
' tO'ï' 

RICE UNIVERSITY 

THE EVENTS THAT LED TO THE FALL OF BATAAN AND TO THE 

DEATH MARCH MADE BY THE DEFENDING FILIPINO 

AND AMERICAN TROOPS 

by 

NENE SIMS 

A THESIS SUBMITTED 
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF 

MASTER OF ARTS 

DIRECTOR IGNATURE: 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 

AUGUST 1977 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

I wish to express apprecation to the following men 

who loaned me papers, manuscripts, or diaries they had 

written: Matt P. Dobrinic, Milton D. Hawes, and Edmond 

J. Babler,- Also, I wish to thank Jim Lopez for the unit 

history of the 200th Coast Artillery (AA) which he sent 

and the many men who sent articles. 

The heads of several American Ex-Prisoners of War 

Chapters in Texas have been helpful in distributing ques¬ 

tionnaires: Matt P. Dobrinic, Onnie Clem, Joseph G. Shis- 

ser, and Virginia Hatfield. 

Then there are the men who took the time and 

effort to fill out my questionnaire. I am extremely 

grateful to them. 

N.S 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 
INTRODUCTION   1 

FOOTNOTES   8 

Chapter 

I. THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR AND THE 
FIGHTING ON LUZON  9 

FOOTNOTES  29 

II. BATAAN    31 

FOOTNOTES  53 

III. THE DEATH MARCH  55 

FOOTNOTES    88 

APPENDICES  91 
Appendix A. Results From Questionnaire on 

Japanese-held POWs  92 
Appendix B. Philippine Army Military 

Districts  108 
Appendix C. Japanese POW Camps   
Appendix D. The Prisoners' Poetry ...... 109 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  115 

iii 



Abstract 

The Events That Led to the Fall of Bataan and to the 
' Death March .Made by the Defending Fillipino arid 

American Troops 

Nene Sims 

United States Armed Forces stationed in the Pacific were the first 

bastion the Japanese Imperial Army met in their agressive onslaught against 

the United States in December, 1941. This country hoped the initial 

Japanese onslaught would be stopped by these troops; especially, it based 

its hopes on those stationed in the Philippines and on the impregable 

island of Corrigdor. Unfortunately, its hopes were doomed to disappoint¬ 

ment as the onrolling Japanese combat soldiers destroyed all the opposition 

in its path. However, the United States Armed Forces in these islands 

played an important part in the early stages of the war, as it maintained 

a buffer between the Imperial Army and the mainland United States (through 

its persistent fighting) long enough for this country to pull itself to¬ 

gether and prepare to fight the unexpected aggressive attack. Therefore, 

the actions of these troops stationed in the Philippines were a vital part 

of the United States war effort against Japan and as such deserve to be 

studied. 

To begin the study, I found and obtained all the possible personal nar¬ 

ratives written about the war in the Philippines. Added to this, I based 

the majority of my study on a ten page questionnaire I sent out to one 

hundred and fifty ex^POWs of'the Japanese. I got an overwhelming response 

and received a reply from two-thirds of the men. After analyzing the data 

I began to write the thesis using the information obtained from the analysis 

to form the background of my paper and the personal narratives combined 



with, the private papers sent to we by several of the men tg furnish 

specific examples, 

According to my findings, the United States Armed Forces in the Phil^- 

ippines provided the United States with the time delay it needed to pro¬ 

vide an effective defensive against the Japanese war effort. This achieve¬ 

ment, however, was due to the persistance, loyalty, and courage of the 

individual combat soldiers rather than to any effective government plan 

or the brilliant leadership of the Army’s leaders. In fact, the men of 

the Army stationed in the Philippines found themselves at the beginning 

of the war trying to deal with a lack of capable leadership, weapons, 

uniforms, food, medical supplies, ammunition, etc. MacArthur, the com¬ 

mander of this force, complicated matters by immediately and inefficiently 

putting into effect a defeatist defense plan created long ago. As a 

result, the ordinary combat soldier in the United States force found him¬ 

self trying to stop the prepared Japanese soldiers with literally nothing 

but his ingenuity. When available, weapons dating back to the first World 

War misfired or broke down completely. Ammunition also left over from the 

previous war proved to be a delightful surprise, as it either never exploded 

or blew up in the men's faces. Forced to retreat by their commander’s 

orders to the barren Bataan Peninsula, the tired retreating men found that 

no one had bothered to see that sufficient supplies had been moved there 

to accommodate them. So, for over four months, these men fought a losing 

battle against the Japanese using inefficient weapons and unpredictable 

ammunition, having little or no food and medical supplies, and literally 

no ordinance. It was the men then, the ordinary soldier, who held the 

Japanese off through sheer courage, persistance, and loyalty that won the 

United States the delay in time it needed to initiate an effective war 

effort against Japan. 



INTRODUCTION 

In order to understand the military situation in 

the Philippines at the outbreak of war December 8, 1941, 

it is necessary to examine what actions the United '. : 

States Armed Forces undertook there prior to hostilities. . 

The changes occurred when it was realized that war with 

Japan was inevitable. This happened early in 1941. 

According to Genral Wainwright, "The sparkle went out of 

Manila in the spring of 1941. War was coming and we all 

knew it."1 

The Philippines were protected by one infantry 

division in February 1941. The Philippine Division was 

composed of the 31st Infantry (American), 45th Infantry 

(Philippine Scouts), and the 57th Infantry (Philippine 

Scouts). Other units in it were the 23rd and 24th Field 

Artillery regiments (Philippine Scouts), 12th Signal 

Company (Philippine Scouts), 26th Cavalry (Philippine 

Scouts), 14th Engineer Regiment (Philippine Scouts), 12th 

Medical Corps (Philippine Scouts), 12th Quartermaster 

(Philippine Scouts), Separate Chemical Company 

1 
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(American) , and a Company of Military Police (American 

and Philippine Scouts). At this time all units were under 

strength, so an intensive recruitment program was begun.2 

Fortified islands in and around Manila Bay were 

defended by four regiments of coast artillery—the 59th 

and 60th C.A.C. (American) and the 9^st and 92nd C.A.C. 

(Philippine Scouts). To safeguard Philippine airspace, 

pursuit aviation was stationed at Nichols Field in Manila 

and bombardment aviation was at Clark Field in Pampanga. 

Other air fields were under construction throughout the 

islands. 

Watching over the sea approaches, the Navy, 

located at Cavite Navy Yard in Manila Bay and at Olongapo 

in Subic Bay, found itself with a small force of two 

cruisers, some destroyers, a few submarines, and a couple 

of flying boats used solely for patrol duty. This was 

the small force that the United States hoped would play a 

central part in successfully defending the Philippines 

when the imminent Japanese attack occurred. 

War plan Orange No. 3 (WPO-3) was a plan for the 

defense of the Philippine Islands. Approximately twenty 

years old, it dealt with the event of a successful 
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Japanese landing on the main island of Luzon. The 

Philippine Division and the Philippine Army were to 

counter-attack and destroy the landing forces. If this 

proved impossible, they were to try and stop the subse¬ 

quent advances made by the enemy. In the event this, too, 

failed, delaying actions were to be fought to final battle 

positions in the province of Bataan. Here a six-month 

stand was to be made in order to provide enough time for 

aid from the United States to arrive. According to Wain- 

wright, both he and MacArthur agreed this was a defeatist 

plan.3 

Dealing with supply, a section of WPO-3 arranged 

for the troops to be fed from a stockpile of 50,000,000 

bushels of unthreshed rice that was to be set aside in a 

rice depot at Cabanatuan. According to a high quarter¬ 

master officer who worked on this part of the plan, the 

entire requirements had been met before hostilities began. 

The requisitesr were determined by the number and type of 

troops being fed. The Americans, who were to number 10,000, 

were to be given eight ounces of rice per day or a total 

of 900*000 pounds for the whole six-month period. As for 

the 6,000 Philippine Scouts, they were to receive sixteen 
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ounces of rice per day or the sum of 1,080,000 pounds for 

the time. The Philippine Army, which consisted of 50»000 

men, was also to have sixteen ounces of rice per day, or 

the amount of 9*000,000 pounds for the perio'd. Alto¬ 

gether, 10,980,000 pounds of rice were needed to feed the 

troops for the èstimated six-month period.4 

General Douglas MacArthur was called out of retire¬ 

ment on July 26, 1941, and placed in command of the United 

States Armed Forces in the Far East (USAFFE). Immediately, 

he began mobilization and training plans for the ten 

divisions of Philippine Army troops. He placed Major 

General George Grunert, commanding general.of the Philip¬ 

pine Department, invcharge of these plans.5 According to 

Colonel E. B. .Miller, MacArthur based his plans on the 

assumption that the Japanese invasions date would be 

April 1, 1942.6 

On August 15, 1941» in an orientation meeting with 

the alerted officers, General Grunert outlined his plans 

for mobilizing and training the Philippine Army. General 

Wainwright was placed in command of the North Luzon Forces, 

composed of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Military Districts; Major 

General George M. Parker, the South Luzon Forces, 
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consisting of the 4th and 5th Military Districts; and 

Colonel William F. Sharp, the Visayan-Mindano Forces 

formed by the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th Military Dis¬ 

tricts.* Each Military District should be able to mobil¬ 

ize a division.7 In October 1941, General Grunert was 

sent back to the United States. General MacArthur then 

took over command of the Philippine Department.8 

I began to over-see the task of mobilization. The 
first increment of the draft was inducted on Septem¬ 
ber 1, 1941. The next one occurred the latter part 
of October. This was quickly followed by another 
draft early in November. Finally, the last one was 
inducted the last week in November. When the war 
began, the last group had had only two weeks of 
training. Neither of the last two regiments had 
had a chance to fire their basic weapon before they 
were overtaken by actual combat.9 

American Army personnel in the Philippines were 

brought to a greater strength by the arrival of several 

units from the United States during the months of Septem¬ 

ber, October, and November. These units consisted of the 

200th C.A.C., 192nd and 194th Tank Battalains and the 

803rd Engineer Battalion. By the time the war began, there 

were 10,000 American soldiers on Luzon divided between 

*See Appendix B for a listing of the Military 
Districts and their respective divisions. 
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General Wainwright's North Luzon Force with headquarters 

at Fort Stotsenberg and General Parker's South Luzon Force 

with headquarters in the Batangas area. Unfortunately, the 

majority of these men were not equipped or trained as com¬ 

batants, since they were engineers, signal corpsmen, 

quartermasters, military police and air corpsmen without 

planes.10 

It should be noted here that the Luzon Forces were 

not connected with the forces on Corregidor Island and vice 

versa. The two groups were separate and distinct. Since 

Corregidor had to perform the important task of protecting 

Manila Bay, it would not be able to send reinforcements to 

the troops on Luzon. To guard Corregidor, Major General 

George F. Moore, commanding the harbor defenses of Manila 

and Subic Bays, had units from the following: 60th Coast 

Artillery (A.A.), the 59th Coast Artillery (heavy gun), and 

the 91st and 92nd Regiments of Coast Artillery (Philippine 

Scouts). Beach defenses were maintained by the 4th United 

States Marines under Colonel Samuel Howard. 

Beginning the war the Philippine Scouts, part of 

the U.S. Army, had a maximum strength of 6,000. The pre¬ 

war recruitment program failed to raise the scout force to 
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the desired 12,000 level, due to the high standards set 

for the individual scout. They were among the finest 

soldiers ever found. Since it was the greatest desire of 

every Filipino to become a Scout, it was not hard to main¬ 

tain their excellence.11 

The Philippine Army, which first Grunert, and then 

MacArthur tried to prepare, was a poorly trained and 

organized group of men. Another problem that handicapped 

it and kept it from becoming an efficient fighting force 

was that its members were from many different provinces 

which spoke different dialects. As a result, there was 

a communication problem within the Philippine Army. This 

force numbered about 50,000 when hostilities began, but 

its strength quickly dwindled with the onset of fighting.12 

This then, was the military situation in the Phil¬ 

ippine Islands when the Japanese attacked. There was a 

fighting force of 65,000 troops most of which were not 

equipped or trained sufficiently for combat. They were to 

execute a plan their top leaders branded defeatist. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR AND THE 

EIGHTING ON LUZON 

On December 8, 1941, the armed forces stationed 

in the Philippines learned the United States was at war 

with Japan. Early that morning news about the disastrous 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor came on the radio. Exact 

details about the extent of the damage were unavailable. 

It was known that part of the Pacific Fleet was 

destroyed. 

Initially, the men of the American Forces based 

in the Philippines experienced shock and disbelief when 

they woke up and heard the stunning news (See Table A-2).- 

For some of them, it was unbelievable that the tiny 

country of Japan had dared to attack the United States 

with its immense size and many resources. Others who had 

been alerted about the possibility of war with Japan by 

MacArthur and Grunert were suprised about the location 

of the attack, since it had been anticipated that the 

Japanese would assault the Philippines first. 

9 
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Once the men were over their initial shock they 

accepted the existence of the war and adopted the attitude 

of "Let's get this war over with soon." Without a doubt 

they believed in the strength of the United States and 

trusted in its ability to turn the setback of Pearl 

Harbor into a resounding victory (See Table A-2). As 

one tanker from the 194th Tank Battalion put it, "Nobody 

will do that to Uncle Sam and get away with it.m1 Very 

few of them lost their faith in the United States during 

the ensuing fighting and their subsequent imprisonment by 

the Japanese. In fact, the majority of the men who 

survived incarceration in Japanese prison camps declared 

that they were able to endure the hardships they 

encountered only because they thought the war would be 

over soon and that they would be allowed to go home. All 

of them lived for the day, "We'11 show those yellow 

bastards—and it won't be long eitherf"2 

Generally, the men assigned to the Philippines 

barely had enough time to assimilate the fact that the 

United States was at war with Japan before the Japanese 

brought it home to them with resounding force. An 

American, Paul Bunch, stationed between-Clark Field and 
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Fort Stotsenburg, had just learhed about Pearl Harbor 

with some friends when the sound of approaching planes 

was heard. Automatically, they assumed the planes to be 

American until thunderous explosions coming from Clark 

Field convinced them otherwise.3 At the same time the 

Japanese bombers were attacking Clark Field other planes 

were destroying American bases throughout the Philippines. 

Screeching air raid sirens shattered the quiet of 

Manilla's streets at 11:27 A.M. December 8, 1941. Silver, 

medium-range bombers with the flaming rising sun of 

Japan on the wings flew across the city to Cavite Navy 

Base where they dropped their bomb load. Another 

formation passed over the city to Nichols Field which 

they pulverized with incendiary and demolition bombs. 

Finally, twenty-seven bombers from another squadron began 

leveling the city of Manilla itself in an effort to 

destroy the army barracks, office buildings, and ware¬ 

houses. This was the beginning of the continuous bombing 

Manilla would undergo until the Japanese entered the 

city. Fires-caused by the. bombing added to the‘universal 

confusion and devastation in the city.4 
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Americans caught off-guard by the unexpected 

attack rushed to defend themselves. It was at this time 

they began to experience the incompetence and unprepared¬ 

ness that was to characterize so much of this war. One 

group found they could not use their machine guns, since 

there was no belted ammunition. The base armorer explained 

that ammunition for the automatic weapons was belted only 

as it was needed for the rifle range.5 The 200th Coast 

Artillery at Clark Field found itself firing blindly in 

the air at the Japanese planes. When it arrived in the 

Philippines in September, the unit left its calibrating 

equipment for the guns with the Ordnance Department for 

adjustment. The Ordnance Department did not return it 

until after the Japanese attack. Also, the 200th CfA. was 

equipped with antiquated fuses which they had until the 

campaigns ended. As a result of these fuses, only one 

shell out of every six they fired exploded.6 The initial 

destruction of the military planes was the worst debacle. 

The Japanese managed to demolish a majority of the planes 

at Clark Field, Nichols Field, and Iba Field. Waiting for 

orders to bomb Formosa the planes at Clark Field, for 

example, were lined up on the runway, ready for combat. 
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Making a perfect target, they had been there since early 

morning expecting General MacArthur's approval of the plan. 

The order not to leave Clark Field had just come over the 

radio when the Japanese hit at 12:35 P.M. In the bombing 

and strafing that followed 90 percent of the planes were 

wrecked, 300 men killed and wounded, and the hangers and 

installations such as fuel and ammunition dumps hit and 

set afire.® The extent of this unpreparedness that 

hampered the defensive actions of the Armed Forces in the 

Philippines when the Japanese attacked was surprising as 

preparations for a Japanese strike had been going on 

since the spring. 

Confusion and havoc reigned in Manilla as the 

Japanese continued to devastate it with bombs. On 

December 10, the Japanese began their ground attacks 

against Luzon with an amphibious landing of 5>000 men at 

Appari in the south. Another landing force of 5»000 men 

was put ashore at Vigan in the north on December 12. More 

troops were landed by the Japanese on December 14. 

Eighty transports disembarked at Lingayen Gulf and another 

forty were landed at Laman Bay.® 
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During the first few days after the initial 

Japanese landings, there was little contact with the 

enemy other than a few minor skirmishes. This quickly 

changed, however, once the Japanese began their advance 

on Manilia. As they were pushed back again and again 

by the approaching enemy, it became clear that the armed 

forces in the Philippines could not successfully meet the 

threat posed by Japan's mighty army. Hindering their 

success was the antiquated equipment given to them for 

fighting and the early destruction of the planes that 

were to have provided air cover. Victory would be 

denied the American forces in the Philippines unless 

reinforcements arrived from the United States. Conse¬ 

quently, MacArthur decided on December 23» 1941» to put 

WPO-3 into effect. In his opinion it was the best plan 

of action left open, since it provided for the with¬ 

drawal of the armed forces to Bataan Peninsula where they 

could fight a delaying action until the United States 

sent help.10 Wainwright tells what the initiating of 

WPO-3 implied, "It was a bitter pill to swallow, for War 

Plan Orange No. 3 meant the last ditch: the long-ago 

planned desperation withdrawal to Bataan." 11 
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On December 25, the USAFFE staff and President 

Quezon and High Commissioner Sayre of the Philippines 

along with their personal and official families were 

moved to Corregidor for safety.12 For the most part, 

the military troops were ordered to withdraw to Bataan. 

The 200th Coast Artillery (A.A.) was to protect the 

retreat of the Northern Luzon Force in Bataan by engaging 

in defensive action with the Japanese. As for the 

Southern Luzon Force, its withdrawal was to be secured 

by the 515th Coast Artillery (AA) which was formed from 

the 200th C.A. (AA). To prevent it from being totally 

devasted, Manila was declared an open city by MacArthur. 

Bataan was picked as the site for the withdrawal 

of the troops because it was believed to be the only 

place on Luzon that could be defended. In fact, it was 

ideal for defensive warfare. Bataan, which was twenty- 

five miles long and twenty miles wide, was heavily 

jungled and extremely mountainous, cut by innumerable 

small streams and a number of deep ravines, and had only 

two roads which motor vehicles could use. Two huge 

extinct volcanoes dominated the Bataan Peninsulas Mt. 

Natib in the north and the Mariveles Mountains to the 
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south. The terrain on the east coast which faced Manila 

Bay was flat and swampy in the r*orth and rugged and hilly 

to the south. As for the coastal plain on the west coast, 

it was extremely narrow as the mountains came down almost 

to the sea. To guard the shoreline, there were high 

cliffs and sharp promontories that jutted out into the 

water. :Innumerable small streams radiated out from the 

volcanic masses to meander their way through various 

steep gullies toward the bay and sea. 

When the order to withdraw to Bataan came, 

Wainwright's North Luzon Force of approximately 28,000 

men (25*000 of them still untrained) was scattered over 

a larger area. An average distance of 150 miles, had 

to be covered by these troops to reach Bataan. Even 

before this could be done the units had to be concentrated 

to form a semisolid front for the delaying actions, they 

would fight.13 The skeletonized 200th C.A. (AA), whose 

duty it was to shepherd these men to Bataan, found the 

withdrawals and deployments a nightmare, since it had to 

cover the retreat of three divisions over great 

14 distances. 
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Wainwright planned to withdraw the North Luzon 

Force in five stages hy defending various lines : Dl was 

a line along Urdaneta, San Carlos, and Aguilar, about 

midway between the base of Linguyen Gulf and the Agno; 

D2 was a line behind the Agno; D3 stretched from San Jose 

to Santa Ignacio and ran through Gerona, sixteen miles 

farther south; D4 extended from Cabanatuan ..through 

Zatagosa, La Paz, and Tarlac to the high ground to the 

west of Tarlac; D5 reached across the broad valley 

leading down from Linguyen Gulf from Bamban on the west 

to Sibul Springs at the foot of the mountains to the 

east,15 As his force moved toward Bataan, it had the 

mission of fighting delaying actions with the enemy to 

permit Major General Albert M. Joïieét South Luzon 

Force to swing around Manila Bay and duck into Bataan. 

It would also give General Parker time to prepare the 

Bataan defenses, Wainwright preferred to think of the 

action as a withdrawal rather than a retreat, "But 

even that hurt deeply. It was hard for an American to 

get used to."16 

Without incident the North Luzon Force was able 

to complete the withdrawals to Dl, D2, and D3« Dl was 



18 

reached the night of December 23“24y D2 the night of 

December 24-25; and D3 the next right. D4, which was one 

of the lines Wainwright thought he might be able to hold, 

proved to be a problem when the Japanese hit the line. 

The 91st Division at Cahanatuan on the right flank took 

the brunt of the Japanese attack which consisted of 

tanks, cavalry, and infantry. It gave ground to Gapan, 

ten miles south of Cabanatuan. When it was hit again 

that same evening, December 29th, it was routed to a 

point twenty miles south when the division commander was 

able to rally what was left of his force. At this point 

Wainwright felt his right flank was in such peril that 

he ordered the withdrawal to 05 > the Bamban line, on the 

night of December 30-31»17 

The withdrawal of General Jones' South Luzon 

force was beset by a critical problem, since there was 

only one road which it could enter Bataa n. On this road 

the troops had to cross the Pampanga River by means of 

the Calumpit bridge to reach San Fernando Pampanga and 

the homestretch of the escape road to Bataan. The 

Japanese realized this bridge was a serious bottleneck. 

They tried to reach and destroy it, so that a large part 
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of the South Luzon,Force would be trapped. The 200th 

CA Batteries were placed around Calumpit Bridge to protect 

it from Japanese air attacks. Also, on December 30 the 

500 men left of the 91st Division plus a regiment of the 

71st Division took positions along the Pampanga River 

north of Baliuay to guard the bridge and San Fernando 

Pampanga. During the night a company of the 192nd Tank 

Battalion was added to this defense. The South Luzon., 

Force, '.meanwhile, continued to • pour across .'.the bridge ,and 

through San Fernando Pampanga. 

Hit by a hard pushing Japanese attack on 

December 31st* the 91st held its position while the 

remainder of General Jones ’ force ran 'Vhat .amounted "to. 

a gauntlet. At midnight the majority of these men were 

already safely through San Fernando Pampanga and protected 

by the successful stand of the 11th and 21st divisions 

north of the town. Early January 1, 1942, the last of the 

stragglers followed by the batteries of the 200th crossed 

the Calumpit Bridge to safety under a barrage of rifle 

fire from the advance elements of Japanese troops. 

Within minutes after their arrival on the other side the 

bridge was destroyed to prevent the pursuit of the enemy. 
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A final position for the Bataan defenders 

extended fifteen miles across the waist of the peninsula, 

from the west coast town of Bagac, on the South China 

Sea, to the village of Orion, on the shores of Manila 

Bay. To the north of the Bagac-Orion line were the 

Japanese, blocking all escape routes. In every other 

direction was the sea. 

Bataan was of utmost military importance because 

to its south lay Corregidor guarding Manila Bay. Over¬ 

shadowing southern Bataan, the Mariveles Mountains within 

the Bagac-Orion line offered an excellent position on 

their southern slopes for artillery determined to 

dominate Corregidor. Whoever held Bataan would master 

the island fortress. The Americans, therefore, were 

determined to defend it to the death while the Japanese 

intended to win it at all costs. 

Occupying the 200 square miles of Bataan 

Peninsula defended by the American forces were over 

100,000 people. Only 78,000 of these were military 

troops which were mostly untrained. Of this number, only 

15 percent were actually Americans. Another 20,000 were 

Filipino citizens, who had fled with the army rather 
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than accept the friendship offered to them by their 

Japanese liberators. Also, there were some 6,000 

civilian employees of the army. Scattered across this 

area were the few supplies and scanty equipment the 

beleaguered defenders had managed to bring with them: 

artillery, tanks and other vehicles, gasoline and oil 

stocks, and stores of ammunition and food. Command posts, 

hospitals, communication centers, and other vital installa- 

tions a fighting army needs, were also dispersed across 

this terrain. As one American staff officer put it, 

"Bataan was so crowded that bombers coufd drop their pay 

loads at almost any point or place and hit something of 

military value."18 

On January 7» the Bataan Force was discontinued 

and the North and South Luzon Forces were redesignated as 

the X and II Philippine Corps. The I Philippine Corps 

under the leadership of General Wainwright defended the 

west sector of Bataan while the II Philippine Corps led 

by General Parker guarded the eastern one. A strange 

assortment of units made up the Philippine Corps, as can 

be seen by looking at the composition of General 

Wainwright's I corps. It consisted of Brigadier General 
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Fidel V. Brougher's 11th Division? Brigadier General 

Clinton Segundo's 1st Division; Brigadier General Clinton 

Pierce's 71st Division? Brigadier General Luther R. Ste¬ 

vens' 91st Divsion, the 45th Infantry Regiment of Philip¬ 

pine Scouts? the remnants of the 26th Cavalry under Colonel 

Lee C. Vance? a small group of planeless fliers and ground 

crewmen? some air corps engineers? a detachment of 450 

sailors? and the 2nd Philippine Constabulary.18 Also, the 

1st Philippine Corps was mostly made up of Philippine 

nationals who had been inducted and mobilized anywhere from 

a few months to a few days before the war began. These 

66,000 Filipinos were organized into seven Philippine army 

divisions, one Philippine Constabulary division, and three 

Philippine Scout regiments belonging to the United States 

Army.20 The small number of Americans in the Corps led or 

"advised" Filipino units, performed vital staff and com¬ 

mand work, and formed the few American outfits including 

the 31st Infantry which was the only regular U.S. Army one. 

In March MacArthur was ordered to leave the 

Philippine Islands for Australia. To replace MacArthur, 

Wainwright was appointed Commander of the Philippine 

garrison. Moving to Corregidor from Bataan, Wainwright 
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left Major General Edward P. King in charge of the troops 

on Bataan. Assuming command less than three weeks before 

he would have to surrender, General King had control of 

Major General Jones■ I Philippine Corps and Major General 

Parker's II Philippine Corps. 

Defense of Bataan was hampered by the raw Filipino 

troops. Usually, a great portion of the Philippine Army 

evacuated to the rear whenever a shot was fired. Also, 

they disappeared from the lines every night leaving the 

American units to awake the next morning and find them¬ 

selves alone. The Military Police were used to round up 

stragglers and bring them back to the lines. Carrying 

their gas masks and a stick of sugar cane, these men 

always explained they had lost their rifles and were 

looking for a friend. This was not, however, entirely 

their fault as the majority of them had received little 

or no: training. Men who have not used their rifles 

cannot be expected to stand up to seasoned troops like 

the Japanese. Also not all the Filipino soldiers were 

like this. The Filipino Scouts, who were part of the 

U.S. Army, were as good if not better than the American 

forces. The only difference between these and the men 
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of the Philippine Army was the amount of training each 

had received.(See Table A-4). 

Antiquated weapons and the poor quality of the 

ammunition were other problems that prevented an effective 

defense of Bataan. Most of the weapons and ammunition on 

Bataan were leftovers from the first World War. James 

Gautier explains the ammunition they used had been 

manufactured between I9I6-I9I8? therefore it was not 

reliable. "There were five rounds to a clip and you 

would have two or three duds in each clip. When one 

round failed to fire you would eject it and try the 
I 

next one."21 R. Jackson Scott and his companions found 

their hand grenades to be worthless. Of twenty-five 

they threw, only two exploded.?2 Agreeing with Scott, 

Sidney Stewart explained that the hand grenades, being 

old and damp, either never exploded or went off too 

soon. More than one man lost an arm from counting too 

long.23 Another soldier found his World War I Enfield 

rifle constantly jammed on him. "Damn," he complained, 

"I was innocent! I thought the Army was supposed to 

give a guy something better than a flintlock to fight 

24 with." 



25 

A controversy surrounding the 192nd and 194-th 

Tank Battalions was another factor that hurt the defense 

of Bataan. Under the direct control of USAFFE, which was 

the extreme high command, the two tank battalions were 

directed through Tank Group Commander Brigadier General 

James R. N. Weaver. Whenever he wanted to use the tank 

battalions, General Wainwright had to ask Weaver. This 

irritated him immensely and gave rise to jealousy con¬ 

cerning the command of the tanks between the two generals. 

As a result, the 192nd and the 19.4th were hampered in 

performing their duties. At times Wainwright would go 

behind Weaver's back and give orders to the officers of 

the tank group. This placed them in a very awkward 

position, since they were not under his command. Also, 

to make matters worse, Wainwright, a cavalryman of the 

old school, was not familiar with the capabilities and 

limitations of tanks. Since he would not tolerate view¬ 

points adverse to his on the use of the tanks, he gave 

orders that did not use the tanks effectively and that 

sometimes endangered them. A time his orders proved to 

be disastrous is when he requested or commanded General 

Weaver to send a group of his tanks down a certain 
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narrow road to make contact with the enemy. Weaver 

relunctantly complied by sending a platoon which ran 

into a perfect tank trap and was destroyed. According 

to Wainwright, the disaster occurred because Weaver did 

not send enough tanks. Actually, it happened due to 

the narrowness of the road which prevented the tanks 

from turning around or firing at the enemy once the first 

one in the column was hit.25 

Feeble, virtually non-existent; air cover over 

Bataan also injured the defense of the peninsula. In the 

beginning it consisted of nine P-40s located at Bataan 

Field near Cabcaben at the southeastern tip of the 

peninsula. By February 13, 1942, the number of planes had 

grown to ten but of this number only five were the good, 

original P-40s. The rest, barely able to fly, consisted 

of an 0-1 army biplane, a ramshackle Bellanca, a 
1 

dilapidated Beechcraft, and a couple of other misfits. 

These five called the Bamboo Fleet and three of the P-40s 

were kept at Bataan Field. The other two P-40s were at 

Cabcaben Field, a mile to the west. This small fleet of 

planes flew reconnaissance, brought in medical supplies 

from the southern islands, dropped supplies to the 
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guerrillas fighting in the mountains of Luzon and went 

on a few bombing missions. The small number of planes 

combined with their poor condition prevented them from 

giving any real help to the Bataan defenders. 

Remnants of the Air Corps not needed for the 

tiny air fleet, were converted to an infantry battalion. 

According to Colonel Ray Hunt, "All we lacked was 

training and equipment. Pear we possessed, because of 

lack of knowledge of our new part in the fight and the 

weapons it required."2S Ignorance about weapons would 

make these men ineffective as fighters and endanger 

them when they met the enemy. For example, Hunt did not 

know how to use a rifle: “A rifle to me was no more 

than a stick, until I learned how to use it from an 

infantryman."27 And Colonel William Dyess explained that 

only three of the 220 air force men, who formed the air 

force battalion of the 7^st division, could use a 

bayonet, of which there were only three anyway.28 

Defensive action undertaken against the Japanese 

in the Philippines did not prove to be successful. From 

the beginning, disorganization and unpreparedness 

characterized events. Despite the fact the attack had 



28 

been anticipated for close to a year, the commanding 

officers seemed to have been stunned at what happened. 

They never were able to overcome their initial surprise 

enough to carry out efficiently plans for WPO-3. As a 

result the withdrawal to Bataan succeeded in that the 

troops managed to make it safely to the peninsula but 

failed due to the fact that adequate provisions for the 

men were not transported. Some of the responsibility for 

the nonpreparedness belongs to the United States Govern¬ 

ment which had left the Philippine Command weapons and 

ammunition from World War I and little or no training. 

Next most of the weapons and the ammunition dated back to 

the first World War. As a result, it did not always 

perform effectively. Then the 192nd and 194th tank 

battalions ran into difficulties caused by the conflict 

between Wainwright and Weaver over their commands and by 

the lack of knowledge about tank tactics among the higher 

command. Finally, the lack of efficient air cover over 

Bataan hurt any defense. 
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CHAPTER I I 

BATAAN 

Tired and weary, the men of the I and II 

Philippine Corps straggled onto the Bataan Peninsula 

during the first few days of January. Seeing the lush 

tropical foliage and the abundant wild life, they 

thought they had stumbled into Paradise, Everywhere 

there were trees carrying bananas, papayas, and mangos. 

Occasionally, cashew trees grew. Frolicsome monkeys 

inhabiting the trees amused the exhausted men with their 

antics. Bataan soon would be turned into a nightmarish 

hell by disease, the ravages of war, and the foraging 

of over 100,000 hungry people. 

Withdrawing to Bataan had one major drawback. 

It isolated the Luzon garrison from all sources of 

supply except an ever-narrowing line through the 

Japanese blockade. Defenders, therefore, had to fight 

with and exist on what they had brought to the peninsula 

before Lieutenant General Masahare Hamma cut off their 

supply line. Unfortunately few supplies and little 

31 
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equipment had been transported to Bataan. Movement of 

provisions and of stores for the Luzon Force was not 

begun until December 23» 19^1, when MacArthur made the 
decision to withdraw to Bataan. There was not enough 

time to transfer the needed ordnance. In addition, the 

number of people on Bataan who needed to be provisioned 

was more than double the expected quantity. As a 

result, an acute food shortage developed. The 80,000 

soldiers and the 26,000 civilians, who had fled to escape 

the advancing Japanese, found themselves faced with 

starvation if help from the United States did not 

arrive. Soon after their arrival in January Paradise 

was beginning to look a bit tarnished. 

Scarcity of provisions on Bataan need not have 

been as severe as it was. A certain dearth of supplies 

was to be expected since there was no open supply line. 

The quantity of stores on Bataan, however, could have 

been large enough to last for a much longer period than 

it did. If he had begun the movement of provisions to 

Bataan when the Japanese first attacked December 8, 

MacArthur could have transferred enough supplies to feed 

his men full rations for several months. Also, if 
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anyone had transported the rice stored at Cabanatuan for 

such an eventuality, there would have been no need for 

the starvation diet forced on the Bataan defenders. 

Instead, the rice was allowed to remain where it was 

until the Japanese destroyed it. And there are indica¬ 

tions no organized effort was made to bring provisions 

to Bataan, Colonel E. B. Miller reports his 194th Tank 

Battalion saw empty trucks going to Bataan and states a 

friend from the quartermaster corps informed him that 

no one tried to remove to Bataan stores stacked in 

Manila warehouses.1 

As soon as the troops arrived, an inventory 

was made to see exactly how much of a food supply existed 

on Bataan. It was discovered that only a 30 day stock of 

unbalanced field rations for 100,000 people had been 

brought. This included a 50 day provision of canned 

meats and fish; 40 days of canned milk; 30 of flour and 

canned vegetables, such as string beans and tomatoes; and 

20 of rice, which was the most important element in the 

Philippine diet. There were some staples: sugar, salt, 

pepper, lard, and syrup. Almost no fresh meat or fruit 
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had been transported and only limited quantities of 

canned fruits, coffee, potatoes, onions and cereals.2 

On January 6, ,1942, MacArthur ordered the daily 

food ration cut in half to make the provisions last .. 

longer,3 Theoretically, this would provide an American 

with thirty-six ounces of food each day and a Filipino 

with thirty-two ounces. In actuality, neither one ever 

received even thirty ounces after the end of January. 

Also, the amount varied with the time and circumstance, 

and never on Bataan did it equal a full half ration.4 

To assure a fair distribution of food, all units 

were ordered to turn in the excess rations they had 

picked up at depots during the withdrawal to Bataan. 

Only a small number of groups complied with the orders. 

Quite a few, therefore, had their own small private 

stockpiles of supplies. Others drew their food rations 

based on padded strength reports. As a result, the 

78,100 soldiers on Bataan were at one time drawing enough 

provisions for 122,000 men. As one supply officer put it, 

"It appears that many units are doubling up."5 This did 

not increase the food ration for the individual soldier. 

All it did was to cause an uneven distribution of food so 
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that some got corned beef, others fish, and another group 

neither one. Occasionally, an outfit on the move would 

miss a day's ration, or it would end up getting double. 

The only common thing about the ration of the troops was 

its inadequacy. 

Another thing that contributed to the uneven 

distribution of rations was the method of dispersing it 

to the various units. To reach the front line troops, 

food was transported forward in relays. Each unit would 

drop back an echelon and pick up the provisions that had 

been delivered there. Then they would keep enough 

victuals for themselves and carry the rest forward for 

the next line of soldiers. As the stores got closer to 

the front, the amount for each individual man decreased 

until the frontal combat troops got for a week's ration 

a can of salmon and a handful of rice per man. Since 

this was barely enogh to live on, foraging and scavenging 

activities were engaged in to supplement the food supply. 

In fact, the shortage of food was so acute that the search 

for food assumed more importance than the presence of the 

enemy 
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As the days went by the ration was cut again and 

again. By the middle of March the men were receiving 

less than a quarter of the allotted peacetime ration. 

When the end of the month arrived, the provisions had heen 

reduced so much and the fare had become so monotonous 

that it amounted to little more than a token diet barely 

sufficient to sustain life. Consider the ration for 

March 25, 1942 î The American troops received a ration of 

14.54 ounces that day. It consisted of 8.5 ounces of 

rice, 1.44 of flour, 1.22 of canned meat, 1.30 of milk, 

I.60 of salt and .48 of sugar. As for the Filipinos, 

they got 10 ounces of rice, 1.22 of canned meat, 1.30 

of milk, I.60 of salt and .48 of sugar for a total 

ration of 14.60 ounces. If fresh méat was available, 

the men got 6 ounces of it instead of the canned meat.6 

Of course, whether a soldier actually got his full 

ration depended on the availability of the items. 

Usually, he did not. Colonel Dyess drew a ration that 

consisted of nine medium-sized cans of salmon and forty- 

five pounds of musty red rice for 175 men.7 For the most 

part, items like butter, coffee, and tea were nonexistent, 

while canned vegetables, sugar, and canned milk were so 
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scarce that they were considered luxuries. Fresh meat 

was issued twice a week as long as it was available. 

Usually, it was carabao (water buffalo), the Philippine 

beast of burden. Due to the lack of refrigeration, the 

animals were kept in stockyards and slaughtered as close 

as possible to the time the meat was to be issued. When 

the carabao were gone, the 26th Cavalry Regiment's 250 

horses and 48 pack mules became the new source of fresh 

meat,® This supply, however, was exhausted by the middle 

of March. One soldier described his ration thus "Fish and 

rice twice a day. No coffee, no tea, no milk, no sugar, 

no nothing but fish and rice. We are completely out of 

everything."9 

The resourcefulness of the Americans was fully 

tested as they tried to supplement their meager diet on 

Bataan. Though their ingenuity was great, it could not 

overcome the problem of the limited food supply. Pigs, 

chickens, sweet potatoes, bananas, mangoes, and tender 

young bamboo shoots were obtained from the surrounding 

countryside and its tiny villages. Roaming carabao were 

captured and slaughtered by the hungry troops. According 

to Colonel Dyess: 
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Now and then we killed a carabao and boiled its dark 
strong, tough meat. We had a formula for cooking 
carabao: you put a stone in the pot with it and when 
the stone melted the carabao was cooked.10 

Besides carabao, the ingenious hunters of Bataan found 

themselves tasting dog and monkey meat, the flesh of the 

iguana lizard which was like chicken, and the meat and 

eggs of the deadly python. Abouth anything that moved on 

Bataan was fair game: 

We were eating lizards, monkeys, and anything else 
that came under our guns. We set off dynamite in 
the water in the hope of getting fish, but the blasts 
usually burst the fishes' floats and they sank. The 
life expectancy of anything that walked, crawled, or 
flew on lower Bataan was practically nil.11 

In the beginning, the men on the front lines would sneak 

out to the rice stacks and sugar cane fields under the 

cover of darkness. There they would tie bundles of rice 

or sugar cane stalks to their backs and then crawl back to 

their positions. Usually, they managed to bring back shirt 

pockets full of peanuts, too. Once back, they would 

thresh the rice, make peanut butter out of the peanuts and 

produce syrup from the sugarcane: 

We would spread our blanket on the ground and thresh 
the rice from the stalks. Having found one of the 
natives' hollowed out logs, we would put the rice in 
this then pound it with the maul until the husk was 
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removed. We would then put it in one of the flat 
straw baskets and toss the rice in the air and the 
wind would blow the husk away. We could then either 
boil the rice or put the rice back in the hollowed out 
log and pound it into flour for hot cakes. We would 
parch the peanuts, put them in the hollowed out log 
and pound them until we had peanut butter. For salt 
to add to the peanut butter and rice, we would boil' 
sea'.water in a container then scrape the salt out 
and mash it up so it could be sprinkled. Some of the 
men got busy and made a crude wooden machine and we 
pressed the sugarcane, caught the juice, boiled it 
down until we had syrup to use on our rice flour hot 
cakes.12 

These food expeditions lasted until the Japanese 

realized what the Americans were doing and burned the area. 

Eventually, the soldiers found their foraging activities 

stopped by the exhaustion of the plant and animal life of 

Bataan. The peninsula had not been big or fertile enough 

to provide extra food for over 100,000 people. When this 

happened the forces on Bataan were forced to rely on the 

monotonous, insubstantial army ration for sustenance. 

The army ration was totally inadequate for combat 

troops. Looking at the amount.of energy it provided each 

day shows how deficient it was. During January it 

supplied a soldier with 2,000 calories a day. In February 

the figure declined to 1,500 calories and by March it was 
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only 1,000 calories daily. Yet, according to Lt. Col. 

Harold W. Clattly, the Luzon force surgeon, the men 

expended between 3,500 to ^,000 calories of energy a day 

defending the line on Bataan,13 As a result of this 

caloric deficit, the troops showed serious muscle waste 

and depletion of fat reserves. Also, beriberi in its 

incipient stages was universally evident throughout the 

command. Malnutrition so weakened the soldiers that they 

were particularly vulnerable to even the most minor ail¬ 

ment. Weight loss at this time averaged about twenty- 

two pounds.14 

Another problem that helped to turn Bataan into 

a living hell was the scarcity of clothing and equipment. 

These things had been in scant supply before the war and 

were almost gone by the time the men reached Bataan. 

Threadbare uniforms, worn-out shoes, shabby blankets when 

they were available, and the absence of mosquito netting, 

shelter halves, tents, and sun helmets left the troops 

without protection from the elements and the jungle. An 

idea of how bad the situation was can be gotten by looking 

at a comparatively well clad and equipped unit. In this 

unit the uniforms were considered 90 percent unserviceable 
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less than 25 percent of the enlisted men had blankets, 

Shelter halves, or raincoats. Fully one quarter of the 

command was without shoes and the rest had some that 

were so badly worn that under normal conditions they 

would be considered unfit for use.15 

A shortage of cigarettes (the troops received 

less than one cigarette a day during the three month 

siege) made many men miserable. Desperate for a smoke, 

heavy smokers would pay five dollars for a five cent 

pack of cigarettes. Also, they would pounce on any 

discarded cigarette butt in the hopes of getting a few 

more puffs of smoke out of it. 

Due to the starvation diet and the lack of proper 

equipment to protect them from the elements and the 

rough terrain of Bataan's jungles, the soldiers became 

the victims of enervating diseases. Soon after reaching 

Bataan, the troops began to suffer from malaria, dengue, 

and the evil consequences of avitaminosis-scurvy, beri¬ 

beri, and amoebic dysentery. A doctor checking the sick 

list of his unit found beriberi and scurvy, many cases 

of malaria which could be kept only partially under 

control with the available amount of quinine, quite a 
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few dysentery cases syfadiozine could clear up, and 

widespread incurable skin infections.16 Since preventive 

doses of quinine were halted at the end of February to 

provide a supply to treat those already sick, malaria 

proved to be the biggest problem. By the first week in 

March, over 500 men a day were being admitted to the 

hospitals with malaria. At the end of the month the 

number had risen to a 1,000 cases a day while it was 

estimated that 75 percent to 80 percent of the front line 

troops had the disease.17 By this time, Bataan no longer 

looked like a paradise to its defenders. Instead, it had 

become a nightmare from which they could not escape. 

Epidemic disease on Bataan put a heavy strain on 

the capacities and resources of the two Bataan hospitals: 

General Hospital No. 1, located on the southeast slopes 

of the Mariveles Mountains, and General Hospital No. 2, 

situated a few miles away near the town of Cabcaben on 

the east coast. The 1,000 bed capacity of each one was 

soon stretched to care for more than 3>000 patients. As 

the sick rate continued to rise, it was necessary to 

limit admissions to those requiring serious surgical 

operations or those who needed more than three weeks of 
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convalescence. At this time the army doctors 

rediscovered a medical procedure used during the Civil 

War which allowed blowflies to use open wounds as a 

hatching ground for their maggots. Surprisingly, the 

maggots, instead of harming, helped, as they left behind 

a surface completely debrided and favorable for grafting 

procedures.18 Near the middle of March many of the 

casualties began to develop gas gangrene in their 

injuries. When this happened, the skin was cut open to 

allow the gas to escape and then dressings of 

azochloramid were put on the open wound. Many of these 

cases survived, but others who had gas bubbles form 

beneath the surface of their skin did not. Due to a 

failure to receive their prophylatic tetanus injections, 

the Filipino soldiersihegan^iri Jlàrge numbers to'éûptfâét 

tetanus and died soon afterwards in respiratory failure. 

Near the end of March the casualties were in such poor 

shape that many of them died as soon as the anaesthetic 

was administered. Also, the Japanese began bombing the 

hospitals. 

From the beginning, the men on Bataan found life 

to be a precarious experience: "Living from hand to 
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Japanese make a special effort to kill officers first.1,18 

It was necessary to make sure any apparently dead 

Japanese an American unit passed was actually dead because 

the Japanese had developed the strategy of playing "dead." 

A "corpse" would lie still until the Americans were past 

him and then rise up and shoot them in the back. To 

combat this, the defenders of Bataan would shoot any 

Japanese body they passed to make sure that death had 

really claimed it. Then there was the constant pounding 

of the Japanese artillery barrage and the daily bombing 

raids of the enemy's planes. Besides this, there was the 

continual offensive against which the American forces 

kept falling back. Confusion reigned everywhere as the 

front lines kept moving further to the rear. According 

to Charles Baum, his company was told to report to the 

front lines. Since they did not know where the lines 

were, they kept going forward. When morning arrived, 

they found they had passed through the American lines 

and were on the verge of entering the Japanese. A runner 

stopped them before they went any further and headed them 

back to the right lines.20 Dead, rotting bodies lay 
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everywhere, as there was not enough time to bury them. 

The precariousness of life on Bataan added to the 

starvation diet, the presence of crippling diseases, and 

the lack of protection from the elements made life hell 

for the troops: 

But our perpetual hunger, the steaming heat by day 
and night, the terrible malaria for which we did 
not have enough quinine, and the moans of the 
wounded, were terribly hard on the men—especially 
when all this was piled on top of the knowledge 
that the Japs were coming at us again and there 
was little room left for retreating.21 

Many men let their beard grow due to the scarcity 

of razor blades. However, almost everyone had his head 

practically shaven by native barbers to combat the 

enervating heat and the danger of cooties. It was the 

hot, dry season on Bataan. The rains were expected any 

time after March. Then new problems would crop up to 

bother the soldiers. When they came, Lt. Col. W. Sewell 

explained the situation: 

We have no protection whatsoever. Tents are not 
permitted because of impossibility of concealment. 
There are no surfaced roads and everything becomes 
a mass of mud. The rain is continuous day and 
night, everything gets wet, matches become useless, 
leather mildews and rots, and Oh God, why go on.22 
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Whatever the weather, the men lacked the essentials. 

Besides the absence of razor blades, the men missed not 

having soaps, toothpaste or brushes, and toilet paper. 

In order to wash clothing, the soldiers would have to 

go to the nearest stream. Many gave up wearing under¬ 

wear, since there was no soap to launder the clothes. 

Despite these harsh living conditions the men did not 

give up hope. 

Near the end of March the situation began to 

deteriorate rapidly. Unless a man was seriously wounded, 

he stayed at his post since there was no longer enough 

gasoline to haul the injured back to the hospitals. 

Then there was the perpetual, choking dust and the hard 

ground that wracked the muscles of the thin bodied 

soldiers. The terrific heat made tempers flare, and the 

» 

buzzing of the flies drove everyone crazy. Overhead the 

enemy planes droned on the way to their targets. 

Artillery fire burst all around the men and the machine 

guns constantly chattered and buzzed. Even at night 

there was no peace, for enemy shells and flares lit up 

the jungle in a ghastly light, as the monkeys' screaming 

mingled with the hooting of owls. Worst of all was the 
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continual moving back as the enemy pushed forward. Soon 

each day began to seem like the last: 

It was a perpetual moving and never settling down, 
go, go, go, always on the go, night and day and on 
through the night again and into the day. Today is 
like tomorrow and tomorrow is like today. They 
stretch out into one long, dull pattern until you 
are insensible to feeling, you are one mass of 
aching flesh, when will it ever stop? "Oh, God, 
when will it ever stop, oh God, I am so tiredl"23 

To make matters more unbearable, the defenders of Bataan 

stumbled across the mutilated bodies of friends who had 

fallen into the hands of the Japanese. It made them 

believe that no prisoners would be taken. Eventually, 

there were no more front lines as the Japanese had 

broken through everywhere. Yet, the men still did not 

give up hope of being sent reinforcements from the 

United States. Rumors spread rapidly. Help was on the 

way. Even the radio station on Corregidor, renamed "The 

Voice of Freedom" by MacArthur, told the weary troops 

of Bataan help was on the way. At first some of the 

men believed it and wept with joy. They soon realized, 

however, that the announcer had said it to put fear into 

the approaching Japanese. Disillusionment never came to 

the majority, for they believed even after their surrender 
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that it was only a matter of time before help would 

arrive. Nevertheless, they'all. suffered'momentary pangs 
of bitterness and depression: 

General Wainwright's reserves are all in the hospital. 
... No God damn quinine. No damn food. Not 
enough shells for a patrol. Hell, our radios don't 
even work. We haven't seen an American plane in the 
sky for weeks.24 

The surprising thing was not that there were low moments 

for the troops but as it was there were not more of them. 

If any place turned out to be hell on earth, it was 

Bataan that year. As Frank Hewlett, a war correspondent 

put it, 

We're the battling bastards of Bataan 
No mamma, no pappa, no Uncle Sam 

No aunts, no uncles, no nephews, no nieces, 
No rifles, no guns or artillery pieces, 

And nobody gives a damn.25 

Eventually, the end came. It had only been a 

matter of time before the disease-ridden, exhausted, hun¬ 

gry soldiers found they could fight no more. Early in 

April the Japanese began attacking in waves, sending a 

never-ending supply of fresh troops against the battle 

weary defenders of Bataan. The Luzon Force gave ground 

again and again, constantly falling back to form another 
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line. Soon they would find themselves at the sea unable 

to go any further. Lt. General Wainwright, examining the 

situation, decided the best move would be to mount a 

counter attack. So he ordered General King to do this. 

Surveying the situation, General King concluded that if 

his troops continued fighting it meant their certain 

annihilation. After a long struggle with himself he 

came to the hard decision that he must surrender. 

On April 9, 1942, Major General Edward P. King, 

the American Commander on Bataan Peninsula in the 

Philippines surrendered unconditionally a force of 78,000 

United States and Filipino troops to the Japanese Four¬ 

teenth Army under Lieutenant General Masahare Homma. For 

some reason, the Japanese misunderstood the situation and 

viewed the surrender as that of one officer to the local 

commander. Therefore in their view "The surrender was 

accomplished by the voluntary and unconditional surrender 

of each individual or each unit. The negotiations for the 

cessation of hostilities failed.1,26 

General Wainwright never gave King permission to 

surrender the force on Bataan. In fact, he tried to stop 

him from doing it, as MacArthur had forbidden such an 
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eventuality. This did not prevent him from understanding 

the situation King was facing.27 

At a press conference Secretary of War Stimson 

announced to the American public the fall of Bataan: 

Our troops, outnumbered and worn down by 
successive attacks by fresh troops, exhausted by 
insufficient rations and disease prevalent on 
that peninsula, finally had their lines broken and 
enveloped by the enemy. 

A long but gallant defense has been worn down 
and overthrown.28 

Commenting on the situation, General Douglas MacArthur 

called Bataan "one of the decisive battles of the world." 

To him, it was a "magnificent victory," since the Bataan 

garrison accomplished its mission of delaying the 

Japanese forward thrust in the Pacific. "Its long, 

protracted struggle enabled the United Nations to gather 

strength to resist in the Pacific. Had it not held out, 

Australia would have fallen with incalculable results."28 

Perhaps the best view given of the fall of Bataan came 

from a man who was there: 

Bear in mine that ours was a medical defeat, that 
we never surrendered of our own free will, but were 
surrendered by Major General Edward P. King who 
realized that we had only one day's half ration per 
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man left on Bataan at the time, and in disobeying 
MacArthur's orders to fight to the death of the last 
man his decision was to spare the useless bloodshed 
of his men, that some may live to fight again.30 

Bataan fell to prevent the needless spilling of blood for 

an already lost cause. 

Without reinforcements from the United States, 

the Luzon Force could never successfully defend Bataan. 

Also, it would have been annihilated if General King had 

not surrendered. These two things are unquestionable. 

However, there are many aspects of the withdrawal to 

Bataan and the fighting there that can be criticized. 

First, Bataan was not an ideal place for withdrawal, since 

there were few access roads. If they had mounted the full 

scale air attack on Bataan during the withdrawal which 

they had planned, the Japanese would have prevented most 

of the Luzon Force from reaching the peninsula. Then the 

fighting on Luzon would have ended in January. Fortu¬ 

nately, the Japanese neglected to carry out their plan. 

Withdrawing successfully due to the oversight of the enemy, 

the armed forces in the Philippines still did not manage to 

do everything that would insure their successful defense. 

Efforts should have been made to transport enough supplies 
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and equipment to Bataan. The rice stores at Cahanatuan 

should have been moved to the peninsula as well as the 

provisions located in the Manila warehouses. With food, 

clothing, and medicine the men on Bataan would have been 

able to hold out longer and fight more effectively. Since 

an attack had been expected for about a year, the unpre¬ 

paredness of the Philippines for war can be condemned. 

Mobilization and training of the Philippine Army should 

have gone on at a faster pace. This would have eliminated 

the need to use untrained troops to defend Bataan. By 

letting the civilian population travel into Bataan with 

the troops, the military allowed them to clog the roads 

and slow down the withdrawal, as well as take needed 

rations from the soldiers. Then the ambiguous position of 

the American officers attached to the Philippine Army 

units as instructors created a confusion about authority 

during critical moments of the fighting. Also, orders for 

occupying new positions were always late so that troops 

would begin to move in to a new location as the Japanese 

attacked 31 
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CHAPTER III 

THE DEATH MARCH 

Sometiroes I think we all died on the march, 
sometimes I feel sure that all the things that came 
later were just a fevered dream, and that somewhere 
back on those bloodsoaked miles there is another 
body . . .1 

Surrounded by confusion, the Bataan defenders did 

not know what was going to happen. From somewhere an 

order to retreat toward Mariveles came. Tired, hungry, 

and sick the troops began to obey on April 8. Rumors.of 

General King's surrender began to appear. According to 

one, King would surrender all the armed forces on Bataan, 

but Corregidor, which would continue fighting under Wain- 

wright, would welcome anyone who could make it there. 

Finally, the rumors were confirmed! General King had sur¬ 

rendered. For roost men, there was a keen sense of disap¬ 

pointment! "We were the first troops in American history 

to surrender. I am sure this thought has remained with 

us to this day."2 There were, too, strong feelings of 

resentment and bitterness. Many soldiers felt the 
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situation could have been avoided. Responsibility for the 

defeat belonged to the United States government as person¬ 

ified by either Roosevelt or Congress, or to the Com¬ 

manding General MacArthur. Another portion of the force 

experienced disbelief that this was happening to them. 

Fear, however, was the emotion that dominated the majority 

of the defenders' minds. Unaware of what the Japanese 

intended to do with them, the Americans found themselves 

listening to persistent rumors that claimed the enemy were 

taking no prisoners. Remembering the mutilated bodies of 

friends who had fallen into the hands of the Japanese, they 

tended to believe the rumors.3 Despite these feelings, 

most men still thought it was only a matter of time before 

the United States won the wars 

. . . unwavering faith in our military power, and it 
was inconceivable to roe that help wouldn't appear 
over the horizon in such force that the Japs would 
scurry back to the Ginza with their tails between 
their runty legs.4 

As a result, they assumed their imprisonment would only 

be one of a short duration—a few months at most. 

Numbed and dazed by the news of the surrender, 

soldiers wandered aimlessly waiting for definite orders. 

Preferring death to the unknown fate they would suffer 
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under the Japanese, a few stopped seeking protection from 

the exploding artillery shells. Others, regaining a 

semblance of their normality, began to think about escape. 

The majority, however, never tried it. Usually, they 

decided against the idea. For one thing, to escape from 

the Japanese a man had to either head into the hills or 

try and swim across to Corregidor. If he made it into the 

hills of Bataan, a man then had to contend with the 

scarcity of food, the possibility of being turned into the 

Japanese by Filipinos, and the language and racial barrier 

that made him stand out from the natives. On the other 

hand, if he chose to go to Corregidor, he had to avoid the 

Japanese on Bataan's beaches, to swim the distance between 

the peninsula and the island, and to accept the fact it 

probably was only a matter of time before Corregidor also 

fell. Weighing the chance of success against failure, most 

soldiers chose not to escape. The small percentage who 

actually tried to escape, either were caught or made it to 

Corregidor where they were forced to surrender again in a 

few weeks. About 2,000 men were able to reach Corregidor 

April 8 and 9»5 As for the others, Japanese sub-chasers 

patrolling the waters between Bataan and Corregidor picked 
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up anyone they saw trying to escape. After being severely 

punished by the Japanese, these men wished they had never 

tried it.(see Table A-6). 

• As the bemusement wore off, the various units 

tried to establish order. Word filtered through the ranks 

that each company was to destroy its papers. So small bon¬ 

fires sprang up on the beaches and in the jungles of Bataan. 

Standing silently -the defenders watched their records go 

up in flames. When the American flag was laid on the 

fire, sorrow and despair filled the group, and a few began 

to shed tears. Eventually, the emotional outburst was 

over, and the men became busy again. All the equipment, 

except for personal belongings, was destroyed and then 

neatly stacked in the middle of the roads. Some units 

made piles of their excess gear. Occasionally, someone 

would pass the word to get rid of any Japanese souvenirs. 

Some soldiers decided to resume the march to Marivales 

while others chose to head for the nearest road where they 

could await the victorious, advancing troops. 

Japanese troops accepted or rejected each group's 

or person's surrender on an individual basis. As they 

did this, the enemy introduced to the Americans their 
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characteristic irrationality which would soon become 

familiar to their prisoners: 

It was just one of the innumerable quirks of the 
unpredictable Japanese mind. No one could tell what 
they would do next. They might give you a cigarette 
one minute, and put a bayonet through you the next.L 

Charles Baum and the group of men who surrendered with 

him, can testify to the senseless behavior of the Japanese. 

When they appeared, the^ first Japanese tanks stopped beside 

some Filipinos ahead of the Americans. Without warning 

the tanks opened fire and massacred the mass of soldiers. 

As the enemy approached them, the American troops waited 

with held breaths to see if they would be the next to die. 

Fortunately, the Japanese sergeant heading these tanks 

motioned his men forward past the waiting prisoners.7 

Without rhyme or reason the adversary had dictated that 

one cluster of men should die while another was allowed to 

live. Besides being endangered by the unpredictability of 

the Japanese mind, the surrendering soldiers found them¬ 

selves threatened by reasoned acts of revenge. For exam¬ 

ple, the officers and noncommissioned officers, belonging 

to the 9ist Division of the Philippine Army, were slaugh¬ 

tered by the Japanese under the orders of a man believed 
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to be Lieutenant General Akira Nara, 65th Brigade 

Commander. The captives, numbering between 350 to 400 

men, were formed into three separate groups and their 

wrists tied behind them with telephone wire. Each group 

consisted of four columns of men, and the wrists of each 

man were linked to those of the man behind him. The Japa¬ 

nese officers started at one end of the group beheading 

the Filipinos with gleaming sabers while the Japanese 

enlisted men began bayoneting the prisoners in the back 

at the other end of the line. For over two hours the 

Japanese continued their grisly work amidst the agonized 

cries and groans of their victims. When they finished, 

there were only a few badly wounded captives who were still 

alive. These men lay buried beneath their slain comrades 

until dusk when they managed to slip away into the dark¬ 

ness. According to the Japanese interpreter, this had been 

done because so many of their troops had died fighting the 

91st Division.8 

In addition to calculated acts of revenge, the 

defenders of Bataan had to fear Japanese cunning. One 

group of prisoners taken near Cab-Cabin found themselves 

being used as a shield for the Japanese artillery set up 
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there to fire on Corregidor. In another case, the Japanese 

set up their artillery within the grounds of an American 

hospital. Eventually, the guns on Corregidor destroyed 

both formations of artillery. However, a number of Ameri¬ 

can lives were needlessly lost.9 The surrendering force 

on Bataan soon found that General King's surrender had not 

guaranteed the safety of his men. The lives of many men 

were lost due to the Japanese troops' irrationality, planned 

acts of revenge, :and running. 

Japanese infantry following the tanks into Bataan 

took charge of the captives. The Filipinos and the Ameri¬ 

cans who were tired, dirty, and half-starved, lined up in 

the road before their cocky captors. The prisoners' chief 

emotions were ones of fear and hatred for their enemy. 

Soon those feelings would be justified. In the beginning, 

the Japanese began an orderly.and methodical search of the 

captured men. Soon, however, restraint fled. Watches, 

rings, and other jewelry were hurriedly jerked off their 

owners. If rings would not come off swollen fingers, the 

Japanese would cut off the fingers. Fountain pens, bill¬ 

folds, family pictures, mess kits, money, and food were 

Just a few of the items the enemy took (see A-8). Almost 
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everything of value was stripped from the beaten men. 

Anyone who resisted or was too slow in handing over his 

possessions received forceful slaps and hard blows from 

his captors. Sometimes, the Japanese lost their tempers 

and began slugging and beating the captured men. When 

this happened, someone usually got killed: 

A boy who stood near me cried out with pain as one 
of the Jap guards smashed a fist into his face. The 
guard laughed, then raised the butt of his rifle, 
crashing it down over the boy's head. Groaning, the 
kid sagged to his knees. With all his strength the 
guard swung the butt again and the boy's head made 
a dull, splattering sound as it split open before 
our eyes. 

The body convulsed, shuddering, and the fingers 
grabbed the ground. Then it lay still. One of the 
Jap soldiers laughed and kicked the dead American 
with the toe of his shoe.10 

Watching the death of a comrade, the prisoners had to fight 

to control the feelings of hatred and anger they felt for 

the Japanese, if the captives were unsuccessful at hiding 

their emotions, the Japanese would also kill them. Men 

who had retained Japanese souvenirs received the worst 

treatment, as anyone caught with anything Japanese was 

beaten, taken away, and executed. It turned out these 

were the lucky ones. For the survivors, the troubles were 

just beginning. 
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Since the Japanese intended to launch an attack on 

Corregidor from Bataan, it was essential to evacuate the 

prisoners from the peninsula. Five men on General Homma's 

staff developed a plan for this evacuation. These men were 

Major General Yoshikata Kawane, the 14th Army Transporta¬ 

tion Officer, who was responsible for moving the men; 

Colonel Toshimitsu Takatsu, staff officer, who was in 

charge of administration and logistics; Major Moriya Wada, 

the Colonel's assistant; Major Hisashi Sekiquchi from the 

14th Army Medical Department and an unknown lieutenant. 

First, the plan divided into two phases, called for Colonel 

Takatsu to assemble the captives and to organize their 

movement to an internment camp in Central Luzon. Balanga 

was to be the main collecting point from which the pris¬ 

oners would be transferred to a POW camp. Captured men 

taken in western Bataan would travel north on the West 

Road to an assembly point at Bagac, then across the penin¬ 

sula to Pilar and then north about a mile to Balanga. 

Those on the east side would go north on the East Road. 

When the prisoners reached Balanga, Colonel Takatsu orga¬ 

nized them and then turned them over to General Kawana who 
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was in charge of the second phase which dealt with the 

actual journey of the captives to the internment camp. 

The first phase of the evacuation did not require 

any organized movement or line of march. As a result, the 

prisoners were allowed to travel at their own pace in 

groups of their own choosing. No provision for transpor¬ 

tation of the captives was made during this phase, since 

the longest distance anyone would have to walk was twenty- 

five miles. Also, there was no plan to feed the captured 

men before they reached the assembly point at Balanga, as 

it would have been extremely impractical to attempt to 

distribute food to the large, disorganized mass of men 

spread out over southern Bataan. Besides, it would take 

no longer than a day or two to reach Balanga, and the 

defeated soldiers would have enough of their own rations 

left to sustain them until they were given food. When 

they reached Balanga, the prisoners were formed into 

groups for their journey to the internment camp. Then 

they became the responsibility of General Kawane, who was 

to feed them, to take care of their sick and wounded, and 

to provide transportation if it was available. 
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To feed the captured men, General Kawane gathered 

provisions at four towns along the proposed route of the 

march, Balanga, where the men would begin their sixty-five 

mile trip, was the first feeding point. The next one was 

at Orani, about eight miles away at the base of the penin¬ 

sula. Leaving Bataan, the prisoners would push north on 

Route 7 to Lubao, located in central Luzon about fifteen 

miles from Orani. Here the captives would be fed again 

before they traveled on to San Fernando, situated eight 

miles further to the northeast. There the defeated sol¬ 

diers would eat a last meal before taking a short train 

ride north about twenty-five miles to Capas from which 

they would hike another nine miles to their destination, 

Camp O'Donnell.11 Supposedly, those who were marching to 

San Fernando would stop and spend the night where they 

halted for food. Anyone who was moved there by truck 

would not need to make any halts. Only two hundred men,12 

however, out of the thousands traveled to San Fernando on 

trucks, as the Japanese did not have a sufficient number of 

vehicles to move the great mass of captives. 

To care for the sick and wounded, General Kawane 

planned to establish two field hospitals, which could 
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accommodate from 500 to 1,000 patients. Located at 

Balanga and San Fernando, the hospitals combined with 

smaller medical units and aid stations, established along 

the route of march, should be able to provide sufficient 

care for the sick and injured prisoners. Also, rest areas 

with water and sanitary facilities were to be prepared 

every mile or so along the road.13 

Despite the Japanese planning, the evacuation of 

the defeated Luzon Force from Bataan did not go well. In 

fact, it earned the dubious name.of the "Bataan Death 

March," because so many men died. The Japanese plan was 

all right if one were dealing with well-fed and healthy 

troops. Uhfortunately, the Americans and Filipinos who 

had just surrendered, were not in good condition: 

Our men . . . were down to about a third of their 
normal weight at the surrender of Bataan. Practi¬ 
cally all of them had malaria, beriberi, malnutrition 
(many of them had gone without food for three or four 
days), and dysentery. Some of them had wet beriberi 
with legs so large that they resembled cases of ele- 
phantiosis. Many of these edematous sores were cov¬ 
ered with pus—and in some that were bandaged, maggots 
had worked their way to the surface of the dirty 
dressing. Such was the condition of our men at the 
surrender of Bataan and the beginning of the Death 
March.14 
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Besides being ill, a third of them were wounded, and half 

of those injured had been hurt in the leg.15 If the Jap¬ 

anese had followed their plan, the march would still have 

been hard on the malnourished, ill, and tired men who had 

defended Bataan. The Japanese, however, followed the 

route of their plan and almost nothing else. The hos¬ 

pitals, if they existed, never cared for any sick or 

wounded prisoners. In fact, an Army order came out of 

Manila stating: 

Every troop which fought aginst our Army on the 
Bataan should be wiped out thoroughly, whether he sur¬ 
rendered or not, and any American captive who is 
unable to continue marching all the way to the concen¬ 
tration camp should be put to death in an area 200 
meters off the highway.16 

Japanese soldiers guarding the prisoners carried out this 

order. Small groups of the enemy killed the stragglers 

and other captives who had fallen beside the road. As a 

result, there were no aid stations established along the 

route, and certainly no rest areas with water and sanitary 

facilities. Most of the time the captured men were not 

even allowed to stop and go to the bathroom. As for the 

food the Japanese supplied, about 46 percent of the cap¬ 

tives never saw any of it. And of those that received 
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food, 52.2 percent were given provisions only once or 

twice for the whole journey which lasted an average of 

5*64 days.17 Thus the evacuation of the Luzon Force from 

the peninsula turned into a bloody horror trek for the 

76,000 Americans and Filipinos.18 

Though they survived the same horrors, the men, 

who made the march experienced different situations. Some 

began the journey to Balanga from the point where they sur¬ 

rendered, Others were forced to go to Marivales to be 

assembled into groups. Then the distance they traveled 

varied. It was 120 miles from Bagac to Camp O'Donnell by 

way of Mariveles, and 90 miles from Bagac to the train at 

San Fernando. From Marivales to San Fernando, it was 56 

miles.19 A number of the prisoners stayed at the rest 

stops—Balanga, Oriani, Lubao, and San Fernando—more than 

one day, so the length of the trek varied from several days 

to eighteen in one case.20 In addition, quite a few 

received no food or water during the trip, while others 

were given a little. The Death March then was unique for 

each group. A general picture of it, however, can be drawn. 

At Marivales thousands of the defeated men milled 

dazedly waiting to be told what to do. Behind them the 
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city was lighted up by the blazing flames from the burning 

native grass huts. Then Japanese soldiers arrived and 

strutted amohg the prisoners ordering them to line up. 

Next came the perennial shakedown of the captives for 

valuables and contraband. Those who had failed to rid 

themselves of souvenirs such as Japanese paper money or 

mess kits, were roughly pulled out of the line, taken to 

the side, and executed. Finished with their search, the 

Japanese guards ordered the Americans to remain standing. 

For hours the tired men stayed on their feet. The few 

who gave in to their weariness and flopped to the ground 

were summarily beaten and then forced to get up again. 

Finally the orders came to sit, which the fatigued men 

gladly did. Off and on through the night and the rest of 

the time spent at Marivales the captives were commanded 

to sit or stand for hours. The worst time was the day¬ 

light hours when the hot sun beat down on the captured 

men. Frequently the prisoners were searched, so they soon 

had few possessions left. Usually they were allowed to 

keep their mess kits, canteens, and the clothes they wore. 

Also, men were pulled out of the line, beaten, and 

returned to it repeatedly. No one knew what the reasons 
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for the blows were. Food was denied to the prisoners who 

had not eaten for several days. According to the guards, 

it would be provided at Balanga and not sooner. Occa¬ 

sionally, the parched men were permitted water but never 

in quantities sufficient to satisfy their thirst. The only 

way to get out of this hell was to be lucky enough to join 

one of .the columns the Japanese formed each day and 

started on the march to Balanga. 

On the way to Balanga, the prisoners found their 

situation deteriorated rapidly. 

Before we had gone two miles our shirts were 
stripped from our bodies. The sun reached straight 
above us, beating down on our bare heads. My head 
began to ache in the blistering heat. My eyes 
seemed to bulge from my head. I wanted water more 
than anything. We kept walking and the heat seemed 
to search out all the strength in me.21 

Soon the hot sun had burned and irritated the captives' 

skin, and dehydrated them: "The skin on our noses was 

peeling, our mouths became raw and sore, the skin began 

to crack and I was unable to spit as there just was no 

saliva there."22 The craving for water became almost 

intolerable. Yet, if anyone attempted to satisfy his 

desire, he risked his life. The Japanese shot or bayo¬ 

neted anybody who tried to fill his canteen with water or 
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attempted to steal a drink from muddy carabao holes. Still 

some men tried it, willing to pay the price as long as 

they could taste the coolness of water again. Besides the 

Japanese were poor shots, so there was a chance one could 

get away with it. Staying on the inside ranks of the col¬ 

umn, the thirsty men found they had a better chance of 

succeeding in obtaining drinks of water. For the most 

part, they would drink from muddy contaminated carabao 

wallows that sometimes had dead swollen bodies in them: 

Whenever we would come upon a pool of water, I'd 
fall down face first into it. Then I'd drink as 
much as I could as fast as I could before getting up 
again. One day, however, I got a nice big surprise. 
About four feet away from me was a big body all 
puffed up and bloated. At first I hadn't seen it, 
so I already had consumed some water. It was really 
good water.23 

Occasionally, a Japanese guard would give the prisoners 

permission to drink from these holes. At times the cocky 

captors would use the defeated men's thirst to torture 

them. One group came to a cool mountain stream in the hot 

afternoon sun. Waiting for authorization to drink, the 

parched men licked their dry, cracked lips. Suddenly one 

of them could stand it no more, so he rushed to the water 

and put his face into it. A guard went over to the 
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kneeling man, raised his sword high, and then brought it 

down on the bent neck. The head rolled away staining the 

water a violent red. The body, stationary for a moment, 

suddenly gushed blood and fell into the stream. Yelling, 

the guards ordered the men back onto the road. They 

never tasted the cool, delicious water of the stream that 

had cost a man his life.24 

Besides the harshness of the sun and the tormenting 

thirst it Caused, the constant presence of death made the 

march an ordeal. Within a few hours of starting the trek 

the captured men began to pass the dead and the dying; 

soon they grew used to it: 

I passed a man lying in the road with his head 
smashed in, and then another, writhing in misery, 
clutching his belly in bloody hands. A bayonet had 
been driven through his intestines. Soon it became 
commonplace and I saw scores and finally hundreds 
like them. I began to think only of lifting my feet 
one at a time and putting them down.25 

The Japanese were following the order from Manila which 

called for those who failed to keep up, to be put to death. 

Reaching the end of their endurance prisoners dropped out 

of the columns to meet their death. In the beginning, it 

was just a few, but the number soon mounted as the hungry, 
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disease-ridden men found the last of their strength gone. 

Those suffering from malaria were especially affected by 

the march since the hot sun was hard on their fever-and- 

chill-racked bodies. At first the defeated men did not 

realize what was happening to the sick and exhausted men 

that fell beside the road. They believed the rumors that 

the injured and the sick were being picked up by trucks 

which would carry them to where they could get medical aid. 

Joseph D. Lajzer tells of how he learned the truths 

So I as a twenty year kid I said to myself why should 
I walk and walk and walk. When I can get a ride on 
a truck. So I slack back until I was about 30-40 
yards from the end of my company. And I acted like 
I was crippled using a sugar cane for a walking cane. 
When I came to this wooded bridge—alone my company 
in front of me. And a Jap guard on the other side I 
say on my left side and about 15 yards away from me. 
When he bent down like a football player his gun and 
bayonet looking at me and he started to run at me his 
bayonet looking right at me when I made my move. I 
move so fast that I was in front of my company in 
two shakes. Tell all the G.I.s on the march that the 
Japs were picking up the crippled and sick on a 
bayonet instead of a truck.26 

Once the prisoners realized what was happening to their 

comrades they left behind they tried to help the injured 

and ill men stay up with the group. According to Louis 

B. Read, "If a guy was stumbling and acting like he was 
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was going to fall, you would grab him on either side and 

try to hold him up and march him till the column stopped."27 

Unfortunately, it was not always possible to do this, since 

those who helped were not in much better shape than the 

ones who had reached the end of their endurance. What 

happened then was that the weakened men were passed back in 

the ranks until no one could hold them any longer, and they 

fell out. In the beginning the guards watching the last 

group of the marching columns had finished the stragglers 

off. Eventually, they ignored those who fell. The cap¬ 

tured men at the back of the column were wondering why 

the Japanese had changed policies when they heard shots 

behind them. Then they knew a clean-up squad of Japanese 

was following them. And the pistol cracks acted as a goad, 

to the weary men: "Oh, God, I've got to keep going. I 

can't stop. I can't die like that."20 Surrounded by 

death, the marching men lived with the expectation they 

could be the next to die. 

For some, the march became utter misery because 

they walked from Marivales to Balanga without stopping. 

Riddled with disease, hungry, and exhausted the prisoners 

craved rest from the ceaseless tumbling. Others found 
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their suffering increase by frequent rest stops where they 

would sit in open fields or rice paddies for many hours. 

These pauses lengthened the journey to Balanga and even¬ 

tually to the other three towns on the trek. This meant 

the already starving men had to go longer without food. 

Also, the "sun treatment" as the captives called it was 

hard on the men: 

The really tough part about it, aside from having 
nothing to eat was having to sit in ranks,all through 
the heat of the day out in an open field, right in 
the sun. That was what got to us.29 

The harsh rays of the sun coming down on the unprotected 

heads made a number of the men delirious. Eventually they 

passed out and became oblivious to their torment. If they 

did not regain consciousness by the time the group moved 

out, the Japanese death squads would have some new victims. 

Finally, the defeated men struggled into Balanga 

where they were to be fed. With the town in shambles, the 

Japanese had trouble deciding where to put their prisoners. 

In the end, the captives were placed in a barbed wire 

enclosure containing two artesian well spigots. It was 

easy to see the spot had been used before: 
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Human waste fouled the area no matter where you chose 
to sit or stand. There were several slit trenches 
in the center of the field which were overflowing 
with waste and maggots. Also lying close to the slit 
trench were several dead Filipinos and Americans. 
The bodies were covered with flies and round worms 
and maggots were crawling out of their mouths.30 

The food which had been promised materialized or not 

depending on the whim of the individual guards. One group 

of prisoners;.was.-.taken-to some huge caldrons .holding rice, 

soy sauce, and Vienna sausages. While they stood waiting, 

the delicious smell almost drove the starving men crazy. 

As it was ready, the captured men were ordered into line 

for what they thought was one more search. When they fin¬ 

ished, the Japanese commanded the disappointed men to . 

leave without eating.31 Another group fared better, as 

it was given half a pint of cooked rice per man.32 Still 

it was not enough food for men who had not eaten for days. 

Once the rainy season began, the compound at Balanga 

turned into a quagmire of filth and mud. Whenever a col¬ 

umn left Balanga, a number of the captives remained behind 

dead. 

Generally the groups changed at the four rest 

stops—Balanga, Oriani, Lubao, and San Fernando. A per¬ 

son could stay in the barbed wire enclosures at these 
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places, as long as he wanted: ". . . you could have stayed 

in there, kind of hid out in there for a few days if you 

wanted to, or you could leave out with a group."33 For 

the sick it was a break since they could get needed rest. 

For the rest, the filth, the lack of food, and the heat 

made these stops abominable. Added to this, the Japanese 

would come into the enclosures, pick people at random, and 

then bayonet or shoot them. It was safer to stay on the 

march if one could walk. 

Leaving Balanga, the prisoners found the next 

stage of the trek to Orianilike the previous one. Heat, 

thirst, hunger and the presence of death continued to 

plague them. By now, most of the men had painful 

blisters that made walking difficult: 

At one of our infrequent halts, I saw one man 
with his shoe off. His face expressed utter misery. 
From the heel to the ball of the foot, the whole 
under-skin was hanging loose. It appeared to be 
like the worn sole of a shoe—hanging limp, and 
flapping.34 

Whenever the captives stopped briefly their leg muscles 

would stiffen, so that when they resumed the trek it was 

sheer torture to move their legs. Somehow the beaten men 

managed to keep going. There were always the dying cries 
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belonging to those who dropped out to encourage them into 

covering a little more ground. Occasionally Filipino 

civilians lining the route would attempt to give or to 

sell food to the marching men. Rarely did the Japanese 

guards permit this to happen. Both the Filipinos arid the 

prisoner who received the food were punished. Usually 

the Filipinos were beheaded: 

Another guard, probably a sergeant, drew a sword and 
proceeded to cut off the Filipino heads. The 
bodies jumped around like chickens with their heads 
cut off. Blood squirted from the necks all over me 
and the guards. The hands, arms, legs twitched and 
contracted until finally, only a feeble jerk 
remained.35 

If they were lucky the defeated soldiers were beaten 

severely. Otherwise they were shot or bayoneted (.see 

Table A'H') t .jtThirst :vas driving many .men crazy so they 

would driftk, from jany polluted hole or risk certain death 

i 

to drink at: springs or streams they saw,: Eventually-the 

exhausted men near the end of their endurance reached 

Oriani. 

Considering our condition [one recalled], I often 
wonder how we made it. We had had no food in days. 
Chronic exhaustion seemed to have possessed us. 
Many were sick. I know men who never could remem¬ 
ber arriving at Oriani. They were like Zombies—the 
walking dead of the Caribbean.36 
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At Oriani the prisoners were ordered into the usual 

barbed-wire enclosure. The place was packed so tightly 

with human bodies it was almost impossible to move. One 

marcher described this new camps 

We were headed into a field that was filled with fecal 
material, urine and some decomposing bodies. There 
was no room to sit down even if you wanted to. There 
were two straddle trenches over-flowing with fecal 
material and maggots. At one end there was a dead 
roan who had fallen in up to his waist. Another 
American managed to pull him out by his feet.37 

The reason for the overcrowding was that the Japanese man¬ 

aged to put over 2,000 captives in a space built for 500.38 

It was no wonder "the enclosure was crowded to the point 

of not being able to move without rubbing against some¬ 

one. 1,39 As for the slit trenches, they were so thronged 

with maggots that they seemed to be covered with a moving 

sea of the insects. When the sun came up Oriani "... was 

like sitting in the center of a hothouse with no air or 

water. 1,40 The sickening smell intensified and the filth 

dried on the prisoners' skin. During the day, the Japanese 

let the suffering men have only enough water to cool the 

tongue and bring on a real thirst. Soon the Americans and 

the Filipinos began to grow delirious. In the beginning 
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they would shout and spasmodically thrash around. Then 

they would drift into a coma. Death would follow sooner 

or later, so "Whenever someone started to babble, you knew 

another life was on its way out."41 Sometimes the Japa¬ 

nese dished out rice to the starving men, but it was in 

small amounts such as three tablespoons per man. Many 

found they could not eat it. Dead men lay everywhere, as 

the sun finished off the men already weakened by hunger, 

disease, and the strenuous march. Sometimes the Japanese 

would permit the captured men to bury the decomposing 

bodies. Those buried were not always dead. For example, 

two Filipinos and an American, who were in comas, were 

dumped into the shallow trenches which served the cap¬ 

tives as graves. As the earth fell on him, the American 

revived and tried to climb out. The guards commanded a 

Filipino on the burial detail to knock the American on the 

head with his shovel. Finally the stricken nan whom they 

had stuck with their bayonets did as they asked. Then 

the burial detail finished filling up the grave.42 To 

survive, the captured soldiers tried to. leave Oriani as 

soon as possible 
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From Oriani to Lubao, the prisoners found their 

march to be like the previous ones. Only now more men 

were dropping out of the march. They had become accus¬ 

tomed to living with their exhaustion, hunger, and torment 

and to seeing horrifying sights: "You got used to it. 

After awhile you just get used to it. You don't have pain 

or hunger or anything.1,43 Yet the apparition that met 

their eyes on the outskirts of Lubao shocked most of them 

out of their listlessness: 

I saw that all eyes were directed toward an 
object hanging on a barbed wire fence that paral¬ 
leled the road. It had been a Filipino soldier. 
The victim had been bayoneted. His abdomen was 
open. The bowels had been wrenched loose and were 
hanging like great grayish purple ropes along the 
strands of wire that supported the mutilated body.44 

Arriving in Lubao, the prisoners were showered 

with food by the sympathetic Filipinos. The Japanese 

guards went into a frenzy. Slugging, beating, and bayo¬ 

neting, they attacked the kind-hearted civilians and the 

hungry men who received the food. Anything the captured 

men had not picked up was crushed beneath the guards' 

boots. One man offered to open his store to the Ameri¬ 

cans, who could have anything they wanted free. A Japanese 
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officer denounced the man and warned him away.45 Having 

restored order, the Japanese soldiers led their ragged, 

unkempt captives to another fenced enclosure resembling a 

huge latrine. Here they were given some rice, but many 

men were too tired or too sick to stand in line for it. 

When it moved out the next day, the group left behind a 

number of dead. "Many of these men had round worms which 

crawled out of the various orifices after death. Death 
r 

was from physical exhaustion, malaria, and dysentery and 

possibly beriberi hearts."46 Another column of men was 

not so lucky. Having been denied the food thrown by the 

Filipinos, the prisoners were taken to an open field out¬ 

side the city where they were ordered to remain standing. 

Nerves jerking in their legs made the captured soldiers 

wobble, as they waited for permission to sit. Then their 

dulled senses were shocked into life again: 

A guard walked by with an American head stuck on 
the end of his bayonet. My stomach turned over at 
the sight. Blood was running from the neck and from 
the open lips. The teeth were clenched in a ghastly 
smile and the eyes protruded. I turned my eyes away, 
but I saw three other Japs, each of them with an 
American head on a bayonet. They walked in among us 
and we fell silent, watching them with black, deadly 
hatred.47 
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Still they stood there as day turned into night. Whenever 

anyone slumped down on his knees, the guards would rush in 

to jab him with their bayonets or to kick him until he 

rose again or fell to the ground. Morning came and the 

column moved out on shaky legs. 

By the time they traveled from Lubao to San Fer¬ 

nando, the defeated soldiers had seen so many horrible 

scenes and had suffered so greatly that they had become 

insensible to their surroundings. The only thing of which 

they were conscious was the need to keep moving: "I had 

to keep going. Walking, Walking. I no longer noticed 

when the men in my company fell out. No longer counted 

the bodies in the road,"48 Finally they reached San Fer- 
n* 

nando where they were put into a barbed wire compound like 

the others or they were taken directly to the train sta¬ 

tion. If they were in the enclosure the captives exper¬ 

ienced the same filth, stench, heat, hunger, and death 

they had found in the other rest stops. Then the next 

phase of the journey—the train ride to Capas—would begin. 

Those who hoped the next phase would be better, 

were doomed to disappointment. It was worse than any¬ 

thing they had already experienced. Led out of the barbed 
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wire enclosure and formed into several columns of 115 men 

each, the prisoners marched to the train station. The 

captives were loaded into ancient, ramshackle boxcars 

which could hold fifty men comfortably. Unfortunately, 

the Japanese were not worried about their enemy's comfort, 

so they stuffed over a hundred men in each car and then 

pulled the doors closed and locked them from the outside. 

Jammed into the boxcars, the captured men were so crowded 

that even with everyone standing it was impossible to 

move. The overpowering heat of the tropical sun beating 

down on the enclosed men was suffocating! "It was so hot 

that the air we breathed seemed to scorch our throats."4S 

Ventilation was almost non-existent. With a large por¬ 

tion of the exhausted soldiers suffering from dysentery, 

the atmosphere became unbearably foul. Men fainted to 

fall in the filth that covered the floorboards. The 

jolting, rocking of the train as it moved added to the 

discomfort. Overcome by nausea, a number of men vomited, 

making the horrible situation worse. Finally, after a 

three-hour trip, the train pulled into Capas. When the 

doors opened, the captives stumbled, out of the cars barely 

conscious. Behind them, they left quite a few dead bodies. 
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The train trip had been worse than the horrors of the 

Death March. Next there was the trek to O'Donnell which 

would be their new home. It went as the march before it. 

When O'Donnell was reached, between 7*000-10,000 

defenders of Bataan were dead. Of this number, an esti¬ 

mated 2,300 were Americans.50 "The living also were 

dying men at the end, haunted by fear, eaten by pain and 

fever. 1,51 If they were to continue living, the sick, 

exhausted men needed to receive medical care, adequate 

food, and humane treatment. Unfortunately, the Japanese 

did not provide any of these. As a result, Camp O'Donnell 

became the burial grounds for 2,000 Americans and 35*000 

Filipinos.*" 

When they surrendered May 6, 1942, the Americans 

on Corregidor were taken to Cabanatuan POW Camp where 

they were joined by the men who fought on Bataan. Here 

another 2,000 Americans died most of them men weakened 

by the trials of the trek to O'Donnell. 

*The Filipinos died so rapidly at.O'Donnell that the 
Japanese finally rèleased the rest who had defended 
Bataan. . - , 
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Scattered by the Japanese, the American captives 

ended up in POW camps throughout the Philippines, Formosa, 

and Japan (see Appendix D). More died in these camps from 

starvation, disease, and Japanese clubs or bayonets. How¬ 

ever, the largest number died when the Japanese tried to 

remove the Americans from the Philippines, as the United 

States troops began to retake the area. An estimated 5>000" 

6,000 men died on Japanese ships sunk by American planes 

or submarines.52 Thus the sick, weary men who survived the 

..Death March found themselves faced with new nightmares. 

The horrors of the Death March were the result of 

several factors. First, it was caused by the indredibly 

poor condition of the troops who made it. Men weakened by 

months of cut rations and plagued by disease were not fit 

enough to walk the distance required. Next, the Japanese 

assumed the surrendering men had enough rations to last them 

until they reached Balanga. Unfortunately most of the 

prisoners had been without provisions for several days. 

Then the disorganized, incompetent, and irresponsible pro¬ 

cedures the Japanese used to care for their captives were 

to blame for the situation. If food and water in sufficient 

quantities had been available to the marching men, the 
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number of those who died would have been less. Also the 

existence of defined rest stops, as had originally been 

planned, and adequate medical treatment for the defeated 

men would have ameliorated the situation enormously. 

Finally, the brutality and the callousness of the Japanese 

guards turned the trek into a living hell. 
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APPENDIX A 

RESULTS FROM QUESTIONNAIRE 

ON JAPANESE-HELD POWs 

Tb obtain material for this thesis, I sent out a 

number of questionnaires to ex-rPOWs who .had been in the 
'. . „ w . v. 

Japanese camps. The questionnaire, consisting of 110 

questions, coveted the men's experiences from news of 

Pearl Harbor to their health today. I received an over¬ 

whelming response—48.4 percent. This information is 

included in the following tables. It has been used to 

make general statesments throughout my thesis. 
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TABLE A-2 

THE JAPANESE ATTACK 

Question Number Percent 

Did the Japanese attack occur after 
you heard of Peal Harbor? 99 100.0$ 

Yes 91 92 
No 8 8 

Feelings at news of Pearl Harbor 
and Japanese attack. 97 

Disbelief 35 36.1 
Anger 21 21.7 
Surprise 45 46.4 
Shock 27 27.8 
Expected it 13 13.4 

Did you think the Japanese would succeed? 96 100.0 
Yes 23 24 
No 73 76 

ME 

TABLE A-3 

TYPES OF WEAPONS 

Number Percent 

- 100 i 
Earlier 15 15 
WWI 64 64 
Modern 31 31 
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TABLE A-5 

THE SURRENDER 

Number Percent 

Feelings at surrender? 97 

Bitter 28 28.9# 
Resigned 34 35.1 
Disbelief 19 19.6 
Fearful 45 46.4 
Miscellaneous 13 13.4 

Were orders given to surrender? 98 100.0 

Yes 83 84.7 
No 15 15.3 

Did you surrender with a group? 99 100.0 

Yes 87 87.9 
No 12 12.1 

Was the surrender organized? 94 100.0 

Yes 61 64.9 
No 33 35.1 

Were you given orders to burn official 
papers and any flags? 97 100.0 

Yes 62 63.9 
No 35 36.1 

Were you told to sabotage your weapons? 96 100.0 

Yes 70 72.9 
No 26 27.1 



TABLE A-6 

ESCAPE 

Number Percent 

Did you think of trying to escape? 101 100.0# 
Yes 72 71.3 
No 29 28.7 

Did you try it? 85 100.0 
Yes 21 24.7 
No 64 75-3 

If not, why? 64 109.4 
Did not have a chance 33 51.6 
Thought better of it 23 35*9 
No place to go 5 7.0 
Too weak 4 6.3 
Miscellaneous 5 7.8 

TABLE A-7 

LENGTH CAPTIVITY 

Number Percent 

How long did you think you would be a 
prisoner? 91 100.1# 

A few days 1 1.1 
A few weeks 9 9.9 
A few months 44 48.4 
A year 7 ■7-7 
Longer than a Year 30 33. 

How long were you a prisoner? 76 100.0 
Less than 30 months 2 2.6 
30-34 months 4 5.3 
35-39 months 7 9.2 
40-45 months 63 82.9 

Average length of time in captivity 40.59 months 



TABLE A-8 

JAPANESE SEARCHES 

Number Percent 

Were your possessions stolen? 98 100.0# 

Yes 77 78.6 
No 21 21.4 

If Yes, What? 77 

Mess Kit 21 27.3 
Extra Clothes 36 46.8 
Canteen 22 28.6 
Money 60 77.9 
Family Pictures 38 49.4 
Food 33 42.9 
Watch 28 36.4 
Pen 4 . 5.2 
Rings 21 27.3 
Assorted Jewelry 11 14.3 
Everything 12 15.6 
Miscellaneous 19 24.7 
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TABLE A-11 

THE GUARDS 

Number Percent 

How did they treat' the prisoners on 
the whole? 96 100.0# 

Good 1 •1. 
Fair 20 20.8 
Bad 71 74 
Varied 4 4.2 

Did they commonly kill and torture 
prisoners? 84 100.0 

Yes 62 73.8 
No 22 26.2 

Were any of them kind? 98 100.0 
Yes 67 68.4 
No 31 31.6 

Were there any Christian guards? 97 100.0 
Yes 46 47.4 
No 51 52.6 

If yes, how did they treat you? 43 100.0 
Better 27 62.8 
Same 15 34.9 
Worse 1 2.3 

Were you tortured? 95 100.0 
Yes 62 65.3 
No 33 34.7 

Did permanent damage result? 55 100.0 
Yes 40 72.7 
No 15 27.3 
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TABLE A-13 

EMOTIONAL ATTITUDES 

Number Percent 

Did you ever give up hope of being 
rescued some day? 98 100.0# 

Yes 8 8.2 
No 90 91.8 

Did you ever think the Americans would 
lose the war? 98 100.0 

Yes 4 4.1 
No 94 95.9 

Was religion a factor in your survival? 95 100.0 

Yes 71 74.7 
No 24 25.3 



TABLE A-14 
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LIBERATION 

Number Percent 

What were your feelings toward your Guards? 96 
38.5# Bitter 37 

Hatred 30 31.3 
Apathetic 33 34.4 
Friendly 13 13.5 
Revengeful 21 21.9 

Did anyone revenge themselves on their 
guards? 86 100.0 

Yes 47 54.7 
No 39 45.3 

Describe your health at liberation? 87 100.0 
Good 0 0 
Fair 29 33.3 
Bad 58 66.7 

Illnesses at liberation? 100 
Malaria 70 70 
Malnutrition 94 94 
Dysentery 
Wounds or Injuries Received while a 

61 61 

POW 41 41 
Respiratory Diseases 25 25 
Intestional Disorder 63 63 
Parasitic Diseases 55 55 
Bone Disease 13 13 
Beriberi 88 88 
Rotten or Damaged Teeth 50 50 
Blindness 4 4 
Miscellaneous 8 8 

Average number of diseases per man 5.72 
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TABLE A-15 

TODAY 

Number Percent 

Health today? 99 100.0# 

Good 19 19.2 
Fair 57 57.6 
Bad 23 23.2 

If health is bad, did it result from 
your imprisonment? 72 100.0 

Yes 69 95.8 
No 3 4.2 

Attitudes toward Japanese today? 91 100.1 

Hatred 11 18.7 
Apathy 29 31.9 
Friendly 45 59.5 

Do you still blame the Japanese today? 85 100.0 

Yes 42 49.4 
No 43 50.6 
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TABLE A-l6 

QUESTIONNAIRE STATISTICS 

Number Percent 

Number Sent 211 — 

Replies Received 125 62.2# 

Dead 1 ' 6 2.8 

Not Filled Out 8.1 

Completed Questionnaires 102 48.4 

Returned—Unknown Address 5 2.4 



APPENDIX B 

PHILIPPINE ARMY MILITARY DISTRICTS, 

THEIR HEADQUARTERS, AND DIVISIONS 

1st 

2nd 
3rd 

4 th 
5 th 
6th 
7 th 
8 th 
9th 
10th 

Military 
Division. 
Military 
Military 
Division. 
Military 
Military 
Military 
Military 
Military 
Military 
Military 

District—*Baquio, Mountain Province, 11th 
> ■ • . • - * * 

District—Tarlac, Tarlac, 21st Division. 
District—San Fernando, Pampanga, 31st 

► 

District—Manila, 41st Division. 
District—Legaspi, Alby, 51st Division. 
District—Iloila, Panay, 6lst Division. 
District—Binalbagan, Negros, 71st Division. 
District—Cebu, Cebu, 8lst Division. 
District—Tacloban, Leyte, 91st Division. 
District—Parang, Mindano, 101st Division.1 

xMaj. Matt P. Dobrinic, "The Struggle for the Phil 
ippines 7 December 1941-10 May 1948," The Infantry School 
General Section Military History Committee, Advanced 
Officers Course 1946-1947» Fort Benning, Georgia. 
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APPENDIX C 

JAPANESE POW CAMPS 

Americans who surrendered on Bataan and Corregidor 

were scattered in POW camps throughout the Philappines. 

The camps were as follows: 

POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 
POW 

Camp No. 1, Cabanatuan, Philippines. 
Camp No. 2, Dauao, Philippines. 
Camp No. 3» Bilibid Military Prison, Philippines. 
Camp No. 4, Tarlac (O'Donnell), Philippines. 
Camp No. 5» Baybombong, Philippines. 
Camp No. 6, Santo Thomas, Philippines. 
Camp No. 7» Corregidor, Philippines. 
Camp No. 8, Bachrach Garage—Manila, Philippines. 
Camp No. 9» Philippines. 
Camp No. 10, Batangas and Lipa. 
Camp No. 11, Philippines. 
Camp No. 12, Philippines. 
Camp No. 13, Philippines. 
Camp No. 14, Philippines. 
Camp No. 15, Philippines. 
Camp No. 16, Philippines. 
Camp No. 17, North Central Luzon, Philippines, 
Puerto Princesa, Palowan, P.I. 

Most of the captives were eventually transferred 

to Japan proper, Manchuria, Formosa, or Korea. The main 

camps were: 

Hakodate, Japan. 
Tokyo, Japan. 
Osaka, Japan. 
Kobe, Japan. 
Zentsuji, Japan. 
Boten CMukden), Manchuria. 

Taihoku (1,5,6), Formosa. 
Taichu (2) , Formosa. 
Kagi (4) , Formosa. 
Heito (3), Formosa.1 

1"39 Months in Jap Prison Camps," Ex-POW Bulletin 
(September 1976), vol. 33, no. 11, 7» 
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Other camps were where small labor details were 

sent to do temporary work. Since they"were not permanent 

and closed as soon as the work was completed, they will 

not be listed 



APPENDIX D 

PRISON POETRY 

Like all prisoners through the years, 
in Japanese POW camps during World War II 
of time writing poetry to pass the time, 
part, they wrote about their experiences, 
poems follow: 

the Americans 
spent a lot 
For the most 
Some of their 



Stranded on Bataan
1 

They sent us to the Philippines 
We thought it a vacation 
This visit to the land of dreams 
Proved our complete ruination 

Soon after we had landed here 
The Japs came down to meet us 
With planes and bombs and tanks and guns 
They all came down to greet us 

Our tanks were rolled from Stotsenburg 
Down to Batangas Bay 
From there we hit Lingayen Gulf 
Often to Bataan to stay 

We covered all withdrawals too 
In the darkness of the night 
No infantry for close support 
Tftough we howled with all our might 

Ofte A g no River line was held 
With thirty M-3 tanks 
Five and twenty good, long miles 
Along the river's bank 

No other troops available ^ 
Ob help us through the night 
Our weapons mightly useless 
Not even could we sight 

Ofte tanks were always last to leave 
Ofte active scene of strife 
Our orders late or none at all 
This was our daily life 

So here we sit, in old Bataan 
Just waiting for our aid 
We listen to the ratio—tell 
How much U.S. has made! 

Beads
8 

I saw them there together 

In a foxhole in Bataan; 
A rosary and a rifle, 
And a bewildered little man. 

The beads there on his rosary, 
He counted them in prayer» 
Often took beads on his rifle, 
And killed his brothers there. 

They'll forever be together 
In some far embattled holes 
The rosary and the jrifle, 
And this bewildered little soul. 

My Sweetheart3 

My sweetheart is Malaria, 
And I met her in Bataan» 
I'm just one of her many loves, 
But still her favorite man. 

Our love began with a tropic moon, 
Where the river meets the sea» 
And she spends her charms in other arms, 
But always returns to me. 

Our love is like all other loves, 
She leaves me now and then; 
But my fever burns and my love returns. 
To embrace me once again. 

In my lover's arms 1 tremble. 
With hot and fevered brow; 
But she holds roe less in each fond caress, 
So Bhe'll be leaving now. 

My sweetheart is Malaria, 
And I met her in Bataan; 
I'm just one love of her many loves, 
But still her favorite man. 

Medals4 

When they git to talking medals, 
And the battle souvenir, 
Like the Silver Star and Purple Heart, 
And this here "Croy de Gear- 

I ain't got no fancy ribbons, 
So X feel a little queer; 
But they sure ought to be a medal 
For guys with diarrhear. 

My guts is shot all full o' holes, 
Like a bullet-drilled me clear; 
And bloodI I've lost a bucketfull 
From this here diarrhear. 

But after you lose your innards, 
They ain't nothing else to fear; 
And I bet God has got a medal, 
For guys with diarrhear. 

Bataan Caravan
9 

Out of Bataan and the jungle Hell, 
Through crimson fields where comrades fell 
Along the dark road, stained with red 
Life's blood from our scattered dead, 
Who fought and starved to hold Bataan, 
Moved captives now in caravan. 

A caravan by Fate prepared, 
On journey dark by friends declared 
For captured men whom Death had spared, 
To feel the knuckles of her bony hand, 
When yellow typhoons racked Bataan, 
And captives now in caravan. 

Oftrough windblown mountain's deep ravine, 
Where lay the slain, not yet serene, 
That bayonet did in hate impale 
Along some disputed winding trail, 
That now endless seemed in burning sand, 
To captives here in caravan. 

aE. B. Miller, Bataan Uncensored (Long Prairie, Minnesota; The Hart Publications, Inc., 1949), p. 189.. 

aCharles Brown, Bars From Bllibad Prison (San Antonio, Texas; Naylor Co., 1947), P- 67. 

3
Ibid.. 51. 4

Ibid.. 106. 
9
Ibid.. 39-40. 
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At Mariveles, where the river ran» 
There Joined that forlorn, tattered band 
A bearded etranger» hie eyes despair» 
Whom I had eeen» but God knows where, 
111 and starving this wretched man, 
To join captives here in caravan. 

A bridge was crossed in that torrid Hell, 
And they struck him there, but as he fell 
His arms outstretched, and he clutched the rail; 
Oh, God, his eyes, and so deathly pale, 
As bleeding there, he tried to stand, 
lhis captive fell from caravan. 

This bearded wretch then for water cried, 
A glistening bayonet pierced his Bidet 
I turned my head from the bloody scene, 
But looked back once more on his face serene, 
Where dead he lay in the scorching sand, 
This captive slain in caravan. 

Out of the night with haunting wail, 
Her song in grief, some nightingale 
Sang in Balanga, battered town, 
Now silent, but for this eerie sound; 
Where blackened ruins held empty hand, 
For captives starved in caravan. 

Some shell torn church in shadowed night, 
Beside whose walls to await the light 
Of the tropic dawn of another day, 
Men laid down their packs, to sleep or pray; 
Now starved and thirsting, weary band, 
These captives here in caravan. 

In the moonlight on that haunted scene, 
I wept for the stranger, gaunt and lean, 
And within the church to mourn our loss, 
I beheld the stranger on the Cross! 
There, my bearded stranger of Bataan, 

The captive slain in caravan. 

Sing once more the nightingales, 
Their songs now lovely on moonlit trails; 
And years pass on, but each night it seems 
I return to Bataan in torturing dreams, 
Where this Stranger smiles and takes my hand, 
As I march captive there in caravan. 

Water6 

Now I've seen a heap of water 
In some places that I've been; 
In lots of lakes and oceans 
That I've done some fishing in; 
And I've eeen some rains and cloudbursts 
Where a lot of water ran, 
But 1 never knowed the stuff was precious 
Till the Death March from Bataan* 

1 was captured at Cabcaben, 
My canteen was nearly dry; 
Them Nips pushed me in the road, 
With the others dragging by. 
"Twenty dollars for a swallow, 
Jest a little in my hand!" 
That's what they thought of water 
On the Death March from Bataan. 

The road was hot and scorching 
As the hinges off of Hell, 
And before we reached Balanga, 
There was lots of men that fell. 
But I kept on that road a-stumbling, 
With my throat all full of sand, 
And I never knowed what water was 
On the Death March from Bataan. 

Jest this side of San Fernando, 
I seen a waterhole 
That dead men was a-floating in, 
Where carabao had rolled. 
So I jumped in head first. 
And scooped water with my hand, 
But that's the best drink I ever had 
On the Death March from Bataan. 

Well I've drank a lot of water 
Since them days on old Bataan, 
And now I drink it by the bucket, 
But I'm still a thirsty man 
So sometimes I set and figure, 
That when my soldiering days are done, 
I'm going to buy myself a river, 
And jest set and watch it run. 

Vindication7 

They said we were soft, we were aimless 
They said we were spoiled past reclaim 
We had lost the American Spirit 
We were blots on America's name. 

We were useless weaklings and drifters 
And the last youth census reveals 
We had lost the faith of our fathers 
We had sacrificed muscles for wheels. 

The old men wept for their country 
And sighed for the days of yore 
And somehow we half believed them 
But that was before the war. 

Before we heard the bomb shriek 
And the howling, ugly and shrill 
That ripples across the rice field 
When the Nippy comes in for the kill. 

Before we had lived on hunger 
And rumors and nerve and pain 
Before we had seen our buddies 
Dying among the cane. 

Our War! our own little rat trap 
The hopeless defense of Bataan 
An advance guard, yet no main body 
Yet a thorn in the side of Japan. 

So now we can laugh at our Elders 
And now1 we can give them the lie 
We held that line that couldn't be held 
When they struck at Abucay. 

Soft? and Weaklings? and Shameless? 
Go where the steel was sowed 
And ask of the Endless Fox-Graves 
That dot the Hacienda Road. 

‘ibid.. 41. 

Milton D. Hawes Diary, personal papers, El Paso, Texas 
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And ask of the tangled thickets 
Deadly and green and hot 
And the bloody Pilar river 
And the forward slopes of Sumat 

Ask at Limay and Balanga 
Where the outposts burrowed like moles 
Where the sky-trained flying soldiers 
Died in the Infantry holes. 

And last seek the silent jungles 
Where the unburied bodies lie 
Asleep by their rusting rifles 
The men who had learned how to die. 

Who squeezed the Garands trigger? 
Who met the tanks on a mare 
Who flew the primary trainers 
When ‘'Zeros’* were in the air? 

Who watched the bombbays open 
Day after endless day 
Who stayed with the anti-aircraft 
With tons of H.B. on the way. 

Who fed the scouts at Quinon 
Who stopped the break at Moron? 
Who, but your immature youngsters 
The forgotten men of Bataan. 

So now we have learned our lesson 
And how to apply it too 
And this little application 
The things you said were true. 

We were soft, we were weaklings and aimless 
We believed in ourselves alone 
But now we are tempered with fire 
We are ready U.S.—to come home. 

The Forgotten Men8 

In a camp of bamboo barracks 
Way deep in the Philippines 
Are a group of forgotten warriors 
With nothing left but dreams. 

They are fighting a greater battle 
Than the one they fought and lost. 
It's a battle against the elements 
A battle with life the cost. 

Some come thru that awful torture 
Like the days and nites in hell, 
In that weary struggle for Bataan 
Where many brave men fell. 

Now its not how much you know 
Nor how quick you hit the ditch 
It's not the eating you once held 
On whether you're poor or rich. 

No one cares who you knew back home 
Nor what kind of life you led, 
It's Just how long you can stick it out— 
That governs your life, instead— 

Now the battle they're fighting 
Are with mosquitos and disease, 
But with better living conditions, 
They'll win their fight with ease— 

Its rice for breakfast noon and night 
It rains most every day 
They sleep on bamboo stalks at nite 
They've no better place to lay. 

They eat from old tin cans 
That they are lucky enough to get, 
And the medics they should have 
They haven’t seen us yet. 

They are the forgotten men of Bataan 
Fighting the greatest battle yet, 
Fighting for their life, as they can 
While they are Hungry, Sick and Wet. 

Those of them that do come thru 
Perhaps can prove their worth 
And some will tell the strangest tales 
of that terrible Hell on earth. 

The Fall of Old Glory® 

You all know the grim story 
But there are those who didn't see, 

The fall and disgrace of Old Glory 
And what it meant to me. 

Probably now we're forgotten 
By those who sent us to die, 

To an unprepared Island begotten 
By Dewey so noble and Bhy 

Our country you know has billions 
In food, silver and gold 

Personnel and material in trillions 
Why buddiel the half can’t be told 

Vest We know she'll not be beaten 
Proud and true she'll always stand 

And altho* our pride we have eaten 
On her shores we long to land. 

But I wonder what our folks will think 
When we tell of this old ’’Bahay’’ 

And how we fought in the heat, rain, and stink 
Only to be captured to starve and die 

Months of jungle fighting 
Enemy bombers o'er our head 

Malaria mosquitos biting 
Of the whistle and whine of lead 

Sleepness nites of waiting 
For the help that never came 

Never so tense and grating. 
Bleeding sore and lame 

Prayers and fears for loved ones 
Shed so far away from home 

Tears for our buddies who bled and died 
With cuts, bruises and mangled bones 

Dreaming of home and loved ones 
Ten thousand miles away 

Listening to the roar of the big guns, 
And its "Photo Joe" at the break of day 

Does anyone call you a coward 
Because you broke and ran 

When at last we were overpowered, 
And surrendered Corregidor and Bataan 

They may think thats where it ended 
And from there out it was fun 

But when in prison we were taken 
We found the fight had Just begun 

Thrown into mud bound prison camp 
To live with the rat, flea and lice 

TO suffer and die from disease or cramps 
From eating weeds and wormy rice 

What happened to that Starry Flag 
O'er the Islands where it had flown 

In its place a Jap sleeping bag 
And every nite on the grounds its thrown 

They replaced her with the Flaming Wheel 
The symbol of Imperial Japan 

But they can’t replace the love we feel 
For Old Glory, Corregidor, and Bataan 

The Good "Lord" we know is with you 
Hang not your head in shame 

But lift your voice in prayer (yes do) 
For the help that never came. 

’ibid. 



BIBLIOGRA PHY 



BIBLIOGRA PHY 

Interviews 

Baum, Charles. October 15, 1973* Whitesboro, Texas. 

Bunch, Paul. December 7, 1971* Oral History Collection, 
North Texas State University, Denton, Texas, Vol. 91» 

Read, Louis B. November 3, 1972. Oral History Collec¬ 
tion, North Texas State University, Denton, Texas, 
Vol. 138. 

Newspapers 

"Bataan Men Sight Flag with Mad Joy," New York Times. 
February 2, 1945, P* 10. 

"Briton Says Americans Shared Last Supplies," New York 
Tiroes « February 2, 1945, P» 10. 

"Chung King, China," New York Tiroes. June 27, 1945, P* 3» 

"The Death March Lives Again," Sherman Democrat. May 28, 
1922. 

"Ex-Captive Reveals Horror on Prison Ship—Some Slashed 
Veins and Drank Blood," New York Times. September 4, 

1945, P* 2. 

"Former POW Sees Flag He Helped Make"'[n.p., n.d.]. 

"Hell Ship Fugitive Bares End of 800," New York Times. 
February 23, 1945, P* 8. 

Il6 



117 

"Lucas Recalls Days of Horror" [n.p., n.d.]. 

"Luzon Prison Camp Rescue Made In Region Thick With Japa¬ 
nese," New York Times» February 3» 1945» PP» 1 and 5» 

"1,447 Bataan Men of 18,000 Are Free," New York Times» 
June 17, 1945» P* 3» 

"Survivors of River Kwai Work—Have "Too Much to Forgive,'" 
The Houston Post. January 29» 197&> P* 35w. 

"United States Bomber Killed 300 Americans," New York 
Times. September 9» 3-945» P» 9« 

"U.S. Told 1,800 Americans Died in Japanese Prison Ship 
Sinking," New York Times. February 17, 1945» P« 3» 

Unpublished Materials 

Questionnaire on Japanese-held FOWs, Austin, Texas. 

Milton D. Hawes Diary, personal papers, El Paso, Texas, 

The Infantry School General Section Military History 
Committee, Advanced Officers Course, 1946-1947. Major 
Matt. P. Dobrinic, "The Struggle for the Philippines 
7 December 1941—10Mayl948," Fort Benning, Georgia. 

National Archives, Modern Military Records Division. Cap¬ 
tain James C. Norwood and Captain Emily L. Shek, 
"POW Camps in Areas Other Than the Four Principal 
Islands of Japan," 31 July 1946, Washington, D.C. 

 . 71st Sq., Draucis W. Shiblen, "POW Liberation 
Teams." 

Edmond J, Babler, "1220 Days in Hell," private papers, 
Waupun, Wisconsin. 



118 

Miscellaneous Articles 

"Bataan Falls." 

"General of Army Douglas MacArthur," message dropped by 
Ens. Dick Robinson, U.S.N., Res. on Oeyama Prison 
Camp, August 28, 1945» 

"Military Organization Report," extract taken from original 
report of Lt. Col. Everett Lauman Warner. 

"200th Coast Artillery (AA) and its Child the 515th Coast 
Artillery (AA) 1939-1945," pamphlet. 

Magazines 

"Bataan Death March," Ex-POW Bulletin. January 1977» 
Vol. 34, No. 1, 18. . 

"Bataan—Then and Now," Life Magazine. April 21, 19^7» 
Vol, 62, No. 16. 

"Canopus Courageous," Ex-POW Bulletin. January 1977» 
Vol. 34, No. 1, 15-17»' and February 1977» Vol. 34, 
No. 2, 20-22. 

"Col. Ray Hunt Specialist in Guerrilla Warfare," Ex-POW 
Bulletin.[n.d.]. 

"'Death March' Survivors Gather for Their Reunion," Ex- 
POW Bulletin. January 1977» Vol. 34, No, 1, 3~4. 

"Excerpts From Letters From Lt. Col. John W. Sewall," 
Ex-POW Bulletin. February 1977, Vol. 34, No. 2, 34-24. 

"Ex-POW Tells What It's Like to Stand at Attention for 
53 Hours," Ex-POW Bulletin [n.d.]. 

"Ex-POWs to Revisit Philippines," Ex-POW Bulletin. 
April 1977, Vol. 34, No. 4, 10. 



Books 
119, 

Boyle, Martin. Yanks Don't Cry. New Yorks Bernard Geis 
Associates, 1963. 

Braly, William C. The Hard Wav Home. Washington, D.C.: 
Coast Artillery Association, 1947» 

Brines, Russell. Until They Eat Stones. New Yorks 
J, B. Lippincott Co., 1944. 

Brown, Charles. Bars From Bilibad Prison. San Antonio, 
Texass Naylor Co., 1947» 

Cohen, Bernard M. and Maurice Z. Cooper. A Follow-up 
Study of World War II Prisoners of War. Washington, 
D.C.s U.S. Printing Office, 1954. 

Considine, Robert (ed.). General Wainwrlght's Story. 
Garden City, New Yorks Doubleday and Company, Inc., 
1946. 

Dyess, William E. The Dvess Storys The Eve-Witness 
Account of the Death March. New Yorks G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1944. 

Falk, Stanley L. Bataan, The March of Death. New Yorks 
Norton, 1962. 

Friend, Theodore. Between Two Empiress The Ordeal of 
the Philippines. 1Q2Q-1Q46. New Havens Yale Uni¬ 
versity Press, 1965, pp. 199”230. 

Gaesei. Philippine Expeditionary Force. Watari Group 
Information Department Publications, May 1943* 

Glines, Carroll, V. Four Came Home. Princeton, New 
Jerseys Van Nostrand, 1966. 

Goodman, Julien M. M.D. FOW. New Yorks Exposition 
Press, 1972. 

Gunnison, Royal A. So. Sorry. No Peace. New Yorks 
Viking, 1944. 



120 

Hawkins, Jack. Never Say Die. Philadelphia, I96I. 

Keith, Billy. Days of Anguish. Days of Hope. Garden 
City, New Yorks Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1972. 

McCoy, Melvin H. Ten Escape From Toio. New York: Farrar 
and Reinhart, 1944. 

McCraken, Alan. Very Soon Now. Joe. New Yorks Hobson 
Press, I947. 

Miller, E. B. Bataan Uncensored. Long Prairie, Minne¬ 
sota: The Hart Publications, 1949» 

Morrison, Samuel Eliot. The Rising Sun in the Pacific 
1Q31-April 1Q42. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 
1955, PP. 193-204. 

Morton, Louis. "The Fall of the Philippines," U.S. Army 
in World War II—The War in the Pacific. Washington, 
D.C.: Office of the Chief of Military History, 
Department of the Army, 1953* PP» 161-467. 

Nolan, Liam. Small Man of Nanataki. New York: E. P. Dut¬ 
ton and Co., Inc., 1966. 

Pavillard, Stanley S. Bamboo Doctor. New York: St. Mar¬ 
tins Press, i960. 

Powe le it, Alvin C. USAFFE. 1975. 

Rawlings, Leo. And the Dawn Came Up Like Thunder. 
Progress Press Potters Bar, 1972. 

Scott, R. Jackson. 20. Da vs of Rice. Pioneer, California: 
California Traveler, Inc., 1975* 

Stewart, Sidney. Give Us This Day. New York: W. W. Nor¬ 
ton and Company, Inc., 1957 * 



121 

Van de Post, Laurens. The Prisoner and the Bomb. 
Yorks Morrow, 1971. 

Vining, Virgil V. Guest of an Emperor. New Yorks 
Carlton Press, 1968. 

New 


