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Jones junior dies on Tuesday 
by Ben Weston 

fflRLSHHK I . D I I O K I A I . S I A 1 F 

J o n e s College junior Peter Savvas Nelson died 
Tuesday a f te rnoon in Miami Beach, Fla. 

T h e cause of death was multiple d rug intoxication 
and his death was ruled a suicide, according to the 
Miami-Dade County Medical Examiner ' s Depart-
ment . Nplson was 20. 

T h e funeral service for Nelson will be held tonight 
at 6 p.m. in Austin, his hometown. T h e in ter rment 
will take place tomorrow at 10 a. m. at St. Elias Church 
in Austin. Any s tudents wishing to attend should 
contact J o n e s Master Enr ique Barrera for more in-
formation. 

J o n e s junior Adan Galvan, Nelson 's roommate , 
said that af ter spending Chr is tmas with his grand-
mother , Nelson went to Florida on Jan. 7 to take a 
meditat ion course in a small town there . Midway 
th rough the course , Galvan said, he left a note saying 
he had a family emergency , took a bus to Miami, and 
checked into a motel. Nelson checked into the Inter-
national Inn in Miami Beach on Saturday, according 

See NELSON, Page 12 

Computer problems 
delay fall grade reports 

by Olivia Allison 
1HKESHER STAFF 

Jones College junior Peter Nelson 
COURTESY RENATA BENJAMIN 

Continuing p rob lems with the 
new computer system Exeter caused 
s tudents to receive their first semes-
ter g rades a week late, according to 
Vice President for Enrol lment Ann 
Wright. 

Students ' g r a d e s were delivered 
lo the college mai l rooms Sunday 
night or Monday, but many s tudents 
did not receive their g r a d e s unlil 
Tuesday. 

Wright said the Registrar 's Of-
fice originally planned to mail t hem 
to s tudents ' pe rmanent add res ses 
Jan. 10. 

' T h e g r ades were due Jan. 3, so 
we should've had them out on the 
10th, but there was a problem with 
calculating CPAs," Wright stated. 
"It got to the point where we asked 
ourselves if we should go ahead and 

send it wrong or wait until it was 
right, and we decided to wait.'' 

According to W r j g h t and Vice 
President for Student Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho, concerned pa ren t s and 
s tuden t s called to ask about the de-
lay in receiving grades . 

"Our office received roughly 10-
20 calls and e-mails. I had someone 
tell me that his paren ts thought In-
had hid his grades ," Camacho said. 

Lovett College f r e shman Philip 
McDaniel said his m o t h e r called 
Camacho, and that he too was wor-
ried about the s ta tus of his g rades . 

"All of my f r iends at h o m e were 
get t ing their grades , and I wanted to 
know my g rades as well," McDaniel 
said. 

Professors also claimed they wen-
assigned classrooms much later than 
t h e y had a n t i c i p a t e d . E d w a r d 
Doughtie, an English professor, said 

See REGISTRAR. Page 11 

Backpack with RPC money 
taken from treasurer's room 

by Jen Frazer 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

W h e n a backpack was stolen Dec. 3 f rom a 
Will Rice College room, the Rice Program 
Council was the victim, losing an est imated 
$4,500 in cash and checks f rom door receipts 
f rom Esperanza . 

Overnight , the bag RPC T r e a s u r e r Dan 
Street had left in a drawer in his unlocked 
room on the second floor of Will Rice's old 
dorm vanished. "I came out at nine in the 
morning, got out of bed and opened up [the 
drawer] and the money wasn' t there," Street 
said. 

Street had received the last of the money 
from the Nov. 13 dance on Nov. 30. He said h e 
counted the money on Dec. 1, leaving it in a 

locked box in /the RPC office through the 
morn ing of Dec. 2. 

"On the third, I got the money from the 
RPC office at approximately 1 p.m., brought ii 
back to my room and put it in a the bottom 
drawer. I left it there. Wheif I woke up on the 
4th to go make the deposit, the money wasn't 
there," Street said. 

Street said h e did not immediately talk to 
the Campus Police or RPC President Lindsay 
Germano, but instead scoured the campus, 
hop ing the thief would have taken the cash 
and abandoned the rest. The RPC's check-
book was also in the backpack. 

"Since the money was in such a weird 
place, I wanted to make sure that it wasn't one 
of my f r iends coming into my room and pick-

See RPC, Page 13 

ROB GADD1/T 

An estimated $4,500 In cash and checks were in a backpack taken from this drawer in the 
of former Rice Program Council Treasurer Dan Street (inset), a Will Rice College junior. 

Board approves domestic partner benefits 
Health insurance for same- and different-sex partners to be available July 1 

by Liora Danan 
THRESHER STAFF 

Rice faculty and staff will be able 
to select from a number of benefits, 
including health insurance, for es-
tablished domest ic par tners begin-
ning with the new fiscal year on 
July 1. 

Tire Board of T rus t ees reached 
this decision at its Dec. 10 meeting. 
The change affects both same- and 
different-sex couples and ha s re-
ceived the support of several Rice 
groups. 

' T h e hope and intent is that it will 
help with recrui tment and retent ion 
of the very best staff and faculty," 
Kyle C a v a n a u g h , a s s o c i a t e vice 
pres ident for Human Resources , 
said. 

According to Cavanaugh, the in-
creased benefi ts should be offered 
to current faculty and staff by the 
annual enrol lment period in April. 
The changes were r e c o m m e n d e d 
by the pres ident ' s Commit tee on 
Faculty and Staff Benefits . 

Cavanaugh said that certain de-
tails, such as the exact definition of 

"es tab l i shed d o m e s t i c pa r t ne r s , " 
have yet to be de te rmined . 

"We ' re still w o r k i n g our way 
t h r o u g h a lot of t h e log i s t i c s , " 
Cavanaugh said. "They will have to 
be ironed out in the next couple ol 
weeks." 

Rice currently offers domest ic 
^partner benefi ts such as ID cards 
and the use of Autry Court , Fondren 
Library and Cohen House. However, 
health insurance has not been avail-
able for the domest ic par tners of 
staff and faculty, despi te the Faculty 

See BENEFITS, Page 10 

Passing the torch 
MONDRO BARMAN/THRESHER 

A young attendee of Monday's Martin Luther King Jr. candlelight vigil 
walks toward the Rice Chapel. See story, Page 8. 

Tickets for baseball 
home opener 

INSIDE 

Tickets to the Owls' first home 
game at the new Reckling Park 
will be available at the Rice Ticket 
Office in Autry Court Jan. 31. 

Undergraduate students with 
valid ID stickers and faculty and 
staff can pick up the limited tick-
ets between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
on a first come/f irst serve basis. 
Admission to all other games will 
be handled at the gate. 

The game contests No. 7 Rice 
against No. 10 Unftersity of Hous-
ton. The Thresher m\\ run a base-
ball preview in next week's issue. 

NEWS P a g e 4 
Parking rale changes 

SPORTS P a g e 1 8 
The color 'blurple' 

A&E * v P a g e 1 7 
Too square to understand hip-hop? 

LIFESTYLES P a g e 2 2 
Academ life after graduation 

Friday 
Mostly cloudy, 56-62 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly cloudy, 55-74 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 50-68 degrees 

Scoreboard 
Men's Basketball 
Tulsa 67, Rice 49 
Rice 71, SMU 80 
Rice 62, Texas-Pan Am 72 
Rice 57, Dusquene 72 
Lamar 51, Rice 40 
Rockhurst 43, Rice 51-
Texas A&M 56, Rice 53 
Rice 71, Houston 84 
Rice 71, Stephen F. Austin 77 
Northwestern St. 49, Rice 52 

* Women's Basketball 
Rice 58,.Tulsa 59 
Rice 51, Maine 70 
Texas A&M 57, Rice 60 
Rice 74, Florida A&M 47 
Cornell 4£, Rice 73 
Texas-Pan Am 42, Rice 83 
Michigan 63, Rice 47 
Massachusetts 58, Rice 59 
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Getting support 
In a year rife with campus tragedy, it's important to remember that 

there are resources readily available on campus to lend emotional 
support and coun'seling to those who need it. The Rice Counseling 
Center, located on the third floor of Lovett Hall, has professional 
counsellors with a great deal of experience in helping students. The 
center's 24-hour phone number is (713) 3484867. Visits to the RCC 
are completely confidential, and student health fees cover the costs 
of 12 sessions of counselling.. We hope that those in need will take 
advantage of this resource. 

Accepting our 
responsibilities 

Part of being an elected official is being held responsible for your 
actions. 

Recent events have shown that student officials can make mis-
takes. Even innocent mistakes can have larger ramifications, and 
innocent mistakes are, unfortunately, still mistakes. 

Recently, approximately $4,500 of Rice Program Council money 
disappeared from the Will Rice College room of RPC Treasurer Dan 
Street. Street left the money in a backpack in the bottom drawer of his 
desk on a Friday afternoon. He slept in his room that night, and found 
the money missing the next morning. His mistake — keeping such 
a large amount of money in an unlocked room — was an innocent 
one. After all, there's a culture at Rice of keeping doors unlocked. 

But Street did make a mistake. Keeping large amounts of money 
unattended in an unlocked room — even for a short period of time — 
is an example of not taking proper precautions to protect student 
money. And his hesitation to report the loss to RPC President 
Lindsay Germano and to the Campus Police is an example of the 
wrong reaction to a theft of a significant amount of money. While 
Street isn't responsible for the loss itself, he is responsible for 
making sure that his innocent mistake does not injure RPC finances 
or hurt the reputations of the RPC and other student-run groups. 

The RPC has issued a statement saying that Street will pay back 
a set amount of money to the organization. We congratulate the RPC 
for this move — it will show that as students, we are willing to be 
accountable for our own actions and hold fellow students account-
able for theirs. 

Personality without 
representation 

At the behest of Rice's administration, Michael Graves and Asso-
ciates have designed a crest for Martel College. Unfortunately, the 
crest lacks personality because the administration neglected to 
consult the most important constituency in the matter — the stu-
dents of Martel College. 

The parts of the crest intended to resemble the Greek flag more 
c losely resemble plus and equal signs, making the crest look elemen-
tary and strangely academic. The intertwined "M" and "C" are 
predictable and aesthetically unappealing. And the owl in the upper 
right corner of the crest is the standard Rice owl. Altogether, the 
crest has the look of Rice as public relations machine, not the look of 
a college with its own unique personality. 

It's even worse, though, to see that the administration has chosen 
to abrogate and ignore the creative rights of the students who will 
one day live in Martel College. They're the ones who will be repre-
sented by this crest, and they should have input in its design. 
Traditionally, a college's members have designed, or at least voted 
on, crests for their colleges. Martel's founding students should be 
given the same, opportunity. 

Yes, it might be nice to have dinner plates and banners ready to 
greet incoming students, but Martel College and all its future genera-
tions of students shouldn't be stuck with a bland symbol. 

The fact that the Martel family is the major donor for Martel 
College is significant, and the founding students of Martel College 
are not likely to forget it if left to their own devices in designing a 
crest. We must trust that the student^of Martel College can respon-
sibly design a crest that pays proper homage to the Martel family. But 
only the students of Martel College will know what the college's 
personality is, and then only after the college has actually been 
brought to life. That's when the crest — and all the other traditional 
aspects of the college — should be decided upon. 
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New millennium has 
not arrived yet 

To the editor: 
I was quite disappointed to see 

this headline in your last issue: "This 
is the last Thresher of the millen-
nium." I'm very sorry to tell you that 
the end of the millennium will take 
place on Dec. 31,2000, right at mid-
night. Are you telling us that you 
are not going to publish the Thresher 
during the entire next year? This is 
a very prestigious university and 
accurate (and very simple) infor-
mation like this should be published 
in its mass media so that we all 
could benefit from it. Thank you 
and sorry to be so precise. 

Jose A. Narbona 
Lecturer, Department of 

Hispanic and Classical Studies 

A professor's views on 
self-scheduled exams 

To the editor: 
The editorial "Dishonorable ex-

ams" (Dec. 3, 1999) raises some 
interesting points. Let me contrib-
ute to the conversation. 

First, I admit that self-scheduled 
exams can be a bit of a pain. Getting 
them ready before classes have 
ended, picking them up over a 12-
day period, dealing with distraught 
students who slept through the cho-
sen period — all these can be dis-
tracting. 

Secondly, though the available 
time slots may not fit every sched-
ule, having only 24 choices as to 
when to self-schedule exams is, 
though limiting, not quite total op-
pression. 

Thirdly, administering the tests 
in a classroom, especially if lightly 
monitored, may suggest something 
less than absolute trust in students' 
honor. Even if true, that is not nec-
essaj^Kffiolish or demeaning. 
Sociologicial theories of deviance 
indicate that most people behave 
better when subject to some form of 
control. Further, the fact that the 
contents of tests are available after 
the first day of exams offers plenty 

of opportunity to violate the Honor 
Code for those so inclined. I have 
personally known it to happen. 

More importantly, self-scheduled 
exams offer professors some assur-
ance that we will not have to wait 
until the last day or two of the exam 
period to get most of the exams. 
This gives us the opportunity to 
spread our grading over several days 
and allows us to spend more time 
visiting with our families and friends, 
lighting candles, baking cookies, lift-
ing cups of cheer, singing merry 
songs, purchasing lovely gifts for 
others, easing the burdens of the 
downtrodden and preparing thrill-
ing new offerings for the first se-
mester of the new millennium. 

Now that puts it all in a whole 
new light, doesn't it? 

Bill Martin 
Professor, Sociology Department 

Houston air pollution 
endangers lives 

To the editor: 
On Oct. 7, Houston overtook Los 

Angeles for the most days with the 
smoggiest air. Houston is now the 
smoggiest city in the country. As of 
Nov. 14, Houston has had 50 days 
where the air" was dirty enough to 
hospitalize hundreds of Houstonians 
and cause thousands of others to 
have such difficult time breathing 
that they were not able to leave their 
home. 

Also, schools in Deer Park are 
threatening to not allow the school 
children to play outside because the 
air quality is ao bad. 

This is a sad testament concern-
ing the quality of life that is offered 
to the residents of Houston. The 
state and local* government have 
continuously dragged their feet on 
any legislation that would improve 
air quality in Houston. They have 
dragged their feet for so long that 
the Environmental Protection « 
Agency is threatening to withhold 
infrastructure funding for Houston. 

The city is losing billions of dol-
lars a year due to problems caused 
by air pollution. A recent study by 
the Houston Galveston Area Coun-
cil showed that if Houston would ^ 

clean up its air to meet EPA stan-
dards, the annual quantified eco-
nomic benefit would be $3.1 billion. 
- Furthermore, premature deaths 
caused by air pollution would be 
reduced by 435 people per year ac-
cording to the National Resource 
Defense Council. Thousands of 
people are unable to go to work each 
year because they are unable to leave 
their homes, causing millions of 
dollars of efficiency and productiv-
ity to be lostin the Houston economy. 

Gavin Dillingham 
Houston 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• Letters should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. . 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher at (713) 3484801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $40 domestic and 
$90 international via first class 
mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 
information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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The emperor wears no clothes 

Blood thicker than political ideology 
I begin this week with an apol-
ogy: I shouldn't lend the impending 
subject any more attention than he 
has already received. If there 's one 
lesson to take from the 
c u r r e n t political wran-
gling over Elian Gonzalez, 
the now-famous Cuban 6-
year-old and recent inhab-
itant of Miami, it's that no 
political motive justifies 
turning such a child into a 
political pawn. 

A quick update: Elian 
Gonzalez left Cuba last 
N o v e m b e r w j t h h i s 
mo the r and s tepfather , 
both of whom drowned 
during the voyage. The Coast Guard 
found the boy and whisked him 
ashore. His Florida relatives then 
took temporary custody of him while 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service considered his case. 

T h e INS concluded that Elian's 
father wants his son returned and 
that he is a competent, caring fa-
ther. Many Americans questioned 
the ability of the INS to make such a 
complex decision. How, after all, can 
a g o v e r n m e n t b u r e a u c r a c y ad-
equately judge a man, subject to a 
communist dictatorship, who's not 
fully free to speak his mind? 

But most who asked that ques-
tion then took the next logical step: 
They answered it. A government 
bureaucracy can't make such a deci-
sion, they said. And then the fecal 
matter hit the rotating air circula-
tion device. 

Almost immediately, Fidel Castro 
organized massive rallies in Cuba to 
demand the boy's return. Mean-
while, a large and vocal sector of 
Miami's Cuban-American commu-
nity demanded that the boy be al-
lowed^to live with his Florida rela-

James 
Dallal 

tives. 
Several members of Congress 

have since mounted an effort to ex-
empt Elian from all citizenship re-

quirements so as to grant 
him full U.S. citizenship. 
Such action is without pre-
ceden t : C o n g r e s s h a s 
waived individual require-
ments before, but no one 
has ever gained citizen-
ship without fulfilling any 
of the criteria. 

Finally, the Ayn Rand 
Institute — refuge of capi-
talist apologists — has 
joined the fray, on the far 
simpler grounds of anti-

communism. "Life in totalitarian 
Cuba," declares ARI Director Peter 
Schwartz, "is life in slavery." While 
disagreeing with the ARI's premise, 
I appreciate the organization's will-
ingness to justify its position. 

I wish I could say the same for 
the rest of the crowd. But Elian's 
relatives and their political allies 
don't seem to care what premise 
they establish regarding Cuba; they 
simply want to keep the boy here. 

Only in the ARI's analysis do I., 
detect an actual argument: Commu-
nism depr ives people of l iberty 
through controls on discourse and 
action, and deprives them of pros-
pe r i ty t h r o u g h p o o r e c o n o m i c 
theory. Consequently, life in the 
United States will always be supe-
rior to life in Cuba. 

It's a coherent argument, but it 
misses three key insights. 

First, Cuba's deprivation owes 
much to our behavior. We say that 
communism is bad economics, and 
then deny Cuba trade — an act that 
self-fulfills our prophesy. 

Second, life hece is not as free as 
we might think. We have our own 

offenses against human rights (read 
up at http://www.hrw.org), and cer-
tainly corruption and favoritism of-
ten hinder economic progress here. 

Third, neither formally encoded 
civil liberties nor free-market eco-
nomics determines happiness — 
they're just the most easily quantifi-
able factors. 

Moreover, how do we account 
for less immediately quantifiable 
qualities such as the value of na-
tional identity and the emotional 
grounding that consistent affection 
from a caring parent can provide? 
There ' s no formula for such consid-
erations, no cut-and-dry mathemati-
cal proof, and yet few will deny their 
validity. 

Castro's no Nelson Mandela. But 
he 's no Pol Pot either. 

And until we have any clear sign 
that returning the boy to his father 
would place him in immediate jeop-
ardy, his case doesn't justify rend-
ing the bond between father and son 
— a bond deemed sacred by virtu-
ally all of our public leaders. 

Furthermore, we can all agree 
that no 6-year-old confronting the 
death of his mother and stepfather 
needs this level of media overexpo-
sure. If this controversy continues 
much further, the boy will have ev-
ery opportunity to be swallowed in 
the gargantuan U.S. pop-media ma-
chine. But if the boy is returned to" 
his father, then the parades end and 
Elian can go about the duties of 
being six. 

The columnist bids the press and 
the politicos a resounding "Shut Up." 
His hypocrisy acknowledged, he 
then vows to accomplish the same. 

James Dallal is opinion editor and a 
Lovett College sophomore. He can be 
reached a? jdallal@rice.edu. 

Shut up! 

Gillis' techno vision of the future lacks vision 
"World commerce is increas-
ingly dominated by weightless prod-
ucts: information, services, compu-
tational capacities, and the l ike—all 
products of the human 
mind." I learned that from 
our very own President 
Malcolm Gillis. 

Gillis'letter—recently 
sent to alumni — is about 
technology, specifically 
thecutting-edge new tech-
nologies that are being 
studied and developed at 
Rice. And according to 
Gillis, these technologies 
are the key to "preparing 
our s tudents to live, learn 
and lead in the 21st century." 

Well, we're in the 21st century, 
sort of. And life actually seems pretty 
much the same as it was three weeks 
ago. Alot of people seem convinced, 
however, by modern-day snake-oil 
m e r c h a n t s like Amer ica Onl ine 
founder Steve Case who proclaim 
the existence of the "Internet Cen-
tury" without regard to the physical 
realities of business and life. 

I think Gillis would sympathize 
with these people quite a bit. He 
proclaims the demise of the "physi-
cal infrastructure of factories and 
transport facilities," which will yield 
to "networks." Likewise, he claims 
that "human capital both creates and 
benefi ts f rom such technological 
advances as microprocessors, com-
putation, lasers, and fiber optics." 

But jargonistic overemphasis on 
the human contribution to industry 
encourages people to forget that the 
machines that melt silicon into com-
puter components still have to exist 
and the shipping lanes that trans-
port the holy artifacts of technology 
still have to run. 

This modernist bias that treats 
the present as a result of mankind's 
giant leap out of the past is the same 
one that makes people think the 
world is less agrarian than it was 200 
years ago. On the contrary: the work-

Daniel 
Mee 

ings of the world are still built on 
agriculture. The majority of the de-
veloped land area of the world is 
devoted to food production. 

Most notably, though,., 
if the world's food-produc-
tion systems were to fail, 
all the computer chips and 
electronic networks in the 
world could not feed a 
single person, although 
human capital m i g h t 
serve for a while. 

This fact points to a 
characteristic of technol-
ogy that is far more fun-
damental than whatever 
paradigm shift happens to 

be transforming the marketplace. 
Technology is only a tool; so 

much is obvious from the word it-
self. But what is not obvious is that 
technology is not useful unless it is 
applied to a purpose. Right now that 
purpose happens to be progress in 
the modernist sense, specifically 
economically efficient progress. 

While it is excellent for this pur-
pose, as is evidenced by the won-
ders of the new economy, technol-
ogy can do little or nothing to pro-
vide for the fiscally irresponsible 
needs of human beings: food, sex, 
shelter and companionship. 

Significantly, another of these 
needs is learning. And contrary to 
what Gillis seems to think, learning 
is poorly supplied by technology. It 
is difficult to learn to speak a lan-
guage by listening to a recording, or 
to dissect a piece of music solely 
from a digitized recording. And it is 
especially difficult to learn anything 
at all over the Internet. 

T h e bottom line is that human 
beings are prepared to "live, learn 
and lead" not by computers, tele-
communications, television or the 
steam engine but by the care and 
attention of other human beings and 
by their own will and strength. 

Trust ing education and the de-
v ^ l y p i p t ; n ^ f t , e o h ^ o l q g i c ^ n i i w l e f i . . 

leads to social pathologies that, ironi-
cally, are accepted as the norm amid 
the heartless efficiency that created 
t h e m . Repress ive d i s r e g a r d of 
humani ty ' s physical cons t ra in t s 
damages its ability to evolve. And 
these are among the social func-
tions enabled by the modernist ap-

p l i c a t i o n of technology, as are 
wealth and the "standard of living." 

Oh, wait. Rice is only "designed 
to give instruction on the applica-
tion of Sciences and Art to the useful 
occupations of life." I didn't realize 
this was a trade school. Nevermind. 

Daniel Mee "is a Baker College 
sophomore. 

Try this column 

A message for the Rice 
student of the year 2050 
I n t h e back of the Thresher 
office is the morgue, the closet 
where all the old Threshers go. 
Every now and then a Thresher 
staff member will visit 
the morgue and read 
through the old issues, 
to get a sense of the 
past and to feel more 
connected to the fu-
ture. It's a way to hear 
the voices of the Rice 
students of the past. 

With that in mind, I 
decided to write a col-
umn for the Rice stu-
dent of the future. I 
think it's important that there be 
some message for future genera-
tions, and this might as well be it. 
So, to all you Rice students in the 
year 2000,1 apologize. This col-
umn is not for you. 

This is a column for the Rice 
student in the year 2050. 

To startroff, a bit of history: In 
the year 2000, the Thresher was 
still produced on computers. If 
you don't know what a keyboard, 
mouse or Macintosh is, ask a 
professor, because we used all 
three in the production of the 
paper. What 's more, we still used 
a wax machine to paste final cop-
ies to flat pieces of cardboard and 
sent them to the printing press 
via an automobile driven on the 
ground by a person and powered 
by fossil fuels. 

For a little more perspective, 
every student could remember a 
time when the Soviet Union ex-
isted, cellular phones did not and 
nobody knew what an Internet 
was. Some c o u k t e v e n remem-
ber playing music off the grooves 
in a circular piece of vinyl, not 
unlike Edison's phonograph. 

Gordon 
Wittick 

You're reading a 
50-year-old 
newspaper. 

And every student, at some 
point in her life, thought that the 
year 2000 was the distant future. 

Some things are probably the 
same today in 2050 as they were 
then. The food on campus has 
been bad since 1916 and there 's 
no reason for that to change. The 
air conditioners in half of the col-
leges probably still blow hot air 

when you don't want them to. 
And the whole campus is prob-
ably covered in unfinished con-
struction projects. From the looks 

of things, I wouldn't be 
surprised if they still 
haven't started some of 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
p ro jec t s p lanned for 
this year. 

Wel l , e n o u g h of 
that. It's time for the 
message from the past 
to the future and the 
message is this: 

Carpe diem. 
Look at you! You're 

reading a 50-year-old newspaper, 
for c ry ing out loud. Now, it 
doesn't matter what year you're 
reading this — I happen to know 
that newsprint can be both addic-
tive and devoid of any real value; 
it's like eating potato chips. If you 
really feel like reading by your-
self, put down the Thresher and 
pick up a novel or something that 
will enrich or entertain rather 
than just pacify. 

Otherwise, look around you, 
future-one. Now, I don't know 
who I am or where I am in the 
year 2050, but it's quite likely 
that whoever I am, I would trade 
it all to be who and w^ere you 
are. I'm not saying that your col-
lege years are the best of your 
l i fe—they ' re probably not — but 
the opportunities you have right 
now to meet people very unlike 
yourself, to get to know people 
well, and to explore things about 
yourself might not always be 
around like they are now. 

So, seize the day — cliche, I 
know, but probably not as much 
in the fu ture when Dead Poets 
Society is an obscure film. Put 
down the paper and just go talk to 
someone you haven't talked to in 
a while. Go join a club that you 
are only half interested in join-
ing. Go and find that special per-
son you've been wanting to ask 
out and find a way to get to know 
him or her better. Then get a big 
group of people together and 
watch Dead Poets Society. * 

Life is too short to be spent 
staring at newsprint or a com-
puter screen. In the end, the only 
th ings that really ma t t e r are 
meaningful relat ionships with 
other human beings. Adjust ac-
cordingly. 

Gordon Wittick is opinion editor 
and a Hanszen College junior. 
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Hutchinson named interim director of Academic Advising 
Committee on advising recommends creating student adviser system 

by Brian Stoler 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Wiess College Master and Chemistry Pro-
fessor John Hutchinson was named interim 
director of Academic Advising, filling the void 
left when the former director and assistant 
director left their positions in late October. 

Vice President for Student Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho chose Hutchinson to run the office 
until a new director is hired. Hutchinson said 
the appointment will last for no more than this 
semester and hopefully less. 

" 'Th i s is just keeping Academic Advising 
running until someone else can come in and 
take it over," Hutchinson said. 

Hutchinson said that he did not expect to 
spend more than 5-10 hours working in aca-
demic advising per week, since most the ad-
vising was already being done by others. . 

'Much of the informal 
advising in the colleges is 
provided by students. ... The 
committee believes that 
college advising might be 
improved by formalizing the 
role of students in the process.' 

— From the report of the ad hoc 
Committee on Student Advising 

"The first line of academic advising for all 
students occurs in the colleges," Hutchinson 
said. However, he will be available to meet 
with students needing further advice in the 
Academic Advising office in the Student Center. 

Students can make an appointment to speak 
to Hutchinson by calling Academic Advising 

Department Coordinator Noreen Hoard at 
(713) 348-4060. 

In addition to his roles as Wiess master and 
interim director of Academic Advising, 
Hutchinson is teaching a graduate chemistry 
course this semester. 

Also joining Academic Advising on a tem-
porary basis is Donald Ostdiek, director of the 
Policy Studies program. Ostdiek will take on 
the pre-law advising duties of Assistant Dean 
for Student Judicial Program Patricia Bass, 
who is away from Rice until December. Ostdiek 
will also help with general academic advising. 

Camacho said it was important to have staff 
in Academic Advising for the crucial first 
months of the semester. "About January or 
February, we have quite a few students, sopho-
more students, who are going through the 
throes of trying to decide on a major, and they 
really need some guidance," he said; 

"I'm certain that Don [Ostdiek] and John 
[Hutchinson] are going to do a lot of that," 
Camacho said. "I wanted to make sure that we 
have a resource for the large number of 
undecideds." 

Camacho formed a committee to examine 
the broader issue of academic advising before 
beginning to search for new permanent staff. 

The ad hoc Committee on Student Advis-
ing, composed of faculty, students and mem-
bers of Student Affairs staff, is chaired 
by History Professor and Acting Assistant 
Dean for Student Judicial Programs Allen 
Matusow. 

"I wanted to first have Dr. Matusow do an 
in-depth look at academic advising because I 
thought that would give us a better idea of 
what kind of individual we needed for the 
position," Camacho said. 

The committee's report, which Matusow 
submitted to Camacho on Wednesday, recom-
mends creating a system of peer academic 
advisers, who would be paid to help fellow 
students with academic questions. 

"Much of the informal advsing in the col-
leges is provided by students... . The commit-
tee believes that college advising might be 
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'Hopefully; if they get started 
on this pretty quickly, we 7/ 
have somebody on board 
before the end of the semester 
— that's my goal; It really is 
going to depend on whether 
we get somebody internally or 
somebody from outside Rice.' 

— Zenaido Camacho 
Vice president for Student Affairs 

improved by formalizing the role of students 
in the process," the report says. 

The report recommends that the masters 
nominate five students from each of their col-
leges as possible advisers. 

Each nominee would be trained through-
out the spring semester and compensated for 
time spent in training. At the conclusion of the 
training, the director of student advising would 
choose three of the five trainees from each 
college to be student advisers; the other two 
would be alternates. 

Each student adviser would receive a sti-
pend of $1,000 annually. 

The committee also recommended the 
following other changes: 
• Allowing sophomores to declare majors at 

the beginning of the year, if they wish, so 
they can receive a departmental adviser 
earlier. Currently, most sophomores de-
clare their majors at the end of the year. 

• Designating an adviser for students who 
have not yet decided ,on a major. Each 
master would choose one faculty associate 
for the position. 

• Creating an e-mail address where students 

X 

LIZZIE TAISHOFF/THRESHER 

Wiess College Master John Hutchinson has 
been named the interim director of Academic 
Advising. 

can seek academic advice. 
• Developing a program to inform students 

of their progress toward fulfilling gradua-
tion requirements. 
Camacho said he would discuss the recom-

mendations with the college masters. 
Matusow said the current system was good 

in general, and that the committee felt any 
substantial future changes should come from 
the new director. "Anything in the way of new 
big ideas really ought to be the business of the 
new director, whoever that turns out to be," 
Matusow said. 

The committee will now begin to search for 
a new director, at Camacho's request. 

"Hopefully, if they get started on this pretty 
quickly, we'll have somebody on board before 
the end of the semester — that's my goal," 
Camacho said. "It really is going to depend on 
whether we get somebody internally or some-
body from outside Rice." 

Parking rules change for Cohen 
House and Founders Court lots 

by Ben Weston 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Starting today, any student vehicle parked 
in the lots adjacent to Cohen House before 10 
p.m. will be ticketed. 

The Parking Committee voted Dec. 14 to 
make the change in order to clear up parking 
spaces for evening functions in Cohen House, 
Lovett Hall and Sewall Hall. 

"They have to have parking for those events. 
A lot of those things are black-tie. People rent 
out the space and they expect parking," said 
Baker College junior Chad Benedict, a mem-
ber of the standing committee on parking. 
"You can't expect them,to walk from the sta-
dium for an event that will last a few hoars." 

'The whole point and purpose 
of this is not to generate any 
kind of revenue, but simply to 
get it so we have space 
available for these functions. 
...We're hoping not to write a 
single ticket.' 

— Bill Taylor 
Campus Police chief 

Students were given a one-week grace pe-
riod beginning Jan. 14 during which time they 
could park in the area and receive only a 
warning. 

Campus Police Chief Bill Taylor said the 
period will be extended slightly until the po-
lice feel that everyone has been properly in-
formed about the changes, which he said would 
probably be Monday at the latest. 

"The whole point and purpose of this is not 
to generate any kind of revenue, but simply to 
get it so we have space available for these 

functions," Taylor said. "We think we're being 
pretty good about trying to get it changed 
without trying to hurt anybody.... We're hop-
ing not to write a single ticket." -

The change restricts the hours that stu-
dents may park in three areas: the section of 
the Allen Center/Cohen House lot which lies 
directly in front of Cohen House; the Cohen 
House visitors lot, which curves from in front 
of the building towards the Allen Center; and 
the Founder 's Court Visitor's Lot, which 
straddles the main entrance road. 

Students are no longer allowed to park 
their vehicles in these lots until after 10 p.m. 
seven days a week. If they park in these spots 
after hours, they must move their cars by 7:30 
a.m. the next morning, Monday through Fri-
day, or by 10 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. 

Benedict said the committee had few alter-
natives other than restricting parking hours, 
given the cumulative effect the extensive con-
struction around campus has on parking. 

The problem around Cohen House origi-
nally arose last fall when the Baker/Hanszen 
/Wiess College Lot was closed. Since that 
point, Taylor said, students have inundated 
the lots around Cohen House, leading to seri-
ous parking shortages whenever a function 
was held at Cohen House, Lovett Hall or Sewall 
Hall. 

Taylor acknowledged that the relocation of 
so many student vehicles to the stadium lot 
will have its problems, but said the Campus 
Police and the Transportation Department are 
working to eliminate as many issues as pos-
sible. 

The Transportation Department is looking e 

into extending its shuttle service and adding 
another bus stop in the stadium lot, while the 
Campus Police are looking to expand their 
escort service. Taylor said that anyone who 
does not feel safe walking back from the sta-
dium lot should use the blue-light phones 
dispersed throughout the lot to call for an 
escort. 

"We're trying to make sure everything's 
covered so people are not out there and at 
risk," Taylor said. "That's a legitimate use of 
the phone." 

http://www.sunchase.com
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period Dec. 15,1999 through Jan. 18, 2000. 

Residential Colleges 
Will Rice College 

Jones College 

Hanszen College 

Baker College 

Will Rice College 

Academic Buildings 
Duncan Hall 

Fondren Library 

Old Chemfstry 
Building 

Sewall Hall 

Dec. 16 Student reported broken window in 
commons. Food and Housing 
advised. 

Dec. 17 Burglary of a motor vehicle. 

Dec. 19 Theft of a leather jacket. 

Dec. 19 Employee of Facilities and 
Engineering reported that 
pins were missing from doors 
leading into the kitchen in the 
commons. 

Dec. 19 Student reported seeing a 
suspicious male on the second floor. 
Student stated that he had walked 
out into the quad and off campus to 
Main Street/Macgregor Way. 
Subject spotted at Lovett College 
and taken into custody for criminal 
trespass. 

Dec. 16 Pizza delivered to student who paid 
by a check, but the account was 
closed. Deliverer wanted to file 
charges. 

Dec. 19 Calculator reported missing. 

Dec. 20 Caller reported a truck backed into 
another vehicle. 

Dec. 20 Video projector reported missing, 
cables have been cut. 

George R. Brown Hall Jan. 4 

Continuing Studies Jan. 6 

Wallet stolen. 

Theft of cellular phone from office. 

Fondren Library Jan. 18 Student reported a man in an . 
elevatorwithherwhowasmumbling 
about a bomb. Suspect transported 
to police station and issued a 
criminal trespass warning and 
released. 

Ryon Laboratory Jan. 15 Rice employee wanted to report 
being touched by another 
employee. Matter referred to 
Human Resources. 

Parking Lots 
East Stadium Lot Dec. 15 

North Lot Dec. 24 

East Stadium Lot Dec. 26 

East Stadium Lot Dec. 26 

North Lot Jan. 1 

West Stadium Lot Jan. 3 

East Stadium Lot Jan. 4 

North'Lot Jan. 13 

East Stadium Lot Jan. 16 

Other Areas 
Entrance 13 Dec. 22 

Entrance 12 Dec. 22 

Entrance 8 Dec. 23 

Entrance 12 Dec. 24 

Main/University Dec. 28 

Burglary of a motor vehicle. 

Jogger engaged in verbal conflict 
with another jogger and was 
pushed. 

Burglary of a motor vehicle. 

in possession of tobacco. 

Burglary of a motor vehicle. 

arrested for driving while 
intoxicated. 

Dec. 24 Burglary of a motor vehicle. 

male trying to hide behind trees 
close to old Graduate House. 
Subject transported to Harris 
County Jail for public intoxication. 

Main/Dryden Jan. 5 'Subject pulled over for driving 
without lights. Arrested for public 
intoxication and transported to 
Harris County Jail. 

Entrance 14 Jan". 17 Joggers reported a male biker 
flashing them. Suspect stopped 
and issued a criminal trespass 
warning. 

Miscellaneous Jan. 16 Theft of credit card statement. 
Credit card used. * 

10 cars burglarized in campus lots 
by Elizabeth Jardina 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

The Campus Police warned mo-
torists who park their cars in the 
stadium parking lots to be careful 
after 10 vehicles, mostly belonging 
to visitors, were burglarized on cam-
pus between Dec. 15 and Jan. 17. 

The most recent burglary took 
place Monday, Campus Police Chief 
Bill Taylor said. 

In many of the incidents, the vic-
tims parked their cars in the Sta-
dium Lot, away from other cars and 
near an entrance. Many of the vic-
tims were exercising on the Outer 
Loop and stored their purses or wal-
lets under the seats of their cars. 

When they returned, they found the 
front passenger or driver's side win-
dow broken and their possessions 
stolen. 

To curb the string of burglaries, 
the police printed up fliers inform-
ing owners how to protect their cars, 
and they placed the notices on the 
windshields of cars parked in the 
stadium lots. 

Taylor said people should be very 
careful when leaving valuables un-
der the front seat of a car to make 
sure they are not visible to pass-
ersby. Also, putting purses and other 
valuables in the trunk is not neces-
sarily secure, he said. Most trunks 
can be opened from inside the car, 
so by simply breaking the window, a 

criminal can gain access to the trunk. 
Taylor also said that many car 

alarms do not provide as much pro-
tection as owners sometimes believe 
they do. Most car alarms, he said, 
protect only the car body itself and 
the radios, but not the contents. 
Breaking a window will not affect 
most car alarms. 

Taylor said the burglaries have 
trickled off recently, but he added 
that the perpetrators seem to have 
simply moved off campus. Neigh-
borhoods around Rice seem to be 
having a similar rash of burglaries. 
Southampton Place, the residential 
neighborhood just north of Rice has 
had "something like 12 in the past 
two weeks," Taylor said. 

Police detain man mumbling about bomb 
by Elizabeth Jardina 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Police warned a homeless mem-
ber of Fondren Library not to return 
to campus after he mumbled some-
thing about having a bomb while in 
a library elevator. 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Casey Roberts entered Elevator B, 
located across from the circulation 
desk, at about 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
intending to go to the fourth floor. 
She said a man pushed the third 
floor button, but when the elevator 
did not stop on the third floor, he got 
off on the fourth. 

'Nothing in his 
backpack or on his 
person indicated that 
he had any knowledge 
of how to build a 
bomb.' 

— Sgt. Phil Hassell 
Campus Police officer 

"He was getting off on the fourth 
floor and he mumbled something 
about 'mumble, bomb, mumble,'" 
Roberts said. "And he turned around 
and gave me this creepy wicked 
smile and so I immediately went 
back downstairs, because part of me 
was like, 'Get out, 'cause there's a 
bomb,' ana,part of me wanted to say 
something. ' 

Roberts saw a friend, Will Rice 
sophomore Alice Hill, outside and at 

Hill's urging went back in with her 
to report the incident. 

Roberts said she went to the cir-
culation desk and explained the story 
to them, at which point the employ-
ees called Campus Police. "So Alice 
and I leave, because we don't want to 
be in the building if there's a bomb, 
and they come and get us, because 
they're like, Tou ' re witnesses — 
you have to stay.'" 

Sgt. Phil Hassell said police came 
to the library and accompanied the 
man to the Campus Police station. 
"We showed up and found him on 
the fourth floor," Hassell said. "He 
said he had mathematics books and 
chemical books and nuclear books, 
and I suspect in his mind he thought 
he was doing research to build a 
bomb, but we don't know. Nothing 
in his backpack or on his person 
indicated that he had any knowl-
edge of how to build a bomb and he 
certainly didn't have the equipment 
to do it. He is just mentally unstable." 

Hassell described the contents 
of his bag as "just regular kind of 
homeless stuff — clothes that hadn't 
been washed in a long time, soap, a 
lot of papers that didn't make a lot of* 
sense. Stuff like that." 

At the station, police discovered 
that the man had previously been 
given a criminal trespass warning in 
July after becoming irate in the Allen 
Center/Cohen House Lot when ap-
proached by police. However, be-
cause he had a Fondren Library card, 
he was still allowed to go into the 
library. 

After Tuesday's incident, the po-
lice issued another criminal trespass 
warning, this time excluding the 
suspect from the entire campus. 
Police also took the man's Fondren 
Library card when he was at the 
police station, and Fondren staffers 

have revoked his card and notified 
him of his exclusion, Campus Police 
Chief Bill Taylor said. 

Taylor said the man called the 
l ibrary Wednesday to complain 
about his removal the previous 
evening. "His story was that he was 
taken out of the library because he 
was wearing a funnel as a hat," Tay-
lor said. 

The man was not actually wear-

'He mumbled 
something about 
"mumble, bomb, 
mumble " ... and he 
turned around and gave 
me this creepy wicked 
smile.' 

— Casey Roberts 
Will Rice College sophomore 

ing any kind of hat when he was 
approached by police. "He did have a 
funnel in his bag," Taylor said. 

Taylor emphasized how impor-
tant it was that Roberts called the 
police when she felt uncomfortable. 
"She did the right thing," he said. He 
praised Roberts for being aware of 
her surroundings. Such actions, he 
said, have a "noticeable impact on 
the safety of the campus." 

Roberts described the man as a 
white male with graying brown hair, 
about 5-foot-10. 

People unaffiliated with Rice can 
become a "Friend of Fondren Li-
brary" for an annual $50 fee. 

Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Program 

The Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Program at Rice University is currently accepting 
applications from students interested in participating in a mentored program that 
prepares them for entering Ph.D. programs in selected disciplines after they graduate 
from Rice University. Eligible fields are Humanities, Anthropology, Mathematics, 
Mathematical Sciences, Statistics, Physics, Geology, Ecology, and Earth 
Sciences. 

Applicants should normally be completing their sophomore year as a student at Rice 
University. Selection will be based on a number of attributes including but not limited 
to academic standing and potential, life experiences and interests, commitment to 
building bridges in multicultural settings, and interest in pursuing graduate, education. 
Students who participate in the program receive a yearly stipend of $1,600, work 
closely with a faculty mentor for two years, and are also eligible for participation in 
summer fellowship programs at the end of their sophomore or junior years. Finalists 
will be interviewed. Announcements will be made in March. 

Application forms and additional information about the program can be obtained online 
at http://dacnetdev.rice.edu/depts/outreach/mellon/ or from Dr. Roland B. Smith, Jr., 
Associate Provost, Room 313 A, Lovett Hall. 

Application deadline is FEBRUARY 16,2000 

http://dacnetdev.rice.edu/depts/outreach/mellon/


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, JANUARY 21, 2000 

Finally, an Alternative... 

Buy & Sell Textbooks Direct 
@ 

www.collegebookauctions.com 
Internet Advertising for up to 90 DAYS! 

6 weeks. 6 credits, as low as $2,700 (based on typical costs 
of tuition, room & board, books, and airfare) 

Term 1: May 22-June 30 • Term 2: July 3-August 11 

www.outreach.hawaii.edu • toll-free 1 (800) 862-6628 

University of H a w a i i at M a n o a , S u m m e r Sessions 

Who are the 

freest people 

on earth? 

Find out at 

Christ the King 

Presbyterian 

Church 

Worship 
Services 

held at West 

University 
Elementary 
on Sunday at 

9:30 a.m. 

713-892-5464 
ruf@ctkpc.org 

Join us for this 

excit ing series from 

the Book of Romans 

taught by our minister, 

Leo Schuster. 

WK: ;T A L A B A M A 
Church • 
Office 

UJ 
£ 

z < 
>* 

UJ 

£ 

FTJ 
Q 
UJ 

J 7 c/l 
o BISSONNET 

z < 
>* 

UJ 

£ 

& 
West 3 
University ® 
Elementary 
B * W o r s h i p UNIVERSITY 

BELLAIRE 

* 3765 University Blvd. 

. rr-r-rr?-?TrT7T7 rn s •«* > '* f* nmrrrrrrrrnrrt» rt * , 

Grob recovering from 
heart attack 

English professor Alan Grob, 67, 
is recovering at Methodist Hospital 
after suffering a heart attack Jan. 14. 

Fellow English professor and 
friend Dennis Huston said that on 
the morning of Jan. 14, Grob experi-
enced the classic symptom: pain in 
his chest and arms. He was taken to 
the hospital where doctors adminis-
tered a clot-breaking drug. He was 
then in the intensive care unit until 
Sunday afternoon. On the way to a 
test to determine how much dam-
age the heart attack had caused, 
(.rob collapsed and doctors discov-
ered thaf hVwas bleeding internally, 
probably as a result of the clot-break-
ing drugs. He was given a blood 
transfusion at that point, and he re-
turned to the 1CU. 

He was given another transfu-
sion Wednesday, Huston said, and 
was in the 1CU overnight. However, 
Huston also said he spoke to Shirley, 
Grob's wife, and she said he was 
feeling better. 

Huston said Grob will not be 
teaching Humanities 102 this semes-
ter. He may be able to teach English 
339, "British Romantic Poets," which 
may become a two-credit-hour class. 

Engl i sh D e p a r t m e n t Chair 
Wesley Morris told students who 
went to the scheduled room for En-
glish 339 on Wednesday about 
Grob's condition, and that Grob 
wanted to come back and teach. They 
were told to return to class on Friday 
to receive an update. 

Huston stressed how important 
it is to Grob, a Hanszen College 
associate, that he return to teach. 
"There's no way to express how 
much he cares about students," he 
said. 

Man given trespass 
warning at Will Rice 
' Police issued a criminal trespass 
warning to a man seen walking 
around the second floor of Will Rice 
College on Dec. 19. 

Terrence Coleman, 33, was de-
tained at Lovett College after con-
cerned members of Will Rice re-
ported a suspicious person who had 
been inside the college. 

, Will Rice junior Ryan Stegen saw 
Coleman outside the second floor 
bathroom on the afternoon of Dec. 
19. Steger spotted the man again at 
about 3:30 p.m. that day Entrance 3 
at the intersection of Main Street 
and MacGregor Way. Steger and 
Will Rice junior Rachel Shreter, who 
were driving off campus at the time, 
stopped by the Campus Police sta-
tion to report Coleman to the police. 

"He looked really fishy to me, all 
furtive and stuff," she said. "I don't 
know why exactly he seemed suspi-
cious, but he. did." ** 

Cpl. David Newman responded 
to the call within two minutes. He 
said he spotted Coleman by Lovett 
College, and that he matched the 
description Steger and Shreter gave. 

Newman said that when he ap-
prehended Coleman the man denied 
trespassing accusations and claimed 
to be looking for Main Street. 

Newman said he theorizes that 
Coleman got past the card reader at 
the entrance to the old dorm be-
cause one of the doors was propped 
open, probably by someone moving 
things out for the winter break. 

Shreter said she suspected he 
was the man who appeared in the 
women's bathroom on the third floor 
of the old dorm three times in No-
vember, but Police Chief Bill Taylor 
said that this was definitely not so. 
He said an officer who actually came 
face-to-face with the trespasser in 
the bathroom said Coleman was not 
the same man. 

Small changes made to 
new Wiess plans 

Budget concerns have prompted 
small changes in the design for the 
new Wiess College. The new design 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

has four floors throughout the en-
tire building. In the previous design, 
the three segments of the building 
had five, four and three floors, re-
spectively. 

The new building will house 
about the same number of students 
as Wiess currently holds. 

The changes will not substantially 
affect building residents, Wiess 
Master John Hutchinson said. "The 
building, redesigned, will be funda-
mentally the same building," he said. 
"It maintains all the functionality of 
the previous design." 

Construction of the residential 
portion of the new Wiess will begin 
in March, and the building is cur-
rently scheduled to open in Decem-
ber 2001, Vice President for Finance 
and Administration Dean Currie said. 

Wiess President Robert Lundin 
said the mid-year move-in date was 
good for the college. "Not only does 
it ensure that Wiessmen can make 
the new building their home as soon 
as possible, but-it also ensures con-
tinuity of the Wiess spirit," he said. 

"[Freshmen in 2001] will have 
already been introduced to the Wiess 
traditions in our old building, and 
will then be able to bring them to our 
new building," Lundin said. "All 
Wiessmen will also have the chance 
to see and learn about the new build-
ing during the fall semester, and get 
ready and excited about where they'll 
be living." 

At its Dec. 10 meeting, the Board 
of Trustees approved spending more 
money than was previously budgeted 
for the new Wiess College, if neces-
sary. "We're going to have to spend 
some more money than we thought, 
but nobody wants to do this on the 
cheap," President Malcolm Gillis 
said. Gillis said that is what hap-
pened when Wiess was first built in 
1949. 

The intent, however, was to mini-
mize unnecessary costs, Currie said. 
"The message we got from the board 
was, 'Save money where you can, 
but don't disrupt either the beauty of 
the building or its basic functional-
ity,"' he said. 

New year arrives 
without incident at Rice 

Like most institutions and busi-
nesses, Rice experienced no major 
disturbances from the changeover 
to 2000. 

The Campus Police worked in 
conjunction with the rest of the uni-
versity in an effort to avoid any secu-
rity problems. A double shift of offic-
ers was on duty Dec. 31. As a secu-
rity precaution, the police compiled 
a list of all people who would be on 
campus. That afternoon,, police 
manually locked all building' doors 
and closed all gates to campus, ex-
cept for Entrance 8. 

A crisis management team was 
also on duty and spent New Year's 
Eve on campus. The team's goal was 
to minimize campus activity. Mark 
Ditman, director of Food and Hous-
ing and a member of the team, said, 
"We were watching TV that night 
and as we saw things go OK east of 
us, we felt relieved and weren't too 
nervous." 

President Malcolm Gillis said, 
"There was no drama whatsoever. I 
was absolutely serene on the 31st. We 
knew we had all our bases covered." 

According to Gillis, the adminis-
tration started talking to key deci-
sion-makers about Y2K in 1995, and 
preparations began in 1996. Food 
and Housing began working 18 
months early with Diebold and 
CBORD, who handle the software 
for door access, menu inventory and 
ID card functions to make all neces-
sary updates. 

Police ChiefBillTaylor called the 
precautions "responsible yet 
reasonable." 

"I'll be willing to bet we spent a 
smaller percentage of our budget 
than any majorjaniversity in this 
country," Gillis said. "We are not 
impulsive and do not throw money 
at problems." 

One changeover problem has 
been attributed to the switching of 

the phone system rather than Y2K 
problems. University phones exhib-
ited strange behavior about 20 min-
utes after midnight Jan. 1. Accord-
ing to Taylor, the phones showed 
the date Dec. 32 before correcting 
themselves. 

Telephones switch to 
348 prefix 

Non-residential Rice phone num-
bers, now share a single prefix, 348. 
Telephone service in academic and 
admin i s t r a t i ve b u i l d i n g s was 
switched over to the new system 
over winter recess, with onlym few 
glitches. 

The new system crashed several 
times on the morning of Jan. 3 due to 
problems with a new software pateli , 
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s M a n a g e r 
Reggie Clarkson said. Williams C om-
munications corrected the problem 
that afternoon, and the phone ser-
vice went back up. Nortel, which 
manufact ured the new phone switch, 
is working on fixing the patch. 

Payroll A s s i s t a n t M a n a g e r 
Gwendolyn Aldridge, who was work-
ing during the system crash, said it 
didn't cause too many problems. "It 
was the first day back after break so 
it wasn't busy," she said. 

Many of the other problems have 
been typical programming errors, 
such as names spelled incorrectly 
on caller ID, Clarkson said. "We're 
really tweaking the changes," she said. 

"Other than that I think it's gone 
very well. I'm really impressed with 
the user community — they have 
really s tar ted playing with the 
phones," Clarkson said. 

Other people just needed help 
adjusting to the new phones, Jones 
College freshman Danielle Gregory 
said. Gregory worked for two weeks 
with a team that answered questions 
and reported problems about the 
new system. 

The new Nortel digital phones, 
which replace the 16-year-old Rolm 
phones, include display windows, 
caller ID> conference calling capa-
bility and other options. 

"All the [new] features are great," 
Aldridge said. For instance, she said, 
the call log allows her to check if 
people who claimed to call her really 
did. 

"I feel pretty much that 
everybody's happy and content with 
their phones," Clarkson said. 

"Itwas pretty successful.... I think 
it's just a big job to begin with," 
Gregory said. 

Residential college phone service 
will join the new system in August. 

Interim decision 
applications increase 

The number of applicants for in-
terim decision admission increased 
26 percent this year, Dean of Admis-
sion Julie Browning said. The Ad-
mission Office received 2,359 appli-
cations for the Dec. 1 deadline, up 
from about 1,870 last year. 

Because of the increased num-
ber of applications, the Admission 
Office changed its reply date for 
these applicants from Feb. 10 to Feb. 
15, with the letter of acceptance 
mailed Feb. 11. 

Although applications from 
American Indians decreased from 
11 to 10, applications from blacks 
increased 36 percent and applica-
tions from Hispanics increased 34 
percent, Browning said. The appli-
cant pool for interim decision is 49 
percent in-state and 51 percent out-
of-state. 

The increase in interim decision 
applicants follows this year's 47 per-
cent increase in applicants for early 
decision. Of these,'119 were ac-
cepted. Browning said this number 
is not higher than usual. 

Vice President for Enrollment 
Ann Wright said the major reason 
for the increase in applicants is the 
revised format of the application. 
Part I, mailed in first, includes the 
student's name, contact information 
and date of birth. Part II includes the 
essays and recommendation letters. 

http://www.collegebookauctions.com
http://www.outreach.hawaii.edu
mailto:ruf@ctkpc.org
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Fews named first masters of Martel 
by Leslie Liu 
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The newly named Keck Hall will be ready for use by the end of the month. It will 
be the home of the Bioengineering and Biochemistry and Cell Biology Departments. 

Old Chem nearly done, 
renamed Keck Hall 

by Lisa Law 
THRESHER STAFF 

After one year of construction, 
the Old Chemistry Building will 
again be available for use by the end 
of this month, complete with a new 
name: Keck Hall. 

The building will house the 
Bioengineering and Biochemistry 
and Cell Biology Departments. Ac-
cording to Kathleen Matthews, dean 
of the Wiess School of Natural Sci-
ences, sections of the Biophysics 
Department may also be represented 
in the building. 

Building renovation supervisor 
Kathy Jones said the renovations 
are mostly finished. Crews wilfmove 
heavy equipment into the building 
Jan. 27-28, and the remaining mov-
ing will be done Jan. 31, Jones said. 

'We completely gutted 
the interior of the 
building.' 

—"Kathy Jones 
Building renovations 

supervisor 

Renovations first began in Janu-
ary 1999 with the removal of all me-
chanical, electrical and plumbing 
operations in the basement. Due to 
numerous additions to the building. 
in previous renovations, the build-
ing no longer complied with strin-
gent fire regulations, requiring sig-
nificant change. On Dec. 1, construc-
tion wofkers were test ing the 
building's backup power generator 
when a small fire on the roof began, 
but it did not change the building's 
completion date. 

"The building was constructed in 
1925, long before air conditioning," 
Bruce Cooper, liaison between the 
university and the building's reno-
vators, said. "Although updated and 
remodelled several times, [it] could 
no longer meet the current stan-
dards for building codes. Especially 

being a lab building, only a complete 
renovation could restore the build-
ing to the desired function." 

"We completely gutted the inte-
rior of building," Jones said. "All 
mechanical, electrical and plumb-
ing systems were removed. Virtu-
ally everything you see on the inside 
is nedr." 

Currently, the lecture hall is still 
in use and will not undergo renova-
tion until this summer. Renovations 
should be completed during the sum-
mer months to accommodate classes 
for fall 2000. The exterior of the 
building will not be restored, prima-
rily to preserve the external appear-
ance, though certain areas of the 
wall were repaired and limestone 
pieces replaced. 

"Opportunities with foundations 
emerged and the decision was made 
to preserve the building," Matthews 
said. "The spirit of the building was 
preserved. It's sort of a landmark 
building." 

Two foundations contributed 
largely to the renovation project. The 
William Myron Keck Foundation for 
Biomedical and Biosciences, located 
in Los Angeles, offered $14 million 
in funds. With the addition of the $5 
million granted by the Whitaker 
Foundation for biomedical engineer-
ing research, 70 percent of the funds 
necessary for renovation were satis-
fied. The university raised the re-
maining funds. 

The Old Chemistry Building will 
be renamed Keck Hall in honor of 
the foundation and its founder. An 
official opening and dedication cer-
emony will be held the first week of 
September. 

Construction will start again in 
early February to add a four-level 
north wing to the building. The 
10,000-square foot addition will pro-
vide extra laboratory space to ac-
commodate collaborative research 
efforts between science and engi-
neering,.corporations and students 
and faculty at Rice. Mechanical and 
storage space will occupy the base-
ment. According to Cooper, the 
majority of construction for the north 
addition will be completed by the 
dedication ceremony. 

Martel College's first masters 
will be former Baker College Mas-
ters Arthur and Joan Few, who will 
begin their appointment on July 1, 
although the anticipated move-in 
date for students is not until Janu-
ary 2002." 

"A college at Rice is more than a 
building; it is a community of stu-
dents, associates and staff," Few said 
via e-mail. "It will take just as long to 
build this community as it does to 

^construct the building. We don't plan 
to move into Martel College January 
2002 as strangers." 

The Fews completed their five-
year term as Baker masters in June 
1999 and are currently on a one-year 
sabbatical. 

"We found being masters of 
Baker College a very rewarding ex-
perience," Few said. "Getting to 
know students in a close community 
setting, seeing them excel in so many 
ways beyond academics, observing 
them mature and being able to help 
them when needed are experiences 
that masters value." 

Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho said the search 
process started with gauging 
interest from candidates. Camacho 
said the Fews were at the end of 
their tenure as masters when he ap-
proached them about the new posi-
tions. 

"At the time when I first ap-
proached them, they were so tied 
into Baker, rightfully and under-
standably so, that it was difficult for 
them to kind of extricate themselves 
from that," Camacho said. "And the 
other thing that weighed heavily on 
their mind is that they loved Baker 
so much that they felt kind of funny 
going to another college." 

Camacho said the Fews told him 
they were interested in the position 
last summer. Since there were no 
students or search committees to go 
to, Camacho took his recommenda-
tion to the Committee of the College 
Masters. 

Camacho said the committee was 
highly supportive of his recommen-
dation of the Fews. President Mal-
colm Gillis, who is ultimately respon-
sible for the appointment of college 
masters, approved thg candidates 
with the concurrence of the Board 
of Trustees. 

"It's overwhelming enough try-

COL'RTESY STUDENT AFFAIRS 

The recently created crest for Martel 
College incorporates elements of the 
Greek flag in honor of the Martel 
family. ^ 

ing to be a college master period.... 
We really needed somebody with 
maturity and experience," Camacho 
said. 

"Most faculty have no idea of the 
activity that takes place on this cam-
pus from 5 p.m. to midnight and on 
weekends," Few said. "A lot of Edu-
cation (with a capital E) occurs out-
side the classroom, and being a 
master puts one in the middle of this 
Educational opportunity." 

'A college at Rice is 

more than a building; it 

is a community of 

students, associates and 

staff.' 
— Arthur Few 

Martel College master 

Few said he hopes that Martel 
College members will be able to learn 
what works best from members of 
other colleges. He said one of the 
responsibilities of founding mem-
bers will be to develop a constitution 
and bylaws, as well as an initial set of 
activities unique to Martel. 

"We hope to achieve a smooth 
startup for Martel by forming a tight, 
spirited core of founding members 
early in the process and adding to 
them other members to fill Martel 
College," Few said. 

Few said only the first graduat-

ing class will have a smaller number 
of students than usual. 

"We will work with the Commit-
tee of College Masters to develop a 
plan for recruiting Martel College 
members," Few said. "The details of 
the final plan are not known, but it 
will certainly be designed to draw 
evenly on students and associates in 
all colleges. We hope this will mini-
mize the adverse impact on the other 
colleges; the positive effect on all 
colleges will be that a greater frac-
tion of their members can live on 
campus." 

Camacho said the hope is that 
Martel will be able to draw students 
from a variety of classes, colleges 
and backgrounds. 

Also, faculty associates, resident 
associates and even an Orientation 
Week coordinator need to be selected. 
Incoming freshmen for Martel will 
have their own O-Week despite hav-
ing to live at another college for their 
first semester. 

Camacho said applications for 
members of Martel will most likely 
be available next fall, because 
Martel upperclassmen must be se-
lected before room draw in spring 
2001. They will also have to live off 
campus for the fall 2001 semester, 
before the building opens. 

"As you can see, the process must 
begin September 2000, with the for-
mation of the Founding Committee; 
it is essential that students who are 
the future members of Martel Col-
lege are involved in the design of 
Martel College from the beginning," 
Few said. 

The founding committee will 
work on the college constitution, 
develop the selection process for 
student and associate transfers and do 
initial planning for Martel activities. 

The design of the Martel crest, as 
well as its dinner plates and banner, 
has almost been finalized. 

"It was designed by the architec-
tural firm designing Martel College, 
Michael Graves & Associates Archi-
tects, at the request of the Martel 
Foundation.... [It] beautifully reflects 
Mr. Martel's background and the Rice 
University connecdon," Few said. 

"The Martels have real strong 
ties ... to Greece, and part of what 
we're trying to do with the crest is 
put in some component of the Greek 
flag, so that's what's reflected," Ca-
macho said. 

The groundbreaking for Martel 
will be held April 10. 

The Baker Institute announces the availability of new student 
internships to run through the spring or summer semester. 
These internships involve Baker Institute fellows on ongoing 
working with Rice faculty and public policy research. Econom-
ics or political science background is a plus. Workload may 
involve up to 10 hours a week. Each internship carries a cash 
award of $500. It is not a paying position. Interested Rice stu-
dents should supply the following to the Baker Institute as soon 
as possible: 

1) a letter of application, including areas of public policy 
interest 

2) a resume 
3) a transcript 
4) a letter of recommendation 

Information should be addressed to: 
Baker Institute Internship Committee 
Baker Institute, MS-40 

Application consideration will start on January 20, 2000. 
Decisions will be made as soon as possible. For more informa-
tion contact Dr. Richard StoJ^ at x4683 or stoll@ruf rice.edu. 
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Students remember Martin Luther King Jr. 
by Jett McAIister 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

About 100 people gathered around 
Willy's statue Monday night for the Black 
Student Association's Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day candlelight vigil ceremony. 

After the procession, in which each 
participant carried a white candle, a pro-
gram was held in the Rice Chapel to re-
member and celebrate the work of the 
slain civil-rights,leader. 

The program featured an address by 
U.S. District Judge Vanessa Gilmore, who 
spoke on the importance of King's efforts 
in the educational system. While Gilmore 
congratulated the audience, saying that 
the large turnout was "a testament to the 
struggle that Martin Luther King led," she 
warned against forgetting the problems 
King worked to solve. 

"Sometimes people can't really remem-
ber what his struggle was all about, espe-
cially young people," she said. 

Gilmore pointed to a "history of injus-
tices against African-Americans," which 
began with slavery and continued through 
the 20th century. 

The result of this, Gilmore said, is "a 
system of cumulative advantage versus 
cumulative disadvantage," in which action 
is needed to compensate for a long period 
of time in which minority groups were 
kept from making economic progress be-
cause their predecessors were also disad-
vantaged. 

The 1994 decision Hopwood vs. Texas, 
Gilmore said, is an example of such a 
system. "Hopwood basically says that Afri-
can-Americans should have been able to 
catch up in the one generation since Brown 
(vs. Board of Education of Topeka, Kan-
sas], even though the others had a 400-
year head start," she said. 

Gilmore said education was one solu-
tion to the problems caused by hundreds 
of years of institutionalized racism. "Ev-
eryone should have a chance to be edu-
cated," she said. "Education is a criminal 
justice solution." 

Also, she said, education can solve other 
social problems that contribute to racial 
problems, such as poverty and crime. "We 
cannot live in a society where half the 
people are in prison and the other'half are 
paying for them to be there," she said. 

Gilmore compared spending at a top-
caliber public school in Chicago to a jail in 
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U.S. District Judge Vanessa Gilmore spoke to an audience of about 100 in the Rice 
Chapel on Monday night at the Martin Luther King Jr. candlelight vigil organized by the 
Black Student Association. 

the same city — the amount spent per 
student at the school was less than amount 
spent per inmate at the jail. The students 
become productive members of society, 
she said, and the inmates "drain our 
money." 

Gilmore suggested that more effective 
spending on education could prevent the 
necessity of excessive spending on crimi-
nal rehabilitation. 

Returning to issues intimately con-
nected to racial politics and education, 
Gilmore addressed affirmative action and 
Hopwood. The notion of merit, she said, 
must be considered in university admis-
sions, but other factors must be taken into 
account. "We ignore that merit and ability 
are shaped by advantage and opportunity," 
she said. 

In closing, Gilmore challenged the au-
dience to "update Martin Luther King's 
dream to the challenges of today." 

President Malcolm Gillis gave brief 
closing remarks following Gilmore's ad-
dress. Gillis reaffirmed his dedication to 
"increasing diversity in our student body," 
noting that Rice has been able to "over-
come and hopefully move past Hopwood." 

Cathi Clack, director of Multicultural 
Affairs, said she appreciated Gilmore's ad-
dress. "I thought her remarks were timely, 
uplifiting and accurate," she said. "She 
really explored the illusion that we're all 
equal. Her speech makes you thirik again 
about it." 

BSA President Jamila Nelson led the 
program. "We were really glad we were 
able to get [Gilmore] here," Nelson said. 
"The subject hit home with a lot of people." 

Nelson said that Rice has made good 
progress toward achieving King's dre,ams. 

"He would look at us as a good ex-
ample," she said. "We're not perfect, but 
we're better than a lot of people." 

Group encourages 
tech business ideas 

by Jett McAIister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Rice Alliance for Technology and Entrepre-
neurship, a new center at Rice designed to promote 
innovative commercial exploration by members of 
the Rice community, will launch tomorrow with an 
"Innovation Concept Forum" featuring Rice faculty 
and Houston-area business leaders. 

"The vision for the alliance is to provide infra-
structure so that individuals from the science, engi-
neering and management communities can inter-
act and explore the commercial possibilities of their 
innovations," said RATE Director Steve Currall. 
C'urrall is a Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of 
Management professor who teaches management 
and psychology. 

"Folks with science, engineering, software or e* 
commerce ideas are the focus of the alliance, and 
the alliance is intended to bring together those 
folks with a technical background with people in 
the business community to help the innovators 
explore the commerical potential of their innova-
tions and perhaps create start-up firms," he said. 

One goal of RATE is to benefit Houston eco-
nomically, Currall said. "Part of the vision for the 
alliance is for Rice to be to Houston what Stanford 
is to Silicon Valley," he said. 

Currall hopes RATE will help undergraduates as 
well as graduate students and faculty. "We are 
intending to connect and get heavy involvement 
from all members of the on-campus Rice commu-
nity ... as well as Rice alumni and friends of Rice," 
he said. 

Tomorrow's forum will give participants the op-
portunity to read and compare,business plans from 
high-tech start-ups. Beyond the forum tomorrow, 
RATE will sponsor entrepreneurship courses in the 
Jones School as well as a business plan forum in 
April or May, at which participants can propose 
their plans to various funding sources. 

Currall began discussing RATE with colleagues 
in fall 1997 and formed a steering council in early 
1999. By August, the deans of the natural science, 
engineering and management schools, as well as 
President Malcolm Gillis, had given their approval 
for the project. 

"I've been trying to find a way to get this going 
since I came, and now we have the people to do it," 
Gillis said. 

The RATE forum, which is open to the public, 
will be held tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in 
McMurtry Auditorium in Duncan Hall. 
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Owlnet Lab Report returns 
by Ben Johnson 

THRESHER STAFF 

The Owlnet Lab Report, a Web 
page that shows logged-in users 
on Owlnet's Unix workstations, 
is now up and running again at 
http://www.owlnet. rice.edu/ 
labreport. 

The report is a program cre-
ate^ several years ago by Will 
Rice C o l l e g e a l u m n u s Dan 
Sandler. Itfell into disrepair when 
he graduated last May. Senior Sys-
tem Administrator Wyman Miles 
recentiy resurrected the list. 

Miles said that when the list 
went down after Sandler's gradu-
ation, students began to demand 
its return. "He was running it out 
of h is own account, and that 
wasn't a very reliable way of do-
ing things," Miles said. "What I 
did was I pulled h is original 
source code and put it in a perma-
nent h o m e on Owlnet." 

The list serves several practi-
cal functions. People who work 
on collaborative projects can eas-

ily find their partners. Students 
can also check to see how busy 
the library computers, computer 
labs and residential college labs 
are before making the trip. 

Miles plans on adding an op-
tion onto the Web site that allows 
students to see what tasks are 
queued up on various printers 
throughout Rice. "I figured that 
would be fairly handy for people 
who have large jobs backed up," 
he said. "They want to know about 
how long they have to wait before 
they see their output." 

Finally, Miles created a slight 
modi f i ca t ion to the original 
source code that can mask a 
user's presence. "In the interests 
of privacy, if a person creates an 
empty file in tl/£Ir home direc-
tory called .nofinger, the Owlnet 
Lab Report won't find them. It 
will show whatever workstation 
they happen to be using as vacant. 

"There are s o m e circum-
stances I can think of under w{iich 
this would be useful to people," 
Miles said. 

——r-

MCAT 
• Over 100 hours of extensive 

preparation. 
• Over 4,000 pages of the most 

up-to-date practice material. 

Classes start January 29th. 

The 
Princeton 

Review 
(713) 688-5500 

www.review.com 
The Princeton Review is not aff i l ioted wi th Princeton University ot AAMC 
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Cpl. Jackson receives award for excellence 
by Ben Weston 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Cpl. Ken Jackson can sum up his 
law enforcement philosophy in two 
words: 'To help." 

Jackson joined the Campus Po-
lice in April 1996. In December, he 
was rewarded for his efforts when 
he was named Police Officer of the 
Year by the T e x a s / N e w Mexico 
Association of College and Univer1 

sity Police Departments "for out-
standing professionalism and dedi-
cation to the field of campus law 
enforcement." 

"He has consistently demon-
strated an empathy for people and a 
very definite commitment to doing 
crime prevention," Campus Police 
Chief Bill Taylor said. "He's just got a 
track record that's years and years 
long." 

The award was the second major 
recognition of 1999 for Jackson, who 
was earlier named Crime Preven-
tion Specialist of the Year by the 
Texas Crime Prevention Associa-
tion. He was promoted to the rank of 
corporal this fall. 

'He has consistently 
demonstrated an 
empathy for people and 
a very definite 
commitment to doing 
crime prevention.' 

— Chief Bill Taylor 

"If you get a job done right, it 
usually takes more than just one 
individual. And that type of support 

ROB GADDI/THRESHER 

Cpl. Ken Jackson was named the Police Officer of the Year by the Texas/New 
Mexico Association of College and University Police Departments. 

is what makes you successful,"Jack-
son said. "The last two awards I've 
got this year, beyond doubt, are more 
than I really deserve. I feel that my 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s are b e c a u s e 
people are willing to listen and willing 
to help and willing to get things done." 

For over 20 years, Jackson has 
specialized in working with commu-
nities to promote crime prevention 
through better awareness and more 
police-citizen interaction. He began 
the Campus Watch program at the 
old Graduate House and has been 
working to promote the program on 
campus. 

Under Jackson's supervision, no 
crime has been reported at the new 
Graduate Apartments since students 
arrived in August. 

"I've found [graduate students] 
to be very good to work with. I've 
found them to be interested in pre-
venting crime, interested in their 
safety," Jackson said. "What I want 
to see done [on campus] is to see 

more students, as well as staff and 
faculty, involved in Campus Watch." 

'If we all cooperate, we 
will reduce crime at 
Rice.' 

— Cpl. Ken Jackson 

Jackson also stressed the impor-
tance of education in crime preven-
tion. Each college officer has a set of 
pamphlets on various crime preven-
tion techniques which they provide 
free on request. He also recom-
mended that students make an ef-
fort to know both the officers at their 
college and their college's watch 
captains. 

"If we all work together, if we all 
cooperate, we will reduce crime at 
Rice." he said. 

Please joiojjts for a presentation on 

internship & career opportunities for 

Rice Undergraduates 
* ' at 

Chase Texas 

Monday, January 31 

4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Miner Lounge - Student Center 

C H A S E 

http://www.owlnet
http://www.review.com
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St Jude Children's 
Research Hospital 

Spend the spring fighting childhood cancer! 
St. Jude fundraising office, located in Houston, 

seeks a paid intern to assist with special events in TX 
and LA. Strong written and verbal communication skills 
required. Fax resume by Feb.3, to (713) 599-1438 or 
call (713) 599-1441. Juniors and seniors only. 

$100 minimum order 

TEXTBOOKS ONLINE. SAVE UP TO 40%. 

FREE SHIPPING! 
FOR $10 OFF** ENTER CODE #650169 AT PURCHASE CHECKOUT 

bigwords.com 
TM 

wmm 

m 

KIJANA KNIGHT/THRESHER 

History Professor Alien Matusow will serve as acting assistant dean for 
Student Judicial Programs until Patricia Bass returns in December. 

Acting judicial officer named 
by Brian Stoler 

THKliSHliR EDITORIAL STAFF 

History Professor Allen Matusow 
will serve as acting assistant dean 
for Student Judicial Programs until 
December 2000. He has taken over 
the position vacated last fall by 
Patricia Bass, who is spending a year 
studying rock art in South Africa on 
a Fulbright scholarship. 

"I hope to hold the fort until she 
gets back, and I certainly hope that 
everyone obeys all the rules and I 
never have to do anything," Matusow 
said. 

Policy Studies Program Director 
Donald Ostdiek will handle pre-law 
advising, Bass' other main responsi-
bility, until she returns. 

Matusow said he doesn't yet have 
a sense of exactly what the job in 
Student Judicial Programs will en-
tail. He said that he hopes to keep a 
low profile in the position. "I don't 
crave to be an interventionist," he 
said. 

Matusow will also teach History 
351, "America Since 1945," this se-
mester. The acting assistant dean 
position is not a full-time job, he 
said. 

Faculty/staff benefits expanded 
B E N E F I T S , from Page 1 

Council's unanimous request in May 
1997 calling for such benefits no 
later than the 1997-'98 school year. 
Beginning with this school year, Rice 
has allowed students to purchase 
health insurance for domestic part-
ners, but had not opened up this 
option for staff and faculty. 

President Malcolm Gillis said he 
thinks the new policy will be helpful. 

"In this day and age, with medi-
cal costs being what they are, we 
can't have people who are looking at 
the possibility of uncovered medical 
costs," Gillis said. 

The board's new policy decision 
follows a number of efforts from Rice 
community members to bringi1the 
issue to the forefront. The Staff Advi-
sory Council sent an official letter 
requesting domestic partner benefits 
to the administration in October, and 
resolutions supporting the extended 
benefits were passed by the Student 
Association on Nov. 15 and by the 
Graduate Student Association on 
Nov. 18. 

"We just wanted to make sure 
that we were following along with 
our anti-discrimination policy," SA 
President Anne Countiss said, refer-
ring to Rice's 1990 policy on nondis-
crimination. 

Countiss also said the decision 
was an important step to ensure 
Rice's competitiveness against other 

top universities. 
GSA Pres iden t Julia Smith 

Wellner said there was some discus-
sion before the association's vote, 
but the resolution was unanimous. 

"It was clear that there was a 
really high level of support across 
the campus for getting the policy 
changed," said French Studies Pro-
fessor Lynne Huffer, Who formed an 
ad hoc committee in March 1999 to 
raise awareness of the same-sex 
domestic partner benefits issue. 

"When I was initially hired, I was 
definitelyfrustrated because my part-
ner was not able to get health insur-
ance," Huffer said. 

Huffer said that the committee, 
which distributed'a related brochure 
and petition, has faced a long pro-
cess for a number of reasons. 

"It's just really hard to create in-
stitutional change," Huffer said. 
"Clearly there are people in the Rice 
community who resigt this kind of 
policy change,... [but] there was no 
overt opposition." 

According to a Web site set up by 
Huffer's committee, the costs of add-
ing the benefits should be very small. 
"Other universities, even those 
larger than Rice, have had only be-
tween 12 and 30 people apply for 
such benefits," the site states. 

"The time is right for the policy to 
be changed," Huffer said. "It's agreat 
moment for Rice." 

UNIV 116: THE ORIGIN OF LIFE: A FIRST YEAR SEMINAR 

Credits 3.00 Spring 2000 * Distribution course: Group III 

The age-old mystery of the origin of life has, in recent decades, 
matured into an area of active scientific inquiry and discourse. This is 
principally due to an in«eased understanding of the chemistry 
underlying the basis of life, and of new organizing principles in 
complex systems. This course will pursue a critical examination of the 
central physical, chemical and biological questions and their proposed 
solutions for how life began. r \ 

001 TTH 10:50AM-12:05PM Smalley, Richard SS*337 
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Student's records vanish 
by Olivia Allison 

T H K E S H E K S T A R 

Most students returned from 
the break to find that their grades 
for last semester were not ready. 
Will Rice College junior Mike 
Yantosca returned to find his 
records had disappeared f rom the 
computer system entirely. 

W h e n Yantosca went to the 
regis t rar to get a copy of his tran-
script for a job application, the 
clerk asked for his Rice ID num-
ber, but ikk r ecords were found 
by the. systt\m. 

Th*S4iyly\egflrd b rought up 
by a n a m e search was that of his 
uncle, who gradua ted 16 years 
a g o . M e a n w h i l e , Y a n t o s c a ' s 
Social Security n u m b e r b rought 
up the record of Lovett College 
senior SeotrWylie . 

"I was not on the admiss ions 
database , but the Cashier ' s Of-
fice, oddly enough, was still all 
set. I think they ' re on separa te 
sys tems," Yantosca said. 

His r eco rds f rom his fresh-
man and sophomore years were 
recovered because they were on 
the old database, but he had no 

g r a d e s for last s e m e s t e r ' s 
courses. 

"I was worried, of course, but 
my parents were more worried 
than I was. My dad actually came 
up here one day to make sure it 
got taken care of," Yantosca said. 

Wylie, who learned of the 
problem through an e-mail from 
Yantosca, said this error made 
h im w o n d e r w h e t h e r o ther 
records were accurate. 

"It's not very encouraging be-
cause it s eems like the Registrar's 
Office is important and should be 
secure . It's not good that it's, ex-
tremely jumbled up right now," 
Wylie said. 

Yantosca believes a data input 
e r ror caused the problem. 

"My first g u e s s would have 
been some kind of weird memory-
er ror in the actual program, but 
the more I thought about it, it was 
probably just that someone ' s so-
cial security number was one or 
two digits off," Yantosca said. 

Yantosca checked with the 
regis t rar again Tuesday and was 
t^.gistered for this semester . He 
said h e believes the problem has 
been solved. 

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY VIANNA DAV'LA 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby 

<713)523-7770 

!# M I I ) I I M 1' I / / A 

| One Medium 
| One-Topping Pizza 

& 1 Drink 
Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales 

tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1/205 

W One Large 
One-Topping Pizza 

& 2 Drinks 
$ y 3 8 

| Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 

tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1/20C y 

r f 

Students wait in line outside the Registrar's Office on Wednesday afternoon. 

Some class titles wrong in printed course lists 
REGISTRAR, from Page 1 
he didn't find out where his classes 
were to be held until Jan. 14, and he 
found that out by looking on the 
Registrar 's Web page. 

Wr igh t said c lassroom assign-
ment delays were not due to the new 
compute r sys tem but to the high 
d e m a n d for the same time slots. 

"This is on a different system, but 
it is definitely on the list of things to 
be addressed , T h e faculty have to 
have information about availability," 
Wright said. 

A l so , i n f o r m a t i o n fo r s o m e 
classes is listed differently on the 
class roster, the Schedule of Course 
Offer ings Web page and the paper 
edition distr ibuted by the Thresher. 

For example, History 351, which 
is actually "America Since 1945." is 
'listed as "Mao Zedong and the Chi-
nese Revolution" in the paper. 

"Some of our course names are 
1 ight on the Web, they're wrong on 
the class rosters, and they're wrung 

in the paper. And all of that comes 
ou t of t h e r e g i s t r a r , " E n g l i s h 
D e p a r t m e n t C o o r d i n a t o r Lanita 
Martin said. 

"This happened last semester , 
too. Everyone 's regis tered for the 
right thing," Martin said. "It's just in 
the paper and the ros ters that some 
of the class titles are wrong." 

Wright said, however, that Rice's 
p rob lems with upgrading to a new 
compute r sys tem were not ex t reme. 

"This is not unique to Rice. Some 
schools who are using PeopleSoft, a 
different program, have no g rades at 
all. I've heard that Nor thwestern , 
Ohio State and Cleveland Slate are-
having very big problems with that 
program," Wright said. 

She also does not expect these 
problems to happen again. 

"I certainly hope they don't . Be-
cause it created iate grades , a lot of 
t ime is being spent on this problem 
and we're doing everything possible 
to solve it, but I don't think we 

could've prevented this f rom hap-
pening," Wright said. 

Wright also thanked the s tuden t ; 
for under s t and ing the difficulties of 
this upgrade process . 

"I really appreciate the p a t i e n c 
of s tuden t s in a situation we hoped 
wouldn' t happen, and we are work-
ing very ha rd to correc t everything," 
Wright added. 

Barry McFar land, the act ing reg-
istrar and dean for Enrol lment Ad-
ministration, could not be n aclv 1 

for comment . , 
Wright added that, while th«* reg-

istrar position remains unfilled, ap-
plications f rom the Spe lman am; 
Johnson Group, which was hired 
find applicants for the position, wit! 
arrive Jan. 26. 

"We interviewed candida tes ear-
lier but we did not feel that the poc I 
of applicants was as large or quali-
fied as we wanted, and it is always 
more effective to h i re aiiotiu co; . 
pany iike this one," Wright .-.aid. 

PRESIDENT'S LECTURE SERIES ! 
8 pm. Wednesday, January 26th, 2000 ^ 

Grand Hall, Rice Memorial Center * 
Admission: No charge f 

Morris Dees 
Civil Rights Lawyer 

Martin Luther King Memorial Lecture 

"Teaching Tolerance" 

When Ku Klux Klan members lynched an African American man in 
Mobile, Alabama, in 1981, civil rights lawyer Morris Dees — and the 
Southern Poverty Law Center he founded — launched a historic lawsuit 
against the clan for inciting violence. Dees won a $7 million precedent-setting 
judgment. In 1990, Dees won a $12.5 million verdict for the family of an 
Ethiopian murdered by skinheads in Oregon. In 1998, he won a $37.8 million 
verdict against the Christian Knights of the Ku Klux Klan for the burning of 
the Macedonia Baptist Church in South Carolina — the largest civil award 
ever won for damages in a verdict. 

Most recently. Dees has devoted his time to educating the public about 
America's radical militia movement, writing the 1996 expose Gathering 

Storm: America's Militia Threat. Dees also penned two other books: his 
autobiography, A Season for Justice; and Hate on Trial: The Case Against 

America's Most Dangerous Neo-Nazi. 

A madc-for-television movie about his life. Line of Fire, aired on NBC 
in 1991, and he figured as a character in a 1996 feature film about the life of 
slain civil rights worker Medgar Evars, Ghosts of Mississippi. 

N o t i c k e t s a r e r e q u i r e d f o r a d m i s s i o n . S e a t i n g w i l l b e g i n at 7 p . m . a n d is o n a f i r s t 

c o m e , f i r s t s e r v e b a s i s . 1 o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , c a l l ( 7 1 3 ) 3 4 8 - 6 0 9 3 . e - m a i l 

< s | d ( « r i c e . e d u > . o r v i s i t t h e w e b s i t e at < \ \ w w . r i c e . e d u / p l s > . 

1- ) 
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Nelson remembered as 
compassionate, funny 
NELSON, from Page 1 
to the Miami Beach Police De-
partment. 

Police said employees at the 
motel found Nelson's body early 
Tuesday afternoon. No official 
time of death was established, 
but police said he probably had 
died that morning. Neither ille-
gal substances nor prescription 
drugs were found in the motel 
room. 

"This is a very Special person 
that we've lost and I'm not able to 
convey everything that he was,", 
said Shay Gilmore (Jones '98), 
one of Nelson's Orientation Week 
advisers. "He touched a lot of 
lives." 

Nelson, who lived off-campus, 
was a mechanical engineering 
major . F r iends said he often 
skipped classes, but still scored 
high marks because of an ex-
traordinary intelligence. They 
also remembered Nelson, better 
known on c a m pus as "Pistol 
Pete," as a very fun-loving and 
compassionate person. 

"He was a real nice guy with a 
great sense of humor," Jones se-
nior Sumona Pramanik said. "He 
was the type of guy you would 
see at all the parties, laughing 
and having fun." 

I>ast night. Jones held an all-

college memorial service for 
Nelson, and both the Barreras 
and the Jones resident associ-
ates plan to meet with friends and 
others seeking counseling as 
needed. In addition, the entire 
campus will observe a moment of 
silence Monday at 12:30 p.m. to 
honor his memory. 

"I think he just didn't realize 
how wonderful he was," Jones 
junior Summer Nijjer said. "He 
was wonderful and brilliant and 
... the most amazing person I've 
met in my life." 

Barrera emphasized that there 
are many options grieving stu-
dents can and should seek out if 
they1'need counseling. 

"The biggest thing I would 
advise [students] to do is to seek 
out people to talk to. They can 
come to us at any time, and the 
Counseling Center is ready to 
talk to them very confidentially," 
Barrera said. 

The Rice Counseling Center 
in Lovett Hall is open from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on school days?and also 
operates a phone counseling ser-
vice that can be reached 24 hours 
a day at (713) 348-4867. In addi-
tion, College Assistance Peer 
Program members are available 
at each college for counseling at 
any time. 

Campus Police hire two officers 
by Ben Weston 

THRESHEK EDITORIAL S T A F F 

The Campus Police Department 
hired two new officers over winter 
break, although only one is currently 
on active duty. 

Officer Lisa Heiden was hired 
Jan. 1 and is currently training to 
become a college officer. Officer 
Dennis Senter has worked for the 
department as a dispatcher for years 
and will not be sent out until a re-
placement dispatcher can be found 
and trained. 

"I like the way that [the college 
officer system] is set up," Heiden 
said. "We're not working against the 
students, we're working with the stu-
dents and for the students here. It's 
very community-oriented." 

Heiden and Senter w^pe chosen 
from a pool of roughly 70 candi-
dates. Of these,. 10 were invited to 
the station for an informal interview. 
Seven of these were then invited to 
the potential officer assessment cen-
ter, which includes a panel com-
prised of students, faculty, staff and 
one officer. 

VV ' - 'H r 

COURTESY CAMPUS POLICE 

Officer Lisa Heiden 

The group of five puts each can-
didate through an interview, a test of 
legal knowledge and two scenarios 
involving realistic on-campus situa-
tions. 

Lt. Terry Ryals said the most im-
portant skill the Campus Police look 
for in a candidate is the ability to 
communicate well and empathize 
with people."We can train them to 

COURTESY CAMPUS POLICE 

Officer Dennis Senter 

be police officers, [but] wecan't train 
a person-to give him people skills," 
Ryals said. 

Th$ Campus Police hire an aver-
age of two new officers a year, al-
though this year they may hire an a 
total of four."It's quite expensive to 
do this," Ryals said. "But it's worth it. 
... We feel like we're getting a better 
quality of person." 

Please note: 
* • There is an error in the calendar of the Student Handbook. The 

date for Easter is incorrectly listed as Sunday, April 2. The actual 

date for Easter is Sunday, April 23. Spring recess is still March 30-

31, and daylight saving time begins April 2. 

Please disregard the academic calendar printed in the 1999-

2000 Campus Directory. It is the academic calendar for 1998-1999. 

Dear Vr. Qrob, 

Our thoughts, prayers and wishesjvr a, speedy 

recovery are, unthyou/ and^your family. Please, 

come baxJc soon. 

W& Miissyous. 

The. staff of ^ Rice Thresher 
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RPC events to go on 
despite monetary loss 
RPC, from Page 1 
ing up my backpack by mistake. 
That's what it seemed to me that it 
was going to be, and I didn't want to 
get everybody riled up unnecessar-* 
ily," Street said. He did eventually 
call the police later that week when 
his search of the lost and found and 
a query to the Will Rice listserv pro-
duced no leads. 

"I told Lindsay about the theft 
over break. In retrospect, I should 
have told her earlier, but at the time, 
I was doing everything that could be 
done. I thought to myself, she's not 
going to be able to do anything ex-
cept worry about it," Street said. 

Street called RPC's bank Dec. 11, 
asking them to contact him before 
allowing any checks to go through. 

Given that the money has been 
gone nearly two months and that the 
new semester has begun, Street said 
he considers this a lost cause. At 
press time, he had not filed a police 
report. 

'It's one of the 30 back-
packs that were stolen 

* 

this year. This one just 
happened to be red and 
have $5,000 in it.' 

— Lindsay Germano 
President, 

Rice Program Council 

"However, it may be important 
for the insurance that a police report 
is filed in some way or another, and 
that hasn't happened yet, but that 
will be filed," he said. 

Germano said par t of the 
undeposited money was from Brown 
College, with the majority from 
dance patrons who paid at the door. 
"All the other checks have been de-
posited and have gone through be-
cause they were deposited over a 
month and a half ago," she said. 

Street said a small fraction of the 
money was from Brown College. 
"Colleges pay in different instal-
ments, as soon as they get the money, 
and Brown paid in an installment 

that was later than everybody else 
and after I had taken the initial de-
posit to the bank," he said. 

In the aftermath of the theft, 
Street stepped down as treasurer 
Tuesday, but he will stay on as a 
financial adviser to his interim re-
placement. The replacement will be 
an internal appointment within the 
RPC. The position is currently stu-
dent-elected, and will be perma-
nently filled in the Student Associa-
tion general elections which begin 
Feb. 18. 

"It's a decision we've all made 
together and that we feel very confi-
dent about," Germano said. 

The RPC is now investigating 
whether insurance will cover part or 
all of the loss. The RPC Executive 
Council wrote in a statement to the 
Th resh er that "appropriate measu re s 
are being taken to recover the lost 
funds with Dan contributing an 
agreed upon sum." 

"I'm poor. I'm really poor," Street 
said. "I don't actually have the 
money, but I'd take out a loan and 
get it covered. If it falls to me, I'll 
take care of it." 

Germano stressed that the RPC 
will not ask students to replace the 
checks. "I don't feel because the 
money had already been transferred 
to RPC's possession that it is fair for 
us to ask them to repay their checks," 
she said. "It is something that hap-
pened on our end." 

The RPC is a blanket tax organi-
zation, and as such, does not en-
tirely rely on event proceeds. RPC 
External Vice President Ginger Chao 
said this means Rondelet is not 
jeopardized by the theft. "According 
to our allocated budget, we still 
have extra money," she said. "We 
have plenty of money to do all the 
events we were planning. For 
Rondelet, we actually planned to lose 
money."" - . 

The executive council said it has 
tl&en the steps necessary to remedy 
the problem. In addition to the plan 
to pay back the money and possible 
compensation by insurance, the RPC 
has acquired a new security box for 
the treasurer. 

Germapo said, "It sucks. It's one 
of the 30 backpacks that were stolen 
this year. This one just happened to 
be red and have $5,000 in it." 

Need 
Birth Control? 

Call the Experts. 
Call 1-800-230-PLAN 

connected to the nearest clinic • www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood® 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

We make exams easy. 
Take $10 off your 

exam thru 2/29/00. 

can 1-800-230-PLAN 
connected to the nearest clinic • www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood® 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

Farewell, my queen 
ROB GADDI/ THRESHER 

Workers load a piece of the homecoming queen onto a truck Sunday night. The crane outside the Humanities 
Building was dismantled and transported to the Stadium Lot via the Inner Loop. The Humanities Building will be 
completed in May. 

winfreestuff.com 
"Simple to Enter. Easy to Win." 

LSATî MAÎ REldviCAÎ OEFa/bAT 

Relax, it 's only 
your future we're 

talking about. 
c> 

Classes starting soon in Rice Village! 
MCAT January 20 
GRE February 22 
LSAT February 22 

Call today to enroll! 

1 -800-KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com AOL keyword: kaplan 

Kaplan gets you in. 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

JAN. 27, 2000. 

E D I T 0 R S 

t a picks 

t o d a y a n d 
t o m o r r o w 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
FILM FESTIVAL 

The Rice Media Center 

presents selections from the 

Human Rights international 

Film Festival. Films include 

Secret People (American 

leprosy), Forgotten Fires. 

(black church burnings in 

South Carolina) and School 

Prayer {secular freedom in 

Mississippi schools). 

Friday 7;3G p.m., 

Saturday 7 p.m. 

Rice Media Center. 

$5, $4 with Rice ID. 

Call (713) 348-4853 

for more information. 

t h u r s d a y 

MARK MORRIS 
DANCE GROUP 

A visual interpretation of 

Milton's poems L'Allegro 

and II Penseroso set to 

Handel's Oratorio of 

•• 1745 comes to Houston. 

Elaborate production 

incorporates a dance 

troupe, orchestra, chorus 

and vocai soioists. 

8 p.m. Jones Hall. 
* 

615 Louisiana St . 

Through Jan. 29. 

For more info, 

call (713) 227-4772. 

o n g o i n g 

'A MIDSUMMER 
* NIGHT'S DREAM' 

f 
J The Main Street Theater 
i 

adapts Shakespeare's 

comedy to Manhattan's 

East Village where the 

nobles are entrepreneurs, 

the fairies are hipsters and 

Bottom's craftsmen are 

struggling theater artists. 

Fridays and Saturdays 

8 p.m., Sundays 3 p.m. 

Main Street Theater. 

4617 Montrose Blvd. 

Through Feb. 6. 

For more info, call 

(713) 524-6706.< 

HOW l.OW DOWN IS YOUR WOODY? 

Allen's newest looks, sounds 'Sweet' 

' s w e e t a n d 
l o w d o w n ' 

Rating: -kit* 1 / 2 
(out of five) 

Opens today. 

Jared H e n n e s s y 
THRESHER STAFF' 

One might quest ion the necessity of review-
ing a Woody Allen film at this point in his career . 
O n e might sugges t that these days he has lost the 
ability a n d / o r the desire to expand his audience 
beyond his current die-hard following. And while 
it is t rue that Allen has always made films out of 
h is own interests , Sweet and Lowdown yffers a 
captivating transition from an obsess ion to the 
screen. 

Allen's latest features Sean Penn as fictional 
jazz guitarist Emmet Ray, whose considerable 
talents owe a great deal to real jazz guitarist 
Django Reinhardt. Aside f rom that, Allen has 
made Ray 
a credible 
c o m p o s -
ite of sev-
eral such 
m u s i -
c i answho 
a c h i e v e d 
f l e e t i n g 
fame and 
no to r i e ty 
in the jazz c lubs of the 1930s and '40s. Adding to 
the film's air of authenticity, Alien periodically 
includes footage of himself and several o ther jazz 
aficionados d iscuss ing Ray and telling conflicting 
anecdotes . 

Penn ' s pe r formance as the gifted but rela-
tively unknown composer and performer breathes 
life into this disreputable but not unsympathet ic 
individual. If you are familiar with Penn 's o ther 
roles, you probably have a good idea of how he 
plays this character . Ray joins a long list of mas-
sively egocentr ic charac te r s on Penn ' s resume, 
so the actor doesn ' t exactly give a b reak th rough 
per formance here . But it's what he does best, and 
it's thoroughly convincing. 

Despite Ray's overwhelming arrogance, he 
remains g rounded and neurotically f rus t ra ted by 
a lack of recognit ion beyond the jazz aficionado 
crowd and by the deep-seated knowledge that he 
will never su rpass Reinhardt, his idol. Th is leads 
h im into a surprisingly tender relationship with 
Hattie (Samantha Morton) , a laundress who never 
offers a word of complaint or criticism because, 
well, she ' s mute . 

ANGELS AND INCEST 

JOHN CLIFFORD/SONY PICTURES 

A mute Hattie (Samantha Morton) listens to the excuses of Emmet (Sean Penn) in Sweef and Lowdown. 

Exactly why Hattie shows such loyalty and 
almost-reverence toward Ray never b e c o m e s very 
clear. For him, however, the chance to talk inces-
santly about himself without the fear of disap-
proval allows the audience to see how such a self-
possessed , slimy individual can at the s ame time 
be completely racked with self-doubt. 

A man who supplements his meager musician's 
income,by gambling and pimping (and whose 
passions include shooting rats at the d u m p and 
watching trains) obviously requi res a great deal 
of tolerance f rom women. Still, he finds himself 
marr ied to U m a T h u r m a n ' s socialite and aspir ing 
writer, Blanche. Rather than disgust ing Blanche^ 
though, these foibles fascinate her, s ince she 
hopes to publish them in her exploration of the 
connect ion between emotion, eccentricity and 
artistic genius . 

But Blanche becomes more of.a t i resome plot 
device des igned to fur ther character ize Ray than 
an actual person. T h e s t ronges t aspect of the film 
remains the contrast between a r rogance and vul-
nerability emphas ized by his relat ionship with 

Hattie and his awe of Reinhardt. 
This is not, however , just an effective examina-

tion of a t roubled individual. It's a fun, comic 
examinat ion of a t roubled individual. T h e mo-
men t s when Ray's ego overwhelms his reason 
provide enough highly amusing inter ludes to keep 
up the film's pace. Ray's decision to commiss ion 
the construct ion of a large c rescen t moon on 
which he plans to descend to the s tage dese rves 
a particular mention. Thankfully, Allen res is t s the 
temptation to turn the charac ter ' s natural pa thos 
into cheap laughs. Ray's excesses only b e c o m e 
jokes when he is in control of his situation. Very 
funny jokes, at that. 

Allen's decision to a t tempt a different narra-
tive style p roduces a far more in teres t ing and 
amus ing film than many of his recent r e t r eads 
over well-worn t hemes and methods . Combined 
with stellar pe r fo rmances f rom Penn and Morton 
and a soundt rack that will please even those to 
whom jazz is totally alien, Sweet and Lowdown 
should entertain those who made up their minds 
about Woody Allen a long t ime ago. 

War Zone' reveals serious family dysfunction 
J e t t McAl i s t e r 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

An intense and sear ing portrait 
* of an apparently normal family in 

crisis, The War Zone explores the 
t rauma and tragedy brought about 
by abuse, incest, secrecy and hypoc-
risy. And its intensity pays off — The 
War Zone is a genuinely good film; 
unfortunately, it's such a horrific and 
painful one that watching it prom-
ises to be a regret table experience. 

'the war zone' 

Rating: it it it 1 / 2 
(out of five) 

Now playing. 

Newcomer Freddie Cunliffe plays 
Tom, a 15-year-old whose family has 
just moved f rom London to the De-
von countrys ide of southwest En-
gland, a stark, gray region whose 
dramatically cliffed shores , soggy 
landscapes and harsh, bitter weather 
give the film a foreboding and por-
ten tous feeling. Fellow newcomer 
Lara Belmont plays Jessie, Tom' s 
18-year-old sister, a quiet young lady 
whose ad jus tmen t to h e r rural sur-
roundings ha s gone more smoothly 
than that of he r younger brother . 

Ray Winstone (Nil by 
Mouth) and T i l d a 
Swinton (Love is the 
Devil) are the stable, 
loving and overweight 
p a r e n t s of this some-
what depress ing house-
hold. They 've just had 
their third child — a ter-
rifying scene in which 
the poor woman gives 
birU],.iinuiediately after 
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an automobile accident, but before 
she can leave the car — and seem to 
be get t ing u,sed to their somewhat 
dreary sur roundings . 

Tilings start to go wrong for the 
family when T o m learns that Jessie 
and their fa ther are involved in a 
sexual relationship with one another. 
At first Jess ie s e e m s defensive — 
she denies it, says that she loves her 
father, tells Tom to mind his own 
business . But short ly af terwards , 

.Tom witnesses his father sodomizing 
a sobbing Jess ie in a World War II-
era bunker . W h e n T o m confronts 
Jessie, h e begins to realize the na-
ture of the abuse that ha s been go-
ing on in h is family. 

What is incredible about The War 
Zone is the hones ty with which ac-
claimed actor-turned-director Tim 
Roth tells the story. Th i s is not ex-
ploitative or sensa t ional ized , but 
graphic, horr ible , gritty, complex 
and real. T h e r e ha s never been a 
film that so adeptly and compassion-
ately delves into the topic of incest 
and sexual abuse . W h e r e o ther films 
turn sentimental , Roth gives his au-
diences a chance to witness these 
hor ro r s unfil tered. 

Roth's direction is seamless as 
well. T h e film, though slow, is steady 
and well-paced, growing in force pro-
gressively th rough its 98 long min-
utes. And the film's s t ronges t point 
is that Roth can affect you without 
tugging at your hear ts t r ings . 

Cunliffe and Belmont, both in 
their first screen roles, are brilliant 
as quiet and reclusive t eenagers liv-
ing in a d y s f u n c t i o n a l f a m i l y . 
Belmont is especially haunt ing as 
Jessie, pulling off a role that no nov-
ice should ever be able to perform 
adequately. She dese rves an Oscar 
for this role, but consider ing the 

COURTESY OF LOT 47 FILMS 

Dad (Ray Winstone) holds his newborn daughter, Alice, in The War Zone. 

sheer intensity of this film, she prob-
ably won't be cons idered . 

Now that*I've lavished all that 
praise on The War Zone, I should 
warn you not to see this movie if you 
have any emot ions of any kind at any 
time. If you 're in a bad mood when 
you see this, you'll feel even worse. 
And if you're in a good mood, it'll be 
ruined for at least a week. One critic 

has called The War Zone t he most 
depress ing movie he ' s ever seen . I 
believe him. 

If you want to unders t and incest 
and the havoc it wreaks on the lives 
of its victims, you should see this 
film. If you 're one of those who can't 
pass up a well-made piece of cin-
ematic art, you should see this film. 
Otherwise, stay far, far away. 
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sampler 

the c l a s h 

'FROM HERE TO 
ETERNITY' 

In the late 7 0 s and early '80s, 
one musical, group rose to fame, 
spoke to the youth and wrote great 
rock 'n' roll like no other. This band 
was the Clash, and for the first time 
since 1982's Combat Rock they have 
an album to satisfy the tastes of both 
punk rockers and rock fans in gen-
eral. 

From Here to Eternity, their newly 
released live album of performances 
recorded between 1978 and 1982, 
perfectly showcases what made 
these rockers such a huge phenom-
enon and captures the energy of 
their live act. 

The first half of the album covers 
material from before the 1980 re-
lease of the band's landmark album 
London Calling. In other words, this 
section is strictly punk. The Clash's 
self-titled debut album is well-rep-
resented with powerful versions of 
"Complete Control," the ska-tinged 
"Whi te Man in H a m m e r s m i t h 
Palais" and "I Fought the Law." 

Surprisingly, there is not a single 
song from the band's second album 
Give 'Em Enough Rope, but the qual-
ity of the songs present makes up 
for this omission. The guitars are 
intense and furious, and Joe Strum-
mer and Mick Jones' lyrics still bite 
with wit and social commentary. 

The rest of the album features 
songs from the later years of the 
Clash. Three songs are taken from 
London Calling, inc luding the 
album's title song, "Guns of Brixton" 
and 'Train in Vain," the Top-40 hit 
often known by its chorus, "Did you 
stand by me? No, not at all." Other 
standout tracks from this period of 
the Clash's career are "Should I 
Stay or Should I Go" and the quiet, 
moving "Straight to Hell." Despite 
the band's numerous dabblings in 
reggae and other styles of world 
music, this facet of their work is 
only represented here by one song, 
"Armagideon Time." 

•••X-

For those who already have the 
studio albums, live albums can be a 
chance to hear a different approach 
to a favorite song. Clash fans won't 
be disappointed in this regard, es-
pecially by a refined version of "Ca-
reer Opportunities" and an ener-
getic, pounding rendition of "Guns 
of Brixton." There is also a less 
funky, more rock 'n' roll take on 
"The Magnificent Seven" that brings 
to mind an early hyped-up U2 with 
an attitude. 

Th is a lbum only disappoints 
when you think of how many memo-
rab le songs they left out. Every 
Clash fan could make a mile-long 
list of songs they wish were on this 
album, but this is bound to happen 
when you try to represent such a 

large body of work on one CD. Mak-
ing this a double album could have 
solved the problem, but even with-
out a second disc, the 17 selections 
on From Here to Eternity make the 
album more than worthwhile. 

O* 

— Robert Reichle 
A. 

m u 3 3 0 

4WINTER 
WONDERLAND' 

For MU330, a ska /punk/ rock 
band from St. Louis, 1999 was a pro-
lific year that brought the band back 
to the top of its game. Their self-
titled album released last March 
more than made up for the spotty 
quality of 1997's Crab Rangoon, and 
the band closed out the successful 
year with the release of Winter Won-
derland, a Christmas album. Winter 
Wonderland provides more catchy 
songs in the vein of MU330, but 
unfortunately, the limitations in sub-
ject matter keep this album from 
being really great. 

This album is surprisingly the 
most ska-influenced of MU330's past 
few albums. After Crab Rangoon's 
emotional (and occasionally whiny) 
rock-with-horns approach and last 
year's faster, harder, ska-punk self-
titled album, it's refreshing to hear 
the band return to its musical roots. 

On this album MU330 sticks to 
what it does best — energetic ska-
punk, with some nicely fleshed-out 
excursions focusing strictly on ska 
and punk thrown in for good mea-
sure. "Everyday Christmas'' and "I 
Got This Neighbor" are bouncy 
tunes that bring to mind the band's 
"psycho ska" glory days of Chumps 
on Parade. "This Year More Than 
Ever" is a slower rock song that 
ruminates over past winters, and 
their rendition of "Angels We Have 
Heard On High" is a straight-out 
punk Christmas carol with obvious 
Ramones influences. 

"December," the highlight of the 
album, is an organ-heavy ska track 
about a chilly, drafty apartment and 
the girlfriend who can't take living 
there anymore. This song is the only 
one on the disc that can stand on its 
own without the Christmas back-
drop, and as such is probably the 
only one you'd want to listen t i^ear-
round. « 

Another memorab le track is 
"Gerry's Down Home Christmas," 
which closes the album on a sweet, 
touching note. Gerry Lundquist, the 
band's trombonist and Hulk Hogan 
impersonator (no, really), tells a tale 
of that elusive thing often called "the 
true spirit of Christmas" over some 
superb keyboard work. Such a seri-
ous song was the last thing I ex-
pected from the man who regularly 
dresses up as a professional wres-
tler and a t t acks people with a 
chainsaw onstage, but Gerry man-
ages to pull it off without being silly 
or trite. 

Despite consistently well-played, 
catchy songs, this album comes up ' 
short lyrically. Only two of the 
album's 10 songs are traditional car-
ols, and it must have been a stretch 
to come up with eight more songs 
having to do with Christmas. 

Dan Potthast, MU330's guitarist, 
vocalist and songwriter, is quite ca-
pable of writing original songs, many 
of which have dealt with relation-
ships. On this album, however, 
Potthast seems to have taken the 
easy road and written songs tying 
together the themes of relationships 
and Christmas. Either it's "I'm with 
you and it's Christmas — hooray!" 
or else it's "I'm not with you and it's 

Christmas — boo hoo." Even worse, 
it's hard to relate to what he's sing-
ing about onceChristmas has passed. 
Thus is the nature of Christmas al-
bums, I suppose. 

Twice in one year MU330 has 
proven that they are over the slump 
of Crab Rangoon. However, as much 
as this album satisfies musically, with 
the notable exception of "Decem-
ber" the lyrics don't work at all in 
January. Winter Wonderland is a 
good Christmas album, but unless 
you're a die-hard fan or you need 
your ska-punk fix hold off on this 
album until next Christmas rolls 
around. 

M U330 will be playing songs from 
this album (yes, even after Christ-
mas) and o t h e r s Feb. 10 at 
Fitzgerald's. 

— Robert Reichle 

v a r i o u s ar t i s t s 

*MAGNOLIA' 
SOUNDTRACK 

Magnolia is a soundtrack with 
nine good songs. Pretty impressive, 
considering what universally terrible 
marketing schemes soundtracks 
have become. 

The first nine songs of the Mag-
nolia soundtrack are performed by 
Aimee Mann. The last four songs 
are not by Aimee Mann, and when 
the CD player starts to play track 10 
it feels like you've suddenly started 
listening to a different album. 

Mann sings with a girly vulner-
ability that will appeal to the Sarah 
McLachlan crowd, singing about 
relationships with the occasional 
clever turn of phrase. "You look like 
a perfect fit/For a girl in need of a 
tourniquet." Think a less angry Ani 
DiFranco. 

The first nine songs are catchy, 
singable and original in an emotion-
ally honest manner that leaves them 
in your head after you've stopped 
listening. Unfortunately, they also 
border on generic pop, so that when 
you find yourself singing them, you 
can't remember what the song is or 
where you've heard it. 

In the album's liner notes, the 
film's writer and director, Paul Tho-
mas Anderson, says writing Magno-
lia was "adapting Aimee's songs into 
a screenplay." Anderson and Mann 
are friends, which saps credibility 
from Anderson's profuse praise of 
her in the rest of the liner notes, but 
the collaboration means that the 
soundtrack is something new and 
fresh. 

WELCOME BACK! 
FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT THE 

Hilton ((tf) Houston Plaza 

'L'Allegro is the dance production of the decade!" 
- Time Out (London) 

I* 

m .Iii.iii.ifli 

Rather than producing one of 
those terrible soundtracks (cough, 
cough, Man on the Moon) that con-
sist of one good song and a jjunch of 
crap strung together into an ill-
formed collage, they have created 
something that is enjoyable as an 
entire 35-minute listening experi-
ence. 

Unfortunately, the last four songs 
of this album completely suck. 
"Goodbye Stranger" and "Logical 
Songs," both by Supertramp, are jar-
ring and disjointed after a half hour 
of Aimee Mann. And Gabrielle's 
"Dreams" (I kjiow, I know — who is 
Gabrielle, anyway?) feels like an-
other misplaced accident, though it 
is generally a decent song. 

It's really too bad that the Magno-
lia soundtrack's cover's statement 
— "Songs by Aimee Mann" — 
doesn't hold true. I guess Anderson 
thought man couldn't live on Mann 
alone. 

— Elizabeth Jardina 

s 
Performing L'Allegro, il Penseroso ed il Moderato set to Handel's Oratorio 

74 

January 27-29, 2000, 8:00 p.m., Jones Hall 
presented bv 

ARTS 
TAL.K Post-Curtain Q&A 

(conoco) 
KUHI -88.7FM 

S O C I E T Y FOR T H E P E R F O R M I N G A R T S 

7 1 3 - 2 2 7 - 4 S P A 

www.ticketmaster.com 
; tiSKSlmaator FIESTA • FOLETS • KROGERj 

For program notes 
visit our website at 

www.spahouston.org 

D Y N E G Y 

ierioty T h e a t e r 
w w • / . r te r ia l theater .com 

X © a * ~ 

david mark 
mckinne> 

scott 

t h o m p s o n 

kevin 
mcdonald 

cumnUmwuJ.oii 

bruce 
tncculloeh 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

( 7 1 3 ) 6 2 9 - 3 7 0 0 

http://www.ticketmaster.com
http://www.spahouston.org
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they decide 

what you read 

decide 

wliat you pay. 
-'J 

i t i 
V : 

What's on the syllabus is what you're going to be reading. What you're goincpliigg& however, can be 
«*r • "* * -V 

up to you. That is, if you shop at VarsityBooks.com. At VarsityBooks.com you can save up to 40% on your 
% , 

\7> 

textbooks, get them in one to three business days, and all of this from a Web site that's completely reliable 

and secure. So there you have it, you decide. 
r 

SAVE UP TO 40% ON TEXTBOOKS. 
Savings off distributor's suggested price. Books delivered in no more than three business days. Some restrictions apply. See site for details. 

VarsityBooks .com 
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Hip-hop hype heats up in Houston and Rice 
Lizzie Taishoff 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In the Houston underground, hip-
hop is hotter than it has ever been 
before. The club scene is expand-
ing, the culture is growing and the 
opportunit ies to get out and see 
the scene are even more numerous 
than they were just a few years 
ago. Here's a brief look at hip-hop 
at Rice and a small peek at the 
chances for exploration in thec i ty . 

Hip-hop at Rice 
Every Tuesday night from 10 

p.m. to 1 a.m., the Hip-hop Show 
on KTRU brings hip-hop music to 
the airwaves. Graduate student 
Dennis Lee, who goes by the DJ 
al iasesMr. Peabody and D.L., hosts 
the program, transmitt ing 50,000 
wat ts of the freshest beats avail-
able. Intrue KTRU style, the show 
concentrates on music edu-
cat ion through the ex 
ploration of lesser-
known and un-
de rg round 

music. Hip-hop is, for the most 
part, a misunderstood, oft-maligned 
musical format — arid usually be-
cause people are listening to the 
wrong things." 

Fresh Rice Breakers 
Music is not the only form of hip-

hop expression to grace our cam-
pus. Sid Richardson College senior 
Roy Keyes and John Provine (Sid 
Rich '98) started the Fresh Rice 
Breakers in 1996, which has 
brought break dancing to campus 
and showcased its talent on 
several successful Hip-
hop Awareness Days. 
The group wel-
comes any 
enthusi-

Southern hip-hop wi th a special 
emphasis on Houston rappers. 

The underground scene 
Houston also has a growing un-

derground scene. "Hip-hop headz," 
or truly dedicated fans, can get 
their fill at Club Waxx, a central 
fixture of the underground scene, 
on Friday nights. While Club Waxx 
has been through several incarna-

tions, it continues to be the 
site of the two longest-run-

n ing week l y h ip-hop 
events in the city. Lo-

cated on the outskirts 
of downtown at the 

corner of Leeland 
and Crawfo rd 

streets, this ex-
garage has 

been gut ted 
and t rans-

formed by 
layers of 

p a i n t 
a n d 

graf-

f o r m -
ers as 
we l l as 
art ists on 
ma jo r la-
bels. 

" I 'm really 
trying to do two 
separate th ings 
wi th the show," ex-
plained Lee. "The 
f irst, of course, is to 
bring good hip-hop to 
the l istening audience. I w 

want to educate the lis- t e n -
ers as to what hip-hop can be, as 
opposed to the majority Of crap 
that is out there. Hip-hop is not 
[about] thugs wi th guns, or how 
many women you can get, or how 
many rings and necklaces you-have 
on. Hip-hop is artistic expression 
through rhymes, beats, graf and 
dance." 

To that aim, show listeners are 
treated to live cutt ing and scratch-
ing by everyone from Houston-area 
DJs to national and international 
ta lent , and even the occasional 
Rice student. 

What is hip-hop? 
Lee's second goal is for the 

show to bring greater unity to the 
Houston hip-hopcommunity. "When 
I came here a couple of years ago," 
Lee said, " the scene was frag-
mented into factions, and nobody 
was cooperating." Lee feels that 
much more could be accomplished, 
if prominent members of the hip-
hop community worked together. 

"To that end, I've been having 
lo6al Houston DJs spinon the show, 
and I make every attempt to help 
out local Houston hip-hop acts like 
K-Otix," Lee said. "I also try to find 
out about upcoming events from 
the organizers and announce them 
on the show." 

Thanks to the efforts of Lee and 
others, the hip-hop scene is united, 
alive and growing not only in Hous-
ton, but also at Rice. Lee added, 
" I 'm doing it all for the love of the 

1 asts, and 
the mem-

9 bers' spontane-
ous pe r fo rmances 

bring one aspect of hip-
,*° hop culture to the campus. 

I t 's not just the music that 
makes the Rice and Houston 
scenes what they are. " I t 's also 
that some of the best b-boyS and fa-
girls in the world are in Houston," 
noted Keyes. "One of the interest-
ing things about the scene here in 
Houston is that it is largely com-
prised of Hispanic hip-hoppers. That 
kind of gives Houston its own fla-
vor." 

'HIP-HOP is artistic 
EXPRESSION 
through rhymes, 
beats, graf and 
dance'. 

Rice also has its share of em-
cees. Emerson Allen (Baker '98) 
and Wiess College sophomore Ben 
Home have both performed at Hip-
hop Awareness Days and other 
events, including the Lovett Under-
grounds. Graffiti, though not as 
apparent on campus as other forms 
of hip-hop culture, has been made 
more visible thanks to the recent 
Rice Art Gallery exhibit by well-
known graffit i artist Barry McGee. 

Hip-hop in the city 
In Houston, the most prominent 

hip-hop outlet is the radio station 
KBXX ( 9 7 . 9 FM), which plays a 
wide variety of commercial hip-hop 
and R&B. Featuring live in-house 
mixing almost every night of the 
week, the station also highlights 

With 
c h e a p 

drinks and a 
fully stocked bar, 

the club is popular 
^ wi th the 21-and-upcrowd, 

^ but the real draw for everyone 
is the music. 

Friday night is the "all out hip-
hop night," said Cee Plus, founder 
and manager of hip-hop collective 
the Mathmatic Turntablist. Per-
forming for a crowd that swells to 
200 or more, "Hip-hop Fridays" 
consist of underground music rang-
ing from KRS-1 to Jurassic 5. The 
DJs of the Mathmatic Turntablist 
cut and scratch vinyl live all night. 

"The Dig," Club Waxx's Thurs-
day night gig, brings a different 
flavor to the mix. 

"We play everything from acid 
jazzto straightforward jazz and back 
again," Cee Plus said. " I t 's more of 
a progressive thing with the beats 
of DJ Krush, DJ Cam, DJ Shadow, 

and old '70s grooves 
from Donald Byrd to 
the Jungle Brothers 
to Quincy Jones." All 
the music they play, 
he said, "has hip-hop 
relevance and hip-hop 
flavor." 

Cee Plus attr ib-
uted the name, "The 
Dig," to the idea of 
"either digging the 
groove, or digging in 
the crate for vinyl." 
With a fresher, more 
p rog ress i ve show 
each week, Cee Plus 
said he sees "The 
Dig" as representing 
the direction in which 
hip-hop is moving. 

Yupp ies and 
jung le kidz throw 
down at the coffee-
house Brasil at the 
corner of Westheimer 
and Dunlavy streets 
every Monday night 
to see DJ Sun, known for such 
shows asJ^PFT's (90 .1 FM) Soular 
Grooves. Brasil is just one of DJ 

Houston has a 
calmer, more 
music-oriented 
hip-hop culture far 
removed from ... 
EGOTISM a n d 
VIOLENCE. 

Sun's regulargigs, where he brings 
his singular blend of beats and jazz 
to the turntables. Each show is 
unique, since DJ Sun includes a 
rotating crew of DJs and other 
musical guests. 

There seems to be nothing but 
ex pansion in sight for the scene as 
a whole. Houston has a calmer, 
more music-oriented hip-hop cul-
ture far removed from the egotism 
and violence prevalent on the 
coasts. 

Contrary to popular perception, 
Cee Plus said that the hip-hop scene 

) 

LIZZIE TAISHOFF . r n R t S H E H 

Apollo spins his vinyl during the Triple Threat Tour. 

has never disappeared. 
"I 've been to the East Coast 

and I've been to the West Coast, 
and I haven't seen anything that 
has lasted as long and been as 
consistent asthe Houston scene's 
weekly hip-hop nights." Other cit-
ies have experienced outbreaks of 
violence surrounding their hip-hop 
icons. 

"I th ink we have a pretty 
peaced-out hip-hop scene." Cee 
Plus said. "There's never been a 
negative agenda at a show. ... We 
see people who want intell igent, 
well-produced and genuine hip-hop 
music." 

Hip-hop is, for the 
most part, a 
MISUNDERSTOOD, 
Oft-MALIGNED 
MUSICAL format. 

So your mission, should you 
choose to accept it, is to get out 
into our "peaced-out" scene and 
explore the vibe for yourself. 

I t 

MONDRO BARMAN/THRESHER 

Members of the Fresh Rice Breakers look on as one of their own-performs at last fall's Hip-hop Awareness Day. 

Helping Students find Jobs with 
Businesses and Home Owners 

Free for 

College SM°*31 

Workers.Com 
Bettor. Faster, Easier, Cheaper 

-DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC OF HOUSTON, PA.~ 

THE RICE PRE-MEDICAL SOCIETY * 

and RICE HEALTH SERVICES 

invite 

STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF 
to the following series of Medical Lectures 

DATE TIME SUBJECT SPEAKER 
February 9, 2000 10:00 a.m. MIGRAINES Dr. Brian Loftus 
March 8, 2000 10:00 a.m. COUGH Dr. Ana Roman 
Apcil 12* 2000 10:00 a.m. D|AE}ET£S Dr. Brian Tulloch 

t "'"j ' ' • till' I I . • . f I • 1 1 •' ' i1 . 1 .'I . . •! 1 m 

LOCATION 
Sewall Hall Auditorium Rm. 301 
Sewall Hall Auditorium Rm 301 
Farnsworth Pavilion - Rice Memorial Center 
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Chris Baskifi 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary— 

Please get rid of those 
blurple gym uniforms 

I've got a mountain of workout clothes in my closet: 
cool T-shirts I've collected over the years with the necks 
and sleeves painstakingly excised; an arsenal of wife-
beaters; sweet nylon pants with zip-down bottoms; 
thieved doctor's pants; bitchin' 
ripped Adidas shorts and practi-
cally an Eastbay catalog-full of Nike 
gear. But alas, this groovy workout 
wardrobe is about as useful as tits 
on a bull as long as I'm at Rice. 

Some of you may be wondering 
why this is, but if you've ever had 
the fortune (or misfortune) of 
using any of the facilities at Autry 
Court, you already know why we 
can't don our gay apparel when 
working out. It's because of that hideous rule that 
forces everyone attempting to engage in any form of 
physical activity within the decrepit confines of Autry 
to sport one of those horrifying "blurple" gym uni-
forms. Seriously, if our neighboring Houstonians didn't 
already think we were a batch of monster nerdlocks for 
merely attending Rice, they need only catch a glimpse 
of a couple of typical Owls bumping around the Outer 
Loop in those bad boys to confirm their suspicions. 

By now I'm sure you're all familiar with the drill. 
You head over to Autry for HPER 101, to hoop it up, 
to get in a pump session or perhaps for a game or two 
of badminton. Sure enough, you don't have to worry 
about getting any of your own clothes stinky and 
sweaty because our wonderful university, proving 
once again that it's always on the ball, happily 
provides — err, forces upon you — a beneficent roll 
of clean togs for you to soil at your leisure. 

Students, faculty, alumni, employees and even the 
occasional visitor must all participate in this grammar-
schoolian barter of ID-for-gym-uni that occurs 
whenever anyone dares use any of those so-called 
facilities. You flash your badge, state a size and 
perhaps exchange a pleasantry or two with a member 
of the fabulously friendly HPER window staff. In a few 
seconds, you're handed your very own basket of 
goodies, the likes of which you haven't seen since * 
your days of grab-ass in the junior-high locker room. 

Indeed, every time you're handed that roll you 
know there's a surprise waiting for you inside it, just 
begging you to make its horrifying acquaintance. It 
could be any one of these obvious culprits: built-in 
BO; a shirt with a neck-hole down to your belly 
button; shorts with the drawstring removed; perfo-
rated socks without the elastic to keep them up; a 
razor sharp jockstrap or the equally nefarious wet 
(undoubtedly toilet-dipped) lock-and-key."' 

You learn not to fret about the mismatched shirt-
to-short size ratio that inexplicably makes every top 
three sizes too large and every bottom three sizes too 
small. They must do this one on purpose fo ct)ver for 
our ungodly large tummies and inhumanly short 
gremlin legs. Either that or they think we enjoy the 
gratuitous crotch shots whenever somebody attempts 
to bench or, worse yet, stretch on the mats. 

But the Daisy Duke bottoms aren't only a problem 
with regard to the shorts. All you brave men who 
have ever slipped into an official Rice swimsuit know 
that those babies are pretty snug as well, as one of my 
more corpulent fellow students demonstrated a 
couple months ago in the locker room. Indeed, I will 
always chuckle at the memory of this heavyset fellow 
unknowingly splitting a huge crack in the Speedo 
material betwixt his Cheeks and faithfully proceeding 
to the pool area with his hairy butt exposed for all to 
see. 

Personally, I would rather skip the whole locker 
room scene in general. Now, I can't claim to have 
experienced what it's like in the female dressing 
areas, but I will say this: A men's locker room, 
especially the one at Autry, is not a pretty sight. I 
don't know about you, but I don't need to see my 
English professor letting it all hang out. I don't need 
to see a bunch of dudes lined up for the nightmarish 
"naked weigh-in." And I don't need to see the pimply 
kid from my psych class bare-butting the changing 
station in front of my locker. Sorry, that's just not my 
bag, and I doubt it's yours either. . 

So on behalf of all my colleagues in the Rice 
community, I ask — no beg — the powers that be, to 
please divest us of this unnecessary burden of 
inconvenience. Torch those gnarly blurple gym 
uniforms and let us take back our individuality. We're 
not in middle school anymore and we're not convicted 
felons. Give us the freedom lo choose our own 
workout gear. It is a simple freedom and one we most 
definitely cfeserve. 

Owls look for positives in recent struggles 
Injuries have hurt team's record but provided freshmen with valuable experience 

Chris Baskin is a Sid Richardson College senior. 

by Ryan Keedy 
THRESHER STAFF 

If you look at its record, the men's 
basketball team didn't have a very merry 
Christmas or a particularly happy New 
Year's. 

Since the beginning of December, 
Rice has defeated only Rockhurst Col-
lege and Northwestern State Univer-
sity. 

In the meantime, they have lost to 
Stephen F. Austin State University, the 
University of Houston, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Lamar University, Duquesne 
University, the University of Texas-Pan 
American, Southern Methodist Univer-
sity and the University of Tulsa. 

As a result, in the span of a month and 
a half, Rice's once-promising season has 
taken a turn for the worse. 

But the 2-8 mark the Owls accumu-
lated during that stretch does not tell the 
whole story. 

'We get experience to see 

what real conference 

basketball is about. We've 

all got a chance to start 

games and see what it's 

like to be in pressure 

situations.' 
— Brandon Evans 

Freshman center 
t 

"We're a lot better than we were a 
month ago," head coach Willis Wilson 
said. "Our defensive effort has been very, 
very good. The best example is that we 
held a Tulsa team to 67 points ... and 
they're a team that's been leading the 
league in scoring." 

Granted, the Owls did hold the Uni-
versity of Tulsa to 67 points, but the 19th-
ranked Golden Hurricane held Rice to 
just 49 in Sunday's regionally televised 
game. 

The loss, which dropped the Owls to 
0-2 in Western Athletic Conference play, 
was somewhat of a moral victory. Rice 
was,j5uppoged to lost^by much more but 
instead stayed with Tulsa until early in 
the second half. 

The Owls' inability to play well dur-
ing the game's final 19 minutes was a 
symptom of one of their main prob-
lems. 

"One of our weaknesses right now is 
c o n s i s t e n c y , " sen ior c e n t e r Alex 
Bougaieff said. "We play well in spurts. 
We just have to put it all together." 

The glue that would have gone a long 
way in helping is still not available. Jun-
ior forward Erik Cooper and junior guard 
Shawn Tyndell are still out with broken 
feet that were supposed to have healed 

«l qu.rf.ri~™ | 
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Junior point guard Mike Wiiks takes a jump shot against the University of Tulsa at 
Autry Court Saturday. Despite Wiiks' 17 points and five rebounds, the Owls lost 67-49 
to the 19th-ranked Golden Hurricane. 

by now. Instead, rumors have begun to 
swirl that one or both may be forced to 
redshirt the season. 

"Right now we're as healthy as we've 
been all year with the exception of 
Tyndell and Cooper," Wilson said. "In 
their case, they're a long ways away 
from being able to play. Shawn is fur-
ther along than Erik, but both are a long 
way away. They're probably all but out 
for the year." 

A silver lining to the injuries is that 
with two key starters out in an already 
freshman-laden team, the newcomers are 
getting a lot of playing time. 

The Rice start ing lineup has re-
sembled a game of musical chairs, and 
f r e e m a n fonvard Jay Christian and 
f reshman guard Robbie Hudson are 
the latest rookies to join Bougaieff, 
junior guard Mike Wiiks and sopho-

more forward T.J. McKenzie for the 
opening tip. 

"We get experience to see what real 
conference basketball is about," fresh-
man center Brandon Evans said. "We've 
all got a chance to start games and see 
what it's like to be in pressure situa-
tions." 

Ayoung team so saturated with fresh-
men needs to look no further for leader-
sh ip , g u i d a n c e and s u p p o r t than 
Bougaieff, the team's lone senior. 

So far, Bougaieff has liked what he's 
seen from the rookies. 

"All the freshmen have stepped it tip 
and done an amazing job," Bougaieff 
said. "They don't play like freshman. 
They're out they're busting their butts 
all the time." 

Freshman big-men Brandon Evans 
See BASKETBALL, Page 21 

Women's swim team enjoying hot streak 
bytlohn C. Chao 

THRESHER STAFF 

To say the women's swim team fared 
well during winter recess would be an 
understatement. To say the Owls washed 
away the competition would be much 
more like it. 

With an impressive victory in the four-
team San Diego Invitational Jan. 8 and 
with lopsided wins over the University of 
Houston and New Mexico State Univer-
sity. Saturday, the team has surprised 
even head coach Doug Boyd. 

"We swam better than I ever ex-
pected," Boyd said. Though Rice is usu-
ally regarded as a third-tier team, Boyd 
said this year's performances could el-
evate the Owls to the second tier. 

Sophomore Elizabeth Williams led the 
team at the cjpuble-dual meet at the Hous-
ton Pool by winning three events: the 
100-yard breaststroke, 200-yard breast-
stroke and 400-yard individual medley. 

The Owls beat the Roadrunners 67-41 
and stopped the host Cougars 89-48. 

" " Sophomore Aprtt Martm paced Rice-

to the team championship in San Diego. 
Martin, named the Western Athletic 
Conference women's swimming and div-
ing Athlete of the Week, won the 100-
yard backstroke, 200-yard backstroke 
and 200-yard flystroke. In addition, she 
anchored the winning 400-yard freestyle 
relay team. 

The Owls finished with 809, points 
while host San Diego was second. The 
University of Utah placed third and San 
Jose State University, a WAC school, 
finished fourth. 

Rather than having one or two swim-
mers blow the competition out of the 
water, the key to Rice's success has been 
its depth. Consistency, as a result, has 
been the team's best friend. 

"Although we don't have any great 
individual swimmers, everybody contrib-
utes," Boyd said. 

One main reason for the team's re-
cent success stems from the annual win-
ter recess "bonding" trip. This year, the 
Owls spent their vacation in San Diego 
where they trained diligently while grow-

l ing closer-a& teammates -and- fr-iendsr- - - -

The fruits of the hard labor have al-
ready paid off, Boyd said. 

"The best that we have ever swam 
was following the week of bonding," Boyd 
said. 

T h e team's two f reshmen, Mandy 
Mularz and Amber Castleberg, have 
also shouldered their share of the load. 
But both Mularz and Castleberg, who 
come from swimming backgrounds that 
were not as demanding as Boyd's, said 
they have had a hard time adjust ing to 
the high level of training and competi-
tion. 

Boyd feels that his rookies are do-
ing well but said he is concerned about 
how they will respond to the high-pres-
sure a tmosphere of the WAC Champi-
onships. 

The Owls will get a taste of that kind 
of pressure this weekend when they 
face three nationally ranked teams. They 
face Notre Dame University and North-
western University in South Bend, Ind., 
today and then square off against the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor 

-tomorrow; —1 
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Lady Owls ride roller coaster through winter recess 
by Jason Gershman 

THKKSHKK STAFF 

The women's basketball team 
began its Christmas break on a hot 
streak. But the Lady Owls' quickly 
cooled off as their play went from 
dominating to frustrating. 

From Dec. lltoJan.3,Riceranoff 
four straight wins in which the team 
outscored its opponents by a com-
bined 96 points. Since then, however, 
the shots have not fallen for the Lady 
Owls in consecutive road losses at 
the University of Maine Jan. 11 and 
the University of Tulsa Saturday. 

"Maybe we got a little loo confi-
dent and feeling too good after the 
four straight wins," head coach 
Cristy McKinney said. "Our prob-
lem in the past two games is just our 
intensity level." 

'We had a stretch of * 

four games where we 

not only played well but 

... also built up some 

confidence.' 
— Cristy McKinney 

Head coach 

"We have been shaky the last 
couple of games," seniorguard Maria 
Brumfield said. "We look forward to 
being able to count on seven or eight 
players each and every game, but 
right now we cannot even count on 
two. One day we all get fired up and 
are playing great, and the next day 
it's like we're zombies on the court." 

The Lady Owls' first chance to 
get back on track came late last night 
when they visited the University of 
Hawaii, the preseason Western Ath-
letic Conference favorite. Before 
departing for the Aloha State, the 
Lady Owls were excited about fac-
ing the Rainbow Wahine. 

"Hawaii was picked to be first in 
the WAC, but they already lost to 
SMU, so we know they are beatable," 
senior guard Jenny Cafferty said. "I 
still believe our team is headed in 
the right direction. The WAC cham-
pionship is definitely up for grabs." 

The Lady Owls won't have much 
hope of winning the conference title 
if they continue to shoot as poorly as 
they have during their losing streak. 

a 
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Senior guard Maria Brumfield runs the Rice offense against Illinois State University earlier this year. After winning four 
straight games, the Lady Owls had lost two in a row entering last night's conference contest at the University of Hawaii. 

They left for Maine last week riding 
the momentum of their four-game 
winning streak and took a 36-35 half-
time lead over the Black Bears, but 
18.2 percent second-half shooting 
led to a 70-51 defeat. 

The shooting woes continued in 
the first half of the team's WAC 
opener against Tulsa, and the Lady 
Owls trailed 38-26 at halftime. The 
second half began with a 'bang as 
Rice built a seven-point lead before 
running out of steam, missing key 
free throws and falling 59-58. 

'Tulsa was a very disappointing 
loss," McKinney said. "If we had 
played with more intensity in the 
first half, we would not have been in 
a situation where a couple of missed 
free throws costs us the game." 

The four-game win streak, which 
included home victories over Texas 
A&M Universityjan. 3, Florida A&M 
University Dec. 30, Cornell Univer-
sity Dec. 21 and the University of 

Texas-Pan American Dec. 11, had 
its share of highlights. 

Senior forward Kirra Jordan 
joined the 1,000-point club against 
UT-Pan Am and McKinney notched 
her 100th victory at the helm of the-
Lady Owls against Cornell. 

In addition, the Lady Owls edged 
the Aggies in a thrilling 60-57 victory 
when Cafferty nailed a three-pointer, 

her only basket of the game,«with 10 
seconds to go. 

"I was surprised coach put me in 
for the end of the game because I 
was feeling sick and had not played 
well up to that point at all," Cafferty 
said. "There's a certain play designed 
for me to take the three-pointer at 
the top of the key. When the ball 
went in, I was amazed." 

"I watch Jenny shoot it every day 
in practice," McKinney said. "Al-
though the play did not begin the 
way it was supposed to, the team did 
a great job ad-libbing and setting the 
necessary screens to get her open. 
She got the good look and knocked 
it down." 

At the time, it seemed everything 
was going well for Rice. 

"We had a stretch of four games 
where we not only played well but 
got real quality practice time in as 
'.veil." McKinney said. "We also built 
up some c o n f i d e n c e . " 

'One day we all get 

fired up and are playing 

great, and the next dax 

it s like we ' re zombies 

on the court.' 
— Maria Brumfield 

Senior guard 

Another highlight has been the 
play of freshman point guard Kim 
Lawson. Lawson began the season 
as a backup but has started every 
game since the season opener. She 
has adapted very quickly to leading 
the Lady Owls' offense and had a 
career-high 10 assists in the victory 
over Texas A&M. 

While the transition from scorer 
to passer is often difficult, Lawson 
has done just fine. 

"I chose Rice because I wanted to 
play," Lawson said. "My role has 
changed so much from high school. 
In high school, my team looked for 
me to score, while here I am looked 
at to get the ball to the players who 
will score. I am very happy to have 
the opportunity to help the team." 

GRE 
• Smaller classes mean better 

i 

results. 
• Princeton Review GRE students 

raise their scores an average of 
210 points*. 

Classes start January 27th. 

The 
Princeton 

Review 
(713) 6 8 8 - 9 5 0 0 

www. review, com 
J on a 1 9 ? t study conducted by ICR. Results iound«d to neoiesl actual s c a t . The ftinnlon is rail aHUiond with Pmneian Univtiuty o< {IS 

/ 7 i & 

Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza* 

5 8 1 4 Kirby In Rice Village 

(713) 4 3 2 - 7 2 7 2 

Rice University Specials 
1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $8.49 
1 X-large, 2 topping pizza, 2 Ltr. Coke $11.99 

Late Night Special - After 9 p- m. 
1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $7.99 

Play "Beat the Clock" Every Monday Night 
Get one large, one topping pizza, for: 

Order Time Price 

5:00 to 6:00 $5 .99 
6:00 to 7:00 . $6 .99 
7:00 to 8:00 $7 .49 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
dec. 2-jan. 16 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

TULSA 67 RICE 49 

Tulsa 
Rice 

26 
21 

41 
28 

67 
49 

Tulsa ( 1 6 - 1 , 2 -0 ) 
Coley 5-9 2-4 12. Kurtz 2-7 1-3 5. Harrington 7-8 5-
5 21. Hill 2-8 0-1 6. Heard 2-8 4-4 9, Davis 0- 0 0 
0. Swanson 2-2 2-2 7. Reed 1-1 0-0 2, Hooper 0 0 
O-OO, Shelton 1-31-23. Johnson 1 2 0-0 2, McDaniel 
0 0 0-0 0 
Total*: 23 48 15-21 67 

Rice (4-9, 0-2) 
McKenzie 1-4 5-7 7, Christian 3-4 0-2 8. Bougaieff 
4-9 2-2 10, Hudson 0-2 0-0 0, Wilks 6-15 5-8 17, 
Evans 0-2 0-0 0, Walton 1-6 0-0 3, Craig 1-4 2-2 4, 
Morgan 0-1 0-1 0 
Total*: 16-47 14 22 49 

Three-point goals — Tulsa: 6 -19 (Coley 0-2, 
Harrington 2-3, Hill 2-5, Heard 1-7, Swanson 1-1, 
Shelton 0-1); Rice: 3-13 (Christ ian 2-3, Bougaieff 0-
1, Husdon 0-1, Wilks 0-3, Walton 1-4, Craig 0-1) 

Rebounds — Tulsa: 27 (Kurt*6); Rice: 37(Bougaieff 
8) 

Assists — Tulsa: 17 (Kurtz 4); Rice: 8 (Wilks 3) 

Attendance — 3 ,441 

RICE 71 SMU 80 

Rice 
SMU 

22 
38 

49 — 
42 — 

71 
80 

RICE 62 TEXAS-PAN AM 72 

Rice 
Texas-Pan AM 

31 
36 

31 
36 

62 
72 

RICE 57 DUQUESNE 72 

Rice 
Ouquesne 

24 
3 3 

3 3 — 
39 

57 
72 

LAMAR 51 RICE 40 

Lamar 
Rice 

26 
18 

25 
32 

51 
40 

ROCKHURST 43 RICE 51 

Rockhurst 8 35 — 43 
Rice 17 34 — 51 

TEXAS A&M 56 RICE 53 

Texas A&M 37 19 — 56 
Rice 26 27 — 53 

RICE 71 HOUSTON 84 

Rice 29 38 4 — 71 
Houston 44 23 17 — 84 

RICE 71 STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 77 

Rice 28 43 — 71 
SFA 36 41 — 77 

NORTHWESTERN ST. 49 R5CE 52 

NSU 24 25 — 49 
Rice 19 33 — 52 

WAC STANDINGS 

(First record Is conference, second I t overall; stand-
ings through Jan. 19) 

Tulsa 
Fresno St. 
SMU 
UTEP 
San Jose St. 
Hawaii 
TCU 
Rice 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

2 - 0 16 - 1 
1 - 0 11 - 6 
2 - 1 14 - 3 
1 - 1 10 - 5 
1 - 1 10 - 7 
1 - 2 12 - 4 
1 - 2 10 - 9 
0 - 2 4 - 9 

RICE 58 TULSA 59 

Rice 26 32 — 
Tulsa 38 21 — 

58 
59 > 

RICE 51 MAINE 70 

Rice 36 15 — 
Maine 35 35 — 

51 
70 

TEXAS A&M 57 RICE 60 

Rice 29 28 ' 57 

Tulsa 29 31 — 60 

RICE 74 FLORIDA A&M 47 

Rice 39 
Florida A&M 21 

35 
26 

74 
47 

CORNELL 48 RICE 73 

Cornell 
Rice 

18 
36 

30 
37 

48 
73 

TEXAS-PAN AM 42 RICE 83 

Texas-Pan Am 14 
Rice 40 

28 
43 

42 
83 

MICHIGAN 63 RICE 47 

Michigan 29 34 — 63 
Rice 21 26 — 47 

MASSACHUSETTS 58 RICE 59 

Mass. 20 38 — 58 
Rice 33 26 — 59 

WAC STANDINGS 

(First record Is conference, second Is overall; stand-
ings through Jan. 19) 

SMU 
Tulsa 
Hawaii 
UTEP 
TCU 
Rice 
Fresno St. 
San Jose St. 

2 • • 0 9 - 5 
2 • • 0 6 - 8 
2 • • 1 10 - 5 
1 • • 1 4 - 10 
1 • 2 10 - 8 
0 1 8 - 5 
0 • • 1 7 - 8 
0 • 2 2 - 12 

HEABBRNGERS 

r / / i&ssuiui 

E T 

Tech heads 

Digital revolution courtesy of DSPs 
from Texas Instruments. j> Cool. 

You might be surprised to know that we tech heads and headbangers have 

something in common. Like a real appreciation for music, as well as for 

digital solutions. • At Texas Instruments, our digital signal processing 

(DSP) technology is a catalyst behind the digital revolution. For example, 

portable Internet audio players that deliver superior-quality digital music 

that you can connect with any standard, anytime, anywhere. • In addition, 

Tl DSPs are as diverse as the markets they drive. We're the driving force of 

the digital world, including 70% of the digital cell phones, the next 

generation of digital cameras, and even your Internet Service Provider - we 

can put more than six modem connections on one Tl DSP chip. • With 

nearly a 50% share of the DSP market, we set the future, and we invite you 

to explore it. Whether you want to be the next innovative software, DSP, or 

analog engineer; marketing guru; or sales leader, the future is no longer out 

there, it's here. Texas Instruments. Powerful. Programmable Engines of 

Intelligence. • We're the world leader in DSP and analog (the electronic 

components that feed the DSP). So get on-line with Texas Instruments. 

Non-tech heads are welcome, too. www.ti.com 
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INSTRUMENTS 

BASEBALL 

'COLLEGIATE BASEBALL' POLL 

(The 2000 Collegiate Baseball Division I Top 30 
Preseason Poll, y l th final records (or the 1999 
season In parentheses) 

1. Stanford (50-15) 
2. Cal. State Fullerton (50-14) 
3. Alabama (53-16) 
4. UCLA (31-31) 
5. Miami, Fla. (50-13) 
6. Florida State (57-14) 
7. Rice (59-15) 
8. Louisiana State (41-24-1) 
9. Georgia Tech (-38-20) 
10. Houston (40-24) 
11. Clemson (42-27) 
12. Texas (36-26) 
13. Tulane (48-17) 
14. Wichita State (59-14) 
15. Southern California (36-26) 
16. Baylor (50-15) 
17. Auburn (46-19) 
18. Texas Tech (42-17) 
19. Arizona (33-23) 
20. North Carolina (41-18) 
21. Texas A&M (52-18) 
22. Long Beach State (35-25) 
23. Oklahoma State (46-21) 
24. Florida (31-25) 
25. Notre Dame (43-1S) 
26. Pepperdine (46-16) 
27. Minnesota (46-18) 
28. Arizona State (39-21) 
29. South Alabama (39-20) 
30. Oral Roberts (46-15) 

'BASEBALL AMERICA' POLL 

(The 2 0 0 0 Baaebatt America Division I Top 25 
Preseason Poll) 

1. Stanford 
2. Cal. State Fullerton 
3. Alabama 
4. UCLA 
5. Miami, Fla. 
6. Houston 
7. Florida State 
8. Louisiana State 
9. Georgia Tech 
10. Baylor 
11. Southern California 
12. Auburn 
13. Wichita State 
14. Rice 
15.Texas 
16. Tulane 
17. Loyola Marymount 
18. Florida 
19. Arizona v 

20. Notre Dame 
21. Wake Forest 
22. Arizona State 
23. Central Florida 
24. Clemson 
25. South Carolina " 

WAC COACHES' POLL 

(The 2000 Western Athletic Conference Preseason 
Coaches' Poll, with first-place votes In parenthe-
ses) 

1. Rice (S) 
2. Hawaii (1) 
3. Fresno State 
4. Texas Christian 
5. San Jose State 
6. Hawaii-Hilo 

http://www.ti.com
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CARTER BROOKING/THRESHER 

Freshman swingman Nick Robison scores two of his 12 points against Texas A&M University Dec. 11. Despite a strong 
second half, the Owls fell 56-53 in a game played at Compaq Center, the home of the NBA's Houston Rockets. 

Owls look to get back on winning track 
BASKETBALL, from Page 18 
and Ferron Morgan have come off 
the bench to give the Owls a strong 
presence under the boards. 

Guard Michael Walton and for-
ward Kevin Craig, also freshmen, 
made big contributions earlier in the 
season when Bougaieff and Wilks 
went down with injuries. 

"[The freshmen] are making a 
lot of progress," Wilson said. "Col-
lege basketball is something you 
only get better at with experience, 
and they're gaining a lot of valuable 
experience. 

"None of the freshmen are as 
consistent as they will be a year or 
two years down the line, but they're 
a whole Jot more consistent than 
they were a month ago." 

So what do the Owls need to do to 
garner some wins? 

"We're not getting enough shots 
for the right guys,"Wrteon said. "And 
the turnovers continue to take us 
out'of a lot of games. When you're 

averaging 20 turnovers [per game], 
that's 20 possessions that we don't 
have an opportunity to get shots. If 

4 Winning cures all ails. 
I find that when you 
win games, things look 
a lot better. So right 
now, winning games is 
all we can do.' 

— Alex Bougaieff 
Senior center 

we can cut that in half, that's a 10-
point swing. A 10-point swing right 
now could be the difference between 
winning and losing." 

Wilson said the best place for his 

team to reverse its fortunes is at 
Autry Court, where they are 4-2 this 
year. 

"Another goal is to win at home 
to get some confidence for the 
young guys to believe in them-
selves and our system and the 
things that we're doing," Wilson 
said. "I think its really important to 
win at home and to go on the road 
and be able to stay in games and 
hang around and hope that our 
execution can help us steal a game 
on the road." 

For now, it seems the Owls would 
be happy simply to win one game. 

"Winning cure's all ai ls ," 
Bougaieff said. "I find that when you 
win games, things look a lot better. 
So right now, winning games is all 
we can do." 

Rice's first chance to break its 
losing streak came last night when 
they hosted the University of Ha-
waii, a Western Athletic Conference 
foe, at Autry Court. 

{INMIfllWOUKUNNOM 
Renewal Aid Applications Here 

$ w 

W a t c h y o u r m a i l b o x f o r r e n e w a l f i n a n c i a l 

a i d a p p l i c a t i o n s , o r p i c k u p p a p e r 

a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r 2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 1 i n t h e 

F i n a n c i a l A i d O f f i c e . W e b a p p l i c a t i o n s 

w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e J a n u a r y 3 , 2 0 0 0 a t 

www.ruf.rice.edu/-fina/ 

Welcome Back Party 
Join us for free food and music! 

Saturday, January 22nd 

3:30pm @ Ray Courtyard. 

Sponsored by Baptist Student Ministries, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 
and Reformed University Fellowship 

Caf fc i n e 
o C H , 

, s . 
O - ^ N 

Good 
Grades. 

Honest 
rice4ffi?eftfiPCe 66 Le. 

M-Th: Open 8am - midnight 
Friday: 8am - 5pm 

Sunday: 8pm - 11pm 

T h e c h a n c e o f a l i f e t ime — 
t w o weeks in G e r m a n y , all expenses p a i d ... 

a Germany Today" 
is a s e m i n a r s p o n s o r e d by the 

G e r m a n g o v e r n m e n t ' s Insti-

tu te for Fore ign Cu l tu ra l 

Re la t ions . T h e goa l of the 

p r o g r a m is to e x p o s e s tuden t 

journa l i s ts to G e r m a n history, 

pol i t ics a n d cu l tu re . Part ic i -

pan ts take g u i d e d tou rs a n d 

mee t of f ic ia ls f r o m E u r o p e a n , 

na t iona l a n d local gove rn -

men t a g e n c i e s a n d c o m m u -

nity o rgan iza t i ons , as wel l 

as the G e r m a n med ia . Th is 

yea r ' s p r o g r a m is s c h e d u l e d 

for M a y 15-27. Par t i c ipan ts 

wi l l v isi t Ber l in, W e i m a r a n d 

Frankfur t . Al l cos ts — 

ai r fare, l odg ing a n d f ood — 

are i nc luded in the p r o g r a m . 

To apply, e-mail German Department Chair Klaus Weissenberger at klatisw@ruf.rice.edu 
with the following information: 
— Name, age, phone number, address, major, and year 
-*r A brief paragraph listing journalism experience 
— In under 250 words, a description of how they would benefit from the program 
— First and second choices from the list of programs of study: 

1. Berlin: Building the New Capital 
2. Jewish Life in Berlin 
3. Migration in Europe 
4. Immigration and the Multicultural Society 
5. Political Landscape in Germany 
ft. United Germany: One Country, Two Cultures 

A p p l i c a t i o n s are d u e by 5 p . m . M o n d a y , Jan . 31 

afterlife! 

.Find it. 
Sell it. 

Trade it. 

www.bu f fa loexohango .onm 

-vjC ; \ e , V 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/-fina/
mailto:klatisw@ruf.rice.edu
http://www.buffaloexohango.onm
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Life after graduation: What's an academ to do? 
Jamila Nelson 

May 13,2000. While this date may not mean much to the majority 
ofstudents'at Rice, it brings a knowing smile to my face. For those who 
don't know, this is the day of commencement <•— the day we leave the 
comfort of Rice to pursue other goals; the day most seniors like myself 
are looking forward to* Others, however, are scared to death. 

Graduation signifies the end of life as we know it, and the time for 
us to move on to bigger and better things. Those of us who are 
academs are constantly labeled as academic inferiors who are des-
tined to land in one of only two careers: teaching or consulting. It is no 
coincidence that the people who tell us this are not academs. 

Teaching and consulting are not 
necessarily miserable choices. It 
may come as a surprise, but some' 
people actually enjoy them. Never-
theless, they are not the only choices 
we have. There are various other 
careers and opportunit ies that 
academs can take advantage of after 
graduation. 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

While most students aren't all 
that excited about taking on several 
more years of school, there are many 
who find the idea appealing. The 
choice to continue your education 
at the graduate level is difficult. You 
shouldn't do it just because you don't 
think there's anything else for you 
to do. 

Graduate school requires a great 
deal of time and commitment, like 
any job, only you have to wait longer 
to reap the benefits. People who go 
to graduate school go on to various 
careers, including some in profes-
sional and research fields, and yes, 
even in teaching. 

To find information about 
whether graduate school is right for 
you, try visiting the Web pages of 
specific institutions you might be 

interested in or try the Rice Career 
Services Center Web page at http:// 
www. rice, edu/projects/careers. 

If you're a senior and just starting 
this process, you're pretty late for a 
lot of grad school deadlines.. But if 
you're a junior considering going to 
grad school after next year, start 
surfing now. 

TECHNICAL CAREERS 

JUL 

Believe it 
or not, there is 
a place for 
academs in 
the technical 
world. Many 
h u m a n i t i e s 
and social sci-
ence majors 

go on to be technical writers, com-
puter programmers, systems ana-
lysts or Web-page designers, to name 
a few. 

Sometimes, only one computer 
course as an undergraduate can 
qualify you for a job in the field, and 
your company will train you. 

Remember, the important thing 
is to do something you like, whether 
or not it is directly related to your 
major. 

CONSULTING 

Consulting companies sell advi-
sory services to other companies. 
Some consulting involves training 
staff or management in diversity and 
motivation, accounting or computer 
systems analysis. 

A career in consulting, then, 
might involve working in a number 
of markets. Many consulting oppor-
tunities involve travel and change, 
so if you like being on the move, this 
may be the career for you. The big 
thing, however, is that prestigious 
consulting firms seek out Rice 
academs. 

FINANCE 

M a n y 
people think 
you need a 
business de-
gree to start a 

" career in 
banking, but 
this is not al-

ways the case. Sometimes a few busi-
ness courses or a double major in 
managerial studies will suffice. Large 
commercial banks .and firms may 
seem a bit intimidating to the non-
business major, but there are other, 
smaller companies that offer a wide 
variety of positions to people who 
are ready to learn. However, if you 
don't like the stability of doing the 
same thing every day, research the 
positions you are seeking very care-
fully. 

SOCIAL WORK 

This is suitable for people who 
are interested in promoting the wel-
fare of various groups and individu-
als. Because there are so many 
choices, the best thing to do is check 

out the Texas Department of Hu-
man Services Web page at http:// 
www.txserve.org/cnctpts/state/ 
tdhs.html. There are numerous 
choices of occupations within the 
field, some of which require gradu-
ate degrees in social work, but there 
is certainly room for employees with 
undergraduate degrees. 

EDUCATION 

That said, many students decide 
to go into various levels of teaching 
after graduation. In most stales, you 
need certification from the Board of 
Education. However, many states, 
Texas included, offer alternative cer-
tification programs in areas where 
teachers are greatly needed. 

Also, if you want to teach, but you 
don't want to do it forever, special.. 
programs like Teach for America 
.(http://www.teachforamerica.com) 
offer students the opportunity to 
teach for two years in regions of the 
country that desperately need teach-
ers. Programs like this give gradu-
ates the chance to explore the field 
and help kids at the same time. 

MARKETING/ 
ADVERTISING 

Marketing involves planning, 
conceptualization, sales and graphic 
design. The most important thing to 
do before entering one of these fields 
is research. 

You should be sure of your inter-
ests before you try to get a jgb in 
advertising or marketing. 

There are a number of opportuni-
ties for academs in these fields, but 
first, call someone who already 
works in the field. Ask her what it's 
like. That way, you can get a better 
feel for it before you make your final 
decision. 

SALES 

This is perhaps the broadest cat-
egory of the job market. Sales can 
include anything from management 
to retail. Most of these jobs, espe-
cially in entry-level sales, require 
great people skills and confidence. 

Be aware, however, that most 
entry-level sales salaries are based 
on commission. 

SUMMING UP 

Some students go on to be writ-
ers, singers, artists or entrepreneurs. 
There is more than one road to take 
after graduation. Being an academ 
does not limit your career options 
any more than being a science or 
engineering major does. It's up to 
you to decide what you want to do 
for the rest of your life, regardless of 
what others think. 

The important thing is to make 
an educated decision. Research your 
options. 

And don't let public opinion deter 
you. If your lifelong dream is to be a 
consultant, then do it. Somebody 
has to, so why not you? And once 
you make the decision, graduation, 
won't seem so scary after all. 

INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
EXTENDED 
1/28/00 .. 

Applications are still being accepted for the International Internship Program, a two-
summer internship program with top technical firms. Students accepted for internships will 
work one summer in the US and one summer in France, Germany, or the UK. 

A l l sophomore engineering and computer science majors are eligible to apply. 
<* ' 1c 

Students selected for an internship must enroll in the course, sequence "German/French for 
Engineers" (German/French 113-214) or demonstrate language proficiency. 

Partial list of participating companies includes 
Agilent Technologies 

Motorola 
,, , National Instruments 

Siemens Energy & Automation 
Compaq Computers " * 

Sohlumberger 
Mahle, Inc. , • 

Hewlett-Packard - -

n f Brown & Root/Halliburton 

/-applications available in the' Career Services Center, 
2nd Floor, Student.Center. ^ 

713/348-4055 

|F!T 
J!3* IC <? 1.. ,•» » If >1*9 to - r»'*u *4 I. *«•««!%» ftk1«t»1T*fc«t «lkl%kfckl«kU«»MS»kfc»«tft kaktffkkkb kktJl V.k.lNfc. 

http://www.txserve.org/cnctpts/state/
http://www.teachforamerica.com
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friday JAN 2 1 

Hear a lecture on EUROPEAN 
INTELLECTUAL HISTORY 
ent i t led "Hegel 's Theological and 

Rational Justi f icat ion of Civil Society." 

The lecture wi l l be given by New School 

for Social Research Professor Johannes 

Fritsche in Miner Lounge in the Ley 

Student Center from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Check wi th the Kinesiology Department 

for INTRAMURAL 
DEADLINES. 

Saturday JAN 22 

Enjoy the music of Bach, Schumann, 

Faure and Barber as baritone voice 

student Ryan Dohoney performs his 

JUNIOR RECITAL at a p.m. 
in the Duncan Recital Hall in the Alice 

Pratt Brown Hall. 

Sunday JAN 23 

The RICE ASSOCIATION OF 
TRANSFER STUDENTS 
returns wi th i ts first meeting at 6:30 

p.m. in Farnsworth Pavill ion in the 

Student Center. Contact Nancy Elliott at 

nelliott@rice.edu. 

The Friends of Fondren Library are 

sponsoring the RICE 
AUTHORS RECEPTION 
AND PROGRAM today from 3 

to 5 p.m. in the Kyle Morrow Room of 

Fondren Library. This event honors Rice 

faculty, staf f , alumni and members of the 

Friends of Fondren Library who published, 

edited or composed in 1999. Admission 

is free. 

Celebrate Tu B'Shvat, JEWISH 
ARBOR DAY. wi th tree planting 

and a free picnic in the park. Meet at 

Hillel (1700 Bissonnet) at 10:15 a.m. or 

at the Rice Memorial Center at 10:30 

a.m. Questions? Call liana at (713) 

526-4918. 

monday 
I A N 00. 

Calling all performers and art ists: Come 

entertain kids at the TEXAS a 
CHILDREN'S CANCER 
CENTER from 1 to 3 p.m. wi th JADE 

(Jewish Ar t i s t s /Ac to rs , Dancers, Etc.) 

Call Jill at (713) 807-9810 for details. 

REGISTRATION •* 
undergraduate and graduate students 

ends today, so make sure to sign up for 

those classes! 

The SOCIETY OF RICE 
UNIVERSITY WOMEN 
presents a lecture series wi th Sociology 

Professor Chandler Davidson at 

Farnsworth Pavillion in the Ley Student 

Center from 11:45 g.m. to 2 p.ml'" 

Contact Sally Yates at (281) 342-5997 

for more" information. 

Wednesday JAN 26 
Interested in architecture? Come to the 

lecture "LATIN AMERICAN 
ARCHITECTURE: A NEW 
GENERATION" by Miguel Adrio, 

editor of Arquine. The lecture will be 

held at 7:30 p.m. in the Brown 

Auditorium of the Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston. For t ickets and information, 

call (713) 348-4876. 

The President's Lecture Series continues 

wi th the annual Mart in Luther King 

Memorial Lecture 'TEACHING 
TOLERANCE." Morris DeeS" 

wil l speak today from 8 to 9:30 p.m. in 

the Grand Hall i n f f i e Rice Memorial 

Center. Admission is free, but seating is 

first come, first serve and begins at 7 * 

p.m. Contact Sue Deigaard at 

sjd@rice.edu for more information. 

JAN 27 tfaursday 
Need a job? Then come to the RICE 
COLLEGIATE JOB 
FAIR in the Grand Hall of the Rice 

Memorial Center from 12 to 4 p.m to 

discuss job opportunit ies wi th 

employers. 

friday JAN 28 

Today is the deadline for submissions to 

UNIVERSITY BLUE , the Rice 

literary magazine. Submit prose, poetry, 

ar twork and photography in the 

submission envelopes at colleges, or 

contact bartmess@rice.edu. 

Come to the SHABBAT at Hillel 

celebrating Tu B'Shvat. Services will be 

held at 6 :30 p.m., Kiddush and dinner at 

7:15 p.m. R.S.V.P. to Anna at 

afrankfort@houstonhillel.org. 

Cheer on the Rice Owls as they swim 

against Southern Methodist University at 
th? SWIM MEET at 7 P-m- in 

the Rice Pool. 

Today IS t h e DEADLINE FOR 
ADDING OR DROPPING 
courses without a fee. 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Rani Yadav, 
Calendar Editor, Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• by F A X to Rani Yadav, Calendar 
Editor, (713) 348-5238. 

• by E-MAIL to raniy@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 
available at the Student Act iv i t ies Office or 
on the Thresher off ice door. 

The DEADLINE for all i tems is 5 p.m. 
the Monday pr ior to publication. 

A B O O M I N G COLLEGE MINISTRY. . . 
FQR UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS AT RICE UNIVERSITY 

The College ministry of West University Baptist Church is realizing great growth as we move forward into a new 
semester and year. The class that started the 1999-2000 school year with an average attendance of 12 is now reaching 

some 40 college and med-students each week. West University Baptist has always had a heart to reach the students of 
Rice and is now finding ways to do so. 

Do you n e e d a r ide t o church? We have a shuttle 
that will pickyou up each Sunday morning at 9 a.m. in the 
Allen Center Parking Lot. 

Do you w a n t t e ach ing t h a t will chal lenge your 
fa i th? Are you searching for something more in your life? 
Professor of Chemistry, Dr. James TourwWl take you to the 
scriptures and show you how the Bible can have a powerful 
effect on your life while at Rice University. 

Are you h u n g r y fo r good mus ic a n d good 
food? Come each Sunday for a steady diet of praise music 
and great breakfast food. Breakfast is served from 9 a.m. to 
9.30 a.m. and it's FREE! 

The college Bible Study class meets each Sunday at 930 
a.m. in the West University Place Community Center facil-
ity located directly adjacent to West University Baptist 
Church at the intersection of Milton and Auden. 

It's easy to find. Just come down University Blvd. to 
Auden Dr. and go right. Park in front of the Baseball fields 
and the community center building. Stay for morning 
worship at 10:50 a.m. and enjoy the teaching of Dr. Barry 
Landrum. 

Also. Wes/ University BaptistChurch will kick-off a 
contemporary Praise and Worship service in mid-February 
at the 11 a.m. worship hour. 

COME A N D SEE WHAT GOD 1$ DOING HERE A N D BE A PART! 

Questions? Contact the church office at 713-668-2319 or e-mail Roger Patterson, Student Minister at 
rpatterson@wubc.org. 

mailto:nelliott@rice.edu
mailto:sjd@rice.edu
mailto:bartmess@rice.edu
mailto:afrankfort@houstonhillel.org
mailto:raniy@rice.edu
mailto:rpatterson@wubc.org
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A Backpage Retrospective: A look back at the front page headlines and 
Backpages of the last millennium o/Threshers 

Richard Smalley, two others wi^ 
Nobel Prize in chemistry 

Help Wanted 

E G O - C O N T A I N -
M E N T SPECIALIST 
w a n t e d . S t u d e n t 
n e e d e d to c o n t a i n 
growing, deadly spill 
on nor th side of cam-
pus . Should have at 
least two years experi-
ence in megalomania , 
m a s s i v e r e s e a r c h 
g ran t s and elevators to 
the moon. $6 /h r . Work 
s tudy p re fe r red . Call 
(713) 348-4801. 

£ m 

Have You Seen mis Man? 

Name: I forgot 
Age: Hell if I know 
Accomplishments: ??? 
Aw hell, neve r mind ... 

Rice scores second to last 
on fashion awareness test 

Rice s tudents got their first F. And that's not 
an F for fashion. That's an F for big, fat failure. 
In an nationwide survey, Rice s tudents proved 
they know nothing about c lothing d e s i g n e r s or 
what's in and what's out. Socks" with sandals are 
still a 10 oh the Rice meter <|f cool , fol lowed in 
coo lness by knee-length jean shorts, Hypercolor 
T-shirts and Keds. 

"Calvin Klein? H m m ... I've heard of him. 
Didn't he c o m e pp with s o m e really important 
mathematical theorem or something?" 

C Da, da, da, da, da, da — TJ Maxxl 7 ) 

Founding fathers submit misclass 
"I'm a regular playboy. I get laid a "Would you like to stroke my 
lot. Chicks really dig the whole 
electricity thing." 
— Ben Franklin 

silky,"white wig?" 
— James Madison 

"I like to make it big. Really big." 
— John Hancock 

"You'll never forget the guy who 
gave it to ya for the first time." 
— George Washington 

Kennedy makes famous 'space speech' at Rice 
Backpage scores an exclusive interview with JFK! 

Thresher: It's such a great honor to meet you, Mr. President. Tell me 
what ygy, think of this so-called moon challenge. 

JFK; Yeah, whatever. You know what we're both thinking of.. . sweet, 
sweet honeys. 

Thresher: No, Mr. President, I'm a little confused. 
JFK: This is a university, right? Where are the hot sorority sluts? 
Thresher: Mr. President, you do*realize this is Rice University. 
JFK: Yeah, what's yer point, sonny? Do you know who I am? I want 

some poopaloo. Quick, before Lyndon gets here and rains on my fun ... 

Inside: Build your own Moon-bot of Hatei 

Fondren Library, new center of education, dedicated 

Johannesburg Architecture?* 

A world leader in innovative 
architecture. Future projects include 
Sharpstown Center, the Fifth Ward 

- shantytown and Stop and Go. 
A 

Rice Student Association formed 
No comment: "Just too easy,"says Backpage 
T h e backpage declined to comment on anything this week, saying, 
"To make fun of the likes of the Student Association would be 
frankly, all too easy. Like we would actually lower ourselves that 
much by making fun of the SA ..." 

Misclass is coming back next week! Send it to backpage@rice.edu. 

A dimension not only of sight and sound, but of classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

N E W S E M E S T E R — New Job. $11 / 
h r base . By appt. 15 immedia te open- -
mgs. Scho la r sh ips awarded, flexible 
schedu les , r e s u m e exper ience , cus-
torner s e rv i ce / s a l e s . Condi t ions ap-
ply Hous ton : (713) 781-4181.N. Hous-
ton . - ' (281) 5 8 7-8 204>. http:// 
wo rkforstuden ts. com/n p 

UNIVERSITY BEACH Club is looking 
for spr ing b r e a k sa les reps to post 
flyers, Earn f ree tr ips & extra cash! 
Call today. (800) BEACH-BUM. 

TUTORS W A N T E D — Winn Tutor-
ing is h i r ing tu to r s for all middle and 
high school sub j ec t s . 'Ea rn $ 15-$ 17/ 
hour . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n is n e c e s s a r y . 
P l e a s e c o n t a c t D a v i d by e - m a i l 
david@winntutori71g.com or call (toll 
free) (888) 903-3230. 

MARKET RESEARCH Analyst — part-
t ime (flexible 12-15 h r s weekly). Du-
ties inc lude t r ack ing marke t activity 
for commerc i a l real es ta te in the a reas 
of multi-family hous ing , retail, office 
and industr ia l sec tors . P repare statis-
tical repor ts , d o c u m e n t current t rends , 
upda te and maintain da tabase and deal 
d i rec t ly with l e a s i n g / m a n a g e m e n t 
c o m p a n i e s . R e q u i r e m e n t s i nc lude 
g rea t c o m m u n i c a t i o n s skills, demon-
st ra ted analytical ability, s t rong com-
puter skills — Access , Excel, Word, 
etc. Grea t oppor tuni ty for a m a r k e t i n g ' 
or f inance major! Fo r our application 
p r o c e s s , p l e a s e e-mai l r e s u m e to 
blytle.@poconnor.com fax it to HR (713) 
686-3377. For m o r e information visit 
o u r W e b s i t e at : http:// 
www.poconnor.com. 

T U T O R FOR tv*o boys, sixth and ninth 
g rades , two or t h r ee evenings a week. 
Mus t b e s t rong in math and science. 
Galleria area. M u s t have own trans-
portat ion. Call: (713) 871-0913. Fax: 
(713) 871-0257. 

NANNY WANTED to sit with sleep-
ing child 3 or 4 nights per/wk. All 
comforts of home included. Bed, food 
and cable. 6 p.m. to 3 a.m. or when you 
wake. Will provide ride. Contact Bryan 
or Heidi (713) 524-2161. 

NANNY N E E D E D to provide after-
school child-care Mon-Fri. Must have 
car and baby-sitting references. Jobs 
available in your area. $8-15/hr. (281) 
578-5337. 

PART-TIME p e r s o n a l a s s i s t a n t 
wanted. Must be computer literate. 

'15-20 hours per week; flexible sched-

ule; work in River O a k s home; salary 
r ange — $15 to $18 per hour . Call 
(713) 501-8884 to schedule personal 
interview. 

W E S T UNIVERSITY resident seek-
ing child care f o r / ) 12-year-old girl. 
M u s t drive and pick up child after 
school. Help with homework. Hrs. 3:20-
6:30 p.m. Call evenings: (713) 667-0634. 

N O W HIRING: Managers , assistant 
manage r s , l i feguards, and pool atten-
dants . Paid training, flexible schedule . 
Lifeguard c lasses available. Apply on-
l ine : http:// www.greaterhouston 
pool.com. Contac t : Michel le Kruse 
Belyea, Human Resource /Safe ty Di-
r e c t o r (281) 8 7 6 - P O O L or e-mail 
michellebelyea@aol. com. 

YOUTH SWIM SCHOOL seeks front 
desk a t tendant . Must be extremely 
organized and efficient. Must love chil-
dren. M o n / W e d 12-7, T u e / T h u r s 10-
6, Fri 12-6. Lifeguard cert, a plus. 

FUN, CREATIVE work-study job! Col-
laborate with new Director of Finan-
cial Aid to c rea te c o n s u m e r publica-
t ions and PowerPoint presentat ions . 
$ 8 / h r . F o r d e t a i l s , s e e http:// 
www.ruf.rice.edu/ - f i n a / 
OFFICE_Admin _jobs.html. 

F O R G E T T H O S E cold tutorial ser-
vices. At h o m e is w h e r e it is at. High 
I.Q., l anguage learning di f ference 13-
year-old, looking for an Owl — my 
uncle is one — to crit ique, support , or 
fu r the r explain what I learn in every-
day school. I really care and welcome 
help. Hope you will c o m e to my house 
in Tanglewood. Will pay for t ime & 
mileage. (713) 622-8004 (home) or 
(713) 254-3382 (mobile) o r e-mail: 
DaDish 10@aol. com. 

EARN $ 1 0 / H O U R : Rice alum seeking 
conscientious and enthusiastic part-
time assistant to handle errands, cleri-
cal and house-related projects. Mu-
seum area. Flexible hours (20 hrs /wk 
over Xmas break; 5-10 hrs /wk later). 
Car and good driving record required. 
Call Susan at (713) 526-8279. 

EARN FREETRAVEL. CouncilTravel. 
the country's largest student travel 
company, is seeking college students 
i n t e r e s t e d in p r o m o t i n g Counci l 
Travel. Interested applicants fax re-
sume to (713) 743-2778 or call (713) 
743-2777. 

NANNY NEEDED for 3-year-old. Af-
, ternoons and some evenings. Light 

cleaning, cooking, car and references 

required. Foreign language, musical 
or artistic ta lents a plus. Call Cathy 
(281) 920-0249. 

T H E JOY SCHOOL, a private school 
for children with learning disabilities, 
is s eek ing qual i f ied, self-motivated 
t eache r s and ass is tants for g r a d e s K-5. 
Fax r e s u m e s / i n f o reques t s : (713) 523-
5660. 

YOUTH SWIM SCHOOL seeks part-
t ime swim instructor . Exper ience re-
quired. Tra ining provided. Flexible 
s c h e d u l e . Call (713) 626-7946 . 
Veronica or Chad. We need smiling, 
happy, responsible teachers . 

GENERAL OFFICE duty and answer-
ing phones for small law firm on Fri-
day a f te rnoons f rom 1 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m.; possible o the r a f te rnoons from 
time to time as well. If interested, please 
call me at (713) 880-8808 or fax your 
information to me at (713) 880-1417, 
and include salary r equ i rement s . 

HOUSING 

HOUSING FOR RENT: Bellaire 2 bed-
r o o m s / 1 bath. Big yard, safe neigh-
borhood. Pets OK. 10 minu t e s f rom 
campus ; window units; major appli-
ances; w a s h e r / d r y e r hookups . Perfect 
for r o o m m a t e s or mar r i ed couple . 
(713) 666-6449 (h) or (713) 435-4307 
(w). $650. 

CHARMING, NEWLY renovated stu-
dio ga rage apa r tmen t in pr ime West, 
University location. Private en t rance 
and deck. Cable, gas and electric in-
cluded. $475 /mon th . Please call (713) 
349-9645. 

Exce l l en t c o m p e n s a t i o n ! C o n t a c t 
Fairfax Cryobank at (713) 799-9937 
or e-mciil houstoncryo@aol.com. 

PROFESSIONAL Ph.D. couple seeks 
a'female s tudent / s ta f f willing to serve 
as donor. G e n e r o u s compensa t ion of-
fered. Must be be tween a g e s of 18-33 
and have had a success fu l pregnancy. 
Prefer atheletic person , attractive and 
good n a t u r e d / g o o d s e n s e of humor . 
Please call: (713) 627-0849 or (713) 

241-2785 or e-mail akatz@shellus.com. 
Thank you! 

NOTES AND NOTICES 

• S U M M E R M E N T O R S H I P S are avail-
able in Houston , Wash ing ton , D.C., 
New York and abroad for s t u d e n t s 
in teres ted in leadersh ip . At tend an 
information sess ion on Wed . Jan. 26 at 
7 p . m . in F a r n s w o r t h P a v i l i o n . 
www. >ice. edu/leadersh ip/sum mer. htm 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Rates forclassifed advertising 
are as fol lows: 

1 - 3 5 words; 
3 6 - 7 0 words: 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: 

$15 
$30 
$45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadli'ne is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publ icat ion. 

The Rice Thresher 
At tn ; Classifieds 

6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone:(713) 348 -4801 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any reason 
and does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WANTED: 50 ser ious people to lose 
weight fast, 100% natural, guaran teed 
and no exercising! Call (877) 838-3397 
(toll-free). 

A D O P T — Loving dad & m o m want to 
provide a child with lots of love, s t rong 
family values & Christ ian faith. Call 
Ka the r ine /Randy @ (800) 330-3903. 
W e care & want to help. 

ACT NOW! Last chance to reserve 
your spot for spring break! Discounts 
for 6 or more! South Padre, Cancun, 
Jamaica, Bahamas, Acapulco, Florida 
& Mardi Gras. Reps needed. Travel 
f ree . (800) 838-8203 . http:// 
www. leisuretours. com. 

SEMEN DONORS needed (between 
18-44 yrs) to assist infertile couples. 
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