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Kirk Hughes, DUEI': "This piece is concerned with overlaying the 
respective textures of the prepared and traditional pianos. The 
prepared piano's function during the duet portion is to provide 
a background of percussive effects which will support the move
ment of material played by the traditional piano. At certain 
points the prepared piano sounds come to the forefront, provoking 
a change in the texture of the traditional piano. The melodic and 
harmonic material is derived from a abort descending motive which 
is introduced and developed by the traditional piano.« 
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Gregory Pearse, CITY IN THE SEA: "CITY IN THE SEA is a short cycle of three songs played without pause. The work stands as a personal honnnage to a friend who recently passed away. The text of the cycle is from Edgar Allen Poe's poem, 'City in the Sea 1 • This poem deals directly with the spiritual essence of death, as only the living ca n perceive it; hence, this is the basic philosophical approach of the music. Throughout CITY IN THE SEA, the poem's spirituality is explored; the character of the music, ranging from mundane to ethereal, is always searching for a new meaning or embodiment, end1.ng in a finale that personifies the infinite realization of my search. The structure of the music itself is based upon a scheme of five notes, which act as tonal centers and material for the thematic and harmonic development · throughout the· course of the work.'' 

The poem, 'tity in the Sea", is reproduced below in its entirety: 

Lo! Death has reared himself a throne 
In a strange city lying alone 
Far down within the dim West 
Where the good a.nd the bad and the worst and the best 
Have gone to their eternal rest. 

"""?"--~--'±'-,&e-F-e--s~~l-8--,!L. .and. pal a c ea and t owe.rs __ _ 
(Time eaten towers that tremble not!) 
Resemble nothing that is ours. 
Around, by lifting winds forgot, 
Resignedly beneath the sky 
The melancholy waters lie. 

No rays from the holy Heaven come down 
On the long night-time of that town; 
But light from out tha lurid sea 
Streams up the turrets silently-
Gleams up the pinnacles far and free
Up domes - up spires - up kingly halls
Up fanes - up Babylong-like walls-
Up shadowy long-forgotten bowers 
Of sculptured ivy and stone flowers
Up many and many a marvellous shrine , 
Whose wreathed friezes intertwine 
The viol, the violet, and the vine. 

Resignedly beneath the sky 
The melancholy waters lie. 
So blend the turrets and shadows there 
That all seem pendulous in air, 
While from a proud tower in the town 
Death looks gigantically down. 


