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. PREFACE 

After the Civil War* the white man, who should have been, as 

citizen of his defeated homeland, bent upon its reconstruction, was 

obliged to sit in brooding desuetude dreaming over the peace and 

order of old years before the war or of the glorious if pitiful 

four years of its fighting. He was forced to view the injustice, 

corruption, and extortion that had fallen upon his people until it 

seemed that God had turned His face away from his beloved South, 

knowing that he was helpless. It is small wonder that, when he 

found an instrument ready to hand, he took it for his own and used 

it to win back a measure of stability and right living for a land 

grown dark of hope. 

The old order was done. The armies were shattered. A dark 

element, freed of the restraint that had before held it in check, 

now egged on by carpet-bagger, scalawag, and boot-heel-and-sabre 

military rule, seethed in increasing malefaction. There was no 

redress from its depredations nor from the corruption and duplicity 

of its white leaders. For the white man who had staked and lost 

all on the Civil War, something must be done. The Ku Klux Klan 

would do it. 

The Ku Klux Klan was formed as a secret society for the enter¬ 

tainment of a group of war-weary young men at Pulaski, Tennessee, 

in December, 1865. The mystery surrounding its activities, the 

name itself, and the possibilities suggested by such an organization 

v. 



became immensely popular. It was the device adopted to fiSfcpghten 

the Negro, to intimidate the carpet-bagger, and to confound the 

military. It served. 

During the few years when it flourished, it became everything 

that has been said of it. It was a serious even a dignified 

restraint against the awkward ignorance of the newly-freed black 

man. It was the vehicle and excuse for license and crime. It was 

the gallant gesture of the undefeated spirit of the South. 

It lived out its usefulness and was disbanded by its Grand 

Wizard, General Nathan Bedford Forrest, in 1869. Yet when it 

folded its white robes and slipped back into the mystery with which 

it members loved to invest it, the memory of the idea remained. 

i. No doubt many men dreamed of some such institution that might 

go Knight-erranting about righting the wrongs passed over by the 

oridinary slow, cumbersome, or unjust machinery of our courts of * 

justice. Certainly, for one man did the dreams of the white riders 

live on. And it was entirely due to the persistance of the idea 

in the mind of William Joseph Simmons that the Modern Ku Klux Klan 

took up the old name, if not all of the ideals and sincerity of the 

old Klan, and strode boldly out upon its checkered and haphazard 

career. 

vi 



CHAPTER I 

"KNIGHTS OF THE KU ELUE ELAN, INC." 

To be distinguished from the Elan of Reconstruction Days is its 

recent counterpart, the modern Ku Klux Elan. This was founded by 

William Joseph Simmons in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1915 as a fraternal 

order with the vague ideals of suppression of Jewry, white supremacy, 

control of American ideals and institutions by the old American 

stock, and the ousting of Roman Catholicism from the United States. 

Understanding the Elan is impossible without understanding 

William Joseph Simmons. 

Colonel Simmons was born of Southern middle class parents in 

1880 at Harpersville, Shelby County, Alabama.^ "From a child in 

dresses," he told Angus Perkerson, of the Atlanta Journal, "I can 

remember how old Aunt Viney, my black mammy, used to pacify us 

children late in the evening by telling us about the Kuklux." He 

also heard stories from his father, who had been a member of the 

original Elan. When twenty, Simmons found a book of anecdotes on 

the Ku Klux, and late one night when reading it, he saw a vision on 

the wall of a room. Simmons declared that, as the Klansmen had been 

accustomed to ride before, "on horseback in their white robes they 

rode across the wall in front of me, and as the picture faded out I 

got down on my knees and swore that I would found a fraternal or- 

2 
ganization which would be a memorial to the Kuklux Elan." 

He had a sort of Tennysonian Idealism combined with a mysticism 

to which he seems to have always given full play. With his gentle 
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smile and commonplace pleasantry, he did not think in terns of tar¬ 

ring and feathering and whipping and other acts of violence; but he 

cherished dreams of himself, in Klan regalia, on a white-clad horse — 

o 
which dreams possessed and fascinated him. One day in 1915, as he 

was seated on a bench outside his home he suddenly beheld a vision. 

The sky was overhung with light mackerel clouds with deep blue be¬ 

yond. Suddenly the clouds reshaped themselves and moved rapidly 

across the sky in the fora of a vast army of warriors, superbly 

mounted, and robed and hooded in white. He interpreted this as a 

reborn Elan riding forward to save America from un-American elements.^ 

Simmons had been a private in Company 6 of the First Begiment 

of the Alabama Volunteers in the Spanish War (his title of Colonel 

was an honoraxy one, given later by the veterans) ; he was also an 

officer of the 29th Regiment of uniform rank in the Woodmen of the 

World. He took fraternal!sm seriously. He believed in it. He told 

the House Committee of Rules, October, 1921, that he had been a 

member of the Masons, Royal Arch Masons, and Knights Templar s.** He 

was a student of fraternal organizations, studying even ancient 

Chinese, for a "proper memorial to the old KLan."^ 

As a Methodist exhorter, he made a foray into the clerical 

field, where he was credited with having "spell-binding ability gener¬ 

ally associated with the revivalist preacher." One of his enemies 

remarked that he could lead a crowd anywhere, and "I'm not sure I 

7 
wouldn't have gone with the rest." Coming as he did from the country- 

bred Southern middle class, Simmons was the Southern type of rural 

Protestant clergyman; and, as such, he was less austere than his 
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Northern and Western professional brothers who frowned upon prize¬ 

fights and horse-racing and «dram-drinking. " After leaving the 

ministry he became a traveling salesman, at one time selling men's 

garters around Birmingham; but the major part of his career as a 

salesman consisted in selling or representing various fraternal 

orders in and around Atlanta, in which business he was occupied when 
g 

he began to promote actively the organization of the new Klan. 

Inasmuch as Simmons was bom and reared a Southerner, traveled 

about Alabama and Georgia a number of years, and was working in and 

out of Atlanta in the period preceding the birth of the new Klan, 

it was inevitable that he should be influenced by three factors which 

greatly affected Southern thought in the first decades of the 20th 

centuiy. These were: the play, The Clansman: the newspaper, the 

Menace: and the activities of the Georgia agrarian, Tom Watson. 

The Clansman, by Thomas Dixon, dealt in dramatic form with the 

overthrow of Negro and caipet-bag rule in the South of Reconstruction 

Days and the recovery of white supremacy through the instrumentality 

of the Ku Klux Klan. It played to full audiences throughout both 

South and North in 1905 and 1906, and was the most spectacular the- 
o 

atrical success of the decade. 

After opening in Norfolk, Virginia, September 22, 1905, it 

moved triumphantly down the coast from city to city and reached 

Savannah, Georgia, October 19. It was greeted enthusiastically in 

Augusta, Macon, Atlanta, and Columbus, and moved on in November to 

Alabama. The play ran a week in Atlanta; the Atlanta Journal (Nov¬ 

ember 1, 1905) reported that Atlanta audiences packed the Grand 
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Theatre to receive the play: wThe enthusiasm of the audience was 

in keeping with its size and the bursts of applause were frequent 

and deafening." The play so influenced Alabama that a semi-secret 

order, "The Sons of the Clansmen," based on the book and the play 

by Dixon, was reported organized to oppose Negro domination or power. 

This was said to have been started in Montgomery and to have obtained 

a hold in Birmingham in November, 1905.^ It is highly probable 

that Simmons saw the play; at least, he must have been influenced in 

some measure by the most conspicuous theatrical success of his gener¬ 

ation. The nhole South talked about it; Thomas Dixon was feted from 

Virginia to Texas. The drama most certainly added some element of 

practicality to the dreams of Simmons since Dixon, in numerous speeches 

and interviews which appeared in all Southern papers, never failed 

to emphaize that his play was intended to call attention to the racial 

problem in the South, and that "the peace and security of the South 

and the peace and security of the North depends upon the purity and 

supremacy of the White race" (Savannah (6a.) Morning News. October IS, 

1905). His play's purpose was "to teach the younger generation to 

remember and especially to teach the North ... the truth about the 

negro" (Winston-Salem (N.C.) Journal. October 3* 1905); and he con¬ 

tinually emphasized "the great race problem" of the "black man" which 

"crowds each day closer" into the lives of the white people (Charlottes¬ 

ville, (Va.) Daily Progress. September 27, 1905)» 

The Clansman was later produced as a motion picture entitled 

"The Birth of a Nation." In this form, it was influential in the 

spread of the modern Klan, but did not influence Simmons in its estab¬ 

lishment. Production of this picture by David W. Griffith started two 
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years before the Klan was organized;^ Simmons launched the Klan 

October 26, 1915* and the first fiery cross was burned the following 

Thanksgiving Day. The picture did not come to Atlanta until Monday, 

December 6, 1915* At one time during this period, an advertisement 

for recruits for the Elan and a similar sized advertisement of the 

motion picture appeared simultaneously in an Atlanta newspaper. 

Simmons stated: MI went to see the Birth of a Nation for the first 

13 
time that week. It made a tremendous impression on everybody." 

The Menace was a second factor whose influence contributed to¬ 

ward creating the atmosphere from which the Elan emerged. 

The Menace was an anti-Catholic weekly which made its initial 

issuance out of Aurora in southwestern Missouri April 15, 19U, and 

reiterated to the evangelical groups throughout the South that Roman 

Catholicism threatened the Republic.^ A year after the first issue, 

the sworn circulation was 662,358} later, in 1912, the Literary 

Digest estimated that the weekly had more than a million subscribers.^ 

The Menace was owned by W. F. Phelps, who had been working with a 

. 16 
socialist organ in Eansas, and Earl McClure, Phelps' step-son. It was 

written by the editor, the Rev. Theodore C. Walker, a Congregational 

preacher, who filled it with "potent prose and poesy revealing the 

diabolical intrigues of the Church in its attempt to invoke American 

17 
Catholics ...."' During the first year of publication, Marvin 

Brown, a "bang-up" journalist and fraternity enthusiast, was added 

to the staff to offset the theological stodginess of Walker.^® In 

1914» the paper had attained a circulation of over 1,400,000 mainly 

in the Mid-west and the South.^ 
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The paper had but one purposes it attacked the Homan Catholic 

church and anything related to it, using the same style of eposes 

and attacks as the A. P. A. movement of the 1890’s, sensational ac¬ 

counts of escaped nuns and the ex-priest, slanders against the "old 

dago1* on the Tiber.2® Directing itself to the ignorant and credulous, 

it spread through the South, appealing to Baptists and Methodist» and 

other evangelical churchmen, evoking the age old antipathy of the 

Southern Protestant of any sect for the Catholic, imbuing that class 

with fear and hate of things shadowed by Romanism. 

Simmons, with his middle-class background, his excursion into 

the evangelical Methodist field, and his attachment to the Baptist 

21 
church in the years preceding the founding of the Klan, could not 

have failed to feel the influence of the appeal of the Menace. Later, 

"Klancraft" or propaganda was to reflect the very spirit of the 

paper's preachments; later, officials of the paper were Klansmen.22 

The third factor which cannot be ignored in explaining the origin 

of the Klan was the activity of Thomas E. Watson, a Georgia politician 

and writer. This agrarian rebel ruled Georgia politics in the de¬ 

cade preceding the founding of the Klan. "There was no governor of 

the state between 1906 and the time of Watson's death, a period of 

sixteen years, who did not owe at least one of his terms, in a 

greater or lesser degree, to Tom Watson's support. Some of the men 

Thom he elected he as surely defeated; in fact that was the rule 

rather than the exception, for rarely did he support the same man 

twice."23 

Watson first achieved public eminence as a Populist, but his 
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later popularity was maintained by his advocacy of three issues, each 

of which appealed peculiarly to the Southern middle-class, and upon 

which he issued preachment after preachment in his own publications 

and in speeches throughout Georgia. These issues were: the supre¬ 

macy of the white race, the overthrow of Catholicism, and the suppres¬ 

sion of Jewry. The newspapers founded by Watson and dedicated to 

these issues were: Tom Watson*s Magazine. founded in New York in 

March, 1905, reorganized as Watson*s Magazine in March, 1906, and 

discontinued shortly after Watson resigned the editorship in October, 

1906; Watson*s Jeffersonian Magazine founded January, 1907, and re¬ 

named Watson*s Magazine March, 1912; and the Weekly Jeffersonian, 

founded October, 1906. The last two publications were discontinued 

2JL 
when the mails were closed to them in August, 1917* 

In 1905, Watson pledged his populist party to support "a 

change in our Constitution (the Constitution of the State of Georgiy} 

which will perpetuate white supremacy in Georgia,"^ and in 1906 he 

enthusiastically supported the Progressive, Hoke Smith, against 

26 
Clark Howell in the gubernatorial race. One of Smith's party planks, 

which became the majôr issue in the campaign, appeared day after day 

in the pages of the Atlanta Journal: «THE ELIMINATION OF THE NEGRO 

FROM POLITICS ... BY LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL METHODS . . . ÏÏITH- 

27 
OUT DISFRANCHISING A SINGLE WHITE ION." 

Campaign stories of negro atrocities and campaign statements 

advocating lynch law reached fruition Then Smith's election precipi- 

2Ô 
tated a tragic sequel in Atlanta — the race riot of 1906. The 

riot lasted four days, and led Watson to write an editorial, «The 



8 

Ungrateful Negro," which was "more widely quoted in the South, 

especially in Georgia, than anything he wrote." It closed thusî 

"What does Civilization owe to the negro? 

"Nothing! 

"Nothing!! 

"NOTHING!!!"29 

In 1907» the legislature passed the bill submitting to the people of 

Georgia for ratification by them a constitutional amendment which was 

designed to disfranchise the blacks by the indirect means of requir¬ 

ing registration for voting. 

When Watson campaigned for the presidency of the United States 

on the Populist Ticket in 1908, he based his appeal so that it frankly 

precluded any but a sectional response. He stated that he was the 

only candidate who was "standing squarely for White Supremacy."30 

He preached a political alliance between West and South and found the 

cement for this union in their respective race problems.^ The pro¬ 

blem of the oriental on the Pacific Coast was brought to the attention 

of the people of Georgia and Alabama. After the ignominious failure 

of this campaign, even in Watson1 s own state, he turned his energy in 

full blast upon the Negro and "advocated the adaption of a policy of 

repression so severe and so firm that the great mass of negroes would 

reconcile themselves to a condition of recognized peasantiy — a 

laboring class ... ."^ In his early days, Watson had ignored the 

race issue, and had scathingly ridiculed Southern demagogues who used 

"Negro Domination" as their "stock-in-trade. "33 let there were few 

public figures who could rival his later asseverations upon "the 

superiority of the Aryan." or the "HIDEOUS, OMINOUS, NATIONAL MENACE" 
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3A of Negro domination. Negroes, he proclaimed in his magazine, 

"simply have no comprehension of virtue, honesty, truth, gratitude 

or principle." "In the South, we have to lynch him (the Negro) 

occasionally, and flog him, now and then, to keep him fern blaspheming 

the Almighty, by his conduct, on account of his smell and his color." 

He openly advocated lynching: "Lynch law is a good sign: it shows 
35 that a sense of justice yet lives among the people." 

Catholicism also came in for its share of the blasts from 

Watson's presses. 

In 1910, tendencies in the Watson publications to frown upon 

the Homan Church quickly grew more exaggerated^ and in August, 1910, 

Watson published the first chapter of a series entitled, "The Roman 

Catholic Hierarchy: The Deadliest Menace to our Liberties and our 
37 Civilization." This article marked "the beginning of a delibeir¬ 

ately planned crusade." This series ran for twenty-seven months, 

to be followed by "The History of the Papacy and the Popes," and 

others — which all came out in pamphlet form upon completion. îhe 

crusade continued for seven years until his publications were ex- 

eluded from the mails during the World War. During this seven- 

year period Watson became identified in the public mind with the anti- 

Catholic crusade. With sensational falsity, he wrote against the 

Roman Church. To a correspondent, he said: 21 have just slaugh¬ 

tered a long line of Popes for my May installment. "39 At the head 

of each installment of his first series, he placed an italicized 

note proclaiming the sole object of his attack to be the church 

organization}^ but "if half his readers had never set eyes on 

monk or nun, they were none the less absorbed t>7 lurid revelations 
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of convent, confessional, and ‘convenient sacristy»; not to mention 

a hundred other sinister wonders undreamed of in rural imagination. 

The immense popularity of his publications throughout Georgia 

and the neighboring states was indicated by their financial success.^ 

Their major appeal was to that class of Southern rural Methodists and 

Baptists from ithich Simmons came. Watson, along with some of his 

supporters, organized in 1911 a society, "The Guardians of Liberty," 

which became predominantly anti-Catholic in tone in 1912, and which 

"taking root in fertile soil," flourished until the World War. 

The last issue that Watson agitated in his fana&cal presses 

was that of Jewry. 

In April, 1913, the attention of the nation focused upon Georgia 

and the most sensational murder trial in the history of that state. 

This was the Leo Frank case.^ Frank was a young Jewish superin¬ 

tendent of an Atlanta pencil factory who was accused of murdering 

Mary Phagan, a fourteen-year-old girl, in the basement of the factory. 

Race prejudice dogged the case from beginning to end. Terror-stricken 

by the demands of the mob, the courts found Frank, who was prob¬ 

ably innocent, guilty and sentenced him to die.^5 

National opinion asked for commutation of the sentence. Such 

people as Jane Addams and ex-Govemor Eugene Foss of Massachusetts 

pleaded in Frank's behalf. The legislatures of Texas and Tennessee 

passed resolutions asking that his life be saved.^ 

Watson seized this occasion to turn his vituperative efforts 

whole-heartedly upon Jewry. "There was saarcely an issue of his pub— 
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lications for more than a year without its article on the Frank 

case* Hundreds of pages were devoted to it, whole issues of his 

magazine, page after page of the weekly . • • • He pulled all the 

stops: Southern chivalry, sectional animus, race prejudice, class 

consciousness, agrarian resentment, state pride.,,H' A rumor that the 

governor would commute the sentence called forth the headline: 

"RISE! PEOPLE OF GEORGIA"j and when Governor John M. Slaton did 

commute Frank's sentence, the people of Georgia rose. Slaton had 

been elected by one of the largest majorities ever given for the 

office: the day he retired, it was necessary to declare martial law 

for his protection.^ 

Watson continued his campaign. Hancbi.ils and "stacks of the 

Jeffersonian 'melted like snowflakes' • • • • The circulation of 

Watson's weekly leaped from around 25,000 at the beginning of the 

Frank crusade to 87,000 copies for the week ending September 4, 

50 
1915*" Threats of lynching continued to appear in Watson's papers 

and on the night of August 16, 1915, & small group of men entered 

the prison, removed Frank about one hundred and seventy-five miles 

to Marietta, and lynched him.^ In the next issue of the Jeffer¬ 

sonian. Waston devoted eight pages to the case and a defense of 

lynch law based on the text: "THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE IS THE VOICE 

OF GOD."^ In defiance of Northern, Western, and Southern cjSjfticism, 

he warned, in his paper that, "We will meet the 'Leo Frank League' 

with a Gentile League, if they provoke us much further • • •" and he 

intimated that "another Eu Klux Elan may be organized to restore 

HOME RULE."53 

What of the influence of Watson upon Simmons? "If Watson had 
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any hand in launching the new organization, no record has been 

found that reveals it. let if any mortal man may be credited (as 

no one man may rightly be) with releasing the forces of human 

malice and ignorance and prejudice, which the Klan merely mobilized, 

that man was Thomas E. Wa^\on.”^ 

Simmons day dream of a secret fraternity on the model of the 

original Klan naturally could not be segregated from the prevalent 

issues of Catholicism, Jewry, and TJhite Supremacy. As his own shad¬ 

owy ideal of fratemalism came into conjunction with these current 

prejudices, he saw the practicality of adapting them as objectives 

pf the proposed fraternal order. He wanted to use white supremacy, 

suppression of Jewry, and overthrow of Catholicism as means to se¬ 

cure the foundation of his new Klan. His end in view was its 

founding and not an active suppression campaign on behalf of native, 

white, Protestant supremacy. Simmons used the prejudices then ram¬ 

part mainly to attract membership. He certainly believed in them; 

and, when searching for purposes for the new Klan, he selected those 

most natural to his background. However, it must be recorded in his 

favor that, with him, the fraternal order came first. To quote 

Simmons, his primary motive was to establish "a fraternal, patrio¬ 

tic, secret order for the purpose of memorializing the great heroes 

of our national history, inculcating and teaching practical frater¬ 

nity among men, to teach and encourage a fervent practical patriotism 

toward our country, and to destroy from the hearts of men the Mason 

and Dixon line, and build thereupon a great American solidarity and 

distinctive national conscience which our country sorely stands in 

need of 
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Ward Greene said that Simmons conceived the idea of a frater¬ 

nity from the private drinking organisations, known as "locker- 

club s," which flourished because of the state-wide prohibition which 

existed in Georgia. Perhaps Simmons was concerned more with the form 

than with the purpose of these organizations; at any rate, he pro¬ 

posed the Klan to City Clerk Walter Taylor as a "loôker-club," but 

Taylor predicted its failure, saying that men wanted to be animals 

like Lions, Elks, Owls and not KuKLuxers.^ 

In 19131 Simmons tried to interest some of the scoffing repor¬ 

ters in Atlanta in the chartering of a secret fraternity to be or¬ 

ganized under the name of Ku Klux Klan, and failed;^ but as he was 

"formerly a Methodist exhorter, a member of the missionary Baptists," 

a dreamer, and "as full of sentiment as a plum is of juice," he was 

obessed with the idea of a second Klan in the tradition of the 

.. . 5Ô 
first. 

He finally launched the movement on October 26, 1915, at a 

meeting of thirty-four of his friends (three of idiom were members 

of the original Klan), to whom he outlined his purposes, and after 

receiving their approval, he applied to the State of Georgia for a 

charter for the organization.^ 

Simmons, in an interview with Angus Perkerson of the Atlanta 

Journal, described the following initiation and oath taking which 

occurred Thanksgiving Day, 1915s "The legal requirements of a 

charter by county and state were conplied with; then the time came 

for the administering of the oath of the Klan. Where should such 

a meeting be held? Stone Mountain was suggested, and to the top of 
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the mountain we repaired, in the dead of winter, with icicles a foot 

long hanging on the rocks. The fiery cross was erected on the 

mountaintop, for the first time in fifty years, and there the oath 

60 
was given and the Invisible Kingdom brought back to life." The 

length of the icicles has been disputed by many journalists, but it 

is a fact that Simmons and fifteen followers did trudge up the huge 

mass of stone near Atlanta to bum a cross, spread on a rock altar 

an American flag, and consecrate themselves as American followers of 

the Constitution, as Protestants, as Christians, and as white men, 

to the eternal maintenance of white supremacy.^ 

The charter from the State was received and on July 1, 1916, 

the Order was duly incorporated in the Supreme Court of Fulton 

County. The purpose, as described in the charter, was "purely bene¬ 

volent and eleemosynary"; and the organization was described as a 

fraternity or business having no capital stock and intending no 

62 
gain or profit to its members. Its name was the "KNIGHTS OF THE 

KU KLUX KLAN."^ This new KLan, said Simmons, was to have the "same 

spiritual purpose" as its predecessor, "but a different material 

form; the same soul in a new body."^ 

Members were enthusiastic and funds were acquired to rent head¬ 

quarters in Atlanta. The executive office was in a downtown office 

building, and William Joseph Simmons was, of course, Imperial Wizard. 

Advertisements for the Klan appeared in the Atlanta papers in 1915 

and 1916s "No 'Bough Necks', 'Eowdies' nor 'Yellow Streaks' Admit¬ 

ted"; "a classy order of the highest class"; "If you are seriously 

interested . . . write now to 'TI-BO-TIM', P. 0. Box 782, Atlanta, 

Georgia." Simmons said that this cryptic name was used only to at- 
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65 
tract attention and he dropped it after short usage. 

In 1916, the advertising ceased and the Klan retired to ob¬ 

scurity. It was still only a local organization; Simmons did not 

actively pursue the original financial plan by which he had inten¬ 

ded to make the Klan successful. The financial security was 

further impaired in 1916 when a traitor in the Klan embezzled all 

the funds and then organized a counterfeit rival order, leaving the 

Order penniless and with an accumulation of debts. Simmons mort¬ 

gaged his home to carry on. In his words: "During all this time 

of dread and darkness, I virtually stood alone, but remaining true 

to the dictates of unsullied honor, I steered the infant organiza¬ 

tion through dangerous channels, and finally succeeded in making 

good in the payment of debts, and starting the institution • . . 

upon a nation-wide expansion."^ 

That Simmons was not interested in money for himself, apart 

from his Klan, is proved by his refusal to enter with Jonathan B. 

Frost into a plan to gain one million dollars, by exploitation of 

his organization. Evidence points to the fact that he lived leanly 

and unpretentiously to keep his work alive. In 1920, the Imperial 

67 
Palace was on the top-floor of a second-rate office building. 

So the Klan existed as a local club in Atlanta until 1920, its 

membership never exceeding five thousand, perhaps because Simmons 

was a poor business man and used slack methods.^ 

We may call the period from 1915 to 1920 that of the "founder." 

The most important contribution of Simmons to the Klan's endurance 
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was his singular honesty and his ability to insinuate himself into 

the sympathies of the average^of the middle-class, whose likes 

and dislikes he instinctively understood. Simmons served as a model 

for later Klan leaders and organizers.^ Evans, later Imperial 

Vizard of the Klan, sums up the aims of the Atlanta orginators thus: 

"The chief idea of the founders seems to have been merely to start 

a new fraternal society, based on rather vague sentiments of brother¬ 

hood among white Americans, and of loyalty to the nation and to Pro¬ 

testantism. There was also a sentimental reverence for the Klan of 

the ’Sixties which led to the revival of the old name and some of the 

ritual. There was finally the basic idea of white supremacy, but 

this was also at the time a mere sentiment, except as it applied to 

70 
some negro unrest." 

****** 

With the entrance of Edward Young Clarke into the organization 

in 1920, the second phase of the Modem Klan begins. 

To Clarke, "dreams were of more tangible stuff" than to Sim¬ 

mons. Clarke was a wandering reporter who was interested in money¬ 

making schemes and who enjoyed flashy eminence as a press-agent and 

booster in and about Atlanta. He had tried soliciting for the 

Woodmen of the World, had promoted war fund campaigns, and was known 

71 
throughout Georgia as the "doctor of sick towns." The city dir- 

ectory of Atlanta lists him as follows: 

"1915, ’Secretary, Brooks County Industrial Club;* 
1916, 'Secretary, Georgia Chamber of Commerce;’ 
1918, 'Secretary, Southeastern Exhibit Associ ation; ' 
1920-21 'President Southern Publicity Association."?'2 
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While In charge of a harvest festival in Atlanta, he met Mrs. 

Elizabeth Tyler who was doing hygiene work and boosting a "better 

babied'movement. They discussed business possibilities of the 

post-war days and formed the Southern Publicity Association, she to 

be the financier and office manager, and Clarke to be field repre¬ 

sentative and publicity campaign manager. 

The monetary potentiality of the Klan came to the attention of 

the Southern Publicity Association in this manner, as described by 

Mrs. Tyler: "We came into contact with Colonel Simmons and the Ku 

KLux Klan through the fact that my son-in-law joined it. We found 

Colonel Simmons was having a hard time to get along. He couldn't 

pay his rent. His receipts were not sufficient to take care of his 

personal needs • • • • After we had investigated it from every angle, 

we decided to go into it with Colonel Simmons and give it the impetus 

that it could best get from publicity." 

Clarke in his official capacity as President of the Southern 

Publicity Association closed a contract with Simmons June 7» 1920, 

which made Clarke Imperial Kleagle (General Superintendent of the 

organization department), and gave him power to hire as his assistant 

any Klan member in good standing subject to Simmons' approval. Out 

of every $10.00 membership fee he was to receive $8.00 for the 

expenses of himself and his subordinate organizers, and $2.00 per¬ 

sonally for each new member taken in within the first six months by 

Clarke, himself, or his agents. The contract was mutually binding; 

Clarke was to advance the office rent and other incidental expenses 

and salary of not less than $75 per week and traveling expenses to 
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Simmons and to reimburse himself from the $2.00 due him on new 

75 
members. 

The Southern Publicity Association became the tail that was to 

wag the Ku Klux dog, until Clarke was ousted from the Klan organi¬ 

zation in February, 1923» Clarke and Mrs. Tyler associated them¬ 

selves with the Klan for the frank puipose of making money and they 

were willing to do almost anything to make it. Postal Inspector O.B. 

Williamson of Aüanta said: "Mr. Clarke explained to me that he was 

at the head of what he called the propagation department, and that 

this was operated by Mrs. Tÿler and himself, and that it was organi¬ 

zed for profit."*^ 

National attention was first drawn to the Klan through the ef¬ 

forts of a resourceful newspaper reporter, one Matty, who heard of 

the Ku Klux costumed meetings in Atlanta. After refusal by Clarke 

and Simmons to allow pictures of the white robes and flaming crosses, 

he faked his pictures, hiring men with fieiy crosses at 25$ a man, 

photographing them, and selling the photographs throughout the 

country. The New York Times put a group of them in its Rotogravure 

section.*^ 

Clarke, who opposed Matty's actions, approved the result. 

Here was publicity. The basis was false pictures, but the publicity 

78 
in the stories was not unfavorable. If the public liked false 

pictures, it would like valid ones more. Clarke seized the chance 

and members began pouring in at the rate of $10 a head. 

Around the time of Matty's "investigation," an incident occurred 
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that drew new attention to the Klan's existence. There was a man 

named Thomas who kept a "hot dog" stand in Lakewood, near Atlanta. 

He was threatened with the "1001 eyes," symbol of the Klan. Thomas 

cut his threatener "into ribbons" in self-defense, as he claimed, 

and killed another man in connection with the same episode. The 

attack was generally attributed to the Klan, but was soon forgotten 

in Atlanta. It was the only incident in all the Klan's violences 

that occurred in Atlanta, and then the Klan's connection with it was 

79 
not absolutely established. 

Before the rest of the country became aware of the Klan, the 

people of Atlanta regarded it as a joke. The headquarters in an 

Atlanta building occupied ithe floor above an oculist's; and as the 

Klan sign read "1001 eyes," few knew that the Klan sign was not the 

go 
oculist's. As the Klan grew, Atlanta continued to regard it with 

serenity. But the rest of the nation did not, and, through news¬ 

paper publicity handed out by Clarke, it inspired thoughts of dis¬ 

ciplined vigilantes such as the California Night Eiders and the 

Vigilantes of the Kentucky Tobacco War of the early twentieth cen¬ 

tury. 

In January, 1921, in the New York Herald. Clarke launched a 

series of articles, based on material furnished by Simmons, pub¬ 

licising the new Klan. In the meantime activities of KLeagles 

(organizers) aroused unfavorable publicity which found its way into 

81 
Northern newspapers. 

Opposition arose from those who overestimated its early mem¬ 

bership. The mayor of New York City issued a statement that he 
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would not tolerate the entrance of the Klan into his city, and the 

Assistant District Attorney, Alfred J. Talley, said that any effort 

of the Klan to enter New York would lead to the a ction of criminal 

authorities, as nno secret oath-bound organization was needed to 

preserve and perpetuate devotion to the American government, nor to 

uphold the laws of the land, and the Constitution upon which our 

82 
government is founded." In the summer of 1921, Clarke inserted 

half-page advertisements in newspapers in New York, Chicago, and 

other large cities, warning against "an apparent nation-wide attempt 

through public statements in the press, and conduct of lawless 

citizens and traitors within our own ranks ... to discredit the 

83 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in the eyes of the public." 

By August, 1921, the official Klan membership was 85,000.®^ 

At this time, the movement in opposition to Klan activities came into 

being. Northern periodicals publicized the Klan because of its 

appeal to popular interest, and they condemned it because of what they 

regarded as its threat to the nation's legal forces. In September, 

1921, the New York World published a series of exposés reflecting 

mainly upon the characters of Clarke and Mrs. lÿler. Simultaneously, 

the New York American published the "confessions" of C. Anderson 

Wright, former head of a Klan subsidiary (the Knights of the Air). 

In October, 1921, the Klan was investigated in a hearing before 

the Bouse Rules Committee, but escaped prosecution, due to lack of 

85 
evidence. 

This opposition movement suddenly placed the Klan in a posi¬ 

tion of national importance and increased its membership. The 
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South resents outside interference in matters of local patriotism 

and when condemnation came from the New York World, the "bull- 

headed Southerners running true to form, first woke up to the fact 

that there was a Klan, then smiled upon it because the World spat 

86 
on it, and then ended by embracing it enthusiastically." 

The Klan movement was launched and the anti-KLan crusade was on. 

The impetus for the national spread of the Klan had been pre¬ 

pared. The denunciations of the World and the financial scheming 

of Clarke and Mrs. Tyler had laid the base. It was these forces 

which made the Klan a million-dollar industry in two years, which 

moved its headquartersf rom over the oculist's to the "Night-Gown 

Palace" on jFsachtree Road, which made the palace the manufacturing 

place of robes and hard cash and "hates. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE MODERN KLAN 

Before continuing the history of the Klan, it is necessary to 

explain in some detail its structural organization and to show how 

this organization led to a quick growth and wide appeal. The 1915 

Klan structure must not be confused with that of 1922. The poten¬ 

tialities of the charter had not been realized at the earlier date. 

Until 1920, the Klan was a local order, in and around Atlanta. 

When the Klan spread in 1921, *22, and *23 to include about three 

million men throughout the nation, the constitutional diagram for 

the national organization waa approximately fulfilled. 

A study of the organization involves an interpretation of its 

basic charter, its purposes and principles, its national territorial 

and financial structure, its membership qualifications, ritual, oath, 

and the allied or subsidiary projects — the sister organization 

and the Klavaliers. 

The Klan owed its legal existence to, and based its organi¬ 

zation on a charter, granted July 1, 1916, by the Superior Court 

of Fulton County, Georgia.*- This charter allowed the establishment 

of a corporation, a "patriotic, secret, social, benevolent order 

under the name and style of ‘KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN»," which 

corporation was to be purely benevolent and eleemosynary with no 

capital stock, gain or profit to the members. The principal office 

was to be in Fulton County, Georgia, but decrees, edicts and certi¬ 

ficates of organization were to be allowed outside the state, when- 
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ever desirable in the conduct of KLan business. The Society was 

to have the power to confer "initiative degree ritualism," frater¬ 

nal and secret obligations, words, grips, signs, and ceremonies, 

and such powers and rights as those enjoyed by the Independent Order 

of Odd Fellows, True and Accepted Masons, Knights of Pythias, and 

other such orders. A Supreme Legislative body (Imperial Klonvoka- 

tion), with powers to adopt and amend constitutions and by-laws for 

the regulation of the general purpose and welfare of the order, 

was provided. This organ was to be composed of the "SUPREME OFFICERS 

AND 'KLOPPERS*' (DELEGATES selected by the 'Klorero' (STATE CON¬ 

VENTION) of the SEVERAL 'REALMS» (subordinate jurisdiction); and of 

such other persons as the constitution and by-laws of the Society 

may provide." 

The business of the Society was to be under the control of the 

Imperial Wizard (in his capacity as President) who was to be 

amenable to the Imperial KLoncilium (Supreme Executive Committee), 

a majority of whom would have authority to act, and a two-third's 

majority of whom would have power to veto official acts of the 

Imperial Wizard in matters of general welfare. The Wizard could 

contract with other members of the Society "for the purpose of pro© 

moting and conducting its interests and general welfare, in any way, 

manner, or method?1 he thought "proper," subject to the restrictions 

in relation to the Imperial ELoncilium. 

The charter gave the applicants the right to adopt a consti- 
% 

tution and by-laws and to elect a Kloncilium (Supreme Executive 

Committee), which was to fix the number, title, and terms of its 

own officers, and which was to have powers of the Klonvokation until 
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that body should be elected. Applicants were also given the right 

to own and nto control the sale of all paraphernalia, regalia, 

stationery, jewelry and such other materials needed by the subordin¬ 

ate branches?} to publish a fraternal magazine and any other needed 

literature; to buy, hold and sell real estate and personal pro¬ 

perty; to sell, exchange or subleasè any of the same; to mortgage 

or create liens thereon; to borrow money; to execute promissory 

notes and have and use a common seal; to sue and be sued; to plead 

and be impleaded; and to have all rights that are conferred on 

like societies by the laws of Georgia. 

The charter followed the form of a charter for an ordinary 

fraternal organization such as one of the several which it named. 

In 1916, the founders of the order did not foresee that its later 

controlling members would take full advantage of the "money-clause s" 

to pervert the fraternity into a business. 

The Constitution^ of the Ku Klux KLan was, of course, the 

basis for the organic form of the Orders Provision for a Constitu¬ 

tion appeared in the Charter, where the petitioners were granted 

3 
the authority to adopt a constitution and by-laws. However, it 

seems that the petitioners were expected to retain this power only 

during the period of organization, for the Charter also provided for 

an "Imperial Klonvokation" (Supreme Legislative Body) with power to 

adopt and amend constitutions. Thus it would seem that the peti- 

oners were empowered to adopt a constitution pending the organization 

of a Klonvokation. It appears, however, that they did not use this 
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power, but held their Constitution in a tentative or provisional 

status for the first seven years of the Klan's existence. On 

July 3, 1916, they "authorized" or approved a Constitution,^ written 

by Simmons. This document affirmed the "original Jurisdiction" 

of the Klonvokation "in all matters pertaining to creating and 

amending the Constitution and Laws . . . In the light of this, 

it would appear that the Klonvokation had to ratify the Consti¬ 

tution before it became effective. . 

The Constitution was finally ratified in 1922. Since repre¬ 

sentatives from the national subdivisions,—the Realms and the 

provinces, were necessary members of the Klonvokation as ordered 

in both Charter and Constitution (Art.VI.Sec.1 and Sec-2), and since 

the Order did not begin its national spread until 1920, the or¬ 

ganized structure was not sufficiently filled to permit a Klonvo¬ 

kation until 1922. Therefore, its "initial session" was held 

November 29, 1922.8 Minutes of May 1 and May 2, 1923, say that the 

Klan Constitution was copyrighted in 1921, and legally ratified by 

the Imperial Klonvokation of the new Administration November 29, 

7 
1922. After its copyright date in 1921 it was "widely distributed 

and generally available." Slightly revised, it was published again 

in Atlanta in 1926.8 

Concerning the official ratification in 1922: Simmons, who 

had the rather enpty title of Bnperor, declared and proclaimed 

the Constitution; Edward Young Clarke, acting in his official cap¬ 

acity as Imperial KLaliff (ex-officio President of the Imperial 

Klonvokation), affirmed that the text was correct and offered it 
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for adoption to the Imperial Wizard, Hiram Wesley Evans, and to 

the Imperial Klonvokation of Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Incor¬ 

porated; Evans, as Imperial Kligrapp (Secretary), attested Clarke’s 

*ffinnation and, as incoming Imperial Wizard, ratified the con¬ 

stitution; H. K. Ramsey, Imperial Kligrapp of the new Administra¬ 

tion, attested the seal of the Knights of the Ku Klux ELan.^ 

****** 

The Klan purposes as stated in the Constitution are found 

scattered throughout the Imperial Proclamation and the Preamble 

and are definitely described in Article II, which is entirely de¬ 

voted to ’’Objects and Puiposes." 

Article II, Section Is "Hie objects of this Order shall be 

to unite white male persons, native-born Gentile citizens of the 
i 

United States of America, who owe no allegiance of any nature or 

degree to any foreign government, nation, institution, sect, ruler, 

person or people; whose morals are good; whose reputations and 

vocations are respectable; whose habits are exemplary; who are of 

sound minds and eighteen years or more of age, under a common 

oath into a brotherhood of strict régulations; to cultivate and 

promote patriotism toward our Civil Government; to practice an 

honorable klannishness toward each other; to exemplify a practical 

benevolence; to shield the sanctity of the home and the chastity of 

womanhood; to maintain forever white supremacy, to teach and faith¬ 

fully inculcate a high spiritual philosophy through an exalted 

ritualism, and by a practical devotion to conserve, protect and 

maintain the distinctive institutions, rights, privileges, princi¬ 

ples, traditions and ideals of a pure Americanism.” 
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Its peculiar objects (Sec,3) are: "First, to protect the 

weak, the innocent, and the defenseless frcan the indignities, wrongs 

and outrages of the lawless, the violent and the brutal; to re¬ 

lieve the injured and the oppressed; to succortthe suffering and 

unfortunate, especially widows and orphans. Second, to protect and 

defend the Constitution of the United States of America, and *11 

laws passed in conformity thereto, and to protect the States and 

the people thereof from all invasion of their rights from any source 

whatsoever. Third, to aid and assist in the execution of all con¬ 

stitutional laws, and to preserve the honor and dignity of the 

State by opposing tyranny, in any and every form or degree, from 

any and every source whatsoever, by a fearless and faithful admini¬ 

stration of justice through due process of law; and to meet 

promptly and properly every behest of Duty without fear and without 

reproach." 

The fraternal basis of the organization is not forgotten: 

"We can best accomplish these noble purposes through a mystic, 

social, patriotic, benevolent association, having a perfected 

lodge system, with an exalted ritualistic form of work and an ef- 

fective form of government, not for selfish profit, but for the 

mutual betterment, benefit and protection of our oath-bound as¬ 

sociates, and their loved ones; do physically, socially, morally 

and vocationally 

" PROCLAIM TO THE WORLD 

"That we are dedicated ... to the exalted privilege of 

demonstrating the practical utility of the great (yet most neg¬ 

lected) doctrine of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of 

man as a vital force in the lives and affairs of men."^® 
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Nor was the reverential promise to the original Klan ignored. 

The Order pledged itself toMcreate and maintain an institution by 

which the present and succeeding generations shall commemorate the 

great sacrifice, chivalric service and inperishable achievement of 

the 'Ku KLux Klan of the Reconstruction period of American History, ' 

to the end that justice and honor be done the sacred memory of 

those who wrought through our mystic society during that period, 

and that their valiant accomplishments be not lost to posterity; 

to peipetuate their faithful courage, noble spirit, peerless prin¬ 

ciples and faultless ideals; to hold sacred and make effective their 

spiritual purpose in this and future generations; that they be 

rightly vindicated before the world by a revelation of the whole 

truth" (Art.II, Sec.2). 

In the Preamble "the members of this Order ... in order to 

insure unity of organization; to guarantee an effective form of 

government; to peipetuate our great institution through patriotic 

and fraternal achievements; to preserve forever its holy principles; 

to continue and make vital its spiritual puxposes; to achieve its 

laudable objects; to attain its lofty ideals; to consummate its 

mission and to promote effectively all things set forth in The 

Imperial Proclamation herein;" declared "this Constitution of the 

Knights of the Ku KLux Klan, in lieu of the original Prescript of 

the Ku KLux Klan, as the supreme law of this Society," and pledged 

their "voice", their "loyalty", their "manhood" and their "sacred 

honor to enforce the same." 

Amid all these varied and indefinite purposes, a negative or 

exclusive factor emerges with greater clarity than any positive 
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objective. Ey seeking to unite "white, ... native bom Gentile 

citizens of the United States of American who owe no allegiance 

of any nature or degree to any foriegn ... institution, sect, 

ruler, person, or people," the Constitution implicitly excluded all 

Negros, Orientals, Jews, Anglicans, Roman Catholics, and aliens or 

naturalized citizens of whatever condition. 

Simmon's reasons for such exclusion were given to Albert 

de Silver in the New York Nation: "We exclude Jews because they 

do not believe in the Christian religion. We exclude Catholics 

because they owe allegiance to an institution that is foreign to 

the Government of the United States. Any native-born American who 

is a member of the English Church or any other foreign church is 

barred. To assure the supremacy of the white race we believe in 

the exclusion of the yellow race and in the disfranchisement of the 

negro. It was God's act to make the white race superior to all 

others. By some scheme of Providence the Negro was created as a 

serf .... We harbor no race prejudices. The Negro never had and 

11 
has not to-day a better friend than the Eu Klux Elan." 

Evans said that the purpose of the Elan was to "give recog¬ 

nition for an idea — the idea of preserving and developing America 

first and chiefly for the benefit of the children of the pioneers 

who made America^, and only and definitely along the lines of the 

purpose and spirit of those pioneers." This idea, he said,was not 

created by the Elan:: "it has long been a vague stirring in the souls 

of the plain people. But the Elan can fairly claim to have given 

it purpose, method, direction and a vehicle." He saw America 
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waking from a "lovely dream of a melting pot," and looked upon the 

12 
Klan as the defender of Americanism* 

13 
"Native, white, Protestant supremacy" was the KLan's slogan. 

The Klan stood for 100$ Americanism — in a political and in 

a social sphere under the control of native-born Americans. "Am¬ 

ericanism can only be achieved if the pioneer stock is kept pure." 

The Klan was against interbreeding of racial stocks, which it 

designated as "mongrelization." "The races and stocks of men are 

as distinct as breeds of animals, and every boy knows that if one 

tries to train a bulldog to herd sheep, he has in the end neither 

a good bulldog nor a good collie."-^ 

Klansmen thought democracy fundamental to American institu¬ 

tions and believed that few aliens could understand the American 

spirit.This position made the Klan antipathetic to immigration 

of any sort. 

Klansmen insisted that Protestantism must be supreme because 

Protestantism is an essential part of Americanism; without it 

America, stops. They thought Roman rule would kill it (the allusion 

is to Roman rather than Catholic). To them, Protestantism was in 

religion that same spirit of independence, self reliance, and freedom 

which is characteristic of the Nordic race: America was Protestant 

from birth and must remain so.^ 

An official announcement by the Order stated* "Among the 

principles for which tie organization stands are* “Suppression of 

graft by public office holders; preventing the causes of mob violence 



and lynchings; preventing unwarranted strikes by foreign agita¬ 

tors; sensible and patriotic immigration laws; sovereignty of 

State rights under the Constitution; separation of Church and State, 

and freedom, of speech and press, a freedom such as does not strike 

at nor imperil our government or the cherished institutions of our 

17 
people." ' 

It is noticeable that the purposes usually aimed at preserving, 

protecting, preventing or suppressing. Simmons once stated: "The 

Kuklux Klan is not 'anti* anything • But in many respects we are 

’non’. I mean that we are not actively fighting anything but 

18 
wrong, though there are things that we avoid; that we ‘are not'" 

"The KLansman’s Creed," published frequently in KLan news¬ 

papers, is an unofficial document which states very fairly some of 

the belief& of a large proportion of the membership; it is worth 

quoting in full because it reveals what a large number of Americans 

sincerely believed. 

"I believe in God and the tenets of the Christian religion 

and that a godless nation can not long prosper. 

"I believe that a church that is not grounded on the princi¬ 

ples of morality and justice is a mockery to God and to man. 

"I believe that a church that does not have the welfare of 

the common people at heart is unworthy. 

"I believe in the eternal separation of church and state. 

"I hold no allegiance to any foreign government, emperor, king, 

pope or any other foreign, political or religious power. 

"I hold my allegiance to the Stars and Stripes next to my al- 
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legiance to God alone* 

7ÏI believe in just laws and liberty. 

"I believe in the upholding of the Constitution of these 

United States* 

MI believe that our Free Public School is the cornerstone of 

good government and that those who are seeking to destroy it are 

enemies of our Republic and are unworthy of citizenship. 

"I believe in freedom of speech. 

"I believe in a free press uncontrolled by political parties 

or by religious sects. 

"I believe in law and order. 

nI believe in the protection of our pure womanhood. 

'1 do not believe in mob violence but I do believe that laws 

should be enacted to prevent the causes of mob violence. 

MI believe in a closer relationship of capital and labor. 

"I believe in the prevention of unwarranted strikes by foreign 

immigration. 

"I ana native-born American citizen and I believe my rights 

19 
in this country are superior to those of foreigners." 7 

According to the Imperial Wizard of the Klan, the purposes and 

aims were to be fulfilled through better citizenship, good government, 

support of law and order, close scrutiny of public questions, and 

participation in local and national government • The "American type" 

was to be supported by anti-alien and "pro-American" legislation. 

Secret politics and fanaticism were deplored. Bible study in the 

schools was to be made compulsory. The Klan boasted an intolerance 
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of everything that "strikes at the foundations of our race, our 

20 
country, and our freedom of worship." 

Because the negro was here through no fault of his own, the 

Klan's solution of his problem was that he should be protected. 

His limitations were regarded as evidentj he could never control 

politically or socially} therefore he should be left alone, but 

21 
laws against race mixture should be enacted. 

The question of the unassimilable alien — the oriental and 

the Jew — was more serious. The oriental was definitely unassi¬ 

milable j the Jewish problem was more of a religious nature. The 

Klan thought that as long as the Jew did not acknowledge Christ 

and perpetuated a low standard of living, he was a dangerous element, 

his effect upon Protestantism and the supremacy of the American 

stock was to be feared. As far as aliens and Jews were concerned 

the Klan felt that assimilation was impossible. Evans stated: "We 

can neither expel, . exterminate nor enslave these low standard 

aliens, yet their continued presence on the present basis means 

our doom." The Klan wished to find a "sane solution" to this pro- 

22 
blem as one of "the best justifications of the KLan's existence." 

Scarcely less lenient was the policy toward the Catholics, 

who were constantly critized because they would not renounce all 

affiliation with Rome and cut popery from their ritual and belief. 

Evans asserted* "Toward the Catholic Church as a political organi¬ 

zation, and toward the individual Catholic who serves it as such, 

we have a definite intolerance. We are intolerant of the refusal 
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of the Roman church to accept equality in a democracy, and resent 

its attempts to use clerical power in our politics* We resent, too, 

the subservience of members who follow clerical commands in politics. 

We are intolerant, also, of the efforts of the Roman church to 

prevent the assimilation of immigrant members. We demand that in 

politics and in. education the Roman Church abandon its clutching 

sifter special and un-American privileges, and that it become 

content to depend for its strength on the truth of its teachings 

and the spiritual power of its leaders. 

The working toward these goals was to be done in the secrecy 

regarded as necessary for protection of the Order from external 

opposition or disapproval in ary form. The inability to determine 

Klan numbers and power would be a major handicap for forces per¬ 

secuting the Order.^ 

****** 

The scope of this study precludes a detailed discussion of the 

structure of the Klan. However, a hrief analysis will give some 

idea of the highly centralized nature of the Order, which was or¬ 

ganized on a military basis and which functioned along undemocratic 

lines under the autocratic control of one man. In such an analysis, 

certain important aspects of the organization deserve especial 

emphasis. These include the power of the Imperial Wizard, head of 

the Klan; the part of the Kleagle, the major agent of its growth; 

and the function of the local Klantons, which, in sum total, consti¬ 

tuted the Klan. 

The "Invisible Empire" in a material sense embraced the whole 

world, and in a spiritual sense applied to all of the secret work- 
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ings and knowledge of the Order. It was divided into Realms 

(states), which were subdivided into Provinces (counties), which 

were in turn divided into local units, Klantons (which might in¬ 

clude a lodge, a town shift or a few wards in a large city, or a 

rural community center). The "convention" of the Invisible Empire 

was the KLonvokation, of the Realm the. KLorero, of the Province 

the Klonverse, of the KLanton the Klonklave. Everything which did 

not come under KLan jurisdiction was designated as being of the 

"Alien World" and all persons not members of the Order were "Aliens" 

(Art.III., Sec.1.2.3.4.5). 

The Bnperor was nominally the head of the Order; however his 

title was an empty one. Installed for life, he enjoyed little 

powers he was to have "entire charge of KLoranic, Ritualistic and 

Philosophic work" only, and was to be "an ex-officio member of all 

Imperial, Grand, Great and KLan bodies." (Art.V.,Sec.l). Simmons, 

the originator of the modem Elan, could not be ousted from the 

Order, as he held the office of Emperor for life. Until November, 

1922, he held both the titles of Emperor and Imperial Wizard, which 

were two separate offices. After 1922, he was merely Emperor, Evans 

having got control of the office of Wizard. "When Col. Simmons 

withdrew from the Order (parch, 1923) giving up his title of Emperor, 

his office was combined with that of Imperial Wizard and this 
25 latter office made even more potent." 

In contrast to the empty office of Emperor, the effective 

control of the KLan was placed in a central organization which con¬ 

sisted of a powerful executive department, headed by an Imperial 
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Wizard, and a relatively weak judiciary-advisory body (Kloncilium) 

and legislature (ELonvokation). 

Commenting upon the nature of the central organization, Paul 

S. Etheridge, Supreme Attorney under Evans, stated: "The form and 

character of our government is both in theory and practice mili¬ 

tary and in a: . sense autocratic .... The military feature runs 

through all our phases of operation . ..." Etheridge’s state¬ 

ment is perfectly valid and is upheld by Article I, Sections 2 and 

3, of the Klan Constitution: 

"Section 2. The government of this Order shall ever be 

military in character, especially in its executive management and 

control; and no legislative enactment or constitutional amendment 

hereafter shall encroach upon, affect or change this fundamental 

principle of the Invisible Empire. 

"Section 3* The government of this order shall be vested 

primarily in the Imperial Wizard, as Ccramander-inChief, who shall 

be supreme within the restrictions of this constitution, and as 

otherwise provided, and whose decisions, decrees, edicts, mandates, 

rulings and instructions shall be of full authority and unquestion¬ 

ably recognized and respected by each and every citizen of the 

Invisible Empire." 

The Klan then, though professing to be democratic, had a 

despotic government. The Wizard had enormous power. He appointed 

Imperial Officers (who constituted the Kloncilium and sat in the 

Klonvokation) and Grand Dragons (Art.X.Sec.10). and could remove 

any official in the entire Klan structure at will, except the 
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Imperial Officers, for incampetency, disloyalty, neglect of duty, 

or unbecoming conduct (Art.X«Sec.9). Appeal against his dismis¬ 

sal was ineffectual as decisions of the supreme judiciary of the 

Order "on all matters of a judiciary nature coming before it for 

adjudication" were final only when "ratified by the Imperial Wizard" 

(Art.VII.Sec.6). His term of office was four years only (Art.IX, 

Sec.2) j but as he was elected and removed only by the Grand Dragons 

(Art.IX.Sec.l and Sec.2). whom he could appoint and remove in¬ 

stantly, the ousting of an Imperial Wizard after he was once in 

office was impossible. 

All members promised to "heed" his command (Sec.l, Oath of 

Allegiance)f7 to which there was no limit. He had very large, 

uncontrolled, constitutional powers and could produce sudden, secret, 

and decisive action whenever he wished. His major restriction was 

his oath as a KLansman, violation of which oath was a major offense 

against the Order. (Art.XX.Sec.2). 

Other duties, perogatives, and powers of the Wizard are found 

in Article X of the Constitution. He had supreme authority in all 

administrative matters, and in all matters not prescribed in the 

Constitution. He was empowered to delegate his authority, but "the 

Imperial Authority of this Order shall ever center and be vested 

in him and shall not be divided" (Sec.l). He could "specify the 

duties of all officers regardless of rank or station ..." and 

could remove officers for non-performance of duties (Sec.2). He 

alone could "issue charters for KLans," and "specify conditions on 

which charters could be issued'S" he could open and close charters 
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at his discretion or on request of a HLan, and could exercise full 

power to suspend or revoke charters (Sec,3). He could promulgate 

all secret signs and passwords of the Order (Sec.4) ; and he had 

"supreme supervision over all departments of this order" (Sec.5). 

He had full authority to issue decrees, mandates, etc., concerning 

any natter not specifically set forth in the Constitution, which 

decrees, mandates, etc. were to be obeyed by members on penalty 

of banishment (Sec.6). He had the right to manufacture all para¬ 

phernalia, regalia, jewelry, emblems, etc. of the Order (Sec.7). 

Authority was given him to initiate legislation in the Imperial 

Klonvokation (Sec.8), and the power to appoint Imperial Officers 

and Grand Dragons and designate their terms of office (Sec. 10) • 

He was to "have and hold full and original authority and power, 

office and title of 'Supreme ELeagle'", and, as such, he could solic¬ 

it applicants for membership, collect and receipt Klectokens (dues), 

and admit any person to membership when he chose, provided such 

person was eligible. (Sec.11). He had sole power to issue and sign 

all commissions and credentials, and he could "contract in the name 

of this Order, with other members for its extension, financing, 

management, operation and business interests (Sec.12). For all such 

activities, he was to fix the compensation. All residual powers 

came to him: "Whenever a question of paramount importance to the 

interest, well-being or prosperity of this Order arises, not pro¬ 

vided for in this Constitution, he shall have full power and 

authority to determine such question, and his decision which he shall 

report to the Imperial Klonvokation if requested, shall be final" 

(Sec.13). 
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The control of the organization by the central authority was 

not in keeping with the principles of democracy upheld by the 

Order; however, the effectiveness of the organization was to depend 

on unity of action and obedience to the Wizard. "The Order was not 

set up as a flexible institution to be molded and modified by 

its membership. "28 The success of the Order depended on the agree¬ 

ment of the rank and file with those at the top; when revolt later 

came from below, the Order suffered. 

The supreme advisory board of the Order was the Kloncilium 

which was also the judiciary (Art.X.Sec. 1 and Sec.2). As the 

Advisory Council to the chief executive of the national Order, it 

was composed of the Imperial Wizard and his fifteen Genii (Im¬ 

perial Officers) (Sec.l). Including the same Imperial Officers, 

it served as a court of appeals in all judicial matters (Sec.2). 

Its decisions were to be final when ratified by the Wizard (Sec.6). 

It met once a year (July) or when summoned by the Wizard or by 

five of its members. (Sec.4). It also had the vague grant of 

"power and authority ... to act in the interim between sessions 

of the Imperial Klonvokation" (Sec.3). Between meetings of the 

Kloncilium, the Imperial Wizard informed Imperial Officers of 

matters which were to be considered, sending such information and 

receiving replies by mail or otherwise (Sec.7) ♦ 

The Imperial Officers or Genii who constituted the KLonci- 

lium were: 

The Imperial Wizard (Supreme Chief Executive), 
Imperial Klaliff (Supreme 1st Vice-President), 
Imperial KLazik (Supreme 2nd Vice-President), 
Imperial Klokard (Supreme Lecturer), 
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Imperial Kludd 
Imperial ELigrapp 
Imperial ELabee 
Imperial ELadd 
Imperial ELarogo 
Imperial ELexter 
Imperial Klonsel 
Imperial Night Hawk 
Four Imperial Klokann 

The legislative branch was the ELonvokation which was made up 

of all Imperial Officers plus the highest administrative officer 

and one elected delegate (Klepeer) from each Realm and Province, 

and from any Klanton which should care to send its Exalted Cyclops 

(Art.VI,Sec, 1,2). The Imperial Wizard controlled the biennial 

meetings through appointment (Art.X,Sec.10) of the presiding offi¬ 

cials (the Imperial ELaliff was its president, and the Imperial 

Kligrapp its secretary) and through his veto power over all action 

(Art.VI.Sec.3) : he usually controlled the majority of the votes 

since each Realm was allowed one vote per one hundred ELansmen in 

good standing, and the Realm and Provincial officers, who had a 

personal vote, were appointed either by him or by his subordinates 

(Art.VI, Sec.2). All rules and by-laws of the Klonvokation became 

"effective within one hour after their passage unless vetoed by 

the Imperial Wizard within that time" (Art.VI.Sec.3). The ELonvo¬ 

kation was to enact laws for the regulation of the Imperial govern¬ 

ment and was to have original jurisdiction concerning the c reation 

of the Constitution and the amending of the Laws of the Order 

(Art.VI, Sec.l). 

(Supreme Chaplain). 
(Supreme Secretary), 
(Supreme Treasurer), 
(Supreme Conductor), 
(Supreme Innei>-Guard), 
(Supreme Outer-Guard), 
(Supreme Attornev), 
(Supreme Courier), 
(Constituting A Board of 
Auditors and Supreme advisors) 

(Art.VIII, Sec. 1). 

Turning from the central organization of the Order, to the 

structural form vhich its subdivisions took as they extended over 
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the country, it is essential to recognize at the outset that the 

territory of the Invisible Empire passed through two stages of devel¬ 

opment. The first stage was the organization stage, during which 

the area to be organized was controlled by a propagation depart¬ 

ment which functioned as a military organization similiar to an 

army.*' The Imperial Wizard in his capacity as Supreme Kleagle 

was the Chief-of-Staff or Adjutant-General (Art.X.Sec.ll). The 

whole country was divided into approximately ten Domains, each 

comprising a group of states; each state was a Realm, divided into 

districts where "Dens" were to organized. The Demain was in com¬ 

mand of a Grand Goblin; the Realm, under a King Kleagle; and a 

district under a Kleagle. The following is the list of Domains 

(July 2, 1921): 

1. Domain of the Southeast (Georgia, Tennessee, Virginia, 

Alabama, Mississippi, the two Carolinas,) . 

2. Demain of the West (Arizona, Arkansas, Texas,Oklahoma, 

Louisiana, New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Montana.) • 

3. Domain of the East (State of New Yorie.) . 

4. Demain of the Great Lakes (Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, 

Kentucky, Chio, Minnesota, Michigan). 

5. Domain of the Mississippi (Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, 

Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, North Dakota). 

6. Domain of the Pacific Coast (California, Washington, 

Nevada, Oregon, Idaho). 

7. Domain of the Northwest (Consolidated with former South¬ 

western Domain and then part of new Western Domain.) . 

Ô. Domain of the Capitol (District of Columbia.) . 
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9. Domain of the Atlantic (Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 

Maryland.)* 

10. Domain of New England (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 

Massachusetts, Connecticut.). 

(Unattached, Florida was to be under an appointee of the 

31 
Wizard,in Jacksonville, Florida.). 

These Domains were similar to divisions in an army, the Realms 

similar to brigades; the King Kleagle was to report to his im¬ 

mediate chief, the Grand Goblin; the Kleagle reported to the King 

Kleagle only. If a member wrote a letter to Atlanta, the letter went 

32 
to the Kleagle of the district first. The Wizard appointed 

and supervised his financial organizers who acted with delegated 

authority only. (Art.XII.Sec. 2 and Sec. 3)* 

The Kleagle was the most important of the minor functionaries. 

He was empowered "to administer the obligation, organize and in¬ 

struct Klans, and collect the requisite and necessary 'donation1 

of ten dollars"^ (Art.XII,Sec. 1 and Sec.5). From the sum, he 

kept four dollars for his services, and at the end of each week he 

submitted a written report of his activities, remitting six dollars 

to the King Kleagle. The King Kleagle retained one dollar and re¬ 

mitted five dollars to his Grand Goblin, who kept fifty cents and 

gave $4*50 to the Imperial Kleagle. He kept $2.50 and paid to the 

treasury of the Imperial Palace the remaining $2.00 of the origi¬ 

nal "donation." Each official filed his returns and the organi¬ 

zation prospered as a carefully conducted sales system.^ 

The Kleagle was watched closely. He signed a personal pledge 

of 1 oval tv to the TmnfiH al VJi wi35 GTVI ol OA el rmm/l am arvn 1 i AA 
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for an indemnity bond to indemnify the Wizard from loss in the sum 

of $1,000.00 (Constitutional basis was Art.XII.Sec.3 and Sec.4. and 

Art.XXIIl) .3^ Application for employment was made directly to the 

Wizard (Art.XII.Sec.l). 

The Kleagle in his status as an organizer was the most impor¬ 

tant underfunctionaiy.37 It was necessaiy to have reliable and 

good salesmen as they were the initiators of the membership and the 
33 

wealth of the Order. The officer in charge of a local den in 

its first stage "was always a Kleagle appointed by the Realm office 

with the approval of the Inperial Wizard from whom thus indirectly 

he received his credentials"^ (Art.XII,Sec. 2 and Sec.3). 

During the stage of organizing, the Kleagles were aided by 

traveling lecturers who stimulated interest in the Klan, and were 

upheld by service men who checked on the activities of the Kleagle, 

watched out for dissension, and recommended the suspension, 

banishment or reinstatement of KLansmen where advisable. Appointed 

by the King Kleagle, they were special representatives of the Realm 

office, and served further as "teachers" of procedure and policies 

in education, politics and society to neophytes.^® 

When any state was fully organized, the propagation department, 

with the approval of the Imperial Wizard, turned the territory 

over to its own officers (Art.XVIII.Sec.9). This conpleted the 

first stage of development. In the second stage, the chartered 

stage, the largest subdivision of the Empire was the Realm» which 

generally followed state lines and was headed by a Grand Dragon. 
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His officers called "hydras" corresponded to the Imperial officers 

except that their name was indicated by the prefix "Grand" rather 

than Imperial (Art.XVI, Sec.6) 

Just as the Grand Officers corresponded to the Imperial Officers, 

so there was a legislative body or KLorero which corresponded to the 

KLonvokation (Art.XVI.Sec.2). The KLorero, which was controlled 

partly by a representative element, and partly by appointees of the 

Imperial Wizard, selected the nine "hydras" of the Grand Dragon! à 

executive conncil, who were installed upon the approval of the 

Imperial Klazik (Art.XVI.Sec.6). The KLorero was the legislative body; 

however, veto power over their laws was given to both the Grand Dragon 

and the Wizard (Art«XVI,Sec.2) • Judicially, the Klorero did not 

function similarly to the Kloncilium. "In organized Realms the Grand 

Dragon" annually selected as a judiciary organ "a Grand Tribunal of 

twelve composed of either Hydras or Giants,^ provided that for the 

first two years after a Realm is instituted the Tribunal may be com¬ 

posed of Hydras, Furies, Exalted Cyclops and KLaliffs" (Art.XX.Sec.27). 

Each Province (county usually) had eight officers: a Great 

Titan appointed by the Grand Dragon of the Realm (Art.XVII.Sec.5). 

43 
and seven other Great Officers elected by the Klonverse (convention) 

(Art.XVII.Sec.5). which the Realm, Provincial officers, and the Ex¬ 

alted Cyclops and four KLepeers from each KLan might attend (Art .XVII, 

Sec.3). The function of the Klonverse was fraternal and social, 

aiming "to premote good fellowship" and to stimulate and develop 

the interest of KLansmen in the Order (Art.XVII.Sec.6). 

L. M. Mechlin asserted in 1924 that "the KLan of Emperor 
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Simmons is a pure idealization and to all intents and purposes 

non-existent. The real KLan is the local organization, which 

owing primarily to its secrecy, is a law unto itself."^ The Klanton 

was the smallest organized unit of the Order; however, it was 

closest to the members and the Order was the summation of its 

KLantons. The Klanton, like the Realm, went through two stages. 

In the provisional stage, it was controlled by a Kleagle who 

organized it. The power to admit members (within the limitations 

of his “Pledge of Loyalty") was entirely in the hands of the Kleagle, 

who, due to his pay throu^i the commission system, often empha¬ 

sized the number at the expense of quality of members taken in. 

The King Kleagle (Grand Dragon in an organized Realm) prescribed 

the location of the Klanton and the number of petitions neces¬ 

sary to institute a new Klanton (Art.XVIII.Sec. 1-a and 1-b). The 

number naturally varied with the size and type of the community.^ 

With the reception, of a charter (issued only by the Wizard), three 

advantages were secured: first, the local Klanton could determine 

its own membership (Art. XVIII.Sec. 3-a, 3-b, and 3-c) \ secondly, 

it secured some measure of self-government, in that it could select 

its own officials, an Exalted Cyclops and twelve terrors (Art.XVIII, 

Sec. 12) .47 subject to approval by the Great Titan of the Province 

or the Grand Dragon of the Realm (Art.XVIII.Sec.17): thirdly, it 
Y» 

received a financial advantage in that the Kleagle was usually dis¬ 

pensed with and the Exalted Cyclops received no fee, and thus $7.50 

of each subsequent "donation" was retained by the local KLan to 

meet local expenses (the remainder went to the national office in 

taxes) 
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The judicial body of the KLanton was the Tribunal, consisting 

of sixteen Klansmen chosen by lot from twenty-four nominees of the 

Exalted Cyclops, Klaliff, Klokard, and Kludd (Art. XX,Sec.11). 

Tried by the local Tribunal were charges of: treason against the 

United States, violation of Klan oaths, disrespect of virtuous 

womanhood, violation of laws of the Order or conspiracy against the 

Order, allegiance to foreign persons or institutions, successive 

(sic) drunkenness or habitual profanity, pollution of Caucasian 

blopd, repeated commission of a minor offense (Art.XX.Sec.2) and 

various minor derelictions (Art.XX.Sfec.3). Penalties, upon con¬ 

viction, fell into four classes: 1. Reprimand; 2. Suspension; 

3. Banishment; 4. Extreme Penalty — banishment forever and eternal 

ostracism in all things by members of the Order (Art.XX.Sec.4). 

Normally, penalties were incurred only after trial and con¬ 

viction by the local Tribunal (Art.XX.Sec.19) or the Grand Tribu¬ 

nal (Art.XX.Sec.25): if convicted in some other jurisdiction than 

his own, the Klansman could appeal to the Imperial Kloncilium 

(Art.XX.Sec.25). However, the Imperial Wizard had the authority 

to initiate charges or "at his discretion to issue banishment order" 

against any Klansman for any offense not mentioned in the Con¬ 

stitution but "inimical to the best interest" of the Order. (Art.XX, 

Sec.34). Within ninety days after date of banishment by him, 

right of appeal to the Imperial Kloncilium was allowed (Art«XX, 

Sec.34). Since the Wizar<J> power to remove any officer was un¬ 

restricted, as was his authority to revoke or suspend charters of 

individual Klantons (mass expulsion), his right of banishment gave 

him ultimate power over every member of the Order. 

****•«■* 
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One of the obvious dangers of the Order both to society and 

to itself was the possibility of its perversion. "Behind its veil 

(of secrecy) it could be swung swiftly from one objective to 

another; it could be used in whole or in part — without the know¬ 

ledge of better-class members — for purposes to which they were 

bitterly opposed, but which they would aid through the very fact 
49 of their membership." 

The structure by which the central organization maintained 

this veil of secrecy was the "military line of communication." 

This was not, in the true sense, military, nor did it have a con¬ 

stitutional basis. It was developed by representatives from 

Imperial Headquarters whose goal was to perfect a super-secret 

service that could cany orders to any Klansman in America within 

48 hours of their issuance at Atlanta. Communications passed from 

the Imperial Wizard, through the Grand Dragons, and "from them in 

turn to the Great Titans, thé Exalted Cyclops, the sergeants, the 

(neighborhood corporals . . . ." Thus, it spread fanlike through 

the organization, operating upon every member of the Klan. Few 

Realms, however, could boast the efficiency aimed at by the Wizard. 

The basis of the "line" was the community committee of the local 

Klanton, which received information and also gathered it and sent 

it to the central organization by way of the "line." This com¬ 

munity committee acted as a moral, religious, political, and social 

surveyor of its respective area, and as a fact-finding committee 

for the local Den in order to furnish the higher officials with 

materials to define Klan policies. Information was more easily 
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disseminated down-ward than up-ward. Few KLantons had trained 

investigators; therefore, when an Exalted Cyclops wished an in¬ 

vestigation, he generally used a special "intelligence Committee*" 

50 
which acted secretly as his trusted personal agents. 

*■«•#*** 

Certainly the most vital concern of the central organization 

was the effectuation of its financial program. Although Simmons 

had no monetary interest in the "fraternity!1 Edward Young Clarke 

and Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler were concerned with it primarily for the 

sake of fiscal profit. Hiram W. Evans and his supporters ousted 

first Clarke and îÿler and, later, Simmons, in order to get control 

of the enormous sums which poured in during the years 1921 to 1924 

and which brought to Klan leaders personal wealth. 

Although the central officers got most of the income, the 

Realm and local divisions received sums sufficient to make "Catholic¬ 

baiting" a profitable business for any hustling Kleagle. 

Revenues for the Order went to the national officers from four 

sources, each sanctioned by the Klan constitution: 

"First, a percentage of each and every klectoken, whether 

paid to a Klan or to a Kleagle; such percentage to be determined by 

the Imperial Wizard" (Art.XV.Sec .1). This was a percent of the 

original "donation" (admission feel) and varied from 25% to 50%*^ 

"Second, a per capita tax, which shall be known as the Imperial 

Tax; which shall be a sum of money not to exceed fifteen (15$) cents 

per capita per month" (Art.XV,Sec. 1). This was paid when the KLanton 
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was chartered and amounted to about $1.80 per year. ^ The lucrative 

character of this tax is indicated by the fact that, for Pennsylvania, 

"the imperial tax, turned over to national headquarters from the 

time the first klan was chartered until October 1, 1925, totaled 

$94,653.90.1,53 

In 1922, the organization claimed a membership of 650,000 

which would yield an annual revenue of $1,202,500 from such dues 
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alone. The-Klan Oath taken by every KLansman during the cere¬ 

mony of "naturalization” (initiation) upheld this constitutional 

provision and also obligated the new member to continue his contri¬ 

butions to the Imperial Treasury. This financial promise is found 

in Section III, Fidelity, of the Oath: "I promise that I will pay 

promptly all just and legal demands made upon me to defray the ex¬ 

penses of my Klan and this Order, when same are due or called for." 

Thus, under the Oath it was possible to levy an assessment on all 

members which they must pay, or be guilty of violating their 

obligations. 

"Third, all profits realized from the placing of parapher¬ 

nalia, regalia, supplies, jewelry, uniforms, costumes, stationery, 

and any and all other articles used in the work of this Order, or 

by any member" (Art.IV.Sec.l). Tte major result of this was an 

enormous profit which went to Atlanta from the sale of Klan equip¬ 

ment, regalia, etc. "Each and every member naturalized" in the 

Order had to "supply himself with a robe and helmet by sending, 

through his Kligrapp, his measurement and the required fee for same. 

This robe and helmet shall be his only just so long as he is a 
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member ... in good standing. Upon his voluntarily quitting this 

Order," or "being suspended or banished for any cause, he shall re¬ 

turn to the Exalted Cyclops his robe and helmet without delay, 

along with any other emblem, insignia or other property" of the 

r *» 

Order (Art. XVIII,Sec.19). The price charged for a robe was $6.50, 

of which $2.00 was the cost of production. The Kleagle paid 

$12.00 for a special robe which had more trimmihg. About $5*00 

profit was made on each garment; and during the first few years of 

activity, about 600 orders a day, on specially printed blanks, were 

taken by Kleagles and Exalted Cyclops of the different Klans. All 

orders were made out and addressed to the Imperial Wizard, but were 

filled by the Gate City Manufacturing Company of Atlanta. The 

records of Fulton County, Georgia, show that application for a 

charter for this coiporation was filed June 9, 192Q with C. B. Davis 

and Lottie B. Davis as incorporators. It showed a capital stock 

of $25,000 with more than $5,000 paid in, and asked the right to in¬ 

crease its capitalization to $50,000. It was to engage in the manu¬ 

facture and sale of lodge supplies, paraphernalia, and equipment 

of all sorts for lodges, secret societies, etc. Although an order 

of court allowing the petition was not granted till August i9, 1921, 

the robes were manufactured by the company before that time. It 

was questionable who owned the Gate City Manufacturing Company, how 

57 
it was connected with the Klan,and who received the enormous profit. 

"Fourth, all interest accruing on investments made by this Order" 

(Art.XV.Sec.l). The Klan didn't own much tangible property, but 

this deficiency later proved to be a benefit in that "real property 

was more easily assessible for damages at law. In the summer 
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of 1921, the Klan paid approximately $75>000 for a handsome 

colonial home on Peachtree Road, about five miles from Atlanta, 

to be the Imperial Palace. This included a block of land about 

400 feet square which was to be cut up into gardens and lakes; 

to be decorated with about $30,000 worth of marble, statues of 

Forrest and Simmons, electric fountains, and electric fiery 

crosses; and to contain boat houses and tennis courts. A factory 

for paraphernalia and a large printing press were also planned. 

The entire project was to cost not less than $3,500,000.^ The 

Klan also acquired interest in two universities which were to teach 

good citizenship and "Americanism.” The first was Lanier Univer¬ 

sity near Atlanta which was purchased in August, 1921, and in which 

Simmons was installed as president.^® The second was Valparaiso 

University in Indiana. This college had sixteen buildings and 

property valued at about $1,000,000. The Klan took it over, 

agreeing to assume debts of $350,000 and to provide a fund of 

$1,000,000, one-half of which to be spent for repairs and improve¬ 

ments, one-half for endowments.^ A weekly official newspaper was 

printed by the Searchlight Publishing Company in Atlanta. The 

American Printing and Manufacturing Company enjoyed a Klan monopoly 

of official printing and was managed by "insiders;’! ^ The Empire 

Mutual Life Insurance Association was chartered in Missouri and in 

1924 began its activities, which were largely confined to Missouri, 

Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, but which were supported 

by the Imperial Wizard and advertised in the columns of the Kouiier 

Magazine. an official Klan publication.^ These various projects 

mentioned are only the more spectacular in a list of Klan financial 
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activities that included eveiything from building charity hospitals 

to furnishing schools with American flags* 

Certainly the Klan was a fiscal success. nlt happjed that 

Clarke and Tyler dealt in hate instead of sugar or automobiles 

but they marketed hate as placidly as they might have marketed any 

other commodity." In the first fifteen months after Clarke as¬ 

sumed direction, about 85,000 new members paid in approximately 

$860,000 in cash, of which $170,000 went to Simmons in commissions 

and $590,000 went to the Southern Publicity Association for ex¬ 

penses, salaries, and profits. From each $10.00 taken from a 

neophyte, $2.50 went to Clarke and Mrs. lÿler. On this basis, the 

partners received $212,000, but Clarke claimed that only $27,500 

of this amount was retained for "executive salaries" and "surplus." 

This account is neither complete nor convincing and the net 

profit of the promoters remains questionable. In any event, they 

profited from the fact that the Klan, as a "benevolent enterprise," 

was exempt from income and excess profits taxes,^5 and their 

prosperity was indicated in many ways. For instance, on July 27, 

1921 Clarke and Mrs. Tyler filed a charter petition for the 

Clarke Reality Company, with authorized stock of $10,000 and pri¬ 

vilege of increasing it to $100,000.^ Other evidences of their 

financial surfeit were their personal purchase of a home for 

Simmons on Peachtree Road and the presenting to him of $25,000 

in back pay. It seems significant that the new Imperial Palace 

was also purchased at this time. 

The revenues of a Realm were to consist of: "First, such 
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portion of the Imperial revenue received from that realm as may 

be fixed by proclamation of the Imperial Wizard. Second, a per 

capita tax, to be known as a Province Tax, in such amount as the 

Klonverse of each Province may determine, in no case to be less 

than 8-1/3 cents per month (Art.27, Sec.3). 

The local Province and Klahton received no financial aid 

from the higher administrative divisions of the Klan, but sup¬ 

ported themselves by self-imposed dues, collections, and special 

activities. Incidental expenses of the local Klan included ritual, 

equipment, maintainance of a meeting^-hall, secretary's salary 

and supplies, traveling expenses of chief officers to Realm and 

Provincial meetings, and building of crosses. "Nevertheless, 

the local dues assessed upon members were usually the smallest 

item of expense for the HLansman who traveled miles to attend 

numerous demonstrations and parades, who gave his money for riot 

victims and lawyers' fees, for the childrens' home and local 

charities, who purchased subscriptions to The Kourier Magazine 

and The Fellowship Forum and bought klan jewelry or stock in 

some klan sponsored business venture." Local Klans often found 

ways to increase their funds by charging admission to initiation 

grounds or demonstrations, and by selling refreshments, or con¬ 

cessions for hotdog and ice-cream stands, or booths for the sale 

of little flags and patriotic emblems. In some places, such 

as Pennsylvania, the Yellow Dog degree, a rather low comedy 

initiation stunt, was conferred at a charge.6® 

****** 



54 

Every legitimate fraternity has its "clap-trap", its "scenic 

effects", that lend mystery to the commonplace and enchance the 

monotonous with artificial thrills» Klan paraphernalia included 

altar furnishings, costumes, emblems, regalia, ensigns, flags, 

seals, Klikons (pictures), and whatever else the ûnperor wished 

(Art. XIV, Sec.l). Fascinating were the robe and hood. Beneath 

them, the grocer was a knight crusading for democracy. Under 

the mask of the Ghoul, the carpenter, or brick-layer, or plumber, 

acquired new dignity and impressiveness. The official costume 

of the Order was "a white robe of light weight cotton cloth, made 

with cape of some material, and of proper length, with white girdle 

around waist, and insignia of this Order worn on the left breast." 

The collapsible cowl or helmet was of similar material with a 

red tassel on the peak, and "aprons" on front and rear to "conceal 

the identity of the wearer,?"the front apron having holes for 

eyes (Art. XIV, Sec.2). Officers costumes bore additional de¬ 

corations and embellishments prescribed by the Emperor, who also 

designed emblems, symbols, flags, and standards of the Order 

(Art. XIV, Sec. 3 and 4). 

Evans said that the value of the masks and costumes lay in 

conferring degrees, in advertising the Order, and in impres¬ 

siveness: just as the symbolism and formalism of the Klan seems 

silly to the Church, so the Church symbolism looks silly to the 

non-religious, and so the Klan symbolism looks silly to the 

non-fCLansman (this is Evans' reasoning). Ideals of the Klansman 
69 

* were symbolized in the various 'hrt" forms devised by the Emperor 
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The "Grand Ensign" or Banner of the Order was in the form 

of an isosceles triangle, five feet long and three feet wide at 

the staff: "the material shall be yellow, with a red scalloped 

border about three inches in width. There shall be painted upon 

it in black, Â Dracovolans, or Flying Dragon, with the following 

motto inscribed on it 'Quod Semper, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus'. 

The tongue shall be painted in red with an arrow head end. The 

tail shall also end with an arrow head" (Art. HV, Sec.5). 

All seals and subordinate seals, with name of Klanton to 

be added, were prescribed by the Emperor (Art. XIV, Sec.6). 

who also designed the Klikon, or sacred picture of the Order (Sec.7). 

The symbolism also included the fiezy cross (universal 

symbol of alarm and aimed trouble), the crossed swords which lay 
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upon the Bible before the shrines, and the old Confederate 

71 
salute. 

Along with the paraphernalia, or "excess baggage", which 

the Klan utilized for glamour, must be included the Kalendar, 

Kullors, and "Orders of this Order." 

The Klan divided all history into two periods: A reign of 

Incarnation including all the time up to the American Révolu* 

tionaiy War, and a period of Reincarnation divided up into three 

parts. The first reign of the Reincarnation dated from the 

beginning of the Revolutionary War till 1866 (Organization of the 

Klan of Reconstruction), and the second reign dated from 1866 
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till 1872 : i (summon1 s date for the disbanding of the original 

72 
Klan). The third reign, dated from 1915 Mon to the present 

and future" (Art.XEI, Sec.l). A year within a reign, or ending 

or beginning a reign was called a Cycle, thus: "A cycle is 

twelve calendar months beginning with the montti of December each 

year." 

However, apart from this system of confutation was the 

Klan's own private Kalendar, which was used for dating Klan 

announcements, for sending secret messages, for arranging Klan 

meetings, etc. In the Kalendar, "the year of the Klan (Anno 

Klan) begins with tee monte of May each year • • .," each year 

labelled with Roman numerals ascending from the 1st year of tee 

Klan, 1866. The Kalendar is expressed thus, tee days, weeks, 

and months being reversed in the Constitution: 

DAIS 

7. Desperate, 
6. Dreadful, 

5. Desolate, 

4* Doleful, 
3. Dismal, 

2. Deadly, 
1. Dark, 

Saturday 

Friday 
Thursday 
Wednesday 

Tuesday 

Monday 

Sunday 

WEEKS 

5. Weird 
4. Wonderful 

3. Wailing 
2. Weeping 
1. Woeful 
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MONTHS 

12. Appalling, April 

11. Frightful, March 

10. Sorrowful, February 

9. Mournful, January 

8. Horrible, December 

7. Terrible, November 
6. Alarming, October 

5. Furious, September 

4. Fearful, August 
3. Hideous, July 

2. Gloomy, June 

1. Bloody, May 
Art.XXI, Sec.l. 

As example, November 29, 1921 was "the Doleful Day of the Weird 

Week of the Terrible Month of the Tear LVI, in the Seventh Cycle 

of the Third Reign of our Re-incarnation" (Const. Certificate of 

Proclamation.).*^ 

The Kardinal Kullors of the Order were White, Crimson, Gold 

and Black and the secondary Kullors were Gray, Green, and Blue 

(Art. XXI, Sec.2). 

Theoretically, there were four Kloranic Orders of the KLan: 

Order of Citizenship or K-UNO (probationary); Knights Kamellia or 

K-DÜO (primary Order of Knighthood); Knights of the Great Forrest 

or K-TRIO (Order of American Chivalry); and Knights of the Mid¬ 

night Mystery or K-QUAD (Superior Order of Knighthood and Spiritual 

philosophies) (Ar.XXI, Sec.3). These were to promulgated by the 

Einperor (Sec.4). Only the K-UNO degree was used to ary great 

extent. The K-DUO was used very seldom and use of the last two 

degrees is unknown. 

****** 
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The modern Ku Klux Klan has been described as "a fraternal 

order that limits its membership."*^ The limitation excluded 

Jews, Negroes, Roman Catholics, Orientals, and all foreign-born 

peoples. 

The Klan Constitution required, that to qualify for membership: 

"An applicant must be a white male Gentile person, a native- 
born citizen of the United States of America who owes no 
allegiance 6f any nature or degree whatsoever to any foreign 
government, nation, institution, sect, ruler, prince, po¬ 
tentate, people or person? he must have attained the age 
of eighteen years, be of sound mind, good character, of com- • 
mendable reputation and respectable vocation, a believer 
in the tenets of Christian Religion, and one whose allegi¬ 
ance, loyalty and devotion to the Government of the United 
States of America in all things is unquestionable. He 
must be a resident within the jurisdiction of the Klan to 
which he applies, for at least twelve months immediately 
preceding the date of his application for citizenship, pro¬ 
vided, however, that special dispensation may be granted 
by the Grand Dragon of that Realm in organized Realms, or 
by the Imperial Wizard in unorganized Realms, to waive this 
condition" (Art.IV, Sec.l). 

Any fraternal order has the right to determine its own member¬ 

ship; however, very few are those which make tremendous effort to 

seek and enlist a definite class with a definite mind-cast. An 

official spokesman of the Klan in upholding the "exclusive" policy 

of the Klan said: "This organization is no more anti-Catholic than 

the Knights of Columbus are anti-Protestant, and no more anti-Jew 

than the Sons of Israel are anti-Gentile."*^ This has a plausible 

ring, but it is very questionable whether the Knights of Columbus 

are anti-Protestant or the Sons of Israel anti-Gentile, and there 

is no evidence that these two orders have sponsored a nation-wide 

movement to enlist their adherents in a secret order antagonistic 
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to their native, white Protestant neighbors. 

Each class barred was supposedly an active center of racial 

antagonism in the United States and was destroying with fanatic 

persistence the foundations of democracy. The Jews were unas- 

similAble aliens, non-Protestant in belief, and supposedly the basis 

of Bolshevist troubles. The Irish were alien in that they gave 

spiritual obedience to a foriegn authority, the Roman Catholic 

Church with its headquarters in the Vatican, and in that they sought 

to involve America in the struggle between Sinn Fein and the 

English. The Oriental issue was a vital labor problem on the 

Pacific Coast. Because of the favored status which they had en¬ 

joyed during the War, the Negroes were charged with bumptiousness: 

"Large fractions of the whole number had forgotten their old habit 

of docility in their brief period of financial independence and 

ventured to assert their rights as citizens in a manner offensive 
76 

to the dominant white race." 

In a form letter the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan let it be 

known that "of all the secret organizations and exclusive societies 

which the world has ever known, the Khi^its of the Ku Klux Klan 

are the most secret; and before anyone can pass the portals and 

attain füll membership inside the Order, we are compelled to make 

detailed investigations regarding the past life, traits of 

character, habits, and personality of the applicant, and to put 

the applicant through a varied number of tests which are only ap¬ 

plied by the Ku Klux Klan, and are unknown and not used by any 

secret order in connection with the application of a candidate for 
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membership." 

To anyone seeking membership, the national office sent the 

following questionaire which is notable in the vagueness of terns 

and in what it seeks to exclude: 

"1. Is the motive prompting your inquiry serious? 

2. What is your age? 

3. What is your occupation? 

4. Where were you boro? 

5. How long have you resided in your present locality? 

6. Are you married, single or widower? 

7. Were your parents boro in the United States of America? 

8. Are you a Gentile or a Jew? 

9. Are you of the white race or of a colored race? 

10. What educational advantage have you? 

11. Color of eyes? Hair? Weight?Height? 

12. Do you believe in the principles of PURE Americanism? 

13. Do you believe in White Supremacy? 

14. What is your politics? 

15. What is your religious faith? 

16. Of what church are you a member (if any)? 

17. Of what religious faith are your parents? 

18. What secret fraternal orders are you a member of (if any)? 

19. Do you honestly believe in the practice of real fraternity? 

20. Do you owe ANT KIND of allegiance to any foreign nation, 

78 government, institution, sect, people, ruler, or person?" 

If an applicant answered this questionaire in a manner satis- 



61 

factory to the national office, represented by the Kleagle, he 

received a standard charter application blank for charter "citizen¬ 

ship" in the Empire: 

"To His Majesty, The Imperial Wizard, Emperor Of the Invisible 
Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (Inc.): 
I, the undersigned, a native bom, true and loyal citizen of 

the United States of America^., being a white Gentile person of tem¬ 
perate habits, sound in mind, and a believer in the tenets of the 
Christian religion, the maintenance of white supremacy, the practice 
of an honorable clanishness and the principles of "pure Americanism^ 
do voluntarily most respectfully, seriously and unselfishly petition 
you for citizenship in the INVISIBLE EMPIRE, KNIGHTS OF THE KU 
KLUX KLAN, and be (sic) a charter member of a Klan located at \ 
.......... State of   

I guarantee on my honor to conform strictly to all rules and 
requirements regulating my "naturalization" and the continuance of 
my membership, and at all times a strict and loyal obedience to your 
constitutional authority and the constitution and laws, and all 
regulations and usages of the fraternity. The required "donation" 
accompanies this petition. 

Signed: ............... .,Petitioner. 
Date ........ 192.: . . . 

Residence Address   .   
Business Address ....   

Endorsers will sign on other side. 
Notice: Check the address to which mail may be sent."*' 

This application was solicited and taken in by the Kleagle as 

appointee of the Imperial Wizard; after a Klanton was chartered, the 

Exalted Cyclops acted as solicitor and the applicant received a 

regular application blank (Art.IV.Sec.2). The applicant had to 

state whether he had ever before applied for membership in the Order 

and had to have his application endorsed by at least two KLansmen, 

or by a Kleagle, or by the Imperial Wizard (Art.IV.Sec.2). If any 

objection to an application was made by any member of the Klanton 

"in KLonklave assembled," the application was turned over to the 

Klokann, or investigating committee (Art.XVIII.Sec.3-a and 3-b). 

The "Kleetoken" (initiation fee) was 'feiven by an applicant" and 
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accepted by the Order Has a donation to its propagation and general 

fund and not in the sense of purchasing membership" in the Order, 

and "this donation" had to "accompany each application for citizen¬ 

ship." The Klectoken was a sum not less than ten dollars and not 

more than twenty-five dollars (Art.IV.Sec .3). Members of the origi¬ 

nal Ku Klux Klan, or of a similar organization during the Recon¬ 

struction period, were admitted free (Art.IV.Sec.4). Approval of 

the application in the form of a receipt for the "donation" entitled 

the would-be Klansman td partake of the "naturalization" ceremony, 

which dominated the ritual as prescribed in the Kloran. 

****** 
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The Kloran was the book of the Ku Klux ritual. It was a 

81 
fifty-four page booklet written by Simmons and copywrited by him 

in 1916 for use in opening and closing the meeting of the Klanton, 

and in "naturalizing aliens." 

The Kloran was called the "white book" and bore the inscription 

"K-UNO," indicating that it pertained to the first degree of klan- 

nishness. The Ku Klux Kreed, found also in the Constitution, was 

on the inside cover, followed by the "order of business" similar 

82 
to that of the average fraternal order, but expressed "Simmonsly." 

Another section contains a list of the officers, after which there 

is a statement by Simmons to the members of the Klan informing them 

that this is "the book" of the Invisible Empire and that its 

sacred teachings must be adhered to. Then follows a complicated 

diagram of the Klavern, or meeting place, with stations of the of¬ 

ficers and routes of the candidate shown. 
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At eveiy meeting the Klan session began with the «opening 

ceremony" which consisted of extended and monotonous readings by 

the various officers, a "KLode" (song) to the tune of "Greenland's 

Icy Mountains" with a chorus to "Home, Sweet Home," and a long 

prayer which invoked God's blessing on "our Emperor." 

The closing ceremony consisted of a verse to the tune of "Blest 

Be the Tie That Binds" and a prayer for the success of the "In¬ 

visible Empire." 

The greater part of the Kloran is concerned with the ceremony 

of naturalization, and about thirty pages of ritual is required to 

convert the candidate from alien to citizen. The ceremony con¬ 

sisted in walking the candidate from one station to another, causing 

him to listen to wordy passages, swearing him to the KLan Oath, 

threatening him with dire penalties for revealing any of the secrets, 

and finally, submitting him to a ceremony apparently modeled upon 

the rite of baptism. At the conclusion of this ceremony, the 

applicant was a citizen, entitled to knowledge of all the secret work 

of the organization. 

Typical of this secret mystery with which he was then con¬ 

fronted is the "Klonversation," a system of code words composed of 

the first letters of words in a sentence."White" was the 

countersign, and "Supremacy" the password. "Mioak," the Mythical 

Design of a Klansman, supposedly the inmost secret of them all, 

and of a meaning which was rather vague, appeared on a little cel¬ 

luloid button. 
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At the end of the Kloran is a "lecture” containing a history 

of the original Klan, and giving certain "titles and explanations" 

of the Empire. Simmons'definition of his own office is interesting: 

"Imperial Vfizard — the Snperor of the Invisible Empire; a 

wise man; a wonder-worker, having power to charm and control." 

****** 

Most important of all Klan documents was the mortally binding 

Oath. It was printed separately from the Kloran, but it was in¬ 

separable from it, as it was to be administered in sections, sand¬ 

wiched in between the "effusions of 'Emperor' Simmons as contained 

in the ritual." When the Oath was administered by a full set of 

officers, it was done in full form, but most of the Kleagles con¬ 

ducted the "naturalization" ceremony alone and used a short form of 

the Oath, to be administered all at once.^ Taken in extreme 

seriousness by each incoming KLansman during the naturalization 

ceremony, the Oath is imbued with Klan principles and the missionary 

zeal of the KLansman in enforcing these principles. Hie Exalted 

Cyclops warned the neophyte: "Mortal man cannot assume a more 

binding oath; character and courage alone will enable you to keep it. 

Always remember that to keep this oath means to you honor, happiness, 

and life, but to violate it means disgrace, dishonor and death. 
85 

May happiness, honor and life be yours." 

The Klan Oath reads as follows: 

SECTION 1. OBEDIENCE. 
I,  , in the presence of God and man most solemnly 
pledge, promise, and swear, unconditionally, that I will 
faithfully obey the Constitution and laws; and will wil¬ 
lingly conform to all regulations, usages, and requirements 
of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, which do not exist or 
which may be hereafter enacted; and will render at all times 



loyal respect and steadfast support to the Imperial 
Authority of same; and will heartily heed all official 
mandates, decrees, edicts, rulings, and instructions 
of the Imperial Wizard thereof. I will yield prompt 
response to all summonses, I having knowledge of same, 
Providence alone preventing. 

SECTION II. SECRECY. 
"I,  , most solemnly swear that I will forever 
keep sacredly secret the signs, words, and grip; and 
any and all other matters and knowledge of the Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, regarding which a most rigid secrecy 
must be maintained, vhich may at any time be communicated 
to me and will never divulge same nor even CsicZ) cause 
the same to be divulged to any person in the whole world, 
unless I know positively that such person is a member of 
this Order in good and regular standing, and not even then 
unless it be for the best interest of this Order. 

ttI most sacredly vow and most positively swear that I 
will not yield to bribe, flatteiy, threats, passion, 
punishment, persuasion, nor any enticements whatever 
coming from or offered by any person or persons, male or 
female, for the purpose of obtaining from me a secret 
or secret information of the Knights of the Ku Klux KLan. 
I will die rather than divulge same. So help me, God. Amen 

SECTION III. FIDELITY. 
"I,  , before God, and in the presence of these 
mysterious Klansmen, on ay sacred honor, do most 
solemnly and sincerely pledge, promise, and swear that 
I will diligently guard, and faithfully foster every 
interest of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, and will 
maintain its social cast and dignity. 

"I swear that I will not recommend any person for member¬ 
ship in this order whose mind is unsound, or whose re¬ 
putation I know to be bad, or whose character is doubt¬ 
ful or whose loyalty to our country is in ary way 
questionable. 

"I swear that I will pay promptly all just and legal 
demands made upon me to defray the expenses of my Klan 
and this Order, when same are due or called for.' 

MI swear that I will protect the property of the Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, of any nature whatsoever; and if 
any should be intrusted to ny keeping, I will properly 
keep or rightly use same; and will freely and promptly 
surrender same on official demand, or if ever I am banished 
from or voluntarily discontinue ny membership in this Order 

"I swear that I will, most determinedly, maintain peace 
and harmony in all the deliberations of the gatherings 
or assemblies of the Invisible Bnpire, and of any subor- 
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dinate jurisdiction of0 Klan thereof. 

"I swear that I will most strenuously discourage selfish¬ 
ness and selfish political ambition on the part of myself 
or any Klansman. 

nI swear that I will never allow personal friendship, blood, 
or family relationship, nor personal, political or pro¬ 
fessional prejudice, malice, or ill will, to influence me 
in casting my vote for the election or rejection of an ap¬ 
plicant for membership in this Order, God being my Helper. Amen! 

SECTION IV. KLANISHNESS. 
"I,  , most solemnly pledge, promise, and swear that 
I will never slander, defraud, deceive, or in any manner 
wrong the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, a Klansman, nor a 
Klansman's family, ror will I suffer the same to be done, if 
I can prevent it. 

"I swear that I will be faithful in defending and protecting 
the home, reputation, and physical and business interest of 
a Klansman and that of a Klansman1 s family. 

"I swear that I will at any time, without hesitating, go 
to the assistance or rescue of a Klansman in any way; at 
his call I will answer; I will be truly KLanish toward 
Klansmen in all things honorable. 

"I swear that I will not allow any animosity, friction, 
nor ill will to arise and remain between myself and a Klans¬ 
men;, but will be constant in my efforts to promote real 
Klanishness among the members of this Order. 

"I swear that I will keep secure to myself a secret of a 
Klansman when same is committed to me in the sacred bond 
of Klansmanship — the crime of violating this solemn oath, 
treason against the United States of Americar, rape, and 
malicious murder, alone excepted. 

"I most solemnly assert and affirm that to the government 
of the United States of America and any State thereof which 
I may become a resident, I sacredly swear an unqualified 
allegiance above any other and every kind of government in 
the whole world. I, here and now, pledge my life, my pro¬ 
perty, my vote, and my sacred honor, to uphold its flag, 
its constitution, and constitutional laws; and will protect, 
defend, and enforce same to death. 

"I swear that I will most zealously and valiantly shield 
and preserve, by any and all justifiable means and methods, 
the sacred constitutional rights and privileges of free 
public schools, free speech, free press, separation of 
church and state, liberty, white supremacy, just laws, and 
the pursuit of happiness, against any encroachment, of any 
nature, by any person or persons, political party or parties, 
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religious sect or people, native, naturalized, or foreign 
of any race, color, creed, lineage, or tongue whatsoever. 
MA11, to which I have sworn by this oath, I will seal 
with my blood. Be thou my witness, Almighty God! Amen!" 

Several features are outstanding in the text of this Oath. 

Most noticeable is its binding force and the serious determination 

to keep the Oath inviolate. 

86 Section I pledges strict obedience to the Constitution 

and to the Imperial Authority, allowing the "citizen" no voice in 

the management of his "fraternal" affairs. 

Section II on Secrecy contains the sweeping declaration that 

every interest of the KLan must be held paramount and that deviation 

from this meant a broken oath. Secrecy was an important asset of 

KLan strategy and was emphasized a great deal in all KLan papers. 

Under Evans, secrecy was openly acknowledged as an advantage which 

was not to be forfeited in combating organizations which were anti¬ 

pathetic to KLan practices. Evans saw secrecy as necessary for the 

protection of KLansmen "as long as the bitter intolerance and 

fanatic persecution lasts." Secrecy gave greater driving force since 

enemies were handicapped-in not knowing just what, where, or how 

great was the strength of -the KLan.^ It also placed upon the organi¬ 

zation the vital necessity of selecting superior men for membership; 

a low-standard secret organization could work havoc in any community. 

Section III on Fidelity pledges faithfulness to the Order and 

its interests, protection of its property, and unselfishness of 

membership. Dangerous was the promise to pay "just and legal demands" 
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when called for, since the version of the initiate and the version 

of the Wizard concerning the demand might vaay. 

Section IV on KLannishness pledges brotherhood and mutual pro¬ 

tection and assistance between Klansmen. Under its terms, vio¬ 

lation of the Oath was the worst crime of a Klansman. Afeain 

secrecy is promised. — "the crime of violating this solemn oath, 

treason against the United States of America, rape and malicious 

murder, alone excepted." This paragraph, it will be observed, might 

be used to sanction and even justify Klansmen in considering 

criminal activity of fellow Klansmen, short of murder, rape, and 

treason; thereby the Klansman would seem to be exempted from co¬ 

operating in the enforcement of the law. 

The very next paragraph, however, pledges support of the 

Constitution and constitutional laws of the United States. This 

would seem, on the face of it, to militate against any attack on 

the rights of other citizens, and any violation of the laws. The 

value of this pledge, however, is somewhat impaired by the ensuing 

pledge to shield and preserve "constitutional" rights, including 

"white supremacy," by "any and all justifiable means and methods." 

In strict logic, this pledge is not inconsistent with the previous 

one to support the Constitution, but in leaving the individual Klans¬ 

man free to use"all justifiable means," it gave him a discretion 

which, in the hands of indiscriminate, ordinaiy, non-legally minded 

men, was dangerous. In a sense it left each Klansman free to decide, 

and moreover, to do what seemed to him justifiable, no matter how 

violent the act might be. 

****** 
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It was almost inevitable that where a nativist organization 

such as the Ku Klux Klan existed, its influence and appeal would 

not be confined to only one sex. Wives of members would wish to 

engage in activities parallel to those of their husbands, and 

enthusiastic nativists would encourage organization among people of 

both sexes. In conjunction with many KLantons therefore, there 

were local, minor, nativist women's organizations. 

These offshoots could not well be left to grow at random 

and the problem of integrating them with the Knight's Organization 

was a serious one. The first important step in dealing with the 

problem came in August, 1921, when Etaperor Simmons announced that 

women were to be eligible for membership in a Klan sister organ¬ 

ization: 

"First. The influence of women over the youth of the land 

shapes the destiny of the nation, and it is in the cradles 

of American homes where the principles and ideals of Ameri¬ 

canism should first be instilled into the minds and hearts 

of the young. To the preservation of these principles thé 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan is dedicated. 

"Second. The loyalty of the women to the original Klan of 

the Reconstruction period convinces- us that as members of 

the Klan today there will be equal loyalty and devotion to 

the fundamental principles underlying the Order. 

"Third. We know women can keep a secret, because they 

made with their fingers 160,000 robes for members of the 

old Klan and not one of them ever disclosed the identity 

of any man who wore one of these robes. 
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"It is through the influence of women today that we have 

some of the strongest men in the Order. And the time 

has come to give the women recognition and to allow them 

to partake of the honor and glory of membership in the 

organization." 

Simmons then proceeded to sponsor a woman's auxiliary; he took 

this important step without waiting for the Klonvokation to amend 

the Constitution in such a way as to recognize the affiliation of 

women with the Order. Thus Simmons exposed himself to a rebuff, 

which earn# when the Imperial Klonvokation, meeting in 1922, de¬ 

cided that the central organization could not recognize as its 

"ladies auxiliary" any existing women's nativist society, but would 

allow a committee to investigate the establishment of a separate 

woman's order to be the ladies' counterpart of the Knightly Order. 

In accordance with this decision, in the summer of 1923, the 

Imperial Kloncilium granted a petition of a group of ladies meet¬ 

ing in Washington, D. C., allowing them the right to use the name 

of the Order and as much of its constitution and ritual as they 

might wish in forming a new women's order, and promising it the 

89 
hearty cooperation and support of the men's Order. 7 Simmons' 

ladies group continued with no official recognition; this faction 

was to cause trouble at the time of the later split between 

Evans and Simmons. 

The official women's order with headquarters in Little Rock 

was then chartered in the State of Arkansas under the name "Women 

of the Ku KLux KLan," and it adopted with only minor modification 
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the constitution and ritual of the Knights. Mrs. Lulu A. Markwell 

90 
became the Imperial Commander. 

Organizers worked in the same manner as did the Kleaglesj how¬ 

ever, the initiation fee was only $5.00. The Order grew quickly 

and in its first public financial statement (September 25, 1924) 

showed cash in bank to the amount of 0136,767 and $60,433 in tangible 

property. 91 

Activities of the women paralleled those of the men, excepting 

the actual extra-legal acts of violence that Klansmen indulged in. 

Women usually followed the advice of the men in bloc voting and in 

supporting political candidates. They visited churches with less 

initiative than the men who were desirous of more publicity; however 

the women were more successful in their charities — being more 

active in distributing food, clothing, raising money for the needy, 

and establishing orphanages. Their educational activities were 

limited chiefly to their own members and were not the result of a 

nationally or state planned program; educational efforts were the 

by-product of lectures attended by the women in recruiting campaigns 

92 
and of the gossip listened to in local meetings. 

The growth of the Women's Order, however, was constantly re¬ 

tarded by factionalism which resulted from the previous existence 

of other women's auxiliaries. Of these, that of Simmons' was the 

most important, but it was never absorbed by the official Order.93 

Internal rivalry quickly appeared. Insubordination was aided by 

by imperial officers of the men's order who wished control over the 

office of Imperial Commander. The women's crusade had hardly been 
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conceived of except in the broadest terms, when this internal dis¬ 

sension absorbed its energies and rapidly caused its dissolution.^ 

Also within the Order were two other minor subsidiary organi¬ 

zations that should be mentioned here. These were the Knights 

Kamellia, a second degree of Klansmanship which a considerable number 

95 of Klansmen enjoyed, " and the Klavaliers, a military order in some 

states. The Knights Kamellia was the K-DUO degree. Members donated 
96 $20.00 to secure the finer white muslin they were honored to wear. 

Although in some instances, this branch of Knights maintained a 

complete individual organization of its own, in most Klantons no 

separate organization was maintained and the branch was recognized 
97 for what it was, an honorary Order. 

The more important Klavaliers did maintain a separate organi¬ 

zation, having their own constitution, laws, oath, officials, 

uniforms, dues and fees. For a donation of |16.45> monthly dues of 

not less than twenty-five cents, and an oath of allegiance to the 

Emperor, it gave members the privilege of wearing a white military 

uniform and black puttees, of acting as police-officers of KLan 

parades, initiations, funerals and demonstrations, and of obeying 

the dictates of their superior officers.7 

The government of this Order within an Order was headed by the 

Grand Dragon as ex-officio Commander-in-Chief of the Klavaliers in 

his Realm. A General and a Major General appointed by him commanded 

the units of the state, — the composition of a unit being a 

Klavalier captain appointed by the Exalted Cyclops, and 20$ of the 

Klanton membership selected by the captain and a committee of ten 
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men appointed by him, 
99 

****** 
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CHAPTER III 

THE SPREAD AND APPEAL OF THE . KLAN 

Using a skilful combination of hocus-pocus and of practical 

promotion methods, the Klan in 1921, 1922, and 1923 spread quickly 

throughout the nation. The diversity of elements which it rallied 

to its banner is suggested by the statement of Duffus that "Clarke's 

hustling agents sought out the poor, the romantic, the short-witted, 

the bored, the vindictive, the bigoted and the ambitious, and sold 

them their heart's desire."^ 

This chapter will not bë concerned so much with the actual steps 

in the physical expansion of the Order, as with the general features 

of that expansion: the number of members involved, the promotional 

devices of the Order, the nature of those who joined, the complex of 

prejudices, ideals, and folkways on which the Klan based its appeal, 

and the basic causes which made America' responsive to such an appeal. 

****** 

From its birthplace in Atlanta, the Order extended over the 

South, becoming particularly strong in its home state, Georgia, and 

in the adjoining states, Alabama and Florida. However, the Klan 

never did enjoy such success in the older South as it attained in 

the Southern states west of the Mississippi River, including Texas, 

Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Northern Louisiana. Outside of the South, 

also, it acquired great strength. In the Mid-West it thrived 

particularly, gaining especially heavy membership in Missouri and 

Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio* Probably no state exceeded Ohio in 
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gross membership, and none fell so completely under Klan domination 

as did Indiana. On the North Atlantic seaboard, Pennsylvania be¬ 

came the stronghold of the Order, after a campaign which first brought 

Kleagles to the state in 1921. In the lower New England states, 

also, where foreign populations were heavy, the native stock gave 

hearty support to the Klan. Meanwhile, across the continent, the 

Order was winning strength all along the Pacific Coast, especially 

in Oregon, where it secured one of its strongest footholds, and in 

such interior states as Idaho, Utah, and Colorado. It had Klantons 

in every state, but was probably least successful in upper New 

England, and in a group of middle Atlantic states and other states 

running west of them. These would include Maryland, Delaware, 

Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, and surprsingly, Tennessee. 

The Klan sprawled across the United States, with an ever-shifting 

membership, gaining here and losing there. The Order never re¬ 

vealed its exact membership, and always sought to create an impres¬ 

sion of vast numbers. In parades, Klansmen would ride a few feet 

apart in single file. For initiations, Klansmen were called from 

long distances to make local Klans appear larger; and stage devices 

were used to make a few appear a multitude. As a result there were 

grotesque overestimates of the membership. These exaggerations 

brought in new members and silenced and intimidated disparagers of 
3 

the Order. 

The % Klux naturally tended to claim more members than it 

actually had, and estimates ran well up into the millions; however, 

according to Robert L. Duffus, it appears that membership fell a 
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little short of two and one-half millions in the Klan's best year, 

1923.^ Duffus went into more detail, and presented an interesting 

estimate by states for every state in the Union except Maine, Vermont, 

New Hampshire, Maryland, West Virginia, the Dakotas, Nevada, and 

Wyoming, where he evidently felt that the strength of the Klan was 

neglible. According to his estimate, the states having the heaviest 

gross membership were: Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania, Texas, California, 

and Oklahoma. However, considered with reference to the total popu¬ 

lation within the states, Indiana, Oregon, Ohio, Oklahoma, Missouri, 

Utah, and Idaho were strongest. If the prevalence of the Klan among 

the native-whites of native parentage be accepted as a measure of 

strength, the Klan was strongest in Oregon, Indiana, Utah, California, 

Ohio, Idaho, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Alabama, and was surprisingly 

vigorous in Connecticut, Ehode Island, and Massachusetts. 

According to Duffus* estimates, the Klan was weak in Mississippi, 

and in Tennessee and Kentucky, where the A. P. A. had elected 

governors in the 1890's and where the Klan might be ejected to have 

acquired strength. The paradox of Klan weakness in these states 

suggests that the accuracy of these estimates might be subject to 

discount, or that certain disregarded factors in the local Klan organi¬ 

zations might be sought, the explanation for which can be found in 

the diversity of the Klan's appeal. 

The statistics for all the states are given in a table facing 

page 1* 

In all this analysis of membership, allowance should be made 
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for a large number of inactive members. The totals given include 

all persons ever initiated. Therefore, they include many who did 

not participate at all in Klan affairs. Once a name was recorded 

on the lists, getting out was not easy. Few names were scratched 

from Klanton rolls. Merchants were kept in through fear of boycott, 

politicians through fear of popular disfavor, newspaper editors be¬ 

cause they didn't want to offend readers. Threats were often used 

upon members who wished to withdraw. Those who dared to talk frankly 

were few. Stories are told by one Georgia member, who upon threatening 

to "shoot it out" with the Klan, was peraitted to withdraw; and 

of a West Texas man, who, upon being threatened by the Klan, issued 

handbills offering $500.00 to any man who would meet him in person, 

and then walked the main street of the town for several hours a- 

waiting acceptance which never came. However, most people feared 

to denounce the Klan and few openly did so. Consequently, names of 

men once connected with the organization were retained on the member¬ 

ship list after they had severed all active connection with it. 

This passive membership was later to bring embarrassment to many 
5 

when the Klan came into popular disfavor. If the total number of 

initiates is uncertain, its voting strength is even more a matter 

of guesswork and of local circumstances. If some unknown but basic 

voting strength may be assumed, such strength must have been much 

augmented by the support of sympathizers with the Order — people 

who did not join but who shared the Klan's antipathy to Jew, 

Catholic, or Negro; as example, the Masonic orders sometimes lined 

up with the Klan on political issues. And again, if a basic strength 
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nay be postulated, It most be discounted to allow for the fact that 

the Klan was a "surreptitious and opportunistic faction."^ J. M. 

Mechlin said that the Klan would never have been able to utilize its 

whole force in a political or social program because of the local 

nature of the Klan, its lack of able leaders, "its planless opportu- 
7 nism," and "its dearth of great unifying and constructive ideals." 

The Klan appealed to the diverse communities of America, both 

rural and urban, because it was all things to all men. In its appeal 

to the citizenry, where its three foremost issues, — hate of Jew, 

of Catholic, and of Negro — failed to win recruits, it substituted 

others, — the World Court, the Oriental, metropolitan immorality, 
g 

liquor, the cancellation of European war debts. 

While the Klan exploited these issues, it also dealt with many 

public questions by the simple process of defining the objective in 

such a way as to make it, by definition, desirable, or defining the 

object of condemnation in terms which made it, per se. indefensible». 

Thus, the Klan endorsed "much needed local reforms," "just lews," 

"pure Americanism," and "the tenets of the Christian religion." 

These terms left every individual free to apply his own measure of 

necessity, justice, purity, and Christianity, and were therefore 

conveniently meaningless. The average man, inexact as he is in 

language, did not ask specific definitions, and did not perceive the 

ambiguity of these terns. The Klan organizers saw their advantage, 

and since their local interpretations of "pure Americanism" and 
9 

"just laws" differed, different men joined for dissimilar reasons. 

The Order became the storage place of various and unrelated antipathies, 
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a resevoir from which to sustain old dislikes, and from which to add 

emphasis to new ones. 

When a new Realm opened, the Kleagle appeared, armed with the 

issues and the elastic formulas of the Klan. It was his function 

to explain the Klan to prospective members, to solicit membership, 

and to organize Dens. National headquarters aided him by sending 

in lecturers. In the early days it sent such men as Colonel Simmons 

and Caleb Ridley, who afterward became Grand Chaplain of the Klan; 

later, a leading lecturer was J. Q. Nolan. As a supplement to the 

lectures, Klan newspapers and official printed statements were dis¬ 

tributed. After these preliminary activities, the Kleagles then be¬ 

gan active organization. Usually, they first approached the promi¬ 

nent citizens, — the clerics, the business-men, the lawyers, the 

doctors, the influential farmers, the fraternal officers, the local 

politicians, and the local police and city or county officials. Ap¬ 

propriate inducements were offered to each. Promise was offered to 

the clergymen of a defense for the threatened moral code; the 

business man was allowed to sense the patronage which might come from 

fellow Klansmen; the politician could not ignore the possibility of 

Klan influence at the ballot-box. After securing for the Klan the 

endorsement of the local élite, the Kleagle went to the minor citi¬ 

zenry who seeing their better brothers' decision, were more ready 

to hand over their $16.50 for a "donation" and a robe. Men of all 

ranks were lured by the secrecy of the Order, the high-sounding 

titles, the seemingly valid principles, and the appeal to racial 

10 
and religious animosities. 

U 
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The membership of the Order varied somewhat with the locality 

because the Klan came as "all things to all members." Within the 

state of Texas alone, it supported labor unions in Houston and op¬ 

posed them in Waco; in Dallas, it was organized by the head of the 

power and transit corporation, yet most of the city's bootleggers 

11 
were reported to have joined* The diversity within the Klan is 

suggested in another way by K. L. Duffus, who lits several general 

types of members: 

1. organizers and promoters; 

2. business men who joined to keep trade or get it; 

3. politicans; 

4. preachers, honest fanatics, and people who joined 
for idealistic reasons; 

5. the "horse-play" crowd, who joined for excitaient; 

6. bootleggers and other criminally involved individuals 
who joined for protection; 

7* those who were aware that they had been swindled and 
withdrew without formal resignation. 12 

This diversity in membership furnishes an explanation of the 

fact that the Klan committed acts of violence and acquired poor 

reputation in some places, while it won public approval in others. 

The best citizens were attached to the Klan in its earlier days, 

but most of them dropped out when illegality became widespread. Many 

joined in a defensive spirit, rather than resist group pressure and 

incur blanket denunciation leveled at non-members.^ 

In general, the Klan attracted those "guided by their emotions 

14 
rather than their brains." The Order, itself; recognized this. 



Imperial Wizard Evans stated that "the Klan does not believe that 

the fact that it is emotional and instinctive rather than coldly 

intellectual, is a weakness. All action comes from emotions, rather 

than from ratiocination." Thus, the Elan saw emotions as older than 

reason and as the foundation of American civilization, such that they 

"can be trusted where the fine-haired reasoning of the denatured in¬ 

tellectuals cannot."^ The Elan depended upon the American race 

instinct of loyalty to the white race, to the tradition of America, 

and to the spirit of Protestantism. And there were thousands of 

sincere members, who, guided by their emotions, felt that the very 

institutions of the country were in danger; these were striving 

with honest zeal to protect those institutions from what they thought 

a substantial enemy. ^ 

In general, the Elantons included fairly assorted groups. 

The membership in Eansas City in 1922 included a former Assistant 

U. S. District Attorney, a former Assistant County Attorney, two 

detectives, a veterinary surgeon, a former sheriff, the chief clerk 

in the office of the clerk of the county court, a farmer, a lawyer, 

17 
a druggist, and the president of the men's Bible class. In 

Salina, Eansas, in 1922, the group contained a policeman, a barber, 

two undertakers, an insurance agent, a sheriff, a printer, a druggist, 

a grocer, a tinner, a carpenter, a gardener, a sign painter, a 

laundry-wagon driver, and a brick mason.^ 

The Elan was essentially a small town institution and a rural 

19 
institution. "The Klan drgws its members chiefly from the descen¬ 

dants of the old American stock living in the villages and small 
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towns of those sections of the country where this old stock has been 

least disturbed by immigration, on the one hand, ahd the disruptive 

20 
effect of industrialism, on the other.W In the light of these factors, 

one would naturally expect that the Klan would have great strength in 

the South where the greater percent of the old stock was undisturbed 

in traditions, in the Mid-West and Pennsylvania, and in such states as 

21 
Oregon and California. Klantons existed in the large cities but 

without the larger following that they had in the small towns. In the 

cities the "best people11 viewed the Klan with disdain. But the rural 

districts and towns took it to heart, and its leaders were often the 

22 
"reputable dignified village chiefs." 

****** 

It was not to be expected that Klan membership should burgeon, 

except where Klan beliefs were accepted. Consequently, the Klan 

spared no pains to win acceptance for its attitudes, and to create 

such racial and religious animosities as would prepare the way for 

successful membership drives. This preparation was not left to 

develop haphazardly, as conditions in individual communities or 

tendencies of individual KLeagles might determine, but was organized 

almost like a national advertising campaign. As such, it depended 

upon both oral and printed appeals; it sought out, and exploited 

those devices which were most appealing to the public; it employed 

speakers and writers with a talent for rousing public response; and it 

used a variety of media for transmitting its propaganda. Four of these 

media were used almost universally. They were public speakers, 

"News-letters," Klan publications, and whispering campaigns. Efforts 

were also made to foster two "universities" to teach Klan ideals and 
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beliefs to young nativists. 

The central organization maintained a host of speakers or 

lecturers who traveled about addressing largfe public gatherings in 

order to maintain interest in the Elan and to aid Kleagles in their 

23 
recruiting. Many of these speakers were drawn from the ministry, 

and each received a fee for every address. These speechmakers were 

often quite eloquent, delivering fairly effective addresses.^ 

Their speeches urged promotion of better government, better citizen¬ 

ship, education, patriotism, religious zeal, and “native, white, 

Protestant supremacy."25 Some of the most popular of these speakers 

were Rev. J. W. Dempster, Rev. Fred R. Dent, and Rev.J. T. Daugherty — 

"the three Dits that were better than D.D's "in Pennsylvania; James 

A. Comer of the Atlanta office; Thomas A. Heflin of Alabama; 

Colonel Simmons (in the early days); Caleb Ridley, a migratory preach¬ 

er later to be Grand Chaplain of the Order; Colonel J. Q. Nolan of 

Atlanta; and High B. Cobb, one of the Imperial officers. 

At the meetings where such speakers appeared, the audience was 

offered a curious blend of pious sentimentalism and vituperative 

abuse. Fervent anthems glorified the Constitution and "pure Ameri¬ 

canism". Sentimental compositions exalting "pure womanhood," and 

dirges bemoaning the peril in which Protestantism stood, followed 

a similar pious pattern. The white Protestant was depicted as a 

poor, oppressed sufferer, plundered by foreigners, Jesuits, and Jews, 

and desirous only of justice.^ 

In transition from this picture, however, Catholics, aliens, 
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and Negroes were presented as villains against whom a defensive 

attack was warranted. Sly allusions to the caprices of priests 

led naturally to vituperative and slanderous assaults upon the enemy. 

Hïhen the speakers reached this phase of their program, unbridled abuse 

was poured out with little, if ary, regard for its truth or falsity. 

One Colonel Camp regaled Mississippi audiences with references to 

“that old dago on the Tiber," and "that slick and slimy cardinal who 

had more power in America during the War than the President of the 

28 
United States." 

Some idea of the scope and magnitude of this public-meeting 

propaganda may be gathered from the fact that, beginning in March 

of 1924, the Imperial Office maintained a lecture bureau which in 

five months provided speakers over the nation, who are said to have 

delivered 197»764 speeches to men and 21,255 to women and mixed 

audiences. However, after 1924, this national bureau was absorbed 

into the Klan Department of Education and Publicity.^ 

In order to keep the various Klantons in touch with each other 

and with the central offices, the Propagation Department each week 

sent out a "News-letter" filled with communiques from the Imperial 

30 
Officers and with extracts from reports of field workers. The 

extracts selected reflect the fanatical belief of Klansmen in the 

vague ideals of "social purity," "Americanism," "motherhood," and 

"nativist supremacy." 

The following examples from these "News-letters" are illustrative 

of their character: 
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A prime example of the vague Idealism under cover of which 

the Klan frequently gained support is furnished by the account of 

a meeting of the Rockmart, Georgia, Klansmen on June 18, 1921: 

nAt eight o'clock one hundred Klansmen in robes marched 
down the main street to the park. They carried banners, 
the first about the head of the procession, bearing the 
inscription, 'The Invisible Empire, here yesterday, here 
today, here forever.' The second banner about the middle 
of the procession stated, 'Rockmart Must Be Clean for 
Our Mothers, for Our Wives, for Our Daughters — The 
Guilty Must Pay. ' Then came the third and last banner 
reading, 'White Supremacy,* and on the reverse side, 
'Grafters, Gamblers and Thieves Must Go.' There were 
about twelve hundred gathered around the speaker's stand 
and the old citizens say it was about the biggest gathering 
ever held in Rockmart. 

"The meeting was opened with singing, 'My Country, 'Tis 
of Thee,' by the entire gathering. This was followed by 
prayer led by Rev. F. J. Maqbum. Then the Reverend Mash- 
buna made the introductory speech, in which he paid his 
respect to those who tried to dissuade him from having 
anything to do with the meeting. Doctor Mashburn paid 
eloquent tribute to the men in robes. He said that his 
father was one of the members of the original Eu Klux Elan 
flnd that he felt he had been singularly honored when re¬ 
quested to introduce the chief speaker of the evening, 
Col. J. Q. Nolancof Atlanta. Colonel Nolan followed 
Doctor Mashburn with an eloquent address, in which he 
clearly and forcefully explained the aims and purposes of 
t\ie order. His hold on the audience was absolute and he 
was frequently interrupted with applause. His tribute to 
motherhood was one of the sublimest word paintings ever 
uttered. On the platform with the speakers were Hon. 
J. A. Fambro, mayor of Rockmart, members of the City 
Council and two members of the Elan."^ 

A second example illustrates the crusading type of appeal 

which stresses the mission of the Elan: 

"Long live the Elan and those noble spirits who are in¬ 
culcating its creed into the hearts of slumbering America! 
This organization happened just at the right psychological 
time; a little later perhaps would have been too late; 
it stepped into the breach at the proper moment and no 
other kind of organization on earth could have possibly 
met the issue. ïou know and I know and every other thinking 
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man realizes and will admit the perils that menace this 
republic of ours. The trouble is, too few people are 
given to thinking — people nowadays are educated to every 
damn thing under the sun except think. It is up to us to 
fill the -wo id and I believe we can put the world to thinking. 
It is not only the thinking man's duty to thin£,but to have 
the moral courage to teach. In due course of time I feel no 
doubt but that the influence of this Invisible Empire of 
thinkers will be reflected in the destiny of this nation. I 
am a Mason, a Rotarian and several other things, all of 
which I am proud, but first of all I am proudest of the fact 
that I am a native-born, white Gentile Klansman. What kind 
of country would this be with no lines drawn between the 
Caucasian blood and the African race? It is too awful to 
contemplate. I solemnly believe that we are facing another 
crisis in our history; it is slowly, gradually, inevitably 
and surely approaching. The foreign political and labor 
class fanatic; the negro; the Jap and Romanism are threaten¬ 
ing, if I can read the signs of the times. The new, the 
reincarnated Ku Klux Elan is, as I understand it, dedicated 
to the proposition of. saving our flag and forever maintaining 
this government as a white man's government. No nobler or 
grander cause was ever espased by the brain and heart of man."-' 

A third type shows the progress of the Order and is evidently in¬ 

tended to appeal to those who may be influenced by the growth, prestige, 

gnd physical success of the Elan. It is found in the "News-letter" 

of May 13, 1921, and is written by the Exalted Cyclops of Vicksburg, 

Mississippi: 

"You gentlemen at headquarters will probably be pleased 
to know what rapid strides the E. E. E. is making in 
this State. It is sweeping Mississippi like wildfire. 
We are in hopes of having five hundred members in our Elan 
by September 1, 1921. When we get our Elan up to one 
thousand members we have perfected a scheme whereby, while 
we will retain only one Elan here in Warren County, we 
will have all members from each separate district meet 
once a week and then have a general meeting for the whole 
Elan each month, as it will be too unwieldy to have such a 
large body meet frequently. You can readily appreciate 
this when at our first meeting, when we had one hundred and 
twenty-five charter members, we had thirty-five automobiles 
in the grounds of our meeting place in the country. 

"The reason why everybody here has taken so keenly to the 
Elan is due to the fact that years ago the Jews and Roman 
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Catholics formed a liaison with the liquor interests 
and have had politics in this city throttled, and it 
is our intention to whip and rout them at the polls when 
the next election coma3 around in 1922. We intend to 
put these un-American elements out of office precisely 
as other communities have done."33 

One extract found in the "News-letter" of May 20, 1921, reflects 

the claims of the Klan in enlisting public officers: 

«You may state in your weekly letter that in one city 
in Virginia we have the chief of police, the common¬ 
wealth attorney, the postmaster, the police court 
judge, members of the city council and the managing 
editor of the leading paper and many other prominent 34 

business and professional men. This is Newport News." 

"News-letters," however, were only one type of written propa¬ 

ganda, which took many forms, in a variety of publications. 

The Klan publishing companies in Atlanta flooded local Klantons 

with bulletins, cards, reports, and the like to be distributed to 

members. One of the most spectacular of these printed cards is one 

attacking the Roman Catholic Church. It starts thus: 

"DO YOU KNOW? . 

"That the pope is a political autocrat. 

"That a secret treaty made by him started the war. 

"That he is enthroned and crowned and makes treaties and 
sends and receives ambassadors . . .j"-^ 

and it continues with more such statements. Certainly, the Catholics 

were the objects of the most vicious of the attacks from Klankraft. 

Of much use to the KLeagles in recruiting was a "bogus oath" of the 

Catholic order, the Knights of Columbus, Fourth Degree. The Imperial 

Palace itself did not publish copies of this oath but it did encourage 

its use, because it found it of value in certain areas. H. P. Fry 
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presents evidence that it was widely distributed in Tennessee and 

other Southern states. This oath made its first appearance in 

America in 1912, and caused much comment in the Congressional 

elections of 1912. A controversy resulting from one of the elections 

in Pennsylvania led to its publication in the Congressional Record 

36 
of February 15, 1913. 

Excerpts from this oath as published there reveal its value 

as a recruiting instrument: 

nl do • . , promise and declare that 1 will have no 
opinion or will of my own or any mental reservation 
whatsoever, even as a corpse or cadaver (perinde ac 
cadaver), but will unhesitatingly obey each and every 
command that I may receive from my superiors in the 
militia of the Pope and of Jesus Christ .... 

nI do further promise and declare that I will, when 
opportunity presents, make and wage relentless war, 
secretly and openly, against all heretics, Protestants 
and Masons, as I am directed to do, to extirpate them 
from the face of the whole earth; and that I will spare 
neither age, sex or condition, and that I will hang, 
burn, waste, boil, flay, strangle, and bury alive these 
infamous heretics; rip up the stomachs and wombs of 
their women, and crash their infants1 heads against the 
walls in order to annihilate their exercrable race. 
That when the same cannot be done openly, 1 will 
secretly use the poisonous cup, the strangulation cord, 
the steel of the poinard, or the leaden bullet, regard¬ 
less of the honor, rank, dignity, or authority of the 
persons, whatever may be their condition in life, either 
public or private, as 1 at any time may be directed so 
to do by any agents of the Pope or superior of the 
Brotherhood of the Holy Father of the Society of Jesus . . . ." 

The false oath also contained promises to vote for a Knight of 

Columbus in preference to a Protestant, and to refrain from business 

37 
relations with Protestants. 

When the Klan's national crusade began in 1921, this oath was 
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adopted by Kleagles as propaganda, and was accepted by the ignorant 
38 classes in the South as genuine. Because of this, the Catholic 

church caused to be made public in 1921 the real obligation of the 
39 Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus. To disprove the atrocious 

falsity of the "bogus oath" and to show the lengths to which Kleagles 

went to gain recruits, it is only necessary to present the real 

pledge: 

"I swear to support the Constitution of the United States. 
I pledge myself as a Catholic citizen and Knight of 
Columbus, to enlighten myself fully upon my duties as 
a citizen and to conscientiously perform such duties 
entirely in the interest of my country and regardless 
of all personal consequences. 1 pledge myself to do all 
in my power to preserve the integrity and purity of the 
ballot, and to promote reverence and respect for law and 
order. I promise to practice my religion openly and 
consistently but without ostentation, and to so conduct 
myself in public affairs, and in the exercise of public 
virture as to reflect nothing but credit upon our Holy 
Church, to the end that she may flourish and our.country 
prosper to the greater honor and Glory of God.8 

The "News-letters," bulletins, and other printed material as¬ 

sociated with the Klan are valuable in showing the mental attitude of 

its workers and members. To be noted is the extreme effectiveness 

of this propaganda upon the religious minds of the rural areas. The 

inability of provincial Protestantism to differentiate between the 

political hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church and the great 

religious institution that hierarchy represented made it especially 

susceptible to the type of propaganda which the Klan employed. 

In 1923, the Klan had some thirty newspapers and magazine, some 

official, some non-official but maintained and patronized by Klansmen. 

These circulated among about one and a half million subscribers all 

68 
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over the United States, but particularly in the South and Mid-West.^ 

The literary quality of most was very low. Klan literature was 

conventionally and uncritically patriotic, almost devoid of beauty 

or dignity, and replete with definite appeals to hatred and prejudice. 

Again, the Catholics came in for abuse in most of the crude, raw, qnd 

often indecent "news" stories. The Klan seldom tried to get publicity 

in local newspapers because editors usually couldn't afford to risÿ 

a boycott by either pro-Klan or anti-Klan elements, and therefore 

12 
studiously avoided mention of the Klan. 

The Searchlight, published by the Searchlight Publishing Company 

in Atlanta, was the first official Klan organ. The Fiery Cross 

and the Imperial Night-Hawk were soon added, these also being pub¬ 

lished in Atlanta and owned directly by the Order. In 1924, Evans, 

then Imperial Wizard, asserted that there were "no official Klan 

publications except the Imperial Night-Hawk and The Fiery Cross. 

In 1924» publication of the national monthly magazine, The Courier « 

. 4* 
began. 

Some of the most important locally published papers were: 

The Keystone America#. Pennsylvania; Colonel Mayfield's Weekly. 

Houston, Texas; Sergeant Dalton's Weekly, Winnifield, Louisiana; 

the Protestant Standard. Merryville, Louisiana; ÿhe Good Citizen. 

Zerepath, New Jersey; The Patroit, St. Louis, Missouri; Arkansas 

Traveller. Little Rock, Arkansas; the Texas 100 Per Cent American: 

the Kluxer. Dayton, Ohio.^ Klan officials denied responsibility 

for many of the periodicals published in their name, and they re¬ 

cognized the problem of controlling these raging, unofficial out- 
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pourings; therefore, in 1923 and 1924» they took active steps to 

tone down the rabid locals. Milton Elrod, an Indianian, was ap¬ 

pointed to organize a string of Klan papers throughout the country 

which were to be directly controlled by central headquarters and 

which being official, were to drive out circulation the unofficial 

47 
organs. Publication of The Kourier came as a result of this re- 

48 
form movement. 

Aiding Elansmen in their vituperative attacks upon Catholicism 

were such anti-Catholic papers as the Protestant, the Fellowship 

Forum, and the Menace. These were independent of the Klan in manage¬ 

ment and finance; but they were often staffed by Klansmen, and used 

by Klan propagandists who urged Klan members to subscribe. The 

Protestant, published in Washington, D. C., and rabidly anti-Catholic, 

49 
was used a great deal by the Kleagles in recruiting. The Fellowship 

Forum was also published in Washington, D. C., and was edited by 

James S. Vance, whose staff was supposed to be 100^ Ku KLux and 

50 
Mason. The Menace was published in Aurora, Missouri, and edited 

by Billy Parker during the early stages of the Klan movement. ^ These 

publications were aimed solely at the structure and activities of the 

Roman Catholic Church. They titillated their several million readers 

with tales of the moral (derelictions and atrocities of nuns and priests, 

and frightened them with dire revelations of Roman plots to dominate 

and oppress. 

Samples of falsifications and inventions in these publications 

associated with the Klan illustrate the beliefs of a large class of 

Americans who read them and gave them credence. 
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In discussing the efforts of Governor Walton of Oklahoma to 

deal amicably with Oklahoma Klansmen, The Protestant Standard carried 

these headlines: 

”KLan Calls Rome's Hand in Oklahoma. Jesuit Judases 
Jeopardize American life and Liberty. Pope uses Walton 
in Effort to Bring Back Inquisition of Dark Ages."52 

The Arkansas Traveller printed under the heading of "Lincoln* s 

Warning," an article falsely ascribed to Lincoln, and beginning thus: 

"I do not pretend to be a prophet, I see a very dark 
cloud on our horizon. That dark cloud is coming from 
Rome ... A cyclone such as the world has never seen 
will pass over the country, spreading ruin and desolation 
from north to south. "" 

The Texas 100 Per Cent American under the caption 

"LIES — T.TES — LIES" 

addressed a priest who had written to The Outlook defending Catholicism: 

"Mow, Reverend Sir, you who wears his collar backward like 
a mule, that you have denied that the Jesuit Order of the 
entire Catholic world for that matter, does not hold to the 
doctrine that the end justifies the means, we should like 
for you to deny some other things. 

"Did Your Church Cremate Joan of Arc? 

"Was Joan of Arc burned as a heretic by your followers, or 
rather by those who led your churéh in the centuries past? 

"Deny that if you can. 

"Then, after she had been burned at the stake for being 
heretical, why did your church in these latter days canonize 
her? 

54 
"Come on, Rome, we are asking you|" 

Propaganda against the Jew was carried on just as viciously. The 

Searchlight of July 30, 1921, carries on the front page a letter 

signed "American" which was typical of anti-Semitic utterances. In 



93 

part, this letter said: 

"The Jew is interested in creating war between blacks and 
whites, not to benefit the negro, but to destroy our govern¬ 
ment * • • « 

"My investigation proved to me beyond a doubt that the negro 
situation is being made increasingly dangerous by Jewish 
agitators. 

"in all my twenty-five years travelling over this continent, 
1 have never met a disloyal American who failed to be 

either forMgn born or a Semite."55 

Another type of propaganda employed by the Klan was the "whispers." 
4 

These "whispers" appeared so regularly wherever the Klan appeared 

that it is impossible to overlook them either as deliberate propagations 

or as a natural undertone. As intangible instruments they were most 

effective since authorship could not be proven and since their ano¬ 

nymity made it easy for the Klan to deny responsibility for them. 

Most of the "whispers" were revivals of myths used by earlier nativist 

groups such as the "^now-Nothings" and the"A. P. A.’s." The current 

accusations were: that whenever a Catholic boy was born, Catholics 

buried a rifle under a church or Knights of Columbus Hall in pre¬ 

paration for the day when revolting Catholics should seize America; 

that priests seduced women at confessional that Catholic and Jewish 

capital controlled and printed seventy percent of the country's news¬ 

papers; that there was a plan to move the Vatican to America; that 

there was a Catholic-Jewish alliance aiming at the control of the 

American school system; that Jews, Catholics, and aliens were re¬ 

sponsible for most of the crime, vice, and corruption in government. 

One particular whisper had to do with dollar bills of the issue of 

1917 and is interesting to note because of its sheer nonsensical 
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basis. This particular bill was supposed to have been covered with 

Catholic symbols placed there by impudent Catholics in the Bureau 

of Printing and Engraving. According to the Pwhisper,n on its face 

were a portrait of La Pope, insignia of the Knights of Columbus, and 

some snakes and St. Patrick; on the reverse were the Catholic cross, 

a bishop's mitre, and a crozier. The drawings symbolized the watch¬ 

ful eye of the Pope upon America and his intention of dominating it. 

The weakness of the story lay in the fact that the plates from which 

the bill was printed were made in 1868; however, hundreds of Klansmen 

believed this story and tore off the corner that was supposed to 

56 
bear the Pope's picturel 

Regarded by outsiders as propagation agencies were the two Klan 

"universities." It was the supreme desire of Simmons to construct 

in Atlanta a great national university eë a focal point for regeneration 

of American citizenship and Western civilization. Each state was to 

contribute one building and one teacher. The buildings were to be 

of stone from the quarry at the base of Stone Mountain in Atlanta. 

Students from each of the forty-eight states were to be trained 

for ths leadership of America. Here the American mind and its future 

leaders were to be mobilized for the task of saving "native, white, 

Protestant Civilization."^ 

The Order never fulfilled this plan of Simmons, though r^n 

organizations of four states had promised funds in 1921.^® The 

closest approach of Simmons' dream to reality was the purchasing 

of Lanier University in Georgia, and the installation of Simmons 

59 
as president. After Simmons left the Order, the K]an bought 
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Valparaiso University in Indiana, changing its name to the "National 

University." This school had been organized in 1873 as a scholarly 

institution for the poor. When the Klan bought it and assumed its 

debts, it had been declining rapidly, having 4000 students in 1920, 
60 

and only 1,500 in 1922. In 1923, Milton Elrod, editor of the 

Fiery Cross, announced the purchase of the institution, revealed the 

business terns of purchase and the addition of a Bible chair and 
61 

q course in constitutional law to its curriculum. 

Several things are noticeable about the propaganda of the Klan. 

First, it was prepared to satisfy the desires of a certain class 

for vicarious excitement, a class that had to look elsewhere than 

to its own monotonous environment for the thrills it seldom enjoyed. 
r 

Then, it was undeniably the appeal of the ignorant to the ignorant; 

the wide circulation of the publications testifies to the vast 

numbers who read them and actually believed what they read. It was 

highly adaptable, making use of resentment against alien farmers 

in Ohio, against bootlegging in Kansas, against alien labor in Penn¬ 

sylvania and California, against the latest local scandal in Texas, 

against parochial schools in Louisiana, against any kind of resent¬ 

ment that was handy for its "salesmen of hate." Also to be noted 

is the fact that this propaganda fostered the increase of class 

solidarity and division within the nation. Most important of all, 

it evidenced the disruptive force implied in the Klan program of 
62 

"Native, white, Protestant supremacy." 

****** 

There were many complex and diverse reasons why the propagandists 

of the modern Klan met with an overwhelming response to their efforts 
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to win converts to Klan doctrine. Their success stemmed less from 

the vigor of their own efforts — effective though these were — 

than from a pattern of contemporary social and economic conditions, 

both regional and national, which tended to make great masses of 

Americans receptive to the peculiar doctrines embodied in the Klan. 

In the region of its origin, the Klan reaped the advantage of 

conditions which worked with compelling force to make the population 

susceptible to the Ku Klux psychology. The lower South was a con- 
63 

servative region faced with disruptive forces in 1920 and 1921. 

It repelled these forces with a rancor and a bitterness, which 

created a climate of opinion favorable to Klan attitudes. The South 

was a Protestant stronghold, with a tradition of white supremacy 

over the Negro. This supremacy once took the form of slavery, but 

could later be maintained only by constant surveillance of the Negro. 

The whole background of the South, "the broad scar of the Civil 

War, the wounded pride and the bitter indignation of the period 

of reconstruction," colored the whole pattern of Southern emotional 
64 

attitudes and social behavior. Survival of the traditional 

political and social dominance, a heritage of pride, a passionate 

self-assertion in the face of criticism, a conviction of superiority, 

and a constant alertness to protect the existing status, all paved 
65 the way for mushroom growth of Klannishness. 

The Klan name itself had wide appeal. The original Ku Klux 

Klan developed as a reaction to the vindictiveness of Northern 

politicians and carpet-baggers and was a desperate act of self- 

assertion and self-defense. It contributed less than is popularly 
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supposed, but nevertheless it contributed, to restore Home Rule in 

the South, to preserve for the South its "self-respect, its sense 

of mastery, its place in the community."^ To the average Southern 

■white man of the 1920's, the name, Ku Klux Klan, after a lapse of 

half a centuiy, typified all that was best and finest in the chivalry 

of the old South. It conveyed "to him the impression of valiant 

men resisting tyranny, of the salvation of the white race from 

threatened negro domination (with all that implied socially as well 

as politically), and the rescue of the white womanhood of the South 

from a frightful and ever-present peril. To augment this im¬ 

pression, The Birth of a Nation, the motion picture dealing with the 

recovery of the South from carpet-bagger and Negro through the 

instrumentality of the old Klan, passed through Southern cinema 
68 

houses during the World War period. However, the cherished Southern 

legend which had been created by Thomas Nelson Page, F. Hopkinson 

Smith, George W. Cable, Mary Johnson, and Joel Chandler Harris was 

in the early 1920's undergoing modification by Ellen Glasgow, William 

Faulkner, Erskine Caldwell, Dubose Heyward, and Julia Peterkin who 

combined to shatter the sentimental, aristocratic^ Negro-loving 

"Dixie" by prying too closely into the idealism of the South and 

finding there sordid realism, and applying correction to the earlier 

concept.^ 

In the first decades of the twentieth century, the tension be¬ 

tween the white and the Negro in the South was much relaxed. The 

entrenchment of white dominance had created a stability which 

facilitated cooperation and understanding, in place of the old armed 
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mentality. Pioneers in reaching a racial understanding had been 

Booker T. Washington, Dr. Willis D. Weatherford, and James H. Dillard 

who acknowledging the Negro's lower status, urged him to make the 

most of that status and advocated race cooperation for mutual benefit 

However, the World War and post-War periods witnessed a re¬ 

crudescence of racial unrest, which, in turn, made an organization 

of the Klan type seem more timely and appropiate to the South. 

The Negro had been drafted into the army to fight for democracy 

and while there had been encouraged in the belief that his status 
71 at home would be bettered upon his return. When the Negro came 

back, the South was uneasy because it feared that he would be 

"biggety" and that, having become imbued with democracy, he would 

not be inclined to submit to his pre-War condition. The Southerner 

was conscious of the Negro slowly increasing in capacity -and thus 

outgrowing the sphere alloted to him in the existing racial ad¬ 

justment. The color line was growing dimmer and dimmer and the 
72 

Negro was wanting more than his "place." Of course, the South 

did not acquiesce in this state of things. One might as well ask 

ITWhat was before God?" as to ask the typical Southerner "to con- 
73 

template the negro on a plane of social equality." The South 

in general opposed interracial cooperation and placed a taboo on 

social mixture. 

The Negro could not help but expect an improved status after the 

70 

War. Goodwill had been displayed to him during 1918 and 1919 in 

rallies, parades, and public acknowledgements. The Confederate 
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Veterans, themselves, marched in the Negro Labor Day farades in 

74 Savannah, Georgia, and Birmingham, Alabama. The Negro was 

praised for his services both in war and at home. Dr. Mil winton 

Alexander, after traveling from Memphis to the Tazoo Delta .in the 

last week of the war, complimented the patriotism of the unprivileged 

Negro of the Delta in successfully supporting the Liberty Bond 

Crusade and the Red Cross, and upon the unity of black and white in 
75 the DeLta communities and the disappearance of race consciousness. 

In these circumstances the Negroes naturally became self-assertive. 

Individually, they resisted the resumption of the old pattern, and 

collectively they became more articulate. The National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People especially publicized racial 

demands for "the abolition of segregation of the races in the Govern¬ 

ment departments at Washington, the reduction of. Congressional re¬ 

presentation in the Southern States in proportion as the negro is 

disfranchised, the pardon of the imprisoned soldiers of the Twenty- 

fourth Infantry held in Houston for the Leavenworth riots, the 

abolition of ’Jim Crow’ cars on interstate railroad trains and the 
76 appointment of negro Assistant Secretaries of Labor and Agriculture."' 

Such demands as these caused a distinct adverse reaction in the 

South* where they were later cited by Klan leaders as proof that 
77 White supremacy was "acutely and nationally menaced." 

A man’s part was assigned to the Negro during the War, and he 

played it; but the Negro fighting for democracy and the Negro at 

home were different, and all good-will disappeared with the Armistice. 

This renewed friction was both indicated and accentuated by race 

riots all over the nation and in toleration of lynchings in the 
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78 
post-War years. As early as 1906, an Isolated riot In Atlanta 

had evoked proposals, In Georgia and South Carolina, for the 

79 
revival of the Klan. If one riot had been cause enough in 1906, 

there was now much more cause: during the years 1916-1921, race 

rioting occurred in East St. Louis, Missouri; Chester, Pennsylvania; 

Houston, Texas; Omaha, Nebraska; Chicago, Illinois; Washington, D.C; 

Elaine, Arkansas; Acore, Florida; Tulsa, Oklahoma; and fear of riots 

80 
occurred in Birmingham, Alabama; and Columbia, South Carolina. 

The opposition to the Negro was a deep-rooted social habit in 

the South; and many Southern Whites were hasty to exercise "ready 

81 
violence in defense" of their "threatened social status." They 

resorted to force as a consequence of their mastery — as a 

characteristic of their control over a large and alien population. 

They asserted their power at any threatening moment. This element 

of self-assertive mastery found an outlet in the new Klan movement. 

The race attitude of the South seems to be based on a latent 

fear that the Southern White may lose his ascendancy, and on a desire 

to maintain a static relationship between races. Only in such a 

static situation is it possible to achieve "peaceful and even- 

82 
tempered co-existence of ruler and ruled . . . ." If long main¬ 

tained, such a condition will stimulate the habit of obedience, the 

love of common things, the growth of common traditions, the feelings 

of security and kindliness and personal loyalty. Once the South 

had attained this end only to have it upset by the Civil War; and 

now when the South was in the process of regaining it, the World 

83 
War re-upset it. Over 200,000 Negroes went to France and were 
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exposed to a resulting expansion of horizon and enriching of ex¬ 

perience. - 

To be noted is the economic effect of the War upon the Negro. 

Bapid industrial expansion, and consequent demand for labor in the 

North caused a Northward migration of Negroes, and a sharp raise 

in Negro wages to the point where the racial wage differential al- 
84 

most vanished. More than 600,000 blacks went North between 1917 

and 1924.^ To stop this migratory movement, Southern Whites re¬ 

sorted to repressive measures, which, in turn led to further excuse 

for migration. Hundreds of Negroes, waiting at railroad stations 

86 
were jailed; Northern labor agents were heavily fined. Nor did 

industry remain an external force. It invaded the South, and its 

infiltration there left the inevitable forces following from industry: 

the dynamic factories, roads, automobiles, telephones, public 

schools, moving pictures, newspapers, community centers, and new 

cities.^ As a result the Negro developed new cravings, new ideals, 

and new habits. The whites sensed impending peril. Blaming the 

Negro and forgetting he was only a creature of circumstances, they 
t/i 

sought to "reestablish the past by nullifying throgh terror the 

influences of the present."^ 

Thus the race situation contributed to a mental state favorable 

to the growth of the new Klan. However, active oppression, of the 

Negro was not to figure prominently in the Klan*s Southern career, 

because the South saw the economic danger of an anti-Negro campaign 

which might result in the expulsion of black labor to the North. 

There were to be some outbursts and lynchings involving the Negroes, 
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but violence, in the main, was limited to the whites. 

Then, too, in the early 1920’s, the South was the scene of a 

struggle between orthodoxy and liberalism. While the nation as a 

whole had altered its religious concepts, the dogma of the South 

remained fixed. In other parts of the United States, the church 

had tended to exchange theology for social service, and to abandon 

orthodoxy in favor of a cult of ethics. Moreover, physical science, 

impinging upon religious teaching, had repeatedly led the church 

to modify its doctrines in conformity with Darwinism and other 

scientific formulae. But while these processes were at work in 

other parts of the country, orthodox, evangelical, Christianity re¬ 

tained its pristine form in the South. By the 1920’s, the champions 

of this ’•fundamentalist” faith were thoroughly aroused to the strength 

of the forces which were working against them, and they prepared to 
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defend their position with the utmost partisan zeal. The old 

native stock with its evangelical background and its uncritical and 

passionate loyalties insisted upon an unreasoning allegiance to 

orthodox Protestantism. The Southern Protestant accepted with un¬ 

critical avidity the pleas of William Jennings Bryan against 

91 
Modernism and for Fundamentalism in religion and science. All the 

mental cast of the South — the desire to conserve its existing 

status, the suspicion of all things alien, or even unfamiliar, the 

fetish-worship of traditional institutions and beliefs — all these 

found a channel for their expression in the revived Ku Klux Klan, 

and all the exponents of these attitudes seized upon the Klan as 

92 
an instrument ready to their hands. Mechlin recognized this 
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aspect of the Klan’s strength when he declared: "The strength of 

the Klan lies in that large, well-meaning but more or less ignorant 

middle-class, whose inflexible loyalty has preserved with uncritical 

fidelity the traditions of the original American stock .... This 

class is more in evidence in the South than in any section of the 

country."^ 

Throughout the South, the factors of boredom and ennui were at 

maximum. The small-town craving for artificial thrills, coupled 

with the dull monotony of a rural life, based on the single crop 

system, monotonous food, dependence on a creditor, and lack of 

interest in farm upkeepmade community life a spiritual burden. 

There was frequent idleness of mind and body in the South, great 

illiteracy, isolation, inbreeding, localism. The pressure of ennui 

made the Ku Klux a welcome diversion to the Southern rural element. 

In the South, the Klan’s philosophy gave full play to all the 

94 
forces of sentiment and the social attitude. In the South, at 

least the movement was a security movement. In summation, Frank 

Tannenbaum states: "There we find a stronghold of orthodox Pro¬ 

testantism, the practical application of the doctrine of white 

supremacy, the adherence to a solid political doctrine which is 

intolgrant of innovations in race relations, and an attachment to 

tradition and custom which places a premium on conformity to the 

established order. The tragedy of slavery add Reconstruction de¬ 

creed that southern politics and religion should be forever interwoven 

with the race question, so that healthful division on political, 

economic, and social questions has not been tolerated since the 
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Civil War."^ 

# # * ■* # # 

From the Reconstruction Period until the World War, the name, 

Ku Klux Klan, had sinister, evil connotations for the entire Northern 

and Western sections of the United States. It was associated with 

a rebellion which the North regarded as treasonable, and with the 

perpetuation of a caste system which the North regarded as unjust 

and inhumane. The Klan, in its original form had offered illegal, 

violent resistance to Federal policies which were formulated by 

Northern men. Yet despite this background, the modem Klan triumphed 

over the handicap of its name and won as much favor, gained as large 

a following, and wielded as much influence in the North, as it did 
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in the states of its former ascendancy. 

This spectacular and paradoxical success was possible because 

the Klan offered a rallying point from which to oppose certain new 

and alien influences which seemed to constitute a threat to the 

existing order in America. These influences were nation-wide in 

their operation; they were for the most part either new or newly 

evident; and they took on aggressive form. The result was that they 

excited extreme fear and violent antagonism among those who were 

satisfied with the status quo. The fear and antagonism thus generated 

were vital in winning for the Klan a nation-wide membership of more 

than two million. 

Properly speaking, these - influences cannot be isolated from one 

another, and cannot be understood without reference to the post¬ 

war atmosphere of unrest, disillusionment, instability, and at times 
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hysteria, in which they flourished. For purposes of convenience, 

however, one may say that there were five problems which caused 

grave concern to middle-class Americans. First, they felt that the 

increasing size and decreasing assimilability of America’s immigrant 

and 'foriegn' groups constituted a threat to the continued domi¬ 

nance which the native "old American" stock had customarily ex¬ 

ercised. Second, America was exposed to new, "radical" political 

theories — popularly labelled "isms" — which attacked democracy 

in a manner in which it had never before been assailed. The "red 

scare" and the indiscriminate use of the word, "Bolshevism," as an 

ephithet were evidences of the hostility and the apprehension with 

which average Americans regarded such new political phenomena. 

Third, the middle-class, which had at one time, completely dominated 

America, was now subjected to incursions from capitalist interests 

above, and from an aggressive, unionized industrial laboring class 

below. These elements, formerly neglible, now impaired the social 

and economic position of the middle-class, and competed with it for 

political control. To this situation, the middle-class responded 

with an attitude in some ways suggestive of fascism — which, in 

Europe, was the recourse of a beset middle-class. Fourth, the post¬ 

war period, as is well known, witnessed a widespread revolution in 

morals. During this revolution, established conventions were abandoned. 

The saxaphone, the hip flask, the "petting" party, the divorce mills, 

the one-piece bathing suit, and the cigarette butt with lipstick 

stains, thrust themselves upon public notice, proclaiming the complete¬ 

ness with which the old order was rejected. Chastity, marriage, and 

religion all seemed to be in danger. And fifth, while disillusioned 
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post-War youths flaunted their practical defiance of pre-War 

formulae, a group of thinkers and writers articulated a philosophy 

of "Modernism" to replace the current philosophy of "Fundamentalism" 

which they regarded as obsolete. All these forces coinciding, 

struck the conservative camp hard, and roused among the conservatives 

an uneasy and baffled sense of instability, a hysterical fear of 

these strange, new pervasive forces; a sense of righteous indignation 

against such explosive, and as it seemed, iniquitous tendencies; and 

a fierce détermination to attack the new and defend the old indis¬ 

criminately. Such emotions were recruiting sergeants for the Ku 
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Klux Klan. "Nothing is more natural than to cling to one’s neigh¬ 

bors, under these circumstances, and to seek with them to set up 

some sort of machinery, operating secretly and by force, if neces¬ 

sary, which shall preserve the old institutions which are held dear 
98 

and seem to be threatened." 

The Klan was pre-eminently fitted to combat these new and dis¬ 

rupting forces because it was pre-eminently a nativist organization. 

Nativism includes more than expressed partiality to the native-born 

culture in preference to the foriegn-bom. It "signifies a 

hostility to divergent cultural elements which differentiate many 
« 

natives as well as foreigners from the prescribed national standard." 

One concept of Americanism asserts that it is a body of ideals 

or "a mental attitude which may be attained independent of race, 

cult-background, or continuity of social heritage." In support of 

this view, it may be argued that American political ideals have 

always had a detached existence from political realities? witness 

the struggle to free the slave and to give him complete American 
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citizenship, and the traditional idea that America is intended by 

100 
God to be the asylum of all oppressed nations. 

The nativist concept of Americanism, on the other hand is that 

national ideals can't be divorced from ethnic stock, language, laws, 

religion, and social traditions. The nativist assumes that the 

nation is a psychological organization in which ideas, sentiments, 

and loyalties are not sublimated spiritual abstractions but are 

«correlatives in the realm of thought and feeling of prevailing ways 

of life in business, politics, and social relations." All have a 

national basis which can be destroyed through war or revolution or 

through shifts in the ethnic composition of society and the en- 
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dangering of American ideals. Klan belief upheld the principles 

of nativism. Imperial Mzard Evans defined the Klan as "an organi¬ 

zation which gives expression, direction and purpose to the most 

vital instincts, hopes and resentments of the old stock Americans, 

provided them with leadership, and is enlisting and preparing them 

for militant, constructive action toward fulfilling their racial 

102 
and national destiny." 

This supports Mechlin's statement that "Americanism as it falls 

103 
from the lips of the Klansman is synonymous with Nativism." 

The Klan, in the eyes of its members, come as the protector of the 

old American stock against the forces transforming American society. 

It drew its origin from inspirations of ancient prejudices, classical 

hatreds, inground social habits, being a recrudescence of forces 

104 
pre-existent. The Klan was essentially conservative and harked 

back in politics, religion, and social ethics to traditions of the 
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fathers. The Klan came to this nation as the latest phase of 

105 
nativism. 

For decades, the nation through its immigration policy built 

up a system which might in time allow the transfer of the reins of 

power from the scions of the old stock to the children of the alien. 

From time to time, the dangers of excessive immigration were re¬ 

alized, and were expressed in fear psychology which resulted in 

nativist organizations to reduce immigration and which resulted in 

active fear psychology expressed against the Roman Catholic as un- 

demoi.cratic, the alien as undemocratic, and the Jew as uhassimil- 

106 
able. 

In the history of American immigration, nativist outbursts 

have followed immigrant waves. Stanley Frost says that the first 

nativist movement came when the Federalists and the Jeffersonian 

Republicans made the alien vote an issue when the Federalists in 

1795 raised the term of naturalization to fourteen years, and the 

Republicans restored it to five years in 1802 and that the issue 
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disappeared during the war in 1812. During the nineteenth century 

the first immigration wave came in the period from 1831 to 1861, 

(reaching its peak in 1855) and was composed of Irish and Germans. 

A second pb&se occurred between 1862 and 1877» with 1873 as the year 

of heaviest immigration; during this time, British and German 

riL grants predominated. Following this, a wave began in 1878, reached 

its height in 1882, and continued until 1897» it was characterized 

by a heavy immigration of German, British, Italian, Austro-Hungarian, 

and Russian stocks. The last great wave bringing in Italians, Austrb- 
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Hungarians, Russians, Germans, and Britishers occurred during the 

period, 1898-1914, its peak years extending from 1907 to 1914, 

during which years, one million immigrants entered the United States 

108 
annually. 

The Know-Nothing era, which began in 1837 paralleled the first 

great period of immigration. In its earlier stages, Know-Nothingism 

was concerned chiefly with the problems of foreign immigration; but 

later the religious issue became its key-note. Native resentment 

turned against the hordes of Irishmen who came in the 1830*s to 

New York Philadelphia, and Boston, ahd who promptly entrenched them¬ 

selves in the political systems of those cities. The Know-Nothing 

creed, like that of the modern Klan, insisted upon the separation of 

church and state, the reading of the Bible in schools, the restriction 

of inmigration, and the exclusion of the foreign-born from public 

office. The nativist reaction, culminating in the Know-Nothing move¬ 

ment, found its first manifestation in the formation of an American 

Republic Association which extended over the East and the Mid-West, 

establishing itself in about twenty-one states, which were repre¬ 

sented in a great public demonstration in 1844* About 1849, the 

supreme Order of Sons of the Star-Spangled Banner originated in the 

East as a secret order. Popularly known as the Know-Nothing Order, 

it soon became the emdodiment of the whole nativist movement. It 

covered four New England states one election year and endorsed Fillmore 

for president in 1856. Failing to bridge the sectional chasm which 

was then widening, the Know-Nothing movement waned. Sectionalism re¬ 

placed nativism as an issue, and the Sons of the Star-Spangled Banner 
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were relegated to obscurity before the bombardment of Sumter. 

Nativism emerged again, when the American Protective Association 

(A. P. A. ) was organized March 13, 1887, by Henry F. Bowers in 

Clinton, Iowa, to combat the immigration wave of the 1880's. Its 

membership included Canadians, Mid-Western Germans, and Scandanavians. 

It spread rapidly through Illinois, Iowa, and Nebraska, and in 1893 

had some 70,000 members in twenty states. Much of this growth re¬ 

sulted from the use, for propaganda purposes, of documents which 

purported to emanate from the Catholic church, but which were in 

fact, forgeries. After 1893, the Association became a political 

factor as a bloc-unit, large enough to give its leaders substantial 

influence within the major political parties. It was not important 

in the South, except in Tennessee and Kentucky, where it elected 

governors. It had a questionable claim to twenty-two congressmen. 

The policies of theA. P. A. were solely anti-Catholic. Members re¬ 

fused to employ Catholics or to help in building Catholic institu¬ 

tions. They opposed office-holding by Catholics because of their 

hostility to anything suggestive of papal power. When the Association 

opposed McKinley in the presidential campaign of 1896, it committed 

political suicide, declined steadily thereafter, and passed out of 

American life entirely in 1899. 

The modem Klan was not, strictly speaking, an immediate product 

of nativism, for it was Southern and sectional in origin. However, 

the Klan struck mot in the post-War alien influences and and became 

a nativist instrument mainly because it tapped the old stream of 

nativist tradition by means of its anti-alien, anti-Catholic, and 
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anti-Jewish position. This explains its national appeal. Even 

in the South the center of fear psychology was shifted from the Negro 

to the Catholic, the Jew, and the foreigner.112 

Nativists feared immigration not only because they regarded 

it as inimical to American ideals and customs, but also because 

the rate of immigration and the birthrate among the immigrant stock 

so far exceeded the birthrate of the native, Anglo-Saxon stock, that 

the alien group threatened in time to displace the original American 

113 
stock. Klansmen felt that their own group was committing race 

suicide. In this situation, their mood was one of confusion, distress, 

and bafflementj their methods were expressive of anger and violence, 

rather than reason and policy, because they did not know how to reverse 

the population trends which were running against them. 

The Klan in condemning alienism of any form spoke for the 

plain people of America who believe in an American nation built on 

the unity of mind and spirit of a homogeneous people, goveraingtfrom 

the purposes and instincts of pioneer ancestors. Evans stated: 

«We know that the melting pot has failed, the reasons are 

unimportant now. We believe that definite steps must be 

taken to prevent ours from becoming a mongrel nation, or 

a milling and distraught mass of opposed groups, in which 

the mental and spiritual qualities that make America great 

will be lost forever. Therefore, we oppose alienism in 

any form and the excessive liberalism that supports it. We 

grant to all the right to their own ideas, but we claim 

the same right for ourselves, and a prior right to con- 
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trol America.” 
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Thus, in the true nativist tradition, the Klan argues for the 

complete control of American life by that old stock that established 

American institutions — which stock it regarded as superior in 
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intelligence. Klansmen thought America could be saved if control¬ 

led by native, white Protestants of the great middle-class. They 

thought this class best equipped, by training and social position, 

to defend the old institutions and ideals, since it did not slave 

to a job, nor did it lack the discipline of woik; it had leisure, 

'346 
yet it escaped the social isolation of the rich. However, the 

Klan failed to implement this class as it had hoped to, since a 

majority of middle-class people proved unresponsive to Klan beliefs. 

The Klan most truly represented “that provincial, small-town, native 
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American which is intensely suspicious of all things foreign,” 

and who is intellectually mediocre. Recognizing this, Evans stated: 

”We are a movement of plain people, very weak in the matter of 

culture, intellectual support, and trained leadership. We are de¬ 

manding, and we expect to win, a return to power into the hands of 

the everyday, not highly cultured, not overly intellectualized, 

but entirely unspoiled and not -de-Americanized, average citizen of 

the old stock."118 

After the War, alien groups which in the previous century had 

been first opposed, then exploited, then accepted, were viewed 

askance. Wide-spread concern was evident} racial theories grew 

fast and the superiority of the Nordic stock was asserted by a 

119 
social class which had grown fearful of the security of its status. 
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The deep concern caused by heavy, unrestricted Immigration was 

crystallized by President Wilson's denunciation of "hyphenated 
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Americanism," "by the association of aliens and Jews with radical 

economic theories, and by the fear that post-War Europe was about 
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to deluge the country with a new flood of immigrants." 

Herein lay the second major disruptive element, which through 

the reaction it caused, gave strength to the Klan. Not only were 

aliens unassimilable in a purely negative way, but they were now 

associated in the public mind with such fearful and destructive 

heresies as Bolshevism and Socialism. 

There had been a growth of Socialism and Communism during the 

War years, and the government's suppressive activities increased 

rather than decreased their strength. When Victor L. Berger, a 

Socialist editor in Milwaukee, was indicted under the Espionage 

Act and then sent to congress twice by the Socialist vote of Mil¬ 

waukee in 1917» and when Eugene V. Debs was nominated for Presi¬ 

dent on the Socialist ticket in 1920 and received nearly 1,009,000 

votes while a prisoner in an Atlanta penitentiary, the people of 

America feared for Democracy. The Socialist proscription reached 

its peak in January, 1920, when five members of the New York 

legislature were expelled for no other reason than that they be¬ 

longed to the Socialist party. The public had been taught during 

the War to suspect non-conformists, for at that time no less than 

1500 women and men had been convicted tinder the Espionage Act and 

had been sent to prison, to remain in some cases, for years. Anti¬ 

alien acts and acts against spys both reflected and increased a 
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public tendency to regard foreigners in general as politically 

122 
dangerous. 

The jaggadness of conservative nerves, the activity of the 

Socialists, and certain acts of violence by political fanatics led 

to the big "red scare” that swept America in the early twenties. 

For this national panic there was some justification. During the 

War the labor movement had been gaining, the International Workers 

of the World (I.W.W. ) had through strikes and boycotts come into 

conspicuous popular disfavor. Over 1,000,000 men and women had 

gone on strike in 1919. Among their number were members of the 

building trades, longshoremen, stockyard workers, shipyard workers, 

subway men, shoe-workers, carpenters, and telephone operators. 

In the grain states, an “aggressive soviet" was formed by 200,000 

farmers, under the name of Townley’s Non-Partisan League. "There 

was an unmistakable trend toward Socialistic ideas both in the rank 

of labor and among liberal intellectuals." There were relatively 

few Communists and Anarchists, but they received publicity out of 

all proportion to their numbers. Frederick Lewis Allen estimates 

their members as numbering between 30,000 and 60,000j he placed 

the membership of the Socialist party at 39*000, and the membership 
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of the Communist Labor party at 10,000 to 30,000. This was an 

unimpressive nucleus for mass movements but the protectors of American 

institutions were too frightened to be reassured, and their fear 

was augmented by sensational denunciations of political heresies 

which were the "spawn of long-haired and unwashed East-Side Jews," 

and by tales of spies and plotters and international intrigues, 
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and even by, rumors of armed rebellion directed by Lenin and Trotsky, 
124 

Events of 1919 did much to feed this fear: All over the nation 

mysterious bombings occurred and mysterious packages appeared. 

The most notable incident, occurring April 30, 1919, was that of 

one Caplan, a clerk in a New York post office, who discovered sixteen 

packages of bombs addressed to such outstanding figures as Attorney- 

General Palmer, Postmaster-General Burleson, Judge Landis of Chicago, 

Justice Holmes of the Supreme Court, Secretary of Labor Wilson, 

J. P. Morgan, John D. Rockefeller, and Commissioner of Immigration 

Caminetti and others. Thirty-six of these packages were finally 

125 
brought to light. Bomb explosions occurred in Washington, D. C., 

Cleveland, Ohio, Roxbury, Massachusetts, and other cities; and 

Day demonstrations turned into riots in New York City and Cleveland. 

On June 2, 1919, a bomb wrecked the home of Attorney-General Palmer 
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in Washington, D. C. Three months later, in Boston, 1117 patrol¬ 

men out of a total force of 1544 walked out on strike, leaving a 

great American city without protection and at the mercy of the law¬ 

less.Public fear was redoubled, and Calvin Coolidge won extra¬ 

vagant acclaim for his assertion that: 

MThere is no right to strike against the public safety 

129 
by anybody, anywhere, any time." 
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Fear and hatred of Bolshevism increasingly gripped the American 

130 
mind in 1919 as new strikes came and revolution spread through Europe. v 

There were general arrests of Communists all over the nation on New 

Year's Day, 1920, and scores of "reds" went to prison. The Communistic 

tag was applied freely to all who failed to conform, even in a slight 
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degree? If one was labeled "red,* he was socially and politically 
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ruined* two Italian radicals, Sacco and Vanzetti, were put to 

death in Massachusetts upon conviction of having killed the paymaster 

and guard of a shoe factory, but the question of their guilt or 

innocence was often lost sight of, as political passion whirled about 
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them# In the same year came a most spectacular bombing, popularly 

attributed to the "reds#" This was a dynamite explosion September 16, 

1920, in front of the Morgoi offices in New fork City, in which 
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hundreds of people were injured and thirty-eight were killed# 

. IBhile such spectacular episodes as these caused the "red” scare 

to blaze up furiously in the last, the Pacific Coast was concerned 

with a problem of another color — the "yellow peril.» This was more 

a racial than a political issue, but the latent antagonism was touch 

accentuated by the cool relations between the United States and Japan 

in the early twenties, long had the people of the coast objected 

to the orientals, both Japanese and Chinese, because these groups 

labored for wages lower than Anglo-Saxons would accept, debased 

standards of living, and retained Asiatic practices and beliefs far 

beyond the first generation. As a result of the aggressiveness shown 

by the Japanese in Chinese affairs, and in the affair of the Island 

of Yap — wldch brought Japan into sharp collision with American 

interests — the anti-Japanese sentiment blazed into fresh flame. 

There were violent reactions against Japanese farm laborers in Cali¬ 

fornia; state legislatures prohibited the owning of land by orientals; 

"jingo" newspapers kept up a barrage of anti-Japanese agitation; 

stories were circulated, associating Chinese and Japanese alike with 
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"picture brides," "white slavery," and "dope." Japanese returned 

this animosity in kind. The Japanese regarded as insulting the 

American immigration laws excluding Asiatics: and Japanese politicans 

and presses exaggerated every incident of friction and misunderstanding 
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between the two governments. The modern Klan in true nativist 

fashion adopted the oriental problem as an issue in its crusade. 

In still another aspect, the post-War reaction was conducive 

to a fascist reaction, for the double reason that the period was 

one of hyper-nationalism, and that it contained elements which tended 

to arouse a self-conscious defensive attitude on the part of the 

great middle-class. Insofar as the spirit of fascism advanced, the 

opportunity of the Klan was increased. 

The ultra-nationalistic attitudes followed naturally from the 

War, during which it had been fostered by the Liberty Loan movement. 

This "American First" attitude was perpetuated by alarmism directed 

against Mexico and Germany after the War. This philosophy expressed 

itself strongly in disapproval of the World Court and the League of 

135 
Nations. In the early 1920's, £ new concepts of government and 

society came to America. Britain's position as holder of the status 

quo began to be challenged by Americans when this nation emerged 

from the War by far the world's richest and most powerful nation. 

During the War, trade routes had been paralyzed, currencies devalued, 

wealth destroyed, debts made, revolutions had occurred, and new states 

had been set up. In the altered conditions and in the return to 

stability, many Americans wanted the United States to guide economically, 
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and to rise to political dominance as the world's first power. 
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However, this was to be done individually, without the help of a 
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League of Nations or a World Court. The Monroe Doctrine in 

the tradition of the past was to guide the governing of the present. 

Thus, the fighting mood of the Americans, frustrated by lack of 

activity in France after long preparation, deprived of its natural 

fulfilment* turned in the turbulence of the day to the cult of 

Americanism to expend its energy. 

NatiordLism, however, is probably a less important element in 

Fascism, than the aroused determination of the middle class to de¬ 

fend its status by all measures, including, if necessary, force. 

The Klan naturally adopted itself to this function. It embodies an 

unconscious aim to restore America; to its old governing class, and 

a tremendous desire to bring about the ascendency of the middle-class, 

which it regarded as best suited to place America in its role as 

leader of the nations of the world. 

In this aspect, the Elan movement is often referred to as an 

American fascism. Arthur Corning White saw the Elan's aim as one 

to secure protection for the supremacy of the middle class in the 

unending struggle between Capital and Labor. White says that while 

the middle class adores ritual, regalia, and hokum, the middle class 

American is no fool. He watches the cost of living and his business, 

which he puts before a lodge outfit. He hopes to revive the economic 

independence of the individual, as it existed in the nineteenth 

century, when coal cost five dollars a ton, when a gardener could be 

hired at 20£ an hour, and when the cook knew her place and kept it. 
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Mien Harding promised ’’Normalcy” and nothing happened, the middle 

class began to think that the old order could never be restored by 

ballots* In Capital's concession to Labor and in Labor's attack 

upon Capital, generally the middle class lost. The middle class 

suffered the brunt of raised prices in either case and it realized 

that it possessed neither the voting power of Labor nor the business 

acumen of Capital. Fascism in Rome restored order by physical force; 

the American middle class found in Klan idealism the basis for a 

similar settelement.^® 

Frank Bohn and E. H. Loucks also saw the elements of fascism 

in the Klan movement. Boh> picturing the reaction of ”100 per cent 

Americanism," to the War, saw it "suddenly awakened to really 

alarming conditions, taking fright, and running amuck in the form of 
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çn American Fascisti, the K.K.K." Of Klankraft, Loucks said: 

"Between the lines of much of its propaganda one could read the im¬ 

plication that it might not be a bad thing for the United States 

if a fascist movement with the Klan in the role of leadership were 

HO 
to develop here." 

During the early years of the post-War decade, there occurred a 

HI 
revolution in American manners and morals. This revolution altered 

the conventions and attitudes of millions whose development was still 

in the process of formation, and excited extreme alarm among those 

who retained the mores of pre-war America. Because the manifestations 

of the new attitude were most apparent in the society where young 

people dominated, the entire change was popularly identified with the 

"Younger Generation." 
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In truth, however, it was not peculiar to any one age group. 

It was the product of forces which operated on the whole body of 

society, making alterations of a very basic sort. These forces were, 

probably, too numerous and complex for analysis, but certain ones 

of them clearly tended to uproot the old order. Most important of 

these, possibly, was the effect of the World War. The war robbed 

individuals of future security in any form, and thereby stimulated 

them to crowd the maximum of sensation and experience into the moment. 

This "eat, drink, and be merry" attitude was sharply at variance 

with the prevailing Puritan attitude of America. Morever, the War 

exposed countless individuals to experiences of violence and un¬ 

restraint .'which aroused primitive responses, and made them thereafter 

rebellious against the restraints, refinements, conventions, and 

polite evasions of the society from which they had for a time escaped. 

Most of all, the War stirred society out of its routine channels, 

thus hastening other developments which were already operating but 

at a more leisurely pace. 

Of these movements, probably the most important was the gradual 

emancipation of women. Many were achieving economic independence 

as wage-earners, and those who did not earn wages experienced another 

sort of emancipation as automatic devices were placed on the market 

to perform many of the more burdensome chores of housekeeping. Women 

thus set free were prone to cultivate a less exclusively domestic 

attitude. Women who worked, or who were capable of working, revised 

their deference for parental or husbandly authority, and comported 

themselves somewhat more independently. This tendency had long 



121 

been at work, but its operation was much facilitated by the War, 

with its employment of women, and its recognition of their com¬ 

petence. 

Another by-product of War, which did its part in working a re¬ 

volution was a new and unexampled financial prosperity. Large dements 

in society lead lives of moderation only because they cannot afford 

to do otherwise, and the easy money of the post-War years went far 

to remove this one restraint. 

At the same time that surplus funds removed economic inhibitions, 

the automobile offered a means of escape from community surveillance. 

The result was that social sanctions could not be enforced arbitra¬ 

rily; the changes of the next decade showed that an unsuspectedly 

large number of people would not accept them voluntarily. 

As a result of these factors, social behavior underwent a 

spectacular change. In the matter of clothes, for instance, women's 

legs, covered for generations, were exposed to the knee.. Arms were 

left bare to the shoulder, and the use of the corset was widely 

abandoned. Bouge, lipstick, and cigarettes, long hall-marks of the 

prostitute, were adopted by women of all ages and conditions. In the 

use of liquor, also, women abandoned the existing conventions; the 

cocktail party and the flask are evidences of this phase of the 

equality of the sexes. All this implied an abandonment of the 

reticence, modesty, and sheltered innocence formerly prescribed for 

women. Such abandonment was even more evident in the dance, where 

jazz, with the barbaric saxaphone, furnished the milieu for a 



122 

"syncopated embrace." Of course all of this derived its sensational 

I/O 
quality from its implications in the matter of sex behavior. 

Here, too, a great change, though not measurable, was evident. The 

practice of promiscuous "petting" or "necking" in darkened rooms or 

parked automobiles, was widespread, and chastity ceased to command 

the universal value which it had once enjoyed. 

Along with the disregard of social convention came (.widespread 

disregard of the legislative decrees against intoxicating liquor. De¬ 

spite Federal prohibition, bootleggers grew wealthy, speakeasies 

flourished, and inferior liquor was consumed with doubled enthusi- 

143 
asm to compensate for its quality. A deliberate spirit of revolt 

made drinking "the thing to do" in many circles. 

This moral revolution did not lack for publicity. It was, in 

fact, the chief topic of the decade. One of the earliest of many 

writers who dealt with it was F. Scott Fitzgerald, a young Princeton 

graduate, who, in 1920, published a novel, This Side of Paradise. 

which shocked many parents severely. "The book caused a shudder to 

run down the national spine; did not Mr. Fitzgerald represent one of 

his well-nurtured heroines as brazenly confessing" that she had 

kissed dozens of men and supposed that she would kiss dozens more; 

and another heroine as saying to a young man that every bit of real 

love in the world was ninety-nine per cent passion and one little 

soupçon of jealousy? Sex became a best seller and Flaming Youth. 

The Ffestic Age. Bachelor Girl, and Dancers in the Dark appeared to 

renew the alarm created by Fitzgerald.'*’^' 

The novelists were not alone in discovering the moral revolution. 
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Motion-picture producers and magazine publishers also were alert 

to sense its possibilities, and the result was a series of lurid 

cinema productions and a crop of sex magazines which constantly 

publicized the smashing of taboos. In their most characteristic 

form, these presentations fed a craving for forbidden subjects, while 

affecting to '•expose" and condemn the behavior which they protrayed. 

Thus they satisfied salaciousness, without openly condoning it. 

Practicing this technique, Benarr McFadden's True Story experienced 

a record of rapid growth probably unparalled in magazine publishing. 

Moving picture producers toned their productions accordingly; the 

venders of a typical "movie" advertised "neckers, petters, white 

kisses, red kisses, pleasure-mad daughters, sensation-craving mothers, . . . 

the truth-bold, naked, sensational." 

During the thirties, the sensation connected with the "younger 

generation" began to grow stale, as some of the innovations were 

accepted and others were modified. As perspective becomes available, 

it is evident that much of the alarm was excessive. But this later 

judgement should not obscure the fact that the consternation of the 

conservatives was both extreme and genuine. The conservative 

moralists saw in this lost generation the undermining of the social 

institutions of the nation. Samuel Byrne, editor of the Pittsburgh 

Observer, a Catholic paper, stated: 

"The causes are the lack of an adequate sense of 

responsibility in the parents or guardians of girls, 

a decline in personal religion, a failure to realize 

the serious ethical consequences of immodesty in güL's 
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dresses, a dulling of moral susceptibilities, 

an inability to grasp the significance of the 

higher things in human life, and last, but not 

least, the absence of sufficient courage and de- 

termination to resist the dictates of what is known 

as Fashion when these are opposed to decenty. " 

The Southern Baptist Reviewer and Exposition declared: 

"There is a great deal of frank talk among young 

people that in many cases smacks of boldness. One 

hears it said that the girls are actually tempting 

the boys more than the boys do the girls, by their 

dress and their conversation. Not all the boys and 

girls are bad bpt evil is more open and defiant of 

public opinion and restraint. The situation causes 

grave concern on the part of all who have the ideals 

at heart of purity and home life and the stability 
145 of our i^merican civilization." 

i 

To many areas, the Klan; appealed as an instrument of reform to halt 

through physical coercion the head-long precipitation of America 

into a society based upon moral laxity. 

Each Klanton saw itself as an organizm dedicated to moral re¬ 

form. A King Leagle told one of his organizers to instruct the Dens 
146 

"to clean up their towns." The first oppressive measure that 

gained public attention was the Thomas fracas in Atlanta, which re¬ 

sulted when Thomas failed to heed a Klan warning against molesting 
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147 
"women." In Inglewood, California, a Klan group including a 

148 
constable and two deputies hanged a Spaniard accused of bootlegging. 

District Judge H. B. Terrell of Fort Worth, Texas,disapproved of 

the Klan, but believed that the failure to enforce the law and the 

149 
laxities of justice validated some of its extra-legal activities. 

Thus, the Klan in purposing to protect the sanctity of the American 

home and women and children, to oust bootleggers, gamblers, and 

moral perverts attracted those who regarded "innovation" as "a 

150 
sin," and crusaded to reform, as Imperial Wizard Evans called 

151 
it, "a world without moral standards." 

Accentuating and justifying the change from the old order 

came increased Liberalism — or "Modernism. " Modernism can be 

defined as a movement by individuals within the Protestant churches 

to minimize the importance of doctrine and reconcile their beliefs 

with scientific thought, to stress the social science aspect rather 

than the emotional, and in general to mediate between Christianity 

152 
and the skeptical spirit of the age. Through its adoption of new 

viewpoints in academic and religious circles, it threw fear into 

the conservatives all over the nation who saw in these new doctrines 

forces destroying the established order. 

In the early 1920's America experienced a vogue of new and 

daring historical and scientific experimentation the like of which 

had hitherto been only dreamed of. History and science became 

popularized. The historical and philosophic works of H. G. Wells, 

Clement Wood, Will Durant, Hendrick Willem Van Loon; and the 
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scientific treatises of J. Arthur Thomson, A. E. Wiggam, Sir James 

Jeans, James Harvey Robinson, Lewis Browne, Bertrand Russell, Paul 

De Kruif are only a few of those expressive of the innovations in 

.. . . 153 
thought. 

This background for Modernism produced its leading exponents: 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, A. C. McGiffert, Preserved Smith, and Rev. 

J. G. Duling.15^ 

In opposition to Modernism there grew up scientific and re¬ 

ligious Fundamentalism. The religious fundamentalists clung to 

a faithful literal interpretation of the Bible. They opposed all 

efforts to reconcile the teachings of Christianity with modem 

scientific thought and pleaded for the return of the nold-time" 

155 
religion. 

The Fundamentalists were most conspicuous in the early 1920's. 

They aimed by legislative barriers to expel or exclude heresies 

from the pulpit and schoolroom. Efforts to secure reading of the 

Bible to students and to eradicate Modernist tendencies led to a 

Fundamentalist drive against the teaching of evolution in schools 

and colleges. 

Guardian of the doctrine was William Jennings Bryan. His plea 

for the "old-Time" religion climaxed at the Scopes trial in 1925, 

which resulted from the Tennessee legi0latures' forbidding state 

schools to teach "any. theory that denies the story of the Divine 

157 
Creation of man as taught in ÿhe Bible." Though the decision 

was favorable to Fundamentalism, it "contributed to a general nation- 
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iiri.de introspection which turned the tide against religious 

158 
Fundamentalism. ..." 

The Klan in its conservative role of reform and a return to the 

mores of the fathers fell in line with this Fundamentalist movement, 

especially in the South. The Scopes trial emphasizes this point. 

"The nature of the controversy accompanying the trial gave further 

convincing proof of the rural South’s conservatism and of its 

sensitiveness to outside criticism, of the ignorance of many of its 

159 
religious leaders, and of its lag in general cultural progress." 

Condemnatory was the Kian's attitude to Liberalism as shown in the 

following extract from a discussion by Imperial Wizard Evans: 

"If it £ Modern American Liberalism! has a conscience it hides it 

shamefacedly; if it has any standards it conceals them well. If 

it has any convictions — but why be absurd? Its boast is that 

it has none except conviction in its own decadent religion of 

Liberalism toward everything; toward the right of every man to make 

a fool or degenerate of himself and to try to corrupt other?; in 

the right of any one to pull the foundations from under the house 

or poison the wells; in the right of children to play with matches 

in a powdermiU! 

"The old stock Americans believe in Liberalism, but not in this 

thing. It has undermined their Constitution and their national 

customs and institutions, it has corrupted the morals of their 

diildren, it has vitiated their thought, it has degenerated and 
\ 

perverted their education, it has tried to destroy their God. They 

want no more of it. They are trying to get back to decency and 



128 

16° 
common sense." 

Behind the turbulence of the post-War days that produced such 

a Nativist reaction must be recognized those static conditions in 

America that harmonized with the character of the Klan to make it a 

small-town, rural institution, and as H. L. Menchen in the Baltimore 

Evening Sun declared, as American in nature as "chewing gum, 

161 
crooked district attorneys, or chautauquas." 

Those static conditions are revealed in the appeal of the Klan 

to ruralism and the small town and to the democracy of "everyman." 

The modern Klan was characteristically small-town and rural. 

Mechlin says: "There is food for thought in the fact that states 

like Oregon, Texas, Oklahoma, and Indiana, with low illiteracy, 

with admirable state systems of education administering in great 

universities with thousands of students, are least immune to the 

l62 
propaganda of the Fundamentalist and the Ku Kiux Klan." 

Explanation of this, he found in the fact that more than one half 

of the nation’s population lived Within fifty miles of its boundary 

lines, Here were "concentrated the wealth, the foreign born, the 

freedom from religious restraints, the opposition to prohibition, 

the intellectual heresies, the Catholics. The interior region, pre¬ 

dominantly agricultural, native bom American and Protestant, was 

precisely the region which nourished the prohibition movement and 

fundamentalism, raised its voice against the encroachments of in¬ 

dustrialism, viewed with alarm the changing status of Negroes, and 

harbored a genuine fear of Popery." It was this region that 
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classified plutocrats, anarchists, profiteers, labor leaders, inter- 

164 
national bankers, and international Bolsheviki as "Jews," and 

which lumped together Bolshevism, atheism, evolution, and im- 

165 
morality. 

For the traditional, unreflective, and unaspiring, one-hundred- 

per-cent-American of the type depicted by Sinclair Lewis, the Klan 

came as an escape from the drab monotony of the average American 

village. The dreariness of small town life in the Mid-West, and 

also in Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, northern Louisiana, Texas, 

166 
Arkansas, and Oklahoma, was almost unrelieved. Here educational 

standards were low and life was primitive. Due to the slow recovery 

of the South from the Civil War there was vast proverty over large 

areas. There, people suffered from wasteful farming and the land tenure 

system; there, social life had degenerated. 

Boredom and ennui characterized the rural communities of the 

agricultural states. Stupid conventionality and dull morality held 

sway. There is a small-town scrutiny, a compulsion to conformity, 

and a pressure to walk in the straight and narrow path. There is a 

craving for artificial thrills. Invading the dull, dead monotony 

of life in such communities, the Klan offered meat to those starved 

167 
emotionally and, with the lure of excitement, attracted them. 

It was not so much the actuality of deeds as it was the nervous 

expectation that accompanied the potentiality of the Klan, the feeling 

that ’bornething” might happen. 

In the great Southwest, the Klan reached the peak of its success. 
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There its appeal of mystery to the imagination starved by a prosaic 

168 
and unpoetic environment climaxed. 

In the small towns throughout the nation orthodox Protestantism 

was dominant and morals were a serious preoccupation; man saw life 

in moral terms, and ethics were more important than law. The Klan 

as an ethical concept "took vague ideas about honor, home, God, 

Americanism, and turned them into significant phrases," by which the 

"mean man's cussedness and the bigoted man's bigotry were armed with 

169 
a moral justification." The Protestant church, in placing a 

premium upon "the mental servility of ' single faith, ' " tabooed 

"forms of worldly amusements without troubling to find a substitute," 

and doomed "its devotees to a life spent in the midst of spiritual 

170 
and moral illusions." The Protestant church took the glamor 

from religion: "The appeal of ritual, of architecture, of esoteric 

performance, the emotional thrill of the supernatural, are foreign 

to Protestantism;" and in denuding itself, Protestantism unconsciously 

failed to satisfy those not yet willing to face pure reality without 

171 
garnishings. In the barren, arid atmosphere thus created, the 

awesome doings, and the more awesome pretensions,of the Klan, filled 

a distinct psychological void. 

The other static element in Americanism to which the Klan appealed 

was the democratic tenet that "everyman" is a king. 

Americans possess, in unusually high degree, the common trait 

of being "joiners." Devere Allen stated that there existed in this 

nation sixty-five larger fraternities, having a total membership of 
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nearly eighteen million, exclusive of college fraternities, 

sororities, professional organizations, non-sectonian 100$ ers, 

and the Klan. In the words of Allen: "If you are not a Moose, 

a Stag, an Elk, an Eagle, an Owl, an Oriole, or some other specimen 

in the great national menagerie; a Yeoman, a Uood Templar, a Mason, 

a Workman, a Forester, a Woodman, a Gleaner, a Mechanic, a Druid, 

a K. of C., an A.O.H., a B*nai B'rith, a tied Man, or a Veiled Prophet 

of the Enchanted Kealm — you are, if one may say so, an Odd Fellow. 

Once in so often you march around your lodgeroom in the wake of the 

Grand Exalter of the Holy Mackerel and absorb a certain luster from 

his glittering insignia; as an adult you get the same thrill from 

the secret grip and password that you got from the gang which met 

after school in the Enchanted Haymow of the Sacred Neighborhood Barn; 

and by your periodic appearance en masse, wearing on the street yopp 

blue fei.or gold, green and purple sash, you: proclaim an esoteric 

172 
knowledge beside which all other is of little worth." 

The fraternal group is almost characteristic of the welfare of 

a democratic state. Fraternal orders "meet, in varying degrees, 

a hunger which lies near the heart of gregarien mankind, and they 

afford ofttimes a financial and group security which is a pressing 

173 
human need in a social order based upon a predatory ethic." 

Brotherhood groups are organized as beneficial societies, as enter¬ 

tainment groups, ahd as militant-oath-bound orders such as the Klan, 

whose objectives are not limited to the advancement of Klan members 

174 
but extend to the welfare of society as a whole. 

The Klan, in appealing to the gregarien instincts of the average 

American wfs, therefore, not unique. The secret brotherhood with 
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political interests is old in the history of the nation. Possibly 

the oldest political fraternity still existing is the Improved Order 

of Redmen which is identified with Tammany Hall. This fraternity 

originated in 1771 in Annapolis, Maryland, as a branch of the Sons 

of Liberty ( a Revoluntionary War organization) and later took the 

name of the Sons of St. Tamina, which was afterwards called Tamany. 

Members of the St. Tamina group in Philadelphia, in 1813, called 

themselves the Society Of Red Men, and their interests-centered in 

political patriotism. From this Society in 1834 branched off the 

Improved Order of Red Men which has today 500,000 members in New York 

and Philadelphia.175 

Possibly the most conspicious nativist labor fraternity in the 

nineteenth century was the Order of United American Mechanics which 

was organized in 1845 as an order of trades union men in opposition 

to immigration, Catholics, Negroes, and Jews. Today, it is the 

176 
Junion Order of United American Mechanics. 

Apart from practical purposes, the fraternity or secret society 

fulfils a psychological need in the community life of the individual. 

It serves as a means of escape from the standardizing effect of 

conventional democracy. At first the secret society was handicapped 

in America by the inherent antagonism of the highly individualistic 

pioneer democracy to the secret fraternity which was regarded as 

undemocratic. Public opinion heartily condemned Masonry in 1826 

when a traitor to the Masonic Order published its secrets in book 

form. However, toward the end of the century opposition to the secret 

society waned and fraternal organizations grew rapidly. Of the 568 
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fraternities existing in 1900, only 78 of them antedated 1880. 

The secret order won for itself a position in American society; and 

today, most of the beneficiary orders enjoy the good-will of the 

177 
public — as witness the Shriners. 

The secret society established its position because it became 

an essential feature of social life in the towns and rural commun¬ 

ities of the nation. The universal fondness for picnics, circuses, 

parades, church socials, and conventions is most apparent in the 

small town. The secret society further mitigates the monotony of 

routine life and rigid conventions. 

"The democratic emphasis upon equality, publicity, and like- 

178 
mindedness leaves whole phases of man's nature to starve;" 

the secret order fills the void. Conventional democracy has no place 

for the mystery that men crave. It is devoid of the appeal of 

nobility and inimical to the personal intipacies of the exclusive 

circle or favored group. Democracy tends to deify the "man of the 

people" and the average man, and to glorify their homely qualities, to 

such an extent that mediocrity in unrelieved. The secret society 

compensates for these deficiencies by bringing an element of mystery 

179 
and honorific distinction into prosaic lives. 

As a fraternity, the Klan possessed special appeal: Its 

ritual and its terminology challenged the imagination. "Everyman" 

escaped into the Invisible Empire from the drab light of the democratic 

day and there acquired intimate fellowship, and felt socially im¬ 

portant. The veil of secrecy made "friendships more genuine, wit 
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more spontaneous, laughter more contagious.” Pride was flattered; 

latent idealism was stimulated; fantastic possibilities were of- 

181 
fered to a dwarfed and starved personality. As the weak will of 

an individual united with the great will of a great order, the petty 

self was transferred by mystic glorification into a self individually 

possessing the greatness of the order, and "Everyman" became a king. 

William Joseph Simmons organized the Ku Klux Klan primarily as 

a fraternity. If, through his deficiencies, the fraternal element 

was sometimes subordinated, nevertheless it remained always an ap¬ 

preciable factor. This fraternalism was certainly perverted by 

those who later controlled the Klan; however, a fraternity it was, 

with a fraternal appeal. Without this appeal, it could not have 

burgeoned up to astonish the nation. And when the Klan failed, it 

was less because of the diminishing utility of its issues, or the 

success of its critics, than because the average American became 

aware that the Klan did not offer the kind of fraternalism which 

he sought. 
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4. Constitution, Certificate of Adoption. 

5. Art. VI, Sec.l. 

6. Constitution, Certificate of Adoption. 

7. Loucks, op.cit.. 85, note 1. 

8. Ibid.. 204. 

9. Const.: Certificates of Adoption, Ratification, and Proclamation. 

10. The Imperial Proclamation of the Constitution. 

11. Albert de Silver, "Ku Klux Klan; Soul of Chivalry," Nation. 
CXIII (September 14, 1921), 285. 

12. Evans, in North Am.Rev.. CCXXIII. 34. 

13. Ibid.. 52. " - 

14. Ibid.. 53. 

15. Ibid. 

16. Ibid.. 54. 

17. Stockbridge, in Cur. His., XIV, 24. 

18. "Imperial Wizard . . .,« Lit.Dig.. IXVIII, (Februaiy 5, 1921),45. 

19. Frost, op.cit.. 64-65. 

20. Evans, in North Am. Rev.. CCXXIII, 54-59. 

21. Ibid.. 60. 

22. ibid.. 60-61. 

23. Ibid.. 61. 
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24. Evans, in North Am. Rev. « CCXXIII, 62. 

25. Loucks, op.cit.. 64. 

26. Frost, op.cit.. 184. 

27. The complete Oath of Allegiance is reproduced in Frost, op.cit.. 44-49. 

28. Loucks, op.cit.. 67. 

29. In order to explain the membership of the Klonvokation, how the 
members voted, and how the Wizard controlled the convention, it 
is helpful to draw up a fictious Klonvokation. 

This Klonvokation will be composed, theoretically, of Klansmen 
from 10 Realms. Figures for membership of each Realm are valid, 
being taken from Duffus, in World's Work. XLVI, 363? however, 
the number of Provinces and Klantons within each Realm is 
speculative and is included only in order to illustrate. It is 
assumed that these 10 Realms compose the entire Order. The 
number of Provinces or counties in each state, and the number 
of Klantons in each country are fictitious. Notable are these 
facts: that no matter how many Klantons are contained in each 
Province, the Province will still be represented by the same 
number of officers; and that the total voting power of a Realm 
is determined by the total nuntoer of Klansmen, but that the 
actual representation is based on units of organization and 
not on total numbers; and that elasticity comes at the base of 
the pyramid which is the Klanton membership. Membership of a 
Klanton varies from 50 to 500. Assume a Klan organization as 
follows: 

MEMBERS IN Totes 
Realm Realm Provinces Klantons Allowed 

Georgia 90,000 28 600 900 
Alabama 78,000 22 450 780 
Mississippi 16,000 15 190 160 
Florida 2,600 9 90 26 
Louisiana 54,000 31 420 540 
Texas 170,000 42 980 1700 
Oklahoma 104,000 23 800 1040 
Arkansas 45,000 22 380 450 
Ternessee 30,000 16 150 300 
South Carolina 
Ten Realms 

19.000 
608,000 

12 
220 

130 
4190 

190 
Z(M 

On this basis the membership of the Klonvokation includes: 

Imperial Officers 16 
Grand Dragons 10 

Their Kleppers (elected) 10 
Great Titans 220 

Their Klepeers (elected) 220 
Exalted Cyclops 4190 
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) 

Each Realm is allowed 1 vote per 100 Klansmen In good standing 
in it. Each Exalted Cyclops has a personal vote, which can 
not be delegated; if the Cyclops exercises his vote, it shall 
be deducted from the total number of votes allowed his Realm. 
After the votes of the Cyclops present are deducted from the 
votes of their respective Realms, all the rest of the votes are 
divided among the representatives present, that is, the Imperial 
Officers, Grand Dragons, Klepeers, and Great Titans. 

In this fictitious Klonvokation, there will be: 

6086 
246 

240 
4190 

From the total 6086 
subtract 4190 

1896 = remaining votes to be divided among 
the 476 representatives (other than 
Exalted Cyclops) remaining, allowing 
each of these 3*94 or 4 votes apiece. 
Of these 476 representatives, 230 
are the elected Klepeers. Therefore, 
theoretically, the Imperial Wizard 
would control oily 246 representatives 
out of 4666 delegates present, or 
969*24 votes out of a total of 6086. 

However, this is only the theoretically democratic voting 
system employed in the Klonvokation. In reality the Imperial 
Wizard controlled the proceedings and votes through these Con¬ 
stitutional provisions. 

1. NAU acts of the Klonvokation shall become effective 
within one hour after their passage unless vetoed 
by the Imperial Wizard within that time, in which 
event the Klonvokation may pass the act over the veto 
of the Imperial Wizard by three fourths (3/4) vote 
of the said Klonvokation" (Art.VI, Sec.3) 

2. "He shall request of the Imperial Klonvokation such 
legislation as he deems wise for the best interest 
of this Order in its government, regulation and 
promulgation" (Art. X, Sec.8). 

3. Concerning the active officers of the Klonvokation, 
"the Imperial Klaliff shall be its president and the 
Imperial KLigrapp shall be its secretary and recording 
officer." There was no treasurer. "Other Imperial 
Officers .may act as chairmen of Committees, or con¬ 
stitute committees" (Art. VI, Sec.3). 

total votes allowed each Realm. 
votes of the Imperial Officers, Dragons and Titans,— 
controlled by the Imperial Wizard. 
votes from the elected Klepeers. 
votes of Exalted Cyclops if all attend. 
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4. Thus, the presiding officials were appointed by him: 
"He shall have full authority and power to appoint 
all Imperial Officers and Grand Dragons," and to 
designate their terms of office (Art.X, Sec, 10), 

5. If any member of the Klonvokation, other than an 
Imperial Officer, proved recalcitrant, the Wizard 
could banish him: "He shall have full power to remove 
from any office at any time any officer of this Order, 
other than an Imperial Officer, of any rank or station 
or capacity, or any employee whomsoever, on the ground 
of incompetency, disloyalty, neglect of duty, or tin¬ 
becoming conduct" (Art. X, Sec.9), 

6. Appeal against his dismissal by any officer or KLans- 
man was ineffectual as decisions of the supreme 
judiciary of the Order "on all matters of a judiciary 
nature coming before it for adjudication" were final 
only when "ratified by the Imperial Wizard" (Art.VII, 
Sec.6). 

Aside from these constitutional limitations upon the Klonvo¬ 
kation is the more practical limitation which frequently operated 
when local Klantons were unable to send their Exalted Cyclops 
to the national meeting because of lack of funds. Also, the 
Imperial Wizard had a centralized nucleus which formulated his 
policies and made plans for their execution. It was practically 
impossible for local Klantons to organize a united front against 
the centralized power. Each Klanton by its Charter, as will be 
seen later in the text, was immediately attached to the Wizard 
and had no connection to its brother Klantons, except for its 
membership in the Order. 

30. H. P. Fry, Challenge of the Klan. 44. 

31. Ibid.. 45, Fry has omitted Rhode Island in this list; however 
there was a Klan in that state. Duff us, "Ku Klux Klan in the 
Mid-West," World’s Work. V.46, 363» lists membership for Rhode 
Island in May, 1923, which figures are as "good as most," 
allowing 12,000 members in the state. Fry, through negligence 
perhaps, has placed Minnesota in two Realms. 

32. H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 45» 

33. Ibid., 47. 

34. Ibid. 

35. Loucks, op.cit.. 72-73, reproduces this "Pledge of Loyalty," 
concerning which he states: "When it appeared that faction¬ 
alism was increasing and that .there was a group opposed to 
his leadership, Imperial Wizard Evans took the precaution to 
have his Kleagles sign the following ‘Pledge of Loyalty* to 
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him personally." However, this pledge was used earlier than 

Evan’s administration: H. P. Fry, op.cit., 15, states that he, 

as a Kleagle, had to sign the Kleagle ' s'Pledge of Loyalty April 8, 

1921. The pledge Fry signed is identical with that quoted by 

Loucksj however, the pledge is made to William Joseph Simmons, 
then Imperial Wizard. The "Pledge of Loyalty" (Loucks) reads: 

"I, the undersigned, in order to be a regular appointed 

Kleagle of the Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan (Incorporated), do freely and voluntarily promise, 

pledge and fully guarantee a lofty respect, whole-hearted 
loyalty and unwavering devotion at all times and under any 

and all circumstances and conditions from this day and date 

forward to H. W. Evans as Imperial Wizard of the Invisible 

Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (Inc.). I shall work 
in all respects in perfect harmony with him and under his 
authority and directions, in all his plans for the extension 
and government of the Society, and under his directions, 

with any and all of my officially superior officers duly ap¬ 
pointed by him. 

"I shall at any and all times be faithful and true in all 

things, and most especially in preventing and suppressing 
any factions, schisms or conspiracies against him or his 

plans and purposes or the peace and harmony of the Society 
which may arise or attempt to arise. I shall discourage 
and strenuously oppose any degree of disloyalty or dis¬ 

respect on the part of myself or any Klansman anywhere and 
at any time or place, towards him as the supreme chief 

governing head of the Society named. 

"This pledge, promise and guarantee I make is a condition 

precedent in my appointment stated above, and the con¬ 

tinuity of my appointment as a Kleagle and it is fully 

agreed that any deviation by me from this pledge will 

instantly automatically cancel and completely void my ap¬ 

pointment together with all its prerogatives, my member¬ 

ship in the Society, and I shall forfeit all remunerations 

which may then be due me. 

"I make this solemn pledge on my Oath of Allegiance and 

on my integrity and honor as a man and as a Klansman, 
with serious purpose to keep same inviolate. 

"Done in the city of ..... . State of. .••••« 

on this the day of   A. D. 19.. 

Signed 

Address 

Witness 

Address n 
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36. This indemnity bond was not made to the Order but was to 
idenmify the Imperial Wizard from loss; H. P. Fry signed 
his bond indemnifying William Joseph Simmons, April 8, 
1921. H. P. Fiy, op.cit.. 15-16. 

37* The power to admit members, within limitations of the pledge, 
in a new territory was entirely in the hands of the Kleagle. 
Loucks, op.cit.. 73. 

38. Duffus, in Worlds Work. XLVI, 181, states that the income of 
the agents depended on the number of sales they made, yet 
they affected to be particular about who they let in, sending 
discriminatory letters, etc. The common result of investi¬ 
gating was $16.50 taken in by the Klan. If applicants were 
refused admission, this was "a really impenetrable secret 
of the Order." 

39. Loucks, op.cit.. 72. 

40. Ibid.. 68. 

41. The Realm Officials were: 

Grand Dragon 
Grand Klaliff 
Grand Klokard 
Grand Kludd 
Grand Kligrapp 
Grand Klabee 
Grand Kladd 
Grand Klarogo 
Grand Klexter 
Grand Night-Hawk 

These were known as the G 

president of Klorero 
vice-president of Klorero 
lecturer 
chaplain 
secretary 
treasurer 
conductor 
inner guard 
outer guard 
courier 

>and Dragon and his Nine Hydras. 
Art. XVI, Sec.6. 

42. The honorary title of Giant was applied by gradation to all 
officers who had served "one or more terms as the chief 
executive officer of the Invisible Empire and of subordinate 
jurisdictions thereof" (Art. XII, Sec.6). As example, a 
Klan Giant was an ex-Exalted Cyclops, a Great Giant an ex- 
Great Titan, a Grand Giant an Ex-Grand Dragon, and an Imperial 
Giant was one who served as Imperial Wizard. 

43» The Provincial officers were! 

Great Titan 
Three Great Klaliffs 
Great Kligrapp 
Great Klabee 
Great Kludd 
Great Niglfc-Hawk 

president of Klonverse 
advisory Board 
secretary 
treasurer 
chaplain 
courier 
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These were known as the Great Titan and his Seven Furies. 
Art. XVII, Sec.4. 

44» Mechlin, op.cit.. 30. 

45* Loucks, op.cit.. 71* 

46. As example, the Klanton in Knoxville, Tennessee, couldn't get 
a charter until it had 500 members, with other local Klans, 
the number required was 

47* Officers of the Klanton 

Exalted Cyclops 
Klaliff 
Klokard 
Kludd 
Kligrapp 
Klabee 
Kladd 
Klarogo 
Klexter 
Night-Hawk 
Three Klokann 

These were known as the 

48. Loucks, op.cit.. 74* 

49* Frost, op.cit.. 40. 

50. Loucks, op.cit.. 78. 

51. Ibid.. 79* 

52. H. P. Fry, op.cit., 73* 

53* The time interval involved here was fifteen months as most of 
the Pennsylvania Klans received their Charters after July 1, 
1924. Loucks, op.cit.. 80. However, the Klan came to 
Pennsylvania in 1921. Ibid.. 25. 

54. H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 74. 

55* Ibid.. 73. Fry says that in practice, members were "not 
actually required to possess a robe, but it is generally the 
case that that every man who comes into the movement is 
childishly eager to acquire one . . . ." 

56. Loucks, op.cit.. 79* 

much less. H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 22. 

were: 

official head, 
vice-president 
lecturer, censor 
chaplain 
secretary 
treasurer 
conductor and custodian of property 
inner guard (checks entrance of Klavem) 
outer guard (checks exit) 
courier 
auditors, advisors, trustees 

Exalted Cyclops and his Twelve Terrors. 
Art. X1JL, JSpc.l —— Sec.11. 
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57» H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 41-42. Loucks, op.cit.. 94» says that the 
Gate City robe factory "enjoyed" a "monopoly" which gave them 
(the owners) "enormous profit." This is upheld by Duffus, in 
Worlds Work. XLVI, 36» who states that the contract price to 
the Klan was $4.00, thus recognizing the factory as distinct 
from the Klan organization. This contract was managed (procured; 
by the Southern Publicity Association, f ry, p. 41, says that 
the $6.50 robe order (in 1922, date of book copyright) was paid 
to the Gate City Manufacturing Company. However, loucks, p.79» 
says that when the price (of the robe) was raised to $6.50, the 
Klansmen "conjectured that the increase was due to the fact that 
the national organization had just acquired a new robe factory 
and was rapidly paying for it." Evidence seems to agree that 
the relationship wasn't a purely business contract, tut that 
the Klan had a direct hand in setting the price of the robe and 
certainly in stimulating its manufacture. 

Quite noticeable is the coincidence that Clarice and Simmons 
closed their contract between the Klan and the Southern 
Publicity Association June 7» 1920, and that only two days later, 
the application for the charter of the Gate City Manufacturing 
Company was filed in the same court. Simmons, in discussing 
possessions of the Klan in the summer of 1921,- stated: "We 
now have a paraphernalia plant here turning out six hundred 
robes a day, in addition to other equipment . . . ." (Fryy,p.43). 
Article XV, Section 1 of the Constitution entitles the national 
office to "all profits," and it seems unlikely that the leaders 
failed to take full advantage of this clause. 

58. Loucks, op.cit.. 80. 

59* H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 42-43. 

60. Ibid.. 31. 

61. "Klan Backs a College," Literary Digest. LXXVIII (September 
15, 1923), 42. 

62. H. P. Fry, ^jp.jcit., 31* 

63. Loucks, op.cit.. 94* 

64. Ibid.. 95. 

65. Duffus, in World's Work. XLVI, 36. 

66. H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 43» 

67. Duffus, in World's Work. XLVI, 36. 

68. Loucks, op.cit.. 82-83. 

69. Frost, op.cit.. 72. 

. Ibid.. 43. 70 
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71. The salute is "made with the right hand over the right eye, then 
reversing the hand so that the palm is in front." H.P.Fry, op.cit.. 

91. 

72. Simmons has used the date 1872 as marking the end of the original 
Klanj however, the original Klan was ordered to disband by its 
leader, N. B. Forrest, in January, 1869. Stanley F. Horn, 
Invisible Empire. The Story of the Ku-Klux Klan. 1866-1871. 356. 

73. Of some interest to the reader might be the address and closing 
paragraph of an official document issued by Simmons notifying 
the Klan of the selection of Mary Elizabeth Tyler as his Grand 
Chie f-of-Staff. This demonstrates not only the use of the 
Kalendar in official letters but also the official address 
system and the high-sounding phraseology employed: 

"To all Genii, Grand Dragons and Hydras of Realms, 
Grand Goblins and Kleagles of Domains, Great Titans 
and Furies of Provinces, Giants, Exalted Cyclops and 
Terrors of Klantons, and to all citizens of the In¬ 
visible Empire, Knights of the &u Klux Klan — in 
the name of our valiant, venerated Dead, I affection¬ 
ately greet you . • . 

"Done in the Aulic of his Majesty, Imperial Wizard, 
Bnperor of the Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan, in the Imperial City of Atlanta, Common¬ 
wealth of Georgia, United States of American, on this, 
the ninth day of the ninth month of the year of our 
Lord, 1921, and on the Dreadful Day of the Weeping 
Week of the Mournful Month of the Tear of the Klan LV, 

"Duly signed and sealed by his Majesty. 
(Signed) William Joseph Simmons 

Imperial Wizard." 

Leroy Percy, "Modern Ku Klux Klan," Atlantic Monthly, CXXX 
(January 1, 1922), 125. 

74. "Invisible Empire • . Cur.Op.. LXXI, 561. 

75. "For and Against the % Klux Klan," Literary Digest. LXX 
(September 24, 1921), 36. 

76. Stockbridge, in Cur.His.. XIV, 22-23. 

77. Duffus, in World»s Work. XLVI, 181. 

78. "Imperial Wizard . . .," lit.Dig.. LXVIII, 45. (February 5, 1921). 

79* H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 35. After a Klan had been chartered, a 
regular application blank endorsed by two KLansmen or a 
Kleagle or the Imperial Wizard was used (Art.IV, Sec.2). 
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80. All material concerning the Kloran is based on H, P, Fiy, op.cit., 
Chap.VII “The Ku Klux Ritual," 82-93. 

81. Simmons, in having the Kloran copyrighted in his name, caused 
to be deposited two copies of it in the Libraiy of Congress, 
Washington, D. C., this allowing public access to the "secret" 
document. In doing this, Simmons violated his Oath of Allegiance 
to the Klan, which pledged secrecy of such matter. H. P. Fiy, 
op.cit.« 82-83. 

82. Ibid.. 84, notes that the wording of the Kloran is expressed 
"‘Simmonsly' and not in the language of other organizations." 
Pry points out that Simmons used a peculiar way of writing 
all of his own, which Fry calls "Simmonsese" (p.88). This 
characteristic of Simmons is also noticeable in the wording 
of the Constitution and other Klan matter written by Simmons. 

83. Used in dialogue fashion, they are illustrated thus: 

"Upon meeting a stranger whom he wishes to test, the 
Klansman says: 

"AXAK, meaning, Are You A Klansman? the answer being, 
"AKIA, A Klansman I am. 
"CAPOWE, Countersign and Password Or Written Evidence? 
"CYGNAR, Can You Give Number And Realm? 
"N0.1, ATGA, Number One Klan of Atlanta, Ga. 
"KYGY, Klansman 1 Greet You. 
"ITSUB, In the Sacred Unfailing Bond. 
(They shake hands with the left hand) 
"KLASP, KLannish Loyalty A Sacred Principle, 
"KABARK, Konstantly Applied By All Regular Klansmen." 

H. P. Fry, op.cit..91. 

84. Ibid., 67. 

85. Ibid.. 89. 

86. H. P. Fiy, op.cit.. 71, states that copies of the constitution 
and laws were not allowed for general circulation among members; 
when members were allowed to see it, thy had to give a "rigid 
receipt for its care and custody." However, Loucks, op.cit.. 
62, 204, says that the constitution was "distributed widely," 
and was "generally available." 

87. Evans, in North Am. Rev. CCXXIII, 62. 

88. H. P. Fry, op.cit., 175-176. 

89. Loucks, op.cit.. 149. 

90. Ibid.. 150. 

91. Ibid. 
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92. Loucks, op.cit.. 152-155» 

93. Ibid.. 150. 

94. Ibid.. 154-161,presents in detailed clarity the story of 
strife and dissension that accompanied the women»s order 
in Pennsylvania. 

95» When Imperial Wizard Evans in February, 1928, ordered Klans- 
men to unmask, he proclaimed that every Klansman become a 
Knight of the Great Forrest, which was the K-TRIO rank of 
the Order. Loucks, op.cit.. 76. 

96. Shepherd, in Colliers. IXXXII (July 14, 1928), 38. 

97. Loucks, op.cit.. 76. 

98. Ibid. 

99. Ibid., 77» 
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1. Duff us, in World» s Work. XLVI, 181. 

2. Mechlin, op.cit.. 31. 

3. Duffus, in World»3 Work. XLVI, 180. 

4. Ibid.. 363. Estimates by Duffus, taken May 1, 1923, are 
considered by him as "good as most." Mechlin, op.fcit.. 32, 
supports this enumeration: "it is possible to place the 
estimate of the Klan following at between two and three 
millions." 

5. Duffus, in World»s Work. XLVI, 179. 

6. Ibid.. 363-365. 

7. Mechlin, op.cit.. 33. 
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14. William S. Myers, “Know Nothings and Ku Klux Klan," 
North American Review, CCXIX (January, 1924), 3. 

15. "Quaint Customs and Methods of the Ku Klux Klan," 
Literary Digest. IXXIV (August 5, 1922), 44. 

16. Myers, in North Amer, Review. CCXIX, 6. Myers stated, p.3: 
"Thus there is a union in one organization of all those 
individuals who are subject, in an exaggerated form, to the 
most fundamental of human prejudices — those of race, religion 
and colour." 

17. Duffus, in World’s Work. XLVI, 368. 

18. Ibid. 

19. Yet James R. Howard, President of the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (an organization of about 1,000,000 farmers) stated, 
concerning his members: "I have yet to come in contact with 
the first trace of Ku Klux Klanism and have never heard mention 
or reference to it except through the press." Mechlin, op.cit.. 
98. Mechlin is of the opinion that the great resrevoir of 
rural members was never exploited, due to the difficulty of 
maintaining effective Klan organizations in the country. He says 
that the Klan was essentially a village and small-town organization. 

20. Mechlin, op.cit.. 90. Yet in explaining why the North adopted 
the Klan, Mechlin says that it was due to "a striking lack of 
continuity in social traditions," and states that "to the 
engulfing tide of imigration which has swept away the old social 
and racial traditions is to be added the disintegrating effect 
of industrialism." Ibid.. 70. To be noted is the fact that 
organized labor in cities was generally not in sympathy with 
the Klan. The convention of the American Federation of Labor, 
meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, June 12-24, 1922, unanimously 
adopted a committee report condemning secret organizations that 
interfered with the rights, opportunities, and liberties of 
wage earners. Ibid.. 96. 

21. Ibid,. 103. 

22. Frank Tannenbaum, Darker Phases of the South. 24. 

23. Loucks, op.cit.. 68. 

24. Ibid., 34; Frost, 127. 

25. Frost, op.cit.. 127. 

26. Dempster, Dent, Daugherty,Comer, and Heflin are named by 
Loucks, op.cit.. 34; Simmons and Ridley, by Duffus, in 
World’s Work. XLVI, 180; Nolan, by Duffus, in World’s Work. 
XLVI, 180, and a report of his speaking activities is given 
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by H. P. Fry, op.cit., 53; Cobb is named by H. P. Fiy, op.cit.. 56. 

27. Loucks, op.cit., 35. 

23. Percy, in Atlantic. CXXX, 125. 

29. Loucks, op.cit.. 147* 

30. H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 52. 

31. Ibid.. 52-53. 

32. Ibid..54. 

33. Ibid., 55. 
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37. The false oath in its entirety appears in H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 
110-113. 
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41. Frost, op.cit.. 128. 

42. Ibid. 

43. H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 31. 

44. Frost, op.cit.. 148-149. 

45. Loucks, op.cit.. 147. 

46. The Keystone American is named by Loucks, op.cit.. 58, 147» 
Colonel Mayfield^ Weekly and Sergeant Dalton

13 Weekly are 
named by Duff us, in Worlds Work, XLVI, 180. The rest of 
the locals named are discussed with excerpts from them, by 

Frost, op.cit.. 128-148. 

47. Frost, op.cit.. 148-149. 

48. Loucks, op.cit.. 147. 

49. H. P. Fry, op.cit.. 118. 
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61. "Alma Mater, Ku Klux Klanj Valparaiso University," Hew Republic. 
XXXVI (September 5, 1923), 35. The author of this article 
suggests that the school, song of a fraternity "Delta Kappa 
Kleagle," to be established, be: 

"Land where the mob is boss, 
Land of the rope and toss, 
On every flaming cross 
Let freedom swing." Ibid., 36. 
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practices." Tannenbaum, in Century. CV, 873. Mechlin, op.cit.. 
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ting the sacrosanct atmosphere about the Southern white woman 
to the South’s fear of the disappearance of the color line. 
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