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ABSTRACT 

Mirabeau B. Lamar of Georgia, a poet, journalist, 

and would-be politician, first visited Texas in 1835. 

He traveled by stagecoach and steamboat as far as Natch¬ 

itoches, Louisiana, where he took to horseback and fol¬ 

lowed the Old San Antonio Road into Texas. During his 

four-month sojourn, Lamar made numerous acquaintances 

and learned much about Texas' history, colonization, 

climate, economy, etc. He was particularly intrigued 

by the political situation in Texas, which was on the 

verge of separating from Mexico, by war if necessary, and 

establishing herself as an independent republic. He de¬ 

cided to join in this struggle; he went home briefly to 

settle his affairs, and returned to Texas just in time 

to distinguish himself at the Battle of San Jacinto on 

April 21, 1836, and to rise from the rank of private to 

commander-in-chief of the army in a period of four weeks. 

Subsequently, Texans elected Lamar Vice-President and 

then President of the Republic. His major accomplishments 

were the early recognition by major European powers of 

Texas as an independent state, and the establishment of 

a foresighted system of public education. After his one 

term as President, Lamar retired from public life, except 
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stint as U. S. Minister to Costa Rica and Nicaragua, 

until his death in 1859. 

On his 1835 trip from Georgia to Texas, Lamar kept 

a manuscript diary, which now belongs to Fondren Library, 

Rice University. This thesis is the edited Texas portion 

of the diary, which covers most of July, August, September, 

and October of 1835. The journal is written in continuous 

narrative form, with frequent historical or descriptive 

passages inserted. Lamar was a keen observer of his sur¬ 

roundings, and he recorded his observations faithfully. 

Although at times Lamar seemed more concerned with 

literary style than with historical observation or polit¬ 

ical commentary, the journal is nonetheless significant. 

It is the previously unpublished work of an important 

figure at a crucial period in Texas history. Even more 

important, it may offer to future biographers new evidence 

which may allow a more detailed and intimate portrayal of 

Lamars character, attitudes, beliefs, and personality 

than has previously been possible. 
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MIRABEAU BUONAPARTE LAMAR 

Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar was born on August 16, 1798, 

in Jefferson County, Georgia, the second child of John and 

Rebecca Lamar, first cousins and descendants of four Hugue¬ 

not brothers who settled in Virginia and Maryland in the 

seventeenth century. Lamar's pretentious name, like that 

of his older brother Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus, was chosen 

by an eccentric bachelor uncle, Zachariah Lamar, who lived 

with the family and bestowed upon his nephews the names of 

those literary and historical characters who figured prom¬ 

inently in whatever he was currently reading.^ 

As John Lamar's family grew, eventually to include 

four sons and five daughters, he moved westward to Putnam 

County, near the new Georgia capital of Milledgeville. 

Their comfortable plantation home, Fairfield, on the Little 

River, served as a stagecoach stop, and the tales of 

travelers opened a new world for imaginative young Mirabeaa 

Restless and impetuous, Lamar attended school only 

sporadically? yet through his eclectic reading he acquired 

a large body of information and a skill for elegant phrase¬ 

ology and apt illusion. This erudition and literary style 

awed the less polished Texans he encountered two decades 

later.^ 
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A mercantile venture in Alabama, which Lamar entered 

in 1819 with a family friend, Willis Robert, failed after 

a year. Yet Lamar found the town of Cahawba so congenial 

that he joined William Allen in publishing the weekly 

4 
Cahawba Press, an enterprise which lasted until 1821. 

Lamar began to develop a keen political awareness, 

aroused first by his newspaper work and later by his 

brother Lucius's involvement in the gubernatorial cam¬ 

paign of George M. Troup in Georgia in 1823. Soon after 

the election, the successful Troup appointed M. B. Lamar 

his private secretary. As a key staff member and also a 

friend and member of the governor's household, Lamar soon 

became familiar with the major political figures and is¬ 

sues of the day. With Lamar, as with all those in Troup's 

camp, states' rights became an article of faith. The im¬ 

pressionable young man watched the governor successfully 

defy the United States government and expel the creeks 

and Cherokees of Georgia? this experience, according to 

Lamar's biographers, instilled in him a harshness toward 

Indians which they maintain was later apparent in his 

administration of the Republic of Texas.^ 

Along with developing political techniques, Lamar 

also exercised social and literary skills A number of 
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Georgia belles whose company Lamar often enjoyed in both 

his official and unofficial roles provided inspiration for 

his romantic poems, which had titles such as "Grieve Not, 

g 
Sweet Flower," and "In Life's Unclouded, Gayer Hour." 

In January of 1826, at her sister's home in Perry 

County, Alabama, Lamar married Tabitha Jordan, whom he 

had met on a speaking tour of Georgia several years ear¬ 

lier. The following year, Lamar moved his wife and in¬ 

fant daughter, Rebecca Ann, to Columbus, a new town es¬ 

tablished on the Chattahoochee River on land recently 

wrested from the Indians. In May of 1828 there appeared 

the first issue of Lamar's Columbus Enquirer, a newspaper 

dedicated to the doctrine of states' rights as exemplified 

7 
by Governor Troup. 

By the summer of 1829, Lamar was ready for active 

participation in politics. Articulate in person as well 

as in print, Lamar defeated the incumbent state senator 

from Muscogee County. After one session, personal tragedy 

struck when Tabitha, just twenty-one, died of tuberculosis 

in August, 1831. Emotionally devastated and in poor phys¬ 

ical health, Lamar sold part of the Enquirer, entrusted his 

young daughter to his mother's care, and wandered restlessly 



V1X1 

about Georgia and Alabama. After two years, during which 

he cultivated his political contacts, Lamar announced for 

the United States Congress, with nullification as a major 

plank in his platform. He returned to Columbus and bought 

back a half-interest in the Enquirer, which became a strong 

partisan voice. Soon, however, the clouds closed in again: 

Lamar lost the political race; a sister, and then his fa¬ 

ther, died; and finally, his admired older brother Lucius 

committed suicide, victim of the melancholia that Mirabeau 

shared.® 

By the summer of 1835, several motives merged for 

Lamar: the urgent need to leave the scene of his personal 

griefs, the desire to travel to restore his impaired 

health, and the promise of adventure in Texas where many 

acquaintances had gone, including his close friend, James 

W. Fannin. So on June 15, 1835, he left Columbus for Texas, 

the first of the seventeen times he was to cover the 

g 
thousand miles between Georgia and Texas. 

A keen observer of his surroundings and a detailed 

recorder of these observations, Lamar documented his jour¬ 

ney in a 194-page diary. He traveled alternately by stage 

and steamer as far as Natchitoches, Louisiana, where he 
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acquired a horse and set out westward over the old Spanish 

road toward San Antonio. Like other travelers, Lamar 

stopped overnight at private houses and farms, and tarried 

longer in the settled areas of San Augustine, Nacogdoches, 

Washington-on-the-Brazos, Coles' Settlement, San Felipe, 

Columbia, Brazoria, and Velasco. The information recorded 

in his journal indicates that Lamar took great interest in 

all the aspects of life in Texas which might concern any 

prospective settler, such as early history, colonization, 

relations with Mexico, climate, topography, land values, 

crops, fauna and flora, and Indians. During his four- 

month Texas sojourn, Lamar made several gestures which he 

later explained as indicating his intention to become a 

citizen of Texas: a declaration to an assembly in Washing¬ 

ton that he intended to link his destiny with that of Texas? 

the hiring of a surveyor to run off headright lands for him 

in Coles' Settlement? a contribution toward the refurbish¬ 

ing of the fort at Velasco? and a speech to the New Orleans 

Grays, a troup of volunteers just arrived in Texas, promis¬ 

ing to join them in the struggle for Texas's independence 

10 
from Mexico. 
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Some time in late November# Lamar returned home/ 

intending to settle faffldly and financial affairs in Geor¬ 

gia as quickly as possible and to return to Texas. But 

by early January# bad news from Texas began to filter back 

to Georgia# culminating in the fall of the Alamo. Leaving 

his business unfinished# Lamar hurried back to Texas and 

arrived at Velasco in late March# 1836# whence he set out 

on foot to find the Texian army. At Groce's crossing on 

the Brazos River# near present-day Hempstead, he joined 

the fleeing army and the panic-stricken civilians in the 

Runaway Scrape, heading toward the Sabine River and the 

safety of the Louisiana border. As a volunteer private# 

Lamar moved with Sam Houston's army to Lynch's Ferry on 

the San Jacinto River, toward which the Mexican army was 

also marching. In a skirmish on April 20# Lamar# braving 

Mexican cannon fire, rescued Thomas J. Rusk, the Texas 

Secretary of War, and within four weeks# Houston named 

him commander-in-chief of the army# a post Lamar quickly 

resigned after discovering the resentment among the 

volunteers, who reserved the right to approve their 

11 
commander. 
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Four months after San Jacinto, the voters chose Lamar 

as Vice President of the Republic of Texas, to serve with 

Sam Houston as President, and the inauguration ceremonies 

took place on October 22, 1836. In April, 1838, at his 

family's urging, Lamar returned to Georgia for a six- 

months visit to find a hero's welcome for himself and 

great enthusiasm for the cause of Texas.^ 

The Texans elected Lamar President in 1838, over the 

bitter opposition of the Houston party. Lamar's thirty- 

page inauguration speech set forth the policies of his ad¬ 

ministration, which he proposed to develop over a three- 

year period. Protection of the frontier against both In¬ 

dians and Mexicans seemed the most urgent problem for the 

new President; his proposal of a line of military posts, 

' the organization of a militia, and the strengthening of 

the army and navy reflected his experience as Governor 

TO 
Troup's aide in Georgia. 

Another major concern was the establishment of schools 

in the new republic, for, as Lamar expressed it, "the cul- 

14 
tivated mind is the guardian genius of Democracy. " His 

plan to set aside enough land for each county to insure 

free public schools became law, at his urgent insistence. 



Xll 

in January, 1839, and thus he has rightfully been called 

15 
the father of education in Texas. 

Lamar proposed a permanently independent Republic of 

Texas, with a national bank and paper currency backed by 

public lands; but by 1841, circulating Texas bills became 

16 
almost worthless and the public debt reached $8 million. 

The fate of Lamar's Santa Fe expedition, a quixotic 

venture to extend trade and Texas sovereignty into New 

Mexico, ended in the imprisonment of several hundred par¬ 

ticipants. The failure of the ill-starred expedition pro¬ 

vided ammunition to the opposition, which succeeded in 

17 electing Sam Houston as President in 1841. 

Lamar had barely retreated into private life at his 

farm near Richmond in Fort Bend County, when news came 

from Georgia of the death of his sixteen-year-old daughter 

Rebecca Ann. After a long period of grief and depression, 

Lamar began a restless journey eastward. A search for dis 

traction and renewed friendships drew him into literary 

circles in New Orleans and Washington, and Lamar began 

IQ 
writing again. 

In Washington, Lamar lobbied for the annexation of 

Texas by the United States, a complete reversal of his 
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views during his administration. He took partial credit 

19 
£or the passage of the annexation resolution. 

At the outbreak of the Mexican War, Lamar joined 

General Zachary Taylor's army at Matamoros. The Second 

Regiment, which he commanded, played a major part in the 

taking of Monterrey. But for the rest of the war, Lamar 

fumed on the border, at arm's length from the action far¬ 

ther south. He bitterly blamed Sam Houston for jealously 

20 
depriving him of the hoped-for acclaim. 

In New Orleans in 1851, Lamar met and married Henrietta 

Maffitt, the beautiful daughter of charismatic Irish evan¬ 

gelist John Maffitt. Sixteen years earlier, on his way to 

Texas in 1835, Lamar had hoped in vain to hear Maffitt 

preach at the Methodist church in New Orleans. A daughter 

born in 1852, Loretto Evalina, was the only direct 

21 
descendant of Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

Continually in debt with his Richmond plantation, Lamar 

gratefully accepted a $10,000-a-syear appointment from Presi¬ 

dent James Buchanan as U.S. Minister to Nicaragua and Cos¬ 

ta Rica, a post which he assumed-early in 1858. Twenty 

months later, dissatisfied with the state of affairs in 

Central America and in ill health himself, Lamar returned 

home.22 
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Happy to be reunited with his family and optimistic 

about his new-found financial stability, Lamar suffered 

a heart attack while greeting friends and relatives ar¬ 

riving for the Christmas holidays, on December 18, 1859. 

23 
He died the next morning, at age sixty-one. 

How did Lamar's contemporaries regard him? There 

were recurrent themes of praise for his dashing fearless¬ 

ness in battle, his virtue and integrity in office, his 

24 
patriotism, and his belletristic skills. His detrac¬ 

tors, who never impugned his motives or questioned his 

honesty, maintained that Lamar, "a sort of political 

25 
Troubadour and Crusader1;" lacked the pragmatism and 

practicality required by his high office. Yet as biogra¬ 

phers have pointed out, Lamar's schemes, such as the Santa 

Fe expedition, enjoyed popularity until they failed; and 

if the expedition had met with success, it would have been 

hailed as an example of Lamar's statesmanship rather than 

as a visionary's dream. ^ 

Lamar's critics had another target in the Republic's 

financial distress at the end of his term. Yet Texas' 

lack of specie and her inability to enforce a tariff, to 

levy a direct tax, or to negotiate a foreign loan, were 

27 
problems with roots in an earlier time. 
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It would be fair to say that the long-term worth of 

Lamar1 s contributions to the development of the infant Re¬ 

public are more clearly seen from our perspective, one hun¬ 

dred and forty years later: the early recognition of an 

independent Texas by the major European powers and the 

establishment of a foresighted system of public education. 



INTRODUCTION 

On his 1835 trip from Georgia to Texas, Mirabeau B. 

Lamar kept a journal, or at least notes for a journal. 

Until 1952, historians knew of only one version of that 

journal, a sixty-eight page diary which began with Lamar's 

departure from Columbus, Georgia, on June 15, 1835, and 

ended with his arrival in Nacogdoches, Texas, on July 22 

of that year. We know that in 1900, this journal was on 

loan to the Texas State Library, along with hundreds of 

29 
other Lamar manuscripts and documents, r and that it re¬ 

verted to family members when the majority of the Lamar 

papers were sold to the State Library in 1909. Philip 

Graham edited and published excerpts from this journal in 

30 the Southwest Review in 1936, and he also cited it in 

the bibliography of his The Life and Poems of Mirabeau B. 

31 
Lamar. 

In 1952, the Fondren Library of Rice University (then 

the Rice Institute) acquired a similar but longer journal — 

seemingly anonymous — of the same trip.The longer ver¬ 

sion,, which very nearly paraphrases the shorter one, contin¬ 

ues into October of 1835, when Lamar was at Brazoria, short¬ 

ly before he left Texas for a brief return to Georgia. It 

is the Texas portion of this journal which appears here. 
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A number of questions concerning the Lamar diaries 

arise. Did Lamar write either during the actual journey, 

or were both compiled afterwards from notes? Which was the 

earlier? Why did Lamar write the journals? Why does one 

stop soon after Lamar's arrival in Texas while the other 

covers almost his entire 1835 Texas sojourn.? When did the 

journals become separated, and why? Where was the longer 

journal until its reappearance in 1952? None of these ques¬ 

tions can be answered definitively at this stage of research. 

The editor hopes, however, to pursue them further in the 

near future. In the meanwhile, suppositions based on 

examination and study of both journals must suffice. 

Indications are that Lamar did not compose either 

diary on a day-by-day basis as he traveled. Both present 

the journey in continuous narrative form, interrupted only 

by historical or descriptive passages of varying lengths. 

There are not the stops and starts of daily entries. Both 

journals have been self-consciously edited, with words and 

phrases lined out and others substituted, in an obvious ef¬ 

fort to meet some literary standard. Lamar wrote notes in 

each, reminding himself to insert this or that, and refer¬ 

ring himself to various pages, or even to the other diary. 

There is conflicting evidence on the question about which 
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journal predates the other. Notes throughout the text 

will point out this evidence. 

No doubt the nineteenth-century custom of diary¬ 

keeping partially motivated Lamar to write the journal 

of his travels, but there may have been other reasons. 

Occasionally, in both journals, Lamar addresses his rea¬ 

der [s] directly and refers to the narrative as his "let¬ 

ters.” Perhaps he intended to send portions of the diary 

periodically to his family, probably to his daughter Re¬ 

becca Ann. Or he may have intended the journal as a ve¬ 

hicle for gathering and recording material for his planned 

33 
history of Texas. It is most likely, however, that Lamar 

hoped to have the Columbus Enquirer or another newspaper 

publish the journal in installments after his return; thus 

it would be natural for him to address his future readers 

in the journalistic fashion he had acquired during the 

years on the Enquirer and the Cahawba Press. His 

34 
introduction to the smaller diary bears out this theory. 

Which journal was the first? It seems equally valid 

to assume that Lamar started the shorter diary first but 

decided to re-write it after recording his arrival in 

Nacogdoches on June 22? or that he composed the longer ver¬ 

sion first, began re-writing it, and for some reason 

stopped where the shorter version ends. 
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Any speculation about the provenance of the longer 

journal must be set against the background of the history 

of the main body of the Lamar papers, which now belong to 

the Texas State Library. That collection includes, in ad¬ 

dition to Lamar’s state papers and personal correspondence, 

manuscripts and documents relating to Texas history which 

Lamar collected in his various official roles as Attorney 

General, Secretary of War, Vice President, and President of 

the Republic. Lamar took many of these papers with him to 

Central America in 1858, probably in the old chest in which 

they were later delivered to the library. In spite of their 

drenching in sea water when the chest fell overboard, the 

papers are still legible. Neither journal, incidentally, 

shows water damage.^ 

Some time in the 1890's, Lamar's widow sent the bulk 

of her husband's papers to Dr. John Williamson Palmer "to 

be edited for publication." A Baltimore native trans¬ 

planted to New York, Palmer was physician as well as author. 

He contributed frequently to such magazines as Atlantic 

Monthly and Putnam's Monthly. Under the pseudonym "Alta- 

mount," he served as Confederate war correspondent for the 

New York Tribune. Keeping a foot in the other camp. Palmer 

wrote the words for the popular Confederate song, "Stonewall 
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Jackson's Way.11 He composed a number of ballads, including 

"The Fight at San Jacinto."37 

At the end of the 1890's, the papers were recovered 

from Dr. Palmer "through the efforts of friends of Mrs. 

38 
[Loretto Lamar] Calder and of the [Texas] State Library." 

This phraseology may be a delicate hint that Palmer was re¬ 

luctant to part with this gold mine of Texas history. It 

is not beyond the realm of possibility that if both diaries 

were in the collection at that time, he kept the longer one, 

which could then have been sold after his death.in 1906. If 

Palmer's own papers still exist, correspondence there might 

provide the missing link in the journal's provenance. 

Mrs. Calder then placed the Lamar papers in the State 

Library, where they were open to students. In 1900, Ernest 

W. Winkler, then a student at the University of Texas, pre¬ 

pared a six-page description of the papers, which included 

"a diary by Lamar giving an account of his first visit to 

Texas." From 1900 to 1906, every annual report of the 

State Librarian recommended that the legislature appropri¬ 

ate funds for the purchase of the Lamar papers, and every 

year the legislature failed to do so. In 1907, Mrs. Cal¬ 

der asked that her father's papers be sent to her daughter, 

Henrietta Calder Andrews of Palestine, Texas, for cataloging 
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preparatory to being sent to Washington, whence had come 

39 
an offer for them the previous year. Mr. Winkler, by 

now State Librarian, urged the legislature to appropriate 

sufficient funds to keep the papers in the state, which it 

40 
finally did, in 1909. 

Mrs. Andrews and other family members retained certain 

of the more personal Lamar manuscripts, evidently including 

41 
the journal described by Winkler. It does not appear in 

the "Calendar of the Papers of Mirabeau B. Lamar" published 

42 
in 1914, nor in the seven-volume Papers of Mirabeau B. 

43 
Lamar. It must be assumed, then, that the family-owned 

shorter diary is the one listed by Winkler and excerpted by 

Graham. 

In 1952, a Cambridge, Massachusetts, rare book and 

manuscript dealer, Edward Morrill, sold the anonymous Texas 

journal to the Fondren Library. A Fondren librarian, fol- v 

lowing clues in the journal such as the reference to 

brother-in-law Moreland of Putnam County, Georgia, guessed 

that Lamar might have been the author. A comparison of the 

handwriting with authenticated Lamar manuscripts at the San 

Jacinto Museum of History, in addition to the journal's sim¬ 

ilarity to the one excerpted by Graham, established beyond 

44 
reasonable doubt that it was Lamar's. 
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The Fondren-owned journal consists of 194 pages in a 

fading, leather-bound account book which measures 7-3/4 

by 9-3/4 inches. The smaller diary is now in the posses¬ 

sion of Mrs. Louis Pauls (Kate Calder Meyer) of Galveston, 

Lamar's only great-granddaughter, who was kind enough to 

allow the editor to examine it. The two versions are re¬ 

markably similar in style and in content. The reader gains 

the impression that Lamar viewed the journal more as a li¬ 

terary effort than as a political or historical treatise. 

While he may cover pages with a single anecdote or an 

elaborate allusion, he can be maddenly brief about an 

historical event. Seldom does Lamar offer his own opinion 

or interpretation of an event, yet he repeats at length 

information on various topics derived from others. 

Thus, at first reading, the journal seems to reveal 

few of Lamar's personal thoughts and feelings, to offer 

little insight into the human being behind the stiff figure 

painted by biographers. Yet the thoughtful reader may dis¬ 

cern subtle clues to help flesh out Lamar the man. Do we 

observe, in Lamar's own account, those characteristics as¬ 

cribed to him by his biographers? In the journal, do we 

see the fragile, melancholy romantic of the biographies? 

We see, rather, a man doggedly pursuing his journey in 
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spite of severe illness, and recording it all with humor 

as soon as he is barely recovered. Where is the vision¬ 

ary and dreamer who lacked the pragmatism necessary for 

the presidency? We observe a man coping admirably with 

the demanding and very practical realities of frontier 

travel. We have been warned to expect a grieving widower, 

but we see a flesh-and-blood man who never fails to com¬ 

ment on the ladies, or to note which ones are unmarried. 

We are prepared to witness Lamar1s relentless enmity 

toward Indians, yet we read sentences full of pity for 

the Creeks and cherokees of his own Georgia. 

The editor hopes that a closer study of the entire 

longer journal, along with the shorter one, may provide 

some new evidence to give future biographers greater 

insight into the elusive Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

The Texas portion of the longer journal (pages 65- 

194) is the basis of this thesis. Within those pages, 

the editor has omitted sections on history and politics 

obviously derived from other sources, as well as des¬ 

criptive passages and miscellaneous notes with no original 

observations by Lamar. She has cut repetitive portions, 

rearranged some material for clarity, and made various 

editorial decisions indicated in the following section 

on "Editorial Method. 



EDITORIAL METHOD 

The editor's aim is to retain as much of the 

original flavor of the journal as possible, by making 

only those changes and corrections required for clarity. 

The author's original spelling, punctuation, capitaliza¬ 

tion, and grammar will be retained, with the following 

exception’s : 

A misspelling that is an obvious slip of 

the author's pen will be corrected silently. 

Superscript letters in abbreviations or 

contractions will be brought down to the line? periods 

will be supplied only if the last letter of the abbre¬ 

viation is not the last letter of the word. 

Omitted periods will be supplied silently. 

Obvious paragraphing will be supplied where 

necessary. 

Dashes at the ends of sentences will be 

replaced by periods. 

Punctuation needed for clarity will be 

supplied in square brackets. 

Partially or wholly illegible letters and 

words will be supplied, if they can be conjectured, in 
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square brackets. Three suspension points in square 

brackets will be supplied for undecipherable letters 

or words. 

Interlineations will be brought down to 

the line. 



CHRONOLOGY AND ITINERARY 

June 15, 1835 Lamar leaves Columbus, Georgia, and travels 
via Mobile and New Orleans to Natchitoches, 
Louisiana. 

July 15 From Natchitoches to Freeman's 

16 Dinner at Stoker's; Mrs. Brown's 

17 Crosses Sabine at Gaines' Ferry 

17-18 Anderson's 

19-21 Thompson's; camp meeting 

21-22 Teal's, San Augustine 

22-23 Martin's 

23-26 Nacogdoches 

26 Costley's 

26 - Aug.4 Durst's 

Aug. 4-6 McClain's 

6-10 Masters' 

10 - 11 Aldrich's 

11 - 12 Robbins' Ferry 

12 Larrison's 

12 - 14 Simms' 

14 Sulphur Springs 

14 - 15 Whitaker's 

15 - 16 Mrs. Boman's 

16 - 17 Washington 
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Aug. 17 - ? Coles' Settlement 

31 Washington 

Sept. 2 - 3 Lawrence's 

3 - 6 Foster's? camp meeting Caney Creek 

6 - 9 Beauchamp's 

9 Edwards' 

9 - 25 San Felipe 

25 Marion, Columbia, Brazoria 

26 Velasco 

Oct. 8 On board the Laura 

8 Brazoria 



LAMAR’S ROUTE 



JOURNAL 

45 
Prom Natchitoches to Nacogdoches 

I left Natchitoches, that town of filth, fever & 

feuds on Wednesday afternoon 15. July and proceeded only 

about 9 miles to a Mr Freeman's where I tarried the night 

and fared myself much better than my mare, which was lim¬ 

ited in her supper to little more than a quart of corn, 

without fodder or oats or grass and in the morning was 

served with a breakfast equally scanty and dry. My bill 

was a dollar & [a] quarter. After early breakfast taking 

leave of [my] liberal landlord I proceeded solemn & soli¬ 

tary over a barron tract of country of gray sandy soil 

but little tempting to emigration, for about 15 miles when 

46 
I stopped at Mr Stoker's where I found a dinner adapted 

to my appetite & where my mare was furnished with ample 

opportunity of supplying the deficiencies of the two pro¬ 

ceeding feeds. She had corn [and] fodder in abundance 

and doubtless done as much execution in the manger as I 

did in the trencher. 

47 
From Stokers 1 passed Fort Jessup, founded by 

48 
Genl Gain[e]s, a handsom[e] barracks. I reached just 

about dusk about 8 miles from the fort the habitation of an 

antiquated widow, Mrs Brown, where I was told that my mule 

could be provided with oats [, ] a very material 
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consideration as the article was so plenty & the store of 

old corn was almost entirely consumed on the road. At 

most of the public stands nothing was to be had but green 

corn, an article, which, the inexperienced in very few 

days riding will find insufficient & unsuitable for a 

travelling animal. My nag was here abundantly served 

with food, but badly watered. I intimated mine hostess 

was somewhat advanced in the vale of years, but she was 

not more ancient in this particular than she was in man¬ 

ners. She is a genuine relict of the old fashiond people 

in the country, who some 20 years ago acted from instinct, 

spurned all formality and spoke without art. I enquired 

if she would have tea for supper; no, she replied tea was 

not as good as coffee; but on telling her that I not only 

preferred it but could not drink coffee she replied that 

she had good milk I could drink that. 1 insisted however 

on having tea, and believing it probable she had none of 

the article, I poured from a tin canister which I had 

filled with the green leaf the necessary quantity and 

presented it to her; she took it & promised cheerfully 

enough to have [it] drawn in time for supper, but said 

that she had plenty of her own and place [d] what I handed 

her on the shelf as she said for another time; that time 

however came not to me, for I departed early next morning 
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49 
after settling a moderate bill of 62-1/2 cents. Some 

where between Mrs Browns and Freeman's, I came to a creek 

where the bridge had just fallen in with a waggon heavily 

loaded with merchandize & drawn by 6 yoke of oxen all of 

which together with the driver went down to the deep bot¬ 

tom of the channel with an awful crash & a splash. No 

material damage was done to the live stock, but driver & 

his whole team having miraculously escaped with unbroken 

bones. The waggon met a sadder fate; with every spoke [,] 

fellow & hub broke & every joint wrenched [,] every nail 

drawn & every plank shivered & splintered the unfortunate 

vehicle exhibited a picture of ... a school-boy's demol¬ 

ished trap, or the disjointed fragments of a ruined world. 

But never mind that. With permission I will proceed with 

my important & deeply interesting narative. 

My next day's journey was 8 & twenty miles; it being 

16 miles to the Sabine where I stopped & fed and twelve 

50 thence to Mr Andersons where I took quarters for the 

night. The Sabine you know is the dividing line between 

Texas and Louisiana, a narrow muddy stream, emptying into 

the Gulph of Mexico and not navigable except probably a 

51 
few months for small keel boats. immediately on its 

western bank resides Mr Gaines,^ the proprietor of the 

ferry, an old settler in Texas an intelligent & worthy 
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gentleman, from whom I gathered much useful information 

with regard to the present political condition of the 

54 
Country. He has been acting as Alcalda, which with us 

is justice of the peace, and it would be well if the of¬ 

fices were generally filled with men having half his abil¬ 

ity & disposition to do righty but in consequence of the 

law requiring the Alcalda to reside or hold his courts at 

55 
the seat of Justice he resigned the office rather encoun¬ 

ter the inconv[en]ience attendant upon faithful compliance 

with the requisition & a punctual attention to duty. It is 

useless to say that here my [mare] stood up to her corn & 

fodder, and the reason was she had some to stand up to. 

[Not] scantily fed, she stood up to a rack filled with fod¬ 

der and a trough full of corn; and such is . . . always 

the case when I have the good fortune to sojourn with a 

man of breeding & gentility. No person of good education 

and politeness will ever put a travellers weary animal on 

half allowance to save a sixpence worth of oats or corn [?] 

it is down only by . . . the vulgar whose souls [have not] 

been expanded by intelligence but in whom selfishness has 

been fostered by ignorance and humanity has been suffered 

[to] perish for the want of reflection. 
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Mr Anderson, the gentleman above mentioned with whom 

I domiciled the night, is worthy of a passing remark for 

having so egregiously violated the Malthusian policy of 

population. As I stretched my limbs on the floor to re¬ 

cruit my exhausted strength, there flocked around all in 

noisy confusion a battallion of dogs & children; in which 

it was difficult to determine which were the more numer¬ 

ous or noisy. That a pioneer in a country where game 

abounded should have around him a vociferous pack of 

hounds may be reasonably expected & easily justified; it 

was no way surprising, but how came congregated there such 

a number of children from three to six feet high in regu¬ 

lar gradation like a pair of stairs, was a matter for which 

I could not so readily account, nor perceive the policy or 

reasonableness of. Perhaps he was a schoolmaster, or more 

likely they were there as boarders convenient to some 

neighboring school; but no, neither is right; those chil¬ 

dren are all his own; and what is still more extraordinary 

& laughable is that they are not half which he has. Of 

how many do you suppose he is the father? twelve, higher 

[;] 15 - higher [;] 20 higher [;] 25 thats the numbe[r] and 

I put him against any other man in ten states who has been 

56 
married only twice & only one wife at a time. Now 
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Malthus says that population increases faster than the 

products for its support? [and his] proposition [is] no 

doubt true in dense populated countries; and if Mr Ander¬ 

son were living in such I would say that he had done no 

service to [the] community? but residing in a fertile re¬ 

gion & sparse population, I can look upon his achieve- 

[m]ent in no other light than a worthy effort to settle 

the south western wilds, for which he ought to be rewarded 

with 25 leagues of the richest soil of Texas. Here my own 

fare was not very good and my mare ' s would have been much 

worse, if I had not examined the stable previous to retiring 

to bed and bribed the servant to replenish the empty trough. 

I left before breakfast paying him 125 cts, just double 

the sum which I had paid the night previous at Mrs Browns 

for the same provender and a superior supper, but of this 

I could [not] reasonably complain as he had peradventure 

more than trebble the number of children to provide for 

than my unsophisticated widow. 

Taking an even start with the sun I journied on at the 

57 
rate of 4 miles an hour which brought me to Mr Thompson's 

about the hour of twelve. Here I took up my abode for a 

few days? arriving Saturday morning and decamping on Monday 

morning? receiving during the time suitable attention & 



kindness; and paying on my departure 3 dollars to the 

friendly host & 50 cents to the Servants. . . . 

7 

Before reaching Thompsons, my mare whilst riding 

along in a slow walk without any object apparently to 

frighten her, sudden gave a tremendous sno[r]t . . . and 

made a desperate effort to beat a retreat; presently I 

heard something like the music of a grasshopper and dis¬ 

covered but a few paces before me coiled in the road, a 

large bloated reptile, with venom spewing from his fangs 

as if ready to strike, and his tail singing a note of de¬ 

fiance & warning as much as to say let "the admonished 

58 
beware. " I had no fiddle like Chattaubrain to charm the 

monster into peace & complasance; and accordingly had to 

retreat for a while until suitably armed. I subdued the 

monster by the potency [of] a long pole instead of doing 

it by the powers of harmonious music. See Peerpont's 

59 
"Airs of Palistine." 

Indisposition was the cause of my stopping [at 

Thompson's], I was convalescent but not having suffi- 

60 
ciently recovered from my billious attack in Natch¬ 

itoches to encounter much fatigue, the long days journey 

which I had made the day previous threw me into a high 

fever, which returned the next morning with increased 
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violence and disabled me from proceeding beyond this 

gentleman's house. [Time] passed off as pleasantly as 

was compatible with the condition of my health. The 

inmates of the habitation were not wanting in kindness;' 

and I had the satisfaction of meeting here three worthy 

acquaintances from Georgia, who were just from the waters 

of the Brasos and now homeward bound. They had all suf¬ 

fered more or less from fever & the debilitating influ¬ 

ence of the sun on the broad prairies. They were bracing 

61 
themselves up by the potent energies of Quinine and on 

their recommendation I took a dose of it myself which only 

served to highten my fever. 

62 
A Camp meeting was held in the neighborhood about 

two miles off. This caused [a] good many persons of mixed 

63 
character & from distant sections to impose themselves 

my host for gratuitous accomodation which afforded me an 

opportunity of making several inquiries in relation to 

[the] face of the country & the conditions of the principle 

rivers. They satisfied me that the lands were generally 

fertile & the watercourses not susceptible of extensive 

navigation. Here, for the first time I heard anything 

like political discussion; a portion of the company enters 

into it with some warmth, whilst all seemed to take more 



9 

or less interest in the matter. Some were in favor of 

immediate separation from the Central Govt [;] others 

thought they had no grounds of complaint against Mexico, 

whilst others expressed a desire to have the country pur- 

64 
chased by the U.S. which was also met with opposition. 

I found however that all with one or two individual ex¬ 

ceptions expressed their opinions with great caution & 

reserve as if they were affraid from some cause, I know 

not what, of making their opinions fully & freely known. . . 

I was too unwell to attend camp meeting more than to 

spend a few hours there on Saturday noon. The congrega¬ 

tion was not very large say 150 which was attributed to 

the inclemency of the weather. I was told that one had 

been held last year in the neighborhood which was num¬ 

erously attended. I heard but a part of a discourse which 

was interrupted by the rain. The Preacher's name was 

66 
Stephenson ; he was on a missionary visit to Texas, but 

not being allowed anything by the Conference out of the 

missionary fund, his dépendance for support was upon the 

67 
contributions of his congregations. He seemed to be a 

zealous & sincere man but if his pay be only in proportion 

to the quality of his preaching his maint [en] ance will be 

scanty & precarious. A young Minister rose in the pulpit 

& announced that a collection would be taken up the next 
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day for father Stephenson and after the proper- quantity 

of blarny to his audience he hoped they would not only be 

liberal in feeling but also in their pockets. He was a 

sharp spruce looking hick who might be more readily taken 

for a gawky country beau than an ambassador from God. His 

cravat was tied not tastily & neatly but in the manner of 

the latest fashions and his shirt collar was equally as 

broad as mine which you know is not very narrow, but dif¬ 

fering in this particular, that mine is turned down, whilst 

his running to a point projected up to his eyes like the 

horns of the moon and shoving up his ears it seemed almost 

to lift him off the ground. He looked like he would have 

to mount a stump to spit over his cravat. His name I 

knoweth not & if I knew it would be useless to give; he 

may probably be really a serious man in spite of his collar 

and a sincere Christian in spite of his "false bosom." 

I noticed in the congregation among the ladies a due 

proportion of beatuy, and among the men the usual order 

[of] dignity and appearance. Indeed so far as looks and 

propriety of conduct & behavior was concerned I doubt 

whether you could find in a similar promising assemblage 

of the same number, a larger share of it in any parts of 

my own State. Two ladies particularly struck my attention, 

one of them was married, whom I afterwards saw at Mr 
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Thompson's, whose personal attractions as well as 

gracefullness of manners which united dignity with ease, 

and elegance with simplicity would have adorned & enlivened 

the proudest mansion in any country. To me she looked like 

a lost pleaide shaken from the bands of Orion & was wander¬ 

ing out of its proper sphere. The other lady had mild blue 

eyes, skin that would shame the snow, and features of pleas¬ 

ing regularity, and nothing wanting to make her a belle of 

the first water [except] life & animation. I called her 

the dead beauty. 

From a young physician [,] a native of Virginia & a 

man of intelligence & good breeding [, ] I procured some 

68 
calomel and Quinine and leaving the encampment returned 

to my lodgings with a high fever. 

Monday morning I bid adieu to Mr Thompson and his 

worthy lady, some little recreated in feelings but wofully 

69 
deficient in strength; and passing thro' St. Augustine, 

a new town with a few framed buildings & a population of 

a hundred souls or more, I arrived about one oclock at Mr 

70 
George Teels, almost entirely exhausted, where I dined 

and tarried until next morning tortured all the while 

with a burning fever & most excruciating head ache. I 

found the gentleman & his wife polite & kind enough; but 

there was on the premises a silent down cast selfish 
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looking man against whom I could not help contracting a 

strong prejudice mainly on the account of his appearance 

& phrenological developments.^ I saw stinginess indel¬ 

ibly stamped upon his countenance and strongly developed 

72 
in the appropriate organ; and accordingly when he went 

to feed my mare this prinicple of his nature was fully 

displayed. I was too unwell at the time to attend to 

feeding her myself, but on going to the stable in a 

short time after, I found not a blade of oats [, ] fodder 

or a grain of corn. There was in the trough some five or 

[six] cobs which the hungry creature was laboring to mas¬ 

ticate to the detriment of her nether jaw. Believing that 

his old corn was rather scarce to feed bountifully with it 

I concluded that I would give her green corn rather than 

she should suffer for the want of food, and accordingly 

proposed to him to let the negro boy gather some foder 

from the field, to which he yielded a reluctant assent 

saying that he was affraid the stripping of the stalk 

would injure the ear; the boy came with a few blades not 

more than I could span with one hand, and that was about 

all which I [could] wrench from this man whom I will call 

73 
Gripus. To me its astonishing how a human rational re¬ 

flecting being can get his . . . [conscience] to play so 
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low and mean a part and make money by such inhuman means. 

Such a man should not only be doomed to travel like the 

two pilgrims to mecca with peas in their shoes, but they 

should perforce route on a half allowance of bread & water 

and even this [penance] would hardly attone for the inhum¬ 

anity of half feeding a traveller's hungry & jaded horse. 

I had much rather that my own meals should be abridged by 

the tavern keeper than that he should be starved; and when 

I left Mr T the next morning in settling my bill I felt 

that I would rather have paid four fold & had my animal 

well provided for with water & provender. 

74 
From Mr Teels I went to a man by the name of Martin 

about 20 miles [away] where I remained until next morning 

when I sat out in company with a stranger & reached Nacog¬ 

doches about 11 oclk it being Wednesday morning. Thus you 

perceive from Natchitoches to this place [Nacogdoches], I 

was [a] few hours more than 7 days coming; the distance 

being I should say 130 miles altho' it is [marked] on the 

75 map only one hundred. 

And now after this long rigamarole, I fancy I hear 

you exclaim — "What does all this amt to ~ what care I 

about how far you rode & where you tarried — what doth it 

signify to me who you saw; who fed your brute; who stinted 
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her allowance. I want to know something of the face of the 

country, the character of its soil and the facilities of 

transportation." True the letter is altogether unimpor¬ 

tant & worthless; but since you will insist upon my writing 

lengthyly you must expect them [the letters] porportionally 

dull St heavy. And as for the kind of information which you 

desire I can impart all which I have been able to gather in 

very few words.. . . 

Directly we crossed the Sabine, the lands were 

altogether of a different nature; the whole face of the 

77 
country varies from the east side of the stream. It aP” 

pears that [the] stream is not only the dividing line be¬ 

tween the Govts but also a dividing line between the barren 

& the fertile lands, for directly after crossing it I 

passed thro1 a skirt of pinewoods about 4 miles in width; 

and then struck upon a dark deep red soil which presented 

one unvaried appearance of complexion & fertility for   

78 79 
miles until I reached the Attoyac river. This part of 

80 
the country is known in Texas as the red lands. I was 

told that the[y] extended on the left side of the road 

nearly to the Galveston Bay, on the right side further than 

has as yet been explored by the whites. The lands certain¬ 

ly look fine and doubtless are productive, but I should 
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judge they were of a thirsty nature & would require a good 

quantity of rain, which the settlers seem not to expect. 

The rains in the summer here are few & far between. I 

have been told that they rarely ever have a seasonable 

year; yet they all seem to calculate upon a good crop of 

whatever they plant, whether it rains or not. This year 

has been very dry yet I noticed corn & cotton that prom- 

81 
ised a rich harvest. This I attribute to the freshness 

of the fields; I cannot [believe] that when the soil 

shall have been cultivated for several years & repeatedly 

exposed to the sun, that they will be able to realize what 

they now gather without copious & frequent rains. The 

soil is deep and will last well. I noticed along the road 

a good deal of indifferent corn, low yellow, fired & with 

very small ears. Mr Thompson where I tarried a few days 
« 

told me that he expected if it did not rain to make 12 

hundred pounds of cotton to the acre in a small field which 

attracted my attention; but if it should prove seasonable 

82 
from now out, he would make double that; but his land 

was unusually good & situated on a small creek. The red 

lands are well watered; and the streams do not dry up as 

on the east side of the Sabine. 
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After crossing the Attoyac river which we would call 

a creek as I have said above the land changes. The soil 

is light and thin with sandy foundation? occasionally in¬ 

terspersed with strips of the red land, but generally 

very poor much of it not reaching what we call in Geo. 

the third quality. This continues to Nacogdoches. From 

the Sabine to this place the country is not hilly or moun¬ 

tainous but gently undulating, and very badly timbered. 

The size and nature of the timber here is no indication 

of the depth or fertility of the soil. The richest part 

of the red lands have hardly enough trees sufficiently 

strait & tall for rails to fence it. It is oak, hickory, 

83 
black jack & post oak, nearly all of it of scrubby 

growth; except on the water courses, and even on them 

there are thick sturdy growth[s] of towering trees as 

characterize the low forests of Alabama Florida & Georgia. 

To me the country seems delightful? the woods green with 

grass? abundantly watered? very easily cleared and remark¬ 

ably fertile when opened. I know of no possible objection 

to the country except two, its inconvenience to market and 

the apprehension that the lands in a few years will require 

more rain than usually falls in this country during the 

summer season. With regard to the facility of market the 
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Red river is the only certain navigable stream for all the 

produce of the country from this place to Natchitoches. 

There is the Sabine, but I cannot assertain with certainty 

84 
whether it is navigable or not; many say that it will be 

with a little clearing out; my own impression I have al¬ 

ready expressed in another part of this letter. By reffer- 

ence to the map you will perceive that I have been speaking 

85 of the lands contained in the three grants of Zavala, 

86 87 
Vehlein and Burnet. These grants are consolidated & 

owned by what is called the "galveston Bay & Texas land 

88 
company." 

89 
At Nacogdoches, a Dr Hart stepped into the office 

[of] a Judge with whom he felt agriev[d] in some way, & 

laying a brace of pistols on the table invited the man of 

Law to take one & settle the dispute between them by this 

ancient & honorable trial by battle; this was certainly 

exalting the military above the Civil authority; and the 

90 
honorable man of the green bag & wool sack, having once 

91 
taken up arms in Nacogdoches against this very principle, 

could not consistently with his past conduct & present pro¬ 

fession, do otherwise than decline the honor which the 

chivalrous Knight of the Pestle politely intended. The 

result of the matter was, that the Dr had judgement 
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pronounced against his pistols, fined 50 dollars for the 

indignity offered to our officer of Govt & 50 dollars to 

the Judge himself for the fright & for some other cause 

unknown. ... 

The Skirmish between 

92 
the Americans & the Soldiers at Nacogdoches, Augt 1834 

The hystory of this transaction is variously related? but 

I am told by good authority that the real cause of the 

difficulty has never been given to the public? the osten¬ 

sible cause assigned was that the commandant of the Gar¬ 

rison was opposed to Santa Annas cause, & that he wished 

to erect the military over the civil authority? The rea¬ 

son which has been imparted to me is this? that there was 

in Nacogdoches a young man*, who was suspected of being 

rather more intimate than Spanish manner permitte[d] with 

a lady whose exclusive attention the Commandant of the 

troops at Nacogdoches wished & had been in the habit of 

monopolizing. A correspondence ensued between the parties? 

93 
the Commandant, whose name was Joseph Pe-ed-dras, 

94 
threatened the young Don Juan? the Alcalda of the place 

95 
took sides with this amerous Lothario, and after some 

(*This man is now Judge) see an adventure with Dr Hart. . . 
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excitement the Commandant threatened him with the pope. 

The young man & his friend the Alcalda now appealed to 

the people to protect the civil authority against military 

domination; and under the full impression that their lives 

& liberty were eminently endangered, the people flocked 

together from the country & well as the town, and prepared 

to assault the Fort. 

Before any attack was made however, it came across 

the minds of the agitators that it would be well for them 

to have some plausible apology for the proceeding to the 

Central Govt which was nothing more than Santa Anna himself. 

A proposition was accordingly addressed to the commandant, 

that if he would avow his devotion to the cause of Santa 

Anna, & repudiate the opposing Royal power, that the people 

would disperse & [leave] the fort unassailed. 

Now when they appealed to the people, they said 

nothing about the Commandants partiality to what they termed 

the royal cause in the Central Govt; they were assembled to 

protect the Civil authority from being exterminated by the 

military and yet now a word on this point was urged to the 

commandant; . . . 

A gentlman who figured in the fighting gave me these 

as his views; & told me that if he had known as much about 
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the origin & motives of the parties before as he learnt 

after the battle, he would not have mingled in it. 

Now I am decidedly opposed to the principle of 

quartering troops in any country in times of peace. If 

I were asked what is the most certain & fatal Govt to 

liberty, I would answer a military one. . . . Let no 

one then charge me with being friendly to military es¬ 

tablishment in this or any other govt; ... at the same 

time I would not have it understood that I approve of the 

taking of the Garrison at Nacogdoches for the private 

cause which has been assigned for the act. If that cause 

be the true & real one, I can only say the Commandant of 

the fort on the one point and the prime movers of the 

posse on the other were acting from the same principle, 

the accomplishment of private ends . . . by an appeal to 

military force .... 

Leaving the question as to the motives of the parties, 

let us proceed to the fight itself. The fight commenced 

early & lasted till late; no serious damage done; at night 

the Garrison decamped & pushed toward [the] Angelina; a 

party of Americans about 20 pursued and headed them the 

next day before they crossed the stream. A consultation 

was held among the Americans to know whether they should 
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give the enemy battle? The foe was 400 strong, the other 

party 20 only? One of this little band concluded that the 

inequality in numbers was so great as to make it the hight 

of folly & madness to engage in open battle, & declined 

the conflict? the others joined by the gentleman at whose 

house they were consulting only about 100 yds from [the] 

96 
river, they marched down to the banks & found on the 

other side the enemy ready for their reception. The en¬ 

emy demanded what they wanted? they replied that they were 

the advance guard of the Brasos army. The stream is very 

narrow, it was almost fighting breast to breast? a few 

fierce fires ensued, and the army of 20 had to retreat, 

having however none of its men either killed or wounded, 

whilst their own fires on the enemy counted pretty well 

2 dead & several wounded. The Spaniards now crossed the 

river and marched toward the house where the other party 

had retreated. Unable to contend in open conflict, stra- 

tigem was resorted to, the Americans kept such incessant 

moving about pres[en]ting themselves at every crack & 

corner of the dwelling & the out house as to induce the 

belief that the forces were much larger than had been ex¬ 

hibited on the river. They had indeed been reinforced 

amounting in all to 60. Perceiving as they (the Enemy) 
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thought that every crack in the house was a port hole, 

the Spanish forces were affraid to advance, and finally 

hoisted a white flag for parley & or négociation. The 

propri[e]tor of the premises at the signal sent his son, 

a lad of 18, to know what they designed or desired; the 

young man told them that the americans were flowing rapidly, 

& that 800 were in an hour's march. This threw them into 

panic; the Americans, then proposed that if they would 

surrender their arms & ammunition, they might proceed 

unmolested on their way thro' the country; if not, the 

forces present would battle with them until the advancing 

army should arrive. The proposition was assented to; the 

munitions of war was yielded & themselves surrendered as 

prisoners; the expected reinforcement never made its ap¬ 

pearance, and the Spaniards after learning the stratigem 

were permitted to depart on their journey from the 

97 
count[r]y. 

98 
Dr Hoxey informs me that the commander of this 

party who commanded also at the attack at Nacogdoches, was 

99 
afterwards hung for murder. He was a man of tolerable 

fair character, popular with the people & had property. 

A pedlar had been murdered & robbed, and one of the party 

committing the murder, turned states evidence & swore that 
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this man (the commandant) whose name I don't remember, 

together with another were the murderers; whereupon he 

was tried & executed together with his other accomplice, 

both protesting their innocense to the last under the 

gallows. . . . 

My Journey Continued 

I left Nacogdoches Tuesday 28th July 1835 in company 

of a man named Frank Adams living near St Philipe. I 
», 

left in extremely bad health, coughing blood & burning 

with the bilious fever? the weather extremely hot; my 

sufferance was excessive; about 17 miles we reach[ed] a 

100 
house (Mr Costleys) where I was so entirely overcome 

that death seemed to be upon me; I took [a] cup of Tea, 

101 
and late in the evening proceeded to Mr Joseph Dust's? 

where I lay for 6 days with a burning fever taking tartar 

Calomel & other medicine all the while until I became al¬ 

most helpless. ... I coughed up bile as bitter as Qui¬ 

nine mixed with the mucus from lungs. I afterward tried 

Tartar at night, like to have died under the operation. 

102 
The next morning swallowed a heavy dose of blue masses 

103 
and rhubarb & aloes. This left me nerveless. My 

stomach was injured by the Tartar, have not been able to 

digest any thing since; dyspectic as the devil; but the 

fever seems to have left me & I am now trying the Quinine. 
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I found Mr Dust an open independent man with a good 

show of intelligence, who imparted to me much useful & 

interesting information. He treated me with the polite¬ 

ness & kindness of a gentleman; and on expressing my de¬ 

termination to make an effort to proceed on my Journey, 

104 
he promptly tendered me the loan of his Jersey waggon 

to carry me to another Stand about 28 miles, which I with 

gratitude accepted. One of his negroes rode my mare, and 

[a] Mexican hired by Dust drove the waggon whilst I lay 

stretched in the bottom burning with the fever. About 3 

105 
oclk we reached Mr McClains my destined point. I asked 

the driver what I should pay him for his trouble; he re¬ 

plied nothing; but as he had been very attentive to me in 

sickness 1 gaive him 2 dollars [,] a pr of martingales 

& a spur. 

Mr McClane I found to be a snug farmer, well fixed, 

good man, but a most selfconceited dunce, who had read 

some newspapers about 10 years ago & thought himself 

master of the politics of the world. I attempted oc¬ 

casionally to urge some of my own views in opposition to 

his, but I never could so express myself as to be under¬ 

stood. I have frequently been placed in this situation 

where I completely failed in every effort to render myself 
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intelligible. I went to McClains with the expectation 

[of] remaining some time until I should improve in 

strength Sc health; but I found him so little enclined 

to enquire into my wants & volunteer assistance that 

after one day's & 2 nights' intolerable suff[er]ing I 

106 
bid adieu to him and set off for Mr Master ' s where I 

was informed that I would be reed with politeness & treated 

kindly; the distance was twelve miles only, but so scorch¬ 

ing was my fever this morning, & so debilitated was I by 

the medicine taken the day before, that I liked to have 

died on the way; I succeded however in reaching the place, 

where I am at this moment, penning this memorandum. 

The lands from Nacogdoches to this place, may be 

pronounced generally of the second quality, very seldom 

except one water course rising above it and often falling 

107 
below it & rising into barroness. Between the Angeline 

108 
& the Naches 16 or 18 miles we pass thro some pra[i]rie, 

poor Sc like all prairie without water. From the Naches to 

Master's the country gradually improves a little; and here 

we find good land; we strike into the black prairie; Sc 

bid adieue, a final adieu to all good water. 

From Nacogdoches to this place, though represented 

as the first class of land, yet it will sustain a 



26 

population sufficiently dense for an agricultural people 

Though it have much barron land it has a great deal of 

2nd quality and some of the first fertility. 

From the Sabine to the Attoyac I would say abounded 

in the best lands, best water, & would admit of the most 

dense population of any of the country that I have yet 

passed over ; From the Attoyac to this place I would say 

was of varied quallities, some little very fertile, but 

the large portion of it either of second quality or run¬ 

ning into barreness. How the Count[r]y from the Sabine 

which 1 call the woodland country to the Trinity will 

compare with the prairie which commences after crossing 

[the] trinity and terminates I know not where I shall yet 

have to see. From Nacogdoches to the Angelina I call it 

22 miles [ ;] from thence to the Naches 16 miles ? thence 

to McLean's 7 miles? thence to this place Mr Master's 14 

miles? making in the whole 59 miles. From here to the 

109 
Trinity I am told it is 36 miles .... 

In Georgia we cannot judge of the country generally 

by the lands on the road, for the roads are usually run 

on the high and most barren ridges? but here there are no 

high ridges to select for good roads, for the whole face 

of the count [r]y is gently undulating & so uniform, that a 
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road in one place is as good as an other; the country 

thro' which they pass is usually a fair specimen of the 

country for some distance on either side. . . . 

110 
From Masters' I proceeded to Mr Aldridges, about 

20 miles, passing thro' land var[y]ing much in its quality 

but the poor predominated; after leaving Aldridges a few 
111 

miles I passed thro' the Mustang Prairie, a large beauti¬ 

ful Prairie standing alone surrounded by woodland, the soil 

good; 12 miles further brought me to the Trinity, making 

the distance from Masters to this river 37 miles, but I 
112 

should say it was fully 100 the distance generally stated. 

From Masters' to the river the country is about equal 

divided between prairie & woodland; and such I presume it 

is all the way down to the bay on the left & far into the 

count[r]y up the river. The lands on the Trinity are good; 

first rate, but much of the bottom lands subject to over¬ 

flow. It is the best navigable stream in the territory; 

being capable of Keelboat navigation with certainty for 

6 to 9 months in the year, and by a great many it is said 

113 
that it is as good [as] the red river for Steam boats. 

I left Dusts Tuesday 4th Augt reached McClain's that night; 

left there Thursday morning,- reach[ed] Masters about 12 

Oclk the same day; left Masters Monday 10 reached Aldridge's 
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114 
same day; left there next morning reached Robbins at 

the Trinity 11. departed next morning which was Wednesday 

12 Augt. 

Whilst at Mr Masters1 I was treated with extreme 

kindness both by himself, his lady & family. To one of 

the daughters I made a present of a fine cable chain for 

which I gave $40. The present was so rich & beyond her 

notions of liberality that I really believe she thot I 

was practising a fraud & that the chain was only brass. 

I gave it her inconsequence of her attention to me in 

sickness, being the first young lady that had paid any 

regard whatever to my suffering. I felt afterwards that 

the gift was not an appropriate one? a few yds of Callico 

& such like articles of dress to the tenth part of the 

value would perhaps have pleased her better? and besides 

I was forcibly reminded of the unsuitableness, by seeing 

her afterwards sitting on the same bench with one of her 

fathers strapping negro fellows, in high converse with him. 

My feelings of this would have been most horribly shocked 

if I had not previously noticed the equality that existed 

in the family between the blacks & the whites, the former 

having an equal if not superior authority. Here too I was 

115 
most kindly treated by Major Lewis, a merchant just 

opening a store. He paid much attention to me, ministered 
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to my wants, promoted my comforts; and made me a fine 

present of a pair of green spectacles silver framed. He 

left for Nacogdoches on Sunday & I for the Trinity on 

Monday. At Aldridges nothing worthy of remark; At Rob¬ 

bins on the Trinity, I met a company of 25 or 6 men re¬ 

turning from an expedition after the Indians. Robbins 

himself was one of the number. They had proceeded far 

enough to ascertain that it was prudent to go no further 

& returned without reaping any laurels, which perhaps they 

regretted less than the loss of the expected plunder. 

Whilst at Dusts' there stopped two or three more who 

were from Alabama after the McGhee's fugitives from jus¬ 

tice who had murdered two young lads and fled to this 

count[r]y; a large reward had stimulated these men to 

116 
make an effort to bring them to justice ; but they 

seemed to me not qualified for the undertaking, wanting 

especially in prudence & secrecy. 

There tarried also a Dr whose name I know not & 

desire never to know, who said he was no practising physi¬ 

cian but was tolerable efficient in the old system and a 

perfect master in the new. What he meant by the old [and] 

new system[s] I was curious to know, when he informed [me] 

that the one was the mineral & phlebotomizing system; that 

is the puking [,] purging & bleeding method; and the latter 



was the more recent & inf alible plan of steaming [, ] 

roasting [,] boiling & baking. He was in fact either a 

calomel doctor or a steam physician and kindly proffered 

me his assistance in either system I might prefer to be 

117 
treated. I politely declined his services by telling 

him that I had just calomized myself pretty profoundly; 

& as for his steam, I would rather prefer the furnace [of] 

118 
a Shadrich [,] Meshac & Abednigo. He was of all men I 

ever met with the maned [est] fool and the most everlasting 

talker. He told a story about his curing one of his own 

children of some cutaneous sores by steam, in the absence 

of his wife who he said would never let him try it when 

at home. The process through which he carried the child, 

& its excruciating pangs & heart rending screams under the 

operation, as he discribed, made me look upon him in the 

light not only of a fool, but as a heartless demon, who 

should, for this very act, be condemned to the Penitentiary 

the ballance of his life. 

On the east side of the Trinity at Robbin's ferry 
119 

there is a large prairie, the extreme fertility of 

which attracted my attention, about 4 miles across. I 

found on enquiry that the whole tract was subject to in¬ 

undation, and that they sometimes have to ferry entirely 

across it. The lands on the Trinity are chiefly taken up; 
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very little good land unsurveyed within ten miles of the 

river. I am told the stream unlike the Colorado has a 

rocky foundation and firm banks; the channel of conse¬ 

quence is not subject to those changes & fluctuations of 

the Colorado which is loose & sandy and often varying its 

channel. The Trinity is said to be navigable up to what is 

120 
called the Three Forks about 50 miles by land above 

where I crossed it. From Robbins I proceded 9 miles to an 

121 
old man's house (Larison's) passing thro' poor land; 

122 
thence 15 miles to Simms [;] land still poor, most of it 

pra[i]rie. Arrived at Simms Wednesday 12; rained next day 

so that I could not travel; left Simms Friday 14th arrived 

123 
that forenoon at the Sulpher Springs 21 miles. The 

Sulpher Spring affords water nothing different as far as 

I could perceive by the taste & smell, from the Indian 

Springs in Geo. It is situated near a Creek called rocky 

Creek; which is the only running water I have met with from 

Nacogdoches to this place, [a] distance upwards of 140 miles 

with the exception of the Trinity river. This Creek heads 

about 7 miles above the Sulpher Spring, breaking from some 

pine barren hills; the water hath nothing of lime or salt 

in it but is clear cool free stone water; & this is the 

cause of its being perennial. 

I 
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Just before I crossed this Creek I passed through a 

large swamp, the first of any magnitude I had seen in the 

country, with a large Creek through it called Ceader Creek, 

now entirely dry. The Swamp is not heavily timbered or 

difficult of clearing, the growth being principally small 

stunted Ceadersy the Soil is of the richest possible Kind,* 

I was told that it occasionally overflows but very seldom. 

After crossing this fertile swamp & passing about a quarter 

of a mile over barren sandy land, I came to the beautiful 

stream just mentioned [,] Rocky Creek, which seems to run 

parallel with the other. I arrived at the Sulpher Spring 

about 12 Oclk pretty much exhausted with fatigue; I drank 

some of the water which greatly increased my appetite so 

that when dinner came on I played altogether too active a 

part with the Knife & fork, which soon threw me into a 

burning fever. I found no accomodations at the Spring, 

only one family being there, who furnished provisions to the 

visitants but had no lodgings or horse-feed. I had accord¬ 

ingly had to decamp in the eveningy and going about 3..miles , 
124 

tarried with a Mr. Whitaker burning up the livelong night 

with fever. I took medicine about nine Oclok in hopes of 

being able next morning to proceed on my journey, but mor¬ 

ning found me with a violent headach & an exhausted frame. 
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In the evening however [ * ] late [, ] I left Whitakers 

in company with a young man who like myself was sick & 

125 
proceeded to Mrs Bomans 8 miles. The young man had 

on the left temple near the eye a horrible scar, which I 

was told he reed about a year ago, in the followings viz - 

about 15 miles from this point, wh[i]lst travelling he 

stopped at a branch or brook to refresh himself, and as 

he was stooping down, drinking in the stream, he reed a 

dreadful blow on the head which laid him for a few minutes 

senseless; his pockets were rifled, & he [was] left for 

dead, but he recovered in time to see the villian who had 

struck & robbed him? mounting his horse the young man flew 

to a neighboring house, told his story & the villian was 

immediately pursued & apprehended? but afterwards made his 

escape it is supposed by the connivance of those in whose 

custody he was placed. His name was Scott and is thought 

to be a bright mulattoe passing for a white man? it is fur¬ 

ther suspicioned from several circumstances that he had 

murdered his master & thereby came into possession of fine 

clothes that he sold because he could not wear them, and 

of the effects which is supposed to have purchased his 

release. He is now about San Antonio. 

The party apprehending Scott, took his effects [,] 

divided them amongst themselves & then one of the party 
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affecting to be his friend pretended to have contrived a 

plan for his escape; it was in this way that scott fled; 

but he has since sued for the recovery of his property & 

for damages; the young man has not indited Scott for the 

assault; but will highly probably wait until Scott re¬ 

covers his three thousand dollars from his apprehenders & 

then receive half the sum not to commence action; this is 

the way they usually settle affairs here. 

Left Whitakers Saturday evening 15 and proceded to Mrs 

Boman's 8 or 10 miles; tarried all night and went next mor- 

126 
ning to Dr Hoxey’s 18 miles in what is called Coles' 

settlement. ^ ^ 

[Lamar apparently returned to Washington some time between 

August 18 and August 31, after a stay at Coles' Settlement.] 

. . . The people are now divided into peace & war 

128 
parties. [The latter] are . . . anxious to excite the 

people into immediate revolution. They [are] holding 

meeting[s] in various places. . . . I attended one of their 

129 
meetings held at Washington on Monday the 31st August, 

where I mingled in the discussion. The meeting was all 

confusion; the people knew nothing of what they had assem¬ 

bled for & retired as ignorant as they came; they are 

dammd stupid & easily ruled by Demagogues & factions. . . . 
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I tarried in Washington Monday & Tuesday, & left 

there on Wednesday morning & went about 13 miles on the San 

, , 13( 
Philipe road & staid all night at a house[,] Lawrences[,] 

where I fared worse than at any place since I have been in 

Texas. Thursday morning I proceeded 7 miles to a Mr 

Foster's where I am at this time? here I stopped for the 

131 
purpose of attending a camp meeting in the neighborhood. 

Foster was an old man, not inteligent but honest and 

hospitable; his wife a fine woman? they live better than 

almost any person I tarried with in my travels. Saturday 

9th [i.e. 5th] X visited the Camp Ground? the assembly 

small[,] 100 people; good in appearance and behavior? and 

the preaching tolerably good. On Sunday morning 10th 

[i.e. 6th] left fosters for San Philipe, but took the wrong 

end of the road and travelled 7 miles on the back tract to 

132 a man by the name of Beaucham, a poor man but industri¬ 

ous and better fixed for living comfortably than any man 

in his neighborhood; his situation is a fine one and well 

improved, all done by himselfe? here I staid until Wednes¬ 

day morning when I sat out once more for san Philipe and 

traveled in the forenoon 20 miles to dinner at Mr Edwards, 

passing over a very extensive prairie, the largest I had 

passed through[,] of poor soil[,] almost an entire sandbed. 

In the after noon I continued my ride to San Philip 
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miles swi[mm]ing one creek and reached this grand Metropolis 

of Austin's Colony about Sunset? making the longest days 

ride thus far, 32 miles; . . . 

Arrived at San Philippe Wednesday 9th Septr. Staid 

133 
a day or two at Johnson’s tavern; but faring badly, I 

134 
removed to Mrs Peyton's and fared a great deal worse. 

X3S 136 
Attended dinner given to Austin. Got Joseph Baker D 

137 
to read Almonta's book to me. Left San Fillipe Friday 

25th[,] passed Marion, Columbia, Brazoria, and arrived at 

yalascoe, on 26th Sept Saturday. Tarried there at 

138 
Brown's. Mrs Brown a darn'd hansome woman, & sensible 

enough. Brown himself morose, selfish, & inclined to 

139 
dictatorial violence. I liked him not. Hawkins, 

barkeeper who married an older sister of Mrs Brown, I 

liked better. The female portion of the family treated 

me with much neglect. Kept damd nasty table & as scanty 

in variety & quantity as it was filthily prepared. A 

pretty woman to keep a dirty table! Oh! hell! The lady 

did not like the boarders of "low degree” tho' they paid 

their dollar a day, to eat too much of the stinking beeff; 

as for butter & milk & such things, scarce as hen's teeth. 

140 
After subscribing $5.00 to erect a fort at Valascoe, 

141 
I left the place in the boat Laura, & arrived at Brazoria 

on Thursday 8th Octr Thursday. 20 miles by land. Stopped 
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at the public taverp,. but the fare so horrible , that I 

’ 142 
left for Mrs. Long. She keeps superb house. 

Whilst at Valasco, I started by water for N.0.[;] got 

sick crossing the bar & returned. Took an excursion in 

143 144 
the steam boat to Bernard for oysters; found few 

small ones. Several ladies on board, I spoke to none — 

none that I wished to speak to  



Natives of Texas 

The natives of Mexico, when invaded by Cortez was 

in a much higher state of moral and intellectual cultiva¬ 

tion than is usually supposed. They were ignorant of the 

arts & customs of other countries, but they possessed much 

useful & true Knowledge among themselves, apparantly de¬ 

rived from no civilized nation,but entirely the growth of 

their own country. This is manifest from the stupendous 

works of arts and monuments of ingenuity which were des¬ 

troyed by the above brutal & ferocious invader who treated 

this people as an ignorant race [,] himself however not 

knowing a letter in the alphabet. Besides this their 

system of religion was pure and uncorrupted by supersti¬ 

tion or human depravity? they taught that there was but 

one God, whose Emblem was the Sun, and the golden precept 

was the foundation of their creed that all men were breth¬ 

ren & that we should do -to one another as we would be done 

by. . . . 

They are of dark swarthy complexion, darker than 

the inhabitants of old Spain & not possessing the clear 

red of the Indians. They all have black hair & eyes. 

The mexican women tho far from hansome are remarkable for 

their elegance of carriage and the gracefulness with which 
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they wear the mantle .... The same remark applies to 

the man; they seem to be as I presumed they are in fact, 

an intermediate race, ... varying in their complexion 

as the Castilian or Mantazuma blood prevails. Genl Pike 

says he met with one fair female Mexican who was by way 

145 
of distinction called "the girl with light hair." 

They are both men & women, kind and hospitable but des¬ 

titute of energy & enterprize, more indolent than the 

savages without their patriotism or war-like disposition. 

They are extremely fond of singing, dancing and such 

amusements .... 

These people have long been in possession of the 

finest country in the world, embracing every variety of 

soil, climate &c; a country equally adapted for making 

sugar, wine, cotton, corn, tobacco, grazing & wool grow¬ 

ing, and yet from their constitutional & habitual indol¬ 

ence & inactivity they have suffered these advantages 

to remain unimproved and now have the regret if they are 

capable of making the reflection of seeing the country pass 

into the possession of another people, and all the blessings 

which they might have reaped, flow to a race whose presence 

must, if not totally operate their extinction, at least 

keep them in a state of poverty and degradation. The 

greatest bounty of providence they have neglected to 
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improve and enjoy, and have parted with, without even a 

mess of pottage in return. Yet these people seem not de¬ 

ficient in natural genious. They have a taste in music, 

painting, & sculpture, and I doubt not if properly cul¬ 

tivated would be found equal to any of the Americans. 

They seem particularly to have a taste for the mechanic 

arts. The skill & ingenuity evinced in the manufacturing 

of various articles, useful & ornamental, of gold silver 

& wood is evidence enough of their capacity & their happy 

adaptation for mechanical & manufacturing pursuits .... 

If the climate be too relaxing for them to pursue agri¬ 

cultural life [with] vigor and success, they might have 

directed their attention to employments better suited to 

their climate & habits & disposition; they might have be¬ 

come a manufact[ur]ing people; and growing their own wool 

and cotton & silk, the finest in the world, with little 

labor or exertion, they might have rivalled the European 

nations and secured to themselves the trade of their agri¬ 

cultural neighbors [the] American people. But instead of 

realizing these blessings, they have preferred to languish 

in indolince & poverty, and have suffered the most delight¬ 

ful province under the sun to continue for more than a 

146 
century unreclaimed & unenjoyed. 



The Comanchas 

These indians inhabit the mountainous district 

of San Saba, which they cross both in the Spring & Autumn, 

& where they deposit their family occasionally during their 

long expeditions. . . . 

The Comanchas are warlike and fight on horseback; 

they drill themselves & horses on the prairie; their 

mode of fight is to form a circle round their enemy, & 

keep riding round & round like circus riders, constantly 

drawing nearer the enemy, until they get in shot of them; 

they then draw their arrows and commence attack, still 

keeping up their circular gallop; narrowing or widening 

the circle as they are successful in the fight or are 

repelled by the encompassed enemy. . . . The horses 

are well trained to this mode of combat; they go into 

battle & perform their part without the necessity of 

the bit; performing just as well by having a simple rope 

tied round their mane & used by the rider as a bridle. 

A traveller who had been amongst them told me 

that on one occasion when the news had reached the village 

where he tarried, that two of their popular Captains had 

been slain in war [,] a large band of them gathered with 

their various instruments of music & approached the tent 

in which he lay, and played at the door many mournful & 
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truly affecting airs, the women singin[g] at the same 

time; & thus proceeded to every tent in the village. 

Notwithstanding his apprehensions for his own safety, the 

traveller says he could not refrain from weeping at this 

requi[e]m of the dead. 

By the same individual I am informed that their 

tents are made of Buffaloe skins tanned or dressed per¬ 

fectly white. They sew together a number of hides, mak¬ 

ing a long roll of it. When they wish to pitch a tent, 

they form a circular frame work of forks & hickory 

with[e]s around which they wrap this roll of skins 

beginning at the ground and winding round until they 

reach the top leaving a small hole for the escape of 

the smoke; the entrance into the tent is a small hole 

just large enough for a man to creep through; thus form¬ 

ing a habitation very much in its outward configuration 

resembling a hornet's nest, and having inwardly very 

much also of the hornet-temperament & severity. . . . 

In hunting Buffaloe, about a hundred will turn 

out and after surrounding them they set the dogs on them 

& get them greatly confused, then pouring a shower of 

arrows among them, they call off the dogs & all retire; 

the wounded portion of the herd growing sick, are 
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anxious to lie down; and it is then that [the] Comanchas 

come upon them again & make easy prey of them. After 

wounding them, if the fight be kept up, the animal be¬ 

comes enraged and will make hot war upon their pursuers, 

or run entirely off? but if left alone immediately after 

being wounded, they lie down, grow sick, & become incom¬ 

petent for fight or flight. The Indians prefer to drive 

them between mountains if practicable. Sometimes they 

hurry large droves over tremendous precipices, hundreds 

falling pell mell & are dashed to death on the rocks below. 

Being a wandering people, they are entire 

strangers to the feeling so ardently cherished by other 

tribes, and I may say by the human race: viz — attach¬ 

ment to country. They know nothing of the passion; where 

game abounds there is their home; and it matters not 

whether it be upon the luxurient & expansive prairie or 

among the stupendous precipices & rocks of a realm of 

mountains. With the mustang & the buff aloe no country 

is to rugged; and without them no fertile plains, no 

smiling,"no genial skies are at all inviting. All the 

beauties of nature, all the blessings of industry? all 

the luxuries that God and art have contributed to place 

within the reach of man, despised and unheeded by this 

iron race who seem to have no aim ambition or desire 
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beyond the Steed they ride and the beast they feed on, 

to eat, to drink [,] to sleep [,] to toss their strong 

& flexi[b]le limbs in the uncouth wildness of native 

liberty Sc unrestrained lisence. 

How different from this is it with the creeks 

Sc the Cherokees. Their attachment to the land of their 

fathers seem to increase, as the blessings of the land 

decline. After game has fled; after all which is to them 

desirable have passed away; their towns depopulated; 

their huts destroyed; their hunting grounds circum¬ 

scribed; when indeed every thing which was congenial to 

their feelings, and character [#], or associated with 

their habits, customs & pleasing recollections, have 

been extirpated by the gradual invades of civilization, 

yet still they cling to the spot of earth that affords 

them a scanty subsistance where their rights are not 

regarded [,] their inferiority is felt, without friends 

to alleviate distress or justice to afford protection, 

in prefference to removing to a country freely offered 

them [,] suited to their habits, where game abounds and 

individual & national prosperity may be revived as in 

the brightest period of their hystory. Are they told 

that they are friendless here, that their lands are in 

the hands of strangers, that their hunting grounds are 
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torn by the ploughshare? Are they told that they will 

have snug vallies in the west, where the buffaloe are as 

numerous as the leaves on the trees, where they can hunt 

the deer in freedom & catch the wild horse like herds of 

cattle, it is all in vain — they but cling to their native 

haunts the closer; these but bind them to their native 

.... _ 147 
hills the more. 



[Note on General James Long] 

Genl Long I am informed was a broken down 

physician; who having lost his practise by drunkenness 

being too lazy to labor, & too besotted to . . . steal, 

resorted to this means of restoring his ruined fortunes. 

Dubbing himself Genl he came to Texas & issued his hand¬ 

bills, proclamations, &c, calling on all who were patrio¬ 

tic to rally under his banner & make one more desperate 

struggle for the Independence of the Count[r]y. About 

40 or 80 vagabonds whose fortunes were about as desper¬ 

ate as their leader's obeyed the call & assembled at 

Nacogdoches where one poor solitary family alone resided. 

He was a merchant there with a few articles exclusively 

for indian trade. Long & all his following could not 

raise 100 dollars. It was therefore justifiable in such 

emergencies to press private property into the public 

service; this poor merchant accordingly was stripped of 

every thing & left pennyless. Genl Long's Widow is now 

living somewhere upon the coast; Long married her at 

Natches & spent her fortune & then went on this adventure. 

He was a Dr at Natches and lived extravagantly. 

From 1813 up to the settlement of the above 

merchant in 1819, a period of more than 5 years. 
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Nacogdoches had been entirely abandoned? not a single 

individual lived in the place, the . . . silence and 

solitude never broken except by travellers & traders 

passing thro on their way to Natchitoches .... In 

consequence of Long’s treatment to [the] trader above 

mentioned, the money subscribed at Natchitoches [,] 

about 100 dollars to out fit the expedition [, ] was with¬ 

held. Like Falstaffs army they had but one shirt, & as 

for his purpose & intent the prospect of pay or plunder 

suited not their schemes? & so when the Spaniards came 

148 
they scattered without the fire of a gun. 
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“Having just returned from a hasty visit to 
Texas, I have reluctantly consented to give to the 
public some account of my travels in that delightful 
province." Mirabeau B. Lamar, "journal of My Travels," 
p. [1]. 
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s.v."Palmer, John Williamson." 
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44 
Correspondence files, Woodson Research Center, 

Rice University Library 

45 
Lamar's route was the Old San Antonio Road, also 

called the Camino Real, or the King's Highway. The first 
provincial governor of Texas, Durango Terân de los Rios, 
established the road in 1691 as a direct route from Mon- 
clova, capital of the province at that time, to the 
Spanish Indian mission settlements in East Texas. "As 
officially marked, the road crossed the Sabine River at 
Gaines Perry, passed through Sabine, San Augustine, 
Nacogdoches, Cherokee, and Houston counties to the 
Trinity River? formed the boundary between Madison and 
Leon and Robertson and Brazos counties over most of the 
distance from the Trinity to the Brazos River? passed 
through Burleson, Lee, Bastrop, and between Hays and 
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Caldwell counties; and traversed Comal, Bexar, Atascosa, 
Frio, La Salle, Dimmitt, and Maverick counties to Pado 
de Francia on the Rio Grande, a distance of 540 miles." 
Walter Prescott Webb, ed. The Handbook of Texas. 2 vols. 
(Austin: The Texas State Historical Association, 1952) , 
2:309-10. 

46 
The Stokers lived about six miles northeast of 

present-day Many, Louisiana, on the portion of the Old 
San Antonio Road which is now Louisiana State Highway 6? 
nearby flows Stoker Branch. The double log cabin which 
housed several subsequent, generations of Stokers, and 
which was built some time after Lamar's visit but before 
1853, is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
In December, 1856, Frederick Law Olmsted stopped at 
"Mrs. Stoker's," where he was received cordially, "every 
house here expecting to do inn-duty." Frederick Law 
Olmsted, Journey Through Texas; or, a Saddle-Trip on the 
Southwestern Frontier (New York:Mason, 1861) , p. 61. 

47 
Fort Jesup, named for Brigadier General Thomas 

Sydney Jesup, Quartermaster General of the U.S. Army, 
was established in the spring of 1822. Located on a 
ridge between the Red and Sabine Rivers, twenty-five 
miles southwest of Natchitoches, the fort was intended 
to protect the Louisiana-Texas frontier. It was 
abandoned shortly after the annexation of Texas. Robert 
W. Frazer, Forts of the West (Norman: University of Ok¬ 
lahoma Press, 1965), pp. 60-63. 

48 General Edmund P. Gaines, as commander of the 
Western Department of the U.S. Army from 1821 to 1823, 
ordered Lieutenant Colonel Zachary Taylor to find the 
site for a permanent cantonment near the Louisiana- 
Texas border. The resulting Fort Jesup, occupied in 
the spring of 1822, was commanded by Taylor. James W. 
Silver, Edmund Pendleton Gaines, Frontier General 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1949), 
pp. 91-92. 

49 
Lamar's lodging expenses did not differ greatly 

from those recorded by other travelers to Texas during 
the same period. Charges for supper, a bed,and breakfast, 
and for feeding and stabling Lamar's horse, ranged from 
62-1/2 cents to $1.50. $1.00 to $1.50 were the charges 
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usually paid by other travelers, although Gray reported 
(with a shock) a $3.00 charge [made by wealthy plantation- 
owner Jared E. Groce], which was somewhat offset by the 
75<r fee he paid another host. Bollaert commented that 
Texas inns usually charged from $1.00 to $1.50, while 
farmers ordinarily offered their hospitality gratis. 
Few other travelers remarked on the generosity of 
farmers, however. William Bollaërt, William Bollaert's 
Texas, ed. by W. Eugene Holion and Ruth.Lapham Butler. 
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1956), p. 270; 
William Fairfax Gray, From Virginia to Texas, 1835: The 
Diary of colonel William Fairfax Gray (Houston: Gray, 
Dillaye & Co., 1909), pp. 118-19, 124, 143, 170-71? 
Olmsted, p. 61. 

50 
Benjamin W. Anderson, listed in the 1835 Sabine 

District census as a farmer aged seventy. Robert Bruce 
Blake,"R.B. Blake Research'Collection,"19:33; Carolyn R. 

Ericson, Nacogdoches — Gateway to Texas (Fort Worth: 
Arrow/Curtis Printing Co., 1974), p. 4. 

51 
Other reporters differed. Edward, who spent 

six months of 1835 in Texas, estimated that for two-thirds 
of the year, one hundred fifty miles of the Sabine were 
navigable by "larger vessels than can cross the lake 
[Sabine Bay], between its narrow banks and the Gulf." 
Bonnell, who first saw the river a year later, reported 
that "steam boats have ascended the Sabine river, a dis¬ 
tance of between three and four hundred miles, and I 
have no doubt it will prove navigable a much greater 
distance. George W. Bonnell, Topographical Description 
of Texas (Austin: Clark, Wing & Brown, 1840), pp. 9-10? 
David B. Edward, The History of Texas? or, The Emigrant's, 
Farmer's, and Politician's Guide . . . (Cincinnati, J.A. 
James & Co., 1836), p. 24. 

52 
James Gaines, a Virginian and cousin of Edmund 

Pendleton Gaines, moved permanently to Texas from Natch¬ 
itoches Parish, Louisiana, some time before 1820. He 
participated in the Magee-Gutierrez Expedition of 1812 
and the Long Expedition in 1819. Gaines operated a ferry, 
which bore his name, at the Sabine River crossing of the 
Old San Antonio Road, a main point of entry for immigrants 
from the southern states. Gaines represented the munici¬ 
pality of Sabine in the 1836 Convention and was a signer 
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53 
Numbers 283 and 284 of the Lamar Papers contain 

"Information Obtained in 1835 From Capt. Gaines on the 
Sabine." Gulick, 1:279-87. 

54 
Alcalde, or magistrate, of a municipality. As 

president of the ayuntamiento (town council) , he had 
considerable control over the town's political and eco¬ 
nomic affairs. Gray, p. 67; Webb, 1 :25. 

55 
The alcalde was required to be a resident of 

the municipality in which he served. Webb, 1 :25. 

56 
The 1835 Sabine census lists Anderson as 

seventy years old, husband of Jane (age forty-two) and 
father of James C. (thirty-four) as well as twelve other 
children ages one through eighteen. Jane was apparently 
Anderson's second wife, and James a son by the first Mrs. 

Anderson. The twelve younger children were probably 
Jane's. Blake, 19* 33; Ericson, p. 14. 

57 
Burrell (also spelled Burrel, Bure11, and 

Burrill) J. Thompson was a resident of the Sabine Dis¬ 
trict as early as 1829. In 1830, he acquired the 
Cristobal Chonca plantation on Palo Gaucho Bayou. 
Thompson's was also a stopping-place for travelers 
such as Adolphus Sterne. George L. Crocket, Two Cen¬ 
turies; a History of San Augustine County and Surround¬ 
ing Territory (Dallas: Southwest Press, 1932), p. 64; 
Adolphus Sterne, Hurrah for Texas 1 The Diary of Adolphus 
Sterne, 1838-1851, ed. by Archie P. McDonald (Waco: 
Texian Press, 1969), p. 137; San Augustine County Tax 
Rolls, 1839. 

58 
In The Genius of Christianity, Chateaubriand 

recounts an amazing event which he witnessed during a 
trip through upper Canada in 1791. In his camp, a 
rattlesnake was discovered, coiled in readiness to 
strike and shaking its rattlers ominously. A Canadian 
in the party produced a flute and began to play to the 
snake, which shortly ceased its rattling and relaxed 
from its coiled striking position, to become motion 
Jess in an "attitude of attention and pleasure." Then 
the flute-player, like the Pied Piper, slowly led the 
snake out of the camp. François August René Chateau¬ 
briand, The Genius of Christianity (Baltimore: Murphy, 
1856; reprint ed., New York: Fertig, 1976), p. 113. 
Lamar apparently confused his musical instruments. 



54 

^John Pierpont's poem "Airs of Palestine," first 
published in 1816, describes an episode suspiciously sim¬ 
ilar to Chateaubriand's. A pilgrim (this time in "Flori¬ 
da's untrodden woods") came upon a "coiling snake . . . 
[which] whirls his light tail, that threatens while it 
sings." The pilgrim then played a plaintive melody on 
his flute and the snake subsided and slithered away. 
John Pierpont, Airs of Palestine,and Other Poems (Boston, 
etc., J. Munroe, etc., 1840), p. 22. 

60 
Bilious fever (also called remittent fever or 

estivo-autumnal malaria) was regarded as one of the haz¬ 
ards to travelers or settlers in Texas. The fever was 
blamed on a wealth of causes: "miasma of the marshes," 
"heavy and constant rain," exposure to the sun, over¬ 
exertion, excitement (such as that just after the Sep¬ 
tember elections), and the usually unwholesome Texas 
diet of beef, bacon, cornbread, and coffee. Believed 
to cause the secretion of excess bile, bilious fever 
was considered to be extremely dangerous, often fatal 
within two days if not treated. Bollaert, p. 200; 
William R. Hogan, The Texas Republic; a Social and 
Economic History (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 
1946), p. 226. 

61 
During this period, refined quinine was begin- 

ing to be substituted for ground chinchona ("Peruvian") 
bark, from which it is derived. The former was more 
easily tolerated and was easier to administer in uniform 
doses. The unrefined bark, however, continued to be 
used. In October, 1835, the Brazoria newspaper The 
Texas Republican suggested the following remedy for 
ague and fever: "3 drachins [drams?] of yellow bark 
[chinchona], six tablespoons of French Brandy, and the 
juice of a lemon," a tablespoon of which was to be taken 
three times a day. Hogan, p. 234. 

62 
This meeting was held at the home of Colonel 

Samuel D. McMahan, about ten miles from the present-day 
town of Milam, in Sabine County, the site of Methodist 
camp meetings for the two previous years. In his small 
journal, Lamar refers to this meeting as a "Methodist 
Campmeeting," which it no doubt was. (See footnote 65.) 
From the beginning of colonization, immigrants to Texas 
were required, as Mexican citizens, to adopt Catholicism. 
Although the practice of any Protestant religion was 
prohibited, alcaldes often blinked at violations; 
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There is some evidence that Methodism reached East Texas 
as early as 1817, in the person of William Stevenson, 
a preacher on an Arkansas circuit, who is alleged to have 
preached in that year to a "mixed assemblage of citizens 
& Mexicans" in Nacogdoches. Macum Phelan, A History of 
Early Methodism in Texas, 1817-1866 (Nashville, etc.: 
Cokesbury Press, 1924), pp. 23-24. 

A land system revision law passed by the Mexican 
legislature in Monclova on March 26, 1834, included a 
proviso that "No person shall be molested for political 
and religious opinions, provided, he shall not disturb 
the public order." Laws and Decrees of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas, trans. J. P. Kimball (Houston: Tele¬ 
graph Power Press, 1839), p. 248. The Anglos of Texas, 
whose requests for religious freedom the Mexican govern¬ 
ment had consistently refused, were ready to interpret 
this decree as legalizing Protestant preaching. Four 
months later, a church near McMahan's home was founded. 
(See footnote 65). 

Camp meetings fulfilled social as well as spiritual 
needs. Families would travel from as far away as fifty 
miles to attend, sleeping in wagons or tents and cooking 
their meals on open fires. A camp meeting typically 
lasted four to ten days, often beginning on a Thursday 
and climaxing on a Sunday. Phelan, pp. 27-29; Hogan, 
pp. 191, 210-21; William S. Red, The Texas Colonists 
and Religion, 1821-1836 (Austins E. L. Shettles, 1924), 
p. 82; Homer S. Thrall, A History of Methodism in Texas 
(Houstons Cushing, 1872), p. 33. 

63 
The "mixed character" of camp meeting participants 

may have caused Bollaert to comment that "Camp meetings 
are a disgrace to society." Bollaert, p. 206. 

64 
In the summer of 1835, Texas political factions 

exhibited some ambiguity. Those "in favor of immediate 
separation from the Central Government" were representa¬ 
tives of the war party, which maintained that Santa Anna 
had violated the federal constitution of 1824, as well as 
the constitution of the state of Coahuila and Texas. The 
war party's expressed intent to adhere to these instru¬ 
ments "in their original republican character" was tanta¬ 
mount to insurrection. In addition, at war party meetings 
in late June and early July, various military objectives 
were resolved, such disarming the Mexican troops at 
Anahuac and capturing Mexican military materiel at San 
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Antonio. Interestingly enough, it was the war party 
which began, in August, to call for a convention or 
consultation, where the people could be "united, either 
for peace or war." Herbert Gambrell, Anson Jones? the 
Last President of Texas. 2nd ed. (Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1964), p. 477. 

The peace party, on the other hand, declared that 
separation from Mexico was not the wish of the majority 
of Texans. Several towns, the first of them Columbia 
on June 28, declared themselves loyal to, and at peace 
with, Mexico. - 

Yoakum perceived the factions somewhat differently: 
"the war-party . . .thought the country should fight at 
once? a second party . . . that wished to 'consult and be 
united before adopting war-like measures? and a third 
party, known as submissionists . . . were opposed to war 
under any circumstances." Henderson Yoakum, History of 
Texas,.;: from Its First Settlement in 1685 to Its Annexa¬ 
tion to the United States in 1846. 2 vols. (New York: 
J. S.Redfield, 1855) 1:355. 

Here it is interesting to note the different 
phraseology in the "little book": "Some were in favor of 
immediate war with the Mexican government? others thought 
the Mexicans had done them no wrong. Some were for 
having the country connected with the United States, which 
I believe met with no opposition except from myself." 
[Italics are the editor's.] One interpretation of the 
difference could be that the small journal post-dated 
the large one, and that Lamar's anti-annexation senti¬ 
ments could have had time to develop. On the other 
hand, the large journal could have been written con¬ 
siderably later, in the early 1840's, when Lamar's 
views were beginning to swing in favor of annexation. 
Lamar, "Journal," p. [62]. 

65 
During the camp meeting of July 1834, a church 

had been established — the "oldest church having a 
continuous existence in Texas." Its first building, 
McMahan's Chapel, was not erected until 1839. Phelan, 
27-28? Walter N. Vernon, "McMahan's Chapel: Landmark 
in Texas,"East Texas Historical journal, 9 (March,1971) : 
72-78. 
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^Henry Stephenson, a Virginia-born Methodist 
preacher assigned to Louisiana circuits in the late 1820's 
and early 1830's, crossed the Sabine several times to 
preach in the Texas redlands. In 1834, the Mississippi 
Conference put Stephenson in charge of missionary work 
in Texas. Although "neither learned nor eloquent," he 
used his "musical voice" to captivate his listeners. In 
poor health, and with little support from the denomination 
for his family of ten children, Stephenson died in 1841 
at the age of sixty-nine. He is sometimes confused with 
his colleague William Stevenson, whose son James was also 
preaching in East Texas at this time. Thomas C. Richard¬ 
son, East Texas, Its History and Its Makers. 4 vols. .(New 
Yorks Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1940), p. 697; 
Thrall, pp. 18-26; Webb 2 :667-68. 

6 7 
Apparently Lamar was correct. Both Thrall and 

Phelan make references to subscriptions being taken to 
support the work of local and itinerant preachers. Or- 
ceneth Fisher, in his exhortation to Methodist ministers 
to come to Texas, promised that a preacher could support 
his family in Texas "with less than half the labor neces¬ 
sary in most of the United States." Orceneth Fisher, 
Sketches of Texas in 1840 (Springfield, Illinois: Walters 
& Weber, 1841; repr. ed., Waco: Texian Press, 1964), p. 54 
Phelan, p. 67; Thrall, p. 31. 

68 
The wide-spread and mistaken use of calomel, a 

derivative of mercury, as a purgative in yellow fever and 
other diseases can be traced to the influence of Dr. Ben¬ 
jamin Rush, who first used purging for victims of the 1793 
Philadelphia yellow fever epidemic. His personal popular¬ 
ity and apparent success with his earliest patients, now 
thought to have had only mild cases of yellow fever or 
other diseases entirely, overshadowed the theories of his 
more observant colleagues. John Duffy, The Healers ; the 
Rise of the Medical Establishment. (New York: McGraw- 
Hill, 1976), pp. 90-96. 

69 
Settled by Anglo-Americans in the 1820's, San 

Augustine was known as the Ayish Bayou District (some 
times corrupted to "Irish" Bayou) until 1834. By 1836, 
travelers were describing San Augustine as the "most 
flourishing" town in the Republic. Bonnell, p. 15; 
Edward, pp. 28-29; Webb 2 :547. 
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70 
George Teel (Teal, Teall), one of Austin's Old 

Three Hundred, occupied his grant in present-day Fort Bend 
County as early as 1824, as indicated by the list of voters 
in the San Felipe alcalde election in that year. In 1830, 
he sold his sitio of land,-presumably moving to the San 
Augustine area at that time. Teel appeared on the San 
Augustine County tax rolls in 1839. Adolphus Sterne 
paid the Teel family several visits in 1843. San Augus¬ 
tine county Tax Rolls, 1839; Sterne, p. 137; Webb 2 :719. 

71 
A popular psychology and philosophy of the mind, 

phrenology was developed at the end of the eighteenth cen¬ 
tury by a Viennese physician, Franz Joseph Gall. The basis 
of Gall's theory was that "anatomical and physiological 
characteristics have a direct influence upon mental behav¬ 
ior." Phrenology grouped human beings into four recogniza¬ 
ble physiological types of predictable behavior. Further, 
according to this "science," the human mind was composed of 
thirty-seven different faculties or propensities, each 
housed in a particular "organ," or part of the brain. The 
size and shape of the skull varied from individual to in¬ 
dividual, depending on the degree of development of each 
faculty or characteristic. The social philosophy of phren¬ 
ology met with great popular fervor, first in Great Britain 
and then in the United States, for it optimistically held 
out the possibility of the perfectability of man. A person 
could consciously develop desirable qualities (thus en¬ 
larging the corresponding part of the brain) and at the 
same time inhibit undesirable ones. Thus phrenology had 
important implications for social reform, education, etc. 
By the latter 1830's, there were numerous American phren¬ 
ological societies, periodicals, and books. Plaster casts 
of heads and lithographs illustrating the cranial locations 
of the propensities were extremely popular. John Davies, 
Phrenology, Fad and Science; A 19th - . Century American 
Crusade (New Havens Yale University Press, 1955), p.[3]; 
George Combe, Notes on the United States of North America, 
During a Phrenological Visit in 1838-9-40 (Philadelphia: 
Carey & Hart, 1841); 2 .:xx; Madeleine B. Stern, Heads and 
Headlines; the Phrenological Fowlers (Norman: University 
of Oklahoma Press, 1971), p. x. 

72 
"Stinginess" would have fallen under the rubric 

"Acquisitiveness," which is number 8 of Genus I (Propen¬ 
sities) of Order I (Feelings). The abuses of Acquisitive¬ 
ness include selfishness and avarice. Acquisitiveness 
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lies in the lower lateral portion of the brain, half way 
between and a bit above eye and ear. Presumably Lamar 
fancied he observed an enlargement of that portion of 
his subject's cranium, combe, I:xx; Davies, p. 6. 

73 
Probably derived from gripe, "to oppress by 

miserly or penurious treatment." A New English Dictionary 
on Historical Principles, s.v. "gripe.” 

^4Neal (or Neil) Martin, a Kentuckian who came to 
Texas in the second decade of the nineteenth century. He 
bought mustangs and sold them to the United States govern¬ 
ment to train for frontier army service. At the battle of 
San Jacinto, he apparently fought in addition to taking 
care of volunteers and their horses. Martin's age in 
1835 was variously recorded as forty-six and fifty-eight. 
According to the 1835 Sabine census, he had a thirty-six- 
year-old wife and seven children. Local tradition holds 
that he fathered twenty-one children in all, outlived 
three wives, and died at the age of one hundred and two. 
Blake, 19:25; Ericson, p. 96; Edna N. Pollard, "The Life 
of Neal Martin,"Records of Eaët Texas .4 (January 1970) : 
656-57. 

75 
In a table of distances between Natchitoches and 

other points on a route from Natchitoches to Monclova, 
Mexico, which Lamar prepared some time in the 1830's, he 
stated the distance from Natchitoches to Nacogdoches 
as 37-1/2 leagues. The old Spanish land league, equiv¬ 
alent to 4.24 kilometers, or 2.63 miles, was used in 
Texas, which would make Lamar's estimate 98.62 miles. A 
modern road map shows the distance as 95 miles. Mirabeau 
Buonaparte Lamar, 183_?, Lamar Papers, No. 1640, Texas 
State Library, Austin, Texas (calendared in Gulick, III: 
257) ; Webster's New International Dictionary of the English 
Language, 2nd Edition Unabridged, s.v."league." 

76 
This usage is confusing; is Lamar addressing a 

real recipient of his letters, possibly his daughter 
Rebecca Ann, or is he merely using a literary device to 
draw his readers closer? (See also "Introduction.") 

77 
Olmsted, who traveled the same road and crossed 

the Sabine at Gaines' Ferry, made a different observation: 
"For some distance [westward toward San Augustine from 
the Sabine] the country remains as in Louisiana." 
Olmsted, p. 67. 
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pounds of seed cotton are required to produce one pound 
of clean cotton ready for baling. (A bale weighs 500 
pounds.) Bollaert, p. 271; Edward, p. 45? Webb, 1:421. 

83 
A "black-barked, short, gnarly oakling 

(quercus ferruginea) .11 Olmsted, pp. 80-81. 

84 
See note 51. 

85 
Lorenzo de Zavala, a native of Yucatan, a liberal, 

and a democratic reformer, was twice elected governor of 
the state of Mexico. In 1829, he received an empresario 
contract to settle five hundred families in a broad strip 
of land running north-south, with the Sabine River as its 
eastern border. Seeing that the cause of Mexican federal¬ 
ism was lost, he actively supported the Texas revolution 
as a delegate to the 1835 Consultation and the 1836 Con¬ 
vention, and also as a signer of the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence. In March of 1836, he was elected ad interim 
Vice President of the Republic. Webb, l :498. 

86 
Joseph Vehlein, a German merchant resident in 

Mexico City, was awarded three empresario contracts for 
land south of the Old San Antonio Road on both sides of 
the Trinity River, with permission to bring in six hun¬ 
dred families. Vehlein's grant was directly west of 
and adjacent to Zavala's. Webb, 2 :835. 

87 
David G. Burnet, a native of New Jersey, who for 

a time operated a trading post in Natchitoches, secured 
an empresario grant to a section of land north of and ad¬ 
joining Vehlein's and Zavala's. Burnet was elected to the 
1833 Convention and to the Consultation. In 1836, the 
Convention elected him President of the ad interim govern¬ 
ment of Texas. Webb, 1:252-53. 

88 
Burnet, Vehlein and Zavala transferred their 

contracts to the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company, or¬ 
ganized in October 1830 in New York, by eastern capital¬ 
ists. As "agent" for the three empresarios, the company 
promoted settlement to fulfill the empresario contracts. 
It actually owned no land but sold scrip which was merely 
a permit to settle. The company's first boatload of emi¬ 
grants, which left New York in December 1830, was not al¬ 
lowed to settle by Mexican officials, because the law of 
April 6, 1830, prohibited further immigration from the 
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United States into Texas. The scrip which the company 
continued to sell in New York was actually worthless in 
Texas. The General Council of the provisional Government 
of the Republic ordered the cessation of issuance of land 
titles in November 1835. The company was not successful 
in its suits against the Republic for the premium lands it 
never received, and in 1848, the Galveston Bay & Texas 
Land Company went out of existence. A Visit to Texas? 
Being the Journal of a Traveller Through Those Parts Most 
Interesting to American Settlers. (New Yorks Van Nostrand 
& Dwight, 1836), pp. 42-43; Webb, 1:663-64. 

89 - - 
No doubt Dr. Alexander Hart, identified by 

Blake through the record of a lawsuit brought by Hart 
in 1837 against a patient who was delinquent in his 
accounts. Blake, 56:281. 

90 
"Green bag" was a slang term for lawyer in use 

from the late 17th until the early 19th century. It 
derives from the traditional color of a lawyer1s brief 
bag. "Woolsack" is a "seat made of a bag of wool for 
the use of judges when summoned to attend the House of 
Lords. " , Eric Partridge, A Dictionary of Slang and Un¬ 
conventional English, 6th ed. (New York: Macmillan, 1967), 
p. 352; A New English Dictionary on Historical Principles, 
s.v. "woolsack." 

91 
I.e., the principle of "exalting the military 

above the Civil authority." See page 40. 

92 
Lamar is in error; the Battle of Nacogdoches 

occurred on August 2-3, 1632. Webb, 2:256-67. 

93 
Jose de las Piedras commanded the Mexican army 

contingent occupying Nacogdoches from September 1827 
until August 2, 1832. Until the Battle of Nacogdoches, 
there was little friction between Piedras and the Anglo- 
Americans because of his laissez-faire policy toward the 
civil government. Webb, 2:375-76. 

94 
Encarnaciôn Chirino, Alcalde of Nacogdoches, was 

one of three citizens killed in the Battle of Nacogdoches. 
Webb, 2:257. 

95 
Standard texts do not refer to the roles assigned 

by Lamar to Chirino and the "amerous Lothario," nor do 
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they bear out the spontaneous gathering of citizens to 
march on the fort which he describes. During the dis¬ 
turbances at Anâhuac in July# 1832, settlers in the Ayish 
Bayou District and at Teneha and Bevil, as well as those 
at Nacogdoches, met locally and corresponded with each 
other; their concern was the refusal of Colonel Piedras 
to declare his support of Santa Anna and the federal 
constitution of 1824. John Henry Brown, History of Texas, 
From 1685 to 1892. 2 vols. (St. Louis: L.E. Daniell, 
1892), 1:190; Yoakum, pp. 297-98. 

96 
The house was Joseph Durst's, although Crocket 

mistakenly reported it as John Durst's. Hattie J. Roach, 
A History of Cherokee County (Dallas: Southwest Press, 
1934), p. 5. 

9^0n August 2, 1832, 200-300 men from the 
municipalities of Nacogdoches, Ayish Bayou, Teneha and 
Bevil gathered outside Nacogdoches, hoping to force 
Colonel Piedras' adherence to Santa Anna's policies. 
Led by Colonel James W. Bullock, they marched to the 
center of town where they clashed with a Mexican force 
of about one hundred. There were fatalities on both 
sides, including Encarnaciôn Chirino, Alcalde of Nacog¬ 
doches. During the night, Piedras and his men evacu¬ 
ated the town, retreating westward on the Old San An¬ 
tonio Road. The next morning, a band of volunteers, 
variously reported as numbering sixteen and twenty 
men, was dispatched to Durst's crossing on the west 
bank of the Angelina, where they hid, hoping to inter¬ 
cept Piedras and his men as they crossed the river 
from the east bank. Convinced by the Texans' firing 
that he was outnumbered, Piedras surrendered, turning 
over his command to Francisco Medina, who immediately 
declared for Santa Anna. Colonel James Bowie escorted 
the Mexican troops to Bexar, and Colonel Piedras was 
taken to Velasco and thence dispatched to Mexico. 
Crocket, pp. 155-60; Brown, pp. 190-91; Henry S. 
Foote, Texas and the Texans . . . 2 vols. (Philadelphia: 
Cowperthwait & Co., 1841), 2:22-25;Louis J. Wortham, 
A History of Texas, From Wilderness to Commonwealth. 
5 vols. (Fort Worth: Wortham-Molyneaux, 1924)2:39-42. 

98 
See note 126. 

99 
Accounts differ as to the commander of the 

small band of volunteers. Brown and Yoakum maintain 
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that it was colonel James Bowie, although Bowie's 
presence at the August 2 skirmish is unconfirmed. 

Brown says that "Colonel . - . . Bowie . . . seems to have 
arrived during the night." Neither Foote nor Wortham 
names a leader. Crocket says that it was "James Carter, 
an old citizen of Nacogdoches," who organized and led the 
volunteers.. Brown, p. 191? Crocket, p. 158? Roach, p. 5. 

100 
Michael costley settled in the Ayish Bayou 

District about 1832? he laid out the town of Douglas on 
land purchased from John Durst. In 1836, Costley com¬ 
manded a company of Texas Rangers against the Cherokees. 
At the time of Lamar's visit, he was a twenty-six-ÿear- 
old farmer with a wife and one child. In 1837, he was 
killed by the first District Clerk of Nacogdoches 
County, W. R. D. Speight. The reason for his slaying 
so far eludes the editor. Ericson, p. 35? Nacogdoches 
County Tax Rolls, 1837? Blake, 53:356. 

101 
Joseph Durst came to Texas with his brothers 

in the early 1800's, by way of Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
Durst's German parents spelled their name "Darst," and 
his son James entered Durst'.s name on the 1837 Nacog¬ 
doches County tax rolls as Joseph "Dust." Thus Lamar 
should be forgiven for this particular misspelling. 
Durst became alcalde in Nacogdoches in 1826, served 
on the Committee of Safety and Correspondence in 1835, 
and was active in Indian affairs in the early years of 
the Republic. It was from Joseph Durst's house on the 
west bank of the Angelina River, where he had taken 
refuge, that Colonel Piedras hoisted a white flag after 
the Battle of Nacogdoches in 1832. Roach, pp. 16-19? 
Sterne, p. 27? Richard W. Haltom. The History of Nacog¬ 
doches County, Texas (Nacogdoches: Nacogdoches News 
Print, 1880? repr. ed., Austin: Jenkins, n.d.), p. 12? 
Marion Day Mullins, The First Census of Texas, 1829-1836 
. . . (Washington: National Geographic Society, 1962), 
p. 28. 

102 
Massa hydrargyri, or mercury mass (obsolete). 

Also called "blue pills." Blakiston's New Gould Medi¬ 
cal Dictionary, 2nd ed. (New York: McGraw Hill, 1965), 
p. 166. 
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'*'03The dried juice of the leaves of the Aloe 
Perryi was used as a cathartic and tonic. Hogan cites 
the account book of Dr. James H. Starr of Nacogdoches 
for the year 1841. Among other things, Starr pre¬ 
scribed rhubarb, calomel, "Blue Mass," aloes, blue 
pills, . . . quinine, . . . and "Cream Tart." 
Blakiston, p. 49; Hogan, p. 323. 

104 
A long, four-wheeled cart with rough plank 

seats. Because the cart sat directly on the axle, 
riders could not "pass over the smallest stone without 
being painfully sensitive of it." Harvardiana, 55 
(March 1838): 222. 

105Daniel McLean, a North Carolinian, came to 
Texas first in 1814 as a member of the Magee Expedition 
and then returned as one of Austin's colonists, to set¬ 
tle on San Pedro Creek near present-day Crockett. 
Gray, pp.. .100-101;. Armistead A. Aldrich, History of 
Houston- county, Texas (San Antonios Naylor, 1943), p.173. 

106 
Jacob Masters and his family emigrated to 

Texas no, later than 1828 and claimed a league on the 
Old San Antonio Road about ten miles northeast of 
present-day Crockett. The Masters' house became a 
landmark and stopping place for travelers. A "timid 
old Dutchman," Masters had "built a Block House and 
. . . [made] all the members of the establishment 
sleep there at night." Harriet Smither, ed., "Diary 
of Adolphus Sterne [i.e., James Ogilvy]," Southwestern 
Historical Quarterly, 30 (January 1927): 319. Masters 
was also a close friend of Adolphus Sterne. Sterne, 
p. 44; Aldrich, p. 171. 

107 
The Angelina River, which rises in southwest 

central Rusk County, flows southeast to form boundaries 
between the counties of Cherokee, Nacogdoches, Angelina, 
San Augustine, and empties into the Neches River. It 
was named for an Indian girl called Angelina by Spanish 
missionaries. Webb, 1:50. 

108 
The Neches River rises in eastern Van Zandt 

County and flows southeast, eventually emptying into the 
Gulf of Mexico. It was called the Snow River by the 
Hasinai Indians living on its banks in the eighteenth 
century. Webb, 2:266. 
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109 
Lamar's calculations are similar to those of 

William Fairfax Gray, whose estimates are: from Nacog¬ 
doches to the Angelina River, 20 miles; from the Angelina 
to the Neches, 18 miles? from the Neches to McLean's, 6 
miles? from McLean's to Masters', 12 miles, for a total 
of 56 miles, with the remaining distance to the Trinity 
35 miles. Gray, p. 107. 

110 
Collin Aldrich, born in Massachusetts, emi¬ 

grated to Texas in 1830, eventually settling at Mustang 
Prairie in the Nacogdoches District. He fought at San 
Jacinto, and in 1837, he took an active part in organ¬ 
izing Houston County, which he served as first Chief 
Justice until 1840. Aldrich was a friend and neighbor 
of Adolphus Sterne's. Aldrich, p. 122; Ericson, p. 127? 
Houston county Tax Rolls, 1838? Sterne, p. 18. 

^■"^Gray called Mustang Prairie "the largest yet 
seen, ... and very beautiful, extending up the country 
as far as could be seen." Gray, p. 103. 

112 
Lamar's calculations on this and the preceding 

page would make the distance from Nacogdoches to the Trin¬ 
ity River 91 miles, which agrees with Gray's figures, 
rather than "fully 100." The distance on a modern road 
map is 83 miles. 

113 
See note 120. 

114 
Nathaniel Robbins came to Texas from Arkansas 

as a member of Milam's colony. He moved his family to 
the Trinity River at the crossing of the Old San Antonio 
Road, where he established a ferry which he continued to 
operate .for many years. Robbins was a member of Rusk's 
company at the Grass Fight and a member of the Consulta¬ 
tion of San Felipe in 1835. Ericson, p. 127. 

115 
Gray identifies the storekeeper is "Major Wta. 

Lewis, from Tennessee, who weighs 248 pounds." Gray, p. 
101. 

1X6 
Probably the cousins William McGrew and 

William P. McGrew, who were wanted for the murder of 
two boys, the Kemp brothers, in Sumter City, Alabama, 
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in early April, 1835. There must havè been reason to 
suspect that the McGrews had fled to Texas, because 
there appeared from late May into November of 1835, in 
the Texas Republican (and probably other Texas newspa¬ 
pers) , reward notices for the alleged murderers. Ala¬ 
bama governor John Gayle offered $800 for the capture 
of both McGrews, while $3,000 had been subscribed by 
the citizens of Marengo and Sumter Counties, Alabama. 
Lamar ' s mistaken recollection of the McGrews ' name may 
have been an unconscious association with the name of 
his sister Louisa's husband, Abner McGehee, Texas 
Republican, May-November, 1835? Graham, Life, p. 10. 

117 
The "old system" was that of purgatives, 

emetics, and bloodletting, of which Dr. Benjamin Rush 
of. Philadelphia was the leading practitioner. Hogan 
quotes the phrase "puke, purge, and bleeding" as it 
was used in an 1845 letter from a private collection. 
Geoffrey Marks, The Story of Medicine in America (New 
York: Scribners, 1973), p. 157; Hogan, p. 232. 

One medical sect, leading the revolt against 
these drastic methods were the Thomsonians, or "steam 
doctors," whose founder was Samuel Thomson of New 
Hampshire. Thomson believed that the "calorific 
force of excitive energy" was the source of life and 
"restorer of health. " His system, which he patented 
in 1813, used external steaming to renew the body's 
internal heat, as well as botanicals, with which he 
had successfully treated himself at the age of nine¬ 
teen. Thomsonianism spread quickly, especially in 
the south and midwest. Lamar is likely to have known 
of this practice before he came to Texas. Hogan, pp. 
236-37? Marks , pp. 182-85. 

118 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were the 

Hebrew youths in the Old Testament book of Daniel who 
miraculously emerged unscathed from a fiery furnace. 
Webster's . . . Dictionary, s.v. "Shadrach." 

119 
See note 122. 

120 
The Trinity River (La Santxsima Trinidad, 

or Most Holy Trinity), which rises on the North Central 
Plains, consists ôf three forks: Elm, East, and West 
Porks. It is likely, however, that Lamar's "Three 
Forks" refers to a spot in eastern Anderson County 
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where Keechi and Town Creeks flow into the Trinity. 
This was roughly the location of the town of Magnolia 
(now a ghost town) ten miles west of present-day Pales¬ 
tine, to which packet boats were able to penetrate in 
the 1840's. Magnolia would have been approximately 
fifty land miles from Robbins ' Ferry, where Lamar 
crossed the Trinity. A. C. Greene, The Deciding 
Years — A Historical Portrait (Austins Encino Press, 
1973), p. 3; Webb, 2:802-03. 

121 
Most likely Allen, or A. A., Larrison, who 

served as a private in Captain James Gillaspie1 s 6th 
Company, 2nd Regiment of Texas Volunteers, which fought 
at San Jacinto. Allen Larrison's name also appeared in 
a list of "appointments made by the General Council in 
the Legion of Cavalry." He may have been related to the 
Daniel Larrison for whom Larrison Creek in northern 
Madison county was named. Samuel H. Dixon, The Heroes 
of San Jjacinto (Houston: Anson Jones Press, 1932) , p. 
440; Telegraph & Texas Register, January 9, 1836; Webb, 
2:30. 

122 
Probably Ignatius Simms of Virginia, who, in 

October 1835, was granted a league of land in what are 
now Grimes and Madison Counties. He left Texas for Lou¬ 
isiana in 1836, returning in 1852. He and his wife are 
buried near Bedias at Simms Prairie. E. L. Blair, Early 
History of Grimes county ' (Trinity? 1930?), pp. 143-44; 
Worth S. Ray, Austin Colony Pioneers (Austin: Pemberton 
Press, 1970), p. 211. 

123 
Probably the "medicinal" spring described by 

Stiff "30 miles north east from Washington, bursting in 
a bold fountain from the high lands that adorn the 
country, watered by the upper Brassos." Edward Stiff, 
A New History of Texas . . . (Cincinnati: Conclin, 1847) 
p. 124. 

124 
Possibly Peter Whitaker, who died in Washington 

County on February 28, 1837. Ray, p. 242. 

125 
Probably Margaret Bowman, wife or widow of John 

Bowran of Kentucky, who was believed to have been associa¬ 
ted with Stephen F. Austin in Louisiana as early as 1811. 
John Bowman's name appeared on a list of qualified voters 
of San Felipe in 1824, and he was a signer of the 1827 
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resolution condemning the Fredonian Rebellion, written 
at Simms Prairie. In his 1830 application for land, he 
gave his age as fifty and his wife Margaret's as twenty- 
nine. Blair, pp. 53-54. 

_L26 A Georgian, Asa Hoxey studied medicine in New 
York and practiced for ten years in Mobile, Alabama. In 
1832, he moved with his slaves to Washington County and 
began a pair of plantations. He was an organizer of the 
Washington Townsite Company, which promoted the town of 
Washington-on-the-Brazos. Dr. Hoxey represented Wash¬ 
ington County in the Consultation, and in 1835 he served 
on the General Council. Although he did not actively’ 
practice medicine in Texas, he was appointed medical 
censor of the Republic. Webb, 1:856. 

127 
John P. Coles of North Carolina, one of 

Stephen F. Austin's Old Three Hundred, received title 
in 1822 to 8-1/2 leagues in present Burleson, Washing¬ 
ton, and Brazoria counties. His public house was the 
focal point of Coles' Settlement (later independence). 
Coles was Alcalde of Washington Municipality in 1828 
and delegate to the 1833 convention. He was elected 
as Washington County's Chief Justice in 1836 and as its 
Senator in 1840-41. 

According to later testimony, Lamar first 
indicated at Coles' Settlement his intention to become 
a Texas citizen. There he paid Captain Horatio 
Chriesman, Austin Colony surveyer, to run off the league 
of land to which he was entitled. Before he could ob¬ 
tain title, the General Council ordered the closing of 
the land office in San Felipe. On April 6, 1836, im¬ 
mediately after his return to Texas, Lamar petitioned 
the President and Cabinet for some recognition of his 
right to the land. In a letter to his brother Jeffer¬ 
son Jackson Lamar, written from Harrisburg on April 10, 
1836, the eve of his departure to join the Texan army 
on the Brazos, Lamar said, ''I have petitioned to Govt 
for my League of Land as a citizen of Texas in 1835; 
but the Govt will do nothing in it; I think however the 
testimony of Hoxey & Christman, the surveyor, of my 
intention to return to the Country as a citizen will 
hereafter secure the Land when the war is over." 
Webb, 1:344; William C. Binkley, ed.. Official corres¬ 
pondence of the Texas Revolution. 2 vols. (New York: 
Appleton-Century, 1936) 2:592-93; Gulick, 1:350-52. 
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In the summer of 1838, certain of Lamar's political 
opponents questioned his eligibility for the presidency, 
indicating that he had not been "an inhabitaht of the Re¬ 
public for at least three years immediately preceding . . . 
[the] election," as required by the Texas constitution. 
The editors of both the Telegraph and Texas Register and 
the National Banner requested a statement on this question 
from Lamar. In his responses of June 16, Lamar recalled 
his trip to Texas in July, 1835. "I made known to many 
gentlemen of the first standing [in coles' Settlement] 
. . . my determination to become a citizen of Texas ; and 
in accordance with this determination I paid Capt.- Chris- 
man . . . a fee of forty or fifty dollars to run me off 
my head right lands; his receipt for which I hold at the 
present moment." Gulick, 2:164-44; Telegraph , June 23, 

1838. 

128 
See note 64. 

129 
The purpose of this meeting was to allow the 

citizens of the municipality of Washington to respond 
to the call for a convention "to unite and direct the 
energies of the whole people [of Texas] in compliance 
with the wishes of the majority," regarding war with 
Mexico or peace. This notion of a general consultation 
of all Texas had its beginning in a meeting at Columbia 
on June 23, 1835. The municipalities of Mina, Gonzales, 
San Augustine, Brazoria, Nacogdoches, and San Felipe 
followed with meetings on July 4, July 7, July 28, Au¬ 
gust 9, August 15, and August 26, respectively. A 
second assembly at Columbia on August 15 appointed 
the Columbia Committee of Safety and Correspondence, 
which issued the Address of the People of Columbia to 
the People of Texas, on August 20. John H. Jenkins, 
ed., The Papers of the Texas Revolution, 1835-36, 10 
vols. (Austin: Présidial Press, 1973), 1:162, 191, 
214, 282, 323, 342, 355-58, 370; Yoakum, 1:354. 

This August 31 meeting at Washington is for some 
reason less well documented than those of the other 
municipalities ; the editor has found only two references 
to it. In a letter written at San Felipe on August 31 
to David G. Burnet, William Barret Travis said, "Wash¬ 
ington has a large meeting today which will declare for 
convention." And at a meeting "of the citizens of the 
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Colorado River" held at Mina on September 7, the 
"procedings & resolutions of a meeting of the citi¬ 
zens of the Jurisdiction of Washington held in the 
Town of Washington on the 31st August 1835" were 
read aloud. Jenkins, 1:379, 422. 

Lamar's "mingling in the discussion" at the 
Washington meeting took on greater significance in 
the summer of 1838, when he was endeavoring to prove 
his intent, three years previous, to become a citi¬ 
zen of Texaç. . In his letters of June 16 (see note 
127) , Lamar stated: . *. 

.. . . I. made a public declaration before the 
people' in their primary assembly at Washing¬ 
ton when the war question was first agitated, 
that this country was not only to be my fu¬ 
ture home, but that I was resolved in the 
event of a revolutionary struggle, to make 
her destiny mine for good or ill; a declara¬ 
tion which I doubt not is still fresh in the 
memory of many, of not all, who were present 
at the meeting. 

Gulick,2:166; Telegraph, June 23, 1838. 

This could have been Joseph Lawrence of 
Washington, who fought at San Jacinto in Captain Henry 
W. Karnes' 2nd Regiment of Texas Volunteers, which 
was commanded by Lamar. Lawrence's name appears on 
1837 and 1840 tax rolls. Dixon, 315; Ray, 143. 

^^The meeting was held at a camp ground on 
Cahey Creek, near the home of John Wesley Kinney, a 
Methodist preacher. A year earlier, Henry Stephenson 
(see note 66) had held a camp meeting at the same site. 
At the 1834 meeting, William Barret Travis made an ap¬ 
peal to the Methodist bishops and mission boards in the 
United States, later published in the New York Christian 
Advocate and Journal, to send at least "five educated 
and talented young preachers" into Texas. Allegedly, 
Colonel Travis received his last communion at this 
meeting. Richardson, 2:697; Thrall, p. 30. 

132 
This is probably John Beauchamp, who appeared 

on the 1837 Washington County tax rolls. He fought at 
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San Jacinto and received a bounty certificate for 320 
acres of land. His name appears on muster rolls with 
several variations in spelling. Beauchamp died in 
Washington County in 1842. Dixon, pp. 157, 183; Ray, 
p. 21. 

Johnson & Winburn's tavern was the site of 
the September 12, 1835, meeting of the "citizens of the 
jurisdiction of Austin" in which they declared for con¬ 
vention. Johnson was likely Francis W. (Frank) Johnson, 
who came to Texas in 1827. Johnson became alcalde at 
San Felipe, was a captain during the Anahuac distur¬ 
bances; and represented the San Felipe District in’.thè 
1832 Convention. Appointed as Adjutant and Inspector 
General of the Texas Army by Stephen F. Austin, Johnson 
led a division of Texans at the siege of Bexar and served 
as commander,after Ben Milam's death, at the taking of 
the Alamo. In January of 1836, Johnson ordered, planned, 
and led an expedition against Matamoros, which ended in 
the death or capture of forty-six of his fifty men. Af¬ 
ter the Texas Revolution, until the time of Johnson's 
death in 1884, he spent much of his time in gathering 
material for a history of Texas. His research notes, 
edited in 1912 by Eugene C. Barker with the assistance 
of Ernest W.. Winkler, were published in 1914 as the 
five-volume History of Texas and Texans (New Yorks 
American Historical Society, 1916). Webb, 2:915-16; 
Margaret S. Henson, Samuel May Williams, Early Texas 
Entrepreneur (College Station: Texas A & M University 
Press, 1976), p. 37; Texas Republican, September 19, 

Angeline Belle Peyton and her husband, 
Jonathan C. Peyton, Tennesseans and cousins, came to 
Matagorda from New Orleans in 1822. In 1825, they 
moved to San Felipe and opened a tavern. Peyton died 
in 1834, and his widow continued to operate the tavern 
until it was destroyed in the burning of San Felipe in 
1836. She then moved to Columbia and married Captain 
Jacob Eberly. In 1839, they moved to Austin and opened 
the Eberly House. It was Mrs. Peyton who fired the can¬ 
non to prevent the removal of the state archives from 
Austin in the Archives War of Texas, 1842. Webb, 1:540; 
Ray, p. 13. 

135 
On September 1, 1835, Stephen F. Austin 

returned to Texas after a 28-month absence in Mexico, 
much of it spent in prison for his offense of lobbying 
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for Texas statehood separate from Coahuila, within the 
Mexican confederation* One expression of the widespread 
jôy which Texans felt on his return was the public 
dinner on September 8 "gotten up in the very best style 
by . . . enterprizing . . . citizens" of Brazoria. In 
his speech at the dinner, Austin declared that a general 
consultation of elected delegates was the only method by 
which Texans could agree to accept or reject the imminent 
change from republican to centralized government in Mexico. 
Eugene C. Barker, The Life of Stephen F. Austin (Nashville: 
Cokesbury Press, 1925), pp.-427-37, 478-80; Johnson 1:260; 
Texas Republican, September 19, 1835. 

136 
Joseph Baker, a native of Maine, came in 1831 

to San Felipe,, where he taught school and served as sec¬ 
retary of the ayuntamiento in 1835. That same year, 
with Gail Borden# Jr., and Thomas H. Borden, he founded 
the Telegraph and Texas Register, which became the offi¬ 
cial 'Organ of the government of the Republic of Texas. 
Baker fought at San Jacinto and served the new republic 
in judicial and legislative posts. He was evidently 
proficient in Spanish, for he later served as translator 
to the Senate and the General Land Office. Webb, 1:100. 

137 
In January, 1834, Mexican Vice-President 

Valentin Gomez Farias, believing that Texas was on 
the brink of revolution, sent Colonel Juan Nepomuceno 
Almonte to Texas on a fact-finding mission. Almonte's 
competent and impartial reports in the form of letters 
and reports to state and federal governments indicated 
that the Texans were not preparing to revolt, and recom¬ 
mended the reforms that they sought. Almonte's report 
published in Mexico in February, 1835, Noticia Estadis- 
tica sobre Tejas (Mexico, D.F.: I. Cumplido, 1835) sup¬ 
plemented and complemented a pamphlet published a few 
weeks earlier in Mexico by Stephen F. Austin. Austin's 
pamphlet stressed the fact that Texas' economic inter¬ 
ests would not be served by separation from Mexico and 
urged Mexican consideration of the legitimate complaints 
of the Texans. Almonte's report was of considerable in¬ 
terest to Texans, although apparently there was no com¬ 
plete contemporary translation into English. William 
Fairfax Gray saw the account at the Raguet home in Nac¬ 
ogdoches in February, 1836. "Miss Anna Raguet has trans¬ 
lated the part relating to the Department of Nacogdoches, 
which she obligingly lent me to copy." Barker, pp. 462-66; 
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Gray, p. 96; Kennedy, pp. 431-43; Thomas W. Streeter, 
Bibliography of Texas, 1795-1845. 5 vols. (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1955-60), 2:122-23; Stephen 
F. Austin, "Explanation to the Public Concerning the 
Affairs of Texas," trans. Ethel Z. Rather, Quarterly 
of the Texas State Historical Association 8(January 
1905) : 323-58. 

138 
Brown's identity is not clear. George Brown, 

who appeared as a columbia land owner in the 1837 Bra¬ 
zoria county tax rolls, was, along with Jacob Eberly 
and John Chaffin, a Columbia racetrack entrepreneur. . 
Telegraph & Texas Register, October 26, 1836. 

139 
The 1837 Brazoria County tax rolls listed 

Littleby Hawkins, a non-landowner. Other Brazoria 
County records refer to E. St. John Hawkins as a mar¬ 
riage witness in 1833. The latter was the son of 
Joseph H. Hawkins, a New Orleans resident, who con¬ 
tracted with Stephen F. Austin in 1821 to become his 
partner in the Texas colonization venture for the sum 
of $4,000. After spending an estimated $30,000 in 
sending and outfitting Texas colonists, Hawkins died 
bankrupt in 1823. The "Hawkins Estate" appeared on 
Brazoria county tax rolls as late as 1840. Edmond St. 
John Hawkins fought in Henry S. Brown's company in 
the Velasco battle. Brown, p. 186;, Webb, 1:785.; James 
A. Creighton, A Narrative History of Brazoria County 
(Waco: Texian Press, 1975) , p. 55. 

140 
Lamar is in error. The fort at Velasco was 

erected in 1832, the last of a series of forts estab¬ 
lished by Mexico to prevent illegal entry of people 
and goods from the United States and to promote settle¬ 
ment. The fort was evacuated on June 27, 1832, follow¬ 
ing the Texan assault led by John Austin. Robert W. 
Frazer, Fortfe of the West . . . (Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1965), p. 164. For a discussion of the 
Battle of Velasco, see Brown, pp. 182-88. 

141 
Samuel May Williams and Thomas F. McKinney 

purchased the Laura, a shallow-draft steamboat, for use 
on the Brazos in their mercantile venture. In September 
1835, the LaUra assisted in the capture of the Mexican 
warship correo Mexicano, which was harassing the Texas 
coast., McKinney's schooner, the San Felipe, which was 
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carrying Stephen P. Austin, just released from his 
Mexican imprisonment, surprised the Correo as she at¬ 
tempted to sieze a United States merchant ship unloading 
lumber at Quintana. The Texans sent Austin to safety 
on the shore and set out to capture the Correo, but un¬ 
favorable winds brought about a stalemate. The Laura, 
burning lumber from the U.S. merchantman, managed to 
tow the. San Felipe within striking distance of the Mex¬ 
ican ship. The Texans captured the Correo and took the 
captive crew to New Orleans, where their piracy trial 
was dismissed because of a hung jury. Henson, pp. 51, 
79-80;. Telegraph, October 15, 1837; Alex Dienst, 
The Navy of the Republic of Texas, 1835-1845 (Temple, 
Texas -, 1909) , p. 5. 

In June 1836, the Laura carried Mexican prisoners, 
including Santa Anna, from Velasco up the Brazos to 
greater safety at Columbia. In January, of 1837, John K. 
and Augustus C. Allen chartered the Laura to steam up 
Buffalo Bayou, to demonstrate to the notables on board 
that their new town of Houston was indeed an inland 
seaport, as they claimed in their newspaper advertise¬ 
ments. The captain failed to recognize the little clus¬ 
ter of shacks as the touted metropolis and steamed past 
Houston. The following year, the Laura entered the 
Houston-Galveston trade. Webb, 2:36; Yoakum, 2:181. 

1 A O 
jane Herbert Wilkinson Long was the Maryland- 

born widow of Dr. James Long, whose filibustering ex¬ 
pedition into Mexico ended in his imprisonment and death 
in 1822. Mrs. Long endured extreme hardship, including 
the death of an infant, to follow her husband to Texas, 
and she survived a bitter winter alone at Bolivar Point, 
during which her third child was born (allegedly the 
first child bf Anglo parentage to be born in Texas) . 
After her husband’s death, Mrs. Long returned briefly 
to her mother's home in Natchez, Mississippi, and then 
came back to Texas as one of Stephen P. Austin's Old 
Three Kindred. She received title to a league and a 
labor of land in present-day Waller County, and opened 
a boarding house in Brazoria. Early in 1834, Mrs. Long 
sold the hotel to Meriweather Smith, inserting in the 
March 27 issue of the Brazoria newspaper. Advocate of 
the Peoples1 Rights, a notice asking the public to pa¬ 
tronize her successor. In 1837, she opened a hotel in 
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Richmond, which Lamar made his headquarters in 1837 and 
1838. His poem dedicated to "Bonnie Jane" caused some 
speculation about a possible romance, but after his 
second marriage, Lamar re-wrote the poem and changed 
the dedication. Cxeighton, p. 83; Webb, 2:76y Ellen 
Garwood, "Early Texas Inns: A Study in Social Relation¬ 
ships, Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 60 (October, 
1956 ) : 219-44. 

143 
The Laura 

144 
Probably the mouth of the San Bernard River, 

down thé coast from Velasco. - - ’ 

145 
Zebulon Pike remarked that in all New Spain, 

he had encountered only one woman who was not brunette, 
"a fair lady [of Chihuahua], who by way of distinction, 
was called 'the girl with light hair.'" Zebulon M. Pike, 
The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery Pike. New ed. . . 
With commentary by Elliot Coues. 3 vols (New York: Harper, 
1895) , 2:787. 

146 
Other contemporary observations on the appear¬ 

ance and disposition of the Mexicans did not differ greatly 
from Lamar's. "The complexion of the native mexican is a 
shade brighter than that of the aborigines of the country — 
the men are not generally well formed in feature or per¬ 
son — are extremely ignorant in all the advanced arts of 
civilization ..." "Nature has showered her choicest 
gifts upon that people, in soil, climate, and the precious 
metals; and inhabited by an intelligent population, it 
would long ere this have become a fairy land indeed. ..." 
"The Metis [mestizos] apply themselves very little to ag¬ 
riculture y they are, however, very industrious as mechanics 
and in other trades." "... the modern Mexicans are, as 
it were, the debris of several inferior and degraded races; 
... both physically and mentally they are the very anti¬ 
thesis of the Anglo-Americans. They are as weak as he is 
strong; they run where he fights; they starve in the midst 
of abundance, while he knows how to pluck wealth and pros¬ 
perity from rocks and sterile plains." "The life of the 
Mexican ... is one of unconcerned indolence and ease. 
As long as he is satisfied with a bare living for the 
present, there is no reason that he should give himself 
much trouble about the future. The small quantity of corn 
which he requires demands but little labor, owing to the 
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amount that may be produced from a little piece of ground 
... there is no necessity for much bodily exertion.” 
Joseph C. Clopper, "J. C. Clopper's Journal and Book of 
Memoranda for 1828," ed. Edward Nicholas Clopper, Quarterly 
of the Texas State Historical Association, 13 (1909-10), 
44-80; Stiff, p. 207; Charles J. Folsom, Mexico in 1842 
(New Yorks Wiley & Putnam, 1842) , p. 71; Mary W. Helm, 
Scraps of Early Texas History (Austin, 1884), pp. 52-53; 
Andrew F. Muir, Texas in 1837 . . . (Austin, University of 
Texas Press, 1958), p. 104. 

Lamar, however, is more charitable than most of 
his contemporaries on the subject of the causes behind 
the deplorable traits of the Mexicans, especially in¬ 
dolence and lack of ambition. It is the "brutal & 
ferocious invader," Cortez, who is to blame for the 
perversion and degradation of this once-noble people. 

^^Other travelers bore out Lamar's objective 
observations on the comanches: their nomadic culture, 
centered on the buffalo; their superb horsemanship; their 
skill in battle; and their mourning customs. W. W. New¬ 
comb, Jr., The Indians of Texas From Prehistoric to Modern 
Times (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1961) , pp.. 158» 
160-62, 173; Noah Smithwick, The Evolution of a State . . . 
(Austins Gammel Book Company, 1900) , p. 186; Holley, pp. 152- 
54; Joseph C. Clopper, "J. C. Clopper's journal and Book of 
Memoranda for 1828," ed. Edward N. Clopper, Quarterly of 
the Texas State Historical Association, 13 (1909-10)s 75. 

In view of Lamar's reputed harshness toward 
Indians, two observations are of interest here. First, 
Lamar obviously identifies with the traveler who "could 
not refrain from weeping" as the Comanches mourned two 
fallen warriors. Even more surprising is the apparently 
sincere pity Lamar feels for the Creeks and Cherokees of 
Georgia, whose expulsion from "the land of their Fathers" 
by Governor Troup he apparently approved. 

148 
General James Long's expedition into Texas of 

1819 was in some ways a sequel to the Gutierrez-Magee ex¬ 
pedition of 1812, the purpose of which had been to drive 
Spanish royalist forces out of Texas, to establish a re¬ 
publican government, and to reward the participants with 
conquered booty. Their bloody defeat at the Battle of 
Medina in August 1813 ended republican hopes for the time 
being. The Spanish royalists, commanded by General Joaquin 
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de Arredondo, swept northward and eastward to slaughter 
or drive out republicans, both Mexican and Anglo, and to 
confiscate their property. 

The U.S.-Spanish treaty of 1816, abandoning any 
American claim to Texas, aroused bitter opposition in 
bordering states. Citizens of Natchez, Mississippi, or¬ 
ganized an expedition to "invade Texas and establish a 
Republic ; " the leader of the expedition was Dr. James 
Long, a protégé of Andrew Jackson, recently married to 
young Jane Wilkinson, niece Of 'filibusterer James 
Wilkinson. 

Long easily took deserted Nacogdoches, where he 
declared Texas a free and independent republic, with him¬ 
self as elected president. He sent men to establish out¬ 
posts on the Brazos and Trinity Rivers, and went himself 
to Galveston Island to seek, in vain, the .'support of pow¬ 
erful pirate Jean Lafitte. Long learned on his return of 
the defeat of his men by Spanish forces. 

A second expedition, this time financed by New 
Orleans supporters, also failed. Long was captured and 
taken to Mexico City, where he was killed under rather 
confused circumstances. T. R. Fehrenbach, Lone Star; A 
History of Texas and the Texans (New York: Macmillan, 

1968), pp. 120-31; Crocket, pp. 71-75. 

Lamar's comments on Long in the journal are in 
remarkable contrast to several chapters which he prepared 
in 1838 for a projected biography of Long, in which he 
speaks of the dignity, zeal, valor, and good breeding of 
the "chivalerous General Long.” The purpose of the 1819 
expedition, according to these chapters, was "to make one 
more effort to destroy the merciless domination of Spain 
in that beautiful and outraged land [Texas], and to plant 
upon its soil the broad banner of freedom, happiness, and 
Independence." Far from trying to restore his "ruined for 
tune," Long "pledged the whole of his private fortune in 
the enterprise . . . ." Gulick, 2:51-60. 
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