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AN INTERVIEW WITH SCOT ALAN MORE 

 

PEGGY SMITH:  This is Peggy Smith interviewing Scot Alan More for The oH Project, 

Oral Histories of HIV/AIDS in Houston, Harris County, and Southeast Texas.  

The interview is taking place on March 10, 2018, in Houston, Texas.  The purpose 

of this interview is to obtain Mr. More’s recollections concerning his experiences 

with homelessness and HIV/AIDS.  

  Good morning, Scot.  

SCOT MORE:  Well, good morning.  

PEGGY SMITH:  Thanks for being here.  I really appreciate your time and your 

willingness to share your story. 

SCOT MORE:  Thank you, thank you. 

PEGGY SMITH:  Let’s just jump right in and start at the beginning.  Could you describe 

to me or talk a little bit about your background?  Tell me about your family, your 

siblings and such, where you grew up.  

SCOT MORE:  I was born and raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan; spent my first five 

years in Grand Rapids; the second five years in Wyoming, which is just a suburb 

of Grand Rapids; and then from 10 to 18 in Jenison, Michigan.  That’s where I 

went to high school, as well.  

PEGGY SMITH:  What are your parents’ names and your siblings’ names?  

SCOT MORE:  My dad’s name is Thomas Oliver Moore.  Mom’s name is Catherine Jane 

Moore, but she goes by Jane.  I think that’s a tradition on her side of the family, 

where everyone is Catherine and then they just call them by their middle name.  
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That’s Catholic, I guess.  

SMITH:  Her mother’s name is Jane, as well?  

MORE:  No.  Catherine.   

SMITH:  Oh, it’s the Catherine. 

MORE:  They’re all Catherines first. 

SMITH:  Then their middle name.  

MORE:  Then their middle name is what you call them.  

SMITH:  All right.  How about your siblings?  

MORE:  I’m the oldest of four.  Under me would be Brian.  Randy is under Brian, and 

Julie is the youngest.  

SMITH:  You were born in Michigan and then moved a couple of times.  Could you 

describe growing up?  Where were you raised?  What was the place of religion in 

your life?  And anything you want to talk about there.  

MORE:  Well, family story, we’re recovered Catholics, 

meaning that we never went to church, really.  I can 

remember, when we were very young, going to catechism 

on Saturday morning, and then I’d have to miss cartoons, 

where everyone else — because I grew up in a very Dutch 

Christian Reformed community, and they don’t do 

anything on Sundays.  They just go to church twice a day, 

and that’s it, and you can’t work.  We would have the only 

two McDonald’s that were closed in the nation, because the whole city just shut 

down.  I felt like we were the only Catholics growing up in Jenison because we 

were out mowing the lawn, we were doing everything on Sunday, but nobody else 

First Birthday Party, 1964. 
Scot More in the center. 
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was.   

  The story goes with Mom and Dad, when the family first started, we were 

going to church, but then when my dad got a promotion at work and the church 

told him that he had to give a certain percentage of his raise to the church, rumor 

has it, my recollection is that Dad said, “No way,” and he stopped going to 

church. 

  Then my mother tells the story that after Julie was born, the fourth child 

she had, she confessed that she had her tubes tied, and the father said, “You’re 

going to go to hell for that,” and she goes, “Well, screw you.”  We just never went 

to church after that.  

SMITH:  It just didn’t work.  

MORE:  Which was totally fine.  It was totally fine for me.  I had a 

great childhood.  We’d go outside and play in the 

wilderness and in the woods and down the street, and not be 

afraid of anything.  It was totally different than what it is 

today.  But I had a good childhood.   

SMITH:  You mentioned your father and his promotion.  What 

kind of work did he do?  

MORE:  My dad, metaphorically speaking, started sweeping the 

floors at Steelcase when he was 18.  He was just a lineman, 

and then worked his way up, and fully retired at 48.  I know, full retirement, 30 

years, and out.  He was a safety engineer.  

SMITH:  For the whole time?  

MORE:  Well, yeah, for most of the time.  He is the last of the American Dream retirees.  

Scot More, First Grade, 
Taft Elementary School, 

Wyoming, MI.  1969 
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SMITH:  With a pension and —  

MORE:  With a pension, and they’re living a great life in Florida, and good for him.  

Now he’s, what, in his mid-seventies?  That’s a long time.  He’s been retired for a 

long time.  

SMITH:  So both of your parents are still living, as you say, your father, and now your 

mother?  

MORE:  Yes, they both have retired to Florida.  

SMITH:  How about your education?  What type of education training have you had?  

MORE:  Well, graduated from Jenison High School in 1981, so do the math.  That’s how 

old I am.  Went to the first two years at Grand Rapids Junior College.  Did not 

finish the second year, because I don’t like school.  I’ve never liked school.  Then 

all of a sudden, and I don’t remember how it happened, but all of a sudden, I 

dropped out of second year at junior college and went to cosmetology school.  

SMITH:  So that wasn’t part of junior college?  

MORE:  That was not part of junior college.  That was separate.  What I remember about 

that, all I remember is that, “Oh, I’m gay.”  I’m openly gay at this point.  I said, 

“Well, what am I going to do?  I might as well become a hairdresser,” and had a 

really good time at it.  Ended up working in a salon in Grand Rapids.  Worked for 

Paul Mitchell for a little bit.   

  What brought me to Texas when I moved was, I was working for Paul 

Mitchell and I came into Texas back in 1989.  I was introducing Paul Mitchell to 

all the JCPenney’s styling salons, so I was in every single mall in every single 

city, traveling.  That took me about a year to do that, and then I quit.  I quit.  So 

that was my education.  My only education, really, certificate, is cosmetology.  
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SMITH:  Growing up, anything out of the ordinary happen?  It was around this time you 

discovered you were gay, so could you talk a bit about that and any repercussions 

at home, or was there any pushback?  

MORE:  Well, like I said, I had a really good childhood, and I felt very safe.  When I was 

in high school, it was either high school or right after I graduated, at that time I 

was going to the gay bars.  I’ve been going to the gay bars since I’d been 15, 16 

years old.  Back then, it was very easy to do that.  At first, I wasn’t drinking, but 

then, of course, later I was.   

  I came home one day, and Mother was never up, and I was always coming 

in late.  I came home from the bar, and she was sitting up with one lamplight on, 

and she asked me, “Where have you been?” 

  We used to call the gay bars Grandma’s, you know, to other people, and I 

don’t remember what I said to my mother, but I tried to lie.  It was like, “I can’t 

tell her where I was.”   

  Then she asked me, she goes, “Whose class ring are you wearing?” 

  I said, “Darren’s,” and that kind of shocked her, it surprised her, and she 

did not take it well.  She asked me to leave.  

SMITH:  So at that point, she knew you were gay?  

MORE:  That’s when I had to come out, yes.  

SMITH:  That was your coming out?  

MORE:  That was my coming out.  It wasn’t planned.  It just happened.  I was out to 

everybody else, just not to the family.  She told me, promise me not to tell my 

brothers and sisters, which they already knew, but promise me not to tell my 

father.   
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  I was like, “Okay.”   

  “But you have to leave,” and I left the next morning. 

  I remember my dad, I got my suitcase and I’m leaving out of the garage, 

and my dad didn’t know what was going on.  He said, “Why are you leaving?”  

At this time, I was taking classes at the junior college.  “You can stay here for 

free.” 

  I just lied through my teeth.  “No.  I got an apartment.  I’m fine,” da, da, 

da.  I had no idea where I was going to go, no idea.   

  The only thing I knew was, I went down to the bar, and I ended up going 

home with a friend.  It was like an acquaintance, somebody I really didn’t know, 

and he had an extra room, and he goes, “You can sleep in this extra room.”  I was 

there for a few days, and then he never came back to the apartment.  My name is 

not on the lease or anything.  Hindsight, I found out that he was actually in jail 

because he was a drug dealer.   

  Now, at that time, I was not doing drugs.  I have a history of using, but not 

at that time.  So I didn’t know what to do, so I literally ended up couch surfing 

from different friends.  Did that for probably about — I don’t remember the time 

period — six months to a year, some time in there. 

  Fast forward just a little bit, and then I’ll come back.  I work in homeless 

services now, and what I just described was a homeless episode for a young adult.  

At that time, I did not know that what I was experiencing was homelessness, but I 

was thrown away.  My family threw me away.  I was not wanted, and I had to 

move before I was emotionally or capable of supporting myself, so I only did 

what I knew to stay safe and do the next right thing.  I never knew that that’s what 
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I was experiencing, was homelessness, because when you’re young, you feel 

infallible.  “Nothing can hurt me.  I choose to do this.”  Well, I didn’t choose to 

do that.  

SMITH:  How did you feel?  What was going on in your head as you’re going from one 

couch to another, trying to find a safe place to sleep?  

MORE:  Well, it was kind of fun because back then, the gay community, we all took care 

of ourselves.  I was one of the lucky ones.  I never had to sell myself to have 

someplace to sleep.  I never got caught into drugs, although I was drinking a lot of 

alcohol.  You know, that’s what kids do.  Well, kids.  I was a young adult.  I was 

very, very, very fortunate.  The only unfortunate thing was, was that that drug 

dealer that I stayed with, at that time, I had all the — I guess I was a freshman at 

junior college, because I had all the credit cards. 

  To go back, my first job, I took a job — I lied about my age; I was 15 

years old — at Burger King.  That was my first job.  I was still in high school.  

The reason why I took that job is because I asked my mother for contacts.  I 

wanted to wear contacts.  She goes, “You want contacts?  Get your own job and 

pay for it yourself.” 

  I’m like, “Okay,” so I did.  I was working late nights at Burger King 

almost full-time and then going to high school at the same time.  I’d been used to 

having money, and then I had started developing my credit history, and I “loaned” 

this “acquaintance” —  

SMITH:  This drug dealer, of course.  

MORE:  This drug dealer, that I didn’t know he was a drug dealer, he wanted to borrow 

my American Express to rent a car — I’m very naïve, and I’m like, “Okay.”  Very 
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trusting, “Okay.  No big deal” — and to drive to Muskegon, and my boyfriend 

happened to be in Muskegon at that time.  

SMITH:  Is that Darren?  

MORE:  That was Darren, yeah.  

  And I trusted him.  He took it, he came back, and, “How was the trip?” 

  “Great.  Fine.” 

  Three days later, the car company calls me.  “Where is the car?”  

  He kept the car.  So I had a huge car bill on my American Express.  That 

screwed up my credit, and I’ve never had credit since.  

SMITH:  Did you have to buy the car?  

MORE:  No.  No, no, no, no.  They eventually recovered it, but I think it was like a 

couple of weeks.  

SMITH:  That was quite a time.  During this period, did you hear from your family at all?  

Were you in contact with them, or any of them?  

MORE:  Yes.  Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes.  That was 

part of the why I couldn’t tell Dad or my brothers 

and sisters.  So I would talk to my mother, I 

would talk to my family — I know it’s strange — 

but not that much.  I really tried to, after I did get 

settled and I got a job and I was still in school and 

got a “roommate” — my roommate became my 

best friend for about 10 to 15 years, maybe more 

than that — I tried to repair the relationship with my mother, and it just did not 

work.  It just did not work.   

Family at Christmas, 1981, two months after 
being kicked out of the house. 

Scot More at top right. 
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  I remember one time going up for Thanksgiving, and this may have been a 

good 20 years ago.  She says, “You know, Scot” — we’re in the car.  “You know, 

Scot, I want to thank you.” 

  I said, “Oh, for what?” 

  She goes, “For when you were living with us when you were younger, that 

you didn’t bring any of your friends around.” 

  I just started balling, and to this day, she calls me a lifestyle.  Where I’m 

okay with that today, what’s really sad is, I don’t think she’s okay with it.  

SMITH:  In what way, Scot?  

MORE:  She still calls me a lifestyle, and we haven’t spoken in years.  

SMITH:  So you were in contact during the time you were homeless, as a youth?  

MORE:  Yes, yes, yes.  

SMITH:  Today, you are not in contact with your mother?  

MORE:  No, no.  

SMITH:  When you were homeless, how long were you homeless?  I understood six to 

12 months, is that right, before you got your job and on your feet?  

MORE:  When I was younger?  

SMITH:  Yes.   

MORE:  Honestly, I don’t remember.  Six to 12, it was — I never had to spend any time 

on the streets.  You have to remember, this is Grand Rapids, Michigan, very small 

town.  No one really was on the streets except for the severely mental and the 

drunk, the town drunk.  So I was very lucky in that respect.  

SMITH:  Okay.  How about drugs?  Were you around drugs?  

MORE:  Always.  



 

OH041     |     The oH Project     |     page 10 

SMITH:  Always.  

MORE:  This was the late 1970s, early 1980s.  Everybody was — I can’t do pot, because 

I’m one of those lightweights.  Take one hit, and I just pass out.  Why do it?  But 

cocaine was huge in the 1980s, especially in the gay bars, so yeah, I was doing it.  

SMITH:  No needles?  

MORE:  No.  

SMITH:  Okay.  Did you see any prostitution?  People trying to live on the streets, or live 

on their own, as you say, trying to make money for themselves in that way?  

Youth? 

MORE:  Not back then, no, because there was so much sex going on.  I mean, literally, if 

not daily, three, four, five, six times a day, and that was just not me.  That was 

everyone I was hanging around with, and sex was free.  There was no reason to 

have to sell yourself for something, because you could just get it for free.  

SMITH:  Was there any discussion during this time or any awareness of HIV/AIDS?  

MORE:  My first recollection of HIV was probably during the time that I was in 

cosmetology school, so that would have been what?  1983?  It was rumors, 

friends.  It was a disease at that time — for me, I’m in the Midwest — where it 

was believed to be a coastal thing.  It was all New York, and it was all in 

California.  Never going to hit here.  Didn’t know anybody yet.   

  Then all of a sudden, it hit really, really hard back in the mid-1980s, 

because Eddie, who was the main bartender at the Carousel Lounge, he was 

adorable and very, very — everyone loved Eddie, and then all of a sudden, he got 

really, really sick and he died.  Matter of fact, I was actually roommates with him 

for a little bit during that period, in the front room, and then he died, and so that, 
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AIDS actually hit.  It hit my little hometown, and so I literally just closed down.   

  Actually, I don’t remember, honest to God, I do not remember anything 

prior to 1989.  It’s all a blur.  The 1980s for me are all a blur.  There was a lot of 

drinking, and there were a lot of drugs.  There was a lot of sex.  I was young.  I 

had a lot of money.  Well, now, for me, I had a lot of money.  No responsibility 

whatsoever.  And then all of a sudden, in the middle of all that, AIDS hits.   

  I found out I was HIV October of 1989, and that was when I moved.  I 

made the decision to move to Texas back in December of 1989 because I chose 

not to tell anybody that I was HIV positive.  

SMITH:  So you left Michigan?  

MORE:  I left Michigan to like create a new life, because in Texas nobody knows that I 

would be HIV positive.  

SMITH:  All right.  Wow.  So you moved.  Your diagnosis was —  

MORE:  Was my catalyst.  

SMITH:  — was your catalyst to move. 

MORE:  My best friend at that time, John, moved to Austin, and I was talking to him, and 

we were planning on this, but then in the middle of all that planning is when I 

found out I was HIV, and so it was a perfect time for me just to — I was afraid.  I 

was really, really afraid.  No. 1, I just saw Eddie die, so that’s how I was going to 

die.  I don’t want people feeling sorry for me.  I did not want people to know that 

I was HIV, and I did not want my family to know, so I just made it up.  

SMITH:  “Made it up.”  You moved. 

MORE:  I moved.  It was like, “I’m healthy as a horse,” and I was very, very lucky.  

Again, my whole life has been full of luck.  I must have had a weak strain of the 



 

OH041     |     The oH Project     |     page 12 

virus, because my viral load [sic] stayed at 1100 from 1989 to about 2000 — no, 

maybe it was 1996, because that’s when I moved to Houston.  No, a little after 

that.  It started going down after I moved to Houston.  I moved to Houston from 

Austin in 1996, and it was my job took me there at that time.  And so HIV, my 

T cells started going down.   

  I never had to take AZT [azidothymidine].  I tried, but it was so 

poisonous, I would just throw it up.  I mean, I could not tolerate it.  Doctor kept 

saying, it was three days into it, “You’ve got to break through.  You’ve got to get 

through this.” 

  I was like, “Absolutely not.  I cannot take this.”   

  I remember the last time that I made the decision not to take AZT is, I put 

the pills in my hand, and I started throwing up before I even took them.  It was 

that poisonous for me.  But I was, like I said, luck.  My T cells were fine.  They 

were just throwing us on AZT, anybody.  Just take it.   

  What saved me was the cocktails, because my T cells started going down, 

and that was when I moved to Houston back in 1996, and I leveled off.   

  But then it was about 2001, I became what I call AIDS on paper, because I 

got really, really sick.  I don’t remember if it’s because I stopped taking the meds 

or the meds stopped working for me.  I think it was the meds stopped working, 

and I got really, really, really sick.  

SMITH:  When you were first diagnosed with HIV? 

MORE:  1989 was HIV. Then 2001 was AIDS.  

SMITH:  Do you feel you were exposed to the virus through sex, probably?  Because you 

didn’t do drugs, you know, intravenous anyway. 
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MORE:  No, I didn’t do intravenous.  But that’s absolutely a given.  

SMITH:  Do you have a sense of where or a time?  

MORE:  Absolutely not.  

SMITH:  It was just a blur, as you said?  The 1980s were a blur?  

MORE:  I was very much involved in, now, a lot of sex.  

SMITH:  So you decided to move to Austin to be with your friend John.  You had been 

talking about it, and now you’re going to do it.  

MORE:  Going to do it.  

SMITH:  You told your family, your support group all around you, your friends, that you 

were just going to take another job in Austin?  

MORE:  Yeah.  Well, I went down there with not knowing what I was going to do.  

SMITH:  But you were telling them?  

MORE:  Yes, yes.  

SMITH:  Did you know other people living with HIV, at this time?  

MORE:  Yes.  John’s partner, and he also died in the house, too.  He died a little bit later, 

and I feel really bad because I don’t remember his name.  

SMITH:  John.  You said “too.”  Did John also die?  

MORE:  No.  John was negative.  

SMITH:  Negative.  But his partner died?  

MORE:  Yes.  

SMITH:  Is that why you were there?  

MORE:  No, I was their roommate.  

SMITH:  But I mean, you were in Austin?  

MORE:  I was in Austin, yes.  
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SMITH:  And he died during that time?  

MORE:  Uh-huh.  

SMITH:  How did that feel, knowing you were now dealing with the same?  

MORE:  It was very frightful.  It was very scary, because when I ran to Austin, I stopped 

drinking, I stopped doing the drugs, I started running, I started eating healthy, and 

I was very healthy for the whole 1990s.  Well, I still am today, but I mean, my 

therapy, my denial of my HIV status, I threw that into my health, and I wasn’t 

having a lot of sex.  I wasn’t doing all the old stuff.  I mean, I literally went 180 

degrees, and I think that helped me stay healthy until later, my body just couldn’t 

take it anymore.  

  What was scary when John’s partner died, he died at the house, and it was 

around Christmastime.  He’s Hispanic, and he had a — I’d met the family.  

They’d been over for Thanksgiving.  I loved it that his mother made authentic 

tamales.  That was my first experience and my first Thanksgiving in Texas.  

Mamacita is making tamales out of the cast iron skillet, and there’s the tortillas, 

and of course, they did the traditional turkey and everything, so I took my tortilla 

and took the turkey and the dressing and made a taco out of it, and they thought I 

was crazy.  I’m like, “This is great.”  

SMITH:  A great welcome to Texas.  

MORE:  It was wonderful.  So having said that, their family was very accepting of John’s 

relationship with their son.  Me being openly gay as their roommate, they just like 

embraced.   

  But I kid you not, as soon as his body left that house, because he died at 

the house and there were firemen and emergency people there, as soon as they left 
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the house, his family started grabbing everything and ran out of the house and this 

totally caught both John and me by surprise.  It was like you’ve seen in the 

movies.  We were just standing there with our jaw dropped, going, “Oh, my God, 

what just happened?”  And so I felt really bad for John because he had to go 

through that.  

SMITH:  Sure.  Before you knew that truth about the family, or saw that, you were at 

their house for celebrations and such, how did that feel for you?  Your situation, 

your experience with your family was the total opposite, at this point.  

MORE:  It felt very comfortable.  We used to kid that we were the Golden Girls of the 

young gays because we would watch Golden Girls.  We were going to grow old 

together, all three of us, and then Brian came and there were four of us, and we 

were just going to grow old together and become the Golden Girls, so it was 

great.  Those were really good times.  

SMITH:  Now, you mentioned Brian.  Who is Brian?  

MORE:  He’s just another part of my Austin experience.  He came from Louisiana.  He 

actually became a hairdresser after I quit doing hair.  I was like, “Why?”  

SMITH:  So he was your partner?  

MORE:  No, he was not my partner.  

SMITH:  You were friends?  

MORE:  He was my roommate.  

SMITH:  Your roommate?  

MORE:  Yeah, he was my roommate.  I’ve only had one partner in my entire life, and 

that didn’t work out.  

SMITH:  During this time, let’s see, you were working as a hair stylist from 1983 to 
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1990, and then you moved to Texas, to Austin, and it was really related to your 

diagnosis.  You wanted a new start, or at least a —  

MORE:  I was running.  

SMITH:  You were running.  

MORE:  I was running.  

SMITH:  That’s the bottom line?  

MORE:  Yeah.  At the time, I thought it was an adventure.  Well, it was.  It was an 

adventure, exciting.  But hindsight, now that I’m in senior years, I was running.  

SMITH:  You took a job with a health agency.  What was the name of that agency?  

MORE:  It was called Nurses Plus.  I took that job after I quit doing hair.  I quit doing 

hair because when I changed my lifestyle, not drinking, being healthy, this is 

when I started doing a lot of volunteer work.  It’s really molded me for who I am 

today and what I’m doing.   

  I could not work in the environment of superficial.  The clients that I was 

seeing at that time, the minimum ticket would be $200.  That was just for a style, 

cut, color, and I would spend two to three hours with them, and they looked at me 

as their therapist.  I’m like, “Honey, no, I’m not.  Please stop talking about all this 

stuff.”  I had a hard time putting up with the rich superficial, and that just totally 

turned me off, so I stopped doing hair.  I was really blessed to get this job at 

Nurses Plus, and I was staffing nurses in homes with people living with AIDS.  

SMITH:  Oh, all right.  

MORE:  Yeah, and I just loved that.  Now, mind you, I’m healthy.  I totally was in denial 

about my HIV status.  And then working for Nurses Plus and I’m staffing nurses, 

I just did not feel like I could come out.  I’m sure it would have been safe to 
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expose my virus at that time, but I don’t think I would have gotten the promotions 

that I got through them.  I don’t think I’d be here in Houston, because that was a 

promotion to come here.   

  What brought me here was the job for Nurses Plus.  I opened up two 

offices, Medicare and private pay, to try to do the same thing.  I don’t know what 

the time period was that I was there, but it literally became stale, the business.  

We couldn’t break into it.   

  One Friday, Amy comes in, one of the owners, unannounced, at 4:00 

o’clock on a Friday afternoon, and I knew exactly why she was there.  You know, 

it’s, “You’re laid off.  Here’s the severance package.”  

  I went directly from there, and the reason why I did this, I went directly 

from there to Starbucks because I was going to Starbucks.  One of the area 

supervisors was there.  I didn’t know that’s who she was.  She goes, “You look 

pretty down.” 

  “Yeah, I just found out I lost my job.” 

  She knew me, because I was a customer.  She goes, “Hold on.  Let me get 

through this.  Don’t leave.” 

  She comes back around with an application.  She goes — and at that time, 

there were only three Starbucks in Houston — and goes, “We’re fixing to open up 

the market in Houston.  We need store managers.” 

  So I was unemployed for maybe an hour, which that was wonderful.  The 

reason why I took that job is because they offered benefits, and no questions 

asked.  You just put da, da, da, da.  I took that job for the benefits, and then it was 

probably within that first year is when I disclosed my HIV status. 
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[END OF AUDIO PART 1] 

SMITH:  I wanted to ask you about benefits, so I want to loop back for just a second.  

MORE:  Sure.  

SMITH:  When you were with the agency, the home health agency, did you have health 

benefits then?  

MORE:  No, not at all.  

SMITH:  So up until Starbucks, you did not have any health benefits?  

MORE:  I did not have health.  

SMITH:  As a hair stylist, you wouldn’t have had health benefits?  

MORE:  No.  

SMITH:  And then on to the agency, health agency, no benefits?  

MORE:  No.  

SMITH:  This is a big deal.  

MORE:  Starbucks was a huge deal for me personally, because they offered me stability 

and it offered me a safe way of actually connecting to a real HIV doctor.  Yeah, it 

was huge. 

  Now, can I continue?  Let’s talk about the benefit line.  First, let me go 

through the second homelessness.  I’m at Starbucks, loving the job, and then one 

of the drugs that I was on, Sustiva, we didn’t know at that time one of the side 

effects is depression and suicidal thoughts and my doctor at that time did not 

know that.  So I was on Sustiva.  A lot of people were.  Most of us were, at that 

time.  But there are a few people that it chemically induces your brain to do the 

opposite.   

  I’m a very up person.  I am not a depressive person.  I did not know I was 
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depressed at the time, but I was.  After I broke up with my boyfriend at that time, 

which he does not deserve to be his name mentioned on this, after we broke up is 

when my life totally fell apart within like a couple of months’ time.  

SMITH:  When did you break up?  

MORE:  That would have been the day Allison hit [tropical storm].  Allison was June of 

2001.  The reason why I remember that is because we got in our last fight, and 

that was the first night I slept on the couch, and then the rainstorm hit, fifty-some 

inches of rain, or forty-some at that time, and then it was just coming up and up 

and up, and we had to work together to save the car, to save the garage, to save 

the pool, to save everything.  We stayed together for a couple of weeks to clean 

everything up, and then I left.  

  Shortly after I left, I ended up losing my job at Starbucks.  I was fired.  I 

was actually protecting one of my gay co-workers who was being sexually 

harassed, and it was a mess, and so they found an excuse to fire me for something 

else.  I literally, when they fired me and said, “We’re firing you because of your 

involvement in this sexual harassment thing” — well, I was just reporting it to 

help protect this kid — “and we’ve also found that you’re doing this,” da, da, da, 

da, da, da, I immediately called an attorney.   

  I was like, “They literally said they’re firing me because of this, my 

involvement in the sexual harassment — I’m a witness to this.  I didn’t witness 

it.”  But anyway, it was a real big mess, and I moved on from there.  

  Within that time period, I lost the apartment, lost the job, lost everything, 

and I got really, really sick, and that’s when I found out I was full-blown AIDS.  

Was in and out of the hospital for a couple of months.  The last hospital I was in 
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was because I tried to commit suicide.  

SMITH:  What hospital was that?  

MORE:  It was, I think, the West Oaks.  

SMITH:  So you don’t have health benefits now.  How are you getting this treatment?  

MORE:  It was the 30 days’ layover from the Starbucks.  It all happened like within a 

30-day period, and so West Oaks discharged me because my insurance —  

SMITH:  Was still active, because you had 30 days —  

MORE:  Well, they discharged me because the insurance stopped.  At that time when I 

was in the hospital, I had one friend that would come over and visit with me, and 

he said, “Well, do you want me to put your stuff in storage?” 

  Now, I’m suicidal at this time, and I said, “No.  Just open up the door.  

People can have anything, because I’m not going to live through this.”  I have 

full-blown AIDS.  I’ve tried to kill myself.  I’ve been on medication now for how 

many years?  I know that I’ve been HIV since 1989, but nobody else did.  I am 

not going to live any longer.  I’m in my forties at this time.  I can’t imagine my 

life in my senior years the way I’m living right now. 

SMITH:  You were at rock bottom.  

MORE:  I was at rock bottom.  But what brought me up was when my doctor came in the 

third time, and he said — and I could see it in his face.  He said, “I am so sorry.” 

  “Yeah,” and I just went, “Why?”  

  He goes, “I came into this profession not to hurt someone, and I feel like 

I’ve hurt you.”  That’s when they found out about the Sustiva and the side effects, 

because I’m thinking I’m just going crazy, and I’m trying to put things together, 

because there was so much coming at me all at once.  So that’s when I became 
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homeless, because I was literally discharged from West Oaks, I’m sicker than a 

dog, no longer have the apartment — I do have my car at that point; that’s the last 

thing I had — and I didn’t know where to go.   

  The good thing was, the miracle was, is that they knew where to refer me 

to, and they referred me to AFH, AIDS Foundation Houston.  At that time, they 

had a homeless program, it’s a transitional program, called Project LifeRoad.  It’s 

no longer there, which makes me sad, but it really saved my life.  I was able to 

stay there.  I stayed there for a year and a half, two years.  I stayed longer than I 

should.  Usually it’s a year program, but longer than I should.  It allowed me to 

regain my health and to regain my sanity and to get that Sustiva crap out of my 

system, and I literally turned around really quick with my health and my attitude 

and everything.  But I decided I wanted to commit to this program.  I’m not going 

to leave anytime early or soon.  

  Well, I ended up finding a little part-time job because I didn’t have to pay 

rent there.  It was free, you know.  The living environment was free.  There were 

rules, and there are classes and all of this and that.  

SMITH:  Did you still have your car?  

MORE:  I did have my car.  I still had my car.  I ended up giving up my car within the 

first couple of months I was there because I couldn’t afford the insurance, the 

registration.  I got all these parking tickets.  I literally just let that car go.  

SMITH:  You had nothing.  

MORE:  I had nothing.  I had nothing.  

SMITH:  Give me the time period again, please.  

MORE:  The time period for?  
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SMITH:  Right here, this time.  

MORE:  That was 2001.  Then, it was 2001.  Maybe it was 2002.  It was either 2001 or 

2002.  It’s in there.  It’s in that segment.  How I know that is, because, again, 

going back to employment, I hadn’t worked for a good year, because I was 

working all the classes, getting healthy, and then I did end up landing just a job at 

Blockbuster, you know, doing whatever.  That didn’t last very long.  They closed 

down.  So I’m sitting there, “What am I going to do?  What am I going to do?”  I 

can’t find a job.  I don’t have a phone.  I don’t have a car anymore.  I don’t know 

what to do. 

  So they had an intern program at Project LifeRoad to intern at different 

service providers, and the one that came open was to answer the phones at the 

Coalition for the Homeless.  I’ll never forget this.  At that time, because they 

didn’t have a phone, I was using Community Voice Mail.  Community Voice 

Mail was just a local phone number that was tied to voice mail, because at the 

time, earlier, one of the reasons why I couldn’t find a job is because on the 

résumés, they would call.  We had a phone at the house, the men’s house at 

Project LifeRoad, but the staff could not confirm nor deny that anybody stayed 

there.  So it was really hard to find employment, because what boss is going to 

say, “What do you mean, you can’t confirm or deny?  He gave me this number,” 

so they wouldn’t leave a message or whatever.  Nobody would call back until I 

got my voice mail number, because it’s just a local phone number, and I could 

retrieve my messages from any phone, so it would force them to leave — it’s not 

a live number — forced to leave a message, then you just check your messages 

often.   
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  One of the messages I got was from Ann Thomas, she’s my first boss at 

the coalition, and she goes, “I’d like you to come in, interview you to take this 

intern position.”  The intern position was for 20 hours a week, answering the 

phones for $4.20 an hour.  Now mind you, I wasn’t paying rent and didn’t have 

any bills or anything, and it was like it was just meant as a stepping stone, and I 

was still looking for other employment, and it was only supposed to be for six 

months.   

  Well, after that six months, they did an exception and said, “We don’t 

want you to leave.  Can you take another six months?” 

  “Okay.  Sure.” 

  And then during that time — wow, I can’t believe I just remembered this.  

During that time, the second six months, my roommate at Project LifeRoad, 

Tom — Tom and I were really close as friends, and Tom was working for the 

Coalition for the Homeless, and he was just hired on for the program manager for 

Community Voice Mail, the voice mail number that I used — he ended up 

committing suicide shortly after he got that job, within months.  Since I was there 

as the intern, I took over his responsibilities.  

SMITH:  Was he HIV?  

MORE:  Oh, yeah.  Oh, yeah.  I have to back up. 

  Project LifeRoad is for those living with HIV and homeless, so, specific to 

those experiencing homelessness that have HIV or AIDS, which was very 

comforting for me to be around everyone.  Everyone is just like me.  

SMITH:  That must have felt good.  

MORE:  Oh, it felt really good.  It felt really good.  
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SMITH:  Could I ask you here, how through all of your retraining now and your 

readjusting, how did you receive medical treatment?  Where did you go?  

MORE:  As far as when I was really sick and experiencing all the pneumonia and that?  

SMITH:  When you didn’t have benefits, you’re homeless, and then you’re working for 

the coalition, how are you receiving treatment?  

MORE:  Oh, thank you, thank you.  It is a huge part of this story. 

  My exposure to Project LifeRoad is, they connected me to Harris Health 

System and to the Ryan White.  

SMITH:  Say more about that.  

MORE:  Yeah.  Well, Ryan White is for those who have no health insurance that are 

indigent or not just homeless but that can’t afford and do not have health 

insurance.  I was actually on the ADAP [AIDS Drug Assistance Program], which 

was the state medication fund.  The state paid for my medications.  Because I was 

all connected to the whole system, Montrose Clinic is where I went for most — 

well, it was the only clinic I went to.  I didn’t go to Thomas Street.  

SMITH:  Tell me again, the date.  This was about when?  

MORE:  This was 2001–2002.  

SMITH:  Okay.  I just want to verify that.  

MORE:  Yeah, 2001–2002.  I stayed with Montrose Clinic all the way until just recently, 

like two years ago.  What’s interesting — can I go back to working for the 

coalition?  

SMITH:  [Nodding head.]  

MORE:  After a year of intern, Anthony, my boss at that time, said, “We don’t want to let 

you go.  Would you be willing to work with us under contract full-time?” 
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  Now, mind you, I went from part-time, 20 hours a week, $4.20 an hour, to 

full-time base salary, and I don’t remember what the salary was, but it was 

introductory salary.  

SMITH:  It was decent money.  

MORE:  It was decent money, and I hadn’t had decent money in a couple of years.  But 

the problem was, two problems:  One, I still didn’t have health insurance, so I 

went through ADAP and went through Ryan White.  Now, Ryan White, there’s an 

income ceiling.  So a couple of years, every time my review would come up with 

the coalition, they would offer me a raise, and then after the first raise, I literally 

had to start declining.  

SMITH:  Declining raises?  

MORE:  Declining raises, because if I would have been paid $20 more a year, I would 

have lost my medication, I would have lost my healthcare, and I didn’t have 

healthcare.  My boss, Anthony at that time, he understood that.  He totally 

understood that, so I worked there for about six years under contract.  

  The bad thing is that again, I’m not really good at financing money.  I 

never paid my taxes the whole time, so now I’ve owed the IRS [Internal Revenue 

Service].  I’d been paying them.  I’ve been writing a check to them for the past 

four years now, $350 a month, and at this rate, I’ll be paid off by the time I start 

receiving Social Security.  

SMITH:  I want to go back just a little bit on that, too.  

MORE:  Sure.  

SMITH:  You said that you were receiving your medication through ADAP?  

MORE:  Yes.  
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SMITH:  What does that stand for?  

MORE:  Oh, I don’t know.  

SMITH:  Okay.  That’s all right.  

MORE:  I think it’s — I don’t know.  I don’t remember.  I did know at one point.  I don’t 

remember.  

SMITH:  So it was ADAP and the Ryan White Foundation?  

MORE:  Yeah.  

SMITH:  Okay.  So now you’re dealing with the IRS.  

MORE:  Yeah.  But that’s okay.  Honestly, that is okay.  But anyway, yeah, here’s the 

miracle about me.  I love what I do, and I worked for six years under contract, 

never paid my taxes, and then all of a sudden we get a new boss.  We’ve gone 

through turns of bosses, da, da, da, da, and things have changed over the 14 years 

I’ve worked there.  The new boss that we have right now, Marilyn, she wanted to 

get everybody — because everyone on staff, their salary range was all mixed up, 

and she comes from corporate, we work nonprofit, which was a great mix as to 

what we needed, and she literally sat us down in staff and said, “We want to level 

everyone’s salary so there’s no discrepancy,” because I was the longest person 

there, but my income was the littlest.  

SMITH:  And you wanted it that way.  

MORE:  And I wanted it that way.  

SMITH:  For your health benefits.  

MORE:  For my health.  So what’s great is, they took on an HR [human resources], 

Insperity, which automatically grandfathered — well, it didn’t grandfather me, 

but the benefits came in.  
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SMITH:  What is Insperity? 

MORE:  Our HR department is outsourced to Insperity.  Insperity is just a human 

resources.  They take care of our benefits, all of that.  

SMITH:  It’s a management company.  

MORE:  It’s a management company.  

  So we’ve never had this, and so I went from no vacation, no medical, no 

benefits whatsoever, to all of a sudden, I’ve got full benefits, health insurance, 

vacation.  “What’s a vacation?”  A paid vacation, paid sick leave.  I mean, it’s like 

heaven.  At that time, my salary literally doubled, and I did not have to tell my 

boss that the reason why my salary is this low is because I needed to stay in a 

salary range not to lose my medication and my medical.   

  So it just kind of happened, and then after it happened, I was able to share 

with her.  It’s like, “This is the reason why I refused a raise for six years.  This is 

the reason why my salary was so low, because I wanted that health insurance, and 

thank you for bringing the health insurance in.”  

SMITH:  When was that?  

MORE:  That was in — what’s this?  2018?  

SMITH:  Uh-huh.  

MORE:  That was only six years ago.  Yeah, about six years ago.  

SMITH:  That must have felt like winning the lottery.  

MORE:  Oh, it was.  What I had to do, though, because of my preexisting conditions — 

and they’re plural, conditions — I had to like pay into that health insurance, or my 

employer and I had to pay into it and not access it for a whole year.  So what was 

great is that my coverage for ADAP and my prescriptions and my medical, I was 
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able to get it through ADAP, the state assistance fund, and have my private health 

insurance for one year, which was great.   

  As a matter of fact, when I wrote them a letter to the state saying, “I would 

like to terminate my services through you-all because I now have private 

insurance,” they literally called me and said, “Are you sure you want to do this?” 

  I was like, “Yes.”  I mean, more and more of us should be doing this.  

SMITH:  Certainly.  

MORE:  But now the future of my health insurance, it’s up in the air right now.  

SMITH:  Why is that?  

MORE:  I’m just really afraid of things changing.  

SMITH:  Are you talking with our new administration?  Politics?  

MORE:  I’m talking politics.  Yeah, I’m talking politics, putting my health back into 

politics.  I thought it was separate and I was able to make my own choices and, 

hey, if I want to change jobs, I could, but now I’m just kind of scared to, don’t 

want to.  I don’t want to ruin a good thing.  

SMITH:  And you’re happy there.  

MORE:  And I’m happy.  Yeah, that’s to say. 

SMITH:  That’s huge, Scot, just huge.  

MORE:  Oh, it is huge.  Again, going back to luck, I mean, there’s this whole thread for 

me of luck.  

SMITH:  I think we make our own luck.  You certainly were working at it.  

MORE:  I think it’s luck.  

SMITH:  So you said your preexisting conditions.  

MORE:  Oh, yeah.  I was diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis when I was 10 or 12.  I got 
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the gene from my dad.  That’s the reason why he retired at 48, because he was 

starting to get crippled up, and this was before the biologics.  But now that he’s on 

the medications, he’s fine.  So rheumatoid arthritis, HIV.  I mean, you can go 

down the line of what preexisting I have.  

SMITH:  And emotionally you’re stable?  You feel good?  Life is good?  

MORE:  Oh, yes.  Yes, yes, yes, yes.  That emotional situation, that only lasted maybe a 

year or two.  It was very short.  It was very surreal for me, too, when I was going 

through it.  It was like I can remember sitting there — I don’t want to go in 

graphic details, because it’s kind of painful, but I can remember sitting there, 

“Who’s doing this?  This is not me,” you know.  It was like an out-of-body 

experience.  

SMITH:  You mean an inward conversation?  

MORE:  Yeah, the conversations inside my head.  It’s like, “This is not who I am, so I 

might as well stop it anyway.”  

SMITH:  What does that mean?  

MORE:  It’s hard for the to explain, hindsight, what I was going through at that time.  

The things I remember are that, you know, I have scars on my wrists because I 

tried to cut my wrists.  I stole somebody’s insulin and shot myself up with lots of 

insulin, hopefully that organs would fail.  That didn’t happen.  I ended up in the 

hospital.  

SMITH:  That was in 2001?  

MORE:  Yeah.  Sat in my car, when I had the car, tried to do the asphyxiation thing, and 

that didn’t work.  Like I said, that’s not me, and thank God I know why I was 

depressed and went through that and through the suicidal, and it was because of 
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the medications.  

SMITH:  What a time.  

MORE:  I know, right?  And how lucky am I to be alive today?  

SMITH:  Very.  

MORE:  Very, because when I was a kid back in the 1960s, you don’t trust anybody over 

30.  And I was 26 when I had the diagnosis, when I found out I was HIV.  No, it 

was 1989.  I was — wait.  Yeah, I was 26 in 1989, so I was 26 years old, and I’m 

not going to see 30?  

SMITH:  Scot, let’s talk a little bit about your personal life now.   

MORE:  Okay.  

SMITH:  How is that for you?  

MORE:  I love my life.  

SMITH:  Yeah, your work life, your professional life is buzzing along.  

MORE:  My professional life is absolutely perfect.  I love what I do.  We don’t do direct 

client service, but I do a lot of volunteering.  I’m in court every other Wednesday 

now, taking people experiencing homelessness to the courts, and they erase all 

their tickets and their warrants.  That was one of the programs that I developed the 

first year at the coalition, was Homeless Court.  It wasn’t me.  It was Ann 

Thomas.  She moved to Dallas.   

  The last thing she called me, on her way to Dallas, she goes, “Scot, I 

forgot about this meeting that I committed to.  Can you go to it?” 

  I said, “What’s the topic about?” 

  She goes, “I don’t know.” 

  “What do I do?” 
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  “Do what they say.”  

  I said, “Okay.” 

  So I went, and it was a bunch of service providers that were trying to get a 

homeless court up and running, and they couldn’t figure out how to do it.  They 

needed assistance.  So I just went in and said, “Okay.  I can take notes.  I can 

organize.  I can do the forms.  I can do all this for you.”   

  And then it just kind of happened where it evolved because of what we do 

at the coalition — it was a perfect fit.  

SMITH:  Did you get to know the judges pretty well?  

MORE:  Yes.  

SMITH:  Did you work with Judge Steven Kirkland?  

MORE:  Thank you for mentioning him.  Steven Kirkland was our first judge.  He was 

the one, our first judge.  They got him on board.  It really is because of him that 

this Houston’s Homeless Court is up and running, because I’m the person — he 

called me one time.  He said, “Okay.  We’re ready to go.  Bring me some clients,” 

and that’s how it started.  And I miss him.  I miss him.  He did it for a few years 

and then moved on to Harris County.  We’re still running strong at the city.  

SMITH:  Wow.  

MORE:  Well, I got sidetracked, because you asked me a question.  

SMITH:  Well, I was asking you also about your professional life, yes, and also about 

your personal life, your time off.  

MORE:  No. 1, I do have a family.  I’m the head of household of two kittens, D.O.G. and 

C.A.T., and the reason why I named him D.O.G. is because he acts just like a dog, 

but they’re brother and sister.  Rescued them.  They were no bigger than my hand 
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when I got them, and I’ve had them for 

about three years now.  I’m not a cat 

lover.  I’m a dog person, but I am a 

responsible dog owner.  Because I live 

alone, I do not have a dog.  Dogs take 

more work than cats.   

  I love my work, but I need to get 

out of town.  We grew up camping, up in 

Michigan.  Every summer, Mom would take us up to Sand Lake, and I just loved, 

I loved that about my childhood, was going up to the campsite.  

  Now, to get out of town, I actually go camping a lot up in Cameron up at 

TCC, which is the Texas Conference of Clubs.  My involvement with that is 

through the LVLPWA [Lady Victoria Lust People With AIDS] Camp Out, which 

happens every May and September.  I’ve been doing that now for seven, eight, 

nine years now.  It’s not 10 yet, but it’s been awhile.  The Camp Out is for men 

with HIV, and it’s been going on for 22 years now.  

SMITH:  Tell me the official name again, please.  

MORE:  It’s called PWA —  

SMITH:  Which means?  

MORE:  People With AIDS.  LVL, which is Lady Victoria Lust, and that Lady Victoria 

Lust was a drag queen who started it.  Rumor has it she was a trust fund baby.  

She had lots of money, she bought this plot of land, and it was her vision to have 

this campground for people living with AIDS.   

  Back then, 22 years ago — I wish I had known about it 22 years ago — 

D.O.G. and C.A.T. less than one year old 
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there were a lot of people with high medical needs, you know, just to get out, 

coming in wheelchairs with IV’s in it.  It was the gamut.  It was the range.  Now 

that most of us, because we are pretty stable with the medications — sure, there 

are people there that are not HIV positive, but they are doing the PrEP [pre-

exposure prophylaxis].  They’re taking the HIV meds.  Or they have a partner or a 

loved one that they’re taking care of, and they’re more than welcome to come.   

  But basically, there are anywhere between 125 to 200 men.  We spend five 

days at the campsite, and I’ve gotten — and I want this on record — I’ve gotten 

rooked into being in charge of the kitchen, making meals — breakfast, lunch, and 

dinner — for all 200.   

  There’s a professional outdoor kitchen, and it’s fun.  It’s a lot of hard work 

for me, but by doing the work is stress reduced for me.  I have to stay busy.  I 

cannot just sit.   

  Just a side note.  I took a cruise, my first and last cruise, this past 

November.  I had a great time.  It was a five-day cruise.  Day 3, I was like, “Okay.  

I’m ready to go home.”  

SMITH:  Enough relaxation.  

MORE:  Enough relaxation.  It was so hard for me to relax that first day.  By the third 

day, I was like, “Okay.  Time to go home.  Wait a minute.  I can’t.”  

SMITH:  Let me get something here, at the campground.  

MORE:  Yes.  

SMITH:  You go two times a year, you said?  

MORE:  Two times a year.  We have the Camp Outs every two times a year, May and 

September.  But we go up a lot in between for maintenance weekends to do — 
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because the campground is 100 percent voluntary.  It’s a nonprofit.  We’re really 

self-sufficient, what we do.  I like doing that, and I don’t drive, so the way I get 

there is, Dennis is one of my best friends, and he lives like right next door to me.  

His partner lives next door to me, Marc.  Marc doesn’t go to the Camp Out.  He’s 

a princess.  But Dennis drives up there, and that’s the way I’m able to get up 

there.  

SMITH:  It’s curious to me.  If their health is compromised, are they camping on the 

ground?  

MORE:  Well, glad you said that.  I have a tent.  There are trailers.  And then there’s the 

bunkhouse.  Those with high medical needs can take top priority to get into the 

bunkhouse, which basically is a double-wide trailer, and it’s got the access and 

everything.  There are a lot of guys who do bring their own trailers, have their 

permanent-site trailers, but most of us tent.  Because there are so many of us, we 

tent.  But if you don’t have the equipment, we’ve got all of the tents, the air 

mattresses, the sleeping bags, pillows.  I mean, you name it, we’ve got everything.   

  Basically, we ask for a $25 donation, and we say “donation” because there 

are people who can’t afford the $25 and then just come, but you’ve got to register, 

and you’ve got to sign all this stuff, “I am HIV,” you know, sign away your 

rights, just like I did earlier here.  But I really, really enjoy it and hope to continue 

to do that. 

[END OF AUDIO PART 2] 

SMITH:  Is there an agenda for the five days, or is it have fun?  

MORE:  Oh, it’s a party.  

SMITH:  It’s one big party?  
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MORE:  It’s one big party.  There are a lot of cocktail parties.  There are a lot of games.  

There’s bingo.  There’s a pool, an above-the-ground pool.  There’s a huge drag 

show, which I rarely get to because I’m an early-morning person, but a couple of 

times, I’ve caught it.  And like I said, breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and all the 

drinks, everything is free.  

SMITH:  That’s really a wonderful event.  

MORE:  Oh, it’s great.  It’s great.  

SMITH:  Scot, let’s do a little reflecting.   

MORE:  Okay.  

SMITH:  Looking back at all of your experiences, HIV/AIDS, if you had a nephew, and 

you may, a young one, what would want that nephew to know about your 

experiences?  I’m thinking, you know, whatever you want comes to mind, but 

specifically what would want him to know?  What would be some words of 

wisdom?  What have you learned?  What would you share with him?  What are 

your hopes for the future?  

MORE:  Yeah, I do have a nephew.  I wish Christopher was more in my life, but it’s just 

circumstances of him being up in Michigan and just separated.  He’s such a good 

kid.  He’s a real good kid.  

SMITH:  How old is he?  

MORE:  He graduated from high school last year.  

SMITH:  18?  19?  

MORE:  Yeah, like that.  

  My words of wisdom for Christopher would be:  Embrace your 

differences from others.  Embrace.  Don’t try to be like everybody else.  Just be 
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your own individual.  If you can’t do that yourself yet, like I couldn’t do it when I 

was younger, I was always trying to fit in with everybody and do what everybody 

else was doing, and just kind of compromised my own self, no.  Embrace that.  If 

you can’t embrace it in yourself, embrace it in somebody else.  Just volunteer for 

some place where you — people of different ethnicity from you.  Volunteer for 

people living with AIDS or in a hospice.  Volunteer at a homeless shelter or 

serving food to the elderly.  Just get yourself out of yourself, which I’m hoping 

he’s doing.  I’m hoping he’s doing that, but last time I saw him, he was trying to 

fit in, but that’s what you do when you’re an adolescent.  

SMITH:  Yeah, he’s figuring it all out.  

MORE:  He’s figuring it all out, and I just hope he’s doing a good job.  

SMITH:  Scot, thank you.  You’ve certainly been a lot of places and experienced a lot of 

things.  Is there anything else you’d like to share or you’d like to be sure we know 

about before we close?  

MORE:  Yeah, and this just came to my mind.  There’s a reason why I asked that my full 

name be spelled out, Scot Alan More.  

SMITH:  Would you specify what that means?  Spelled out from what to what?  

MORE:  Yeah.  Little story.  Mom, this has nothing to do with you, just me.  Hear this:  I 

went, you know, 16, going to get your driver’s license.  You go through driver’s 

training, you fill out the paperwork, you get there, and I was denied my first 

driver’s license.  

SMITH:  Because?  

MORE:  And it was because I spelled my middle name wrong that was on my birth 

certificate.  My first name on my birth certificate is S-c-o-t-t, and the last name is 
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M-o-o-r-e, so it’s five letters in Scott, five letters in Moore.  I assumed that Alan, 

my middle name, was five letters, because this is the way I think:  Gay, whatever, 

call it whatever, anal retentive, call it whatever, I always thought Scott Alan 

Moore had five letters in each.   

  Well, I found out on my birth certificate Alan only had one “L.”  I looked 

at my mother, and I said, “That doesn’t make sense to me.  It should have five 

letters.”   

  I laugh now, but as a 16-year-old kid that was looking so forward to the 

driver’s license and was denied because of one “L,” I copped this resentment, and 

I literally legally changed my name a few years later to four letters in Scot, four to 

match Alan, and four in the last name.  And I did it myself.  I did the paperwork, 

and you just fill out two pieces of paper, you schedule to go see a judge.  I saw a 

judge, and this was when I first moved to Austin is when I changed the name, the 

spelling.   

  The judge looks at me, and I know for a fact she’s a lesbian.  There’s a 

space on there that says, “Why are you changing your name?”   

  I just, one word, “Aesthetics.”  That’s all I put. 

  And so she’s up there, and she kid of giggles.  She’s reading it.  She goes, 

“Now, tell me why.” 

  I said, “Aesthetics.  It will look better in lights.” 

  She started laughing.  “Okay.  Done.”  

SMITH:  That’s a great story, Scot. 

MORE:  I love telling that story.  And that’s the only reason why.  Part of it, too, the last 

thing that I really want to say, part of it, too, is at that time when I was up in 
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Michigan, when I was working at Tootsie Van Kelly’s, when I was young, after 

all of that, after getting out of school as a hairdresser, I literally — I wasn’t a 

geek.  I definitely was a hairdresser, you know, flaming hairdresser, but I really, 

really, really wanted to fall in love and have a family.  Back then, if I shared that 

with any other gay man, I literally was bullied, almost bullied.  It’s like, “Oh, that 

is such the weirdest thing,” and da, da, da, da, so I literally started shutting down, 

but I really felt that way.  That’s what I wanted.   

  So again, I feel blessed, I feel lucky to be watching these kids do that.  

They have the opportunity to create their family and have kids however they want 

to create it.  But my changing of my last name was my only way of taking 

somebody else’s name.  If I can’t marry a man and take his last name, I’m going 

to change my last name.  It’s really about melding those two together.   

  Now I can marry, but the problem is I’m a little too old.  And who knows?  

Who knows what’s going to happen?  Literally, it was that innocence I felt like 

was taken away from me, and now I get to watch it through these kids.  I think 

that’s great, but these kids really need to know what people my age and older 

have gone through.  They have no clue.  I hope I don’t get to witness a boomerang 

effect of what I went through.  That’s my hope for this generation and the 

generations to follow.   

  Thank you for allowing me to share my story.  

SMITH:  Thank you so much for so generously sharing, Scot.  

MORE:  Wow. 

[END OF AUDIO PART 3] 

[INTERVIEW CONCLUDED] 


