


 

         

 

 

  

  

  

AN INTERVIEW WITH JON LINDSAY 

CLAUDIA FELDMAN: This is Claudia Feldman interviewing former Harris County 

Judge Jon Lindsay for The oH Project Oral History Program.  Sitting here with us 

is Judge Lindsay’s wife, former Harris County 280th District Court Judge Tony 

Lindsay. The interview is taking place on October 30, 2019, in the Lindsays’ 

home in Houston.  I am interviewing Judge Lindsay in order to obtain his 

recollections concerning the early AIDS epidemic in Houston and Harris County.  

Let’s start with information about your early life.  Please tell me your age, 

birth month, and year.  

JON LINDSAY: I was born on December 4, 1935, which makes me, coming up in two 

months, 84. 

CLAUDIA FELDMAN: Congratulations. Where were you born? 

JON LINDSAY:  I was born in Denver, Colorado, but I was raised in Santa Fe, New 

Mexico. 

CLAUDIA FELDMAN: Tell me a little about your parents and your siblings.  I 

understand that your mother was a public health nurse.  

JON LINDSAY:  That’s right, she was.  She was educated, of course, being a public 

health nurse. My dad only had about an eighth-grade education.  He was kind of 

a door-to-door-type salesman for what was then known as the Jewel Tea 

Company.  It’s headquartered out of Denver, I think.  His route was in Santa Fe 

and Las Vegas, New Mexico. That’s what took us to Santa Fe.   

I have a brother and a sister. My brother would have been five years 

OH073   | The oH Project  | page 1 



 

         

  

younger than me.  He died of heart failure complications and everything that goes 

with it about eight years ago or something like that.  I lose track of time.  My 

sister, who is 12 years younger than me, lives on my ranch up in Crockett with her 

husband. She’s in fair health, not great health.  They kind of watch over the ranch 

for me.  

FELDMAN: How would you describe your childhood? 

JON LINDSAY: It was great. Living in Santa Fe, we lived on the edge of town, not 

downtown. We lived up in what now is an exclusive area.  It certainly wasn’t 

exclusive when I lived in it. It was off Canyon Road, up towards the mountains.  

When we moved in there, we didn’t have electricity or water.  We never did have 

running water. The only running water I got was in college, when I finally went 

to college. We got electricity when I was in the eighth grade, I guess it was.  It 

was a great life, I thought at the time.  Looking back on it, I wouldn’t let my kids 

live that way.  

FELDMAN: Tell me about your education and the subjects that you were most 

interested in in college.  

JON LINDSAY: I, of course, went to Santa Fe High School and graduated from there in 

1954. I really didn’t know what I was going to do at the time, whether I’d go to 

college or go in the service. My parents didn’t have any money, and I knew they 

wouldn’t be able to support me.  But there was a program that developed at New 

Mexico A&M [Agricultural & Mechanical] at the time — it’s now New Mexico 

State, but at the time it was New Mexico A&M — but it was a program between 

the school and the government out at White Sands Missile Range.  It’s a missile 

range out there on the other side of the mountains, about 40 miles from Las 
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Cruces, where the school was. Anyhow, it was a program where you’d go to 

school six months and you’d work out there six months and take a night course 

while you were working out there to try to get through it in about five years.  It 

was an engineering course that I took, civil engineering.  I wasn’t good at 

anything. I enjoyed math until I got to calculus.  I still can’t understand why they 

have calculus in the itinerary.  But I did well in those subjects.  Well, I can’t say I 

did well until I married her [indicating Tony Lindsay].  

FELDMAN: Tony. 

JON LINDSAY: My wife Tony. She straightened me out.  She was an excellent student.  

She was straight A’s. The only B she made was when she took speech with me in 

college.  

TONY LINDSAY: The real reason that he started making good grades was because he 

wanted to compete with me.  

JON LINDSAY: And there was no competition.  Anyhow, I made decent enough grades 

to get out of college.  At the same time, there was a program, Advanced ROTC 

[Reserve Officers’ Training Corps] in the Air Force, that was on campus.  It was 

mandatory to go in ROTC the first two years at the land grant college in New 

Mexico, at A&M at the time.  It was not mandatory to do the second two years, 

but if you did the second two years, there was a small stipend they gave to you.  

They paid you, which at that time meant a lot to me.  I don’t remember what it 

was. I think it was about $90 every three months or something like that.  

Anyhow, I did it. Got my commission, got married, really, before I graduated.  A 

year before we graduated, we got married.  

FELDMAN: What year was that?  
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JON LINDSAY:  That would have been 19- —  

TONY LINDSAY: We were married in 1958.  

JON LINDSAY: 1958, thank you, Wife, June.  

TONY LINDSAY: No, it wasn’t June. We could argue about that forever. 

JON LINDSAY: It was May. May of 1958. We had a baby then 15 months later, in 

October. Then I graduated. I graduated about the same time the baby came and 

the same time I had to report to active duty.  In fact, I had to report to active duty 

three days after the baby was born, or four days, five days, something like that.  

TONY LINDSAY: Something like that.  It was scary. 

JON LINDSAY: So we had to take him.  Anyhow, it all worked out. 

I tried to get an extension on when I had to report, but I didn’t get it.  I had 

a choice. I could leave Tony and the baby in New Mexico or take them with me.  

Tony and I took our baby and drove to Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. 

FELDMAN: What was your field of study? 

JON LINDSAY: Civil engineering.  

FELDMAN: Was that your most advanced degree, or did you go back to school? 

JON LINDSAY:  No, that’s the only degree I got.  

FELDMAN: What year did you get out of the Air Force? 

JON LINDSAY: 1962. Actually, I had a three-year term that I had to serve.  The story 

on that is, I was getting out of the service, so I was looking for a job.  I didn’t 

want to stay and make it a career, although they invited me to do that.  I said no, 

I’m going to get out and try my luck in the free world.   

At that same time, there was a Korean major that was assigned to me, who 

was from Korea, that was assigned to me as — and I was a first lieutenant at the 
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time — to teach him how we did base maintenance, which is what my job was in 

the Air Force, maintenance of the roads and bridges and the air field and 

everything out there. He was assigned to me to learn how to do that.   

While he was with me, he went to San Antonio to have a weekend with his 

friend that was doing the same thing at Randolph Air Force Base.  They met, went 

to a bar, met a guy in the bar from Houston that was a contractor.  He was a very 

friendly guy, a big, outgoing guy. So he started talking to these two Koreans, and 

they told him they were civil engineers, and he said, “Well, I’m looking for a civil 

engineer to work for me.”  

They said, “Well, we can’t do it,” but one of them said, “I know one that’s 

looking for a job,” and so the guy hired me.  

FELDMAN: From the bar? 

JON LINDSAY:  Well, almost.  They called from the bar, and we arranged an interview 

in Houston. He was from Houston. 

FELDMAN: That’s great. 

TONY LINDSAY: A building contractor from Houston called Jon from a bar in San 

Antonio and made an appointment.  

JON LINDSAY: I came to Houston, interviewed with him, and he hired me.  

FELDMAN: That was 1962? 

JON LINDSAY: That was in 1962.  He paid $50 a month more than Brown & Root did.  

FELDMAN: That’s good. How did you get involved in politics?  But first, how long did 

you work for that man? 

JON LINDSAY: Gosh, I don’t remember how many years that would have been, now.  

For three of four years. He went broke.  Shows his good judgment.  When he 
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went broke, I had made my contacts with the bonding people and bankers and was 

able to start my own business, which I did, and operated that. 

So to answer your question, the process what got me involved in politics 

was, I was doing a lot of public work. Almost all my work was public type of 

work: school, county, city. Did a lot of city work. Did a lot of county work, and 

I built several schools. Aldine and Baytown and Spring Branch and some of 

them.  The smaller jobs, not the big jobs.  In the process of doing that, needless to 

say — you read the articles in the paper about how contractors make all the major 

contributions to the politicians. Well, the politicians would come and say, “It’s 

time.  We’d like to have your contribution for my campaign,” so I got acquainted 

with all the mayors and —  

FELDMAN: Politicians were coming to see you to ask for donations. 

JON LINDSAY: Yes, right, political campaign contributions.  I don’t see anything 

wrong with that. After all, if they stay in office and do the things I like for them 

to do as contractors, I’m going to support them.  That’s the way I did. When I 

was in politics, that’s the same theory I had with people that made contributions 

to me.   

I get kind of uptight about some of the criticism that our present mayor is 

getting because he receives campaign contributions from the people who are 

doing work for the city. I mean, what’s he supposed to do? Give those contracts 

out to people he doesn’t know, and they’ll probably vote against him?  I don’t 

think so. Anyhow, I feel strong about that.  Anyhow, that got me involved with 

them.  In the process of doing that, I decided I kind of liked the idea of getting 

into politics.  I was so naïve, I really was, on what I was trying to get into.  I ran 
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as a Democrat in 1972 for the House seat out here [north Harris County] where 

we live. 

FELDMAN: For the state — 

JON LINDSAY: State House.  I ran a really strong campaign out here not realizing it 

was a Republican district, and I ran as a Democrat.  Don Henderson beat me by 

111 votes, and I thought, “Well, I just made a mistake and got in the wrong 

party.” I kind of made it known that I was going to run again, but this time I was 

going to run as a Republican. I was going to change parties.  Well, Nancy Palm 

got word of that. Do you remember Nancy Palm? 

FELDMAN: I do, but please say who she was. 

JON LINDSAY: Nancy Palm, who was chairman of the Harris County Republican Party 

at the time.  She had taken George Bush’s place as chairman.  George Bush, Sr., 

H.W.  H.W. had been the county chairman before her, and when he ran for 

Congress and won, she took over as the county chairman.  She was a true fire-

eating redhead woman, I’m telling you.  She called me and said, “Lindsay, I want 

to talk to you.” 

I said, “Yes, ma’am, I want to talk to you, then, too.” 


She said, “You’re not going to run for the state House.” 


I said, “Well, I think I will.” 


She said, “No, you’re running for county judge.” 


I thought, “Now, wait a minute.  That’s way above my head.”
 

She said, “No, you’re going to run for county judge.  We’ll beat you at 


anything else unless you run for county judge.” 

Kind of the rest is history. She ran my campaign.  She’d call me and say, 
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  Jon Lindsay, Harris County Judge, 1975 – 1994. 

“Ted Law” — a big, wealthy guy who lived in River Oaks and supported 

Republican candidates — “has got some money for you over there.  Go over there 

and get it from him.”  She knew all the big-money players.  She literally ran my 

campaign and got me elected, and that’s how I got in.  I have to give her full 

credit for the whole thing.  

FELDMAN: It was, I think you told me, January 1975 to 1995 that you served as county 

judge. 

JON LINDSAY:  Yes, 20 years. 

FELDMAN: Before the AIDS crisis, what kind of issues dominated your time?  

JON LINDSAY:  I lose track of the timeframe of the 

years. When would you say the AIDS crisis came to 

knowledge?  What year would that have been, would 

you say? 

FELDMAN: It was the early 1980s. 1981 to 1985. 

JON LINDSAY:  Being a civil engineer, I was very 

supportive of our infrastructure at the county level.  I 

took those projects on with a great deal of intensity. 

Raising money for the roads and bridges of Harris 

County and the flood control, building projects that we 

had, those were the kind of things that I really got 

involved in. Doing the hospital construction, LBJ 

[Lyndon Baines Johnson] and building a new hospital [to replace] Ben Taub, as a 

matter of fact, closing down Jeff Davis.  All those things were the kind of things I 

really liked to do. The social stuff, I wasn’t big into.  I did them, but it wasn’t my 
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interest. My single biggest project was heading up the effort by the county to 

build the Harris County Toll Road system.  

Back up one step and say that in my first two or three years, the biggest 

project I worked on, with a lot of enthusiasm, was building parks in the Cypress 

Creek watershed area. The reason I say the Cypress Creek watershed, I also got 

involved with Tom Bass down on the south side in his area.  

FELDMAN: Tom Bass was a county commissioner. 

JON LINDSAY: Yes. The two commissioners I had my most support from on that were 

Squatty Lyons up here where we live and Tom Bass in the south.  I had hired a 

lady named Judy Overby at the time.  Her name now is Judy Bell.  I had hired her 

to take on that project because she had a history out here working with some of 

the park projects under Squatty and some of the other people that have an interest 

out here. Anyhow, we were into that bigtime and developed a lot of parks 

along — there weren’t any parks up here except one little park.  Little Mercer 

Park with seven acres was the only thing that was out here. 

FELDMAN: How and when did you first learn about AIDS, and how did you realize 

there was a crisis in Harris County? 

JON LINDSAY: Well, to be honest with you, I can’t remember.  It just seemed like that 

was something that just kind of evolved into the thought process of everybody.  

When I first started hearing about it, I can’t remember what my thoughts were 

exactly. 

FELDMAN: Was it early 1980s, I would think?  

JON LINDSAY: Oh, yeah, it was in that timeframe.  It seemed like everything was 

happening at that time.  We had more balls in the air at that time than I can recall.  
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We were doing the psychiatric hospitals. We were closing Jeff Davis.  We still 

had all of our park programs going.  It was just a fun time the way we had a lot of 

things going at the same time.  That was one [the AIDS crisis] that just seemed 

like came out of nowhere.  I was kind of an observer more than anything.  As far 

as being involved, I didn’t really get a whole lot involved until I got pushed into it 

where I had to be involved, which is what we’re talking about now.  

FELDMAN: As county judge, you were ultimately responsible for the hospital district.  

JON LINDSAY: But it was not something that I took leadership in by any stretch of the 

imagination. 

FELDMAN: What was the attitude back then about AIDS?  It was known as gay cancer, 

and at the time, gay men were feared because so many of them were sick.  No one 

knew how the disease spread. 

JON LINDSAY:  That’s right, and in my Republican circles, it was that way.  In the 

Republican Party of those days and a lot in it today even, there is no sympathy for 

the gay community, as you recall.  I got involved in supporting the gay 

community bigtime as time went on, but in the beginning, I just kind of shrugged 

my shoulders and said, “Okay, whatever they want to do, it’s up to them.  

Whatever happens, happens.” 

FELDMAN: In time you developed a connection and respect for members of the 

GLBTQ community? 

JON LINDSAY: I have. 

FELDMAN: There was that comment from a former Houston mayor, “Shoot the 

queers.” 

JON LINDSAY: Right, right, I didn’t sympathize with Louie Welch when he was 
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making those comments, but I didn’t take an active — I didn’t join the Steve 

Hotze crowd who campaigned against it [the gay community] and all that.  Of 

course, I’ve never been a supporter of Steve Hotze anyhow.  He can go his own 

way. 

FELDMAN: Was it very shocking to realize there was a health epidemic at your 

doorstep?  Many of these patients were indigent and sought medical care from the 

hospital district. 

JON LINDSAY: Well, that’s what brought it to my attention as much as anything at the 

time.  Ken Mattox, I guess he was the chief of staff at Ben Taub.  He is still chief 

of staff down there. 

FELDMAN: I think so, yes. 

JON LINDSAY: At that time, he was a honcho; I think he was the primary guy in the 

emergency room area.   

FELDMAN: Was it Dr. Mattox who called your attention to the growing number of 

AIDS patients seeking help from the hospital district? 

JON LINDSAY: To the best of my memory, yes.  He would have been the one. There 

may have been others, I think there were, but I don’t remember.  I can’t name 

them.  I knew Dr. Mattox better than anybody else. 

Just to clarify:  the hospital district is a separate entity from ordinary 

county operations, but it’s up to the county to appoint the board and set their 

budget. 

FELDMAN: Of the hospital district? 

JON LINDSAY: Of the hospital district.  As far as the day-to-day operation, it was up to 

that board to do that with their administrator that they would hire to do it.  I 
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personally never got involved with a lot of the administrative stuff down there.  I 

think there was another commissioner who would get involved with it down there 

sometimes in my history at the county, but that was not my area.  

FELDMAN: As the AIDS crisis was brewing, Kathy Whitmire was mayor and 

ultimately responsible for surveillance and prevention, but you were over the 

hospital district. That involved patients and treatment.   

JON LINDSAY: No, when you say I was over the hospital district, you’ve got to 

remember, it was a commissioners court, not just me.  I always had to get two 

others. Sometimes that’s hard to learn, that you’ve got to learn how to count to 

three in order to operate down there, but I always had good support from a 

majority of people on commissioners court if it was a goal I was trying to 

accomplish.  We provided the basic funding, and because of that, we could pretty 

well call the shots from the county level for the hospital district.  The mayor, of 

course, had no say on the hospital district. She was City of Houston strictly. 

They had a major health department, though, that she would work with.  We 

would work with them, too, just not directly.  I mean, you had to, their health 

department with our hospital district and our county health department.  We had 

our own county health department.  Dr. Jensen, I think, was the head of that 

during that time frame.  I remember Dr. Jensen was concerned about the AIDS 

issue as a county health official.  My mother was involved in the county health 

department in New Mexico, so I understood a little bit about how the county 

health department worked countywide, including the people who live in the city 

of Houston. 

FELDMAN: How did the two of you — you and Whitmire — work together on this? 
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Were you friends?  Or was there tension between you? 

JON LINDSAY:  We were friends, certainly, but not social friends.  We did things 

together. We were both in ALF [American Leadership Forum] together at the 

same time.  To start an ALF class, they get a group together of about 8 or 10, 

something like that, and part of the educational thing is to go to Colorado and 

spend a week or five days or something like that in the mountains in Colorado 

with an outback thing. Well, I was asked to do it, and Kathy was asked to do it.  

Bill King was asked to do it at the same time.  

FELDMAN: The man running for mayor now? 

JON LINDSAY: The one running for mayor now.  

Kirbyjon Caldwell, who was a bigshot in the church when I was there.  

The mayor of Galveston.  Dadgum, what was her name?  I liked her. Anyhow, 

we had a pretty elite group that time, and Kathy was on that.  So that was about 

the only social time I had with Kathy one-on-one.  Unfortunately, that was the 

same time that her chief of staff — what was her name? 

FELDMAN: Jo Ann Adams? 

JON LINDSAY: No, I want to say — anyhow, she died while we were in Colorado.  

Cashaw [Clintine Cashion] or something like that?  Anyhow, whatever her name 

was. So Kathy didn’t spend the entire time with us, but I found out that Kathy has 

a hard time climbing ropes.  We had a good time together there.  It was a social 

time, but back here in town, our social times were very limited together. 

[END OF AUDIO PART 1] 

FELDMAN: You weren’t adversaries? 

JON LINDSAY: No, I knew the city had a part to play, and I think they had the same 
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view of the county. No, we were not adversaries. 

FELDMAN: What were some of the prevailing attitudes about the patients with AIDS?  

We started talking about this earlier.  Did people understand it was usually 

transmitted sexually, or did they feel like it was something that they could catch 

randomly, like a cold or the flu? 

JON LINDSAY: It was so unknown, but we did know that it was a dangerous thing to 

have and it was contagious, especially in the gay community.  We also knew drug 

users, because of dirty needles, were at risk.  We had no control over the blood 

bank, but Bill Teague, who ran the blood center down there, and I would visit 

together every once in a while because he was quite concerned about how things 

were playing out with transmission. 

FELDMAN: Sure, the spread of tainted blood. 

JON LINDSAY: They had a lot to catch up on there, and he would talk about that.  I got 

all this education from the side from different things, and I never really was able 

to put it all together very well. I can’t say I ever did understand it to the point that 

I would now when there’s so much more information.   

FELDMAN: I know I’m repeating, but how were you affected when you had, in the 

1980s, mostly white men, young, say 20s, 30s, coming to the hospital district 

deathly ill and often dying? 

JON LINDSAY: All I could do was stand back and say, “How can I help you?” which 

was very limited except for finances, things like that.   

I tried to understand what was going on, like everybody else did.  I think 

at that time, since it was so under understood, it was a scary thing.  There’s no 

question about that. I’d hear the thing, “It’s going to break the county, and you 
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need to start doing something about it if you can.”  

FELDMAN: What do you mean “break the county”? 

JON LINDSAY: Financially, I’m talking about.  The best I can say is, we kind of 

stumbled through it.  I can’t say we were major leaders until it came time to 

provide funds, facilities as best we could and create the Thomas Street Clinic, that 

stuff.  

[END OF AUDIO PART 2] 

FELDMAN: I know that there were several task forces to study the problem in those 

days, and I believe the first one was the Houston/Harris County Panel on AIDS in 

1986 or 1987. How long did it last? Who was the chair?  And what were its 

problems? 

JON LINDSAY: I’m sure I have known the answer to all those questions in the past.  I 

can’t remember who the chair was.  I know we had a hand in setting that up.  Ron 

Dear, who worked for me as my chief of staff, who had some physical handicaps, 

still managed to oversee that issue out of my office.  He was pretty well confined 

to a wheelchair, but he still was the one that handled that aspect of what we were 

doing in my office at the time.  

FELDMAN: He was your point person on HIV/AIDS? 

JON LINDSAY:  He was my point person on that, yes.  

FELDMAN: Do you remember, what were some of the issues that bedeviled that 

committee or that panel?  

JON LINDSAY: What I do remember is kind of vague, but what I remember is, there 

was a lot of contention about who was going to do what or who was going to be in 

charge of what or who was going to finance things, all the different thing that 
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went together on that whole issue. As I recall, it was hard to get everybody 

centralized and working together. 

FELDMAN: Heading the same direction? 

JON LINDSAY: Yes, and I don’t even remember how we got it all set up.  Is that the 

same one that was set up between the city and the county? 

FELDMAN: Yes. In those early days, where were AIDS patients — and they often had 

Kaposi’s sarcoma — where were they getting treatment?   

JON LINDSAY: I think MD Anderson, being the hospital that it was, was a major 

player, but there were AIDS patients in hospitals all over town. Indigent patients 

went to the hospitals run by the hospital district — Jeff Davis, until we replaced it 

with LBJ, and Ben Taub. 

FELDMAN: I know a hospital called the Institute for Immunological Disorders, which 

was a pioneering AIDS hospital for Houston and Harris County, opened in 1987.  

I was going to ask you, where was the building?  Who owned it?  And who 

staffed it? 

JON LINDSAY: I couldn’t answer any of those questions because I just don’t 

remember. 

FELDMAN: I understand that the hospital had $4 million, more or less, in federal funds 

and a lot of drugs that were the best AIDS medications available at that time.  I 

think it was the first hospital devoted to AIDS, solely devoted to AIDS, in the 

country. Do you remember that? 

JON LINDSAY: I really don’t.  I’m sure you’re going to be interviewing Ken Mattox, 

and he will, I hope, have an answer to a lot of those things, I’m sure.  

FELDMAN: I’ve heard that Houston and Harris County got a lot of positive attention for 
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having a facility like that, but then it closed after only 14 months; do you 

remember? 

JON LINDSAY:  No, again, that’s kind of fuzzy in my memory.  I remember things like 

that happening, but I can’t give you any details on it.  

FELDMAN: I think we got a black eye because the money, that $4 million, was returned 

to the federal government, and the cutting edge drugs were returned to the drug 

manufacturers.  

JON LINDSAY: Now, that sounds vaguely familiar, yes.  

FELDMAN: Do you remember criticism for that?  Not necessarily aimed at you.  

JON LINDSAY: No, I just remember something like that happening.  

FELDMAN: All these promising drugs were returned, the money was returned, and 

where we had looked so smart —  

JON LINDSAY:  We weren’t so smart after all.  

FELDMAN: We weren’t so smart after all.  

JON LINDSAY: Couldn’t manage it, I guess is what happened.  Again, I just don’t 

know. 

FELDMAN: Since this AIDS hospital was taking the burden of Houston-area patients — 

those who could pay and those who couldn’t — why didn’t the hospital district 

step in to help? When the institute failed, hundreds of patients came back to you.  

JON LINDSAY: Right, it makes sense that that would happen, but I don’t recall any of 

the details on how it happened. 

FELDMAN: When the institute closed, all of a sudden there were 600 AIDS patients in 

need of medical care, and 400 of the 600 were indigent and needing help from the 

hospital district. The private hospitals were in a quandary as well.  At the time, 
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nobody in the medical community really wanted AIDS patients. 

JON LINDSAY: I’m sure that was brought to my attention at the time in a panic mode, 

probably. 

FELDMAN: Do you remember the efforts to open Thomas Street Clinic?  That was a 

grace note.  

JON LINDSAY:  Oh, I do remember those efforts. 

FELDMAN: Tell me about when and why Thomas Street. 

JON LINDSAY: Maybe all that is exactly when that happened.  Are you talking about 

those 400 [AIDS patients], and there would be a panic mode between the hospital 

district and really, every hospital in town was being affected by all that. 

Anyhow, I do remember the Thomas Street issue, and we made a trade, or 

somehow MD Anderson wound up with the old what was the —  

FELDMAN: Center Pavilion Hospital, I think.  

JON LINDSAY:  Yes, it was a hospital for the Union Pacific — or not the Union Pacific, 

but I think the Southern. 

FELDMAN: I think there was the Union Pacific Railway Hospital and the Center 

Pavilion Hospital. Which one did the county own? 

JON LINDSAY: We owned the Center Pavilion.  We didn’t own the railroad hospital.  

FELDMAN: Did Anderson own that? 

JON LINDSAY: Anderson owned that. I don’t know how they got that.  Probably 

somebody bequeathed it to them or something in the old days somehow.  I don’t 

know what the history is on that, but they did own it.  We owned Center Pavilion.  

It had closed down, to start with. We bought it with the idea that we were going 

to put some health-related activities in there that had nothing to do with the AIDS 
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stuff, but it had to do with — let me just back up and tell the whole story. 

The whole story is that Dr. Joe Jachimczyk, who was the medical 

examiner for Harris County, was desperate to get a freestanding or a separate 

facility from Ben Taub for his medical examiner’s facilities.  Ken Mattox was 

desperate to get him out of the basement of Ben Taub.  

FELDMAN: Why? 

JON LINDSAY: Because they were a major disruption.  If they spilled a little glass of 

formaldehyde or something, it stunk up the whole hospital, according to Ken 

Mattox. That was one of his claims.  Anyhow, they just were not compatible to 

have the medical examiner’s facilities in the basement of Ben Taub, so they were 

desperate to get that out. Jachimczyk was desperate to get out, too.   

We passed a bond issue allowing $5 million to Harris County to build a 

medical examiner’s facility — it had nothing to do with AIDS — for 

Dr. Jachimczyk.  Our thought was, okay, that’s not going to be enough to do a 

whole lot, but we’re going to leverage it as much as we could, and we bought 

Center Pavilion Hospital for about $500,000, there on the banks of Brays Bayou. 

We were going to do a lot of things to it.  We were going take the rest of the 

$4.5 million and make a medical examiner’s facility in the very top of the 

building, with a private elevator so they would all be separated from the rest of 

the building, and then the rest of the building — it was an 11-story building — 

and the rest of the building, we were going to do other things with.  We didn’t 

know what the final decision was, but we were thinking about some of the health 

department facilities in there, maybe some mental health facilities in there.  Well, 

the medical center didn’t like that.  When I say “medical center,” I’m talking 
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about the whole medical center.   

FELDMAN: All the institutions in the Texas Medical Center. 

JON LINDSAY:  All the institutions ganged up against me and Joe.  I called him Dr. Joe.  

We had a big meeting down there at the — I think the name of the bank was the 

Fannin State Bank at the time, there on Fannin and Holcombe.  We were on the 

top floor in a big meeting room up there.  Everybody was there that was against 

us, which was about 30 people, I think, and there were Dr. Joe and I.  We 

explained what we were going to do.  They all but threw us off the top of the 

building. It got my dander up, to start with.  I said, “People, that’s all we can 

afford. That’s all we can do, and we’re going to do it unless” — we threw the 

challenge up to them — “unless you can come up with a better plan.”   

We already owned the building. We tried to auction that building off, by 

the way, at this time.  Well, no, that came a little bit later.  Let me get my 

timeframe straightened out here.  

Anyhow, they said, “Okay, we’ll work on it.” They came back to me 

and — 

FELDMAN: With the better idea.  

JON LINDSAY: They came up with a better idea.  They came back and said, “Here’s 

what we’re going to do: We’re going to give you land over on OST [Old Spanish 

Trail] for the medical examiner, separate them from all the hospitals entirely, so 

you can build your facility there. We’re going to work with Lieutenant Governor 

Bill Hobby, who’s pledged to help, to raise money at the state level to help you 

build a psychiatric hospital over on — and we’re going to give you land for 

that — over on South MacGregor.” 

OH073   | The oH Project  | page 20 



 

         

   

  

   

  

I said, “Well, that’s a better deal.  We’ll do it,” so we agreed to it. 

Now we still had Center Pavilion Hospital.  We tried to auction it off, and 

I think it was 1983. We hit the auction just before the major downturn in the 

economy, as I recall.  We got an $11 million bid for it, and the second bidder, that 

had bid a couple of hundred thousand below the high bidder, filed suit against us 

and said, “Well, the high bidder doesn’t have the money, so you’re going to have 

to award it to us,” and John O’Quinn was their lawyer.  They took us to court. 

We had a trial. They beat us. Okay, now we’re awarding it to the second bidder.  

Okay, that’s all right, we’re still getting $10 million something for it.  It was a hell 

of a lot more than we paid for it.   

It turned out neither one of them had any money.  They couldn’t get the 

financing. The economy had gone downhill in a pot. So now we still owned the 

Center Pavilion Hospital, and that’s when MD Anderson came to us and said, 

“Here’s what we’ll do. We own this railroad hospital out here, and we’ll trade 

you the two buildings. You take that, and we’ll take Center Pavilion, and we’ll 

give you enough money to pretty much remodel our hospital on Thomas Street,” 

which they did, and we used that to build Thomas Street Clinic.  

FELDMAN: For the AIDS patients. 

JON LINDSAY:  Primarily, I think exclusively, for the AIDS community.  

FELDMAN: So right there, you took care of Dr. Jachimczyk.  

JON LINDSAY: Took care of Jachimczyk.  

FELDMAN: And added much-needed mental health services. 

JON LINDSAY:  Yes. 

FELDMAN: And AIDS. 
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JON LINDSAY: And did a lot for AIDS, yeah. 

FELDMAN: I mean, you didn’t solve any of these problems completely, but it was a 

help. Progress. 

JON LINDSAY:  Right. 

FELDMAN: Were you happy with all that? 

JON LINDSAY: Oh, delighted.  That was one of the highlights of my career, the whole 

thing. The whole thing worked out. Just funny how things work out that way.  It 

was like me having my Korean guy go to San Antonio to get me a job in Houston.  

FELDMAN: Do you remember the Greater Houston AIDS Alliance?  I think it was 

formed after that Houston/Harris County Panel on AIDS was dissolved. 

JON LINDSAY: All of those agencies kind of blend together on me on just where they 

fell in and what they did, but I do remember it seemed like whatever got created, 

there was controversy about it in some form or fashion.  

FELDMAN: Let me just ask you about a couple of people.  Do you remember Betty 

Beene with the United Way? 

JON LINDSAY:  With United Way.  I do remember Betty.  

FELDMAN: Was she trying to help with the AIDS crisis?  

JON LINDSAY:  Well, yes, she was a significant force with United Way.  

FELDMAN: Did she get involved with AIDS? 

JON LINDSAY: I’m sure she did, but I don’t know any of the details.  Just knowing 

Betty Beene and the control they had over where some of the charitable money 

went, I would think that she would be somewhere in the scheme of things, but 

don’t ask me in detail.  I probably knew at one time, but I don’t remember now.  

FELDMAN: What about Bill Teague and Carolyn Farb?  Teague was in charge of the 
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Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center. 

JON LINDSAY: I don’t remember him hardly at all.  I remember Carolyn Farb.  

FELDMAN: What did she do? 

JON LINDSAY:  She was an activist raising money, and she had a different circle to run 

in, and she was very successful in raising funds for different things.  

FELDMAN: I believe she was a philanthropist who raised a great deal of money for 

AIDS causes. 

JON LINDSAY:  I think she did.  

FELDMAN: Did you start the AIDS Alliance? 

JON LINDSAY:  I think that was the one that Kathy Whitmire and I worked on together.  

FELDMAN: What was your hope for that? 

JON LINDSAY: Oh, shucks, I don’t remember.  Again, if Ron Dear were alive, he’d 

give it to you in detail, but he’s passed on.  Ron Deer was the principal guy at that 

time, as far as I was concerned.  

FELDMAN: Could we talk a little bit more about you and Whitmire? 

JON LINDSAY: I was supposedly leader of the Republican Party here in Harris County, 

and she was pretty much a leader in the Democrats, on her side.  I think we 

worked together pretty well. 

FELDMAN: Could you tell me a little bit more about Ron Dear? 

JON LINDSAY: He was committed.  He had a lot of friends in that [GLBTQ] 

community. I don’t think he was gay or anything like that.  He was a paraplegic. 

He had back problems that really went bad on him, and so he was confined to a 

wheelchair. His social life was pretty limited because of that.  

FELDMAN: He sounds like a special person. 
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JON LINDSAY:  He was.  He came to me by Nancy Palm, as a matter of fact.  When 

Chase Untermeyer left me —  

FELDMAN: He had been your chief of staff? 

JON LINDSAY:  Chase was my first chief of staff.  He didn’t last too long because he 

went on to bigger and better things, which I encouraged all my people to do, that 

ever worked for me.  That’s when Nancy Palm called me and said, “I’d like for 

you to” — no, she didn’t ask me.  She told me to hire Ron Dear.  That’s the 

personality she was. I interviewed him, and he was fine.  He was the kind of guy 

that I thought we needed at the timeframe, and he did it.  He wound up in the 

hospital for a while. When I hired him, he could walk, but he had a couple of 

operations not too long after I had hired him and wound up in significant 

problems.  He was involved in almost everything before he got restricted and 

things like that. 

FELDMAN: He sounds like a very engaging kind of person. 

JON LINDSAY: Yes, he was. Yes, he was. He was very engaging. It was just a shame 

that he wound up in the situation he had because he was the kind of guy that if 

he’d have been really healthy, he’d have probably wound up in a major political 

office sometime, could have, in my opinion.  

TONY LINDSAY: I always thought he was a little extra smart.  

JON LINDSAY: Oh, yeah, he was smart.  He was a lot smarter than me.  I associate 

always with people a lot smarter than me.  

TONY LINDSAY: He is political.  

FELDMAN: King Hillier was another person who worked with you.  Who was he, and 

what was his importance to AIDS patients in Harris County?  
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JON LINDSAY: I would call him more of a hospital district lobbyist.  

FELDMAN: I believe Hillier worked in the budget office of the Harris County Health 

Department, and you sent him to Washington to help write the Ryan White 

Program, which is federal law now.  As I understand it, he got Congress to agree 

that the largest portion of funds should go to the elected officials primarily 

responsible for healthcare in each state.  In Texas, that’s the county judge.  I guess 

when that happened, thanks to some of his work, a lot of money started coming to 

the county; is that right? 

JON LINDSAY: I don’t know how much, and I don’t know if it’s a lot, but I do 

remember the Ryan White Program, and I do remember we benefited from it.  I 

couldn’t tell you any numbers, even begin to tell you the numbers.  

FELDMAN: What kind of person was King Hillier?  Was he very helpful to you? 

JON LINDSAY: I don’t know him very well.  I’d talk to him. He would work with me. 

As I recall, he would work even when I was in the Senate later on.  That’s why I 

call him the lobbyist for whomever he was working for at the time because he was 

the advocate that would work for these issues on behalf of the department he was 

working for. 

FELDMAN: The Ryan White Program was created by Congress, and I think Harris 

County got one of the first federal grants in 1991, and the money went to the 

Greater Houston AIDS Alliance, a quasi-government agency, to be distributed.  

Does that sound right? 

JON LINDSAY: I don’t remember.  

FELDMAN: With Ryan White, the Title I funds went to the county, and Title II funds 

went to the state. I believe to help you manage that money, you hired Sue Cooper 

OH073   | The oH Project  | page 25 



 

         

  

 

  

 

to be in charge of the Alliance.  Does that sound right? 

JON LINDSAY: Yes, I remember Sue Cooper, but I don’t remember what her duties 

were. She wasn’t hired out of my office.  

FELDMAN: I think you hired her. 

JON LINDSAY: Did I?  Okay.  I don’t remember.  She didn’t work out of my office.  I 

know that. If I was given credit for hiring her and she worked out of some other 

office then, whether it was the Alliance or the health department or whatever.  

[END OF AUDIO PART 3] 

FELDMAN: I think it was the Alliance.  

JON LINDSAY:  Whatever.  I’m drawing a blank there.  

FELDMAN: But you don’t remember like strengths, weaknesses, why you hired her? 

JON LINDSAY:  No. 

FELDMAN: She was a social worker who had worked at Anderson and the Institute.  I 

understand she was a very effective social worker, but she didn’t have experience 

managing money.  At some point in the early 1990s, there was a federal audit that 

showed she had not kept receipts or the Alliance had not kept receipts for 

$100,000 of the Title I money.  Do you remember that?  There was a flap about it. 

JON LINDSAY: No, I don’t remember that either.  

FELDMAN: Did you get criticism for it?  Not because you did it, but because Cooper 

was, directly or indirectly, on your team?  And, at minimum, the record keeping 

was poor. 

JON LINDSAY: It wasn’t enough to register in my memory bank.  We may have got it.  

I wouldn’t say we didn’t. 

FELDMAN: You were dealing with administrators, bureaucrats, other politicians.  Do 
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you remember the role of the AIDS activists back then who were perhaps strident 

in their opinions about — 

JON LINDSAY:  Yes, I remember some strident ones.  

FELDMAN: What do you remember about the activists?  

JON LINDSAY: Tony remembers one better than I do.  Some guy threatened to — what 

was that all about? 

TONY LINDSAY: I remember that you told me that you had been threatened by this 

group — I don’t know that it was just one guy, or a few people, two or more — 

that if you didn’t fund their program, they were going to throw tainted blood on 

you. 

JON LINDSAY: Well, I don’t remember that.  

FELDMAN: Do you remember anything about a midnight raid, when AIDS activists 

rifled through financial records and other papers in the Alliance office? 

TONY LINDSAY: I don’t know about a midnight raid.  

JON LINDSAY: No, I don’t either. 

TONY LINDSAY: Was it on Jon? 

FELDMAN: No, not directly. But after the raid, the flow of federal money skipped the 

Alliance and went directly to the county, and Cooper was transferred from the 

Alliance to the county, too. Looking back, and again, focusing on the AIDS 

crisis, how do you sum up successes and failures from that period?  It sounds like 

as you managed those real estate deals, you added some mental health facilities 

and, with Thomas Street, some excellent services for AIDS patients.  You even 

got a freestanding facility for the medical examiner.  

JON LINDSAY: That definitely was a highlight.  That was a lot of fun working with 
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those guys. Was George Alexander the head of the medical center at the time, or 

do you remember? 

FELDMAN: I would say he was on the hospital district board.  

JON LINDSAY: Okay, that was Alexander.  Who was the medical center guy who had 

the crippled wife?  I liked him, but he was against me on some of that stuff. 

TONY LINDSAY: We especially liked his wife.  She was a very charming, beautiful 

lady with one leg. I can’t remember his name.  This guy was the chairman of the 

medical center or something like that.  

JON LINDSAY:  Yes, he was an engineer, really.  He didn’t have anything to do with 

medicine.  I’ll think of it [his name] tonight about midnight.  

FELDMAN: Any failures that you would think back on and wish you could redo or do 

differently? 

JON LINDSAY:  Nothing that I can really flag and say that was a historic conclusion 

moment.  I know we had some setbacks, but I don’t remember what they were.  I 

was never one, and still I am not one, that worries too much about what’s 

happened in the past. I just try to look more to what’s happening right now and 

plan for the future. Career-wise, the good Lord has blessed me to the extreme.  

FELDMAN: What made you decide to give up the job in Harris County and run for the 

state Senate? 

JON LINDSAY: Well, if you recall, I had some conflict with the district attorney on my 

expenditure of my campaign funds.  I’m not proud of that, but it was proven I 

didn’t do anything illegal. I just did something that you’re not supposed to do, 

and it’s probably illegal now, the way I expended some of those funds.  So I 

decided not to run again. Then Don Henderson, who was in the Senate, the guy 
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that beat me for that House job, he and I had become friends.  He called me and 

said, “Jon, I’m not going to run again for the Senate.  Why don’t you run?”  

TONY LINDSAY: That was a couple of years later.  

JON LINDSAY:  Yes, that was two years later.  I said, “It sounds like a good idea.  I’ll 

do it.” By then, I had already decided. I was bored.  And so I ran for that job and 

won it and served 10 years there. My chief of staff there was Lauren Donder.  

She had worked for me here in the judge’s office.  She had married and gone to 

Austin about the time I left the judge’s office. 

FELDMAN: You had some time to decide what to do with your life.  

JON LINDSAY: Right, and so I did that [ran for office].  I went to Austin, hired her.  

Now, she had a lot of interest in these kinds of things.  When she worked for me, 

she was the main person to work with the hospital district when I was the county 

judge. She maintained a lot of connections with the hospital people.  Then as my 

chief of staff, she guided me on those kinds of issues in Austin.  She’s the one that 

encouraged me to carry the needle exchange bill that I carried in 2005.  

FELDMAN: What did that mean exactly? 

JON LINDSAY: It meant that it would be permissible to set up an area where you could 

bring in your old needles that you were using and get a new needle, one that was 

not contaminated.  

FELDMAN: If you were a drug addict? 

JON LINDSAY: So you didn’t have to share needles. 

FELDMAN: This was for drug addicts? 

JON LINDSAY:  Yes, for drug addicts.  It was primarily aimed at AIDS-type problems, 

is what it was primarily aimed at.  Try to curtail, really, the expansion of AIDS 
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through used needles. Anyhow, I carried that in the 2004 session.  Wait a minute.  

We served four-year terms, but I served 10 years, because one of them was a two-

year term because of redistricting.  I was from 1997 to 2007, was my timeframe.  

I couldn’t convince my Republican colleagues to back me on that bill, and so 

virtually all of my conservative Republicans wouldn't let me bring it to the floor.  

We had to have 21 votes to bring an issue to the floor back in those days, and I 

couldn’t get 21 votes. I got the Democrats behind me on it, but I had to have 100 

percent of my Republicans doing it, and they wouldn’t let me do it.  Now, Senator 

Deuell, a Republican senator from Dallas, carried it the session after I left and was 

able to get it passed that time.  

TONY LINDSAY: He was a medical doctor.  

JON LINDSAY: What he did was, he picked up my bill that I couldn’t pass.  He 

supported me during the session that I tried to get it passed, but I couldn’t get 

enough of my Republican — you know, the regular ones you’d expect to vote 

against it, from the conservative wing of the Republican Party, wouldn’t support 

me, so I didn’t get it up.  

FELDMAN: So you were a Democrat all along [joke]. 

JON LINDSAY: You couldn’t say that back in those days.  You can say that now. I 

don’t care what you say now.  I’m not a total Democrat, just on most social 

issues. 

FELDMAN: Any wisdom you have to share for county judges or politicians or anybody? 

JON LINDSAY: I’m not going to talk about anybody.  I’m not too happy the way the 

county is being run right now, but I can’t do anything about it, so there’s nothing I 

can say. They’re dismantling some of the stuff we did, which just blows me 

OH073   | The oH Project  | page 30 



 

         

 

 

away. I can’t understand it. I think they’re really going to get in trouble with the 

expenditure of their toll road money, the way they’re doing that, if they continue 

the way they’re talking about doing it. You just can’t build parks with toll road 

money. That’s why I’m getting out of all political things.  I really am.  I was 

president and am president right now until the end of next month of the North 

Houston Association, but that gets me too close to politics.  It’s primarily made up 

of engineers and contractors. Well, not many contractors, but engineers and 

moneyed interests in the north part of Harris County and all of Montgomery 

County. I see a conflict there because these engineers have got to work with the 

people that I’m not too happy with right now, but they’ve got to work with them 

anyhow, and I respect that. 

FELDMAN: Thank you very much.  I appreciate your talking with me. 

[END OF AUDIO PART 4] 

[INTERVIEW CONCLUDED] 

* * * * * 
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