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iMac, therefore I am 
HOB GADDI/THRESHER 

Jones College junior Byron Chen takes advantage of the new computers placed outside Sammy's this week. 
Student Center Director Boyd Beckwith said the computers were partially funded from the vendor tables 
outside the Grand Hall. He said he wants the center to be a more friendly place for students. "If they're at the 
Coffeehouse, they can not only enjoy their beverage, they can surf the Net for information for their classes," he 
said. 

SA resolution calls 
for new Wiess House 

by Meghan Miller 
THRESHER STAI-T 

The Student Association Senate 
passed a resolution Monday calling 
for a new masters' house in the new 
Wiess College construction plans. 
Petitions supporting the proposal are 
being circulated by students in the 
residential colleges. 

As plans s tand, Wiess and 
Hanszen College masters will switch 
houses when the new Wiess build-
ing opens in January 2002. Provi-
sions for a new Wiess House were 
included in the original plans, but 
the building will not actually be con-
structed due to financial constraints, 
Vice President for Finance and Ad-
ministration Dean Currie said. 

"We'll end up with things we don't 

like, like an enormous room and 
board rate," Currie said. "Colleges 
have to pay for themselves. We're 
very unhappy, but given that or other 
choices, we'd rather [not build a 
new Wiess House]." 

The SA resolution follows months 
of meetings with all eight college presi-
dents, as well as letters written by the 
college presidents to President 
Malcolm Gillis and Vice President for 
Student AffairsZenaidoCamacho.The 
decision to not build a Wiess House 
was made at last May's Board ofTrust-
ees meeting. 

According to the resolution, stu-
dents are concerned about the new 
arrangement because Hanszen and 
Wiess will be physically separated 
from their masters'homes. Hanszen's 

See HOUSE, Page 9 

Rice hires new registrar 

Brumfield, Jordan drafted by WNBA 
by Jason Gershman 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

They're not majoring in history, 
but you wouldn't know it from the 
way Maria Brumfield and Kirra Jor-
dan have rewritten the Rice record 
books this year. 

On Tuesday, the two senior 
women's basketball players added 
another chapter to the Rice history 
books — and to their careers — 
when they became the first two Lady 
Owls to be drafted by the Women's 
National Basketball Association. 

Brumfield, who attended the 
draft in New York City with her 
mother, was the day's 22nd pick, 
going in the second round to the 
Minnesota Lynx. 

Jordan, who did not attend the 
draft, was taken in the third round 
(41st overall) by the Seattle Storm, 
an expansion team. 

The day marked a fitting conclu-

sion to a stellar season in which 
Brumfield and Jordan helped lead 
the Lady Owls to unprecedented 
success. They lifted Rice to its first 
Western Athletic Conference Cham-
pionship and its first NCAA Tourna-
ment victory. 

The duo made more historyTues-
day, when they were the only two 
WAC players taken and the first in 
conference history to be drafted by 
the WNBA 

Brumfield, who ranks first in 
school histoiy in steals and is third 
in both points and assists, will leave 
Monday for the Lynx training camp 
in Minneapolis. 

"I was so nervous at the draft 
and I was so relieved when my name 
was called," Brumfield said. "I'm 
happy to be drafted by any team, 
and I'm kind of looking forward to 
getting out of Houston. I've been 
here a long time." 

Jordan, who ranks third all-time 

at Rice in blocked shots and seventh 
in scoring, was excited just to be 
drafted. 

"My family and friends are all 
really excited for me," Jordan said. 
"I'm happy to go anywhere. I kind of 
wanted to go to the West Coast, and 
if not California then to Seattle, so 
I'm excited." 

Though both Brumfield and Jor-
dan have a good chance to make 
their respective WNBA rosters, nei-
ther is guaranteed a spot. WNBA 
teams can carry up to 18 players for 
the preseason, which begins May 
13, but they must cut their rosters to 
just 11 players by the start of the 
regular season May 29. 

"I'm not getting my hopes up too 
much,"Jordan said. "Getting drafted 
just means I have a chance.. . . The 
bottom line is hopeful^I'll be there 
in the end." 

An advantage for both players is 
See WNBA, Page 20 

by J. Cameron Cooper 
THRESHER STAFF 

Jerry Montag, currently the reg-
istrar at the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock, will start work as the 
registrar at Rice on July 1. 

The search for a new registrar 
has been active since last fall, and 
the committee has been working in 
earnest since January, Vice Presi-
dent for Enrollment Ann Wright said. 
T h e search commit tee chose 
Montag as one of six finalists, a field 
later cut in half. "He was one of the 
three finalists we had seen in the last 
three weeks," Wright said. 

"He is a very enthusiastic, ener-
getic person and was extremely posi-
tive in the interview. The committee 
was unanimous in choosing him to 
come to Rice." 

One of Montag's goals is interac-
tion with students. 

"My short-range goal is to try to 
get to know as many students as 
possible on campus and to help them 
with the administrative processes of 
the office," Montag said. 

He has worked in the fields of 
admission and registration for over 
25 years. 

Montag earned an undergradu-
ate deg ree in chemis t ry f rom 

Gillis outlines his vision 
for the university's future 

by Emily Meyer 
THRESHER F.DITORIAI. STAFF 

President Malcolm Gillis 
gave what he called his "second 
inaugural address" Tuesday in 
Duncan Hall's McM&rtry Audi- -
torium. The speech, entitled 
"Rethinking the University: 
Rice in the 21st Century," con-
cluded the yearlong Scientia 
lecture series. 

Gillis's Speech addressed 
Wee's place among universities, 
his philosophy about maintain-
ing balance in academic offer-
ings and the future. 

Rice's place in the "universe 
of universities" 

Gillis said Rice faces many 
of the same problems and op-
portunities as other lead ing u n i-
versities but that Rice is sepa-
rated by several important dif-
ferences. 

First, Gillis said, Rice's size 
is "distinctly smaller than every 

other leading research univer-
sity." He said Rice has a finan-
cial base "as sound as any uni-
versity in the nation," providing 
students with unparalleled edu-
cational subsidies. 

Gillis said Rice is "among 
the dwindling number of insti-
tutions where the Humboldtian 
vision — the unity of teaching 
and research — is still taken 
very seriously." He said the 
university has strong interdis-
ciplinary traditions and an "un-
excelled blend of sciences, arts 
and professional schools." 

The new International Uni-
versity Bremen, Gillis said, will 
be "the European version of 
Rice in Germany." He said the 
venture is part of both a "broad 
strategy for internationalization 
of our curriculum and pro-
grams" and Rice's Intention to 
engage in both national and in-
ternational interinstitutional 
collaboration. 

See GILLIS, Page 10 

Lehman College and a master of arts 
in higher education administration 
from Columbia University. 

As registrar, Montag will be re* 
sponsible for all records kept by the 
Registrar's Office and for carrying 
out initiatives such as online regis-
tration, a new degree audit system , 
class data for faculty, retention stud-
ies and streamlined classroom as-
signments. 

Many of these capabilities are 
based on the new Exeter student 
information system installed last 
August, which has had a number of 
problems. 

Exeter, intended to streamline 
the operation of registrar, cashier 
and financial aid systems, has proved 
difficult to implement, causing er-
rors this year in registration and 
degree audits. Features that Exeter 
was to provide, such as online regis-
tration for the spring 2000 semester, 
have been postponed due to the sys-
tem problems. 

Information Technology took 
over the Exeter installation in Janu-
ary and the Registrar's Office be-
lieves it will be fully operational by 
the beginning of next semester, 
Wright said. 

"There were so many bugs with 
See MONTAG, Page 9 
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7:45 9:30 p.m.: Class of 2000 convocation 
for degree candidates and guests; 
Shepherd School of Music presidential 
concert, Stude Concert Hall, Alice Pratt 
Brown Hall 
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8:30-11:30 a.m.: Commencement 
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Protesting for its own sake 
If the university suddenly announced that tuition were to double, 

it might be appropriate for students to walk out of classes in protest. 
But leaving classes in reaction to the distribution of racist fliers on 

campus cars makes no sense and^lamages the credibility of student 
activism in general. 

A walkout should express dissatisfaction with the status quo on a 
controversial issue. Yet there is no controversy here — no reason-
able person supports the nonsense promulgated by the hatemongers 
from the National Alliance. 

So yesterday's protest was unnecessary and possibly harmful: By 
walking out on the last day of Tuesday/Thursday class, students 
may have shortened their chance to evaluate their course or missed 
last-minute information for final exams. 

Though we commend the idea of working towards harmony 
among people from different backgrounds, and though we agree 
with protest organizers that awareness should be raised on these 
issues, we don't think a protest was the way to go about it. 

Giving students 
a better center 

This year has brought a multitude of improvements to the build-
ing in both function and form, thanks to the staff and student 
employees of the Student Center. Changes with students in mind 
have made the center a more convenient place to work and hang out. 
Meanwhile, artwork and updated furnishings have brought creativ-
ity and a sense of fun to the building. 

Students and staff have infused a remarkable amount of energy 
into improving the center over the past year. 

Cheery-colored iMacs by the Information Desk and Coffeehouse 
are speedier and more convenient than the outdated Unix stations 
hiding between the first and second floors of the Rice Memorial 
Center. Students who need to check e-mail or look up information on 
the Web can do so easily. 

Coffeehouse nights featuring guitarists, KTRU-sponsored DJ 
appearances in the Brown Courtyard and other live music perfor-
mances throughout the year are several other ways the Student 
Center is becoming more of a home for campus culture. 

A clever new mural points the way down the stairs to Willy's Pub, 
linking the Pub, otherwise hidden in the basement, to the main part 
of the building. And the Coffeehouse's recently opened "red" and 
"blue" rooms have created a new space for students to meet and chat. 

These and many other changes would not have happened without 
the ideas and energy of the cen te r s staff and student employees. 

Transformed from its former image as a building inhabited 
mostly by those who disliked the college system, the Student Center 
has become a place on campus for all students and other members 
of the Rice community to feel welcome in and to enjoy. 

Thanks, and keep up the good work. 

A space for the police 
Though it's unfortunate that the proposed Campus Police work-

station at Lovett College did not make it into the capital budget for 
next year, administrators have pledged to find funding from other 
sources if students support the idea. We hope they do. 

The substation, which would be located near the entrance to the 
Ixtvett Commons, would give police office space to do paperwork 
and conduct interviews. It would also give the Campus Police a more 
visible presence in the south colleges, especially in the south college 
farthest from the main police station and closest to the high-traffic 
Entrance 3. 

A new substation in the south colleges would probably work a lot 
like the current Jones College substation, which works quite well 
indeed. The Jones substation functions as a base for officers in a 
heavily student-populated area that is relatively far from the main 
police station. 

And it's especially comforting to know that the police have a 
presence now that Entrance 17 into the Jones Lot is open 24 hours 
a day, due to construction. Entrance 3 outside of Lovett sees even 
more traffic, so jjt makes sense to have a spot nearby for the police to 
keep an eye out for our security. 

We applaud Police Chief Bill Taylor and Vice President for 
Finance and Administration Dean Currie's dedication to finding 
funding for the plan. A new substation would help make police 
officers' jobs a little bit easier — and the campus a little bit safer. 

oNVy 

/ 

P R a c n c e . T H e L o a T H i n G r 

Guest column 

A firsthand account of the D.C. protests 
Two weeks ago, I started out by 
talking about Democracy, with a 
capital P . I wanted to get Rice stu-
dents involved in a movement that, 
at its core, cries out for us 
to take a stand and de-
mands that we transform 
our society into one where 
we all have an equal voice. 

Going to Washington, 
D.C., for the International 
Monetary Fund/Word 
Bank protests instilled in 
me the belief that this is 
not only possible but that 
there is ample room for 
Rice students to take part 
in this movement and to 
change the world in which we live. 

1 arrived at a Brethren Church 
just before midnight on Saturday, 
April 15. The church was housing 
abouti20 activists who were in town 
solely for the purpose of shutting 
down the IMF/'World Bank meet-
ings. 

Everyone met me with suspicion. 
Six hundred people had been ar-
rested earlier that day. These 600 
people were not blocking the streets, 
they were not breaking windows — 
they were peacefully protesting the 
way that our nation's prison system 
is run. 

Without warning, the entire non-
violent march was surrounded by 
police and arrested. 

I was only accepted when I found 
a friend of mine from high school 
whom I had arranged to meet there. 
He was already a member of this 
affinity group, FBI-CIA, and he 
vouched for me. I was shown into a 
room where a meeting was going on 
— people were preparing for the 
first organized protests that were 
scheduled for Sunday morning. The. 
feeling of excitement mixed With 
fear was so tangible I could almost 
taste it. 

Jesse 
Dickerman 

When I got to Washington, I had 
no real idea what I would be doing. 
But standing in this meeting, I be-
gan to understand the organization 

behind these protests. 
The area around the 
World Bank was divided 
into five "pie slices," la-
belled A through E. Each 
affinity group was as-
signed a street within one 
of the pie slices. 

The job of each of the 
groups was simple — to 
completely shut down 
the street to which your 
group was assigned. No 
pedestrians, no cars and 

certainly no delegates were sup-
posed to get through our lines. 

These lines were held in two 
ways. For the first, we had a group of 
people equipped with devices known 
as "lock-boxes." These lock-boxes 
locked people together in such a 
way that if you wanted to move one 
person, you had to. move all of them. 
The job of the rest of us was to act as 
what is known as a "soft-lock," stand-
ing nonviolently, arms linked, be-
tween the people with the lock-boxes 
a!hd the police. If the police wanted 
the people in the hard-lock, they 
would have to get through us first. 

I wanted to bring back from D.C. 
the feeling that all of us who partici-
pated had the confidence that we 
could change the world and the con-
fidence we had in each other. Many 
different kinds of people protested 
in D.C. People were concerned with 
issues ranging from animal rights to 
the environment to international la-
bor standards — almost any pro-
gressive issue you can think of. 

But we were all unified behind 
the idea that today, right now, was a 
time to show the world and the coun-
try that we are not the apathetic 
generation. We are concerned with 
far more than computers and watch-
ing TV. We are a privileged genera-
tion and we have seen few bad times 
that we can clearly remember. But 
that does not mean that we can't get 
up and take a stand for justice for 
every living being on this planet. 
Soon enough, the world will belong 
to us*and we have to take care of it 
and each other. 

See IMF, Page 4 

We are not the 
apathetic generation. 

We sat this way from about 7 a.m. 
until about noon. No one passed 
through our line. Michael Moore, 
head of the World Bank, attempted 
to leave the World Bank through 
our lines. He was sent back to find 
another way out. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Article skews position 
on note-taking services 
To the editor: 

While Olivia Allison did »©t mis-
quote me in her otherwise excellent 
article on note-taking services ("Fac-
ulty votes to ban note-taking ser-
vices," April 21), I do feel that my 
position was misrepresented. 

My statement, "If anybody 
shouldbenemfrom this, I thinlcit 
ought to be me," was-made as some-
thing of a joke at the end of a 
lengthy conversation on the prac-
tice of selling lecture notes. 

The first comment that I made, 
which 1 specifically identified as my 

primary concern, was that it was 
disturbing for material over whose 
quality anfhaccuracy I have no con-
trol to go out under my name. 

My second point was that I con-
sider surreptitious note-selling to be 
a form of theft: The issue is related 
to larger questions of copyright pro-
tection. 

The implication that I'm only in-
v e s t e d in lining my pockets, while 
probably unintentional, is nonethe-
less a distortion of my take on this 
issue and of my personal and profes-
sional commitment to teaching. 

Thad Logan 
Lecturer 

English Department 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
m Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher®rice, idu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
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day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• Letters should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
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the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 
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Contact the Thresher for more 
information. 
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Guest column 

Easter ad alienates non-Christians 
Last week, the Thresherpnnted 
an advertisement paid for by 35 Rice 
faculty and staff members that fea-
tured a picture of Easter eggs and 
this caption: "What people 
weren't looking for on the 
f i rs t Eas ter . Ins tead , 
people were searching for 
the dead body of Jesus 
Christ. But when they saw 
him, he was alive. He had 
risen from the dead." 

I do not question the 
motive of the aforemen-
tioned individuals in get-
ting this ad published; I 
s incerely believe they 
meant only to encourage their fel-
low Christian members of the Rice 
community to observe the spiritual 
rather than commercial aspects of 
the holiday of Easter. I do, however, 
implore these individuals to think 
about the potential consequences of 
this advertisement when they con-
sider publishing similar ads in fu-
ture years. 

First, many of those responsible 
for the ad are educators at this non-
religiously affiliated institution. In 
claSfe, they are careful to discern 
between what is fact and what is 
theory. Why, then, do they present a 
belief, albeit one held by a majority 

Lauren 
Shapiro 

of Americans, as a historical fact? 
Why did these individuals include 

their academic positions under their 
names? This could be interpreted as 

an attempt to establish 
themselves as intellectual 
authorities and thus as 
individuals whose opin-
ions (presented here as 
fact) should be trusted on 
religious issues for which 
we do not hold answers. 

<As an aside, I'd like to 
point out that the ad, re-

g a r d l e s s of one's religious 
beliefs, is factually incor-
rect. Most people were 

not looking for the body of Jesus 
Christ, assuming he did exist, on 
the first Easter. They were far more 
likely to be looking for eggs and 
other food products, as Christianity 
was not as widely practiced in those 
days. 

Second, this is the time of year 
when our campus is visited by many 
prospective students and their fami-
lies. Ads containing any form of reli-
gious propaganda, and particularly 
t|;jpse signed by faculty members, 
send the message that Rice might 
be hostile toward those with differ-
ent belief systems, which, of course, 
it is not. 

As a member of a minority reli-
gious group myself, I would nothave 
attended Rice had I seen such an ad 
in the school newspaper, and I would 
have missed out on going to a great 
school. I fear that should other mi-
nority students read such ads, they 
might incorrectly judge Rice to be 
less than welcoming to persons of 
non-Christian faiths. As a result, the 
future diversity of this campus may 
be affected. 

I would not have 
attended Rice had 1 

seen such an ad in the 
school newspaper. 

In conclusion, I would recom-
mend that the sponsors of this,ad-
vertisement choose a less reli-
giously charged slogan in any fu-
ture publicity endeavors . "Our 
warm wishes for you and your fam-
ily for a very happy Easter" has a 
nice ring to it. 

Lauren Shapiro is a Wiess College 
senior. 

The emperor wears no clothes 

'Gildea Vision' hopes to end sophomore jacking 
During my freshman year, I de-
cided to handle room jack just as 
I've handled most of the decisions 
that have shaped my mostly enjoy-
able Rice career: I voted 
Switzerland. I wound up 
living with three fellow 
Lovet teers at t he 
Greenbriar Apartments, 
an annual c o n t e n d e r 
(along with Holly Hall) for 
the distinction of being 
the "Ninth College," or 
the No. 1 repository of off-
campus Rice students. 

In the spring of 2002. 
however, these two will 
compete instead for rec-
ognition as the 'Tenth College." 
Hold that thought — and 1 mean it!' 

I had believed that moving off 
campus would be easy enough. I 
had bought a car, I stayed fairly 
active in on-campus activities, arid I 
held a minor position on the Lovett 
College Central Committee. 

Unfortunately, they don't tell you 
that ho matter how close to campus 
you live, traveling to campus takes 
about a half-hour each way thanks 
to inadequate parking and a shoddy 
shuttle service. They also forgot to 
mention the hordes of Campus Po-
lice lurking everywhere, waiting to 
deposit yellow envelopes on your 
car. Then there's the most painful 
deprivation of all: the dearth of 
Ethernet ports available at apartment 
complexes like the Greenbriar. 

But the difficulties of living off-
campus are mostly more subtle than 
these. Instead, OC types have to 
confront the feeling that they don't 
quite know what's going on at your 
college. For many, that's not a prob-
lem, but I personally would have 
liked to maintain more steady con-
tact with my on-campus friends and 
to have built a stronger connection 
with my masters, who are leaving 
after this year. 

I must quickly add that Spike 
Gildea and Bonny Tibbitts have ex-
erted extra effort to make off-cam-
pu«-Xovetteers welcome at Lovett 
and always encouraged me to show 
up on campus more. But somehow, 
despite the b ^ t of efforts, the ma-
jority of off-campus students wind 
up feeling somewhat excluded. 

In fairness, I might have antici-
pated the inconveniences of OC life, 
and furthermore, I wasn't bounced 
off campus in a room jack, but rather 
chose to live OC voluntarily. 

Still, there are two necessary re- <= 
joinders: First, 1 probably would have 

James 
Dallal 

chosen to live on campus if enough 
beds were available to accommo-
date every Lovetteer. 

Second, it's depressing to think 
that many of this year's 
freshmen will live off cam-
pus next year due to re-
ceiving the short end in a 
room jack without any say 
in the matter. 

The solution? Fortu-
nately, I did get to know 
my masters to 'sortie ex-
tent, though not as well as 
1 might have liked. A few-
weeks ago they opened 
their house to a study 
abroad meeting, and I got 

to talking with Spike about distrib-
uting housing more reasonably. 

While not sending anyone off 
campus against his or her will re-
mains a pipe dream, there is another 
alternative that several colleges have 
tried: Rather than bouncing, sopho-
mores, they bounce juniors. 

There 's a clear dichotomy in 
room jack procedures at Rice. At 
colleges that bounce sophomores, 
room jack is a nightmarish event 
which often ends in tears for at least 
one group of ill-treated freshmen. 

But at colleges that bounce jun-
iors, students facing the prospect of 
living off campus have had two years 
to make friends and forge alliances. 
That means they have greater op-
portunity to find suitable roommates, 
as well as more confidence in their 
abilities to cope with Rice and Hous-
ton at the same time. As a result, 
room jack at these colleges rarely 
means catastrophe for anyone. 

be enough to accommodate almost 
the entire population of students in-
voluntarily kicked off campus for a 
single year. 

The fear, of course, is that Rice 
will admit enough students to fill the 
new college in its own right. The 
administration's higher-ups have 
pledged not to do this, however, and 
we should take them at their word 
before they change their minds. 

I therefore reveal the final plan, 
which, in deference to my departing 
master, I shall call "The Gildea Vi-
sion": In the fall of 2002, Rice should 
not bounce any students off cam-
pus. Afterward, the colleges can all 
change their policies to bounce jun-
iors rather than sophomores, a re-
form that would greatly decrease 
the burdens of being bounced. 

So there it is: a constructive solu-
tion to a cloying problem. And if 1 
can help facilitate this one simple 
change. I might be able to look back 
on all the other words I've poured 
into this paper without any concern 
about their general uselessness. 

That is, after all, the fun of it. 

James Dallal is opinion editor and a 
Lovett College sophomore. 

Guest column 

Speaker guilty of atrocities 
For many of you, George 
Bush is the perfect choice for 
commencement speaker. After 
all, this is Texas. And despite his 
Yale degree, many be-
lieve Bush is the model 
Texan: a savvy entre-
preneur and a devout 
Christ ian with oil 
money, a ranch and a 
"luminous" career in 
politics. 

But let us set aside 
our biases for a mo-
ment and ask an im-
portant question: Why, 
dur ing an election 
year, are we inviting 
the father of a presidential candi-
date to speak at commencement? 
Why are we bringing politics into 
what should be a nonpartisan af-
fair? 

If our c o m m e n c e m e n t 
speaker is a reflection of our uni-
versity, why are we inviting 
George Bush? Perhaps an analy-
sis of Bush's foreign policy will 
help us reconsider our decision. 

In the wake of communism's 
fall, Bush's foreign policy aimed 
to forge a New World Order. 
Bush wanted to create "a world 
in which nations recognize the 
shared responsibility for freedom 
and justice. A world where the 
strong respect the rights of the 
weak." Eloquent words indeed. 
Too bad Bush's actions failed to 
match his rhetoric. Bush cer-
tainly had a vision for the New 
World Order, but this vision did 
not include the support of human 
rights. 

For one, Bush's conduct dur-
ing the Gulf War turned a blind 
eye to human rights. Although 
only 3,000 civilians died during 
Desert Storm, the war on the 
Iraqi people did not necessarily 
end with the ceasefire. A March 
1991 U.N. survey described the 
war as having "near apocalyptic 
results" on the infrastructure of 
Iraq. Power plants, electrical 
grids, sewage treatment^cilities 
and water purification plants had 
all been targeted during the air 
campaign. 

TTiese attacks had no immedi-
ate effect on Iraqi forces' ability 
to wage war. They only punished 
the Iraqi people. A Harvard study 
projected a 100 percent increase 
in infant and child mortality rates 
during the first year following 
the war's end. This amounts to 
some 70,000 children. It is diffi-
cult to argue that the death of 
70,000 children is the unavoid-
able cost of warfare. 

Daniel 
Livorsi 

Unfortunately, Bush's disre-
gard for human rights was not 
limited to his conduct during the 
Gulf War. The issue of human 

rights also surfaced in 
his policies toward 
China and El Salvador. 

The T iananmen 
Square Massacre of 
June 1989shocked and 
outraged the U.S. pub-
lic. As American TV au-
diences watched, Chi-
nese troops slaugh-
tered hundreds—per-
haps thousands — of 
peaceful pro-democ-
racy demonstrators. 

Bush claimed to "deeply deplore" 
the massacre, but he eventually 
toned down his rhetoric overtime 
in the interest of promoting a 
"constructive relationship" be-
tween China and the United 
States. 

Bush's policies in El Salvador 
were far less defendable, how-
ever. Throughout the 1980s, the 
Reagan administration heavily 
funded the Salvadoran army's war 
against leftist guerrillas. Despite 
the abysmal human rights record 
of the Salvadoran mili tary, 
Reagan stuck to his ideological 
guns on this one: There would be 
no compromising with the "com-
munists." 

When Bush came to power, 
however, he had two good rea-
sons to cut off military aid to El 
Salvador: The fall of the Berlin 
Wall meant that Reagan's con-
tainment policy was outdated, 
and in November 1989, the Salva-
doran military brutally murdered 
six Jesuit priests. Nevertheless, 
the Bush administration released 
$80 million in assistance to the 
Salvadoran army in both 1989 
and 1990. A U.N.-sponsored 
Truth Commission would later 
report that during El Salvador's 
civil war, 90 percent of all human 
rights abuses- were committed 
by the army and the "death 
squads," the very forces the 
Reagan and Bush administrations 
had supported. 

In many ways. Bush's New 
World Order looked similar to 
the old one. Sure, the Soviet 
Union had dissolved, and the 
United States had emerged as 
the world's lone superpower. But 
human rights continued to be 
ignored. Bush's rhetoric — so 
noble and idealistic — proved to 
be entirely hollow in the end. 

Daniel Livorsi is a Wj'ess College 
junior. 

In the fall of2002, Rice 
should not bounce any 
students off campus. 

The natural solution, therefore, 
is to make all colleges bounce jun-
iors instead of sophomores. A prob-
lem arises immediately, however, 
because a college that switched from 
bouncing sophomores to juniors in 
successive years would wind up 
bouncing the same class twice, an 
outcome far worse than any of the 
present inconveniences. 

But Spike had a plan to solve this 
one too: Rice is adding a ninth col-
lege, Martel College, complete with 
232 new student beds. That would 
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Rice Students for Global 
Justice hopes for change 
IMF, from Page 2 

The same Monday that I was 
marching in the pouring rain in 
the streets of Washington, about 
150 Rice students walked out of 
class to show support for global 
justice. It is time fo/al l of us to 
plug in to global issues. 

Two weeks ago, 1 talked about 
Democracy. There is no such 
thing as Democracy without par-
ticipation. If you think that De-
mocracy means that we can all 
vote if we want to and not care if 
we want to, then you are wrong. 
To make our system of govern-
ment work, every one of us has to • 
become an activist. 

That doesn't mean you have 
lo shut down streets, but it does 
mean you have to get your nose 
out of your books and be involved 
in your community and your 

world. There is a new organiza-
tion on campus that can help you 
learn what it means to get in-
volved — it is called Rice Stu-
dents for Global Justice. Come 
find out what it means to partici-
pate in democracy. 

My e-mail a d d r e s s is 
jesshd@rice.edu. Please contact 
me with any questions regarding 
I^ice Students for Glpbal Justice 
or anything else 1 have brought 
up. Become an active member of 
the world. Realize that there is a 
growing movement of people our 
age in this nation who are com-

. mitted to justice and change. 
Ain't no power like the power 

of the people 'cause the power of 
the people don't stop. 

Jesse Dickerman is a Will Rice 
College sophomore. 
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Elian's fase shows the system works 
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If there is one thing that we should 
all get out of the Elian Gonzalez 
case, it is the knowledge that our 
government is working just fine. 

I can, almost feel the 
breeze coming from Mi-
ami as Little Havana 
shakes its collective head 
at me. No, I'm not a com-
munist sympathizer. I just 
think that all of the recent 
act ions in the Elian 
Gonzalez case demon-
strate perfectly how jus-
tice is supposed to take 
place in America: The 
court system makes a de-
cision, and that decision is 
upheld. 

If one side doesn't like this, there 
is an appeal, and the system repeats 
itself. Maybe then a new decision is 
made and upheld. And maybe not. 
Either way, you follow the court's 
decision. There are laws in our soci-
ety. American citizens, like Elian's 
family, live here partly because they 
believe our laws are more just than 
laws in other countries. And you 
cannot pick and choose which laws 
to follow no matter how much you 
might disagree with them. 

The Miami family did just this. A 
court ruled that P l̂ian be given back 
to his father, and they decided not to 
obey this order. If you agree to play 
by the rules, you can't change them 
halfway through the game just be-
cause you're losing. 

If the government did this, it 
would cease to be a representative 
democracy and turn into a dictator-
ship. That concept should be vaguely 
familiar to Elian's Miami relatives. 

The minute the Miami family re-
moved their faith in the appeals pro-
cess of the U."S. judicial system, they 
set themselves up. 

Michael 
Nalepa 

come through actual appeals, not 
though personal opinions about how 
right you are and how wrong the 
government is. 

Once you start play-
ing dirty with the govern-
ment, you are basically 
asking for trouble. The 
family should not be 
shocked that Operation 
Reunion was launched to 
enforce the court order 
to return Elian to his bio-
logical father. f 

The family claims that 
the raid by Immigration 
and Naturalization Ser-
vice agents was psycho-

logically harmful to the child. While 
this is some powerful deductive rea-
soning on their part, the Miami fam-
ily might want to ask themselves if 
things had to be this way. 

They were asked to hand the 
child over. When the Miami family 
failed to do this, the attorney gen-
eral of the United StStes personally 
negotiated with them right up until 
the deadline. By the way, this is not 
exactly standard protocol. When 
talking didn't work, time was up, 
and the INS seized the child to give 
him back to his father. 

If anyone is responsible for the 
entire circus that took place, it is the 
Miami family of Elian Gonzalez. 
Their negligence to U.S. court or-
ders caused the child to witness the 
spectacle that is a government raid. 

And the people in that raid-were 
just doing their jobs, as were the 
people who ordered it. The conse-
quences of not doing so would have 
made the foundation that we built 
this country on a little less solid. 

In the United States, we are told 
that we must be vigilant to make 
sure that our representative govern-

government, in turn, must be vigi-
lant to make sure everyone follows 
the rules that it creates. This is a 
give-and-take relationship, and 
things go badly when either side 
claims to be superior to the other. 

Exceptions to decisions and laws ment is truly representing us. The 

Once you start 
playing dirty with 

the •government, you 
are basically asking 

for trouble. 

The acts of the Miami family were 
shameful. In addition to insulting 
the judicial system, they acted in a 
way that follows the style of govern-
ment they say they abhor. 

The Miami family was suspicious 
and secretive. They made a six-year-
old an unwilling symbol of their dis-
approval of another country and style 
of government, parading him for the 
media and issuing forth their own 
form of propaganda. They kept him 
away from his only living parent and 
said that they were doing this all in 
his best interest. 

Someone should tell Elian's Mi-
ami family that we do not live under 
a dictatorship. This is a representa-
tive democracy, a harder form of 
government to maintain because it 
requires a great deal of responsibil-
ity and trust. 

In the past weeks, the Miami fam-
ily of Elian Gonzalez has been a poor 
example to the world by showing a 
complete lack of both. 

Michael Nalepa is a Lovett College 
junior. 
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Students plan 'Racial Solidarity Week' 
by Kristina Groennings 

THRFSHER STAFF 

After racist fliers were distrib-
uted on campus last week, students 
organized Racial Solidarity Week 
this week to provide an opportunity 
for students to protest the fliers and 
to promote the message of a tolerant 
and racially inclusive society. 

The fliers contained messages 
such as "Don't Have Sex With 
Blacks, Avoid AIDS!" and "no multi-
racial society can be a truly healthy 
society." 

Students distributed an estimated 
1,000 black-and-white r ibbons 
Wednesday to raise awareness for 
the week's cause. A "Unity Walkout 
and Rally" was held in the academic 
quad yesterday at 11:50 a.m. 

Also, surveys will be distributed 
today during lunch at all the col-
leges to evaluate student opinion 
about race and diversity issues at 
Rice, as well as to gauge student 
support about the introduction of an , 
ethnic studies major. 

Will Rice College senior Andrea 
Hinckson and Lovett College senior 
June Marshall, both members of the 
Black Student Association, coordi-
nated the week's events. 

After hearing about the fliers, 
Hinckson and Marshall met with a 
group of concerned students and 
Director of Multicultural Affairs 
Cathi Clack, Sociology Department 
Chair Chandler Davidson and An-
thropology graduate student Kristin 
Peterson, a member of the'Univer-
sity Standing Committee on Affir-
mative Action. 

The group discussed race rela-
tions on campus and talked about 
options for immediate action. 

"We felt the whole campu s should 
know that, some 40 years after the 
civil rights movement, we still have 
to deal with this issue," Hinckson 
said. • 

"If we want to counter this, we 
must send out a stronger message 
— one of love and unity— one that 
says we will not tolerate your hate," 
she added. 

Hinckson said student organiza-
tions responded with widespread 
support. Representatives from over 
50 student organizations on campus 
signed up to co-sponsor Racial Soli-
darity Week. 

"It has truly showed me that the 
Rice community can come together 
to promote diversity in a positive 
manner as a united front," Marshall 
said. 

Hinckson said she is fairly con-
tent with race relations on campus. 
However, she said the Anti-Defa-

- mation League reports that fliers 
from the National Alliance, a hate 

I 

# VIANNA DAVILA/THRESHER 

Will Rice College senior Andrea Hinckson, one of the organizers of Racial 
Solidarity Week, distributes black and white ribbons to promote racial unity 
Tuesday at Will Rice. 

group based in West Virginia, were 
only distributed at two schools in 
Texas: Rice and the University of 
Texas. 

"That's why, personally, I haven't 
ruled out the possibility that the Al-
liance was aided by students on this 
campus, which is more than trou-
bling," Hinckson said. 

Thursday's rally was scheduled 
to consist mainly of short speeches. 

Baker College sophomore 
Audrey Ette, who coordinated the 
rally, gave opening remarks. 

Other students and faculty mem-
bers offered "diversity testimonies" 
on their personal experiences with 
racism and diversity and provided 
hope for the future. 

Among those speakers were Vice 
President for Student Affairs Ze-
naido CamaChg^Vice President for 
Public AffairsTerrjrShepard, Com-
putational and Applied Mathemat-
ics Professor Richard Tapia, Asso-
ciate Professor of English Jose 

Aranda, History Research Scholar 
Alexander Byrd, Baker junior 
Marisa Bono and Sid junior Ellen 
Chenoweth. 

Hinckson said the week had over-
whelmingly positive responses. 
Though some s tudents recom-
mended ignoring the fliers at first, 
Hinckson said she believed this was 
not a good solution. 

"I think that this is a very danger-
ous view to have. These groups may 
simply begin by posting fliers but 
end by using violence," she said. 

Marshall and Hinckson both 
hope that this will not be the last 
time Rice has a week dedicated to 
racial harmony. 

"Even though both Andrea and I 
are seniors this event should not die 
when we graduate," Marshall said. 
"By initiating dialogue about this 
issue, Rice students will know that 
the fight for tolerance and under-
standing need stobeaunified, never-
ending effort." 

W 

'Summoning up the blood' 
NORA ACHRATI /THRESHER 

LaTlsha Malveaux from the M.D. Anderson Blood Bank draws blood from Associate Dean for Student Health 
and Rice Counseling Center Director Undloy Doran at the Mood drive In the Kelloy Lounge In the Rice Memorial 
Center Monday. „ 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The SA Senate met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• Treasurer Rani Yadav answered questions concerning the SA 
2 0 0 0 - ' 0 1 tentative budget. The projected SA budget expenditures 
are $ 7 , 5 7 5 , and the revenue is predicted to be $ 8 , 7 0 5 . Yadav said 
this budget is tentative. 

• The senate Approved the Heritage Organization of Latin America, 
an organization to celebrate the cultural uniqueness of individual 
Latin American countries. Contact Wiess College sophomore 
Jessica Zuniga (jessz@rice.edu) with questions about the club. 
The senate also approved Students for Global Justice, which aims 
to educate and mobilize students on issues of the use of war or 
violence to solve problems, sexism and racism. Contact Wiess 
freshman Miles Rodriguez (mvrdrgz@rice.edu) for more informa-
tion. 

• The senate approved a bill establishing a special committee on 
multicultural affairs under the SA Student Life Committee to 
provide a body to address multicultural concerns of any kind. 
Contact Sid Richardson College freshman Catherine Adcock 
(catha@rice.edu), or Hanszen College junior Monica Verduzco 
(monicav@rice.edu) for more information. 

• Sid sophomore Lauren Alexander and Hanszen senior Blair Chris-
tian presented a tentative proposal to improve international oppor-
tunities at Rice. They may present a resolution in the fall. Students 
interested in helping with the proposal for next year should contact 
Alexander and Christian (goabroad@rice.edu) or visit the Web site 
(www.ruf.rice.edu/~goabroad). 

This was the last meeting of this semester. 

Erratum 

The feature photos "Taking an urban plunge" in the April 2 1 issue were 
uncredited. They were taken by Vianna Davila. 

The Thresher regrets the error. 

Want A 

O F F I C E R T R A I N I N G S C H O O L 

Start your career off on the right foot by enrolling in the Air Force 
Officer Training School. There you will become a commissioned 
officer in just 12 weeks. From the start you'll enjoy great pay, 
complete medical and dental care, 30 days of vacation each year, 

plus the opportunity to travel and 
AIM HIGH s e e the world. To discover how high 

a career in the Air Force can take 
~ y o u ' c a " 1-800-423-USAF, or visit 

our webs i te at www.a i r fo rce .com 
www.airforce.com 
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Habitat house complete, 
students plan dedication 

by Briana Cook 
T H R E S H ICR M A I I 

The Rice chapter of Habitat for 
Humanity wrapped up construction 
on the Rice Habitat House last week-
end. 

Every weekend since March 18, 
Rice student, faculty and staff volun-
teers have worked on the house in 
northwest Houston. 

"Although the schedule was ex-
tremely ambitious, 1 thought it was 
awesome," Habitat for Humanity 
Treasurer Rob Prentice, a Hanszen 
senior, said. "We had a lot of volun-
teers come out." 

Over 100 volunteers helped con-
struct the two-bedroom, one-bath 
home. "It's been a really exciting time 
for Habitat," Habitat Secretary I^ah 
Casabianca, a Ixivettfreshman, said. 

The Rice House was built in co-
operation with Houston Habitat at 
the Caverdale work site at the inter-
section of Interstate 290 and Gessner 
Drive. 

The home was funded through 
the $32,000 surplus in the blanket 
tax funds and is the second Rice-
sponsored Habitat house. Houston 
Habitat matched the amount of the 
donation with $18,000 cash and the 
rest in tools and supplies. 

Due to an aggressive construc-
tion schedule, the house was com-
pleted in less than a month. A City of 
Houston inspection, landscaping and 
other finishing touches are all that 
remain. 

Jose and liana Herrera, the new 

owners of the home, also put in many 
hours of work. 

"They were out there every week-
end, eager to help out in the pro-
cess," Will Rice College senior 
Saumya Sivaram said. 

'Although the schedule 
was extremely 
ambitious, I thought it 
was awesome. .... We 
had a lot of volunteers 
come out.' 

— Rob Prentice 
Rice Habitat treasurer 

According to the Rice Habitat 
Web site, the nonprofit organization 
intends to help alleviate the problem 
of inadequate low-income housing. 

The site says the group works in 
partnership with families to offer a 
"hand-up, not a hand-out." Homes 
are built by volunteers and then 
sold to the families with a 20- to 30-
year mortgage and zero interest 
rate. 

The official dedication of the Rice 
Habitat House will be held May 6 at 
the house site. All Rice Habitat vol-
unteers are welcome to come and 
celebrate. 

Good things come in 

Win $ 3 , 3 3 3 . 3 3 

for your summer internship. 

lucky winners will be awarded 
this incredible stipend. Visit the 
Internship Area at thepavement.com 
to register. Get inside tips from former 
interns, comparisons between internship 
programs at big and small companies, 
advice on financing unpaid intern-
ships and more. For details hit 
thepavement.com now, and make 
a run for the money. 

t h ^ H M e m e n f t . o o m 
jobs money apartments hit the world running 

KATY B 0 S W 0 R T H / T H R E S H E R 

Rolling their own 
Hanszen College sophomore Erica Wolff (left) and Lovett College seniors Eric Munoz and Scott Wylie tie-dye T-
shirts at the Earth Day/420 Day celebration in the Ray Courtyard April 20. The celebration was a joint function 
of the Environmental Club and Rice for Legalization. 

Proposed police workstation lacks funding 
by Laura Derr 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

The proposal to build a Campus 
Police substation in Lovett College 
did not make it into next year's capi-
tal budget. 

The capital budget allocates funds 
to facilities, renovations and construc-
tion projects for the year. Vice Presi-
dent for Finance and Administration 
Dean Currie said it is difficult to pri-
oritize money allocation, and he said 
the Lovett substation proposal was 
not suggested early enough for this 
year's budget. "It just came on too 
late to make the cut," Currie said. 

Lovett voted yesterday to gauge 
the college's student opinion about 
a substation. Results were not avail-
able at press time. 

Campus Police Chief Bill Taylor 
said if the Lovett community sup-
ports the project, he will look for 
other sources of funding. "We may 
have to talk to Pood and Housing 
and see how we can finagle some 
money," he said. "If students approve 
it, we'll start scrounging around." 

Ia>vett senior Jonathan Borck,the 
chair of the five-member student ad 
hoc committee on the proposed sub-
station, said the committee has not 
been concerned with financial mat-
ters. He said he was not aware of a 
potential lack of funding for the 
project. 

Lovett's governing body, the Cen-
tral Committee, voted in favor of 
supporting the project last semes-

ter. Last week, the CC proposed 
bylaws stating that Lovett has en-
tered into an agreement with- the 
Campus Police to set up a substa-
tion. The bylaws call for the status of 
the substation to be reviewed regu-
larly and allows the agreement to be 
modified by Lovett at any time. -

'Officers can stay 
closer to the colleges 
while doing their 
work.' 

— Bill Taylor 
Campus Police chief 

Taylor said the substation would 
be nonintrusive and would not inter-
fere with daily life at iJovett. He said 
the intention would be to convey the 
message that "we're here, we're avail-
able, we're not sticking oyr noses in 
other peoqjp's business." 

"If people at Lovett don't want to 
have this then we don't want to have 
it," Lovett Vice President Anna Witt 
said...However, Witt, a junior, said 
she thinks the proposal is reason-
able and doesn't inconvenience stu-
dents. If the referendum doesn't 
pass, the substation committee will 
likely ask for another vote next se-
mester, she said. 

Lovett sophomore Bill Prescott 
said he is tired of hearing about the 
project. "I think the plan has been 
talked to death," he said. "If it proves 
to be adverse to Lovett, we have the 
stipulations that can handle it, so 
that's OK." 

Currie said he supports the 
project. "I'm going to try to come up 
with funds to do it if it's a small 
enough project that I can use discre-
tionary funds," Currie said. Most 
vice presidents and deans have lim-
ited discretionary funds for small 
capital projects, he said. 

He said he won't know if he can 
use discretionary funds until he re-
ceives a firm estimate on the project 
costs from a contractor. "I'm cau-
tiously optimistic," Currie said. "I'm 
hopeftil, but I won't know until we 
have the facts." 

Taylor said if he can't find fund-
ing, the substation committee can 
resubmit the proposal next year 
because it may carry additional 
weight with documented student 
support. 

Taylor said the purpose of the 
substation is to make paperwork and 
follow-up interviews more conve-
nient for officers while also adding a 
more visible police presence in the 
high-traffic area near Lovett. "Offic-
ers can stay closer to the colleges 
while doing their work. It says the 
college officers are part of our col-
lege," he said. "It's not meant to be a 
place they go and sit and stay for 
their entire shift." 

Giant study Hill 
Looking for a quiet place to study? 

"The Student Center is the Answer!' 

When: 

Where: 

Monday, May 1" 
Tuesday, May 2nd 

8:00 AM - Midnight 
8:00 AM - Midnight 

Farnsworth Pavilion, Ley Student Center 

Come study in a quiet, well-lit atmosphere and 
enjoy some FREE healthy snacks! 

Sponsored by Food & Housing, Health Education, and the Student Center 

(Don't forget that Sunday, April 30th from 9:00 PM - 11:30 PM 
is the Gillis/Camacho Study Break in the Student Center!) 

4 
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Writing for rights 
ROB GADDI/THRESHER 

Will Rice College freshman Amanda Hines (left) -and Hanszen College freshmen 
Amanda Felder and Katherine Covino write letters to,Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchinson in support of Resolution 279, which calls for hearings and action on 
the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women. 

Six Fulbright Scholars named 
by Aalok Mehta 

THRKSHKR STAR-

Six Rice students have been 
a w a r d e d F u l b r i g h t S c h o l a r 
grants for 2001. 

The scholarship funds one 
year of academic study or re-
search in a foreign country for 
students or faculty. 

' T h e Fulbright provides a 
year of academic work pretty 
much anywhere in the world," 
Mark Scheid, executive director 
of international programs and 
scholarships, said. 

J o n e s C o l l e g e s e n i o r 
Catherine Schowe will do cell 
biology research in Sweden, 
s t u d y i n g s o d i u m s t r e s s in 
yeast. 

She will learn cutt ing-edge 
techniques with tools that were 
not available at Rice because of 
the lack of appropriate facili-
ties. 

Salil Patel, a Baker College 
senior, will go to Singapore to 
s tudy signal ing pa thways in 
neuronally derived cells. 

"Our ultimate goal is to see 
how nerves function, grow, and 
regenerate," Patel said. He also 
said that this was a "phenomenal 
opportunity" that will give him 
total academic freedom for a year 
and a chance to see a part of the 
world he has never visited be-
fore. 

Wiess College senior Timo-
thy Smith will travel to Germany, 
where he will study the French 
•horn at the Music Conservatory 
in Munich. 

"There's a different way of 
approaching music in Germany," 
he said. "I wanted to study there 
to complete my musical educa-
tion." 

Music doctoral cand ida te 
Mil ton Laufer will head to 

" 1TZ 
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' ' KIJANA KNIGHT/THRfSHFR 

Wiess College senior Shane Smith (left), music doptoral candidate 
Milton Laufer and Brown College senior Andrew Hughes are three of 
six Rice students named Fulbright Scholars. 

Madrid, where he intends to 
study Spanish romantic com-
poser Isaac Albeniz. laufer , a 
pianist, hopes to create new edi-
tions of Albeniz's out-of-print 
works. 

"I'm going to make a com-
mercial recording of his works 
on Lyra House records when I4 

get back to the States," Laufer 
said. His manager has arranged 
for him to perform concert tours 
while he is in Spain. 

Andrew Hughes , a Brown 
College senior, will also travel 
to Spain. He plans to perform 
molecular genet ics research on 
angiogenesis , or the formation 
of blood vessels, at the Univer-
s i ty of B a r c e l o n a M e d i c a l 
School. "Spain is a country I've 
never been before, and Spanish 

is most useful for me, living in 
t h e S o u t h w e s t e r n Un i t ed 
States." 

Brown s e n i o r Kat r ina 
Harston, an Asian studies and 
linguistics major, will study lin-
guistics in Japan. 

Last year, nine Rice students 
were awarded Fulbright schol-
a r s h i p s , and six have b e e n 
awarded this year. 

"That 's a significant increase 
from what we were doing five 
years ago," Scheid said. About 
630 scholarships are awarded 
nationally each year. 

The scholarship was created 
by J. William Fulbright, 1945-74 
Arkansas senator, in order to pro-
mote international understand-
ing through foreign exchange 
and travel. 
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AUSTIN, June 5 - 6 g a r a g e f ! t c o m 
w e s t a r t u p s t a r t u p s 

Attention. Join Garage.com's two-day Boofcamp for Startups, team the fundamentals of taking your company from startup to IPO. Hear from the high tech industry's top 

investors, experts, and entrepreneurs. Gain invaluable information about raising capital, buildiuy a buzz, hiring top talent, and launching your product. At ease. 

LOG O N TO W W W . G A R A G i . C O M / B O O T C A M P TO LEARN M O R E & REGISTER T O D A Y . 

N'ffltS 

N r » r r A f . r f ? r rorrr 

http://WWW.GARAGi.COM/BOOTCAMP
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Viluedictorians 
/ " 

Graduating college seniors get an extra 
$400 cash allowance toward 

the purchase of a new Dodge vehicle! 

2000 Dodge Dakota 
$750 cash allowance* plus 

H00 college graduate allowance 

2000 Dodge Neon 
H250 cash allowance plus 

H00 college graduate allowance 

.2000 Dodge Stratus 
$1250 cash allowance plus 

$400 college graduate allowance 

erent 
See The Friendly Dodge Dealer Near^bu 

*Ask for eligibility requirements. Not available with certain other offers. **For select Regular and Club Cab Dakota; (V-6 & V-8). 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period April 17-25. 

Residential Colleges 
Wiess College 

Baker College 
Kitchen 

April 23 Officer on foot patrol smelled 
marijuana. Three students 
detained, transported to police 
station and then released to 
resident associate. 

April 25 Report of employee being harassed 
by ex-employee. Suspect is a 
black male, 6 feet, 4 inches, thin 
build with blonde hair. 

Academic Buildings ^ 
Anderson Biological April 17 Computer equipment stolen from 
Laboratories Room 131. 

Keck Hall 

Keck Hall 

Keck Hall <• 

Other Buildings 
Rice Stadium 

April 17 

April 19 

April 24 

April 18 

Willy's Pub April 21 

Old Graduate House April 22 

Staff member reported receiving 
threatening phone calls. 

Staff member reported a check 
stolen from Room 205. Check was 
written and cashed for $1,400. 

Wallet reported stolen. Theft 
occurred on April 11. 

Student reported a black male 
taking a watch from the football 
locker room. Suspect, a former 
employee, is described as 45 years 
old, 5 feet, 8 inches, 140 lbs. 

Two minors caught consuming 
alcohol. Two municipal citations 
issued. Officer reported Willy's Pub 
was also giving out wristbands 
without cheeking IDs. 

Officer observed two subjects inside 
the old Graduate House compound. 
After a foot chase, one was 
apprehended and arrested" for 
criminal trespass and evading 
arrest. Subject transported to 
Harris County Jail. 

Cohen House 

Other Areas 
College Way 

6500 Main St. 

April 22 Bicycle stolen. 

April 21 One-car accident. Vehicle struck 
tree and Baker Hall sign. 

April 24 Vehicle stopped for weaving across 
lane divider. Driver arrested. 
Subject taken to Houston Police 

- Department andfoundtohaveO.22 
blood alcohol level. Subject 
transported to Harris County Jail. 

Montag says he plans to be 
Rice's 'best registrar' ever 
MONTAG, from Page 1 
the system that it took quite a while 
to 'make enough progress for it to 
show," Wright said. She said that 
most of the remaining problems 
should be ironed out over the sum-
mer. 

Montag's arrival will probably 
coincide with the end of the struggle 
with Iixeter. "He's coming here at 
just the right time," Wright said. 
"With the new.system here, we have 
a chance to bring a lot of technology 
to campus." 

Montag said he embraces the role 
technology plays in his field. "1 would 
like to introduce new technology for 
the students if at all possible and 

Work for Steamtunnels Magazine 

If you're reading this, you could work for an expiring 
Internet startup WITHOUT leaving your dorm room. 

• 

Steamtunnels m a g a z i n e is a printed insert in your c o l l e g e newspaper, as well as a w e b site 

(www.steamtunnels .net ) with local l inks for your co l l ege . We are affilated with over 120 

co l l eges , and our magnzine has a circulation o f over 1.3 mill ion readers. ** 

Steamtunnels is hiring Campus Representat ives at each o f its affil iated co l l eges . The 

Campus Representatives will p s o f i d e w e e k l y event updates, local links, and photographs 

for inclusion on Steamtunnels .net . 

Campus Representatives should have a good understanding of campus social , cultural, 

and political events , and a solid background in basic computer skills, including Internet 

and email . 

Campus Representatives will work approximately 7 to 10 hours a 
week, and will be paid up to a $70-$100 weekly retainer. 

Anyone interested in applying to be a Steamtunnels Campus 
Representative should email their resume and a brief cover letter to 
campusjobs@steamUinnels.net, or fax to (617)964-5065. 

Katz: House more than 'dollars and cents' 
HOUSE, from Page 1 
masters will also have to move with 
only a year left in their term. 

"It is an issue more important 
than dollars and cents," Wiess Presi-
dent Josh Katz said. "It's an issue of 
crucial importance to the college 
system that the masters be a physi-
cal part of the college." 

The petitions are intended to 
show the issue is important to stu-
dents at all eight colleges. After they 
are collected, the copies will be given 
to Gillis, Camacho and Currie. 

"The petitions are working in col-
laboration with the resolution to 
present a unified student position and 
make people aware of the issue," SA 
President Linsday Botsford said. 

Botsford, a Wiess sophomore, 
and the college presidents are also 
compiling a list of possible uses for 
the current Wiess House. Last De-
cember, the Committee of Masters 
and Presidents wrote a letter to Gillis 
suggesting possible alternative uses 
for the house. These included mak-
ing it the home of the Rice Counsel-
ing Center, the new Alumni Affairs 
office or a home for visiting profes-
sors and lecturers. The committee 
received a response from Gillis ex-
plaining that none of the alterna-
tives were feasible, 1999-2000 Wiess 
President Robert Lyndin said. 

Botsford said she and the cur : 

rent presidents are going to con-
tinue to brainstorm ideas. 

" W e ' r e g o i n g to s t a r t f r o m 
scratch, find alternatives that will 
provide an incentive," Botsford said. 

Katz and Hanszen president Lind-
say Germano would not discuss cur-
rent ideas, but Currie said he is look-
ing into the possibility of moving 
Wiess House closer to the new Wiess 
building site. 

"I don't want to raise hope. There 
are complex utility issues, but 1 am 
curious enough to ask someone how 
much it would cost," Currie said. 
"I'm sure there will be aesthetic con-

Wiess 
House 

Wiess College 

Kitchen/servery Hanszen College 

New wiess 
College 

Hanszen 
House 

COURTESY FACILITIES AND ENGINEERING 

The current plan is for the Wiess College masters to move into the Hanszen 
House and for the Hanszen College masters to move into the house next to 
Wiess when new Wiess opens in 2002. 

cerns also. Luckily, as a university, 
we just sort of play 'best idea wins' 
no matter what the result." 

Plans to tear down the current 
Wiess College building and con-
struct a 10th college in its place have 
been abandoned for now, also due to 
budget concerns, Currie said. 

Instead, the university plans to con-
struct additions to Brown and Jones 
Colleges to make the number of beds 
in these colleges the same as the other 
colleges. Jones will gain 40 additional 
beds, and Brown will gain 64. 

"Once we had decided to bring 
Brown and Jones up to the size of the 
other colleges, we decided not to 
build a 10th college. This left us with 
a surplus house," he said, referring to 
the masters' house adjacent to the 
new Wiess in the original plans? 

In the original plans, the building 
that is now being built as the new 
Wiess was to become a new college, 
referred to as South College, and a 

new Wiess College was to be built 
on the site of the current Wiess. 
Then, it was planned for the stu-
dents who live at Wiess to move into 
the unnamed South College for a 
period of four years, during which 
Wiess College would be rebuilt on 
the site of the current Wiess. 

Because they felt that living for 
so long in a building not named 
"Wiess" would be detrimental to the 
spirit of the college, the students 
requested last April that South Col-
lege be permanently named "Wiess 
College." Plans for building the 10th 
college on the site of new Wiess 
have been suspended for an indefi-
nite amount of time. 

Currie said he has concerns about 
spending the extra money on the 
Wiess project. "There are lots of 
things we're raising money for, like 
more scholarships. We don't want to 
say a new building has a higher pri-
ority," Currie said. 

develop one of the best registrar's 
offices in the country." 
" Act ing Regis t ra r Barry Mc-

Farland, who coped with Kxeter's 
problems during his tenure, could 
not be reached for comment. 

"Barry has done a really good job 
during a transition period that had 
problems," Wright said. 

"The staff has pulled together and 
the students have been understand-
ing. We hope to have a better prod-
uct and better service next year," 
she said-. 

Montag is excited about his new 
job. "1 plan to be the best registrar 
that Rice University has ever had," 
he said. 

5 8 1 4 K i r b y In Rice Village 

( 7 1 3 ) 4 3 2 - 7 2 7 2 . 

Rice University Specials 
1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes .. $8.49 
1 X-large, 2 topping pizza, 2 Ltr. Coke $11.99 

Late Night Special - After 9 p. m. 
1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $7.99 

Play "Beat the Clock" Every Monday Night 
Get one large, one topping pizza, for: 

Order Time Price 
5:00 to 6:00 $5.99 
6:00 to 7:00....°. $6.99 
7:00 to 8:00 $7.49 

http://www.steamtunnels.net
mailto:campusjobs@steamUinnels.net
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A Laptop Word-Processor you CAN afford 
•nwfcKL -UV Shnpl* ft Portable: Full-Size keyboard. Weighs only 2 pounds. Holds 

about 100 pages of text. Type In notes, minutes, letters, papers, 
research, field data. etc. Then simply plug Into computer (or point 
with optional infrared feature), press send, and text flows Into your 
application...that's It! 
Compatible: Uploads directly into ANY application on virtually ANY 
computer via USB port or optional Infrared feature. Prints directly 
to most printers. (Printer cables and Non-USB cables available.) 
Long Battery Life: Up to 500 hours on 3 AA batteries 
Rugged. 3-year warranty Unlimited toll-free support 
Features: True plug & play. One-key send. Spell checker. 
Keyword search. Calculator, Keyboardlng timer. Cut/copy/paste. 
AutoSave & AutoPower Off. Password protection. Features for 
special needs. Supports QWERTY, Dvorak and one-handed 
keyboard layouts. Two-way transfer available. 
Applets: Add little software applications to extend functionality. 

Affordable: 

1h» AlphaSmat 3000 

$197 a vss*" 
www.tmartlnpul.com 

1-800-366-8323 
30-day money bock guarantee 

Planning your holidays? How about a Safari to 
Tanzania, East Africa!! 

Experience animals in the Serengeti National Park 
or climb the highest mountain in Africa, Mt. 
Kilimanjaro or just relax on the beaches of Q 

Zanzibar Island. 

For m o r e i n fo rma t ion on a Safar i to Tanzan ia , con tac t u s at 

J o u m e y to A f r i c a Inc.:' 

h t t p : / / w w w . i o u r n e v t o a f r i c a . c o m 

i n f o @ j o u r n e y t o a f r i c a . c o m 

Toll Free n u m b e r : 1,-877-558-6288 

LSAT i i G M A T I l G R E i L M C A T i l TOEFLli D A T 

Relax, it's only 
your future we're 

talking about. 
Classes starting soon! 
GMAT May 9 & June 10 
MCAT May 13 & May 20 

GRE June 15 
LSAT June 21 & July 11 

K A P L A N 

1 -800-KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com AOL keyword: kaplan 

Kaplan gets you in. 

get 
your 
n&id 
spinning 
caffeine daily. 

Gillis: Science, humanities must be balanced 
GILLIS, from Page 1 

"Rice is as commit ted to collegi-
ality, civil d iscourse , uncons t ra ined 
inquiry and academic f r e e d o m as 
any univers i ty , a n y w h e r e , " Gillis 
said. He said that is why Rice "bea r s 
relatively few scars f rom the cu l tu re 
wars of the past decade . " 

Gillis said that Rice h a s also main-
tained "its commi tmen t to inclusive-
ness in the face of difficult judicial 
constra ints ," re fe r r ing to the 1996 
Hopwood decision that p reven ted 
Rice f rom using race as a factor in 
admiss ions decis ions. 

Gillis also ment ioned Rice's suc-
cessful conservat ion of g r e e n space . 

Gillis conc luded by d i scuss ing 
the r is ing cos t s fac ing Rice and its 
peer universities. H e pointed out that 
"a shift to a bea r m a r k e t would, in all 
probability, mean tha t severaUpri-
vate universi t ies a c r o s s t h e nat ion 
will not survive m u c h into t h e 21st 
cen tury — at least not as private 
universit ies." But h e said that Rice 
would survive "even a decade- long 
recess ion ." 

'The search for 
understanding and • 
meaning in human 
interactions turns out to 
be no less important to 
the generation of 
wealth than is the 
interactions between 
chemicals.' 

— President Malcolm Gillis 

Mainta in ing b a l a n c e d o f f er ings 
T h e second part of Gillis' speech 

def ined h i s view of the ideal ba lance 
be tween the sc iences and t h e hu-
mani t ies at Rice. "Universi t ies a re at 
their bes t as balanced enti t ies, ex-
ploring all facets of m e a n i n g in the 
physical world and in h u m a n soci-
ety," h e said. ' T h e sea rch for under -
s tanding and mean ing in h u m a n in-
teract ions tu rns out to b e no less 
important to the genera t ion of wealth 
than is t h e in te rac t ions b e t w e e n 
chemicals ." 

"All th ings cons idered , we have 
done m u c h good by do ing a few 
th ings qui te well," h e said. 

Rice in the c o m i n g d e c a d e s 
m - "Wejare clear about ou r mission: 

to a s su re that Rice in the 21st cen-
tury is the leading private universi ty 

\ • 
<• - \ X 

be tween the two coasts ," Gillis said. 
He said Wee is in the middle of its 

f i rs t c o m p r e h e n s i v e f u n d r a i s i n g 
campaign. 

Gillis said h is ma jor goal is im-
proving bo th u n d e r g r a d u a t e and 
g r a d u a t e p r o g r a m s and r e s e a r c h 
capabilities. "Virtually all t h e mea-
s u r e s we adopt for s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e e d u c a t i o n s h o u l d 
enr ich pur g r a d u a t e p r o g r a m s , and 
vice versa," h e said. 

' T h e r e are, pe rhaps , one o r two 
r e sea rch univers i t ies with unde r -
g radua t e p r o g r a m s comparab l e to, 
ours . T h e r e a re none super ior , " h e 
said. 

Gillis descr ibed several initiatives 
planned for Rice. 

He said tha t m a n y c u r r i c u l a r 
ques t ions have yet to be a d d r e s s e d . 
"Our cur r icu lum clearly p r o d u c e s 
bet ter- t rained s tuden t s . W e n e e d to 
be s u r e w e a re p roduc ing m u c h bet-
ter-educated s tudents , " h e said. 

He said that " the d is t inct ions be-
tween g radua t e and u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
educat ion in ar ts and sc iences , engi-
nee r ing and mus ic a re a l ready m u c h 
m o r e b lur red at Rice than even a 
decade ago." 

"One of the principal fac tors dis-
t inguishing be tween the very good 
and the not-so-good univers i t ies of 
the 21st cen tury will b e t h e e x t e n t to 
which they successfu l ly d r a w un-
d e r g r a d u a t e s into t h e r e s e a r c h en-
terpr ise ," h e said. 

Gillis described two under tak ings 
associated with the information revo-
l u t i o n "Jurst is t h e provision of lead-
ing-edge; ub iqui tous and s e a m l e s s 
communica t ion and learning tech-
nologies in the service of t e ach ing 
and resea rch for every faculty mem-
ber , g r adua t e s tuden t and under -
g radua t e on campus , " h e said. 

T h e second project is m a k i n g 
Fondren Library " the templa te for 
the teach ing and r e sea rch l ibrar ies 
of the 21st century ." He said t h e 
library will b e c o m e the univers i ty ' s 
intellectual cen te r af ter its renova-
tion is comple ted in 2004. In "a truly 
un ique under tak ing ," Fondren will 
be complete ly l inked to the n e w In-
ternat ional University Bremen . 

Gillis descr ibed var ious difficul-
t ies univers i t ies have f u n d i n g re-
search . "We will need to r e th ink our 
re la t ionships with b u s i n e s s and ex-
plore al ternative f o r m s of such part-
n e r s h i p s whi le a s s u r i n g t h a t in-
c reased industry sponso r sh ip of re-
search widens and suppor t s o u r mis-
sion and does not dis tor t it," h e said. 

He conc luded with the warn ing 
that no th ing in ou r env i ronmen t can 
be viewed as stable. "For all institu-
t ions .. . t o d a y ' s p a c e of c h a n g e 
m a k e s t h e cos t s of c o m p l a c e n c y 
h ighe r than at any t ime in his tory," 
he said. 

Dur ing t h e ques t ion-and-answer 
sess ion that followed h i s speech , 
tiillis was a sked about f u n d i n g for 
faculty projects . "If s o m e o n e h a s a 
good idea .. . w e will try to do some-
th ing about it," h e said. 

Sociology P ro fe s so r Bill Mart in 
said that posit ion l eads to op t imism. 
' T h e fact that [Gillis] be l ieves so 
s t rongly in th is universi ty r u b s off 
on people ," h e said. 

'One of the principal 
factors distinguishing 
between the very good 
and the not-so-good 
universities of the 21st 
century will be the 
extent to which they 
successfully draw 
undergraduates into the 
research enterprise.' 

— Malcolm Gillis 

Gillis w a s a lso a s k e d w h e t h e r 
t h e r e a r e any p lans to i nc rease un-
d e r g r a d u a t e enro l lment . ' T o b e very 
hones t , in t h e long t e r m w e shou ld 
th ink abou t e x p a n d i n g en ro l lmen t 
[by a small a m o u n t ] . . . b u t r ight 
now, we have a lot of o t h e r fish to 
fry," h e said. 

Electrical and C o m p u t e r Engi-
n e e r i n g P ro fe s so r J a m e s Young said 
h e t h o u g h t it w a s "grea t tha t [Gillis] 
h a s taken t h e t ime and in t rospec t ion 
to c o m m u n i c a t e h i s idea to every-
body. I th ink to do so invites re-
sponse . It 's a two-way s t r ee t which 
h e s tar ts ." 

Will Rice Col lege sen io r Luke 
Hart ley said Gillis' "profess ion of 
focus on ideas a s t h e p r i m e com-
m o d i t y of t h e u n i v e r s i t y is 
e n h e a r t e n i n g . It m a d e m e p roud to 
b e a part of Rice Universi ty." 

"I've been kind of concerned that 
Rice University and Dr. Gillis in par-
ticular have put such an emphas i s on 
technology growth and information 
r e s o u r c e s . . . . Th i s talk m a d e m e real-
ize that Rice's vision is on track," Baker 
College senior T o m Burnet t said. 

Gillis' s p e e c h w a s t h e last in the 
yea r long Scient ia l ec tu re s e r i e s "Re-
t h i n k i n g t h e U n i v e r s i t y . " S u s a n 
M c i n t o s h , an th ropo logy p ro fe s so r 
and d i rec tor of Scientia, said in h e r 
in t roduct ion to t h e s p e e c h that it is 
qui te unusua l for a s i t t ing p res iden t 
to publicly p r e s e n t h i s ideas about 
the fu tu re of the universi ty. 

•v ^ >.*!> 
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Building our hopes up 
LAUREN BARTEL/THRESHER 

The new Humanities Building is nearing completion. Faculty and staff are scheduled to move in July 5, but the 
building will not be open to students until it is completely finished. Aug. 15 is the slated completion date, when 
almost all of the fencing around the site will be removed — reopening the south colleges' direct pathway to 
Fondren {library. 

http://www.tmartlnpul.com
http://www.iournevtoafrica.com
mailto:info@journeytoafrica.com


T H E RICE THRESHER 

C ^ '•» v * • 

NEWS FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2000 11 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Fondren to introduce 
new copy card system 

Beginning in early June, library 
patrons will be charged for printouts 
from the laser printers near Fon-
dren Library's main reference desk 
because of a dramatic increase in 
the amount of printing. 

A new copy card for both work-
station printers and photocopiers will 
be sold from vending machines. Us-
ers will be able to add value to the 
cards at these vending machines. 

Associate University Librarian 
Sara Lowman said printing costs in 
Fondren this year are about eight 
t imes those of last year. 

"People were coming in and print-
ing [things] like the Starr report," 
Lowman said. 

Three machines compatible with 
the old cards will remain in Fondren 
until Oct. 31. Refunds may also be 
available after these copiers are re-
moved, Lowman said. 

T h e price of laser printing will be 
the same as that of photocopying. 
The new prices will be 15 cents per 
page if paid in coins, 10 cents per 
page if the card is used. 

Current charges are 10 cents per 
copy with coins and as low as 5 cents 
per copy with a copy card. 

Students will still be able to print 
to Owlne t p r i n t e r s , w h i c h bill 
charges to Rice accounts. 

— Olivia Allison 

GSA announces 
annual award winners 

The Graduate Student Associa-
tion announced the winners of their 
annual awards this week. 

T h e two Facu l ty T e a c h i n g / 
Mentoring Awards were awarded to 
English Professor Robert Patten, the 
GSA faculty adviser, and Computer 
Science Professor Willy Zwaenepoel. 

International Education Director 
Adria Baker and Associate Director 
of Student Activities Mona Hicks 
received the two GSA Faculty/Staff 
Service Awards. 

The Robert Lowry Patten Award 
is named in honor of the current 
graduate student faculty adviser. It 
is given to up to four graduate stu-
dents who have contributed service 
and achievements t h a t might not 
otherwise be recognized. This year, 
the awards go to Arnaud Chevallier 
(mechanical engineering and mate-
rials science), Desrey Fox (linguis-
tics), Prassana Gandhi (mechanical 
engineering and materials science) 
and Aimee Placas (anthropology). 

The GSA Student Service Awards 
recognize up to two students who 
contributed time, effort and service 
to the cause of improving graduate 
student life and education at Rice. 
This award was given to 1999-2000 
GSA President Julia Smith Wellner 
(geology and geophysics) and 1999-
2000 GSA Vice President for Internal 
Affairs Andrea Frolic (anthropology). 

Mary Lou Margrave , wife of 

C h e m i s t r y P r o f e s s o r J o h n 
Margrave, won the Friends of Rice 
Graduate Students Award. She has 
been especially in the "loan closets" 
project, in which students who are 
not from Houston can acquire fur-
nishings for their houses, GSA Presi-
dent File Marie Schollnberger said. 

The GSA Awards committee is 
composed of the GSA internal vice 
president, four members of the GSA, 
and the GSA faculty adviser and a 
member of the Office of Student Ac-
tivities as ex officio members. 

— Elizabeth Jardina 

Police seek students to 
assist in hiring process 

Campus Police will hold an as-
sessment center May 6 to assist in 
the hiring of at least three officers. 

Lt. Terry Ryals is looking for at 
least six undergraduates to partici-
pate in the assessment center panel 
that will evaluate about 10 candi-
dates. The panel will include stu-
dents, faculty and staff. 

The assessment center will be 
held at the Continuing Studies build-
ing from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch and 
snacks will be provided. 

Participants will also meet at the 
police station from 5 to 7 p.m. May 5 
for an information session on how to 
evaluate candidates. 

Campus Police conducted a similar 
assessment center over winter break, 
which resulted in the hiring of Officers 
Lisa Heiden and Dennis Senter. 

Students interested in participat-
ing in the center should-call Ryals at 
(713) 348-4595. 

— Olivia Allison 

Driver in debate 
accident still missing 

Martin Dean Runnells, the driver 
of the truck that hit two vans carry-
ing members of Rice's debate team 
on Interstate 45 last month, is still 
evading police. 

The Harris County Sher i f fs Of-
fice issued a warrant for the arrest of 
the 43-year-old K-aty man April 7, but 
he was not in police custody as of 
Wednesday afternoon. 

The police are still actively look-
ing for Runnells. According to the 
Sheriffs Criminal Warrants Division, 
they will keep searching for him 
until they find him. 

Runnells faces charges of crimi-
nally negligent homicide in the 
March 13 crash that killed Baker 
College freshman Daniel Henning 
and injured other members of the 
George R. Brown Forensics Society. 
A conviction for negligent homicide, 
a state jail felony, carries a sentence 
of 180 days to two years of confine-
ment in jail and a fine of up to $10,000. 

The truck was traveling at least 79 
mph just before the crash, according 
to the investigation by the Sheriffs 
Traffic Division. The speed limit at 
the site of the crash was 55 mph. 

— Brian Staler 

STORAGE Prime 
9333 S„ Main St. Houston, TX 77025 • 

* New Facility 
* Alarmed -Units 
* All units on ground floor 

1R,ice Subunen, Sfeccuzlf 

20% off of 3 months with prepayment 
or 

' ' Free move-in truck 

713-838-9333 
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Attention 
all freshmen, soj?hornpipes, iunioLS, ana 
returning g r a d ua te_ students ... 

sign up now for the 

Student Alumni 
Mentoring Program. 

Sponsored by the Association of Rice 
Alumni, the program is designed to 
facilitate one-on-one interaction between' 
alumni and-current students. The alumni, 
with firsthand knowledge of the "Rice 
experience" along with experience in 
the world "beyond the hedges," Cclb .. 

offer invaluable insight to students 
who are pondering their options and 
goals for the future. 

« / 

For more information and sign-up forms, see 
http://alumni.rice.edu/mentoring.html. 
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

EOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

MAY 18, 2000. 

E D I T O R S 

picks 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

A FORCE MORE 
POWERFUL: A 

L CENTURY OF 
f NON-VIOLENT 
j "CONFLICT ! 

The Rothko Chapel, the Rice 

Media Center and the 

Houston Area Model United 

Nations present this film 

about the century's 

nonviolent moral victories. 

The film examines the ends of 

British rule in India, 

segregation in the American 

South and Apartheid. 

Saturday's screening features 

a panel discussion with civil 

rights leader Curtis Graves 

and the film's producer. 

Rice Media Center. 7 p.m. 

tomorrow through Monday. 

I $5, free to all students. 

\ o n g o i n g 

I DOUGLAS 
1 MITCHELL PLAY 
\ FESTIVAL 

. | 

& 

Stages Repertory 

I Theatre presents a 

| series of plays written by 

I Rice Linguistics Lecturer 
a 

Douglas Mitchell. Two 

one-act plays will be 

performed at each 

I showing. Mitchell directs 

I Old Friends and All 

Wrapped Up this weekend. 

May 4-6, catch Any Old 

Passion and Loss of 

Interest, and May 11-13 

How to Sacrifice a Child 

and Shatter the Golden 

Vessel run. For an 

interview with Mitchell, 

see Page 15. 

3201 Allen Parkway. $12, 

$24 for a pass to one 

performance each week. 

For more information, call 

(713) 52-STAGES. 

IT.SAY SPQR MYSTERY 

'Gladiator' will steal your heart, puree it 
Robert Reichle 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

I thought that after taking Ixitin all through 
high school, 1 might know a thing or two about 
the more interesting aspects of the Roman Em-
pire, like the deathmatches they were so fond of. 
It looks like I had a few things wrong, though; 1 
thought "gladiator" was what they called arena 
fighters, and "maximus" meant "really big." After 
watching Maximus (Russell Crowe) wail on bar-
barians in Gladiator, I now understand that "gladi-
ator" equals "hardcore" and "maximus" i$ I-atin 
for "great big badass." 

Directed by Ridley Scott (Alien, Blade Run-
ner), Gladiator is the story of Maximus, a suc-
cessful Roman general and friend to ailing em-
peror Marcus Aurelius (Richard Harris). The 
emperor, knowing how pathetic and spoiled his 
son and successor Commodus (Joaquin Phoe-
nix) is, decides to turn the Roman Empire back 
into a republic with Maximus as its leader. When 
Commodus learns of this, he sets into motion a 
chain of events that turn the once-powerful Gen-
eral Maximus into an enslaved gladiator. 

After being 
sold to slave-
o w n e r and 
gladiatorial en-
t r e p r e n e u r 
P r o x i m o 
(Oliver Reed), 
M a x i m u s 
fights his way 

through the ranks of the other warriors, eventu-
ally making his way to Rome, where Maximus' 
popularity rivals that of the emperor himself. 
With the back ing of the people, Maximus 
struggles to regain his freedom, take revenge on 
Commodus and institute the late Aurelius' grand 
vision of Rome. 

Along for the ride are Maximus' friend Juba 
(Djimon Hounsou) and Commodus' sister Lucilla 
(Mission to Mars' Connie Nielsen), who conspires 
with Senator Gracchus (acclaimed Shakespearean 
actor Derek Jacobi) to restore the Senate to power. 

The story, while interesting and entertaining, 
is not what audiences will remember this movie 
for — Gladiator's main attractions are the fight 

JAAP BUITENDIJK/DREAM WORKS PICTURES 
Maximus (Russell Crowe) fights a Gallic giant and a hungry tiger in Gladiator. t 

'gladiator' 

Rating: itirir-k 
(out of five) 

Opens May 5. 

scenes. There is a full battle at the film's begin-
ning, but Maximus' later one-on-one duels and 
team fights are much more memorable. Tigers, 
chains, axes, chariots, behead ings—there are so 
many creative tactics and weapons used that each 
fight remains fresh. And I dare you to name any 
other movie where a single man defeats six battle-
hardened gladiators in under 40 seconds. 

T h e movie certainly is violent but never 
cartoonish, and the dangers of swordplay are 
always seen as real, so the movie avoids the trap 
of becoming a completely mindless action movie. 

Crowe is superb as Maximus, and his ability to 
move from a cigarette company informant in last 
year 's The Insider to a swashbuckling hero dem-
onstrates what a fine actor he is. 

Phoenix carries the role of Commodus well — 
he 's anything but a one-dimensional villain, and 
occasionally you feel sorry for him because he 's 
hopelessly stuck in the rut of being a jerk. Despite 
his best attempts, he can't become a respectable 
leader like his father. 

Nielsen's Lucilla is somewhat perplexing. The 
audience never knows quite what to think of her . 

and her cloudy past relationship with Maximus 
only adds to the confusion. Hounsou's Juba has a 
fair amount of screen time, but it would have been 
more satisfying to see him actually bond and 
interact,more with Maximus. 

If anything in Gladiator comes close to equal-
ling the sheer coolness of the fight scenes, it's the 
visuals. Erom the costumes to the rebuilt ex-
panses of the Roman Empire, everything comes 
together to pull the audience into Rome, 180 A.I). 
Compared to the sparse elegance of the recent 
remake of Shakespeare's Titus Andronicus, Scott's 
vision of ancient Rome seems overcrowded, but 
the two interpretations work equally well. 

Gladiator, for all its brawls and rapid-fire vio-
lence, does in fact emotionally pull in the audi-
ence with excellent acting and a somewhat com-
pelling story. But if you're entertained even the 
slightest bit by people beating the hell out of each 
other, then the movie's action will eclipse every-
thing else — it's that intense. Ancient Rome has 
been forgotten in the epic movies of recent years, 
but with Gladiator it returns to leave its mark 
indelibly. 

NO BEATLES ADDED 

, direction 
drag out' 
Jett McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Subtlety is something a bit un-
dervalued in today's cinema. It's dif-
ficult to pull off, and rarely is there a 
marketable audience willing to think 
its # a y through an intensely subtle 
film. T h e trouble with delicacy is 
that too much emotion or sentimen-
tality can ruin it, but too little emo-
tion makes for a dead film. 

'the last 
September' 

Rating: * * 
(out of five) 

In theaters. 

The Last September, a sleepy pe-
riod piece set in Ireland in 1920, falls 
prey to this trap. Like the 1992 
Erench film Indochine, it's the story 
of a young girl falling in love and 
coming of age amidst the political 
turbulence of the film's setting. But 
September fails where Indochine suc-
ceeds — it never works out any 
proper balance between romance 
and history, and it certainly never 
allows the audience to become emo-

t iona l ly i nves t ed in 
what 's going on in the 
film. 

September deals with 
a s e t of uppe r - c l a s s 
"Anglo - I r i sh" colon-
ialists, the Irish-born 
class of British aristo-
crats w h o ruled Ireland 
on behalf of the British 
Empire. They look and 
sound English but con-
sider themselves Irish, 

which makes for several confusing 
moments. It's hard to remember who 
in the movie is Irish and who isn't. 

The coming-of-age part of the 
movie centers around Lois Earquar 
(Keeley Hawes), a 19-year-old Anglo-
Irish girl being courted by Gerald 
Colthurst (David Tennant), a Brit-
ish army captain. Gerald's in love 
with Lois, but I^ois isn't interested. 

Lois lives with her uncle, Richard 
Naylor (Michael Gambon), and his 
wife, Myra (Maggie Smith), on a 
large estate in County Cork. The 
family also has guests — Hugo and 
Erancie Montmorency (Lambert 
Wilson and Jane Birkin), and the 
s o m e w h a t outre Marda Norton 
(Fiona Shaw). 

The plot unfolds 
with a PAINFUL 
slowness ... you 
just want the 
movie to end so 
y o u c a n LEAVE. 

The plot that ensues isn't much; 
Lois falls in love with one of her 
childhood friends (who's turned out 
tqj>e an Irish freedom fighter) and 
has to confront the dilemma of lov-
ing someone she cannot have. 

As all this happens, Marda, a 
feisty, independent woman, inspires 
a wanderlust in Lois, who's growing 
weary of her provincial surround-
ings. 

T h e film isn't exactly ill-con-
ceived, though I must imagine that a 
film like this would be enormously 

See SEPTEMBER, l'aKe 14 
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Ian Svenonius of the Make Up climbs fans' shoulders at Lyle's April 20. 

Indie rockers shake Rice 
Robert Reichle 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Wash ing ton , D.C., gospe l 
rockers the Make Up visited Wee 
April 20 in. what is hopefully the 
beginning of a tradition of tour-
ing bands visiting campus. 

With opening bands Dub Nar-
cotic Sound System and the Sub 
Debs warming up the crowd at 
Lyle's in the basement of Ixwett 
College, the three nationally-tour-
ing bands drew a large crowd of 
Rice students and fans from all 
over Houston. 

Hie Sub Debs' stripped-down 
bass-and-guitar sound started off 
the evening. Dub Narcotic per-
formed next, with their hypnotic, 
groovy bass lines getting the au-
dience in gear. Finally, the Make 
Upturned the place crazy as lead 
singer Ian Svenonius (who sort 
of resembles the artist formerly 
known as Prince) yelped and 
jumped through a tight set. 

The show, arranged and pro-
moted by KTRU, provided Rice 
with a much-needed dose of indie 
rock. 



14 THK RICK THRKSHKR A R T S & E N V £ R T A I N l i f l E N T FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2000 

Brainfreeze 190 too cold to hold 
COURTESY ZACK ALLISON 

Sid Richardson College junior Bryan Blauvelt sings as Brainfreeze 190 plays Fitzgerald's April 19. The band, 
composed entirely of Rice students, played with the Custodians, another band with Rice students as members. 

Dl\()SAl A'S WERE WARM HUH>1)1-1) 

Hope it's 'The Last September' you ever see 
SEPTEMBER, from Page 13 
difficult to execute. It's hard to weave 
politics and personal growth together 
in a way that's neither incomprehen-
sible nor overcooked. Unfortunately, 
director Deborah Warner doesn't 
seem to have the skills to make this 
film come alive. 

Even at only 104 minutes, Septem-
ber drags. The plot unfolds with a 
painful slowness, and by the time you 
really get a sense of what's at stake, 
you no longer care about the charac-
ters — you just want the movie to end 
so you can leave. 

The film uses a lot of weird filters 
and close-up shots that make the on-
screen action seem tired and languid. 

And set to a sleepy score by usu-
ally good composer Zbigniew 
Pre i sne r (who wrote the 
sound t r acks to Krzysztof 
Kieslowski's Blue, White, Red 
triology), September is apt to make 
you doze off. 

It's not all bad, though. Hawes 
does an adequate job of portray-
ing I^ois, convincingly pulling off 
the emotional confusion the girl is 
trapped in. 

Veteran actress Smith is the 
best thing about this movie. Her 
role here reminded me a lot of her 
role in Tea With Mussolini—she's 
sharp-tongued, quick-witted and 
awfully snobby. Smith is a great 

actress, and my anticipation of her 
next line was what kept me paying 
attention. 

Shaw was also great as Marda. 
Her look fits the character perfectly, 
and she keeps her character together 
despite some emotional complexities 
that surface as the movie progresses. 

If you're very interested in the 
decolonialization of Ireland in the 
1920s, you may be interested in see-
ing The Last September. It's also some-
thing you should watch if you like 
Maggie Smith. But if you're more a 
fan of the trusty old British costume 
drama, shy away from The Last Sep-
tember and rent something based on 
an E.M. Forster novel. 

Buy a mind-expanding Mac. 

Get a memory-expanding deal. 

Now you can surf on the coolest computer and print in glorious color. At the 

same time, you can smile smugly about the terrific deal you got. Because if 

you buy a new iMac™ or iBook ™ computer between March 17th and June 

18th, along with an HP 800/900/1200 DeskJet Series color printer, you'll get a 

64MB memory upgrade- free. Which will let you keep more applications open 

at once. So stop in for all the details today 

— and start reveling in that warm feeling of self-satisfaction. 

Rice Campus Store 

6100 Main Street 

Houston. TX 77005 

713/3482537 

Authorized Reseller 
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The 'Boss' digs up, 
brushes off old tunes 
Lizzie Taishoff and Rob Gaddi 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAEE 

You might question why some of 
the dinosaurs of rock 'n' roll can still 
sell out show after show in city after 
city. On April 18, Bruce Springsteen 
and the E Street Band delivered the 
answer: They simply rook. 

Offering up a three-hour mara-
thon set, stopping only long enough 
for one song's applause to end be-
fore launching headlong irito an-
other, Springsteen proved that you 
don't need Ensure to enjoy middle 
age. 

bruce 
springsteen 

April 18 
Compaq Center 

From the beer-guzzling forty-
somethings all around us, it was clear 
that the Boss' popularity»spans sev-
eral generations. Most Wee students 
were scarcely out of the womb the 
last time members of this audience 
saw Springsteen. 

The show was not only older fans, 
however. Youths from all over 
seemed to have converged on the 
concert. Our section contained sev-
eral other college-aged men and 
women, with a smattering of yuppies 
in their mid-20s. 

Somehow, though, in the electri-
fied atmosphere of Compaq Center, 
age melted away and all that re-
mained was great music. On that 
score, Springsteen did not fail to 
impress. 

From a riveting "Atlantic City" to 
a rippin' "Badlands," Springsteen and 
the E Street Band each had their 
time to shine. Standing for the en-
tirety of the show with an occasional 
break for a slow song such as "The 
Ghost of Tom Joad," the audience 
kept its noise level high. Cries of 
"Bruce!"and wild yelps, shrieks and 
hand-clapping filled the arena.There 
was no doubt that something magi-
cal was happening. 

Taking on the voice of an evan-
gelical preacher midway through 
"Tenth Avenue Freeze-Out ," 
Springsteen promised the scream-
ing masses redemption through a 
rock 'n' roll "exorcism" and "bap-
tism" as he introduced the E Street 
Band. 

Springsteen's antics got a bit ri-
diculous at this point. He began to 

sing "Take Me to the River," made 
popular by theTalking Heads, to the 
tune of the Ike and Tina Turner clas-
sic "Rolling on the River" while still 
in the middle of 'Tenth Avenue 
Freeze-out." Interestingly, no one in 
the audience seemed to care that 
the lyrics did not fit with the tune. 
They were having too much fun. 

Clarance demons , the soul of 
the band, played a noodling saxo-
phone introduction on an extended 
version of "The River" that traveled 
from Houston to Asbury Park and 
back again. Nils Lofgren offered up 
his guitar genius on the crowd-
pleaser "Out in the Street," during 
which each member of the band took 
a vocal solo. 

The hallmark of the concert was 
incredible showmanship. Encores 
abounded, including the final num-
ber, which Clemons and guitarist 
Steven Van Zant pretended to coax 
the mock-reluctant Springsteen into 
performing. Fifty-year-old Spring-
steen remained onstage playing and 
singing his heart out long after most 
younger artists would have returned 
to the dressing room. 

With unbel ievable energy , 
whether jumping through the air 
with his guitar or sliding across the 
stage on his knees, Springsteen con-
nected with the audience. The crowd 
maintained its support through sheer 
noise, and their volume fed the band 
and its leader. 

Springsteen 
proved that you 
don't need 
ENSURE to enjoy 
middle age. 

From the driving gui tar of 
"Youngstown" to the quiet sentimen-
talism of "Thunder Road," a mix of 
old and new songs del ighted 
Springsteen's disparately aged fans. 

Withacareerspanningmore than 
30 years , it!s obvious that 
Springsteen has staying power. He 
appeals to both young and old fans 
with his energy, enthusiasm and love 
of his craft. And he truly is a master, 
taking six strings on a guitar and 
creating something amazing. At 
Compaq Center, Springsteen and the 
E Street Band put together a show 
not just showcasing old favorites, 
but restoring faith in the power of 
live music. 
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The 38th Annual Sts. Cyril & Methodius 

Slavic Heritage Festival ^ 
1 loustun 's Oldest lithnic Festival 

. 

& 
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S u n d a y , M a y 21, 2CHH), n o o n - 6 p.rft . 

U n i v e r s i t y of H o u s t o n A t h l e t i c s / ' A l u m n i C e n t e r 

3IIM) C u l l e n , I l o u s t o n , I X 
r $ ( t ickets: $3) 

sponso red by the 

Croatian, C/.ech, Polish,nmi Ukrainian 
Greater H o u s t o n t t h n i c C o m m u n i t i e s * . 

JOIN IN TIIK I UN!!!JOIN IN 11 IK l;UN!!!JOIN IN 11II l-UNM'JOIN IN IIIK FUNM'JOIN IN 11II I UN!!! j| 

G r a n d raff le pr ize : | 

Trip for 2 to Croat ia (air, meals , hotel) ' 

,US++++++++++++ +• 

P e r f o r m a n c e s by: Croa t i a ' s Folk Ensemble Filip Dcvic | 

+ + + + + + + + + + 4 + + P L U S + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

8 d o o r pr izes 

=============| ;QU AL5======== :====-

Lots of f u n for the en t i r e fami ly 

so 

C o m e join us! 

Mi |OIN IN IIII I I'N'MIOIN IN I MM UN»')l>IN IN Mil IUN!")OIN IN lllll UN"'|< >IN IN I III I UN'!' H 
cuasaa-a1 u h h h h h csc-e-ojhitxJMHMMiT-a-aaxHMIkhmmmhI: s j tc&s- j I c u s s c x r ? i : s - s u : c i i c - s h s - s - j k w 
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LIZZIE TAISHOFF/THRESHER 

Playwright Douglas Mitchell tells It like it is in his plays and real life. 

Mitchell discusses plays, life 
Lizzie Taishoff 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

"Twenty years my ass! I started 
teaching here in 1959," linguistics 
Lecturer Douglas Mitchell blurted 
out, correcting a press release abput 
him. The error is in a Rice Media 
Relations press release regarding a 
festival of six of Mitchell's plays at 
the Stages Repertory Theater, tak-
ing place over the next several week-
ends. Quite regular in appearance, 
with a contagious laugh and just a 
hint of white-in his salt-and-pepper-
hair, there is no sense from the out-
side that Mitchell is an accomplished 
polyglot, playwright and novelist. 

'I am one 
OUTSPOKEN SOn 
of a bitch.' 

"My characters act and react to 
ordinary situations in a totally irratio-
nal way. It's a function of language," 
explained Mitchell, who began writ-
ing in earnest at the age of 60. Now 70 
years old, he has often been asked 
why he took so long to start writing 
hisplays. "Ittookme 70years. Which 
is really the truth," Mitchell said. 
"These things have been going on in 
my head since I was a boy. All my life 
I've talked to myself consistently and 
all the time," Finally, the time came 
to write down what he was hearing in 
his head, he said. 

Mitchell described his plays as 
coming out of internal conflicts. "If I 
had my choice, I would be a combi-
nation of Chekov and Aristophanes," 
he said. In Anton Chekov, he sees a 
brilliant playwright who writes plays 
in which nothing happens. "It is 
about the development of the char-
acters and who they are," he noted. 
Rather than having plot and action 
for their own sake, Chekov investi-
gates the way characters relate to 
each other. As for Aristophanes, 
Mitchell considers him the greatest 
comedic writer of all time. 

There is not much action in 
Mitchell's plays, nor are there many 
props; he describes his style as 
"terse." Instead, Mitchell seeks to 
bring out the inner conflict people 
feel over ordinary subjects. 

"My plays are only about internal 
confrontations, that is ... when you 
want to do something and you don't 
want to do something. But most 
people are hopelessly unconscious 
and they don't know where they are 
anyway," he said. 

A prime example is >1// Wrapped, 
Up, written and directed by Mitchell, 
which will be performed today and 
tomorrow with another Mitchell 
play, Old Friends, at Stages Reper-
tory Theatre. It is the story of an old 
couple who receive a box in the mail. 
Their lives fall apart because the 
package is an unexpected intrusion 
into their ordered and mundane 
lives. Having no idea what to make 
of this strange event, they react irra-
tionally, because for Mitchell, "it's 
not about plot, it's about how people 
react to the world." 

Although relatively new to writ-
ing plays, Mitchell is associated with 
one of the preeminent modern play-
wrights, Edward Albee. Last week, 

Mitchell moderated Albee's talk at 
Rice about his work and his life. 
"He's a good friend of mine, we're 
very close friends," Mitchell said. 
Albee recently directed one of 
Mitchell's shows in the Netherlands. 
The two met well over 10 years ago, 
and after their meeting a friend of 
Mitchell's sent Albee a copy of 
Mitchell's "How to Bury a Child." 
Albee and Mitchell have since col-
laborated on productions of each 
other's works. 

Mitchell said he has 10 plays in 
the works now on his computer and 
even more brewing in his head. "I 
don't care how many plays I write," 
he said. "I just want to explain these 
opinions I have." 

But his first love is teaching. "I've 
been a linguist, a student, a terrific 
student and a great teacher," 
Mitchell said. He taught Rice's first 
introductory linguistics class, the 
first linguistics course ever offered 
here. And he thinks of his students 
as his friends because he can be so 
open with them. His specialty is an-
cient languages, and he has taught 
Sanskrit, Old English, Gothic, Old 
Icelandic, ancient Germanic lan-
guages and Middle English at Rice. 

When asked about the possibil-
ity of his teaching a class in writing 
plays within the next few years, 
Mitchell said, "I doubt the adminis-
tration would have me. I am one 
outspoken .son of a bitch." Mitchell 
does not have a favorable view of the 
administration, to put it mildly. 'The 
president's terrified of me," he stated. 

After all, he said, "How can you 
expect someone who is writing avant-
garde plays to be appreciated in an 
institution that specializes in the set-
ting forth of crystallized, dead infor-
mation?" As an example of the lack 
of understanding of the administra-
tion, Mitchell used the example of 

'You see, I have 
not gone into 
PLAYWRITING, 
playwriting has 
gone into ME.' 
the committee set up to examine 
theater's place at Rice. "I was not 
even asked to be on the committee 
and I am the only playwright on 
campus — one of the few people 
whose things are being done in mod-
ern literature. No, no. They didn't 
even ask my opinions." 

When asked about how many 
more plays he has in him, Mitchell is 
not specific. "You see, I have not 
gone into playwriting, playwriting 
has gone into me," he said. 

From the young man who grew 
up on a farm in Oklahoma, Mitchell 
has come far, and at the age of 70 he 
is just starting down the path of an-
other career. When asked about his 
motivations for teaching and writ-
ing, he answered simply, "I just want 
language to be heard. Look at a 
Beethoven sonata, it's nothing until 
someone plays it. Then you have 
two people in operation, Beethoven 
and the person who's playing it." For 
Mitchell, it is clear that this is just 
the beg inning of the mGsic. 

i\ nit Jh'I.L-0 ( 

Student artists unite for4 Check it Out' 
Nora Achrati 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

"Check It Out," the 37th an-
nual Rice student art exhibition, 
is currently showcasing selected 
works of art and art history ma-
jors who will "check out" at the 
end of the year. Samples from 
each graduating student's port-
folio are on display at the Rice Art 
Gallery in Sewall Hall. 

'check it out' 

Student art show 

Through May 13 at the 
Rice Art Gallery and the 

Rice Media Center. 
Admission is free. 

The exhibit, curated by former 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
Core Fellow Francesca Fuchs, 
represents the moods, attitudes 
and creative impulses of 14 Rice 
students—enough art to fill both 
of Sewall's galleries. 

In the main gallery, a clothing 
display designed by Brown Col-
lege senior Darshan Amrit and a 
continuous video loop produced 
by Hanszen College junior Pete 
Clarke are framed by a series of 
paintings, photographs and sculp-
tures. 

The small gallery display in-
cludes a sylvan floor lamp ar-
rangement by Will Rice College 
senior Casey Israel. 

Artwork by underclassmen art 
and art history students is also on 
display in the Rice Media Center. 
The exhibit is on display through 
May 13. 

mm 

PHOTOS BY NORA ACHRATI/THRESHER 
Above: Brown College senior Darshan Amrit arranges his untitled work, a 
series of suspended clothing items that double as bags. 
Below: Architecture graduate student Isabel Rios' Untitled 18 hangs in 
the main gallery. 
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RICE 
ALLIANCE 

forTE C H N O L O G Y ® n d 

E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P 

Business Plan Presentation Forum 
Saturday, May 6, 2000 9:00AM -1:30PM 

in McMurtry Auditorium, Duncan Hall 
Pre-register before May 3 at noon; wait-list registration will open at 8 a.m. 

The Business Plan Presentation Forum is an educational event 
designed to provide presenters with candid and constructive coaching 

" on the components of their business plans such as technical basis of the 
innovation, analysis of the innovation's market potential, and clarity of 
writing. Members of the Rice University community (i.e., students, 
faculty, staff, or alumni) were eligible to submit a business plan for 
possible presentation. Business plans had to be based on an engineer-
ing, science, or software innovation, or an e-commerce innovation. 

The screening was competitive (details of criteria for selection are 
listed at http://www.alliance.rice.ed/news). Presenters' names will be 
posted at the site April 29. The selected presenters will make oral pre-
sentations only; hard copies of business plans are not disseminated to 
the audience. Selection of a business plan for presentation does not 
indicate any recommendation by the Rice Alliance concerning its attrac-
tiveness as an investment opportunity nor does it connote that the plan 
is a viable investment opportunity. 

To pre-register for this event, visit http://www.alliance.rice.edu/rsvp/ 

T h e Rice Alliance for Technology & E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p is a bold new initiative by Rice 

Universi ty that jo ins the resources of the Brown School of Engineer ing . Jones (Graduate 

School of M a n a g e m e n t , and the VViess School of Na tu ra l Sciences. 

http://www.alliance.rice.ed/news
http://www.alliance.rice.edu/rsvp/
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Waiting til the 

to find a job? 

Good. That's all the time you need at thepavementcom 

Visit our site now. Register and submit your resume. Boom -- you' l l have access to 
thousands of entry-level positions nationwide. And everything to help you make that 
j ump into the real wor ld: apartment searches, city comparisons, deals on cars, 
financial advice, salary ranges and more. So visit thepavement.com. Tick, tick, tick... 

th^aMement.com 
jobs money apartments hit the world running 
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Summer reads 
Books to hold your interest and feed your brain 

Corey E. Devine 

With summer approaching, your thoughts may have turned 
away from intense mental work. However, we shouldn't completely 
forget there are things aside from the beach and lots of booze. 
Here's a summer reading list that includes some books everyone 
should read but might not have. Believe it or not, if you pick well, 
reading can be fun. ' 

camera by Terra Hudlow 
A labor of love 

A SEPARATE PEACE, 
BY JOHN KNOWLES 

SYNOPSIS 
Gene is a lonely, introverted in-

tellectual. Phineas is a handsome, 
taunting, daredevil athlete. What 
happens between them at school one 
summer during the early years of 
World War II is the subject of A 
Separate Peace. It has been a best 
seller for over 30 years and is one of 
the -most starkly moving parables 
ever written, il-
lustrat ing the 
dark forces that 
brood over the 
tortured world 
of adolescence. 

COMMENTARY 
Th i s is a 

great book for a 
quick and easy 
read, but that's 
not to say the 
book has no 
meaning. 

It's an impor-
tant social 
drama about life 
dur ing World 
War II, and it 
offers some in-
s igh ts into 
b o a r d i n g 
school life. It's 
a fun read, but it 
still has a 
p u r p o s e . Y o u 
may have read 
it in high 
school, but dust 
it off and look at 
it in a new light. 

ALL THE KING'S MEN 
BY ROBERT PENN WARREN 

SYNOPSIS 
Jack Burden is a former newspa-

perman who learns from Gov. Willie 
Stark the extent to which flowers 
grow in manure and that in man's 
fallen state, good must come from 
evil. Based on the life of Huey Ixing, 
Stark is one of American literature's 
great creations. The book won a 
Pulitzer Prize' in 1947. ** 

COMMENTARY 
If you missed out on a political 

science internship this summer, you 
can still do some great reading. This 
book provides interesting insight 
into some government workings 
without being boring. The plot is 
well-developed, and the characters 
are dynamic and believable. 

THE FOUNTAINHEAD 
BY AYN RAND 

SYNOPSIS 
The Fountainhead is the story of 

a gifted young architect, his violent 
battle with conventional standards, 
and his explosive love affair with the 
beautiful woman committed to de-
stroying him. 

Howard Roark, expelled from 
school, mocked at parties and in 
print, perseveres in the face of near-
universal derision. Peter Keating, 
the most sought-after architect of 
the day and Roark's antagonist, 
knows nothing about actually de-
signing buildings. In his fight for 
success, Roark discovers the seduc-
tive power of money and acclaim 
only to decide that he must be true 
to his own genius. 

COMMENTARY 
Unless you have many spare 

hours this summer—say 200 — you 

may not want to undertake this book. 
However, The Fountainhead has 
been called one of the most influen-
tial pieces of literature written in 
recent-times. The book absorbs the 
reader. The plot is surprising and 
very involved. In the end, Rand sheds 
a little light on an ideology different 
from the one most people hold. 

THE SECRET HISTORY 
BY DONNA TARTT 

SYNOPSIS 
A too-smart-

for-his-own-good 
Californian re-
treats to the pic-
turesque colle-
giate bliss of a 
small school in 
Vermont. 

He then be-
comes fast 
f r iends with a 
group of five 
cliquish students 
who are devoting 
themse lves to 
the study of an-
cient Cireek. It 
sounds Rice-y, 
but not thrilling. 
W a i t , t h e r e ' s 
more .... 

Then, for rea-
sons that aren't 
made clear until 
the end, they 
murder one of 
their f r iends , 
pushing him off 
a cliff during a 
pleasant nature 
walk on a Sunday 
morningin Febru-
ary. 

The Secret History is a mystery 
without retreating to the Agatha 
Christie "whodunit" format. You 
know who the murderers are from 
Page 1. The more interesting ques-
tion is why they did it. 

COMMENTARY 
In this sharply written and ab-

sorbing novel, Tartt makes her writ-
ing debut impressively. The charac-
ters are fascinatingly drawn. (They 
remind^ou of people you know, es-
pecially at Rice.) The plot moves 
fantastically at the beginning and 
only slows about two-thirds of the 
way through. 

The prose itself is the best part: 
taut and clever, erudite without be 
ing obnoxious, serious without be-
ing self-important. It's what college 
should have been like, only smarter 
and more nasty. 

MICROSERFS 
BY DOUGLAS COUPLAND 

SYNOPSIS 
In the mid-'90s, a couple of 

Microsoft twenty- and thirty-some-
thing programmers realize they 
don't have lives — and decide to get 
them. 

As narrator Daniel and his friends 
form a little startup software com-
pany, they discover the nature of 
love and the meaning of family — 
though never in such syrupy terms. 

COMMENTARY 
Coupland's pop culture-smart 

novel is always wry and funny — and 
sometimes genuinely moving. The 
author of Generation Xhas produced 
a book that accurately dissects geek 
culture and makes the rest of us 
laugh. It should be required reading 
for all Computer Science majors — 
especially the ones who haven't 
picked up a book since HUMA 101. 

Baker College sophomore Allie King paints a cow for a beef-eating awareness booth at the Earth 
Day Festival held in the Ray Courtyard on April 20. The cow, much to King's disappointment, 
mysteriously disappeared after the festival. She says she hopes someone is making good use of 
her bovine creation. 

DR. BILL WILSON STUDENT INITIATIVE 
GRANT! 

The first award for the Dr. Bill Wilson Student Initiative Grant will be made in the 
fall 2000 semester. The fund will provide support for an innovative or entrepreneurial 
student project to improve student activities or campus life. Be creative: this can be 
seed money for projects such as upgrading lighting or sound equipment at one of the 
colleges in support of college theatre, or start a new enterprise such as The 
Undergrounds, or provide assistance for the start of a new student organization. 
Proposals will be accepted in September 2000. The award is approximately $5500. 
Any Rice student may submit a proposal. 

YOU KNOW THAT FRIEND 
W H O ALWAYS SAYS, 

"I CAN MAKE 
A BETTER SHOW 

THAN THIS"? 
H E J U S T DID. 

Tune into Nibblebox.com for the most cutting edge, innovative and 

irreverent entertainment. All created by students, with the help of 

some of the hottest names in the film and television industry like 

John Leguizamo, Doug Liman and Steven Soderbergh. 

n i b b l & b o x 
entertainment bytes 

www.nibblebox.com 

http://www.nibblebox.com


Page 18 

Thresher Sports 
THE RICE THRESHER J L 

Friday, April 28 , 2 0 0 0 

Sunidh Jani 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary-

Houston needs to play 
coolest game on ice 

Houston needs a hockey team. A real hockey team, 
as in an NHL team. Why? Because I walked into lunch 
the o ther day, plopped down next to my fried some-
thing-or-other and casually asked a fellow grease-
monger w h e t h e r he 'd seen the 
playoff g a m e last night. 

"Naw, man. Who won?" "Well, 
the Fens killed the Caps 7-0. And 
get this — the g a m e was in D.C." 
All 1 got was an empty stare, an 
apparent end to the conversation. 

Now, hockey is an extremely 
exciting sport to watch, but people 
around he re may tell you that 
watching it is not all it's cracked 
up to be. Don't listen to them — 
they've never been. And how could hockey possibly not 
be fun? It's fast, it's on ice, it has skates, sticks and a 
rock-hard puck, and it's the most violent sport this side 
of football. Combine this with increased scoring, cross 
checks into the glass and a good dose of fisticuffs and 
brawls, and you have yourself all the necessary 
components for a mighty entertaining evening. 

But hockey still receives little to no coverage this far 
south. T h o u g h expected, this resul ts f rom a combina-
tion of th ree h u g e problems. T h e first is opportunity. 
Since we Houstonians see snow and ice as often as 
the Cubs smell a World Series, playing hockey in the 
backyard is not as easy as shoot ing hoops or tossing a 
baseball a round. While most ne ighborhoods have at 
least a couple of hoops, an open field on which to play 
football or soccer and somet imes even a softball 
diamond, nary a one h a s a pond or an ice rink. And 
even if one d o e s have a pond, it's more a water hazard 
than a potential hockey arena because we don't 
exactly get a lot of freezing temperatures . 

T h e second major problem is that the NHL is, like 
soccer, still a "foreign" sport compet ing with the 
traditional "American" sports of baseball, football and 
basketball . Its season s tar ts during football and the 
Fall Classic, compe tes with the NBA through the 
winter and then concludes its losing battle by holding 
its playoffs at the same time as the NBA postseason 
and the beginning of baseball season. While the NBA 
has NBC on Sundays and T N T and TBS during prime 
time, the NHL has FSFN2 at 9:30 on Tuesday nights. 

Hockey does, however, have great fans. T h e 
far ther north you go, the more you find rabid fans 
who love their hockey. Our fr iends across the 
nor thern bo rde r in Toronto and Montreal always have 
great support , as do cities such as Boston. And when 
southern cities in Texas , Arizona, California and 
Florida finally got their teams, the fans' hockey 
knowledge skyrocketed and the arenas sold out. 

And that 's Houston 's third problem — without an 
NHL team, fans will not learn or watch hockey. And 
because local media gives hockey cursory coverage at 
best, even those fans who want to follow the sport don't 
get a real chance, the advent of the Internet notwith-
standing. Throw in the fact that Houstonians ip general 
barely deserve to be called fans, and you can see why 
bringing a team here would be a hard sell. 

But now, with the NHL playoffs shift ing into high 
gear , is the c h a n c e to try. Sure, five of the eight ser ies 
were ei ther four-game sweeps or finished 4-1. But the 
o ther th ree had the t rue playoff "feel" — the excite-
ment, the intensity and the pressure that make a true 
sports situation, one that compels people to watch an 
event in which they have no passing interest. 

I l i e playoffs are the real season, the time goalies 
make the goals twice as small, when the hits are twice as 
hard and the slap shots are twice as fast. 'Hie playoffs are 
the time when the crowds are in a frenzy from the* * 
opening drop of the puck to the final sound of the horn. 
Why all the fuss? To drink from L>rd Stanley's famous 
goblet, the most hallowed of all sports trophies. 

T h e Toron to /Ot t awa ser ies was dabbed the Battle 
of Canada and it gave us a taste of what NHL hockey 
can reijjly be like. Well, the defending Stanley Cup 
Champions — J h e Pal las Stars —are just a few short 
hours away from here. If Houston/ ;ver gets an NHL 
team, the Battle of Texas could become a reality. Aift 
I kpow I'd be watching. 

Sunidh Jani is a Sid Richardson College junior. 
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SONJA GEE/THRESHER 

Junior reliever Philip Barzilla throws a pitch in Rice's 7-6 win over ninth-ranked University of Houston Wednesday. The win was 
Rice's first in three meetings over the Cougars this year. Additionally, the Owls have won six in a row and 10 of their last 11. 

Red-hot Owls face year's longest layoff 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e Rice baseball team is clearly play-
ing as well as, if not significantly bet ter 
than, it has all season. T h e last thing the 
Owls need right now is a 10-day, momen-
tum-halting break. Or is it? 

Following a two-game non-conference 
ser ies against Dallas Baptist University 
tonight and tomorrow, the Owls will t ake ' 
10 days off for final exams — their long-
est break of the season — before return-
ing to action" May 10-11 against South-
west Texas State University. 

-Rice en te r s this weekend ' s se r ies 
having won six in a row, 10 out of 11 and 
15 of 18. 'ITie Owls are also 9-3 in their 
last Western Athletic Confe rence 
games, a run that has moved them to 
within jus t two g a m e s of co- leaders 
Fresno State University and San Jose 
State University. 

With the team finally start ing to play 
up to its potential, it s e e m s almost unfor-
tunate that the long layoff could put an 

abrupt stop to Rice's momen tum. 
But the Owls don't think they'll have 

a hard t ime get t ing back in the swing of 
th ings following the break. 

"It's not going to be a concern," junior 
third baseman Matt Fox said. "We've 
realized what it takes and what we have 
to do to win games. It's clicked a little bit 
on what we have to do to play good ball, 
and I don't think we'll forget someth ing 
like that. 

"I^ast year we took a big break and 
came back and picked up right whe re we 
left off. I'm not too worried about it and I 
don't think anyone else is." 

In fact, the break might actually help 
the Owls get completely healthy for the 
stretch run. At the top of that list is senior 
center fielder Jason Gray, who missed a 
game last weekend with a recurr ing ham-
string problem. 

Though he has since re turned to ac-
tion, the extra time off will help Gray, 
who seems to have finally awakened from 
his month-long slump, fully recover. 

In addi t ion, Rice 's s t a r t i ng pitch-

e r s , espec ia l ly j un io r Kenny B a u g h 
and s e n i o r M a r c Gwyn, h a v e r a c k e d 
up the i nn ings and cons i s ten t ly t h r o w n 
a n y w h e r e f r o m 110 to 140 p i t c h e s pe r 
s ta r t . o 

T h o u g h both admit that they a re du-
r a b l e t n o u g h to pitch that much on a 
regular basis, the re ' s no doubt t he t ime 
off will be beneficial. 

"I think our pitchers, by this week-
end, are going to need the rest ," head 
coach Wayne Graham said. "They've had 
a lot of innings, the front-line s tar ters . 
And I think that rest should be good for 
them." 

T h o u g h the team can' t officially prac-
tice until May 8, Graham said the players 
will likely work out on their own. And 
when they get back, h e said the coaching 
staff will make sure the Owls are ready to 
return to action. 

"They've got to work out on their 
own, and I think these guys will try to 
stay on top of their game," Graham said. 
"And we will surely have two in t rasquads 

See BASEBALL, from Page 21 

Track teams remain solid on road to WAC 
Hurd shines in long jump debut; men, women rack up 16 top three finishes 

by Ryan Keedy 
THRESHER STAFF 

T h e m e n ' s and w o m e n ' s ou tdoor 
t rack and field t eams improved by pro-
v e r b i a l l e a p s and b o u n d s a t l a s t 
weekend ' s Texas Christian University 
Invitational in Fort Worth , combining 
for a whopping 16 top th ree f inishes, 
including five in first place. 

Not only did athletes from both teams 
who excelled earlier in the year continue 
to ge t be t te r , but t he m e n ' s squad 
stumbled upon a new weapon who will 
be an asset for the rest of the year. 

Freshman Jeremy Hurd, who came 
out of spring football drills*as Rice's No. 1 
quarterback going into next season, tried 
his hand at the long jump last weekend 
and dazzled everyone with the strength of 
his first performance of the year. 

With the help of favorable winds, Hu 
provisionally qualified for the NCAA 
Championships with a leap of 25-6, the 
best jump by an Owl this year and the 
11th best in the country. 

"I told my other jumpers I was going 
to run them all through spring football 

drills," head coach - Ray Davidson jok-
ingly told the Houston Chronicle. "But 
this does show what a great athlete Jer-
emy is. He has run about a 4.45 in the 40." 

Sophomore Aimee Teter is also set a 
Rice record on he r way to first place in 
the 800-meter run. Teter is finished in 2 
minutes, 7.93 seconds to bring he r within 
just a second of qualifying for the NCAA 
Championships. 

'We will only get better. 

We are right where we 

want to be.' 
1 — Aimee Teteris 
Sophomore runner 

as pretty happy with how I ran," 
Teter is said. "I am never completely sat-
isfied with races, though, if I don't run 
fast enough to qualify for nationals." 

Senior M a r g a r e t Fox and jun io r 

LaKeisha Robertson also spent thei r fair 
sha re of t ime on the podium thanks to 
outs tanding per formances . 

Robertson and Fox finished first and 
second in the 200-meter dash with just 
0.34 seconds separat ing them. T h e two 
then finished in a dead heat to tie for 
second in the 100 in 11.75 seconds . 

T h e dynamic duo also teamed up with 
j u n i o r s K o n n e t t M a y s and B e n e c i a 
Newhouse to finish second in the 400-
meter relay. 

"While I was pleasgd with many of the 
per formances this weekend, I believe 
there is stilj room for improvement ," Fox 
said. "1 felt pretty good in my races but I 
know I can do"much better." 

Senior.Kari Vigerstol got Rice's third 
victory of the day by taking the 1,500-
meter run. 

As the women continue to improve 
their t imes and marks, winning a third 
Western Athletic Conference Champion-
ship of the year looks less like wishful 
thinking and more like money in the bank. 

"Everyone has been compet ing very 
well the past few weeks, and we will only 

See TRACK, Page 21 
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There are two sides to every WAC Tournament story 
Women expect to 
contend for crown 

by Eric Raub 
T H R K S H K K S T A R -

If you were looking for a women's 
tennis player this past week, the two v 

best places to search were the li-
brary and the tennis courts. 

When the Owls haven't been hit-
ting the books — which isn't very 
often they've been hitting the 
courts in preparation for the biggest 
event of the season: this weekend's 
Western Athletic Conference Tour-
nament in Fort Worth. 

Despite the academic pressures 
that come with the final two weeks 
of classes, the Owls feel good head-
ing into the tournament that has 
been circled on their calendars since 
the beginning of the year. 

"We're doing pretty well," head 
coach Paul Blankenship said. "We've 
got a tremendous amount of aca-
demic work going on right now." 

But they have been able to main-
tain their focus on tennis at the same 
time. With the knowledge that they 
have a good shot at surviving at least 
the first round of the WAC Tourna-
ment —and possibly making a more 
significant run — the Owls are 
champing at the bit to get the tour-
ney started. 

"They're tremendously eager," 
Blankenship said. "It's been a trait of 
thisgroup all along. They're remark-
ably sharp." 

One of the main reasons Rice is 
so confident heading into the tour-
nament is that its first round oppo-
nent will be Southern Methodist 
University. The Owls, ranked No. 61 
in the country, beat the 68th-ranked 
Mustangs 6-3 April 9. 

' You get on a roll, and 
you can win the 
tournament. I've seen 
it happen before.' 

— Paul Blankenship 
Head coach 

Should Rice beat SMU, the road 
to the WAC Championship would 
only get harder with a likely second-
round matchup against the Univer-
sity of Tulsa, ranked No. 26. The 
Golden Hurricane beat Rice 6-3 Feb. 
13, but the Owls think theyVe a much 
different team now than they were 
two and a half months ago. 

'That 's fine. You're going to have 
to beat them sooner or later, might 
as well be sooner," Blankenship said. 
"They're good — we have a lot of 
respect for them — but I think when 
we played them we weren't hitting 
on all our cylinders." 
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Freshman Jerilynn Gonzales, who has shined at the No. 5 singles spot this 
year, and the women's tennis team have high hopes for this weekends's 
Western Athletic Conference Championships. 

Tulsa has been somewhat of a 
surprise this season, rising from an 
initial ranking of No. 60 to being on 
the cusp of the Top 25. But while the 
Owls have just recently re-entered 
the national rankings, they believe 
the matchup would be a good one. 

"We played them at the begin-
ning of the season [and] we weren't 
really at the level we're at now," 
freshman Jerilynn Gonzales said. 
"We've improved and I'm sure Tulsa 
has improved." 

The conference gets no easier 
after Tulsa, with 24th-ranked Texas 
Christian University and its home 
court advantage and 38th-ranked 
Fresno State University. 

But the Owls know that if a couple 
of things go their way and they can 
build some momentum, they could 
be primed for a long tourney run. 

"If we could pull it off [and beat 
Tulsa], it would give us a lot of con-
fidence," Blankenship said. "You get 
on a roll, and you can ^vin the tourna-
ment. I've seen it happen before." 

But while it's exciting to imag-
ine how much this team can accom-
plish, Blankenship said for now, 
Rice is concerned only with SMU. 

"We're taking it one match at a 
time," Blankenship said. "We're cer-
tainly not thinking a whole lot about 
[Tulsa]. We're thinking about SM U." 

Coming off disappointing campaign, 
men view bracket more realistically 

by Eric Raub 
I HK I SHI'.K S T A R 

In addition to having one win over 
the Mustangs already under their 
belts, the Owls can take comfort in 
the knowledge that they are very 
close to finally having a completely 
healthy team. 

Senior Charlotte Feasby has been 
playing very well since returning 
from a knee injury that kept her out 
of action for a month. Feasby's 
doubles partner, sophomore Erin 
Waters, has been bothered by an 
Achilles' tendon injury and has been 
taking it easy in practice. She is ex-
pected to play, in the tournament. 

"Erin hasn't been able to work 
out," Blankenship said. "Hopefully, 
she hasn't lost much conditioning." 

Something to watch will be the 
way Rice fares at the bottom of its 
lineup, namely at the No. 5 and 6 
singles spots and the No. 3 doubles 
spot. The Owls are 18-7 in the fifth 
and sixth singles positions when they 
are occupied by Gonzales and sopho-
more Natalie Briaud, and the pair has 
gone 7-3 at the third doubles spot. 

They are equally strong at the 
top, with senior File Lewis and 
Feasby representing a strong one-
two punch at the top of the lineup. 
The two shocked TCU two weeks 
ago by taking upsets over the No. 46 
and 63 singles players in the country 
at the top two singles spots. 

Forgive the men's tennis team 
for going into this weekend's West-
ern Athletic Conference Tournament 
a little less than optimistic. It's just 
that with the way this disappointing 
season has gofie, the Owls are mucl^* 
more'inclined to look at things real-
istically. 

Rice enters this weekend's tour-
nament at Fort Worth at 15-12 and in 
fifth place in the six-team WAC. The 
Owls, who,will face the University of 
Tulsa in the first round, are not ex-
pecting to storm through the bracket 
with a flurry of miracles. 

But they do enter the matchup 
with the Golden Hurricane knowing 
they have nothing to lose. 

'That's pretty much the situa-
tion," senior Robert Collins said. 
"Conference tournament, now or 
never. We're just looking forward to 
it at the moment. I wouldn't put 
money on us, but whatever happens, 
happens." 

It's no secret that the odds are 
heavily stacked against the Owls. 
Collins, the team's No. 1 singles 
player and a member of Rice's top 
doubles team, was forced to miss 
some practice time this week with 
chronic patellar tendinitis. 

His status for this weekend is still 
undetermined. 

"At the moment I'm expecting to 
play," Collins said. "I wouldn't bank 
on me playing, but I'm definitely 
traveling [to Fort Worth]." 

With the possibility of Collins be-
ing out of action, or at least at less 
than 100 percent, the Owls will have 
to be creative in the formation of 
their three doubles teams and with 
the order of their singles lineup. 

7 wouldn't put money 
on us, but whatever 
happens, happens.' 

— Robert Collins 
Senior tennis player 

An additional challenge will be. 
the fact that the Owls have the mis-
fortune oTplaying in a brutal league, 
with three teams ranked in the top 
15 in the country, led by Fresno 
State University (22-3) at No. 11. 

Southern Methodist University 
(19-4) is rauked 13th and boasts the 
No. 17 singles player in Toby 
Hannson, while No. 14Texas Chris-
tian University has the No. 7 singles 
player in the nation, Esteban Carril. 

But the good news for the Owls is 
that they don't have to worry about 
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Robert Collins 

facing one of the three juggernauts 
just yet. Instead, they draw 55th-
ranked Tulsa, a team they lost to 5-2 
on April 15 in a match (he Owls felt 
they should've won. 

"We could've beaten them here." 
head coach Ron Smarr said. "We 
had three three-set matches [and] 
many of the matches we were ahead 
in. It's a match we're really looking 
forward to." 

But should the Owls get their 
revenge against the Golden Hurri-
cane, they admit that they're not too 
hopeful about their chances in the 
second round and beyond. 

"It's the only one we're looking 
at, really," Smarr said. "It's a tough 
league. Even though there's only six 
teams in it, it's very tough." 

But the Owls may be selling them-
selves short. They were thoroughly 
trounced by SMU and TCU, but 
they've been playing well recently. 

Freshman Matthias Mathaes has 
proven to be as talented as the Owls 
expected at the top of the lineup, and 
sophomore Prakash Venkataraman 
continues to play well after return-
ing from an ankle injury. 

Additionally, the team's 15-12 
record hides the fact that many of 
the losses were close and may have 
even gone the other way had it not 
been for injuries and inconsistency. 

"VVe lost 12 this year," Smarr said. 
"Of the 12 we lost, though, we 
could've won four or five of them, 
even with the injuries." 

A first-round win over Tulsa 
would give Rice momentum head-
ing into the second round, where 
the Owls could give one of the pow-
erhousf teams a run for its money. 

Realistically, however, the Owls 
say they expect little in the form of 
miracles from a season that has pro-
vided few. 

At the same time, they also real-
ize they won't be facing Andre Agassi 
or Pete Sampras but college level 
players like themselves. 

"They're not any better than we 
are," Venkataraman said. "If they 
were, they would be out playing on 
the circuit." 

Summer Storage? 

BULLSEYE 
j S f l STORAGE 
V S T 7 1 3 - 5 2 4 - 8 9 0 0 

www.bullseyestorage.com 

0 * Close By 

& Great Price-

RICE S t u d e n t s 
2 0 % OFF 

1 st T w o M o n t h ' s R e n t 

From $45/Month 

e r Brand New 

B f Climate Control 

EfviSA/MC/AX 
Space is limited - call today for reservations! 

2505 Southwest 
Frwy. 

(between Kirby & 
Greenbriar, next to 

IHOP) 

If 
SUMMMER JOBS 

IN THE 
STUDENT CENTER 

Are you looking for a job for the summer? Come work at the Student 
Center in the following areas: Information Desk, Office Assistant, and/or 
Webmaster! 

Email Paul J. Sutera, Assistant Director at Sutera@RICE.EDU or 
pick-up an application at the Student Ceijler today! 

Why work at the Student CenteF^uring the suirtmer? 
1. You will be part oT a great team; ^ ' t 
2. No experience necessary. We will train you! 
3. Extra pocket money; 
4. You pick your own hours! 

http://www.bullseyestorage.com
mailto:Sutera@RICE.EDU
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
april 21-26 

BASEBALL 

HOUSTON 6 RICE 7 

Houston (30-14) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Nance dh 4 
Melebeck ss4 
Schweitzer If5 
Lee rf 5 
Woodwrd l b 5 
Caraway 3b -1 
Wilken c 5 
Allen 2b 5 
Pekar cf 4 
Totals 41 

Score by Innings 
Houston 200 000 211 
Rice 020 003 20X 

Rice (29-19) 
Name (pos) AB 
Smith 2b 3 
Gray cf 3 
Ackal rf 4 
Arnold ss 3 
Sprrng l b / p 3 
Adler dh 3 
Michaelis l b l 
Van Noy If 2 
Ghutzman c 1 
Lukin c 3 
Fox 3b 4 
Totals 30 

R H E 
6 14 1 
7 9 4 

H Bl 

0 
1 
1 
0 
1 
2 
0 
1 

0 0 0 
1 2 3 
0 12 
7 9 6 

E — Melebeck (14), Smith (5), Ackal (1), Lukin (6). 
Fox (11); DP — Houston 2, Rice 1; LOB — Houston 
12, Rice 5; 2B — Melebeck 2(19), Pekar (3), Ackal 
|4), Fox (9); HR — Lukin (2); SB — Ackal (5). 
Arnold (6); CS — Nance (1); SH — Van Noy (6); SF 
— Sperring (1) 

Houston 
Sykes 
Dieudonne 
Torina 
Runser 
Rice 
Gonzalez 
Barzilla 
Sperring 
Gwyn 

Win —_Bar?illa 3-0: Loss — Sykes 3-3: Save — Gwyn 
. 2); WP — Torina (3); HBP — by Gonzalez (Nance), 
by Sykes (Gray) 

IP H R ER BB SO 

5.2 5 4 4 2 4 
1.0 3 3 3 1 1 
0.1 0 0 0 0 1 
1.0 1 0 0 0 0 

2.0 3 2 1 1 0 
4.1 5 1 1 1 2 
1.1 5 2 1 0 0 
1.1 1 1 0 1 0 

Attendance — 2,672 

HAWAII 0 RICE 4 

Hawaii (22-25, 9-12) 
N a m e ( p o s ) A B R H B l 

Mitchell rf 4 
Purtell 2b 3 
Aloy l b 4 
Kimura dh 4 
Wakakuwa c 4 
Pico SS 1 
Rif.hi-irds ss 1 
'Jgwa ph/ss 2 
Martines If 3 
Sclabrini 3b 3 
Baker cf 2 
Chan ph 0 
Jackson cf 1 0 0 0 

0 2 
0 0 
0 1 
0 2 
0 0 
0 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 3 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

Rice (28-19, 13-10) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl 
Smith 2b 4 1 1 0 
Roman If 
Arnold ss 
Gray cf 
Scott dh 
Ackal rf 
Sperring l b 
Lukin c 
Fox 3b 
Totals 

1 1 0 
2 1 
0 1 
0 0 
2 1 
1 0 
1 0 
1 1 
9 4 

Totals 32 0 9 0 

Score by innings R H E 
Hawaii 000 000 000 — 0 9 4 
Rice 100 110 01X — 4 9 0 

E — Wakakuwa (9), Pico ( l i ) , Richards (1), 
Martines (3): DP — Hawaii 1, Rice 1; LOB — Hawaii 
6, Rice 8: 2B — Mitchell (3), Scalabrini (7), Smith 
(14), Arnold 2(18), Sperring (3), Lukin (7); HR — 
Ackal (3): SB —Scalabr in i , <4), Mitchell (4), 
Scalabrini (1); SH — Purtell (2); SF — Gray (3) 

IP H R ER BB SO 
Hawaii 
Snider 7.1 9 4 3 1 2 
Yamashita 0.2 0 0 0 0 2 
Rice 
Baugh 9.0 9 0 0 0 10 

Win — Baugh 8-2: Loss — Snider 6-8; Save — None; 
PB — Lukin (6) 

Attendance — 1,714 

HAWAII 3 RICE 7 

Hawaii (22-24, 9-11) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Mitchell rf 4 1 2 1 
Purtell 2b 2 
Aloy l b 4 
Kimura dh 4 
Wakakuwa c4 
Martines If 3 
Sclabrini 3b 4 
Pico ss 4 
Baker cf 3 

Rice (27-19,12-10) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl 

Totals 32 3 8 

Smith 2b 4 
Van Noy cf 3 
Ackal rf 4 
Arnold ss 4 
Sprring l b / p 4 
Adler dh 3 
Michaelis l b l 
Lukin c 4 
Fox 3b 4 
Roman If 3 
Totals 34 7 10 5 

Score by innings R H E 
Hawaii 000 000 030 — 3 8 0 
Rice 040 000 03X — 7 12 2 

E — Lukin(5). Fox (10); DP — Hawaii 1, Rice 4; LOB 
— Hawaii 5, Rice 8, 2B — Sperring (2), Lukin (6), 
Fox (8); SB —Purtel l (2); CS— Fox (3); SF — Van 
Noy (2) 

Hawaii 
Ho 
Garrick 
Jones 
Yamashita 
Olivera 
Lee 
Rice 
Skaggs 
Barzilla 
Sperring 

IP 

2.0 
4,2 
0.1 
0.0 
0 . 1 

0.2 

7.1 
0.0 
1.2 

H R ER BB SO 

Win — Skaggs8-2; Loss— Ho6-7; Save— Sperring 
(2); WP — Ho 3(6); HBP — by Ho (Ackal), by 
Skaggs (Purtell) 

Attendance — 1,610 

HAWAII 3 RICE 7 

o.o 
0 0 

Hawaii (22-23, 9-10) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Mitchell rf 5 0 2 1 
Baker cf 4 
Nogawa ph 1 
Wkaku'wa 2b3 
Kimura l b 4 
Bock dh 4 
Martines If 4 
Aoki c 4 
Sclabrini 3b 3 
Pico SS 4 

Rice (26-19,11-10) 

Totals 36 3 10 3 

Name (pos) ABR H Bl 
Smith 2b 5 1 2 0 
Gray cf 3 1 2 0 
Van Noy pr/cfO 1 0 0 
Arnold ss 5 1 3 1 
Roman If 4 1 0 0 
Adler dh 3 0 1 2 
Ackal rf 4 2 3 1 
Sperring l b 4 0 2 2 
Lukin c 3 0 0 0 
Fox 3b 3 0 0 1 
Totals 34 7 13 7 

Score by innings R H E 
Hawaii 001 100 100 — 3 10 1 
Rice O i l 100 40X — 7 .13 0 

E — Aloy (4); DP — Rice 1, LOB — Hawaii 8, Rice 
9; 2B — Pico (5), Arnold (16), Ackal (3); 3B — 
Arnold (2); SH — Gray (9); SH — Van Noy (5), 
Roman (1); SF — Adler (2), Fox (2) 

IP 

tr X
 ER BB SO 

Hawaii 
Aloy 6.1 11 7 6 2 3 
Lee 1.1 2 0 0 0 0 
Pribble 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 
Rice 
Gwyn 8.0 10 3 3 2 8 
Barzilla 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 

Win — Gwyn 5-6; Loss — Aloy 6-4; Save — Barzilla 
(3) 

Attendance — 2,137 

WAC STANDINGS 

(first record is conference, second is overall; records 
are through April 26) 

Fresno State 1 4 - 7 3 3 - 1 2 
San Jose State 1 4 - 7 29 - 1 6 
Rice 13 - 1 0 29 -19 
Texas Christian 9 - 1 1 1 8 - 2 7 
Hawaii 9 - 1 2 2 2 - 2 5 
Hawaii-Hilo 6 - 1 8 1 5 - 2 8 

Smallwood also gets WNBA tryouts 
WNBA, from Page 1 
their ability to play two, positions. 
While Brumfield played mostly 
shooting guard for Rice, her best 
chance with the Lynx might be at 
point guard because she's just 5-
foot-9. 

"Maria handles the ball well, sees 
the floor and is willing to do things 
teams ask of her," Rice head coach 
Cristy McKinney said. "Obviously 
she can score, but I feel that Maria 
can be a team player more than other 
players in that league. Minnesota 
doesn't have an established point 
guard on the roster and their coach 
is defensive-minded. He's going to 
love the way she plays defense." 

'Just to have them 
drafted is tremendous. 
... This proves you can 
go to Rice University 
and have a professional 
basketball career.' 

— Cristy McKinney 
Head coach 

Jordan's best shot at making the 
Seattle ro&gj: might come from her 
ability to play both small and power 
forward. 

"I've talked to one of Seattle's 
coaches before and they like Kirra," 

COURTESY RICE SID COURTESY RICE SID 

Maria Brumfield 

McKinney said. "They have a couple 
of veteran players Kirra can play 
under and learn under. She will have 
to improve her perimeter skills to be 
a small forward, but she can battle 
with most of the power forwards in 
the league^ Whether she makes the 
roster will depend on personnel. 

"But Kirra is very talented and 
has a great shot, as does Maria. I 
think their coaches will appreciate 
them. They're very coachable and 
both have a great work ethic." 

Jordan, who is coming back to 
Rice in the fall to complete her 
economics and managerial studies 
degrees, said she is looking for-
ward to improving her game this 
summer. 

"My plan is to work on my perim-
eter shooting and to put. on some 
weight," Jordan said. "I can only get 
better as a player because I'ye been 
very focused on my academics first 

Kirra Jordan 

and foremost. I'm just thinking about 
this experience as the most awe-
some summer job I could ever have." 

Brumfield and Jordan are not the 
only Rice players looking to make 
the WNBA. Senior Kim Smallwood 
has free agent tryouts in Miami, 
Orlando and Seattle this week. 

The potential to have three Rice 
players in the WNBA this summer is 
something the entire program is 
excited about. 

"Just to have them drafted is tre-
mendous for our program," 
McKinney said. "I don't think [it] 
will do anything but help our recruit-
ing situation. A lot of established 
programs say things to recruits like, 
'If you go to our school you can play 
at the professional and level and if 
you go other places you can't do it.' 
This proves you can go to Rice Uni-
versity and have a professional bas-
ketball career." 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Men's basketball team 
signs second recruit 

Yamar Diene, a 6-foot-8-inch 
powerforward from Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., signed a national letter-of-in-
tent to play basketball at Rice b e 
ginning next fall, head coach Willis 
Wilson announced Wednesday. 

LHene, originally from Dakar, 
Senegal, won all-conference, all-
county and all-region honors last 
year at Poughkeeps ie High 
School. He averaged 13.2 points, 
13 rebounds and four blocked 
shots per game, helping the Pio-
neers to a 23-1 season record. 

"He's got tremendous poten-
tial," Wilson said. "He's just now 
beginning to develop as a basket-
ball player. He's got some natural 
skills and instincts that will allow 
him to be a very good player now, 
but his best basketball is definitely 
ahead of him." 

Diene is the second player to 
commit to Rice for next season. 
The'Owls also signed Christian 
Kollik, a 6-foot-7-inch small for-
ward from Graz, Austria, in the 
November early signing period. 

WAC agrees to deal 
with Mobile Bowl 

The Western Athletic Confer-
ence will send a team to the Dec. 
20 Mobile Alabama Bowl, WAC 
Commissioner Karl Benson an-
nounced Tuesday. 

The agreement gives the con-
ference, which will add the Uni-
versity of Nevada as its ninth mem-
ber on July 1, three guaranteed 
bowl berths for the 2000-'01 foot-
ball season. I 

The WAC will also sfcnd a team 
to the Silicon Valley Football Clas-
sic in San Jose, Calif., on Dec. 31 
and one to the Humanitarian Bowl 

in Boise, Idaho, on Dec. 28. 
I>ast season, Texas Christian 

University represented the WAC 
in the Mobile Bowl, and Benson 
said geography once again played 
a vital role in extending the 
league's connection with the game. 

"This agreement, like the oth-
ers that we have negotiated, is 
unique in the bowl world in that it 
assures that the WAC will place 
the right teams in the right geo-
graphical bowl locations," he said. 

The agreement with the Mo-
bile Bowl -calls for if to take the 
WAC champion should it come 
from one of five schools in the 
Eastern geographical portion of 
the conference (Southern Meth-
odist University, the University of 
Tulsa, the University of Texas at 
El Paso, TCU and Rice). 

If not, bowl officials have their 
pick of the WAC's bowl-eligible 
teams to play against the second 
selection from Conference USA. 

fgplK^ 

© 

J I I r 1 

C R O A T I A N F O L K E N S E M B L E 

FILIR DEVIC 
A J O U R N E Y T H R O U G H T H E S O U N D S A N D V I S I O N S O F 

C R O A T I A N F O L K M U S I C A N D D A N C E 

W H O ? 

W H E N ? 

WHERE? 

TICKETS? 

PURCHASE? 

F O L K E N S E M B L E F I L I P ^ P E V I C -

D I R E C T F R O M C R O A T I A 

F R I D A Y , M A Y 1 9 , 2 0 0 0 , 7 : 3 0 P M 

R I C E U N I V E R S I T Y , H A M M A N H A L L 

$ 1 5 G E N E R A L A D M I S S I O N ; 

$ 1 O S T U D E N T S WITH V A L I D S T U D E N T I D 

M A I L C H E C K TO: 

L S C C P . O . B o x 1 5 6 1 , 

F R I E N D S W O O D , T X 7 7 5 4 6 

(OR PURCHASE AT CONCERT) 

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N S ALL: 7 1 3 / 3 4 8 - 4 8 7 3 
O R 7 1 3 / 6 6 5 - 1 9 7 9 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 K i rby 

(713)523-7770 

One Medium ^ • i One Medium 
One-Topping Pizza , 

| & 1 Drink 
| Offer valid wi th coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 

^ tax where applicable. D r i v e n carry less than $20. Cash value 1 /20<t y 

• I \ u < / / \ 

One Large 
One-Topping Pizza 

& 2 Drinks 

$ 7 3 8 • 
| Of fer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 

^ tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than 120 . Cash value 1 /209 y 
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TERRA HUDLOW'THRESHER 

Junior first baseman/reliever Jayme Sperring hits a grounder in Rice's 7 -3 win over the University of Hawaii Saturday. 
Sperring went 5-of-12 with two runs and t w o RBIs in the series to help lead the Owls to a three-game sweep of the 
Rainbows. Rice has won nine of 1 2 Western Athletic Conference games to move within two games of the l eague lead. 

WAC title still a possibility for Owls 
BASEBALL, from Page 18 
the Monday and Tuesday we come 
back to try to get them sharp. And 
they'll be intense." 

Following the two games against 
Southwest Texas State, the Owls 
wrap up their regular season with 
two critical conference series: a 
three-game home set against San-
Jose State May 13-14 and a four-
game trip to Texas Christian Univer-
sity May 19-21. 

Making up the two-game deficit 
with just seven games left to play 
will be no easy task. But the Owls 
can take comfort in two things. 

T h e first is that they have three 
games left against San Jose State, so 
they can take care of passing the 
Spartans in the standings by sweep-
ing the series. 

T h e second is that San Jose State 
and Fresno State have six games left 
against each other, including a three-
game series in Fresno beginning 
today. 

TTie results of those six games 
will likely go a long way in determin-

ing the WAC champion — and in 
determining if Rice has a chance to 
sneak to the top. 

7 haven't even been 
keeping up with the 
standings a whole lot 
because I know we 
have to win every 
game.' 

— Matt Fox 

Junior third baseman 

Graham said Rice's ideal scenario 
would be for San Jose State to take at 
least four of the six games from 
Fresno State. 

Then , if they take care of busi-
n ^ s s j n WAC play, the Owls would 
have a good chance to win their 

fifill straightc<>nfere11ce champi o n -
ship. 

And if the Owls don't receive, th-j* 
WAC's automatic berth, the possi-
bility of garner ing an at-large bid to 
the NCAA T o u r n a m e n t still re-
mains. 

But a lot has to happen between 
now and then, and the Owls know 
they must simply concentrate on 
winningasmany games— both con-
ference and non-conference — as 
possible. 

They ' re certainly playing well 
enough to have a chance. 

"It's the first time all year we've 
actually got some momentum go-
ing," Fox said. "We've been playing 
really good ball for about two weeks. 
It's just getting down to, conference 
or not, we've got to win. Every game 
is a big ballgame and we really have 
to focus. 

"It's just big to win every game 
now. I haven't even been keeping 
up with the s tandings a whole lot 
because I know we have to win ev-
ery game." 

Women ready to defend WAC indoor title 
TRACK, from Page 18 
get better," Teter is said. "We are 
right where we want to be." 

"Our team would love to win an-
o the r championsh ip ," Robertson 
said. "That would be the best end to 
our season. I think we are on our# 
way to another WAC Championship. 
We have to get our minds into that 
winning mode." * 

The men are also beginning to hit 

their stride on their way to the WAC 
Championships May 17-20 in El Paso. 

Junior Rashad Stafford ran his 
way to victory in the 400-meter 
hurdles and came in second in the 
110-meter hurdles. 

Junior John Jura rounded out the 
Owls' list of winners by grabbing 
first place in the 5,000-meter run. 

Both the men and the women will 
be racking up plenty of frequent flyer 

miles this weekend. 
T h e men are headed for I)es 

Moines, Iowa to cojnpete in the 
Drake Relays, while the women left 
yesterday to attend the prestigious 
Penn Relays in Philadelphia. 

"It is a tough time for us to travel 
because it is the last week of classes," 
Fox said. "Hopefully we will be able 
to post a fast time in the relays and 
get most of our work done." 

Lease a Landmark 

ICilworth {Manor 
A landmark near Downtown 

• Weddings • Receptions • 
• Banquets • Corporate • 

• Meetings • Fund-raisers* • 

Located in the historic Avondale 
District. Elegance and charm, the 

definitive place to host special events. 

109 Stratford 
Phone; 713/520-5526 

GREAT NEWS FROM 
The Blanco Agency 

NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 
AUTO LIABILITY RATES 

As Low As $ 2 0 per Month 

CALL (713) S26-5S20 or fax us at (713) 526-8072 
FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE ! 

Auto Insurance Coverage for Qualify People 
Including Those with "Less-Than-Perfect" Driving Records. 

0 Reduced Auto Rates For All Drivers 

0 Maximum Discounts on your Homeowners Insurance. 

0 Low Cost Life Insurance o Low Cost Renters Insurance 

0 No ffown Payment 

LARRY BLANCO 
5313 M0RNINGSIDE DR. 

HOUSTON TX. 77005 
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RICE STUDENTS. FACULTY. AND STAFF 
WE HAVE A SPECIAL PROGRAM 

JUST FOR YOU 

ATTENTION! 

He/ping Students find Jobs with 
Businesses and Home Owners 

Free for 
Students! C o l l e g e 

Workers.Com 
Better, Faster, Easier, Cheaper 

Creative Physics 
at its best: 
ration & 

i e p r e n e u r s h i p 
l&rfd Class Master's Program 
ics Entrepreneurship at 
estern Reserve University 

. The new Master's Program in Physics Entrepreneurship 
at Case Western Reserve University affords more than 
top-level academic instruct ion. It connects students 
with the business executives and leaders, experts, 

' and venture capitalists w h o are crucial to success in 
founding, g r o w i n g and manag ing ventures. 

The Program includes a physics master's thesis 
based on an entrepreneuriaily oriented project, an 
active seminar program, and courses-offered by the 
Department of Physics and the Weatherhead School 
erf Management at CWRU. It is supported by the 
Entrepreneurship Program of the Weatherhead 
S c h ^ f f l j ^ q s p # t a t f l t h e s l | | t b e s t irrgte wor ld 
by the FlpRcial Tirr^s, . 
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Europe • Africa • Asia • South America 
More Than 100 Departure Cities! 

Eurailpasses • Bus Passes • Study Abroad 

_ student* 
• universe 

•com 
IT'S YOUR WORLD. EXPLORE 11. 

www.StudentUniverse.com 
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W don't need your 
blanket tax. 

w need you. 
Blanket tax only accounts for about 12 percent of the Thresher's income — which doesn't even cover 

publishing costs. The Thresher needs motivated sales people to sell ads and maintain accounts 

with clients. Sales representatives work on commission on their own schedules — good money, for 

as much or as little work as you want. Starting times are flexible: You could start as early as this* 

week, or you could work over the summer or start in August. For more information, contact Lynlee, 

Thresher advertising manager, by e-mail at thresher-ads@rice.edu or by phone at (713) 348-3967. 

Learn to write. 

Will 205: Introduction to Journalism 
The only way to learn how to write is by writing. In the only course of its kind at Rice, you'll 

learn how to write concisely and clearly through hands-on experience in a variety oflfrstyles. 

Meanwhile, you'll learn about the media industry from professionals with many perspectives. 

www.owlnet.rice.edu/~wrc205/ ^ 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/~wrc205/
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friday APR 28 

Today is the LAST DAY OF 
CLASSES! woo-hooi 

Rice Program Council presents the 

RPC LAWN PARTY from 2 to 6 
p.m. in the residential quad. Come for 

food and fun! 

There's a BASEBALL game 

today at 7 p.m. against Dallas Baptist 

University in Reckling Park. 

The Shepherd School Symphony 

Orchestra performs works by Berlioz, 

Elgar and Stravinsky in a 

CONCERT in Stude Concert Hall in 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall at 8 p.m. Call Tom 

Littman at (713) 348-4933 for more 

information. 

"CHECK IT OUT," ̂ how of 
student art work, continues through May 

13. Undergraduate art from all studio 

classes will be displayed at the Rice 

Media Center and graduate art will be 

displayed at the Rice Art Gallery. 

Admission is free. 

KTRU sponsors the 'TURNTABLE 
SHOWCASE." Rice and 

community DJs spin hip-hop, jungle, 

house and much more in the Sewall Hall 

sculpture pit from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Admission is free and refreshments will 

be served. 

Have a complaint about the quality of 

graduate student instructors or 

assistants? Express your opinion at the 

"Open Forum on the Future of 

GRADUATE STUDENT 
TEACHING at Rice," sponsored 

by the Graduate Student Association, at 

noon in McMurtry Auditorium in Duncan 

Hall. ' 

Southwest Alternate Media Project 

presents a program entitled NEW 

VOICES, NEW VISIONS 
tonight at 7:30 p.m. at the Rice Media 

Center. The program will feature work by 

emerging and veteran Chicano art ists. 

Saturday APR 29 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS 
BEGIN for all students. Good luck, 

and make sure to pass so you can 

graduate! 

The BASEBALL team plays against, 

Dallas Baptist University at Reckling 

Park. Game time is 2 p.m. Don't miss it! 

Tonight and tomorrow night at 7 p.m., 

the Rothko Chapel presents the premiere 

0 < A FORCE MORE 
POWERFUL at the Rice Media 

Center. This three-part documentary tells 

the stories of Mahatma Ghandi and 

others throughout a.century of 

nonviolent protest. Tickets are $5 at the 

door or free for students with ID. * 

Sunday APR 30 
The moment you've been waiting for is 

here ... the GILLISCAMACHO 
STUDY BREAK! W i t h t h e 

Caribbean theme, we might just get to 

see President Malcolm Gillis in a grass 

skirt! There will be plenty of food to claw 

over in the Grand Hall in the Rice 

Memorial Center from 9:30 to 11:30 p.m. 

Pry yourself away from that chemistry 

book to get a taste of INDIAN 
CLASSICAL DANCE at a 
performance by acclaimed Indian dancer 

Alarmel Valli. The performance starts at 

4 p.m. in Hamman Hall. Tickets are $10 " 

for students and seniors and $15 for all 

others. 

tuesday MAY 2 
William Ver Meulen and guest art ists 

perform a FACULTY 
RECITAL on French horn, bassoon 

and piano in Duncan Recital Hall in Alice 

Pratt Brown Hall at 8 p.m. Admission is 

free. 

Wednesday MAY 3 
Shepherd School of Music students are 

C» 
featured tonight and tomorrow at 7 p.m. 

in a CHAMBER MUSIC 
RECITAL in Duncan Recital Hall in 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall. Admission is free. 

SCHEDULED FINAL 
EXAMS BEGIN today for non-

degree candidates. It 's a litt le late to 

start studying now! 

tfaursday MAY 4 

FINAL EXAMS END for an 
degree candidates at noon. Yeah! You're 

done! 

Break out those t ies and semi-formal 

dresses! Tonight from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. is 

the SENIOR GALA at The 
Mansion. Tickets are $10 in advance or 

$12 at the door and may be purchased 

during lunch through May 4 from your 

College's Senior Committee. Admission 

is open to anyone. . 4 

Shepherd School of Music hold the Class 

of 2000 CONVOCATION at 
7:45 p.m. followed by a CONCERT 
at 8:30 p.m. Admission is free and all 

students are welcome. 

Saturday MAY 13 

Saturday MAY 6 
Support cancer research at the third 

annual SPRINT FOR LIFE, a 
5-kilometer run that begins at 7:30 a.m. 

on the corner of Holcombe and Main. 

Registration fees are $15 before May 1. 

Call (713) 792-2765 for more 

information. 

Rice University's 87th 

C O M M E N C E M E N T 
be held today at 8:30 a.m. with the 

commencement address given by former 

President George Bush in the academic 

quad. Congratulations to all graduates! 

The Office of Alumni Affairs sponsors the 

HONORS DINNER at the 
Westin Galleria Hotel. This reception 

honoring recipients of the Association of 

Rice Alumni Meritorious Service Awards, 

Distinguished Alumni Awards and Gold 

Medals runs from 6:30 to 10 p.m. Call 

Rose Sundin at (713) 348-4678 for more 

information. 

The BASEBALL team is still going 

strong! Today they play against San Jose 

State University at 2 p.m. in Reckimg 

Park. 

Calendar submit items: 

Wednesday MAY 10. 

F I N A L E X A M S E N D for an 

non-degree candidates. No need to worry 

— you can't do anything about those 

grades now anyway! 

friday MAY 12 
In celebration of the 87th 

Commencement, the students of the 

• by C A M P U S M A I L 10 R a n 1 V ad a v 
and josh Taylor, calendar editors, Ru e 
Thresher. MS-524. 

• by F A X to Rani V'Sdav and Josh ~ay!c'; 

calendar ed i tOf^^713) 348-5238. 

• by E-MAIL to thresher@nce.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 
available at the Student Activit ies Office cc 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for all items is 5 o.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

Submissions are printed on a space-
available basis. 

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE 

all smoothies 
ted equal! 

f n t this coupon and rcccive 
e 16 oz. Strawberry Wavej 

for only $1 .99 

r o t every $ 2 5 . u u or-vi iamins , 

rbs or sports nutr i t ion you 

purchase, you will receive 

$ 5 . 0 0 o f f your order. 
offer expires 5 / 1 5 / 0 0 

SMOOTHIF.ISl.ANBIl'irPRAR.MM 

offe r expires 5 / 1 5 / 0 0 

2 5 5 9 K I * 8 V ® W E S T H E I M E R / 7 1 3 . 5 2 6 . 3 8 4 8 

B R A Z O S 
BOOKSTORE 

Travel B o o k Sale 
All Travel Guides and Maps 20% OFF! 
(Includes Michelin, LoneljTPlanet, Let's Go, Fodor's, Blue 

Guides, Eyewitness , Baedeker, A c c e s s and Rough Guides.) 

10% Student Discount on aM books at ajj times with 

current Rice ID 

2421 Bissonnet St. * 713-523-0701 
www.brazosbookstore.com 

LOW 
Student 
Airfares 
• Europe • Africa 
Asia • South America 

More Than 
100 Departure Cities! 

Eurailpasses 
Bus Passes 

Study Abroad 

student 
• universe 

•com 
Y O U R W O K L L ) T X P I O R I I? 

StudentUniverse.com 
800-272-9676 

mailto:thresher@nce.edu
http://www.brazosbookstore.com
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Sony Corporation wages MP3 war, Camacho kicks ass 
by Elian Gonzalez 
FORKICiN CORRKSPONDKNT 

Mercenaries from the Sony Cor-
poration stormed Mudd Lab at 8:01 
p.m. Wednesday after receiving a 
report from Sony Central Command 
that dozens of unknown users were 
downloading billions of g igabytes of 
MP3s. 

Swarthy ex-Navy SEAL Com-
mander B.P. Armstrong led the op-
eration. "TheSonyAWACSguystold 
us that they had picked up a big red 
blip on the radar screen and asked 
us to g o check it out," he said. "And 
since I hate digitized audio copy-
right infringement more than 1 hate 
Communists , the decision to inter-
cede was a slam dunk." 

After rapelling from Apache heli-
copters and flash-banging the lab, 
the armed platoon e n c o u n t e r e d 
heavy resistance from eight nerds 
with Uzis and five dorks with ma-
chine guns. 

Campus Pol ice responded by 

throwing rocks through the win-
dows on the off chance they would 
strike one of the intruders. "We de-
cided we wanted to try something 
different,"Campus Police Chief Bill 
Taylor said. "You know, shake it up 
a little." 

Asked to recount the bloody, 13-
hour shootout, Baker College fresh-
man Nathaniel Berkowitz compared 
the experience to several influential 
v ideogames he's played. "I'd have 
to say it was one-part Quake, one 
part-Doom and two-parts Half-Life. 
Maybe three-parts Half-Life. That 
game's awesome," he said. 

The elite platoon of corporate 
mercenaries outmaneuvered and 
outfought the ragtag entourage of 
militant labbies until Vice President 
for S t u d e n t Af fa i r s Z e n a i d o 
Camacho, mastermind behind the 
recent MP3 controversy, rose from 
his comfy chair and incapacitated 
five Marines with his bare hands. 

John Stoolie, a prospective whose 
parents never picked him up, was 

searching for foster parents over 
t h e In terne t w h e n C a m a c h o 
erupted. "He was sitting in the 
middle of the firefight the whole 

'Sometimes he would 
call himself Che 
Camacho and make us 
play revolutionary with 
him.' 

— Herman Lindenberg 
Jones College junior 

time, with bullets whizzing by him 
and rockets streaking and every-
thing," Stoolie said. "Then s o m e 
big dude ripped out his Ethernet 
connect ion , at which point Dr. 
Camacho got very, very pissed." 

Survivors from both s ides agreed 
that Camacho's fighting skills were 
awe-inspiring. 

"He was just like Neo in the Ma-
trix," Hanszen College sophomore 
Edwin Smith said. "Running up and 
down walls and throwing d e s k s 
across the room and shit. T h e best 
part was when he did this big flying 
turkey kick across the room, just 
like Liu Kang in Mortal Kombat. 
That SWAT guy never knew what 
hit him." 

"He is without a doubt the finest 
killing machine I have ever wit-
nessed," Commander Armstrong 
said. "That little guy is gonna change 
the way wars are fought." 

"Yeah, he's been our leader since 
the beginning," Jones College jun-
ior Herman Lindenberg said. "He 
said we had a God-given right to free 
music and that the administration 
had gone too far this time. Some-
t imes he would call himself Che 
Camacho and make tis play revolu-
tionary with him." 

Chairman and Representat ive 
Director of Sony Norio Ohga held a 
press conference Thursday morn-
ing to defend their violent actions. 

"We have tried reason and w e 
have tried being civil, but now w e 
have grown tired of people ripping 
off our multi-billion dollar corpora-
tion," he said. "1 want all of you Ameri-
can col lege kids to know that if you 
continue to listen to our music on 
your computer without paying us 
our money w e will kill your families 
and hunt you down like dogs. Thank 
you." 

President Malcolm Gillis encour-
aged students to "run like hell" in 
the event of any future attacks. 

Senior S y s t e m s Administrator 
Wyman Miles warned students about 
future incursions with Sony's corpo-
rate war machine. "Basically, you 
have to make a decision about which 
you value more — your life or your 
MP3s. If it's the latter, I sugges t you 
u s e h e a d p h o n e s , b e c a u s e B i g 
Brother is listening." 

Classified ads in a bottle, you gotta rub them the right way 
HELP WANTED 
SUMMER JOB for s tudents — Build-
ing monitor at the Shepherd School of 
Music. Flexible hours. Monitor build-
ing users, check classrooms and lock 
building. Starts at $5.15 per hour. Con-
tact David D>ng (713) 348-3026. 

NEED A SUMMER JOB? Summer 
nanny needed for two girls, age 10 and 
(->. b i t s of perks, good pay. Close to 
campus. Call Marcella (713) 238-8043 
'days) or (713) 668-4262 (eve.) 

WANTED: Exper ienced w e b p a g e / 
web site designer for part-time work. 
Prefer someone staying in Houston 
over the summer . Call (713) 796-8493 
— leave message. No calls after 9 pm 
please. 

WE WANTTOTAKE CARE OFYO UR 
DOG! House of 7 responsible stu-
dents wishes for a summer pet. We'll 
dogsit for free. (713) 348-4801, ask for 
Elizabeth or email bisesi@rice.edu. 

FIRM SEEKING p/ t senior or gradu-
ate engineer to perform surface water 
hydraulic analyses, run off + storage, 
calc's + review litigation documents. 
Hrly wage. Based on exp. + ability. Fax 
resumes to (713) 426-1905. 

PET SITTING SERVICE needs pet sit-
ters. Must: Love animals, have own 
transportation, have flexible schedule 
and references. Contact: (713) 669-
0838 

GENETIC TESTING LABORATORY 
near campus seeks a motivated reli-

able studet for full/part-time summer 
position. Responsibilities to include 
interacting with clients, phones, sched-
uling, billing/collections. Good job for 
Biology of Pre-Med major desiring 
exposure to medical field or Business 
major seeking wide range of general 
business experience. Spanish speak-
ing helpful. Call days (713) 790-1990, or 
email kthompson@geneticstesting.com 

HOUSTON BASED GENETIC TEST-
ING company seeks an organized, 
well-spoken individual to develop a 
comprehensive marketing program 
for a new service-paternity testing! A 
great opportunity for a marketing/ 
business major to work as a summer 
intern w/opportunity for ongoing 
work. Spanish speaking helpful. Lo-
cated in Medical Center. Call daytimes 
(713) 790-1990, fax 713-790-1903 or 
email kthompson@geneticstesting.com 

CLASSIFIEDS COORDINATOR/ 
EDITOR. You will be responsible for 
line ads in the Classifieds section of 
our magazine. You must be able to 
use your own judgment to paraphrase 
concisely and accurately, use abbre-
viations appropriately, apply gram-
mar and punctuation rules, proof-
read, edit, type and work with Win-
dows MS Word. ACCURACY is the 
most important part of this job. Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday, 2 to 6 pm. 
$7.50/hour. Please fax resume to 
(713) 334-9977. 

FULL/TIME PAY — Part time hrs! 
Direct sales ($10-12/hravg) (281) 543-
1559 J.T. Marketing 

Drinking at that OC Party Friday Night? 

Be Safe. 
We want to see you in the fall. 

WILLYS PUB 

BABYSITTING/car-pooling in ex-
change for great West U. apartment; 
20 hours per week beginning mid Au-
gust. Full time (40 hours) during sum-
mer if available, and will pay for extra 
20 hours. Hours in fall — 2:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. School age children. If inter-
ested call Jill Zivley at (713) 853-1791 
or (713) 663-6248 (5 minutes from cam-
pus). 

AUDIO TOUR SALES at Houston 
Museum or Natural Scienee for Krem-
lin Gold Exhibition. Retail experience 
and superior customer service skills a 
plus. Must be reliable and friendly, 
maintain and distribute audio tour 
equipment to guests. Exhibition run-
ning 4 /5 /00 to 9 /4 /00 . Fax resume to 
(713) 639-4761 attn Michael and Ja-
son. 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE AS-
SISTANT needed for psychotherapist's 
office. Must have excellent organiza-
tional and personal skills. Duties in-
clude appointment setting, phone, and 
general office work. Start at $8-10/ 
hour. Call (713) 524-4144 or fax re-
sume (713) 524-8332. 

SUMMER STAFF NEEDED. Life-
guards , instructors, teen camp 
counselour.Training provided w / flex-
ible hours, great pay & FUN.. South-
west YMCA (713) 664-9622 4210 
Bellaire Blvd. Near MedCtr. 

TUTORS WANTED. Winn Tutoring is 
hiring tutors for all middle and high 
school subjects. Earn $15-17/hour. 
Transportation is necessary. Please con-
tact David at (toll free) (888) 903-3230 or 
email David@Winntutoring.com 

NANNY NEEDED to provide after-
school childcare Mon-Fri. Must have 
car and baby-sitting references. Jobs 
available in your area. $8-15/hr. (281) 
578-5337. 

NEEDED: A SITTER for the month of 
July for a 14 year-old girl. Hours are 
Monday-Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mile-
age and out-of-pocket expenses reim-
bursed. Hourly wages negotiable. Call 
(713) 349-9664. 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT SUMMER 
EXPERIENCE? Be a camp counselour 
this summer in Ingram, Texas at Camp 
Rio Vista for boys and Camp Sierra 
Vista for girls! We have a few openings 
left for our water ski, sports, horse-
back riding and ropes programs. Please 
note that skills such as management, 
communication, presentation develop-
ment and supervision learned work-
ing at camp DIRECTLY apply to your 
chosen career. CALL 1-800-545-3233 
and request an employment packet 
today, or browse our website at 
www.vistacamps.com 

BLUES/JAZZ SINGER looking for a 
pianist. I'm looking for a musician that 
can perform genres such as Sarah 
Vaughn, Nina Simone, and Billy Holi-
day for performances. Call (713) 449-
5477 and leave a message. 

MCAI" INSTRUCTORS NEEDED! 

Extremely strong science background 
required. Part-time, flexible, fun. Base 
$18/hr. No teaching experience nec-
essary — May training. Call the 
Princeton Review, (713) 688-5500 or 
email amyf@review.com 

SUMMER HELP WANTED. Needed 
— student to help in CAAM office. Du-
ties include filing, typing, errands. 
Knowledge of Microsoft Word, Excel, a 
database, and HTMLa plus. Average 20-
25 hours per week. Salary $7 + depend-
ing on experience and motivation. Send 
resume to Daria Lawrence at CAAM, 
Duncan Hall room 1080, ext. 4657. 

HOUSING 
SUMMER SUBLET roommate wanted 
to share 3 bedroom house near inter-
section of Richmond and Greenbriar. 
Available 6 /1 - 9 /1 . Rent $400/month 
+ bills. Contact Justin (713) 523-2455. 

SHARE THE AUTRY MANSION, 2 
private bedrooms available for sum-
mer or fall. Beautiful antiques, stained 
glass, gourmet kitchen, hardwood 
floors, balcony over lily pond and gar-
den and concert stage. FREE DSL in-
ternet! $325-$450. Tom or Sara: (713) 
524-6545, (713) 529-5200. 

SUMMER SUBLET near Rice, prefer-
ably 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, 
wanted for a professor and his family, 
including a well-trained 45 lb. golden 
retriever w h o i l l spend her days else-
where. Please call (713) 666-4222. 

QUIET, CONTEMPLATIVE Houston 
Heights household seeks single, non-
smoking tidy roommate. Own bedroom, 
share large, comfortable living area. 
Fully furnished, all mod cms., $800/ 
month + share bills. Phone (713) 426-
0509 or e-mail allday@worldnet.att.net„ 

WANTED: Rice grad seeks quite, 
clean garage apt. near Rice. Call Eric 
@ (713) 588-2684. 

MALE HOUSEMATE wanted to share 
home in quiet neighborhood near cam-
pus. All bills paid with access to cable 
TV, washer/dryer, kitchen, etc. $500/ 
month, no deposit, no lease neces-
sary. (713) 747-8384. 

ROOM with bath available May 15. No 
rent in exchange for house and dog 
sitting from May 29 to June 27. Male 
student Jr. or Sr. Must be good with 

dogs. References required. Rice Alum 
(713)665-8703. 

DESPERTELY SEEKING to rent a 
clean, dry garage for storage of classic 
car. Car will be accessed only occa-
sionally. Please call 713-349-9645 and 
leave message. 

2 ROOMMATES needed for 1 bedr in 
4bdr/2bath hou se for 2000-2001. Hard-
wood floors, sun room, living room, 
lots of space. 1.5 mi from campus/ 
med center, excellent neighborhood, 
rent -250+util ea. May inquire indi-
vidually. Call AJ: (713) 524-5439. 

ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS! Off-
campus housing is the way to live and 
at The Villages at Meyerland we offer 
a little bit of style. $99 total move-in. 
Electric paid. A lot of class and some 
extra pocket money. Come visit us at 
The Villages at Meyerland, 8900 Chim-
ney Rock Road, Houston, TX 77096. 
(713) 666-3024 or (713) 666-2904. 

HEIGHTS. NEW CONDO, full size w / 
Id, berber, marble tile, crown mould-
ing, individual garage, security, cable. 
One bedroom 900 square feet. $750 
per month. No pets. (713) 682-7142. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
. HEPATITIS STUDY RESULTS: Did 

you participate in the UT Hepatitis 
study? Don't forget to get your test 
results by calling the study office at 
(713) 500-9385 between 9 and 11:30 
am weekdays. For more information, 
www.sph.uth. tmc. edu/research/ 
hepstudy 

1986 NISSAN MAXIMA, per fec t*s&<i^ 
dent car, 5-spd, ac, am/ fm stereo, 
power windows/locks, power brakes, 
•sunroof, clean interior, extremely well-
maintained (new clutch, battery, alter-
nator), all receipts available, excellent 
mechanical condition, dentless body, 
$ 2 , 3 5 0 / o b o (713) 981-4301 or 
Anis_Shivani_ab92@post.harvard.edu 

ADOPPION: I>et us fill your baby's life 
with love and happiness. Happily mar-
ried couple wishes to adopt newborn. 
Full-time mother and successful fa-
ther to love, care and nurture. Ex-
penses paid. Call Terry & Bob 1-800-
652-6183. 

CUT CLASS. COM. Fun summer jobs in 
Houston. Contact: CoolJobs@Cutclass.com 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Rates forclassifed advertising 
are as follows: 

1 -35 words: 
36 -70 words: 
71-105 words: 

$15 
$30 
$45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 

6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston; TX 77005-1892 

Phone:(713) 348-4801 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any reason 
and does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad. 
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