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PREFACE 

People from all over the vorld have come to live aide by aide 

tinder the one great national banner of the United States. Neveomera 

of the first generation are not always able to sever their ties from 

their native land, but their sons and daughters are full-fledged 

Americans. Nevertheless, many do not want to lose all connections 

with the country of their forefathers, so they may ask their parents, 

as did one Japanese girl in these words, "Please write and leave for 

me a piece of paper with the name of your native place so my children 

and their children will know where you came from.? It is my hope 

that this work will give to the descendants of the early Japanese 

settlers in Texas a closer and more intimate tinderstanding of their 

parents and their friends. 

The Japanese have been the most recent immigrant group to 

settle on this continent. Therefore, they did not have to face the 

hazards of frontier life or the danger of Indian attack; but it was 

necessary for them to accustom themselves to a new environment and to 

withstand the competition and frequently the bitter hatred of people 

who arrived before them. Not until 1952 was the Japanese immigrant 

enabled to gain the status of a naturalized citizen. Yet despite 

these obstacles the Japanese came and remained, and a sufficient period 

has now passed to present to the observer some historical perspective. 

Moreover, since the first generation immigrants are losing their 
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memories of the past, the stories of their precious experiences will 

he lost unless they are written* My intention is to collect this 

Information and preserve it for the use of later students. 

I am grateful to these Japanese families for graciously letting 

me interview them and for presenting me with material* I especially 

appreciate the cooperation of Mr. and Mrs* M. Okabayashl, who gave me 

every possible help in visiting the Japanese in the Harris County area. 

I am also thankful for the assistance and encouragement of Dr. Floyd S. 

Lear, the Chairman of the History Department at the Rice Institute, 

Dr. Edmund T. Peckham, my faculty advisor and thesis director, and Dr. 

James V. Phillips of the Fondren Library of the Rice Institute. 

This study of the history of Japanese immigrants in America 

will be limited in scope and research to Houston and its environs. 

Harris County is a large and convenient administrative unit, and the 

Japanese in this area cling together with a closeness and tenacity 

not shared by those of Japanese descent in neighboring counties. 

A population of slightly over one hundred in an area comprising 

a million people certainly does not seem to have much significance. 

Nevertheless, because of the unusual origin of this handful of 

"different* people, the story about them is worth recounting. Al¬ 

though the people of Houston regard the Japanese immigrants with 

friendly feelings today, they are unfamiliar with the total picture 

of this tiny minority community. For example, the standard account 

of the city of Houston, published by workers of the ITlters' Program 

of the Work Projects Administration in the state of Texas in 1942, 

spares a paragraph of Just eight lines for the Japanese community in 

its ten page chapter entitled "The Peoples" 
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Although most of them are rioe fanners, Houston's Japanese 
form a close little group. The largest settlement is near the 
town of mobster, where pioneer Japanese immigrants had such 
success with rice culture that others followed and bought farms. 
The population of this settlement in 1940 was sixty men, eight 
women, and two children. Other Japanese operate truck farms 
near Houston, selling most of the produce locally. Two orange 
orchards and a nursery are owned by Japanese in the Houston 
area. An agent of the Japan Foreign Trade Bureau has offices 
in the city.l 

Whether the lack of interest indicated in this account is justified 

or not the following discussion will reweal. 

1. Workers of the Writers' Program of the Work Projects Administration 
in the State of Texas, Houston. A History and Guide (H0uston, 1942), 
172. 



CHAPTER I 

GENESIS OF A DREAM 

The Meiji Restoration was not a revolution, but it did accomplish 

the task of establishing a centralised state with the resultant de¬ 

struction of local powers. The hierarchical groups of samurai who paid 

allegiance to their local lords were dissolved* Before this period, 

feudal clans existed throughout Japan, wholly independent from one 

another so far as their rights in possessing the land and its people 

were concerned* Peasants lived in a state of serfdom, and the power of 

the samurai class was absolute* The gradual extension of the money 

economy led to the impoverishment of these clans and also of the samurai 

class as a whole* The lower class samurai were hurt most in this 

process. So the samurai class extracted as much wealth from the 

peasants as possible, which resulted in the lowest standard of living 

imaginable for the serfs and almost completely discouraged any im- . 

provements in agricultural techniques* Most cultivation was left to 

natural conditions*^ 

The Restoration was promoted by the actual power of three of 

the larger clans and practical ability of some samurai from the lower 

class* However, without the support of wealthy merchants and large 

land-holders this transition would have been impossible* Statistics 

after the Restoration reveal that the commoners, including farmers, 

merchants, and manufacturers, composed 93*41 per cent of the total 

population, while just 5*7 per cent were samurai*^ No longer were 



the garnirai an Idle, privileged class able to live without toil. 

Under the new order they had to become either merchants , peasants 

or bureaucrats; but, because of special protection from the new 

regime in the very beginning, some of these samurai came to hold 

positions of influence. 

Among the commoners approximately 80 per cent were peasants. 

They were given freedom in changing their residence or professions, 

but their social and economic status differed little from the period 

of the feudal regime. There was no such indication of radical change 

as a distribution of land to the actual cultivators without cost to 

the peasants. The emancipation of serfs, which would have inaugurated 

an agricultural revolution, was never attempted;^ and the Restoration 

gave opportunities only to the merchant class, the bourgeoisie, who 

possessed the money power.** Bonds were issued to the one-time samurai 

rather than fiefs, and the state refused to abolish feudal land tithes. 

The new government launched a program to establish national 

enterprises in the fields of munitions and heavy industries; but the 

expense of diversification and modern armaments quickly proved to be 

a heavy burden on the government and indirectly on the already im¬ 

poverished and oppressed peasants. The land tax reform of 1873 (Meiji 

6) did not noticeably lessen the tax proportion, four to the govern¬ 

ment and six to the people, which had featured the pre-Restoration 

period. In the meantime the wealth of the large landlords gradually 

increased. After the Restoration through the protective policy pur¬ 

sued by the conservative administration in Tokyo the landed aristocrats 

were granted the right of private ownership of their land, and the 

rising price of rice helped to promote the gap between the rich and the 



less fortunate. Furthermore, the pattern of Japanese agriculture, 

which had always exhibited an amazingly small acreage tilled by a 

farm family, tended to shrink still farther and acquire a marginal, 

subsistence nature. The peasants urgently desired to own the land 

which they cultivated, not wishing to pay unreasonably high rentals 

or to trade their freedom for the life of a tenant. In the end this 

Increased the already extreme Intensity of Japanese farming. The 

high birth rate and multiplication of the members of a family 

presented further problems. Drifting away from the home village to 

find work elsewhere became a marked tendency of Japanese youth.” 

The first stages of industrialization always cause economic 

displacement, but eventually modernization brings the hope of wealth 

and power* In the case of Japan, however, progress was agonizingly 

slow. In 1886 there were only about 149,000 people engaged In 

7 
manufacturing, and the growing urban factories proved unable to 

absorb the surplus population of the countryside. It was under these 

conditions that many Japanese emigrated to Hawaii and the United 

States. Many were seeking permanent homes and a higher standard of 

living, while others merely anticipated the opportunity of high 

American incomes, planning to return to Japan with ample savings to 

buy additional farm land. 

The policy of exclusion of Japan, self-imposed by her isolatlon- 

g 
1st leaders, lasted from 1633 to 1854» The Meiji Restoration in 1868 

Q 
soon followed. In the same year 153 settlers left Japan for Hawaii7 

and another 40 sailed to California.^ This trickle was the mere 

beginning of a real flood of Japanese immigration, for until the 1920's 

Hawaii and the United States remained the favorite haven for Japanese 
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emigrants, excluding those who sowed to the nearby shores of China 

and Korea Without question most of these transplanted Japanese 

were laborers* Political refugees were the exception, as were those 

12 
who were admitted under any type of planned colonial enterprise* 

Despite their numbers the Japanese newer consisted of more than a 

small minority fraction of the over-all total of new Americans before 

the first World War*^ 

Uany reasons can be counted as motiwes for emigration to the 

United States* The location of both countries in the temperate zone 

eliminated excess hardships for the new arriwals. Indeed, "L'analogie 

des climats fournit le fil conducteur* Elle faworise l'infiltration, 

guide l'accoutumance."^ But the main positiwe attraction of America 

was the difference in the economic wealth between the two countries* 

As Carl Wittke puts it, Immigrants came "to escape poverty and un¬ 

happiness, and to find prosperity and opportunity in the new America 

...all hoped to find in the New World opportunities which the Old had 

15 
denied them." These Japanese had escaped from their unfortunate 

lot in Japan, and in the United States they tried energetically to 

raise their economic position* 

Host of the settlers took residence in the territory of Hawaii, 

in the Pacific coast states of California, Oregon, and Washington, and 

above the 49th parallel in British Columbia. Relatively few ventured 

across the Rocky mountains, and the Japanese population of Texas is 

scarce indeed;^ Therefore, it may be of interest to study the lives 

and background of those who were attracted to the vicinity of Houston 
* > 

and Harris County, to examine the differences as well as the features 

Which they shared in common with their former friends, neighbors, and 



relatives «ho were content to stay in the cities and countryside of 

the «estera United States* 

**«•*#« 

It «as a vision which led Japanese settlers to the vast plains 

of Texas, geographically and geologically so far removed from their 

homeland — the dream of unlimited agricultural possibilities, of a 

land overflowing not with mille and honey but with rice. The planting 

of rice in the Gulf states on a commercial basis was of relatively 

recent origin, beginning on the southern prairies of Louisiana in 

1884-1885 with the arrival of a few farmers from the northwestern 

wheat belt* There occurred a revolutionary change in rice production, 

for with Yankee Ingenuity the mechanical techniques so essential to 

the production of grain «ere combined with time-honored manual cultl- 

17 
vation of rice, which for generations had been a feature of the 

staple diet on southern plantations. The strain known as "Japan* rice 

was introduced to Louisiana in 1892 and was soon found to be highly 

18 
satisfactory to the planters. Rice production became an industry 

of real hope and promise for the future* The need for improved 

varieties became urgent, and in 1899 through the efforts of Ur* Seaman 

A* Knapp,^ the United States Department of Agriculture imported 

Japanese Kyushu rice and distributed free seeds to experimenters in 

southwestern Louisiana and other nearby rice growing areas along the 

Gulf coast.20 
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The history of rice cultivation in Texas Is said to date as 

early as 1650, but large scale production on Irrigated land began half 

a century later, in 1699, when 6,500 acres in Jefferson County near 

21 
Beaumont were put under rice cultivation* Quickly the crop spread 

beyond the confines of southeastern Texas, and townships west of the 

city of Houston rapidly instituted rice culture* The addition of this 

new element of strength which would naturally increase the wealth and 

the business of the city greatly cheered Houstonians, as Is revealed 

in this excerpt from the city directory of 1902-1903: 

But Houston now has a new element of strength, being rapid¬ 
ly developed in that vast area of erstwhile unproductive prairie 
land, which covers for the most part twenty or more counties, im¬ 
mediately surrounding and directly tributary to the city* Since 
the last City Directory was published, rice has solved "the 
prairie land problem* and the comparatively great waste of country 
comprised in about 15,000 square miles of territory, which has 
hitherto been as barren of results as though it were a part of 
the Great Sahara desert, is beginning to yield up its resources 
in the new found adaptation to rice growing.22 

Glowing pictures of the rice boom in Texas attracted many 

farmers to Houston* One observer in 1903 witnessed the daily arrival 

of prospective settlers on Southern Pacific excursion trains, and by 

September they "swarmed through the clty*"^ So famous was this new 

agricultural opportunity that reports of "the rice culture of Texas" 

even crossed the Pacific* The news sounded to many ambitious people 

in Japan like a golden opportunity, especially as the original stpry 

was promptly endorsed by the publication of books and pamphlets/^ 

To the Japanese rice was truly the staff of life, the basic 

eiement of sustenance, indispensable and highly valued. Rice was a 

medium of exchange, and rural tenants paid rent with a share of their 

crop* The market price of rice had for ages dictated the welfare of 

the Japanese economy* Ownership of a rice field was the highest 



measure of wealthy more desirable than possession of other types of 

farm land* It is no wonder, then, that the rice boom of Texas seemed 

so appealing to a people to whom rice symbolized prosperity. Japanese 

agriculturalists confidently believed in their traditional excellence 

in rice growing and became convinced of their chances for success in 

a foreign land of such promise* One drawback, however, was the fact 

that rice raising in Texas required a sizable amount of initial capital. 

Because of this the earliest rice planters in the southwest were men 

of property and substance* This trend established a pattern charac¬ 

teristic of the original Japanese colonies. 

In the year 1902 the Hew Tork Consul-General of Japan, Sadatsuchl 

Uchida, travelled widely through the southern states to gain knowledge 

of American cotton enterprises. On his trip Consul Uchida also in¬ 

spected the rice fields of Louisiana and Texas, and his attitude toward 

this field of agriculture reflected a very hopeful outlook, particular¬ 

ly were invitations offered to qualified Japanese farmers. During his 

visit a group of rice growers met in Texas, and upon the invitation of 

Dr. Knapp Uchida attended the conference and addressed the delegates 

25 
concerning the skillful nature of Japanese farm techniques. 

Soon afterwards these preliminary steps led to the arrival in 

Texas of several groups of Japanese rice growers. Junzo Fujino and 

several colleagues from Hiroshima prefecture rented 90 acres of land 

in Fort Lavaca, planting their first crop in 1903. In the same year a 

similar community headed by Hosho Inoue of Hyogo prefecture started 

operations near Del Rio, but the attempts of both these groups ended 

in failure. 

The most famous Japanese rice pioneer, Seito Saibara, came to 



Texas In the sommer of 1903* He was born in 1861, seven years before 

the Keiji Restoration. He belonged to the lover samurai class of the 

Tosa elan, one of the three elans most powerful in promoting the 

Restoration. His father was a goshl.^ a squire, who lived in Xzuma 

settlement, somewhat distant from the castle town of the country of 

27 
Tosa, Kochi* The Restoration deprived Seito's father, Masuya, of 

his hereditary samurai privileges; but the change was not too unfortunate. 

Many ex-samurai did not know any trade and quickly became poor after the 

loss of their Income in 1876 (Heiji 9), despite their nominal prestige 

as a constituent of the shlsoku class; but Masuya quickly adapted him¬ 

self to the new economic order and even gradaully increased his pos¬ 

session of land. The number of his rent-paying tenants grew$ and, as 

he was able to earn a living without tilling the fields himself, Masuya 

engaged in local domestic industries such as making mlso and shovu^Ë fas 

well. With tills wealth behind him Selto went to the city of Kochi and 

entered Rishisha Eigakko (Bishlsha English School). In that school 

he applied himself diligently to his studies and became an expert in 

the art of "kendo” (Japanese fencing). In 1878 he went to Tokyo with 

Talsuke Itagakl and enrolled in Shigematsu Law School/^ 

Since the 1860's Seito's native land, Tosa, had become known as 

a region of strong political consciousness and sentiment. Probably 

this phenomenon originated in part from the pre-Rèstératlon period, as 

well as from the remoteness of Tosa from the political centers of Japan. 

There existed in Tosa strong backing for the school of thought which 

had lost faith in loi, exeluslonlsm, and which held that the Importation 

of learning from the Occidental world was the only sure way to cope with 

western civilisation. Moreover, through contacts with Hutch traders 
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in Nagasaki, many students of Tosa became acquainted with constitution¬ 

al systems and principles earlier than did those from other regions} 

and after the Restoration some outstanding intellectuals in Tosa mere 

strongly influenced by French political thought. On the other hand, 

offices In the newly established Ueiji government were usually filled 

by shizoku from the former Satsuma and Choshu clans, two of the three 

major powers behind the Restoration. 

The ex-samurai of the Tosa elan were very much dissatisfied 

with these conditions. Many shizoku from Tosa became leaders of the 

reform movement of Jlvu Mlnken (Liberty and People's Rights). In 

1881 Taisuke Itagakl of Tosa and others organised the Jlvuto. or 

Liberal Party. Pressure from the Meljl government and other circum¬ 

stances forced this party to dissolve at one time, but it was recon¬ 

structed Immediately after the first general election of Japan in 

1890. In ihis protest movement Seito Saibara was closely associated 

with Itagakl, following him always just like a shadow. Until 1890, 

farmers, owners of small and middle-sized land holdings, and the city 

poor were the basic voting strength of the party, while partici¬ 

pation in local and state polities was left to the large landowners.^® 

Nhen the Liberal Party was reformed in 1890, it acquired a new 

character, that of a moderate party with leaders among the bourgeoisie 

and landed gentry. Seito Saibara qualified on both counts, as a 

lawyer and as a member of the shlzoku class in Tosa. He became a 

candidate in the national election of 1898 and was elected to membership 

in the House of Representatives. 

With his background it is quite understandable that Saibara 

had a deep dislike of bureaucratism, which even extended to state 
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supported educational institutions. He gladly championed private 

education, especially the Christian schools, which the Meiji govern¬ 

ment had oppressed hy stripping students of the customary privilege 

of exemption from conscription. 

In his religious beliefs Saibara showed similar liberal 

tendencies. Shortly after his marriage the young lawyer one evening 

paid a seemingly unintentional visit to the Tamon Church in Kobe, 

and eventually he determined to join the Congregational Church. The 

religion of Seito'a father was Shinto, the prevailing faith of the 

Tosa region, where the doctrines of Buddhism never obtained a firm 

stronghold. With the Restoration came the movement to separate the 

cult of Shintoism from the long establishsdrôuddhist teachings, an 

effort which especially in Tosa often ended in burning the temples. 

It was a period of transition, and it was Inevitable that menJLike 

Selto should break away from faAdly traditions and seek elsewhere, 

Identifying themselves with religious minority movements in Japan, 

including Christianity. 

In the House of Representatives Seito Saibara acted as an 

active protector of Christianity, This led to an invitation from 

Doshlsha University, a college in Kyoto supported and financed by 

the Congregational Church, to be its fourth president. He held this 

31 
office from July 1399 td March 1902, but while serving he was 

busily helping the organization of the Seivukal Party in 1900, the 

political agent of the landlords and bourgeoisie constructed over 

the ruin of Jlvuto. The party, in which Seito was the ohly jurist, 

even invited Hiroburai Ito, a bureaucrat from the Choshu clan, as its 

head.32 



One Account a jays that there was an anti-president movement in 

Doshisha University, led hy a student, Ryutaro Hagai, The reason for 

this movement was the belief that the president of Doshisha should 

be a man equipped with theological training. The movement subsided 

and Hagai mas transferred to a different school, but this incident 

gave Seito the motivation of studying theology in a seminary in the 

United States .33 He resigned his position in March 1902. 

His trip to the United States vas highlighted by attending the 

coronation of Edvard VII of England in London as one of the tvo of¬ 

ficial delegates of the House of Representatives in Tokyo. He left 

Japan on board the battleship Taka sago, vhlch later vas sunk during 

the Russo-Japanese ifar. He left his family behind him and arrived 

in the United States alone. 

Until May 1903 Seito studied religion at Hartford Theological 

Seminary, * and his unpublished diary furnishes us vith considerable 

material about his activities. It consists of a small leather 

covered notebook, about three inches vide and five inches long. The 

first twenty-eight pages of the notebook are his diary, while the 

remainder is filled vith addresses written in English, records of 

his business transactions, and calculations on the transportation 

of rice. The latter half provides indispensable clues to his daily 

life. The diary itself is written in Japanese vith very small hand¬ 

writing, mostly by pen, only occasionally by penelJL. Since the 

style of the sentences appears in the form of the written language 

of the Meiji era, bouneotal. and since the words are spelled vith 

katakana and kanll.^ Chinese characters, the letters and phrases 

are quite concise and terse. Also, the Japanese had a tendency 
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toward subdued expression, so that behind an Impassive brief account 

much feeling and emotion can be found. 

The diary opens with an entry dated the 19th of May, 1903: 

Paid slightly over #66.00 to the Seminary Treasury^ for 
board from February to May and gave Mr. Hirayama #6.25 for room 
fee and #3.75 for the balance of tuition fee for the month of 
May. Letters from Klyoaki and Taiko arrived and I wrote answers 
to them. 

Taiko was his wife and Klyoaki was his son. Both remained in Japan 

during the first peiod of his sojourn in the United States. Letters 

took quite a long time to travel between these countries at that 

time, as on May 27th he wrote: "Taiko*s letter which was mailed on 

the 5th arrived." 

June 3rd 

June 4th 

June 6th 
June 7th 

This evening a mountain fire began, and the 
sun changed to red. 
By the newspaper of the 4th, I understood 

that it was a mountain fire in the state of 
Maine. 
Smoke clouds do not disappear yet.... 
All day long my mind was occupied by the 

thought of whether 1 should start the enter¬ 
prise of the Immigration of the Japanese 
nationalities or not in North America. I 
wrote a letter of inquiry to Mr. Tamaki (then 
in New York City) in order to obtain the 
report of the investigation of Consul Uchida. 

Obviously, Seito had been interested in colonial enterprises for 

quite a while, for on the 29th of May there was an entry that he 

borrowed a book on that subject and he had met Consul Uchida the 

year before. 

Saibara was deeply concerned with the activities of his 

family and with Japanese polities, but his writings show his pre¬ 

occupation with prospects in the United States for his countrymen. 

A card from Mr. Tamama^ arrived and I learned 
that the eighteenth Diet has suspended its 
meeting. 

June 8th 
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June 9th 

June 10th 

June Uth 

June 13th 

June 14th 

June 20th 

June 21st 

Wrote Kiyoaki that he should not worry about 
the result of the examination.3$ 
From Ur. Tamaki, received a newspaper with an 

article concerning the rice culture of Texas.... 
Because I longed to be with Talko and others 

all the more, I wrote a letter*.•• 
Wrote Mr. Obata concerning the orchards in 

California..*. 
The letter from Taiko dated May 22nd arrived. •• 

and received news that Aunt Otani, maid Kura, 
Mrs. Xamamoto, and her daughter were all bap¬ 
tized .... 
Sent a detailed letter to Mr. Kiyoka Aki, Kochi 

prefecture, concerning my friends' future conduct 
in life, the agriculture of the United States in 
general, and actual conditions in the two states, 
Texas and California. Spent three to four days 
in thinking and writing plans for this letter. 
Probably this was the greatest letter I evew 
wrote since I was born. After mailing it my 
feeling of satisfaction was immense. 
Sent letters of inquiry to Mr. Sadatsuchl 

Uchida concerning the several affairs of Texas.... 

On the 26th of June he travelled to Northfield, Massachusetts, with 

three other Japanese classmates in order to attend a summer school 

conference for college students interested in church work. There he 

attended classes, listened to sermons, and enjoyed the small inner 

circle of his Japanese friends, eventually returning to Hartford on 

the 6th of July. 

June 30th 

July 8th 

. July 17th 

July 28th 

In the afternoon, went to the school of Mr." 
Moody of Mt. Hermon39 with all others in horse- 
carriages. Letters from Taiko, Tokue, Consul 
Uchida..., etc. arrived. Taikfc kindly wrote 
that she would go wherever I~would. She said 
that shè bought a koto (a Japanese harp). 4 
am sorry that she will have to part fro$ it 
sooner or later....40 
Sent letters to hire helpers for my enterprise. 

Besides board, a helper will be paid 500 yen 
yearly and his wife will be paid 180 yen, while 
a laborer will be provided 1 yen and 50 sen à 
day and board, etc. Wrote to ask Mr. Ogasawara 
if he were willing to COB» for $8.00 a month.... 
",..With the help of Mr. Tanaka, subscribed to 

a newspaper of Houston.... 
... In the afternoon visited the tobacco field 



July 29th 

August 2nd 

August 3rd 

of North Bloomfield* 
Wrote Matsumoto. Told ay own decision con¬ 

cerning my way of life..** 
From Taiko the answer that she decided to 

come to the United States arrived. I was very 
much relieved and felt that I attained more 
courage* Kiyoaki said that if he were able to 
enter the higher school, he would like to remain 
in Japan* 
Wrote Taiko and Kiyoaki that they should be 

accompanied by Tokue, too, and introduced to 
them many other affairs* 

Saibara' s plan of moving to Texas was impressive and detailed* 

He definitely decided that his entire family should come, as well as 

some of his relatives, such as Tokue Otani. His eventual hope was 

to form a colony of about 1,500 Japanese in the Harris County region* 

August 5th 

August 10th 

August 12th 

Wrote Dr. Burton and Mr. Davis^ about my 
decision of moving into Texas and asked for 
their introductions.... 

1 understood the kind concern of Mr. Davis and 
because of that I sent a letter which explàihed? 
clearly the purpose of going to Texas.•* In ^ 
the evening, had an interview with Mr. Jacobus,** 
acting president, and told him about my plan 
of going to Texas.••• 

In the afternoon, left Hartford, being seen 
off by Mr. Tanaka.... 

Seito reached New lork that evening and visited the offices 

of the Japanese-American News and the New York Weekly, the Japanese 

Consulate, Dr. Takamine,^ and Central Park, meeting many Japanese 

people and making ready for his departure. 

17th At the office of the Nlchl Bei (Japanese 
American News Company) paid $2.00 for one year's 
subscription and received introductory letters 
to Mr. Wilson and Mr. Knapp from Mr. Uchida at 
Consulate.... 

19th Boarded S. S. Proteus at 11 a. m. from Pier 25 
on North Hiver and sailed out at 12 o'clock noon. 
Messrs. Hasegawa, Suzuki, Asakura saw me off. 
Selected the better place in the lower class * 
room and paid 13.00. 

So in the late summer of 1903 Seito Saibara followed the 
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footsteps of so many before him, to begin a new career In unfamiliar 

southwestern. surroundings • 

20th It was rainy, windy and there were high waves. 
21st Rather nice weather. Early in the morning took 

a bath. In the afternoon it was very fine and a 
cool wind breezed through. 

22nd Fine. Early in the morning, the ship turned 
around the southern tip of Florida. Saw the 
white sand and green prairies right in front of 
my eyes. Toward the evening, the direction of 
the ship changed to the southwest, coinciding 
with the direction <f wind; and so there seemed 
to be no wind. 

23rd Fine. The direction of the ship points toward 
the northwest. 

24th Fine. At 3 *• m. arrived at the river mouth 
of the Mississippi, and at 6 a. m. noticed rice 
and sweet potatoes, etc. on the fields of both 
shores. They were so abundant that no limit or 
end of these fields was seen. At eleven landed 
at New Orleans and went into the hotel of the 
railroad station to take some rest. 9 p« m. 
took sleeping car and left. 

A land of plenty lay before Seito, just before the time for harvest. 

The scenery and prospects of the lower Mississippi delta and Gulf 

coast regions must have delighted and encouraged him. 

25th Got up at 6 a. m. and was looking at various 
agricultural fields from the train. At 10 a. m. 
arrived at Houston and was greeted by Mr. Oswald 
Wilson, his son, Hosho Inoue, and Kaname Inoue 
and went into the hotel in front of the station. 
In the afternoon saw many people Including 
bank presidents, the postmaster, presidents of 
newspapers, the staff of the newspapers, and the 
officers of Kangvo Kvokal (probably Houston 
Business League), being guided by Mr. Wilson. 

The two Inoues, whose attempt in rice culture at Bel Rio had ended 

in failure, were in Houston to raise funds to launch another rice 

venture. According to Toraji Irie in his Ho jin Kalgai Hattenshl 

(A History of Japanese Expansion to Foreign Lands), until 1903 

Japanese were so rare in Houston that in general they and their 

interests were largely ignored.^ The arrival of a distinguished 



visitor like Seito Saibara, who envisioned a large agrioulttiral 

project backed by his own capital, was another matter. Civic- 

minded citisens of Houston were glad to offer welcome and assistance. 

Railroad men provided complimentary passes to facilitate a search 

for land. 

26th Saw Mr. Anderson of the South Railroad Company^ 
and received a free ticket and went to Galveston. 
Wrote to Tamaki, Tanaka, Kiyoaki and Talko. 

Seito hardly rested before immediately starting to hunt for 

the best side for his enterprise. 

27th 

28th 

29th 

30th 

31st 

September 1st 

September 2nd 

September 3rd 

September 4th 

Wrote to Ur. Uchida and received a visit from 
Ur. Wilson. In the afternoon, vent to see the 
rice field of Deep Water with Ur. Moore by 
horse-carriage. Saw 456 acres of the best grade 
land with the price of $25.00 (per acre). 
With Ur. Groesbeeck46 went to inspect the'rice 

fields of Matagorda County by train and spent 
the night at the Palacios Hotel. 
Early in the morning left and took the return 

trip. On the way back observed El Campo. This 
evening both Inoues left for home. 
Since it was a burning hot day, did not 

attend the Sunday service. 
In the morning, tried to visit Ur. Knapp*'7 and 

missed the train. So in the afternoon, went 
to Webster by myself and observed the area 
around Webster. 

I asked many times for Ur. Knapp at the hotel 
in front of the station but he did not arrive. 
Mailed printed matter concerning rice culture 
in Texas to about thirty of my ftiends. 
Went to inspect Deep Water and Seabrook by 

myself and hoped to see Ur. Knapp but could not. 
Went to Dayton, alone, and visited Mr. 

Armstrong and asked him to find suitable land 
near Deer Park. He accepted ay request readily. 
Had an interview with Mr. Brown, and learned 

that 500 acres of land in Deep Water will be 
sold for $15.00 (per acre), $1,500.00 as down 
payment, $2,000.00 at the end of a year, 
$4,000.00 at the end of two years. So, pro¬ 
mised to go with him the next Monday morning 
to the place. 
Waited for Mr. Armstrong all day long and he 

did not come. 
September 5th 
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September 6th 

September 7th 

September 8th 

September 9th 

September 10th 

September 11th 

September 12th 

September 13th 

14th 
15th 

16th 

17th 

19th 

In the morning, Mr. Armstrong came and told 
me that there mas good land of 371 acres for 
sale at Deer Park. Vent to Deer Park with 
him and had lunch at Mr. Bansberg's of the 
Post Office and rented horses from him. Vent 
to inspect the land closely and acquired 
satisfactory results. On the same day, in 
the evening returned to hotel and Mr. A. 
went back to Dayton. 

Observed Mr. Brown's land in Deep Water; 
then had dinner with him at Mr. Gibbs'. 

Mr. Wilson came and was informed of the 
arrival of Mr. Rihei Kondo, and four others 
on the coming 15 th .48 Being guided by Mr. 
Harman, I went to Ganado and observed the 
rice fields. Also saw the mulberry trees 
which were planted by Mrs. Shatt, who is a 
successful sericulturist. 
At one o'clock returned to the hotel. From 

Mr. A. there was information that the cost of 
land in Deer Park was $10,000.00. 
Again went to Deer Park and brought back a 

box of soil. 
Had an interview with Dr. Knapp and asked his 

opinion of the soil. He said that it should 
be very suitable and good land. Then, riding 
in the same horse-carriage with him, went to 
La Porte and observed the bays and inlets. 
Being guided by Mr. Baker, saw the area 

around Barker. Today read letters and newspapers 
being forwarded by Mr. Tatsu Tanaka (in 
Hartford). There was news of Kiyoaki passing 
the entrance examinations.... 
Waited for Mr. Uchida and, although I went to 

the station twice, he did not come. Mr. Oswald 
Wilson recommended that I buy the land in 
Webster. 

Saw the land in Webster with Mr. Uchida. 
Saw the port and the bay of Galveston with 

Mr. Uchida. Received the kind guidance of 
Messrs. Miller and Langbehen.49 
At dawn went to see Mr. Onishi and others but 

they did not come... Visited Mr. Jones and 
went to the hoga (law court) and applied for 
naturalization, having Mr. Uchida and Mr. 
Wilson as my witnesses.••.50 
Went to Port Lavaca with Mr. Uchida.... 
At dawn, went to see Mr. Onishi and others at 

the station but they did not come. The two 
Xnoues arrived. La the morning, Armstrong came 
and talked about difficulties in negotiating 
for the land at Deer Park because of the sickness 
of the owner. Thanked him for his trouble and 
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20th 

2lÈk 
22nd 

23rd 

24th 

25th 

26th;" 

27th 

28th 

29th 
30th 

October 1st 

October 2nd 

October 4th 

October 5th 
October 6th 

October 7th 

declined thé deal for the time being* 
At 400 a. m., the two Onishls (Rihei and 

Téràichi) arrived* Went to Webster in the 
afternoon. 
Went to Webster again in the morning* - ~ 
Went to Eagle Lake. Agreed with Mr. Pujino'>x 

to be the buyer and the keeper of the'land for 
him. Also consented to employ 12r. Fujino's 
workers for #250.00 per year, provide land, 
agricultural Implements, horses, food for the 
horses and water, and have the workers étaÿ 
as tenants on the farm for a nrent of 60 per 
cent of the harvest. 
Being guided by Armstrong, observed Greens 

Bayou. 
Went to Webster with Ur. Onishi and inquired 

of several Inhabitants as to the actual condition 
of the area. Returned and began to have negoti¬ 
ations with Ur. Wilson, the land owner. 

In the morning and the afternoon had more 
conferences with Ur. Wilson and at one time, 
because of differences, negotiations were halted. 
This day, Ur. Onishi and Ur. Fujino received the 
first documents of naturalization. The news of 
acceptance from Ur. Tadao Tasui^ came. 
Went to Beaumont with Ur. Uchida and Ur. Onishi 

and saw the flourishing oil business. 
Also went to Crowley (Louisiana) and learned 

about the actual state of rice culture from Ur. 
Allison. At night saw Ur. Knapp in the train 
and parted with Ur. TJchida at Beaumont.... 
Saw Wilson. Wrote to my wife, son, and Ur. 

Tadao Yasui. 
Saw the land of El Campo. 
Returned to Houston. 
Saw lands at Deep Water with Uessrs. Onishi 

and Nishimura .53 
Suffered from diarrhea. Rested all day long. 

Ur. Onishi went to Barker and returned, being 
satisfied with the land. Ur. Nishimura and 
Fujino went to Beaumont.... 
For several days have had diarrhea and still 

have not recovered from it. Bought medicine. 
Mailed letters to Ur. Yasui and Yasue Yamawaki 
asking for employment of laborers.... 
Did not feel good and stayed at hotel. 
Being accompanied by Ur. Wilson, went to S. P. 

Company (Southern Pacific Company) and conferred 
about free tickets for my family. In the after¬ 
noon went to the office of an attorney, Mr. 
Jones, and asked his opinions concerning the 
title of Webster. 
Wént to Webster with Uessrs. Onishi, Nishimura 
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October 8th 

October 9th 

October 10th 

October 11th 

October 12th 

October 13th 

October 14th 

October 15th 

October 17th 

October 18th 

19th, 20th, 21st 

October 23rd 

October 24th 

and Wilson and In the evening made a substantial 
promise of buying 160 acres of land with the 
house for $22,00 (per acre), having Mr, Jones 
as my witness. And at night sent a telegram 
requesting $2,000,00 by wire. 
There is a point which needs consent from 

Mr, Wilson's brother before I can finally buy 
the land. Sent a telegram to this person's 
place and as yet I am waiting for an answer. 
Since the above stated brother's residence 

is not clear, I promised to buy 304 acres at 
the southeast corner of the railroad track 
which is dose to the town area and I promised 
to build a house with my money and to subtract 
$1,000,00 from the price of the land, and also 
to rent Hr, Wilson's house free for six months, 
rather than the land I had intended to buy on 
the proceeding day, Mr, Rlhei Onishi left 
(for Japan) ,54 
There was a return wire telling me that 

$2,000,00 was sent to the New Tork Consulate, 
Wrote letters to Consul Uchida, Tasue Tamawaki, 
and Mr, Tadao Tasul. Stayed at the same hotel 
with Mr, Toraichi (Onishi), 

Attended services at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 
Visited the farms of Messrs. Hosoda and 

Nakajima and others. 
Wrote a letter to Governor l&makata (of 

Kochi prefecture) concerning student workers, 
A $2,000,00 check arrived from Shokin Bank (the 
Yokohama Specie Bank), New York branch. A 
congratulatory telegram from Mr. Uchida arrived. 
Being guided by Mr. Collins, saw the lands 

around Genoa, 
.,.Wrote letters to T&iko, Mr, Nishimura, 

Mr, Uchida and the Shokin Bank, Deposited the 
$2,000,00 in the First National Bank, 

Mr, Hosoda came. Sent a letter of intro¬ 
duction to Mr. Uchida concerning the passports 
of the wife, children, and relatives of Mr, 
Nakajima, Suffered from a boil on the chin. 
Tonight had diarrhea again. 
Early in the morning Messrs. Kbndo, Kumamura 

and Nagai arrived.55 Attended services at the 
Presbyterian church. Was invited by Edgar 
Watkins56 for dinner,,,, 

and 22nd Stayed in the city of H0uston, 
Wrote letters to various places. 
Moved to Webster, This day the weather is 

fine and I felt magnificent. 
Rented Post Box No, 34* Plowed about six 

tsubp5* of the better part of the premises 
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October 25th 

October 26th 
October 27th 

October 28th 

October 29th 

October 30th 

October 31st 

November 2nd 

November 3rd 

November 4th 

November 5th 

6th and 7th 
November 8th 

November 9th 

November 10th 
November 12th 

November 15th 
November 16th 
November 18th 

November 20th 
November 22nd 

and sowed negi (green onions or stone-leek), 
shunelka (Chrysanthemum coronarlum). mana. 
ho-Iona. etc.36 
Attended services of the Presbyterian 

church. Wrote to Talko and Kiyoaki, and 
others that they should bring over clothes, 
bedding, and other things* 
Sowed cabbage and celery seeds* 
Went to Houston with Nr. Onishi and saw Mr* 

Wilson. He consented to cut the trees for 
fences and to the free use of the neighboring 
land for one year. Also, he consented to 
send out a surveyor and to send wire in the 
near future.... 

Nr. Wise, a surveyor, and his son began sur¬ 
veying with the guidance of Mr. Plumlee. En¬ 
gaged in surveying all day long and finished 
most of the Onishi1s part. Sowed onions and 
turnip greens.... 

Surveyed Mr. Nishimura*s land with Mr. Wise 
and others. In the afternoon surveyed the 
rest of Mr. Onishi*s land. Began to plow the 
southern part of the field. 

In the morning finished the survey of Onishifs 
part and surveyed the Saibara's part. Taiko's 
letter of the 13th arrived.... 
Finished all surveys, wrote answer to 

Talko.... 
.. .Finished plowing the field ofi one 

hundred tsubo. 
Since today is the Emperor*s birthday,*® 

rested all afternoon. 
In the south side sowed daikon (horse-radish), 

kabu (turnip) and hiragukl.6frMr. Onishi began 
to finish the wood for the posts» 
With Kuwamura began to prepare wood for the 

fence. 
The two worked. 
Attended services of the church. Ryuzo Abe 

came around. 
Beside Kuwamura, with Hr. Ryuzo Abe and others, 

engaged in finishing of thenmàtetiàlffort the 
posts. 
Engaged in finishing of the posts1 material..•• 
Both Fujions arrived.61 They are going to 

stay with us for a while.... 
Attended church, 

and 17th Built a bathroom, 
and 19th North wind. The coldness was severe. 

The water outside was frozen. 
Kuwamura was injured. 
Church. In the afternoon, Mr. J. Alford of 

League City came... A certain person of this 



November 23rd 

November 

November 

November 
November 

December 

December 
December 

December 

December 

December 
December 

December 
December 

December 

December 

December 

town visited ms with his three children. 
For the time being, I am employing Ur. 

Tasuichi Fujino with the same wages as 
Kuwamura, and beginning today it is in 
effect. Also asked Ur. Tsuji to help him. 
Today Ur. Rodgers comes to paste the wall 
paper. 9:50 a. m. went to Houston with 
Uessrs. Onishi and Fujino and visited the 
attorney, Ur. Jones. We consulted with him 
about submitting the contract and then saw 
Ur. Wilson. 

24th and 25th Both days continuously hegotiated the 
contract of purchase. 

26th and 27th Both days worked hard to complete the 
deed, and finally it is almost completed. We 
signed with .the seller and offered Ur. Jones 
$500.00 for the guarantee as well as for the 
completion of the legal formalities, and 
returned to Webster. 

28th Returned home. 
29th Uoved our bathroom with the help of Ur. 

Fujino...» 
1st Uade contract with Whitcomb to build two 

rooms and asked him to finish everything for 
$110.00. The date of completion should be 
December 20th. 

2nd Engaged in cultivation of pear and fig trees. 
3rd This afternoon father and son Rodgers engaged 

to move the temporary chicken barn. 
4th Rainy day. Plowed the land where the barn 

was. Carpenters did not come. ^ 
5th Fine. In the afternoon, transplanted taina”^ 

to the place where the barn was. In the 
afternoon the carpenter came. 

6th The Sabbath. Church. 
7th Uessrs. Tasuichi and Kuwamura went to finish 

the fence posts. Rev. Miyama came and visited 
us. Gave a sermon to all of us. 

8th Ur. Miyama left. 
9th Today I discharged Tasuichi Fujino. Gave 

$10.00 to Rodgers. 
10th Completed finishing the posts. In the after¬ 

noon the prairie caught fire at Onishi's farm. 
Although everybody went out to fight the fire 
at night, it would have soon gone out anyway. 

Uth Concerning the/matter of the house, Ur. Plumlee 
suggested to me the way to buy it for $600.00 in 
three years payment. Trusted the matter to Ur. 
Whitcomb. Gave $6.00 to Ur. Fujino. 

22nd Received four head of mules. Beside mules 
other agricultural equipment arrived. Since all 
of the equipment had not arrived, we did not 
distribute anything except one wagon each. 
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December 24th Flowing* One of the contractors, Mr. Patrick, 
began to plow* In the same evening attended the 
Christmas festival* 

December 25th In the afternoon heard that the well of Mr* ✓, 
Fujlno reached water after digging for 475 shaku* 

December 26th Messrs* Onishl and Fujino each moved to his 
own house»*•* 

December 27th Messrs* Okasaki, Ogawa, and others visited me* 
They brought much beef as a gift* 

December 30th Mr* Nishimura came* Gave Whitcomb $91*00 for 
building rooms and other purchases* 

December 31st Bought lumber to complete the barn and some for 
beds and other items* •• Paid Mr. Onishl all 
past-due money accounts*64 

January, 37th Tear of Meiji 
1st It was peaceful* Nothing happened* 
2nd In the morning went to the city of Houston and 

went shopping for boots and other things* 
3rd 6 a* m* Kikusaburo 0no°5 arrived* In the 

afternoon returned home with Ono. 
4th Sowed garlic and lima beans* Vhgons came* 

Began to dig a well* 
5th Mr* Ono engaged to use the disk-harrow and put 

the newly plowed oat field in shape* 
6th Used a smoothing-harrow on the land mentioned 

above and in the afternoon sowed 2§- bushels of 
seeds* Although I went to S* P* Company con¬ 
cerning free tickets, had to go home in vain 
since Anderson was not in the office* Was 
returned $28*00 by Mr* Ono* 

12th Went to make a change in the deed of sale with 
Messrs* Nishimura and Onishl* Bought four sets 
of rainwear* 

13th After having dug 520 shako reached the wàter 
deposit and dug 80 shako more, reaching to 600 
shaku. 7 p* m* left (Webster)* Went to San 
Francisco* Mr. Okasaki promised to lend me 
money up to $5,000*00 at any time* The train 
whleh should have left (Houston) at 12:25 
started at 1:25* 

17th In the morning took up my lodgings at the 
Teikoku Hotel (Imperial Hotel) on Stockton 
Street in San Francisco. My wife and son are 
already here* Remained (in San Francisco) the 
18th and 19th. 

20th 6 p* m* left San Francisco and headed toward 
Texas. The members of the party were as follows: 
Talko, ELyoakl, wife and a child of Mr. Rihei 
Onishl (also Rihei Onishl), Mr. and Mrs* Tasul, 
Tokue Otani, Issue Tamawakl, Toshio Yamawaki, 
Isekiehi Nisfaino and his elder brother, Asajl 
Azou of Oita prefecture, and four workers for 
Mr. Onishi. 



January 24th 5 p* m. arrived at Webster* 

The diary ends here* Before we wish that it would be longer» 

we should realise that it wight have perished in the fire of 1905» 

when the Saibaras lost every paper written before that time. Seito 

was away visiting his son in a high school in Galveston; and his 

wife» Taiko, took the notebook out when the fire started* 

By the spring of 1904 the first stage of Seito1s colonisation 

program was accomplished* The first crops had been planted and 

harvested) and the Saibaras and their friends were quickly and 

gladly accepted by their Texas neighbors* Host of the Japanese 

fanning folk settled on the so-called "Wilson League»" named for 

its original owner» Robert Wilson» whose title to the land had 

been granted in December» 1830» by the emoresarlo Stephen F. Austin 

66 
and confirmed by the state authorities in Coahuila. The property 

had remained within the family until Harvey T* D. Wilson sold it 

in 1903 to the Japanese colony. 

Although the handiwork of man was everywhere apparent» their 

new home seemed strange indeed to the immigrants* Their eyes were 

accustomed to the sight of hills and valleys* In their native land 

small patches of green» well-cultivated fields often extended up to 

the mountain slopes» whereas in America nature gave an overwhelming 

impression of bigness* The bald prairies were brown and boundless) 

and the vast» level plains made the newcomers lonesome for the 

neat and tidy farms of Japan* 

Even the method of cultivating rice in Texas was already 

different from Japanese practice* Agriculture was on a grander 

scale» which only intensified the problem of irrigation. Sufficient 



rainfall in the growing season was uncertain, so that wells sunk 

deep beneath the ground were all-important. Pumps driven by steam 

engines brought water to the surface and to the irrigation ditches. 

As a compensation, though, clearing the land was much less difficult 

in Texas. The countryside was flat, trees were scarce except along 

the banks of streams and bayous, and there were hardly any stones 

or pebbles. 

Selto Saibara was anxious to introduce Japanese rice seeds to 

America. His wife and other late arrivals brought with them seeds 

of two principal species — Shinriki (God Power) and Tamashiro.®^ 

On the older, more exhausted rice paddies of Japan fertilizer was 

an absolute necessity, but the yield in Texas was amazing. Uhen 

the Japanese strains were transplanted in the virgin soil and 

carefully tended, the ripened ears fell to the ground from their 

heavy weight. Shinriki was a modern, hardy breed of rice; and 

Saibara was able to produce a erop of 29 sacks, or 5,300 pounds of 

rice, per acre. He kept careful records of his shipments to 

market, and we find in the final pages of his diary this memorandum: 

...October 28 (1904) 
261 sacks 3443.70 
October 29 
272 sacks 432.40 

October 31 
272 sacks 462.40 
221 sacks 375.70 

According to this table, the grower received $1.70 a sack, or do¬ 

cents a pound, for his product. Seito dealt with the Standard 

Milling Company in Houston, and its officials were so pleased with 

the pretty grain that they resold the unhulled rice to other farmers 

as seeds. The late W. E. Morrow, the president of the company, told 
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the Saibaras that he had never realized that Japanese riee was of 

such high quality. 

Seito maintained his work in introducing still other Japanese 

species until the United States government banned all importation 

of plants because of harmful Insects and disease. He experimented 

with Wataribune and Omachl on his land and distributed seed to rice 

farmers in Louisiana and Texas. Saibara obtained most of his stock 

from farmers affiliated with the national agricultural experiment 

stations of Aichi and Ehime prefectures in Japan. 

Saibara never ceased his efforts to expand his original 

colonization scheme, encouraging others to move to Texas and 

Inviting his parents to join him. In 1907, 72 year old Uasuya 

Saibara bade his neighbors and friends good-bye, knowing well 

that he would never return to his native land. He did not forget 

to pack his family’s monumental tablets, with the name of his 

parents and other forebears, so that after the fashion of the 

Shinto religion the spirits of his ancestors would move into this 

new land also. He sold all his possessions, including his land 

(A 
holdings of more than three cho of rice fields, llany of his 

former tenants accepted his invitation to accompany him to Texas. 

Eventually about 60 Japanese moved to the Saibara farms in Webster, 

including Seito’s relatives aid younger acquaintances from the 

countryside of Kochi prefecture. 

Seito wanted the newcomers to adopt American customs and 

dietary habits; but they were reluctant to do so, believing that 

only Japanese food prepared by their wives gave them strength for 

muscle and manual labor. Since Masuya Saibara had experience in 
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making also and shoyu and brought oyer the necessary equipment, 

the colony enjoyed traditional home-made Japanese cooking for at 

least the first three years; but thereafter it was necessary to 

order specialities ffom the Japanese communities in California. 

Fish caught in small creeks and nearby Clear Lake served as the 

major source of protein. 

In every way Seito concentrated on building his colony and 

on becoming a loyal American. He brought his family and elderly 

parents to Webster, transferred his son, Kiyoaki, to an American 

school, and resolutely determined to remain in the United States, 

despite appeals from his political friends to accept an offer 

from the Seivukai Party government of the position of minister 

of Education in Japan. He had filed his first paper of intent 

at the naturalization office almost as soon as he came to Houston, 

but the climate of national opinion was against him. The 

immigration policy of the United States toward the Japanese re¬ 

flected the exclu8lonist demands of the Pacific coast, where dis¬ 

crimination against Oriental settlers was an explosive and 

emotional issue. The local Houston naturalization office returned 

Saibara's application for citizenship, apologizing for its original 

£q 
mistake. Seito was puzzled and unhappy and contacted Sutemi Chlnda, 

the leading official Japanese representative in the United States. 

Seito proposed to appeal the case to the Supreme Court in Washington, 

but in his reply Ambassador Chinda stated that the time was not 

ripe and counseled him to wait for a more favorable opportunity. 

Seito patiently accepted this advice, telling his son that the 

United States was still a young and inexperienced nation and that 
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some time in the future the day would come when Japanese would also 

he given citizenship. 

The Salbaras were not always fortunate. Sometimes the weather 

brought cycles of excessive heat, cold, dampness, and drought. 

Occasionally their workers and their families deserted Texas for 

California or to return to Japan, so that neighboring Japanese farms 

were alienated and disappeared. Nevertheless, the Saibaras did not 

retreat, but rather extended their operations. During the decade 

from 1910 to 1920 Seito converted parts of his farmland to orange 

groves. Similarly Tsukasa Kiyono, the son of a physician in Osaka 

who had come to Texas for his health, started rice fanning in 

League City but soon decided to shift his attention to the more 

congenial and less arduous cultivation of oranges. The two men 

became close friends and associates; and when Seito opened a 

nursery in Mobile, Alabama, Tsukasa became its manager and later 

one of the leading businessmen of the Gulf coast area. The 

following name cards illustrate these periods s 

Seito Saibara 

Saibara Nurseries 
Proprietor 

and 

1002 Van Antwerp Bldg. 
Mobile, Alabama 
Phone. Bell 3227 

High Grade Seed Rice Webster, Texas 
Grower Phone, Webster Exchange 132 

Seito Saibara 

ORANGE AND SEED 
RICE GROWER 

Webster 
Texas 

It is unfortunate that Seito's long-range dream of coloni¬ 

zation and Americanization was finally ruined by the Inndgration 

Act of 1924, which completely excluded Japanese emigrants from 

entry into the United States or its possessions. Saibara was so 
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hurt and disillusioned at the end of his hope for naturalization 

and at his inability to attract young men from Japan to his 

settlement that he entrusted the operation of his farm to his son 

and with his wife mowed to the Amazon river basin in Brazil» 

where he planned to launch still another colonization scheme* 

Thanks to his connection with the Selyukal Party he was able to 

travel widely on the mainland of Asia» Inspecting agricultural 

progress and techniques In Manchuria and Formosa* In 1937 he 

returned to Texes to spend his last days with his family and to 

be buried in a lot in the family cemetery which he had purchased 

years before* His funeral was held in the only church in Webster» 

the Presbyterian Church» to which Seito had belonged for nearly 

40 years* The April 11, 1939, issue of the Houston Chronicle 

accompanied his photograph with an article titled, "Seito Saibara, 

78, Japanese Leader, Dies.*^® 

*««*««« 

Seito's rice enterprise did not die with its founder, but 

other Japanese farmers and promoters lacked his permanence and 

determination* Among these was the brother-in-law of Consul- 

General Uchida, Junzo Hashimoto of Osaka, who came to the United 

States early in 1904 end bought a quarter-section of 160 acres in 

Garwood, a small town in Colorado County, Texas*, In the next 

month Sen Katayama purchased 160 acres next to Hashimoto's rice 
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«g. 
fields, but for some unknown reason Katayama never even started to 

farm his land* In the spring of the same year Daijiro Toshimura of 

Osaka, the author of Hokubel Texas Shu No Belsaku (Rice Cultivation 

In Texas. North America), and his partner Mateutaro Asai organised 

Kaigai Elgyo Doshi Kai (Society of the Friends of Overseas Enter¬ 

prises) and moved to Texas* There they began rice farming near 

League City, in collaboration with Teizo Fujita of Yamaguchi 

prefecture and more than ten other Japanese families* About the 

same time, north of Houston, Kenichiro Hoshlna and his family^ who 

had left Hawaii for the United States, began rice farming jointly 

with Isematsu Nlshlno of the Ibaraki prefecture* 

The promise for the future indicated by the year 1904 did 

not last long* Except for Saibara, Nishimura and Onishi of Webster, 

and Hashlmoto of Garwood, all of the other Japanese enterprises 

ended in failure* The exact reasons for this are not easily 

discernible, but some of the cooperative farms dissolved because of 

internal dissension* 

The Onishi farm originated by Rihei and Toraichl Onishi in 

1903 expanded its scale, particularly after obtaining sponsorship 

72 
from the wealthy baron Ichizaemon Morlmura, who had an extremely 

flourishing business in Japanese trade with the United States* 

Yasukata Murai, the head of the New York branch of the Morlmura 

Interests, Invested heavily in the Onishi colony* Onishi and his 

backers were able to buy 2,200 additional acres from the estate of 

Shanghai Pierce in Wharton County and were able to finance the 

digging of their own Irrigation canals, rather than being obliged 

to purchase water from commercial companies* Rihei Onishi also 



continued his newspaper work, attending the Portsmouth Conference 

73 
of 1905 and the Washington Conference of 1921-1922 as a corre¬ 

spondent for the Ji.11 Shimno.*^ 

By no means were all the Japanese in Barris County large- 

scale enterprisers. Host of the immigrants were workers who were 

contacted in their prefectures and invited to make a new life in 

the rice farms of Texas, The usual qualification for an application 

of employment was that the farmer be willing and able to take his 

family with him. These transplanted agricultural workers usually 

had their own living quarters, though sometimes they lived in the 

same house as the owner of the farm. Their lot was not easy. 

Transportation facilities were not readily available and roads 

were poor, so.that families were separated and almost wholly 

isolated, even just a few miles apart. The pay scale was very 

low) and during the harvest season Caucasians, Mexicans and Negroes 

were hired as additional field hands. A Japanese worker living year- 

round on a community farm averaged only about $25,00 a month, while 

an Itinerant outsider received approximately $40,00 for his labor in 

the peak seasons without his employer being concerned with his 

maintenance when times were slack. 

Gradually Japahese rice agriculture in Texas became known to 

other Japanese, A world fair was held in St. Louis in 1904 to 

commemorate the Louisiana Purchase, and many Japanese who came to 

the United States and visited the rice cultivation area of Texas 

decided to enter the business themselves. Among them were Seiichi 

Susukita, a prefectural congressman of Fukuoka; Xoshio Mayumi, a 

millionaire from Bie prefecture and once a member of the Bouse of 
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Peers j Teisho Takeda, a former employee of Mitsui Bussan Company; 

and Shimpei Mykawa, an adopted heir of an Osaka millionaireThe 

latter three came to Houston late in 1906 after performing a close 

investigation the year before and after making careful preparations 

in Japan* Takeda bought a full section of land, 640 acres, near the 

Santa Fe Railroad station in Erin; and Mykawa purchased about 520 

acres in the same neighborhood* Mayumi became owner of 1,730 

acres near Beaumont* 

The reason why Mykawa and Takeda selected a site near Erin 

was a close friendship with Garrett A. Bobbin, the colonization 

agent of the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway*^ Bobbin liked 

Mykawa so much that he came to respect and admire the character 

of all Japanese* After Mykawa moved onto his new farm, the 

American helped in the selection and purchase of agricultural 

equipment, horses, and the countless other details necessary to 

start cultivation* Unfortunately Mykawa died accidentally soon 

afterwards in a tragic accident, when he was crushed to death by 

a piece of his own horse-driven agircultural equipment. The 

story goes that Bobbin came Immediately and cried over Mykawa18 

body, and the railroad company changed the name of its station at 

Erin to Mykawa in memory of this pioneerMykawa1 s wife had not 

accompanied her husband to this couhtry but was sufficiently inter¬ 

ested to send a manager to continue the enterprise. However, the 

project failed after several years* Since Mykawa was an adopted 

heir and had no son of his own, the care of his grave was forgotten; 

but the station named after him, Mykawa, still remains* 

78 
In addition to these pioneers many more Japanese arrived; 
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bat most of their attempts at rice farming failed, particularly 

after the disastrous decline in the price of rice and other 

agricultural products in the depressed 1920's after a brief boom 

in World War I. Their accomplishments and even their names are 

mostly forgotten today. Only the descendants of Seito Saibara have 

remained as permanent Japanese rice growers in Harris County. 
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CHAPTER II 

REALIZATION OF THE DREAM — 

THE EXODUS OP JAPANESE SETTLERS TO HOUSTON 

Seito Saibara and the other early rice fanners had dreamed of 

a large Japanese colony in Harris County, but few of their hopes 

were directly realized* Most of the ftloneer enterprisers left Houston 

for Japan or California, and the original plan for a Japanese rice 

community was shattered. let the Japanese colony was not wholly 

abandoned* Since 1903 Harris County has always Included some Japanese 

residents, and the families who were invited by the first rice enter¬ 

prisers and also those who were attracted by the fact of an established 

Japanese community combined as the major constituents and nucleus of 

a more permanent Japanese settlement in the Texas Gulf coast region* 

. The Japanese people who have come to Houston in the space of 

the last 50 years have had very diverse backgrounds* Frequently 

they arrived with various different motives and purposes, so that the 

Japanese influence in Harris County has not been purely agricultural. 

The present writer Intends to portray these families and show their 

role in American society and economic life through an examination of 

individual case studies of their experiences and recollections* 

The material for these accounts was gathered in interviews 

conducted between September and November, 1955* Japanese families 

have few written records. Fires, floods, and other natural disasters 

help account for their loss of old documents, as does their frequent 
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change of address; hut without question the panic and pressure felt 

hy the Japanese settlers at the outbreak of the Pacific War were the 

major cause* Retention of manuscripts became hazardous if not 

impossible. But most of all, the incidents occurring in the be¬ 

ginning of the Pacific War made it impossible to keep this written 

material* The rumors and news reports emanating from California 

shocked and alarmed the minds of many Japanese* Their loyalties 

belonged to the United States, although the Immigration Act of 1924 

kept all Japanese in the status of subjects of the Japanese Empire. 

Anything written in Japanese characters seemed to arouse the 

suspicions of government authorities* So Japanese magazines, books, 

and newspapers were taken out to the back yard and burned, as were 

many priceless old documents* Some Japanese had to part with the 

letters of their departed parents. Then came surprise raids by the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation* Practically all homes were thorough¬ 

ly searched, often on several unannounced occasions; and all written 

material was taken away* Anything written in Japanese was then sent 

to Washington, D. C., to be censored. Eventually all innocent 

letters and materials were returned to their owners, but some 

families did not care to sort them again and all too often in the 

end the records were thrown on the trash heap* 

Except in three cases all these Interviews were conducted in 

the Japanese language* Two calls were upon second generation Nisei. 

while the third interview was with a first generation Japanese 

immigrant or Issel. who preferred to speak in English. As many 

families as possible were contacted, although the list is not abso- 
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lutely exhaustive* Only three families were not interviewed* One, 

a family which moved to Houston from Chicago after the second 

World War, was visiting Japan during the period when the interviews 

were being conducted. A second couple was said to be sick, while 

the third was believed to be from the territorial possessions of 

the lost Japanese empire and not Japan itself* First-hand accounts 

were preferred, but less direct information from the widows or 

children of the original settlers was also welcomed* 

* * * * * « * 

Kiyoaki Saibara is the only son of the pioneer, Selto Saibara. 

Seito’s diary has already related the circumstances of Kiyoaki’s 

triumph in the entrance examinations of the Seventh Higher School, 

his hopes of remaining in Japan, and his father’s desire and in¬ 

sistence that he leave for America and thus forfeit any opportunity 

to become a prominent figure in his homeland* 

In the early dawn of the first day of January, 1904» Kiyoaki 

left the port of Yokohama with his môther, Talko, aboard the 

steamship America-maru. Kiyoaki, then only 19 years old, still 

vividly remembers the strong north wind which made his ears tingle 

despite the bright and sunny day as he stood on the deck and sadly 

watched his beloved Japan recede'into'the"distance* D 

When he reached his new Texas home in Webster, Kiyoaki en¬ 

rolled at Ball High School in Galveston to improve his facility in 
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English. When the busy harvest seasons came, he returned to Webster 

and helped his father on the farm. The year when Kiyoaki came to 

the United States marked the start of the Russo-Japanese War. The 

pro-Japanese atmosphere of the American public was reflected in an 

incident one day on a street In Galveston when an utter stranger 

shook Kiyoaki*s hand with the greeting, "Well donelTthe'cboy must 

have felt proud indeed to be a subject of so victorious a nation. 

Until 1920 Kiyoaki worked side by side with his father; and 

his ability in English was a considerable help, since Seito never 

attained perfect fluency. Eventually Kiyoaki was entrusted complete¬ 

ly with the management of the Saibara rice farm, and during his 

parents’ long absence in Bradl Kiyoaki gradually changed the di^c 

rection of the enterprise. Immigration restrictions and lean 

harvests in the 1920* s dealt the final blow to Seito* s Japanese 

colonization scheme. Whereas his father had once employed only 

Japanese, now Kiyoaki hired non-Japanese workers from nearby areas. 

The kinds of rice seeds grown on Saibara land also changed. 

This was a wise policy, since pure short grain Japanese rice had a 

narrow market compared with the long grain variety. On the other 

hand, Kiyoaki did maintain his father’s efforts to improve the 

species of rice in Texas. In 1933 he received from the United 

U 

States Department of Agriculture 100 pounds of rice imported from 

Japan through official channels. After sowing the contents of the 

sack and waiting for the seeds to sprout, Kiyoaki noticed some ears 

belonging to the strain known as "Kyoto Asahl" ("The Rising Sun of 

Kyoto"). He carefully separated and tended these special shoots, 

which after five years multiplied to a yield of 324,000 pounds. 



This grain, which Kiyoaki called "Saibara Asahi" ("The Rising Sun of 

Saibara"), was all sold as seed and was widely distributed in the 

rice belt of Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, and California. "Saibara 

Asahi" proved especially suited to the climate of Arkansas, where it 

is now principally found. 

Kiyoaki clung to his rice farming despite the Great Depression 

and equally dismal periods of hurricanes and torrential rainfall. 

As the owner of 1,800 acres of land, of which 600 are cultivated 

annually on a rotating basis, he remains today one of the leading 

rice growers of Harris County. 

The Saibara influence in Texas extends beyond the fences of 

Kiyoaki1 s rice holdings, although of Selto's jgraMioseïdreamr.ôply 

a vestige remains. All but one of the sixty farm folk brought to 

Texas at Selto Saibara*s suggestion or invitation have left their 

Texas homes. Some returned happily to Japan to enjoy the proceeds 

of their labor in the New World, while others joined the more 

populous Japanese communities in California. Ultsukiyo Kataoka is 

the only exception to this rule, the sole surviving link to Seito*s 

scheme still residing in the Houston area. 

Kataoka was born In 1887, the second son of a one-time land¬ 

lord and mayor in the hamlet of Nagano, which lies within the township 

of Hewa-mura, near the ancestral home of the Saibaras on the island 

of Shikoku. Mountains 500-600 meters high surround the settlement 

and its narrow band of lowlands, leaving a bare opening to the 

plains farther east. The rice fields of Nagano were too small to 

feed the population of the village, even though the people tried to 

diversify their econony through industrialization, producing silk, 
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paper, and dyes from the mulberry trees, kozo plants, and Indigo 

growing on their hillsidesFew opportunities for wealth or 

advancement existed, particularly for an ambitious and educated 

younger son in a land where primogeniture was still the accepted 

custom of inheritance. After finishing elementary school, Mitsukiyo 

completed his high school work in the city of Kochi and proceeded 

to enroll in the Tokyo Galkokugo Gakko (Tokyo Foreign Language 

College), where he majored in Spanish. 

Early in the 20th century the rapid growth in the population 

of Japan alarmed many people) and, just as in England three centuries 

before, a rising tide of public opinion urged that the excess be 

drained by migration to the Americas. Mitsukiyo*s older brother 

moved to South America, while another relative began operating an 

emigrant company sponsoring settlement in Latin America. Normally 

Mitsukiyo *s wish to live in Argentina or Brazil would have been 

realized) but fate in the form of his paternal grandmother, a lady 

from the house of Saibara, intervened. She asked Seito Saibara, 

her nephew, to invite her grandson to Texas and without his 

knowledge made application for his passport. Mitsukiyo had not yet 

quite fully determined to abandon his college career permanently) 

but after some deliberation he agreed to cross the ocean to the 

United States. He had no substantial knowledge of the country) but 

the fact that another close relative, Tokue Otani, was already on 

the Saibara farm in Webster doubtless encouraged his decision. 

Besides, he had a faint hope that he might be able to continue his 

education in the United States. 

Mitsukiyo left Japan in 1907, accompanying Seito*s parents 
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and a band of other families mainly from the agricultural Tillages 

of Kochi prefecture* Els passport stated that his purpose in going 

to the United States was "for rice culture." He landed at the port 

of San Francisco and a few days later reached Webster, Texas, by 

train. The training in English which Mltsukiyo had received in 

high school and college enabled him to hold a supervisory position, 

directing the other help. He worked as a foreman on the Saibara 

farm for about thirty years, bossing Negro and Mexican workers. 

Only once until very recently was this term of service Interrupted, 

when from 1922 to 1924 he farmed 120 acres of rice land in Blessing, 

Texas, on a sharecropping basis. Mltsukiyo had hoped to plant and 

reap a good crop of "blue rose" rice, but poor climatic conditions 

thwarted his plans and prevented a profitable harvest. Recently 

Mltsukiyo has switched his field to horticulture, and he is still 

active in gardening work near Houston. 

Not all the Japanese rice farmers in Harris County were 

drawn by the reputation or entreaties of Selto Saibara. 4n6$her 

major source stems from the engrgetic activity of the Onishl cousins, 

Rihel and Toraichi. Rihei was a journalist, and Toraichl a shop¬ 

keeper with a store in Gojinya, just to the south of their home town 

of Tokono, a village located in the county of Shuso-gun, Ehime-ken, 

Shikoku Island. The region of Shuso lies in the northern part of 

Ehlme prefecture, a small triangular shaped plain facing the 

Hiuchinada, part of the Setonalkai, or Japanese Mediterranean. 

Shuso is one of the most blessed areas of Japan. It is a land of 

compactness, both in its settlements rimming the nearby mountains 

and in the paddy fields which dot the plain. 



From at least as far back in the past as the 7th century 

Shuso has been considered a rice producing district, due to its 

traditional land subdivision pattern known as the handen system. 
i 

There the summer sun is hot and bright, the sky is clear, and the 

inhabitants enjoy the mild winters characteristic of otherjpatts 

of the Setonalkai borderland.3 Eainfall is below average, however; 

and, inasmuch as the rivers flowing north and east atcrossithewAllgys 

fail to provide enough water for irrigation, the people of Tokuno 

and other settlements rely on artificial ponds to supplement the 

natural supply. 

In so favored a region few seriously entertained the thought 

of departing for foreign lands; but after 1903 many young people 

and entire families began the long trip to Texas, trusting in the 

enthusiastic talk of the Onishis. As of the year 1955 eight of these 

family groups still reside in the Houston-Harris County area, repre¬ 

senting a total of seven hamlets of Shuso. Just as in the case of 

the Salbara8, the best way to understand the influence of these 

Japanese immigrants is to study the story of their lives. 

Iwasuki Nagai, the first colonist attracted by the Onlshi 

settlement, was born in 1879 at Kumyoji, a tiny place of some 

60 houses lying within the administrative jurisdiction of Tambara- 

machi (Tambara township). Although the profession of his father is 

not definitely known, it is probable that the Nagai family was not 

engaged in agriculture. Iwasuke was old enough&to be eligible for 

military service, but the lot he drew made him virtually draft- 

exempt. Therefore he was free to accept Toraichi Onishi’s offer 

of a chance to go to Texas, and on October 18, 1903» he arrived at 



Webster with two compatriots from Shuso County.^ In later years, 

before his death in 1944» Hagai became an independent rice producer 

remembered still for his high yield per acre. Rice culture requires 

frequent-change in the fields put under cultivation, so that in the 

course of his career Iwasuke moved about five times, living In 

Uykawa, Bonney, and Almeda but never falling to raise a profitable 

crop after the unlucky year of 1909* 

Toyozo Watanabe was born in 1885 in Tokuno, Tokuta-mura, 

Shuso«gun, the home town of the Qnishi family, where prosperous 

rice fields extended in neat rows east of the settlement. This is 

the area of nlmosaku. where the rich soil is in use all year long 

and produces two separate crops yearly. As a younger son Toyozo 

owned no land. Instead he worked with other hired help in culti¬ 

vating the one cho of rice field which had been inherited by his 

older brother. Rihei Onishl's invitation to leave for Texas came 

when Toyozo was 18 years old; and, with the hope common to all 

young men to learn English and become a man of success, Toyozo 

left Japan aboard the America-ma ru. the same vessel bearing Talko 

and Kiyoakl Saibara, Rihei Onishl's wife and child, and several 

other Japanese settlers. The ship reached San Francisco on 

January 16, 1904.^ 

For the first two years Toyozo worked as a laborer on the 

Nishimura farm at Webster.^ Later he acted as manager on the 

farm of Iwajiro Onishi, a brother of Rihei, supervising about 200 

acres o£ rice fields. About the year 1910 he bought a piece of 

land In Webster from Rihei Qnishi and started truck farming on his 

own. For some time Toyozo sent most of his produce by train to 



the commission merchants of Dallas and Fort Worth; but by 1915 he 

began to ship his vegetables to Houston, at first by moles and then 

by trucks. Daring World War I he became a rice grower, since 

prices were booming; bat the return of normalcy and the collapse of 

the rice market made him turn once more to truck farming. He 

gradually increased the acreage of his fields as the population and 

demand for food grew in metropolitan Houston. Today Toyozo still 

works in the field, although his sons manage mostuof the business. 

The late Kumahachi Ando was bom in 1875 at Kumyoji, the 

native settlement of Iwasuke Hagai. The Ando family subsisted on 

rice agriculture, so that Kumahachi was very receptive to news about 

Rihei Onishi's successful rice venture in far-off Texas. Family 

connections helped Influence his eagerness to emigrate, for he was 

related to the Onlshis by marriage. His passport reveals his 

intentions — "rice culture." With Kumahachi went his wife, his 

Infant son, his younger brother, Kanemon Ando, and eleven other 

7 
residents of Ehime and Shizuoka prefectures. 

The Ando family left Japan on board the Hong Kong-maru and 

18 days later landed at San Francisco, on the first day of March, 

1906. They then proceeded by train to Gueydan, Louisiana, passing 

through Houston on the way. There they were joined by Kanemon and 

others of the group whose vessel had docked at Vancouver. Rihei 

Onishl had contracted with an American rice firm in Gueydan to 

provide Japanese labor for the 1906 rice harvest, while the company 

agreed to furnish land and capital on a sharecropping basis. 

This transition period ended in January, 1907, when Kumahachi 

Ando and his family moved to the large tract in Wharton, Texas, 



operated by the Onishia and financed by Yasukata Murai of the Mori- 

mura Shot en. There each laborer or family assumed responsibility 

for the cultivation of about 100 acres. The Andos cleared the 

virgin land and tilled the fields for three years, but continuous 

working of the same soil without rotation brought a decrease in 

yield and income. Kumahachi was so downhearted that he nearly went 

to Seattle, but instead he heeded the advice of his friends and 

accepted a job in a nursery owned by Saburo Aral in Alvin. 

Kumahachi was restless in this occupation and in 1914 welcomed 

an opportunity to begin truck farming at Hitchcock, only to move 

again in 1930 to Almeda when he found that high freight charges made 

it disadvantageous to compete with growers in the lower Rio Grande 

area. Once again he and his family started anew, clearing and 

planting ground formerly used as pasturage. Water puddles in the 

rainy season had to be filled, but still streets were so muddy that 

shipment to market was difficult. Throughout the 1930's and 1940's, 

until his death in 1947, Kumahachi cultivated such southern vegetables 

as cabbage, mustard greens, carrots, onions, tomatoes, and lettuce, 

as well as Japanese hakusal: and his produce earned a pleasingly 

ready sale in Houston groceries. The business is now run by one of 

Kumahachi's sons and still remains within the Ando family. 

g 
Masaichi Kuwamura was born in 1885, the last son of a well-to- 

do farm family in Kota settlement of Tokuta-mura, a village nestling 

close to the slopes of tree-covered mountains.^ The Kuwamuras owned 

some forest land; but their main occupation was engaging in farming 

an area, about one cho in size, which included rice paddies as well 

as dry fields for mulberry trees and com. After Masaichi finished 



-44- 

his schooling in Tambara-machi, he helped his family in agriculture 

until he was offered and accepted an invitation to Texas by Rlhei 

Qnishi. He left Yokohama on January 1, 1904» on the same boat which 

carried the Saibaras» Onishis, Toyozo Watanabe, and others on the 

Initial stage of their trip to America. 

Kuwamura's career in the United States has been quite varied. 

For about seven years he worked for the Onishi rice farm. Later» 

during the period of the citrus boom he helped on an orange orchard 

owned by a Japanese horticulturist by the name of Lia. Kasaichi 

and the late Iwasuke Hagai were close friends» as they came from 

adjoining settlements in Japan; and Masaichi willingly became 

manager of the Hagai rice farm. In recent years Masaichi has become 

a gardener and is employed by a fellow countryman» Shikao Masufla, 

who comes from the same native prefecture. 

The late Zenkichi Imai was also born In 1885» at Kumyoji, the 

native home of Iwasuke Hagai and Kumahachi Ando. The Imai family 

owned one and a half cho of fields and about three cho of woodland 

and also rented anôther one and a half cho. well above the Japanese 

standard average. The main stress was upon rice; but in addition 

the Imais grew buckwheat, wheat» and sweet potatoes on their non- 

flooded lands. Both Zenkichi and his elder brother Isakichi 

answered the call to the United States and joined the growing company 

of friends and neighbors departing for Texas and the Onishi colony. 

Zenkichi and his wife arrived at Vancouver in February, 1906, and 

travelled to Oueydan early in March. In Louisiana he served under 

a brother of Toraichl Onishi, Solchi Onishi, a former painter who 

was acting as straw boss on the contract project. After ten months 
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they moved to Texas near Wharton, where the two Imai brothers 

purchased and planted a rice farm of 300 acres with Jitsuji Onishi; 

bat within a year the growth of weeds became so heavy that the 

tender rice was choked and the trio were forced to admit defeat. 

Another effort as supervisor of Saburo Arai*s 1,500 acres rice farm 

in Sugarland also ended in failure, so that Zenkichi began cotton 

farming independently in 1926 in Almeda, branching out to Include 

truck farming the next year* His last days were spent in Humble, 

where he passed away in 1951* 

The late Iichi Iio was born in 1881 in Shinichi*. Kuniyasu-mura, 

Shuso-gun. Little is known of his family background or early life, 

though he probably was not a farmer by occupation before his arrival 

in Texas in 1906* He landed at Vancouver in British Columbia and 

travelled east over the tracks of the Canadian Pacific Railroad with 

Jitsuji Onishi, Kanemon Ando, and other acquaintances. His first 

activities in the United States are not clear, but apparently he 

soon began rice farming in Fierce, Texas. Later he worked for 

Saburo Arai*s Japanese nursery in Alvin, and after that he became 

independent and combined cotton and truck farming in Mlnnetex. Once 

he lived within the city limits of Houston near the La Porte road) 

and then approximately in 1924 Iichi moved to the northern outskirts 

of Houston, where he grew many vegetables and greens in the prairie 

sod. Iichi died in 1946, but two of his sons have perpetuated his - 

work. 

Jitsuji Onishi, whose birth date was 1874, was another native 

of the tiny village of Shinichi. Jitsuji and his wife came to Texas 

to engage in rice culture on the Wharton plantation operated by his 



second cousin, Rihei, with financial backing from Morimura Shot en. 

Eventually Jitsuji became a truck fanner in Almeda, where his wife, 

Nobu, died in 1935. Jitsuji himself passed away in 1954* but his 

original passport still remains in his son's home as an interesting 

and typical record of a half century ago. The document was written 

in Japanese, with this English translation on the back of the sheet: 

Imperial Japanese Government 
Passport. 
No. 6145 
Mr. Jitsuji Qnishi, aged 31 years and 2 months, 
Mrs. Nobu Onishi, aged 20. years and 11 months; 
registered at Ehime Ken. 
The competent Authorities and all whom it may concern 
are requested to allow the above named person proceeding to 
the United States of America 
to pass freely and without hindrance, and to give said person 
such protection and assistance as may be required. 
The day of the 1 month of the 22 year of Meiji (1906). 

Name and Official Seal 
His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Signature of the Bearer: 

Chinese and French translations follow. Then appear the red seal 

of "Yokohama Suijo Eeisatsusho (Yokohama Harbor Polite Station), 

Meiji 39, Feb. 16th," a purple seal reading "Disinfected* Feb. 16, 

1906. Yokohama Sanitary Inspector," and official seal of Takaaki 

Kato, the Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

The eighth and last of the original Onishi colonists whose 

families still remain in the Houston area is Yonekichi Kagawa, who 

was born in 1887 at Hojo, Taga-mura, Shuso-gun, within the present 

administrative unit of Nyugawa-cho. Hojo is situated close to the 

blue water of the Setonaikai, the Japanese Mediterranean, and is 

entirely circled by flat rice fields.^® So close to the sea single 

crop rice fields are most in evidence, while farther inland fields 

which yield two crops a year prevail; but nevertheless the region 



is so fertile and prosperous that a saying goes that a family with, 

only five tan (1.225 acres) of rice fields can prosper. Yonekichi*s 

family owned eight tan and grew both rice and wheat on their land. 

After finishing his normal elementary education, Yonekichi 

went to Shuso Nosan Gakko (School of Farming and Sericulture of 

Shuso County) and received his diploma as a member of its first 

graduating class. An invitàtion from the Onishi farm near Wharton 

reached the Shuso Nosan Gakko, and Yonekichi was honored with a 

recommendation by school officials as one of the two top students 

nominated for a position in Texas. Yonékichi arrived at Vancouver 

in 1907 with a travelling group consisting of two young unmarried 

men and several families, all destined for the newly.incorporated 

and solidly financed Onishi colony. 

Although Yonekichi was a youth of just twenty years, he was 

appointed supervisor of some thirty laborers of many races and 

nationalities, including Negroes, White Russians, and Mexicans. 

His new home was a farm located about eighty miles west of Webster 

and seven miles from Pierce which operated more than 2,000 acres 

at one time. Three-fourths of the acreage was devoted to rice 

cultivation, and the remainder was planted in cotton or worked by 

tenant Mexicans or Negroes. Yonekichi was not altogether lonesome 

for companionship, because there were two other Japanese full-time 

employees to keep the financial books and regulate accounts with the 

sharecroppers. 

Early in the 20th century mechanization and automation had 

not greatly affected the rice Industry, and in an era of man and 

horse power a farm as extensive as the Onishi enterprise was con- 
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sidered quite large. The end of the first World War meant a sharp 

lessening in the demand for rice, which in turn drastically slashed 

prices. The going wartime rate for rice was $15.00 a hundred pounds, 

but in the postwar period the same product netted $3.50 and then 

$3*00. Strangely enough, large farms with high overhead and rising 

labor costs felt the pinch more acutely than did small individual 

holdings. In 1924 the Onishis were finally forced to dissolve the 

company, sell their land to meet back wages and outstanding obligations, 

and release their employees. 

With the money saved from his salary Tonekichi began truck 

farming on 50 acres near Houston. Times were bad, and the Kagawas 

served as their own field hands, with the occasional help of two 

or three Mexicans. Gradually a semblance of prosperity returned 

to the depressed farm belt. The industrial revolution brought 

an age of machinery -- tractors and power equipment to supplant the 

slow-moving mule, and modern trucks to bring produce to Houston 

markets quickly and economically. Thanks to his experience and 

advanced schooling Tonekichi has weathered the vicissitudes of the 

last three eventful decades relatively easily, and he is still 

working actively as a truck farmer in Webster. 

***«*«« 

"La grande ville est un rouleau de nivellement In a 

great city composite ethnie groups live side by side, and there 
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all national characters and characteristics merge in the crucible 

of an enormous melting-pot. In 1899 Houston ranked 75th in 

population among American urban centers and was growing fast, 

and it was not unnatural for the city to add an Oriental element 

to its already polyglot society. It is likewise not surprising 

that foremost among the earliest Japanese town-dwellers whose 

activities can be traced with any degree of certitude were 

restaurant proprietors, for Japanese cooking still is today renowned 

on the west coast and larger eastern cities. 

The pioneer Houston restaurateur - was "Okasaki Tom Brown,* 

whose establishment at 1111 Congress Avenue was one of the favorite 

resorts of Houstonians in the gay 1890's.^3 Nobody remembers the 

exact date or circumstances of his advent in Harris County;^ but 

it is known that Gkasaki, whose correct given name was Tsunekichl, 

came from Mitsu-gun in Okayama prefecture. Records of his 

spectacular success in Houston are more complete. Gkasaki served 

American food (yoshoku) at exceptionally cheap cost, with standard 

entries on the menu averaging 15-25 cents for a full-course meal. 

So popular was this policy that soon Gkasaki was able to operate an 

art store and a chain of three restaurants, although his tries at 

absentee rice farming in Webster and Sheldon were ruined by unseason¬ 

able heavy rain. This was the first of several misfortunes which led 

to Okasaki's decision to return to Japan after World War I and purchase 

a hotel. For example, his store on Main Street in Houston, which 

specialized in the sale of Japanese art goods, burned to the ground 

after the building next door caught fire. 

The ups and downs of Okasaki's fortunes can be traced in the 



city directories of Houston* The volume for 1900-1901 does not 

contain his name, hut the next year this entry appears: 

Okasaki Tom Brown (Japanese), propr Jap¬ 
anese restaurant, 1111 Congress ave, r. 
same. 2.^5 

Okasaki's name is listed in each directory from 1902 to 1919, and 

in the copies for 1907-1913 he paid extra for large raised type.^ 

In 1911-1912 one can note the words "JAPANESE ART STORE (Okasaki 

Co.), Japanese art goods, 715 Main., and also "JAPAN ART & TEA 

CO. (Junzo Fujino, Tom Brown Okasaki, Yoshimatsu Konlshi), dlrs in 

18 
Japanese art goods and tea, 620 Main. Fh. Preston 2533." The 

next year* s hook mentions neither store, perhaps revealing the date 

of the fire. Instead, under the heading "OKASAKI TOM BROWN, PR0FR," 

we find: 

Japanese restaurants, 1111 Congress ave, Fh. Pr. 

6714» and 407 Travis, Ph. Pr. 2972, also propr 
Eagle cafe, chop suey parlor, ne cor Travis, Prairie 
ave, Ph. Pr. 1767, r. Hll£ Congress ave. 2.19 

Okasaki was an important leader among the Houston area Japanese. His . 

restaurant was the place where Japanese rice farmers and their 

friends and families gathered for celebration days. He employed many 

Japanese as waiters, including the famous exile Sen Katayama, who was 

banished from Japan for his prominence in the labor movement. Futher- 

more, Okasaki Invited at least two Japanese to come to Houston; and 

together they formed the nucleus of the Japanese community in the city 

of Houston. 

The late Otsukichl Matsumoto was born in 1330 in Tanai, Kuga- 

gun, Xamaguchi prefecture, a city located on the narrow shore of the 

Setonalkai. fanai is a port which links the coast with the Japanese 



inland waterway system and the center of region concentrating in 

20 
the production of rice. It is said that the Mat sumo to s were 

landed farmers. We do not know Otsukichi's motives for leaving his 

country, but there were so many emigrants from the southern coastal 

part of Yamaguchi prefecture that it is quite possible that he 

decided to go abroad with his friends or relatives. Otsukichi was 

about eighteen years old when he travelled to the Hawaiian Islands, 

which would place the date in 1893, the last year for contract 

laborers to be admitted legally to the islands. 

The problem of a labor supply was always bothersome to the 

large planters of Oahu. The importation of Portuguese, German, and 

. Norwegian workers was too expensive; and the islanders shared the 

hostility to Chinese settlers felt on the .American mainland, passing 

21 
an exclusion act in 1887. Japanese immigrants were encouraged 

as the answer to the labor shortage, and under the influence of the 

plantocracy the Hawaiian kingdom negotiated a convention with 

22 
Tokyo in 1886 which resulted in the entry of 29,132 Japanese people. 

Immediately private immigrant companies mushroomed to arrange for 

their transportation and employment. Some of these firms abused 

their responsibilities and extorted funds from the innocent travellers, 

so that from 1894 to 1898 immigration agents were strictly licensed 

and supervised by the government.^ By the latter date Japanese 

settlers accounted for 40 per cent of the Hawaiian population. 

Annexation of the Islands by the United States in 1898 terminated all 

immigration agreements with Japan.^ Although both countries still 

permitted the entry of free individual immigrants, American authorities 
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banned contract laborers altogether from any of their territorial 

possessions. 

. Otsnkichi's widow does not know the story of her husband's 

stay in Hawaii, except that he worked on a sugar plantation until 

he joined the large numbers of Japanese who continued their exodus 
\ 

to San Francisco and the mainland.^** His first job was as waiter 

and house-boy in the home of an American colonel; but, after he 

have saved the necessary amount of money, Otsukichi started an 

American restaurant in Oakland with two other men from his home 

town of ?anai. The cafe was very popular, partly due to the fact 

that meals cost just 10 cents. The proprietors celebrated news of 

their country's victories in the Russo-Japanese War with free wine 

for all customers. 

After the earthquake disaster in San Francisco in 1906, 

Matsumoto accepted an invitation from Tsunekichi Okasaki to leave 

California for Houston, where he helped Okasaki in his rice farm 

enterprise as well as his restaurants. Later, when Okasaki returned 

to Japan, Otsukichi and two other Japanese employees, Numano and 

Asami, tookiuaver the management of the restaurant chain. During the 

Great Depression of the 1930's he had a hard time paying his debts 

and briefly was forced to .work in another restaurant; but later he 

again became independent, operating a small "Japanese" cafe cater¬ 

ing to a Negro clientele with strictly American food. An interesting 

footnote is that the name "Japanese Restaurant" had to be changed 

to "U. S. Cafe" during World War II. Otsukichi passed away in 1947» 

but his widow and children still live in Houston. 

Kuniemon Sando was born in 1884 in Osaki, a settlement of 
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Ha chihama-mura , Kojima-gun, Okayama prefecture. Hachihama-mura, the 

present Hachihama-machi, is located on the northern coast of Kojima 

Peninsula. It faces the city of Okayama over the water of Eojima 

Bay, an indentation of the Setonaikai. This area features narrow 

strips of rice fields and picturesque hills about 200-300 meters high.' 

As often is the case with early pioneers, the profession of the Sando 

family is not quite clear. Host likely they were rice fanners, with 

additional holdings of forest and non-irrigated fields on which they 

grew enough vegetables and greens to supply their needs* Kuniemon 

was drafted into the army during the Russo-Japanese War and served 

overseas in Manchuria. 

After his return to civilian life Kuniemon also heeded the 

Invitation by his former neighbor, Tsunèkichl Okasaki, to emigrate 

to Texas and help on his rice farms. He arrived in Houston by 

way of San Francisco in 1907 and became a manager of the tract owned 

jointly by Okasaki and another Japanese investor, Iwamura. The farm 

consisted of acreage both in Sheldon and in Webster $ and, since rice 

techniques in Texas required that the soil be rested after three 

years of cultivation, the fields were worked alternately. The weather 

was not favorable and heavy rainfall drowned the crop, causing the 

Okasaki farm to fail and Iwamura to return to Japan. So Kuniemon 

became affiliated with the Okasaki restaurants in Houston. After 

World War I he operated an American-style cafe with the name "Japanese 

Restaurant" on Travis Street. In the early 1930's Sando started truck 

fanning in Spring Branch and began to engage in the produce business, 

but soon afterwards an unfortunate accident took his life. 
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******* 

i 

? 

So far in this chapter two of the many threads in the tapestry 

of Japanese residents in the Houston area have been considered — the 

families and friends of the original rice farm pioneers and the 

Japanese restaurateurs and their successors. This section will 

discuss eleven other settlers, relatively late-comers, whose first 

migration was to the Pacific coast or who drifted aimlessly to the 

United States through the port of Galveston. Here they and their 

children have found a permanent home and today form a significant 

part of the Japanese community in Harris County. 

The foremost among these settlers was Saburo Aral, who was 

born in 1866 as the son of a samurai family in Xoita-machi, Santo- 

gun, Niigata-ken, on the island of Honshu. His native town, Toita, 

is located on a narrow valley between high mountains and the Shinano 

27 
River, which eventually wends its way to Niigata, a city facing 

i 

the Sea of Japan. In this "Ura Nihon" area heavy snowfall during the 

winter often disrupts transportation facilities. Saburo was the 

third son; aid, since the Meiji Restoration took away the privileged 

status of samurai from his family, he was once sent to a wholesale 

dealer as his adopted heir. Saburo was so unhappy and dissatisfied 

with his lot that he ran away to Tokyo, which had been named the new 

capital of Japan in 1868. The training he had hitherto received was 
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undoubtedly an Oriental one, including studies in Chinese classics 

and the teachings of Confucius; but in Tokyo he acquired an Occidental 

education and studied English in a Catholic school in Tsukiji. 

Burning with ambition and disliking the narrow and feudalistic 

atmosphere of Japan, Saburo sailed away from his native. land when he 

was eighteen years old and landed at San Francisco in 1884, having 

earned enough money in Tokyo to pay his passage to .America. 

Upon his arrival he attended high school and also worked as 

a "school boy.* One historian has described these student immigrants 

in these words: 

••.the first wave of Japanese Immigrants was one of 
students, notlaborers—eager, adventurous, intelligent young 
men attracted by accounts of the exciting new knowledge to 
be had in America.29 

Until 1890 the large majority of Japanese immigrants to the United 

States were students. Those who could not afford to go to school 

full time supported themselves by outside work to finance their 

studies. It is said that Saburo started to work as a manual laborer 

for room, board, and spending money of 50 cents a week, all of whifch 

he devoted to his books. Later he found work in an Oakland hotel at 

a better salary, but still practically all his earnings went for his 

schooling. In a few years his persistence was rewarded, as he gradu¬ 

ated from high school in Oakland. 

During this period Saburo was converted to Christianity by 

Dr. Garris, a Methodist missionary, and was baptized. He also went 

to night school because he was so eager to increase his knowledge. 

Among his Interests was the science of horticulture, which later 

led to his life-long profession; but he also read widely in Latin, 
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Greek and law. In 1904 Saburo became famous by an exhibit at the 

world's fair In St. Louis, an attractive miniature Japanese village 

which he prepared in collaboration with 7. Kushihiki, a well-known 

Japanese-American showman. Saburo had a flair for originality, and 

his display of Japanese plants, flowers, dancing, plays, musift, 

magic, kendo and .jujutsu (wrestling) attracted people's attention 

and drew huge crowds.3® After this success Saburo returned to Japan? 

in order to realize his scheme of selling Japanese-made novelties 

to an American wholesale drug house as an advertising and sales 

*' device which proved profitable for everyone concerned. 

In 1906 Aral returned to the United States and began to raise 

rice in El Campo, Texas. After a poor first year the second season 

was prosperous. When Teisho Takeda and Jotaro Tamamoto of Mitsui 

Bussan Company decided to sell their nursery in Alvin and return to 

Japan, Saburo took over their business. This happened some time 

before 1910. Coincidentally one of the mandarin species of oranges, 

the Satsuma, which was originally imported from Japan to the United 

States in the 1870's, was introduced to the Gulf coast of Texas, 

where the climate and soil proved highly suitable Among the many 

people who began to cultivate small trees of Satsuma was Saburo Aral, 

who planted 300 acres in young plants purchased in Japan. Unfortu¬ 

nately a severe freeze in November, 1911, killed his trees, but 

despite this failure Saburo went ahead with his nursery business, 

moving to Genoa from Alvin. He imported Japanese seeds and small 

trees directly from Japan until the United States Department of 

Agriculture banned the entry of live plants in the second decade 

of the 20th century. He obtained seeds and bulbs from Holland and 



California and raised evergreens and flowering shrubbery* 

At the peak of his suecess Saburo hired about a hundred people, 

including Caucasians and Mexicans as well as Japanese helpers* Oil 

was found on his land, and by selling the mineral rights to his Genoa 

property to the Humble Oil and Refining Company Saburo was able to 

overcome the heavy debts accruing from the failure of his nursery in 

Alvin* In 1942 he moved his nursery to a more convenient spot near 

Ellington Field and built a new sales outlet near Forest Park Cemetery, 

as well as a branch store on Main Street in Houston. 

Saburo overcame all financial problems and became known as 

one of the outstanding nursery men in Houston. Samples of his work 

can be seen today in the grounds of the Houston City Hall, the 

Veterans Administration Hospital on the Almeda Road, the City Zoo, 

the new Houston Police Headquarters, and the gardens which belong 

to Humble Oil and Refining Company. He also planted the magnolia 

trees on the north side of Buffalo Drive* At one time or another 

many Japanese stayed in his nursery and gained the necessary 

experience to be independent operators in their own business later* 

For example, Kosaku Sawada, who is called the "Camellia King* in 

Alabama, was once a manager of the branch office of the Aral nursery 

in Mobile. On the death of this fine nursery proprietor in June, 

1951, the Houston Chronicle ran an article titled "Leader of Japanese 
* 

oo 
Colony Dies" with his picture and the subtitle, "Pioneer nurseryman,"^ 

which Saburo would have liked. The nursery is still maintained by 

Mrs. Aral and one of her two daughters, both of idiom graduated from 

the Rice Institute. 



Another late-comer was Mitsutaro Kobayashi, who was born in 

1B77 in a settlement called Shinya, a suburb of the city of Fukuyama, 

Hiroshima prefecture. At that time Shinya was within the administra¬ 

tive unit of Nogami-mura, but it has since been annexed by the city 

of Fukuyama, which is situated on the coast of Setouchi, the Inland 

Sea. Fukuyama was the heart of a small plain irrigated by the water 

of the Ashida River. There one sees flat rice fields and mulberry 

trees planted between the levees.^ The climate of this area is 

quite similar to the northern coast of Shikoku, for the winter is 

always mild and the summer sun is hot and very bright. 

Mitsutaro was the second son of a farm family which owned 

and cultivated unaided about one cho and five tan of rice field. He 

was a smart student and finished elementary school earlier than his 

fellow pupils, but he had to delay his entrance in high school in 

Fukuyama until he was nineteen years old because he was needed on 

his father's farm. Fukuyama was the castle town of the Abe clan 

until the Melji Restoration, and it was not unusual for the sons 

of ex-samurai from that region to go to Tokyo to study. With this 

background Mitsutaro gained permission to go to the capital and 

enroll in the Kuramae Koto Kogyo (Kuramae Technical College — 

since 1927 the Tokyo Institute of Technology), where he majored in 

mechanical engineering. 

After his graduation the youth had two choices for his 

livelihood. He could either be a military man, a prospect which did 

not appeal to him, or he could go abroad. 2h either case he had to 

make money to help his family out of debt back home in Hiroshima 

prefecture. Mitsutaro left Japan in 1904 in the company of the 
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president of Kuramae Technical College on board a British ship, and 

on August 3rd landed at the port of San Francisco as an immigrant. 

His cousin, an employee of the San Francisco branch office of the 

Yokohama Shokin Bank, obtained a job for him at the Union Iron Works, 

a shipbuilding yard; but unfortunately working conditions were poor. 

Japanophobla was mounting gradually in California, his salary was 

Inadequate, and the other laborers resented his advanced education. 

For these reasons Mitsutaro quit and went to Suisun, where he worked 

in an orchard picking and packing French plums at better wages. 

Through an acquaintance named Morioka he was introduced to Seito 

Salbara, and soon departed for Texas and a position on the Saibara 

farm. 

A boom in the lumber business in Houston around the year 

1907 attracted his attention, and Kobayashi went to a lumber yard 

in the city and became a boss of the Japanese workers who entered 

Texas from Mexico at that time. These immigrants proved to be mere 

transients, though, quickly leaving for California with their 

earnings, so Hitsutaro became an engineer cm the Sakai rice farm, 

a 2,000 acre tract west of Houston. Ultimately Insufficient water 

made the enterprise fail. Mitsutaro then found work on another farm, 

but finally he decided to be an independent farmer and gave up both 

his career as an engineer and aU hope to go to the eastern part of 

the United States. Learning of the successful cultivation of 

Satsuma tangerines in the Gulf coast area, he ordered small Satsuma 

trees from Nagoya, Japan, and planted them on his twenty acres of 

land near Webster, only to face failure again when the sharp sudden 

freeze of 1911 hurt his orchard. However, his attempt to grow 
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cucumbers between the orange trees in following seasons proved so 

successful that he decided to settle in Webster as a truck farmer. 

Until about 1913 he shipped his goods principally to Dallas, 

Waco, Oklahoma City, Kansas City, Chicago, St. Louis, and even 

New York City in the spring time and to local markets in the winter. 

During the first World War Mitsutaro obtained seeds of Kyoto Tenno.11 

kabu (Tennoji turnip of Kyoto). This kabu grew well for about three 

years in the soil of Webster and sold well to Houston distributors. 

Eventually he purchased more land and enlarged his scale of operations, 

hiring Mexicans as his helpers. Among the properties he obtained 

was the rice farm in Webster once owned by Iwajiro Onishi, but most 

of his land was bald prairie that needed clearing. Mit su taro 

Kobayashi is still active in truck farming despite his advanced age. 

Hachiro Sawamura was born in 1882 in Arie settlement, Miya- 

mura, Kaiso-gun, Wakayama prefecture. Arie, which is now incorporated 

in the city of Wakayama, consists of a single flat rice field enriched 

by the alluvial soil of the Kino-kawa (Ki River) The Sawamura 

family were farmers who cultivated two cho of rice land, but since 

Hachiro was the fifth son he went to his uncle's home as an adopted 

heir. Then his aunt bore a son, and Hachiro found that he was no 

longer needed in his new home. He was drafted in the last stage of 

the Russo-Japanese War, but he did not have to go any farther than 

Osaka and upon his return decided to go to Texas. One of the close 

acquaintances of his adopted mother had known Yoshimatsu Kishi, a 

successful farmer near Beaumont, who employed about eighty Japanese. 

It was not an unusual phenomenon for the people in his native area 

to go abroad. There were many who stayed in a foreign land and sett 
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money to their own homes In "Wakayama prefecture, and so Eachiro 

thought that he could make money, too* 

Sawamura sailed from Yokohama In 1907 and arrived at the 

port of Seattle. It took him a week by train to come to Beaumont, 

, which he reached on the 8th of March. Very quickly he found that the 

environment of this farm was not suitable to him, and after four days 

with the help of Kishi he moved to the nursery operated by Saburo Irai 

in Alvin. Fiye months later he moved again, mainly because of the 

heat during the summer in Texas, and worked as a grape picker in 

Fresno. Then he moved to Los Angeles, hoping to go to a cooking 

school but finding to his sorrow that the school was dosed. In two 

months he spent all the money he had earned in Fresno and went to 

Santa Barbara, where he became a sharecropper in 1909, operating a 

truck farm on thirteen acres of land for a year and a half. 

With the money he acquired in Santa Barbara Eachiro returned 

to Texas and in 1910 accepted the suggestion by a former fellow 

worker in the Aral nursery that he raise onions in the Rio Grande 

valley. Again misfortune dogged him and once more he lost all. his 

money. Discouraged and penniless, Hachiro came to Houston and 

started working as a dishwasher in one of Okasaki's Japanese 

restaurants. Six months later he became the chief cook. Shortly 

after this the owner of a Japanese restaurant in Galveston left for 

Florida to open another dining place, so Sawamura bought the 

Galveston cafe in 1911 and operated it continuously until 1922. At 

first he served meals for a Caucasian clientele, but later changed 

his customers to Negroes. His basic policy of small profits and 

good service made his restaurant successful. During this period 
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Ha chir o also engaged twice in cattle raising, in Blessing and in 

Webster; but soon he returned to Galveston. 

On January 1, 1923, Sawamura moved to Houston and opened the 

"Japanese Restaurant," which served yoshoku (American food) to 

Negroes. Later he moved to a new site on McKinney Street, where 

he became noted for his 10 cent meals. Between 1928 and 1931 he 

lived in Beaumont and helped a restaurant regain its financial feet, 

but his main interest remained his diner on McKinney Street, which 

he ran until his retirement in January, 1948. Sawamura now is 

content to enjoy life in Houston, savoring his Midas-like reputation 

among his countrymen, who feel that once he began to operate a restau¬ 

rant, anywhere, it was always sure to make money, as if by magic. 

Another restaurateur was Monsaburo Sasaki, who was born in 

Kbya, Honda-mura, Kitakambara-gun, Niigata prefecture in 1881. Koya 

is located at the edge of the Echigo plain near the Sea of Japan and 

is surrounded by wet rice fields which yield one crop each year.^ 

During the winter Echigo is often covered with snow, and cloudy skies 

prevail day after day. Monsaburo was the first son of a family which 

owned three cho of rice land, partly cultivated by tenants, so that 

his motives for emigration are not known; but regardless he did leave 

Japan and went to Hawaii on August 16, 1901. There he worked on a 

sugar plantation for five years until he was swept up by -the tide of 

Japanese migration to California and came to San Francisco on March 

19, 1906. He was caught in the earthquake disaster of San Francisco, 

so he went to Ogden, Utah, and labored on railroad construction, 

sugar beet farms, and many other tasks. 

Sasaki came to the Texas Gulf coast in 1910 and was employed 



as a helper In several Japanese restaurants both in Galveston and 

Hoa&ton, including those owned by Hachiro Sawamura and Teiji Kato. 

For three years in the late 1920's he operated his own voshoku cafes 

in Galveston and Houston, but then moved to Beaumont to operate an 

eating place until 1932. Later he returned to Houston to run the 

same type of restaurant for several months. Monsaburo was not so 

lucky as Hachiro Sawamura; and he had to sell his cafe and seek 

work again in Sawamura*s establishment, where he remained until his 

retirement in 1951. Be now lives quietly with a Japanese family in 

Houston. 

Fukutaro Akagi was bom in 1877 in Shlnyashlki, Makane-mura, 

Kibi-gun, Okayama prefecture, a part of present Makane-machi. 

Shlnyashikl is located between the cities of Okayama and Hiroshima 

in the rice field area on the eastern bank of the Ashlmori River, 

which eventually runs into the Bay of Kojima,^ The area produces 

lush crops twice a year, including rice and its special regional 

product, I-gusa (rush grass). The Akagi family owned little land, 

but rented fields from the landlords who resided in the neighboring 

county of Tsukubo. 

Since Fukutaro was the third son, and therefore ineligible for 

an inheritance, and because he was slightly too short to be acceptable 

for military service, prospects looked slim in his homeland; and he 

decided to leave his country to earn his living. In 1899 he found 

that Kumamoto Imin Goshi Gaisha (Kumamoto Immigrant Limited Partner¬ 

ship Company), an emigrant aid agency, was gathering a band of 

volunteers to go to the Hawaiian Islands as field workers for sugar 

. lX‘ 

plantations. The company, one of many similar firms established in 
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1898, had a branch office near the city of Okayama and took care 

of every arrangement for his trip. Fukutaro*s family paid his train 

fare to Yokohama, where the travellers boarded the Hong Kppg-maru. 

a 6,500 ton steamer belonging to the Tokyo Kisen Gaisha (Tokyo 

Steamship Company). After a brief visit in Honolulu he was sent to 

Kilauea on Kauai, an island located just to the northwest of the island 

of Oahu, with thirty other Japanese from the prefectures of Hiroshima, 

Yamaguchi, and Okayama. 

In Kilauea Fukutaro worked directly under a plantation manager, 

producing and refining sugar. One writer has described the Japanese 

who came to the Hawaiian Islands in the following words: "The story 

of those thousands who came during the peak years from 1886 to 1907 

is brave, pathetic, and shows little variation.*^ Work on the 

sugar plantation was backbreaking. Around 1901 he and his colleagues 

learned that they were no longer bound by the terms of their contract,^ 

but Fukutaro did not mind hard labor and stayed on the same plantation 

until 1903* Still, the depressed price of sugar did not offer a 

hopeful long-range view for the future; and so he decided to follow 

the hundreds of his countrymen departing for the American mainland. 

Akagi landed in San Francisco in March, 1903, and began to 

seek work. While he was lodging at Iemoto Byokan (lemoto Hotel), a 

Japanese boarding house, he learned that the Southern Pacific Railroad 

was in need of section hands. With several friends he went to Nevada. 

The practice of employing Japanese laborers on western railways had 

began as early as 1891.^® On lines in the states of Washington, 

Oregon, Montana, and Idaho workers were usually paid $1.50-1.75 a 

day, while wages on the Hawaiian sugar plantations early in the 20th 
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century were only $16*00 a month Fukutaro started working north 

from Reno with 49 other Japanese under the supervision of a Japanese 

"bookman, " who was the only one of the gang who understood English* 

He worked from March to December, 1903. 

Often railroading furnished the Japanese the opportunity and 

experience to obtain better jobs and professions,^ and this proved 

the case so far as Fukutaro was concerned. Until 1914 he worked for 

the Union Pacific Railroad, the Oregon Short Une, the Denver and 

Rio Grande Western, and for a feeder line branching from a copper 

mine in Bingham Canyon in Utah, with a brief three month respite on 

a sugar beet field* In Bingham Canyon Fukutaro encountered a man 

named Masaki, who was acting as land broker for an American who owned 

land near Houston* Ibanks to this accidental connection Akagi decided 

to devote the money he had accumulated to a new career, and he bought 

thirty acres in Sheldon, Texas, in 1914* The land was untouched 

prairie, but Seito Saibara and his workers came to his aid with mules 

and helped to clear and plow the field. Fukutaro became a truck 

farmer and gradually Increased his holdings and possessions* After 

the war he cultivated cotton for about three years but abandoned the 

idea when the crop proved unprofitable* Every other day Fukutaro 

shipped his produce by wagon to the city market in Houston, until in 

1918 for the first time he bought a truck* At present the large 

chain outlets of Henke & Pillot and Weingarten's distribute his goods. 

Aside from his only son Torata and his brother-in-law, Kojiro Hiramatsu, 

a native of Nagae, Makane-mura, Fukutaro Akagi has used Mexican and 

Negro help in building his business to its current large scale* 

Another noteworthy Japanese immigrant was Kosaku Amamoto, who 
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was bom In 1890 In Hatazaki settlement of Himekata, Kisato-mura, 

Miyaki-gun, Saga prefecture, on the southerly Island of Kyushu. 

Hatazaki is located on the northeastern edge of the Tsukushi plain, 

one of the major areas of level land on the mountainous Island. 

There the pattern of land holding follows the subdivisions of the 

handen system, which reveals the traditions and long history of 

Tsukushi, which has for centuries been praised for its good fortune.^ 

Kosaku Amamoto still remembers the folklore told him as a little child 

by his father. According to legend the Tsushima islands, an 

archipelago lying between Kyushu and Korea, were the home of So, the 

head of the Tsushima clan. So was not a wealthy lord, and one day 

his lunch of brown millets, the poor man's fare of Japan, attracted 

the attention of Tokugawa Shogun. Tokugawa felt so sorry for his 

vassal that So was given possession of three villages, including 

Kisato-mura, where there was an abundance of rice production. 

The elder Amamoto was once a village mayor in Kisato-mura 

and owned forest as well as rice and dry fields. Numbers of tenants 

cultivated his land. In addition to rice, fmx trees were planted as 

an Important secondary produce of the land. Nobody in this village 

had gone abroad until two of Kosaku's older brothers left Japan for 

the United States, wanting to open a new world. Although Kosaku was 

the fifth son and did not have any obligation to his family, his 

parents wanted him to stay in Japan; but by the time he graduated 

from Kurume Commercial High School Kosaku had made up his mind to 

go overseas, too. After he entered Waseda University in Tokyo, he 

obtained a passport with the stated purpose of studying in the 

United States; and his application for admission to Woodsberry 
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Business College in Los Angeles was approved. 

He arrived at San Francisco in 1910. For three months he 

became a "school bpy* to familiarize himself with English and then 

moved to Whittier, California, where his brother was operating a 

farm. There for a year he attended a night school where Christian 

instructors were teaching various subjects in English*^ During this 

period he worked not only on his brother's farm but also as an 

elevator operator, a bell hop in a hotel, and a ward attendant in a 

hospital. Then he entered Whittier College, hoping to be a T.M.C.A. 

worker, since he had been strongly influenced by his missionary 

teachers; but after a year he had to leave school to help in his 

brother's orange grove. 

In 1919 Kosaku moved to Texas with bis brother to manage a 

truck farm near San Antonio, ^his enterprise was a failure, however, 

for crops needed an abundance of water during the summer season and 

they were unable to afford irrigation or a deep well. They struggled 

for four years in San Antonio and for a tin» operated a florist shop 

as well. Kosaku moved to the Japanese community in Houston in 1923. 

After working in Saburo Aral's nursery in Genoa for a year, he invited 

his brother to join him and then the two started truck farming on 

forty acres near Houston. The tract was prairie land and had to be 

cleared before it could produce crops. After three years Kosaku's 

brother, who was anxious for his children to receive a Japanese 

language education, left for California to engage 1À the business of 

exporting shrimp. Then Kosaku moved to the UacGregor Park section 

of Houston and became a wholesale florist, naming his establishment 

"Tamato Garden." He took a calculated risk and did not build green- 
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houses f so that when freezes came for three consecutive winters his 

shop went into bankruptcy. Afterwards Kosaku worked as a gardener 

and gradually built a small nursery of his own, and now he works In 

a greenhouse called Dutch Mill Garden while tending commercial flower 

beds beside his house. 

Houston newspapers have upon occasion printed feature articles 

telling the story of Minoru Okabayashi,^ who was born In 1897 in 

Kawamata, Ogawa-mura, Agawa-gun, Kochi prefecture, a very rugged 

geographical region in Shikoku. Only 5 per cent of Kochi prefecture 

is flat land, and the small settlement of Kawamata is located in 

the remaining 95 per cent of mountain area. The hamlet is surrounded 

by hills 600-900 meters high, and little rice cultivation is possible. 

In Minoru's boyhood days the rocky slopes were covered with Indigo 

trees, and all around was the forest.^ 

Although his father, Gikichl, was the only physician (an herb 

doctor, but still the only doctor) in the neighborhood and although 

Minoru himself longed to be a doctor, education costs were so 

prohibitive that only one member of the Okabayashi family was able 

to receive modem Occidental training and attend medical school in 

Kumamoto. So Minoru entered Kochi Norln Gakko (Kochi Agriculture 

and Forestry School). Since he was a product of the wooded area of 

the prefecture, his natural interest in forestry induced him to be 

a civil servant in the forest division of the local government. In 

the meantime his father was in such dire need of financial help to 

support his oldest son's studies at Kumamoto Medical School that 

the village mayor of Ogawa-mura recommended that he go to the 

United States to earn money. Gikichi concurred, and in 1917 he 



asked Minoru to join him in America* 

Minoru left the port of Kobe at the age of nineteen years and 

nine months, just before his time for military service became due* 

In the United States he planned to learn English and prepare himself 

for a medical career, but after his arrival in San Francisco he 

quickly found that his hope vas hard to realize* His father had to 

vork on a farm in order to send home money to his family, but he 

eventually vent back to Japan vhen his dream vas fulfilled and his 

first-born son earned his degree and began his medical career* 

Minoru stayed in the United States. As a graduate of a technical 

agricultural school he had no objection to farm vork and until 1920 

lived in a suburb of Los Angeles, laboring on a truck farm* Yet 

the price of vegetables stayed lov, he vas not paid veil, and 

Minoru began to consider another move. 

In the summer of 1920 he met a Texas Japanese, Jingu, from 

San Antonio* Jingu urged Minoru to come to Texas, vhere vegetable 

prices vere allegedly much higher. Rental farm land vas scarce, 

hovever, until a new acquaintance, the younger brother of Yoshimatsu 

Klshi, encountered Minoru by chance in San Antonio and asked him 

to come to Terry in Orange County to vork on the Klshi farm* Minoru 

started to vork on this farm, together with many other Japanese from 

California* Strawberries and vegetables vere the major products, 

but available markets vere too small. Furthermore, the vide open, 

endless vistas of the Texas prairie made these Japanese lonesome, so 

that many returned home after earning the necessary wages* Minoru 

still stayed in Texas, though he moved in succession to Beaumont, 

then to Yoakum, and finally to Webster. There he helped on the 
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Kobayashi farm and the Aral nursery. Later he worked as a gardener 

in Houston. 

In 1934 he opened his own truck farm north of Houston. It 

was his conviction, long before his wanderings brought him to Webster, 

that even small scale truck farming in the suburbs of a big city could 

be operated at a profit. However, for years fate was against him. In 

1936 a heavy rainfall ruined all his tomatoes. He returned to gar¬ 

dening work for about two years to earn capital, but soon after he 

reopened his truck farming a flood came and swept away all his 

vegetables. After another interlude working as a gardener with 

Kosaku Amamoto he tried again, and this time he was fortunate. Over 

the years he has been able to increase his ownings and now farms 140 

acres, hiring 50 helpers in busy seasons. He ships his goods to 

wholesale stores in Houston, trusts his produce to commission 

merchants, and trucks vegetables to Dallas, Beaumont, and San Antonio* 

Kojiro Toshida was born in 1875 in the city and jprëfeèture^df 

Wakayama. His father was the adopted heir of a draper in the down¬ 

town district of Wakayama, but he lost his property when Kojiro was 

a small boy. So the whole family had to move to the countryside, to 

the settlement of Todoroki in Nokami-mura, Naga-gun, the elder Toshida's 

natal town, where Kojiro's father became a greengrocer. After finish¬ 

ing high school Kojiro returned to the city of Wakayama to work for 

five years in a fancy goods store. He was exempt from the draft 

because of kuiinogare (lfirt). Then he went to Osaka and stayed at 

the home of ai relative until letters from his close friend Ito, who 

was operating a bamboo goods store in the United States, persuaded 

him to leave for America. His passport states that his purpose was 
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"to study agriculture." His father provided him with the passage 

money, and all the arrangements for going abroad were handled by 

Kaigai Imin Kaisha (Overseas Immigrants Company). 

Kojiro left Yokohama on a British ship named Peru. After 

twenty-one days, on September 27, 1896, he arrived at San Francisco 

and met his friend, who arranged a job with a man named Kawasaki, 

who was also from Wakayama prefecture. Kawasaki owned a bamboo 

goods store and taught his apprentice how to construct bamboo 

chairs and tables. After two months Kojiro bravely opened a shop 

of his own, though at that time he only knew two phrases in English» 

"How much?" and "Thank you." hi those days San Francisco was.a 

community of travellers, and transients who came to the city for a 

short sojourn did not want to buy expensive furniture. So his 

business flourished.^ After two years Kojiro bought a bamboo store 

which was operated by one of his Japanese friends in Des Moines, Iowa, 

and with the cooperation of a namesake, Taizo Yoshida, opened a shop 

handling bamboo products and miscellaneous goods of Japanese manu¬ 

facture and origin. His sign board read "Yoshida Brothers, Japanese 

Store." During his four years in Iowa Kojiro became a Methodist. 

Earljr in the 20th century a Japanese version of bowling became 

very popular in the United States. The game was first exhibited by 

Y. Kushihlki^ at the St. Louis exposition in 1904. With one or two 

hired helpers Kojiro joined a travelling troupe of showmen and toured 

the country presenting demonstrations. He was on the road for about 

ten years with the Metropolitan Show, Murphy Show, Little John Show,, 

and other carnivals. Upon the advice of one of his Caucasian friends 

he went to Galveston in 1921 and opened a "rolling ball shop." Two 
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years later he started the "Nippon Art Shop," which was a kind of 

gift store dealing mainly in Japanese goods. Through his father and 

exporters in Kobe he obtained and sold stock items like the armor of 

Japanese knights in the feudal era, swords, and china curios. He 

also obtained goods from Japanese wholesale firms in San Francisco 

and New York, and the Horimura Shoteri^ provided him with expensive 

pieces of Japanese china. Since he handled both Italian and Japanese 

crockery, his business began to drop when the European War broke out 

and relationships between the United States and the Axis became tense. 

In 1941 he moved to Houston and bought a restaurant, which he operated 

for four years. After Pearl Harbor he accommodatingly changed the 

name "Japan Cafe" to "Kay's Cafe," but the restaurant was closed when 

he retired to private life in Houston in 1945* 

Teiji Kato was born in 1889 in Ichirakumura settlement, 

Takagawara-mura, Myozai-gun, Tokushima prefecture, within the Yo6hino 

rift valley on the eastern edge of Shikoku. Ichirakumura is one of 

many relatively dispersed units located close together on the lowlands 

south of the banks of the Yoshlno River.^ In this settlement, which 

was surrounded by rice fields and some indigo trees, the Kato family 

owned and farmed fields one cho and five tan in sise. 

Teiji was the fourth son and therefore free to leave his home, 

and consequently after the normal interval of schooling and three 

months in military service he went to sea. In turn he signed as 

deck hand on a coasting vessel with a regular run to Kochi and then 

on a freighter bound for Pusan, Korea. His hope was to join the 

crew of a more important ship, such as the liners plying between 

Japan and Europe; but to fulfill this dream he had to learn English. 
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In 1912 Teiji left Japan on board a German sailing-vessel of about 

10,000 tons, one of the largest In her class In the world, -"-he 

ship went first to Vladivostok, briefly returned to Japan for the 

final time, then voyaged past Capetown, stopped at the city of Hull 

In England, and finally arrived at her home port of Hamburg. Teiji 

left for London immediately afterwards and with the aid of the men 

in a sailors' boarding house became a crew member on a British South 

American liner, the Ardmount. 

When World War I began in 1914» the vessel was at Galveston; 

and a German ship anchored in the harbor immediately revealed herself 

as an armed cruiser and closed the outlet to the open sea. Since the 

Ardmount was a belligerent ship, she was obliged to remain in port 

for months. Realizing the danger and risk which he might have to 

take, Teiji with $5.00 in back wages and the blessing of his captain 

landed in the United States. Teiji knew that there were Chinese 

restaurants in Houston and walked all the way to the city after dark 

to avoid detection. He received shelter at the Japanese nursery of 

Saburo Aral and started to work on his rice farms, staying in Fykaira 

for two months and in Alvin for three more. From 1917 to 1918 he 

operated his own truck farm in Hitchcock and then cultivated cotton 

in Almeda and Mykawa for several years. Later in his career Kato 

opened a restaurant in Galveston, at first serving Caucasian customers 

but eventually catering to the Negro trade. Since 1930 he has operated 

a restaurant for Negroes in Houston called "Tom's Cafe." Since Negroes 

like to be served by Japanese, who are not reared with idea of racial 

prejudice against them, the restaurant d raws many customers and shows 

marked popularity. It serves voshoku and not Japanese meals. 



Two other Japanese on the list of late-comers remain for 

discussion» One, Baimo Murakami, was bora In 1897 In Sunari, Kanie- 

machi, Ama-gun, Alchl prefecture. Sunari is located on the alluvial 

plain of Nob!, about six miles west of the city limits of Nagoya» It 

is a compact settlement, surrounded by rice fields, with the Kanie 

River flowing through*, the village.^ Baimo*s father was a school 

teacher, and his mother took care of the family's small agricultural 

land» After normal schooling the lad worked In a cookie store In 

Nagoya for six years to learn the art of making sembel (rice crackers)» 

After his apprenticeship he returned home and opened a sembel shop» 

The hours were long, with six days spent In the bakery and the seventh 

in a trip to a wholesaler In Tsushima-ma chi to vend his crackers» 

After he found that he was not eligible for the draft because 

of his height, Baimo decided to open a sembel shop in Singapore, 

expecting help from a cousin) but, when he arrived at Singapore, he 

was not able to see his cousin as planned and promptly returned to 

Japan» Almost immediately he took passage on board a Japanese cargo 

ship which exchanged miscellaneous goods from Japan for cotton from 

the United States» The freighter sailed through the Panama Casai 

and reached Galveston on September 14» 1922. 

Baimo went directly to Houston, where he searched for Chinese 

and Japanese until he found the Toyozo Watanabe rice farm in Webster» 

He worked there less than a year, then went to Galveston to work in a 

florist shop, and later helped on the Kbbayashi farm. For five years 

he became a small independent trade farmer on about ten acres j but 

in the black year of 1929 he lost two of his three mules, gave up 

farming, and came to Houston and the restaurant business. From 1930 
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to 1937 he worked in the Oriental Cafe, a restaurant for Negroes, 

and then moved to his present site on West Dallas Street, cooperating 

with a partner named Ueno, from Eagawa prefecture, and hiring up to 

thirteen helpers when times were good. Since 1945 Murakami has 

operated this "U. M. Cafe" by himself. 

Last to keach Houston in this group was Shlkao Masuda, who was 

born in 1900 in the Hinoura part of Omine settlement of Kushiu-mura, 

Kita-gun, Ehime prefecture. Omine lies on the western margin of 

Shikoku facing lyo-nada (Iyo Sea). It is Situated on a little alluvial 

plain ringed on the south and east by mountains as tall as 400-450 

meters The Masudas were well-to-do faimers, cultivating rice, 

sweet potatoes, grain crops, and mulberry trees. Shlkao finished 

high school in Kushiu-mura and studied English through a correspondence 

course offered by Waseda University in Tokyo. Since he was exempt 

from the draft because of his height, he decided to go abroad to make 

his fortune and then return home, as many others from his native 

village were doing, including his older brother. 

Shlkao left Kobe on a Japanese cargo ship in the summer of 1923, 

reaching Boston, Massachusetts, on November 23 and Galveston on 

January 10, 1924. He worked for seventeen years in the Aral nursery. 

During that period he went to night school for six years, graduating 

from elementary school and learning to speak and write English. In 

1940 he became independent and moved to Almeda, where he operates his 

own nursery and serves as a horticulturist for a local chemical company. 

******* 



.76- 

Thus, in the few decades before Pearl Harbor Day many Japanese 

entered the Houston-Harris County area to stay. Although their 

motives and purposes for coming have varied, they now feel that this 

is their second native land; and most of them have resided in this 

immediate vicinity for the better part of their lives. However, 

another wave of newcomers has arrived since the end of World War II, 

Their origin differs from that of their predecessors, who all came 

to Texas voluntarily, whether their route was direct or indirect. 

The latest immigrants were living quietly and peacefully in homes on 

the west coast of North and South America when fighting began in the 

Pacific, and the hysteria of hatred and fear of the "yellow peril" 

drove them to the misery and inconvenience of relocation camps in 

the United States. After the war these Japanese families selected 

Harris County as their place for resettlement to make a totally new 

start, partly because of the existence of a numerous Japanese community 

and also because of the natural attraction of the growing metropolis 

of Houston, 

Bunichi Kawamoto is the most noteworthy of the group of 

Japanese presidentscoftthePPacific states of North America uprooted 

in the 1940's and transplanted after the war as a Houstonian, He was 

born in 1891 in Kirlyama, part of Shiji settlement, Shiya-mura, 

Takada-gun, Hiroshima prefecture. Kiriyama is located in a mountainous 

area where peaks tower 500-800 meters high. The small valleys between 

the mountains barely provide room for rice fields, and houses are 



scattered on the edge of the rice fields or cling to the slopes of 

the hills on dry fields tobacco and indigo trees used to be 

cultivated. The city of Hiroshima is thirty kilometers away on a 

twisting road winding among the mountains. 

The Kawamotos owned a rice field of eight tan, a dry field of 

two tan and two se, and about one cho of forest. It was a very 

common phenomenon in this area to spend about ten years abroad to 

make money and then return home. In a household where there were 

many sons, even as many as three boys would leave for foreign lands; 

and in the first decade of the 20th century there were many who went 

to Hawaii and the United States, especially in the years between 

1903 to 1905. It was natural, then, for Bunichi to consider emigra¬ 

tion, although his parents opposed the plan on the grounds that he 

was the first-born son and furthermore that he was still very young. 

After about a year he managed to persuade and convince his family to 

lend their consent and applied to join a group of contract laborers 

bound for Mexico. 

As one of the conditions of the settlement of the San Francisco 

school board Incident, the President of the United States, Theodore 

Roosevelt, kept his promise and issued an executive order, dated 

March 14, 1907, to curtail the influx of Japanese Immigrants from 

"any country other than the United States" or from "any insular 

possession. The decree was based on a bill which passed the House 

of Representatives in February, 1907. Direct immigration to the 

United States was to be curtailed by the new Gentlemen's Agreement 

of 1907-1908, which supplemented an older pact negotiated in 1900. 

For its part, the Japanese government restrained itself in issuing 
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passports to America only to "non-laborers," "relatives," "former 

residents" and "settled agriculturists.Bunichi was not able to 

meet these qualifications for admission to the United States, but 

he learned through the newspapers that the Tairiku Imin Gaisha (The 

Continental Immigrants Company) was gathering contract laborers to 

be hired by the Mexican government for the construction of the 

Central Railroad. The length of the contract was one year, and the 

terms set a ten hour day and stipulated a wage of one peso dally 

(one yen and 50 sen), with passage both ways to be paid byCthe 

worker. In all the Tairiku Imin Gaisha sent 4,416 Japanese to 

Mexico from 1904 to 1907. Bunichi's father provided him 86 yen 

for transportation expenses, and before his sixteenth birthday the 

bojt left Japan on the 26th of April on board the Manshu-maru. a cargo 

ship of 8,500 tons captured during the Russo-Japanese lifer. 

His youthful spirits were so filled with adventurous hope 

that he had no thought of the hardships and the danger which might 

occur in the future. With loving care and tender thoughtfulness 

his mother had stitched extra paper money in his clothing. Bunichi 

found the money before the train had carried him to Kobe, but he 

was so confident in his abilities and prospects that he mailed the 

Mils back home again. The freighter was slow, with a speed of 

about 8J- knots. There was nothing to do on board to relieve his 

boredom, so Bunichi worked in the galley and boiler room and earned 

eight yen and thirty-five sen. 

The ship arrived at the port of Manzanillo, Mexico, on 

June 6, 1907. The immigrants were sent north at once to the 

vicinity of Tuxpân in Nayarlt, but hard labor in the hot climate of 
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coastal Mexico proved too much for the boy* After a meek spent In 

digging a road bed for the tracks he left the camp and walked along 

the foothills of the volcanic mountain chain of the Sierra Madrés to 

the town of Tuxpân, obtaining water from the rivers in the deep cut 

valleys* He had only the money which he had earned on the ship* He 

purchased a train ticket to Guadalajara, where he obtained a job for 

four pesos a month as a domestio servant in the household of a Mexican 

doctor; but he had no desire to stay in this lowly status and wished 

to go to California to join Ms relatives* One of Ms cousins in 

Santa Paula, California, sent him money in answer to Bunichi’s 

written entreaties. % promptly took a train to El Paso, where he 

was joined by ten other Japanese and bought a ticket for Canada* 

On the way an immigration officer divided the Japanese into three 

groups* BunicM met a man from As a-gun, Hiroshima prefecture, who 

had been in charge of hiring Japanese laborers for a coal mine in 

Colorado; and at his suggestion BunicM worked there for 'two weeks 

until he became alarmed at the hazardous nature of mine operations* 

Next he left for Santa Paula to join Ms cousin, who had been living 

in California since 1901* For two years they both engaged in working 

in an orchard, but then Ms cousin returned to Japan* BunicM decided 

to stay in America and took employment in a fruit packing house* 

In the autumn of 19U he moved to the outskirts of Los Angeles 

and became a truck farmer on about twenty acres, planting cauliflowers, 

strawberries, and asparagus* The alien land laws of California 

proMbited Japanese from owning and/or leasing land,*^ and in con¬ 

sequence Bunichi could not increase Ms land holding, and had to be 

satisfied with the status of a renter throughout Ms long and happy 
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stay In California. 

The beginning of the Pacific War forced Bunichi and his 

family to leave their home of more than thirty years. Between 

February and March, 1942, Japanese were free to depart voluntarily 

from Military Area Wo. 1, the official designation for the California 

coast .58 Fearing discrimination, the Kawamotos sold their house to 

a Negro for less than one-tenth of its original price andrmovëdtto 

Fresno; but there jobs were so scarce that Bunichi could find no 

permanent employment and had to engage in* seasonal work, like picking 

strawberries. On August 2, 1942, the family was shepherded to camp 

in Postan, Arizona. Carey McWilliams has explained fully the decrees 

which first froze all movement of Japanese on the west coast and later 

created the Wartime Civil Control Administration, a branch of the 

Western Defense Command, to supervise the new policy of removal of 

all Japanese from the Pacific states. fThe final decision in favor 

of total mass evacuation occurred only after weeks of uncertainty, 

debate, agitation, rumor, and conflicting reports."59 in Postan . 

more than 15*000 Japanese of all ages were gathered. The War 

Belocation Centers permitted evacuees to work for wages in the 

internment camps, so that Kawamoto became a carpenter. 

When his liberty was at last restored on July 6, 1945, 

Bunichi was truly a man without a home. He heard rumors of 111 

feeling and hostility toward the return of the Japanese internees 

in California and hoped to resettle somewhere else. He had an 

acquaintance who had relatives in the Houston area, and so he and 

his family moved to Houston to engage in truck farming. He now 

runs a farm of more than twenty acres just north of the city. He 
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is just one among 

...the thousands of plain people who endured the deprivations 
of center life, made a fresh start in Chicago or Cleveland or 
on a Colorado farm, less bitter than one would expect over 
their losses, unaware of their similarity to the equally dis¬ 
favored ones who once had set out westward from the settled 
East, who also in their time were somewhat looked down upon 
for being poor or restless or visionary, whom now we praise 
and dignify as the pioneers....60 

Kamehachi Otsuka was another Japanese who was forced to 

evacuate from California and had to relocate elsewhere after the 

war. Otsuka was born in 1877, in Debun, part of Shimomachi settle¬ 

ment, Jinnai-mura, Kikuchi-gun, Kumamoto prefecture. Debun is located 

on the Kumamoto plain of Kyushu, on the western side of the volcanic 

Aso Mountains. The Shlrakawa River, which runs eventually into 

Shims bar a Bay, flows to the north of the village. Debun is a compact, 

crowded settlement which extends into the nearby counties of Kamashiki- 

gun and Aso-gun. According to tradition^ it originated from an 

overflow of the population of Shimomachi settlement. The people of 

Debun crossed the stream and cultivated potatoes; but the major 

products of the area were rice, wheat, rape, barley, soy beans, and 

buckwheat. Kamehachi*s family owned less than one cho but rented 

some more fields to till. After the normal y»efiddoéf£S<shoolihg 

Kamehachi helped on the family farm until he found that his short 

height barred him from military duty. There was an elementary school 

teacher, Torao Okamura, in Mori settlement of Jinnai-mura, who took 

care of the business of immigration for a fee and advised many young 

men to go to the United States to take advantage of the boundless 

opportunities in America. Kamehachi*s father shared this optimistic 

view and provided him with passage money. 



Kamehachi and five friends from the same ‘village reached 

Victoria, British Columbia, on March 13, 1899. Neither there nor 

in Vancouver mas a job available, so finally he moved to Sacramento, 

where his elder sister was the wife of a hotel owner. For a while 

work was uncertain and unsteady. There were very few Japanese in 

California around the turn of the century; and Japanese food, such 

as shovu (soy sauce), was not easily obtainable, After several 

years in America Otsuka started farming on an island in San Francisco 

Bay with four fellow countrymen, cultivating 300 acres on the basis 

of a sharecropping contract. He remained on the island for three 

years; but twice unfortunately high tides washed the crops away, 

leaving just barely enough food for the five people. So with two 

others Kamehachi moved to the upper part of the island and started 

to cultivate dry onions and beans, but because of the earthquake 

disaster of 1906 there were no markets for his produce. Although 

his friends gave up in disgust, he remained in the same place until 

1920, when he moved to a suburb of Sacramento and began work on an 

asparagus farm. Next year he moved to Santa Rosa at the invitation 

of one of his relatives and became a picker in a hop field. 

In 1942 Kamehachi and his family with about 6,000 other 

Japanese were moved to a government camp in Amache, Colorado, part 

of the total of 100,000 uprooted from California and other western 

coastal states. Much has been said criticizing the indiscriminate 

evacuation of first and second generation Japanese to internment 

centers, which came as a disastrous shock to families who had worked 

and lived in America for years. They toiled the land with such 
Ml 

intensity that often only the Japanese made the barren land fruitful. 
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The decision for mass evacuation was the work of General J. L. De 

Witt, the Western Defense Commander; hut the compulsory move was 

applied only to the Japanese on the west coast and did not affect 

residents of Hawaii, the "all-important strategic outpost in the 

Pacific.*^ In other words, it was not military necessity which 

compelled loyal Americans to stay against their will in camps 

strangely suggestive of other lands : 

Given the monotonous character of the construction 
itself and the desolate character of the environment, it 
is not surprising that the centers are such dreary 
establishments* They are surrounded by barbed-wire fences, 
with watchtowers and armed guards, and searchlights play 
upon the area at night* Community washrooms and toilets 
are established for each block within the area. In huge 
mess halls within each block the evacuees are fed at a 
cost to the government of between 34 and 42 cents per 
person per day* No one has starved in these centers and 
no one has frozen to death; everyone has shelter and 
sustenance* But this is about as much as can be said in 
defense of the centers as housing projects*...63 

As the Pacific War neared its end, Kamehachi's second son, 

a Nisei* was able to leave the center to find a new home for the 

family* Upon the advice of the director of the center he first 

went to Dallas, Texas, in search of land suitable for agriculture 

and then came to Houston, where he invited his parents to join him* 

The Otsukas reached Houston in September, 1943» end moved to 

Sheldon in 1946* Kameha chi, now in his late seventies, has retired 

from farming and lives with two of his sons in Sheldon* 

A third person who came from California to dwell in the 

Houston-Harris County area after World War II was Sajiro Tamashita. 

Sajiro was born in 1877 on the island of Shikoku, in Tsutsuno 

settlement, Tomita-mura, Ookawa-gun, Kagawa prefecture. Tsutsuno 

is located on the eastern edge of Takamatsu plain and is surrounded 



by flat rice fields. Toward the south one can see the summits of 

the Sanuki mountain range. As in the coastal area of Setonaikai, 

ponds are much in evidence around the village The Yamashita 

family cultivated one cho and two tan of land, including both wet 

and dry fields, where they raised rice, wheat, sugar cane, potatoes 

and millet. 

Sajiro was reluctant to stay at home; and one of his relatives, 

a cook in the United States, advised him to come to America. The 

young man was just 21 years old, but the number which he had drawn 

exempted him from the army and left him free to emigrate in the 

fall of 1898. At that time to obtain a passport from the Japanese 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs one needed two guarantors who paid at 

least fifteen yen in land taxes yearly. Since few had gone abroad 

from T8utsuno, people knew little about immigration. One of Sajiro*s 

relatives even refused to become a guarantor, anticipating trouble 

which might occur; but eventually Sajiro met the requirement and 

crossed the Setonaikai to Kobe and then rode a train to Yokohama. 

Together with many Hiroshima and Yamaguchi prefectural people 

destined for the Hawaiian Islands, Sajiro left the port and arrived 

at San Francisco on February 2, 1899. There were as yet few Japanese 

in that city. To learn English he started life in the United States'" 

as a "school boy" and later worked on railroad, orchards, and farms 

i 

in California. For about fourteen years he was an elevator operator 

in an office building in San Francisco, and from 1937 to June, 1941» 
he was a gardener for an oil company in Bakersfield. There he was 

disabled by an accidental injury and had to move to Los Angeles, 

where he found work in a nursery. Then came the Pacific War; and in 
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April, 1942} he and his family were put into an assembly center near 

Los Angeles with many other Japanese. A few months later the 

Yamashitas were transported to Rohwer, Arkansas, a center of more 

than 8,000 internees.^ 

Sajlro was finally freed in October, 1945, and found his way 

to the friendly atmosphere of Houston. He met Saburo Aral and worked 

in his nursery for six months, but then took a job in an American 

greenhouse until 1950, when he became an independent grower of potted 

plants, with a greenhouse beside his home. Yamashita is another 

example of a man who has had to make a fresh start in his later life, 

but he has been unusually successful in his new career. 

Not only in the United States but also in South American 

countries were Japanese removed from their residences and sett to 

campa in the United States. Even after the war was over some 

South American countries refused to readmit Japanese people, and 

these displaced Japanese decided to stay in the United States. One 

of them was Katsuro Shuhei, who has selected the Houston-Harris 

County area as his ne# home. 

Katsuro was born in 1916 in the city of Shimizu in Shizuoka 

prefecture. His father was a sakava. a wine merchant. After 

graduation from Shogyo Jissen Gakko (Commercial Practice School), 

he worked in the Yokosuka Navy Arsenal until 1940 as a draftsman. 

In that year he became an apprentice in the field of foreign trade 

in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and was sent from Yokohama to 

jf 
Callao in Peru. In his new capacity he worked for the Peru Henka 

(Peru Cotton Company, Limited), the Lima subsidiary company of Nihon 

Menka Kabushikl Gaisha, learning Spanish and the intricacies of 
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commerce* 

When the Paèlfic War began, the company was closed. In 1944 

Shuhei vas arrested by the Peruvian government and vas sent to the 

United States for internment vith some other Japanese, Italian, and 

German residents of South American countries* Shuhei1 s group landed 

in New Orleans and was taken to Kennedy Camp near San Antonio. After 

the war Shuhei, still in detention in Santa Fe, applied for permission 

to return to Latin America; but Peru refused to let the evacuees 

reenter* Then, after 66 more days of imprisonment in San Pedro, 

California, he finally vas released. Shuhei vent to Bridgeton, 

// 

New Jersey, and worked in the factory of a cannery company.00 In 1948 

he moved to Chicago and became an electric welder. Still later he 

learned about the promising future of Houston and came to the city in 

1952, where he now is a grower in a greenhouse. 



CHAPTER III 

THE LIFE AND CUSTOMS OF THE JAPANESE IN HOUSTON 

Until the Meiji Restoration Japan lived under a feudal system 

in which ways to go abroad were completely closed* With this herit¬ 

age it was very hard for Japanese of the post-Reatoration era, par¬ 

ticularly those in the countryside, to cut their close ties with 

their own communities and choose to live among strangers* Under any 

circumstances emigration is a great leap, and there must be sound 

reasons to motivate this step. 

An earlier chapter has already touched upon the general con¬ 

ditions in Japan which encouraged migration to the United States and 

Hawaii, including the existence of an impoverished ex-samurai class, 

economic pressures in the agricultural villages, the steady increase 

of the stagnant population in the countryside^ and the attraction of 

the wealth of America* This section will be focused specifically 

upon the Japanese immigrants to the Houston-Harrls County area: 

their geographic, social, economic, and religious background in*. ;f>- 

Japan; their professional, cultural, and educational preparation for 

life in the United States; the changes wrought by the process of 

Americanization upon their language and customs; and the political 

problems of acceptance and assimilation* 

Throughout consideration will be limited to the twenty-seven 

Japanese families who live in the Houston-Harris County area present¬ 

ly. This list does not include temporary residents nor second 



-88- 

generation Nisei from other parts of the United States* The dis¬ 

cussion would have been much simpler had all twenty-seven families 

been the descendants of the original rice enterprisers and their 

workers in this area; but we have already seen that the remnants of 

the planned colonies constitute merely a part of the present Japanese 

community of Houston* Two-thirds of the families came after the 

formation of the original Saibara and Onishi projects* This fact 

requires one to investigate each family on a more complicated and 

Individualistic basis, but it is still possible to derive many 

general conclusions from their experiences* 

When one considers the geographical distribution of the heads 

of these twenty*«seven families, home towns in Ehime prefecture lead 

in number, with Kochi prefecture second* This fact is quite natural, 

since these prefectures are the native lands of the outstanding rice 

enterprisers who had intentions of building Japanese colonies in 

Texas* Furthermore, the close proximity of the native villages of 

the people who came from Ehime is demonstrated on a scale map of the 

Island of Shikoku* 

Excluding emigrants from Ehime and Kochi, more people came 

here from southwestern provinces like Hiroshima, Tamaguchi, Kumamoto, 

Okayama and Wakayama than from the northeast of Japan* This fact 

coincides with the tendency indicated in The New Japanese American 

Hews Year Book for 1949.^ which cites evidence to prove that Hiro¬ 

shima prefecture sent more people to the United States than any 

other section of Japan, followed in turn by the prefectures of 

Wakayama, Okayama, Tamaguchi, Fukuoka, and Kumamoto* 

Scholars in the field of the history of Japan have noted the 
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2 
concentration of the emigrants in the southwest, but only Toraji 

Irle endeavors to point out the specific historical reasons for this 

pattern of behavior* His explanation is that when the Japanese 

government recruited immigrants to go to Hawaii in 1885 the Minister 

of Foreign Affairs, Kaoru Inoue, expended his efforts to obtain re¬ 

cruits in his own region of Japan, Tamaguchi, and the neighborhood 

roundabout. Later many emigrants returned with considerable wealth 

from the islands and s t inula ted many others in their prefectures to 

follow.^ So far as Hiroshima is concerned, it has been nicknamed 

the "immigrant prefecture,” since every governor of the province, 

especially during the middle period of the Meiji era, encouraged 

the practice of immigration.^ In the case of Wakayama, a prefecture 

located on a rocky peninsula long renowned for its fishing activity, 

fishermen succeeded so well in their chosen industry in the United 

States that their neighbors followed suit *5 Among those who came to 

Harris County, men whose native settlements lay within the Jurisdic¬ 

tion of Hiroshima, Tmaguchi, Okayama, Kumamoto, and Wakayama all 

mentioned a quickening of interest through the examples of other 

emigrants from their home village or county. 

Next, when one considers the location of the birthplace of 

these twenty^even people from the standpoint of topography^ it 

becomes apparent that almost all came from settlements on the alluvial 

plains. Only two came from homes in mountainous areas. This is 

indicative of the fact that in Japan people who live in the lowlands 

receive more opportunities to get information, education, transpor¬ 

tation facilities, and the money needed for departure overseas. It 

should be noted also that those who came from the cities proper were 
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as few as those from mountain areas, which implies that conditions 

in urban centers did not produce incentives for emigration* In fact, 

most of the twenty-seven came from agircultural villages, and at 

least nineteen engaged in farming in Japan. ^ It has been said that 

most of the immigrants to the United States and Hawaii came from the 

countryside and that their physical strength and resistance to 

suffering often led them to be men of successIn the case of the 

Houston-Harris County area this theory appears to be true* 

• The social position of these farmers in their own villages 

should be considered next* The following table was prepared accord¬ 

ing to the oral testimony made by each of the subjects interviewed, 

but it should be noted that the statements were merely based on 

their memory* 

TABLE I8 
The Status and the Possession of Land of the 
Heads of the Nineteen Families in Japan Whose 

Sons or Younger Brothers Emigrated to the 
Houston-Harris County Area 

1* Except for a little plot of his own, almost all his land 
was rented* 

2. A landlord whose property was cultivated by his tenants. 

3. Half was his own land and half was rented; total acreage 
of cultivation was about three cho. but only three tan 
of the fields were in rice; possessed three cho of forest. 

4* Landed farmer of eight tan of rice field. 
5* Former landlord who had undergone foreclosure* 
6* Landed farmer on one cho and five tan of land* 
7. Landed farmer of eight tan of rice, other fields two tan 

and five se in size, and forest amounting to about one 
cho or slightly more* 

8. Landed farmer of one chft and five tan. 
9* Landed farmer of about one cho and some forest. 
10. Well-to-do; owned rice field, dry fields, and forest. 
11* Landed farmer with similar holdings* 
12* Landed farmer who had a side business. 
13* Farmed acreage in excess of his rented property; cultivated 

about one cho* 
14* Landlord possessing at least three cho of rice field cul¬ 

tivated by tenants. 
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15* Status is unknown; but it seems probable that he owned rice 
fields, non-irrigated land, and woodlands* 

16* landlord of three cho of rice field; tenants cultivated a 
part of his field. 

17* Landed farmer of two cho* 
18. Landed farmer of slightly more than one cho. employing 

farm hands* 
19* Landed farmer of one cho and two tan: the size of his rice 

field was less than the acreage of dry fields which he 
cultivated* 

According to the analysis of one Japanese historian the pro¬ 

portion of the number of tenant farm .families to aU farm families in 

1891 reached 45*1 per cent.^ In Japan, this group is considered the 

•poor farmers," people of lowly economic origin* Table II shows 

that none of the immigrants to the Houston-Harris County area came 

from this pure tenant class. Furthermore, most of the families owned 

all the land which they farmed* 

TABLE II 
(a summary of TABLE I) 

Purely tenant farmer* none 
More land rented than owned* 1 
More land owned than rented* 2 
Purely landed farmer* 12 (8) 
Landlord with tenants* 4 (3) 

This survey contradicts the commonly believed statement that 

"In fact, the greatest number of emigrants came from those provinces 

where agricultural conditions were the worst and where poverty was 

most widespread Since the article cited did not clarify the 

source of this assertion, it is fruitless to debate the point further; 

but the young men who moved to the Houston-Harris County locale were 

from the wealthier and more substantial families of Japan, if pros¬ 

perity is judged by contemporary Japanese standards* 

From the point of view of the acreage possessed by these 

families, the majority fall within the small and middle landowner 
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categories established by one eminent Japanese scholar, who has 

arbitrarily set lines of demarcation at landholdings ranging from 

eight tan to one cho and six tan, and farms over one cho and six 

tan in extent. Small landowners were the backbone of Japanese 

agricultural villages, but they declined in number gradually after 

the year 1892. Middle-sized landowners followed the same trend. 

This class of farmers was once the main source for the officers of 

local governments; but their strength was also decreasing, while 

the vacuum was filled by an increase in the big landlords who 

possessed more than ten cho.*^ 

One important reason for this change was emigration- Youths 

bora in families composing the bulwark of the agricultural society 

of jfapan naturally thought about going abroad so they would not fall 

beneath their inherited position. They belonged to the middle class, 

whereas the large landowners did not have to worry about their eco¬ 

nomic standing and tenants were so poor that they could not even 

afford the thought of migrating. This fact will be further clarified 

by a survey of the status of immigrants within their own families. 

TABLE III 
Status of Immigrants 

Within Their Own Families1^ 

Those who stated definitely 
that they came from agricul¬ 
tural families 

1st son 3 
2nd son 6 
3rd son 6 
4th son 2 
5th son 2 
unknown 0 
Total 19 

Total 
(including those from 
non-a gricultural 
families) 

4 
10 
8 
2 
2 
1 

27 

It is clearly evident that there are very few oldest sons in 
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this group. Furthermore, une of the three, Kiyoaki Saibara, came to 

Texas with his entire family} and another, Bunichi Kawamoto, decided 

to go abroad despite strenuous opposition from his parents. So it, 

is obvious that the immigration of the first-born sons was the ex¬ 

ception rather than the rule. At this point the system of inheritance 

prevailing in Japan deserves some attention. 

In the common law and legislation of the Keiji period, both 

grounded on the old feudal family system of samurai, the Institution 

of primogeniture was firmly established. Only the first son couldi 

assume the position of the head of a family after the death of his 

father, and he had the legal right to inherit at least one half the 

family property. It was customary for the eldest son to take care of 

his mother as well as his younger brothers and sisters. Thus boys 

who were born as other than first sons were in a position without 

responsibility and could easily cut their ties from their families. 

In some moral ways this custom seems unfair, but it would have been 

extremely disadvantageous for farm families to be obliged to sub¬ 

divide plots of land already so minute in character. 

Thus the inference is that boys of middle class farming 

families who would have been unable to maintain their prestige and 

property had they stayed in their own homeland departed for America 

to Improve their position. Immigrants from non-farming families 

were in the minority; but their motives were identical, as in the 

case of y young man born to a wealthy merchant who had lost his 

fortune —• the hope to improve their social and economic lot. 
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******* 

Host of the Japanese Immigrants to the vicinity of Houston 

severed their ties in Japan in their late teens or early twenties, 

before they had acquired a wife and family of their own* They were', 

not disinterested in marriage, however; and their search for an 

eligible bride was frequently interesting and unusual. Very few 

female immigrants came to America, partly due to the great distance 

separating Japan and the United States, and also because of the many 

legal limitations in entering this country, particularly after the 

Gentlemen's Agreement. So it was very hard for Japanese settlers 

to obtain a wife. Japanese residing in Harris County had three 

possible alternatives, though each £tad difficultiesf a marriage 

held in Japan when both parties were in Japan; marriage through 

pictures (shashihkkekkon); and a wedding service in the United States. 

In the following pages each will be explored separately. 

In the first classification are the few who were married in 

Japan and brought their wives to the United States with them. These 

examples differ from the general tendency of Japanese immigrants; but 

if exceptions do occur it is natural to find them among the immigrants 

to the Houston-Harris County area, where both Selto Saibara and Rihei 

Onlshl planned a Japanese colony built on the idea of permanent 

settlement, not a temporary stay to earn money and then return to 

Japan. Next are the cases where husbands left Japan first, established 



-95- 

themselves economically, and then invited their wives to join them* 

Since the Gentlemen's Agreement did not hamper free entry of wives 

of residents of the United States, this procedure caused no legal 

trouble* 

There are also Instances in which single men came to the 

United States, found work and a home, returned to Japan to get 

married, and finally came back with his bride to the United States* 

It should be noted that among the immigrants to this area this type 

of marriage was most common* Men who returned to Japan for this 

purpose were called gelsal klkoku sha* "persons who return to Japan 

to invite wives*" After 1920 males of draft age eligible for serv¬ 

ice were only allowed a one month stay in Japan,^ so that marriages 

had to be consummated in haste* Despite many inconveniences and 

troubles this procedure was not too burdensome for the wives, for 

most had known their mates in Japan and came to the United States 

with their husbands* Furthermore, many young Japanese girls looked 

forward as eagerly to a life in America as did their menfolk, even 

though they would have to live far away from their parents, brothers, . 

and sisters* 

The second type of marriage, "the picture marriage," was not 

so easy for the girls* When a single man residing in the United 

States wished to marry but could not go home because of time or 

economic reasons, he would write letters asking his parents or other 

go-betweens to find a suitable girl for him. Vhen a prospective 

bride was found, photographs were exchanged; and both families would 

study essential background questions involving genealogy and social 

position. If all went well, the engagement would be announced, a 



special dinner party would be held without the presence of the 

absentee groom, his parents would register the marriage officially, 

and at last the groom would invite his new bride to the United States* 

As a result a bride would often be wedded to a man she had never seen 

before* moreover, she often had to depart by herself, although 

In many cases other emigrants a$d travellers accompanied her* 

let the practice of picture marriages was not totally unrelated 

to customs which prevailed among Inhabitants of Japan at that time. 

Marriages were decided by parents, and young people did not have the 

right to choose their own mates* Besides, in the case of the wives 

of Immigrants resident in Harris County, the couples often came from 

the same settlement and had known each other from childhood. At the 

very least the brides-elect or select lived in the same prefecture 

or were acquaintances of mutual friends, so that in substance this 

method was not overly cruel or impersonal* 

Among the cases of the picture marriages one particular inci¬ 

dent is worth recounting. Rihei Onishi, the Texas colonist, was not 

only interested in already married settlers but also tried to obtain 

wives for the younger workers on his farm* In 1909 Rihei went to 

Japan for this purpose and took return passage back to the United 
; 

States with seven or eight women, including at least three picture 

brides. When he tried to reenter the United States, immigration 

officers in San Francisco unfortunately misconstrued his intentions 

and in the belief that he was bringing prostitutes into the United 

States would not allow the patty to land. So Rihei and his band 

changed their route and crossed into the United States by way of 

Mexico. When the group finally reached Eagle Pass, Texas, the 
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brides were joined by their waiting husbands* 

The practice of picture marriage was stopped in March, 1920, 

when the Japanese government decided not to furnish passports to 

girls going to the United States* This made it still more difficult 

for single men to obtain wives, and in the Houston-Harris County area 

about fourteen per cent of the eligible men remained bachelors* 

The third type of weddings, those performed in the United 

States, includes marriages to Japanese Issel and Nisei already living 

in this country and also to women of non-Japanese stock. Since the 

state of Texas did not prohibit wedlock between Japanese and Cau¬ 

casians, unlike state laws in California, and since there were so 

few eligible Japanese mates in an area so far sway from the Pacific 

coast, racial assimilation was not too difficult an adjustment to 

make* So a relatively large number of the Issei in this county chose 

wives of other nationalities* 

The coming of wives consequently revolutionized the lives of 

the Japanese immigrants; and soon the birth of children who naturally 

enjoyed the benefit of American citizenship made them tend to settle 

down in their new homes* The routine existence of the brides also 

changed. Those who married farmers were not necessarily from agri¬ 

cultural families; but in accordance with-'Jqpanese custom they all 

engaged in hard labor helping their husbands in the field, besides 

rearing children and taking care of the domestic duties of the house¬ 

hold* Those who married rice farmers in the early days had to cook 

for many Mexican and Negro helpers, as well as the single Japanese 

men on each farm* All the meals had to be prepared individually 

according to racial tastes and appetites. One woman recalling those 
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years stated that her dislike for cooking iras primarily due to remem¬ 

brances of those periods in the kitchen. All wives worked. Those 

who married restaurateurs had to aid their husbands when times were 

bad or help was hard to find, as in the Great Depression or during 

the last World War. If the husband worked in a nursery, the wife 

assisted in tending the greenhouses. 

These women were far away from their native land and could 

only rely on their husbands for comfort and companionship. They 

were total strangers in a strange land. They could not see their 

parents in case of sickness or death, and their crowded schedule 

and ignorance of English prevented their making friends with non- 

Japanese. Considering this, they were fully as courageous in coming 

to the United States as were their husbands; and without their help 

it is quite doubtful that many of these immigrants would have accom¬ 

plished their final goal and become men of success. 

Later, after the hardest years had passed, the wives began 

to get together in groups of their own. In about the year 1921 

the Haha No Kai (Mothers * Meeting) started, with meeting places 

rotating among the houses of the members. The gatherings provided 

not just the exchange of practical knowledge on ways to make artifi¬ 

cial flowers and quilts but also the chance for social contact. There 

they could speak Japanese freely together, a joy denied them except 

at home in the company of their husbands. The Haha No Kai did not 
I 

last long; but another organization, called Selsho Kenkyu Kai (Bible 

Study Group), was found in 1930. Later the name was changed to 

Iesu No Tomo Kai (The Friends of Jesus), and it still continues 

meeting several times a month. There the Japanese language is spoken 
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and the side purpose of a social gathering is well achieved. 

A few words should be written concerning the women of this 

community who received advanced education when they were in Japan. 

They all matriculated at Christian mission schools, which reflects 

a rising emphasis on education of girls in the Meiji period. These 

westernized schools stressed the teaching of English, and graduates 

were probably considered eminently suitable to be brides of American 

residents. 

The children who were bom to these parents grew up as full- 

fledged Americans. A separate chapter will be devoted later to 

these Nisei, and here only the names given to each child at the will 

of his parents will be discussed. Twenty of the Japanese Issel 

married and had children, and in these families three types of names 

appears Japanese names mostly consisting of one or two Chinese 

characters; American names; and a combination of two Japanese and 

American names in which one is used either as the middle or the last 

name. There are also some cases when the family endeavored to find 

a Japanese name with Chinese characters which could be pronounced 

almost exactly like an American name. Jo.1l. "George," is a good 

example. Several different Chinese characters are applied to repre¬ 

sent the sound Joli. 

Most of these children were given American and Japanese names. 

Others were given Japanese names, while those who were given only 

American names are the least frequent. In some cases the parents 

gave Japanese names to the older children and later gave American 

names together with the Japanese names to the smaller children. Some 

gave American and Japanese names to the first-born children and then 
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gave American names only to the younger ones* ®oth are interesting 

proofs of gradual Americanization. Never do all three types of 

names appear in the Nisei of a single family. Approximately one- 

third of these families remained consistent throughout in naming their 

children. 

The reasons for giving different kinds of names reflect a 

complicated process of thought. Some parents intended to live in 

the United States permanently and already had distinct intentions of 

assimilation at the time of the birth of their children. On the 

other hand were parents who wanted to preserve their Japanese heritage. 

Since those were years when Japanese did not have the right of natu¬ 

ralization, some parents must have anticipated the possibility that 

they might have to go back to Japan. All these considerations 

affected the naming of the Nisei. 

Since the subjects of the discussion are so few In number, 

only the following concluding suppositions can be tentatively drawn. 

The children of the original settlers reflect the Americanization 

of their parents in that only about one-ninth have purely Japanese 

names, while more than a half of the children of the late-comers, 

who have not yet adapted themselves to new customs so completely, 

have Japanese names only. Among the children of parents who moved 

into the Houston-Harris County area after World War II, those with 

Japanese names only are the exception. Every one of them has at 

least one American name;*. From these facts two conclusions can be 

set. Since there were few Japanese people in Texas, the immigrants 

were less apt to be disturbed by exclusionist movements such as on 

the west coast. There was also much less extreme Japanese nation- 
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alistic sentiment, too, so that parents were.free to do as they wished. 

At any rate, these distinctions apply more to the first than second 

generation Japanese, who do not feel the difference so keenly as do 

their parents. 

******* 

Home was the center of life for the Japanese women and children, 

their cosmos, the universe of people adrift in a foreign land; but 

the menfolk in the family had a certain degree of contact with the 

outside world. Although their means of livelihood varied, any pro¬ 

fession they chose prevented complete isolation and segregation from 

their American neighbors. Host of the immigrants came from farming 

stock and had been engaged in agriculture before their arrival in the 

United States, just as had the majority of the Japanese who came to 

California.^ Those who pursued other occupations were the exception 

to the rule. 

Only five of the twenty-seven Issel in the Houston area were 

sons of non-farm families, excluding the possibility of three more 

whose business is not recalled; and of these five two fathers had 

connections with the soil in a more or less direct way. Only three 

had no ties whatsoever with the land. This is because most of them 

left Japan at a time when the capitalistic system was not well 

developed and the absorption of the population by the cities was not 

far advanced. .The hothouse growth in the number of industrial la- 
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borers in Japan occurred during World War I, whereas twenty-one of 

the twenty-seven arrived in the United States before 1914* ^his 

fact is explained because the surplus agricultural population needed 

an outlet, and the city dwellers preferred not to endure the hard¬ 

ships of becoming immigrants* 

Immigrants to the United States did not always follow the 

same occupation as in Japan* In the Houston-Harris County area 

their activities have been limited to farming, operating a nursery, 

gardening, and running a restaurant* As has been seen in their 

individual accounts, some engaged in two of these pursuits before 

they settled down to their ultimate profession. About half finally 

became farmers, while approximately the same number eventually chose 

other lines of endeavor in the city or its suburbs* 

Several reasons should be adduced to explain the predominance 

of agriculture. These immigrants came primarily from farm families, 

and they had usually worked on the land themselves. Farming was 

regarded as a highly respectable profession in Japan, and also ap¬ 

pealing was the slight English language ability required* Besides, 

there were more opportunities to earn economic independence in 

farming than In any other profession* In Barris County Japanese 

settlers have tried two branches of agriculture, rice farming and 

truck farming* 

The original colonists came to this area for the purpose of 

rice culture, as we have seen; but today only the Saibaras still 

engage in this field. Bice culture in Texas is an expensive and 

risky venture* It requires a considerable amount of capital, its 

market is relatively narrow, and the crop is easily affected by 
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the fickle Gulf coast climate. Changes in weather were especially 

damaging to the large scale rice farmers, but even smaller operators 

found greater profits and success in truck farming. This trend 

applied equally to workers who had originally been invited to Texas 

as rice field hands and also later to Japanese from other states who 

moved to this vicinity, bought pieces of land, and became independent 

truck farmers. These words, written by Tama to Ichihashi explain very 

well the circumstances of Japanese in the Houston-Earris County areas 

"The normal aspiration of an average farm hadd is to engage as an 

independent farmer, and if he is ambitious, industrious, and intelli¬ 

gent, that is quite possible^ 

Usually each member of the family helped in farm chores. In 

the afternoon everyone cooperated in picking and packing vegetables 

to be trucked to market early the next morning. This kind of small 

scale farming can be exceptionally successful on the outskirts of 

large cities,^ and this line of work proved ideal for Japanese immi¬ 

grants who had long been accustomed to diversified and intensive 

agriculture and who had been trained to harvest the highest yield 

possible from their land. 

At this juncture the enlargement of the market through the 

expansion of the city of Houston should not be neglected. Thé dis¬ 

covery of oil at Spindletop in 1901 gave promise that Houston would 

be the future oil capital of Texas, the rank already enjoyed by the 

city in the cotton trade. By 1929 Houston was the foremost industrial 

center in Texas; and the opening of the ship channel in 1914 made 

the city a great deep-sea port and stimulated business, as did the 

development of progressive chemical industries. The population grew 



fast. As Carl Rosenquist and Walter Browder reported, "Houston, 

besides being the largest, is also one of the most rapidly growing 

cities in Texas....Since 1900 the percentage of the increase in 

the population of Houston per decade has always averaged well above 

55 per cent except for the period 1930-1940.^ So truck farmers 

have never suffered from a shortage of their potential market; and 

besides their closeness to the city has saved them the expense of 

transportation, packaging, refrigeration, and grading. Proximity 

also enables them to deliver vegetables in their peak natural state 

of ripeness rather than be forced to employ artificial means 

Moreover, the Great Depression never was felt in Houston so keenly 

20 
as in many other American cities. Therefore Japanese truck farmers 

in southeast Texas were much more fortunate than were the fanners in 

California who became impoverished in the 1930* s and had to go back 

to Japan. 

Japanese farmers quickly became recognized as among the 

outstanding truck farmers of Harris County, since they possess a 

natural skill in agriculture, do not mind hard work, and are accus¬ 

tomed to intensive farming. The Houston Chronicle of June 23, 1955» 

described a part of the annual vegetable show in these whrds: 

First place winners at the show were as follows: ... 
egg plant, M. Okabayashl. Houston ...okra, X. Kagawa. 
Webster ... Watches were awarded M. Okabayashl for arriving 
with the first entry....21 

Another article in the same paper, under the title "Okabayashl 

Truck Farms as Realty Values Boom," says: 

Although Houston is expanding rapidly into the Little 
York area, M. Okabayashl...ignores the promising realty pros¬ 
pects and keeps plugging away with production of top quality 
vegetables on 140 acres. 
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Here's what Okabayashi has been growing of late: 20 acres 

of tomatoesy 15 acres each of cucumbers, snap beans and squash; 

10 acres each of green peppers and mustard greens, five acres of 
egg plant and three acres of hot peppers... 

Now, Okabayashi is planning to put 20 to 30 acres in 

broccoli, 20 acres in turnips, 10 acres each in beets and green 

onions, 15 acres in cabbage and five acres in lettuce....22 

Although thirteen of the twenty-seven Japanese Issel engaged 

in commercial horticulturâ at one time or another, only half of them 

chose this as their permanent profession. Houston is a gardener's 

paradise. Every small dwelling is a potential outlet'for flowers, 

plants, Jghrubs, and trees; and the many large estates in the wealthier 

subdivisions take pride in their beautiful grounds, carefully tended 

by yardmen. The nursery of Saburo Aral was a spectacular success, 

but on the whole the Japanese who have followed this endeavor have 

been less notable than the Japanese farmers. 

Of the twenty-seven immigrants eight have engaged in operating 

cafes in’ Houston, and today two of them still operate their restau¬ 

rants. In recent years every one of these places has changed its 

patronage to the Negro population of the city, and they have been 

almost always quite popular. Restaurants required a minimal initial 

investment, and the lack of prejudice held by Japanese toward Negroes 

made this arrangement mutually satisfactory for both races. 

******* 

Immigrants coming to America were obliged to leave practical¬ 

ly everything tangible behind them. Nevertheless, it was inevitable 
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that much of the heritage of a culture a thousand years old and so 

rich in tradition should accompany Japanese settlers to Texas. 

Religion played a great role in motivating the departure from their 

own countries of many Eurppean settlers in the United States, hut 

this was not true in the case of the Japanese. 

Much has been said concerning the disinterest felt by 19th and 

20th century Japanese toward religion. One scholar contends that the 

present Japanese secular orientation originated in the rationalist 

attitude of the 17th century. People were tired of the interminable 

re|igious wars, and their thoughts were far removed from religion. 

The whole atmosphere became "this worldly."^ This argument is 

logical, and furthermore the policy of the Tokugawa government in 

utilizing Buddhism to oppress Christianity made Buddhism less attrac¬ 

tive. The Meiji government permittèd freedom of religion and mission¬ 

aries once again introduced Christianity to Japan, but the number of 

the converts remained remarkably small. Similarly the Shinto faith 

had few followers during the Meiji era. Buddhism remained the religion 

of the majority of Japanese, but its functions and rituals were con¬ 

sidered very matter-of-factly. The religious philosophy of Buddhism 

was not fully understood by the people. Its major contribution was 

family solidarity due to the Buddhist encouragement of ancestor 

worship. 

For these reasons it is a rather useless effort to go too 

deeply into the religious viewpoints of the Japanese immigrants, but 

even a cursory examination accents again their differing backgrounds 

and helps reveal their personalities. Three kinds of religious faiths 

were upheld by the Japanese immigrants to the Houston-Harris County 



area — Buddhism, Shinto, and Christianity. Excluding the three 

subjects who could not state the religion of their families in Japan, 

one each believed in Shinto and Christianity, while all the rest 

belonged to the Buddhist cult. 

Buddhism is far from a united or unified religion. Nineteen 

of the twenty-two Buddhist families were able to recall and identify 

the sectarian views of their parents, and they represent five differ¬ 

ent Buddhist sects: 

Shingon-shu (True Word)^ 3 

Jodo-shu (Pure Land)^5 2 
Jodo-Shin-shu (True Pure Land)^© 10 

Zen-shu (Dhyana or Silent Meditation)2' 3 

Hokke-shu (Lotus)28 1 

Sometimes a strict geographical distribution of a sect and its 

predominance in a particular region can be observed in Japan, but 

often even a very small area may show a mixed religious picture. For 

example, the rice farmers Invited by Kihei Onishi from Shuso County 

represented four sects, whereas parents of immigrants from Hiroshima 

prefecture, the stronghold of Jodo-Shin. quite naturally belongéd to 

that sect. 

Most of the Japanese immigrants did not consider religion 

seriously, despite their family environment. They were automatically 

Buddhists, and they took this fact and faith for granted. In the 

United States some of them encountered Christian missionaries, made 

Caucasian friends, and eventually accepted Christianity. The denomi¬ 

nations to which they belong vary. These are one Catholic family, 

one Congregationalist, one Presbyterian, one Methodist, and one 

Baptist. There are no adequate facilities for a regular Japanese congre- 

gation^inithisnatfeàEunllkèoCâllf orniâ-* >whfere<th'eo Japanesecpppulationn 
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is much heavier. Occasionally Japanese itinerant preachers from 

other states hold services, hut otherwise the Japanese have united 

with local churches. Some immigrants disregard the universality of 

each religion and hold the attitude that since they became residents 

of a Christian country they should loyally embrace Christianity as 

an integral part of the culture of the United States. Some families 

keep. Japanese editions of the Bible as a bond.to the past. 

It should be noted that many Issel stated that they had no 

religious views or preference. Only a few who maintained their 

faith in Buddhism possessed the equipment requisite for proper 

worship. Two declared their beliif in Seicho No Ie. one of the new 

unorthodox cults in Japan.^ Nevertheless, some of the women and 

children attend local Methodist or Baptist churches even while the 

men neglect religious influences altogether. Most funerals are 

conducted as a Christian burial service, but on rare occasions 

Buddhist priests are invited from California to perform the ceremony. 

A few tombstones are carved with Japanese characters but most of 

them are in English letters. 

The next concern of this study will be the educational back¬ 

ground of the immigrants. Most of them completed their formal 

schooling before their departure from Japan, and very few had the 

leisure or opportunity to study after their arrival. Hence both 

their thinking and knowledge are based on a Japanese orientation. In 

only a few cases were the Issél satisfied with compulsory minimum 

educational requirements. The Japanese school, systemiwas:in'aftran¬ 

sition stage during the Meiji era, so that their length of schooling 

was sometimes four years, sometimes six. A modern education system 
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was established in Japan in 1872, five years after the Restoration; 

and for the first time education, once the privilege of the upper 

classes, became possible and indeed mandatory for everyone* The 

change came quickly and easily. The old temple and feudal clan 

schools were abolished, and in their place came public and private 

schools sponsored and supported by the national government* Within 

six years schools existed even in remote ^mountainous places and 41 

per cent of all Japanese children were in classrooms 

These schools at least ;taught the rudiments of "the three 

R's," reading, writing and arithmetic* So Japanese immigrants were 

not at all illiterate* All received an elementary school education,, 

and many were able to obtain two or three years of higher training* 

Half went to high schools or to professional schools offering studies 

in sericulture, commerce, forestry, and agriculture. One completed 

a college career, which then was almost equivalent to graduation 

from a junior college in the present Japanese school system. Therefore 

as a group the education of the immigrants to Houston was exceptional, 

and they certainly represented the privileged minority at that period 

of Japanese development. 

Even so, few had a real opportunity to master English during 

the time of their schooling in Japan and had little chance to learn 

English formally after coming to the United States* Many chose to 

be farmers and gardeners, fields which required so little English 

that they did not need to strive to learn, merely picking up which¬ 

ever words were necessary* Those who attended high schools in Japan 

had a better preparation, at least so far as reading and writing were 

concerned, for the curriculum contained five or six hours of English 
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every week. One foresighted immigrant studied English through a 

correspondence course before he came to the United States* 

After their arrival in America some of the newcomers, es¬ 

pecially those who stayed in California, began to attend night 

schools to learn English; but very few continued long enough to 

have substantial results. One of the men invited for rice farming 

in Texas started learning the new tongue as soon as he landed. 

Even on the train he write katakana indicating English sounds in a 

small notebook after becoming familiar with an English word by rote 

and repetition. Once at the rice farm he rode a horse to the 

quarters of a Japanese painter every evening to practice English 

orally. Another worker took English lessons at night from a cook 

on his rice farm and listened receptively whenever a bilingual 

guest, such as a Japanese newspaper correspondent, visited the farm 

house. 

On the whole, the Japanese in Texas have more chance to speak 

English than do those in California. There, according to one trans¬ 

planted Californian, there were some Japanese who acquired a vocabu¬ 

lary of just one English phrase, "0. K.,n which they felt was enough 

to take care of any matter with Americans. Because they live among 

English speaking people, the Japanese language used by the immigrants 

has been somewhat affected. Japanese is already a.mixture of various 

dialects; but in Texas it became a strange mingling of East and West, 

as English nouns are commonly inserted within a traditional Japanese 

sentence. 

Very few among the Issel can speak and write English fluently. 

For most of them Japanese is a far easier means of communication. 



For this reason the older generation has to rely on Japanese language 

newspapers to learn of any happenings and incidents outside their 

immediate world. Seito Saibara subscribed to several newspapers 

issued in Japan, the Jl.1i Shlmpo. Yorozuchoho. and Kochi Dovo Shimbun.J 

His case was an exception, for most of the immigrants received their 

information through Japanese language newspapers published in the 

United States. Among these journals Nlchi Bel Shimbun (The Japanese 

American News, printed in San Francisco since 1899) was most frequently 

read by the Texas immigrants until its publication stopped during the 

Pacific War. Since the war the paper has modified its name to Shin 

Nichl Bel Shimbun (The New Japanese American News), but it is still 

circulated among most Japanese families. Rafu Shimpo (The Los Angeles 

Japanese Daily News), founded in 1903, follows next in popularity; and 

Kashu Malnlchl (The California Dally). Colorado Talmusu(The Colorado 

Times), and Hew York Jlho (The Japanese New York Times) are among the 

other newspapers with readers in Harris County. 

According to one account, "The Japanese American News and the 

New World, have editorials and articles on such topics as Americanization 

and Reconstruction.. .these two dailies lead the press with a combined 

32 
circulation of 21,000." Japanese language newspapers present both 

news of the motherland and Information about all Japanese societies 

and activities in the United States. 

The foreign language press serrés two missions... On 
the one hand, it keeps the immigrant of the first generation 
in some touch with his homeland, with its politics, its 
general interest, and even with the gossip of his own small 
area in some instances... Without it the immigrant would have 
no go-between to bridge the gap which inevitably separates him 
from his native-boni neighbor and the country of his adoption 
• • • 
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Since the 1930*3 Japanese dallies have introduced English 

sections to win a following among the rising numbers of Nisei» 

Even now relatively few families subscribe just to English language 

papers like the Houston Post, the Houston Chronicle, and the Houston 

Press. Most of the families began to take these journals when their 

children reached school age, but thee older folk still prefer' 

Japanese newspapers to while away their spare time. 

Since the communities in southeast Texas form such a negligible 

fraction of the total Japanese population in the United States, they 

often fall under the cultural shadow of western Japanese society. 

There is one noted exception. Once Japanese in Texas had a publica¬ 

tion of their own called Hana Kago (The Flower Basket). The magazine 

was ten to fifteen pages long and was distributed monthly to about 

fifty Japanese families in Texas both in Harris County and in the Rio 

Grande valley area. Hana Kago originated among Japanese settlers 

along the Rio Grande who desired to collect and circulate their liter¬ 

ary efforts. It contained waka (Japanese verses of thirty-one syllables), 

haiku (seventeen-syllabled verses), compositions, poems and miscellane¬ 

ous prose writings written by the immigrants in their leisure hours. 

Unfortunately, after the outbreak of the Pacific War the copies were 

all destroyed, together with other Japanese books and writings; and 

today nobody possesses even a single copy. 

Although these immigrants have lived for years in a spiritual 

and physical environment quite unlike that of Japan, they still 

express a deep feeling of homesickness and sentimental attachment 

to their ancestral homes in various ways. For example, in many houses 

the walls of guest rooms are decorated with Japanese art, including 
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water colors and India ink drawings, either in scrolls or in picture 

frames. The decorations in residences owned by first and second 

generation Japanese show a marked contrast, for the Issei still cling 

to the old ways. The Aral home in southeast Houston, which was 

completed in 1937 by a Japanese carpenter invited from California to 

supervise construction, resembles Japanese architecture on the out¬ 

side. The style of the interior can be easily identified as 

Japanese, too. Toko no ma (an alcove), sho.1l (paper sliding doors), 

and chlgai dana (shelves arranged step-wise) are typical Oriental 

parts of the living room; and a Japanese style flower arrangement 

makes the atmosphere and composition of the room very homelike for 

Japanese visitors. 

These instances signify that traditional Japanese culture was 

Introduced even in remote regions like Texas, even though in highly 

fragmentary form. The arts of waka. haiku, the familiar dwarfed 

trees, and Japanese flower arrangements have at least several hundred 

years of history; but it is quite doubtful that the Japanese contri¬ 

buted directly to the culture of Houston. Not only have they been 

in an extreme minority in Harris County, but their major interests 

and skills have not been directed in the field of artistic endeavor. 

The food and eating habits of the immigrants seem to have 

become increasingly Americanized during the course of time, although 

rice still is the major food for the Issei. Favorite foods and drinks 

unique to the Japanese diet are ordered from California or Japan. 

Among these specialties are such typical canned or bottled goods as 

takuan (an odorous pickled radish), nori (dried seaweed), and the well 

known Japanese drink, sake. Red snapper from the Gulf of Mexico are • 



substituted for tai (sea bream), which are served raw as o-gashimi^ 

or are cooked in soup to celebrate any specially happy occasion. A 

kind of glutinous rice, mochigome. uniquely useful for the forming 

of rice cakes, was cultivated and distributed by the Saibaras until 

1955. Since no special stores for Japanese like those in California 

are available in Texas, perishable foods have to be made by the 

people themselves. Some of the wives even undertake the difficult 

task of making tofu, or bean curds. 

Even some of the Issei Interviewed admitted that their tastes 

have been changed by their long sojourn In the United States, while 

their children have grown to adulthood with different food preferences 

from their parents, so that now real Japanese meals are limited to 

holidays or festive get-togethers. Even then the menu served is not 

wholly Japanese. Southern-style fried chicken appears on the table 

along with o-sushl (pressed boiled rice with fish, eggs, seaweed, 

and other ingredients). When meat is served, places are set with 

forks and knives as well as chop sticks. For drinks there is a 

choice of sake or beer, soda water or green tea. Dessert is both ice 

cream and sembei or yokan (bean cakes). Needless to say, this con¬ 

coction of mixed Japanese and American elements is totally different 

from the fare of the Island Kingdom. 

******* 

The birth rate among the Japanese immigrants has been fairly 
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high, and from the outset their whole life and interest have been 

centered in the home* This tendency is quite natural, since the 

Issei were educated and reared in an environment where the family 

unit, often including more than two generations, was considered 

almost sacred* When the children reached marriageable age, they 

tended to select wives or husbands among eligible Nisei of this 

Immediate area. From the standpoint of the Nisei these wedding 

ties were now based on more modem thinking and freedom of choice 

by the individuals concerned, but the/nmarriageable circle has proved 

rather narrow for young Japanese boys and girls. From the standpoint 

of the Issei the result was the re-creation of the village community 

where everybody is related, just as in their former home towns. 

Although the Japanese in Houston came from many different parts of 

Japan, wedding ties brought a complicated pattern of "in-law* re¬ 

lationships very swiftly, as the following table demonstrates: 

Family: 

AB C D E F GHIJK 

In addition to the bonds created by blood and marriage there 

is another kind of unity which depends on native areas. We have 

already seen that the long history of the feudal system and the 

rugged topography of Japan led to very sharp economic, social, and 

political sectionalism and localism, differentiating neighboring 

prefectures, counties, and even villages. Thus it was natural for 

people from the same area to befriend each other more easily than 

people from other regions of Japan. 

d3- " fl f2 
d2  

h 
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On the west coast organizations called Ken.lin-kai (Association 

of Prefectural People) were founded by people from the same prefectures.^ 

Since there were so very few Japanese in the Houston-Harris County area, 

no Ken.11n-kal were formed here} but there still remain such egressions 

as "That person is Iyo-mono" (from the country of Iyo, the name of the 

feudal division of the present Ehime prefecture). There is another 

example which reveals strong feelings of closeness between people from 

the same native area* Immigrants in Harris County from Ehime prefecture 

organized the Ehime Chokln Kumlal (Ehime Prefecture Savings Association) 

and helped each other whenever a member was in need from 1932 till the 

beginning of the war. People from other prefectures were excluded from 

this association. The strong unity within the family, between the kins, 

and among the people from the same native area extends to their attach¬ 

ment and sense of oneness with the other Japanese inhabitants of the 

area* 

The Houston Japanese have not behaved like their countrymen 

on the west coast* There were too few of them to form a Japanese 

town and they did not intend to bind themselves together too tightly 

and perpetually dwell side by side in blind isolation. They were 

proud of their independence and did not particularly feel in need of 

organization for a long term. It is true that there once existed an 

organization called the Japanese Association of Texas which had Selto 

Saibara as its president and Hosaku Kito, who operated a small hotel 

at 1111§- Congress in Houston, as its secretary.^ It was formed for 

the purpose of reunions and social gatherings, but the group eventually 

disappeared because of a lack of business. Until 1921 there was no 

significant organization of Japanese in this area. 



In that year an anti-Japanese land bill was presented to thé 

legislature of Texas. This action was obviously influenced by ac¬ 

tions taken in California in 1920. After the year 1907 a number of 

anti-Japanese measures including anti-alien land resolutions were 

Introduced by California law-makers. The Webb Bill, which passed 

in 1913, prohibited aliens from either owning or leasing agricul¬ 

tural land for more than a three year period.^ Japanese farmers 

in California tried to evade the law by registering deeds in the 

name of their American-born children or by organizing as companies. 

To thwart these activities further an anti-Japanese land Initiative 

law which made it impossible for Japanese to farm except ^through 

crop contracts obtained a large Jfyes* vote of approval in a refer¬ 

endum on the November ballot in 1920. Several other states quickly 

followed this method of dealing with the Oriental problem. Anti- 

* 

alien land bills were also presented in 1921 to legislatures in 

Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Colorado, Nebraska, 

Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and Nevada.^ 

In Texas Senate Bill S. 142, the anti-alien land proposal, 

was submitted on January 28, 1921.^ Its passage would have pro¬ 

duced the same effect as the land legislation of California. Sur¬ 

prised at the situation, the Japanese residing in the Houston- 

Harris County area realized the need of organized effort to curb 

favorable action on this so-called "Jap Bill." They organized 

Nihon Jin Kal. the Japanese Association, collected money, and held 

meetings. Theyjacquired sympathizers within the state legislature, 

but their actions came too late to effect a complete rejection of 

the bill. Nevertheless, their efforts were not in vain, for, 
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although S. 142 passed the Senate on February 17 and was approved 

by the House on March 10, several mitigating amendments were added 

in each chamber which made the fate of the much relieved Texas 

Japanese more fortunate than the outcome of racial bitterness on 

the Pacific coast. For instance, the amendment proposed by W. E. 

Pope of Corpus Christi and adopted by the legislature reads in 

part* 

Art. 15. No alien or person who is not a citizen of 
the United States shall acquire title to or own any lands in 
the State of Texas, or acquire any leasehold or other in¬ 
terest in such lands, except as hereinafter provided. •• 

Art. 16. This title shall not apply to any land now 
owned in this State by aliens, not acquired in violation of 
any law of this State, so long as it is held by the present 
0WQ6r8»« •nor to the following classes of aliens, who are, 
or who shall become, bona fide inhabitants of this State, so 
long as they shall continue to be such bona fide inhabitants 
of the State of Texas: 

(1) Aliens who were bona fide inhabitants of this State 
on the date on which this act becomes a law....40 

The Nihon Jin Kal. the Japanese Association, has continued 

to exist since then, but it has had no affiliation nor relation¬ 

ship with the Japanese Association in California; nor has it been 

recognized formally by the Japanese diplomatic representatives as 

an organization. The Nihon Jin Kal gathered fees and dues. Its 

members elected a slate of officers, including a president and a 

secretary-treasurer. Its functions were mostly limited to social 

gatherings and reunions. About twenty years ago the organization 

obtained land for a community cemetery for Japanese people, and 

its leaders have taken charge of the grounds ever since. When the 

Pacific War Began, the Nihon Jin Kai was dissolved by order of the 

federal government, but at the war's end the group was reborn, 

though in a somewhat more democratic form. The office of president 
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was abolished, and committee members were elected for one year terms 

to take care of the cemetery and social affairs* 

Group meetings are an important part of the life of the aging 

Issel. Their numbers are declining, but they enjoy the pleasure of 

convivial companionship three times a year* The New Year party is 

the most significant for the one-time immigrants, because in the old 

country this is the biggest festivity of the entire year* As the 

end of December nears, pieces of mochi. rice cakes, are pre-cooked 

to be served in a soup dish called zoni, a traditional food for the 

holiday. The Japanese gather at the appointed hour at the house 

idlere the party is to be held, each bringing a nest of beautiful 

lacquer ware boxes filled with delicious Japanese food* Some of 

them bring American style courses, such as fried chicken, salad and 

barbecued meat; but the large central table is dominated by boxes 

and plates full of Japanese delicacies like kamaboko. sushi, and 

kazunoko (herring caviar). The soup dish, zoni. is served in 

lacquer bowls with chop-sticks. Sake flows freely. The guests bow 

slightly when they greet each other, unlike the very deep bows so 

much a part of courtesy in Japan. Then they shake hands and repeat 

the greeting, "Omedeto gozal masu" (Happy New Year) before they 

begin to drink and eat* As the party goes on, some of the men 

become slightly tipsy and begin to sing their native folk songs, 

while the women bustle back and forth between the kitchen and 

dining room to fix green tea and serve second and third helpings of 

zoni. 

On Easter Sunday the Issei have another gathering in their 

club house on the southern outskirts of Houston. This building, 
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which was built by the Nisei before 1941* was maintained throughout 

the war by a former missionary to Japan* This time the Nisei and 

the Sansei (third generation Japanese) join the party, and the food 

is more in the American style and taste than at the New Year’s fete* 

People consume bottles of soda water, slices of cake, and cans of 

beer in great quantity. Of course, there is some Japanese food, 

especially picnic specials like rice balls with black sesame seeds 

and salt* After dinner the younger Japanese play baseball outside 

while the older folk chat indoors* 

The Japanese hold a third reunion on August 15, a beach 

party* They assemble at the bath house operated by a fellow- 

countryman close to the ocean in Galveston and spend the day 

swimming, eating and drinking, and happily planning the next meet¬ 

ing on New Year's Day* These are the major social gatherings of 

the Japanese Association, and they strengthen the closeness and 

intimacy of this immigrant race* 

The togetherness of the Japanese community is revealed at 

times of sickness, birth, and death. People freely offer their 

gifts, services, and help, and take pride in their individualism 

in refusing support from the government* Oldsters without children 

of their own are taken Into the protection and home of another 

family, thus retaining the practice wherein family units and village 

communities in Japan gladly and willingly aid one another in stress 

or need. 

In addition to contact with members of their own community 

and regular reading of Japanese newspapers, there are other ways 

for these isolated people to keep up-to-date on events in Japan* 



Since the opening of the port of Hontton in 1914 Japanese cargo ships 

have sometimes visited the city, usually to import cotton to Japan. 

The crew members are often entertained by the Houston Japanese, and 

in return during their short stay they provide the latest information 

of Japan. On January 23, 1951, when the first Japanese ship since 

the beginning of the Pacific lifer eased up the channel to the turning 

basin and her dock, the Houston Chronicle described the scene as 

follows; 

...but it was the first in the port's history to bring 

steel — 4475 tons of ingots.•• Anxious to board the trim 
freighter, the crowd paced back and forth... Among those 

waiting were•• .84 year-old Saburo Aral, Japanese-born 

Houstonian... The Ryowa-maru will load 7,000 tons of phos¬ 
phate at Tampa, Fla.^ 

A picture of crew members of the Kvowa-maru and Saburo Aral and 

Uitsukiyo Kataoka was added to the article. 

Also, before the war several Japanese cotton companies had 
> 

agents or branch offices in Houston. There was even said to be a 

big advertisement of Toyo Menka (Oriental Cotton Company) in the 

northern suburbs of Houston beside the railroad track. Company 

men sent here for periods of several years often provided new and 

fresh contacts to the immigrants. There was an office of Boeki 

Assen Jo. the Japan Foreign Trade Bureau, which handled mainly the 

brokerage of cotton and tea. The nature of this agency was semi¬ 

official, and some of its employees were sent directly from Japan. 

Another source of outside contacts has been Japanese students 

enrolled in the many educational institutions In Houston. Before 

World Wfer II a few students were at the Dental School of the 

University of Texas in Houston; and since 1945 there have been 



Japanese young people at the University of Houston and the Rice 

Institute, as «ell as resident doctors at various hospitals and 

men doing research at Baylor Medical School* Again there is a 

fair exchange «here both sides gain* The students provide the 

Issei with more first-hand nevs of Japan, and in return the 

Japanese immigrants offer «arm hospitality to young men and 

«omen forced by ambitions and circumstances to stay so far from 

home for anywhere from one to five years* 

Some of the immigrants entertain Japanese travellers as 

«ell as temporary residents. One Japanese family still preserves a 

mounted professional photograph taken at the time of a party held 

for Tustike Tsurumi, a famous politician and writer who later be¬ 

came Minister of Public Welfare in Japan* At that time Tsurumi 

was distributing his books among Japanese in the United States; 

but irregardless this picture, now over a quarter-century old, 

indicates that Japanese immigrants were eager to gather for the 

purpose of obtaining knowledge as well as for reunions* , 

Since Japanese immigrants were not permitted to become 

American citizens until 1952, they necessarily remained subjects 

of the Japanese government even after a residence in the United 

States for many years. The general trend of the policy of the 

Japanese government mellowed after it became obvious that the 

Japanese immigrants intended to settle permanently in the United 

States* At first the Japanese Consulates in this country tried to 

control the Japanese expatriates just as the government of Japan 

presided over its subjects at home, but later they merely tried to 

handle and assist in business affairs and not interfere in internal 
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domestic problems. Issel were left alone to control their own lives 

and concerns. 

Until 1922 the Japanese of the Hbuston-Harris County area 

fell within the jurisdiction of the Japanese Consulate in Chicago, 

but on December 3rd of that year a new Consulate was opened in New 

Orleans. A branch of the New Orleans office was established in 

Houston on March 2, 1941* The Japanese Consuls and Vice-Consuls 

were visible symbols of the Japanese government. When they toured 

through the vicinity of Houston, they were received as special 

guests by the one-time immigrants. The Consulate handled exemp¬ 

tions from the draft, marriages, deaths, and other vital statistics. 

These offices were closed after Pearl Harbor, and the New 

Orleans Consulate was not reopened until June 4, 1952. By then few 

Issel were left, and many of them promptly obtained citizenship in 

the United States as soon as naturalization for Japanese residents 

was legalized by the McCarran Act. Furthermore, the attitude of 

Consulate officials toward the remaining Japanese subjects became 

that of a public servant, not a master or patriarch. Consequently 

their relationships with people of Japanese origin have in recent 

years changed considerably. However, Consuls are still treated with 

respect by the Japanese, whether they have already acquired American 

citizenship or are still under Japanese jurisdiction. 

In addition to their relationships with other Japanese, the 

immigrants have everyday contacts with people of other races and 

nationalities -- Mexicans, Negroes, and Caucasians. Unlike the case 

of Japanese in California, in Texas they encounter no discrimination 

in hotels, theaters, buses, and barber shops. The number of people 



of Japanese descent is too small to be deemed menacing, and their 

wise decision to live among other racial groups rather than bind 

themselves together as 6ther nationalities did in eastern cities 

has led to good relations between the Japanese and their non- 

Oriental neighbors, ^he news of the Pearl Harbor disaster was a 

stunning blow to the Japanese in Texas• Some were fearful of re¬ 

taliation by angry American mobs. The Caucasian wife of one 

Japanese urged her husband to stay at home. He ignored this sugges¬ 

tion, carried on as usual, and found thankfully that nothing happened. 

Truck farmers went to market regularly without interference through¬ 

out the war years and rejoiced that they were not in California. 

During World War II the Japanese were closely watched by the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. Pearl Harbor surprised and shocked 

them. Far from hoping that a war would come, they thought that it 

was extremely foolish for the Japanese militarists to challenge 

America. Nevertheless, most of their houses were given thorough 

searches by F. B. I. agents and all safes were sealed. One of the 

immigrants was asked by Vice-Consul Masaru Sano to dispose of real 

estate and furnishings owned by the Japanese government. This oc¬ 

curred before the Issel heard about events in Hawaii, but a plain¬ 

clothes man was following him and later questioned him closely. 

Immigrants who attended the party at the Vice-Consulate to cele¬ 

brate the birthday of the Emperor on April 29, 1941» were questioned 

in closed interviews while their political backgrounds and national¬ 

istic affiliations were investigated. 

Before the search of their homes began, all Japanese were 

asked to submit voluntarily their cameras, telescopes, and other 



•125- 

possessions prohibited to enemy aliens. Families who overlooked 

these items, who owned photographs of strategic points in the 

United States, or who possessed chemical goods for their children's 

school work were very unfortunate, for this material aroused sus¬ 

picion and was used as evidence against them. The language barrier 

caused much pisunderstanding and confusion, as the words "camera" and 

"camel" sound much alike to non-American ears. Most of the Issel men 

were taken to jail in Houston and in 1942 to the Kennedy Camp in Texas. 

There some were detained only a few weeks, but others had to remain 

for over a year. 

The attitude expressed by Issel toward these events varies 

according to the individual. Some of them look back calmly and rec¬ 

ognize that perhaps interment was needed, if for no more reason 

than a formality, because they were subjects of an enemy country. 

Some are pleased that their confinement was not so long and miser¬ 

able as the punishment Japanese on the west coast had to suffer. 

Others prefer not to talk about a period of so many bad memories. 

Uhile their menfolk were held in camp, the women and children took 

over the work. Even after their release the Issei were subject to 

control by the federal government until the end of the military 

occupation of Japan. They had to report their address annually and 

submit a formal request before any travelling was allowed. 

The internment camp incident was a tragedy for the Japanese 

residents of Harris County. They had lived in America for years and 

had no desire to return to Japan and abandon their means of liveli- 
\ 

hood. Their ties to their native communities'had been broken long 

ago, and their children were legally accepted as full Americans. 
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The tragedy iras that the Issel were not allowed to have citizenship 

until 1952, after World War II, for under other conditions the un¬ 

fairness and disgrace of the whole camp policy would never have taken 

place* 

******* 

Many Japanese who stayed in the United States, including 

those who came to Harris County, wished to become American citizens; 

but ever since they came to the United States the door had been 

closed* The history of naturalization as it influenced the life of 

Japanese immigrants will now be briefly reexamined. 

The first naturalization law was enacted in the United States 

in 1790. Any "free white persons* of alien birth who filled certain 

requirements were eligible for citizenship.^ As the decades passed 

slight revisions were made in the law; but the first substantial 

change came in 1870, when Negroes and their descendants became 

eligible for citizenship, ^he word *white* was also stricken out, 

but in 1875 the color line was redrawn because of anti-Chinese agi¬ 

tation in California. During this period there was hardly any doubt 

as to the eligibility of Japanese for citizenship. The first 

Japanese to become legally an American was a shipwrecked fisherman 

named Hikozo, who was granted citizenship in 1850. According to the 

census of 1910 there were 420 Japanese-born American citizens in the 

United States.^ 



Anti-Japanese feeling did not gain Impetus until many Japanese 

began to enter the United States around 1900« So in 1906 Congress 

revised the naturàllzation lav to exclude Japanese, and at the same 

time all American courts were directed by the Department of Justice 

to reject Japanese applications for naturalization. Some courts had 

already been in doubt much earlier about the eligibility rights of 

Japanese. For Instance, Eohel Tanaka emigrated to California and 

obtained his first naturalization papers in 1889. After the stipu¬ 

lated five year waiting period his expectation that he would receive 

his second papers was denied by judicial action. Kohei asked in 

vain for assistance from Consul Chinda,44 who replied to his letter 

with a statement denouncing the theory of dual citizenship! 

Since primarily the law of our country does not permit 
the Japanese to cut the tie of obligation to our Emperor as 
his servant and to be naturalized in a foreign land...it is 
obvious that X am not able to be of any assistance to you in 
your request....45 

The way in which Seito Saibara and other rice farmers filed 

their certificates of intent in Houston in 1903» only to have their 

requests returned, has been mentioned earlier in the body of this 

paper. By extension, since Japanese were not able to attain the 

rights and privileges of naturalization, the corollary that all 

Japanese-American citizens should lose their special status seemed 

equally logical. A law suit to strip citizenship from a man natu¬ 

ralized in 1898 was introduced in southern California, but later 

the case was dropped and the defendant retained his citizenship.^ 

In a test case the Supreme Court In 1922 held that Takao Ozawa (and 

hence all Japanese nationals) were ineligible for consideration as 

American citizens.4? Furthermore, Japanese who were given the right 
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of citizenship by enlistment in the United States army during World 

War I were denied this privilege in 1923* This unfair decision vas 

in effect until 1935. 

In 1924 an immigration bill was introduced in Congress in 

order that the government could hold back the number of Immigrants 

from other countries, in amendment based on the Ozava decision vas 

added to exclude "all aliens ineligible to citizenship. Since 

immigrants from most of Asia vere already excluded by an act of 

1917, the lav of 1924 vas regarded as a definite slap against 

Japanese people and policies so far as its Asian application vas 

concerned. The lav makers in Washington insisted, though, that 

economic competition of the Japanese vas the sole reason for ex¬ 

cluding Japanese settlers; but, even if the Japanese had been alloved 

to become citizens of the United States, the quota of Japanese would 

have been only 185 compared with about 150,000 European Immigrants 

per year. Surely this economic determinism is false. 

Much has been said concerning the Immigration Act of 1924. 

This bill passed largely because of anti-Japanese emotionalism in 

California and the development of Japanese power politics in China, 

which caused a wave of feeling against Japan in the United States. 

The "Hanihara incident,tt although directly responsible for the 

passage of the bill in the Senate, was incidental to the whole 

picture. This action of Congress made Japanese like Selto and others 

lose all hope of becoming naturalized citizens. Many Issel gavé up 

their attempt to accept American customs and remained loyal to Japan. 

One article in the Political Science Quarterly tried to examine the 

development of anti-Japanese agitation and a^possible solution to the 
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problem in these words, which are remarkably forward-looking for a 

writer in 1923: 

The best means...of handling this question (immigration) 
is through a treaty... This treaty should guarantee to Japa¬ 
nese residents already in this country most-favored-nation 
treatment in all civil right?, and mfcke them eligible to.Ameri- 
can citizenship on the same basis as any other aliens.*' 

A book published in 1943 opines: 

If, when we excluded the Japanese in 1924, we had nat¬ 
uralized those already within our borders, we would have had 
their loyalty. So the fault is partly ours for having created 
a situation where we both demanded and refused loyalty from an 
alien group.50 

The Immigration Actcof 1924 was extensively cited as propa¬ 

ganda by Japanese imperialists before and during World War II. Even 

as late as 1954 a local newspaper in Japan editorialized, "In fact, 

it has been said that the underlying cause of the Pacific War origi¬ 

nated in the Immigration Act of 1924Whatever the criticisms or 

justifications of the law, its effect bore heavily on the Issei. In 

the early years many Japanese came to the United States with the in¬ 

tention of returning to their own country. This was also the policy 

of the Japanese government in the 19th century. The government ex¬ 

pected immigrants to send money back to Japan and did not encourage 

them to settle down in a foreign land.5^ But, as Bradford Smith 

says, "Very few alien parents realized that the coming of American- 

born children would cause an about-face in family planning, leading 

them a£ first reluctantly to postpone and then forever to abandon 

the return to Japan. 

There were, of course, other reasons for permanent settlement. 

The first immigrants to the Houston-Harrls County area came with the 

intention to stay here forever. Others could not go back to Japan 
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because of business Interests, and still more were hesitant due to 

uncertainty about means to earn a ^living in Japan or because they 

feared loneliness in a land which now seemed alien to them. So they 

stayed in the United States, philosophically accepting their fate 

as subjects of Japan. 

World War II changed the whole situation. Chinese and Fili¬ 

pinos became eligible for citizenship in 1943 and 1946, respectively. 

One wall of the racial barrier had toppled. With the return of peace 

and the diplomatic revolutions of the cold war period the feeling 

toward Japanese in the United States became considerably better. 

Much credit for this is due to the military fame and heroism in Italy 

of the 442nd regiment, entirely composed of Nisei, and the cooperative 

attitude of Japanese in American Internment camps. Several revisions 

of the Immigration Act of 1924 were debated in Congress, finally 

culminating in 1952 with passage of the McCarran Act. Many of its 

provisions are controversial; but for the Japanese the law marked the 

end of a long uphill struggle, as it decreed the elimination of all 

racial and sex distinctions and for the first time included Asiatics 

in the quota system, with a limit of 2,000 annually for all Oriental 

countries 

First generation Japanese are now allowed to become citizens, 

and in some cases they are even permitted to take the examinations 

in Japanese. Since 1953 about two-thirds of the Issei in the Houston- 

Harris County area have obtained citizenship, and they are glad that 

they are finally able to join their children in the matter of complete 

and open loyalty to America. Their attitude toward the United States 

subsequently has changed a great deal. Before he became an American 
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citizen, one Issei tape-recorded his voice singing the old national 

anthem of Japan, "Kind Ga To* {"The Reign of My Lord, the Emperor"), 

a patriotic song which bears quite a sentimental overtone and meaning 

to Japanese bom and raised in the era of Meiji. He played the tape 

for the last time just before he took his oath of allegiance to the 

United States, feeling that his loyalties could noblonger be divided* 
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EPILOGUE 

Today* 8 young Japanese in the Houston-Harris County area are 

as much a minority element as sere their parents* Their lot is 

somewhat different from the Nisei on the west coast, for racial an¬ 

tagonism against the Japanese has never been strong in Texas; but 

one can easily find the same problems and tendencies in both groups 

and both areas of the United States* 

Section I of the Fourteenth Amendment, which was adopted in 

1868, grants to second generation Japanese, or Nisei, as well as 

all other Individuals born in this country, the full legal rights, 

privileges, and immunities of American citizenship, a status denied 

their parents. The degree of the assimilation of these people, just 

a generation away from Japan, is very remarkable. Their physical 

appearance is usually different from their fathers and mothers, in 

facial contours, skin coloration, height, and over-all size* Their 

cultural traits are distinctly American. In one lifetime the 

Japanese have accomplished the task of complete Americanization in 

their psychology, language, and everyday customs* 

Of course, there have been some individual differences and 

variants, for the goal has not been achieved with absolute unformity. 

Assimilation is partly dependent on the age and education of the 

parents, the extent of their bonds to Japan, and their intentions 

upon their arrival in America. The final, all important factors 

rest with the Nisei — their age and adaptability. If the parents 
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are inclined to look upon Japan favorably as their spiritual cradle, 

the Nisei of these families are trained accordingly. Where there 

are several sisters and brothers, the younger children usually tend 

to be more Americanized than the older ones. Sometimes the oldest 

child sacrifices himself for the sake of his younger sisters and 

brothers as middleman and shield between the old generation and the 

new. Like their parents the Nisei also are apt to have feelings 

of sympathy, kinship, and nostalgia toward Japan; but usually this 

is caused by self-consciousness and a realization of their half-way 

status, by origin Japanese but by orientation 100 per cent American. 

Since the Japanese place the utmost importance on education, 

the Nisei were encouraged to pursue their education as long as 

possible. At home the Issel provided further Instruction, so that 

their children would learn to appreciate and inherit the cultural 

traditions of Japan. If possible the immigrants hoped to maintain 

and facilitate closeness and understanding between the two generations. 

They realized that the Japanese language was a vital link in this 

chain, and hence in California Japanese language schools flourished 

at one time. In the Houston-Harrls County area, however, there never 

was an organized Japanese language school. Instead, for a short 

while before World War II two well educated Issel wives taught Japa¬ 

nese to about ten second generation children, one holding classes at 

the Japanese club house and the other at her home. The sessions 

lasted for approximately an hour on Saturdays. Parents hoped to have 

substantial results, and there was some beneficial effect to the 

extent that those who studied in these groups today know some Japa¬ 

nese; but from the view point of the Nisei the classes were a purely 



laborious chore. Some were glad to go to Saturday school, but 

mostly so they could play with the other Rise! after class. The 

Nisei began to believe that unlike California there was very little 

necessity to speak Japanese in this area. 

Aside from this special education the Nisei went through the 

public schools and became thorough Americans, even while living in 

the Japanese atmosphere of their parents. Thirst for education and 

encouragement from their parents prompted them to progress beyond a 

high school education. More than thirty per cent of them have 

graduated from college; two even obtained doctorates. Fewer girls 

than boys are college graduates. This picture presents quite a con¬ 

trast to the educational opportunities available to their parents. 

Some Nisei had difficulties upon completing their high school 

work shortly before and during World War II. Some Texas colleges 

refused them admission purely on racial grounds, not for the criteria 

of poor grades or inadequate preparation. One university explained 

as its policy for rejecting Nisei applications the fact that a Japa¬ 

nese engineering graduate had not received any employment offers in 

the profession for which he had been trained. The institution ap¬ 

parently felt that it was a waste of funds to accept another student 

whose job prospects seemed so slim, but the school did not safeguard 

the interests of non-Japanese applicants with the same altruistic 

care. Another Nisei. Harvey Saibara, who later lost his life in an 

airplane crash while training as an aviation cadet, had a similar 

experience during the war. He applied at one of the state insti¬ 

tutions of Texas and was rejected on the grounds of his color and 

ancestry, but Sam Houston State Teachers' College in Huntsville 
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granted him permission to register and he was immediately accepted 

by his classmates. It is a pleasure to report that these incidents 

have not recurred since the end of the fighting in the Pacific. 

So far as their professions are concerned, slightly less than 

50 per cent of the male Nisei engage in agriculture in its many forms, 

while just over half of the female Japanese-Americans are housewives. 

The profession ranking next to farming for men is engineering, whereas 

the majority of the remaining women have entered the medical field, 

chiefly as laboratory technicians, biochemists, and nurses. The rest 

of the Nisei of both sexes follow a diversity of occupations in the 

cities of the United States. The general tendency for the children 

of immigrants to leave the farm is readily apparent in the case of 

the Nisei of Harris County. 

Since they were raised in fanning families which practiced in¬ 

tensive methods of agriculture, those second generation Japanese who 

were equipped with scientific ability and knowledge and who were 

endowed with shrewdness in the management of their land and their 

business dealings have gained recognition as among the outstanding 

fanners of this area. The following clippings from Houston news¬ 

papers Indicate this fact. 

Whenever a vegetable show is held in Houston, you can 
figure on Chester Iio's name being somewhere near the top of 
the prize list. 

But at the Houston Produce Terminal's first annual 
Vegetable Day Wednesday, Mr. Iio did a little better than 
usual. His bushel of choice eggplants won the title of grand 
champion vegetable of the entire show... 

Mr. Iio, who farms at 501 Gulf Bank Hoad, has been a 
consistent winner in the Farmers Co-operative Marketing Asso¬ 
ciation's annual Vegetable Day. In 1952, his bushel of egg¬ 
plants was judged champion of the show and his entries also 
placed high in the 1953 and 1954 events. 

Other entries by Mr. Iio caught the judges' eyes at 
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the Houston Produce Terminal show. He placed first in the 
sweet pepper class, first in string beans, second in hot 
peppers and third in cucumbers... 

People who say the blackland prairies of South Harris, 
North Galveston and Brazoria counties aren't suitable for 
truck farming should take a good look at the 140-acre vegetable 
farm of Ty Kobayashi at Webster. Kobayashi has done wonders 
with his black prairie farm... He fertilizes with 300 pounds of 
12-12-6 to the acre and side-dresses with nitrate. Kobayashi, 
35, is an A. and M. College graduate in horticulture....* 

In the west coast area before the war Nisei could plan on 

jobs with Japanese companies which had branches in the main western 

cities, but after 1941 "for Nisei with good education and no capital 

the plight (of unemployment) was cold and frightening.There were 

several instances in which Nisei in the Houston-Harris County area 

had trouble in obtaining work during World War II. One student, who 

graduated from college with a B. S. degree and outstanding grades, 

was unable to enter any profession. Still another boy, whose class¬ 

mates were promised employment even before graduation day, could not 

find work upon the completion of his college requirements. This 

Nisei and one disabled Caucasian student were the only two engineers 

in the class who encountered any difficulty in being placed. Many 

young men left Houston and sought employment in northern cities like 

Detroit, Cleveland, and Chicago; but Harris County has never been so 

barren of opportunities for Japanese-Amerieans as has California, 

where girls "could not get jobs as teachers and there were but few 

openings for nurses. "4 Here there have been nurses, a high school 

teacher, and several laboratory technicians among Nisei women. 

Most Nisei were able to support themselves adequately, and 

their next consideration was marriage. This proved to be a serious 



difficulty, for Japanese living in the Houston area have a very 

small circle of eligible prospective brides and grooms from which 

to pick a mate. The problem is made even more acute by a wide 

difference of opinion between the older and newer generations on 

the subject of marriage, which has aroused considerable friction. 

Mixed marriages are not generally approved by the Issei. who still 

prefer a correct and conventional Japanese style marriage rather 

Ilian a love match. In consequence Nisei weddings vary according to 

parent-children relationships within each family. Most Houston 

Nisei have chosen others of their same race in Texas, other states, 

and Hawaii; but a few are married to Caucasians and Mexicans. Some 

alliances have been dictated by the parents of the couple, while 

others express their own preferences through dating. A few fathers 

have forbidden their daughters to marry a Japanese boy, arguing 

that they came to the United States to become .Americans. Most Nisei 

listened to the opinions of their parents, but many showed their 

independence and self-reliance and did what they believed was right. 

The Pacific War created extreme hardships for the Nisei. De¬ 

spite their status as American citizens, the fact that they were the 

children of Japanese subjects made for very delicate situations. A 

good example is the war career of Tsutomu Okabayashi, who tried to 

join the armed forces repeatedly shortly after the attack on Pearl 

Harbor. Each time his application was rejected, until in 1943 

Secretary of War Stimson announced that Nisei enlistees in the army 

would be accepted. Tsutomu volunteered immediately and as a member 

of the 442nd regiment saw hard action on many battlegrounds in the 

Italian peninsula. In France the /42nd rescued the JXost'‘Battalion 
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of Texas," which had been marooned behind German lines* For this 

every soldier in the regiment, including "Tommy" Okabayashl, 

received a unit citation and a picture of a silver shield on which 

are engraved these words: 

To the 442nd Infantry Regiment 
With Deep Sincerity And Utmost Appreciation 
For the Gallant Fight To Effect Our Rescue 
After We Had Been Isolated For Seven Days 

1st Battalion, 141st Infantry Regiment 
Biffontaine, France 

From 24th To 30th October 

1944 

Robert Saibara, who was later promoted to the rank of lieu¬ 

tenant colonel in the United States army and was the first nisei to 

achieve such a high position,'* participated in three major offensives 

in Europe. After serving in England, France, Belgium, Luxemburg, and 

Germany, he was awaiting orders for the Pacific theater and the in¬ 

vasion of Japan when the war ended. Robert Saibara*s declaration 

that "To me the war against the Japs is the same as the war against 

the Germans"^ in one sense fulfilled his grandfather Seito's frequent¬ 

ly expressed hope for an undivided loyalty on the part of his colony 

and family to the United States. According to an article in the 

February 26, 1933, issue of the Houston Chronicle. Seito once told 

Robert, 

As youths of German parentage had certain sympathetic 
interests in things German, and yet were thoroughly American, 
so you have kindly feelings toward the Japanese and still you 
are thoroughly American. I hope the day never will come when 
there shall be armed conflict between Japan and the United 
States. If there should bé, your duty lies with your native 
America.' 

Many Nisei Joined the United States armed forces during and 

after the war. Some of them were stationed in Japan for occupation 
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duty and were able to meet their cousins and other relatives. The 

percentage of the number of commissioned officers in this group was 

high* One family could boast of three, all of whom were graduates 

of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas. 

The war years were quite dark for the Nisei, although those 

from the Houston-Harris County area were not affected so much as 

were second generation Japanese-Amer leans in California. Indirectly 

the internment policy adopted by the United States proved beneficial 

for the Japanese community in Houstôn, because more than a dozen 

Nisei who were moved to relocation camps outside California eventu¬ 

ally came to Harris County with their parents and families. Certainly 

it was not in the tradition of the Western World to deny "the proposi- 

g 
tion that a man is not responsible for his anceètors}B and the re¬ 

settlement plan, which was highly unjust treatment from even a mili¬ 

tary or tactical standpoint, was wholly indefensible when applied to 

citizens of this country whose loyalties were to the land of their 

birth, not that of their ancestors. 

Some Nisei showed their sentiments by joining the army direct¬ 

ly from their camps when they were declared eligible for enlistment 

in 1943. One such man was George Otsuka, who fought side by side 

with Tsutomu Okabayashi as a sergeant in the famous 442nd regiment* 

After the war the War Relocation Authority thought that dispersion of 

Japanese families throughout the country would be wise for the wel¬ 

fare of the Japanese, and the evacuees were gradually freed and 

encouraged to start a new life away from the Pacific coast. During 

the course of resettlement many unpleasant incidents occurred in 

California, where frequently local attitudes represented the worst 



elements of society* Intolerance and antagonism toward people of 

Japanese descent did not end with the surrender signed on the 

Missouri, and many Japanese families abandoned their homes and 

California forever. The whole Otsuka clan came to a farm rented 

by Charles Otsuka in the summer of 1945, and George Otsuka joined 

his family in Texas upon his discharge in December. 

The veteran and his family wanted a farm of their own, and 

arrangements were made with a landowner in the Cypress area near 

Tomball in Harris County. However, quite suddenly, they were in¬ 

formed that they could not move into the new place because the 

people of the neighborhood had threatened to cause trouble if 

Japanese were allowed to live there. As the oldest son in the 

family, George was responsible for the well-being of his whole 

family, since his sixty-eight year old father was too aged to ful¬ 

fill his duties. George was so upset by the hostility shown him in 

Texas that he wrote a bitter letter to the Houston Press i 

What I would like to know is this your answer for 
rescuing the 'Lost Battalion' of your proud 36th Division 
in the Vosges mountains in France?... 

Is that your answer to my buddies who will never 
come back and who fortunately won't feel the sting of preju¬ 
dices? 

If it is, then the picture I am enclosing is yours. 
I don't want it. There isn't enough room Inside me for this 
and my recent experience.° 

Inside the envelope was his treasured souvenir photograph of the 

plaque presented to his regiment two years before. 

Following the publication of this letter many people offered 

to rent farm land to the Otsukas. According to the Press. Colonel 

David M. Frazior announced that he would ask General Miller 

Ainsworth of Luling, head of the 36th Division Association, to in- 



terrene for the Japanese-American youth. The Houston chapter of the 

American Veterans Committee also offered its services to George, 

with the statement that "either Texans must uphold the principles of 

democracy at home, or else our boys have died in vain... This 

response was entirely different from the reaction seen all too often 

on the west coast, where Nisei were made extremely unwelcome.^ The 

Otsukas finally accepted the offer of an attractive farm in Sheldon 

on favorable terms, and as they accomplished their resettlement the 

story of one Japanese family in Harris County came to a happy ending. 

Still, the present Japanese community around Houston is 

quite different in detail from the structure which the pioneer rice 

enterprisers wanted to build. According to a Japanese proverb, a 

tiger leaves its fur after its death, while a man leaves his name. 

To the Japanese way of thinking a person's name is very important, 

and it is true that county maps containing references to Mykawa and 

Satsuma do indicate a degree of Japanese influence, ^ut who will 

recall in the future that these names are of Japanese origin? The 

lives and struggles of this small immigrant minority will be for¬ 

gotten as the years go by, for most of them are not famous enough so 

that their names will be known to làter generations. But these 

Japanese people have worked hard to open the earth and enrich their 

adopted Abate and country; and from them have issued many loyal, 

energetic, and resourceful Americans, !-Their experiences offer useful 

lessons to future immigrants, knowledge which the Issel learned at 

the cost of painful experience. For example, the public relations 

of the Japanese in Texas have been better than those of settlers in 

California, which can be directly attributed to a concerted and 
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deliberate effort to mingle with non-Japanese neighbors. 

None can deny that the history of these Japanese immigrants 

constituted an interesting if not decisive chapter in the epic of 

the first half of the present century in the Texas Gulf coast 

region. The original purpose and intentions of Seito Saibara have 

been accomplishedt and the colony of Japanese newcomers and their 

descendants which he envisioned five decades before has been ac¬ 

cepted by the hospitable people of Houston. No longer is there just 

a dream} now there is reality. 
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the average acreage cultivated by an agricultural family was 
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7. Ibid.. 311. 

8. In 1638 an uprising by the Japanese Christians (the Shimabara 
rebellion) was suppressed by the government, and the Shogunate 
seized the opportunity to lay a complete ban on intercourse 
with western European countries. This policy was dramatically 
ended by the arrival of Commodore Matthew C. Perry in Yedo Bay 
and the negotiation of a commercial treaty In 1858 by the 
United States Consul Townsend Harris. 

9. C. McWilliams, Prejudicei Japanese-Amerlcans. Symboll of Racial 
Intolerance (Boston, 1944), 7; and B. Smith, Americans From 
Japan (Philadelphia. 1948), xiii. It is interesting to note 
that both writers assert that the coming of the first waves of 
immigrants was initiated by *our (American) Insistence11 and not 
the desire of the Japanese. 

10. T. Irie, Hoiln Kaigal Hatten Shi (A History of Japanese Expansion 
to Foreign Lands). (Tokyo. 1936). vol. I, 25-29, presents an 
account of the origin of the Wakamatsu colony of Gold Hill, 
California, which was planted by some forty Japanese led by a 
Dutchman. 

11. Y. Ichihashi, Japanese in the United States (Stanford, Califor¬ 
nia, 1932), 9. According to Professor Ichihashi, of the 
1,186,605 passports issued by the Japanese government during the 
period between 1868 and 1924, 238',’291 were for emigrants to 
Hawaii, 198,070 for the United States, and 304,648 for Asiatic 
Russia, while passports to the Philippine Islands, Brazil, and 



Peru were each less than 40,000. These figures do not furnish 
an accurate picture of immigration, however, as many of the 
people given passports were students, government officials, 
and business men who soon returned to Japan. 

12. Irie, OP. clt.. 285, 289-295. Several schemes in the 1880's to 
plant colonies in California and Washington under definite 
corporate leadership were not successful. This book also tells 
the story of a liberal group which escaped from the absolutist 
Meiji government in Japan and settled in San Francisco around 
the year 1888. 

13. T. Ichihashi, Japanese Immigration. Its Status in California 
(San Francisco, 1913), 4-5. 

14. P. Vidal de la Blache, Principes de Géographie Humaine (Paris, 
1922), 112. In the English language edition of this noted 
work, the translation reads* "Similarity of climate provides 
the clew. It encourages penetration into regions similar to 
those left behind, in oxder that life may continue in accus¬ 
tomed ways." 

15. C. Wittke, We Who Built America (New fork, 1939), xi. 

16. According to Yamato Ichihashi, in Japanese Immigration. Its 
Status in California. 15, in 1900 there were 18,269 Japanese 
in the Pacific states, 5,107 in the mountain states and 950 
in the rest of the states. He further states in his Japa¬ 
nese In the United States. 95, that in 1930 Japanese in the 
Pacific states constituted 86.1 per cent of all Japanese in 
the country. Bradford Smith wonders in his Americans from 
Japan. 222, why Japanese have concentrated in the western 
coastal areas unlike European or Chinese immigrants. 

This general picture is corroborated by other writers. 
According to T. Irie (op. clt.. 474), there were 100 Japanese 
in Texas in 1905 and 151 in 1906, while the total number of 
Japanese in the United States was 56,018 in 1905 and 75,146 
in 1906. Zalbel Nihon Jin Sanervo So ran (An Outline of Indus¬ 
tries of Japanese Residing in the United States) (Los Angeles. 
1940) states on page 936 that in 1909 there were 3457 Japa¬ 
nese in Colorado, 2409 in Utah, 271 in Arizona, and 103 in 
Texas. According to the map on page 96 of Y. Ichihashi's 
Japanese in the United States, which shows the distribution by 
states of Japanese residents in the United States for 1930, 
519 resided in Texas. Also, in "Zembei Nikeijln Fukko Ryaku 
Shi" ("A Short History of the Reconstruction of Japanese in the 
United States") in The New Japanese American News Year Book 
for 1949 (Los Angeles, 1949), there is the following statement 
on page 32* "Before the War (the Second World War), in Texas, 
there were only twenty to thirty Japanese families each dis¬ 
tributed in El Paso, San Antonio and Houston. People have 
often wondered that the largest state of the United States held 
such few residents of Japanese origin...." The same yearbook 
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has 225 entries from the state of Texas» ihis number does not 
necessarily indicate the true Japanese population, because 
usually the head of a family or a husband and a wife are en¬ 
tered as one unit, while their children, the Nisei, enter their 
names separately if they are listed at all. But the yearbook 
as a whole does indicate the pattern and trend of the distri¬ 
bution of the Japanese population. 

The United States census of 1940, as quoted in the 
World Almanac of 1943» Indicates that there were 126,947 
Japanese in the United States, including Americans of Japanese 
ancestry, and 157,905 in the Hawaiian Islands. Despite dis¬ 
location of many families in World War II, the Japanese popu¬ 
lation in this country is gradually increasing. 

17. R. B. Vance, Human Geography of the South (Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, 1932), 215. 

18. W. N, Ginn, "New History of Rice Industry in America,* Rice 
Journal, vol. 35, no. 9 (September, 1932), U-12. 

19. The late Dr. Seaman Asahel Knapp (1833-1911), one-time presi¬ 
dent of Iowa State Agricultural College, contributed a great 
deal to the farmers of the South. He promoted the development 
of the southwestern part of Louisiana by inviting thousands of 
farmers from the midwestern states. He was particularly well 
known by his work concerning the rice industry in Louisiana and 
Texas. He was authorized by Secretary of Agriculture James 
Wilson in 1898 and 1901 to visit the Oriental countries, in¬ 
cluding Japan, to study the rice industry. For many years he 
was president of the Rice Growers' Association of America, and 
was in charge of the Farmers' Cooperative Demonstration Work 
until the time of his death. (B. T. Galloway, "Seaman Asahel 
Knapp,* in Yearbook of the United States Department of Agri¬ 
culture. 1911 (Washington. 1912). 161-154. ) 

20. S. A. Knapp, *Rice Culture," United States, Department of Agri¬ 
culture, Farmers' Bulletin 417 (Washington, 1910), 8? J. W. 
Jones, J. M. Jenkins, R. H. Wyche and M. Nelson, "Rice Culture 
in the Southern States," United States, Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, Farmers' Bulletin 1808 (Washington, 1938), 2. This rice 
was grown in the Japanese experimental station, Kyushu branch. 
(Y. Fujioka, "America No Kome" ($Rice in the United States"), 
in America No Kome To Inasaku (Rice and Rice Culture in the 
United States (Tokyo. 19541. 66^67?) 

21. Texas Almanac for 1904 (Galveston, 1904), 80. J. W. Jones, 
J. 0. Dockins, R. K. Walker and W. C. Davis, "Rice Production 
in the Southern States," United States, Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, Fanners' Bulletin 2043 (Washington, 1952), 3, states 
that "Upland, or nonirrigated, rice probably was grown to a 
small extent in Texas as early as 1863...." A similar asser¬ 
tion appears in E. B. Reynolds, "Research on Rice Production 
in Texas," Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, Bqlletln 775 
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(College Station, Texas, 1954)> 5* 

22. Morrison and Fourmy Directory Company, General Directory of the 
City of Houston. 1902-1903 (Galveston, 1902), 3. 

23. Workers of the Writers' Program of the Work Projects Adminis¬ 
tration in the State of Texas, Houston. A History and Guide 
(Houston, 1942), 105. 

24. Those books and reports are as follows: 
1. D. Toshimura, Hokubel Texas Shu No Belsaku (Sice 

Culture of the State of Texas. North Americal 
(Osaka, 1903). 

2. D. Toshimura, Texas Beisaku No Jikken (The Ex¬ 
periment of Rice Culture in Texas) (Osaka. 1905). 

3. H. Mori, "Hokubei Gashukoku Ni Okeru Beisaku Ni 
Kansuru Chosa Hokoku" ("A Report of the Investi 
gation Concerning the Rice Culture in the United 
States"), in Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce 
of Japan, Special Report 12 (Tokyo, 1902). This 
was also published by the office of the Tokyo 
Tax Superintendent in 1903* 

4. H. Tamawaki, Beikoku Texas Shu N1 Okeru Beisaku 
• Ml Kansuru Hokoku (A Report on the Rice Culture 

in Texas. United States of America) (Tokyo. 1905). 

25. No record of this conference, which apparently took place in 
Houston, has thus far been obtainable. Neither the Chamber 
of Commerce of Houston nor the Texas Rice Promotion Associ¬ 
ation is able to provide the information. Mrs. May Hayes of 
the Southern Construction and Mill Supply Company, who had 
been in the rice business since the beginning of this century, 
says .that there were no minutes kept at the meeting. Rice 
cultivation was then truly an Infant industry, and very few 
rice growers could have been in attendance. 

26. At the end of the Tokugawa period in 1867-1868 there were 
several categories of goshl. *fhe heads of the great clans in 
far off districts such as Satsuma or Tosa maintained a system 
of supporting retainers. These retainers, the goshl. lived in 
the countryside and would till the soil in time of peace and 
fight under their lord's banners in an emergency. Less 
wealthy and powerful lords also allowed their squires to live 
in the country as a means of helping themselves financially* 

Other goshl were free from military obligations. Some 
belonged to old families who had long ago been samurai or 
warriors, but were now treated as squires. Others were farmers 
who became goshl by merit of building dikes or embankments, 
performing reclamation works, or by making great presents in 
money or grain. These nouveaux riches lacked the social and 
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traditional qualifications of samurai background. After the 
Meiji Restoration all goshi belonged to the shizoku. or 
middle class. Unlike the samurai in the clans, they were able 
to adjust themselves comfortably to the new social and eco¬ 
nomical life. Many outstanding men of the Meiji regime came 
from this class of ex-samurai. (See the article on "goshi" 
in T. Wakamori, ed., Nihon Rekishi Da 1.1 it en (Cyclopedia of 
Japanese History) (Tokyo, 1952.) 

27* The present Izuma is located in "Tosa No Kuni," the couhtry of 
Tosa. It lies in the administrative unit of Takaoka-machi 
(Takaoka town), Takaoka-gun (Takaoka county), Kochi-ken (Kochi 
prefecture). The Izuma settlement was within the administra¬ 
tive units called "mura" (villages) which included several 
settlements which were called "mura" until the end of the 
Tokugawa era. These natural settlements are independent units. 
Each one is a world in itself and forms a tightly-knit com¬ 
munity. '‘he'members of a community help each other in agri¬ 
cultural work and also on any occasion of an unusual nature. 
Quite often the people in a community have blood relationships, 
and may or may not bear the same last names. A temple and a 
shrine are often the centers of this type of community life. 

Izuma is located at the western edge of Kochi plain. 
Mountains about 200 to 300 meters high separate Izuma from the 
ocean to the south. The village is compact and faces a nar¬ 
row rice field to the west. Except on the north it is almost 
wholly surrounded by wooded hills 100-140 meters high. The 
climate of this area is generally mild and warm. (See "Suza- 
ki," a 1/50,p00 scale map published by Kensetsusho Chiri Chosa 
Jo (Institute of Geographical Research of the Ministry of 
Construction of Japan.) (Henceforth simply the name and scale 
of maps will be cited. Since World War II this organization 
is the only authorized agency entrusted with topographical 
geographical studies of such minute scale.) 

28. Mlso. a bean paste, is used for soup; and shoyu. soy sauce, is 
used for seasoning. Rice^ miso. and shoyu are the bread and 
butter of the Japanese diet. 

29. T. Matsumoto, S. Kawasawa and Y. Hosoki, A Pamphlet Explaining 
the Reason for Building the Monument For Mr. Seito Salbara 
(Takaoka, Kochi, 1955), 1. 

30. S. Toyama, "Gaisetsu" ("General Discussion"), in Nihon Rekishi 
Koza (Lectures of Japanese History Series) (Tokyo, 1952), vol. 
V, no. 1, 76; Norman, on. cit.. 173. 

Mr. Hirano points out the two;sides of the chhracter of 
the landlords who participated in the Liberty and People's 
Right Movement. He says that the landlords who accumulated 
money because of their rental property were not the simple 
landlords of the countryside. They invested their capital in 
manufacturing handicrafts or became sakaya. mlsoya. or shovuya. 
producing wine, bean paste, and soy sauce. Because of their 
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interest in small scale local business they were ready to attack 
the financial oligarchy In the bureaucratic government. (Hirano, 
op. cit.. 31-32, 180-181.) 

£. H. Norman adds more to this explanation, the landowners 
saw the price of rice drop, particularly between the period 1881- 
1888. At that time the financial and industrial circles close to 
the government were accumulating vast amounts of wealth because 
of official protection. Thus "Freedom and People's Rights* and 
"Freedom of Enterprise" became their slogans. (Norman, op. cit.. 

169, 171-172.) 

31. A short history of the college is printed in the Catalogue of 
Doshisha University (Kyoto, 1955)* 

32. S. Hattori and S. Fujii, "Gaisetsu" ("General Discussion")in 
Nihon Rekishi Koza (Tokyo, 1952), vol. VI no. 2, 31* 

33. S. Fujioka, "Ayumi No Ato" ("In the Steps of Our Forefathers"), 
no. 9, in Rafu Shlmpo (The Los Angeles Japanese Dally News). 
March 25, 1955» Shiro Fujioka has written several hundred 
articles for the Rafu Shimpo about the history of the Japanese 
in America, including his personal recollections. 

34* The school took its present name, Hartford Seminary Foundation, 
in 1913. 

35* In the Meiji period educated people were given intensive train¬ 
ing in Chinese classics, which were written in Chinese charac¬ 
ters, kanji. From them over many centuries developed katakana. 
the square style of Japanese syllabary. Today katakana is only 
used to indicate foreign names, and hiragana or common kana is 
the ordinary form of writing. 

36. In the Saibara diary the names of people and places in America 
are all written in katakana. Hence the present writer has 
sometimes had to make a guess as to his meaning. Often Seito 
was not sure how to pronounce proper nouns in the correct way, 
so that some names written in katakana are far removed from 
their original spelling. For example, the city of Houston 
appears both as "Fuston" and "Hyusuton." In the latter pages 
of the diary Seito lists some of the names and addresses of 
his acquaintances in English. 

37. Iwao Tamama, a faculty member at Keio Gijuku University, Tokyo, 
had once tutored Seito privately in English. 

38. Seito*s son, Kiyoaki, was attempting to qualify for the Daishichi 
Koto Gakkcri^he Seventh Higher School) in Kagoshima, a step which 
required considerable preparation and then competitive examina¬ 
tions with other applicants. 

39. Mount Hermon School for Boys was opened by the noted evangelist 
Dwight Lyman Moody (1837-1899) in 1881. Moody had also inaugu- 
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rated the annual summer conference series which Seito attended 
in 1903. 

40. Seito*s wife, Taiko, was ten years younger than her husband, 
having just passed her thirtieth birthday. Her family lived 
in Kitahara-mura, a village close to the home of the Saibara 
in Tosa. 

41. Dr. Davis was a Congregational missionary to Japan wjio taught 
at Doshisha University. 

42. M. W. Jacobus later became the dean of the Theological Semi¬ 
nary of Hartford Foundation. (C. A. Ealand, ed., Athena. A 
Year Book of the Learned World (New York, 1920), 1Ï7.) 

43. Jokichi Takamine (1854-1922), a pharmacist and one of the most 
famous Japanese in the United States at this time, was respect¬ 
ed as the **Japanese ambassador without title.** He established 
the Takamine Besearch Institute in New York. (S. Nagai, ed., 
Nichi Bei Bunka Kosho Shi (A History of the Relations Between 
Japan and the United States). (Tokyo. 1955). vol. V. 55» and 
"Takamine Jokichi11 in Y. shimonaka, ed., Gendai Sekai Jimmei 
Jiten (A dictionary of the Modern Peoples of the World) (Tokyo. 

Î955J, 22575 

44* T. Irie, op, clt.. 484-485. 

45. Seito must have meant "Soùthera Pacific Co." In the Directory 
of the City of Houston. 1903-1904 (Galveston, 1903), 56, under 
the article "Southern Pacific Co., Atlantic system," the name 
T. J. Anderson, "genl pass agt," is recorded. 

46. The name Groesbeeck appears In the Houston city directories for 
both 1903-1904 and 1905-1906. On page 202 of the former is an 
entry, "Groesbeeck John N. (W. C. Moore & Co»);" and page 320 
reads, "Moore W. C. & Co. (Walter C. Moore, John N. Groesbeeck), 
real estate, lands &uloans...." Probably the "Mr. Moore" men¬ 
tioned in the entry of August 27th was the associate of this 
Groesbeeck. 

47. The name of Dr. S. A. Knapp appears quite often in the Saibara 
diary. (See note 19 of this chapter.) The city directory for 
1905-1906 indicates that he boarded at the Brazos Hotel and had 
his office at the Masonic Temple. (Directory of the City of 
Houston. 1905-1906 (Houston, 1905), 247.) 

43. Probably either Wilson or Seito mistakenly confused the names 
of Rihei Onishi and his brother Eitaro Kondo, soon to be im¬ 
portant members of the Japanese community in Texas. The rela¬ 
tionship of the members of the Onishi family is as follows: 
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rO 
ERihei Onishi 

Iwajiro Onishi (See page 41 and 60.) 
Eitaro Kondo (See page 19. As a 
younger son Eitaro Onishi had been^ 
given by his parents to the Kondo 
family as an adopted heir.) 

CToraichi Onishi 
Soichi Onishi (See page 44.) 

—Jitsuji Onishi (See page 45-46.) 

Rihei Onishi, a journalist, was deeply moved by the 
report of Consul-General Uchida and convinced one of his 
cousins, a wealthy wine merchant named Toraichi Onishi, of 
the wisdom of uniting their forces and coming to Webster in 
Harris County. 

49. J. H. Langbehen (1867-1944) of Galveston served as honorary 
Japanese consul from 1903 to the outbreak of World War II. 
(Rafu Shimno (The Los Angeles Japanese Dally News). August 
18, 19, and 20, 1955. These issued Contain numbers 82, 83, 
and 84 of Shiro Fujioka's series cited in footnote 33 above.) 

50. It was highly unusual for the Japanese to apply for naturali¬ 
zation after so short a stay, for most of them hoped eventually 
to return home. Seito was an exception. In his mind was a 
vision, a purpose to build a colony of Japanese and to demon¬ 
strate that the Japanese could be fully as good citizens of 
the United States as immigrants from other countries. His 
thinking was far advanced for his time, and it is interesting 
to note that since World War II the Japanese government has 

- adopted a similar policy of encouraging its emigrants to be¬ 
come loyal subjects in their adopted land. 

51. Junzo Fujino had come to Houston after his experiment in rice 
culture in Port Lavaca had failed. 

52. Tadao Yasui was a technical expert from the agricultural ex¬ 
periment station in Hokkaido, where, tinlike the rest of the 

« islands of Japan, relatively large scale farming is under¬ 
taken. He and his wife reached Houston in January, 1904. 

53. Shotaro Nishimura was a former tea merchant of Yokohama with 
a branch office in Montreal, Canada, who also planned to try 
rice farming in Webster. 

54* Rihei Onishi went to Japan in order to bring his wife and 
child, Seito's family, workers, and rice seeds back to Texas. 
The entire group reached their new homes in Webster on 
January 24, 1904. 

55. Eitaro Kondo was Rihei Onishi's younger brother. Kuwamura 
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and Nagai came from the native county of the Onishi family, 
Shuso-gun of Ehime prefecture, to help as workers on the 
rice farms in Webster, 

56. Edgar Watkins was an attorney whose office was in the Kiam 
Building. His law partner, Frank C, Jones, is mentioned 
frequently in the diary* (Directory of the City of Houston. 
1903-1904. 445.) 

57. 1 tsubo is 35*584 square feet. 

58. These seeds apparently were brought to Webster on October 18th. 
Mana and ho.lona are green vegetables used as food by the 
Japanese, as are negi and shunglku. (See the article on "Na" 
in K. Shibata, ed., Shlgen Shokubutsu Jiten (An Encyclopedia 
of Useful Plants and Plant Products) (Tokyo. 1949), 511. 
Henceforth Shlgen Shokubutsu Jiten.) 

59. The birthday of Emperor Ueiji, Mutsuhito (1852-1912), was 
observed by all Japanese as a holiday. 

60. Hiraguki is a common type of white vegetable of Chinese origin. 
(Shlgen Shokubutsu Jiten. 512.) 

61. Junzo and Yasuichi Fujino were presumably brothers. Later 
Junzo became manager of the Nishimura farm when its owner re¬ 
turned to Canada* 

62. Taina is another Japanese fresh green vegetable. 

63* 1 shaku is 11.9305 inches. Since a shaku is very close to a 
foot in length, the Japanese used both shaku and feet inter¬ 
changeably, according to the account of Klyoaki Saibara. 

Irrigation water was one of the biggest troubles en¬ 
countered by the early rice farmers. The cost of drilling 
wells was nearly prohibitive. 

64. It has been the general practice in Japan that all accounts 
should be settled by the last day of the year* 

65* Kikusaburo Ono was a former technical expert of the Hokkaido 
agricultural experiment station, who had worked under Tadao 
Yasui. 

66. "Title to Kobert Wilson," Harris County Deed Record B. 18-19. 

67. K. Saibara, "America Ni Oke!ru Inasaku No Jitsusai" ("The True 
State of Rice Culture in the United States"), in America No 
Home To Inasaku. 161-162. 

68. 1 cho is equal to 2.45 acres. 

69* S. Chinda was ambassador to the United States from November, 
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1911» to June» 1916* He took up his official duties in 
February, 1912. 

70. Houston Chronicle. April 11, 1939, section A, page 10* 

71* The records of deeds in the Colorado County Courthouse show 
that Junzo Hashimoto and Sen Katayama bought 160 acres each 
from the same land owner, Robert West, on the same day, 
Hay 2, 1904* Sen Katayama (1859-1933) was a well known 
socialist trained in the United States during the period 
1885 to 1896. A graduate of Yale University, Katayama be¬ 
came an exile in 1914 after leading the strike on the Tokyo 
iauniclpal railroad of 1931-1912 and fled to the United 
States. He died in Moscow. He was regarded as one of the 
foremost leaders in the Socialist and later the Communist 
Party in Japan. His activity In Houston will be touched upon 
In Chapter II. See the article on "Katayama Sen* in Gendal 
Sekai Jirnmei Jiten (A Dictionary of the Modern Peonies of the 
World), 86j H. Hasegawa, "Katayama Sen," in Nihon Rekishi 
Koza. vol. VI, no. 2, 202. 

72. Ichizaemon Morimura (1839-1919), whose name is well remembered 
by the first generation Japanese in the United States, was 
encouraged by Yukichi Fukuzawa to promote Japanese-American 
trade. In 1879, Ichizaemon*s younger brother, Yutaka, who was 
urged by his brother to engage In commerce, opened a trading 
company, Morimura and Brothers, in New York. At that time 
Yasukata Murai came to the United States as an employee of the 
Morimura-gumi (company). (See the article on "Morimura Ichi¬ 
zaemon* in Gendal Sekai Jirnmei Jiten. 422, and S. Nagai, on. 
clt.. vol. V, 31-32.) Professor IchihaShi mentions the Mori¬ 
mura Shoten (Store) as follows: 

"Morimura & Bros., a wholesale firm, has a well- 
known store in Broadway." (Y. Ichihashi, Japanese in the 
United States. 116.) 

73. Rafu Shlmno. April 7, 1955, article 16 in the "Ayumi No Ato" 
series. Shiro Fujioka, the author, met Rihei Onishi at 
Portsmouth in 1905. 

74* This newspaper was started in 1882 by Yukichi Fukuzawa (1835- 
1901), one of the most enlightened public figures in Japan at 
that time and the man credited as the introducer of Occidental 
culture to Japan. He advocated the necessity of Japanese emi¬ 
gration. In Ji.1l. especially in the editorial policy from 
1885-1889, one can easily read his conviction concerning the 
immigration problem. (S. Tsuchihashi, "Fukuzawa Yukichi," in 
Nihon Rekishi Koza. vol. V, no. 1, 2l0j and T. Irie, op. cit.. 
vol, I, 290.) 

75. Shimpei Mykawa was a graduate of Osaka Koto Shogyo (Osaka 
College of Commerce), a well educated man of the day and a 
delegate from the Committee of Exhibition of Osaka City to 
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the St* Louis World Fair. 

76. The Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway apparently had a 
colonization agent in Houston Just one year, in 1907, for his 
name appears on page 54 of the Directory of the City of Houston* 
1908-1909 (Houston, 1908). 

77* The name of Mykawa station instead of the older Erin and Mark 
Belt stations appears for the first time in Directory of the 
City of Houston. 1913 (Houston, 1913), 75. Between Houston 
and Pearland only one station remains today, Mykawa. 

78. Toraji Irie (op. clt.. yol. I, 469) presents a table indicating 
the Increase in the Japanese population engaged in rice culture 
in Texas: 

Males Females Total 
Meiji 36 (1903) 10 — 10 

37 (1904) 50 5 55 
38 (1905) 
39 (1906) 

43 
109 

5 
8 

48 
117 

40 (1907) 133 15 148 

41 (1908) 190 22 212 

For this account of Japanese rice growers in Texas the 
present writer has relied heavily on material in Toraji Irie's 
history of Japanese expansion to foreign lands, cited above. 
Additional information has been gleaned from the diary of 
Seito Saibara and conversations with surviving Japanese rice 
pioneers; but a couplets knowledge of the period is inpossible 
to obtain,: Inasmuch as most of the early enterprises failed 
and the people involved have abandoned the Harris County area. 
This is especially true of the spelling of proper names, which 
are difficult to transcribe exactly from Japanese sources to 
English. 

CHAPTER II 

1. S. Kudo, "Wash! Wa Texas No Kome Tsukuri" ("I Am a Rice Grower 
of Texas"), Shukan Asahl (Asahi Weekly), vol. XX, no. 1 
(January, 1955), 94* 

2. 1/50,000 scale map, "Suzaki." (See note 27, Chapter I.) 

3. 1/50,000 scale map, "Saijo." 

4. See the entry for October 18$h'J91903£ofi'ithë£?$àibara,-difcry. 

5. See the entry for January 20th, 1904 of the Saibara diary. 
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6. See the entry for October 1st, 1903 of the Saibara diary and 
also note 53, Chapter I. 

7. The Onishis invited to Texas fanners from Ehime and Shizuoka 
prefectures, both of which were noted for their good rice 
production. 

8. Masaichi Kuwamura is not the same "Mr. Kuwamura" mentioned in 
Seito's diary in the entry of October 18th, 1903. Masaichi 
passed away in February, 1956. 

9. 3/50,000 scale map, "Saijo." 

10. Idem. 

11. de la Blache, OP. cit.. 117. In the English language edition 
of this work, the translation reads x "The great city is a 
great leveller." 

12. Work Projects Administration, op. clt.. 102. 

13. Ibid.. 101-102. 

14. His business seems to have been well established by the time 
that the earliest Japanese rice enterprisers arrived at Houston. 
The writer suspects that the "Mr. Okasaki" mentioned in the 
entries of December 27, 1903, and January 13, 1904 of Seito 
Saibara*s diary was Tsunekichi Okasaki, the restaurant operator. 

15. Directory of the City of Houston, 1902-1903 . 332. 

16. Directory of the City of Houston. 1907. 293} 1908-1909. 313} 
1910-1911. 461,* 1911-1912. 682; and 1913 . 632. 

* 

17. Directory of the City of Houston. 1911-1912. 39. 

18. Ibid.. 682. 

19. Directory of the City of Houston. 1913. 632. 

20. 1/50,000 scale map, "ïanai." 

21. Ichihashi, Japanese in the United States, op. clt.. 19. (Hence¬ 
forth all references to Professor Ichihashi’s work are to this 
volume.) 

22. Nagai, op. cit.. 360, 362. 

23. Irie, op. clt.. 114. 

24. Ibid.. 445. 

25. Ibid.. 164-165. According to the latest Japanese source, Rich! 
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Bel Bunka Kosho-Shl. about forty thousand Japanese emigrated 
from Hawaii to the United States before 1907- (Nagai, on. clt., 

553.) 

26. 1/50,000 scale map, "Okayama Nambu." 

27. 1/50,000 scale map, "Sanjo." 

28. Professor Ichlhashi (on. clt.. 109) mentions that the expression 
"school boys" originated in the early 1880'ss "...the honor of 
creating it (the expression) belonged to the late Mrs. Reid, 

, mistress of a boys' boarding-school at Belmont, California. She 
used Japanese youths in the capacity described above by compen¬ 
sating them with board and lodging together with the privilege 
of attending classes." 

29. Smith, on. cit.. 201. 

30. Rafn Shlmpo. April 5, 1955. 

31. S. H. Dixon, "A. B. C. of Fruit Growing," Texas, Department of 
Agriculture, Bulletin 32 (Austin, 1913)» 69. 

32. Houston Chronicle. June 6, 1951» section A, page 9. 

33. 1/50,000 scale map, "Fukuyama." 

34* 1/50,000 scale map, "Wakayama." 

35. 1/50,000 scale map, "Shibata.® 

36. 1/30,000 scale map, "Okayama Hokubu" and "Okayama Nambu." 

37. Irie, on. cit.. 145. 

38. Smith, on. clt.. 47-46. 

39. This passage follows the account of Fukutaro Akagi faithfully. 
According to history books contract labor was forbidden in 
Hawaii after its annexation in 1898. This discrepancy can 
not be resolved easily, since Fukutaro has lost his passport 
and other materials that might verify the date of his arrival 
in the islands. 

40. Ichihashi, op. cit.. 137. 

41. Irie., ojJajcit., 450. 

42. Ibid.. 302-303. 

43. 1/50,000 scale map, "Amagi." 

44. Probably the school be attended was one of those described by 
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Professor Ichihashi in the following manner: "...the mission 
schools were dominated by young •school-boys' preparing to 

enter American public schools, colleges, and universities• 

Thus these schools, which existed everywhere where the Japa¬ 

nese were congregated, performed functions helpful in teaching 

them to conform their life to that of the communities.tt 

(Ichihashi, on. cit.. 215.) 

45* See, for example, Houston Chronicle. July 3, 1955, section D, 
page 7? and Houston Post. April 12, 1956, section 2, page 1, 

an article which appeared too late for inclusion in the 

bibliography of this thesis. 

46. 1/50,000 scale map, "Ino." 

47. Eventually the once-flourishing bamboo shops in San Francisco 

entirely disappeared. In 1909 there were seven in the city, 

whereas by 1929 there were none. (Ichihashi, ou. cit.. 131^) 

48. See the paragraphs concerning Saburo Aral in page 56. 

49. See note 72, Chapter I. 

50* 1/50,000 scale map, ttKawashima.w 

51* 1/50,000 scale map, "Nagoya Nambu." * 

52. 1/50,000 scale map, "Iyo Nagahama.w 

53. 1/50,000 scale map, "Kabe." 

54» T. A. Bailey, Theodore Roosevelt and the».-JapanèserAmeridanr Crises 
(Stanford, California, 1934), H3, 146-149, 175-176. 

55. Ichihashi, op. cit.. 246. 

56. Irie, OP. clt.f 519. 

57. Ichihashi, op. cit.. 261-269, 278. 

58. McWilliams, op. cit.. 129. 

59. Ibid.. 129-132, 156. 

60. Smith, op. cit.. 381. 

61. 1/50,000 scale map, "Waifu." 

62. McWilliams, op. cit.. 142. 

63. Ibid.. 108-121, 141-144, 157. It should be noted that this 
book shows remarkable friendliness toward the Japanese living 

in the United States even though it was published in 1944, 
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before the end of the war. 

64. 1/50,000 scale map, "Shido.tt 

65. Smith, OP. cit.. 293n. 

66. WC. F. Seabrook, operator of 15,000 acres of vegetables grown 
for freezing and canning, like everyone else was looking for 
reliable help. Early in 1944 be decided to try the Nisei. 
Some single men (from relocation camps) came, in January? they 
did well. In June family groups began to arrive. By 1946 
there was a population of two thousand." (Smith, op. clt.. 
342.) 

CHAPTER III 

1. The writer made from information contained in the yearbook for 
1949 a graph of the prefectural origin of Japanese immigrants 
to the mainland of the United States only. Since this was the 
first issue of the yearbook published after World War II, the 
information is not complete? but the general tendency can be 
easily seen through the total number of immigrants who stated 
their native prefectures. Map I was based on this graph. 

2. Ichihashi, op. cit.. 78-81? Smith, OP. clt.. 25? S, Nagai, 
OP. clt.. 547. 

3. Irie, OP. cit.. 58-59. 

4. Chugoku Shimbun. April 18, 1955. 

5. Nagai, op. clt.. 547. 

6. Probably the actual number was more than nineteen, since there 
are five whose professions are not known and it appears likely 
that four of the five were farmers. 

7. Nagai, op. cit.. 546-547. 

8. It should be remembered that the possession and cultivation of 
rice fields meant more to the farmers than any other type of 
land. Also the yield per acre differs area by area as well as 
field by field* Some fields produce two crops in a year, 
while others produce only one. To a certain extent these 
differences have to be ignored, but it is necessary to bear 
them in mind. The possession of forest land is very important 
to Japanese farmers, since it provides wood for cooking and 
heating, leaves for fertilizer, and grass for livestock. 

The Arabic numerals in Table I indicate heads of families. 



-160- 

9. Hirano, OP. clt.. 76, 

10. R, L. Buell, "The Development of the Anti-Japanese Agitation in 
the United States," Political Science Quarterly. XXXVII (1922), 
606. 

11. Hirano, OP, clt.. 70, 89, 91. 

12. Daughters are not included in this table, since the Meiji con¬ 
stitutional system gave few rights to women, particularly in 
the matter of inheritance. It was customary to believe that 
daughters did not occupy a position of importance in their own 
families. 

13. Irie, HoJlnlKaigfilcBatten Shi,(Tokyo. 1938), vol. II, 266. 

14. Ichihashi, op. cit.. 163. 

15. Ibid., 178. 

16. The writer has already discussed the function of fresh vegetable 
fanners in the neighborhood of large cities, taking a suburb 6f 
Tokyo as an example, in her "Tokyo No Kogaichi, Yukigaya," 
Shakal Chirl (Geography for Social Life), no. 8 (1948), 14-17. 

17. C. M. Rosenquist and W. G. Browder, 'Family Mobility in Houston, 
Texas, 1922-1938* University of Texas, Publication A22A (Austin, 

1942), 9. 

18. Houston City Planning Commission, Land — Population -- Growth 
(Houston, 1951), 44* 

19. Vance, OP. clt.. 225, 227. 

20. Work Projects Administration, OP. clt.. 119. 

21. Houston Chronicle. June 23, 1955, section E, page 6. 

22. Houston Chronicle. July 3, 1955, section D. page 7. 

23. Mainichl Shimbun. May 2, 1954. See the article by Michio Take- 
yama, "Nihon-jin No Shukyoteki Mukanshin No Minamoto, Mukashi 
No Gori-shugi" ("The Origin of the Indifference of Japanese to 
Religious Interests — The Rationalism of the Old Days"). 

24. Shlngon-shu was introduced from China in 806 A. D. by the 
saintly Buddhist priest Kukai, and the sect quickly became in¬ 
dependent from the more esoteric traditional form of Buddhism. 
(S. Eto, "Shingon-shu," in Y. Miyamoto, J. Takahashi, N. Ueno, 
and T. Oguma, eds., Iwanami Tetsugaku Jiten (Iwanami Dictionary 
on Philosophy) (Tokyo, 1922), 520-521.) 

25. Jodo-shu was a relatively new sect, established in Japan by a 
priest, Honen, in 1175 A. D. (See K. Yabuki, "Jodo-shu," in 
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ibld.. 497-498.) 

26. In 1224 Shinran, a disciple of Honen, who made Buddhism a more 
democratic religion, founded a new protestant sect, Jodo-Shln- 
shu. Its stronghold was inside and around Hiroshima prefecture. 
The sect began missionary work in 1898 among the Japanese in 
the United States; and it has become very popular in this 
country and Hawaii, where it is known as Hongwan.il. The cult 
has two subdivisions, Higashi (East) and Nishi (West) Hongwanjj. 
(See idem. 498-499; Nagai, on. cit.. 242; and Ichihashi, op. cit., 
222.) 

27. Zen-shu became widely known after it was brought from China by 
Eisai in 1191 and Dogen in 1227. From the beginning Zen-shu 
proved popular among the samurai class. (S. Eto, "Zen-shu," 
in Ikèhaml. Tétëhéafcu Jlten. 593-594») 

28. Another Japanese priest, Nichiren, originated Hokke-shu in 1253. 
• The sect stresses the teachings in the sacrosanct Sutra of the 

Lotus, and there are many followers of Hokke-shu in eastern 
Japan. (See K. Yabuki, "Nichiren-shu" in ibid.. 720.) 

29. One author (Smith, OP. clt.l 100) describes Selcho No Ie in 
these words: 

"Most notorious of healing cults is Selcho no Ie (House 
of Growth), a hybrid of Buddhist and Christian elements 
founded in Japan by a character who previously had created 
a religion (Omotokyo) the government banned on the theory 
that it was Inciting internal strife." 

Actually, Selcho No Ie was originated by Masaharu Taniguchi, 
a former believer in Omotokyo. The "character" who was credited 
with the creation of Omotokyo in 1892 was a woman called Nao 
Deguchi who died in 1918. Saburo Wanl was the leader of the 
Omotokyo at the time it was banned by the government in 1921. 

‘ ("Deguchi Nao," in Shimonaka, OP. cit.. 257; and "Taniguchi 
Masaharu," in Dal Jimmei Jiten (A Dictionary of the Names 
of People), voi. IX (Tokyo, 1955), 438. 

30. Toyama, op. cit.. 56. 

31. For a description of J1.11 Shimpo see note 74» Chapter I. Yoro- 
zuchoho was a paper published in Tokyo since 1892 which was 
highly popular among the younger generation of Japan. Its frank 
comments and discussions challenged the society and shibboleths 
of the time. (See C. Nakauchi, "Yorozuchoho," in Sanseido, 
Nihon Hyakka Dal Jlten (The Japanese Encylopedla) (Tokyo, 1908), 
vol. VIII.) Kochi Doyo Shimbun was the newspaper of the Liberal 
Party of Kochi prefecture. 

32. R. E. Park, The Immigrant Press and Its Control (New York, 1922), 

151. 

33. K. K. Kawakami, The Real Japanese Question (New York, 1921), 192. 
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34» Edmund Blunden's words on o-sashimi should be quoted here: 
"O-sashlmi. or raw fish...is another of these Japanese 
delicacies which many of the visitors are afraid of...for 
raw fish as it is here prepared.. .is a master-piece of the 
menu." E. Blunden, A Wanderer in Japan. (Tokyo, 1951), 108. 

35. Nagai, on. clt.. 98. 

36. Directory of the City of Houston. 1910-1911. 336. 

37. T. A. Bailey, "California, Japan, and the Alien Land Legis¬ 
lation of 1913," Pacific Historical Review. I (1932), 44. 

38. Kawakami, op. cit.. 109. 

39. Texas, Senate, Journal of the Senate of Texas. Being the Regular 
Session of the Thirty-Seventh Legislature (Austin. 1921). 170. 
1210. 

In general Congressmen from the South were quick to 
sympathize with any issues involving the questions of color and 
states rights and supported the state of California. (Bailey, 
loc. clt.. 53) However, the legislatures in which anti-alien 
land bills were introduced were more frequently western states 
than southern. Prdbably Texas acted as one of the western 
states in its proposed legislation. Notice the fact that the 
initiator of the bill to the Senate was from El Paso, Texas. 

Concerning the circumstances behind the introduction of 
the anti-Japanese land law in Texas, K. Kawakami presents the 
following story, which is rather incredible considering the 
general tendency of western politics. According to him, in 

January, 1921, a real estate agent of San Antonio, F. Z. Bishop, 
began to invite Japanese to the neighborhood of Harlingen, 
Texas, taking advantage of the anti-Japanese movement in Cali¬ 
fornia. He thought that the people in Harlingen would be 
pleased with the improvement of property which would be made by 
the Japanese. The result was the opposite of what he had thought. 
The people of Harlingen, especially American Legion men, objected 
to the Japanese coming into the region; and when two families of 
Japanese, consisting.of two men, two women and two children 
actually appeared, the Legionnaires forced them to return to 
California. Allegedly this was the main reason underlying the 
adoption of the anti-Japanese land law in the state of Texas. 
(Kawakami, on. cit.. 115-117.) 

40. Texas, House of Representatives, Journal of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the Regular Session of the Thirty-Seventh Legis¬ 
lature (Austin. 1921j. 961-962. For an example of the amelio- 
rating amendments added to the "Jap Bill," see ibid.. 1032-1033. 

41. Houston Chronicle. January 23, 1951, section A, page 12. 

42. McWilliams, OP. cit.. 48. 

43. Smith, OP, clt.. 148. 



-163- 

44* See note 69, Chapter I. At the time of Kohei Tanaka's naturali¬ 
zation difficulties, S. Chinda, according to the official report 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, was serving as 
Consul in San Francisco from September, 1890, to November, 1894. 

45. Nagai, op, cit.. 65, 160-161. 

46. Ibid.. 161. 

47. McWilliams, OP. cit.. 66. 

48. Ibid.. 67. 

49. R. L. Buell, "The Development of Anti-Japanese Agitation in the 
United States, II," Political Science Quarterly. XXXVIII (1923), 
80. 

50. Smith, OP. dt.. 192. 

51. Chugoku Shlmbun. December 27, 1954» 

52. Irle, Bolin IKalgàl.Hatten Shi, vol. I, 94. 

53. Smith, OP. cit.. 51. 

54* H. Eansen, ed., The World Almanac and Book of Facts for 1953 
(New York, 1953), 303. 

EPILOGUE 

1. Houston Post. June 23, 1955, section 3, page 6. 

2. Houston Chronicle. December 25, 1955, section G, page 11. 

3. Smith, OP. cit.. 242-243. 

4. Ibid., 2a. 

5. Ibid., 323. 

6. Houston Chronicle. July 8, 1945, pages 1 and 4. 

7. Houston Chronicle. February 26, 1933, page 5. 

8. McWilliams, OP. cit.. 134. 

9. Houston Press. August 14, 1946, page 1. 

10. Houston Press. August 16, 1946, page 1. 
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11* Many newspapers and prominent Californians were active in word 
and deed in opposing the return of the Nisei. There were 
serious threats and acts of violence in 1945» One veteran of 
the 442nd regiment who had lost a leg in the war was refused 
entrance in barber shops and theaters, and his name was removed 
from the local war memorial. (Smith, ou. clt.. 345-347.) 
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