war between Spain and the Spanish West Indies, a 

Spanish gunboat seized the vessel Vtrglnlus, that flew the 

American flag. In cold blood the Spanish commandant ordered 

the ship's captain, 36 of the crew and 17 of the Vlrglnlus* 

passengers to be shot. Then Glynn added, "but we did not go 

to war. Grant settled our troubles by negotiation Just as 
(28) 

the President of the United States is trying to do today* 

When he finished that statement the crowd, which had become 

more and more tense and excited, burst into applause, and from 

(26) Baker, Life and Letters, 250* 
(27) The New York Times. June 15, 1916, 1:1* 
(28) Ibid. 



69 

the throats of the more overwrought came the cry, "What did he 

do?" "What did he do?" and Glynn repeated "He did not go the 

war, Grant Settled our troubles by negotiation Just as President 
(29) 

Wilson is trying to do today*" 

The Temporary Chairman went on to cite cases of violations 

under Harrison and Lincoln* After he had retold the story of 

how Confederate sympathizers from Canada, during the War Between 

the States, raided Vermont* and how Lincoln had used the slower 

processes of diplomacy rather than risk war by precipitous act, 

GI2£P decided to slide over what he imagined would be a dull 

recital of bare facts* He paused for the applause and then 

added, "and so goôs history, I don't want to take too much time 
(3°) 

to enumerate The crowd which had been hanging on his 

every word, their faces bearing mingled expressions of surprise 

and delight at his historic proofs that pacifism was really 

patriotic, rose to its feet and shouted: "No, not Go onl 
(31) 

Give us some more, more, morel 'Don't leave a word out*" 

At first the speaker did not grasp the situation and thought 

that the crowd was merely paying him a compliment* He wore a 

deprecating smile on his face until the discovered that the 

crowd was in dead earnest, and then the smile disappeared* His 

new expression was one of astonishment and perplexity when he 

finally realized that he was enjoying a moment such as rarely 
(32) 

comes in an orator's life* When he was able to make the 

audience hear him he indicated that he would do what they wished. 

(29) "Why the Democrats Ask for Four More Years," loc.clt*, 182b* 
(30) Baker, Life and Letters, 251* 
(31) The New York Times. June 15, 1916, 1:1* 
(32) "The Democrats Ask for Four More Years," loc* cit*« 1828* 
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to cut the speech and whenever Governor Glynn aroused their 
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suspicions that he was about to do so the same scene would be 
(33) 

repeated*” 

He told the convention how in Pierce's Administration Great 

Britain had violated our neutrality; and when Van Buren was 

President, Canadians had attacked an American ship, killed 

some of the crew, taken one American citizen to Halifax, where 

they hanged him, and as a final act of outrage had set the 
a (34-) 

ship adrift over Niagra Falls. With every fresh Instance 

from days when the nation had been too proud to fight, the 

crowd would go into a delirium of delight and chant Glynn's 

words back to him, "We did not go to war" — "We did not go 
(35) 

to war*" They had been supplied a reason for their faith 

in their chief; his course of actions in the past, and their 

own pacifism had been completely justified* 

Of all the spectators at the convention, the man who had 

attracted the most attention was William Jennings Bryan* The 

party in Nebraska had refused to select him as one of its dele¬ 

gates, but he attended the convention as a reporter for several 

Mid-West newspapers and occupied the most prominent seat in the 

press-box* In the middle of Glynn's speech it was noted that 

the ex-Secretary of State openly wept with emotion at this 

recital of the victories of peace; but the party leaders were 

(33) Ibid* 
(34) Baker, £1 fe and Letters, 251* 
(35) Ibid* 
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stupified by the total disarrangment of their plans to stress 

Americanism* "The dèlegates* spontaneous demonstration utter¬ 

ly demoralized a carefully worked out program of putting the 

Democratic Party in the field as the American party, and 
mW) 

charging the Republicans with being pacifists and hyphenates." 

At that point it looked as if the roles were reversed* 

Because the convention was completely out of control, 

Senator John Walter Smith hurriedly conferred with Mr* McCombs 

as to the best method of stopping the stampede* Hastily, Mr* 

McCombs scrawled on a piece of paper, "but we are willing to 
1% 

fight if necessary, and passed it over to Glynn, who was wait¬ 

ing for the delirium to subsidel* "I'll take care of that^ 

he called back — and, Intoxicated with his own oratory, roused 
(37) 

the audience to even greater heights.* Mr. Glynn then went 

on to say that if the Republicans critized the policy of Wilson, 

they were arraigning the policy of Lincoln, of Grant, of Blaine 
■jf 

and of Harrison, the greatest men the Republican party ever had 

in their organization* 

By that time the crowd was completely intoxicated, for it 

had drunk keep of Glynn's heady words; but the real climax of 

exaltation came when he stated: "This policy may not satisfy 

those who revel in destruction and find pleasure in despair," 

and when next he added: "it may not satisfy the fire-eaters 

or the swashbucklers," the audience roarèd with laughter and 

vigorously applauded. Then he said, "But this policy does 

satisfy those who worship at the altlr of God and Peace* It 

(3b) Paxson, , 37b. 
(37) Baker, Life and Letters, 252 
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does satisfy the mothers of the land, at whose hearth and fire¬ 

side no Jingoistic war has placed an empty chair* It does satis¬ 

fy the daughters of the land* • • • It does satisfy the fathers 

of this land and the sons of this land, who will fight for our 

flag and die for the flag — •" At this point the crowd ceased 

to he delegates and spectators at a political convention, and 

became members of an old-fashioned revival meeting. The more 

exuberant ones danced in the aisles and screamed at the top of 

their lungs* Then a strange, almost unhuman cry came from the 

convention "Repeat it, say it again'*" *lRepeat it, say it againl" 

When Glynn motioned his consent the crowd became quiet* After 

repeating the part he had Just read, he added the concluding 

sentence "when Reason primes the rifle, when Hdnor draws the 

sword, when Justice breathes a blessing on the standards they 
(38) 

uphold*" 

For a second there was silence, and then the same weird 

cry came from the audience; it was straight from the soul of 

the convention; it was a note from the heart of America that 

expressed the yearning of the nation to be delivered from the 

threat of war* Again the crowd expressed its approval by 

Jumping from the seats, Jigging in the aisles, and waving any- 
(39) 

thing that was handy* 

After the tumult had subsided the Chairman announced that 

the next order of business was the reading of the address that 

Wilson had delivered that day in Washington. As mentioned 

before this speech's tone and contents were in line with the 

(38) The New York Times. June 15, 1916, 1:2. 
(39) ''Why the Democrats Ask for Four More Years," loo*clt«. 1829* 
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program to make Americanism the keynote of the day* It had 

been anticipated that the President's proclamation would re¬ 

ceive the most enthusiastic demonstration of the day* but in¬ 

stead Wilson's words were listened to in dead silence, and 

when the reading was over they received only "manufactured 
(4°) 

handclaps and soulless cheers* When the convention adjourned 

for the day a number of the party's leaders met to devise some 

way of mitigating the effect of the ex-governor's speech* Many 

suggestions were offered but none were considered feasible, be¬ 

cause while many of those present at the meeting were critical 

of Glynn's address, at the same time they were chary of saying 

so for publication, because the speech's authorship was public 
(41) 

property* 

The second day found the leaders prayerful that the dele¬ 

gates had returned to their proper roles of followers* When the 

Permanent Chairman, Senator Ollie James of Kentucky arose to 

speak, yesterday's storm of exaltation had altogether passed and 

both the delegates and the spectators appeared to be suffering 

from a spiritual hangover* The band attempted to inject a little 

life into the convention by playing, as a gay greeting, the 

strains of "My Old Kentucky Home*" The leaders were hopeful 

that the crowd's listless and disinterested air meant,; that it had 

exhausted its emotions the day before and would henceforth be 
(42) 

amendable to the planned program* 

"Senator James was an orator of power and force. His 

(40) Davenport, "Making the Issue Clear," loc. clt*. 470. 
(41) The New York Times. June 15, 1916, Iî2* 
(42) Davenport, "Making the Issue Clear," loc* clt*. 470-471 



74 

manner was irrestible and compelling* * • • He had the face of 

a prizefighter, the body of an oak and the voice of a pipe organ, 
(43) 

and he had all the tricks of the.orator at his command* 

He began his speech with domestic issues such as the tariff, 

and received generous approval on his more telling points, but 

there was nothing beyond mild cordiality in the applause. In 

the meantime the convention just sat back and waited for James 

to finish the routine business of praising the Administration's 

home policies* Occasionally a delegate out of boredom and pity 

would yell "Ataboy" but for the most part the convention sat 

in listless silence* The crowd knew, even if the leaders did 

not, that sooner or later the Senator would have to speak on 

the subject dearest to their heapta peace, so for the present 

théy were willing to be quiet and polite* Regardless of all 

the wishful thinking on the part; of the party great, there 

had been no doubt that the Senator must at least mention peace* 

The demonstration of the day before had made it compulsory that 
(44) 

he either do so or make a "fizzle of his speech 

In order to avoid a mistake the Chairman gingerly felt his 

way, so he first gave the hyphenates a gentle slap with his 

tongue, then he quickly switched to the President's achievements 

on behalf of peace* "There are two kinds of courage," he 

suddenly roared out, "the courage of the man who is willing to 

go to the conflict and the courage of the man who is willing to 

send others there." Those words enchanted the crowd, who had 

in the meantime revived from their earlier trance. They gave 

(43) The New York Times. June 16, 1916, 1:1* This same quota¬ 
tion is to be found in Baker, Life and Letters. 253* 

(44) Davenport,"Making the Issue Clear,11 loc. cit*, 470-471* 
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him a cheer that was both whole-hearted and spontaneous* He 

continued, "Some of them tell us that the President's foreign 

policy has been evil and vacillating, but tonight 20,000,000 

fathers will still be on American soil, because President Wilson 

would not be stampeded into a precipitous act*" The moment he 

finished that sentence the convention stamped and clapped their 
(*5) 

approval of his words* He continued, "Four years ago they 

sneeringly called Woodrow Wilson the school teacher; then his 

class was assembled within the narrow walls of Princeton 

College. They were the young men of America* Today he is 

the world teacher, his class is made up of kings, kaisers, 

czars, princes and potentates* (Applause.) The confines of 

the schoolroom circles the world* (Applause.) His subject 

is the protection of American life and American rights under 

international law (the applause more robust), the saving of 
(46) 

neutral life, the freedom of the seas* 

Then Senator James touched new heights of Fourth of July 

oratory when the concluded by saying: "Without orphaning a 

single American child, without widowing a single American mother, 

without firing a gun, without the shedding of blood, he wrung 

from the most militant spirit that ever brooded above a battle¬ 

field an acknowledgement of American rights and an agreement to 

American demands*" Once more there was a tremendous roar of 

(45) Howland, "He Kept Us Out of War," loc. cit*, 510-511* 
(46) Ibid* 
(47) Ibid* See Lansing, op* cit*. for more details of the notes 

on submarine sinking that were exchanged between the 
United States Government and the German Government, which 
Senator James was referring to in his speech* Secretary 
Lansing discussed the diplomatic exchanges concerning the 
sinkings of the Ancona and the Persia, 86-98, the Lusitania, 
27-33* and the Arabic, 43-53* 
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cheers* The delegates did not rise to their feet — they leaped; 

and once again was heard the eerie cry of the day before: MSay 

it again, say it again!” That was one demonstration which the 

convention cheer leaders did not need to prolong or encourage* 

The tremendous surge of sound had been completely spontaneous, 
(48) 

from the heart, and genuine* The last part of the speech 

was unheard, although the Senator's fog-horn voice had roared 

it forth* "Before he had been'able to finish the last words 

there had come a sound like the rush of a storm, and a great 
(49) 

wave of sound broke over him," and then came the strangest 

part of the whole business* The shouting crowd suddenly realized 

they had not heard Senator James’ last sentence, immediately that 

great mass of roaring, singing, clapping people silenced itself* 

Simultaneously, the crowd began to shout out "Repeat, Repeat!" 

again and again, until the Chairman motioned that he would ac¬ 

quiesce to their demands. The repetition of the last words 

brought on another upheaval which lasted for some time. Again 

the demonstration that was made bore no resemblance to the 

usual convention clamor, because it was not a demonstration at 
(50) 

all; "it was a prayer*" This amazing speech of the Senator's 

was described as "not only a skilful piece of political special 

pleading on behalf of the party in power, but a brillant effort 

of great spirit, and of notable .alertness in the advantageous 
(51) 

use of every permissable point of argument* 

(48) Baker, Life and Letters, 253* 
(49) The New York Times. June 16, 1916, 1:1* 
(50) Davenport, "Making the Issue Clear," loc. clt., 470* 
(51) "Democrats at Their Love Feast," The American Review of 

Reviews, LIV (July 1916), 3* 
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When the demonstration for James began to wane there was 

heard from every part of the Coliseum a great shout for "Bryan, 

Bryanl" The sounding of the keynote of peace had brought back 

the Old Warrior to the hearts of the delegates» In spite of his 

shortcomings and blunderings, which for the time being had null¬ 

ified his influence in Democratic councils, the idea had dawned 

on the vast convention throng that it was the spirit of Bryan 

which had interpreted and emphasized the issue which they had 

been cheering» They wanted still more oratory on the peace 

theme; and the^r wanted it from the lips of the Man with the 

Silver Tongue* "The cries for Bryan beat in waves of sound 

from all over the convention, the Chairman struggled to main- 
(53) 

tain order, but the roaring crowd ignored his efforts.” 

When it was forced to take breath the Chairman was able to 

interpolate the information that Bryan was not in the Coliseum, 

but was speaking at a noon meeting of the City Club of St. Louis, 

and that there would be ample opportunity to hear him that night* 

At the evening session Bryan made his comeback* Garbsd 

in the spirtual robes of a Billy Sunday, he gave them a rip¬ 

roaring fighting speech filled with old fashioned religion* 

Without equivocation Bryan praised and endorsed the party’s 

leader, Woodrow Wilson* He said: "I have differed with the 

President as to some of his methods, but I Join with the American 

people in thanking God that we have a President who does not want 
J&) 

us to take part in this war." Again the convention rose and 

(52) Howland, "He Kept Us Out of War," loc* clt», 5H* 
(53) Baker, Life and Letters, 254» 
(54) Kerney, op. clt». 372* 
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gave the age-old cry for peace, happiness and home* When Glynn 

and James had spoken the ovations that the crowd had given was 

to the idea which they had expressed, hut when Bryan spoke the 

acclaim was given to the man* That time the convention shouted 

his name — "Bryan*. Bryanl" because to them, or at least to 
(55) - 

the majority, he was the one who incarnated the issue* His 

address delighted the party leaders, because it reasurred them 

that the unity of the party would not be threatened^ by Bryan and 
(56) 

his followers* 

Regardless of the promises of the National Committee to 

the city of St* Louis, the delegates in 1916 decided to take 

the bit between their teeth and defeat the time-honored stupidity 

of prolonging a convention after the business at hand was fin¬ 

ished* The original program had called for spellbinding speeches 

and nothing more on Thursday; Friday was to be devoted to the 

presentation and endorsement of the platform; and not until 

Saturday were the nominations to take place* Those plans were 

quickly laid aside because the delegates revolted and threatened 

to return home without either endorsing the platform or making 

the nomination if the convention sat until Saturday* 

(55) Ibid* 
(56) In June, 1915» Mr* Bryan had resigned from President Wilson's 

Cabinet in protest against the second note that the 
President sent to the German Government in protest on the 
sinking of the Lusitania* Mr* Bryan felt that the wording 
of the note might lead to war* The sentence which he ob¬ 
jected to most read "that it (the Government of the 
United States) must hold the Imperial Government to the 
strict accountability for any infringement of those 
rights (of American citizens), intentional or incidental*" 
Lansing, op* clt*. 2U-29* After his resignation Mr* Bryan 
issued a formal statement attacking both the President's 
German policy and his prepardness program* Baker, Life 
and Letters» 19* In his Woodrow Wilson, 328, Mr. William 
Allen White described the pacifism of William Jennings 
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The nominating address for Wilson was delivered by Judge 
(57) 

Westcott- of New Jersey* His remarks on the Wilson policy 

towards Mexico were greeted hy palid applause, hut the crowd 

really voiced its approval of Judge Wescott's next words which 

concerned America's maintenance of Internation law. By that 

time the crowd had become restive and there were cries from the 

floor and the galleries of "Name himi Name him!" The conven¬ 

tion's impatience made the Judge hurry his speech a little. 

Finally the crowd would tolerate no longer his dry and academ¬ 

ic form and they broke out with shouts — "Cut it down! Name 

him!" "When Wescott at last referred to Wilson as 'the peace¬ 

maker of the world* the crowd roared, "That is a good place 
(58) 

to tell who you are for. The crowd liked Wilson, they 

wanted Wilson as their candidate» but the convention was dom¬ 

inated not by a man but by an idea. It was not until a little 

later that Wilson and the slogan "He Kept Us Out of War" became 
(59) t 

synonymous. The Judge closed his speech with a mention of 

Woodrow Wilson, and when the crowd heard his name it broke into 

a great demonstration. The band played "The Star Spangled 

Banner," flashlight powder blazed, cameras clicked, flags were 

(56) (cont.) Bryan as "The pacifism of Mr. Bryan was tempered, 
not with the intellectual quality that made the Wilson 
pacifism, but with an emotional quality which would 
have surrendered our souls. The self-respect with 
which Wilson steeled his philosophy was lacking in 
Bryan's pacifism ..." 

(57) Judge Westcott had made the nominating speech for Wilson 
in 1912 at the Baltimore Convention. For further in¬ 
formation see, White, Woodrow Wilson, 255-261. 

(58) Davenport, "Making the Issue Clear."Toe, clt., 471-472* 
(59) For more information concerning the authoriship of the 

slogan "He Kept Us Out of War," see Appendix I. 
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paraded and a huge banner bearing Wilson's likeness was unfurled 

from the ceiling of the Coliseum* After the noise and excitement 

had lasted for 45 minutes the Chairman called for order* The 

plans had called for a seconding address from each state dele¬ 

gation but after the crowd had heard from ex-Governor Judson 

Harmon of Ohio and from Governor Stuart of Virginia it would 

wait no longer and shouted out "Votei Votel” At that point 

the leaders considered it feasible immediately to re-nominate 

the Vice-Presidential candidate, Mr* Thomas R* Marshall of 
(60) 

Indiana* Senator Kearns had been selected to make Marshall's 

nomination speech. He had prepared a long address, but knowing 

that the convention would not stand for any more long-winded 

orator, he simply said: MI renominate Thomas Riley Marshall*M 

Then Senator Hughes of hew York made a motion that the rules 

be suspended and no ballots be taken* The delegates simply 

responded "aye" when the names of Wilson and Marshall were 
(61) 

called, and James declared them nominated by acclamation* 

Nothing remained in the way of business but to endorse the 

platform and then adjourn; but when Senator James called for 

this, he received no response* After a few minutes' wait, 

Senator Hughes and Taggart were appointed to call on the Com¬ 

mittee on Resolutions and to find out what was the matter* 

They returned a little later and reported that the platform 

would not be ready for sometime, so it was decided that the 
(62) 

convention would adjourn until the next day* 

(60) The Republicans had chosen Mr* Charles Fairbanks of 
Indiana as their Vice-Presidential candidate and the 
Democrats» knowing that Indiana was a pivotal state, 
were unwilling to chance the state by nominating anyone else* 

(61) The New York Times. June 16. 1916. 1:1* 
(62) fbïdü  
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The first storm clouds floated intb the Coliseum the next 

morning when Senator Stone, the Chairman of the Resolution's 

Committee, "began to read the platform. Two of the plans gave 

rise to slight divergencies of opinion, though nothing really 

serious developed to mar the spirit of party unity. The 

Democrats like the Republicans had written their document for 

the frank and unblushing purpose of catching votes and pleasing 

everyone. Like the G.O.P., Mwhen there was doubt as to the 

popularity of a declaration, both platforms were conveniently 
(63) 

ambiguous or made doubtful by verbiage.” 

Secretary of War Newton D. Baker had been chosen to bear 

the Wilson written platform to the convention. "This document 

was a much finer and more statesmanlike political paper than 
(64) 

either the Republican or the Progressive platform." The 

thing that Wilson had wanted most was an unequivocal plank on 

Americanism, "but on this point the convention first showed 
(65) 

a disposition to pussyfoot. The President had sent his 

secretary and closest friend, Mr. Tumulty, to keep an eye on 

the happenings; and that gentleman was not slow in apprising 

Wilson of the new development. In turn, the President sent a 

telegram to Secretary Baker restating his wishes. Consequently 

when the patriotism plank was adopted it emphasized the note of 

Americanism as the master's voice had commanded. In turgid 

language it criticized all those whose activities were antagon- 
(66) 

istic to the Americanism theme. 

(63) Lansing, 6p. clt«. 160. 
(64) "The Political Campaign: The Platforms," The Independent, 

LXXXVI (July 10, 1916), 44. 
(65) Sullivan, op. clt., 236. 
(66) "The Democratic Platform," The Independent, LXXXVI 

(June 26, 1916), 505* 
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The prepardness plank adopted by the convention committed 

the party to support a defense program hut did not hind its hands 

with specific details as to the measure of prepardness considered 

necessary* In other words it stated: "We, therefore, favor 

the maintenance of an army fully adequate to requirements of ^ 

order and safety and of the protection of the nation’s rights*” 

It was also advocated that the country adopt the most modern 

of sea-coast defenses, and maintain a sufficiently large, 

trained resegve army; "and a fixed policy for the continuous 

development of a navy worthy to support the naval traditions 

of the United States and fully equal to its international 
m) 

tasks * * *” 

The platform on foreign relations repeated practically 

verbatim a speech of President Wilson that he had delivered 

at the annual meeting of the League on Enforced Peace in 

Washington a short time before* It said: "We believe that 

every people has the right to chose the sovereignity under 

which it shall live;" then the paragraph went on to express 

the party's belief that the small nations and states of the 

world were as much entitled to enjoy sovereignly as the 
(69) 

great and powerful ones* This was one of the longest planks 

in the platform, and it contained Wilson's real attitude as 

to what our relationship with the world was to be in the 

future. In contrast to the convention's orators who had 

(67) "Party Platforms," The American Review of Reviews, 
CXIII (July 1916)7~2^* 

(68) Ibid* 
(69) Porter, op. clt*. 377-378* 
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stressed the country's traditional neutrality, the plank barely 

mentioned the subject* What Wilson had wanted was to emphasize 

the fact that America's position in the world had been changed 

and it now was her duty to "join with the other nations of the 

world in any feasible association that will effectively serve 

these principles, to maintain inviolate the complete security 

of the highway of the sea for the common and unhindered use of 

all nations," and in conclusion Mr* Wilson had written "and to 

prevent any war begun either contrary to treaty convenants or 

without warning and frank submission of the provocation and . 
(70) 

causes to the opinion of mankind*" But when the plank emerged 

from the committee room the last clause had been deleted, or the 

cautious leaders of the convention had feared that the pacifist 
(71) 

loving delegates would feel that it committed the party too far* 

On the subject of the Great War and American citizens abroad, 

the platform stated: "We again declare the policy that the sacred 

rights of American citizens must be preserved at home and abroad, 

and that no treaty with any government shall receive the sanctions 

of our Government which does not recognize the absolute equality 
(72) 

of our citizens regardless of race, creed or ‘color*" This 

paragraph had been originated by Influential Jewish leaders* 

On June 7th it had been submitted but had not been included in 

the draft that Wilson had sent to the convention; that was des¬ 

pite the fact the President approved and supported it* The 

7° Baker, op. clt*. 260* 
(71) Ibid. 
(72) Porter, op* cit*. 378. 
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Resolutions Committee considered that the paragraph had merit so 

they included it in the draft that was presented to the delegates 

The President had thought it unnecessary to include a 

detailed statement of the party's policy regarding Mexico, hut 

the Committee had over-ruled him on that point, because they had 

feared that unless the party frankly stated their position on 

that question the Republicans would claim the ommission was 

nothing more than the party's way of saying that it did not 
(74) 

find the Administration's Mexican policy creditable* The 

plank referred to the lack of a stable and responsible govern¬ 

ment in Mexico capable of repressing and punishing the lawless 

elements that had killed American citizens, seized American 

property, and invaded American soil* It went on to say that 

the fact that these marauders were still at large necessitated 

this country to temporarily occupy Mexico with armed troops* 

"Until, by the restoration of law g.nd order therein, a repeti¬ 

tion of such incursions is improbable, the necessity for their 
(75) 

remaining will continue." 

The Monroe Doctrine was reaffinned in the platform, which 

also endorsed the Philippine Bill then before Congress. This 

bill promised ultimate freedom to the Philippines* The party's 

statement of policy also recommended closer accord with the 
(76) 

nations of the Western Hemisphere* 

Naturally the platform endorsed the Administration of 

(73 

(73) 
(74) 
(75) 

(76) 

Baker, op» clt*. 361* 
Ibid. 
"Mexico in Party Platforms," The American Review of Reviews, 
LIII (July 1916), 16* 

"Party Platforms," loc» clt», 20* 
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Woodrow Wilson and challenged comparison of the party's domes¬ 

tic record in keeping of its pledges and in its constructive 
(77) 

legislation, with that of any party of any time. The docu¬ 

ment pointed with pride to the achievements of the past three 

years in reforming the tariff, "rescuing our archaic hanking 

and currency system hy means of the Federal Reserve Act," 

creating a Federal Trade Commission, through which "fair com¬ 

petition in business is now assured," lifting‘human labor from 

the category of commodities" and secured "for the working man ^ 

the right of voluntary association for his protection and welfare." 

An anti-dumping clause was said to have been in the first 

draft of the Democratic platform as it had come from the White 

House. Rumors of this had been heard around St. Louis before 
(79) 

the convention met for its first session, but it did not 

appear in the completed document, because according to dispatches, 
tl(
8°) 

"it was too much for the tariff-for-revenue-only Democrats. 

The draft that was endorsed merely reaffirmed the party's'be¬ 

lief in the doctrine of a tariff for the purpose of providing 

sufficient revenue for the operation of the Government econom¬ 

ically administered," and unreservedly endorsed the Underwood 

Tariff Law as "truly exemplying that doctrine." It recogDnized 

the fact that "tariff-rates are necessarily subject to change to 

meet changing conditions." The plank also recommended a non¬ 

partisan tariff commission to make a through study of conditions, 

(77) "The Political Campaign; The Platform," loc.clt., 45* 
(78) "Democratic Campaign Issues," The Literary Digest, LIII 

(July 1, 1916), 4. 
(79) The New York Times. June 13, 1916, 1:1. 
(80) "Democratic Campaign Issues," loc. clt*. 4-5* 
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BO that legislation could he enacted in accordance with the facts 

rather than "in accordance with the demand of selfish interest, 
(81 

or upon information provided largely, if not exclusively hy them." 

The Democrats made a hid for the farm vote hy recalling 

the Administration’s agricultural record* The platform congrat¬ 

ulated the party on sponsoring such liberal legislation as the 

Rural Credits Act, the Good Roads Bill and other progressive 
(82) 

farm laws* The platform also favored the adoption of the 

Government Shipping Bill which was then pending in Congress* 

This Bill provided for the formation of a Shipping Board, to 

he composed of the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of 

Commerce as members ex officio, and 5 commissioners, to he 

named hy the President and confirmed hy Congress* "This Board 

was to have the power to regulate shipping rates and practice 

and to adjust rules of navigation* It would also have the power 

to recommend to Congress legislation calculated to benefit our 
(83) 

merchant marine*" The plank, like the hill, declared that 

"the Board, with approval of the President, Is authorized to 

have constructed and equipped in Americ§n shipyards and navy 

yards or elsewhere, giving preference, other things being 

equal, to domestic yards, or to purchase, lease or charter, 

vessels suitable, as far as the commercial requirements of 

the marine trade of the United States çiay permit, for use as 
(84) 

naval or military purpose." Other parts of the Bill gave 

to the Board power to lease, sell or charter to any citizen 

(81) "The Democratic Platform, "loc* olt*. 506* 
(82) Porter, op* clt*. 376* 
(83) "The Shipping Bill," The Outlook, CXIII (June 7, 1916) 290. 
(84) Jesephus Daniels, The Wilson Era—Years of Peace, 1910-1917, 

Chapel Hill, 1944, 416. 
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of the United States any of the vessels that the Board had ob¬ 

tained* In order to set up a corporation for the actual opera¬ 

tion of the ships the bill provided for the sale of §5,000,000 

worth of Panama Canal bonds* The Government's ownership of the 
(85) 

shJ3ps was to eni 5 years after the close of the European war* 

The applause and cheers which had greeted the various plants 

had been polite but not robust; the delegates were exhausted from 

their exertions of the day before, while the woman-packed galler¬ 

ies were quiet, because they were conserving their strength for a 

demonstration when the suffrage plank was mentioned* When the 

subject of the vote for women was raised, tension and excitement 

returned to the Coliseum* Certainly the most acrimonious debate 

of the convention centered on women's suffrage* The majority of 

the convention visitors that day were representatives of the 

women^s organizations* They had come bedecked with bright yellow 

sashes and belligerently unfurled yellow umbrellas* At the first 

mention of suffrage, soprano voices were raised in vociferous de¬ 

mand for a sweeping endorsement of their plank* When the issue 

reached the floor it was hotly debated* This was the first time 

in history, that votes for women had been the star feature of a 

session* Governor James Ferguson of Texas, the minority leader, 

delivered an impassioned address in opposition to women's suffrage* 

•(85) Ibid. 
(86) "tarty platforms," loc* clt*» 506* The story of the contro¬ 

versy over the suffrage question at the convention takes 
a sardonic twist, when it is remembered that Governor 
Ferguson, who bitterly denounced the granting of the fran¬ 
chise to women, after he was impeached, was only able to 
stay in Texas politics through his wife, Mrs. Miriam 
Ferguson* That lady was elected the first woman Governor 
of Texas through the effort and influence of her husband* 
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The Chief speaker on behalf of the franchise was Senator Walsh, 

of Montana, who told the convention in plain language, that un¬ 

less they included a suffrage plank in their platform they might 

as well face the fact that they would lose the electoral votes 
(87) 

in those states where the women had the ballot* His remarks 

were greeted by shrill high cheers from the balcony* When the 

issue was brought to a vote the anti-suffrage faction lost by 

a count of 87 to 984; the results were accompanied by a burst 
(88) 

of sound, a first cousin to a Rebel yell* The substitute 

plank which was favored by the women’s organization was then 

put to the vote and it was also rejected, 18l|- to 888^, and 

the Wilson plank was adopted* It stated: MWe recommend the 

extension of the franchise to the women of the country by the 
(89 ) 

states upon the same terms as men*” 

The strong peace feeling of the convention was represented 

in a plank that extravagantly praised Wilson and his Administra¬ 

tion; it was not a product of the President's pen* This state¬ 

ment was merely a familiar procedure that was always included in 

the party platform* It endorsed the President and Vice-President 

for the way in which they had performed their duties, but at that 

point a sentence had been added — who wrote it no one seemed to 

know — that expressed the real feeling of the convention; a 

sentence that contained the phrase upon which the entire campaign 

was to turn: MIn particular we commend to the American people 

the splendid diplomatic victories of our great President, who has 

(87) The New York Times. June 17. 1916. 1:1. 
(88) Ibid* 
(89) Porter, op« clt.. 388* 
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preserved the vital interests of our government and its citizens 
(90) 

and kept us out of war. The convention closed on that note, 

and the rank and file of the party went forth, clothed in the 

robes of peacemakers, to convince the voting public that 

Woodrow Wilson was the bulwark which had stood, and would stand, 

between them and war* 

(90) Baker, Life and Letters « 257* 



CHAPTER IV 

THE BATTLE OF THE BALLOT 

On the evening of November 7th, election day, the press 

of the great Eastern dailies had begun to turn out the elec¬ 

tion news* Extra editions of even such Democratic papers as 

The New York Times and The New York World hit the streets with 
r 

banner headlines that announced the election of Hughes* It 

was estimated that Hughes had won with 290 electoral votes, 

and that when the final count was in, the figure might even 

reach 312 because of the 7 states still in doubt* Because 

Hughes had carried the east by a large majority, almost every¬ 

one conceded him the election, for there was a time-honored 

tradition that the candidate who carried the Atlantic and the 
(1) 

New England States would be the victor* The ex-Justice had 

retired, comfortably assured that he had won the election by 

an overwhelming majority* The President had gone to bed con¬ 

vinced that the country had repudiated him and his policies; 

but Wilson had been cheered by the thought of the dramatic 

announcement he Intended to make when his defeat with a cer- 
(2) 

tainty• 

(1) The New York Times. November 7» 1916, 1:1* 
(2) Lansing, op* clt*. 165* On the afternoon of the election 

Mr* Wilson had delivered to Secretary of State Lansing a 
letter which had been enclosed in a wax-sealed envelope, 
addressed in the President's handwriting and marked 
"strictly confidential." Inside was a communication, 
typed by the President, in which he wrote that he recog¬ 
nized that an embarrassing situation would arise in the 
event of Mr* Hughes being elected. He went on to say 
that he considered it his patriotic duty to relinquish 
the office to the man who had received the confidence 
of the people, because crises would probably arise during 
the four Intervening months that would have to be met, 
and that no President should attempt to do so unless the 



Early on the morning of the 8th, Mr. Hughes had received 

a congratulatory message from the Republican National Chairman, 

Mr. William Wi)Clcox, who in turn had received the ex-Justice's 

thanks* A little before noon a note of doubt arose, because 

reports from the West began to trickle in. The Republicans 

were still complacent, for they could not believe that the 

traditionally Republican West would not follow the party line. 

By noon, an atmosphere of suspense existed. A note that was 

sent to Colonel House exemplified that feeling. It was written 

by Mr. E. S. Martin, Editor of Life, and was dated November 8, 

1916, noon. "Mr. Martin is holding up the funeral wreath he 

ordered for Colonel House, till he knows the result of the 

current proceedings to reanimate the corpse. Meanwhile he 

(2) cont. the people were solidly behind him. The President 
pointed out the difficulty under the constitution of 
transferring executive power before a presidential term 
had expired. In order to overcome this difficulty 
Wilson suggested that Mr. Lansing as Secretary of State 
should resign, and then hé would name Hughes to the 
office; as soon as the latter assumed office, then 
Wilson and Vice-President Marshall would resign, and 
Hughes by reason of his holding office of the Secretary 
of State would be President. The existence of this 
letter was known to Colonel House, and in Seymour op. 
clt., 383» an account is given of how the Colonel and 
Attorney General Gregory on the evening of the elec¬ 
tion, when things looked their worst, decided to inves¬ 
tigate the question of the President's resignation. 
To obtain this information (they were in New York City) 
they went to the Bar Association to look up the Federal 
Statutes on the subject, "it was discovered that it 
would be necessary for the President to call the Senate 
in session to confirm Hughes' appointment as Secretary 
before he would be eligible to the Presidency." Wilson 
may have gotten his idea about how to proceed from 
General Huerta of Mexico (1913)» who had become 
Provisional President by first forcing the elected 
President Madero and Vice-President Luarez to resign 
and then Laccurin, the Secretary of State became 
President, and he in turn appointed Huerta to the 
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begs the Colonel not to feel neglected.” One after the 

other the Western States upon which the Democrats had spent 

their efforts and money began to fall into the Wilson column. 

The shock of undeception that the new results caused was very 

great to the Hughes supporters, for they had accepted the news- 
a 

papers figures as established facts. ”The first intimations 

came to managers, candidates and Journalists alike. They had 

talked of land slides and tidal waves, but not of political 
(4) 

revolution.” 

It was not until November 11th that all the returns were 

in. The election hinged on 12 electoral votes, and California 

was the state that had the votes. The contest had been so 

close in both California and Minnesota that it had been nec¬ 

essary to have a recount. The final results in California 

showed that Wilson led by a majority of 3,000, this slight 

lead gave him the Presidency because he had needed 266 votes 
(5) 

to be elected, and in the end he had received 277* 

While the election had many interesting aspects, cer¬ 

tainly the most Important was the change that had been made 

in the political map of the United States. Ever since the 

Civil War's issues were settled, there had been recurring 

(2) concluded. Cabinet, after doing so Lassurin then re¬ 
signed. For more information see McGregorPresident 
Wilson's Mexican Policy'^ The Outlook, CXIII (May 3, 
1916), 36-37• 

(3) Seymour, op. clt.. 382. 
(4) "Changing the Political Map of the United States," 

Current Opinion. LXI (December 1916), 366. 
(5) "Woodrow Wilson Wins With Few Votes to Spare, "The American 

Review of Reviews. LIV (December 1916), 580. The 
California vote took a long time to count because the 
method printing and arranging the ballots made the Job 
of counting painfully tedious. There were also many 
scratched up ballots, which added to the difficulty. 
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efforts to form a combination of some sort between the South 

and the West»" The Greeribackers had tried it, the Populists 

had tried it, the Labor Party had tried it, the Free-Silver 

Democrats had tried it, the Progressives had tried it* The 

West could be induced to Join a new party but the South would 
(6) 

not*" The incredulous East was slow in comprehending the « „(7) 
fact that "the sceptre of power had passed to the West* 

They considered it unbelievable that "the cash register pa¬ 

triotism of Hew York had been spat upon by a virile American 

West." 

The concrete evidence of the official returns finally 

forced the Republican East to accept Wilson's election as an 

accomplished fact* But on the heels of their acquiesence, 

the cry went out over the nation demanding to know why the 

normally Republican and Progressive West had endorsed a 

Democrat* To obtain immediate information, the Western news¬ 

papers (Republican and Independent) were bombarded by tele¬ 

grams. The answer to those wires, pointing as they did to 

the events of the campaign, showed a wide variety of causes 

for the surprising Republican defeat* An analysis of these 

causes showed that some operated on a nation-wide, some on a 

single-state scale. Wilson's Mexican and European programme 

had cost him the electoral votes of the larger of the Eastern 

(5) cont* For more information see "Surprise over California," 
The American Review of Reviews, LIV (December 1916), 581 

(6) "Changing the Political Map of the United States," loc.clt 
366, * 

(7) "Why Wilson Won," The Literarv Digest, LIII (November 18, 
1916), 1313* 

(8) "Quote from The New York World found in "Why Wilson Won," 
loc* clt*, 1313. 
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States, but had gained for him the support of many votes in 

the West* East of the Mississippi, the slogan "he kept us 

out of war" had met with rebellion and contumely, but in the 

South and the West the pacifists, especially the women, showed 

their approval of the Presidents stand, as opposed to Hughes 

lack of a concrete programme* The ex-Justice criticized the 

Administration's domestic policies but in the final analysis 

had proposed nothing better* The Progressives of the nation 

showed their approval of the legislation that had been enacted 

in the last three years at the polls* These were not the only 

issues, it is true, there were others, such as child labor and 

the President's diplomatic appointments* But in the final 

analysis it was certainly shown that they had had little or 
(9) 

no effect in determining the outcome of the election. Mr* 

Fremont Older, Editor of The San Francisco Star who had stated 

that "the deflection of Hughes began when he came to the state 

and affiliated himself with the anti-Johnson Republicans — 

and thus many Johnson Progressives turned to Wilson because 
(10) 

of hi? progressiveness.' The famous Johnson snub has 

been the factor most discussed ever since* 

For more than six years the Republican party in California 

had been torn by extremely bitter factional strife. The reg¬ 

ular Republicans had had the control of the party machine, 

(9) Seymour, op* clt*. 361* The Republicans felt confident 
of victory because the party when united enjoyed a 
plurality of votes* In 1916, The G-.O.P. thought re¬ 
union was an accomplished fact when Roosevelt became 
a supporter of Hughes* 

(10) "Why Wilson Won," loc* clt*. 1313• 
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but the Progressives under the leadership of Hiram Johnson 

had chafed under that yoke* In August 1916, Johnson had run 

in the Republican primaries, against a regular, Willis H* 

Booth of Los Angeles, for the Republican nomination for the 

United States Senate* The Old Guard in the state had been 

bitterly opposed to Johnson and had used every means to de¬ 

feat him. The regular Republican press had been particu¬ 

larly venomous* The Los Angeles Times spoke of Johnson as 

Mr* Booth's "politico-mongrel opponet*" while the San Francisco 

Chronicle said: "There was never a ranker political humbug 

than Hiram Johnson* He is hateful in spirit, coarse in his 

nature, vile in his language, tricky in politics* He has 

for four years devoted himself, through subservient legis¬ 

lature, to such manipulation of our election laws as might 

enable him, with the aid of the machine he has created, to 

„(11) 
perpetuate the fraud which he is now attempting• 

It was into that atmosphere that Hughes had come to make 

a three day tour of the state* When he crossed he state line 

he had been met by the heads of the regular organization, 

who accompanied him throughout his tour and were conspicious 

at the functions given for him* Hughes could not object, 

for he knew that he had to recogohlzè them as the accepted 

Republican leaders in California* He did however try to 

acknowledge Johnson by sending a congratulatory telegram 

to him at the time he was elected to be the Republican nominee. 

This message said: "Trust that there will be a complete union 

of forces, insuring a throughgoing victory*" Not once during 

(11) "The Johnson Victory," The Literary Digest, LIII 
(September 23, 1916), 7^2* 
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the tour, did Hughes and Johnson meet, and the friends of the 

Senator-elect felt that the regulars were responsible for 

keeping Hughes from seeing Johnson, while the 6 Id Guard 

thought Johnson extremely sensitive* The position that 

Johnson took was that he could not call without a personal 

invitation* There had been a period of two hours when both 

had been in a Long Beach hotel; Johnson had known that Hughes 

was present, but in fairness to the ex-Justice, he had been 
(12) 

unaware that Johnson was in the hotel# Mr* William Allen 

White tells in his Autobiography of a visit that he had with 

Hughes in late August* This meeting took place in Estes Park, 

Colorado, Just a few days after the California episode* in’the 

course of the conversation the Johnson Incident came up, and 

the ex-Justice had been well aware of his blunder* If he 

had not been, the press would have soon enlightened him; the 

New York Evening Post declared "Progressives were indignant 

over the impression that their captain had been rebuffed, and 

their chief ignored* If the vote were taken today, Hughes 

could not carry the state against Wilson; and a change is un- 
(14) 

likely before November* The San Francisco Star (Indepen¬ 

dent) said: "The Hughes' talks were flat, stale and unprofit¬ 

able,—dismally, damnably dull* The way they were received by 

the vast audiences convinced us that, with the Republican party 

in California as hopelessly divided as in 1912, the state will 

H(15) 

go Democratic in November* 

(12) Sullivan, Op* cit*. 241-244* 
(13) White, Autobiography. 529-530. 
(14) "The Johnson Victory," loc* cit*. 742. 
(15) "Has Hughes Won the West?" The Literary Digest, LIII 

(September 9, 1916), 590. 
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Like California, the answer to why the State of Washington 

went Democratic was found in the words of the Editor of the 

Spokane Spokesman (Independent)* "No Progressive leaders 

were brought into the state to campaign, and no local Progressives 

were used unless they were nominees* Consequently the Progress- 
(16) 

ives of Washington resented the treatment*" 

HE KEPT US OUI OF WAR 

The campaign in California as well as the rest of the 

country had revolved to a large extent around the slogan "He 

kept us out of war*" The women of the Western States, includ¬ 

ing California, had searched their hearts and had found comfort 

in Wilson's foreign policies* For that reason their vote was 

solidly behind the President* Wilson had been considered in 

the public mind as the bulwark that stood between this nation 

and warring Europe* From the time of the Democratic Convention 

until the election in November, the party's press had repeated 

and repeated the slogan until the thought had become imbedded 

in the public mind*" The value of it was that it was true. 

However his opponents might abuse the methods which he had 

employed and might denounce his policies as cowardly and as an 

abandonment of American rights, the fact remained that Mr* Wilson 
U7) 

had up until that time kept us out of war* 

(16) "Why Wilson Won," loc* clt.,1513* 
(17) Lansing op* clt*. 160* Another important thing was the fact 

that the warring nations had been most careful to do 
nothing,all during the months of the campaign, to disturb 
the peace that existed, Germany had abandoned her sub¬ 
marine campaign; while the Allies did not interfere with 
the U* S* mail or do other acts to enrage the American 
public. 
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From the launching of the campaign, the Republicans had 

centered their principal attacks on Wilson’s foreign policies, 

with particular reference to his failure to settle the Lusitania 

Case and the unsatisfactory handling of the Mexican situation* 

In discussing the question of the country’s relation to Europe, 

Hughes in his acceptance speech declared that he stood "for 

the unflinching maintenance of all American rights on land 

and sea." As for the Administration's policy towards Germany, 

the Republicans stated, "Had this Government, by the use of 

both formal and informal diplomatic opportunities, left no 

doubts that when we said ’strict accountability' we meant what 

we said, and that we would not hesitate to vindicate that posi¬ 

tion, I am confident that there would have been no destruction 
(18) 

of American lives by the sinking of the Lusitania*" In 

regard to Mexico, Hughes declared that by the blunders of the 

Administration, the United States had made enemies instead of 

friends in Mexico. This country's interference at Vera Cruz 

and Tampico was described as "reflecting discredit on the 

Administration." "Descrying interference," he said "we inter- 

ferred most exasperatingly." Hughes then stated that the 

country had not kept out of actual combat, and that "the soil 

of Mexico was stained with the blood of our soldiers." As to 

what the future policy of this country should be Hughes said: 

"The Nation had no policy of agression towards Mexico," the 

United States had no desire for any Mexican territory, and 

that this country only desired that her Southern neighbor 

(lb) "Why Hughes Finds Wilson Wanting," The Literary PiRest 
LIII (August 12, 1916), 335-336. 
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have peace, prosperity and stability* Hughes went on to accuse 

the Administration of creating conditions, that could only be 

overcome by adopting a new policy, "a policy of firmness and 

consistency, through which alone we can promote an enduring 
(19) 

friendship*" The speech had been received by the press with 

varied reactions, depending on their political complexion* The 

New York Trlburte called it "a great Republican speech and a 

great American speech.” Another Republican paper the St. Louis 

G-lobe-Democrat referred to it "as a masterly presentation of 

the case against Wilson." The Independent papers were not so 

enthusiastic, the Rochester Herald called Hughes* utterance 

"the feeblest effort of his career", while the Christian Science 

Monitor, the New York Post, and the Journal of Commerce, found 

it an excellent attack, but disappointing in its lack of con¬ 

structive ideas. The New York Mall claimed that it had heard 

from Carnegie Hall "the strains of 'Onward Christian Soldiers,' 

mingled harmoniously with the softened creaking of the Old 
(20) 

Party machine*" The Independents throughout the country 

accepted the speech as "an excellent syllabus of his campaign 

against the Administration..," but in their minds "the task 

still before Mr. Hughes was not to show wherein President 

Wilson had failed, but how he might have succeeded, and to 

demonstrate the manner in which the principles which would 

have safeguarded our honor and security in the past could be 
(21) 

applied successfully in the future*" 

(19) "Mr. Hughes States the Issues," The Outlook, CXIII 
(August 9, 1916), 828. 

(20) "Why Hughes Finds Wilson Wanting," loo* clt.. 336* 
(21) "Mr.Hughes States the Issue," loc. clt., 829* 
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The nation, particularly the pacifist West, waited for 

gughes to reveal his secret formula for .avoiding war and 

settling the country's foreign difficulties without adopting 

the policies of Wilson. Hughes toured the West for a month, 

and from day to day it had been expected that the ex-Justice 

would present the Republicans * plans; but Hughes offered 

nothing but unconstructive criticism of the Wilson adminis¬ 

tration. The patience of some of the Western newspapers had 

been exhausted^and they had become scathing in their remarks 

concerning Hughes' speeches. The Butte American C&nd.) found 

Hughes "about as full of magnetism as an icicle, and about as 

convincing as a weathervane," while the Springfield Republican 

(Ind.) declared "that Hughes' speeches were rounding up a 
(22) 

large number of votes for Woodrow Wilson." 

Hughes lost the West,not only because he had offered no 

concrete program on how the country should conduct its foreign 

affairs; but also because as the canvass progressed, sus¬ 

picion had grown concerning his true attitude towards neu¬ 

trality. Wilson's doctrine of Americanism had been politi¬ 

cally fool-proof, because it could not be fought except by 

an "assertion of Americanism-plus." The Republicans had 

questioned the fitness of the President to carry out the 

doctrine but they had to accept his thesis. From the 

beginning, Wilson had enjoyed an advantage over Hughes, since 

he had already repudiated the hyphen-vote, whereas the 

ex-Justice had had to "assert the principle without driving 

(22) "Has Hughes Won the West," loc. clt.. 593 
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away either of the groups whose sympathies in the war had 
(23) 

turned them against Wilson» 

From the outset the German element in the United States 

h§d come out very generally in support of Hughes* Such papers 

as The Fatherland and others had been extravagant in their 

praise of him and bitter in their denounciations of Wilson# 

The press in Germany had shown the same attitude towards the 

candidates* The ffolnlsche Zeltung, the mouthpiece of the 

German Foreign Office, seemed to look with favorable eye on 

the Republican candidate* It stated that the German people 

did not expect a definite pro-German in the Presidential chair 

but would be contented with a genuine neutral*1 "German 

Americans, on whose votes perhaps the decision of the election 
are 

rests, «a? for the most part publically on the side of Hughes* 

They now have the opportunity of paying President Wilson back 
(24) 

for his unheard-of attacks on their American nationality* 

Both the Ex-Justice and the Republican managers, from 

the beginning of the canvass had attempted to maintain a tem¬ 

porizing attitude towards what was known as the hyphenates* 

They had been very careful not to alienate the support of 

either the German-Americans or the Irish element that had 

been hostile to Great Britain* Hughes* second campaign tour 

had taken him throughout the Middle West; because of the 

large German-American population in that part of the nation, 

(23) Paxson, op» clt», 349* 
(24) "As Germany Views the Candidates," The Literary Digest. 

LIII (July 1, 1916), 23* 
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hie speeches had been carefully edited to exclude any word 

that would prove offensive. Since an attack on the hyphenates 

had been out of the question; the ex-Justice had been forced 

to speak "vigorous platitudes for 'America first'; a doctrine 

none could challenge and that possessed no partisan relevance." 

"in that aspect of the canvass, the support of Roosevelt 

had proved to be a liability to Hughes, for the Colonel re- 
(26) 

fused to make concessions to prudence." Up until the time 

of Roosevelt's plunge into the campaign, the Hughes' advisors 

had complained over the tameness of the affair; but after the 

Colonel began to make his aptly described "eat 'em alive" 

speeches the whole canvass took on a new complexion. In 

Maine, on August 31st, Roosevelt compared Wilson's neutrality 

"to that of Pontius Pilate, with apologies to the latter." 

He also referred to the President as "the spokesman for all 

the 'flubdubs,' 'mollycoddles,' and 'flopdoodle pacifists' 
(27) 

who were too yellow to fight." "There should be shadows enough 

at Shadow Lawn," Roosevelt said, "The shadows of men, women 

and children who have risen from the ooze of the ocean. • • 

The shadows of the helpless whom Mr. Wilson did not dare 

protect lest he might have to face danger; the shadows of 

babies gasping pitifully as they sank beneath the waves ... 
(28) 

Those are the shadows proper to Shadow Lawn." 

(25) The New York Times. September 25, 1916, 1:1. 
(26) Paxson, op. clt>, 361. 
(27) The New York Times. September 1, 1916, 1:1. 
(28) Roger Butterfield, The American Past, New York, 1947» 

355* The "Shadows'1 speech was based on the fact 
that the President was spending the summer on a 
New Jersey estate called Shadow Lawn. Secretary 
of the Navy Daniels In his book, The Wilson Era, 465, 
mentioned that the President remained in resident 
at Shadow Lawn rather than the White House, because 

(25) 
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What Roosevelt's speeches did was to build up in the 

public mind a picture of what might have been had he been 

President in 1914; this created the natural Inference "from 

his excoriation of Wilson's neutrality" that a Republican 

victory in '16 would mean a change of policy, and that change 

would be war* Each of the Colonel's violent speeches had 

brought a flood of protest to the Republican National Com¬ 

mittee, and these objections came not only from the German- 

Amerlcan element but also from all the pacifists in the 
(29) 

nation whose ranks had been swelled by the women of America* 

Roosevelt’s declaration: "That if he had been President 

when the Lusitania was sunk, he would have seized every German 

vessel in American waters," gave the Democrats a wonderful 

opening for an attack on Hughes* Vance McCormick, Chairman 

of the Democrat National Committee, immediately challenged 
(30) 

the Republican candidate to endorse the Colonel's position* 

Several days later at a rally, a heckler put the question to 

the ex-Justice point-blank: "What would you have done when 

the Lusitania was sunk?" Hughes answered "• • • when I said 

'strict accountability' every nation would have known that 

(28) cont* he did not think it proper for a Presidential 
candidate to campaign from the Nation's official 
residence. 

(29) Lansing, op* clt*. 161* 
(30) The New York Times. October 1, 1916, 1:1* After the 

outbreak of World War I about 500,000 tons of German 
and Austrian vessels were interned in U* S. ports* 
For more information see: McAdoo, op* clt*, 309-311* 
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that was meant; and further, when notice was published with 

respect to the action (the action threatened), I would have 

made it known, in terms unequivocal and unmistakable, that 

we should not tolerate a continuance of friendly relations 

through the ordinary diplomatic channels if that action were 

taken, and the Lusitania would never have been sunk*" This 

declaration was the one time that Hughes avowed that he would 
(3D 

have shown a more martial spirit than the President* 

Hughes had found himself in an impossible position* He 

knew as well as Wilson that this country did not want war: 

and that peace activities in general represented a tremendous 

weight of opinion, probably deepest seated in the West and 
(32) 

South* "How could he, then, or the Republican managers, 

approve the fire-eating proposals of Roosevelt, who was going 

up and down the country insisting that 'the time for the 

ostrich policy, the time for the head-in-a-hole policy, in 
(33) 

America had passed’?" A few days before the campaign 

(31) The New York Times, October 3» 1916, 1:1* The phrase, 
"strict accountability," was used in the note that the 
President sent to Germany on February 10, 1915* 
"• • • hold the Imperial German Government to strict 
accountability*" For more information on the German 
submarine activities that lead to the sending of that 
note see: Sullivan, op» clt«, 104-105* 

(32) Baker, Life and Letters, 119* Peace movement had sprung 
up all over the country in 1915* There was a woman's 
peace organization that was headed by Jane Addams, one 
of the foremost leaders in social reforms. Bryan, after 
he had resigned from the Cabinet had stumped the country 
and innoculated his audiences with the "peace-at-any- 
price" germ* President Lowell of Harvard and ex-President 
Taft had headed an organization called The League of 
Enforced Peace; it had been a constructive enterprise 
that had awakened widespread Interest and discussion* 
Although some of the peace movements wen£ to extremes, 
they had large voting memberships. 

(33) Lansing, op* clt*, ld-19* Secretary of State Lansing said 
that majority of the members of the Senate and House of 
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closed Hughes had "been forced to declare that "A vote for me 

is not a vote for war* It is a vote for lasting peace* It 

is a vote for the maintenance of American rights on land and 
(34) 

sea*” 

Wilson had begun the campaign with several advantages over 

Hughes, the Democratic watchword, ”He kept us out of war," had 

a great deal more emotional appeal than the Hughes' slogan, 

"American first, America efficient*" The phrase had not been 

a promise on the part of Wilson to stay at peace* "He, him¬ 

self, never used the slogan nor gave it endorsement—never 

made the promise to keep us out of war*" He had been entirely 

free to go to war if he had had consent to—but by indirection, 

he had deceived the people by the use of the slogan* The 

phrase had covered the billboards of the nation and had fur- 
(35) 

nlshed the text for many a Democratic orator* Since 1915, 

Wilson had waged an open struggle for prepardness, because he 

knew how slender was the hope of keeping America out of war; 

so in '16 he had been chary of the boast that he had kept us 

out of war* "With all his might, indeed, he had attempted to 

make a diplomatic position for the United States at home and 

(33) cont* Representatives had been emphatically in support 
of our remaining neutral; and that even if Wilson had 
wanted to declare war at the time of the Lusitania in¬ 
cident, Congress probably would not have backed his 
proposal* In December 1916 a private canvass was made 
of the House on the subject of war with Germany, and 
even at that date, a majority of the members were op¬ 
posed to any course but neutrality* For more informa¬ 
tion see ibid, 24* 

(34) The New York Times, November 1, 1916, I si* 
(35) White, Autobiography, 529* 
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abroad so strong that our entrance, when It had come, had been 
„(36) 

in a righteous cause*” 

However, Wilson personally had not been above using the 

slogan by implication* To a committee of students, who had 

arranged an anti-military demonstration in New York, the Pres¬ 

ident wrote: "The whole spirit and principle of militarism is 

abominable to me*" Toward the end of the campaign Wilson 

"taking a master's hand, practised a Gettysburg manoeuvre of 

dialectic against the Republicans*" He had said: "We must 

draw the conclusion that if the Republican party is put In 

power at the coming election, our foreign policy will be radi¬ 

cally changed* They say all our present policy is wrong* If 

it Is wrong and they are men of conscience, they must change 

it; and if they are going to change it, in what direction are 

they going to change it? There is only one choice as against 
(37) 

peace and that is war*" In other words Wilson had said: 

Elect Hughes and you will be at war; elect me and you will be 

kppt out* It had placed the ex-Justice and his party in a 

dilemma and kept them there. The women of the West had liked 

what they had heard and had expressed their feeling at the 

polls in November* 

Before the canvass was over Hughes had found that the 

support of the Hyphenates had been a two-edged sword* The 

dominant note of Wilson's acceptance speech, at Shadow Lawn, 

(36) Quotation from Wells, The Unknown Wilson, found in 
Sullivan, op. cit», 23Ô# 

(37) White, Woodrow Wilson 343* 
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on September 2nd, had been unquenchable American idealism* 

In that speech he had declared: MI neither seek the favor 

nor fear the displeasure of that small alien element among 

us which puts loyalty to a foreign power before loyalty to 
(38) 

the United States.” The astuteness of his unqualified de¬ 

fiance was proven by the enthusiastic reception it melt every¬ 

where. However, a month later occured an episode that cast 

the acceptance day declaration into the shade. Jeremiah A. 

O'Leary, President of the American Truth Society, "had been 

patronized but not trusted by the German embassy.” He had 

been engaged in an effort to dislodge the Irish and the German 

vote from the Democratic ticket. O'Leary, a fanatical sup¬ 

porter of an independent Irish Republic and an inveterate 

hater of the British, and therefore of the Allied^ cause, sent 

a long telegram to the President in the name of the Truth 

Society, in which he declared himself against the President, 

alluded to the latter's "pro-British policies" and charged 

him with "truckling to the British Empire." The wire from 

beginning to end was insolent and offensive. Wilson seized 

the opening; he replied in a message so brief and so pointed 

that it was quoted everywhere: 

"I would feel deeply mortified to have you or 
anyone like you vote for me. Since you have access 
to many disloyal Americans and I have not, I wish 
you to convey this message to them."(39) 

(38) "The President Defends His Record," The Literary Digest, 
LIII (September 16, 1916), 654. 

(39) "Whose Americanism Is in Doubt," The American Review 
of Reviews, LIV (October 1916), 460. 
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The O'Leary message gained for Wilson a tactical advan¬ 

tage* The Democratic National Committee investigated the 

matter; it discovered that Hughes, "so far from repudiating 

the overtures of the anti-British group, had been in con¬ 

ference with them, and asserted that the ex-Justice was in 

secret alliance with the hyphens*" The Committee had been 

unable to prove an agreement, "but it did make widely known 

his backing by the American Independence Conference, and 
(40) 

tainted it with German intrigue. Wilson's direct and uncom¬ 

promising challenge to the hyphenated groups, plus the accu¬ 

sations against Hughes, had been a "piece of political strat¬ 

egy which can hardly be matched in any presidential campaign." 
(41) 

It had made thousands of votes for Wilson. 

Senator Henry Cabot Lodge launched a counter offensive 

a few days after the attack on the Republican candidate, but 

it did not help. In a speech made in Boston, he had charged 

that in connection with the Lusitania note there had been a 

proposed postscript which had confidentially assured Germany 

that "strict accountability" did not mean what it said, and 

he called on Wilson to explain. The Republican National Com¬ 

mittee, under the leadership of its Chairman William R. 

Wilcox, circulated the demand. Lodge had blundered very 

clumsily, because he had ascribed the postscript to the 

second Lusitania note which had been sent on June 9, 1915» 

and then he had had to correct himself and said that he had 

(40) Paxson, op. clt.« 350. 
(41) Lansing, op. clt.. 162-63 
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meant the first note of May 13* The Democrats were not slow 

in pointing out that he was wrong in characterizing either 

of the notes as the "strict accountability" one, since the 

expression hàd been used in the original note on the subject 
(42) 

of submarine warfare, dated February 10, 1915» The Senator 

had been left completely stranded when Henry Breckenrldge, 

former Assistant Secretary of War, and upon whose alleged 

statement the charge was based, denied it explicitly* 

On October 30th, Wilson so denied the charge that he 

"substantially gave Lodge the lie*" He said: "it was sug¬ 

gested after the note was ready for transmission, that an 

intimation be conveyed to the German Government that a pro¬ 

posal for arbitration would be acceptable, and one member 

of the Cabinet spoke to me about it, but it was never dis¬ 

cussed in Cabinet meeting and no threat of resignation was 

ever made, for the very good reason that I rejected the 

suggestion after giving it such consideration as I thought 

every proposal deserved when touched so grave a matter* It 
(43) 

was inconsistent with the purpose of the note*" 

The Democratic party's defense of its foreign policy 

was sumed up in a speech made by Secretary of the Interior 

Lane in answer to Hughes' criticisms of the Administration* 

Lane said: "if you say discharge Woodrow Wilson from his 

(42) Sullivan, Op. clt*. 105-106* In Lansing, op* clt«, 28, 
the former Secretary of State Robert Lansing stated 
that the words "strict accountability" appeared in the 
instructions sent to American Ambassador to Germany, 
Mr* Girard on May 13, 1915* 

(43) James Kearney, The Political Education of Woodrow Wilson, 
New York, 1926, 376* 
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Job and put me in his place, am I not entitled to say to you: 

What would you have done in his stead? Prove to me that you 

could have done better. What is your policy? What knowledge 

had you of the situation that confronted Wilson when he had 

to act? What policy that you have invented would give the 

country greater prestige abroad and more happiness at home 

than the one employed by the President when the emergency 
(44) 

came.” The Democratic defenses were almost impenetrable* 

The Republicans on occasions drew blood, but they had been 

unable to deal Wilson a mortal wound. According to the Spokane 

Republican (Ind.) and the Minneapolis Journal (Ind*) the 

Independents, after they had weighed the evidence, gave 

Wilson the nod because they had believed that hiis shield 

offered the greatest security* 

THE ADAMSON ACT 

In the closing weeks of Congress, which had adjourned 

on September 8th, a number of measures had been passed whose 

political usefulness had been as great as their value in sub¬ 

stance* One of the most important of the bills passed was 

the Adamson Act* Wilson's sponsorship of that gesture to 

Labor was given by the editor of The San. Francisco Star as 

the paramount reason why the labor-element of California 
(45) 

had supported the Democratic candidate* 

(44) "What Would You Have Done," The American Review of Reviews, 
New York, 1926, 376* 

(45) "Why Wilson Won," loc* clt., 1313* 
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The rapprochement between the President and labor had 

had its beginning back in the days when Wilson had been cam¬ 

paigning for the governship of New Jersey. At that time he 

had declared that it was not only "perfectly legitimate" but 

"absolutely necessary" for labor to organize and thus secure 

Justice for itself. Wilson had criticised organ!zed!labor, 

not because of its organization but because some of its ac¬ 

tivities had been harmful to the community. He had declared 

that the public welfare was his criterion in all cases. From 

the beginning he had not looked upon capital and labor as 

distinct classes of the population. He had stated that "to 

hold such a view would make it impossible to have a free 

Government." Wilson had seemed "to hold to the doctrine of 
(46) 

humanity rather than to the doctrine of a specific class. 

Throughout the 1912 campaign Wilson had preached against 

the attitude of capital toward labor. "Capital should be 

humanized," he argued, "by being brought into a more under¬ 

standing contact with labor." He undertook to hasten this 

humanizing process by supporting the Clayton Act, which 

Congress had passed in 1914. "Section VI of the Statute 

states that ‘labor of a human being is not a commodity or 

article of commerce', in other words the law protected labor 
(47) 

as the property of the laborer, not of the employer." 

While the act did not greatly enlarge the rights of labor, 

(46) Kearney, op. clt.. 34. 
(47) Congressional Record, Sixty-fourth Congress, First Session, 

XV, 1395-1396, as quoted in McKown, op. clt., 81. 
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"it did define and confirm its rights which otherwise might 
(48) 

have "been subject to encroachment*" The labor element had 

begn delighted with the Olayton Act and called it the "Magna 

Carta of Labor*" 

As early as 1913, the President had become convinced of 

the Justice of the shorter working day* At that time he had 

approved measures that had given "certain federal employees 

the benefit of a decreased working day." On February 15, 

1916 a bill was passed which limited the working hours of 

women and children in the District of Columbia; another bill 

passed on October 20, 1914 established the eight-hour day 

for post office clerks and carriers. So when the Four Brother¬ 

hoods threatened to strike in the summer (f 1916, his sanction 

of their demands had been right in line with his declared con¬ 

viction. He had believed "that the eight-hour day had the 

sanction of society. . ♦ in the interest of health, effl- 

ciency and contentment and a general increase in economic 
(49) 

vigor * * . it is not arbitrable." 

On August 29» 1916, Wilson had addressed Congress* He 

demanded that it settle a bitter controversy between the 

railroads of the country and the four great brotherhoods* 

A strike had been called for the midnight before Labor Day, 

September 4* All attempts at conciliation had failed* The 

United States had been faced with a tie-up of the railroad 

lines, that would not only have been disastrous to business^ 

(48) A* T# Mason, Organized Labor and the Law, 244, as quoted 
in McKown, op. cit., 82* 

(49) Ibid., 85* 
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"but would have seriously endangered the country’s recently 
(50) 

enacted prepardness program* 

The American railroads had been caught in a squeeze* 

For more than twelve years they had been under the control 

of not only the Interstate Commerce Commission, but also 

similar commissions of the various states* As a consequence 

railway rates had been frozen* "They had been held to pub¬ 

lished tariffs, barred from pooling and rebating, and not 

permitted to change their charges without the consent of ad¬ 

ministrative bodies whose tendency was to keep the rates 
(51) 

down*" While their operating expenses had been increased 

by the imposition upon them of workmen's compensation laws 

and costly installation of new safety devices, they had been 

forced to sell their services in a controlled market, but 

had had to buy their labor and supplies in a competitive 

market in which prices had soared. In 1916 the railroads 

of this country were in distress* They had found it very 

hard to continue to pay interest on their bonds or dividends 

to their stockholders; they had found it even.harder to find 

funds for necessary improvements* Every plea that they had 

made for relief had.been discredited by the odium cast by 

the Progressive movement on all corporate wealth* Consequent¬ 

ly, as their financial picture had become blacker, their bar- 
(52) 

gaining with their employees had become more severe* 

(50) "The President's Hand in the Railway Crisis," The Literary 
Digest, LIII (September 9, 1916), 547* 

(51) Paxson, op. clt.. 353-354. 
(52) "The Railway Dispute," The Outlook, CXIII (June 28, 

1916), 446. 
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It had "been at that moment that the four brotherhoods 

had chosen to make their demands* Those groups of organized 

labor were the most substantial in the country* The four 

brotherhoods composed of the engineers, firemen, conductors 

and trainsmen, had kept out the American Federation of Labor 

because they had preferred to manage their own affairs* For 

the most part their activities for some time had been the 

exerting of constant pressure for improved conditions, while 
(53) 

at the same time they had avoided strikes* In 1898, the 

Erdman Act had been passed for the purpose of conciliation 

and arbitration of their disputes; but the act had been null¬ 

ified when the Supreme Court had thrown out its prohibition 

of blacklisting* The one thing that the act had done was to 

have ftarnished Federal machinery for arbitration* The Erdman 

Act had been unpopular with labor, because it had been a step 

towards compulsory arbitration* The labor-element held that 

the right to strike was fundamental, and it had to be main- 
(54) 

tained as a last resort at any cost* 

In 1915» there had been trouble which had been settled 

by voluntary arbitration of differences* The results, how¬ 

ever, had been unsatisfactory to both the workmen and their 

leaders, and at the e.nd of the year new demands had been for¬ 

mulated* The most important of those was the demand for the 

eight-hour day without reduction of wages, and time-and-a-half- 

(53) Paxson, op* clt*. 354* 
(54) "The Railway Dispute," loc* clt*, 446* 
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for overtime* .The railroad managers had protested that 

schedules could not he adjusted to an eight-hour day without 

"derangement of operation" and heavy cost to the roads* But 

the idea of using such a day as a basis in wage-making had 

won the unanimous approval of the rank and file of the unions; 

while at the sametime the railroads had organized a committee 
(55) 

to oppose them, and the fight had been on* Squarely behind 

the 400,000 affected employees had been sympathy on the part 

of. labor in general for the demands of a reduced working day; 

while opposing them had been all the holders of railway secur¬ 

ities, whose financial interests had been threatened* 

A formal conference on the demands of the brotherhoods 

had been called for June 1, 1916* Elisha Lee of the Pennsylvania 

Railroad had represented the railway systems while the brother¬ 

hood’s case had been presented by A. B* Garretson, of the con¬ 

ductor’s union* The railroads had asked for a general arbitra¬ 

tion; while the employees had insisted on a direct negotiation 

backed, by the threat of a strike* 

The conference dragged on and on, a strike vote of 98*7 

per cent strong, was of record, and no agreement was in sight* 

It was at this point that the President stepped into the pic¬ 

ture, and called both sides to Washington* He attempted to 

persuade the railroads to accept the basic eight-hour day, 

and the brotherhoods to arbitrate; but both were adamant to 

his appeal* In the interest of peace Wilson had Invited 640 

(55) "Arbitration and the Eight-Hour Day," The Literary Digest, 
LIII (August 26, 1916), 442. 
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chairman of the division unions and over 300 managers of rail¬ 

ways* Nothing came of this meeting, and when the union offi¬ 

cials returned to their homes they had carried sealed strike 

orders, the majority of them dated to "begin Monday, September 
(56) 

4* The conference was adjourned on August 28th and the 
(57) 

next day Wilson went before Congress to prevent the strike* 

In his message to Congress on August 9, Wilson asked 

"that It approve by statute the eight-hour day and appoint a 

committee to observe its fiscal working* He had also recom¬ 

mended that a provision be made to prevent future railway strikes 

(56) "Arbitration Refused by Brotherhood," The American Review 
of Reviews, LIV (October 1916), 362* 

(57) Intervention by a President of the United States in the 
settling of a labor dispute had first taken place during 
the Administration of Theodore Roosevelt. In May 1902, 
the anthracite miners of Eastern Pennsylvania had struck 
to increase their average pay of $560 year. The chief 
spokesman for the mine owners had been George F. Baer, 
who from the beginning had refused to have any dealings 
with either the United Mine Workers of America or their 
President, John Mitchell* The city of Wilkes-Barre had 
been particularly hard hit by the strike, and a com¬ 
mittee of citizens had appealed to Baer to settle it* 
In reply to their appeal he had piously said: "The 
rights and interests of the laboring man will be pro¬ 
tected and cared for — not by the labor agitators, 
but by the Christian men to whom God in His Infinite 
wisdom has given control of the property interests of 
this country. • •" The miners, whose pay and working 
conditions had been miserable for years, had little 
faith in those "Christian" gentlemen so the strike 
continued* By October the situation had become so 
critical that on the 3rd of that month President 
Roosevelt had called a conference* Baer and Mitchell 
had stood face to face in the President's office, and 
Roosevelt told them that he could not force a settle¬ 
ment but appealed to their patriotism to prevent a 
winter coal famine that would bring hardship to mil¬ 
lions. Mitchell immediately offered to arbitrate, 
but Baer insolently rebuked the President for "nego¬ 
tiating with the formenters of anarchy, • • • the union 
leaders." After the meeting Baer made the remark that: 
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until after an official investigation had been undertaken, 

hut in the end the Adamson Act included only the eight-hour 
(58) 

day and the investigating committee. This hill passed 

the House on Friday, September 1, the Senate on Saturday, 

and the President signed it on Sunday, one day ahead of the 
(59) 

threatened strike. 

As mentioned before,the President delivered his accept¬ 

ance speech on September 2, and it was noted that in it he 

had made no direct mention of the eight-hour day law, then 

pending in Congress. In reference to labor he had said: 

The workingmen of American have been given a vertible eman¬ 

cipation, by the legal recognition of a man's labor as part 
(6°) 

of his life, and not as a mere marketable commodity. • • 

The ink had not dried on the bill before it had been 

under fire from not only the Republicans, but also a con¬ 

siderable number of voters, especially in the East, who had 

previously supported Wilson. Money for the Democratic War 

Chest practically stopped coming in and the National Com¬ 

mittee had been hard put to reconvert the moneyed conservatives, 

(57) cont. "I object to being called here to meet a criminal 
even by the President of the United States." Roosevelt 
had been furious and he had sent word to J. P. Morgan, 
Baer's banker, that the Army would seize and operate the 
mines unless a settlement was reached immediately. An 
arbitration board was then set up, and the miners had 
gone back to work and eventually they had been awarded 
a 10^ raise. For more information see Pringle, op. clt., 
264-278. 

(58) McKpwn, op. clt.. 85-86. 
(59) pie New York Times. September 4, 1916, Iîl. 
(60) HDoing Things for Labor," The American Review of Reviews, 

LIV (October 1916), 361. 



118 

and certain influential;.Journals* Throughout the remainder 

of the canvass the act had been attacked as both "unworthy 
(61) 

yielding to pressure" and "truckling to the labor vote." 

The next day Hughes, speaking at Nashville attacked it* 

The ex-Justice stated that "Its sole practical effect is to 

invade the field of strictly private employment, and to de¬ 

clare that a certain class of employers shall not have the 

same rights in the labor market as other employers;" and then 

he accused the Wilson Administration of attempting to fix 

wages in a more arbitrary way, probably than any other modern 
(62) 

government* The foes of the bill declared that it was 

nothing more than a minimum wage law for men engaged in quasi¬ 

public employment* It was really not a "dispute over the 

length of days work but of reckoning pay." The controversy 

had been mostly over freight train crews. They had worked 

10 hours for full pay, and had received pro-rata overtime 

pay for any time worked over 10 hours* The brotherhoods 

demand for an eight-hour day with full pay and time and a 

half overtime for any hours over 8 had not been met in the 

Adamson Act, and the anti-Wilson press had not been slow 

to point out that the law as it stood would by no means solve 
(63) 

the problem as labors demands were only half granted* 

(61) William Z. Ripley, "The Railroad Eight-Hour Law." The 
American Review of Reviews, LIV (October 1916), 389-393* 

(62) "The Larger Railroad Program." The American Review of 
Reviews. LIV (October 1916), 3^u 

(63) The New York Times. September 4, 1916, 1:1* 
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Wilson's answer to his critics, who had claimed that he 

had heen coerced, was "that I was not coerced# Neither the 

railroad presidents nor the representatives of the brotherhood 

desired legislation# I took the matter into my own hands be¬ 

cause I was determined to save the country from a great disas¬ 

ter, and I recommended the terms of the Adamson Bill because 
(64) 

I thought they were right and Just, as I do now#" 

The political result of the bill was that those that had 

always opposed the re-election of Wilson were even more em¬ 

bittered while at the eametime the bill had cost him votes and 

support in the East of certain Independents who preferred Hughes' 

stand for arbitration without Governmental interference. On 

the other hand the ex-Justice suffered severer losses, his ideas 

on arbitration had been denounced "because it would establish 

a new rule of labor, which would have been beyond the Juris- 
(65) 

diction of any arbitral board." That was the view point of 

certain conservatives; while the fact that he had not, like 

Wilson, acknowledged that the hours a man works were subject to 

arbitration, had cost him the support of the large labor vote, 

especially in the West# To the workingman of America, the 

Adamson Bill had been the clarion call, and so to the trum- 
(66) 

peter, Wilson, went the gift of their votes. 

(64) Baker, Life & Letters. 268-269* 
(65) Paxson, op. clt.« 356# 
(66) Ibid., 358. The ill-fated visit of Hughes to California 

had been the direct cause of many of the labor unions in 
California fighting his election. While in San Francisco, 
the ex-Justice had been entertained at a luncheon at the 
Commercial Club on August 19* On the first of that month 
the culinary workers in the city had gone on strike for 
the closed shop. The Commercial Club, like most of the 
better clubs and hotels in the city, had fought the unions 
and had maintained an open shop. The manager of the club 
had needed extra waiters for the Hughes' luncheon but the 



THE FARM VOTE 

The answer to the question of why Kansas had deserted the 

Republican party came from Henry J* Allen, Editor of The Wichita 

Beacon (Ind.). He described the situation as follows: "First, 

there was a fat rich cushion of prosperity and the farmers were 

lulled on it; they did not think* Secondly, the women voters 

were attracted very largely by the quavering slogan ’He kept 

us out of war'; they refused to think* Thirdly, the Republi¬ 

can State managers could not believe that there was any real 
(67) 

danger; they not only refused to think but also to worry* 

Allen had been wrong about the Kansas farmers refusing 

to think, as a matter of fact they had thought too much ♦ for 

the political welfare of the Republicans; their memories had 

been long and bitter* Many remembered the signs on the 

covered wagons as they streamed back East in the 1890's that 
(68) 

had said: In God We Trusted, in Kansas We Busted." The 

farm problem in the West as well as the South had become a 

chronic agony. The situation had become so terrible in 1890 

that a large portion of the original homesteaders in not only 

Kansas, but in all the Great Plains country had either sold 

out or quit* Whenever the farmers had had a bumper crop, 

prices had sunk to a no-profit level, and whenever they had 

had a bad year due to drought or other causes they had gone 

(66) cont* unions had refused to provide them, consequently 
Hughes had been served by scab workers. This had an¬ 
noyed the unions* 

(67) "Why Wilson Won," loc* cit*, 1313* 
(68) Butterfield, op. clt«, 259* 
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broke. The political experts had blamed the condition on 

overproduction, but the farmers did not believe that, because 

they had been well aware of the thousands that starved to 

death in the cities each year. In turn they had been con¬ 

vinced that the state suffered from "two great robbers" the 

loan companies and the Santa Fe Railroad. Out of their 

distress had grown a "political tornado" known as the People's 

party, whose members had been called Populists. Their plat¬ 

form had advocated many reforms among them was a graduated 

income tax, lower tariff, postal savings banks to compete 

with private banks, government ownership of railroads, mines 

etc., popular election of senators, laws to protect labor 

unions, a more elastic money system and many others. Their 

ideas had been too radical for the times, so the movement 

•had come to naught, but the Populist's ideas of social jus¬ 

tice had not died and many of them had been given re-birth 

in the Progressive movement of '12. After the disintegra¬ 

tion of the Bull Moose in '16 those liberals had turned to 
(69) 

Wilson as the man who had best fulfilled their desires. 

In Wilson's acceptance speech he had said: "We have 

in four years time come very near to carrying out the plat¬ 

form of the Progressive party as well as our own." Certain¬ 

ly as far as the American farmer was concerned, his words 

were true; in fact the Republicans had wisely refused to 

criticize the President's Agricultural legislation. The 

(69) Ibid. 
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only comment that was offered about farm prosperity ms that 

it was due to the world situation rather than anything that 
(70) 

the Administration had done. 

The Department of Agriculture had been under the super¬ 

vision of David F. Houston, a man of such rare talent and 

personal integrity that not once during the campaign was he 
(71) 

under fire from the Administration's opposition. Under 

his leadership had been passed many measures that were very 

beneficial to the farmers. The Office of Information had 

been created after Houston had become Secretary of Agricul¬ 

ture; he had from the beginning realized that the remedy for 

many of the farmer's financial ills was in the fact that he 

lacked information. The new bureau attempted with success 

to print not only bulletins, but to use agents, "that would 

introduce better methods of production through the use of 

good cultural practices, sail improvement, plant and animal 

breeding accordingly to the best known principles, the control 

and eradication of plant and animal diseases, the standardiza¬ 

tion of products, the development of standard grain and cotton 

grades for use in trading, more economical methods and pro¬ 

cesses of marketing including the effective cooperation among 

producers, credits on more reasonable terms, good roads, and 
(72) 

modern schools." 

(70) "The President's Defense of His Record," loo, clt., 655. 
(71) Carl Vrooman, "Help for the Farmer," The Outlook, CXIII 

(July 12, 1916), 622-625* 
(72) Houston, op. cit.. 200. 
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On May 8, 1914 the Agricultural Educational Extension Act 

had been approved by the President* Among its provisions were 

a number that dealt with cooperation between the Federal Govern¬ 

ment and the individual states in regards to farm demonstration 

work, experiment stations etc* Three other pieces of legisla¬ 

tion of great importance had also been enacted into law* The 

Cotton Futures Act and the Grain Standards Act had had for 

their main object the enabling of the farmer to sell his pro¬ 

ducts as nearly as possible for what they were, and to get a 

fair price for Meach part of it according to its character and 

quality and to control the exchange transactions in such a 
(73) 

manner as to eliminate certain abuses. Up until that time 

the situation had been very unsatisfactory; there had existed 

different standards for cotton, thus making for confusion in 

the South. While at the same time there did not exist any 

definite uniform grain grades. The local buyers were familiar 

with the different standards while the farmers did not under¬ 

stand their use, and it had been impossible to educate them 

to the use of so many different standards* The Cotton Futures 
(74) 

Act and Grain Standards Act had changed that situation. A 

third measure that was passed had been the Warehouse Act. Its 

purpose was to facilitate the safe storage of farm commodities, 

to see to the better distribution of satisfactory warehouses 

throughout the nation, the financing of crop movement and the 
(75) 

orderly marketing of products. 

(73) Ibid., 204. 
(74) Ibid., 206. 
(75) Ibid. 
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The most important farm legislation that was passed during 

the Wilson Administration was the Farm Loan Act* The "banking 

system of this country had been suited to the needs of urban 

producers and dealers but not to those of the farmers* There 

had been need for institutions that would reach out into the 

rural districts and operate on terms demanded by the seasonal 

character of the farmers activities* The interest on long term 

loans had varied greatly, in older states such as New York the 

interest had been 5%, while in such states as Montana, Oklahoma 

or Florida the interest would be as much as and on short 

term ioans it would run from 7% to 14^* Furthermore there had 

been no satisfactory arrangement for obtaining loans on the 

' amortization basis* A loan to the average farmer was a 

Msynonym for mortgage•” In order to extend his acerage or 

develop his land, he would borrow the money using his land 

as a security* But the interest rates on farm mortgages had 

been so exhorbitant: , and the money-lenders so grasping that 

hundreds offarming communities had lived in a state of fear 
(76) 

and poverty. 

The ordinary farm mortgage would run, usually for about 

three to five years, and at its expiration the farmer had 

frequently been unable to get a renewal* He was faced with 

the situation of either paying the principle or losing his 

land; most of the time he lost his land. The trouble had 

stemmed from the facts that the maturity of the mortgage had 

come too soon, and the interest rates had been too high. In 

(76) McAdoo, op* clt«, 336 
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order to combat those conditions the Wilson Administration 

had sponsored the Federal Farm Loan Act which had passed both 
(77) 

houses in July 1916» 

Under the bill, twelve Federal Land Banks had been es¬ 

tablished. "Each bank was required to have an annual capital 

of $750,000 divided into shares of five dollars par value, 

but the amount of the stock fluctuates ac cording * to the volume 
(78) 

of outstanding loans, or mortgages.11 The Act also provided 

for a Federal Farm Loan Board, whose members were appointed 

by the President, and whose chairman was the Secretary of the 
(79) 

Treasury* 

Besides the forming of Federal Land Banks the Act also 

authorized the formation of National Farm Loan Associations. 

This was a cooperative system with units formed by farmers 

who desired to borrow money on their land. In order to form 

an Association the law required that ten or more farmers were 

necessary, and that their aggregated mortgages must amount to 

» (80) 

$20,000 or more. The bill also commissioned the formation 

of the Joint-Stock Bank System, which was not at all coopera¬ 

tive but capitalistic and for profit to its stockholders. 

These had nothing to do with eitiler the National Farm Loan 

Association or the Federal Land Banks; in fact it was to 
(81) 

the interest of the latter to discourage cooperation. 

(77) IMd. 
(78) Ibid., 377-379. 
(79) "The Rural Law As Enacted," The American Review of 

Reviews. LIV (August 1916), 303* 
(80) "The Rural Law As Enacted," The American Review of 

Reviews. LIV, ibid. 
(81) Ibid. 
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The Federal Farm Loan Act had been accepted hy the 

farmers of America as their Emancipation Proclamation* At 

last it was possible for the rural producer to borrow money 

at nominal and uniform rates of interest on terms that would 

extend the time of payment from twenty to thlfrty-five years 

on long term notes; and would regulate short term notes for 

operating expenses to come due at such time as the crops were 
(82) 

in. 

The Administration had also sponsored the Good Roads 

Bill, which had for its purpose the extension of highways 

throughout!.the country* With the exception of certain of 

the Eastern States the roads in this country were impassable 

in bad weather, therefore the farmer had been unable to bring 

his crops to market when there was a cloud in the sky* This 

measure had been passed, but not without bitter fulminations 
(83) 

on the part of Eastern Republicans* 

Hughes had offered the farmers only promises that he 

would continue the good work, while Wilson had stood on his 

record of accomplishments, so when the votes were counted 

the man of action had defeated the man of words; and Kansas 

went Democratic* 

THE TARIFF 

On the last day of Congress, the President had signed 

a bill creating the United States Tariff Commission* “Wilson 

(82) Ibid* 
(83) Houston, Op* oit*. 208* For other reasons why it was 

imperative that highways be built see, ibid*, 207-209* 
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had known how to make a good political move. His last minute 

urging that Congress pass a hill with an ’anti-dumping' clause 
(«4) 

had heen a high card played at the right time." The hill 

had shown that the Democratic party had become willing to ac¬ 

cept the protective system as reasonable. The President had 

heen well aware that the Western farmer, cattleman, and small 

businessman, were supporters of protection in time of prosper¬ 

ity, hut in adversity they were capable of voting the Demo¬ 

cratic ticket. In order to attract their support in November 

he had given them the bill as a pledge that the Democrats 

would not destroy their fundemental principle. According to 

J. C. Thompson, Jr. of the Cheyenne Tribune (Rep.) Wilson's 

change of pace on the tariff question had been one of the 

contributing factors In winning the state for the Democrats. 

The wool-growers of Wyoming were enjoying unprecedented pros¬ 

perity, and they believed that the President's domestic pol¬ 

icies had helped to bring about this condition* but before 

Wilson announced his support for a Tariff Commission, the 

wool-men had been unwilling to support the Administration, 

because the Underwood Tariff Bill had removed protection from 

the wool industry. The Adamson Act had also played an impor¬ 

tant role in winning the state, because of the number of 

voters connected with the railroad industry. That group had 

been hitherto Republican, but in 1916 they cast their ballots 
(85) 

in favor of Wilson. 

(84) Kerney, op. clt., 380. 
(85) "Why Wilson Won," loc. clt., 1313 
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One of the Democratic candidates strongest arguments 

against the Republicans in 1912 was that they had failed to 

live up to the promises made in 1908 to revise the tariffs* 

Instead of lowering the tariff as Taft had promised to do 

during his campaign, in 1909 was passed a new protection hill 

called the Payne-Aldrich Bill which had raised duties on some 

six hundred items* The Democratic platform of 1912 had com¬ 

mitted the party to effect a downward revision* It had said: 

"We recognize that our system of tariff taxation is intimately 

connected with the business of the country, and we favor the 

ultimate attainment of the principles we advocate by legisla- 
(86) 

tlon that will not injure or destroy legitimate industry* 

In order to add strength to the Democratic demand for 

revision of the tariff, Wilson on April 8, 1913» ran counter 

to a century of precedent by appearing before a Joint session 

of Congress* At that time he delivered his short message* 

In a speech that had lasted but ten minutes he said: "The 

Tariff duties must be revised* They must be changed to meet 

the radical alterations in the conditions of our economic 

life which the country had witnesses within the last genera¬ 

tion* While the whole face and method of our industrial and 

commercial life were being changed beyond recognition, the 

tariff schedules have remained what they were before the 

change began, or have moved in the direction they were given 

when no large circumstance of our industrial development was 

(86) Porter, op* clt*. 320 
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what It is today* Our task is to square them with the actual 

facts* * • We must abolish everything that bears even the 

semblance of privilege or of any kind of artificial advan- 
(37) 

tage. . . We must build up trade, especially foreign trade." 

It was noted at the time, and was referred to again and 

again in the canvass of '16 that Wilson in his address had 

not mentioned free trade as an objective, nor had he included 
(88) 

that dogma of the Democratic Party, Mfor revenue only.” 

The Democrats had been well aware in 1913 that if they 

could enact a revision acceptable to the country, they would 

enjoy a triumph, the more striking because of the complete 

failure of the Republican's Payne-Aldrich Act*! On the other 

hand, if such a revision was not made nothing else mattered, 

for upon no other issue was there so much conviction. Such 

was the background of the Underwood Tariff Act when it began 
(89) 

its arduous Journey through Congress* 

To pass such a measure had required complete party unity, 

which in the beginning had been lacking. With the growth of 

Industrial development in the South, there had been changes 

in feeling towards the protective system, the Senators and 

Representatives from those states had been reluctant to make 

any changes that might prove detrimental to their constituents. 

As for the Louisiana Senators and Congressmen they had not 

dared to openly Join any movement that would remove the 

(87) The New York Times, April 9, 1913* 1:1* 
(88) "Wilson Accepts and Sums Up,*' The American Review of 

Reviews. CXIII (October 1916), 3&). 
(89) Paxson, op. clt.. 68. 
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tariff on sugar; and the Senators from the beet sugar states 

had also been recalcitrant; the iron and steel Democrats had 

had the identical interest of their Republican counterparts* 

In order to force these reluctant members to follow the party 
(90) 

line, the leaders had organized a party caucus* 

The Democratic caucus had been for the purpose of uniting 

the party, fixing party policy and formulating a threat of 

excommunication for the benefit of those members who were 

reluctant to follow party line* Wilson also took a hand in 

the proceedings, and he and his supporters did much to help 

the caucus make up the party's mind* The debate on the bill 

had begun on April 22, 1913 and had roamed over the whole 

history of tariff and policy until October 3, 1913 when the 
(91) 

President signed the final stàtute* 

In order to forestall the proposed enactment the various 

industries and trusts had rushed representatives to Washington, 

for the purpose of exerting heavy pressure on the Senators and 

Representatives whose constituents derived their livilihoods 

from industries threatened by the bill* “The rumor of impress¬ 

ive lobbies mobilizing upon Washington came to the White House, 

where Wilson meeting it, turned thebéLief in their existence 
(92) 

to an advantage for himself*" In a statement to the press 

(90) Ibid., 70-71* 
(91) Ibid.. 71. 
(92) McAdoo, op* clt*. 200-201* After the information about the 

lobbyists had been made public, the idea generally ac¬ 
cepted throughout the country was that any Senator that 
balked at the President's program was in some way alligned 
with the lobbies* Senators who had been besieged by 
representatives and had wavered in their support, were 
forced to fall in line* 



131 

made on May 26, 1913» he said that "Washington had seldom 

seen so numerous, so industrious, or so insidious a lobby," 

and he then declared "that public opinion can check or des¬ 

troy it*" In order to give the public needed information, 

both the Senate and the House set up committees to take tes- 
(93) 

timony and watch the lobbyists* The glare of publicity 

proved too much for the majority, they quietly sneaked out 

of the Capitol. 

The bill as it had finally emerged from the President's 

signature showed not only party solidarity, but it had won 

the support of two of the most militant of the Progressive 

Senators, LaFollette and Poindexter, as well as the unexpected 

approval of public opinion* The final draft had made impor¬ 

tant changes in the food and metal schedules; free wool had 

been provided for, a gradual reduction of the sugar duty 

with ultimate free sugar, and in general free raw materials 
(94) 

for manufactüres. 

Early in 1913 the Sixteenth Amendment to the Constitu¬ 

tion, which authorized a federal tax on incomes, had been 
(95) 

ratified* A provision for an income tax had been added 

as an amendment to the Underwood-Simmon Tariff Bill* This 

tax was expected to take up the deficiency in the revenue 

which resulted from smaller custom receipts. This new tax 

whose purpose had been to üîshift some of the dependence upon 

(93) The New York Times. May 27, 1916, 1:1* 
(94) McAdoo, bp. oit*. 202* The duty on sugar to be taken off 

gradually over a two-and-a-half period, in order to give 
the sugar people an opportunity to adjust themselves to 
the new conditions* 

(95) Ibid.« 202-203* 
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tariff revenue" and to create an "incident of taxation more 

fair than any tariff could encompass" met resistance from the 

owners of wealth, who used every means to fight the hill. 

The tariff policy of Wilson followed to some extent along 

the lines advocated by the Progressives. Their platform of 

'12 had called for a tariff revision, but they did not advo¬ 

cate the abandonment of the protective system. The idea be¬ 

hind their stand was more resentment towards the favors shown 

to manufactures that anything else, and at no . time did the 

Progressives advocate a lowering of the rates on agricultural 

products. As a matter of fact^the Bull Moose in '12 had stood 

for the raising of rates that would have been benificial to 

those members of the party that derived their sustenance from 
(96) 

the soil. 

The new principle of Federal taxation as found in the 

bill appealed to a number of Progressives whose demand for 

fiscal reform had dated back to the Populist agitation for 

an Income tax. After the Underwood Act was put into prac¬ 

tice it was discovered that only a small percentage was 

highly concentrated in the East and North. It was small 

wonder that votes in the West and South showed the people's 
(97) 

approval of the Administration's stand on the tax. 

From the beginning the policy behind the tariff measure 

had been apparent; it had sought to make monopoly "less easy 

and natural" and it was planned to stimulate competition 

(96) McKown, op. clt*, 64. 
(97) Paxson, op. clt.. 73* 
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and efficiency among American industries. Wilson and the 

Democratic Party had held to those party policies until the 

winter of 1916» They had freely admitted that it was the 

duty of the Administration to protect infant industries, hut 

they had added their oft-asked question, how f ar should it 

go? "A child needs protection, hut ought one to coddle an 

infant after it had grown a heard, and is six feet tall, and 
(98) 

has the muscles of a prize-fighter?" 

Wilson had watched the demand grow in the country for a 

tariff hoard to investigate facts regarding international 

trade in order to assist business hoth during and after the 

war. At first, he had opposed the creation of such a com¬ 

mission because he had considered it both unnecessary, and 

also for the reason that he feared that it would become the 

instrument of private interests. The persistence of the 

agitation continued, with such men as the Secretary of Agri¬ 

culture advocating its creation, and after carefully consider- 
(99) 

ing the arguments Wilson had finally been convinced. 

In January 1916, the President had announced that M. • . I 

have changed my mind ... There is going on in the world 

under our eyes an economic revolution. No man understands 

that revolution; no man has the elements of it clearly in 

his mind. No part of the business of legislation with regard 

to international trade can be undertaken until we do under- 

„(10°) stand it. . • Congress enacted the measure which 

(98) MeAdoo, op. clt.. 197* 
(99) Houston, op. clt.. 196-197* 
(100) The New York Times, January 5, 1916, 1:1. 
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created the Tariff Commission, and on September 3, 1916 
(101) 

Wilson signed it* 

The Republicans had opposed the Underwood Tariff Act 

from the beginning and had for four years poured a steady 

stream of criticism on it; but Wilson's change of mind pre¬ 

sented the G-*0«P. with new and stronger ammunition for their 

campaign cannons* After the enactment of the bill the 

Republicans had gloomly predicted that the tariff reductions 

would lead to a "wholesale Inundation of our home markets by 

European goods," when that did not happen, the G-*0.P* declared 

that the war in Europe was the only reason that this country 

was not being used as a dumping ground* For months they had 

pounded home the thought,that after the war this country's 

industries would be ruined, and the laboring element would 

be unemployed as a result of Administration's attitude toward 

protection* The American voters had been promised that if 

they would return the Republicans to power they would be pro¬ 

tected from foreign competition by an immediate revision in 

the tariff laws; and it was also promised that a tariff com¬ 

mission would be formed to regulate the protection offered 

to American business, in such a way as to not permit the 
(102) 

charging of exhorbitant prices to the public* When the 

Administration had supported the amendment that had created 

a tariff commission, the G*0*P* had changed their attack* 

The Republican press immediately denounced Wilson's change 

(101) Baker, Life and Letters, 62 
(102) Porter, op* cit». 39Ô* 
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of policy* The New York Press referred to the President as a 

"cowardly sneaking humbug" and went on to state that Wilson's 

action "will satisfy no element save those who regard side¬ 

slipping as the acme of political wisdom." The Philadelphia 

Press (Rep.) said: "This faint promise of protection will 

not change the deepened distrust of a party which so recently 
(103) 

enacted a non-protective tariff." 

• Although the Republicans attacked Wilson, for his "weak- 

kneed" vacillating change of policy, the Progressives in the 

West and his Democratic constituents in the South had felt 

comforted by his new stand. In his acceptance speech the 

President had said "that fear had been expressed that after 

the war the improvished European nations would 'dump' a mass 

of manufactured products upon our shores and undermine and 

ruin American manufactures•" He had then stated that it had 

been "recognized that tariff-rates are subject to change. . •" 

The audience was told that "in order then, to ascertain Just 
✓ 

what those changes may be, the Democratic Congress is provid¬ 

ing for a non-partisan tariff commission to thoroughly study 
(104) 

the situation." 

The National Committee and the Democrat's press immed¬ 

iately took up a verbal cudgel in defense of Wilson. They 

hastened to point out that his new stand on the tariff ques¬ 

tion was in keeping with his practiced policy of making changes 

when circumstance dictated that amendments were necessary for 

(103) "Democratic Campaign Issues," Literary Digest, LIII 
(July 1, 1916), 20. 

(104) "V!hy Hughes Finds Wilson Wanting," loc. clt., 336* 
(105) White, Woodrow Wilson 296. 
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public betterment» The Progressives and the Independents 

listened to both sides, but in the end the majority of them 

supported the man who had not only promised in the past but 

had also made his promises good. On the other hand Hughes 

had offered no more than Wilson, and furthermore his being a 

candidate of the Republican party had to some extent been 

harmful. The fear was not dead in the West that a Republican 

return to power would be a return to conditions that existed 
(105) 

when the Payne-Aldrich Bill was in effect. 

THE MEXICAN IMBROGLIO 

One of the most surprising and decisive defeats dealt 

to Hughes was at the hands of the New Mexico voters. The 

statement from the Albuquerque Journal said: ’’President 

Wilson's policy of non-interference in Mexican affairs proved 
(106) 

exceedingly popular with the large native vote of the state." 

His stand on the rights of labor, as evidenced in his 

support of the Adamson Law; and his appeal for the Pacifist 

and women's vote in the slogan "He kept us out of war" de- 
(107) 

feated the Republican candidate. 

The Republicans' biggest guns had been fired at the 

President's stand on the Mexican situation. In Hughes accept¬ 

ance speech he had accused the Administration of being "incon¬ 

sistent and vacillating" in its dealings with Mexico. On 

(105) White, Woodrow Wilson» 296. 
(106) "Why Wilson Won, loc. cit., 131. 
(107) "The Mormon Vote," The American Review of Reviews, CXIII 

(Decern. 19, 1916), 584. 
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Axigust 7, 1916, the ex-Justice in a speech delivered in 

Detroit stated that if the Administration had recognized 

Huerta as the head of the Mexican Government many of the 

subsequent difficulties would not have arisen* Hughes 

claimed that if this Government had said to Herta: "We will 

recognize you if you can perform your international obliga¬ 

tions, if you have a real government that can discharge its 

duties; we won't recognize you unless we are satisfied that 
(108) 

you have*" The Republican candidate claimed that Wilson 

forced Huerta's downfall "by implacable opposition exhibited 

in many forms and including the seizure of Vera Cruz," while 

at the same time he was asserting that we were standing aloof 

in order to allow Mexico to adjust her own future. The Presi¬ 

dent was accused of not being able to make up his mind. Hughes 

pointed out that Wilson's Mexican Policy had been one of fine 

words only, and. that he had not shown that his principles had 
(109) 

marked out a consistent course of conduct* 

(108) "Mexico as a Republican Issue," The Literary Digest, LIII 
(August 19, 1916), 395* Porfirio Diaz had been overthrown 
by a revolution lead by Madero. Afterwards Madero was 
elected head of the Mexican Government* Those events 
took place in 1912* Less than three months after Madero 
assumed office, President Taft, "using the excuse of 
sporadic brigandage as an excuse for his action, ordered 
all the regular troops of the U* S. Army as well as the 
National Guard to be prepared for field service* This 
act added to the troubles of Madero, and in February 
1913, the Maderista Government was overthrown by Felix 
Diaz, head of a Revolutionary group known as the Clenti- 
ficos, and traitorous General Huerta, who had been the 
head of the Madero forces* After the arrestof the 
Mexican President and Vice-President, they were forced 
to resign. Pedro Lascurin, Secretary of State in the 
Madero became President for fifteen minutes, appointed 
Huerta to the Cabinet, and then resigned himself, thus 
making Huerta the head of the Government* For more 
information see McGregor, loc*_cit*, 36* 

(109) "Why Hughes Finds Wilson Wanting «11 loc* clt*t 336* 
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The ex-Justice*s attitude towards Huerta had caused much 

scoffing in the Democratic papers; The New York World had 

said "• • • now the martyred Huerta has taken his place among 
(no) 

the Republican saints." The supporters of Wilson hasten¬ 

ed publically to explain why Huerta’s recognition had been 

impossible. The President had stated his position on August 

27* 1913 when he had appeared before Congress for the purpose 

of informing it about the Mexican Situation and his policy. 

At that time he said: "We are the champions of constitutional 

government in America, and so cannot countenance a mere mili- 
(HÏ) 

tary dôsposition originating in unjustifiable usurpation. • • " 

In other words Wilson felt that recognition of Huerta was 

immoral. The Democrats were not hesitant in refreshing the 

public mind on the events that had transpired at the time that 

Huerta usurped the Presidency of Mexico. The country was re¬ 

minded that the infamous agreement between Huerta and Felix 

Diaz had been signed at the American Embassy in Mexico City. 

One of the witnesses at the signing was the American Ambassa¬ 

dor Huntington Wilson. Huerta had become Provisional Presi¬ 

dent after he had used such triflingly irregularities as the 

forced resignations of Madero and Suarez, and the acceptance 

and confirmation by a terrorized Congress which did not even 

muster a quorum. Wilson's supporters further pointed out 

that on February 21, 1931 Ambassador Wilson had accorded 

de facto "recognition on behalf of the United States Govern¬ 

ment to Huerta;" and that on February 22 while the Ambassador 

(110) "Mexico as a Republican Issue," loc. clt., 296 
(111) McGregor, loc. clt., 36. 
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had been entertaining Huerta at the American Embassy, Madero 

and Suarez had been assassinated*" It was added that "The 

American Ambassador cheerfully accepted the 'official version* 

of the murders and rejoiced that a 'wicked despotism had 
( H2 ) 

fallen*" Wilson's stand on refusing to recognize Huerta 

had to a large extent voiced the sentiments of the American 

people. The Secretary of Agriculture had been emphatically 

opposed to Huerta on the grounds that it would be immoral 
(113) 

to recognize him* Secretary of State Lansing (at the 

time of crisis with Huerta he had been Counselor of the State 

Department) and Secretary of the Treasury McAdoo had been in 
(114) 

perfect accord with the President* 

The Republicans claimed that Wilson's Mexican policy 

which he had outlined in August 1913# showed his unrealis¬ 

tic approach to practical matters* At that time he had pro¬ 

posed that "there should be cessation of hostilities under 

an armistice, free election, General Huerta should resign 

and not be a cnadidate for re-election, and that the parties 

should abide by the result of the election. The President's 

opponents pointed out that what he had proposed was right if 

he had been dealing with, a responsible government, but at 

the time that it was made Mexico had been torn asunder by 

anarchy, plus the fact that Huerta would hardly have been 

expected quietly to relinquish his ill-gotten gains because 
(115) 

Wilson had proposed that he do so* What the President's 

(112) Ibid*, 37• 
(113) Houston, op. cit.. 69* 
(114) Ibid. 
(H5) Lansing, op. cit., 161* 
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stand on Huerta had done, was to create even worse relations 

between the United States and Mexico, and as a consequence 

American lives and property had been further jeopardized* 

The classic examples that the Republicans had used in de¬ 

scribing the President's ineffectual Mexican policy were the 
(116) 

incidents at Vera Cruz and Tampico* Hughes made politi¬ 

cal capital out of the fact that the President never received 

the official salute which he had demanded* The ex-Justice 

claimed that after bringing this country to the point of war 

with Mexico over the principle of recognition of the flag, 

he had then timidly withdrawn without accomplishing any 

purpose except lowering of American prestige abroad. It was 

(116) Sullivan, op. cit*, 582-583* On April 9, 1914 a whale¬ 
boat containing a paymaster and crew took of from the 
U* S* Dolphin, anchored in Tampico harbor (the gunboat 
was in those waters to protect American citizens and 
the nationals of other countries), to obtain supplies 
in town* When they landed a force of Mexican Federal 
troops appeared and placed them under arrest* This 
was despite the fact that the boat carried the American 
flag and the crew was unarmed* Before they had reached 
prison an officer of higher rank appeared and ordered 
their release. An apology by the Commander of the 
troops at Tampico immediately followed, with the expla¬ 
nation that the spot chosen by the whaleboat to land had 
been put under martial law and an order had been issued 
to allow no one to land. Admiral Mayo, commander of 
the American naval forces in Mexican waters demanded 
that the flag of the ü* S* should be saluted with a 
special ceremony. This Huerta declined to permit* The 
next few days had been anxious times. On April 18, 
the Mexican Senate approved Huerta's stand and on 
April 22, approved Wilson's appeal for "Congress' 
approval that I should use the armed forces of the 
United States, even among the distressing conditions 
now unhappily obtaining in Mexico* • *" The Navy had 
anticipated the Congressional approval and had oc¬ 
cupied the port of Vera Cruz on April 21* The battle 
had not been won without bloodshed. The U* S. sailors 

\ and marines had lost four dead and twenty wounded; 
but the number of Mexican casualties had numbered 
hundreds. (Wilson's decision to take Vera Cruz had 
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stated that the Administration's conduct with regard to Mexico 

had "become "the jest of European diplomats." They had "be¬ 

lieved "that this government had neither the army nor the 

courage to try conclusions with Huerta, "but merely scolded 

and passively watched the destruction of American and foreign „(117) life and property in Mexico. 

In October 1913» Wilson, in an address to the Southern 

Congress at Mobile, Alabama, had given the key-words of his 

diplomatic policy for this continent. "Human rights, nation¬ 

al integrity, and opportunity, as against material interest, 

that is the issue." Upon that line for three.years the Pres¬ 

ident formed his policy of "watchful waiting." The corner¬ 

stone of his policy had been laid in August 1913 when he said 

to Congress in regard to the offer of mediation made by this 

country, that Huerta had rejected the offer but "in the mean¬ 

time everything must be rooted in patience. Impatience on 

our part would be fraught with every risk of wrong or folly. 

We can afford to exercise the self-restraint of a really great 

Nation which realizes its own strength and scorns to use it. 
(118) 

It is our duty to offer our active assistance." 

(116) cont. had followed the receipt of information that a 
German ship with a cargo load of war supplies would land 
in Vera Cruz on April 21st. The President had given his 
order to prevent the delivery of those supplies which 
would have been used against this country if hostilities 
took place). For more information see Daniels, op.clt., 
193* 

(117) Doctor David Jaune Hill, "The Wilson Administration Re¬ 
viewed," The American Review of Reviews, LIV (November 
1916), 546“: 

(118) White, Woodrow Wilson, 304-3Û5» 
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The Democrats claimed that Wilson's actions at Vera Cruz 

and Tampico had been in line with his Mobile speech when he 

had said "i want to take this opportunity to say that the 

United States will never again seek an add!tonal foot by 

conquest." The Navy had been sent to Vera Cruz and Tampico 
(119) 

solely to protect American and foreign lives and property. 

When the "A.B.C." countries of South America—Argentina, 

Brazil, and Chile—offered to mediate the President had im¬ 

mediately accepted. This had offered a way out of "the Mex¬ 

ican imbroglio that would not involve shameful submission to 

Huerta's arrogance and at the same time would reassure the 

countries of South and Central American that their fears of 

,.(120) American expansion were groundless. It had been a heaven¬ 

sent opportunity for the President to show "that he had no 

desire to wield the 'big stick', or play the big-brother-with- 
(121) 

a-gun for Latin America. Wilson's action in that matter 

had been approved by the majority of the people of the coun¬ 

try; many of his political opponents even voiced their pfeasure 
(122) 

at his decision. 

(119) Houston, op. clt., 76-77» Throughout the summer of 1913 
there were many rumors that five great powers had noti¬ 
fied the United States that if we did not intervene in 
Mexico, they would. Secretary Houston said that the 
President did have the threat in mind when he attempted 
to mediate in 1913» For more details see Ibid., 72. 

(120) Sullivan, op. clt., 583“584. 
(121) White, Woodrow Wilson» 304. 
(122) Correspondence of Theodore Roosevelt ani Henry Cabot 

Lodge, 449. In a letter dated December 8, 1914, Roos¬ 
evelt expressed his irritation for the Republican en¬ 
thusiasm for Wilson's policy in Mexico. The Colonel 
stated that "they (meaning Lodge and Root) criticize 
him (Wilson) about the tariff, but fell over each 
other to say that they support him for his noble and 
humanitarian peace policy." 
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In reference to Admiral Mayo's demand for a special 

salute to the flag, Daniels, then Secretary of the Navy, said 

In his memoirs, that the Admiral's action had been undertaken 

without consulting either the State Department or the Naval 

Department* However, after the demand had been made the safety 

of American lives and property made it imperative that the 
(123) 

Government back his action* 

Hughes accused the President of not being able to make 

up his mind as to who he wanted to support in Mexico* The 

ex-Justice pointed out that the President had first favored 

Carranza» former Governor of the State of Coahuila, who had 

headed the Const!tutionists; this group in cooperation with 
0 

Pancha Villa's armies in the north of Mexico had succeeded 

in defeating Huerta. No sooner had this been accomplished 

than the revolution had begun to "devour its own children*" 

Carranza, who had long been suspicious of Villa, and Villa 

always rebellious at the exercise of any authority over him, 

began to have troube, which culminated in a battle in which 

Obregon, at the head of Carranza's forces defeated Villa and 
(124) 

forced his retirement to the States of the North* The 

Republicans accused Wilson of sitting supinely by during 

those days and permitting American citizens to be massacred 

and American property to be destroyed, doing nothing more 

than mildly protesting against the infamies* Hughes also 

charged that the arms used against American citizens by 

(123) Daniels, op. clt«, 187* 
(124) "McGregor," locT cit*, 38* * 
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Villa's "bands of brigands had come from American factories and 

had been placed in the bandits? hands during the period when 
(125) 

Wilson had favored Villa over Carranza* It was further 

asserted by the supporters of the Republican candidate that 

much of the present trouble that the country was having with 

Mexico was a direct outgrowth of the President changing his 

mind* "Wilson first favored the Carranza-Villa movement and 

supplied it with arms and ammunition; later favored Villa 

against Carranza* When Villa failled we had then supported 

Carranza and recognized him as the head of the *de facto' 

government* As a consequence Villa's elements were reduced 

to a state of marauding and brigandage in northern Mexico, 

and because we had abandoned them they have tried to embroil 
(126) 

us with the Carranza Government* 

The reasons given for the President's policy of "watch¬ 

ful waiting" in Mexico were, that he had faith in the sifting 

processes of revolution by which the strongest man would 

emerge as the country's leader* Any question of Villa as 

head of the Mexican Government had vanished in December of 

1914* At that time he had occupied Mexico City, and for over 

a week he and his followers had reveled in an orgy of lust 

and blood* His actions had proved his unfitness for office* 

(125) "Our Methods in Mexico," The American Review of Reviews, 
LIV (July 1916), 13» During the time that Carranza and 
Huerta were fighting for control of Mexico there had 
been an embargo on the exportation of arms from this 
country. It had been lifted after Huerta had been 
defeated and Villa had thus been able to supply his 
forces with American arms* 

(126) McGregor, loc* clt*, 38. 
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The nod from the U» S* Government had he en given t° Carranza, 

because Wilson had known that recognition would greatly strength 

en his position and thus make it possible for him to take a 

stronger hand against Villa, who had become nothing more than 
(127) 

a bandit» Wilson's stand in regard to Carranza and Villa 

had followed his policy of non-interference» In a speech on 

the Mexican question he had stated that "• * «with our passion 

for liberty, we must recognize the right of a people to reform, 

alter or abolish a government found inadequate or contrary to 

the purposes for which governments are instituted." In other 

words Wilson had withheld recognition until after Carranza 

had forced Villa's retirement to the north and had been acknow¬ 

ledged head of the Mexican Government by most of the Constitu¬ 

tionalists» Wilson's position had been further strengthened 

by the fact that he had conferred with the diplomatic repre¬ 

sentatives of certain of the Central and South American coun¬ 

tries before the step was taken» The results of the conference 

showed that all had been in favor of acknowledging the Carranza 

Government. The approval of the Latin American countries^plus 

the popularity of the move with the majority of the people in 

this country, „.thôh : gave to Wilson a strong talking point when 
(128) 

he was defending his policy in 1916» 

Many of the thrusts launched by Hughes found their mark, 

because the President's Mexican policy was his weakest» How¬ 

ever, the ex-Justice's attack for the most part lost its effee- 

((127) Baker, Life and Letters, 64-65 
(128) Ibid. 
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tiveness for the reason,that he could not or would not say 

what he would have done under the same circumstances* Hughes 

pointed out that after Carranza had been recognized the situa¬ 

tion instead of becoming better had become worse* In the fall 

of 1915 and the spring of 1916 armed Mexicans had fired almost 

daily at American troops across the border* On November 26, 

Villa's men had fired on American troops stationed at Nogales* 

Hughes pointed out that "the order to return any deliberate 
(129) 

firing" had not been given until December 21, 1915* 

The Democratic rebuttal was their stock expression 

"what would you have done at the same time under the same cir¬ 

cumstances?" The Government had proclaimed that it had adopted 

a policy of non-interference* non-agression, and Wilson's sup¬ 

porters quickly pointed out that if American soldiers had 

followed the example of the Mexicans, this country would have 
(130) 

long since been at war. 

It was stated that the murder of seventeen American 

mining men by Villa's bandits during a train robbery was another 

case in which the Administration had done nothing more than 
(131) 

prod the Carranza group to take action against the bandits* 

At the time of that incident resolutions had been introduced 

in the Senate by the Republicans authorizing intervention. 

Wilson's policy of "watchful waiting" had been under heavy 
(132) 

bombardment* 

(129) "Mexico as a Republican Issue," loo* clt*, 395» 
(130) Baker, Life and Letters, 70* 
(131) "Mexico as a Dominant Issue in our Presidential Campaign," 

Current Opinion, LXI (August 1916), 145-146* 
(132) The New York Times, January 21, 1916, 1:1* 



In answer to his critics, Wilson had restated his policy 

of untiring patience towards Mexico* On January 27, 1916, the 

President said: "We have slowly, very slowly indeed, begun 

to win the friendship and confidence of the other states of 

the American hemisphere* • •' Have the gentlemen who have 

rushed down to Washington reflected upon the policies of the 

world? Nobody seriously supposes, gentlemen, that the United 

States needed to fear an invasion of its own territory* What 

America has to fear, if she has anything to fear, are indirect, 

round-about, flank movements on her regant position in the 
(133) 

Western Hemisphere* The stand that Wilson had taken in 

January was the same as he took during the canvass* 

The Republicans were severely critical of the Adminis¬ 

tration's handling of the Columbus, New Mexico incident* They 

claimed that after the depredation made by Villa's troops 

against the American citizens and property,that the border 

should have been so well protected,that if the bandit chief 

had managed to slip passed the patrols, the. military expedi¬ 

tion that had been sent after him would not have had to strain 
(134) 

every resource to be organized* It was further stated, 

that several days had elapsed before the U* S* soldiers had 

been ready to start, and by that time Villa was far away in 

an inaccessible hiding place. "Then without the consent, and 

against the protests of the Mexican Government (which we had 

(133) Baker, Public Papers, 9» The Catholics in Mexico had 
suffered outrages at the hands of Carranza* In protest 
against the treatment of clergy, an official of the 
Catholic Church in the United States vigorously pro¬ 
tested Wilson's policy of non-intervention. 

(134) "Mexico as a Republican Issue," loc* clt«, 395* 
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recognized) U.S* soldiers had proceeded, without sufficient 

equipment to march into the heart of Mexico* The Administra¬ 

tion’s critics continued their indictment hy pointing out that 

the route taken by the military expendition had paralleled a 

railroad that had been built by American capital but which we 

did not use because the Mexican Government had forbidden us 
(135) . 

to do so* 

The Democrats' answer to the accusations was,that if the 

United States Government before the Columbus raid had mobilized 

a large army along the border, the Mexican Government would have 

been Justified in assuming that the United States was poised 

for an invasion, and war would have undoubtedly have been the 

result* In reply to the criticism about the length of time 

that had elapsed before the expedition had started, the Admin¬ 

istration's defenders stated that between March 9th, the date 

of the raid, and March 15th, when the troops crossed the bor¬ 

der, the State Department had been busy working out terms with 

the Mexican Government* Carranza had suggested that an agree¬ 

ment should be signed between the United States and Mexico 

that would provide for reciprocal pursuit of bandits across 

the border» "if the raid effected at Columbus should unfor- 
(136) 

tunately be repeated at any other point." The next day 

before the United States had replied to the proposal Carranza 

had declared that "if the United States would not consent to 

mutual permission to pursue bandits, and 'insisted upon sending 

(135) Ibid. 
(136) Foreign Relations, 1916, 486, as quoted in Baker, Life 

and Letters, 69* 
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an operating army' into Mexico, 'my Government shall consider 

this act an invasion of national territory.' The supporters 

of Wilson's Mexican policy then stated that the Administra¬ 

tion had tried to quiet the fears of Mexico regarding this 

country's intentions* On March 13th Lansing, with Wilson's 

approval, accepted Carranza's proposal and then the notice 

was given "by the Secretary of State that "the arrangement is 

now complete and in force and. . . may accordingly he exer¬ 

cised b^ either Government without further interchanging of 

views." In other words the lapse of time between the 

raid and the pursuit had been necessary. 

To the claim by Wilson's opponents that U. S. soldiers 

had proceeded to march into Mexico, without the consent and 

against the protest of the Mexican Government, the Democrats 

replied that this Government had been justified in its ac¬ 

tion because of the reciprocal agreement that had been signed. 

It had been with the greatest astonishment that the officials 

of the State Department had received Carranza's expostulation 

against the expedition. The Mexican President had declared 

that "an expedition described as punitive had entered Mexican 

territory without permission," and then Carranza had said that 

"his original proposal, which the United States had accepted, 
( 138 ) 

applied only to future raids, not this one. The State 

Department had immediately informed the Mexican Government 

that the United States had believed that the acceptance of 

(137) Ibid. 
(138) Ibid., 493-494. 
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Carranza's own terms as sufficient, but that this government 

was open "to any suggestions for securing approval of the 

,,(139) present expendition»" 

At the time that those notes were being exchanged the 

demands for intervention "had swelled into a roar wherever 

Wilson's critics foregathered, with Senator Lodge and Theodore 

Roosevelt sounding the tocsin." Senator Albert B# Fall, of 

New Mexico, in a speech delivered in El Paso, Texas, on 

March 27, 1916, declared that if American troops withdrew 

without capturing Villa, he would "open up a bombardment in 

the Senate that would make the past revolutions in Mexico 
(140) 

look like a sane Fourth of July celebration. Wilson had 

become exceedingly exasperated at the demands for war, and on 

April 12th in a letter to the Secretary of the Interior Lane 

he had said: "What Machiavellis these men are who are trying 
(141) 

to stir ,up war l" 

Wilson's stand on the Mexican Situation was a direct 

cause of Hughes losing the support of many Republicans and 

Progressives in the West. All too vividly the women remem¬ 

bered in November the perilous days of the summer months 
(142) 

when Wilson had stood between their menfolk and war. 

It had been the President who had attempted to heal the 
f 

breach, by suggesting that a conference be held between 

General Obregon, head of the Carranza forces, and General 

(139) Ibid., 495-496. 
(140) El Paso Times, March 27, 1916, as quoted in Baker, 

Life and Letters. J1• 
(141) Baker, Life and Letters, 72. 
(142) The New York Times..November 12, 1916, 6:1. 
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Scott, of the United States Army* On May 3> "the generals 

reached a tentative agreement* The terms contemplated "the 

gradual retirement of the American forces toward the border, 

the prosecution of the search for Villa, and the dispersal 

of his remaining following by the Mexican Army, and the en¬ 

tire withdrawal of the American expedition as soon as either 

Villa shall be captured or the Mexican forces shall have 
,,(143) 

secured such control ... as to render us safe." Wilson 

had been perfectly willing to sign the agreementjbut Carranza 

refused because the date for the complete withdrawal had not 

been set. To further complicate the problem a new crisis had 

arisen, because of raids on Glen Springs and Boquillas, Texas. 

The border states had became alarmed and their militia had 
(144) 

been called out. A clash had seemed only ta matter of time. 

It was during days of fear for the future, that the 

President in a conversation with Ray Stannard Baker stated 

that "his Mexican policy was based on two of the most deep 

seated convictions of his life. First, his shame as an 

American over the first Mexican war, and his resolution that 

there should never be another such predatory enterprise. 

Second, upon his belief in the principles laid down in the 

Virginia Bill of Rights, that a people has the right 'to 

do what they damn please with their affairs." (He used the 

word 'damn,')• He wanted to give the Mexicans a chance 

(143) The New York Times. May 4, 1916. lïl. 
(144) "Our Game of Chess with Mexico," The Outlook, CXIII 

(May 10, 1916), 48. 
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,(U5) 
to try. 

Wilson held to the theme that the greatest trouble was 

not with Mexico, hut with certain people in the United States 

who wanted intervention in order to exploit the riches of 

that country. Again and again he repeated his sentiments 

about being drawn into war because "joyous jingos, temper- 

mental tories and partisan politicians" urged such a program. 

This was the vote-getter, for the sentiments of the women of 

the west were the same. When Wilson faced the nation at the 

end of the campaign, his strongest clàim for re-election had 

rested in the fact that this country was not at war with 
(147) 

Mexico and peace still reigned in the land. 

After a clash had taken place between the United States, 

under the command of General Pershing and the Carranza forces, 

war had seemed inevitable. All available guardsmen had been 

(145) "Mexican Problem," The New Republic, VII (July 15, 1916), 
261. The editor of The New Republic severly criticized 
Wilson's Mexican policy as it had been outlined to 
Baker. "Not even President Wilson's chaice of words is 
infallible. He declares himself 'old-fashioned' enough 
'to believe absolutely in the Virginia Bill of Rights 
which says that a people had the right to do anything 
they please with their own country and government." 
The editor then went on to say that the word "old- 
fashioned was good but antiquated or obsolete would 
be better." The editorial charged that if the doctrine 
meant anything at all, it meant that the Turks were 
justified in their Armenian massacres, the Russians in 
their programs. It further pointed out that if the 
principle underlying Wilson's policy had been "do as 
you please" then it was only an accident that the 
President's Mexican policy worked "towards the ad¬ 
vancement of civilization instead of towards its 
(Î6 CSldiO7100 g ^ 

(146) White, Woodrow Wilson, 304. 
(!47) Ibid.. 305-306. 
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dispatched to the border, the National Guard into the military 

service of the United States* On June 25» formal demands had 

been made for the release of the twenty-three soliders taken 

prisoner at the time of the Carrizal skirmish and for a state- 
(148) 

ment of the Mexican president's intentions. 

The opportunity to avoid hostilities came when Carranza 

released the prisoners. This had been the very thins that 

Wilson had wanted most; in spite of the bitter recriminations 

of his political enemies and the overwhelming provocations 

south of the border, the President had been determined to 

again try for a peaceful settlement. It was decided that a 

Joint American-Mexican Commission would be set up for that 

purpose. Wilson had appointed Secretary Lane, Doctor John 

R. Mott and Judge George Gray to serve as U* S. Commissioners, 

while the Mexican Government was represented by Senors Luis 
(149) 

Cabrera, Alberto Pani and Ignacio Banellos. The American 

commission after weeks of negotiations had been thoroughly 

convinced that the Carranza Government was both incompetent 

and ill-intentioned, but it had finally concluded that the 

choice was between bad or worse; so they proposed that dip¬ 

lomatic relations be re-established and that the American 
(150) 

troops be withdrawn to the border. 

The crisis had been a test of the President; and his 

re-election had been seriously threatened by the situation. 

(148) The New York Times, June 25, 1916, 
(149) "Talking Things over with Mexico," The Literary Digest. 

LIII (September 2, 1916), 546. 
(150) Baker, Life & Letters. 81-82. 
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The Republicans had charged that Wilson's dealings with Mexico 

had been a "combination of meddling and muddling without co¬ 

hesive plan from beginning to end." Hughes had attacked Wilson 

in a personal way for his vacillating policy towards Mexico, 

and when the President was finally compelled to answer he had 

replied: "If you will give that gentleman (Hughes) rope 

enough he will hang himself. He had forgotten many things 

since he closeted himself out of touch with the spirit of 

the nation. His speeches are nothing more or less than blank 

cartridges and the country, unless I mistake people very much, 
U5D 

will place a true assessment upon them." All the critic¬ 

isms of Hughes, Roosevelt, and others who favored a stronger 
» 

policy in Mexico had run up against the impressive fact that 
(152) 

Wilson had kept the country at peace. 

PREPAREDNESS 

As the situation in Europe became worse and worse Wilson's 

guardianship of peace had become a bitter theme. In America 

there had developed two sincere and powerful schools of opin¬ 

ion as to the best method of preserving neutrality. The paci¬ 

fist wing denied that it needed to be guarded at all, and 

every act towards strengthening the country's defenses w&s' 

challenged. This group advocated that a vigorous and steady 

pressure for peace was the surest way. While on the other 

(151) Kerney, op. clt.. 375. 
(152) Baker, Life & Letters, 80. 



hand the other "body of public opinion took the .;_siahd;^$,ty 

military preparedness was the solution* The terms pacifist 

and militarist were freely used and bitter antagonism soon 

ripened* Wilson had had to recognize both groups and to 

weigh the real issue which turned upon opinion as to arma¬ 

ment; "Whether it was an insurance for peace and freedom, or 
,,(153) 

whether its existence was an invitation for war* 

The battle for preparedness began in the fall of 1914* 

Its early advocates were few because the war had only come 

to America in the form of newspaper dispatches from far away* 

Americans during the first months treated the conflict as 

"Europe's insanity*" The President's persistent confidence 

that any military gesture would harm the Administration's 

work for peace, plus the general public's attitude toward 

the war retarded the work of those who advocated military 

preparedness* The attitude of the American people was ex¬ 

pressed in the Chicago Herald: "Peace-loving citizens of 

this country will now rise and tender a hearty vote of thanks 
(154) 

to Columbus for discovering America*" A more accurate 

and comprehensive reflection of American thought during the 

autumn months of '14 and most of the first half of 1915 was 

expressed in an editorial in the Wabash Plain Dealer, a 

typical small town, mid-Western newspaper* "We never appre¬ 

ciated so keenly as now the foresight exercised by our fore- 
(155) 

fathers in emigrating from Europe*" The native American 

(153) Paxson, op* clt*. 285* 
(154) Quote from Chicago Herald, found in Sullivan, op»clt*,32« 
(155) Sullivan, op* clt*. 32* 
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tendency had been one of irritation that there should he a 

war at all. "Since the body of American opinion held that 

war was unnecessary, it was firmly believed that in the end 

war. must yield to reason and that it was the duty of this 

country to persuade the belligerents to agree to an early 
(156) 

peace." The President like the rest of the nation looked 

upon the war as a distant event, terrible and tragic, but "one 
,,(157) 

which did not concern us in the political sense. In 1914 

Wilson and the country had been in perfect agreement "to mind 

one's own business." 

The feeling of detachment persisted despite the atrocity 

stories that had poured out of Europe about the invasion of 

Belgium. Americans had been incensed by the violation of that 

country's neutrality, and fuel“ had been added to the feeling 

of outrage by the statement of the German Imperial Chancellor, 

Von Bethmann-Hollweg, who had referred to the treaty that had 
(158) 

guaranteed Belgium's neutrality as "a scrap of paper." 

Germany's behaviour had made Americans partisan, but they 

were a long way from feeling that it was a thing in which they 

should take part. 

(156) Paxson,- op. clt., 164. 
(157) White, Woodrow Wilson. 322. 
(158) Professor Bernadotte E. Schmitt, The Coming of the War 

1914, quoted in Sullivan op. cit. 51. This phrase had 
been used in a conversation with the British Ambassa¬ 
dor to Germany, Sir Edward Goschen, late in the evening 
of the day that Britain went to war with Germany. The 
Chancellor overwrought, forgot to be descrefcé in his 
indignation over England's cause. The British had not 
been slow to use his ill-advised remark for propaganda 
purposes• 
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It was against such a background that the President de¬ 

livered his address to Congress on December 8, 1914, in which 

he voiced the opinion of the majority of Americans. At that 

time he referred to the conflict in Europe as "a war with 

which we have nothing to do." On the subject of prepared¬ 

ness Wilson had stated that "we have never had, and while we 

retain our present principles and ideals we shall never have 

a large standing army.” He then said that the country should 

be ready to defend itself, but that it should not be turned 

"into a military camp" nor ask "our young men to spend the 

best years of their lives making soldiers of themselves." In 

1916, the women of the West whose sentiments had given voice 

to the expression "I did not raise my son to be a soldier" 
i 

remembered that Wilson had felt the same way. Time had forced 

the President to change on the preparedness issue but the 

women understood why the change had been necessary, and they 

believed that the change had been for defense only. They 

recalled the President's words that volunteers had the right 

to make themselves familiar with the use of modern arms, the 

rudiments of drill and maneuver, and the maintenance and san¬ 

itation of camps, and that "the National Guard should be 

developed and increased", but Wilson had claimed that to do 

more would carry with it "a reversal of the whole character 
(159) 

and history of America's policy." The address had ended 

with the words "we shall not alter our attitude because some 

among us are nervous and excited." That sentence was to echo 

and re-echo in the Republican press almost daily during the 

(159) The New York Times, December 9, 1914, 1:1. 
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canvass of '16* Wilson’s opponents used and re-used it to 

prove his unfitness for office* It was Theodore Roosevelt's 

favorite quote* 

But in the winter of 1914- when the address had been given, 

the President's speech had been greeted with enthusiasm by not 

only the Democratic members but by many of the Republicans as 

well* The group that had opposed Wilson's sentiments had been 
(160) 

small* The rest of the nation like Congress had favored 

the President not yielding to "mob hysteria" nor heeding the 

shrill screams of the "jingoies*" Regardless of how the 

average citizen felt, the extremists like Theodore Roosevelt 

had been beside themselves with indignation* The Colonel had 

declared that "Wilson and Bryan were the two worst men we have 

ever had in their position * . * they are worse that Jefferson 
(161) 

and Madison*" 

During the campaign the President's critics pointed out 

that he had been a follower instead of the leader in preparing 

(160) Baker, Life and Letters, 2-3* Wilson's Secretary of War 
Lindley M. Garrison had been agitating for a re-organi- 
zation of the army since he took office in 1913* "He 
had regarded the authorized strength of 100,000 men— 
with only 90,000 recruited and 35,000 immobilized in 
coast defenses and army posts — as utterly inadequate." 
However, the President's words had not been directed 
against Garrison but were aimed at General Leonard 
Wood, Chief of Staff, who had in a tactless fashion 
had begun to agitate for a "sound National Military 
policy" and Representative A* P* Gardner of Massachusetts, 
Chairman of the House Committee on Military Affairs, who 
had declared for the creation of a National Security 
Commission to report upon defense conditions in the 
United States* 

(161) Letter from Theodore Roosevelt to Senator Henry Cabot 
Lodge, December 8, 194-1, Selections from the Corres¬ 
pondence of Theodore Roosevelt and Henry Cabot Lodge, 
450. 
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for the defense of this country* They charged that Wilson 

changed his policy only after public opinion had forced him 

to do so* The events of 1915 had caused a general clamor 

throughout the East and to some extent from the rest of the 

country for.a more adequate preparedness plann* In February 

of that year the country had received the news of the German 

war zone decree, that prohibited neutral shipping to the 

British Isles, and the stepping up of the German submarine 

campaign had resulted in the loss of a number of Americans, 

who had been traveling on ships (belligerent) that had been 
(162) 

sunk* The agitation that had begun in February became 

a roar inMayafter the sinking of the Lusitania* However, 

it .was interesting to note that it had been mainly along the 

Eastern Seaboard that willingness for war had prevailed to 

any great extent* On the Pacifict coast Secretary of Agri¬ 

culture David F. Houston had been in Los Angeles on the day 

that news of the sinking had arrived in this country* He 

reported that ‘'members of a local delegation who came to 

see him talked for a few minutes about the Lusitania tragedy 

without excitement," and then turned to "irrigation, citrus 

fruits, roads, water power, and forest portection*" The 

Secretary added that "no reporter of any of the Pacific 

coast newspapers sought to interview me on the Lusitania, 

nor did any citizen bring it up during the remainder of 
(16J,) 

my stay in the West, which lasted several weeks* This 

(162) Paxson, op. clt*. 286* 
(163) Houston, op* clt*, 132* 



clevage "between the East and the West carried over to 1916 

and played an important part in the campaign* 

Wilson had been scheduled to make a speech on May 10th 

the day after the sinking* The country had anticipated that 

he would speak on the tragedy* Instead the President did 

not once use the word Germany nor did he make any allusion 

to the Lusitania* His address, which had been delivered to 

an audience of 4,000 recently naturalized citizens, had not 

been about war but on Americanism in an idealistic sense. It 

had been In this speech that the President had expressed his 

sentiments on fighting* The phrase that he used had startled 

every ear, when he said: "The example of Americae must be a 

special example* The example of America» must be the example 

not merely of peace becaase it will not fight, but of peace 

because peace is the healing and the elevating influence of 

the world and war is not* There is such a thing as a nation 

being so right that it does not need to convince others by 

force that it Is right* • • There is such a thing as a man 
(164) 

being too proud to fight*" The press of the nation made 

drama of the expression. To those who had wanted to go to 

war with Germany, "it had been poltroonery on Wilson's part, 

and national humiliation on the part of America." The New 

York Herald in huge type had exclaimed: "What a pity Theodore 

(164) The New York Times, May 11, 1915, 1:1* 
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Roosevelt is not Presidentl" But to those that did not want 

to go to war, "Too proud to fight was manifieient self-restraint*" 

Their argument was that: "it is "because the President had the 

courage to hold himself in restraint and not because he was 
U65) 

lacking in courage, that everyone turned to him* 

After the Lusitania had been sunk there had passed between 

the United States and Germany a series of notes* The Republi¬ 

cans had used to good advantage the fact that the United States 

had not obtained from Germany the satisfaction that the Admin¬ 

istration had demanded* But to all the criticism Wilson an¬ 

swered with the question what would you have done? The 

President's critics charged that Germany had ignored our de¬ 

mands because the Administration had lacked foresight in making 

provisions for backing up American diplomacy with actual or 

assured military support; also Wilson had made threats and 
(166) 

failed to make them good. The supporters of the Presi¬ 

dent answered all charges by pointing out that since the 

last note from Germany had been delivered on May 4, 1916 no 

ships had been sunk under the conditions that Wilson had out¬ 

lawed* The truth of the statement had been telling at the 

polls* 

When Wilson and Hughes began their campaigns they had 

faced a nation that was beset by clevages on the subject 

of preparedness* There wet*e pacifists versus preparedness 

advocates, pro-German versus pro-Allies and East versus West* 

(165) Sullivan, op* cit*, 126* 
(166) Elihu Root, "Bankrupt Diplomacy," The American Review 

of Reviews, LIII (February 1916), 298. 
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But by far the largest group fit into none of those patterns* 

This majority, until Wilson reversed his position on prepared¬ 

ness, had remained comparatively detached about our relations 

with other powers. It was to this group that Wilson had made 

his appeals when he toured the country on behalf of increasing 

the country's defenses. 

On November 4, 1915, the President in an address given 

at a dinner of the Manhattan Club of New York first announced 

that he had changed his mind in regard to preparedness. On 

that occasion he had saidi "For ourselves we wish nothing 

but the full liberty of self-development. . •" But the world 

was "ablaze with terrible woe"; and then asked how far were 

we "prepared to maintain ourselves against any interference 

with our national action and development?" Then Wilson had 

turned to concrete proposals and stated that it was essential 

for national safety that within the next three years a force 

of 400,000 citizen soldiers be trained, "who would not be or¬ 

ganized as a standing force but would be expected merely to 

undergo intensive training for a brief period each year." 

Concerning the National Guard he had said "it will be used 

as a part of the instrumentality by which the training would 

be given the citizens who enlisted under the new conditions." 

The President who had always recognized the necessity of 

having a strong ftliavy merely said on that occasion that "we 

n(167) 

sill hasten our pace in its further development. 

(167) Baker, Life and Letters, 17-13. The reason for the speech 
at that time was to determine the public's reaction on 
the subject before the President addressed Congress on 
December 7th. 
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Wilson had hardly finished his speech before it had been 

under attack* Theodore Roosevelt and the extremists, who ad¬ 

vocated a large standing army, and compulsory military train¬ 

ing, had been loud in their condemnations* The Colonel had 

referred to the President's proposal as a "shadow program" 

and claimed that Wilson's "half-preparedness was as dangerous 
( 168 ) 

as the schemes of Bryan and Ford*" On the other hand the 

pacifists were equally excited* Bryan issued a statement 

attacking the President's proposals* However, it had been 

the positive and unfavorable reaction from some of the members 

of Congress, even of his own party, upon whom he had to de- 
(169) 

pend for support, that had worried the President the most* 

It had been plain after the preparedness address had 

been delivered,that in order to force Congress to agree to 

the modest demands made by Wilson,that the support of the 

people of the nation was essential. It was for that reason 

that the President went to the country to secure the backing 

of public opinion* The tour that he took carried him as far 

west as Missouri and Kansas, and as far east as New York* 

(168) Interview with Roosevelt in the Chicago Dally News, 
quoted in The New York Times, November 19, 1915» 1:1* 
On December 9th, The New York Times said in an editor¬ 
ial: "Scanning the gall and vinegar of his adjectives, 
hearing that curious staccato of impetuous speech, the 
indulgent critic can only take refuge in the theorgy of 
the Everlasting Juvenile, the boy who never grew up, as 
Dr. Eliot said of him* As Mrs* Berry in The Ordeal of 
Richard Feverel remarked delightedly of Dick's baby: 
'A1int he got passion? A'int he a roarer?'" 

(169) The Commoner» December 1915» quoted in Sullivan, op* clt«, 
léo-161* Ëils weekly edited and published by Bryan 
carried an editorial which stated: "Write to your 
congressman; write to both your Senators; tell them that 
this nation does not need burglars' tools unless it 
intends to make burglary its business; it should not 
be a pistol-toting nation unless it is going to adopt 
a pistol-toter's ideas*" 
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His opening speech was made in New York City, at that time 

he said: "We live in a world which we did not make, which 

we cannot alter, which* we cannot think into a different con¬ 

dition from that which actually exists." He then stated that 

it was imperative that the country consider the question of 

its safety. To "keep a free hand to do the high things that 

we intend to do, we must look to the strengthening of our de¬ 

fenses." By way of explaining his change of opinion on pre¬ 

paredness, the President admitted that a year ago he had told 

Congress that the question of military preparedness had not 

been a pressing question. "But," he went on "more than a 

year has gone by since then and I would be ashamed if I had 

not learned something in fourteen months. The minute I stop 

changing my mind, with the change of circumstances of the 
U70) 

world, I will be a back number. 

Always,both during the tour and later when Wilson was 

campaigning, his please for preparedness had been coupled 

with an equally strong affirmation of determination to remain 

at peace. It was the President's extraordinary skill with 

words that permitted him to be able to tie the two purposes 

into one sentence. In Pittsburg, on January 29» 1916, Wilson 

had exhibited his adroitness with phraBes, when he had said: 

"This country should prepare herself not for war. . . but for 
(171) 

adequate peace." Again, on the same day in an address 

delivered in Cleveland, he had stated that "we must be ready . . . 

(170) The New York Times, January 28, 1916, 1:1. 
(171) The New York Times, January 30, 1916, 1:1. 
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upon the shortest possible notice, I do not know what a single 

day may bring forth*" But at. the same time he declared, "it 

is * • • desirable thing that all Americans should draw to¬ 

gether for the successful prosecution of peace*" He had also 

said, "We are daily treading amongst the intricate dangers" 

... but he had added, "You may count upon my heart and 
(172) 

resolution to keep you out of the war. In Kansas City 

Wilson asked for the "force by which the authority and right 

of the United States are to be maintained and asserted" *- 

but a little later he said, "if there is one passion more 

deep-seated than another in the hearts of our fellow country¬ 

men, it is the passion for peace; I myself share to the bottom 
(173) 

of my heart that passion for peace." His audience in Des 

Moines, on February 1, 1916, heard Wilson state that, "There 

is danger in our national life" — but he also said, "I pledge 

you my word that, God helping me I will keep this nation out 
(174) 

of war." 

Throughout Wilson's bid for re-election he managed to 

successfully balance the impression he wished to make. He 

had been obliged to be for preparedness and also against 

going to war. The President had understood that "the mass 

mind deals more with feeling and less with argument," so 

consequently the impression that he had wished to make was 

precisely the impression that the country got* 

When Wilson embraced preparedness, he stole some of the 

(172) Ibid., January 30, 1916, 1:1. 
(173) Ibid., February 3, 1916, 1:1. 
(174) Ibid., February 2, 1916, 1:1. 
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Republican's political thunder* Roosevelt had been particu¬ 

larly enraged, and after he had read Wilson's speeches, made 

during the preparedness tour, the Colonel had erupted: "in 
t 

the fourteen months from December Q, 1914, to February 10, 

1916, there were fifteen speeches, messages, and letters of 

President Wilson's which I have read* In those fifteen 

speeches, letters, and messages President Wilson took 41 
t 

different positions about preparedness and the measures nec¬ 

essary to secure it; and each of these 41 positions contra¬ 

dicted from 1 to 6 of the others* In many of the speeches, 

the weasel words of one portion took all the meaning out of 

the words used in another portion, and those latter words 

themselves had a weasel significance as regards yet other 
ltU75) 

words* He argued for preparedness and against preparedness.” 

Wilson had returned to Washington happy, for he had felt, 

and with justification that he had the backing of the nation* 

Events proved that he was correct* During the summer of 1916, 

Congress passed The Naval Appropriations Bill which was signed 

by the President on August 29* This bill had been under fire 

since the discussion had been opened on May 27» Secretary 

of the Navy Daniels had urged that the country should adopt 

a five year plan, that called for ten dreadnaughts and six 

battle cruisers together with an impressive list of smaller 

vessels. Party lines had been badly broken over not only 

the type and number of ships to be built but also on the 

question of whether a three year plan would not be better. 

(175) Sullivan, op* clt*, 230* 
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The hill that finally passed called for a three year program» 

and accepted the necessity of both types of ships. The riders 

to the bill provided for general reorganization in the service. 

The Act also provided for the. erection of an armor-plate fac¬ 

tory. This clause made the whole bill more palatable to many 
(176) 

of the Western Progressives who opposed big business. 

The Army Appropriation Bill was also signed on August 29» 

and carried not only the funds for the reorganized Army, 

but also had riders too. One of which called for a revision 

of the Articles of War; and another created a Council of 

National Defense "for the co-ordination of industries and 
(177) 

resources for the national security and welfare." The 

new bill called for the recruiting of 800 men for every Sena¬ 

tor and Representative, as against the old Dick Bill which 

stated 200 men. According to the new plan 400,000 men would 

have been recurited in five years. The old law had requested 

the National Guard to adopt the physical standards of the U.S. 

Army, and also stated that the same be applied to training and 

discipline. The new law required that the Gpard must meet 

all those conditions but must also double the time given to 

training. Enlistment terms were increased from three to six 

years. There were other features that included (1) pay for 

guardsmen (2) keeping of weekly records and reports in addi¬ 

tion to the report made at the time that the annual inspec¬ 

tion took place (3) all national guard units required to 

(176) "The Naval Bill in the House," The Outlook. CXIII 
(August 30, 1916), 930. 

(177) "The National Guard, its Status and its Defects." 
The American Review of Reviews, LIV (Sept. 1916), 163. 
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adopt the regular army regulations, and (4) the president 

was given the power to send the guard out of the country* 

The act had included a rider that stated that retired Nation¬ 

al Guard officers were not subject to court-martial. Wilson 

found that clause so objectionable that he vetoed the bill, 

and it was only passed nine days later when that offending 
(178) 

provision had been deleted. 

No one had been completely satisfied with any of the 

preparedness measures; but in the aggregate they had been 

the best that could have been obtained at that time. Hughes 

had talked vaguely about adequate defense without specifying 

what he had in mind. Roosevelt had clamored for more mili¬ 

tary preparations than the country would countenance; while 

Wilson had given the nation some, but not more than it 
(179) 

wanted. 

(178) "Creating the Great Army," The American Review of Reviews, 
LIV (September 1916), 141. 

(179) Another preparedness measure that passed at that time was 
the Shipping Bill. It directed the United States to 
enter the shipping business through a shipping board, 
"who might lease, build and operate a fleet of merchant 
ships, to the extent of fifty million dollars. Limited 
Government ownership to five years after the European 
war was ended was provided in the bill. The Republi¬ 
cans made a strong fight against the Bill, they claimed 
that the Government was in competition with private 
business, and also that every shipyard in the country 
was operated at top capacity and would not be able to 
provide the bottoms. Instead they favored subsidizing 
private companies. For more information see Paxson, 
op. cit.. 306. 
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CONCLUSION 

It would be Impossible to attribute Hughes' failure and 

Wilson's success to any one factor. However, it was evident 

in 1916 that the lucky choice of the slogan "he kept us out 

of war" in conjunction with the fact thalt the country was at 

peace and the tension had been lessened between the United 

States and Germany, and the better understanding between this 

nation and Mexico» played a most important role in the campaign. 

The women of the West supported Wilson because of his ideas 

concerning neutrality, but there had been another reason why 

quite a number gave him their vote. In the summer of the can¬ 

vass, Hughes had announced that he personally believed that 

women should be given the vote by an amendment to the Consti¬ 

tution. Immediately the suffrage leaders asked Wilson to state 

his position. - The President had "refused absolutely to change 
(180) 

his mind. Consequently, the leaders of the Women's Party 

came out in support of the ex-Justice. In order to assist the 

Republican candidate the suffragettes chartered a private train 

to tour the West, in order to tell their Western sisters how to 

vote. This train called "The Golden Special" took the Eastern 

women on an extended tour.* ' However, the results were not 

what had been anticipated. Instead of following the dictates 

of the party's leaders the Western women resented being told 

how to vote. They dubbed the train "the Billionaire's Special." 

It would have been better for Hughes if his feminine friends 
(181) 

from the East had stayed at home. 

L :  

(180) "Feminine Political Strategy, "The Literary Digest» LIII 
(September 23, 1916), 730. 

(181) The New York Times, November 12, 1916, 1:3* 
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Another important factor was the lack of understanding on 

the part of the Republicans of the Western mind* The east was 

so engrossed with this country’s foreign policy that it, with 

the Republican leaders whose thoughts and opinions it dominated, 

forgot that the domestic policies of the United States were of 

more importance to the farmers, cattlemen and wool growers of 

the West* The Republican press in the East had colored the 

news that was published by European papers, so the G*0*P* 

National Committee forgot that the same was not true east of 

the Mississippi* 

Hughes suffered the added handicap of having Roosevelt 

campaign for him* The Colonel played no small part in fright¬ 

ening away a number of would-be Hughes voters* The contrast 

between .the two had been so great; that in the minds of many 

of the people had been built the fearfthat the more dominant 

Roosevelt would have his way if the ex-Justice was elected* 

MAs a cannibal fish to a flounder, so is a speech of Mr* Roos¬ 

evelt to the tame and tabby homilies of Mr. Hughes.” In his 

campaign speeches the Colonel had used expressions like ”cave-. 

men snarling over a bone*" He used a war-bonnet vocabulâry of 

which ‘'infamy" and "abject submission to infamy" were specimens. 

In contrast were the speeches of Hughes, which were " pale 

lavender imitations of Roosevelt’s purple orations* 

But considering everything, perhaps the most important 

cause for the defeat of Hughes lay in the fact that the 

(182) See Appendix#for excerpts from the Prench Press. 
(183) The New York Times, October 1, 1916, 2:1* 

(182) 



Republicans forgot that the soft r.ustle of bank-notes «ers 

more pleasing to the Western ear than the clinking of armor 

or the harsh rattle of diplomatic notes* 
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APPENDIX I 

One of the most valuable possessions of the Democratic 
Party in 1916 had been their campaign slogan "He Kept Us Out 
of War." At the time no one apparently was sufficiently in¬ 
terested to investigate its origin. Consequently, as the 
years have passed a number of people have been given the 
credit for coining the phrase. In 1928 Ray Stannard Baker 
probed for the paper or speech from which the exact phrase 
had been t^ken. Among a number of people approached for 
information was Vance McCormick who had been the Chairman 
of the National Committee during the ’16 Campaign. The ex- 
Chairman stated that he believed that the phrase originated 
in the Publicity Department, which had been under the super¬ 
vision of Robert Wooley. In turn when Wooley was asked about 
the slogan he replied that the exact words were "not in the 
draft of the platform which Newton Baker brought to St. Louis, 
and added that "the genesis of it was in a slogan he himself 
prepared for the 1914 Democratic Handbook: ’War in the east, 
peace in the West; thank God for Wilson.1" Newton D. Baker, 
who had been the President's personal representative at the 
convention, said that; "The phrase 'He Kept Us Out of War' 
was put in by the Resolutions Committee, by which member I 
do not know. I myself always regarded it as a products of 
the Glynn speech." 

William Allen White wrote in his Autobiography: "I 
remember we had one evening with Martin Littleton, a New 
York congressman who delivered the speech which started the 
slogan, 'He Kept Us Out of War.'" Mark Sullivan in his 
book Our Times; Over Here, 1914-1918 stated that the speech 
of William Jennings Bryan during the convention included the 
words, "I agree with the American people in thanking God we 
have a President who has kept—who will keep—us out of war." 
William Gibbs McAdoo, who had been Secretary of the Treasury- 
under Wilson, believed that still another man fathered the 
phrase. He wrote: "It was Ollie James, who in one of his 
amazingly effective speeches on the stump devised the slogan, 
'He Kept Us Out of War.’" 

In not one instance was Woodrow Wilson named as the 
originator of the phrase, but he used practically the iden¬ 
tical words in an address delivered in Cleveland on January 
27, 1916. At that time he said: "I have kept, and God 
willing, will keep you out of war." Since the President 
had expressed the sentiment before either Glynn or James 
delivered their speeches at the convention, one is tempted 
to believe that the originator of the slogan was Woodrow 
Wilson. 



APPENDIX II 

An examination of the French press shows that very little 
space was devoted in reporting the Presidential campaign in 
thAï- country* In 1916 the newspapers in France were limited 
in size because of a paper shortage., consequently the amount 
of space allowed to any one news item was small* Another 
reason was the strict censorship of the press. The French 
Government had ordered the newspapers to he strictly non¬ 
partisan* .The Newspapers that are quoted represent four 
schools of political thought* Le Matin was considered the 
unofficial mouthpiece of the Government; the République 
Française was strictly nationalistic, and was unconcerned 
with events outside of the progress of the war; L'Action 
Française expressed the beliefs of the Monarchist Party, 
and L'Humanité was the Socialist paper* 

LECTION FRANÇAISE 

November 3 - They quote the Daily Telegram saying that what¬ 
ever the result of the election may be, "the country (USA) 
will keep out of the war." This paper chiefly concerns 
itself with the capture of the Fort de Vaux* 

November 7 - The editorial tries to show that the people 
are betrayed by the stupidity of the democratic regime* 

November 9 - "Mr* Wilson's program differs very little from 
Mr. Hughes' as regards the European War." 

November 11 - "Mr. Wilson's policy has two main points: 
first to keep out of the war, and secondly to increase 
the fortune of the USA*" 

L'HUMANITE 

October 13 “ "Our American comrades have not the slightest 
illusion on the possible victory of their candidate but 
they are glad to take the opportunity to make some publi¬ 
city for the Socialist Cause and gather round one name 
the votes of the countrymen whose hope is the triumph of 
our ideas. Our comrades are determined to reach the im¬ 
pressive number of 2,000,000 votes* It is more than ever 
necessary to raise the enthousiasme of the people. At 
the present day, the Socialist party numbers 95»000." 

October 22 - The editorial presents "our comrade Debs"* 
He wants "to fight against militarism in all its mani¬ 
festations and under all its forms." The Socialist party 
is unfairly accused by Le Matin and the Echo de Paris 
(Militaristic paper) of being pro-German* 



APPENDIX II - continued 

L'HUMANITE 

October 31 - An editorial presents Mr* Hughes in a respectful 
and almost sympathetic way* Yet they do not know what he 
is capable of and they fear he may be pro-German* 

November 2 - "The Way Teddy Campaigns" (title of editorial)* 
They wondered why a man who speaks in favor of the Allies 
would campaign for Hughes, the pro-German candidate* 

November 5 “ Editorial: Wilson's program according to his 
speeches is the one that seems to have best definted his 
attitude* They insist on the fact aht as regards to 
German-Amer leans he has made the statement that he would 
admit of no loyalty other than to his own country. 

November 7 - Editorial: "Mr* Wilson or Mr* Hughes?" Insists 
on two problems, first the attitude towards Europe but also 
the Mexican crisis and the relationship of USA and Japan, 
"It is a fact that Capitalists and Business Men will vote 
for Hughes. The Republican candidate will also get the 
vote of the majority of women, but no one has dared express 
any sympathy for Germany*" 

November 9 " The result is not known yet* The day before 
the election of the German-Amerleans were favorable, to 
Wilson but at the last minute their vote seems to have 
split up* 

November 12 - Mr* Wilson's election is a good thing. Mr. 
Hughes' election would have meant the intervention of the 
USA in Mexico, a dangerous and unfair venture which would 
imply a complete stop on the shipment of arms to the 
Allies. 

LE MATIN 

October 27 “ Much importance is given to the fact that 
Roosevelt supports Hughes. 

October 29 - The campaigning of the two candidates deals 
almost exclusively with the War and the Lusitania. The 
Republicans are said to be against the pro-Germans* 

October 30 - The German-Americans are divided among them¬ 
selves. Roosevelt is mentioned once more as supporting 
Hughes. 

October 31 “ The editorial foresees Wilson’s victory, but 
"who wins does not matter much* Both of them, Wilson and 
Hughes are honest people, our God is the same and He is 
for us. Both of them will go where honest people go*" 
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LE MATIN 

November 7 - (long editorial) "Hughes distinguishes himself 
from Wilson by a difference in tone of a sentimental order* 
Wilson is irreproachable, legally and even nationally* 
But there is in the American elite an ideal which Wilson 
does not represent, chiefly among those who like Roosevelt, 
protest against this passive attitude in the face of this 
attack on the rights of men. Hughes seems to be closer 
to this elite. At any rate it is a remarkable fact that 
neither of the candidates has tried to support Germany. 
On the contrary they have criticized each other for try¬ 
ing to get the German-American group." 

November 8 - the German press is reported to attack Wilson. 

November 9 “ "The details of the election do not interest 
the European public." The German-American groups have 
been divided because neither of the two candidates really 
pleased that section of the population. Hughes' victory 
by 284 votes is announced. "Intensification of American¬ 
ism" is the meaning of his victory. He will have a more 
resolute and firm conception of the rights of the USA, and 
will defend "the rights of the Americans to circulate 
freely over all the seas." 

November 10 - Mr. Hughes' victory is denied and the final 
results not announced yet. Mr. Wilson "has made conces¬ 
sions to the ideas of his opponent by approving the 8 
hour law and mentioning the possibility of compulsory 
military service." 

November 11 - Mr. Wilson is reported to have won the elec¬ 
tion and he is going to show his energy against the German 
pirates. 

November 12 - The German-Amerleans are dissatisfied. "France 
and her allies are pleased to see Mr. Wilson elected on 
condition that his energy and firmness increase." 

REPUBLIQUE FRANÇAISE 

November 7 - The speeches of the two candidates are made of 
the usual electoral trash. 




