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THE MEXICANS IN THE SOUTHWEST 

Part I. 

Racial and Political History. 

Section 1. Racial history. 

A proper understanding of the Mexicans in the 

Southwest will be obtained best by a study of their 

raoial characteristics. Who were their ancestors? 

What hereditary qualities did these ancestors trans¬ 

mit to them? Their thoughts and deeds are still an 

effective force in the customs and emotions which 

control the actions of the Mexicans today, being modi¬ 

fied slowly by modern environment.- 

It is generally, though mistakenly believed 

that the Mexican race is an amalgamation of the primi¬ 

tive savages of North America and the backward Span¬ 

iards of Europe, but in fact the Mexican people are 

racially of three distinct classes,- the aristocratic 

Spaniards who were the governing and landowning class; 

the enslaved natives or peons; and a third class of 

mixed Spanish and native blood, the trading and pro¬ 

fessional class. They stood 10 per cent for the first 

class, 80 per cent for the second, and 10 per cent for 



-2 

the third at the time of the Revolution of 
1. 

Independence in 1810. 

Today, according to Gutierrez in The 

Mexican People : Their Struggle for Freedom 

"the Mexican people may he fairly regarded as 

a homogeneous race, hut they cannot he regard¬ 

ed as a half-caste race in the general accept¬ 

ance of the term, for 60 per cent of the popu¬ 

lation still retain the ancient hlood in all 

its purity." 

The peons that compose so large a per 

cent of the population are the descendants of 

the Aztecs, Volteos, Zapatecs, Mistecs, Mayas, 

and other races prevailing in Mexico at the 

2. 
time of the Conquest of the Spaniards. 

These Indian tribes, the most famous of 

which was the Aztec, were more highly civilized 

than the Northern Indians. Mr. Prescott in his 

"Conquest of Mexico" shows in numerous ways that 

their advancements are closely related to the 

1. The Mexican People: Their Struggle for Freedom. 
De Sara & Pinchon, pp.4,5. 

2. The Mexican People: Their Struggle for Freedom. 
Gutierrez, page 3. 
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Asiatic civilization, as though they had 

at one time been a part of the Eastern peoples. 

There are certain religious ideas, customs, 

language,hieroglyphics that are peculiarly re¬ 

lated. They resembled the Japanese with their 

small feet, long bodies and high cheek bones. 

They had the same astounding indifference to 

death and childlike good cheer. They are also 

said to have shown some similarity to the Malay 

races of India because of their black hair and 

eyes, brown complexion, and small stature. 

The question as to the origin of the Aztecs 

can never be answered with absolute authenticity. 

We have the old legend of how certain tribes were 

defeated in the southwestern part of the United 

States and wandered into Mexico about the 14th 

century. They journeyed until they found on the 

shores of lake Texcoco a golden eagle of great 

size resting on a prickly cactus and devouring a 

serpent. That was the sign for which they had 

been looking and proceeded immediately to build 

their capital conquering tribe after tribe.1* 

Their civilization grew far above that of any race 

1. Mexico and her People Today. Winter, p.10 
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in the west. Their rule was one of barbaric 

splendor and luxury. They were great sculptors 

and made wonderful advances in the art of picture¬ 

writing. They possessed a large assortment of 

household goods, made cloth, maintained schools, 

mined and were ahead of the Mexicans of today in 

agriculture. The Aztecs absorbed many of the arts 

of the conquered races,- planting beans, potatoes, 

corn, possessed a fine art in feather-work, and 
1. 

the weaving of gold. 

They were cruel and brave, hardy and per¬ 

severing. Each tribe spoke its own language and 

possessed its own officers. The chief was a general 

and his office was usually hereditary in each group. 

They had many feuds among themselves, in fact were 

in a chronic state of antagonism most of the time. 

They all loved ceremony and symbolism and accepted 

authority without question. It was the rumors of 

their wealth that sent Cortez in search of their 

"cities of gold". 

The conquering Spaniards came in 1519 and 

overran Mexico in about two years. The natives were 

unable to cope with more modern means of warfare of 

1. The Aztec-Biart. Chapter XVII 
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which the Spaniards were masters at that time. They 

soon saw that opposition to this mighty onslaught 

was useless. The Spaniards were crying for gold and 

using every available method to gain it, bribery, 

intrigue, diplomacy and treachery. In a short time 

they were ruling the country with an iron hand, with 

such complete subjection that they took away all 

originality and stopped advancements. In addition, 

they burned the records and inflected all kinds of 

horrors. Gutierrez in The Mexican People: Their 
a 

Struggle for Freedom tells us of how the ignorant 

priests went so far in their hatred of all enlighten¬ 

ment that emanated from any source other than the 

Vatican, that they burned to ashes the invaluable 

library in the Imperial Palace of the Aztecs, destroy¬ 

ing at a blow the records of a culture beyond their 
>1 

comprehension. 

The Spaniards married into the tribes they 

subjugated so that the Mexican living today has the 

blood of more different races in his veins than any 

other American, Iberian, Semite, Hamite, Goth vandal 

and Roman Celt had all mingled in the blood of the 

Spaniard. Mexico became the meeting place of races, 
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of languages, and of religion. 

The influence of Spain can clearly he noted 

in the "creole" character as well as in the customs 

of the country. The Mexican is submissive to offi¬ 

cial authority wherever he recognizes it, and to 

the church, hut is haughty and inflexible with those 

he deems his equals* He is passionate, romantic and 

religious. The sentiment and the privacy of the 

home are of Spanish origin. From this same blood 

remain traces of long, light complected faces with 

their tinge of olive, large dark eyes, and delicate 

features. 

But cruelty, disregard of life, communal in¬ 

stincts, loyalty, revengefulness, and love of color 

together with round, brown skin faces, high cheek 

bones, beady eyes and sinewy bodies, are their 

Mexican heritage. 

Section 2. Political History. 

The temperament of a people is determined 

by the history of their country. 

The Aztecs were conquered by the Spaniard, 

Cortez, in 1521, just two years after his landing 

at Yera Cruz, April 21, 1519.^’ They were completely 

1. A handbook of Mexico. T.Philip Terry, p.86. 
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Bubjugated, and exercised during the three centur¬ 

ies of direct rule of Spain, little or no control 

in the government, being reduced to almost com¬ 

plete slaveiy and receiving no educational uplift.^* 

In 1821, the Spaniards in Mexico threw off 

the control of the mother country and for a period 

of thirty-seven years "see-sawed between dictators, 

presidents, provisional presidents, substitute 

presidents, acting presidents, and vice-presidents 

down to the election of Benito Juarez in 1857 when 

an era of comparative stability was established. 

Nothing like the confusion and topsy-turvydom, 

punctuated by an incessant intrigue, revolution and 

massacre, that prevailed in Mexico was ever witnessed 

2 
in any nation claiming to be a civilized country". 

Juarez, considered the father of the Mexican 

Republic, secured some stability during the early 

part of his career, but insurrections broke out 

again in 1872 which resulted finally in the Diaz 

Dictatorship from 1876 to 1911. 

During the period of comparative peace, the 

1. Ibid, pp.45,46. 
2. Modern Mexico, R.J. Mackingle, p.32 
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Mexicans were able to make some advance in 

their civilization. They extended business, 

education, commerce, and endeavored to stabil¬ 

ize the government. Diaz was overthrown in 

1911 and Francis I. Madero became president. 

"In 1913 Madero was forced out of the presi¬ 

dency and four days later was murdered. General 

Victoriana Huerta assumed control, and his power 

as Provisional President was continued until 

July 5th, 1914." Carranza next became the 

dominant figure, making a triumphal entry into 

the City of Mexico where he was soon forced out 

but succeeded in setting up his government at 

Pueblo and Vera Cruz. His leadership was cut off 

in 1980, thirty days after the outbreak of the 

Revolution in Sonora, when he was murdered at the 

hsnds of his own troops. Alphonso Huerta was 

made Provisional President of the Republic but on 

September 5th, 1920, General Alvaro Obregon, who 

had been a strong factor in the new government, 
1. 

was elected president. 

It will be readily seen that the old Aztec 

1. The Hear Side of the Mexican Question. 
Jay S.Stowell, p.17,18 
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stock, coming down through these centuries of 

subjugation, revolution and slavish oppression, 

would not represent a virile, aggressive, and 

progressive temperament, hut on the contrary 

a retiring, dependent and helpless disposition, 

satisfied with the barest necessities for living 

doled out by the long years of cruel overlordship, 

but few times paralleled in history. 

Yet it is not to be denied that the dormant 

fires of an ancient civilization of a no mean na¬ 

ture still smoulders in the Mexican of Aztec de¬ 

scent. Witness an article in the Pedogogical 

Review for September 19, on Some Suggested Prob¬ 

lems in the Americanization of Mexicans. "Yet 

the Aztec intellect and the Iberian fire can not 

let him rest content in degradation but has kept 

him struggling for human liberty and national 

development." 

Also, Prescott in his Conquest of Mexico 

reminds us that in the Mexicans of our day we see 

only a conquered race, as different from their 
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ancestors as are the Modern Egyptians from 

those who "built the magnificent temples and 

palaces on the borders of the Rile.’1’* 

SUMMARY. 

The Mexican people are composed of 

Spaniards, native Indians and an amalgamation 

of the two. The Indian tribes, believed to 

have been related to an eastern civilization, 

shovred at the time of the Spanish Conquest 

amazing advancements in household arts, agri¬ 

culture, government and religion. Cortez, 

in 1519, blocked their progress by subjection. 

The residence and marriage of the Spaniards 

with the natives, installed the Spanish language, 

religion, spirit and customs to which the Indian 

has added his arts, community spirit, loyalty, 

revengefulness. 

The Spaniards in Mexico revolted from 

Spain in 1821 and set up a government of their 

1. Prescott, Conquest of Mexico, pp.51,52 
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own which has been a succession of revolutions. 

The independence of these people,long in subju- 

gation^has not been totally obliterated.Under¬ 

neath there is the fire of an old civilization 

yet to be effectively awakened. 
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Part II. 

The Causes of Immigration into the Southwest. 

There are various reasons that may account 

for the presence of large numbers of Mexicans in 

the southwest portion of the United States. Cali¬ 

fornia, Arizona, Hew Mexico and Texas are boundary 

states. There is no natural barrier such as the 

Pyrenees between Spain and Prance or the Alps 

between Italy and Austria to make immigration 

difficult, nor is there any great body of water 

like the Pacific which for years has protected 

us from the yellow races of the East. There is 

only the Rio Grande, which, while it arises to 

alarming proportions during certain seasons, loses 

its importance during the remaining time and be¬ 

comes but a sluggish stream, easily forded or 

crossed by boat. 

However, the Rio Grande forms little over 

one half of the 1,083 miles of border separating 

Mexico from the United States. The remaining 



-13- 

portion is a purely artificial line and naturally 

of little significance to the Mexicans. Between 

El Paso and the Pacific Coast are scattered con¬ 

crete monuments, occasional barbed-wire fences, 

and long unguarded stretches, conditions which 

make ingress or egress a simple matter. There 

has been no perceptible hindrance to their un¬ 

official entrance due to the fact that border 

control in various places has been discontinued 

on account of reduction in the.appropriations.1 2* 

"Thousands do get across who have never 

seen an immigration station or one of the offi¬ 

cials. This is admitted by the officials and 

is so stated in the report of this department. 

One agent said he believed 60,000 Mexicans 

crossed surreptitiously over the border which 
2. 

is included in his territory". 

There is little expense attached to en¬ 

trance, - no steamer passage to be met, only a 

head tax of $8.00 and $10.00 consul fee for 

viseing passport. "When refused admittance be- 

1. lit.Digest, July 17,1920. 
2. Pam. Immigration Along our Southwest Border. 

J.Blain Gwin, pp.2,3. 
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cause of inability to produce the required 

amount, immigration officers report that the 

Mexicans find little trouble in raising the 

sum among friends and relatives who doubtless 

feel confident that they will be repaid soon 

because of the higher wages across the border. 

Thousands of Mexicans have entered 

during and since the late war under departmental 

exceptions which waived as a war emergency the 

head tax, the literacy test and contract labor 

prohibition. These laborers were brought in 

by employers to work in the beet fields, on 

farms, railroads, and government construction 

work. Such exceptions were discontinued December 

31, 1919, and were resumed again February 1920. 

At present they apply only to agricultural work 

in certain states, especially where there is 

1. 
extensive industry in the beet fields. 

In the closing months of 1917 when these 

exceptions were first made, 475 Mexicans were 

admitted, 8,445 in 1918, 10,491 in 1919, and 

1. Pamphlet J.B.Gwin, Immigration on our Southwest 
Border, page 2. 
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21,289 in 1920, a total of 40,700. In addi¬ 

tion there were 9,998 Mexican aliens imported 

for railroad maintenance-of-way work in 1919.^* 

These men are supposed to he returned 

hut on June 30, 1920, only 17,186 had been sent 

hack to Mexico. 22,637 were still employed and 

10,000 had deserted, either to work for employers 

in other industries who offered them higher wages 

or because they did not want to he sent hack home. 

In such cases employers have been absolutely 

powerless to return them although they are mind¬ 

ful of the obligations they assume toward the 

government as trustee for the laborers. 

Another inducement that encourages immi¬ 

gration is the announcement published in the April 

1921 issue of the Mexican Revue that the U.S. 

Government will give "bona fide colonists free 

transportation to their places of destination 

and will carry their live stock and machinery 

at half price while no duties will be charged on 

these articles. Every assistance and encourage¬ 

ment is assured to those who follow the laws of 

1. Report of Com.Gen. on Immigration. Page 426 
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the country and behave as they should. Intending 

colonists are warned to make careful investiga¬ 

tion before locating in any place advocated by a 

real estate concern or promoter." 

The relative prosperity of the United 

States over Mexico is a constant inducement to 

Mexicans and their families to emigrate. They 

can easily find employment on the railroads and 

ranches where the wages are much higher than at 

home. In Mexico, railroad laborers receive only 
m 

from 60 to 75 cents a day while in this country 

the pay is double or even greater.'1'* Mexican 

mines aild smelters pay B7% cents for Bjt hours 

for labor that would bring 4 or 5 dollars in 

American mines. Third class laborers on farms 

make from 50 to 60 cents daily. Second and 

first class laborers in certain sections receive 

75 cents and $1.00, respectively, while in the 

United States the pay is''"îu«> 

Policemen getting 50 cents a day struck for a 

dollar. They compromised for 75 cents. 

1. J.B.Gwin Mex.labor Prob., Survey Eo. 20, p.272 
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In comparing these wages with those re¬ 

ceived in Houston, a vast difference may he 

noted. Common wages are from $3.00 to $3.50. 

Waiters get from $10.00 to $15.00 a week with 

room and hoard. Domestics receive $10.00 and 

$12.00 and hoard. Kitchen helpers $7.00 to 

$10.00 a week and hoard. Teamsters 25/ an hour; 

carpenters 40/ to 60/ an hour; cooks, $20.00 to 

$30.00 a week and hoard, and farm labor 1/2 crop 

share instead of 1/3 as formerly.^- 

Women are receiving better wages than they 

once made hut still these wages can hardly com¬ 

pare with those received in the states. Ordinary 

housework brings $7.50 and $10.00 a month. Laun¬ 

dresses earn 50/ a day. Young girls sent out to 

service get from $1.00 to $3.00 a month. They are 

compelled to leave home before five o'clock in the 

morning and are expected to remain until after 

seven or eight at night. There are no regulations 

as to the employment of women and children as in 

this country. 

1. Houston Foundation. 
2. JM*. -2.^ 



-18- 

Rent is higher in America than in Mexico. 

Here they are forced to pay four times as much 

as in their native country where they can rent 

two rooms for $2.00 for which they would have 

to pay $12.00 or more in the United States."*’* 

The cost of living in Mexico has gone up not less 

than 300 per cent, hut wages have increased only 

from 12 to 25$ in the last ten years. In this 

country the cost of living has increased hut the 

rise in wages has been much greater (relative to 

Mexico) which relieves the situation somewhat. 

The present peaceful conditions in Mexico 

with little increase in wages are not enough to 

induce many Mexicans to return home. There will 

he continued immigration for the border states 

are competing for these laborers. Although Mexico 

needs them badly to rebuild her farms and indus¬ 

tries, she is not in a position to offer suffi¬ 

cient inducement. It is not now a scarcity of 

employment that is sending them to America, but 

low wages and the high cost of living. A great 

1. Mex.Iab. Prob. J.B.Gwin Survey Hov.20,1920,p.273 
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many American business men who employ laborers 

have stated that wages must come down but this 

is not likely because the need for Mexican la¬ 

bor is great. The government in Mexico will 

have to raise wages in order to retain its 

countrymen. 

Mexican labor as has been stated above, 

is always in great demand. The railroads em¬ 

ploy hundreds of section hands. They use many 

methods of inducement, and distribute them all 

over the border states. 

Season labor in California attracts large 

numbers. They are always welcome during the nut, 

fruit, and lima bean picking time. They are ne¬ 

cessary in the mines and smelters, irrigated 

valleys and stock ranges of Hew Mexico, Texas, 

and Arizona. The ranchers are so anxious for 

labor that they have not uttered a word of 

objection to the hundreds streaming in with their 

"sandals and serapes". Instead, they have put 

1. Immigration along our Southwestern Border 
J.B.Gwin, page 2. 
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them to work in the fields almost immediately. 

Texas in dependent on them and is being put on 

the map agriculturally because of this adequate 

supply of labor. She can increase her produc¬ 

tion where other states are forced to cut down 

because of their labor shortage. In 1919 Texas 

produced SOS,800,000 bushels of grain, and 

S,700,000 bales of cotton, more than 1/5 of the 

total national crop, which she could not have 

done without the help of Mexican labor. They 

are doing work which would otherwise remain un¬ 

done . 

A careful analysis will reveal the fact 

that not a few of these people come to America 

to make what seems to them to be a fortune, re¬ 

vealing traces of the old Spanish blood in their 

veins. After making more "centavos” in the states 

than they ever saw before, they carry the little 

pile back home to enjoy in drinking it up, living 

in idleness, or in spending foolishly. 

The opportunities for education in this 
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country appeal to the better class and they 

either send or bring their children across the 

border. But a larger number are keeping their 

children in Mexico to be educated in order better 

to grapple with Mexican problems. They are plan¬ 

ning much on a future school system with a great 

deal of emphasis on industrial schools and train¬ 

ing schools for teachers. Because the government 

has control of the schools, railroads, hospitals, 

etc., many feel that inertia is lacking in local 

centers because there are no local men interested. 

In the schools 25$ are not attending. There is 

compulsory education up to the age of 14 but only 

a few attendance officers. Those who have received 

an education in the United States are beginning to 

see methods for solving the difficulties of their 

local centers. The educated often come solely 

to study our systems.^-* 

During the last twelve years of disturbed 

conditions in Mexico, the working and living con¬ 

ditions were thrown into a most precarious state. 

1. Ed. in Mexico, J.B.Gwin, Hov.'20, p.345 
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As a result, those people not held dom took 

every opportunity to escape the turmoil by 

crossing the border. They were starved out by 

industrial conditions. Hundreds came to escape 

the bands of mauraders; hungry, poverty stricken 

aliens that have meant big burdens to the towns 

near the border. El Paso claims to have doubled 

her population within the last five years .^* Ho 

one knows how many have come. They are alien in 

habits, manners, speech and ideas. Mr. Gwin of 

El Paso, who has made a study of these invaders 

into El Paso, writes that 200,400,and 500 came 

in at a time. Many who have been helped by the 

charities are not entered on the government books. 

They have to "feed them up" at the construction 

camps before they send them out because they are 

undernourished and weak. In 1917 there was a 

famous refugee camp near the border at Columbus, 

Hew Mexico. Two thousand Mexicans congregated 

with all their possessions, some with cows, 

chickens, horses and wagons, others with only 

1. Mex.Invaders in El Paso. 
J.B.Gwin Survey, Jul.8,1916, 380-2. 
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the clothing on their hacks. They came because 

they did not want to join any Mexican force hut 

"wanted to till their farms and run their mills 

in peace". They were the hest element of far¬ 

mers and small business men,- quiet, orderly, 

and well mannered.^"* 

Because they came to the United States 

instead of serving a time in the army, Mexicans 

and Germans carried on propaganda in 1915-1916 

to make the Mexican believe they would be forced 

into war by the United States against their own 

country. However, the idea did not succeed in 

lessening the numbers going or coming to any 

extent because we issued pamphlets denying this 

and adding that if they did not act in a straight¬ 

forward way during these critical times, they 

would be summarily dealt with.**' 

Mexicans who have been working in the 

United States very often return home for a visit. 

Their prosperity is one of the big causes of im¬ 

migration because they influence countless friends 

1. Making friends of Mexican Invaders. 
J.B.Gwin, March 3,1917, p.621. 

2. Mexican Peon in Texas, F.Caleott Survey 44, 
June 26,1920, p.437. 
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and relatives to follow them. An American Press 

Report from Laredo, Mar. 12, 1920, published in 

the Houston Post of that date, gives an idea of 

the effect they might have at home. Their influence 

was wide spread. "Just before Christmas the rush 

was the greatest, more than 500 a day passing 

through for more than two weeks, and one day the 

passports issued and vised here were in excess 

of 800". 

A description follows stating that "these 

people were of all classes of laborers. Some had 

worked in Texas and other Southern farms earning 

large wages as cotton pickers. * * * * 

"All had money in their pockets, more than 

enough to pay their fares home; all were comfort¬ 

ably dressed, some wearing their overalls while 

bearing shining new suit cases filled with their 

'Sunday best'. Their women and children accom¬ 

panied them, while in some cases the men were ap¬ 

parently young bachelors. They were sleek and fat 

with a full fed look". All declared their inten¬ 

tions of returning in the spring after paying a 
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visit to their homes. 

They were going to circulate that they 

had found plenty of work and were well treated 

and so bring back their friends to the land of 

"peace and plenty". 

Many receive letters from relatives in 

this country furnishing sufficient funds to bring 

them over. It is often only a question of time 

until all the relatives are together in some 

little shack that they may feel is their own as 

long as they care to live in it; to cook their 

food as they like it, and to seek their own amuse¬ 

ments when the work of the day is over. 

One man who had been earning 50 cents a 

day in some interior town in Mexico stated that 

nearly every man in his town came. It has not 

been unusual for whole villages to emigrate be¬ 

cause of dissatisfaction at home and the dream 

of prosperity abroad.1* 

1. Immigration from Mexico. 
S.I.Esquival Outlook. Alay20. page 131 
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SUMMARY. 

Thus it may be seen that the outstanding 

causes of Immigration into the United States $nd 

that especially into the Southwest are: 

(1) Entrance is made easy because of 

Mexico’s close proximity to the United States, 

having no natural barrier other than the Rio 

Grande River; and the removal of various artifi¬ 

cial hindrances through certain laxness on the 

part of government officials due to a lack of 

funds, contract labor and other inducements by 

the government. 

(2) The greater prosperity of the United 

States is manifest by high wages, demand for labor, 

opportunities for education, and ’’fortune” making. 

(3) Unsettled political conditions that 

have either starved men out- or forced them to 

leave to escape the army» 

(4) Persuasion by friends and relatives 

either by letter or favorable reports when making 

a visit back home. 
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PART III. 

General Characteristics. 

Section 1. numbers and Distribution. 

There are approximately 1,500,000 Spanish- 

speaking people in the United States at present. 

Texas has the largest number of any of the States, 

her total population is about 450,000. In New 

Mexico there are 220,000 Spanish-Americans. It is 

believed by a man who has studied conditions in 

Arizona that there are 100,000 there. In California 

it has been estimated that there are about 250,000.^* 

"Already one-tenth of all the Mexicans are 
2 

in the United States" and 9/10 of the Mexicans in 

the United States are in the Southwestern states, 

California, Hew Mexico, Arizona and Texas. 

During the last twenty years the Mexican 

population has increased many times over. In 1900 

there were 103,410 Mexicans in the United States. 

1. Near Side of the Mexican Question, J.S.Stowell,p.33,34. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Suggested problems in Americanization of Mexico, 

Pedagogical Seminary. S«.pt ><j. 
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From 1899 to 1909 23,991 entered. The 1910 census 

gives a population of 225,000. These figures are 

not felt to be accurate, however, because the regu- 
1. 

lations have been lax. From 1910 to 1920, 

211,005 Mexicans (by race) were admitted and 54,504 

left this country, making the net increase around 
2. 

156,000, more than six times the number entering 

the previous ten years. The report of the commis¬ 

sioner general of Immigration gives 248,859 Mexi¬ 

cans by race admitted during fiscal years, 1899 to 

1920, and by countries for the same period, 269,044, 

and an average of 10,000 annually by race or coun¬ 

try between the years 1899 and 1919. 

In 1919, 39,601 aliens were admitted from 

Mexico, and 28,499 departed, making an increase of 

11,102. In 1920, 58,974 aliens were admitted and 

13,283 departed, an increase of 45,691»1 2 3, showing 

that nearly twice as many entered in the latter 

year as in the former, and four times as many re¬ 

mained in/il920 as in 1919. 

1. Suggested Problems in Americanization, 
Pedagogical Seminary. 

2. Annual Report of the Commissioner General of Immi¬ 
gration 1920- Table (XV) a & b. 
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In 1918 every sixth immigrant was a Mexican. 
1. 

There were nearly 3,000 hoys under 16 years of age. 

There were 219,802 persons giving Mexico 

as their country of nativity. * Through an Associa¬ 

ted Press Beport in the Houston Post, April 24,1921, 

the United States Census Bureau announced the foreign 

horn Mexican population to he 476,676, an increase 

of over 50$ in the last decade. 

In 1910, Texas claimed more Mexicans (foreign- 

horn and hative-hom) than any other state, a total 

of 232,920, New Mexico, 21,948, Arizona, 51,102, and 
3. 

California, 51,037. The preliminary count of the 

Fourteenth Census, subjedt to correction, gives 

60,242 persons in Arizona. In California, there are 

86,638, New Mexico 19,905, and Texas 248,852 persons 
4. 

of foreign hirth. 

These Mexicans are distributed in large num¬ 

bers near the border. In many border towns, as in 

El Paso, Tuscon, and Brownsville, fully one-half of 

1. Suggested Problems in Americanization-Pedagogical 
Seminary. 

2. Thirteenth Census of the U.S. 1910, Table I. 
3. Ibid. Table 29 
4. letter Dept. Commerce. 
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the population is Mexican-. According to reports 

from observers on the border, more than 100,000 

Mexicans came into the Southwest 

They were industrious, simpleminded people 

who were sick of the constant revolution and 

conditions in their own country and were making 
1. 

every available effort to enter this country. 

One border agent made a statement that he 

had.employed nearly 6000 Mexicans since the first 
2. 

of the year, a period of about four months. 

In laredo there are 30,000 inhabitants and 

25,000 are Spanish speaking people. In Eagle Pass 

and Del Rio, 2/3 of the population are Mexicans. 

In Los Angeles, from 35,000 to 50,000 Mexican popu¬ 

lation. Houston claims 12,000, and Galveston 

5,000. 

Section 2. Characteristics, Habits and Customs. 

The Mexican people that we see today on the 

streets are typical of the last few generations in 

1. Lit. Digest July 17,1920, pp 53,54 
2. J.J.Esquival, Outlook, May 1920. 
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their native country. They are low of stature 

with a certain slenderness and grace. Their 

skin is "brown and usually quite soft and smooth 

if not pitted from small-pox* Bright eyes, high 

cheek "bones, and thiirr lips are characteristic. 

A quantity of dull "black hair forms a suitable 

frame for their serious faces. 

The men may very frequently he seen wear¬ 

ing big sombreros and baggy trousers and carry¬ 

ing their possessions tied up in a large handker¬ 

chief or old shirt. They have not yet saved 

enough money to buy the adored blue suit and 

shiny suit case. 

The women, in contrast to the men, go hat¬ 

less; except for a "mantilla" or shawl that is 

more often off than on their head. Despite their 

somber faces, you find them delighting in bright 

colored dresses of red and yellow. One might 

call them an ornamental race for although upon 

close examination they present few points of 
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actual beauty, they form a combination of 

bright eyes, dark hair, full draperies with 

a riot of color which delight the eye of an 

artist who loves a full palette. 

While the dark Mexican showing a predo¬ 

minance of Indian blood is most frequently 

seen, the almost white Mexican with large soft 

eyes, reminding one of old Seville, is occasion¬ 

ally confronted. 

As a race, Mexicans are excitable, emotion¬ 

al, sensitive, quick tempered and proud. They 

are imaginative and can evade quite glibly when 

cornered. If you appeal to their sense of the 

romantic, unusual results may be accomplished. 

The Mexican is very affable and friendly if ap¬ 

proached in the right manner. He is instructive¬ 

ly kindly and courteous. In his stories he would 

rather tell something pleasing even if he has to 

exaggerate than to tell something in the slightest 
1. 

degree unpleasant. 

Their love of display and social discourse 

1. My Mexican Neighbors.- King Survey, March 3, 1917 
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is responsible for their notable fiestas and 

religious celebrations where there is much de¬ 

coration and gay laughter. They love diversion 

and excitement. Mr. Heath in his article The 
/« 

Mexicans in the Southwest says they are music- 

loving although they have lost the art of pro- 
>* 

due t ion. 

Mexicans are extremely polite, a habit 

which they possess and exercise in an elaborate 

way and which is one of their most delightful 

features. The poorest peon has a ready smile 

and hand grasp the moment one recognizes him. 

They are never too busy to grant the smallest 

favor and they do it with the "air of a cavalier". 

When one enters a room full of people, be they 

strangers or friends, each must be greeted with 

a handshake and a question regarding the person’s 

health or that of his family. Even though your 

stay be but five minutes, the same ceremony 

should be gone through on taking leave in order 

not to hurt the feelings of the family. 
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The employer has to treat his laborers as 

nervous and unreasonable children, says Mr. Flandrau 

in Viva Mexico because one can never tell which 

side of their nature is going to be exhibited. 

Mexicans possess a doglike trust and an exagger¬ 

ated suspicion. Often on the surface their manner 

is one of indifference, while underneath they are 

boiling with wrath and violence is the probable 

outcome. According to a writer in the Literary 

Digest, the Mexican is often, while singing some 

sentimental song over his mandolin or guitar, 

planning with half-shut eyes just how he will 
1. 

thrust his knife in his favorite enemy. 

One may never dream that one possesses the 

emnity of a supposedly faithful servant. A trifle 

to an Emeriean will cause a Mexican days of brood- 

2 • 
ing and hurt pride. 

Peons seem to lack all traces of practical 

sense, as illustrated by the way they spend money. 

The Mexican has little thought of the morrow; 

several dollars are a fortune to him and he proceeds 

1. Mexican Invaders relieve our farm labor Shortage. 
Lit.Digest,July 17,1920, p.534. 

2. Ibid. 
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to squander them at once. A few dollars will 

cause him to "lay off” for a few days for a 

spree. "The peon is as improvident as the 

proverbial grasshopper", says Mr. Moses in 

Today in the Land of Tomorrow. He continues 

to tell us that in Mexico most of the factories 

and mines that use this peon labor keep two 

or three times the actual number needed on 

their books and consider themselves fortunate, 

if they can keep a sufficient daily working 

force. They often shut down after the monthly 

pay day for several days, knowing from exper¬ 

ience that their men will not return until they 

have drunk or gambled away their last centavo. 

Their only thought is to enjoy the present mo¬ 

ment. This does not apply to the middle class 
1. 

industry - they are thrifty to a striking degree. 

In this country, Mexicans work in a 

leisurely manner, to such an extent that they are 

called lazy and shiftless by many people who say 

1. Today in the Land of Tomorrow. 
Jasper T.Moses, p.54. 
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"They would rather sit and strum a guitar 

all day than do a piece of work." This 

seems to he more typical of men than women. 

In visiting them in their homes one always 

finds one or two men lounging around. The 

women are alert, wiry and quick. Because of 

their many household duties, the children 

quickly learn to be thoughtful and devoted 

servants. 

Because the Mexican lacks the habit of 

sustained industry, his slowness of movement 

is very irritating to employers. They think 

he is stupid and sullen when often he does not 

understand and is super sensitive to insults and 

slights. His circumstances are so Induced when 

first entering this country that he is often 

forced to take most undesirable positions. 

Many believe that under the Mexican's 

outward show of politeness there is a strain of 

dishonesty and treachery. Such a view has not 

been verified and more than likely is based on 
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prejudice. If addicted to petty thieving which 

is the case in some communities, it is because 

they come from haciendas where they were paid 

so little that they had to pick up anything they 

could find to keep from starving to death. The 

owners expected them to do this, so that it is 

not surprising that such practices should become 

habitual. The so-called bad characteristics are 

due to living on estates with "no incentive to 

labor, at the mercy of landed proprietors and a 

total lack of education," says Miss Zing in 

% Mexican Neighbors. They sometimes steal from 

Americans when in their employ and they feel that 

they are being unjustly treated in regard to work 

or pay. Their communal manner of living has 

tended to make them disregard the property rights 

of others. They,themselves,give gladly, conse¬ 

quently they feel that others will give in the 

same spirit. This generosity is shown by Mr. 

Winter in Mexico and her People of Today. "If 
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one expresses admiration for some article 

worn by another, he is quickly informed that 

the article is at his disposal. If you hap¬ 

pen upon a Mexican at his dining hour, he 

will probably offer you his dinner"• 

It is a general conception that Mexi¬ 

cans are born thieves. People even advocate 

that they should not be educated, exclaiming, 

"What could be worse than an educated thief". 

A hack-driver once told me that on a 

cold winter night before the days of automo¬ 

biles he was standing in the station by the 

stove and happened to see the blanket slowly 

slipping off his horse. He suspected that a 

Mexican was responsible and rushed out in time 

to see the culprit flying up the street with 

the blanket. He overtook the man and gave him 

a severe beating. The hack man refused to be¬ 

lieve that a cold bitter night such as that 

might have tempted men not Mexicans who were 
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shiver ing from the cold. As a result of his 

corrèct surmise, he believes all Mexicans 

are thieves. 

legroes declare that "a Mexican is the 

most dangerous man alive" when you have come 

into his disfavor. They believe firmly in his 

skill in the use of the knife. They also say, 

as they put it, "He will steal the sweetness 

ouf ot gingerbread and not leave a crack in it". 

Such assertions have come from people 

who have known only the lowest types and have 

judged all accordingly. 

Tradesmen say they never lose money on 

credit,that these people are faithful to come 

around on pay day and settle. Their honesty is 

based on a feeling of personal loyalty rather 

than on the generally accepted American standard 

of right. A Mexican will stand by his friend 

because he wants his friend to stand by him. This 

is a hopeful ground in endeavoring to develop 

his character. 
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The chief crimes as attributed to them by 

the police are larceny, drunkenness and fighting, 

due to the latter, which usually end fatally be¬ 

cause they havenbt a very high value of life. 

Mexicans are cleanly when afforded bath¬ 

ing facilities. Their women are continually en¬ 

gaged over the wash tub. It is surprising that 

they are as clean as they are when one learns of 

the few accommodations in the houses in which 

they are compelled to live. Servants, when given 

access to a bathroom, spend most of their time 

bathing. 

"This race is more unmoral than immoral", 

says Miss Vera Sturgis of the International In¬ 

stitute of the Y.W.C.A. There are', of course, 

immoral persons among them as among other peoples 

but there are not a great many who are shameless¬ 

ly depraved. Their laxity in morals is due to 

the fact that they all live together in one or 

two rooms. They develop an excessively passionate 

nature at an early age when they are incapable of 
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mingling any reason with it.1. Church marriage 

is too expensive and the civil marriage which is 
2. 

the only one recognized, means nothing to them. 

As a result they have none. Children multiply 

rapidly under these conditions and the question 
3 • 

of paternity is often difficult to decide. 

All groups of people brought up in igno¬ 

rance are superstitious. This, especially, is 

shown among Mexicans in their ideas of disease 

and medicine. A child show in talking is given 

a diet of boiled swallows. * A baby is not 

washed for a certain number of days after its 

birth because they believe it will kill it. No 

one should be allowed to sweep under the bed of 

a sick person. The great majority firmly believe 

that when one has a cold, water must not touch 

the body, not even the face must be washed. 

Many similar ridiculous beliefs will still 

cling to the Mexicans wherever they go until they 

become educated. 

1. Today in the land of Tomorrow, - Jasper.T.Moses,p.14. 

3. Ibid, page 17. 
4. Mexico and her People of Today.- Winter, p.222,223. 
5. letter Mrs. Thurston,Social Worker.Associated Chari¬ 

ties, San Antonio. 
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Section 3. Family and Community life. 

In the lower classes of Mexicans there is 

much laxity in regard to marriage relations, the 

chief causes of which are ignorance and poverty. 

Mexican peons are unable to pay for the church 

ceremony which the Catholic priests have taught 

them is essential. But the state only recognizes 

a civil marriage, so that a man without such a 

ceremony is not compelled to stay with his wife 

by the state. As such a marriage does not appeal 

to the romantic nature of the Mexican, the Mexican 

waives them all and will live with the woman who 
1. 

"can make his tortillas and bear his children". 

Brutality is not pronounced and very few 

charges of child neglect and cruelty come to 

the courts. The immigrant never dreams of coming 

to this country without his wife and her numerous 

brood of offspring. The wife devotes herself to 

her home and large family which consumes all of 
2. 

her time. They grow old soon because Mexi¬ 

can girls mature at an early age, often marrying 

at 15 and 16. 

1. Viva Mexico. - Flandrau, p.17 
2. My Mexican neighbors.- King, Survey Mar.3,1917. 

page 624. 
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The children rarely cry or quarrel and 

have the wonderful capacity of amusing them¬ 

selves with almost nothing. Their "reverence 

and obedience is almost startling to one ac¬ 

customed to the independence and even rudeness 
1. 

of American children". This is especially 

striking in club work. One afternoon a group 

of little girls were taken for a picnic in a 

city park. One of the children who lived quite 

far away had forgotten to get permission from 

her mother. Seeing all her friends departing 

for a good time had been too much for her, so 

she foliowed them. However, her pleasures were 

very much spoiled by the thought that her mother 

would "whoop" her, and was anxious to return 

home long before this was possible. The mother 

was overjoyed at seeing her lost child again and 

ofiered the leader a bill from her purse; but, 

notwithstanding this , Manuella was not spared 

the "whooping". Sometimes notes must be written 

for special permission. 

1» My Mexican Neighbors.- King, Survey, Mar.3,1917, 
page 624. 
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Ihe life and position of the woman from 

Mexico is different from that of her American 

sister. While the husband is at the head of 

the family and absolute lord and master, he is 

very considerate of his wife's wishes and 

nothing is too good for her. His sway is even 

mild at times and scarcely felt. They have been 

used to poorly equipped houses that have meant 

untold hardships. Frequently, they sleep on 

the bare floor and possess only the clothing on 

their backs. They pound for hours on the fami¬ 

liar "metate" or stone kneading board upon which 
1. 

their tortillas are made. Their houses possess 

none of the modern conveniences as a rule, such 

as electric lights, water, screens, and very few 

articles of furniture. 

Women of the better class have their ser¬ 

vants to wait on them. They are seldom seen on 

the streets alone unless they have become quite 

Americanized. "The ideas with respect to women 

are Moorish", said Mr. Winter in Mexico and her 

1. Mexico and her People of Today.- Winter, p.178 
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People of Today. “'The home life and restric¬ 

tions are inherited from Spanish ancestors 

who were at one time the aristocracy and ruling 

class in Mexico. 

wDaughters are closely watched hy mothers 

who seldom permit them out of their sight un¬ 

less accompanied.* * * * Perhaps it is these re¬ 

strictions that are responsible for the reputa¬ 

tion the senoritas have of being flirts or co- 
if 

guettes. 

The Mexican woman is jealous if her 
il 

"hombre" leaves her for another woman and there 
A 

is no one to fill his place, he is in danger 

of his life. She will take a revenge that may 

mean murder. But she, unfortunately, does not 

mourn long for him; instead takes the next one 

that comes along as she needs support for her 

family. 

Women seldom come to court with their com¬ 

plaints fit is stated by police-women. They are 

able to take care of their domestic troubles 

themselves. 
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The family life of the better class 

is more strongly knit together, divorce and 

separation rarely occur. 

In los Angeles the standard of living 

among the Mexicans is lower than any other 

foreign people. Their lack of thrift is the 

greatest of all immigrants. They have not 

yet acquired the greed for the almighty dollar 

as other immigrants have done. They are con¬ 

tent with a diet of beans and never seem to 

tire of them. Beans are to the Mexicans what 

rice is to the Orientals. Mexicans seem to 

have no desire for American food. They would 

be content for the rest of their lives on tor¬ 

tillas, a kind of bread made of corn-meal and 

water which is flattened by the hands to the 

shape of a pancake and baked on top of the 

stove or on an improvised hearth. These cakes 

serve as knives, forks, spoons and china wear, 

as well as bread, for v.ith them he lifts up the 

beans out of the great common pot. Other favor- 
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ite dishes are tamales, chile con carne, and 

enchiladas, the latter a mixture of onions, gar¬ 

lic and chopped meat rolled in a tortilla and 
1. 

fried. 

The methods of living necessarily change 

somewhat from those which were followed in old 

Mexico. After the cotton season is over, the 

peon searches for winter work. Farm labor em¬ 

ploys men only and pays by the day. He must now 

begin work at a set time. His wife and children 

are no longer with him in the fields, they must 

remain at home. The women have a cook stove 

for the first time in their lives, they paper 

their walls with pictorial sections and their 

children enter school. Heretofore moving meant 

nothing more than picking up several primitive 

cooking vessels, a few bundles, some babies, and 

strolling out. They yet do not feel any neces¬ 

sity for beds and chairs, only asking for some¬ 

thing over their heads to keep off the elements. 

At night they all huddle in one room for warmth 

on a bundle of rags, if available.1 2* 

1. Today in the land of Tomorrow.- J.T.Moses, p.30. 
2. The Mexican Peon in Texas. - Collcott. 
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Mexicans are naturally sociable. They 

possess a community spirit through inheritance 

because they are descended from Indian tribes 

that had to protect themselves from the Span¬ 

ish governors and neighboring tribes. They 

developed certain mutual relationships; shared 

with one another until they developed a liberal 

spirit. To this they have added a race con¬ 

sciousness in this country which has made them 

desire to remain Mexican and flock to them¬ 

selves. They love to live in groups and are 

unhappy if cut off from their own kind. 

These people are likely to share with 

their poor relatives, neighbors, and friends 

without regard for their own needs. If one 

or two members of their family are working they 

are known to take in and care for another whole 

family for weeks. 

Mexicans seldom have any organized re¬ 

lief measures for one another. Welfare work 

in the various communities of the Southwest 

always takes in aliens as well as the citizens 
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living there. When there are no agencies the 

Mexicans get along the "best they can, living 

off of one another. The Mexican consulate in 

Houston is planning some kind of definite or¬ 

ganization among the laborers for self-help. 

The Alsxican government has a fund which it 

disposes of through the consulate office to 

aid them in any difficulties they may have 

gotten into because of their inability to un¬ 

derstand English; to assist them in the prin¬ 

cipal questions arising from claims for in¬ 

demnities and accidents under labor compensa¬ 

tion laws; and the collection of unpaid wages, 

etc. Also they watch in court cases,to see 

that the Mexicans are given justice.1. 2 

They take action with the government to 

protect Mexican life, liberty and property as 

was done by the Mexican Consul at San Antonio 

when he urged Governor Heff of Texas to make 

an investigation of situation of the oil fields 
* 2 • 

of Eastland and Ranger, Texas. 

1. Statement from Mr. Villalpando,Vice Consul, 
Mexican Consulate, Houston, Texas. 

2. Art. in Houston Post, Feb. 18. 
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Section 4. Housing and Health. 

Housing conditions in Houston are simi¬ 

lar to conditions in many other towns. One 

finds Mexicans crowded together in very poor 

quarters. The houses are congested for sever¬ 

al reasons. First, the Mexicans have the com¬ 

munity spirit highly developed. They like to 

live together. It adds to their general con¬ 

tentment to have all of their relatives with 

them. Second, the scarcity of houses and 

the high rent causes them to accommodate one 

another by sharing expenses. Congestion is 

closely associated with bad sanitation, crime, 

disease and general low standards of living. 

The Mexican claims that the landlord 

has no interest in furnishing him a livable 

place, and refused to do anything toward repair. 

While the landlord says, on the other hand, 

that the Mexican is irresponsible and unappre¬ 

ciative, breaking down all repairs as soon as 

they are made. Such attitudes can only result 
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in miserable bouses, which should he condemned. 
jVv 

A tour of inspect! on^foundA group/* of 

seven shacks located on the edge of the hay ou. 

Three of these had eight rooms and the other 

four had two and three rooms. In these houses 

lived,probably, no less than fifty Mexicans. In 

one room,eight byten, ten people slept each night. 

This room was on the ground floor slightly below 

the level of the ground. The three windows were 

closed although the day was warm when visited. 

Occupants seemed to realize that there were too 

many, exclaiming "Macho, mucho”. They declared 

that they could find no other place. There were 

no chairs and no beds and their garments hung 

from nails on the wall. In one corner was a stove 

with wood piled neatly beside it. In another 

corner was a tiny table with steaming dishes, 

which judging from their odor and color were of 

the sort that bring especial joy to the Mexican 

palate. Everything was clean and orderly. A 

tiny baby was on a quilt behind the door. These 
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Mexicans were not illiterate for one was reading 

a Mexican book and another was writing letters. 

In spite of these evidences of education, they 

were able to speak only very broken English 

after three years residence in the United States. 

Another family made up for lack of num¬ 

bers by a curious lot of household furniture 

and other things, including a case of pink and 

white pecan candy, some of which was in the pro¬ 

cess of making. An old hen was preparing to add 

a large family for she was sitting behind the 

door on a nest with twenty-one eggs. 

Always there seemed to be quantities of 

children. They appeared suddenly from unexpected 

places. All ages were represented and it would 

have been exceedingly difficult to determine just 

when they last came in contact with soap and water. 

But happily, unlike American children, they were 

rather seen than heard. 

Most of the houses have no screens and no 

sewerage and from two to three families in each 
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house. A single room rents from two to three 

dollars a week. 

Behind the I. & G. N. Depot, there is a 

little group of box cars that have long since 

been deserted and Mexican railroad employees 

rent these free. They are very filthy and seem 

to be composed chiefly of old rags. 

The following are a number of Mexican 

houses in Houston where typically bad condi¬ 

tions prevail: 

1505 Keene St. - 9 in 3 rooms 

Peters Alley - 8 in 3 rooms. $10.00 a month 
rent. Waters Pierce oil tanks 
half a dozen feet from the house. 

1503 Keene St. - 12 persons in 3 rooms. $18.00 a 
month rent. Stagnant pool in the 
rear with film over it. 

2101 Commerce - Boarding and rooming, house. 35 
beds in 5 rooms. Some in halls. 
Pull every night. Very unsanitary. 

1206 H.Main St.- 6 in 4 rooms. Abounding in filth, 
rags and broken down furniture. 
Toilet bad. $25.00 a month. 

15 Shilling St.- Boarders and roomers. 4 rooms. 
$16.00 rent. 7 men sleep in the 
day. Big holes in the roof. House 
a sieve. Broken toilet. Pools of 
water around faucets. Use hods 
for cooking. 
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1103 Dale St. - Bad sanitation. Owners do 
nothing hut collect rent. 

Sauters Bldg. - 20 people in 10 rooms. 
Four families. 

1408 Hardy St.- 4 rooms upstairs, 5 in 
family. $3.00 a week. Dirty 
cots and dirtier beds. 

Bagby St.- 14 in 7 rooms. $2.50 a week. 

703 Texas - 9 rooms, 6 beds in a room. 
25/ a night. 3 rooms upstairs. 
Downstairs eating house with 
soft drink stand with a pretty 
bar maid behind the counter. 
This house is within a stone's 
throw of the city hall and 
under the shadow of the 
Auditorium. 

From the above list taken from a list of 

forty houses visited, it is to be wondered that 

they are as clean as they are, and that any of 

them retain their health. It is appalling to 

think that landlords are willing to amass wealth 

at such a price. 

The number averages two to a room with 

about four or five to a sleeping room, and there 

are absolutely no conveniences or sanitary toilets. 

In the streets there are mud holes and dump piles. 

There is an official dump heap behind a group of 
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Mexican houses which have no screens or sani¬ 

tation. 

In many houses were seen the black stone 

with a slight concavity in the middle, and nearby 

a primitive rolling pin of the same substance. 

These were used in making tortillas. 

In spite of their -carelessness in leaving 

lamps and hods on the floor and putting unprotect¬ 

ed stove pipes through the walls, they have few 

fires. When asked why they are so careless, they 

shrug their shoulders, smile and give some evasive 

answer. 

In V/est Texas and in towns near the border, 

Mexicans live in adobe huts made of straw and mud. 

Sometimes three or four hundred live in corales. 

They retain their primitive habits and are general¬ 

ly unable to speak or read English. 

Wear Side of Mexican Question by Mr. Stowell 

says, "A recent study of the housing conditions 

among Mexicans in los Angeles showed that one per 

cent of the families lived in one room houses. Two 
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per cent in twib room houses, twenty-four per cent 

in 3 rooms, thirty per cent in 4 rooms, and twenty 

per cent in 5 rooms. This conditions presented an 

improvement over the situation revealed in 1912 

when eighteen per cent of the people were reported 

living in one room houses, and sixty per cent liv¬ 

ing in two rooms. In spite of improvements, hous- , 

ing conditions in the Mexican quarter of los An¬ 

geles are very had and they aré perhaps fairly 

typical of conditions to he found in other congested 

centers where Mexicans are dwelling. In los An¬ 

geles 28% of the habitations studied had no sinks. 

32% had no lavatories in the housea and 79% had no 

baths. Of these houses only 50% were classed by 

the housing commission as good, more than half were 

rated as poor, or very bad. In spite of unsatis¬ 

factory conditions rents have been rapidly ad¬ 

vanced until the housing problem has become a ser¬ 

ious one for the Mexicans in more aspects than one." 

Health. 

There is always a health problem in dealing 
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with the Mexicans, "because of the congested 

unsanitary quarters in which they live and 

their ignorance and indifference to all of the 

laws of hygiene. Their homes make ideal breed¬ 

ing places for disease germs. Tuberculosis 

is especially prevalent. Immigration reports 

show that out of 52,361 Mexicans who were admitted 

in 1920, only two were excluded on account of 

tuberculosis. 

There has been' no organized attempt as 

yet to prevent the growing spread of this disease 

in Mexico. The death rate is high in the hospi¬ 

tals because they are general hospitals and do 
1. 

not care especially for tuberculosis patients. 

Mexicans need instruction on Kinds and 

methods of preparing food. This is just now 

beginning to be done in the shcools. Nurseries 

for Mexican children give out milk and bread, 

an entirely new factor in their diet and upon 

which they make rapid strides in weight and health. 

In los Angeles infant mortality was 54 to 

1. J.B.Gwin, Public Health & Welfare Workers 
in Mexico. - Survey Nov.13, p.273 
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the 1000. The rate for the Mexican babies 

was 152 to the 1000, having l/3 the chance to 

survive that other babies have. Of the total 

deaths in Los Angeles, 11.1$ were Mexicans 

for the year 1918-1919, although 5%,only, of 

the population is Mexican."1’* 

The following figures show the number 

of Mexican deaths in Houston in 1920 compared 

to those of white and colored people: 

MEXICAN WHITE BLACK TOTAL 

All dis¬ 
eases 195 1196 714 2125 

T. B. 20 56 60 136 

Cerebral dis. 5 69 • 29 103 

Pneumonia 19 88 81 188 

Heart 8 89 38 135 

Brights Bis. 8 57 48 113 

Rate per 1000 19.5 12.6 21 

Under 1 year 46 143 84 273 

Rate per 1000 4.6 1.5 2.4 

1. Near Side of the Mexican Question. 
J.S.Stowell, p.44. 
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Section 5. Occupations. 

The majority of the Mexicans in the 

Southwest belong to the manual labor class. 

They are from the lowest work class of Mexi¬ 

co. A report from the Mexican Consulate in 

Houston says that "While they are illiterate, 

they are clever and are harder workers than 

the negroes and for that reason they are pre¬ 

ferred by Americans for labor". As the de¬ 

mand for this kind of labor is veiy great, 

thousands have entered. 

Besides the non-skilled, there are a few 

professional and skilled workers. According to 

the 1920 Immigrât!on Report, there were 588 Mexi¬ 

can Immigrants admitted to this country who gave 

their occupation as professional; 3,912 men who 

were skilled workers, in this number were 572 car¬ 

penters, 863 clerks, 54 machinists, 403 mechanics, 

401 miners, 141 shoemakers and 183 tailors. There 

were 22,000 unskilled workers including common 

laborers, farm laborers, fishermen and servants. 

1. Annual Report of the Commissioner General 
of Immigration. June 30,1920, Table XI. 
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With the opportunities here in the Southwest, 

great numbers of this generation and the com¬ 

ing generations ought to become skilled. 

The following diagram will show the re¬ 

lation of Mexican labor to that of other immi¬ 

grants entering the United States in 1920. These 

peoples grouped in races include the Scotch, 

Spanish (great numbers from the West Indies,) 

Scandinavians, English, French, Irish (large 

number of last three races from British North 

America) taking only those races where 316,000 

and over entered during the year. The propor¬ 

tion of professional skilled, and unskilled to 

the number entering is only roughly calculated. 

Unskilled labor is an approximate number and in¬ 

cludes farm laborers, common laborers, fisher¬ 

men, and servants. 
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Proportion. 
Race Population. Prof. Skilled. Uon-Skil.Prof. Skill. Non-Sk 

Mex. 51,042 588 3912 22000 1/100 1/17 1/2 

Scot. 21,180 1182 5757 1000 1/21 1/4 1/24 

Span. 23,594 301 3370 13000 1/70 1/7 1/2 

Scan. 16,621 828 4268- 5000 1/20 3/8 1/3 

Eng. 58,366 3353 14643 6000 1/19 1/4 1/8 

Pr. 27,390 1354 9411 6000 1/27 1/3 1/4 

Irish 20,784 906 9667 7000 1/20 1/2 1/3 

Ital. 84,882 616 33933 32000 1/140 1/3 1/3 

The above diagram shows less professional men 

among the Mexicans than any other race except the 

Italians; that Mexicans are far behind other races 

in the number of skilled laborers entering. And 

although there are more non-skilled Italians than 

Mexicans admitted the- proportion among the Mexicans 

is greater. 

The presence of professional Mexicans may 

be attributed somewhat to the fact that they want 

to keep out of danger in Mexico or perhaps they 

are waiting for better times at home in order to 

resume their old vocations again. 70 professional, 

1. Report of Commissioner of Immigration, 1920. 
Table X. 
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270 skilled, and atout 2,000 laborers left during 

the last year. These figures are increasing each 

month because conditions have improved since the 

withdrawal of the Carranza regime and because of 

the scarcity of work since the world war. 

TThile there are numbers of Mexican women 

and girls in the factories, the men are largely 

the wage earners. They bring their women along 

with them but they expect them to remain at home 

and look after the children while they are out 

making money. A great many are employed as do¬ 

mestic servants in the large cities near the bor¬ 

der as in San Antonio and El Paso. 

The Santa Fe Railroad reports of Jan. 13, 

1290 show 6,077 Mexicans employed. A large pro¬ 

portion are doing track work, cleaning cinder 

pits, cars, engines, loading stock, etc. others 

work as machinists, boiler makers, and similar 

occupations. On the Eastern lines about 4,200 

are reported, the majority doing track work. The 

coat lines employ about 4,000. This makes a 

total of about 14,000 Mexicans employed by the 
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railroads. Their work is more satisfactory 

than that of any other alien, although they 

are not nearly so competent as the American 

laborer. 

Many Mexicans are employed in the min¬ 

ing districts. They understand this kind of 

work, having done it in their own country. 

Several years ago when the mines were closed 

down in Mexico, great numbers of them came to 

this country to mine. 

In Souther California the Mexican not 

only works in the sugar beet industry, but in 

the orange orchards, walnut groves and lima 

bean production. There is scarcely a vegetable 

grown that he does not have a part in its cul¬ 

tivation. They have recently been employed in 

the raising of flowers for the floral trade. 

They are well adapted to this kind of work. 

Florists seem to prefer them to the Japanese 

and are turning off the latter and employing 

the Mexicans 

1* Stowell - Near Side of the Mexican Question. 
pp. 35-40. 
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Practically all Mexicans are engaged in 

unskilled labor, classed under the head of 

general construction work. They all seem to he 

without ambition and thrift. Their progress is 

much slower than that of the Japanese or Chinese. 

They are content to accept the wages given them. 

According to Messrs. Jenks and Lauck, in The 

Immigration Problem, they were the lowest paid 

of any laborers doing maintenance-of way work. 

They did not seem to object to this though, at 

least they gave no outward sign. They were paid 

1. 
25$> less than the Japanese. 

"As workers they are stronger physically 

than the Japanese, more tractable, therefore 

more easily managed. They are inferior in that 

they will drink to excess and are, therefore, 

more irregular in their work, especially after 

pay day. When their wages reach a dollar a day, 

they are soon ready to quit work but will work 

very hard at 50 cents a day. Very few rise to 

the rank of foreman." To which Mr. Jenks adds, 

1. The Immigration Problem, Jenks & Lauck, p. 227. 
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"that they are intelligent enough to do good 

work under careful supervision." They are 

found to he less efficient when competing with 

the Japanese in the sugar-beet raising. The 

Japanese cultivate eleven or twelve acres while 

the Mexicans are working eight acres. They 

generally represent a great deal of endurance and 
1. 

most of the employers consider them satisfactory. 

In Nex Mexico he is a power to be reckoned 

with. He has conspicuously excelled the Ameri¬ 

can in four things, - sheep raising, irrigation, 

playing no politics and attending to his own 

business. The American in the same state excells 

in industrial undertakings, grabbing natural re¬ 

sources, founding schools, building towns and 

churches, playing politics, and attending to 

everybody’s business. 

In Arizona, as well as New Mexico, the Mexi¬ 

can not only assists in raising sheep, but also works 

as a cofhmon laborer in the fields and in mines. 

A farmer in the Mexican Review, April 1921, 

1. The Immigration Problem, Jenks & lauck, p. 227 
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makes the following statement. "Personally, 

I don't need any right now, but next spring 

and next fall I will and I do not anticipate 

any trouble in getting them nor about getting 

the right kind and keeping them as long as I 

need them. I propose to pay them just the same 

as I would any class of laborers and treat them 

just as decently. I expect my money's worth and 

they are entitled to theirs." He goes on to 

say that the Mexican is a sticker if you get the 

right kind, and if you treat him right. He is 

often exploited when he comes in under contract. 

He should come when he likes and not be in bond¬ 

age for a price in which he has no say. Negroes 

do not like the Yfest and the farmers do not like 

the negro. It is, therefore, very necessary 

that they have the Mexican for all common labor. 

Mexicans seem to prefer industries to 

agriculture. Perhaps this is due to the fact 

that they like to live in cities where they can 

all be together in larger numbers than in sparee 
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settlements in the country. According to a 

statement printed in the Houston Post recent¬ 

ly, Mexicans who have applied for employment 

upon being given work on the farms, refuse 

to accept it. They prefer to idle about the 

cith rather than go to the country. They want 

jobs but they want them in the city. 

In 1919 in Houston, twenty factories 

were visited. Fourteen of them employed Mexi¬ 

cans to some extent. In the cotton compress 

they did manual labor, but were not holding up 

as well as negroes. At the Wortham Bag Factory, 

the superintendent stated that Mexican girls 

were quick to grasp the work but so irregular in 

coming, particularly before and after a holiday, 

that they found that it hardly paid to employ 

them. Personal observation, as a result of 

weekly visits to factories in Houston, also showed 

this to be true. There would perhaps be ten or 

twelve Mexican girls eating in the lunch room one 

week, and four or five the next. Their places 

were always changing except for a faithful few 

older women who on account of the responsibilities 

of a family could not afford to stay at home. 
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Seotion 6. Education. 

In 1910, Mexico’s percentage of illiteracy 

(persons over ten years of age who were unable to 

write) of any country in the world except in cer¬ 

tain parts of Africa and in India where the popu- 
1. 

lation was other than European, was 70.7. Hav¬ 

ing such a poor educational record at home, it 

is not surprising if they seem backward in the 

United States. Pew, if any, complete the eighth 

grade before reaching the age of sixteen. 

Mr. Stowell in The Hear Side of the 

Mexican Question, says, "A recent study of 1,081 

Mexican families in the Plaza section of Los 

Angeles revealed the fact that 55$ of the men and 

74$ of the women could not speak English; 67$ 

of the men and 84$ of the women could not read 

English; and 75$ of the men and 85$ ofnthe women 

could not write English. Of the families stud¬ 

ied, more than 60% had been in Los Angeles more 

than three years; fifteen per cent had been in 

the oily less than a year. The excellent work 

1. Pamphlet gotten out by Dept.of Commerce, 
entitled "Illiteracy in Foreign Countries, 1915. 
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dona by the public schools and other agencies 

of Los Angeles make it seem likely that the 

situation here so far as illiteracy is con¬ 

cerned is better than in many other centers. 

It is believed that Mexicans have equal 

mental capacity with other white races* When 

Mexican children are backward in school, it is 

usually because they do not understand the 

English language and customs. Older Mexican 

children often are placed in grades with younger 

Mexican ohildren. There is also a lack of home 

environmental influences. Parents mho are il¬ 

literate are unable to help the boy who is slow 

in his home work. Poverty may make it neces¬ 

sary for the boy to leave school.'1'* Many children 

are under nourished and when placed in classes 

with quick-witted Americans fall behind. *In 

this case their interest in school decreases 

and they dd not attend voluntarily. Because 

they are shy and emotional, they are misunder¬ 

stood and appear dull and phlegmatic. 

1. Some suggested problems in the Americanisation 
of Mexicans Pedagogy Seminary, Sept.1919. 

3r. My Mexican Neighbors. E. King. 
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Mexicans are always shifting from one 

place to another. They never seem to mind taking 

their children out of school which means the pro¬ 

bable I03s of several weeks during this move, 

which is hard for the child endeavoring to keep 

up with other children of his own age. He may 

be obliged to lose'a whole grade. The better 

class of Mexican is eager for education of .any 

sort but he has no better ability to learn than 

the peon, only more incentives. 

In the day schools of Houston the Mexican 

usually advances along with the American- child 

if both have been in school the same length of 

time. In almost every case where the Mexican boy 

or girl is three or four years older than his 

grade, he has only been in the Halted States 

six or eight months and is just beginning to 

learn the EngLish language. They do not seem 

to be making, howe^r the advancements that 

Polish children were making with the same op¬ 

portunities. The latter seemed to be more 

energetic. In each grade the average Mexican 
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ohild wag two or three ÿèars older than the 

American child, due to the fact that his family 

had been shifting all of the time to -unemploy¬ 

ment or seasonal labor, A number had just ar¬ 

rived and had never been in school before. They 

were unable to speak any English. 

The parents did not seem particularly 

interested in their children*s attendance, keeping 

the little girls at home to help with the wash¬ 

ing and ironing, saying that they were sick. Being 

absent so frequently, they naturally fall behind. 

The state school law unfortunately only requires 

an attendance of one hundred days so that by 

spring the required amount has been done and they 

do not feel obliged to attend longer. 

There is apparently no perceptible race 

prejudice in the school life. They all play 

together on the school grounds. This might not 

be the ease if these Mexican childr en attended 

school in the residential districts. As it is, 

they want to come to the schools where they 

attend because all the children are from the 
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same kind of homos and there is no feeling of 

sensitiveness through unfavorable comparison. 

Mexican children are said by teachers 

to be better than American children in penman¬ 

ship, drawing and hand work, original in the 

use of colors and design. They are better singers 

for they seem to ha TO more tone quality. They 

are more or less listless under purely mental 

effort. Book study and seat work seem to be 

inadequate. As a raoe they prefer that which 

appeals to them emotionally rather than intel¬ 

lectually. Teachers enjoy teaching Mexicans 

because they are obedient and seem very grate¬ 

ful for anything that is done for them.1* 

There are many mothers who will tell 

you quite proudly that Atilla attends "la 

socuela" a few blocks away. There is a no- 

tiodable amount of ambition among the grown 

people. In the night schools there are middle- 

aged men and women along with younger boys 

and girls. There are all classes - common 

labor and the more skilled labor. In San 

1. Art. Mexican Peon in Texas - Prank Collcott. 
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Diego, there was the son of & doctor who 

had been educated In Paris and a skilled 

1* 
potter who was forced to do manual labor. 

These night sohools are under the auspices 

of tbe International Institute of the Y.W. 

C.A., unions, industries and public schools* 

The number attending is small compared with 

the number needing to take advantage of 

these opportunities. They are popular 

among Mexicans who are anxious to learn 

English. The classés are rather large and 

quite well attended despite the fact that 

some of the students come from the hardest 

kind of manual labor during the day. Teachers 

of these classes claim that those who attend 

make excellent progress. 

There has been some teaching in the homes. 

Women have been sent out from various church de¬ 

nominations who teach English along with their 

missionary work. Mexican women seem very glad 

1. My Mexican Neighbors. - Zing 
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to take advantage of this opportunity and 

the progress which they make is encouraging. 

Teachers have also "been sent out by the 

University of Texas to teach English and 

Housekeeping as it is done in American homes. 

The Catholic Church has sponsored one 

or more shcools in nearly all of the large 

towns. In Houston, the Oblate Fathers have 

charge of one school whidi has a rather large 

enrollment. 

The Protestant Missionary School has 

accomplished something with Education and 

Americanization. As early as 1852, says Mr. 

Stowell in The Hear Side of the Mexican Question, 
nThe Protestant Mission School wojk was begun 

at Brownsville, Texas, and about the same time 

schools began to be opened in New Mexico. For 

a long time education in New Mexico was largely 

confined to church shcools.* * * During the 

year 1919-1920, forty Protestant Mission schools 

were in existence in the four border states, 
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Texas, Hew Mexico (including a small part of 

Southern Colorado) Arizona and California. 

Eighteen of these schools are boarding- schools. 

* * * Eight girls'boarding schools, seven boys' 

boarding schools, and three co-educational 

schools. There are two girls' boarding schools 

in California and one for boys; in Arizona there 

is one girls ' boarding school and none for boys. 

There are six boarding schools in Hew Mexico, 

two for girls, two for boys, and twj co-eduoa- 

tional; Texas has eight of these Protestant board' 

ing schools, three for girls, four for boys 

and one oo-educational. * * * These mission 

schools for Mexicans in the bordèr states re¬ 

present a property investment of something over 

a million dollars, a teaching staff of 157, and 

an annual budget of not less than $150,000. Just 

at present this figure bids fair to be largely 

increased by the erection of new buildings and 

the addition of needed equipment. One school 

alone is putting $100,000 into additional build¬ 

ings. During the year 1919-1920, 3,210 pupils 
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were enrolled in the se Protestant mission 

schools for Mexicans and Spanish-ABBrleans”. 

Mr. Stows 11 goes on to say that these 

schools are overflowing all the time although 

tuition is charged in nearly all of the schools. 

One school turned away more than ISO applicants. 

Hundreds of parents pay taxes and yet send 

their children to these Protestant schools be¬ 

cause the standard of instruction is higher 

and it offers a splendid opportunity to learn 

the English language. Ho religious pressure 

is put upon them, yet they are taught Chris¬ 

tian ideals and conduct. 

The training includes the elementary, 

secondary, and special courses as cooking, 

sewing, music, wood-carving, manual training, 

and often a business department, A number of 

schools are. located on farms where the boys 

spend half a day in school and the other half 

at work in the fields. Notable examples are 

holding Institute at Laredo. The Texas- 

Mexioan Institute at Kingsville, Texas, and 
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the Rio Grande Institute at Albuquerque. The 

Spanish-Amer loan Institute at Gardeno, Cali¬ 

fornia, has a printing department, training 

printers and publishing a paper entitled, 

"The Mexican Boy"* 

At these schools the pupils have the 

privilege of a personal contact with American 

teachers which means so much to them in their 

conduct * They are sending out graduates every 

year that are taking responsible positions as 

mini stars, teachers, business men, and w-he. 

have set up American homes for themselves. 

Public School Systems are designed 

to meet the needs of the American boy, rather 

than the foreign boy. The Mexican child 

generally withdraws from school at the fifth 

grade because when he reaches this grade, he 

has usually reached the compulsory age limit. 

He matures more rapidly than the American boy 

and feels out of sympathy with his younger 

classmates. There is a great divergence in 
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age. A thirteen, fourteen, fifteen and sixteen 

year old Mexican is ?ery often found in a grade 

with the six year old American child. Twenty- 

seven per cent in Tusoon, Arizona, are three 

years or more over age. 

The enrollment of Mexicans in Houston 

schools in 1919 was 529. In the first grade 

were 262, in the second grade, eighty-eight, 

and a gradual decrease in all grades to the 

high school where only one was enrolled. In 

the night sohool there were fifty-eight stu¬ 

dents. The most in any one district was 178 

students. * This year, in 1921, there are ap¬ 

proximately 400 pupils registered. In each of 

the first, second and third grades of Husk, 

two-thirds of the children are Mexican. Twenty- 

eight of the forty-two in the third grade are 

Mexican. In the fourth grade, there is a drop, 

only twelve, are found. In the fifth and sixth 

grades, seven. In H. 6, there is one Mex¬ 

ican. A Mexican has never graduated from the 

Hi$x School, at pie sent there are twelve attend¬ 

ing. 

1. Social Survey of Mexican People in Houston,Tex. 
1919, M. A. Corbin 
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In El Paso, Mexicans drop out In great 

numbers in the fourth grade. One half of the 

grade pupils are of Mexican parentage, and. the 

ratio in High School is one hundred in a total 

enrollment of 1,400 pupils. There have been 

from four to ten Mexican students in reoent 

graduating classes. 

Recent reports from San Antonio show 

11,000 in the city schools, and 250 in the 

High School, but not more than ten were grad- 
1. 

uated recently. 

" In many informal ways educational work 

is extended among Mexicans in the United States. 

Through mothers clubs many sorts of instruction 

are given, such as instruction in the care of 

babies, the preparation of food, the care of 

the home and similar subjects. For the young 

people there is a limited number of literary 

clubs, debating societies, branch libraries, 

Boys Scouts, Girls Scouts, Boy Indians, sewing 

1. St owe 11 - Hear Side of the Mexican Question, p.90 
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classes, business classes, wood-working classes, 

basket ball teams, kindergartens, day nurseries, 

baseball clubs and numerous similar organizations 

and activities carried on in connection with 

various churches, social centers and other organi¬ 

zations," says Mr. Stowell in The Hear Side of 

the Mexican Question. 

There are no free lectures, municipal 

entertainments, parent teacher clubs, etc., for 

Mexicans in Houston. In Kingsville, Texas, there 

is a parent teacher club to which the fathers come 

also. A great interest was taken in the school 

grounds, flowers were planted and a special pride 

was taken in the work. 

if you educate the Mexican you can make 

a good citizen of him, "for he is capable and 

eager for it", says Mr. Calcott in his article, 

The Mexican Peon in Texas. Many of the Mexicans 

born here are becoming leaders of their own 

people in this country. 
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Section 7. Religion. 

Religion plays an important role in the 

life of the Mexican who possesses deep convictions 

amounting to a superstition.’*'* He is hy nature 

religious. The majority of these people are 

Catholic. Howe-ver, since the renent revolution, 

large numbers have broken away from that church. 

The rebellion was one for independence in reli¬ 

gion as TO 11 as politics. A law was passed pre¬ 

venting Spanish priests and other foreigners 

preaching in Mexico. Missionaries now go there 

to organize but only the natives are allowed to 

preach. The Catholic church in Mexico has suf¬ 

fered serious abuses which the church in the 

United States has escaped. 

When the Spanish conquerors came, the 

Aztecs had no other alternative than the adop¬ 

tion of the Christian religion. They had ori¬ 

ginally believed in one God but had later 

adopted the gods of conquered races. They did 

not understand the real meaning of the religion 

1. Letter from Mrs. Thurston, Social Worker, 
San Antonio. 
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and so it had no other effect than to sub¬ 

stitute new ceremonies and symbols for the old 

savage worship. The Spaniards felt it their 

religious duty to convert these people. Thou¬ 

sands were baptized a day by the priests. Church¬ 

es were founded and statues of saints, paintings, 

and holy relics were brought over from Spain to 

place in them. Some of the Aztecs Gods were 

changed into saints by the ingenious priests to 

aid in the acceptance of the new religion. The 

rain god may be recognized as Our lade of the 

Mists of the Mexican Catholic Church. When rain 

is badly needed, they pray to these saints. 

Shrines are known, to have been ereoted in the 

same spot that was formerly dedicated to the 
1. 

Goddess of the Rains. It was, therefore, not 

difficult by these, means to convert a people ac¬ 

customed to outward show and symbolism and who 

were naturally superstitious. "A noted French 

Catholic prelate, Abbe lomeneoh, in 1867, wrote 

of that church as fbllows," says Mr. Winter in 

Mexico and Her People Today.- Winter p.310-311 
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Mexloo aM Her People Todays * Mexican faith Is a 

dead faith.* * * The idolatrious character of 

Mexican Catholicism is well known to all travel¬ 

ers. The worship of saints and madonnas so ab¬ 

sorbs the devotion of the people that little 

time is left to think about God. .The Indians 

go to mass with their poultry and •vegetables 

which they are carrying to market. The gobble 

of the turkey, the Growing of the cocks, the 

mewing of the cats, the chirping of the birds 

in their nests in the ceiling, and the flea- 

2. 
bites rendered meditation impossible to me.'" 

•% 

The church became so powerful in Mexico 

that it controlled not only the government but 

large tracts of land, and before its downfall 

owned one-third of the wealth of Mexico. Peons 

want in rags that the church might be benefited. 

It raised money better than any government by 

means hf indulgences for the benefit of dead 

souls. 

1. Mexico and Her People Today. Winter, p.312. 
2. Ibid. p. 313. 
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Today the chu.rah has lost its great wealth 

aid prestige, the re salt of efforts made under the 

guise of the French intervention. Juare* was the 

first to actually accomplish the separation of the 

church and state. The reform made great strides.1* 

Protestant religion has made some progress 

in Mexico. The various denominations own property 
o 

valued at over two million dollars. 

When considering the Mexican in the South¬ 

west, it is essential to keep in mind the fact 

that the character of his previous religious train¬ 

ing still has a great influence on him, and he is 

still subject more or less to the religious 

forces that controlled him in Mexico. 

1. 
2. 

Mexico end Her People Today, Winter. Chapt. Religious 
Forces. 

Hid. p. 327 
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Seotion 8. Recreation* 

Mexicans like to spend their leisure 

time in a manner prescribed by themselves* - 

they do not take on our recreational activi¬ 

ties readily. A favorite form of pleasure is 

to gather after the day*s work is done and chat, 

sing or dance. These people are exceedingly 

ford of music. Any night, if you go among them, 

you may hear "la Paloma" on the guitar. They 

love to dance and at these dances you may see 

the poor peon taka on the courtly manners of 

old Spain. 

Where there are a great many working 

non assembled together, a suitable place will be 

used as a dance hall. As long as these places 

are conducted in an orderly man re r, they remain 

undisturbed. Mexican girls as partners are pro¬ 

vided by the owner of the hall. The men pay to 

dance with these girls who must dance all night 

for $8.00 a week besides tips. 
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Private dances are given in the homes, 

hut they seldom give big balls as do the negroes. 

Semi-monthly at Husk School in Houston, 

the better class of Mexicans have been putting 

on dances which are sponsored and encouraged by 

the recreational department of the city. The 

request for these-"fun nights” as they a*® called 

came from the Mexicans themselves who had been 

introduced several years before to entertain¬ 

ments and dances given at a settlement house 

ne ar by. 

There are about half a dozen movies cater 

ing to Mexicans that put on better shows than in 

most cities and are just as good as those TBhown 

in large houses* 

The parks are always popular with these 

people because of the band music and because they 

afford a place to promenade. "There are several 

parks where the Mexicans can go but the lighting 

is not adequate. Ho music is played in any of 

these parks, not even during the summer months," 
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says Miss Corbin in her survey of Mexican 

conditions in Houston in 1919. 

In Laredo, the park or plaza is es¬ 

pecially popular, not only for the music but 

for its opportunities for love-making. Hither 

will coma all young Mexioan men and women. The 

latter promade in twos around the park in one 

direction while the young man take the opposite 

course. Thus they are given the opportunity 

to flirt with one another, pass notes, etc., 

as they have learned to do in their own count xy. 

The custom of "playing the Bear" often follows 

before the evening is over. Even in towns as 

far away from the border as Houston, the old 

custom continues of lingering outside some 

window grating until encouraged by an admired 

young Mexican girl. It is impossible to expect 

people so recently from their native land to 

adopt the American mode of love-making which is 

, carried on in such a widely different manner. 

Through Y. W.. C. A. work and the Inter- 
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national Institutes, Mexicans are taken into 

club work, gymnasiums and swimming pools and 
1. 

are learning American forms of pleasure. 

The play life of the Mexican child, is 

very meager. They know, almost nothing of the 

team wozk in which m find the American child 

excelling. They play individually and by the 

time they are sixteen, feel too old to play and 

do not know what to do with themselves. On 

the playgrounds they generally play among them¬ 

selves and do not mix with American Children 
2 • 

unless they come from the same neighborhood. 

Girls are very hard to work into games 

at first because they are shy and the older 

ones will not play where men can see them. 

Really active play has been almost unknown to 

them. They are fond of games with the ball 

such as y^hYba.11, indoor baseball, etc., 

The boys ' form of play se ems to be 

bullying and no team work whatsoever. 

1. Vera Sturgis, S.W.Sec. International Inst.Y.W.C.A 
2. Teacher at Rusk School, Houston,Tex. 
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This condition is gradually changing now 

through, play leaders which proves a gœat need for 

supervised play in order to break up groups who 

like to fight and chunk rocks* 

There is a demand all over the southwest 

for playgrounds provided with good equipment and 

leaders who are fall of energy, resourcefulness 

and good fellows hip* Mr. J. E. gtlne, former 

supervisor of Playgrounds in El Paso, believes 

that they have much potential athletic ability. 

He writes in an article entitled Texas Playgrounds 

Influence Mexicans, that the play life for the 

boy will mean so much for him when he becomes a 

man. The clean competition of the playground will 

make him a clean and honorable business man in the 

commeroda 1 world, - a trait he may take back to 

Mexico if he should some day return.'*'* 

1. Texas Playgrounds Influence Mexicans - Stine 
Playground Oct. 16, p.259, 262. 
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SUMMARY. 

Thus we see that 

1. There are over a million Spanish 

speaking people distributed over the South¬ 

west. The greatest numbers are along the 

border. According to the 14th Census (1920), 

the number of native born Mexicans in Cali¬ 

fornia is 86,638, in Hew Mexico, 19,905, Ari¬ 

zona, 60,000, and Texas 19,905. 

2. Their leading characteristics are 

gregariousness, peace-loving, respect for their 

elders and authority, deep religious convictions 

amounting to superstition, very appreciative of 

the smallest favor shown, polite to a marked de¬ 

gree, kind to children and dumb animals, chari¬ 

table and generous to the poor stranger, and it 

is almost unheard of for a mother to part with 

her children. 
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3. A certain laxness in the marriage 

relations. The father is the head of a 

large family. They are all devoted to one 

another. The home life,.low be its standards 

of living, is typically Spanish. These 

people are sociable by nature and prefer to 

live together in communities. 

4. They are (a) crowded together in 

miserable houses, often without sanitation and 

modern conveniences, and badly in need of re¬ 

pair. (b) The landlord is indifferent to 

their comfort and charges exorbitant rent. 

Prom these conditions (c) result diseases with 

which, through ignorance, they are unable to 

cope, (d) Tuberculosis is especially preva¬ 

lent and instruction in hygiene and sanitation 

is badly needed to solve their serious problem 

of housing and health. 
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5. The majority of Mexicans who enter 

this country are unskilled laborers. They are 

hard workers but not especially dependable. 

Many hundreds have been brought in by the 

contract labor law and have unfortunately been 

exploited, have deserted, or left penniless 

when there was no further demand for their 

services. The women are found in domestic 

service rather than factories. The per cent 

of professional and skilled men is negligible. 

6. They have had few educational advan¬ 

tages. They are anxious to learn and possess 

equal mental ability with Americans but are 

retarded because of 

(1) Seasonal labor. 

(2) Shyness. 

(3) Economic reasons. 

(4) Under nourishment. 

(5) lack of home inspirations. 

(6) Inability to speak English. 
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They excell in hand work and the schools 

should "be adapted to meet their needs. 

Night schools are very popular and show 

that a Mexican has ambition to attend after a 

day of hard manual labor. 

7. These people are profoundly religious, 

for the most part Catholic. A number have 

awakened to certain abuses of the church that have 

been committed by the Spanish priests and are 

crossing the border with an open mind. Many are 

becoming Protestants through missionaries and 

the schools that have been established by differ¬ 

ent denominations. 

8. Mexicans have a pronounced love for 

music and dancing, still clinging to the customs 

that they brought from Mexico but yet enjoying the 

more American means of recreation, movies, recré¬ 

ation centers, playgrounds and gymnasiums; the 

children play more often individually and by 
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themselves. They do not understand team work 

and do not play with the wholehearted abandon¬ 

ment of the American child. Directed play would 

not only bring joy but would develop traits of 

character that would later make good citizens 

of them. 
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PART IV. 

The Effects of the Presence of the Mexicans 

in the Southwest. 

Section 1. On the Mexicans. 

This country is almost certain to produce 

a marked change on the Mexicans who come within 

its boundaries» be it social» racial» economical» 

or political. It is the contact of a less educa¬ 

ted race with an advanced one. 

Racially their stock has undergone very 

little change.Up to the present there has been 

little intermarriage and that has been of a char¬ 

acter little calculated to improve the Mexican 

stock. This intermarriage has taken place mostly 

along the border.1* Since no strong racial pre¬ 

judice exists in this country against the Mexi¬ 

cans like that toward the black and Oriental races» 

marriage is not severely censored. The Mexicans, 

however, seem to take pride in retaining their 

1. Miss Vera Sturgis, Secretary for Pore ign-born, 
Y.W.C.A. 
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race integrity. 

Their economic gain is an important one. 

After their poverty and dire necessity on the 

other side of tlB border, conditions on this 

side seem comparatively free from hanger and 

scarcity of labor. Their wages are increased 

many times and if they work steadily they will 

he able to return home with their pockets full. 

Such high wages as we have discovered from pre¬ 

vious discussion do not tend to raise their 

standard of living to any great degree because 

of their impractibility• It often does not tide 

them over a season of unemployment# 

The seasonal labor of this country makes 

steady employment uncertain. The Mexican usually 

spends his time looking for work during the dull 

season. At present there is a scarcity of jobs. 

Thousands of Mexican laborers have been laid off 

and are almost destitute in north Texas. The 

Mexican government has announced through the 

various consulates that it would furnish trans- 
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portatlon and food for the re torn home after 

crossing the border. It is eapected that many 

of the employers will send those laborers 

brought in under contract labor back to the 

border whan they could no longer use them.'1'* 

29 3 Mexioans were deported in 193D- be¬ 

cause they were likely to become public charges.- 

This means almost six per cent unable to com¬ 

pete with American liTing conditions. The total 

number of deportations was 684, 132 of whom 

were unable to pass the literacy test, 77 im¬ 

moral, 51 constitutionally inferior, 12 criminal, 
2. , 

52 contract laborers, (not allowed under con¬ 

tract labor law.) 

There is a tendency toward industrial 

unrest all over the country. It is essential 

to know to what extent Mexicans are effected. 

Would they participate in any attempt toward 

control of capital? At present they are unor¬ 

ganized because they come from a country where 

they have long been subjected and have had no 

1. Article Houston Post, Jan.30,"Mexicans Plan 
to aid laborers Return Home. " 

2« Immigration Report, 1920. 
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opportunity to express themselves. They are 

a childish race, easily Incensed and lack in¬ 

dividual iniative. The I.T7.W. movement has 

spread its propaganda among Mexicans hut this 

has produced no marked effect as yet."L* 

There is much improvement in the health 

of the Mexicans on this side as regards certain 

communicable diseases, such as smallpox, etc. 

Yet in regard to other diseases which his former 

life rendered him immune, he is now certainly 

at a disadvantage. The ravages of tuberculosis 

are increased by the change from his more open 

life in Mexico, as he frequently slept entirely 

in the open and had the daily advantage of 

floods of sunshine. The opportunity to contract 

is increased by constant contact with patients at 

the health resorts along the border and his ig¬ 

norance of the necessary things to cb to present 

it make him an easy prey and & splendid field 

for the spread of the disease. 

Natives of Mexico who have been questioned 

1* Stovall - Near Side of Mexican Question, p.47 
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in regard to tuberculosis say they do not 

remember ever to bave seen oases of the 

disease until the border became a health 

resort for the United States. 

Crime is enhanced by the removal of 

the Mexican to this side for several reasons. 

Law is more efficiently administered» bad a3 

it is on this side, than in Mexico. The Mexi¬ 

can^ desire to remain on this side makes him 

afraid of possible deportation. He usually, 

for this reason, pays his fine readily ard does 

not often resist an officer or repeat the of¬ 

fense. 

The Hew Mexico criminal record is above 

the average for other states in the Union. The 

majority of the populationaie Spanish speaking 
. fc. pe ople. 

Their standard of living in many cases 

has been raised undoubtedly. To the few cooking 

vessels of primitive pottery which they bring 

with them, they add intime our modern cooking 

1. Public Health and Welfare Work in Mexico,J.B.Gwin 
Survey Hov.13,1920, p. 272. 

2. Article Mexican Revue, April, 1921. 
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utensils and other comeniences. Unlike the 

darkies, they make no attempt to mimic us in 

dress and oustom. Their process of assimilation 

is slow. Through education they learn the 

value of milk and all dairy products, what 

foods are most nourishing and sanitary methods 

of cooking. Through the classes established 

hy various organizations they can learn to 

dress as Americans and take pride in their 

homes and thus raise their standards of living. 

Education ha3 a marked effect. Besides 

the improved methods in the schools, more at¬ 

tention has been paid to the enforcement of at¬ 

tendance. There are numerous free schools for 

higher education which he may attend. 

In one of the Houston Schools - Rusk 

School - the Mexicans are learning Amer loan life 

through the pictures on the walls. These pic¬ 

tures represent our customs and our ideals. 

There is a large American flag in the hall 

which all the little Mexicans salute as serious- 
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ly as American children do when marching to and. 

from classes* 

Section 2* Effects on Americans* 

The presence of Mexicans in the Southwest 

do not effect our stock, crime or standard of 

living to any great degree. But our health, sani 

tation, and housing conditions, etc., are certain 

ly effected. 

An uneducated, unassimilated mass of 

people are naturally ignorant about the spread 

of disease. Their carelessness of sanitation 

rules makes them dangerous to any community. 

Because they are satisfied to; live in shacks and 

congested quarters, our bad housing conditions, 

remain. 

Mexicans take little part in politics. 

Often they vote only as they are .told and many 

are unable and uninterested. Tire negro vote 

means much more than the Mexican vote. 
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A really noticeable effect of their 

presence on Americans is tha welfare work dona 

hy various organizations for a mal-adjusted 

foreign group. The government helps them 

through night schools and employment bureaus. 

There are civic agencies in all towns, as the 

charities, nurseries, health departnent, 

churches, lodges, and associations, settle¬ 

ments and cluhs. Tha last five organizations 

reach the Mexicans through clubs and classes. 

The Y.W.C.A. has established an International 

Institute in various large cities where the 

Mexican population is heavy. The main idea 

is to teach English and English customs to 

the Mexican woman in connection with her home 

and family. Mothers are taught along with 

their daughters, if possible , so that one will 

not lose respect for the other. They endeavor 

to take the center to Mexico and have placed 

lovely buildings (Spanish architecture) in 
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their midsts instead of mediocre house a to 

stand as a tribute and as a home which they 
1. 

may feel is their own. 

A certain amount of strain has been 

put on educational system by the great num¬ 

bers entering the United States. it has been 

an effort to supply teachers. 

The charities are very often called 

upon to solve the difficulties of the Mexi¬ 

can, and his family, difficulties often in¬ 

curred or increased by his presence in a 

foreign country. 

In Los Angeles, ZZffo of the applicants 

war® Mexicans which means that l/20 of the 

population receive one-fourth of the charity. 

The main causes of mal-ad just ment are illness, 
2 

death of bread winner, old age, tuberculosis, 

imprisonment, desertion and non-support. 

1. Miss V.Sturgis, Secretary for For eign-born .Y.W.C. A . 
2. The Hear Side of the Mexican Question. 

J.S.Stowell, p.49. 
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In tha relief work of Mexican families 

performed lay the Social Service Bureau of 

Houston for the year 1920, the percentage was 

3*6, which was 174 Mexicans out of a total of 

4738 individuals. There were 854 oases of 

child welfare, 67 of whom were Mexicans - a 

percentage of 7.8. The percentage for the 

Public Health Department was 8,2, and in the 

Girls* Protective Department, 6.4$ of cases 

given assistance were Mexicans. 

Typical Cases of Mai-Adjusted Mexican Families. 

1. Y/IDeserted by husband, later divorced, 

fbur children, one (baby) cared for by Rusk Set© 

tlement. One deaf and dumb. Two at home. Mar¬ 

ried in Mexico. Catholic. Woman gets $9.00 a 

week in biscuit factory. 

2. Mother of three, deserted by husband 

whom she married in Mexico. Catholic. Lived in 

wretched conditions. Had small filthy room. Ho 

1. Annual He port - Social Service Bureau, Houston 
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store , cooked in yard in a pail. Mother 

worked in bag and fibre company until she 

got sick’. Treated at government clinic for 

gonorrhea, and supported by Social Service 

Bureau until able to go to woik. 

3. Came from Navasota with truhk only. 

Bain had drowned their crops.Refused job of 

cotton picking. Newer returned. 
* 

4. Deserted by husband, leaving wo¬ 

man syphilitic, ten children died at birth 

or soon after. 

5. Catholic, nine months in United 

States, when come to Social Service Bureau. 

Five children, husband in jail for vagrancy. 

Six in one room. No bed or bed clothes. Small 

boxes ani dirty clothes cluttered up the floor. 

Paid $4.00 a week for room. Several idiots in 

family. Awaiting certificate from doctor to 

deport then. 

6. 15 years in United States, grand¬ 

mother (very old), and child of 4. All relatives 

died of the flu. Supported by Social Service 

Bureau. 
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7* Wife and three small children. A 

poor ignorant border line case. Man t.b. 

When material relief given discovered relatives 

and friand living off money and groceries. Man 

died in three months, lived in three dirty, 

unsanitary crowded rooms. Baby dies from soft 

place on its head. Woman works in f actoiy for 

$8.00 a week. Social Service Bureau pays rent 

for woman and two children. 

8. Widow with fcur children. Husband 

drowned in 1917. lived with people who are known 

as beggars. Give 1er. corner in one room. Mar¬ 

ried again. Deserted by second husband. Grocery 

order sent, eaten up by others in the house. 

Children suffer from mal-nutrition. One child 

dies. Ho money to bury. Helped by strange man. 

Baby born. Man leaves. Woman moves to the 

country. 
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SUMMARY. 

The presence of the Mexican in the South¬ 

west has the following effects: 

1. Racially - (a) He remains practically 

unchanged, there is little intermarriage. 

2. Economically - (a) His wages are 

raised. 

(b) Employment is uncertain. 

(c) Crime is not enhanced. 

(d) Standard of living is raised. 

(e) Improvement in health in regard to 

some diseases; others, as tuberculosis, are aggra¬ 

vated. 

(f) There are more opportunities for 

education. 

3. Politically - There is little organiza¬ 

tion due to the general industrial unrest. 

There is very little effect on Americans 

in stock, crime, politics and standard of living. 
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But the spread of disease is increased because 

of their ignorance of rules of health and sani¬ 

tation. Housing conditions are worse because of 

their presence. 

They also furnish opportunities to public 

and private agencies to do welfare work for them 

through schools, charities, churches, settlements, 

lodges, etc., Usually only the mal-adjusted 

family comes into their hands. 
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PART V. 

Problems to be Adjusted. 

We have not yet attempted to adjust the 

difficulties brought on by the presence here in 

the Southwest of the unassimilated racial group 

from Mexico. Naturalization, distribution, stan¬ 

dard of living, housing and employment are a few 

of the big problems awaiting solution. 

1. Naturalization. 

Only a small number of Mexicans, accord¬ 

ing to Miss Irene C. Brown, naturalization examin¬ 

er for the Houston District, are becoming American¬ 

ized. In fact, this race of people is behind all 

others in this section of the United States. She 

says that the government is taking steps to stimu¬ 

late interest by Americanization classes in the 

night schools. The majority of Mexicans do not 

want to become citizens of this country, They 
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still claim allegiance to Mexico and want to 

remain Mexicans. To force them to become citizens 

before they become intelligent enough to under¬ 

stand what they are doing and the meaning of citi¬ 

zenship accomplishes nothing. We should allow 

assimilation to take place first and citizenship 

to follow as a natural outcome. 

2. Distribution. 

The Mexicans live in greatest numbers 

along the border so they may remain close to 

Mexico. In the large cities they form a nuclei 

and all live together in groups and little ef¬ 

fort toward assimilation is made. These gre¬ 

garious habits make them slow in learning English 

and taking on our manners and modes of living. 

There should be some sort of agency on the bor¬ 

der to send the Mexicans out into the States to 

places where their labor is needed and thus re¬ 

lieve the congestion on the border. This work 
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under adequate supervision, should encourage 

distribution at every opportunity. 

3* The Border. 

The border presents numerous problems. 

Over this boundary line many conflicts and 

atrocities have occurred. We have a large and 

increasing trade and it is extremely important 

that our political attitude toward Mexico should 

promote good feeling between the countries. In 

1917, the total amount of trade was $191,000,000; 

in 1918, #245,000,000; in 1919, $278,000,000, and 
. 1. 

for 1920, it was over $300,000,000. 

It has been said that our sales to the 

people of Mexico numbering 15,000,000, are more 

than the sales to the 4,000,000,000 people in 

China, or the 3,000,000,000 people of India. Be¬ 

fore the European war we were supplying one-half 

of Mexico's imports. We are now supplying, it 

is understood, eighty-five per cent of her imports 

1. The Wear Side of the Mexican Question 
J. S. Stowell, p.15. 
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and taking ninety per cent of her exports due 

to large investments of American capitol. As 

a result, there is much travel hack and forth 

across the boundary. 

Great quantities of whiskey and nar¬ 

cotics are smuggled into the United States by 

Mexicans. The Rio Grande furnishes an excellent 

method because of obscure points. Boats loaded 

with contraband can cross the border where there 

is no patrol. This illegal trade was stopped 

to some extent recently by means of airplanes which 

were able to catch several hundred smugglers by 

flying low over the river and whenever they saw 

a boat reporting its location to the officials. 

A clever camouflage in the shape of brush float¬ 

ing on the river deceived the pilots for a time. 

There are other sources of illegal busi¬ 

ness along the border that have brought large 

profits, among these commercialized vice. Some 

of these dens have paid as much as $22,000 per 
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month. They have been run by Americans as well 

as Mexicans, which is demoralizing, both local¬ 

ly and nationally. Only recently the government 

has endeavored to clean up these resorts. Mr. 

Stowell in The Near Side of the Mexican Question 

says, "Under the conditions which have been per¬ 

mitted to exist on the border, it has been hard 

for Mexico to develop any feeling for America or 

Americans. And in the same was Mexico's reputa¬ 

tion has suffered among Americans because of the 

unfavorable impression which the border present¬ 

ed of conditions in Mexico. The entire situation 

was against the development of those wholesome 

relations between the two sides of the border 

which should exist if our mutual business, social 

and political interests are to be caref for and a 

firm foundation laid for future prosperity". 

The United States is as responsible as 

Mexico for these conditions for she has furnished 

much of the capital and patronage that has made 
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vice profitable. law enforcement has been lax in 

our border control and hundreds of unfit Mexicans 

have entered this country, bringing in disease, 

vice and dependency. Criminals from Mexico find 

haven in the United States and our criminals flee 

to Mexico to escape punishment in this country. 

The most pressing needs are, therefore, 

an increase in force along the border so that the 

laws may be carried into effect that have been 

enacted. This will bring respect for law. Besides 

a sufficient number to enforce the law, there 

should be special emphasis upon the quality of 

officers which can be had if the pay is enough. 

"The right kind of men and sufficient money are 

the things most urgently needed. The Commission¬ 

er General says in his annual report of 192 0, "The . 

deportation and admittance are in numerous cases 

unnecessarily long and there is no discretion al¬ 

lowed officers of the district to avoid the delay 

and financial strain." 
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4. Public Opinion. 

Mexicans play veiy little part in our 

thinking. The majority of people have nothing 

to say for them other than that "they are a 

shiftless lot," "I would not trust them with 

a penny", "They are dirty greasers", and simi¬ 

lar remarks. 

Miss Edith King writing of the Mexican 

people in California in an article entitled 

My Mexican Neighbors, gives the impression that 

California people are prejudiced, saying that 

they believe the Mexicans "would sit and strum 

a guitar sill day rather than do a piece of work." 

A letter from Mrs. Eugenia Reibenstein, Social 

Worker at Stockston, California, states that 

"The attitude towards Mexicans is not friendly. 

They are responsible for a large percentage of 

our crime wave, stealing, burglary and robbery. 

Very few adapt themselves to our modem conditions." 

They do not seem to fear or hate them. 
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There is no more race prejudice. They* often 

merely despise them as an inferior class. Ameri¬ 

cans seem never to have thought that they might 

he to blame for the conditions in which Mexicans 

find themselves. The latter never have been given 

the opportunity to express themselves for their 

own benefit. It has always been a dreadful strug¬ 

gle to live. Knowing their past history and ra¬ 

cial characteristics, it is easy to see how they 

can slip into a submissive state and never demand 

the respect to which they have a right. It is 

hard for them to get away from the peonage system 

of their own country. They are anxious for equal 

recognization with Americans but the Americans, 

absorbed in their own interests, have made little 

effort to assimilate them. Little will be done 

toward the assimilation of these people until 

public opinion has been directed toward them in 

kind and democratic spirit. Mexicans are very 

responsive to any sort of friendliness. 
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5. Housing. 

Housing is one of the largest problems 

we have yet to adjust. Mexicans, at present, 

are allowed to live in anything, be it an adobe, 

a dilapidated shanty, or rain barrel, landlords 

feel that if they cannot‘rent to white people 

or negroes, they can to Mexicans. like the ma¬ 

jority of renters, they take little interest 

in the rented property. 

To solve this problem it is necessary 

that stringent housing laws be enacted and en¬ 

forced, that landlords be made to put up de¬ 

cent buildings instead of the old shacks, which 

should be condemned and legally vacated. Ef¬ 

forts made by city officials to better these 

conditions should be upheld by the court®. 

Rents might be brought down by enacting a usury 

law which would prevent the charging of too 

high interest. Some property owners are re¬ 

ceiving twenty per cent on their investments. 
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6. Sanitation and Health. 

Sanitation laws must he strictly en¬ 

forced because these people are ignorant of 

the first principles' of health and cleanli¬ 

ness. There should always he sanitary sewer¬ 

age. Often these foreigners do not know how 

or where to get a scavenger wagon when their 

privy vaults need attention. The health offi¬ 

cer unexpectedly appears, and makes them the 

target for denunciation, thereby winning re¬ 

nown as an efficient city official. They should 

he educated in the schools and settlements 

through lectures, posters, newspapers and pamph¬ 

lets in the care of the body so that whether 

they return to Mexico or remain in the United 

States they will no longer become a health 

menace. Mothers will get rid of many super¬ 

stitions in regard to the care of babies through 

clinics conducted in the Spanish language. These 
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clinics should "be numerous in thickly settled 

communities and the mothers urged to attend. 

They should he especially instructed in the 

forms, causes, spread and method of curing 

tuberculosis, which is very prevalent among 

Mexicans. 

"When we demonstrate to them what per¬ 

sonal hygiene means and teach them that per¬ 

sonal cleanliness means vigor of body and 

larger capacity for enjoying the higher things 

of life, it would be a very simple matter to 

make them good citizens," writes a social 

worker of San Antonio"^* Their standards of 

living will straightway become improved as soon 

as they begin to live in decency. 

Americans must offer homesteads or a 

farm colonization scheme. Emigrants settle in 

the cities because they cannot get cheap land. 

Much land in America is held by large corpora¬ 

tions . 

1. letter from Mrs. Thurston, San Antonio 
Social Worker. 
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7. Congestion. 

The chief difficulty comes in prevent¬ 

ing overcrowding, in seeking out dark and unventi¬ 

lated rooms and keeping up a search for conta¬ 

gious diseases. Securing sunshine and fresh air 

in homes has been very effectively done in El 

Paso by the Board of Health. The tenants were 

moved out and few workmen with axes and spades 

demolished the huts, landlords had then to put 

up new houses that would conform to the regula¬ 

tions. The same plan might be carried out in 

other cities. 

8. Welfare Work. 
♦ 

In welfare work, women and children are 

a big problem. Constructive relief work seems 

especially difficult because one is baffled by 

the lack of helpful information. They do not 

seem to want to confide and are more or less 

reticent. They feel as though it is enough to 

need support without going into reasons for it. 
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The cases that come to the welfare worker in 

this country have not recently torn themselves 

from family ties but have been wandering from 

town to town for a long period; they do not 

know whether the relatives are alive or dead. 

They are content and satisfied with opportuni¬ 

ties and very quickly accustom themselves to 

new conditions when they see that they must. 

Mexicans are often pauperized by chari¬ 

table people and organizations. As soon as 

clothes and food are doled out, they become 

dependent, once more taking on the attitude 

of the peon on the ranch. This refers to the 

lower class, for the better class are proud as 

has been stated above. They feel that they have 

a right to all that the American will give. He 

has plenty and they nothing. He who has so much 

will not miss what he gives. Often it is the 

case that when one family is helped by a chari¬ 

table organization, in less than a half an hour 

representatives from a half a dozen neighboring 
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families will appeal to the same organization, 

the news having spread like wild fire. 

9. Consular Inspection. 

Much can he accomplished through consular 

inspection if carried on in an efficient manner. 

At present this is poorly done owing to the lack 

of consuls. TTe should get their opinion as to 

adequacy of the standards required for Mexicans 

entering this country. 

10. Employment. 

There should he employment agencies well 

organized to take care of the problem of unemploy¬ 

ment. Seasonable labor throws countless men out 

of jobs. As the Mexioan has no idea of thrift, 

he is often penniless. 

More inducements to country life would 

take Mexicans from the crowded city out to the 

fields where they are so badly needed. It has been 

suggested that the reason they are so opposed to 
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farm life is that they are afraid they will 

become part of the peonage system again. If 

it was fully explained in Mexican newspapers 

that there was no danger, the situation might 

be relieved. Contract labor should live up 

to the contract. Mexicans should know the 

terms before they enter into any such bondage. 

Get him a job with a personal interest to keep 

him at it. You might rent him a small lot on 

a cotton plantation which would give him a 

feeling of independence and keep him on the job. 

11. Education. 

Separate schools for Mexicans has never 

been favored by the majority of public school 

systems. It means added expense and the Mexicans, 

themselves, do not like to be discriminated like 

negroes. They are sometimes separated into classes 

in the primary grades where large numbers have not 

yet learned to speak English. 
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It has been claimed that mixed schools 

do not meet the needs of the situation. They 

"do not learn English rapidly, to say nothing of 

thinking our thoughts". 

Sometimes the special schools are advo¬ 

cated from a selfish standpoint. Members of a 

community want to keep their children away from 

a socially inferior class, claiming that they 

are a menace to health, property and morals. 

Separation has been successful in a number of 

schools. In Kingsville and Corpus Christi, where 
* 

a large per cent of the population is Mexican, 

there are one or two Mexican schools, respectively. 

These are located in Mexican districts. 

There should be a course of study with 

activities and occupations as the central thought 

so graded that the majority can pass on. They 

may be separated in higher grades and taught a 

skilled handiwork that will keep them interested. 

This would offer a real opportunity for them 
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to earn a decent living. 

It is good for them to he taught along 

with American children because it gives them 

an opportunity to learn American customs. 

12. Assimilation. 

The Mexicans are our manual workers on 

whom the Southwest is economically dependent. 

Texas would never have been put on the map agri¬ 

culturally if it had not been for these laborers. 

It is, therefore, selfishness in part that makes 

us desire to assimilate them for we need the Mexi¬ 

can in his most efficient manner. 

Complete assimilation involves assimila¬ 

tion at home as well as at work, in the society of 

the country as well as in its economic machinery. 

There must be no impediments because these people 

are of another race. Such absorption is impossible 

unless there is a settled nuclei. They cannot 

have a home in Mexico and feel a vital interest in 

the industry of this country. They must be so in- 
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interested in our affairs that they will want 

to grow upon our institutions. 

In taking over our ways and becoming 

part of us, the Mexican must he encouraged to 

continue making pottery, lace and baskets. It 

means color, picturesqueness and the adding of 

a vast treasure of racial assets to our race. 

Heretofore we have let them live their 

own alien way without giving them a thought. Our 

first effort should be to establish a feeling 

of confidence. The Mexican is like a child and 

must be guided and made acquainted with the ma¬ 

chinery of this country. He has the difficult 

task of mastering a strange tongue while earning 

a livlihood. It is essential that there be a 

common tongue but for the first two or three 

years a newspaper in the native language will 

help him until he has mastered the English tongue. 

Mr. Aronovici in Americanization: Its 

Meaning and Function, says there is no difference 

in intellectual creative power in groups where 
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raoial conditions are favorable to such work. 

He says also that he believes that the most 

recent immigrants are less assimilative than 

the older groups. It is a problem of contact 

with the new environment and also a problem of 

distribution. The rate of racial assimilation 

is dependent upon the intensity of the contact 

with the new environment. As yet there has been 
1. 

no way to determine this rate. 

The Mexican is best assimilated in groups. 

In making adjustments he is dependent on his own 

people for assistance and guidance. He cannot 

work out these problems alone. There must be a 

continuous effort through leaders of their own 

race to conform Mexican life to American life. 

1. Pamphlet, Americanization: Its Meaning and 
Function. Aronovici. 
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SUMMARY. 

1. Citizenship should be deferred until 

the Mexican understands its meaning. 

2. Thefe should be distribution away 

from the border to relieve congestion and in 

order to place them where most needed. 

3. The importance of legal commerce and 

good feeling between Mexico and the United 

States makes it essential that there be an 

adequate and rigid law enforcement along the 

border. 

4. Public opinion has become biased. 

Mexicans have become either misunderstood or 

play no part in our thinking. A kind and demo¬ 

cratic spirit should be directed toward them. 

5. Housing and sanitary regulations 

are necessary in all Mexican communities. 
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Education in personal hygiene and dietetics 

through clinics, posters and lectures are badly 

needed. 

6. Consular inspection is necessary to' 

protect the United States and to establish 

standards required for entering this country. 

7. Welfare work often causes pauperiza¬ 

tion. It should be administered along con¬ 

structive lines that the family may become 

independent. 

8. There is need for the establishment 

of employment bureaus, to assist the Mexicans 

in industrial assimilation. 

9. Education along special lines in high¬ 

er grades will keep them in school by offering 

studies in industry and art especially adapted 

to the Mexican and by which they will be en¬ 

abled to earn a profitable living. 
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10, Complete assimilation is desir¬ 

able because of our dependence on the Mexican 

as a source of labor. This process works 

best when dealing with them in groups. leaders 

among the Mexicans themselves can be taught 

to make the necessary contacts. 
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