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Nick Brines (NB): Okay, so you want a little background on myself. Just a history of how I 
came to be? 
Student(S): Yes! 
NB: Hi, my name is Nicolas Brines. I'm 41 years old and I moved to Houston in 1988 to attend 
the University of Houston. I grew up on a diary farm in Wisconsin . I was the typical white farm 
boy that knew nothing about living in a city - much less a city as big and as diverse as Houston. 
So when I arrived here in 1988, I definitely was slapped in the face with culture shock. I lived in 
an area of the country where it was 100% white - there was no diversity whatsoever. So I was 
completely in a different mind set. Also, I was in a very very small town - a farming community 
so aside from the fact of no diversity being , coming to the realization that I was gay, in that 
small environment, was difficult. In fact , so difficult I couldn't even put into words what it meant 
because I didn't have the vocabulary - it didn't exist. There was no verbiage used so I didn't 
know what to call it. 

So I moved to Houston in 1988, went to the University of Houston. Was really excited to be in 
a big city and to be on a campus that was as diverse and vibrant as that had to offer. So dived 
into getting really active in student life by volunteering for organizations and being a campus 
tour guide and that sort of thing to where - I - that led in to just kind of the spirit of volunteerism 
that I carried through . So after I graduate from college and suddenly realized "Okay, my college 
years are done, now what am I going to do?" That's where I dove into the gay community ; it 
was something that slowly over my 4 years in college became more and more important to me 
because it was at a time when there was a lot happening politically , there was a lot happening 
on the national scene, in a few areas, and it was just starting to become talked about a little bit 
more at that time - for the very first time there was depictions on the TV apart from just negative 
news stories and so that led into my involvement. 

My very first gay pride parade was in 1989 and that pretty much change the way I viewed 
myself, not just the gay community, but myself. I was, like I said, from a small town and hadn't 
seen anything like it and all of a sudden I saw not hundreds, thousands of people that were 
like me. Plus just seeing the diversity of people, the types of organizations that were there - I 
didn 't know that existed until I went to the pride parade - that kinda was the window to the gay 
community for me. I attended that for many years , just as an attendee, as a guest, you know 
waving my pride flag and drinking a beer and then one year I volunteered and that started that 
whole process for me as I started volunteering in '94, I believe, and then volunteered for so long 
that I eventually moved into leadership positions and then ultimately becoming the president of 
the organization for 4 years. 

After my presidency, I stayed on as an ex-officio member, giving advice to the new kids that 
were coming into the organization . Overall , I volunteered for the organization for 13 years. After 
13 years, I was, I had tapped pretty much every fundraising resource I had. I volunteered - 13 



years is a long time to volunteer for an organization , so I had decided to take a little step back, 
I had just started a new business with my partner and I needed to focus my energies a start-up 
business and that is when we started Azur salon , the first one. 

After 13 years , I had tapped pretty much every resource I had. In running and managing the 
business side of that as its grown is as - to the point where we opened a second one, a year 
ago. We now have 2 salons and that's what I've been doing for the last few years - last 8 years 
I gues now. So that brings us up to date, so that's what I'm doing now. 

S: So some of these questions might be a slight repetition of what you've already said, 
but I think they might be more direct so I guess do you want to ask the first q? 

Based on our background research on you, we found out that you came out at the age 
of 17 (not creepy at all!) how did it feel coming out in the culture of the 80's and how did 
your view of yourself change when you came to Houston? 
NB: I can't believe that's on the internet! When I first moved to Houston, I started college at the 
age of 17, so I moved to Houston at the age of 17. I had never met a person who was openly 
gay before, I'd never - the only depictions I had seen were on TV and it was the mid late 80's, 
the only depictions on TV were the AIDS crisis . People were dying by the thousands. The only 
time you heard the word gay was in conjunction with AIDS. They became a synonym for me. So 
to me, gay meant death because as a kid , that's all you saw. Coming to Houston and going to 
college, one of the very first people I met, this guy - an attractive young man - who we became 
instant buddies and all of a sudden he opened up to me and told me he was gay and I was 
coming from a small town in Wisconsin to having this guy tell me he was gay was just - it was 
mind-blowing. I couldn 't believe he would admit it, first of all , and then of course, I had 10,000 
questions and I would talk to him on the phone and we talked all the time because I was trying 
to identify all these internal feelings I was having myself and I was using him as my mentor. 
Plus, he had a cool factor about him. He was a Radio DJ so to me, I thought he was a celebrity 
because I could hear his voice on the radio at night. So it was kind of, for me - coming from 
a small town and meeting somebody who was a radio personality and was coming gay, I was 
kind of - that was my introduction to it. He was the first person I ever came out to when I finally 
realized "okay, I'm asking you all these questions because this is what I'm feeling" he was the 
one that I went to and said "I think that's me too." 

S: So this is just a general question. Who is your role model and why? 
NB: Who is my role model? Oh , that's a tough question. I don't know if I have ever looked 
to one specific person as a role model , to be honest. But what I have done over the years , 
particularly as identifying as a gay man is I've taken kind of little bits and pieces along the way 
from lots of people that I've met. I've had the luxury of working with a lot of people; I won't 
even dare putting a number on it but of, because of Pride serves as an umbrella organization 
representing the entire community - I've worked with every aspect of the community . I've 
worked with lesbian groups, I've worked with youth groups, I've worked with groups for older 
people - for senior citizens - for sub groups like the leather community of the gays who like 
to go camping of gays that play softball. So, you know, there is all these different organization 
that I've had a chance to work with a variety of people and so identifying as a gay man and 
who I would hold up to be a role model - I don't know if I've ever picked a specific person and 
followed them. I've just kind of taken little bits and pieces and shaped my own identity that way, 
I believe. 

S: So we know you help organize the pride parade. What exactly does the pride parade 



mean to you and what do you feel the results of the annual pride parade are? 

NB: The pride parade for me really, every time that I would put it on , I would think back to my 
first year at the parade where I was wide-eyed and had no idea what the gay community was 
and then I saw the parade and I realized that it's the whole range of people - the whole scope. 
That the size was astonishing to me, the diversity was astonishing to me. So every year I put 
the Pride Parade on I, there was this little phrase that I would always say in the back of my head 
before it started which was "I know this is somebody's first pride [parade] this year. Somebody 
is going through the same emotional reaction that I did . After your first year, I think the pride 
parade becomes important because it helps to show off the community to everybody. The only 
way we can be a community or that we can , really , band together is to know who each other 
are so that's standing up and being counted . So I think it's important for everyone to go to 
the parade. To be there whether you are standing on the sidelines waving or trying the catch 
beads from a float or if you have actually put the effort into organizing a parade entry. Its an 
opportunity for the community to saw to Houston "Okay, th is is who we are; this is how big we 
are; this is how diverse we are." And so that is that was how the importance changed to me 
over the years but still I'd always go back to that first feeling which is "This is somebody's first 
parade, this is their chance to see, to see what this world is like. 

S: Some parts of the United States have significantly changed their views on 
homosexuality in the past few decades. How has Houston changed its attitude towards 
the GLBT community throughout your lifetime. 
NB: Well , I think in terms of Houston, the biggest most obvious change is if you look at our 
elected officials - the mayors. From Louis Welsh , the mayor who didn 't realize his microphone 
was on and somebody told a joke and his response was or, it wasn't a joke. Somebody asked 
him what they should do about the AIDS and he said "Shoot the queers" and it was broadcasted 
over a microphone - that was in the 80's. So we went from having a mayor saying we should 
be shot to having an openly lesbian mayor. So if you just take that as an example, Houston's 
come such a far way away from it used to be. I think, I've lived in a little bit of a bubble. So even 
in the late 80's, in the early 90's, I was living in Montrose. I lived in the gay community . I went 
to gay bars, I volunteered at the Pride Parade, I insulated myself a little bit so I've always been 
around like-minded people, open minded people. So for me personally, I haven't had to deal 
with a lot of discrimination or anything like that. Politically though , I think the city has evolved 
enormously and now we are seeing it nationally as well. But there was a time when if you were 
a politician , to say the word gay -you wouldn't get elected . Now, not only can you say the word 
gay, you can support gay rights and gay marriage. So it's a big change. 

S: You have been in Houston since you moved to attend UofH, and have been working 
in the GLBT rights movement here since then. Do you see yourself working outside of 
Houston/United States to promote gay rights movements by any chance? 

I never thought I'd be in Houston this long. When I moved here to go to college, it was to go to 
college. I thought I'd do my 4 years, and then pack up and I'm not sure where I thought I was 
going but I always assumed Houston was for college. That was in 1988, now it 2000 - what 
is it? 2012 and I'm still here. So I love Houston. I think it's a great city to live in. I've started a 
business here - well now its two businesses. So I'm pretty cemented to this city, I love this city . 
I love to travel. One of the great things about Houston is we have a great international airport 
and you can get just about anywhere but easily, pretty quickly. So that's not to say that I'm not 
interested in what happens outside of Houston. If I were to move, ever in the future, it would not 
be within the United States, I would probably move to another country. I love going to Mexico 
- I go there a lot. I have some property in Costa Rice - I go there a lot. I like Costa Rica. So 



I do read a lot about gay rights movements in Mexico and Costa Rica because they are two 
countries that I care about and I could see myself retiring [there] someday. But I'm not quite to 
retirement age yet so I see myself in Houston at least another 10 - 15/20 years. 

S: Could you explain a little bit more about what is happening in Costa Rica and Mexico 
with regards to gay rights movements? 
NB: Actually , Costa Rica is the most progressive politically out of all the Latin American 
countries. They are *this* close to legalizing gay marriage. I think Costa Rica will legalize gay 
marriage before United States and it is a primarily a catholic country. But they don't have a 
military in their government. On the flip side they have 98% literacy rate - it's amazing when 
you don't spend money on bombs and tanks how you can actually invest in education and have 
a 98% literacy rate. So it's a very educated country plus it's a beautiful country - I love Costa 
Rica. Mexico, Mexico city has legalized gay marriage and other parts of Mexico have other 
issues that they are dealing with which are far more important than gay rights at the moment. 
So I think there are pockets of Mexico just like there are pockets of the United States where it's 
easier to be gay. But two of my favourite countries. 

S: What was your proudest moment as president of Pride Houston? 
NB: I would say establishing the organization to be more professionally run. When I started with 
the organization , it was a 100% volunteer organization . It was run out of the home of whoever 
happened to be president that year. When I first joined, there was a woman named Julie Cisca 
who was an accountant, professionally . A CPA, I believe. And so we would have meetings in 
her living room and we know that the stuff was stored in her garage for the parade. Over the 
years, as we changed presidents, and we kept growing and the organization took on more 
income, kind of as we grew and expanded our reach , we realized that that would not work. 
We rented a room out of a house that - it was an old house that was rented out by the gay 
and lesbian community centre and they rented out individual rooms in the house to different 
organizations. And we used the living room in the house for the meetings space. We had a 
bedroom upstairs - I think it was the master bedroom - and that was the Pride Office. So that 
was a step-up, you know we had a dedicated space but it was still , it was still small and not very 
exciting . When I started as president we found professional office space where actually had a 
conference room , we had a storage room, we had a preparation room, and we had a space to 
put a bank of computers so where people could work. And so through efforts of a number of 
volunteers, we were able to really establish a professional setting for the organization . It helped 
in recruiting more volunteers, we had a place to throw parties, if we wanted to host a volunteer 
recruitment part to introduce people to the organization and ask them to join , they could come 
and see our space. I think that was probably what I was most proud of. The other piece that I've 
worked on - the entire 13 years I was with the organization - was just trying to get the income 
for the organization to the next level. When I started the budget was in the 20's of thousands 
and when I left the organization, the budget was nearly $300,000 a year. So we grew quite a 
bit with revenue and when you have revenue you are able to do more things to make a bigger 
impact. 

S: And because of that increase in revenue, where would you say they spent the money 
on or supporting what cause? 
The money that was spent, we worked to build a separate festival in addition to the pride festival 
so that there was an actual area for people to interact more with the organization one-on-
one as opposed to just watching an organization's float go down the street which is great an 
fun . A festival gives a different atmosphere where you can actually sign up to be part of that 
organization or you could do HIV testing or you could hand out literature about whatever political 
issue was the hot topic at the time. So establishing the festival - the festival requires a lot of 



infrastructure and with infrastructure comes budgetary requirements so that was where a lot of 
the money was spent. And then making the parade more professional : having a professional 
grandstand, having bleachers where people can sit in, having security, making sure there are 
enough porta-potties for the viewers, that sort of thing is where we spent the money. 

S: When, specifically, did you feel like all your work and time you have put on for the 
society was worth it? 
NB: Always - the 4 years I was president, probably a couple years before and maybe even a 
year or 2 after, I would always do this little thing by myself before the parade would begin . When 
the crowds were as thick as they were going to get, the sun was just about to set, the music 
was coming from all directions, you could really feel the energy of the crowd , and I had my little 
pass - all access pass, so I would hop the security fence and stand in the middle of the parade 
route - Westheimer road . You can never stand in Westheimer because there's all these cars 
going down it but by then the traffic had been blocked off and the parade hadn't started yet 
and I would just kind of stand there and do a 360 turn and look at everything and think "Jesus 
Christ, how did we pull this together?" Because when you are working with volunteers, and 
you are working all year long and you are scraping together money through fundraisers and 
sponsorships, it can be stressful and you can get irritated with your co-volunteers. Sometimes 
things don't get done the way they are supposed to . But come hell or high water, we manage to 
put that parade on every year and put it on really well. We make it come together, one way or 
another, regardless of what else was happening within the organization so it's always fun just 
to see all the people and think "how the hell did we manage to get so many people again this 
year?" Because sometimes you wonder "okay, are we going to put out a parade" I mean we 
have that dream and sometimes you dream about you forget you have a final exam and haven't 
prepared about it? Well that dream changed after college and it became I would put on the pride 
parade and nobody would show up. Like you 'd be on Westheimer and there is no people. But 
they - it always manages to happen. So that was when I'd pause and take it in and just feel the 
energy and that was my reward , just feeling the energy of the crowd . 

S: You've been heavily involved in Pride Houston, and during an interview in 2002 
you were asked what you wanted to see happen in the world of gay rightsJ, a lot has 
happened since then. How do you feel now? What do you still want to accomplish? 
NB: What interview was this? 
S: It was in an interview for outsmart magazine and you said you said you wanted to see 
DOMA overturned 
NB: Still waiting for that. .. 
S: And the end of "don't ask, don't tell" 
NB: We got that one! Yeah, I probably did say all of that. "Don 't ask, don't tell " was something 
that we were working on since Clinton was president. DOMA is looking like its going to go away, 
it looks like we are a year or 2 away and of course depending on how the next election goes, 
it could be further than that. But I think DOMA overturned and it will be exciting to see that 
overturned . I remember being interviewed for a news, FOX news I think. Not the national FOX 
but the local FOX news affiliate. It was when the Pope had said something about gay marriage 
and they were trying to get a response from the gay community and I said in the interview, I 
said someday gay marriage will be legal in the United States in my lifetime. The reporter looked 
at me, shocked and said you really think, in your lifetime, you'll see legal gay marriage in the 
United States. And I said I guarantee it. I said there might be - we might have to wait for some 
of the old folks to die off but there will be legal gay marriage in this country eventually. Fast 
forward a few years, and we have - I can't even remember how many states its legal in now, 8 
or 9? Maryland just changed so, I just to be able to rattle off all the states, I can 't anymore which 



is a good thing . That's nice that that many states are going - and I still believe that across all 50 
states, it will be legal, I think in my lifetime. Texas, I might be real old. If I don't die young , it'll 
happen in my lifetime but its going to take a few years for the older generation to die off thats 
what it's going to take. 

S: We noticed that you no longer work for Pride Houston as the president. Why did you 
decide to leave the Presidency of Pride Houston and work in Azur Salons? 
NB: Well , two reasons. I went to work in the salon business because being part of Pride 
Houston gave - it did not pay the bills. You can't pay your card payment and your electricity bill 
with Pride Houston. The reason why I had left is because I had volunteered for 13 years and 
I had been president for 4 years and I really honestly believe that for an organization that is 
volunteer organization like Pride, to be able to succeed , you have to have a constant influx of 
talent, of new ideas, new blood , new leadership. I felt like I had done everything I could have 
done with the network that I had at that point of time as president. I had exhausted my network; 
I had used up all my contacts, shaken up all my friends for as much money as they could 
donate. Used up all my really great creative ideas that I had for the organization . I knew that 
for the parade to continue to evolve - you can't just keep doing the same thing over and over 
every year, that gets boring - people don't want to see it. You have to constantly evolve. And to 
evolve means having new leadership. So I knew, I knew when it was time to step aside. I loved 
doing it. But you need to have a new president now and then. You need to get their network and 
their friends involved and their fundraising resources . 

And then the salon came about, it was a great business opportunity that I couldn't pass up so I 
did it. 

S: Congratulations on being chosen as a nominee for Grand Marshall of the Pride 
Parade! How does it feel now to be chosen for this honor that you've previously 
bestowed on others? 

NB: Thank you! I know! I was always the one reviewing the nomination and organizing the 
voting days. And I would be the one who got to announce who the Grand Marshall was, 
you know with the envelope and the microphone, all dramatic. And then work with the Grand 
Marshalls for the event. When I was on the volunteer side of the organization , we would use the 
Grand Marshalls as the kind of official spokespeople and the official faces of the organization 
in all the of the events leading up to the parade. If we needed a quote for the news media, if 
we needed someone to give a rah rah speech at a party or an event, we would use the grand 
marshalls for that because we were kind of honoring the example of great leadership in the 
community . To be nominate, was kind of a surprise. I haven't been doing pride for a few years 
- I can't even tell what the last year I did it was. It has been 3 or 4 years since I've been heavily 
involved with the organization so I was surprised that people still remember who I was. But I've 
stayed involved in the gay community in different ways whether its politically or writing a check 
to my favourite organization or attending key events and of course voting - that's the number 
one way to stay involved in this community is to vote. So I stay active in the community but I 
was surprised to be nominated. Its exciting . We'll see, they are announcing the winner April 6th 
or April 12th? Somewhere in there. I have it on my calendar. I have to be there. So now instead 
of announcing it on the microphone and opening the envelope, I have to be in the audience and 
wait and see if they say my name. 

S: Do you know your fellow nominee Christopher Prado? 
NB: I don't know him personally, I have met him a couple of times over the years. He is an 
active fundraiser. He is more active in a different subset of the community that I so I've not really 



worked with him closely before side-by-side. But we've crossed paths. Even though Houston 
is a big city, the gay community is like a small town within the big city so you end up crossing 
paths with almost everyone at some poin or another. 

S: So you had mentioned that you lived in Montrose but you live in Midtown right now, 
but you used to visit the bars and stuff on Montrose, how do you think the culture of 
Montrose has changed? 
NB: That's a big change. I think of everything that has changed in the years that I've been living 
in Houston, Montrose has changed significantly. It went from, in the late 80's, it was almost 
scary to go out to the bars because the area was a little run down it was very cruise-y and it was 
there was a lot of gay bashings. It was not a safe area. In the 90's, Montrose went through a 
renaissance where all these cute little restaurants were popping up and all these people were 
buying homes and renovating them and the area, the police protection was beefed up which 
helped. An organization called Q patrol was started up and it was made up of volunteers and 
they wore bright pink shirts and they had walkie talkies and flashlights and all the did was walk 
the streets around the gay bars and if you needed to walk to your car, they would escort your. 
Their walkie talkies put them in direct contact with HPD so if there was an incident or if they saw 
someone looking suspicious, they would write down the license plate number so during that 
time in the early 90's it got safe and people started invested in Montrose. And then something 
funny happened. In the late 90's, early 2000's, you would be in your favourite gay restaurant 
and there would be kids next to your table and strollers and baby carriages and that's when 
I realized Montrose was really changing because it was no longer just this neighborhood of 
gay men and lesbians. It was now there were families everywhere with children - loud crying 
children! Taking up our restaurants. And now when you drive down Westheimer, it will be 
interesting this year with the Pride Parade because a lot of the old favourite establishments 
along the parade route are no longer there. The biggest lesbian bars has no closed down and 
it is now an upscale restaurant. The oldest gay bar in Houston was along the parade route and 
its closed now and I heard they are converting that into something. The, westheimer, the street 
that intersects with Montrose, where the parade has always gone, is not the same street that it 
used to be - it looks ... If you were to go in a time machine to my first pride parade till now, it's 
completely its probably 90% different businesses along that street. It changed a lot. 

S: Do you think the change is good? 
NB: All change can be good, I suppose. I mean when, as things grow get nicer, people want 
to move in and buy and open great businesses. I mean I still hang out on Montrose a lot but 
for different reasons now. It used to be to go to the gay bars but now I'm enjoying all the great 
fancy restaurants that have popped up on Westheimer and all of a sudden Houston is being 
written in national publications about how great the restaurant scene is here. So I've have been 
eating a lot. 

S: Westheimer is actually the street with the largest number of restaurants on it. 
NB: I can believe that statistic 
S: Its also a really large street 
NB: It's a huge ass street 

S: So we know you worked for the AHA. Was that in conjuction with being president of 
Pride Houston 
NB: When I was president of Pride, which was a volunteer position, my paying position was 
with the AHA. I was a VP for corporate relations. So I would go into big companies and get 
the company to donate money to the AHA as a corporation and then I would try to get their 
employees to get involved in different activities to build awareness about the organization and 



to bui ld awareness about their personal health and fitness and then to get them to participate 
in fundraising activities we would host like the heart walk for example or black tie galas, golf 
tournaments , those sort of things. My job was to go into these companies and encourage 
people to volunteer for this organization . On the side, I was volunteering in a really public, 
visible way for the largest gay organization in Houston. Luckily , because of the type of job I had, 
they were very understanding and they allowed me to do it because running an organization like 
Pride, even though you don't get paid for it, it is still a lot of responsibility . So there are a lot of 
phone calls I would have to take during the day, meetings I would have to run off to , or emails I 
would have to read . AHA allowed me to do that while I was doing my regular job. They probably 
never knew exactly how much pride I was really doing in my office. They would probably faint , 
if they saw how much I did because I kept a whole file drawer in my AHA office for Pride, that 
I had to because it was the only way to run the event like that. So, and the skills that I had at 
Pride, I was able to use for AHA and the people I met at AHA, I was able to bring them into 
Pride. So it worked well. And then I left AHA, to work in the salon . 

S: How has it been working in the salon? 
NB: Its been fun! It was the very first business that I've ever owned that I've got to start it from 
scratch . All the systems that are in place are systems I created . Everything I learnt from Pride, 
I have used in some way in starting my own business because running Pride is like running a 
small business because you are dealing with lots of volunteer, they may not be paid employees 
but you still have to manage them like they are employees and you are managing a budget and 
there is accounting. There is market and human resources and all of that have to be managed. 
In opening my own business, it's the same thing . I have to manage accounting and marketing 
and human resources so Pride prepared me to own my own business.v 

S: Is there anything you think we haven't talked about that you think is crucial to your life 
or your story? 
NB: I don't think so. My involvement in the GLBT community has been very Pride specific. I 
have done other things, other than Pride. But pride has encompassed most of what I've done. 
And a lot of the times, the reason I've done other things is because I was representing Pride 
or Pride introduced me to that organization or that event or that person . So whether it was 
volunteering to get Annise Parker elected, her very first time she won an election, which was 
for city council. She had run for city council twice before maybe three times before? But it was 
because the campaign , and not because I volunteered , but the campaign that I worked on 
was the year that she won . I had nothing to do with that victory , I just happened to be in the 
right place at the right time. She has not lost an election since then , she has won every single 
election . So that was fun to be just a small spoke in the wheel of a huge effort to get her elected. 
We've never had an openly gay person elected in - I want to say Texas - for sure in Houston 
but maybe not even in Texas when she was elected to city council and it was a huge huge deal 
to have somebody who did not hide who they were and were able to win an election. So that 
was fun to be part of. And then other organizations, other political organizations that I have 
belonged to or helped raise money for: health organization or political organizations. I've done 
that just because I believe in their cause, I love what they do. 

S: You mentioned that guy who was a mentor to you - the radio DJ. Do you ever see 
yourself being a mentor to someone else like that or have you done that for someone 
else? 
NB: I've worked with a lot of younger volunteers through pride, over the years. People who are 
just coming out or brand new to Houston. So I feel like I've tried to help introduce people to the 
right area where they can find the most help. I've done that, do I have a specific person in mind 
that I've helped? Not like a specific names comes to mind of a person that I've said "hey ... " 



S: What are your plans for the future? What do you hope to accomplish? 
NB: I don't know. I'm definitely in the middle of my mid-life crisis, I'm in my 40's now. I've got 2 
established strong businesses in town and I'm looking into a third, perhaps. That will probably 
in my immediate future that will be what I'll be working on. Long term , I want to get fluent in 
Spanish and move to Mexico and or Costa Rica and sit on a beach and drink Maragarita's and 
that would be a long term goal , But that's a few years away. 

S: Do you want to talk maybe about you early life? 
NB: No, its not that exciting! I was just a farm boy, milking cows and driving tractors. While 
listening to Madonna on my walkman because that was my only - that's when I should have 
known I was gay. I had this thing with Madonna in 1984, she and I were best friends . But having 
no other gay people in my life - I didn't know that. .. its funny like I didn 't know she was a gay 
icon but she spoke to me personally, she was my icon - in '84! She is coming to Houston, in 
October! 


