
the Rice Thresher 
Vol. LXXXVII, Issue No. 24 SINCE 1916 Friday, Apr i l 2 1 , 2 0 0 0 

Faculty votes to ban 
note-taking services 

by Olivia Allison 
T H R F S H F R KDITORIAI . S T A F F 

The Faculty Council recom-
mended that Rice ban the commer-
cial use of lecture notes and other 
course materials in a memo to Presi-
dent Malcolm Gillis April 14. 

Gillis said he will wait two or 
three weeks before making a deci-
sion in order to gauge student opin-
ion. 

"As you can see, [council mem-
bers] feel pretty definite about it," 
Gillis said. "I suspect students do 
too. I'm asking for views. I want to 
hear from students." 

Gillis said he agrees with the 
Faculty Council's recommendation. 

"I don't think, at a university like 
ours, that this is appropriate," Gillis 
said. "It may be for some other kind 
of university, and I will make no 
judgments about them. For us, 
though, it is something we should 

not let happen." 
Gillis asked the Faculty Council 

to make a recommendation regard-
ing the commercial use of course 
materials such as the submission of 
notes to Web sites like Versity.com. 
These Web sites pay students for 
their notes and then post the notes 
on the Internet. 

Although Rice is taking no legal 
action against Versity at this time, 
Gillis had no comment about 
whether legal action will be taken 
against the site in the future. 

"We are known for protecting our 
interests," Gillis said. 

Faculty Council members unani-
mously approved the recommenda-
tion April 13. 

English Professor Bob Patten, a 
member of the council, said the is-
sue of intellectual property was an 
important one to faculty members 
because professors' lectures are of-

See NOTES, Page 11 

Police release sketch of suspect 
by Emily Meyer 

T H R K S H F R KDITORIAI. S T A F F 

Campus Police continue to investigate last week's 
intrusions in the women's restrooms at Hanszen and 
Baker Colleges. The department has compiled a 
composite sketch of the suspect for campus-wide 
distribution. 

"We've got a really good composite here," Sgt. 
Les Hulsey said. "It's very accurate." 

Students who saw the intruder April 11 went to 
the Campus Police station, where police created the 
composite sketch using a computer program called 
Faces. 

Hulsey said police are currently "going into a 
more detailed investigation of all suspicious per-
sons." 

Hulsey said they believe the intruder in the Baker 
and Hanszen incidents is the same person who was 
involved in three incidents of trespassing in a Will 
Rice College women's bathroom last semester. He 
said they have shown the composite to witnesses 
from all five incidents. 

"They say it's the same guy," Hulsey said. 
"Precautions have been taken [in the residential 

colleges]," Lt. Terry Ryals said. He said students 
should not hesitate to call the Campus Police if they 
see anybody out of the ordinary. 

COURTESY CAMPUS POLICE 

Police released this composite sketch of the man 
suspected of trespassing in woman's restrooms. 

M 

Racist fliers distributed 
in campus parking lots 

by Liora Danan 
THRKSHF.R E IUTURIA I . STAFF 

Having a ball 
LIZZIE TAISHOFF/THRESHER 

Jones College senior Michelle Stevenson carries the ball in the last game of the season for the women's rugby 
team Saturday. The team played in formal dresses, reviving the tradition of the so-called "Rice Cotillion." The 
halftime snacks for this fancy event were tea and cookies. 

Racist fliers created by a neo-
Nazi group were distributed on car 
windshields in campus parking lots 
Sunday. * ~ . 

Students and others parked in 
the Brown College, Jones College 
and Allen Center/Cohen House Lots 
found the anti-black propaganda, 
from the group National Alliance, on 
their windshields. 

According to Lt. Terry Ryals, 
Campus Police removed many of 
the fliers after students notified 
them. 

The Black Students' Association 
and Amnesty International are coor-
dinating activities to protest the fli-
ers. 

Brown senior Ixiurie Silverberg, 
who parked in the Brown commuter 
lot around noon, said she was one of 
the students who notified the Cam-
pus Police. 

"Even though they may have their 
right to free speech, I personally 
don't want their message on campus 
and I think most Rice students would 
agree with me that such a message 
does a lot of harm," Silverberg said. 
"1 was just furious when I saw it, and 
I removed all the fliers at Brown." 

One flier was headlined, "Don't 
Have Sex With Blacks: Avoid AIDS!" 
and listed three black "sexual preda-
tors" who, according to the flier, 
had lied about being HIV-positive 
and had sex with "dozens of white 
women." Another flier included a 

See STUDENTS, Page 10 

Daytime MP3 traffic wanes 
by Tommy Belanger 

T H R K S H F R S T A F F 

Driver in fatal aceident evading police 
by Brian Stoler 

T H R E S H F . R ' F D I T O R I ^ . S T A F F 

Police are still looking for the 
driver of the truck that hit two vans 
carrying members of Rice's foren-
sics team on Interstate 45 last 
month. 

The Harris County Sheriffs Of-
fice issued a warrant April 7 for the 
arrest of the driver, 43-year-old Mar-
tin Dean Runnells of Katy, but he 
was not yet in police custody as of 
Wednesday afternoon. 

Traffic Division Lt. John Denholm 
said Runnells knows the police are 
looking for him. 

"His parole officer said he was 
going tCT*smrrender, but he didn't," 
Denholm said, ftoinnells has previ-

ously served time in prison, 
Denholm said. 

Runnells faces charges of crimi-
nally negligent homicide in the 
March 13 crash that killed Baker 
College freshman Daniel Henning 
and injured other members of the 
George R. Brown Forensics Soci-
ety. 

A conviction for negligent homi-
cide, a state felony, carries a sen-
tence of 180 days to two years of 
confinement in jail and a fine of up to 
$10,000. 

Denholm said Runnells will not 
face additional charges for evading 
the police. 

The truck was traveling no less 
than 79 mph when it hit the first van, 
according to the investigation by the 

sheriffs traffic division. The speed 
limit at the site of the crash, which 
occurred in a construction zone, was 
55 mph. 

Denholm said a vehicle's speed 
before hitting another vehicle is an 
important part of determining 
whether charges will be filed. 

"When you're driving too fast in a 
construction zone, that's construed 
as negligence quite often," Denholm 
said. 

Denholm said the police took over 
three weeks to file charges against 
Runnells because investigations like 
this often take a long time to com-
plete. 

"We try to get it done right the 
first time, and sometimes that takes 
two or three weeks," Denholm said. 

Five students who did not abide 
by the daylight ban on music-trad-
ing software had the Ethernet port? 
in their ro.oms disabled Tuesday 
morning. 

Metallica sues Napster, universities. 
See Story, Page 9. 

The Department of Information 
Technology Services decided to shut 
off the ports of students who use 
MP3-trading sof tware such as 

iMesh, Gnutella and Scour between 
the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. on 
weekdays. 

'The ban is in place for band-
width reasons," Senior Systems Ad-
ministrator Wyman Miles said. He 
said traffic from these programs sig-
nificantly slowed the campus net-
work. 

Miles said 98 percent of residen-
tial college network traffic goes off-
campus. "Of that, about 50 percent 
is traffic on MP3-sharing software," 
Miles said. 

Off-campus traffic includes con-
nections to the Web, other universi-

See OWLNET, Page 9 
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Clarifying our position 
The Thresher maintains the veracity of the facts stated in last 

week's editorial, "Helping represent student concerns." Our 
wording could have been clearer, but we still stand behind the 
message of the editorial. 

The 1999-2000 Student Association Senate's accomplishments 
demonstrated that the SA has the power to facilitate significant 
change at Rice. But the senate cannot take action on an issue 
without knowing that the idea has support from the students. 

Several Wiess College students criticized the senate at its 
April 10 meeting for not taking a stance on the planned swap 
between Wiess House and Hanszen House. The plan, which 
resulted from budgetary constraints, would put both sets of 
masters farther from thrfi'residential colleges than at present. 

When the possibility of the swap arose last fall, most Wiess 
and Hanszen College students who heard about it strongly 
opposed the plan's implementation. That the SA Senate should 
have taken some action is clear. 

But the reason that it did not is equally clear: Then-Wiess 
President Robert Lundin and then-Hanszen College President 
Chris Noble worked hard to represent their colleges' concerns 
to the administration, but they failed to bring the issue before 
the senate. 

With the requisite information, the SA could have preiented 
a united front to the administration on the issue. Granted, this 
strategy might not have had any more effect than Lundin and 
Noble's work. But this is another example of how some college 
governments and many students tend to overlook the SA as a 
means of effecting change. 

Rice is unique in its system of many strong, small college 
governments and one overarching organization for all under-
graduates. The challenge is balancing the concerns of individual 
colleges with those of the undergraduate student population as 
a whole. This year's senate and college presidents need to build 
on last year's successes at the latter task and create a cohesive 
system of representation. 

The SA's effectiveness is a matter of self-fulfilling prophecy. 
The college presidents represent each of their colleges to the SA 
and make up more than one-third of the senate's voting mem-
bers. If the colleges and, more importantly, their presidents 
don't believe in the SA's potential to be effective, it can't be. 

Protecting Rice's 
most valuable assets 

We applaud the Faculty Council's decision to support ban-
ning the sale of lecture notes, which will lead the way for 
university policy to protect the work of Rice faculty. 

Online lecture notes, such as those available on Versity.com, 
can infringe on professors' intellectual property by taking their 
course materials, which represent years of research, and redis-
tributing them, often without instructors' consent and in an 
attempt to make a profit. 

Versity.com,. the largest online lecture notes site, may not 
have proved to be an immediate threat to academic property 
rights or to student class attendance: The site currently has 
notes online for only 14 Rice courses, and these notes give only 
a synopsis of what happened in class. Online notes don't seem 
to have changed the study habits of too many Rice students. 

But this is why Rice's move to take action is timely. As lecture 
notes sites develop and as Versity expands its operations, a 
university policy will prevent commercial lecture notes from 
developing into a serious problem. 

Administrators will decide how to take action against com1 

rae r c 'a l lecture notes within the next couple of weeks. However 
Rice decides to deal with this problem will set a precedent for 
protecting a great part of what makes this university what it is. 

Concerp ing Vers i ty .com's advert i sements 
As wittf all advertisements, Versity.com's ads in the Thresher 

do not constitute the editorial board's support of the company. 
Our editorial stance is separate from the advertisements we 
choose to print. The Thresher has taken an editorial stance 
against online lecture notes since January, when Versity first 
began advertising around campus and in the newspaper. 

C O M M B N C 
P U A T P 

" . . . a n o a P T e R w e F i n i S H THIS s u p e r * s T j v u c n m e 
u » f e * i . u b u i l o T w e . s u P e * t u x u R y L o o . " 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

'Thresher' unfairly 
attacks ex-presidents 
To the editor: 

Last week's staff editorial about 
Student Association effectiveness 
("Helping represent student con-
cerns," April 14) contained poor in-
formation and unfairly singled out 
two people who have spent the past 
year ably representing students on 
this campus. The editorial is wrong 
about several things concerning the 
SA, the college presidents and the 
manner in which student issues are 
brought before the administration. 

While referring to lack of student 
representation in the Wiess-Hanszen 
house swap, the Thresher accuses 
the 1999-2000 college presidents of 
displaying contempt for the SA Sen-
ate. This accusation seems strange 
to those of us on this campus whose 
memories go back farther than one 
year. College presidents, who are 
voting members of the senate, did 
not attend SA meetings with any 
consistency in past years, and sev-
eral of this past year's presidents 
were advised by their immediate 
predecessors that SA meetings were 
a waste of their time. 

In contrast, the SA meeting at-
tendance of the 1999-2000 college. 
presidents has been exemplary, 
countless times providing through 
the presidents an incomparable fo-
rum for student representation. Con-
tempt for the senate itself was never 
displayed, only frustration with the 
inefficient and overly formal man-
ner in which the meetings were con-
ducted. 

The editorial also attacked out-
going Wiess College president Rob-
ert Lundin and outgoing Hanszen 
College president Chris Noble for 
"lack of initiative" in the masters' 
house swap issue. Anyone who has 
paid any attention to Lundin and 
Noble could not accuse them of lack-
ing initiative. At every possible turn, 
the administration was informed of 
student dissatisfaction with the pos-
sibility that the Wiess and Hanszen 
masters' houses could be swapped 
because of construction. All the col-
lege presidents expressed this dis-
satisfaction, but Lundin and Noble 
m particular carried it to the admin-
istration over and over again. 

When first informed of the possi-
bility, Noble drafted a protest letter 
to the administration on behalf of* 
the students of Hanszen College that 
was signed by the resident associ-
ates and" masters of Hanszen. After 
the issue was discussed by Lundin 
and several others at a meeting of 
tljg Committee ofMastersand Presi-
dents, that body sent a letter for-
mally protesting the swap. Dozens 
of hours were spent with various 
administration members, from the 
chairman of the Building and 
Grounds Committee of the Beard of 

Trustees to the vice president for 
Student Affairs to the vice president 
for Finance and Administration, sim-
ply to protest the house swap. Both 
Lundin and Noble burdened them-
selves for months with what had all 
the appearances of a losing cause, 
and to suggest that all that was 
needed was an SA resolution against 
the swap is naive at best 

It's also important to note that 
the passage of such a resolution 
would have been in doubt had it 
come before the senate, since the 
outgoing SA president spoke in fa-
vor of the swap at the Masters and 
Presidents meeting. If there are ex-
amples of student concerns falling 
through the cracks, then the uphill 
work of Lundin and Noble on this 
issue is not one of them. 

No SA resolution exists in a 
vacuum; they would not accomplish 
anything without students like-
Lundin and Noble moving moun-
tains. We hope that in the future, 
better attention is paid to such work 
by students on campus, rather than 
being cast aside in favor of What 
would have been an ineffectual reso-
lution by a body like the SA. 

Melissa Boddie 
President, 1999-present 

Baker College 
Bara Reyna 

President, 1999-2000 
Brown College 

Malcolm. Wardlaw 
President, 1999-2000 

Jones College 
Bryan Hassin 

President, 1999-2000 
Lovett College 

Pete Irot 
President, 1999-2000 

Sid Richardson College 
Curt Petersen 

President, 1999-2000 
Will Rice College 

Presidents callfor 
regulation of jacks 
To the editor: 

There's no denying that the wave 
of jacks that occurred during this 
year's Willy Week included some 
truly ingenious pranks. Unfortu-
nately, the creativity of the student 
body went unharnessed and resulted 
in several jacks that were either dan-
gerous or caused permanent dam-
age. 

The goal of jacks is to unite the 
colleges in creative ways during the 
jyeek leading up to Beer-Bike. Not 
all jacks serve this purpose. In many 
cases, the freedom that students 
have to commit jacks has been 
stretched beyond its original inten-
tions. Instead of being good-hu-
mored and requiring minimal 
amounts of clean-up, many jacks are 
now simply random, illegal acts. The 
injecting of red dye into milk at Jones 

College and the flooding of the Will 
Rice College basement are just two 
examples of jacks that crossed the 
line. Students need to know that 
even though it is Willy Week, the 
Code of Student Conduct and Texas 
state laws are not suspended. 

In many cases, colleges are often 
forced into jacking themselves by 
hiding their own property to pre-
vent it from being stolen — the per-
fect example being Sid Richardson 
College altering its own name on 
the college's exterior, so it could 
guarantee those letters would not 
be lost. In addition, some items that 
were not hidden and were stolen, 
such as banners from Jones, Brown 
College and Baker College, are still 
missing. Jacks also place a burden 
on the staff of Food and Housing, 
which usually has to deal with these 
attempts at "creativity." This is not 
the staff's job, and it's unfair for us to 
create more work for them. 

The colleges need to take action 
to police themselves and their jacks 
before the university's administra-
tion does. Each college should set 

See JACKS, Page 4 
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The emperor wears no clothes 

The end of apathy: Rice and the IMF 
About 10,000 souls congre-
gated last week in Washington, D.C., 
to protest the International Mon-
etary Fund and World Bank. Ordi-
narily, Rice s t u d e n t s 
wouldn't have noticed. 

But crazily enough , 
about 75 well-wishers and 
spectac le-chasers from 
your student body and 
mine gathered around 
Willy's statue at 11 a.m. 
Monday for an event offi-
cially billed as a-'Student 
Walkout" in support of the 
D.C. protestors. 

The majority of Rice 
students, like most hap-
less Americans, wonder what all the 
fuss is about. Not easy to say. 

To the extent that the D.C. pro-
tests inherited a legacy generated 
by the Seattle protests against the 
World Trade Organization last De-
cember, the movement's logic op-
poses the more unsavory conse-
quences of global progress. 

The larger mission of both the 
IMF and WTO, of course, is to spread 
globalization and international com-
merce. In theory, that's a good thing 
because people who have enough to 
eat and a roof over their heads can 
shift their attention from strictly 
mater ia l i s t c o n c e r n s to m o r e 
"postmaterialist" issues such as hu-
man rights and environmentalism. 

Nevertheless, free trade as in-
flicted by the IMF and WTO in re-
cent years has proven ugly. For one 
thing, social stratification tends to 
increase in countries that accept IMF 
loans and WTO-sponsored foreign 

James 
Dallal 

investment. Those who don't de-
velop rapidly enough default on their 
loans and incur crippling debt. 

Development has also proven det-
rimental to labor unions. 
When laborers cannot or-
ganize, they have no guar-
antee that employers will 
pay them fairly or refrain 
from abusing them. In 
addition, environmental 
pollution proceeds with-
out obstacle. 

Worse, membership 
in the WTC) generally en-
tails forfeiting trade re-
strict ions against any 
other member, even one 

that maintains lax standards for hu-
man rights and environmental pro-
tection. Still, proponents of free trade 
insist that a fully-developed economy 
serves to alleviate these conditions. 

To sum up the IMF/WTO ethos: 
Globalization might undermine hu-
man rights and environmental pro-
tection, but we must accept these 
temporary harms if we want to de-
velop the global economy to the level 
where all countries can uphold hu-
man rights and environmentalism. 
An ingenious circularity. 

But against this quite structured 
incoherence, current protest move-
ments fail to offer a coherent alter-
native. Instead, they offer too many 
voices, from neo-Marxists to green 
freaks to union organizers to animal 
rights activists to Ralph Nader, high 
priest of general dissent. 

Still, this array of protestors 
serves the important function of sub-
jecting the IMF and WTO to closer 

scrutiny. These are, after all, organi-
zations that make a substantial share 
of major international economic de-
cisions, yet neither has a single offi-
cial chosen by popular election. The 
W r O ' s stringent secrecy clauses are 
troubling as well. 

According to the frequently-em-
ployed apathy narrative, we at Rice 
don't care about any of thfe stuff. 

In fact, the widespread convic-
tion that Rice undergraduates have 
no political consciousness may be 
the surest sign that we do. 

Proof? We'll take a quick stroll 
clown the Student Organizations 
Web page: Amnesty International, 
Students for a Free Tibet, Friends of 
Young Minds, ADVANCE, Habitat 
for Humanity, the Rice Fellows Pro-
gram, Macrocosm, the Twelve Hours 
Club, the Environmental Club, the 
Student Committee on Near East-
ern Affairs and the Rice Student Vol-
unteer Program all busy themselves 
with affairs beyond the hedges. And 
while none of these organizations 
fancies itself revolutionary, each 
harbors goals much larger than a 
six-figure salary. 

Why, then, is everyone convinced 
we're apatheticPTwo guesses: First, 
most of these organizations remain 
invisible for students who don't par-
ticipate in them. Second, because of 
that invisibility to outsiders, few of 
theSfe organizations bother commu-
nicating with each other. 

We therefore owe thanks to three 
of our colleagues, Jesse Dickerman, 
Maya Balakrishnan and Mi les 
Rodriguez. Last week, Dickerman 

See WALKOUT, Page 4 

Guest column 

Invisible war with Iraq harms innocent civilians 
A t t h e height of the Persian Gulf 
War nine years ago, a tragedy oc-
curred. The U.S. Air Force bombed 
the Al-Amiriya bomb shelter in 
Baghdad, killing nearly 
1,200 civilians." 

Although military au-
thorities claimed they sus-
pected weapons were kept 
in the shelter, survivors 
report that the area was 
under survei l lance for 
three days before the 
bombing. 

Authorities must have 
seen the many innocent 
civilians whom the bomb-
ing would inevitably kill. 
The Al-Amiriya shelter now serves 
as a shrine to the victims who boiled 
to their deaths that February morn-
ing. 

Sadly, an invisible ^ar against 
the Iraqi people continues. Ameri-
can visitors to Iraq, including former 
U.N. Assistant Secretary Dennis 
Halliday, report that Iraq continues 
to be bombed about three times a 
week. Even more troubling is the 
United Nations' U.S.-led economic 
sanctions against Iraq, which pre-
vent the rebuilding of the nation's 
infrastructure. 

On Friday, hundreds of students 
from across the United States, in-
cluding students from Rice, spoke 
out against U.S. policy on Iraq. They 
committed civil disobedience by vio-
lating sanctions and each attempt-
ing to send about a pound of food 
and medicine to Iraq. After the post 
office refused their packages, the 
students rerouted the food and medi-
cine to President Bill Clinton, Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Albright or 
their congressperson. Some hand-
del ivered the package to their 
congressperson . The protesters 
urged officials to keep the medicine 
until they can provide justification 
for keeping medical supplies from 
innocent children. 

According to an August 1999 
U N I C E F report, an e s t i m a t e d 
500,000 Iraqi children under the age 
of five have died as a direct result of 
the economic sanctions. Because, 

Salma 
Bakht 

Iraq is unable to buy parts to repair 
water purification systems, Iraqis are 
forced to drink sewage. The chil-
dren are dying from starvation, diar-

rhea and curable infec-
tious diseases. Sanctions 
have prevented repair of 
the infrastructure, ruined 
a once - soph i s t i ca t ed 
medical care system and 
have killed over one mil-
lion Iraqis of all ages. The 
sanctions, however, have 
not a f fec ted Saddam 
Hussein's regime. 

To understand its de-
structive nature, consider 
the context of the sanc-

tions. During the Gulf War, 88,500 
tons of bombs Wfere dropped, target-
ing Iraq's infrastructure, including 
electricity and water systems. Sixty 
percent of the bombs were dropped 
on cities and villages, and over 90 
percent of the bombs used during 
the Gulf War were not smart bombs. 
Sanctions were imposed to force Iraq 
out of Kuwait. 

After Iraq withdrew, sanctions 
continued. The target date for end-
ing the blockade has moved con-
stantly in the past decade. Sanctions 
have been linked with weapons in-
spections, the capability to build 
chemical weapons and the ousting 
of Hussein. Under current U.N. 
Resolution 1284, which discourages 
foreign investment in Iraq, no end to 
sanctions is in sight. 

In essence, sanctions mean that 
Iraq can't sell oil, which is of course 
how the country normally sustains 
itself. The oil-for-food program has 
proved insufficient, and two of the 
program's coordinators have re-
signed in protest. The United Na-
tions Security Council is notorious 
for not approving entry of such im-
portant goods as spare parts for oil 
production and baby milk powder. 

Iraq's situation is further compli-
cated by what the U.N. calls "the 
problem of complementarity." The 
problem of complementarity means 
that certain things are allowed into 
Iraq, but then their necessary 
corp^l^ipents are not approYe,d. The ( 

Security Council may allow dentist 
chairs into the country, but then the 
U.S. uses its veto to keep compres-
sors out. Insulin, yes; syringes, no. 
Life support machines, yes; comput-
ers to run them, no. 

Together, tbe Gulf War, sanc-
tions, the oil-for-food program and 
continued bombings const i tute 
seige, or total war on Iraq. The 
United States is preventing the re-
building of the country and killing 
all hope among Iraqis, as well as any 
chance for Iraqi opposition parties 
to overthrow Saddam Hussein. 
American students should not con-
tinue to look the other way while 
U.S. foreign policy destroys a nation 
and punishes innocent civilians. 

Salma Bakht is a Jones College 
senior. 

Guest column 

Guns alone do not corrupt 
L e t m e begin with a truism: 
"Guns don't kill; people kill."This 
is as obvious as the fact that cars 
do not get drunk and cause may-
hem on our roads. The 
gun-grabber's answer 
to this trutfy is com-
monly, "It is not guns 
themselves, but their 
easy availability." 

If access to and pos-
s e s s i o n of f irearms 
caused homicide, then, 
other factors be ing 
equal, we could expect 
that Switzerland, with 
its highest per capita 
gun ownership, would 
exhibit horrendous rates of ho-
mic ide by f irearms. But 
Switzerland's homicide rate is 
one of the lowest in the world. 

The Union of South Africa has 
a much lower gun ownership 
level than the United States, but 
the homicide rate in that country 
is about four times greater than 
here. Although many killings in 
South Africa do not involve guns, 
it is clear that a comparison of 
statistics in different societies 
indicates that the mere availabil-
ity of weapons does not by itself 
lead to high levels of violence. 

The real problem is rooted in 
criminality, not machines. Much 
of the present debate on gun con-
trol has been initiated by killings 
in schools. It is of course truly 
justified to be greatly concerned 
about three horrible acts and to 
consider the means to prevent 
them in the future. 

Shootings and bombings in 
schools are a relatively recent 
p h e n o m e n o n in the United 
States. Despite much effort, I can 
find no recorded incidents of such 
events from 1930 up to the mid-
1980s. In those years of school 
safety, guns were clearly more 
available to the U.S. public and 
the plethora of gun laws had not 
yet descended upon us. Why 
could the child of the 1950s at-
tend school in relative safety in a 
society that had experienced the 
turmoil of two world wars and-
the gross civil disobedience re-
sulting from the passage of the 
Volstead Act? 

Perhaps that child was 
brought up by parents who were 
actually married to each other 
and provided a stable home and 
moral guidance. Perhaps that 
child was not exposed to huge 
doses of the most revolting forms 
of violence and pornography from 
a virtually unrestricted media in-
dustry. Perhaps that child was 
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not exposed to the sea of illegal 
drugs that now washes over our 
nation. Perhaps that child was 
not provided with behavioral 

guidel ines from the 
highest political lead-
ers exhibiting deceit 
and moral turpitude of 
outrageous propor-
tions. 

It is true that U.S. 
society has always had 
its drugs and crooked 
politicians, but I believe 
demoralizing forces 
have never been asram-
pant as they are today. 

How can we solve 
the problem of violence in our 
society? I am frankly quite pessi-
mistic. The societal changes that 
have accompanied a loosening of 
moral standards are not easily 
reversible. The political courage 
involved in setting right these 
problems, which beset a large 
fraction of Americans growing 
up in a miserable environment of 
drug abuse, violence and the ab-
sence of a stable family, is hardly 
to be found in our present crop of 
political "leaders." 

But the picture is not uni-
formly bleak. Gun violence is ac-
tually decreasing in the United 
States. The Clinton administra-
tion proudly points out that gun-
related deaths decreased by 38 
percent since the president took 
office. This statistic is true, but 
hardly due to any positive influ-
ence Clinton may have exerted. 

The most probable cause for 
the favorable statistics lies in the 
increasing tendency to punish 
violent offenders with longer jai) 
times. Incarcerating gun crimi-
nals, a measure advocated for 
decades by the National R\f\e 
Association and law enforcement 
agencies, certainly helps.-How-
ever, it only takes hardened crimi-
nals out of circulation and does 
nothing to help the millions of 
children standing at the thresh-
old of criminality. 

The real solution involves a 
massive re-evaluation of our value 
system and a retreat from the 
goals of personal gain, pleasure 
and self-aggrandizement and a 
turning toward the willingness 
and political courage to combat 
moral laxity and burgeoning 
criminality. Let us care more 
about our fellow Americans and 
less about ourselves. 

Rex McLellan is a professor of 
mechanical engineering and ma-
terials science. 
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Guest column 

Beer-Bike balloons should not injure 
I r e a l i z e that over three weeks 
have passed since Beer-Bike, but I 
only recently got a chance to collect 
my thoughts on a particular aspect 
of the festivities.The wa-
ter balloon fight raised 
some safety issues that 
need discussion. 

I )uring the parade 1 was 
si ruck in the eye by a wa-
ter balloon. Shortly put, it 
was ext remely painful. 
(liven that my eye was still 
twitching when i got to the 
stadium, I decided to go 
see the Emergency Medi-
cal T e c h n i c i a n s . T h e y 
c hecked me ou t and asked if 1 wanted 
to visit the emergency room. Not 
wanting to take any chances', 1 
agreed, and the Campus Police pro-
vided me with an escort to Park 
Plaza Hospital. 

'! he doctor concluded 1 had suf-
fered a minor corneal abrasion, and 
1 needed to wear a patch for a few 
days. On Monday, 1 went to see an 
ophthalmologist to assess the possi-
bility of permanent damage. This 
incident, plus the wisdom tooth ex-
traction 1 underwent that next Fri-
day, put me behind on my school-
work, grading and bills. Because I 

Michael 
Yantoska 

was unable to work for a week, I had 
to ask my parents to pay my income 
taxes, and 1 now have $4 in my check-
ing account. Thankfully, 1 had no 

, permanent damage done 
to my eye. 

At this point, some of 
you are probably saying, 
"Well, that's the risk you 
take when you participate 
in a water balloon fight." 

Bullshit. I was not the 
only victim^f a head shot. 
A friend of mine got hit in 
the ear and was unable to 
hear out of that ear for at 
least that entire day. Why 

was 1 pelted from all sides by water 
balloons until I was hit point-blank 
in the face my freshman year? Be-
cause 1 had yelled at the Baker Col-
lege truck for hitting me in the head 
five minutes beforehand. 

These injuries are not isolated 
events. They do not constitute a "risk 
of participation." They are statisti-
cally significant events and may even 
bear malicious intent, as evidenced 
by my freshman experience. 

Some people take the water bal-
loon fight so seriously that they will 
vandalize and destroy private prop-
erty to get at a college's supply of 
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balloons. Others treat it as an exer-
cise in combat, going so far as to 
under-fill balloons with the explicit 
purpose of leaving welts on impact. 
A large number of participants are 
too inebriated to effectively control 
their throws. 

It is a surprise that no one has 
suffered a permanently debilitating 
injury. 

At the very least, we should ban 
alcohol before and during the pa-
rade and le\y a "head shot" fine of 
$250, about the cost of an emer-
gency room visit. Perhaps we could 
augment the parade with a water 
gun fight instead: less chance of 
injury, and everyone could still get 
wet. 

If we can't have a p&rade without 
sending people to the hospital, then 
we shouldn't have a water balloon 
fight at all. 

Before you object on grounds of 
college unity and the oppression of 
the ubiquitous Man, take a step back 
and ask yourself: Why should a col-
lege only be able to bond by throw-
ing projectiles with enough force to 
physically incapacitate someone? 

Michael Yantoska is a Will Rice Col-
lege junior. 

Walkout just the beginning 
WALKOUT, from page 3 
took the important first step of 
actually going to D.C. and par-
ticipating in the rallies himself. 
Balakrishnan and Rodriguez 
merit an even bigger shout-out 
for organizing the student walk-
out last Monday. 

As a rally, it seemed a failure: 
It was hot, nobody really knew 
why they were there and nobody 
really learned anything. The 
speeches were mostly unhelpful 
— some Marxist crazy ("this is 
about good versus evil"), the 
Texas Green Party candidate for 
U.S. Senator (who mostly wanted 
to get elected) and Professor of 
Sociology and Political Science 
Chandler Davidson, who admit-
ted ignorance about the work-
ings of international economics 
(honesty at last). Davidson did, 
however, suggest some plausible 
ways to foster further discussion. 

And then there was the stroke 
of brilliance: afolding table at the 
back of the setup where students 
could procure literature about the 
D.C. rally — albeit the polemical 
stuff prepared by the demonstra-
tors themselves — and sign up 

on a sheet of notebook paper for 
something new called "Students 
for Global Justice." 

What is it? Damned if I know. 
For now, it's just another listserv. 
But that doesn't mean it can't 
become more soon, and I doubt 
that it will fizzle because too many 
s tudents have been want ing 
something like this for too long. 

The group promises to pro-
mote discussion about all these 
matters. That doesn't presuppose 
any particular conclusion. But 
thanks to Balakr ishnan and 
Rodriguez, we now have a better 
chance of encountering more 
views, sharpening our analysis 
and possibly even doing some-
thing about it. The transnational 
corporations don't know how to 
fix anything, and neither do the 
protestors. But maybe, with a 
careful, reasoned debate, we can. 

For once, we have no clue 
where we're headed, and that's 
an exciting prospect. 

Go nuts. 

James Dallal is opinion editor and 
a lj)vett College sophomore. He 
can be reachedc/jdallal@rice.edu. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
JACKS, from Page 2 
up a process through which jacks 
are reviewed by several students 
before they are carried out. Such a 
system, similar to the ones currently 
operating at Baker and Ix>vett Col-
lege, would increase the account-
ability of individual students and 
decrease the chance of dangerous 
and illegal jacks. This filtering pro-
cess would allow the spirit of jacks 
— spontaneity and creativity — to 
survive and at the same time would 
prevent the problems that can cur-
rently arise. 

The eight college presidents, 
2000-'01 

Wiess students call for 
SA to act proactively 
To the editor: 

I was one of the few Wiessmen at 
the Student Association meeting on 
April 10 who did not throw in an 
opinion about the relationship be-
tween the colleges and the SA 
("Wiess students question SA rep-
resentation," April 14). Their griev-
ances were not about Wiess College 
or what has happened to Wiess as 
much as the fact that the administra-
tion of this university has not taken 
into account the feelings of its un-
dergraduate students when making 
decisions that directly affect them. 
' The SA cannot wait for the ad-

ministration to come up with a plan 
to be protested; the SA's responsi-
bility as the voice of the undergradu-
ate student body is to make sure the 
administration knows what the stu-
dents of Rice think about the issues 
that affect them. The SA is in the 
unique position of being the one 
undergraduate assembly the admin-
istration and Board of Trustees ac-
tually consult. The Wiess'students 
who came to the meeting only want 
the SA to accept arid utilize that 
responsibility to help all of the stu-
dents at Rice. 

Anyone who attends needs to re-
alize that discussion takes time. SA 
meetings should not be wrapped up 
at 11 p.m., bul whenever issues are 
resolved or discussions peter out. 

Also, some of the a t tendees 
seemed to have a very defensive 
attitude. Perhaps they were defen-
sive because they felt that the new-
comers were intruding on their 
"turf." The SA should be a body that 
serves the colleges and the under-
graduates and must answer to those 
people. If they come to a meeting 
and complain, that means the SA 
wasn't doing its job. Wiess sopho-

more Mike Flynn-O'Bfien's ideas 
about taking information back to the 
colleges were not even mentioned 
in the Thresher article. Initiatives 
like that can help prevent the feeling 
that you are uninformed and not 
listened to — a feeling that is perva-
sive at Wiess and across campus. 

At Wiess, the SA is viewed as a 
joke; Wiess s o p h o m o r e J o s h 
Ginsberg's comment that "the great-
est part of the student population 
doesn't believe in this body" is en-
tirely accurate. Wiessmen are work-
ing to change their attitudes about 
the SA. Hopefully, the SA will make 
an equal effort to understand the 
concerns of Wiess and the seven 
other residential colleges. 

Matt Mitchell 
Wiess junior 

SA and U. Court fail to 
address oversight well 
To the editor: 

The Student Association clearly 
advertised that fou r positions needed 
to be filled on University Court in 
the Spring Elections: one unclaimed 
position from the last election, and 
three new representatives at-large. 
For this reason, my roommate and I 
both ran for those positions. The 
night before elections started, the 
SA secretary informed us that a mis-
take had been made; U. Court had 
changed its constitution last semes-
ter, and only that day had informed 
the SA that the representative at-
large positions no longer existed. 
With only one open spot left, my 
roommate and I were now compet-
ing for the same position. 

For such an egregious mistake 
to have slipped through, no one on 
either organization must have been 
playing very close attention to what 
was going on. U. Court's constitu-
tion was changed last semester; all 
it would have taken was one person, 
since then, in either organization, to 
notice the disparity. . 

Not one person I talked to in 
investigating this has given me any 
assurances that this sort of thing 
will not happen again, or that steps 
are taken to make sure of that. The 
fact that the-£SA and U. Court, the 
two organizations most involved in 
organizing and regulating the elec-
tions, don't seem to care about the 
election any more than the majority 
of the student body is most disturb-
ing of all. 

Aalok Mehta 
Hanszen College ,'unior 

Responses distort letter 
To the editor: 

I feel there were a number of 
misrepresentations in the responses 
to my April 7 letter by Student Com-
mittee on Near Eastern Affairs mem-
b e r s Andrea Hinckson ("Anti-
Semit i sm d o e s not apply to 
Finkelstein," April 14) and Ayesha 
Najam ("Professor Wolin's letter 
discourages discourse," April 14). 

Finkelstein is a failed scholar who 
has zero credibility among Middle 
East experts and who is given to 
floating anti-Semitic canards—e.g. , 
equating Israelis with Nazis — in-
stead of making intelligent and fair-
minded arguments. He tries to pass 
himself off as "knowledgeable," but 
doesn't know the basic languages of 
research. 

The question remains: Why does 
SCONEA feel compelled to scrape 
the bottom of the scholarly barrel to 
drive home an anti-Israeli agenda? 
Why not choose from among the 
fatjljs of respectable Middle East 
scholars who are critical of Israeli 
policies? 

That Finkelstein represents a 
point of view on Middle Eastern af-
fairs (i.e., critical of Israel) that is 
rarely heard is laughable. At Rice in 
recent years there have been guest 
lectures by P^dward Said, Hana 
Ashwari and Yasir Arafat. Whose 
point of view is it, then, that is not 
getting across? * 

In 1996, I organized a lecture 
series at Rice entitled "Historians 
on the Holocaust: A Fin-de-Siecle 
Perspective" that was critically di-
rected at Daniel Goldhagen's bo«k, 
Hitler's Willing Executioners. Among 
the historians who spoke were Chris-
topher Browning (Goldhagen's main 
antagonist), Saul Friedlander and 
M ichael Marrus. While all expressed 
far-reaching cri t icisms of Gold-
hagen's book, none impugned^his 
integrity as a scholar. Finkelstein, 
by calling Holocaust scholarship a 
"circus" and Goldhagen a "clown," 
discredits himself and cheapens 
debate. 

The' s a m e is t r u e about 
Finkelstein's malicious — and his-
torically untenable — comparisons 
between Nazis and Israelis. One can 
certainly criticize specific Israeli 
policies — as 1 do — without resist-
ing to the anti-Semitic canard of de-
scribing them as "Nazi." Such prac-
tices only serve to reopen wounds 
which then have very little chance of 
healing. 

Richard Wolin 
Professor, History Department 
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Baker junior honored 
with scholarship 

Baker College junior Elizabeth 
Bartmess-I ,eVasseur recently re-
ceived $32,000 for graduate "studies 
from the Beinecke Brothers Memo-
rial Scholarship Program. 

T h e scholarship is awarded an-
nually to about 20 students nation-
wide. Each candidate must be a jun-
ior pursuing a bachelor's degree who 
is planning to g o on to graduate 
school in the humanities or social 
sc iences . Other criteria include su-
perior scholastic achievement, U.S. 
citizenship and financial need. 

Al though s h e d o e s not know 
where she will study yet, Bartrt\ess-
I^eVasseur plans to earn a graduate 
degree in social psychology. 

"It didn't really affect my plans," 
Bartmess-LeVasseur said. "I was 
go ing to go to grad school even if it 
meant I had to live off sawdust and 
tomato skin's for a year. This basi-
cally means 1 can relax and not have 
to worry." 

T h e scholarship is awarded in 
three increments. Immediately af-
ter completing their undergraduate 
education, the winner i§' awarded 
$2,000 for menial expenses . Later, 
$15,000 is provided for each of the 
first two years of graduate school, 
given directly to the institution for 
tuition, and any e x c e s s serves as a 
stipend for living expenses . 

T h e Beinecke Scholarship Com-
mittee invites Rice to nominate one 
student for the award every other 
year. Students apply within their uni-
versity, and a faculty members then 
select a single nominee from among 
the applicants. Th i s year, however, 
no Rice s tudents applied for the 
scholarship. 

Executive Director of Interna-
tional Programs and Scholarships 
Mark Scheid said that he sent e-
mails in the fall to all juniors with 
high GPAs, informing them of a num-
ber of scholarships, including the 
Beinecke Brothers scholarship. 

"I don't know why [no one ap-
plied]," Scheid said. "Maybe the in-
formation was sent out too early and 
people may have forgotten about it. 
There is also a fairly narrow window 
[of those eligible]." 

S c h e i d c o n t a c t e d B a r t m e s s -

I>eVasseur as someone who met the 
criteria, and she applied for and re-
ceived the nomination. 

— Rachel M. Krause 

Owl Weekend declared 
a success 

Fewer prospective students at-
tended this year's Owl Weekend than 
last year's, but the number was just 
about right. 

'ITiree hundred'twenty-seven pro-
spective students came to Rice April 
13-15. 

Associate Director of Admissions 
Kirsten French Rice generally ex-
pects an attendance of about 300 to 
350 students. 

"We did an online registration 
this year," French said. "We had an 
overwhelming response from the 
Ricecommunity in terms of students 
who wanted to host." 

French said that last year there 
were 420 prospectives on campus 
during Owl Weekend, which is "hon-
estly a little more than Rice can 
handle." 

French attributes the lower at-
tendance to programs planned by 
o t h e r u n i v e r s i t i e s . T h i s year , 
Stanford University, Washington 
University and Princeton University, 
among others, also planned week-
end visits for prospective students 
at the same time. 

Airfare to Houston also cost more 
this year than last. 1 

Several activities were planned 
for the Owls, who also had time to 
explore the campus, attend classes 
and socialize. 

T h e Owls were officially wel-
comed during a welcome address 
April 13, followed by a study break at 
Sid Richardson College. 

T h e engineering, humanities, so-
cial sc iences and natural sc iences 
schools held academic meetings for 
interested prospective students Fri-
day afternoon. 

After a day's worth of c lasses and 
lectures, the high school seniors 
went to an activities fair and picnic, 
where numerous clubs and organi-
zations on campus recruited inter-
ested students. 

"I think this was a very success-
ful Owl Weekend," French said. 

— Lisa Law 
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Propaganda on high 
Students going to classes in the engineering quad April 14 came 
across an unexpected message. Will Rice College sophomore Rob 
Morton wrote the message in support of Club 13 while free-climbing 
the statue the night before. 
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R E N A T A E S C O V A R / T H R E S H E R 

Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Edward Albee spoke in Duncan Hall Wednesday night. The format was question-and-
answer, moderated by Linguistics Lecturer Douglas Mitchell. Albee, the author of Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
teaches creative writing at the University of Houston. 

Edward Albee comes to campus 
by Jett McAlister 

T H K K S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Renowned playwright Edward 
Albee discussed his writing process, 
his thoughts oft art and his opinions 
about theater in a question-and-an-
swer session Wednesday night. The 
discussion, moderated by Linguis-
tics Lecturer Douglas Mitchell, was 
in McMurtry Auditorium of Duncan 
Hall. 

'I've always thought 
that any play that can't 
be done with'tweTdhairs 
and a light bulb has 
problems.' 

— Edward Albee 
Playwright 

Albee is perhaps best known for 
his groundbreaking Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?, and has also won 
three Pulitzer Prizes for his plays A 
Delicate Balance, Seascape and Three 
Tall Women. His newest work, The 
Play About the Baby, is currently 
making its American premiere at 
the Alley Theatre. 

Mitchell began the discussion by 
asking Albee about a statement the 
playwright made in the 1980s that 
"all art is corrective." 

"Any art that leaves you the same 
as you were before you experienced 
it is merely decorative," Albee said. 
"Art should put us more in contact 
with the possibilities of life." 

For Albee , art s h o u l d - m a k e 
people confront parts of themselves 
they would otherwise ignore. 
- "I don't think that art should take 

us away from ourselves," he said. 
"Art is corrective in that it brings us 
in contact with those things we ig-
nore." 

Albee also discussed his belief 
that all fields of art are related to one 
another. 

"All the arts help each other,-
they all feed on each other," he said. 
"The danger is parochialism and iso-
lationism."To encourage interaction 
among artists of various disciplines, 
Albee said he founded an artists' 
retreat in New York for creative art-
ists of all types. 

A l b e e t h i n k s of p l a y s and 
'playwriting in terms of music. "When 
I write my plays now, I have the 
distinct feeling that I'm composing 
music," he said. 

Without giving away any details, 
he said that his next play "will be for 
four actors and a conductor. All the 
action will be conducted." 

In discussing his literary activi-
ties outside of the theater, Albee 

mentioned his failures as a novelist 
and as a poet. "I never felt like a poet, 
I just felt like someone who was 
writing poetry," he said. "And I'm 
responsible for what must be the 
two worst novels ever written by an 
American teenager." 

Albee teaches a playwriting work-
shop at the University of Houston 
each year. 

"I learn by teaching," he said. "I 
wouldn't teach if I didn't learn from 
it. I think that it's a responsibility — 
if you know something about a craft, 
you have a responsibility to share 
your knowledge with others." 

When asked about his affinity for 
bare, minimalist settings in his plays, 
Albee quipped, "I've always thought 
that any play that can't be done with 
two chairs and a light bulb has prob-
lems." Albee then discussed the dif-
ferences between theater and film. 
"A play shouldn't be a movie," h e 
said. "A play is a visual and a heard 
experience, but more importantly a 
heard experience. I don't like things 
that get in the way of hearing." 

Mitchell also asked Albee about 
his writing process, one that Albee 
earlier described to Mitchell as " b e 
ing with play" — metaphorically 
pregnant with the work. 

"I discover that I have been think-
ing about a play," he said. "Not that 
I am thinking about it, but that I have 
been thinking about it. In a way, it's 
like I discover that I've been intellec-
tually knocked up." 
< Albee said he lets the work de-

velop in his mind uritil he feels he 
truly k n o w s the characters and 
knows what he wants from the play. 

At that point, the point when the 
play "wants to be written down," he 
said he writes it by hand. "You don't 
have to write every day, you just 
have to be a writer everyday. I wait 
until things are ready to be written 
down," Albee said. 

The result of Albee's intensive 
conceptualizing about a play is that 
once it is written he revises very 
little. 

"I think there's nothing wrong 
with doing drafts, if you don't mind 
losing spontaneity," he said. 

One audience m e m b e r asked 
Albee about his new production, The 
Play About the Baby. In response, 
Albee told her to clear her mind of 
her expectations for the play. 

"Every time you're going to the 
theater, you're going to see the first 
playyou've ever seen," he said. Albee 
said that if audiences don't have ex-
pectations, their reception of any 
play is more natural." 

Albee also discussed his concerns 
about contemporary theater, much 
of which he likened to popular cin-
ema. 

"A lot of our audiences are get-
ting a little too passive," he said. "A 
lot of our audiences don't want the 
boat rocked. A lot of our audiences 

want the theater to be empty, like 
TV and movies s e e m to be." 

English Professor Dennis Huston 
said Albee's talk was wonderful. "He 
talked with great knowledge , of 
course, but also with a wonderful 
wit," he said. "It was fully possible to 
understand how a man like him could 
write funny plays as well as moving 
ones." 

'Art should put us more 
in contact with the 
possibilities of life.' 

— E d w a r d ASbee 

"He was a man who loves talking 
about theater and art arid the pro-
c e s s of converting somehow life to 
art, or making art live," Huston said. 

Sid Richardson College freshman 
L Almagor said Albee was a good 
speaker whose discussion revealed 
his intelligence. "I think he's a bril-
liant playwright. ... I thought he was 
a fabulous speaker," she said. 

buf fa loexc lwn2e .com 
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by Meghan Miller 
THKKKHKKSTAFF 

Approximately 50 to 75 students 
gathered in the academic quadrangle 
Monday as part of a nationwide pro-
test against the World Trade Orga-
nization, the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. 

University students nationwide 
gathered at 11 a.m. to show support 
for protesters in Washington, D.C., 
and to learn more about WIT) poli-
cies and their consequences. 

Complaints against the IMF and 
World Bank include inactivity toward 
world hunger, poverty, militariza-
tion, •environmental problems, sex-
ism and human rights. 

Organized by Wiess College stu-
dents Miles Rodriguez, a freshman, 
and Maya Balakrishnan, a senior, 
the rally was originally publicized as 
a walkout where people could come 
to show support for a cause. They 
decided to change the event to a 
"teach-in," where people could come 
and learn more about the issue. 

"A lot [of students] didn't know 
what the IMF, WTO and World Bank 
were,".Balakrishnan said. "Making 
it just a walkout doesn't make any 
sense at Rice." 

The three main speakers ex-
plained the i r individual organi-
zation's concerns and their places in 
the national activist convergence in 
Washington, D.C., calling for an end 
to the IMF and the World Bank in 
order to "Globalize Liberation, not 
Corporate Power," as one of the fli-
ers handed out at the rally said. 

Alliance for Global Jastice, 50 
Years is Fnough Network and Soli-
darity are some of the organizations 
involved in the national effort, along 
with the Communist Party USA and 
the Green Party. 

The IMF and World Bank are 
"great for the rich and great for the 
centralization of power," CPUSA rep-
resentative Bernard Sampson said 
at the t«ach-in. He called for an end 
to partisan politics. Sampson said 
there is very little difference between 
the Democratic and Republican par-
ties, like two arms on the same body. 

A member of the Communist 
Party since high school, Sampson 
spoke about the continuing dispar-
ity between the rich and the poor 
and labor rights. 

"It's nothing new," he said. "It's 
just the people over time that have 
changed." 

'A. lot [of students] 
didn't know what the 
IMF, WTO and World 
Bank were. Making it 
just a walkout doesn't 
make any sense at 
Rice.' 

— Maya Balakrishnan 
Wiess College senior 

Doug Sandage , Texas Green 
Party candidate for the U.S.-Senate, 
was more concerned with environ-
mental issues. After a few cracks 
about politicians,-Rice University and 
Houston's air quality, he reeled off a 
series of statistics concerning defor-
es t a t ion , s p e c i e s loss and t h e 
economy. 

"Houston is the worst in America 
in terms of the industrial environ-
ment, air and water quality, the di-
rection we're going and the hollow 
look on peA)le's faces," Sandage 
said. 

Citing road rage, school violence 
and dr-ugs as signs of the need for 
r e fo rm, S a n d a g e expla ined the 
Green Party platform of "social jus-
tice, economic wisdom, nonviolence 
and a grassroots movement" as a 
forum for change. 

"We want private profits to take a 
back seat to t h e public interest. We 

W J / J./' 

JAMIE LISAGOR/THRESHER 

Wiess College junior Sarah Pitre attended Monday's walkout/teach-in in the 
academic quad. Students gathered to learn more about the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund. 

don't want a world government, es-
pecially one run out of Geneva by 
massive corpora t ions under the 
guise of'global f ree trade,"' Sandage 
wrote in an April 9 Houston Chronicle 
column. In it, he asked voters to sign 
petitions to put the Green Party on 
the ballots. 50,000 signatures are 
needed in the next 50 days, and a 
copy of the column and the petitions 
were circulated at the rally. 

Sampson entreated students to 
use their education to change global 
politics. 

"You're being trained to help the 
people we're fighting against right 
now," he said. "You have the chance 
to use this education to turn the 
tables." 

Sociology D e p a r t m e n t Chai r 
Chandler Davidson suggested ac-
tions students and others could take 
to be "involved in humankindr"-«\ 

Davidson emphasized the need 
to analyze issues and talked about 
missionary work and humanitarian 
organizations like the Peace Corps, 
UNICEF and Amnesty International. 

"If it is necessary to reform the 
workings of international organiza-
tions, analysis is less exciting than 
protests, but essential," he said. 

Dav idson s u g g e s t e d s t u d y 
groups, study abroad programs de-
voted to e x a m i n i n g t h e conse-
quences of globalization and courses 
on the functions of the WTO, IMF 
and the World Bank. * 

"The death of an African child 
from AIDS is as important as the 

. d e a t h of an A m e r i c a n ch i ld , " 
Davidson said. "Act in a way that will 
increase the chances of the poorest 
person to lead a full life." 

S tuden t s said they were im-
pressed with the speakers ' argu-
ments and suggestions. 

"It was good because it intro-
duced ideas students might not have 
been exposed to," Will Rice junior 
Jason Hardy, a Green Party sup-
porter, said. 

Some students said they were 
unhappy with the rally because ale 
though the first two speakers were 
interesting, they did not give much 
information on the IMF^and World 
Bank. 

Also, they said only Davidson of-
fered suggestions for change. 

"They were speaking at a really 
abstract level without making a con-
nection to the students," Hanszen 

College junior Morela Hernandez 
said. 

H e r n a n d e z sa id s h e and 
Balakrishnan are planning forums 
to educate s tudents on the workings 
of global politics. 

'Houston is the worst in 
America in terms of the 
industrial environment, 
air arid water quality, 
the direction we're 
going and the hollow -
look on people's faces.' 

— Doug Sandage 
Texas Green Party candidate 

Hernandez 's father worked for 
the Inter-American Development 
Bank, an international organization 
much like the World Bank, for three 
years, evaluating and distributing 
funding for social reform projects in 
developing Central American coun-
tries. He is currently the campaign 
manager for Honduran presidential 
candidate Ricardo Maduro, whose 
main platform is social reform and 
education. 

Balakrishnan studied abroad in 
South Africa and worked on a water 
sanitation public health project. 

She is working with Rodriguez to 
form Rice Students for Global Jus-
tice, an organisation devoted to rais-
ing awareness, holding discussion 
forums and serving as a network for 
student activists. 

"I know students who are con-
cerned with issues but act on an 
individual basis. The re hasn' t been a 
concerted, active effort by a collec-
tive mass," Balakrishnaivsaid about 
political activism at Rice. 

Hardy hopes the new organiza-
tion will help mobilize s tudents . 
"There is a lot of fragmentation of 
interests that need some sort of con-
glomeration," he said. 

M o r e i n fo rma t ion abou t t h e 
WTO, IMF and World Bank, as well 
as Monday 's rally is available at 
www. owlnet. rice, edu/-traveler. 

http://www.brazosbookstore.com
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Seniors skate to Austin 
for Multiple Sclerosis 

by Ben Johnson 
THRKKHKRSTAFF 

Ever inline-skated around the 
Outer Loop? How about doing it 60 
times in a row? 

Will Rice College senior Luke 
Hartley and Baker College senior 
Tom Burnett braved bumpy roads 
and sloping hills for the MS-150 last 
weekend, a 182-mile non-competi-
tive bicycling trip from Houston to 
Austin that draws approximately 
5,000 participants annually and raises 
over $1 million to support the Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Burnett skated 96 miles to the 
halfway point in La Grange before 
stopping, while Hartley finished the 
entire 182-mile trip with a handful of 
other in-line skaters. 

"The first 40 to 50 miles were no 
trouble," Burnett said. 'They were 
all flat roads so we were able to hang 
in there with the bikers. But towards 
lunch and after lunch the roads got 
progressively worse and hillier. 
When I got up on the second day I 
had just about had it with the roads, 
so I called it quits." 

Hartley described the second, 
more strenuous half of the trip with 
an analogy. 

"You know at Home Depot when 
you buy paint, and you buy different 
kinds and they shake it in that ma-
chine? Well it's sort of like they're 
doing that to your feet for 60 miles," 
he said. 

The two seniors said they trained 
for about five months, skating 80 to 
90 miles a week. "We started skating 
pretty seriously last semester," 
Burnett said. "We also got involved 
with the Houston skating group Ur-
ban Animal. They inspired us to do 
long-distance skating so we bought 
some new skating equipment and 
decided to do something challeng-
• _ ft ing. 

The two skaters funded the trip 
by themselves and raised about 
$1,000 in pledges. Hartley and 
Burnett both said they were pleased 
with the support from Rice students 

and other MS-150 participants. 
"It was really a good experience 

because there were always bikers 
willing to help out so you could catch 
a good draft off somebody, which is 
really beneficial," Hartley said. "Ev-
erybody was really supportive—ev-
ery time you passed somebody or 
they passed you they would say 
you're 'crazy' or you're 'hardcore,' 
which really kept you going." 

"Rice students were very support-
ive as well," Burnett said. "When I 
came back to school limping around, 
people congratulated me on being 
able to stand up and for staying in 
one piece. It was really inspiring, 

|dly makes you want to smile." re, 

' When I came back to 
school limping artfund, 
people congratulated 
me on being able to 
stand up and for 
staying in one piece. It 
was really inspiring, 
really makes you want 
to smile.' 

— Tom Burnett 
Baker College senior 

Some participants found more 
exotic ways to cover the long stretch 
than just biking or skating. 

"There were people out there who 
were a lot tougher than us," Burnett 
said. 

"One guy completed it on a spe-
cial road bike unicycle with a three-
foot-tall tire, one gear and no coast-
ing. The guy pedaled his unicycle 
182 miles," he said. "Some Navy 
SEALS decided to run it. They started 
on Friday at 9 p.m. and finished on 
Sunday at 4 p.m" 

Teaching award winners announced 
by Susan Abramski 

THRF.SHRR STAFF 

Elizabeth Long and Mikki Hebl 
received prestigious teaching 
awards April 14. 

Long, an associate professor of 
sociology, is the winner of the 
George R. Brown Prize for Excel-
lence in Teaching. Hebl, an assis-
tant professor of psychology, is 
the recipient of this year's Nicolas 
Salgo Distinguished Teaching 
Award. 

Long said good teaching is im-
portant not just for her students 
but also in her life as a scholar. 

"I value watching students ex-
pand into areas of interest that 
were strange to them at first}" Long 
said. "I like watching students 
become more at ease with critical 
thinking and forming their own 
opinions." 

She welcomes class discussion 
and characterizes the atmosphere 
in her classes as informal and 
warm. "One of the things that I try 
to bring to teaching is a way of 
connecting heart and mind, and 
that's always been really impor-
tant to me in what 1 teach," she 
said. "I say stuff about the way 1 
think life can be lived well." 

Hanszen College junior Chris-
tina Hodge said one of Long's char-
acteristics is her concern for her 
students. "She discovers the inter-
est of the class and caters to that 
— she's really flexible," Hodge 
said. "I think a lot of her teaching 
goes beyond the classroom. When 
you have a problem, she's there to 
talk to you." 

According to Student Affairs 
Division Administrator Barbara 
Eudey, alumni who received un-
dergraduate degrees in 1995 and 
1998 selected the recipients of the 
George R. Brown teaching awards. 
"Ballots are sent to alums in the 
clali&es that are two and five years 
out," Eudey said. 

Eudey said the professor re-
ceiving the highest number of 
votes is given the Excellence prize 

VIANNA DAVILA/THRESHER 

Sociology Professor Elizabeth Long 
won this year's George R. Brown 
Award for Excellence in Teaching. 

provided that they she has not 
been previously declared a life-
time recipient. 

The professors receiving the 
next six highest numbers of votes 
receive superior awards for excel-
lence in teaching. 

Long has received the superior 
teaching award three times dur-
ing her 20 years at Rice, but this is 
the first time she has received the 
award for teaching excellence. 

All members of the current jun-
ior and senior classes are given 
the opportunity to vote preferen-
tially for three professors in the 
Salgo award, the first teaching 
award established at Rice. 

A professor may only receive 
the award twice in her career and 
the award cannot be given to the 
same professor within a span of 
seven years. 

Hebl is finishing her second 
year of teaching at Rice. 

"I'm passionate about teach-
ing," she said. "I simply love stu-
dents. I'm passionate about psy-
chology. And I'm so damn lucky to 
be at Rice where the students are 
so good." 

Hebl characterizes her teach-
ing style as personal and open-

VIANNA DAVILA/THRESHER 

Mikki Hebl, professor of psychol-
ogy won the 2000 Nicolas Salgo 
Teaching Award. 

minded. "It's really fun to teach 
the topics where [students] can 
go outside of the classroom and 
say, 'Oh, that's what we read about 
today,'" she said. 

Hebl said it is important to her 
to get to know her students as 
people. She feels it is important to 
learn every student's name and 
something about them, even in a 
large class. 

She has attended track meets, 
plays and performances. She also 
works with students in her lab in 
order to develop relationships out-
side of the classroom. 

Hebl sees the process of teach-
ing as self-improving. 'Teaching 
is definitely a two-way street," she 
said. "I know psychology... [but] I 
feel like my students teach me. 
They don't know it, but I'm really 
the student." 

The six recipients of the George 
R. Brown Award for Superior 
Teaching are: Chandler Davidson, 
professor of sociology and politi-
cal science; Alan Grob, professor 
of English; John Olson, professor 
of biochemistry and cell biology; 
Miguel Quinones, associate pro-
fessor of psychology; and John 
Zammito, professor of history. 
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Anthropology Professor Taylor wins fellowship to study tango 
by J. Cameron Cooper 

THKKSHFK ST A I K 

Anthropology Pro fesso r Jul ie 
Taylor will move to Argentina to re-
search tango next year with funding 
from a pres t ig ious G u g g e n h e i m 
Foundation Fellowship. 

The fellowship is meant "to help 
provide fellows with blocks of time 
in which they can work with as much 
creative freedom as possible," ac-
c o r d i n g to t h e G u g g e n h e i m 
Foundation's Web site. This year, 
182 fellows were selected from 2,927 
applicants. 

Professionals in all fields except 
the performing arts can apply. Fel-
lowships are not available for stu-
dents, institutions or organizations. 

To allow Taylor to live in Argen-
tina next year, Rice will supplement 
the fellowshipgrant of about $34,000. 

The interrelation of 

aesthetics and violence 

is crucial... and the 

book has almost written 

itself' 
— Julie Taylor 

Anthropology professor 

" The Guggenheim is actually a 
low monetary award, but because of 
iis prestige, they try to get institu-
tions to help," Taylor said. "I'll be on 
leave without pay for one semester 
and on leave with pay for a semes-
ter." 

Taylor plans to use the research 
leave to study how tango in Argen-
tina relates to violence in Argentine 
life. 

"Tango includes a form of the-
ater in Argentina which is a native-

VIANNA DA VILA/THRESHER 

Anthropology Professor Julie Taylbr 
received a Guggenheim Fellowship. 

born g r o t e s q u e , " Tay lo r sa id . 
"There 's economic exclusion, state 
violence and gender violence. They 
alj come together in tango, and 
there 's an active debate in these art 
forms. People are working these is-
sues out as they dance." 

Taylor's interest in tango came 
from previous experiences in Argen-
tina, where she learned the dance. 

"I've dedicated my whole career 
to working in Argentina as an an-
thropologist," Taylor said. 

She said she's spent over half of 
her adult life in Argentina. 'Two-
thirds of it I spent working on politi-
cal terror and violence," she said. 
"While 1 was there, 1 began to learn 
tango. I had been trained as a dancer, 
so it was the natural thing to do in 
Argentina." 

'Taylor learned to tango in both 
academies and dance-halls, and she 
eventually she took up tango as a 
research subject. 

"1 do most of my research by 
having become a very, very good 
dancer and hanging out with very, 
very good dancers and listening to 
what they say," Taylor said. "I have 
to be a .good dancer or else they 
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wouldn't talk to me. They probably 
wouldn't even give me the time of 
day. They have some very sad sto-
ries. It's a heart-rending situation." 

Taylor was invited to come to 
teach at Rice in 1981 because of her 
unique specialty. 

"We have a wonderful department 
here at Rice," Taylor said. "It's the 
only place in the United States where 
I could have done this work. 1 was 
very staunchly supported by the 
Anthropology Department." 

Taylor said that the Rice Anthro-
pology Department has a great deal 
of international recognition and is 
known even in South America, 

Taylor plans to return to Rice 
after her year-long research leave to 
resume teaching and to write about 
her experiences in Argentina. 

Because her work is "qualitative 
social science" and about art as well 
as anthropology, Taylor plans on hav-
ing an artistic «ide to the.presenta-
tion of her findings. 

"I'm looking to do either an aca-
demic book with an artistic side or 
maybe an academic book and an 
artistic project," she said. 

She said writing and publication 
will probably take two to four years 

7 have to be a good 
dancer or else they 
wouldn't talk to me. 
They probably wouldn *t 
even give me the time of 
day. They have some 
very sad stories. It's a 
heart-rending 
situation.' 

— Julie Taylor 

after her return, depending on her 
luck. 

Taylor said the Guggenheim Fel-
lowship is a big boost both person-
ally and professionally. 

"It's a lot of fun," she said. "I think 
that after being a single mother and 
having a lot of trouble trying to keep 
a career on track, it's a big inspira-
tion." 

The fellowship came as a sur-

prise to Taylor since it is not usually 
awarded without several years of 
applications. 

"I \yas kicking myself for not ap-
plying for more grants," Taylor said. 
"I was aghast when 1 got the letter. 
Amazed. It's a major recognition of 
my work, which is a blessing." 

Taylor has written several books, 
the most recent one in 1998 that she 
describes as "a memoir of learning 
tango in Argentina." 

Taylor has spent a lot of time in 
Argentina: she has been there dur-
ing the summer fprihe last 10 years 
and during the winter break for the 
past four. 

Her son was born in Buenos 
Aires, and she has many friends 
there. 

"It's a place I love, a place I try to 
contribute to, and I try to spend a lot 
of time there," she said. 

"I'm very glad of the 
Guggenheim," Taylor said. "People 
are not always convinced of the im-
portance of this work. ..>The inter-
relation of aesthetics and violence is 
crucial ... and the book has almost 
written itself. They have stories to 
tell, and [they] know that I'm the 
person to tell them to." 

COURTESY LESTER BUCK 

Anthropology Professor Julie Taylor dances the tango with her partner Luis Canan. at the Day of the Dead celebration 
last year, held at the Lawndale Artspace. Winning the Guggenheim Fellowship allows Taylor to go to Argentina next 
year to continue her research on the tango and its relevance in Argentine life. 

Teacher 
Summer Reading Enrichment Classes 

Graduate students and graduating seniors who love books and reading may apply 

The nation's largest private reading school, the Institute of Reading Development, is now^ 
interv iewing for reading instructors for its 2000 summer session. These classes, offered to 
children of all ages and adults throughout the Houston metropolitan areas (as well as other 
regions throughout the United States), develop students' reading comprehension and study 
skills; more significantly, they emphasize the love of reading and reading for pleasure. These 
are enrichment, not remedial, reading programs. Our classes are offered under the sponsorship 
of public and private universities. 

Graduate students and graduating seniors from any discipline who love books and reading are 
eligible to apply; we are seeking people with intellectual authority, warmth, and high personal 
standards. Previous teaching experience (with adults or children) is valuable, though not 
required. 

I. -V , 

We provide a paid, comprehensive teacher-training program to prepare you to teach students of 
all ages. Our training program will fit the schedule of most students. 
Salary: $500-$600 per .week, plus compensation for mileage. 
Teaching experience: in addition to receiving extensive training, you obtain 240 to 280 hours 
of classroom teaching experience during the summer. ** 

Requirements: undergraduate degree, reliable*car. 

To apply, please call (713) 528-4112. We receive many inquiries, so please be patient if you 
encounter a busy signal. 

t N S T I T t; T E 
I n w a O F R E A D I N G 

<5» 

B I S I D E V H L O P M K N T 

www.readMigprograms.org 

http://www.readMigprograms.org
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'When the pawn hits the conflicts, he thinks like a king...' 
Robin Forman plays his fourth round in the chess tournament Saturday in Duncan Hall hosted by Gambit, the 
Rice Chess Society. Forman, a mathematics professor, won the contest and the $100 first prize. More 
information is available at www.ruf.rice.edu/~chess/events.htm. 

Owlnet urges students to 
'police themselves' 

Metallica files lawsuit against Napster 
by Olivia Allison 

T H K F S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Rock band Metallica accused 
Napster and three universities of 
copyright infringement in a lawsuit 
filed April 13. 

Similarly, rapper Dr. Dre de-
manded in a letter Monday that 
Napster remove all of his music from 
its directory by today. 

Napster is a software program 
released last year that allows users 
to exchange MP3s. Mpeg layer 3 is 
an audio file compression format that 
allows audio files to retain close to 
their original sound quality while 
significantly decreasing the amount 
of disk space they require. 

Howard King, lawyer for both t f 
Metallica and Dr. Dre, told Reuters 
that h e has been contacted by at 
least 10 artists or managers and a 
major publishing company within 
t h e p a s t w e e k a b o u t p u r s u i n g 
Napster ei ther in connection with 
the Metallica lawsuit or in separate 
lawsuits. He said h e expects other 
lawsuits to emerge in coming weeks. 

A press release from Metallica, 
E / M Ventures and Creeping Death 
Music stated that these th ree orga-
nizations are the copyright owners 
of sound recordings and musical 
compositions created by Metallica 
and therefore possess the exclusive 
right to commercially distribute their 
songs. 

This suit alleges that the Univer-
sity of Southern California, Indiana 
Univers i ty , Yale Univers i ty and 
Napster unlawfully used digital au-
dio interface devices, violating the 
Racketeering Influenced and Cor-
rupt Organizations Act. 

The RICO Act wa&.originally in-
t e n d e d to p r o s e c u t e o r g a n i z e d 
crime, but the act has recently been 
used in increasing number s of civil 
lawsuits as well. 

T h e suit states that the defen-
dants have violated the law by en-
abling Napster software use r s to un-
lawful ly e x c h a n g e c o p y r i g h t e d 
songs" and sound recording^ with-
out first notifying copyright-holders. 

Napster is not currently com-
menting on specifics of the lawsuit, 
according to Lauren Friedman, a 
spokesperson for Napster 's public 
relations firm. 

However, in a statement issued 
April 13, Napster 's Acting Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Eileen Richardson 
said Napster did not intend to violate 
copyright laws. 

"It has never been Napster 's in-
tention to belittle the importance of 
artistic production, and we are very 
passionate about helping bands un-
derstand the value of what we offer," 
Richardson said. 

King said he believes his client 
will be awarded millions of dollars in 
damages. 

King said the officials at the uni-
vers i t ies ta rgeted have publicly 
stated that they knew Napster could 
be used for illegal purposes but de-
cided not to take action. 

Vice President for Public Affairs 
at Indiana University Christopher 
Simpson said that Indiana originally 
blocked Napster but later made it 
available again. 

Simpson said they received the 
suit early this week and that the 
university would probably have a 
response by today. 

King said other schools could be 
added later as defendants in the suit. 
"We have drafted it completely in a 
way that allows us to add defen-
dants," he said. 

Yale does not believe it has any 
liability to Metallica under the Digi-
tal Millennium Copyright Act, Yale 
Deputy Director for Public Affairs 
Tom Conroy said. 

'Metallica is more like 
the small businessman. 
out there who says, 
"Damn it, I'm getting 
screwed."' 

— William Deigaard 
Director, Student Computing 

"We p r o v i d e a c c e s s to t h e 
Internet — we don't control how 
people use it," he said. "We believe 
we're a service provider under the 
act." 

T h e Digital Millennium Copy-
right Act limits liability for online 
service providers if the storage of 
information 6n the network is at the 
direction of the users, according to 
the U.S. Copyright Office's summary 
of tfoe act. 

King also said Yale and USC were 
particularly targeted because they 
have strong dramatic arts depart-
ments, and it is ironic that they are 
choosing to support a Web site that 
could undermine the future mon-
etary success of their graduates. 

King said although he expects 
the suit aga ins t Naps te r to go 
through the entire court process, he 
feels that the case against USC, Indi-
ana and Yale might be dropped if the 
universities ban Napster soon. 

"I think if the universities drop 
Napster 1 soon], clients would be fa-
vorably inclined to consider drop-
ping the case," King said. 

Conroy said Naps te r will be 
banned at Yale until the issue has 
been resolved. "We were blocking 
Napster at certain times of day to 
reduce network congestion, and until 
we can clarify certain issues con-
cerning Napster, it will not be acces-
sible," Conroy said. 

King said Tuesday that no court 
date had yet been set. He said 
Metallica first learned of potential 
problems with Napster in Decem-
ber, when the Recording Industry 
Association of America, which in^ 
e l u d e s s u c h r e c o r d l abe l s as 
Interscope, Sony, MCA and Motown, 
filed suit. 

The suit is proceeding in a fed-
eral court in San Francisco but is 
still pending because the court is 
waiting for a decision on the RLAA's 
request to preliminarily shut down 
Napster. 

"Depending on the decision in 
that court, Napster could be banned 
from operating," King said. 

William Deigaard, Rice's direc-
tor of New Media and Student Com-
puting, said he expects the lawsuit 
to define whether universities will 
be held responsible for students' use 
of Internet service provided through 
the university. 

"We're all going to watch this 
'Metallica suit with great interest 
because it will give precedent for 
this kind of thing," Deigaard said. 
" S t u d e n t s a re not t radi t ional ly 
thought of as agents of a university, 
so suing Rice over something stu-
dents are doing is not something 
that would normally happen." 

The reason Napster, and not 
other MP3 sharing programs like 
iMesh and Gnutella, is being tar-
geted, Deigaard said, is that it has 
been shown to be blockable, unlike 
the others. 

Deigaard said he is a little wor-
ried about the potential legal action 
against Rice, but he does not believe 
it will happen. . 

"I'm glad we blocked Napster," 
Deigaard said. "I would say we're 
not in the sights of the RLAA or 
Metallica. Suing Rice is not as excit-
ing as suing Yale." 

Deigaard also said the RIAA 
seems to be more concerned about 
the larger issue of illegal MP3 trad-
ing, while Metallica is more con-
cerned about MP3 trading specifi-
cally related to their music. 

"Napster is just a tool people use 
to share MP3s, and the RIAA cares 
about MP3s being shared just as 
much as Metallica," Deigaard said. 
"Metallica. is more like the small 
businessman out there who says, 
'Damn it, I'm getting screwed. I'm 
going to lash back.' And they get a 
lot of press." 

NETWORK, Paget 
ties and MP3-trading sites used by 
software like Napster. About 49 per-
cent of total Owlnet traffic came from 
MP3-trading programs. 

In response to complaints of net-
work slowness, Miles proposed that 
students voluntarily curtail their use 
of MP3-sharing software to alleviate 
the ne twork o0nges t ion d u r i n g 
hours when the network is. needed 
most for academic purposes. 

Miles said immediately after the 
proposal was announced in the April 
14 issue of The Rice Thresher, stu-
dents ignored it. 

' T o be honest, until last Friday 
there was no significant change in 
traffic except at night," Miles said. 
"We actually saw a significant in-
crease in MP3-sharing traffic at 
night." 

E-mail m e s s a g e s w e r e s e n t 
through college listservs informing 
students of the ban and of the reper-
cussions of ignoring it. 

Additionally, Owlnet Sys tems 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s Ajee t Pai and 
Avinash Pinto answered questions 
at the Student Association meeting 
Monday night. 

Information Technology Systems 
decided to shut off the computer 
ports of students not abiding by the 
ban. 

"We have an automated system 
that shuts off the port," Miles said. 

Miles said they didn't want to ban 
all of the MP3-sharing programs 
outright like they did with Napster 
in January. "We took a very heavy-
handed approach with Napster," he 
said. Instead, they wanted to take an 
approach advocating student respon-
sibility. 

To be honest, until last 
Friday there was no 
significant change in 
traffic except at night. 
We actually saw a 
significant increase in 
MP3-sharing traffic at 
night.' 

— Wyman Miles 
Senior Systems Administrator 

Pai, a Will Rice junior, said that if 
IT merely shut down the software 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., it would en-
courage pepple to constantly try 
whatever methods they could to 
trade MP3s instead of being aware 
of what behavior is permissible and 
what is not. 

Also, Miles said that in.an envi-
ronment of constantly changing soft-
ware, technical blocks are just tem-
porary solutions. He explained that 
there is a "market of extremely smart 
software" that may evolve within the 
year into MP3-sharing resources that 
"will probably use well-known ser-
vices like the Web and we just won't 
be able to stop it." . 

He said it would be virtually im-
possible to put a technical stop on 
MP3-sharing over a Web-based sys-
tem. 

Miles said that areas of severe 
network traffic come to the attention 
of systems administrators, but the 

Contents of the data being transmit-. 
ted over the network is never exam-
ined, as per Owlnet policy. 

Pai said Owlnet isn't concerned 
with network traffic until iflbecomes 
problematic. 

"Basically, what people do on the 
network is not important to us until 
it starts to affect the usability of the 
network for other people," Pai said.*' 

IT began shutting down student 
ports Tuesday at 8 a.m. although 
the original plans were to shut them 

down Monday night. 
At press time, at least five ports 

had been shut down, Pai said. Be-
fore Tuesday, there were about 150 
s tudents whose ports would haye 
been shut down, but when they were 
warned of the unacceptable software, 
almost all stopped. 

Those students whose ports were 
shut down showed a consistent pat-
tern of significant and heavy usage 
of the sof tware dur ing daylight 
hours, Pzy said. 

'Basically; what people 
do on the network is not 
important to us until it 
starts to affect the 
usability of the network 
for other people.' 

— Ajeet Pai 
Systems Adminstrator 

Pai said ports are generally locked 
until the student has had a chance to 
speak with an Owlnet administrator. 
If a student 's port is accidentally 
locked, he or she can speak to an 
administrator to correct and explain 
the mistake. 

If the student repeatedly violates 
the daytime-usage ban, the port 
could be locked for longer periods 
of time or the student could be re-
ferred to University Court. 

Pai also mentioned that if a stu-
dent tried to change ports with her 
roommate , the roommate ' s port 
would also be locked. This is pos-
sible, Pai said, because each com-
puter has a unique hardware ad-
dress. 

Napster remains completely in-
accessible to s tudents during all 
hours. "We initially banned Napster 
for bandwidth reasons," Miles said, 
explaining that he sees "no reason 
to enable Napster since it would just 
make the problem wors^" 

T h e legality of trafficking copy-
righted MP3s is not quite certain, 
Pai said. 

Owlnet's Acceptable Use Policy, 
signed by all s tudents entering Rice, 
states that s tudents are not allowed 
to distribute copyrighted material 
whether or not there is a copyright 
notice attached. 

Miles also said there has been a 
continuing trend of increasing traf-
fic on MP3-sharing p rograms at 
night. 

"It would be nice if s tudents go 
above and beyond what we've asked 
for," Miles said, although he also 
said that he doesn't expect traffic to 
decrease during the night hours. 

InformationTechnology Systems 
has also made a few significant modi-
fications to Owlnet to alleviate traffic 
congestion. 

IThas installed a second Ethernet 
router link to Owlnet. 

"Originally, Owlnet had a single 
Ethernet link to the rest of campus. 
What we did last week was add an-
other one," Miles said. 

He .explained that the second 
Ethernet link "relieves Connection 
performance between campus com-
puters and Owlnet," splitting the traf-
fic over both connections. 

Miles said IT has also created a 
private network for campus comput-
ers performing systems administra-
tion work. For example, Unix ma-
chines backing up their software late 
at night will neither be slowed by 
Owlnet congestion nor contribute to 
it. 

Both Miles and Pai agreed that 
although these improvements will 
help alleviate the problem, student 
cooperation is necessary. 

"We're trying to creSte an envi-
ronment where people police them-
selves," Pai said. 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~chess/events.htm
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Students plan organized response to fliers 
STUDENTS, from Page 1 
photograph of a white woman and 
girl and described in greater detail 
the beliefs of the National Alliance, 
the West Virginia-based group that 
created the fliers. Both fliers listed a 
local phone number and Web ad-
dress. 

"The message to me is hogwash," 
Assistant Dean,of Multicultural Af-
fairs Cathi Clack said. "I don't even 
like to get into the specifics of what 
they said because it's just a bunch of 
garbage." 

Sid Richardson College junior 
Krista Brookhart found a flier on her 
car, which was parked in the Allen 
Center/Cohen House Lot, around 
9:30 a.m. Sunday. 

"Pretty much we were just dis-
gusted," Brookhart said. "We also 
felt sort of violated that someone can 
come on our campus and put some 
sort of hate material up like that on 
our property." 

Ryals said university policy pro-
hibits anyone leaving solicitations 
on cars regardless of theifcontent. 
"Kven if it were a restaurant here in 
Houston putting out fliers, we would 
react the same way," he said. 

Ryals said trespassers found on 
campus are issued a criminal tres-
pass warning and are subject to ar-
rest if Campus Police catch them 
again. 

"We'd advise anybody that if they 

7 was just really 
shocked that there was 
a group in Houston 
that's distributing 
something that's just 
blatantly racist and 
hateful' 

— Laila Hlass 
Hanszen College jun ior 

wanted to put any type of flier any-
where on campus... they would need 
to go through the President's Of-
fice," Ryals said. 

Laila Hlass, a Hanszen College 
junior, found the fliers with Brook-
hart. 

"When I first saw it, I was just 
really shocked that there was a group 
in Houston that's distributing some-
thing that's just blatantly racist and 
hateful," Hlass said. 

BSA and Amnesty plan to post 
fliers expressing concern for the 
"overall racial climate in the sur-
rounding community," Will Rice 
College senior Andrea Hinckson 
said. 

Students will also distribute rib-
bons and hope to organize a walk-
out/teach-in. 

"We can come together and show 
our disappointment, our dismay 
against pervasive ignorance and in-
tolerance," Hinckson said. 

According to the organization's 
Web site, members of the National 
Alliance believe that, "What we must 
have ... is a thorough rooting out of 
Semitic and other non-Aryan values 
and customs everywhere." 

The site continues, "After the 
sickness of'multiculturalism,'which 
is destroying America, Britain and 
every other Aryan nation in which it 
is being promoted, has been swept 
away, we must again have a racially 
clean area of the earth for the fur-
ther development of our people." 

The National All iance was 
founded by William L. Pierce, au-
thor of The Turner Diaries under the 
pen name Andrew Macdonald. The 
novel, first published in 1978, is about 
white supremacists who blow up FBI 
headquarters using a truck full of 
fertilizer and fuel oil. The novel also 
gives detailed instructions on how 
to construct a bomb similar to the 
one used in the Oklahoma City 
bombing on April 19,1995. Timothy 
McVeigh, who was convicted of the 
bombing, was carrying a page pho-
tocopied from the book when he 
was arrested after the bombing. 

1 • 1 

Deferring taxes with 
TIAA-CREF can be so 
rewarding, gou'll wonder 
whg gou didn't do it sooner. 

One of the fastest ways to build a retirement nest egg is 

through tax deferred Supplemental Retirement Annuities 

(SRAs) from TIAA-CREF. 

With funds automatically deducted from your paycheck, 

you can easily build ;ncome to supplement your pension 

and Social Security. 

And your contributions to SRAs grow undiminished by 

taxes until you withdraw the funds.1 Add to that TfAA-

CREF's solid investment performance, bolstered by our 

commitment to keeping expenses low, and you have more 

money working for you. 

So why wait? Let us help you build a comfortable retire-

ment today with tax-deferred SRAs. We think you will find 

it rewarding in the years to come. 'r> 

IT'S EASY TO SAVE MORE THROUGH 
THE POWER OF TAX DEFERRAL 

$102,068 

$67,514 
Tax-deferred savings after taxes 

• After-tax savings 

$41,232 

$31,933 

$13,052 

$11,609 
10 YEARS 20 YEARS 30 YEARS 

INVEST AS LITTLE AS 
$25 a month 

through an automatic 
payroll plan2 

(n this hypothetical example, setting aside $100 a month 
in a tax-deferred investment with an 8% return in a 
28% tax braiket shows better growth than the same 
net amount put into a savings account.3 

• • 
I Under federal tax law withdrawals prior lo age ">9 1/2 are subject to restrictions, and may also be subject to a 10% additional tax.?. You may be able to invest up to the IRS max 
iinuin ol 510,'>()() per year Id receive a personalized calculation of your maximum contribution,call TIAA C.RFF at 1 800 842 2276.3.The chart above is presented for illustrative 
purposes only nnd docs not letU. t artual performance, or predict future results,of any TIAA CftFF account, or reflect expenses.TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services, 
In' distributes l HI I i ertificates and interests in the TIAA Real f state Account. Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc. distributes the variable component of the personal annu 
nies,mutual fund' tui i ion savings agreements. TIAA and TIAA CHEF Life Insurance Co issue insurance and annuities.TIAA-CREF Trust Company,FSB provides trust services. 
Investment products are not FOIt Insured, may Icso value and are not bank guaranteed. For more complete information on our securiiies products, including charges and 
expenses,, ,j 11 1 nno H't,1 J/'?<:. • •'< V > 0 l o r the prospectuses Head I hem carefully before you inve't or send money. O 2000 TIAA CREF 1/00. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period April 11-16. 

Residential Colleges 
Hanszen College 

Baker College 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Academic Buildings 
Anderson Biological 
Laboratories 

Other Buildings 
Sammy's Cafeteria * 

Campus Police 

April 11 Student reported a black male 
inside the Old Section third floor 
women's restroom at 8:02 p.m. 
Area checked by officers but 
suspect not found. 

April 12 Student reported that on April 11 
at about 8:30 p.m.., a male was 
seen in the women's restroom on 
the third floor. 

April 16 Minor caught consuming alcohol 
and released to a responsible adult. 

April 16 Minor caught consuming alcohol 
and released to a responsible adult. 

April 15 Room 131 lab vandalized. 

April 12 Cellular phone stolen. 

April 13 

Rice Memorial Center April 14 

Autry Court 

Parking Lots 
Central Visitors Lot 

Visitor attempted to have an out-
of-state driver's license validated 
for Pub Night. Subject left while 
the license was being checked. 
License check indicated the 
licensee's date of birth had been 
altered. 

Student reported a white male 
sitting in Kelley Lounge watching 
TV with an open bottle of wine. 
Subject arrested for public 
intoxication, an outstanding 
warrant from La Grange Police 
Department for parole violation and 
burglary of a habitation and an * * 
outstanding warrant from Harris 
County Precinct 8 for criminal non-
support of a child. Suspect Kirk A. 
Powell given a written criminal 
trespass warning and transported 
to Harris County Jail. 

April 16 Gym's rear door window broken. 

April 12 Vehicle damaged. Failure to stop 
and give information report taken. 

Central Visitors Lot April 13 

Sid Richardson 
College Lot 

Witnes§ reports two Asian males 
hitting and kicking^ehicles in the 
lot. Two Rice ESL students arrested 
for public intoxication and charges 
pending for damage to the vehicles. 
Subjects transported to Harris 
County Jaii.'Case pending further 
investigation and charges. 

April 15 Officer checked illegally 
parked vehicle belonging to subject 
who had been smoking marijuana. 
A search of the vehicle turned up a 
container of marijuana. Subject was 
arrested for possession of 
marijuana, given a written criminal 
trespass warning and transported 
to Harris County Jail. 

April 11 Citizen reports two black males 
exposing themselves, 
masturbating and using profane 
language. Officers arrested two 
juveniles for the above charges and 
transported them to Harris County 
Juvenile Center. 

In the April 14 story "Native American Rice students host powwow," 
mechanical engineering graduate student Powtawche Williams was 
referred to as "he." Williams is female. 

In the article "Rice students awarded prestigious scholarships" 
Brown College senior Zhara Jamal's major was incorrect. She is 
double'majoring in Middle Eastern and fslamic studies and Slavic 
studies. *• 

In the caption for the feature photo "Smile for the camera," Will Rice 
College junior Curt Petersen's n^me was misspelled. 

Other Areas 
1900 University 
Blvd. 

The Thresher rei the errors. 

Discuss campus issues, events and news on a 
J?ew newspaper newsgroup. (How apropos.) 

news:rice.thresher 
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"Could xou not watch with me one hour?" 

Taking an urban plunge 
Hanszen College freshmen Chris Sullivan and Sarah Cloots prepare to be "homeless" as part of Urban Plunge. 
Ten Rice students spent 48 hours on the streets of Houston last weekend pretending to be homeless and 
sleeping in shelters to learn more about the experience of homelessness. 

Gillis seeks student opinion on Versity 
NOTES, from Page 1 
ten based on their research. 

"Most of us have shaped lectures 
that we give, and they are frequently 
lectures that are part of research 
and material that is going to be com-
ing out, so the [professor] needs to 
be able to control the dissemination 
of that material," Patten said. 

'The company is 

profiting from students 

not going to class.' 
— Kim Ryser 

Will Rice junior 

"The faculty members are shar-
ing with the community work that is 
... the faculty member's bread and 
butter," Patten said. "We have to 
have these books published to get 
tenure, to stay and for professional 
reputation." 

Will Rice College junior Kim 
Ryser said she agreed that students 
should not profit from professors' 
lectures. 

"It's not really right — it's allow-
ing the company to make profit off 
the professor's work, and the pro-

fessor is not getting anything for it," 
Ryser said. 'The company is profit-
ing from students not going to class." 

Faculty were also concerned be-
cause tHey cannot control the qual-
ity of notes on the site. 

"The stuff represented may not 
be truly representative of what hap-
pened in class," Speaker of the Fac-
ulty Bill Wilson, an electrical engi-
neering professor, said. 

English Lecturer Thad Logan 
said she felt there is a distinction 
between students sharing their notes 
with other students from Rice and 
students posting notes on the 
Internet. "I have no objection to my 
students or anybody at Rice getting 
hold of lecture notes," Logan said. 
But she said that she was uncom-
fortable with the sites. "If anybody 
should benefit from this, I think it 
ought to be me," she said, 

Will Rice sophomore Nancy 
Gresham said she does not use the 
site. "I don't use it, and I don't think 
anyone in my classes would post 
notes, so I've never looked," 
Gresham said. 

Wilson said the council discussed 
the option of allowing students to 
post notes on such Web sites if they 
obtained the professor's approval, 
but council members decided that a 
uniform policy would be best. 

Gillis said there are many ways 

this recommendation could be put 
into effect. Options include imple-
menting a new policy next fall, possi-
bly through the Honor Council. Gillis 
said he is open to other suggestions. 

'Most of us have 

shaped lectures that we 

give, and they are 

frequently lectures that 

are part of research.' 
— Bob Patten 

English professor 

Gillis said some parts of the Code 
of Student Conduct could currently 
be read as prohibiting the commer-
cial use of lecture notes, but he said 
he would prefer to adopt a more 
clearly stated policy. 

The Faculty Council is a group of 
about 15 faculty members who ad-
vise the president on policy deci-
sions that impact faculty responsi-
bilities, rights or benefits. 

Versity's campus operations man-
ager, Brown College senior 
Desmond Webster, could not be 
reached for comment. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were discussed: 

The senate approved the Mock Trial Team to be 
a student organization. Questions about the club 
can be sent to Baker College sophomore Colin 
Vandell (cvandell@rice.edu). HOLA (Heritage Or-
ganization of Latin America) also made a presen-
tation, and the senate will vote to approve them 
next week. Contact Wiess College sophomore 
Jessica Zuniga (jessz@rice.edu) with questions 
about the club. 
Hanszen College freshman Anthony Covington 
asked about student notification of small con-
struction projects. SA External Affairs Vice Presi-
dent Jen Tang responded that-there are many 
construction projects that, spring up with little 
warning and that' students either must suffer 
through not knowing about small projects or 
getting a flood of e-mails about them. Questions 
about construction can be directed to the stu-
dent representatives on the Campus Construc-
tion Committee, Tang (jtang@rice.edii) and Jones 
College junior Ryan Doheney (jupiter@rice.edu) 
or to college presidents. 
University Standing Committee members and 
SA committee standing committee heads were 
announced Tuesday. The lisUof new members 

and heads is available on the SA newsgroup, 
rice.sa. 
A jury was heltl Monday to judge the seven 
entries in the student memorial design contest. 
A group of architecture professors, architecture 
students and non-architecture students chose 
three entries to be presented to Vice President 
for Finance and Administration Dean Currie and 
Vice President for Student Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho. People interested in helping with the 
committee^puld contact Hanszen sophomore 
Merritt McAlister (merritm@rice.edu). 
After last week's discussion of whether self-
scheduled exams are consistent with the honor 
code, Wiess College sophomore Josh Ginsberg 
reported that Wiess Master John Huchinson sug-
gested that the issue be brought up with the 
University Standing Committee on Undergradu-
ate Curriculum. Because the semester is over, 
however, the issue was tabled until next year. 
This is the last weekend to work on the Rice 
Habitat House. Habitat for Humanity treasurer 
Rob Prentice invited students to come out and 
work tomorrow afternoon. The dedication of the 
house is tentatively set for April 29. 

Next meeting: April 24 in Farnsworth Pavilion in the Student Center. 

T T T T T T T T 

Good Friday 
April 21 

The Way of the Cross" 
12 Noon 

in 

The Rice Memorial Chapel, RMC. 

An oppor tuni ty for o n - c a m p u s G o o d Friday W o r s h i p 
o f fe red to the whole Univers i ty c o m m u n i t y 

by T h e Episcopal S t u d e n t ' s Associa t ion 

CatHoCic StucCent Center Cfiapef 
1714 %ice Houkvard • (713) 526-3809 

Across from entrance #14 

Regular Mass Schedule 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 12:15 PM 

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 
Sundays at 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM 

Morning Prayer each Thursday in Lent 
March 9 - April 13 

Begins promptly at 7:00 AM in the Chapel 
and will last approximately 20 minutes. 

Holy Week Schedule 
Palm Sunday Mass - April 16 at 10 A M and 5 PM 

Holy Thursday Services - April 20 at 7:00 PM 
Stations of the Cross - Good Friday at 12-.15 P M 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Good Friday, After Stations 
Good Friday Services - April 21 at 7:00 PM 

Easter Vigil Mass - April 22 at 8:00 PM 
Easter Sunday Mass - April 23 at 10:00 AM 

'Everyone is zuefcome to join us in prayer. 

LEAVING SOON? 
DON'T FORGET 

YOUR YEARBOOK! 
If you are graduating or will not be at Rice next 
year, you can have your 2000 Campanile shipped 
to you. Pick up a senior mailing form at one of 
the offices below. Complete the form and return 
it with a check for $7.50 to: 

.the Office of Student Media in the RMC cloisters 
- O R -

the Campanile office on the 2nd floor 
of the Ley Student Center 

- OR -

the envelope in your college coordinator's office 
, - ( 

\ 

If you are unsure of your address next year, please use 

your permanent address. Make all checks payable to the 

Campanile. Yearbooks are due to be shipped in early 

September. Questions? Contact yearbook@rice.edu. 

mailto:cvandell@rice.edu
mailto:jessz@rice.edu
mailto:jupiter@rice.edu
mailto:merritm@rice.edu
mailto:yearbook@rice.edu
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B Y G . B . T R U D E A U 

YOU KNOW WHO HAS 
THZAdOSTTHOUGHTFUL 
POSITION ON EL/AN? 
UNCLE PUKE' 

Q 

HIS VIEW 19 THAT THE ONLY 
THING THAT PIFFERENT1ATEP 
THE CUBAN KIPFROM ANY 
OTHER ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
WAS MEPiA EXPOSURE... . 

mmm. 
RIGHT! 

AN PRO 
TAW THE 
ANCHORS 
TO BABY-

SO YOU P 
FORCE TEP 
TURNER TO 
BUILPACNN 
FOSTER HOME7 

ANP S/NCE THE MEP/A 
CREATEPHTM, THEYSHOULP 
TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR RAISING HIM/ 

YES, IWANT\ tSNT UNCLE 
TO BE THE \PUKEGREAT? 
FERRET IN I TM THINK 
THE FAMTS l/NGOFVOL-
OF GOVERN- IIUNTEERING. 

MENT/ 

I P TALK TO 
B00R5/E FIRST. 
SHE SA IP HE 
WASTOMLLY 
OUTOF CONTROL 

WELL, 
300FSIE 
P/PNT 

KNOW HOW 
TOAPDUST. 

Amncrr • HIS POSAGES 
AEu*^l I I'VE PONE IT 
WHAT? J 5/NCEIKJA5 

A KIP. 

I PON T THINK SO 
THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT 

BEING INVOLVE? IN A NO-
BLE CAUSE MORE/MfWlWr 

\ THAN YOUR-
SELF, 

OF COURSE, 
IP HAVE 
TO TAKE A 
SABBATICAL 
FROM MY PU 
T/EGHERE 

YOUR 
FUNER 
AL 

YOU KNOW, B.P, 
I THINK IHULL 
JOIN UNCLE 
PUKE'S CAM-

PAIGN/ 

TM NOT 
ttiORRJEP. 
WLLBE 
BACK IN 
A WEEK 

HI. MINf-P/ PUKE2000/ 
HOW MAY 1 { fSTHEEWG 

6UY IN 
CALL? 

TOO 
MUCH 

UDELL, 
COUU7USS 
ACANPI-
PATE-. 

HOT SURE YET. 
WHATTVSmONSPO 
YOU HAVE OPEN? 

TELL YOU WHY I'M 
CALLING—TP UKE 
TO VOLUNTEER FDR 

PUKBZOOO' 

REALLY?WHAT 
PO YOU WANT 
TO PO FOR US 7 r 

a 

Lease a Landmark 

TC i lwo r th t M a n o r 
* A landmark near Downtown 

• Weddings • Receptions • 
• Banquets • Corporate • 

• Meetings • Fund-raisers • 

Located in the historic Avondale 
District. Elegance and charm, the 

definitive place to host special events. 

109 Stratford 
Phone: 713/520-55216 

Summer Storage? 
Try 

LLSEYE 
STORAGE 

713-524-8900 
www.bullseyestorage.com 

H ' Close By 

Great Price-
From $45/Month 

ET Brand New 

Climate Control 

0 VISA/MC/AX 

Space is limited - call today for reservations! 

RICE Students 
20% OFF 

1 st Two Month's Rent 

2505 Southwest 
Frwy. 

(between Kirby & 
Greenbriar, next to 

IHOP) 

GREAT NEWS FROM 
The Blanco Agency 

NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 
AUTO LIABILITY RATES 
As Low As $20 per Month 

CALL (713) 526-5520 or fax us at (7131 526-8072 
FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE! 

Auto Insurance Coverage for Quality People 
Including Those with "Less-Than-PerfecfDrMna Records. 

0 Reduced Auto Rates For All Drivers 
0 Maximum Discounts orrvour Homeowners Insurance. 

0 Low Cost Life Insurance 0 Low Cost Renters Insurance 
0 No Down Payment 

ATTENTION! 
RICE STUDENTS. FACULTY. AND STAFF 

WE HAVE A SPECIAL PROGRAM 
JUST FOR YOU 

LARRY BLANCO 
5313MORNINGSIDE DR. 

HOUSTON TX. 77005 

http://www.bullseyestorage.com


THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 2000 13 

THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

APRIL 21, 2000. 

E D I T 0 R S 

picks 

t h r o u g h s u n d a y 

OTHER PEOPLE'S 
LIVES 

•i If you think you have a full 
i 
| closet, seeing 2,000 pounds 

J of used clothing might 

change your mind. The 

Thedra exhibit Other People's 

Lives puts hundreds of mass-

manufactured articles 

of clothing on display, 

complete with stains 

and lived-in smells. 

Admission is free. Lawndale 

Art Center. 4912 Main St. 

For more information, call 

(713) 528-5858. 

s u n d a y 

REGGAE 
SUPA-FEST 

Prolific dancehall reggae 

artist Beenie Man 

comes to Houston to 

mix his various musical 

I styles with hardcore 

\ chatting at an Easter 

| Sunday jam. 

* Garden in the Heights. 

I 3926 Feagan. For prices 

| and showtime, visit 

t www.garden-heights.com. 

\ t h u r s d a y 

CHECK IT OUT 

The Rice A«t Gallery 

presents student art by 

| graduating art and art 

| history majors at Check It 

r Out. At Thursday's 

i opening, DJ Jean Simon 

will spin tracks and the 

Rice Players and Rice 

Dance Theatre will 

perform. Works by other 

undergraduate artists will 

be on display at the Rice 

Media Center. 

Admission is free. Opening 

reception at 5:30 p.m. in 

the Rice Gallery and 7 p.m. 

at the Rice Media Center. 

Exhibit runs through 

May 13. 

n im HEAD \k 

'Play About the Baby' a success for Albee 

0 'the play about 
the baby' 

Alley Theatre 
Rating: * * * (out of five) 

Through May 6. 
For more information, call 

(713) 228-8421 

Jett McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Edward Albee is unquestionably the most 
important playwright working today. His master-
piece Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?m\\ stand as 
one of the defining plays of the 20th century, and 
with such works as The American Dream and The 
Zoo Story, Albee established himself as a van-
guard of experimental and absurdist theater. 

His newest, The Play About the Baby, making 
its American premiere at the Alley Theatre, is 
quintessential Albee that will probably go down 

as one of 
his impor-
tant — 
t h o u g h 
m i n o r 
and ulti-
m a t e l y 
flawed — 
w o r k s . 
Though it 
h a s its 

' p r o b -
lems, much of the play is brilliant and even 
groundbreaking in its meditations on topics such 
as existence and reality. 

And this production is especially important, 
one that you should see if you're at all interested 
in contemporary theater, because it's directed by 
Albee himself. Seeing a play written and directed 
by such a major figure isn't something you're 
likely to have a chance to do anytime soon, so 
don't pass it up. 

There ' s not much plot in The Play About the 
Baby. Basically, a young couple (Boy and Girl) 
have just had a baby. Their excitement over the 
beginning of their family is interrupted by the 
entrance of an older couple (Man and Woman) 
into their world. The young parents don't know 
who the older people are, but by the end of the 
first act it becomes clear that Man and Woman 
have come to take the baby. 

That ' s as much plot as has been revealed in 

HI T TIll-.kF. WhRK PEOPLE ;\l«n SI) 

T. CHARLES ERICH SON/ALLEY THEATRE. 

Man (Earto Hyman, right) confronts Boy (David Burtka), Woman (Marian Seldes) and Girl (Rebecca 
Harris) in The Play About the Baby. James Belcher took over as Man after Hyman collapsed April 14. 

other reviews, and to be consistent with them and 
comply with Albee's wishes that the play be expe-
rienced for the first time by audiences as they see 
it, I won't tell you any more about what happens. 

But I can tell you that The Play About the Baby 
isn't particularly plot-driven, and what plot it does 
have becomes its biggest stumbling block by the 
end of the show. It s e e m s % a t Albee wrote him-
self into a corner — given what happens in the 
first act and at the beginning of the second, 
something has to happen at the play's end, but 
what does happen isn't satisfying, and I don't 
think anything really could be. 

Though the plot is ultimately lacking, the bril-
liance of The Play About the Baby is in its words, 

and the brilliance of this production is in its acting 
and direction. 

This is a particularly funny play that draws 
from all aspects of the comic spectrum, from word 
play to camp to flat deadpan humor, and almost all 
the humor works. And the play's humor will be 
greatly appreciated by audiences, breaking up 
long monologues on very serious topics that would 
be virtually incomprehensible otherwise. 

But it's these monologues, given by the Man 
and the Woman, that contain the kernels of impor-
tance the play is attempting to express. These 
monologues on existence, identity, perception, 
love, time and, really, all the other big topics, are 

, See ALBEE, Page 16 

Blood is thicker than 'The Memory of Water' 
Kay Chang 
THRESHER STAFF 

Stages Repertory Theatre 's lat-
est offering, The Memory of Water, 
expertly combines the humor of com-
edy and the emotion of drama to tell 
the story of a family to which many 
can relate. 

Three sisters return to their child-
hood home in northern England for 
their mother 's funeral, and as they 
come to terms with her death, they 
realize the shortsightedness of their 
own assumptions about their rela-
tionships with her and each other. 

0 'the memor y of 
water' 

Stage Repertory Theatre 
Rating: * * * * (out of five) 

Through May 7. 
For more information, call 

(713) 52-STAGES 

Sleeping in her dead mother 's 
bedroom (as if that weren't greepy 
enough), Mary (Nathalie Cunning-
ham) encounters her mother 's ghost 
(Deborah Hope), resplendent in 
green taffeta, who demands to know 
what she 's looking for in the house. 

A little while later, Mary's sleep 
is again interrupted by her tow-
h e a d e d , goody- two-shoes s i s te r 
Teresa (Leslie Maness), who has 
been up since 5:45 a.m. cleaning the 
house. Teresa runs an herbal rem-

edy business with her 
dry, ineffectual husband 
Frank (Tom Prior) and 
had been the most at-
tentive daughter during 
her mother 's illness — 
a fact she immediately 
brings up, provoking a 
fight with Mary, who 
just wants to go back to 
sleep. 

Teresa p e r c e i v e s 
Mary, a doctor, to have 

been their mother 's favorite, an idea 
that seems to have shaped Teresa 's 
entire existence. She lives an all-
natural, healthy life of absolute pro-
priety. 

Mary, on the other hand, is the 
"smart" daughter with a brilliant ca-
reer and shaky personal life. She's 
more involved with an amnesiac pa-
tient of hers than with her married 
boyfriend Mike (Mark J. Roberts), 
who cannot be persuaded to leave 
his "ill" wife. 

TeresaandMary ' sa rgument . the 
first of many in this play, is inter-
rupted by the arrival of the third 
s i s t e r , C a t h e r i n e (Lisa Mar ie 
Singerman). The youngest and wild-
est child of the family, Catherine 
bustles in with the energetic force of 
small, cheerful tornado. Having just 
arrived from Spain where she lives 
with her boyfriend Javier, a.k.a. Pepe, 
punk-druggie Catherine easily drops 
into the conflict with the perception 
that she was her mother 's least fa-
vorite. Mary still hasn't gotten any 
sleep. 

The sisters rehash past actions 
and grievances and begin to realize 
how their memories of the same 
event can differ. Their interactions 
a l so b r i ng to l ight how t h e i r 
misperceptions have colored their 
u n s a t i s f y i n g l ives. P l aywr igh t 
Shelagh Stevenson almost blud-
g e o n s you with r e f e r e n c e s to 
m e m o r y and of i ts lo s s and 
misrememberings. 

Mary's and Teresa 's significant 
others arrive, but not Javier, who 
has decided to end his relationship 
with Catherine. 'Hie men are won-
derfully comical as they try to ma-
neuver amidst the struggling sis-
ters. As Frank, Prior uses an admi-
rable range of deadpan facial ex-
pressions that spggest the proper 
amount of bewilderment, frustration 
and panic. Roberts has several mo-
ments of great physical comedy as 
Mike. 

The story actually centers around 

BRUCE BENNETT/STAGES REPERTORY THEATRt 

Catherine (Lisa Marie Singerman, back), Teresa (Leslie Maness) and Mary 
(Natalie Cunningham) play make-up in The Memory of Water. 

Mary's relationship with her mother, 
who makes appearances through-
out the play. Mary b l ames h e r 
mother for choices made in her own 
youth. Her mother, in turn, resents 
Mary for shutting her out as an ado-
lescent and acting superior to her 
own mother while trying to deny 
their similarity. 

Despite the gravity of its themes, 
The Memory of Water is a very funny 
play. Every en^iilonal moment is 
countered with a comical one. Each 
sister suffers one or more break-
downs that are heart-wrenching, if 
not hilarious. 

The acting is excellent; each sis-
ter is distinctive, as each actress and 
her costumes indicate. The line de-
livery is impressive, especially since 

there 's quite a bit of talking in this 
play. You get more bang for your 
buck, I suppose, considering how 
quickly and loudly the characters 
speak. Their accents are great — 
sort of a Scottish-English hybrid, 
indicative of the setting. 

Kirk Markley's (Hanszen '95) set 
works very well — you almost don't 
realize that we never leave the 
mother 's bedroom. 

However, the play's ending is 
oddly unsatisfying. The entire pro-
duction builds momentum that must 
somehow conclude but cannot seem 
to find its way. Still, the play is vastly 
entertaining. 1 laughed a lot and even 
teared up. I don't know what your 
reaction might be, but it will cer 
tainly be a postive one. 

http://www.garden-heights.com
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Planning your holidays? How about a Safari to 
Tanzania, East Africa!! 

Experience animals in the Serengeti National Park 
or climb the highest mountain in Africa, Mt. 
Kilimanjaro or just relax on the beaches of 

Zanzibar Inland. 

For more information on a Safari to Tanzania, contact us at 

Journey to Africa Inc.: 

http:7www.iournevtoafrica.com 

info@journeytoaTrica.com 

Toll Free number: 1-877-558-6288 
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C O U R T E S Y S A N J E E V V E R M A 

Musicians soar at Artemis Rice 
Brown College sophomore Megan McGehee plays the piano as part of Artemis Rice, which took place on April 
13 in Farnsworth Pavillion. The event, sponsored by Students Organized Against Rape, was packed with female 
student musicians who participated in the program as a means to collect donations for the Houston Area 
Women's Center and to raise awareness of domestic abuse and women's health issues. 

ALL MY LOVE. XOXO 

D'Angelo propositions Houston 
John Chao 
THRESHER STAFF 

D'Angelo's concert Su nday night 
was a three-hour come-on to an audi-
ence that just said no. 

During its length, soul singer 
D'Angelo asked, encouraged, be-
seeched and begged the crowd to 
get up off its damn feet and dance. 
The somnolent Houston audience 
responded by playing like Big Pun 
right before his fatal heart attack. 

So D'Angelo pulled every trick in 
the book, including, but not limited 
to, "Hello, Houston!" shout-outs, 
shirt removals, spoken word inter-
ludes and the almost comical Who-
inspired semi-destruction of 
Puestlove's drum set. So if nothing 
else, D gets a big E for effort and an 
A for amiable. 

If I were D'Angelo, I would have 
gotten off that stage and delivered a 
swift kick to the $50-a-seat seats of 
this horribly unenthusiastic group 
of middle-aged boobs. Despite any 
criticism of his over-the-top show, 
his enthusiasm and sincerity in the 
face of such adversity should land 
him an Oscar, if not a Grammy. 

Having said that, D'Angelo's per-
formance was definitely a night of 
superlatives, some good, some bad 
and some downright ugly. On the 
plus side, D'Angelo's band featured 
some of the most amazing musicians 
this side of Sting. His list of stellar 
instrumentalists includes guitarist 
Jeff Lee Johnson, bassist Pino 
Palladino and trumpeter Russell 
Gunn, each of whom is a minor jazz 
star in his own right. 

The audience 
responded by 
playing like BIG 
PUN right before 
his fatal HEART 
ATTACK. 

D'Angelo himself is no slouch on 
the keyboard, although he only tick-
led the ivories on three songs, leav-
ing most of the chores for the sturdy 
session player. The rest of the time 
he spent crooning in four-part har-
mony, thanks to a very tight backup 
group. Puestlove, drummer for the 
Roots, along with another guest per-
cussionist who was apparently lim-
ited to the tambourine and a synthe-

sizer pad all night, rounded out the 
ensemble. To his credit, D'Angelo 
gave ample time for each of the 
musicians to shine in the spotlight, 
which was an amazing egalitarian 
move on his part. 

While the band was very tight 
and quite a joy to listen to, their 
hands were tied by the slow-burn 
groove that D'Angelo set on his lat-
est album, Voodoo, and on most of 
the songs of the evening. 

While D'Angelo is musically far 
better than cookie-cutter R&B sing-
ers like Usher and Wycleff, his new-
est album suffers from a lack of fo-
cus. Each song meanders from 
theme to theme, never delivering 
any palpable hook. While his last 
album had some memorable singles, 
Voodoo is much more of a mood 
piece than a collection of great songs. 

We also have his idea of a party 
album, something that has the feel-
good vibe of Maxwell's Urban Hang 
Suite with the instrumental and 
rhythmic tightness of the hip-hop 
community. Mixing his influences, 
which include Prince, A1 Green and 
Marvin Gaye, with a more contem-
porary feel, the man who once had 
to turn away Prince and Martin 
Scorsese at the door is a matured 
wunderkind, out to prove that his 
four-year hiatus wasn't due to a lack 
of creative stimuli. Unfortunately, 
while his newest album arrived with 
critical acclaim, it hasn't hit home as 
quickly as his debut. 

Due to the somewhat indistin-
guishable nature of his latest batch 
of songs, the concert really felt like 
one opus that never ended. The mo-
notony was punctuated by the occa-
sional updraft when the audience 
either recognized a song or began to 
dig the mood and actually started to 
clap and sway. 

While most of the numbers came 
from Voodoo, he did play quite a few 
songs from his previous album 
Brown Sugar, to which the audience 
responded with a great deal more 
vim and vigor than they did to his 
newest venture. 

What caused the set to last so 
long were the three band-wide outfit 
changes and the set additions that 
made the show feel more like a Las 
Vegas musical than an R&B show. If 
there hadn't been some women 
shouting for D'Angelo to "take it all 
off," one would've been hard-pressed 
to find much difference. 

D'Angelo kicked the show off by 

having the whole band enter wear-
ing monk's cloaks, followed by much 
ominous cackling and mood music, 
only to reveal the keyboardist 
dressed as a preacher and the three 
back-up singers in Mardi Gras out-
fits, complete with face paint and 
feathers. The middle act had 
D'Angelo doing coordinated pelvic 
thrusts against the floor as well as 
handing out roses and running 
through the audience. The once-
minimalist set revealed itself to be 
the inside of a sleazy speakeasy. 

D'Angelo 
STRUTTED ABOUT 
the stage and at 
one point 
pretended to take 
o f f h i s PANTS. 

The third and final act opened 
with a Pentecostal theme, while 
D'Angelo strutted about the stage 
and at one point pretended to take 
off his pants. It ended with "How 
Does It Feel," D'Angelo's current 
single, during which each band 
member ascended the staircase to 
the middle of the walkway where 
the platform lowered them to the 
invisible band purgatory, all while 
they were bathed in the narrow beam 
of a spotlight. 

This process took at least 20 min-
utes, which, by my count, is average 
for his performance. Each song had 
as many starts and stops and slow-
downs and speed-ups as a Houston 
Metro bus. Only with the Metro, 
you can actually get somewhere. 

To say that the D'Angelo show 
was a travesty is to miss the point. 
The songs, while not stellar, were 
more than above average for the 
currently stilted R&B scene, the 
band was hot and the performance, 
while rather confusing and question-
able in some areas, wasn't as hor-
rible as it could have been. 

What ultimately made the 
evening less than exhilarating was 
the complete lack of energy and feed-
back from the crowd. No band, from 
P-Funk to the Rolling Stones, can 
get by with a crowd that's less excit-
able than Glen Campbell on a Mon-
day morning. -

And try as he might, neither could 
D'Angelo. 

http://www.iournevtoafrica.com
mailto:info@journeytoaTrica.com
http://www.StudentUniverse.com
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A(,h: oy issuers ihiHso D-DAY 

'American Psycho' takes a stab at '80s black satire 
Dalton Tomlin 
THRESHER STAFF 

Pop quiz, hotshot: You're stuck 
in corporate America with a dehu-
manizing job that 's taking its toll on 
your psychological well-being. What 
do you do? 

If you're in In the Company of 
Men, you find an innocent secretary 
and ruin her life. If you're in Fight 
Club, you start up a gang of frus-
trated men who beat the living hell 
out of each other. If you're in Ameri-
can Psycho, you become a serial 
killer. 

'american psycho' 

-Rating: ititirir 
(out of five) 

In theaters. 

American Psycho c losely re-
s emble s these two controversial 
masterpieces in the sense that too 
many viewers will miss the message 
by focusing on the symptom, not the 
disease. Characters ' objectionable 
actions are merely the release of the 
strain built up in Karl Marx's worst 
nightmare. 

Patrick Bateman (a superb Chris-
tian Bale, who exhibits the sarcas-
tic, fake sincerity of Craig Kilborn) 
is a well-salaried 1980s Wall Street 
junior executive whose lifestyle bor-
ders on obsessive-compulsive. His 
apartment is almost all white, per-
fectly matched and organized. 

His oblivious secretary (Chloe 
Sevigny) plans out everything in his 
calendar. He has an endless array of 
skin c leansers and moisturizers (al-
cohol-free, natch), he exercises con-
tinuously and h e hits the tanning 
salon regularly. 

Bateman doesn' t particularly like 
h i s a n n o y i n g f i a n c e e (Re e se 
Witherspoon) and has an ongoing 
affair with a fr iend's fiancee — not 
that h e really likes her, either. In 
fact, he doesn' t have any friends, 
just bus iness associates he spends 
time with. In one of the most memo-
rable scenes, they try to one-up each 
other with the paper stock, color 
and font of their business cards. 
Bateman's reaction to the "best" card 
is hilariously absurd and demon-
strates his insecurity and territorial 
instincts. 

As the film starts, Bateman seems 
to have been committing murders 
for a while and has all the details 
down to avoid g e t t i n g c a u g h t . 
Whether the murder is premeditated 

or on-the-spot, he and his briefcase 
are ready for anything. 

If t he r e ' s anything enjoyable 
about the murders, it's the music he 
plays while he commits them. Just 
before hacking someone up, he puts 
on a "classic" '80s song by Huey 
Lewis and the News or Genesis and 
analyzes its meaning and the history 
of the group. One thing's for sure: 
You'll never listen to "Hip to be 
Square" the same way again. 

Despite what the film's detrac-
tors say about its violent content, 
you don't actually see actual stab-
bing, shooting or chain-sawing. It 
may be just off-screen, but all you 
see is the aftermath. 

Was director Mary Harron (IShot 
J^ndy Warhol) trying to avoid ratings 

problems (which she got anyway)? 
Hardly. This omission factors into 
B a t e m a n ' s sub jec t ive view and 
makes the viewer wonder what re-
ally happens. 

Some might be surprised that a 
woman directed such a testoster-
one-fueled film, but she presents an 
outsider 's view of the absurdity of 
how some men act. It's reminiscent 
of the overlooked Ravenous, which 
was also directed by a woman and 
turns horrific murders into black 
comedy farce. 

Too many viewers 
will miss the 
MESSAGE b y 
focusing on the 
symptom, not the 
DISEASE. 

Harron and Guinevere Turner 
adapted American Psycho from Bret 
Easton Ellis's 1991 book, which was 
also controversial in its time. The 
screenwriters have wisely cut sev-
eral of the murders and subtly in-
cluded '80s "Saturday Night Live" 
catch phrases like "Isn't that spe-
cial?" and "You look marvelous." 

That American Psycho is set in 
1987 is somewhat ironic. For older 
viewers, there has to be some sort of 
knee-jerk reaction when reminded 
of the stock market crash of Oct. 19. 
The image of violence on Wall Street 
is not new with this film; suicides of 
brokers following market crashes 
remain a warning to anyone who 
gets too wrapped up in the business 
world. 
• It doesn't matter that the film is 
set in 1987; corporate and consumer 
America is still a gigantic dehuman-
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Patrick Bateman (Christian Bale) shouts those stains out at the dry cleaners in American Psycho. 

izing bureaucracy capable of driv-
ing someone over the edge. 

The cinematography by Andrzej 
Sekula (Pulp Fiction, Reservoir Dogs) 
and especially the sterile set design 
are beautiful. Everything from slow 
zooms to close-ups and boardrooms 
to bathrooms are deliberately and 
creatively shot to make the experi-
ence as subjective as possible. 

This is one of those movies that 
most people will either really get 
and enjoy or hate with a passion. 
People aren't supposed to enjoy the 

violent slayings (unless they have 
some sort of disorder), but some 
will be able to appreciate the admit-
tedly sick humor not too subtly hid-
den in them. 

Like Pulp Fiction, American 
Psycho has rather stylized dialogue, 
which has actual meaning in its cyni-
cal message . Fortunately, some 
people appreciate the lack of real-
ism in the dialogue of such films, 
which seems obviously scripted and 
unbelievable but is enter ta ining 
nonetheless. 

There are, however, times when 
the words don't quite work (the fault 
of either the actors or the script), 
and the audience is left guessing 
what the point was. 

Despi te its commonal i t ies to 
other recent films, it's important to 
remember that the book was written 
several years earlier, so it's unfair to 
call American Psycho a knock-off. 
Like the others, it offers an effective 
satirical attack on the world of big 
business and the lives it so strongly 
affects. 
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'Baby' grows into good play 
ALBEE, from Page 13 
generally incredible. 

They are amazingly wise and 
show the force of Albee as a major 
literary figure whose powers of cre-
ation remain intact. 

This is a play that cannot work at 
all without great acting, and in this 
production the acting is superb. As 
the Woman, one of the stronger char-
acters, Marian Seldes fits her role 
perfectly. I can't imagine the Woman 
played better by any other actress. 
She has a powerful and versatile pres-
ence that incoporates both the 
Woman's campy, theatrical side and 
her insidious demonic side. 

Karle Hyman, who played Russell 
Huxtable on 'The Cosby Show," 
skillfully conveyed his character's 
deceptive simplicity, the simplicity 
of an old man colored by surprising 
strength and wisdom. However, he 
has since been replaced by under-
study James Belcher after Hyman 
collapsed onstage April 14. 

David Burtka and Rebecca Har-
ris, as the Boy and the Girl, are less 
brilliant in their acting, but they fit 
their characters very well. They each 
have a very appropriate naivete that's 
necessary for their characters. Un-
fortunately, at times Burtka seems a 
bit stilted in his attempt to come off 
as boyish and naive. 

Those familiar with Albee will 
find that The Play About the Baby has 
a great deal in common with Vir-
ginia Wool/, but this play manages to 
come off as a new and original work. 
But 1 think it's destined to be a minor 
work in Albee's oeuvre, if only be-
cause the second act entirely fails to 
live up to the promise of the stellar 
first act. 

Had the play ended at intermis-
sion, I would have been satisfied 
completely. 1 might have even 
thought it was the most compelling 
play I had ever seen. 

Even though it ultimately fails to 
really work. The Play About the Baby 
is still a very impressive piece of 
theater, one that I would recommend 
to anyone who wants a quick intro-
duction to one of the best playwrights 
of the 20th century. This is a work 
you shouldn't miss if you're a the-
ater person, and one you should 
probably see if you're open-minded 
about theater and can recognize the 
greatness in a work that has a par-
ticularly bad ending. 

If you're not familiar with 
absurdist or minimalist theater at 
all, though, I would suggest you skip 
this one, or at least watch Who's 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? before you 
take on The Play About the Baby. 
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f i s h b o n e 

'THE PSYCHOTIC 
FRIENDS 

NUTTWERX' 

Whether or not you know it, 
you've probably heard Fishbone 
before. The Los Angeles-based band 
scored big with their 1985 self-titled 
debut, which included "Party at 
Ground Zero," easily the most rec-
ognizable (and danceable) ska hit of 
the '80s. 

Commercial success has since 
eluded Fishbone, although this 
might change with their newest al-
bum, The Psychotic Friends Nuttwerx. 

Over the years, Fishbone has 
experimented with funk, ska, 
hardcore and R&B. Their last al-
bum, 1996's Chim Chim's Badass 
Revenge, was filled predominantly 
with metal guitars and R&B vocals. 
Sure, there were some great thrash-
ers like "Beergut" and the bizarre 
title track, but did we really need an 
11-minute song about going to the 
bathroom? 

Psychotic Friends has toned down 
Fishbone's full-on guitar attack in 
favor of funk with some traces of ska 
— remnants of the band's earlier 
sound. The disc's opener, "Shakey 
Ground," is a straight-up funk jam 
with a bass line that could have*been 
lifted from a Lenny Kravitz album. 
Members of the Red Hot Chili Pep-
pers, longtime friends of the band, 
contribute guest instrumentals that 
recall the two bands' shared musical 
origins. 

The horn-driven reggae of "The 
Suffering" has the greatest potential 
to be a mainstream crowd-pleaser. 
Lead vocalist Angelo Moore sings 
about "the engagement ring/the 
wedding ring/the church bells ring/ 
and the suffering" over masterfully 
arranged horns. As always, Moore's 
vocals are outstanding, and the 
song's chorus is instantly memo-
rable. 

"Just Allow," a mid-tempo ska 
song with rock guitar solos, is an-
other noteworthy track. The shout-
along chorus, catchy bass and inter-
esting gu itar work all come together 
nicely for a classic Fishbone groove. 

"Karma Tsunami," the disc's 
closer, is a chaotic gospel song car-
ried entirely by overlapping New 
Orleans-style horns and the band's 
wild chanting. The song brings to 
mind the more frantic moments of 
Fishbone's earlier days; it's a tem-
pestuous finale to a fairly calm al-
bum. 

Aside from the shift from punk 
back to funk, there's another major 
difference between this album and 
Chim Chim. Fishbone's last album 
was an angry statement "about the 
record industry, but this time the 
band's anger seems to have dissi-
pated. 

The more relaxed attitude makes 
Psychotic Friends far more listenable 
than Chim Chim, although I miss 
some of the enraged, frantic insan-
ity that made Chim Chim so enjoy-
able. 

The horn arrangements on this 
album are markedly good, unlike 
the bland stylings of so many one-
note modern ska bands. They're as 
complex as those on Fishbone's past 
songs such as "Party at Ground Zero" 
and "Beergut," but not so fancy as to 
wander aimlessly. 

And when the horns take the back 
seat, such guest artists as George 
Clinton, Donny Osmond, Perry 
Farrell and Gwen Stefani pick up the 
slack. 

The Psychotic Friends Nuttwerx is 
a little less daring but a lot more 
enjoyable than Fishbone's previous 
effort. While there certainly is some 
filler and longtime fans of Fishbone's 
hardersound mightbe disappointed, 
the few standout tracks and the 
album's overall tone make for a tri-
umphantreturn after the band's four-
year hiatus. 

— Robert Reichle 

c a t a t o n i a 

'EQUALLY CURSED 
AND BLESSED' 

One would be expect, after hear-
ing the «th derivative Brit-popper, 
that relative newcomers Catatonia 
would be just another "whiny, self-
obsessed fashion statement with all 
the depth of a Hugh Grant movie. 

While Catatonia is self-obsessed 
and at times preoccupied with deca-
dence, their mature songwriting and 
arrangement skills place them a 
good head above the other recent 
offerings from the Isles. 

While they may or may not have 
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the endurance to last as long as, say, 
Oasis or the Cure, Catatonia is a 
fascinating combination of tongue-
in-cheek irony and maudlin 
melodicism. 

Stylistically all over the map, 
Equally Cursed and Blessed bounces 
from cabaret to disco to Sugarcube-
like pop, all with grace and aplomb, 
grounded by lead singer Cerys 
Matthews' gritty, Marianne Faith-
ful-after-two-packs-of-cigarettes 
voice. 

Matthews has one of the most 
interesting and captivating voices in 
pop today, a slight rasp that allows 
her to portray the most overblown 
and dramatic roles with a tinge of 
world-weariness and regret that pre-
vents the songs from imploding un-
der their own weight. 

Guitarist Mark Roberts' songs are 
nothing to sneer at either — rather 
than mere imitation, they exhibit 
signs of true intelligence and depth, 
a rarity among the fluff that most 
bands try to pass off as confession-
als. 

The real kicker is that, along with 
the songs and the voice, the band 
isn't too self-conscious to try new 
things. 

From setting Matthews up with a 
harp on "Bulimic Beats" to a full-on 
chorus in "Nothing Hurts," 
Catatonia's arrangements are 
groundbreaking for the rather 
stodgy, electronica-lite fair that's 
been saturating the British charts of 
late. 

While certainly not a heavy hit-
ter, Catatonia bears something of a 
resemblance to the bands Garbage 
and No Doubt in that they all write 
great, catchy songs with just enough 
depth to keep a listener occupied. 

—John Chao 

j o n i m i t c h e l l 

'BOTH SIDES NOW 

Both Sides Now, Joni Mitchell's 
latest offering, isn't a folk album. 
That may come as a bit of a surprise 
to people who are used to her folk 
sound on albums such as Blue and 
Court and Spark. , 

On this album, however, Mitchell 
is backed by a complete orchestra 
as she covers classic love songs from 
the early decades of the 20th cen-
tury. 

The album has a very adult-con-
temporary feel, but you're not going 
to hear* any of this music on the 
radio. It's a classy record, quiet mu-
sic that you'd expect to hear your 
parents listening to at an upscale 
party. 

The songs on the album are sup-
posed to track a modern romantic 
relationship from the stages of meet-
ing and flirting through falling in 
love to breaking up and coming to 
terms with the whole thing. 

On this note, the album holds 
together pretty well as a conceptual 
piece — you could say it's a con-
tender to be the Sgt. Pepper's Lonely 
Hearts Club Band of contemporary 
romantic music. 

Mitchell covers such old favor-
ites as "Stormy Weather" and "You're 
My Thrill," and she includes re-
worked versions of two of her own 
classics, "Case of You" and "Both 
Sides Now." 

But there's nothing especially in-
novative about Both Sides Now — if 
you don't particularly like Mitchell's 
voice (and you're likely not to), you 
probably won't have much use for 
the album. 

—Jett McAlister 
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by Riki Conrey 

It's been called the new HIV, a 
virus that's spreading fast and 
furious among at-risk populations 
because symptoms may not ap-
pear for years, and yet they can 
be deadly. Hepatitis C is easily 
tested for, but very few people 
are tested each year. The insidi-
ous virus can be spread not only 
through sex and intravenous drug 
use but also through shared 
toothbrushes and razors. And it 
can kill you. 

WHAT HAPPENS 

Hepatitis C can cause some or 
all of the following symptoms: 

• Jaundice, 
• Fatigue, 
• Abdominal pain, 
• Loss of appetite, 
• Intermittent nausea, and 
• Vomiting. 

The problem is that the symp-
toms aren't always present, or 
they may not show up for several 
years.The scary part is that 70 
percent of infected people de-
velop chronic liver disease, and 
hepatitis C is the leading cause of 
liver transplants in the United 
States each year. 

HOW YOU GET IT 

According to the National 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the virus is primarily 
blood-borne and can also be trans-
mitted through sexual contact 
with an infected partner. Because 
the virus lives in air much longer 
than H-IV, you can get it from 
toothbrushes and razors of in-
fected people. 

Don't have 
unprotected sex, 
and don't ever let 
someone else's 

blood mix 
with your own. 

The moral of the story: Never 
share toiletries that may . have 
come in contact with anyone 
else's blood. 

You are also at risk when you 
get tattoos and piercings. Make 
absolutely sure that needles are 
sterilized with heat before each 
procedure. If the tattoo parlor just 
uses that blue stuff hairdressers 
use to sterilize combs, go some-
where else; needles and combs 
are not the same. 

Sixty percent of new cases of 
hepatitis C in the United States 
every year can be attributed to 
intravenous drug use. 

So, although it has been said a 

Hepatitis C 

thousand times before, don't 
share needles. Don't even use 
needles someone else has touched. 

TREATMENT OPTIONS 

Two antiviral drugs, Inter-
feron and Ribavirin, have been 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration for use in hepati-
tis C cases. 

They are successful in lower-
ing the viral load below detect-
able levels (read: pretty much 
killing the virus) in 3Q to 40 per-
cent of cases. 

Both these drugs can have 
very nasty side effects, from flu-
like symptoms to severe anemia. 
However, Hepatitis Information 
Network employee Vera Simon, 
a registered nurse, said side ef-
fects are minimal for most people. 
The HIN is a nonprofit organiza-
tion based in Canada that seeks 
to spread information about the 
prevention and treatment of hepa-
titis C. 

The course of the treatment 
lasts six months to a year, requir-
ing a weekly self-injection into 
the leg. For most people infected 
with hepatitis C, however, all this 
is worth the trouble if it helps 
them avoid the chance of chronic 
liver disease. 

SHOULD YOU BE TESTED? 

As a college student, it's a good 
idea to get tested for hepatitis C 
no matter what your risk status, 
but you should definitely get 
testedjf you are an "at risk" case. 
According to the CDC, you are at 
risk for hepatitis C if you: 

• had a blood transfu 
sion before 1992, 

• were born to a mother 
with hepatitis C, 

• use or have used intrave-
nous drugs, 

• have had multiple sex 
partners, or 

• have had sex with 
someone who has had 
multiple sex partners. 

GETTING TESTED 

There is a home test for hepa-
titis C marketed mostly, online. 
However, as with home HIV test-
ing, you must be careful to check 
the FDA approval on all tests. 

It's actually easier just to get 
the test done at Health Services. 
It's faster and more convenient. 

COMMON SENSE 

First, if you're at risk, get 
tested. Tests are reliable three 
months after jjraosmission of the 
virus.Second, start avoiding put-
ting yourself at risk. You needn't 
lock yourself inside and avoid 
contact with other humans, but 
be smart about blood and sex. 

Don't have unprotected sex, 
and don't ever let someone else's 
blood mix with your own. 
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Sid Tower Party 
"SID MOUNTS OLYMPUS" 

Sid Richardson College held its annual 
Tower Party last Saturday. Themed "Sid 
Mounts Olympus," this year's tower party 
was one of the best attended ever according 
to organizers. Sid Master John Bennett esti-
mated that 1,200 people attended. 

Partygoers had plenty to occupy their 
time. Each floor's theme of activities was a 
Greek god, so there was everything from 
techno dance music on the first floor repre-
senting Hades, god of the underworld, to 
dodgeball on the sixth floor representing 
Aries, god of war. 

Artemis, goddess of virginity, was repre-
sented on the fourth floor with karaoke. I 
think it's safe to say that several guys re-
mained virgins that night because of their 
singing. 

The second floor—Apollo, god of the sun 
and music — showcased such Sid music acts 
as Brainfreeze 190 and Amazing I^rry. 

Though for many it seemed that the boat 
was rocking on third floor with Poseidon, 
god of the sea, it was probably just the copi-
ous alcohol and the talent of yet more live 
bands. 

The dodgeball floor seemed to be the 
leastpopular floor at the party. 

Fifth floor — Aphrodite, goddess of love 
— was voted Best Decorated at the Tower 
Party. It was set up as a dance club complete 
with lighting and alcohol. Of all the floors at 
Tower Party, fifth was definitely the place to 
see and be seen. 

by Corey E. Devine 

Above: Wiess College sophomore Kate Greenwell and Jones College 
sophomore Kevin McDaniel enjoy the sounds of Amazing Larry and 
Brainfreeze 190 on second floor. 

% 
\ 

Left: Sid Richardson 
College sophomore 
Doug Daniels and Sici 
juniors Laura Rees, 
Mia Feldbaum and 
Lindsay Bonner wa i t 
for the party to start 
in Hell on the f irst 
floor. 
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THRESHER SPORTS/commentary-

How 'bout a hand for 
your... CNN Cubs? 

In c a s e you mi s sed it, t h e New York J e t s had an 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d four p icks in the first round of last 

week ' s N F L draf t . Ridiculous? A little. But even m o r e 

r id iculous is h o w they acqui red two of the ext ra three : 

by t r ad ing Keyshawn J o h n s o n to 

the T a m p a Bay Buccanee r s . 

'ITiat's right, the J e t s t raded 

away arguably the bes t receiver in 

the game . T o fans who still don' t 

unders t and the n u m b e r s game , 

that may b e a su rp r i se . But to the 

rest of u s w h o have noticed this 

increasingly ugly t rend, the move 

was just ano the r example of how S l l l l i d h J a n i 

money is now the key ingredient 

in most spor t s t eams ' decisions. 

l"he sad truth is that in today's world, spor ts = 

bus iness = mak ing money. And nowhere ha s this 

become c learer than in sagas such as the Je t s trading 

Johnson or the Ast ros t rading Mike Hampton. It works 

like this: A t eam s igns a young, relatively unproven 

player to a three-year contrac t wor th $12 million. After 

the deal 's first two years , the player es tabl ishes himself 

as an all-star or even a supers tar , forcing the team to 

m a k e a tough decision: sign h im to a contract exten-

sion at marke t value — s o m e w h e r e around $18 million 

over two yea r s — or risk losing h im to f ree agency and 

ge t t ing essential ly no th ing in re turn . 

Well, if t h e t eam owner is a multi-billion dollar 

corporat ion like Fox or an individual with bot tomless 

pocke ts like G e o r g e S te inbrenner , the contrac t 

extens ion will surely come. But m o r e than likely, the 

owner can ' t afford to pay m a r k e t value, so h e decides 

instead to t rade t h e player, e i the r before o r dur ing t h e 

final yea r of t h e contract . In re turn , the c lub ge t s young 

and, m o r e importantly, c h e a p talent. 

W h a t it all c o m e s down to is tha t already astronomi-

cal salar ies are still c l imbing at an a larming rate. As a 

result, t h e cleft be tween the t e a m s that can compete 

and t e a m s that can ' t will cont inue to widen. Basketball 

and football have salary caps, bu t f ranch ises still have 

to unload potential f r ee agen t s d u e to salary cap 

pinching. And in baseball , with no salary cap, the gap 

between the haves and have-nots is enormous . 

'Hie t eams owned by corporat ions or by g u y s like 

Ste inbrenner and Ted T u r n e r fit into the first category, 

and they have the luxury of having the chance to 

compete year in and year out. But most teams aren't 

rven in the s ame financial league. So if corporate owners 

can spend $300 million a year on salaries, what 's an 

(iwner worth only $200 million to do? 'Hie easy way out 

would be to sell the team to www.imadeabillion.com for 

a large profit and retire. But these are businessmen 

we're talking about. And if they haven't already thought 

of this, they soon will — ra ther than selling the team 

entirely, why not just rent it out? 

If c o m p a n i e s a re willing to shell out millions for 

the n a m i n g r igh t s to an a rena or s tadium, how much 

would they d rop for t h e naming r igh t s to a team? 

Would an owner be g r e e d y or needy e n o u g h to sell 

his t e am ' s n i ckname? Are we really to the point w h e r e 

the Hous ton Mic rosof t s will play the P i t t sburgh 

Pepsis? Probably not. If anyth ing , mos t fans associate 

t e a m s with their n i c k n a m e s m o r e than their cities — 

it's not Dallas that t hey care about , it's t he Cowboys. 

So why not sell n a m e of the city? l>et the fans in 

Chicago have their Cubs , but call t hem the CNN C u b s ' 

From a bus iness perspect ive, it's a.win-win situation for 

both par tners . For C N N , cough ing up whatever 

amount — say $50 million a year — is pocket change . 

And for the Cubs ' owner , the additional $50 million just 

might let him re-sign that y o u n g supers tar . 

Sure, it's a bit of a stretch. But you would have said 

the same thing 20 years ago, before Candlestick became c 

3Com and the Summit became Compaq. So don't forget 

the days when the St. I/>uis Cardinals visited the I>os 

Angeles Dodger s at Dodger Stadium. Because when 

you take your kids to watch the Toyota Cardinals play 

the Yahoo.com Dodger s at E bay Stadium and they ask 

you, dur ing the Pennzoil Seventh Inning Stretch, about 

baseball when you were their age, you'll be able to tell 

them it wasn't always this way. It used to be just a game, 

you'll say. But that was before your time, too. 

Sumdh Jani is a Sid Richardson College junior. 

Owls host rematch against Hawaii 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
T H R E S H K R K D I T O R I A I . S T A F F 

A mon th and a half is a long t ime in 
col lege baseball . A lot can happen in a 
shor t span of six or seven weeks , but you 
can b e su re the Owls ' m e m o r y g o e s that 
far back. 

A m o n t h and a half ago, t h e Owls 
w e r e coming off a th ree-game Wes t e rn 
Athletic Confe rence ser ies at t h e Univer-
sity of Hawaii. T h e y had en te red the 
se r ies expect ing to r ight the ship af ter 
dr i f t ing terribly off cour se dur ing the 
first third of the season . 

Instead, they lost two out of t h r ee to 
the Rainbows to d rop to 8-12 on the year . 
T h e mos t painful par t was that they actu-
ally held leads in bo th losses before let-
t ing t h e g a m e s slip away in the later 
innings. 

But that was a long t ime ago. And 
w h e n Hawaii c o m e s to Reckl ing Park 
for t h e r e m a t c h beg inn ing tomor row, 
t h e Owls h o p e to prove to t h e Rainbows 
that t h e y a r e now a comple te ly d i f fe ren t 
t eam. 

"If you r e m e m b e r thSt ser ies , every-
body talked about ou r bullpen and h o w 
bad it was," junior left fielder/reliever 
J e s s e Roman said. "Everybody basically 

gave up on our bullpen and said we had 
none . 

"But t h e proof is on the field. Lately 
our bullpen ha s been do ing really well. 
And we never have to worry about ou r 
s tar t ing pitching. So if we stay ho t the 
way we've been , we expec t to de fend our 
place and t ake all th ree ." 

'We'replaying a lot 
better ball, so we're 
coming in with a lot 
of confidence.' 

— Jason Gray 
Senior center fielder 

Rice h a s indeed been playing m u c h 
be t t e r s ince that March 4-6 ser ies . S ince 
then , they have g o n e 17-7 to improve to 
25-19 overall. More impressively, they 've 
won 11 of the i r last 14 — including non-
con fe r ence wins over T e x a s A&M Uni-
versi ty and Southwes t T e x a s State Uni-
versi ty this week. 

As a resul t , t hey en t e r th is w e e k e n d ' s 
s e r i e s with bo th conf idence and a real-
ization of wha t ' s at s take . 

" W e ' r e p l ay ing a lot b e t t e r ball , s o 
w e ' r e c o m i n g in with a lot of conf i -
d e n c e , " s en io r c e n t e r fielder J a s o n Gray 
sa id . " W e k n o w w e can b e a t t h e m . W i t h 
o u r p i t c h i n g staff and wi th t h e rel ief 
s h o r e d up , t h e r e ' s n o r e a s o n w h y w e 
s h o u l d n ' t t h i n k tha t w e can s w e e p t h e 
series ' . 

"But it 's go ing to have to be a dog-
fight. We 've go t to bat t le every t ime. T h i s 
is fo r the season , so we can ' t afford to let 
up at all." 

Hawaii (22-22,9-9 WAC) is ce r t a in ly 
a solid t e a m , b u t t h e Ra inbows a r e 
m i r e d in o n e of t he i r w o r s t s l u m p s of 
t h e s e a s o n , h a v i n g lost six of t h e i r las t 
s e y e n g a m e s . 

Additionally, Hawaii h a s played jus t 
seven g a m e s outs ide t h e c o m f o r t s of its 
h o m e ballpark, m e a n i n g t h e Rainbows 
could have a tough t ime ad jus t ing to life 
on t h e road. 

"I th ink we ' re looking really good 
g o i n g in," jun ior p i tcher Kenny B a u g h 
said. "We w e r e in position to win t h o s e 
two g a m e s . So now we've go t t h e m at 
h o m e , off the i r Astroturf , and if w e ge t a 

See BASEBALL, Page 21 

Jumpers, throwers impress over weekend 
by Ryan Keedy 

THRF-SHER STAFF 

Last w e e k e n d w a s a tale of two ci t ies 
for t h e m e n ' s and w o m e n ' s ou tdoor t rack 
and field teams. Wtfile s o m e m e m b e r s of 
bo th t e a m s w e r e s tuck in Aggieland, t h e 
res t of t h e w o m e n ' s t eam was en joying 
sunny Walnut , Calif., at the M o u n t SAC 
Relays. 

Col lege Station w a s not all bad news, 
however , as Rice's j u m p e r s took advan-
tage of t h e typically favorable winds at 
t h e T e x a s A&M Invitational to turn in 
s o m e solid marks . 

F o r t h e m e n , f r e s h m a n T o m m y 
Olesky caugh t the mos t air, finishing 
second in the long j u m p and fifth in the 
triple jump. Sophomore Todd LeBlanc 
e d g e d out Olesky with a fourth place 
finish in the triple jump. 

"I was pleased with my effort in the 
long j u m p at A&M," Olesky said. "I 
j u m p e d well af ter a hard week of prac-
tice. My triple j ump left some th ing to be 
des i red , .but 1 will be ready to j u m p well 
by the confe rence meet . I should be able 
to put out a qualifying long j u m p at the 
con fe r ence meet , if not before ." 

Also go ing to t h e air was s o p h o m o r e 
Jess ica Sommerfe ld , who took first place 
in t h e sho t put and second in t h e d i scus . 
N e i t h e r t h r o w qual i f ied h e r for t h e 
NCAA Championsh ips , but s h e is get-
t ing c lose r and h o p e s to be p r e s e n t 
w h e n t h e na t ion ' s top col legiate 
l e tes t ake the field for the national mee t 
at t h e end of May. 

"I a m feeling really good about my 
t h r o w s at A&M," Somiperfeld said. "My 
goals for the season are to b e c o m e t h e 
school record ho lde r in the d i scus and 
con t inue on to the NCAAs. I am not su re 
h o w I will do there , bu t I would like to put 
up a good fight. I have no th ing to lose 
and every th ing to gain." 

Sommerfe ld said she also enjoys hurl-
ing otiier heavy and dangerous objects in 
the air and plans to eventually compete in 
all four of the outdoor throwing events. 

' "I also do t h e javelin and the ham-
mer , " Sommerfe ld said. "I cannot wait to 
be hea l thy e n o u g h to throw all four of 
t hem. I f igure in abou t two w e e k s I will 
b e able to throw the h a m m e r for the first 
t ime. I was th inking about open ing up 
with the javelin th is weekend , but I might 
move that to a mee t a couple of w e e k s 
f rom now." 

On the o ther side of the country, fresh-
man Alice Falaiye cont inued to impress 
with h e r long jumps . She won t h e event 

tr 

CARTER BROOKING/THRESHER 

Sophomore Jessica Sommerfeld practices the discus throw in practice Wednesday. 
Sommerfeld placed second in the event at Saturday's Texas A&M Invitational. 

and tied the school record with a j u m p of 
21-11/4, equaling the mark set by Cher i ta 
Howard in 1996. 

"Actually, I wasn' t having a good m e e t 
so I w a s qui te su rpr i sed by the m a r k s I 
w a s able to get ," Falaiye said. "Even 
t hough I e n d e d u p winning, I wasn ' t sat-
isfied with my per formance . I didn' t j u m p 
aswfeH as 1 wanted to." 

She is no t b e i n g overly opt imist ic , 
e i the r . At t h e T e x a s Relays ear l ie r t h i s 
m o n t h , Falaiye no t ched a j u m p of 21-3 
1 / 2 that would have b r o k e n t h e r eco rd 
if not for excess ive winds . 

Nevertheless, h e r most recent record 
nicely compl iments the mark s h e set ear-
lier this year dur ing indoor competi t ion. 

"I do i f t really think about it because I 
know it is small in comparison to what I 

want, which is to m a k e the necessary stan-
da rds for the Olympics," Falaiye said. 

T h e women ' s 1,600-meter relay t eam 
also competed the Moun t SAC Relays 
and cont inued to shine. T h e squad fin-
ished second to a team composed of Olym-
pians, but its t ime of 3 minutes , 34.89 
s e c o n d s still r anks third in t h e nation. 

T h e m e n ' s and w o m e n ' s t e a m s will 
join fo rces th is w e e k e n d as both t e a m s 
h e a d to F o r t W o r t h to c o m p e t e in 
t o m o r r o w ' s T C U Invitational. 

" T h e T C U m e e t is o n e m o r e m e e t to 
work on th ings and to give a c h a n c e to 
people to run di f ferent events , " w o m e n ' s 
h e a d coach Victor Lopez said. "We will 
t ake it re laxed. T h e following week , we 
have t h e Penn Relays. . . . Hopeful ly w e 
can run [well] in that f a m o u s mee t . " 

http://www.imadeabillion.com
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CARTER BROOKING/THRESHFR 
Sophomore Judith Hagedorn reaches for the ball during Rice's final home 
match two weeks ago. Up next for the Owls is the Western Athletic 
Conference Tournament next week in Fort Worth. 

Blowout wins carry Owls 
toward conference tourney 

by Eric Raub 
THRKSHF.R STAFF 

The women's tennis team fell to a 
nationally ranked opponent last 
weekend, but the Owls recovered 
from the loss with two impressive 
victories. 

Rice, which finally re-entered the 
national rankings at No. 57, dropped 
a 7-2 decision to 24th-ranked Texas 
Christian University April 24. Butthe 
Owls rebounded against the Univer-
sity of North Texas and the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Barbara on 
Saturday, shutting out both teams. 

'It's going to be rough. 
It always is this time 
of year.' 

PaulJBlankenship 
Head coach 

Rice's two seniors got the match 
against the Horned Frogs off to a 
great start by wreaking "havoc at the 
top of the singles lineup. Elle Lewis 
upset 50th-ranked Lucie Dvorakova 
7-5,6-3 at the No. 1 spot and Charlotte 
Feasby took down 64th-ranked Dorrit 
Huppes 6-1,6-3 at the No. 2 spot. 

But things went downhill from 
there. The Owls, who seemed to 
remember what was supposed to 
happen against the favored Horned 
Frogs, did not win another match. 

"They're going to be one of the 
toughest teams in our conference," 
junior Erin Waters said. "I believe we 
gave them too much credit as a team. 
Next time we can go in with a more 
realistic view and we can beat them." 

Saturday was a different story for 
the Owls, who buried North Texas 
9-0 and UCSB 6-0. 

Rice was clearly the vastly supe-
rior team in both matches, but the 
Owls insist the matches were no tur-
key shoot. 

"Those teams were not as strong," 
head coach Paul Blankenship said. 
"But Santa Barbara had made an 
appearance in the rankings — down 
at the bottom — a couple of weeks 
into the seaSon. They weren't a bad 
team." —" 

With the regular season now com-
plete, Rice will shift gears to focus 
on its biggest challenge yet, the 
Western Athletic Conference tour-
nament. Fortunately, the Owls will 
have had roughly two weeks of rest 
and preparation for the event that 
may define their season. 

"We're going to go easy on them 
this week," Blankenship said. "We're 

See TENNIS, Page 20 
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Cloud Nine soars to 
fourth sectional title 

It was business as usual for the 
men's ultimate team last weekend. 
Cloud Nine won three matches by 
a combined 45-8 on its way to its 
fourth straight sectional champi-
onship. 

Rice dominated the Texas Sec-
tional, but junior Marcus Gavin 
said he s ee s th is becoming 
tougher in the future. 

"Stephen F. Austin, Texas and 
Texas A&M are young programs 
who promise to strengthen the 
south in the future," Gavin said. 

Cloud Nine now turns its at-
tention to b igger and be t t e r 
things, beginning with the re-
gional tournament, which will be 
played April 29-30 in Oxford, 
Miss. Rice, ranked 16th in the 
country, will likely receive the 
tournament's No. 1 seed. 

Winning the regional would 
qualify Cloud Nine for the national 
tournament for the third straight 
year. While the team doesn't ex-
pect to waltz through regionals, 
senior team captain Michael 
Konopka said there's no reason 
why Rice shouldn't make it back 
to nationals. 

"If we continue to play as we 
have the past month, I not only see 
us competing for the top spots 
regionally, but nationally as well," 
Konopka said. 

Miss Red heads to 
regionals as top seed 

'Hie women's ultimate team, 
nicknamed Miss Red, has estab-
lished itself as both a Texas pow-
erhouse and a force to be reck-
oned with on the national scene. 

Now the team will head into 

the regional championships with 
a No. 1 seed and a chance to qualify 
for its first national tourney. 

Miss Red qual if ied for 
regionals, which will be held in 
Tulsa, Okla., April 29, after win-
ning the Texas college sectional 
last weekend. 

Players credited many factors, 
including the arrival of coach An-
drea Backshier, for a complete 
turnaround. 

'Two years ago, we were lucky 
if seven girls even showed up for 
practice," senior handler-deep 
Kate Mendillo said. "It's refresh-
ing that people are beginning to 
recognize us as contenders, be-
cause for a long time .women's 
ultimate has not had the respect." 

Winning the regional tourna-
ment would qualify Rice for the 
national tournament, played in 
Boise, Idaho, in May. Sophomore 
handler Alice Hill said Miss Red 
has all the right pieces to make a 
run to nationals. 

"We've got the enthusiasm, we 
have the dedication and the de-
sire," Hill said. 'There is no doubt 
in my mind that if we play our 
game then we will be in Boise." 

Loss to Texas ends 
strong lacrosse season 

'ITie men's lacrosse team ended 
its season in disappointing fash-
ion on Saturday, falling 21-5 to the 
University of Texas in the semifi-
nals of the Southwest lacrosse 
Association Tournament. 

Despite this loss, however, the 
Owls concluded one of their most 
successful seasons ever, finishing 
third in the I/>ne Star Alliance Con-
ference at 7-3. 

Preseason polls predicted Rice 
would suffer the growing pains 
usually associated with rebuild-

ing. But behind the senior leader-
ship provided by midfielders Yariv 
Waks and Dan Cordalis and at-
tacker Jeremy Wilson, the Owls 
proved their critics wrong. 

"I'm so proud and blessed to 
have been able to coach this group 
of guys," coach Joey Olivier said. 
"Every time we needed to pick up 
the intensity, we did and met the 
challenge." 

Women's rugby dresses 
up for season finale 

T h e women ' s rugby team 
capped off its season in style with 
Saturday's Rice Cotillion. 

The Cotillion is jnodeled after 
the Dallas Debutante Ball, in 
which players attempt to play 
rugby while wea r ing formal 
dresses. From the torn dresses to 
the halftime snack of tea and cook-
ies, the Owls thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. 

'Hie game capped an up-and-
down semester for Rice. It got off 
to a disappointing start, but the 
Owls turned things around with 
two shutout wins at the Mardi Gras 
Tournament March 3-5. 

Rice will lose several veterans 
going into next year, including se-
nior centers Jean Healey and 
Kathy Rivera. The biggest loss, 
however, could be coach Katie 
Newman, a senior architecture stu-
dent who joined the team just this 
semester. 

Despite the losses, the Owls 
think the team has a solid founda-
tion going into next year. 

"The highl ight of my last 
rugby season is knowing that 
there is a dedicated core of very 
talented underclassmen who will 
carry on and improve the suc-
cess of Rice women's rugby," 
Healey said. 

5814 Kirby In Rice Village 

<713)432-7272 
Rice University-Specials 

1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $8.49 
1 X-large, 2 topping pizza, 2 Ltr. Coke $11.99 

Late Night Special - After 9p.m. 
1 large, 1 topping, pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $7.99 

Play "Beat the Clock" Every Monday Night 
Get one large, one topping pizza, for: 

Order Time Price 
5:00 to 6:00 $5.99 
6:00 to 7:00 $6.99 
7:00 to 8:00 $7.49 
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Seniors on track to end 
careers with strong play 
TENNIS, from Page 10 
giving t h e m Friday, Sa turday and 
Sunday off. Right now, the impor-
tant t h ing is res t ." 

At the s a m e time, Blankenship 
said h e doesn ' t want ihe team to 
lose focus on the task at hand . 

"We a re a sk ing t h e m to hit on 
the i r own over the w e e k e n d , " 
B lankensh ip said. "But we ' re re-
ally g o i n g to •gear up on Monday 
and T u e s d a y . T h e main th ing is 
just to k e e p to k e e p t h e m sharp ." 

T h e t ime off will also he lp the 
Owls r e c o v e r f r o m a s e a s o n ' s 
wor th of a c h e s and pains . While 
Feasby a p p e a r s fully recovered 
f rom the k n e e injury that kept 
h e r out of action for a month , 
W a t e r s su f fe red a minor injury 
agains t Nor th Texas. 

"Frin h a s an Achilles ' t endon 
prob lem," B lankensh ip said. "We 

took he r out of the g a m e agains t 
North Texas . We could see she 
was hur t ing . 1 h o p e this break is 
a real b o n u s for her . " 

Meanwhi le , t he rest of the 
team — especially the two se-
niors — s e e m s to be playing as 
well as it ha s all year. 

"The rest of ou r k ids a re pretty 
g o o d , " B J a n k e n s h i p s a i d . 
"Char lo t te ' s playing well [and! 
Fi le 's feeling good and end ing 
h e r c a r ee r on a real h igh note." 

T h e WAC tou rnamen t , which 
will be played April 28-30 in Fort 
Worth , falls be tween the end of 
c lasses and the beg inn ing of fi-
nals, mak ing th ings just a little 
m o r e cha l leng ing for t h e Owls. 

" I t ' s g o i n g to b e r o u g h , " 
Blankensh ip said. "It always is 
this t ime of year. They 've been 
really busy." 

Owls look to make amends at WAC 

MARILYN LAU 

CSA President. Child of God. 
Hanszen Senior. Horrible Sinner. 
Huge Procrastinator. Believer of the Bible. 
N O T a morning person. . Recipient of G o d ' s Grace. 

O B J E C T I V E To glorify God and be a testimony of faith 
in everything I do. 

E X P E R I E N C E He gives me joy. 
•He gives me peace. 
He healed my family. 
He rescued me from depression. 
H e ' s given me eternal life, because . . . 

A C T I V I T I E S I admitted I 'm a sinner. 
Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God 

I accepted Jesus as the payment for my 
s i n . 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

* I 'd love to hear f rom you! maril@i^ice.edu © 
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by Eric Raub 
THRKSHKRSTAFF 

T h e m e n ' s tennis team finished 
the regular season by splitting two 
ma tches last weekend , and the re-
sults were disappointingly reminis-
cent of the rest of the season. 

T h e Owls hand i ly defeated a 
l e s s e r t e a m , b e a t i n g A b i l e n e 
Chr i s t i an Univers i ty 5-1 S a t u r d a y . 
But-as t hey ' ve d o n e all yea r , t h e y 
t h e n lost to a na t iona l ly r a n k e d 
t eam in a m a t c h they felt t h e y 
s h o u l d h a v e won. 

T h i s t ime, il was a 5-2 loss to 4-11 h-
ranked University of Tulsa, a West-
ern Athletic Confe rence foe, later 
the s a m e day. 

"It was a d i sappo in t ing loss," 
s o p h o m o r e Brakash Venkataraman 
said. "That was a m a t c h we defi-
n i te ly s h o u l d ' v e w o n . G r a n t e d , 
the i r r a n k i n g w a s a little h i g h e r , 
but 1 th ink we s h o u l d ' v e won that 
one ." 

T h e Owls cont inued ano the r dis-
turb ing t rend against Tulsa. They 
s tar ted off s trongly, winning at the 
second and third doub les posi t ions 
to claim the point. 

But despite taking four singles 
matches to three sets, they managed 
to win just one — freshman Matthias 
Mathaes' win at the No. 1 spot. 

"We were a little disappointed," 
assistant coach Shaheen Ladhani 
said. "We lost a really close one. We 
won the doubles point and we were 
ahead in several of the singles 
matches. We were just having 
trouble finishing." 

'We still have an 
outside shot at the 
NCAA tournament. 
Everyone's keeping 
that in mind.' 

— Shaheen Ladhani 
Assistant coach 

Injuries once again kept Rice at 
less than full strength, as senior 
Robert Collins was held out of ac-
tion with a knee injury. Collins, 
Rice's No. 1 singles player and 
Venkataraman's partner in Rice's 
No. 1 doubles squad, hopes to be 
back by next weekend's WAC tour-
nament, but it is still unclear 
whether he will be able to play. 

With the reduced depth and the 
end of a long season, fatigue became 
a major factor against the Golden 
Hurricane. 

Mak-e your mom p r o u d ! 

| f you h a v e n ' t b e e n 

t o c h u r c h all year . . . 

P a s t e r ^ S u n d 

is a g o o d d a y t o 
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Holy Week Services at 
St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

5501 S. Main 

Maundy Thursday • April 20 • 7pm 

Good Friday • April 21 • 12noon 

Easter Sunday • April 23 

8:00 ,9:30 & 11:00am 

R I D E S AVAILABLE FROM R I C E U . C A M P U S r o 

~ S T . P A I L 'S U M C FOR ALL H O L Y W E E K & 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES. 

For information contact Stefanie Bennett 
713-528-0527 or sbennett@neosoft.com 

•f f -r-r-

, ^ " > »• - 'i 

y,*, ;< \'i T * '' ' :. 
a V 

ROB GADDI/THRESHER 
Freshman Matthias Mathaes hits a backhand against Abilene Christian 
University Saturday. Mathaes defaulted the match at the No. 1 singles spot, 
but the Owls still went on to win 5-1. 

As a result, the coaching staff 
planned to give the team a chance to 
use some of the two-week period 
before the WAC Tournament for 
some much-needed rest and relax-
ation. 

"We're giving the team some days 
off," Ladhani said. "We're going to 
recharge a bit and step it up some 
more early next week." 

When they do practice, the Owls 
don't expect to do much more than 
fine-tuning. At this point in the sea-
son, there's not much more they can 
really learn. 

"Basically, we're going to be just 
oiling the joints a bit," Ladhani said. 
"We'll rehearse some match-type 
situations and try to prepare our-
selves for what may arise." 

One area of concern is the team's 
tendency to lose close matches. The 
Owls plan to address the issue, 
though they're not sure exactly what 
the problem is. 

"I don't think we're doing anything 
wrong specifically," Venkataraman 
said. "We're playing hard, and we're 

just going to work on the usual 
things." 

The season has been disappoint-
ing for the Owls, who finished 15-
12 and unranked, but the coaching 
staff has appreciated the fact that 
the players have continued to play 
hard. 

"(Head coach Ron] Smarr and I 
continue to be pleased with the ef-
fort being put forth," Ladhani said. 
"They've got good spirit and good 
motivation. Hypothetically, even if 
things were terrible — which they 
aren't — we'd still expect the same 
thing from them, and they've given 
it to us." 

The Owls have no choice but to 
remain optimistic, especially know-
ing that a good showing at the WAC 
Tournament April 28-30 in Fort 
Worth could extend their season 
further. 

"We still have an outside shot at 
the NCAA Tournament," Ladhani 
said. "Everyone's keeping that in 
mind. Everybody is hungry to play. 
We've got nothing to lose." 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby 

( 7 i 3 ) 5 2 3 - 7 7 7 0 

friaiiMlMftftii 
One Medium $ £ 4 6 One Medium 

One-Topping Pizza 
| & 1 Drink 
| Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 
^ tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1120t y 
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One Large 
One-Topping Pizza 

& 2 Drinks 

$ 7 3 8 • 
1 

| Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 
^ tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1/20$ y 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
april 14-19 

BASEBALL 

RICE 14 SW TEXAS STATE 2 

Rice (25-19) SWTSU (22-23) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl Name (pos) ABR H Bl 
Smith 2b 6 2 2 1 Lewis rf 3 0 1 0 
Gray cf 5 4 4 2 Wthrspn ph 1 0 0 0 
Arnold ss 4 2 4 3 Moore If 3 1 1 0 
Roman If 3 0 0 2 Micheles l b 3 1 1 0 
Ackal rf 5 0 1 1 Kent 3b 3 0 1 0 
Sperring l b 5 1 1 2 Janek cf 2 0 0 1 
Adler dh/p 4 2 2 1 Seaman c 1 0 0 0 
Lukin c 3 1 2 1 Wells c 0 0 0 0 
Ghtzmn ph/c 1 1 1 1 Lowden dh 3 0 0 0 
Fox 3b 4 1 1 0 Carmona 2b 2 0 0 0 
Totals 39 14 18 14 Anderson ss 3 0 0 0 

Totals 23 7 4 1 

Score by innings R H E 
Rice 371 101 1 — 14 18 1 
SWTSU 000 002 0 — 2 4 2 

E — Adler (6), Lewis (7), Anderson (14); LOB — 
Rice 7, SWTSU 5: 2B —Gray (91, Arnold 2(15), 
Lukin (5); HR —Arnold (13), Sperring (2), Adler 
(3), Ghutzman (1); SF — Roman (1), Janek (2) 

IP H R ER BB SO 
Rice 
Baugh 5.0 1 0 0 2 7 
Adler 2.0 3 2 2 1 0 
SWTSU 
Wade 1.2 8 9 6 1 2 
Rutherford 2.1 6 3 3 1 0 
Gonzalez 1.0 1 0 0 0 2 
Massengale 1.0 1 1 1 0 0 
Sherrill 1.0 2 1 1 0 0 

Wtn — Baugh 7-2; Loss — Wade 1-2; Save — None; 
WP — Adler (2), Baugh 2(6). Rutherford (4) 

Attendance — 922 

RICE 7 TEXAS A&M 5 

Rica (24-19) TAMU (21-25) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl Name (pos) ABR H Bl 
Smith 2b 6 2 2 0 Reed cf 5 2 1 0 
Gray cf 4 2 3 2 Wardnsky ss4 1 1 0 
Arnold ss 5 1 3 1 Holt rf 5 0 3 3 
Roman If 5 0 1 2 Sepulveda If 4 0 0 0 
Ackal rf 4 1 3 1 Freeman l b 4 0 1 1 
Scott dh 5 0 1 0 Whealy pr 0 0 0 0 
Michaelis l b 4 0 1 1 Howell c 5 0 1 0 
Ghutzman c 4 0 0 0 Wong dh 4 0 3 0 
Lukin c 1 0 0 0 Stnsn pr/dh 1 0 0 0 
Fox 3b 4 1 1 0 Porter 3b 4 1 1 0 
Totals 42 7 15 7 Heaney 2b 4 1 2 0 

Totals 40 5 13 4 

Score by Innings 
Rice 001 051 000 
TAMU 000 020 300 

R H E 
— 7 15 2 
— 5 13 2 

E — Gray (1), Michaelis (4), Wardinsky (19), Holt 
(4); DP — Rice (1); LOB — Rice 12, TAMU 11; 2B 
— Smith (13), Arnold (13), Michaelis (6), Wong 
(7); SB — Ackal (4), Sepulveda (6); CS — Arnold 
(4) 

IP H R ER BB SO 
Rice 
Gonzalez 4.2 5 2 2 2 7 
Sperring 1.2 4 3 1 0 2 
Barzilla 2-2 4 0 0 0 2 
TAMU 
Strelitz 4.0 8 6 6 2 1 
Sc arc el la 3.0 4 1 1 1 2 
Berry 2.0 3 0 0 0 2 

Win — Sperring 2 2; i i/) o - Strelitz 0-: 
Barzilla (2); WP — Barzilla 2(3); PB — Howell (4); 
HBP — by Sperring (Freeman), by Berry (Fox) 

4 
Attendance — 4,181 

RICE 5 SAN JOSE STATE 6 

Rice (23-19, 10-10) SJSU (25-15, 12-6) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl Name (pos) ABR H Bl 
Smith 2b 4 1 1 2 Brucker cf 4 1 2 1 
Gray cf 4 0 2 2 Ruiz If 3 0 1 0, 
Arnold ss 4 0 1 0 Tognetti 3b 4 1 1 1 
Roman If 1 0 1 0 Fagan dh 4 1 1 0 
Bryan If 3 0 0 0 Hiegel l b 4 1 1 0 
Ackal rf 3 1 0 0 Macchi rh 4 1 1 3 
Sperring l b 4 1 1 0 Shorsher c 3 1 0 0 
Adler dh 1 0 0 0 Duran ss 2 0 0 0 
Ghtzmn ph/dh2 1 1 0 Stream 2b 2 0 0 0 
Scott ph 1 0 0 0 Totals 30 6 7 5 
Lukin c 3 1 1 1 
Fox 3b 4 0 1 0 
Totals 34 5 9 5 

Score by Innings 
Rice 
SJSU 

R H E 
000 000 500 — 5 9 2 
500 000 01X — 6 7 0 

E — Arnold (12). Sperring (6). DP — Rice 1. SJSU 
1: LOB — Rice 4. SJSU 7; 2B — Smith (12), Gray 
(8). Brucker (5); HR — Macchi (3); SH — Stream 
( 6 ) 

H R ER BB SO 

7 6 5 6 8 

Win — Sherman 4-4; Loss — Gwyn 4-6; Save — 
None; WP — Gwyn 3(5); PB — Lukin (5) 

IP 
Rice 
Gwyn 8.0 
SJSU 
Adinolfi 6.2 
Sherman 2.1 

Attendance — 317 

RICE 12 SAN JOSE STATE 5 

Score by innings 
Rice 000 002 901 
SJSU 000 101 030 

R H E 
12 16 1 
5 14 2 

Owls remain confident about WAC race 
Win — Skaggs 7-2; Loss — Baker 6-5; Save — 
Barzilla (1); 2B — Fox (7), Fagan 2(9); 3B — 
Sperring (1); HR — Smith (5), Scott (2), Sperring 
(1), Tognetti (1) 

RICE 6 SAN JOSE STATE 2 

Score by innings 
Rice 000 103 011 
SJSU 010 001 000 

R H E 
6 10 1 
2 6 1 

Win — Baugh 6-2; Loss — Key 8-1; Save — None; 
2B — Arnold (12). Roman 2(8), Stream (5), Ruiz 
(13). Tognetti (8) 

WAC STANDINGS 
o 

(first record is conference, second Is overall; records' 
are through April 19) 

F r e s n o S t a t e 1 2 - 6 

S a n J o s e S t a t e 1 2 - 6 

Rice 10 -10 
H a w a i i 9 - 9 

T e x a s C h r i s t i a n 8 - 9 

H a w a i i - H i l o 5 - 1 6 

3 0 - 1 1 

2 6 - 1 4 

25-19 
22 - 22 

1 7 - 2 5 

1 4 - 2 6 

BASEBALL, from Page 18 
good crowd, I think it'll be more of 
an advantage for us. I think we'll be 
in good position to win." 

The Owls must win if they hope 
to remain in the running for the 
WAC's automatic bid to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Entering conference play this 
weekend, they find themselves 10-
10 in the league, three games be-
hind San Jose State University and 
Fresno State University (both 12-6). 

Hawaii is tied for third with Rice 
at 9-9. 

The Owls still have three games 
remaining against the Spartans, from 
whom they took two of three last 
weekend. But they have no games 
left against the Bulldogs, meaning 
they must hope to get help from 
other WAC teams to knock Fresno 
State off its perch. 

Even without holding their des-
tiny in their own hands, the Owls are 
confident they're still in the running 
for their fifth straight conference title. 

'Lately we 've put 
together a few wins. ... 
We 're just trying to 
relax and have fun.' 

— Eric Arnold 
Sophomore shortstop 

"It's still up in the air," sopho-
more shortstop Eric Arnold said. 
"San Jose was leading the WAC and 
we thought we played much better 
than they did. We still think we're 

going to win it. ... I think it'll be 
interesting between us, Fresno and 
San Jose. But we feel pretty good 
about our chances." 

Rice's recent strong play has re-
sulted in the team being more re-
laxed and confident than it has been 
all year. The Owls say it's no coinci-
dence that the attitude has led to 
improved play. 

"1 think early in the year there 
were huge expectations, and when 
we started off slowly we were really 
disappointed in ourselves,"^Vrnolci 
said. "So we went out and tried too 
hard and pressed too. much. And 
when you press, things only gel 
worse. 

"But lately we've put together a 
few wins, and as much as we know 
we have to win, we're just trying to 
relax and have fun. I think that's the 
most important thing for us." 
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What people weren't 
looking for on the first Easter. 

Instead, people were searching for the dead body of Jesus Christ. But 
when they saw him, he was alive. He had risen from the dead. 
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Leah Benard-Boggs 
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Adam Bobrowski 
Department of Statistics 

Celeste Boudreaux 
Human Resources 

John W. Clark Jr. 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering 

Julie Griswold 
Athletics 

Ken Hatfield 
Athletics 

Nick Howard 
Baptist Student Ministry 

Loranda Iverson 
Facilities and Engineering 

Mark Klemm 
Office of Resource 
Development 

Robert "Corky" Cartwright Krzysztof Koehler 
Computer Science Slavic Studies 

Gil S. Cepillo 
Facilities & Engineering/ 
Operations 

Louis DeLaura 
School of Architecture 

Terrence L. Graham 
Information Technology 

Beverly Konzem 
Hispanic and Classical 
Studies 

Dmitry V. Kosynkin 
Department ofChemistry 

Trish Leggett 
Jones Graduate School of 
Management 

David A. Tenney 
Information Technology 

Ewa Thompson-
Slavic Studies 

Kelley M. Mauk 
Executive Education 

Tisha McKissick 
Office of Resource 
Development 

Sandy Mitchell James R. Thompson 
Ecology and Evolutionary Department of Statistics 
Biology . •-

Krista Noack 
University Relations 

Patricia H. Reiff 
Space Physics and 
Astronomy 

Scott R. Reeves 
Athletics 

James M. Tour 
Department of Chemistry 

Jane L. Verm 
Hispanic and Classical 
Studies 

F. Albert Wang 
Jones Graduate School of 
Management 

Dale Spence Chris Windham 
Department of Kinesiology Fondren Library 

Diane Summers 
Jones Graduate School 

Dolores Thacker 
Jones Graduate School 

Pablo Yepes 
Physics Department 



am APR 21 
Observe GOOD FRIDAY 
with the Episcopal Students' Association 

in the Rice University Chapel at noon. 

Call (713) 524-3168 for more 

information. 

Columbia University Professor Gauri 

Viswanathan gives a lecture entit led 

"The Grammar of Dissent: Conversion, 

Heresy and Belief in BRITISH 
INDIA" from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in . 

Rayzor Hall, Room 110. Admission is free 

to this lecture sponsored by the History 

Department. 

See what your chemistry friends have 

been cooking up all year at the 

Undergraduate Chemistry Research 

POSTER SESSION from U : 3 0 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Dell Butcher Hall 

lobby. 

Guest Artist Stefan Bardas, pianist, 

gives a lecture-recital at 7 p.m. entit led 

"INTERPRETING 
BEETHOVEN From the Inside 

and Outside." The event will be held in 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall, Room 1133. 

Admission is free. 

m i m u APR 22 

Batter up! The BASEBALLteam 

plays the University of Hawaii today at 2 

p.m. in Reckling Park. Admission is free 

for students. 

THE RICE THRESHER CALENDAR FRIDAY, APRIL 21.2000 

The Shepherd School Chamber Orchestra 

celebrates the BEETHOVEN 
FESTIVAL with a concert at 8 p.m. 

in Stude Concert Hall in Alice Pratt 

Brown Hall. Their program includes 

Beethoven's Violin Concerto in D major 

and Symphony No. 6, "Pastorale." 

m m APR 23 

Fondren Library continues its exhibition 

entitled "PRESERVATION" 
today through April 28 located in the 

rotunda of the library. Admission is free. 

Send e-mail to marsal@rice.edu for more 

info. 

The BASEBALL team plays 

against the University of Hawaii today at 

2 p.m. in Reckling Park with an Easter 

egg hunt before the game at 12:30 p.m. 

m m L APR 24 

The Owls take on the University of 

Hawaii again today at the 

BASEBALL game at 7 p.m. in 

Reckling Park. 

juEm APR 25 

Interested in what President Malcolm 

Gillis has to say about the future of Rice 

University? Come to this colloquium 

entitled "RE-THINKING 
THE UNIVERSITY"'™ 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in McMurtry 

Auditorium in Duncan Hall. 

W EBtt FSDAY APR 26 

Take in yet another BASEBALL 
game, but this time against the 

University of Houston at 7 p.m. Guess 

where? Yup, that 's right, in beautiful 

Reckling Park! 

m a m . APR 27 

Henry Rachford of the National Academy 

of Engineers speaks to the topic " D O 

ENGINEERS REALLY HAVE 
MORE FUN?" today from 4 to 5 

p.m. in Duncan Hall, Room 1055. 

Come enjoy the work of talented art ists 

«the RICE STUDENT 
A R T exhibition opening today from 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Rice Art Gallery 

in Sewall Hall. The Rice Players and Rice 

Dance Theatre will also perform at this 

event. The exhibition runs through May 

13. Admission is free. 

Rice Program Council presents the 

RPC LAWN PARTY from 2 to 6 

p.m. in the academic quadrangle. 

If you aren't sick of BASEBALL 
games yet, there's another one today at 

7 p.m. against Dallas Baptist University 

in Reckling Park. 

The Shepherd School Symphony 

Orchestra performs a CONCERT in 

Stude Concert Hall of the Alice Pratt 

Brown Hall at 8 p.m. 

Calendar submit items: 

a m u APR 28 

Today is the LAST DAY OF 
CLASSES! woo-hoo! 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Rani Yadav 
and Josh Taylor, Calencfar Editors, Rice 
Thresher, MS-524. 

• by F A X to Rani Yadav and Josh Taylor, 
Calendar Editors, (713) 348-5238. 

• by E-MAILt0
 thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activit ies Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for all items is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

Submissions are printed on a space-

available basis. 
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The TPS cover sheet classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

PART-TIME administrative assistant 
needed for psychotherapist 's office. 
Must have excellent organizational and 
personal skills. Duties include appoint-
ment setting, phone and general office 
work. Start at $8-10/hour. Call (713) 
524-8332. 

BARTENDER. Make $100-$200 per 
night. No experience necessary. Call 
(713) 741-2655, ext. 287. 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL near Rice 
U. looking for part-time assistants and 
substi tute teachers; ideal for s tudents 
looking for flexible schedules. Call 
(713) 520-0738 for information. 

TUTORS WANTED. WinnTutor ing is 
hiring tutors for all middle and high 
school subjects . Earn $15-17/hour. 
Transportat ion is necessary. Please 
contact David at (toll free) (888) 903-
323Q or e-mail David@Winntutoring. 

SUMMER JOB! Office assistant posi-
tion at the Dean of Engineering Office: 
general office work, answering phones, 
Mac (Word) computer skills required. 
Must have good organizational skills 
and be dependable. Confidentiality re-
quired. Will work around s u m m e r 
schoo l s c h e d u l e s . $ 6 . 5 0 / h r . Call 
Carolie Allgood (713) 348-4009 or 
Nancy I^etness (713) 348-3654. Incom-
ing f reshmen welcome! 

NEEDED: A SITTER for the month of 
July for a 14-year-old girl. Hours are 
Monday-Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mile-
age and out-of-pocket expenses reim-
bursed. Hourly wages negotiable. Call 
(713) 349-9664. 

MCAT INSTRUCTORS needed! Ex-
tremely strong science background 
required. Part-time, flexible, fun. Base 
S18 /hour . No teaching exper ience 
necessary — May training. Call the 
Princeton Review (713) 688-5500ore-
mail amyf@review.com. 

LOOKING FOR A great summer ex-
perience? Be a camp counselor this 
summer in Ingram,Texas at Camp Rio 
Vista for boys and Camp Sierra Vista 
for girls! We have a few openings left 

for our water ski, sports, horseback 
riding and ropes programs. Please note 
that skills such as management , com-
munication, presentation development 
and supervision learned working at 
camp DIRECTLY apply to your cho-
sen career. Call (800) 545-3233 and 
request an employment packet today, 
o r b r o w s e o u r w e b s i t e at 
www.vistacamps.com. 

SEEKING A self-motivated, spontane-
ous team player to work for our rapidly 
growing firrt). Part-time (30 h o u r s / 
week) position with an opportunity for 
full. Good Word, Excel, MS Office 
skills. Type 35 wpm. Start date 5 / 1 / 
00. Rate: $8/hr . Please submit resumes 
to (713) 529-4441 attn: Sabrina (59 @ 
Kirby area). 

SUMMERJOB! Receptionist position. 
Dean of Engineering Office: answer-
ing phones, greet ing visitors, minimal 
clerical tasks. Neat appearance/excel-
lent phone etiquette required. Will 
work around summer school sched-
ules. $6 /h r . Call Nancy Letness (713) 
348-3654. Incoming f r e shmen wel-

NANNY NEEDED to provide after-
school childcare Mon-Fri. Must have 
car and baby-sitting references. Jobs 
available in your area. $8-15/hr. (281) 
578-5337. 

FREE ROOM/BOARD in exchange 
for 10-20 hour s /weeks of babysitting. 
Take care of 2 boys (ages 2 and 4) 7-
9:30 a.m. M-F and some Saturday 
nights. We live in Meyerland: room 
separate from house, e-mail, phone 
line, satellite TV, etc. (713) 705-3179 or 
(713) 779-3669. 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE: Sofa and love seat $300; 
computer table $30; 2000 Toyota Co-
rolla $11, 500. (713) 383-7867 

HOUSING 

NEED SUMMERhousing? Roommate 
wanted to share 3 bedroom from 5-1 to 
8/3J,. Rent $285 per month plus bills. 
Location: Hwy 59 and Fountainview. 
No smokers or pets. For more info: 
contact Gina (713) 348-4795. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Rates fo rc lass i fed advertising 
are a s follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: 
3 6 - 7 0 words: 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: 

$ 1 5 
$ 3 0 
$ 4 5 

Payment, by ca sh , check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. „ 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
and d o e s not t a k e responsibility 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior t o Friday publication. * 

* 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classif ieds 

6 1 0 0 Main St. , MS-524 
Houston, TX 7 7 0 0 5 - 1 8 9 2 

Phone: (713) 3 4 8 - 4 8 0 1 
Fax: (713) 3 4 8 - 5 2 3 8 

refuse any advertising for any reason 
for t h e fac tua l con ten t of any ad. 

Thank you, 
To the men and women who took up 
the fight for a student bar years ago 
To the administrators who defended 
the pr iv i lege then and today 
To the V&W Board 
To the Campus Police 
To Willy 
To the Student Center staff 
To the bartenders 
To the fire fighters 
To the thousands of patrons 

Thank you all for making Willy's Pub 
a special place to eatf drink and pass 
the time for our first 25 years. 

GARAGE AIT. For rent. Approx. 450 
sq. ft. Includes kitchenette w / stove, 
refrigerator, washer/dryer , ceiling fan, 
two closets, central A /C and heat. Rent 
$600. Loca ted on S h e r i d a n b / t 
Morningside/Greenbriar . Call (713) 
767-8148. 

SUMMERSUBLET. Big garage apart-
ment in the Montrose area. Hardwood 
floors, lots of light, furnished. Walk-
ing distance to River Oaks theater and 
shops, Empire Cafe, Brasil. $425/ 
month. Available June 1 to September 
1 (negotiable). (832) 567-8752. 

WANTED: Rice grad seeks quiet, clean 
garage apartment near Rice. Call Eric 
@ (713) 588-2684. 

QUIET CONTEMPLATIVE Houston 
Heights household seeks single, non-
smoking, tidy roommate. Own bed-
room, share large, comfortable living 
areas. Fully furnished, all mod. cons. 
$800/month + share bills. Phone (713) 
426-0509 or e-mail allday@worldnet. 
att.net. 

ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS! Off-
campus housing is the way to live and 
at T h e Villages at Meyerland we offer 
a little bit of style. $99 total move-in. 
Electric paid. A lot of class and some 
extra pocket money. Come visit us at 
The Villages at Meyerland, 8900 Chim-
ney Rock Road, Houston, TX 77096. 
(713) 666-3024 or (713) 666-2904. 

FOR RENT: 2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath 
townhouse. $850 per month. (713) 383-
7867. 

HEIGHTS. NEW CONDO, full size w / 
d, berber , marble tile, crown mould-
ing, individual garage, security, cable. 
One bedroom 900 square feet. $750 
per month. No pets. (713) 682-7142. 

MALE, TENANT sought for Univer-
sity Oaks garage apartment 3 miles 
from Rice (near University of Hous-
ton) . FREE rent in exchange for ya rd / 
house sitting services. (713) 741-7220. 

WANTED: SUM M ER sublet near Rice, 
preferably 2 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms, wanted for a professor and his 
family, including a well-trained 45 lb. 
golden retriever who will spend her 
days elsewhere. Please call (713) 666-
4222. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
HEPATITIS STUDY RESULTS: Did 
you participate in the UT hepatitis 
study? Don't forget to get your results 
by calling the study office at (713) 500-
9385 between 9 and 11:30 a.m. For 
m o r e h e p a t i t i s i n f o r m a t i o n , 
www.sph.uth.tmc.edu/research/ 
hepstudy. 

LONELY? Call tonight! (900) 370-4555,' 
ext. 8837. $2.99 per minute. Must be 
18 years. Serv-U (619) 645-8434. 

TRAVEL. EURORAIL pass experts — 
www.raildeals.com. Get tons of free 
stuff. 2,500 discount offers, rail map 
and timetable. Free night at The Pink 
Palace and more. (888) RAILPASS or 
raildeals.com. 

JESUS, MAITREYA BUDDHA and 
several Masters of Wisdom will soon 
appear to everyone and inspire hu-
manity to build a new civilization based 
upon Brotherhood, Justice, Sharing 
and Love (not religious dogma). Free 
l i t e r a t u r e (800) 684-0958, 
www.shareintl.org. 

SINGLE? LOOKING for an excitingly 
different way to meet that special per-
son?Try the Dateline! (900) 407-7781, 
ext. 5903. $2.99 per minute. Must be 
18 years+. Serv-U (619) 645-8434. 

NOTES AND NOTICES 
COMMENCEMENT2000will be held 
on Saturday, May 13,at8:3Qa.m. Com-
plete information on Commencement 
2000 can be found at www.rice.edu/ 
commencement. 

D O N T BE a stranger. Register online 
for t h e SA S u m m e r Direc tory at 
sa. rice.edu/summer2000. 

THURSDAY —notablefor4ts. brusque Qedipal 
implications. 

15:30 Arrive at Rice. So ex: 07:45"On way fo 
cited to be spending the week—see that I've been ticketed lor # 
end at a place President Gillis 
describes as the "premier i n s ^ 
tute of scientific research south 
of the Mason-Dixon line whose 

and within 400 miles of an inter-
national border." Wanted to ar-
rive earlier, but couldn't break 

'parking a mid-sized sedan in an 
unmarked, but dewly compact, 
space." Move car again* —---• 

08:00 CHEM 568: euphoria! 

10:00~MATH356: elemen-
tary, but still enjoyable. 

held since kindergarten. 
15:38 Pick up registration 

packetanchmyfree^disposable 
camera. Great' Now! can photo-

12:0Q»Decide to take a risk 
on CK How bad could it be? 

graph all of the computing facili-
ties 
their 

15:47 Return to car to find a 

no! It's a ticket from the Campus 

.host's bathroomAsks me jf 
"been getting too friendly with 

Daniels.* I wonder wlicrhe~ 
admiMtinnaof-

ficer. I knew I should have gone 
"-torthatwelcome ceremony? 

Staggering tn Af.tivh 
ties Fair, discover that my car 

out a permit on a weekday during fire hydrant on aJFriday, 

my permanent record? Movenar. disappointing. .Find display for. 
16:00 Escorted to Baker Col-

lege, 
room!snot as coaducivetostudy 
ing as I would prefer. He quietly 
asksifTmtftteres^dl^ 
up thi&j«eekeraLl4oULhira4* 
hadn't even brought my laptop, 
TetaTone my heiworiTcables. 

16; 10 My host iust departed 
leaving me in peace. Finally! I'm 
re^y gladTdeadeffBering my 

12 Hours Club, but search in vain 

evening plans suspendedso I can 
Ifevbte more timietostiidyihgr 

22;OODecidet©slack0ffa 
little and attend Salsa Party. Good 
c f t a n c ^ 

conversation startersabout Linux 
and ACT scores donx seem to 

me because this is4he perfect 
time for me to study and get a feel 
for what College is all about! 

17:25 So absorbedinmemo-
rizing the middle names of all the 
vicepresidentsthatMosttrackof 
time and completely missed the 
welcome ceremony, immediately 
draft letter of profuse apology to 
President Gillis explaining my 
conspicuous absence. Am sure 
to mention my 1600 on the SAT. 

18:Q0 Host takes me to din-
ner. Appalled by CK's culinary 
(5pti0iiS". G<30dthing Mom packed 
mealunchjusUncasev.-..,-~..~ 

18:30 GettinVjiggy wit my 
AP History flashcards. 

20:10 Things get really r e -
citing when Idecideto mix tilings 

l i p W i f f i f C T q i e S 
try instead? 

22:00 Study break (a misnd-
mer fo feve^one^f fn^^ 

high-

actly sure how to salsa so I jusf 
adapt some of -my- mom^s . 
Jazzercise moves. - # 

22:15 large group of people 
pointing at my host and laugh- ™ 
ing, I guess he is a funny jjuy,„._ 

22:20 

which seem to consist entirely 
drinking andsexr Rice-students 
for the most part seem absolutely Colle, 

found. 
Tollow group of other 

Owlsover to JamPcat atWicss 

desperate for the latter. 
22:16GfoupdfRice^ 

throughSidcommonsnude-ex-
cept for strategically placed dol-
lops of shaving cream. Case in 
point. (Until just now, I hadn't 
seen a naked man since The Inci-
dent '"in"tblFWo^ 
grade gym class. 4 wonder if I 
would ever join the streakers 
during my yeiare at RicelPersoh-
ally, I'mwoFriedmy^teehnolegy" 
is a bit too "nano." Wow, it was 

I f m B a r r a s ^ 
thing this is my private diary.) 

22:30 Told host I was going 
to bedi citing the proverb ''the 
early bird^tstiwworm."iaugh« 
ing. he mutters something about 
tequila that I don't understand. 

den of debauchery called the rive-
Man, 

hitting on me. Honestly, I know 
we're M"'3esoeriaPE^SS"''ffie" 

it wasjtj>reliygentle slope. Be-
ginning towonder ̂ ffitthFsffin: 

gency of the-Rice admissions-
policy. /. n 

23:10 Offered cup of red 
Kool-Aid.WowlThisdoefm^taste 
like Blastin' Cherry Berry. 

23:20 Sudden urge to jump 
u p onedge of2nd^loor balcony 

23:22 EMTs arrive on 

03 :00 There are exactly 17 
06rt)0Upat~dawnrto review 

efficient route between classes. 

we nefdwi tn leave early to get 
good seats for his 8 o'clock. He 
g r o a n e t r w m e T h t n g ^ b o a n o i s r 

05:15 Realize thatthis week 

jcoannode more than 1 have aeen 
host himself 

" D S J 3 0 

comatose. Jose Cuerva? Is that of all die wasted study time! 

07:30 Woke up host again, way around Inner Loop. Another 
H r r a v e i y i m t a b l e r _ 
frankly unprintable pejorative—doomed!-
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