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Man trespasses in 
Will Rice restroom 

by Olivia Allison 
I HRKSHKR STAFF 

Festival of Lights 
ROB GA DDI/THRESHER 

Students in Indian dress celebrate Diwali Night in a dance performance Nov. 5. Sponsored by the Souttfasian 
Society, Diwali Night took place at the Dell Butcher Hall amphitheater and the Grand Hall in the Rice Memorial 
Center. Festivities included an Indian dinner and dance performances. 

After seeing a man's hand slip 
past the curtain while she was show-
ering, Will Rice College freshman 
Mary Keegan said she is rethinking 
the idea that leaving the bathroom 
door unlocked is "more convenient." 

Campus Police responded to calls 
on both Sunday and Monday nights 
that a suspicious man was in the Will 
Rice third-door women's restroom. 
The card reader controlling the lock 
on the door had been broken since 
the beginning of the school year. 

Will Rice freshman Heather de la 
Garza entered the bathroom around 
10:45 p.m. Sunday and saw a man 
standing at the sinks. She closed the 
bathroom door, returned to her room 

and called the Campus Police 10 
minutes later. 

"1 was in shock about seeing the 
man, so 1 didn't call the police ex-
actly immediately," de la Garza said. 
"Also, my roommate was on the 
phone." 

According to Campus Police 
Chief Bill Taylor, an officer arrived 
within one minute of receiving the 
call. Campus Police canvassed the 
area for 30 minutes. However, po-
lice did not apprehend a suspect. 

The Rice University Police De-
partment dispatch log describes the 
sifspect .as a black male, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, in his late 20s with a 
shaved head. He was wearing a 
purple shirt and black pants, and 
carried a jacket. 

See POLICE, Page 7 

Meal plans reconsidered 
F&H explores expanding Sammy's hours, selection 

Drop, P/F deadline extended to today 
by Brian Stoler 

I 'HRESHER EDITORIALSTAKE 

by Laura Derr 
T H R E S H E R STAKE 

The pass/fail and drop deadlines have been ex-
tended until 5 p.m. today in response to problems re-
lated to the Registrar's Office's new computer system. 

Acting Registrar Barry McFarland said the deadline 
was extended to accommodate a delay in getting out 
freshmen midterm "pumpkin grades." The pumpkin 
grades that were supposed to be delivered fast week 
were delivered on Tuesday . McFarland said the 
Registrar's Office "did not want to penalize the fresh-
men" by charging them drop fees before they had,the 

opportunity to see their status in their classes. 
"For students who are not freshmen, this is a non-

event," McFarland said. "In reality we are just extending 
on a case-by-case basis for this week." 

Will Rice College junior Saad Mahmoud said he had 
no problems getting a class changed to pass/fail status 
Wednesday morning. "It was pleasant," Mahmoud said. 
"There wasn't a line." 

Hanszen College junior Alisa de Luna, who works for 
the Cashier's Office, said freshmen have been agitated 
because the midterm grades have been so late coming 
out. 

See EXETER, Page 8 

Food and Housing is investigat-
ing how to restructure students' meal 
plans to reduce time in line and im-
prove the quality of the food. 

Food and Housing Director Mark 
Ditman said F&H is also consider-
ing expanding Sammy's to include 
convenience store items and length-
ening its hours. 

The ideas are preliminary* and 
under discussion, Ditman and As-
sistant Director of Food Operations 
Matt Morgan said. Both said stu-
dents' feedback will be important in 
considering any changes. 

The goals of reducing lines and 
improv ing food could be bes t 
achieved by making meals self-serve 
and a fixed price per meal, Ditman 
said. He said two models for this 
type of food service are at Harvard 
University and the University of 
California at Los Angeles. 

Will Rice College has adopted 
self-service dining this year as an 
experiment. Response to the trial 
has been overwhelmingly positive. 
"Self-serve is awesome," Will Rice 
freshman Jordan Vexler said. "I can 
get the amount that 1 want." 

Will Rice junior Patrick Quayle 
said the changes have sped service. 

See MEAL, Page 9 

Campus Directory will arrive late 
by Emily Meyer 

T H R E S H E R STAKE 

After a delay of several weeks, the Campus 
Directory's arrival date remains uncertain. 
Assistant Director for Media and Student Life 
Jen Cooper, the directory's coordinator, said 
they might arrive before Thanksgiving. 

Cooper said the reason for the delay is that 
the Registrar's Office has yet to submit the 
data necessary for the directory's student list-
ing. The directory will be ready to print if the 
current proof of student data is successful, she 
said. 

The Registrar's Office is late primarily be-
cause of "a communication problem, qot a 
technica l one ," Act ing Regis t ra r Barry 
McFarland said. He said he thought Cooper 
had received the software program designed 
to move the data over a month ago. 

"In the mess of everything going on, we 
didn't tell each other," McFarland said. "I'm 
very sorry, but it can happen any year." 

However, Cooper said that she, McFarland 
and Associate Registrar Laura Branch corre-
sponded by e-mail on a weekly basis. 

The Registrar's Office is currently working 
to correct the student data, according to 
McFarland. After proofreading the directory 
Monday, he estimated that about 8 or 10 per-
cent of the student phone numbers were in-
correct. i 

Many of these are the permanent home 
numbers of off-campus students appearing 
where their current, local numbers should be. 

McFarland attributes these errors to the 
newly upgraded computer system, Exeter, 
which' the Registrar's Office began using in 
August. "Sometimes the old and new systems 
don't match," he said. 

He explained that the new program for 
student data is more complicated because it 
can accommodate more information. 

According to Cooper, the upgrade will en-
able the inclusion of students' cellular phone 

See ONLINE, Page 9 

Snow in Houston? 
MAR TAM,-THRESHER 

The Rice campus saw snow Nov. 6 at a joint study break for Jones and Lovett Colleges. 
Students threw snowballs and made snow angels on a warm, sunny afternoon after a 
rented snow machine dumped the white stuff on the playing fields by Jones. 

INSIDE 

Theater overtakes campus: Five shows are playing this weekend — See reviews, Pages 12-13 
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OPINION Page 4 
Death penalty point/counterpoint 

LIFESTYLES Page 17 
Self injury: One student's story 

SPORTS Page 19 
Owls prepare to host UTEP 

ABI COHEN/THRESHER 

Wiess Tabletop Theater 
presents the poignant 
comedy Brighton Beach 
Memoirs by Neil Simon. 

MONDRO BARMAN/THRESHER 

Baker College Theater 
opens Camelot, its first 
musical in history, this 
weekend. 

LIZZIE TAISHOFF/THRESHER 

Chess, at Lovett College, 
is a Cold War tale with a 
score composed by 
members of Abba. 

LIZZIE TAISHOFF/THRESHER 

The Hanszen musical Guys 
and Dolls opened last 
weekend and runs for the 
next two weeks. 

ROP GADDI/THRESHER 

The murder mystery 
Postmortem, the second 
Rice Players play of the 
season, opened yesterday. 

Friday 
Partly cloudy, 60-82 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy. 59-82 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 62-81 degrees 
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Rethinking adviser 
salary funding 

W h e n the position of s tuden t organizat ions staff assistant was 
c rea ted , the job was a clerical one, in tended to provide office suppor t 
to b l anke t tax organizat ions such as the Student Association, the 
Rice P r o g r a m Council and the Campanile. T h e blanket tax organiza-
t ions w e r e collectively respons ib le for 50 percent of the assistant 's 
salary — properly so, cons ider ing the amount of work the assistant 
did specifically for these organizations. 

Today, the position is m o r e advisory than secretarial. T h e assis-
tant he lps with the bank accounts for over 150 s tuden t organizations, 
admin is te r s the Pres ident ' s P r o g r a m m i n g Fund, t rains club treasur-
e r s and he lps coordinate Orientat ion Week . 

But the b lanket tax organizat ions still pay 40 percent of the 
posi t ion 's salary. T h e SA's sha re is m o r e than $7,000 yearly — a 
whopp ing 61 percen t of the g roup ' s b lanket tax funding. Th i s is 
m o n e y that we, as s tudents , pay towards the assistant 's salary. 
Incidentally, the position is the only one of all faculty and staff 
posi t ions at Rice that is f unded directly by s tudent money. 

Because of the changed na ture of the job; the staff assistant 
position has been — deservedly — raised to the level of assistant 
director . In the convoluted Rice h ie ra rchy of titles, this will mean an 
increase in the position's salary. 

But, also because of the job 's nature , Rice should pick up the tab 
for t he employee ' s salary. T h e S A — a n d o ther blanket tax g roups — 
should not be requi red to pay for an employee that actually works for 
a p le thora of small s tuden t organizations. 

For the administrat ion, $7,000 is a drop in the bucket . But for the 
SA, it 's a substantial part of a limited annual budget . T h e administra-
tion should pay for the position, and the SA and o ther blanket tax 
organizat ions should devote those f u n d s to worthwhile c a u s e s — o r , 
be t te r yet, r educe the unde rg radua t e blanket tax. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Looking forward 
to light rail 

It looks like the sprawling, car-crazy mons te r that is Houston has 
finally me t its match. 

Hous ton is finally get t ing light raik T h e city has thought long and 
hard about implement ing a rail sys tem — no o ther city in the United 
Sta tes ha s writ ten as many proposals or commiss ioned so many 
s tud ies on this form of m a s s t ransportat ion. But it looks like it's 
actually going to happen this t ime. 

T h e Metropoli tan Trans i t Authori ty has approved the concept, 
and the public s e e m s to like it as well, even though for some s t range 
r eason we' re legally ba r red f rom voting on it. Even the federal 
g o v e r n m e n t likes it — they ' re giving Met ro a $1 billion gran t to help 
cons t ruc t the line. 

So wha t does all this m e a n for Rice? Well, hopefully, less worry 
about driving on Main Street . T h e l ight rail line will take thousands 
of ca r s off the s t ree t s in the adjacent T e x a s Medical Center . Wha t ' s 
more , s tuden t s without ca r s will have grea te r accessibility to the 
M u s e u m District and downtown Houston. And to top it all off, the air 
in this part of town will be a little bit c leaner due to decreased 
automobi le traffic, so maybe those Envi Club folks won't have to jog 
with g a s masks . ^ 

W e hope that Rice s tuden t s will b e c o m e involved in the munici-
pal-level d iscuss ions su r round ing this project. Th i s line could pro-
foundly affect c a m p u s life, and we should use the possibilities to our 
bes t advantage. 

Not making the grade 
Somet imes , o the r people 's inconveniences can work to your 

advantage . While we all surely sympath ize with a professor who ge t s 
jury duty, we ' re even m o r e sympathe t ic to the extra hou r of sleep 
we'll ge t f rom not having to m a k e tha t p e s k y 10 o'clock class. 

Such is the c a ^ 6 i t h t he recen t p rob lems in the Registrar 's Office 
— it's inconvenient that n o n e of us really know wjhat c lasses we ' re 
"officially" taking, and it 's about impossible to fincl the p h o n e num-
b e r of an off-campus s tudent . But w e all got an ext ra week to decide 
which c lasses we want to take. 

So, while we ' re concerned , and slightly peeved, that this brilliant 
new sys tem doesn ' t entirely work, we ' re thankful to the regis t rar 
that Exe te r ' s b u g s weren ' t taken out on the s tudents . 

Drinking can kill 
To the editor: 

Let's pretend for a moment. It's 
Friday morning. On your way to 
class you swing by the pommons, 
pick up some OJ, a banana-nut bagel 
and a Thresher. The front page 
catches your eye: "Student dies; cam-
pus goes dry." What? Our precious 
alcohol policy? Gone? How does a 
student die at a Rice party, you won-
der. How could this happen? 

It would be understandable if she 
died by slipping in the two-inch-deep 
pond of beer that is a trademark of a 
private party. It would be surpris-
ing, shocking if she died when an 
intoxicated non-Rice student busted 
through the door, pullecl^ut a gun 
a n ^ t a r t e d shooting. 

But at least those events would 
be out of our control. But what if she 
died of alcohol poisoning from the 
alcohol that one of your friends 
served her? 

Most of you will dismiss this as 
hypothetical. After all, we're respon-
sible. We're safe. We're in the 
hedges. We're at Rice. We drink, 
but we don't drink. It's just what you 
do when you're in college. 

I've started wondering if one of 
us has to die before the student 
body becomes aware of the exces-
sive drinking on campus. We've seen 
KPRC report on binge drinking. 
We've laughed because, after all, it's 
KPRC — they would report on dogs 
that wear bras. * 

You might have even seen some 
reputable news stations report on 
deaths across the country due to 
alcohol poisoning at college. But 
have you ever associated last 
Friday's college night, when you 
spent the hours from 8 p.m. to 1a.m. 
making sure your roommate didn't 
vomit bile or lie on her back and 
choke to death, with the words 
"binge drinking"? 

Or, let's try alcohol poisoning. 
Almost every one of us has seen a 
case of it to some degree. Alcohol 
poisoning isn't just when you black 
out and are sent to the hospital. It's 
also when you go back to your room 
and throw up in the toilet. 

Why do we accept this as a norm? 
Why do we think of this as fun rather 
than as a problem? Are we so self-
centered that we would respond only 
to threats of our university going 
dry? Does it bother anyone besides 
me that EMTs are repeatedly called 
because someone drank past the 
tired stage, past the buzzing stage, 
past the drunk stage, and right into 
the courting-death stage? And please 
don't tell me that they just need to 
learn Jiieir limits. Death does not 
need to be learned. 

I'm lucky enough to be at the 
"family college," aka Hanszen Col-
lege. Here at the family college, 
freshmen are encouraged by a se-
lect few upperclassmen to compete 

shot-for-shot with tequila after they 
take their first physics test. 

The resident associates disap-
prove. The masters disapprove. 
Many students think it is the stupid-
est idea ever. Advisers become des-
ignated drunksitters for the night, 
and are considered responsible at 
some level for dogging their fresh-
men to make sure they don't kill 
themselves. Is this how we intro-
duce students to stress relief tech-
niques and responsibility? 

Not too long ago, four students 
went to the hospital because of alco-
hol poisoning. On the white board of 
one student's room, someone left an 
almost congratulatory tribute for this 
fallen soldier. Well, congratulations, 
you almost killed^yourself. Next 
weekend, let's jump off different 
floors of Sid Richardson College for 
a rush. 

Drinking to excess happens a lot 
at Rice. It's called binge drinking. It 
is a problem. I hope it doesn't take 
someone dying — or the campus 
going dry — for the student body to 
realize what we're doing to our-
selves. 

Sarah Ricord 
Hanszen senior 

Clarifying hunger 
awareness activities 
To the editor: 

November is designated by the 
Rice^tudent Volunteer Program as 
Hunger Awareness Month. I would 
like to make the goals of the events 
more clear in order to clarify past 
misconceptions. 

The Hunger Banquet on Tues-
day is a dramatization of the un-
equal distribution of food resources 
around the world, to see more clearly 
the strong divisions between the few 
who have and the many who do not. 
There will be guest speakers such 
as Linguistics Professor Spike 
Gildea and a speaker from a local 
organization. 

The Hunger Fast, a 24-hour hia-
tus from everything but water, be-
gins Wednesday at 7 p.m.. Money 
from the uneaten meals will be taken 
from the participants' meal fcards 
and donated to hunger relief. This 
week will also be an opportunity to 
donate money from their meal cards. 

Although a 24-hour fast is not 
something that every student should • 
participate in, it is something to con-
sider. 

The fast will be broken Thursday 
at 7 p.m. with Break the Fast, which 
will enable participants (and anyone 
interested) to share food and relate 
their experience with fasting. 

We do not naively believe that 
these events will end world hunger. 
What thos£ who participate do be-
lieve is that the first step to finding 
solutions is education. We simply 

want the Rice community to learn 
more about the pressing problems 
of hunger and homelessness, and to 
contribute in whatever possible way 
to make these problems less severe. 

Please take time this month to 
think about how you can be a part of 
that education process. 

Lydia Baldridge 
Mess sophomore 

Hunger and Homelessness 
Committee Chair 

Rice Student Volunteer Program 

Mandela award 
smacks of hypocrisy 
To the editor: 

How did Shell Oil Co. go from 
being a primary supporter of apart-
heid to sponsoring an award for 
Nelson Mandela? James Baker's 
presentation ceremony was in bad 
taste. It is no less preposterous than 
if Marlboro presented prizes to 
smokers who survive lung cancer. 

Nick Cooper 
Wiess '91 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Le t t e r s to the edi tor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by email. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion ,dat§. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• Le t t e r s should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both contenf&nd length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
theThresherat (713) 5274801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
availably for $40 domesticand 
$90 international via first class 
mail. 

Advertising 
m We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 
information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Shut up! 

Keeping a leash on Barnes & Noble 
S o t h e administration says the 

-$>ookstore is inadequate. 
OK, I'm willing to go along with 

that. I'm not sure how much more 
s tudents need to use the 
bookstore, and I have no 
idea about the needs of 
professors. So for the sake 
of argument , I'm willing 
to assume that something 
needs to be changed. 

The main proposal the 
administration seems to 
be considering is to con-
tract out bookstore ser-
vices to a retailer such as 
Barnes & Noble. 

It seems fairly unclear 
so far what Barnes & Noble would 
do to accommodate academic needs, 
but regardless, a lot of people will be 
against this proposal and not with-
out some justification. a 

The presence of a corporate book-
store at Rice will cheapen the uni-
versity. Any intrusion of a profit-
motivated company into the affairs 
of a university takes something away 
from the commitment to academics 
an institution should have. 

And let's not talk about whether 
that commitment actually exists. It's 
enough to say that the profit motive 
does not belong at an institute of 
education. 

Besides, Barnes & Noble is basi-
cally crap. T h e way they treat the 
bus iness of knowledge is crap. And 
Barnes & Noble's near-exclusive use 
of Ingram as a book supplier, com-
bined with its t endency to run 
smaller bookstores out of business, 
has severely impacted the success 

Daniel 
Mee 

of small publishing companies that 
are not 'served by Ingram, and thus 
the ability of unknown authors to 
acquire publishing contracts. 

Having said that, I'm 
not sure that a big new 
bookstore is such a bad 
idea, provided that some 
requirements are met. 

First, if the bookstore 
is a Barnes & Noble store, 
it should have a minimi!# 
p r e s e n c e on c a m p u s . 
This means locating the 
store off-campus. Some 
people might whine about 
the inconvenience, but I 
don't care. I don't know 

w h e r e t h e Rice p r o p e r t y on 
Greenbriar Drive is, but virtually all 
of Greenbriar is within walking dis-
tance, as .long as you're not ex-
hausted from running in a circle for 
an hour. 

In addition, Barnes & Noble 
should not be given any free adver-
tising on campus. I won't go so far as 
to say the shopping bags should say 
"Rice" and not "Barnes & Noble," 
but I don't want to see any of those 
damn green signs advertising the 
latest Oprah book. 

Second, the store should not be a 
regular Barnes & Noble. That means 
no music department, because their 
music departments are offensively 
worthless. 

That also means no Starbucks. A 
coffee bar in the campus store will 
be too much of a threat to the Coffee-
house, even if the store is off cam-
pus. Plus, screw Starbucks,. 

Associate Vice President for Fi-

nance and Adminis t ra t ion Neill 
Binford has already said the exist-
ing staff will be rehired. Good. 

But as far as books go, a new store 
probably won't do any harm to us, 
the students. Barnes & Noble's or-
ders come in very quickly. I have a 
hard time believing that prices will 
go down, as Binford seems to think, 
but they should not go up, since 
they are sold at cover price now. 

The profit motive does 
not belong at an 

institute of education. 

There is only one other problem 
with this idea: The campus store will 
be unable to provide midday candy. 
This service is absolutely essential 
to the integrity of Rice as an institu-
tion! M u s t . . . have ... candy ... 

A clear solution presents itself: 
Have the CoffeeTiouse do it. The 
Coffeehouse already has staff and 
organization, and kids who have 
meal plans don't have to use real 
money! Find a way to give the Cof-. 
feehouse enough extra space to sell 
candy and soda. 

Then everything will be OK and 
we can create a campus of pigs! War 
will be abolished!The tyrannical will 
be brought to justice! Free love! 
Wheeee! 

D •niel Mee is a Baker College sopho-
more. 

Try this column 

South College :Wiess College from the start 
In just a few days, the parking lot 
behind Hanszen College will be bull-
dozed, and the construction of the 
new Wiess College will begin. So I 
think now is an appropri-
ate time to remind every-
one how the conception 
of this college went con-
tinually against the wishes 
of the students. 

Throughout the plan-
ning process, the admin-
istration worked to con-
v ince s t u d e n t s tha t it 
cared about their opin-
ions, but then continued 
with its original plans. 

It all started over a year 
ago when I was first introduced to 
the word "servery." At the time, it 
never occurred to any of us that 
there was something between the 
commons and the kitchen, or that 
this thing could have such a weird 
name, or that it could be joined. But, 
it all meant change, and we didn't 
like the sound of that. 

So a group of students, mostly 
from Wiess and Hanszen, met with 
m e m b e r s of the administration and 
with the architect designing the new 
South College. 

It was an odd spectacle. First, the 
architect spoke for a long time, dem-
onstrat ing that he had p.ut a lot of 
time, energy and soul into his de-
sign. And then we nitpicked. 

We asked a lot of questions about 
tiny details that we really cared 
about, like how family-style would 
work, how it would affect Orienta-
tion Week, how many card readers 
there would be, etc. The answers 
were satisfactory at best: T h e group 
ei ther dismissed the questions out-
right or came up with answers on 
the fly. 

Tlie s tudents came away feeling 
their quest ions had been poorly an-
swered, and the administration came 
away thinking the s tudents were 
asking stupid questions. 
* A majority of the s tudents at the 

meeting objected to the joint servery, 
bu t t h e proposa l passed unani-
mously in a vote the following month. 

T h e second case of administra-

Gordon 
Wittick 

tiv'e chicanery came in March, when 
we learned that Wiess would not be 
rebuilt immediately after its demoli-
tion. Instead, the building would be 

used as storage and of-
fice space. 

Immediately after the 
news broke, Wiess held 
an emergency meeting to 
deal with this issue. After 
much deliberation, the 
s t u d e n t s of Wies s re-
quested that South Col-
lege be made Wiess per-
manently. And the admin-
istration agreed. 

Victory for the stu-
dents? 

Maybe not. Since last April, it has 
become abundantly clear that there 
were never any plans to rebuild 
Wiess i n the first place. Consider 
the evidence: 
• North College became Martel 
College very quickly, but South Col-
lege was never named, even though 
it would be built first. 
• The number of students currently 
forced to live off-campus does not 
justify building two new colleges. 
• There ' s barely enough money to 
build South College. A new Wiess 
hardly fits in the budget. 
• Last, May, the design of the new 
servery was changed to accommo-
date only two colleges, with an op-
tion to add on servery space if a third 
college is built. It is unlikely that the 
university will renovate the new 
servery so soon after its construc-
tion. If there are any plans to build a 
tenth college, it won't be built for a 
long time. 

The most recent administrative 
fl imflammery was the announce-
ment that Hanszen House and Wiess 
House would switch, because there 
isn't enough money to build a new 
Wiess House. 

It seems odd that there 's not 
enough money for a new Wiess 
House when there 's so much ques-
t ionable cons t ruc t ion going on. 
There ' s already a plan to demolish 
the 12-year-old Hanszen servery and 
rebuild it 10 feet to the west. And 
there 's already«plenty of money be-

ing spent on expensive features for 
the new college. 

When the students at Hanszen 
learned that their masters ' house, 
an integral part of the college, was 
being relocated, many became out-
raged. 

And then they did nothing about 
it. There really wasn't anything they 
could do; the Board of Trustees had 
already approved a plan to switch 
houses months before most students 
knew about it. 

By now it seems pointless for 
students to voice their opinions, and 
a mockery for the university .) ask 
for them. If nothing else, the new 
Wiess reminds us just how much 
influence the student body has on 
the shape of the Rice campus. 

Gordon Wtttick is opinion editor and 
a Hanszen College junior. 

The emperor wears no clothes 

Confronting the salary gap 
Attending an elite univer-
sity can be a lot of fun, what with 
a filthily large endowment and 
six-figure salaries in our not-too-
distant futures. But the 
best part is the simple 
opportunity to revel in 
elitism, to bask in the 
k n o w l e d g e tha t no 
matter what standard 
you use, we're most as-
suredly be t te r than 
those people at other 
universities. 

T h i s is why the 
Wall Street Journal has 
managed to catch me 
off guard. In its Oct. 6 
Texas Journal section, the Jour-
nal reported that Texas colleges 
and universities were experienc-
ing a wave of gender-based dis-
crimination cases. 

Four cases are up for consid-
eration at Baylor University. And 
a woman just won $110,000 from 
a suit she filed against the Uni-
versity of Texas Heafth Science 
Center in San Antonio. 

James 
Dailal 

Apparently, we're 

elitist in more ways 

than we realized. 

The complaints all stem from 
a basic institutional anachronism: 
Equal pay for equal work is still a 
thing of the future at many Texas 
colleges and universities. Women 
are still making far less than men. 

Ordinari ly, eli t ists like us 
could sit back, have a Coke and a 
smile and laugh at our not-so-
special par tners in academia. 
Nobody has sued anybody for 
salary inequity here in the past 
few years, and Rice went unmen-
tioned in the entire text of the 
Journal article. 

Unfortunately, we can't afford 
such disinterest, because along-
side if.s article the Journal printed 
a chart listing average faculty 
salaries at Texas universities. 
(The numbers come from a 1999 
study by the American Associa-
tion of University Professors.) 

Apparently, we're elitist in 
more ways than we realized. Add 
"Largest . Dif ference Between 
Average Male and Female Fac-
ulty Salaries" to the appellations 
on our already crammed resume. 

At Rice, the average male full 
professor earns $99,500 a year. 
An average female full professor, 

however, takes away $80,900. 
And while we would hope this is 
merely a holdover from less en-
lightened times, the trend con-

t inues for assoc ia te 
professors. Male asso-
ciate professors earn 
$65,300, compared to 
the female associate 
professor 's $60,400. 

There are two pos-
sible reasons for the 
salary g-ap.'The first is 
that Rice simply pays 
w o m e n — equa l ly 
qual i f ied in exper i -
ence, educat ion and 
published work — less 

than it pays men. 
That doesn ' t seem all that 

likely, however, because our fe-
male professors, like the rest of 
the Rice community, are a fair bit 
sharper than your average cab 
driver. If such blatant discrimi-
nation as that existed, someone 
would have filed an embarrass-
ing complaint or two. 

The other possibility, then, is 
that Rice's hiring policies fail to 
provide sufficient opportunities 
for female faculty to attain upper-
level positions. After a quick 
glance through the faculty list-' 
ings, that notion seems far more 
plausible. 

Ma le facu l ty o u t n u m b e r 
women in virtually every depart-
ment, most egregiously in the 
engineering and natural science 
fields. In a f r ightening super-
majority of departments, the dis-
tinction "chairman" would be 
fully as accurate as "chair." And 
last year, the Philosophy Depart-
ment did ro t employ a single fe-
male professor. 

So Rice may, in fact, provide 
equal pay for equal work. But 
when we do not offer equal work 
to begin with, our commitment 
to equality is still suspect. 

And it will probably .take a 
while for Rice's salary inequity to 
subside. First, it is difficult to 
imagine professors who make 
$60,400 (let alone $80,900) start-
ing any kind of concerted rebel-
lion. "Comparative oppression" 
as an impetus for rev&lt'is usually 
hard to sell. 

In addition, those seek ing 
change will have to prove thai 
Rice itself will actually benefit 
from behaving more equitably. 
Moral 'Superiority alone is not 
enough. 

You might think I'm contra-
dicting that sentiment simply by 
writing this column. Clearly, any-
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Point/counterpoint 

Retribution and deterrence: Exploring capital punishment 
Heinous crimes require us to inflict severe punishments 
Society is often forced into the regret-
table position of determining what to do with 
those who refuse to follow its laws. The mat-
ter of which punishments to use and when to 
use them is and has always been 
the source of great controversy. Of 
all of the punishments still em-
ployed in the United States, none is 
a source of greater discord than the 
death penalty. 

The basic justification used by 
proponents of the death penalty is 
simple: By committing a heinous 
crime, the criminal has forfeited 
his right to live. The death penalty, 
or any other criminal sanction, is 
warranted because it serves as ret-
ribution for the crime. 

The validity of retribution as a motivation 
for punishment can be shown through the 
example of the punishment of Nazi war crimi-
nals. Punishing these criminals serves no 
purpose other than to pay them back for their 
crimes. It does not rehabilitate them into 
productive members of society, since even 
those not executed would die long before 
their jail sentences expired. 

By committing a heinous 
crime, the criminal has 

forfeited his right to live. 

These men are unlikely to ever commit 
crimes again, so the punishment is not to 
protect society from them, and it would be 
foolish to think punishing them 50 years after 
their crimes were committed will deter oth-
ers from committing similar offenses.The 
sole ground for their pbnishment is that they 
committed a crime and therefore deserve to 
be punished. 

Daniel 
O'Malley 

A similar justification of capital punish-
ment holds that penalties for crimes are ad-
ministered as society's method of expressing 
outrage over the crime. No other penalty is 

sufficient to adequately express the 
hor ro r and revulsion of those 

C r i m e s which .society has desig-
nated as meriting the death pen-
alty. ^ 

One of the principle objections 
to capital punishment is that it is 
hypocritical of the state to say that 
murder is wrong while it kills the 
criminal. 

While this line of reasoning 
seems sound at first, it also implies 
it is hypocrisy to fine a thief or 
imprison a kidnapper. The fallacy 

of this argument, then, is that it fails to recog-
nize the difference between an action per-
formed by a criminal and a similar action 
performed by the government as a punish-
ment; execution is no more similar to murder 
than imprisonment is to kidnapping. 

Another common objection to capital pun-
ishment is that it costs more than life impris-
onment. This, however, is confusing eco-
nomics with justice. If capital punishment is 
indeed the just punishment for a crime, then 
it would be unjust to not apply it simply 
because it costs too much. 

To do so would be equivalent to freeing a 
criminal from jail simply because it is too 
expensive to keep him there. Thus, ques-
tions of cost are irrelevant in deciding if a 
punishment is just or unjust. 

When society is forced into the regret-
table role of punishing those who violate its 
laws, it sometimes must deal with crimes that 
transcend all codes of civilized behavior. In 
these cases, the society is justified in impos-
ing the death penalty to adequately punish 
the criminal and express its outrage over the 
crime. 

Daniel O'Malley is a Jones College freshman. 

Anachronistic penalty merits suspension if not abolition 
Once we begin to ignore emotional ap-
peals", we quickly see that no rational reason 
exists for the continued use of the death 
penalty. 

The most frequently used argu-
ment to support the death penalty 
is the deterrent argument. Advo-
cates argue that the death penalty 
should be used because it deters 
potential criminals from commit-
ting capital crimes. 

This argument, if true, would 
probably be compelling. However, 
it has become a cliche to point out 
that the death penalty is not a deter-
rent. Not only has this been shown 
by volumes of research, but the 
Supreme Court—in Gregg vs. Geor-
gia and many other cases — has concluded 
on the grounds of this research that the 
deterrent argument is simply empirically un-
verifiable. Unless death penalty advocates 
are conspiring to hide some fascinating sur-
vey evidence, this approach becomes use-
less. 

I have often heard death penalty advo-
cates coldly argue that the death penalty is 
desirable because it saves money and "we 
don't have to keep the bastards in jail for life." 
Though I'm not convinced that is a good 
reason, it is simply false. The cost of manda-
tory appeals and the imprisonment of death 
row inmates is more expensive to the state 
than the life imprisonment of the same pris-
oner. Even glowingly utilitarian arguments 
such .as this fiscal one can be turned to op-
pose the death penalty. 

Certainly, death penalty advocates would 
rtot have us save money by allowing fewer 
appeals for condemned criminals, thereby 
increasing the execution rate of innocents. 

In Gregg vs. Georgia, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the death penalty was not "cruel 
and unusual," and since that ruling, most 
opponents of the death penalty have aban-
doned this approach. 

r " — ' r T 
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Phil 
Mayor 

However, I do not consider the argument 
a lost cause. In that ruling, the majority opin-
ion defines cruel and unusual punishment in 
a subjective way. Punishment is defined as 

cruel and unusual when the society 
comes to see it that way. 

The majority of justices in this 
case pointed out that the continued 
administration of the death penalty 
indicates that society does not con-
sider such a penalty to be cruel and 
unusual. Yet this claim overlooks 
the fact that opponents of the death 
penalty are not allowed to sit on the 
jury in capital cases. Of course ju-
ries continue to administer death 
penalties when opponents are not 
allowed to deliberate. Thus the en-

tire cruel and unusual argument must be re-
examined. 

There are also concerns about the admin-
istration of the penalty. Opponents point out 
that a huge percentage of current death row 
inmates suffer from some form of mental 
retardation. Furthermore, in many states, 
children under the age of 18 can receive the 
death penalty. Contemporary research sug-
gests the death penalty is administered along 
very inequitable lines, both racially and in 
terms of class. 

All of this perhaps doesn't suggest there is 
anything wrong with the punishment itself, 
but it certainly suggests that it should be 
suspended until it can be better regulated. If 
there is no way to prevent the penalty from 
being inequitably applied (a case which is at 
least plausible), then it should be eliminated. 

Finally, there is the unending concern 
that innocents will be executed. Even" if you 
think the other arguments are unconvincing, 
would we, as a society, prefer a system which 
allows innocents to be legally destroyed to 
one in which some people who might de-
serve death live? I pray that we do not. 

Phil Mayor is a Will Rice College sophomore. 

C o n t a c t S t u d e n t A d m i s s i o n s a t 
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A columnist's real motivation 
SALARY, from Page 3 
one who would take the time to re-
search a social problem like this one 
must be acting not out of self-inter-
est but out of the goodness of his 
heart. There 's some hope for altru-
ism, after all. 

Well, not really. 
I honestly haven't developed a 

sudden passion for the cause of sal-
ary equity. I'm simply trying to make 
myself look like a Sensitive New 
Age Guy (SNAG) because Esper-
anza is this Saturday and I don't 
have a date yet. I've had personal 
gain in mind all along. 

But I might help bring about 
change that would be in the com-
mon interest nonetheless. As the 
policy theorist Charles Lindblom 
held, "The test is agreement -on 
policy itself, which remains possible"' 
even when agreement on values is 
not." In time, we may finally be able 
to offer female applicants a better 
sales pitch than, "Teach at Rice. Earn 
oyer $18,000 a year less than your 
male counterparts." 

James Dallal is opinion editor and a 
Lovett College sophomore. He can be 
reached flfjdallal@rice.edu. 
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Culture Quest encourages 
exploration of Houston 

by Lisa Law 
THRESHER STAFF 

As part of Advance's Culture 
Quest '99, about 150 Rice com-
munity members found them-
selves searching Saturday for the 
poison dart frog's favorite meal at 
the Cockrell Butterfly Center and 
"Vit Quay" at the Cho Que Huong 
Supermarket. 

Advance — Advocating Diver-
sity and Assisting Career Explo-
ration — designed the scaven-
ger hunt to expose participants 
to various landmarks, museums 
and res taurants representat ive 
of d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e s within 
Houston. 

Each team of four or five 
people received a clue list of 30 
culturally diverse locations to 
visit in search of trivia or souve-
nirs. 

"We tried to get a good mix of 
different cultures," Advance Stu-
den t C o o r d i n a t o r K a m a k s h i 
Raimondo said. 

"The object of it is to get people 
in groups to go to places they 
wouldn't normally go to. The 
whole point is to spark interest 
and to have them go back to the 
places," Raimondo said. 

"We feel it is so important be-
cause Rice is so devoted to diver-
sity and Houston is a diverse place 
that students should be able to 
lap into." 

Prizes for the winning teams 
included restaurant gift certifi-
cates, private tennis lessons, 
Esperanza tickets and tickets to 
the Houston Rockets vs. New 
York Knicks game. 

According to Raimondo, turn-
out exceeded Advance's expecta-
tions. 

Raimondo attributed the suc-
cess of this year's event to the 
organiza t ion ' s publicity cam-
paign, which included recruit-
men t by Advance m e m b e r s , 

online registration, fliers and ad-
vertisements, and tables in the 
Rice Memorial Center. 

"We had a really good num-
ber of students who participated 
and had a great time or friends 
who have heard about people who 
participated and had a great time," 
Student Center Assistant Direc-
tor Paul Sutera said. 

large majority of our adver-
tising is done through word 
of mouth and we just really 
have to cultivate it some more. 
I think we're on our way — this 
has the makeup of being an ex-
ceptional annual event," Sutera 
said. 

For next year's Culture Quest, 
Advance plans to modify the or-
ganization of the activities and 
registration, and use an earlier 
publicity campaign. 

"Things would have gone 
smoother if we had a cutoff date 
for Wednesday and a confirma-
tion da te on T h u r s d a y , " 
Raimondo said. 

Many groups cancelled on 
Saturday morning because of late 
registration, causing some con-
fusion, he said. 

Overall, though, the event 
went smoothly. 

"Going to different parts of 
Houston, doing things that I 
wouldn't have done gives us 
e x p o s u r e beyond our smal l ' 
realm," Iara Palacios, a Sid Ri-
chardson College sophomore, 
said. 

"Even though we got to see 
little tidbits of culture, we didn't 
get to experience everything. It 
does demonstra te that there is 
a lot of cu l t u r e a r o u n d us, 
though." 

Other Advance events include 
the Multicultural Music Festival, 
held in early February, and the 
annual Cultural Fair, which fea-
tures a cultural banquet and a 
multicultural talent show. 

Groups discuss funding for assistant 
SA, RPC, 'Campanile' agree that university should pay adviser's salary 

by Leslie Liu 
THKKSHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Funding for the salary and ben-
efits of the Student Organizations 
assistant director position is under-
going scrutiny as needs within Stu-
dent Affairs evolve. 

Blanket tax organizations (the 
Student Association, Rice Program 
Council, the Campanile, the Thresher 
and KTRU) currently contribute 40 
percent of the salary while the rest is 
paid by the university. 

This is th(> only case in which 
students directly contribute to the 
salary of a member of the staff, fac-
ulty or administration. 

'This person no longer 
does a specific task for 
a specific organization, 
so that's why [the 
university] should be 
contributing.' 

— Anne Countiss 
Student Association President 

"Basically, the nature of the posi-
tion has evolved to where it's now 
equal to other Student Affairs posi-
tions and should be funded the same 
way," Associate Director of Student 
Activities Mona Hicks said. 

The SA Executive Committee 
sent a memo to Vice President for 
Student Affairs Zenaido Camacho 
Monday recommending that the 
blanket tax organizations no longer 
contribute to the salary of this posi-
tion. 

According to SA President Anne 
Countiss, Camacho has submitted 
the proposal to the Budget Office. 

"The argument now is that while 
this is an essential position for stu-

dents because [the number of] stu-
dent organizations has tripled, you 
also have the additional tasks of 
managing the President's Program-
ming Fund and also all the Web 
stuff," Countiss said. 

"This person no longer does a 
specific task for a specific organiza-
tion, so that's why [the university] 
should be contributing," Countiss 
said. 

Vicki Seefeldt West left her posi-
tion as Student Organizations staff 
assistant last month 'to become a 
Study Abroad adviser. 

During West's tenure in Student 
Organizations, her position changed 
to become integral to the groups, 
Campanile Editor in .Chief Jamie 
Bartling said. 

Because of the increased respon-
sibility of the job, the Campanile 
supports the upgrade of the position 
to assistant director, with its corre-
sponding raise in salary. 

"It would attract a more qualified 
p e r s o n , " Bar t l ing sa id . "Vicki 
changed the position a whole lot. 
It 's become above and beyond 
what it was. It's not just doing little 
jobs." 

Assistant Dean for Student Life 
Cathi Clack said the job posting went 
up just recently since the job de-
scription had to be upgraded to that 
of assistant director. 

"We've changed this position so 
much over the years," Clack said. 
"I can understand why the SA [Ex-
ecut ive Commi t t ee ] wan t s the 
change." 

Clack said the job description now 
includes duties such as serving on 
committees like the President's Pro-
gramming Fund and training stu-
dent organization leaders. 

West voluntarily took on these 
responsibi l i t ies as he r posit ion 
evolved. 

Student Affairs hopes to fill the 
position by early spring, Clack 
said. Currently, Student Activities 
Department Coordinator Philippa 
Angelides and two student assistants 

are covering the duties of the job. 
In 1997, the blanket tax organiza-

tions supported an upgrade of the 
position from office assistant to staff 
assistant, along with an increase in 
salary. At that time, the university 
agreed to pay 6Q percent of the sal-
ary, instead of the original 50 per-
cent. 

Ofthe 40 percent of the positions' 
salary that comes from blanket tax 
organizations, 42 percent comes 
from the SA, 32 percent from RPC, 
21 percent from Campanile and 2.5 
percent from each the Thresher and 
KTRU. 

RPC President Lindsay Germano 
said b lanke t tax o rgan i za t i ons 
could use the money for other pur-
poses. 

'Basically, the nature of 
the position has evolved 
to where it's now equal 
to other Student Affairs 
positions and should be 
funded the same way.' 

— Mona Hicks 
Associate Director 
Student Activities 

"There's the possibility of lower-
ing ticket prices, there 's the possi-1 

bility of trying to bring in larger-
scale events, like bringing in speak-
ers, and of giving away more things 
at RPC events, like giving away T-
shirts for Homecoming [since] the 
SA chose not to db that," Germano 
said. 

The heads of blanket tax organi-
zations have not formally met to dis-
cuss their opinions on this issue, but 
the general consensus is that the 
university needs to pay for the posi-
tion, Germano said. 

instant recall 

the Edge ofthe Media Frontier 

RY is a television series that keeps a very close 
developing world of independent film.This season 

itive mix of experimental, documentary, narrative, 
film and video shorts, each taking the viewer on 

to the front lines of visual storytelling. 

BQ Watch Saturdays 
l O P M o n 

Channel 8 

\ www.swamp.org 
N 

Southwest Alternate Media Project/Houston A 
Nusmmi «f Art, and KUHTflfawtM PxMk Q 

http://www.swamp.org
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After 30 years at Rice, MacDowell passes torch to Scheid 
by Olivia Allison 

THRESHER STAKE 

In a dark hospital room, two men lie on 
g u r n e y s with compl ica ted con t rap t ions 
strapped to their heads, sucking all of one 
man's knowledge out of his skull and putting 
it into the other man's brain. 

This sounds more like a scene from an old 
horror movie than President Malcolm Gillis' 
plan to train the new assistant to the presi-
dent. 

But that's exactly what Gillis said when 
asked about what will happen as the current 
Assistant to the President, Carl MacDowell, is 
replaced by Mark Scheid. 

And it's all to maintain institutional memory. 
"Of course the institutional memory Carl 

lias is extremely valuable, so what I'll do is 
take [MacDowell and Scheid] to the medical 
center, put machines on their heads like they 
do in horror movies and transfer Carl 's 
memory," Gillis said. 

7 have watched this 
institution mature 
tremendously; and, in some 
small way, I've been able to 
nudge the decision-making 
and influence some of the 
changes that have occurred in 
the institution.' 

— Carl MacDowell, 
Retiring Assistant to the President 

With 32 years of Rice experience and 23 
years working as assistant to the past three 
presidents, Carl MacDowell embodies the 
term "institutional memory." 

He knows more than three decades' worth 
of the secrets, decisions and changes that 

have occurred in this university. 
And, more importantly, he has actively par-

ticipated in many of them. 
"I have watched this institution mature 

tremendously, and, in some small way, I've 
been able to nudge the decision-making and 
influence some of the changes that have oc-
curred in the institution in what I think have 
been very healthy ways," MacDowell said. 

Although he is proud of his work, there are 
few things that MacDowell will speak more 
emphatically or proudly about than what he 
considers Rice's "amazing" success. 

He said that the small size and relative 
'"youth of Rice could have hindered the 

university's academic prestige, but have in-
stead been advantages for the institute. 

He said that he expects Rice will continue 
to use these "hurdles" to its advantage and 
become an internationally recognized univer-
sity. 

"I challenge you to look back on Ithis ar-
ticle] in 20 years," MacDowell said. 

"I think this institution will continue to 
mature and will see itself be positively recog-
nized internationally as well as nationally, and 
you're going to be proud that you spent a 
substantial part of your educational process 
here as a student." 

Scheid is no newcomer to the Rice environ-
ment, though. He received his undergraduate 
degree from Rice in 1967 and a doctorate from 
the university in 1973, and has worked here 
since 1984, when became a visiting professor. 

9 According to Gillis, "he is Rice through-
and-through." 

But even Scheid said that the understand-
ing he has of the university does not compare 
to that of MacDowell. 

"A lot of the institutional memories Carl 
has are" tilings people can't know," Scheid 
said. "Nobody knows this institution like Carl 
does, but I do know some things by virtue of 
the years I've spent with this university. I do 
know some things that I can use to put others 
into context." 

Gillis says that the other quality he will 
miss most about his assistant is the comedic 
aspect MacDowell brings to the Office of the 
President. 

"You may not believe this, but Carl has a 

VI ANNA DA VILA/THRESHER 

Carl MacDowell 

wonderful sense of humor, and I'll miss that 
about him too. The president sometimes needs 
someone around with a sense of humor," Gil-
lis said. 

Scheid began working in his new position 
Monday, and will train until Jan. 31, when 
MacDowell's retirement officially takes effect. 

Scheid says that his move to the President's 
Office is not entirely without regrets. 

"I'll miss the students most in my new 
position, obviously. One drawback of this type 
of position is that I'll never sit down at my 
desk with someone and change a life," Scheid 
said. 

So for Scheid and MacDowell, the next 
three months will be spent working together 
to hopefully make the gurney and electrical 
approach to training unnecessary. 

Scheid says he will be training to "fill some 
very large shoes," while MacDowell will pass 
his knowledge to Scheid and begin to travel, 
play golf and be a photographer. 

"I have things I want to do, and I need to get 
out of the structured environment. I am very 
much convinced that my life cup is still half-
full," MacDowell said. ' 

E R R A T A 

• In the Oct. 2 9 article "Scheid to 
leave Student Affairs," Ass i s tant to 
the President Carl MacDowel l 's re-
tirement date w a s listed a s Jan. 1, 
, 2000 . He will actually retire Jan 3 1 . 

• In the Nov. 5 article "Wiess holds 
undecorated, secure NOD" and in the 
Oct. 2 9 article "NOD to be held to-
night," the Presidents' Committee 
on NOD w a s incorrectly identified as 
the "President's Committee." The 
commit tee , formed last year in re-
sponse to a letter written by Will 
Rice Masters Dale and Elise Sawyer 
express ing concern about the safety 
of the party, w a s c o m p o s e d of the 
eight co l lege presidents and SA Presi-
dent Anne Countiss. It is not affili-
ated wi th Rice President1 Malcolm 
Gillis. 

• In the caption to the photo accompa-
nying the story, "Health Services im-
proves accessibil i ty wi th new ramp." 
the people in the picture were identi-
fied incorrectly as employees of Food 
and Housing. They work for Facil i t ies 
and Engineering. 

The Thresher regrets the errors 

If you write 
us stories, 
we'll give 
you money. 

thresher@rice.edu 

Police: Description of man's 
clothes too vague for arrest 
POLICE, From Page 1 

When Keegan went to take a 
shower Monday night at about 11 
p.m., the restroom was empty. She 
later saw shadows moving outside 
her curtain while she was shower-
ing. 

When she reached out of the 
shower stall to get her shampoo and 
soap, she saw a man's feet move 
quickly into the shower stall next to 
hers. 

"I then pulled my hand back into 
the shower and pulled the shower 
curtain so that it was touching the 
wall," Keegan said. "I saw his hand 
reaching like it was trying to pull the 
curtain away. I turned off the water 
and he ran." 

Keegan immediately called the 
police, and an officer arrived within 
one minute, Taylor said. Six officers 
again searched the area arounH'Will 
Rice for about 30 minutes. 

Because Keegan had seen only 
the man's shoes, his hand and the 
bottom of his jeans, police found it 
difficult to establish an accurate de-
scription of the suspect. 

Keegan told police that the man 
she encountered was a black male, 
wearing black shoes with white on 
the sides and baggy jeans. 

Hulsey said that police ques-
tioned a male student from another 
res ident ia l col lege. His shoes , 
which Hulsey said were relatively 
unique, matched the description given 
by Keegan, but police did not arrest 
him. » 

"His shoes and pants fit the de-
scription exactly," Hulsey said. "We 
believe that's who it was, but we 
don't want to blame someone on the 
basis of his shoes. . . . We will watch 
him and'see if something else hap-
pens." 

Keegan and de la Garza said the 
card reader on the bathroom door 
had been broken since the begin-

ning of the year, but n« one at Will 
Rice requested that it be repaired. 

"You don't think anyone will get 
in because people need cards to get 
into the building," de la Garza said. 
"It's inconvenient to have to use your 
card because if you forget your card 
you have to go back to your room to 
get it. I never really thought about 
calling [Food and Housing]. I fig-
ured someone would fix it." 

According to Hulsey, a police dis-
patcher made a request at Work 
Control thatthecard reader be fixed, 
but the request was filed after Work 
Control hours were over. 

The request should have been 
forwarded to Food and Housing, but 
F&H Housing Operations Manager 
Loretta Pisegna said she never re-
ceived it. 

Campus Police made another re-
quest after the incident Monday 
night, and the battery pack was re-
placed and tested for operation Tues-
day morning, Pisegna said. 

Keegan advised students to be 
more aware of their surroundings 
and of who they let enter buildings. 

"People will usually open the 
locked outside doors for anyone who 
is standing there, and they should 
definitely be more aware of who 
they're opening it for," Keegan said. 
"I am glad no one was hurt, and I 
hope people will be more aware of 
these things as a result." 

Students should report any main-
tenance problem they feel is a breach 
of security by visiting the Food & 
H o u s i n g W e b si te at http:// 
housing.rice.edu and placing a work 
request or by calling (713) 285-5445, 
Pisegna*said. 

"We always depend on the stu-
dents to be our eyes and ears, and 
we employ s t u d e n t s as such ," 
Pisegna said. "We have a lot of people 
and buildings and we don't want 
anything to happen to anyone." 

PRESIDENT'S LECTURE SERIES 

8 p.m. Wednesday, November 17th, 1999 
Grand Hall, Rice Memor ia l Cen te r 

Admis s ion : No eharue 

fMoira Gunn 
Producer and Host of NPRs 

Tech Nation 
"Technology 2000" 

Moira Gunn is the producer and host of Tech Nation...Americans and Technology, 

syndicated on National Public Radio since 1993 and distributed twice weekly 

wor ldwide by Armed Forces Radio Internat ional . The program features 

conversations with guests on the past, present, and future of technology and its 

impact on our lives. 

Gunn has interviewed such notables as Buzz Aldrin, Carl Sagan, Ralph 

" Nader, Francis Crick, David Attenborough, and Sir Edmund Hillary as well as 

corporate CEO's , technology pioneers, scientists, educators, environmentalists, 

futurists, watchdog reporters, and others. In more than 400 interviews, her 

background as a NASA engineer and scientist and her experience in business 

and education have enabled her to draw unusual insights about her guests and 

America today. 

Her most recent article, "TechnoPrenuer...Solo Today, Global Tomorrow," 

describes the exploding home-based business phenomenon driven by computer 

and communications technology. Tech Nation received the Tom Donohue Award 

for Best Public Affairs Program of 1995. 

N o t ickets a re requ i red for admiss ion S e a t i n g will beg in at 7 p . m . a n d is on 

a first c o m e , first se rve basis. For m o r e informat ion, call ( 7 1 3 ) 5 2 7 - 6 0 9 3 , 

M L U . 0 U U ) I V i I t I I sit t he w e b s i te at • w w w r i c c . c d u . p is 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Exeter system causes registration problems 
EXETER, from Page 1 

The lateness of pumpkin grades 
is one problem the Registrar's Of-
fice has encountered since its 
transit ion to a new computer 
system. 

After about five years of plan-
ning, the Registrar's? Cashier's, Fi-
nancial Aid and Admission offices 
began the upgrade to the database 
program Exeter last fall, said Infor-
mation Technologies Director of 
User Services Andrea Martin. 

"There are still bugs we are work-
ing through with Exeter," McFarland 
said. He said as the school cycle 
progresses, the problems of the new 
system change. "We're finding small 
things we didn't think about," he 
said. "We are learning [the system] 
and it is learning us. We are adjust-
ing it to [fit] Rice." 

'We are getting there. 

There is a light at the 

end of the tunnel.' 
— Barry McFarland 

Acting Registrar 

De Luna said the lines at the 
Registrar's and Cashier's offices 
have been longer this year because 
the new system is slower than the 
old. 

The Registrar's Office has been 
working in conjunction with Rice 
computer staff and the company that 
produces Exeter to solve the prob-
lems. 

Martin said Rice gives the com-
pany feedback on what works and 
what does not ^/ork. The company 
continues to upgrade the system to 
make improvements, McFarland 
said. "[They] will modify the 

product to make it more compatible 
to what we want," he said. 

McFarland said one of the 
system's biggest challenges is its 
present inability to perform degree 
audits. He said it is a "big issue that 
we are working on" and that degree 
audits should be ready in the spring. 

Another principal objective is to 
complete a World Wide Web inter-
face which will allow students to 
preregister and do more tasks online. 

The system also does not allow a 
student to enroll in the same course 
more than once in a semester, and 
audit courses are .appearing with 
credit hours on schedules , 
McFarland said. 

The new system also does not yet 
know how to handle self-scheduled 
exams. 

Hanszen President Chris Noble, 
a senior, who has two middle names, 
said earlier this year the computer 
would not take his full name — it 
showed his status as "billing hold." 

DeLuna said the system was hav-
ing some problems with longer-
names. 

"I was frustrated at first, [but] 
I'm glad they are updating the sys-
tem to do better things for the regis-
tration process," Noble said. 

Baker College senior Eric Stewart 
said the registrar's computer sys-
tem did not have his declared major 
and considered him a freshman. 

"By chance I found out the regis-
trar did not recognize me as a se-
nior," he said. "They had me in their 
computer, but when they transferred 
me to the new system my major 
didn't transfer," he said. 

Cashier's statements were late 
getting out this year because some 
statements were printed out incor-
rectly without financial aid included, 
DeLuna said. 

DeLuna said the freshman finan-
cial aid packages were done under 
the old system. Upperclassman fi-

nancial aid was done later under the 
new system. Exeter was causing 
problems "so it took forever to 
get aid out to upperclassmen," she 
said. 

McFarland said preregistration 
next week might be slower than in 
the past because the staff is not as 
familiar with the program. 

Rice is one of the first schools to 
try this new system. "Part of our 
problems are that we are much at 
the forefront," McFarland said. He 
said Rice is comparatively better off 
than other schools with other soft-
ware programs that Rice had con-
sidered adopting. "We are having 
fewer problems and far less cost," 
he said. 

7 was frustrated at 

first, [but] I'm glad 

they are updating the 

system to do better 

things for the 

registration process.' 
— Chris Noble 

Hanszen College senior 

McFarland said the new system 
will ultimately provide greater 
flexibility. "It just takes time," he 
said. 

"A year from now we'll be in a 
whole lot better shape," Martin said. 
She said the system is a "huge step 
up" from the old. "We haven't real-
ized all the benefits of it yet." 

"We are getting there. There is a 
light at the end of the tunnel," 
McFarland said. "That's not to say 
we won't have any more hiccups 
before we see the light." 

Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza. 

5814 Kirby In Rice Village 

<713)432-7272 
Rice University Specials 

1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $8.49 
1 X-large, 2 topping pizza, 2 Ltr. Coke $11.99 

Late Night Special - After 9p.m. 
1 large, 1 topping pizza, (2) 20 oz. Cokes $7.99 _ 

Play Beat the Clock" Every Monday Night 
Get one large, one topping pizza, for: 

Order Time Price 
5:00 to 6:00 $5.99 
6:00 to 7:00 $6.99 
7:00 to 8:00 $7.49 

f KIJANA KNIGHT/THRESHER 

Members of Rice Amnesty International decorated the Ray Courtyard Sunday 
night to call attention to Death Penalty Awareness Week. 

Death penalty discussed 
during awareness week 

by Ben Weston 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice Amnesty International orga-
nized Death Penalty Awareness 
Week, with events held Monday 
through Thursday, to promote 
thought and discussion on campus 
about the death penalty. 

"We're just trying to get people to 
think about their own perspectives 
on the death penalty and maybe re-
examine the issue and think about it 
on a deeper level," Amnesty Co-chair 
Ellen Chenoweth said. 

A debate between Philosophy 
Professor Baruch Brody and local 
attorney Mandy Welch, who assisted 
in the defense of convicted Okla-
homa City bomber Timothy 
McVeigh, kicked off the event Mon-
day night. The pair first debated the 
issue of the death penalty, then an-
swered questions from a crowd over-
flowing the Miner Lounge in the 
Student Center. 

"We're just trying to 
get people to think 
about their own 
perspectives on the 
death penalty and 
maybe re-examine the 
issue and think about it 
on a deeper level" 

—Ellen Chenoweth 
Sid Richardson junior 

"We invited a lot of people, but I 
was surprised at how many people 
showed up," Chenoweth said. "It 
shows how much of an interest there 
is, so it's really encouraging." I — 

Randall Dale Adams spoke Tues-
day night in Kelley Lounge. In 1976, 
Ohio native Adams was convicted of 
killing a Dallas police officer and 
sentenced to the death penalty. Af-
ter the documentary The Thin Blue 

Line brought his case to public 
prominence, he successfully ap-
pealed his conviction and was re-
leased in March 1989. In his speech 
to about 20 students, Adams spoke 
of his experiences over the past quar-
ter-century and his current quest to 
abolish the death penalty. 

'The death penalty in 
America is nothing but 
a political tool 
Politicians won't even 
balance your budget, 
but they'll pick and 
choose who to kill' 

— Randall Dale Adams 

"The death penalty in America is 
nothing but a political Jpol," Adams 
said. "Politicians won't even balance 
your budget, but they'll pick and 
choose who to kill. 

"The system does not work, 
people. ... You show me a system 
that is 100 percent correct, I'd say 
kill all the time. But you're never 
going to have that system," he said. 

Amnesty also organized a show-
i n g Wednesday night of The Thin 
Blue Line, which Adams credited 
with saving his life. 

The week culminated yesterday 
as Amnesty solicited signatures for 
a petition to be sent to Gov. George 
W. Bush. Chenoweth said the peti-
tion calls for an investigation of the 
high number of executions in Texas 
and for the exploration of alterna-
tives to the death penalty. 

According to Chenoweth and co-
chair Michael Erfe, the ultimate goal 
of the event was to make Rice stu-
dents think about the issue, if only 
for a week. 

"A lot of people don't really think 
about the death penalty that much," 
Erfe said. "There are a lot of argu-
ments out there that they have never 
really thought about." 



THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1999 

The fol lowing incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period Nov. 3-9. 

Residential Colleges 
Hanszen College Nov. 8 Backpack stolen. 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Nov. 8 Theft of a calculator. 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Nov. 9 Report of credit card abuse. 

Academic Buildings 
Mechanical Lab Nov. 3 Theft of a laptop computer. 

Baker Hall Nov. 6 Theft of compact disc player. 

Anderson Hall Nov. 8 Building found unsecured. Bronze 
doors on the north side of the 
building appeared damaged. 

Parking Lots 
North Lot Nov. 4 Police were notified about a vehicle 

wi th a .38 revolver in the front 
seat. Owner of vehicle produced a 
concealed handgun license. 

East Stadium Lot Nov. 9 Burglary of a motor vehicle. 

Other Areas 
Entrance 19 Nov. 8 Security officer reported entrance 

gate was unsecured. It appeared 
the gate had been struck by a car. 

Entrance 1 Nov. 8 Subject arrested for public 
intoxicat ion. 

Four i tems were omit ted for space. 

1 i d 1 

Online campus directory not always accurate 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Associat ion Senate met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• SA External Affairs Vice President Merri t t McAlister proposed a 
resolution to support same-sex domestic partner benefits for Rice 
faculty and staff. After discussion, the issue was tabled so that 
presidents and senators can discuss the resolution wi th their 
const i tuents. The senate wil l vote next week. 

• Officer Ken Jackson made a presentation about Campus Watch 
signs. The signs have been posted at the Graduate Apartments, 
and there has been no reported crime th is year. 

• SA Safety Committee member and Baker College senior Anitra 
Beasley proposed a monthly newsletter about campus safety. 

• Applications for Library Renovations Committee are available on the 
SA office door, 2nd floor, Ley Student Center, and are due Monday. 

• Senators and presidents discussed the possibility of changing the 
bookstore. Reactions were mixed, although the general feeling 
was against moving the bookstore off campus. 

Next meeting: Monday at 10 p.m. in the Farnsworth Pavilion in the 
Student Center. 

W h a t i s t r u t h ? 
" . . . F O R THIS I HAVE COME INTO T H E WORLD, 

that I would testify to the truth. Everyone 
who is of the truth hears My voice. 

Pilate said to Him, What is truth?' 

W h a t is t r u t h ? Throughout high school, I 
scoured my mind for an adequate answer. I came to 
the singular and inescapable conclusion that I alone 
provably exist. Nothing else holds any meaning. 

Into my junior year in high school, I realized that 
God has a specific plan for my life. More impor-
tantly, God, through Christ,-wants to have a 
personal and loving relationship with me. 

When you look down at your life's foundation, do 
you see the substance of God's love, or do you 
see the abyss of mere existence? If you see the 
latter, remem'ber that there is a God who loves you 
and wishes to accept you at any point in your life. 

Daniel Ma 
Brown 02 

ONLINE, from Page 1 
and pager numbers in future direc-
tories. 

Another source of incorrect stu-
dent data is the students themselves, 
McFarland said. 

Some of the student information 
sheets received by the Registrar's 
Office had incomplete or conflicting 
data, he said. "We will continue to 
co r r ec t e v e r y t h i n g we find," 
McFarland said. "But we'll never 
have all the phone numbers correct." 

Since the university's online di-
rectory also uses the Exeter system's 
data, it too contains inaccuracies at-
t r i bu tab le to p r o b l e m s in the 
Registrar's Office. 

"I usually look people up on the 
Web, but some of the off-campus 
numbers haven't been updated and 
that's a pain," Baker College sopho-
more Michelle Lin said. 

The online directory is updated 
as the changes are received, accord-
ing to Andrea Martin, director of 
user services for Information Tech-

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY V1ANNA DAVILA 

Some students have experienced frustration with campus directories. 

nology. "It's ail ongoing process," 
she said. "Any c h a n g e s made 
to Exeter will affect both [directo-
ries]." 

Cooper said the campus direc-
tory has come out the week of Nov. 
1 for the past two years. "It's later 
than late th is year ," she said. 

Cooper's goal is to have the direc-
tory out before midterm break in the 
future. 

She said that the faculty portion 
of the directory will be reprinted 
next spring because all non-student 
numbers are switching to the 348 
prefix in January. 

Meal plan changes could be in place by fall 2000 
MEAL, from Page 1 
"It makes you move faster because 
you don't have to tell someone what 
you want to eat and then have them 
put it on your plate — you can just 
grab it and move on," he said. 

Self-serving food also allows the 
staff to focus on cooking, so that 
more of the food can be prepared 
during meals rather than before, 
Ditman said. 

By making the meals cost a fixed 
price, the cashier could be moved to 
the entrance to the kitchen, speed-
ing service, Ditman said. 

Morgan said that moving to fixed-
price meals would allow F&H to "pull 
the staff away from cashiering and 
put them in service where they be-
long." 

Actual pricing and other details 
have not yet been worked out, 
Ditman and Morgan said. 

Ditman said F&H will draw up 
two proposals for the meal plan, one 
similar to the current system and 
one incorporating these ideas, and 
see what the community thinks. 

Any changes in the meal plan 
would be implemented by next fall, 
or at the latest by the fall of 2001, 
Ditman said. 

Food and Housing also manages 
Sammy's, and Ditman said he hopes 
to increase both selection and the 
hours of operation. 

He said he would like to expand 
Sammy's to include some conve-
nience store items. 

One way to keep Sammy's open 

later would be to make an entrance 
that could be independent from the 
general Student Center. The en-
trance from the Brown Courtyard to 
the Sammy's private dining room 
could be converted, Ditman said, 
and Sammy's could possibly stay 
open as late as 2 or 4 a.m. He said 
that F&H realizes the importance of 
late night hours. 

"We understand that the campus 
is probably more vital at night than 
during the day," he said. 

Ditman stressed that he did not 
wantSammy'stodraw students away 
f rom d in ing at t h e co l l eges . 
" W h a t e v e r ' s c r ea t ed n e e d s to 
support the college philosophy of 
being together at meal times," he 
said. 

Join a diverse group of 

students who care about 

gender issues within and 

beyond the Rice community. 

R I C E U N I V E R S I T Y S 

W O M E N ' S RESOURCE C E N T E R 

you need 

help in a crisis; 

have questions about STDs; 

concerns about eating disorders, 

pregnancy options, dating violence 

sexual assault, issues of sexual orientation 

and rape crisis 

We need new members to staff 

and plan campus 

programs. Call 

7 1 3 . 5 2 7 . 8 7 5 0 

X 2 8 1 3 

CALL 713.569.4000 
N00N - MIDNIGHT EVERYDAY 

PEER HEALTH INFORMATION AND SUPPORT 
anonymous and confidential hotline 

PHIS ... SERIOUS DIGITS 
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Are you positive 
he is 

negative? 
Call 1-800-230-PLAN and be 

connected to the nearest clinic • www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood® 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
1999 Minority Student 

• P B y m p b s i u m &TSKW- *all 

November 15,1999 
Grand Hall 

RMC Student Center 
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Act i v i t i es : 
Panel Sessions: 

Minorities In the Workplace 
Minorities In Higher Education/Graduate School 

Career Fair 
Keynote Speaker: 

Gary OrflelcJ, Harvard University Professor 
& Affirmative Action expert 

ALL STUDENTS WELCOME! 
For info: Rice Career Services Center, 713/527-4055 

FARMERS INSURANCE 
"Call me today for a free quote" 

(713) 562-7974 
Auto • Renters 

Home • Life 
Health 

•Discounts available 
•Competitive rates Michele Mortensen 

Insurance Agent 

f a r m e r s 

5400 Memorial Drive, Suite 413 

AMERICAN MOVIE 
Last Day at Factory. 
September 3rd, 1999 

one last 
peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich 
with the last of the jelly. 

Am I happy? 
HELL YES. 

amer icanmov ie .com 

STARTS FRIDAY, 
GREENWAY NOVEMBER 191 
5OlwmriyPtM*'(7">826-0402 H V » t l f l B I . l l 

'Campanile' Picture 
Yourself rescheduled 

T h e p h o t o s taken at the 
Campanile's Oct. 14 Picture Your-
self were inadvertently ruined and 
new photos will have to be taken. 

To replace the originals, which 
were incorrectly exposed due to a 
malfunctioning light meter, the Cam-
panile will hold another Picture Your-
self session Wednesday night. 

Three extra sessions will also be 
scheduled next semester to accom-
modate any students unable to make 
next week's Picture Yourself. 

"It's an unfortunate event and we 
realize that it is an inconvenience to 
the student body and a disappoint-
ment to the people who came out," 
Campanile Editor in Chief Rosemary 
Casler said. "We hope everyone will 
understand." 

Many students were frustrated 
about having lost the original pic-
tures. Will Rice College junior Jacob 
Matthews posed in the first Picture 
Yourself with an old friend. 

"It kind of sucks," he said." [Pos-
ing again] is kind of a pain, but I 
guess it's better than not having a 
Picture Yourself at all." 

"The loss of pictures was due to 
an equipment failure," Casler said. 
"No one involved in the event could 
have prevented what happened, nor 
did they cause it because the only 
way we could have known would 
have been to develop the film." She 
said the Campanile staff was noti-
fied of the problem by the photo 
processing company in late Octo-

b e r . 
"It will not the set the Campanile 

schedule back," Casler said. "Be-
cause of the good work of several 
staff members and the dedication of 
our photographers, there is no rea-
son we can't still make all of our 
deadlines." 

The replacement session will be 
held Wednesday from 8 p.m. to mid-
night in the Farnsworth Pavilion of 
the Student Center. 

F&H employee's house 
destroyed in fire 

An employee's house burned to 
the ground early Sunday morning 
after a kitchen fire. Wiess College 
kitchen staff member Darlene Cluff 
and her family lost all of their pos-
sessions but escaped the fire un-
harmed. 

"Apparently it ignited and con-
sumed the kitchen in just a matter of 
minutes," Food and Housing Direc-
tor Mark Ditman said. "It was one of 
those things where all they could do 
was get out." 

Cluff, her daughter, her son-in-
law and two grandchi ldren are 
currently living in an unfurnished 
home. 

F&H has set up its offices near 
Baker College and Hick's Kitchen to 
receive donations. Clothing is the 
most immediate need, but cash, food 

SEMEN DONORS 
NEEDED 

FAIRFAX CRYOBANK 
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near the Texas Medical 

Center 
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and furniture donations are also wel-
come, Ditman said. 

Wiess has also mobilized to as-
sist the Cluff family. Students at 
Wiess have donated money from 
their meal cards, and the Wiess Cabi-
net will discuss matching student 
donations with a donation from its 
treasury. In addition, Wiess Mas-
ters John and Paula Hutchinson will 
match whatever funds the students 
donate. 

"Darlene's a wonderful person 
and a very close member of the Wiess 
family," John Hutchinson said. "I 
don't find it surprising at all that 
Wiess has come together as much 
as they have. They would do that for 
another student, and now they're 
doing it for Darlene." 

Clothing is needed in the follow-
ing sizes: female — size 3X and shoe 
11;'male — size 32 and shoe 10; 
female — size 10 and shoe 11; fe-
male child — size 4t; infant son — 
size 6-to-9 months. 

No charges filed in 
Lovett assault 

For the fourth time, Campus Po-
lice presented a photo array to a 
witness of the Oct. 19 assault of 
Lovett Col lege f r e s h m a n Tory 
Stanton, and for the fourth time, they 
were unable to get a positive identi-
fication of the suspect. 

"Four witnesses, and we did not 
get a 100 [percent] positive from any 
of them," Sgt. Les Hulsey said. He 
said that the assault case is closed 
"unless we come up with someone 
that saw-him that hasn't come for-
ward yet." 

Hulsey said that none of the wit-
nesses was able to get a good view of 
the perpetrator last month, so it was 
not surprising that they could not 
definitively pick anyone based on 
"quick looks." 

An unidentified male grabbed 
Stanton from behind' outside her 
Lovett dorm room Oct. 19, but re-
leased her when she screamed. A 
week after the attack, the suspect 
was arrested near Rayzor Hall after 
police received a call about a man 
harassing students. 

The suspect, who is currently in 
the custody of Immigration and Natu-
ralization Services, has been charged 
with criminal trespass. He is being 
held by the INS awaiting possible 
deportation as anjllegal immigrant. 

Light rail funding 
approved by city 

The Federal Transit Administra-
tion authorized a $1 billion Regional 
Bus Plan for the construction of a 
light rail system within five years in 
a memorandum Oct. 29. 

The Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity (Metro), which approved the plan 
Sept. 23, will choose contractors 
for preliminary engineering and de-
sign in December. The system will 
be in a preliminary design phase 

for a year to 18 months, according 
to Metro Public Information Man-
ager Patti Muck. 

The track will extend 7.5 miles 
from the Astrodome to downtown, 
running past Rice along Fannin 
Street. The closest station to Rice 
will likely be in Hermann Park, al-
though the exact locations have not 
yet been determined. 

"[Light rail] will help in the short 
term with trips downtown and to 
other areas, and will eventually help 
us with cleaner air because, theo-
retically, there will be less buses and 
cars in the downtown corridor," said 
Dinah Mack, a Hanszen College 
junior and Student Associat ion 
Space and Facilities Commit tee 
chair. 

Muck estimates the installation 
will replace 1,200 buses, or about 
60,000 cars and trucks. 

Metro was not allowed to place 
the issue on the Nov. 2 municipal 
ballot, but KPRC-TVconducted an 
exit poll in which 50 percent of those 
surveyed said they would have ap-
proved light rail construction. 

Construction of new 
Wiess to begin Monday 

Students who have temporary 
permits for the parking lot near 
Wiess and Hanszen Colleges will 
need to move their cars to the East 
Stadium Lot by Sunday. 

Construction will begin on the 
new Wiess when a fence delineating 
the construction area will be erected 
Monday. 

"Students will need to be out of 
there completely before the fence 
goes up on Monday," Facilities and 
Engineering Staff Architect David 
Rodd said. 

He said that originally, the fence 
was scheduled to go up Nov. 1, but 
H o m e c o m i n g W e e k e n d e v e n t s 
pushed the date to Nov. 15. 

"We will need the parking lot for 
accessibility and parking for the A 

whole weekend because so many 
people will be here," Alumni Affairs 
and University Events Director Ann 
Greene said. "With all the new build-
ings, the campus will already be con-
fusing enough to alumni." 

This two-week delay will not af-
fect construction dates, and Project 
Management and Planning Direc-
tor Jill Blackwelder predicts no ma-
jor changes to the current construc-
tion timeline. 

'The re are always things that 
happen in the execution of a project 
that are not necessarily planned for, 
but construction is not a perfect sci-
ence and the design process is not a 
totally linear process," Blackwelder 
said. "Certainly nothing is insur-
mountable." 

According to the current timeline, 
both Martel College and the new 
Wiess will be completed in Dec. 2001. 
Construction for the new Wiess will 
begin Nov. 15, and construction for 
Martel is still scheduled to begin in 
May, Blackwelder said. 

1 O N O U R r 
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 
NOV; 18, 1999. 

E D I T O R 5 ' 

p i c k s 

i 

! 
s a t u r day 

ESPERANZA 

Bardon ' t m iss ou t . Tie your 

r hair up in a Beauvoir , and 
* 

I c a t c h t h e buses t ha t 

* Depard ieu f rom Lovett Hall . 

J 
f The par ty Sa r t res at 10 , but 

I you Lecan be la te. 

10 p.m. Travis Place. 

Tickets $20 in advance, 

$25 at the door. 
w e e k e n d 

AVANT TRASH 

Why s tare up at l igh ts in t he 

sky when you can gawk at 

f l i cke r ing images p ro jec ted in 

a spooky old church? The 

Aurora P ic tu re Show fea tu res 

shor t " w o r k s of urban 

despera t ion" w i t h avant 

| garde c lass i cs 

| such as M i k e Kuchar ' s 

\ Hold Me While I'm Naked. 

\ Saturday, 7 and 9 p.m. 

\ Sunday, 3 p.m. 

i 800 Aurora St. 

For more info, call 

(713) 868-2101. 

| W e d n e s d a y and 
t h u r s d a y 

3 X WARHOL 

Life mov ing t o o fas t? Slow 

i down w i t h Andy Warho l ' s 

| epic Empire Thursday. Or 

| see Edie Sedgwick 

| | s t r u t t i n g her b lack-

!

s t o c k i n g e d s tu f f in 

Wednesday n igh t ' s double-

fea tu re of Outer and 

Inner Space and 

Poor Little Rich Girl. 

7 p.m. Wednesday, 

Museum of Fine 

Arts, Houston. 

8 p.m. Thursday,.Brazos 

Bookstore parking lot. 

2421 Bissonnet St. 

For more info, call 

(713) 523-0701. 

Il>l\(, )<>l !() )Dl A' /)/• SA 

New York 'Shout Out' reaches Gallery 

'shout out' 

Various a r t i s t s 
Rat ing: * * * * (out of 

f ive) 

Rice A r t Gal lery 

Through Dec. 12 

Kim Foster 
FOR THE THRESHER 

"Shout Out," the current exhibit in the Rice Art 
Gallery, combines the creative talents of nine 
New York artists whose edgy, energetic artwork 
busts out from the glass-fronted gallery and spills 
into the hallway, pouring over into the Sewall Hall 
courtyard. 

James de la 
Vega's blocky 
tape messages' 
have even man-
aged to drizzle 
out as far as the 
library and gym. 

The exhibit is 
a colorful con-
glomeration of 
artists and me-
dia: Bright blue pompoms, yellow pipe cleaners 
and bizarre metal constructions leap from the 
stark white walls of the gallery. 

De la Vega's contribution to the show includes 
large figures and messages blocked out in col-
ored tape on the floor. Strong, almost iconic-
images of a snake and apple and a large woman 
with a bird are surrounded with empowering 
statements about life and living. 

His mural-sized work sprawls across the court-
yard, like a warm and accessible invitation to the 
rest of the show. 

If the colored tape is not enough to direct 
people inward, chalk drawings of large, furry rats 
with oversized tails lead up to the gallery en-
trance. 

Nurit Newman's video, "Out ofThis World," is 
presented on five television sets in the hall in 
front of the gallery. 

Starring Newman herself, the videos show a 
woman compulsively going through actions that 
convey a sort of lost distress. The woman beats 
her head against the floor, counts toothpick-sized 
chairs and jumps up and down on her purse. The 
viewer peers in on the woman in odd and reveal-
ing angles as she smiles vacantly and continues 
her repetitive actions. 

Luca Buvoli's fragile wire sculptures are based 
on his comic book character, Not a SuperHero. 
Constructed from transparent film, string and 
thin, entangled wires, they seem barely able to 

THIRTY- SEVEN? 

withstand even drafts of air, and they quiver 
quietly underneath the air conditioning vents. 

David Scher's notebook sketches complement 
the shy sculptures on the wall next to Buvoli's 
"Coming to a Theater Near You" sculpture. The 
sketches, rendered in ink, pencil and watercolor, 
all seem to focus up toward a single page near the 
top, which has a bag labeled "vomit" on it. Dry, 
often dark humor pervades the pages so carefully 
arranged on the wall. 

Nina Bossovo's bright painting and Diana 
Cooper's three-diraensipnal wall mural hang.op-
posite each other, and both explore color and 
pattern. Bossovo combines fractal-like spiraling 
branches of paint with foil and areas of intricate 
pattern. 

Cooper's mural is constructed of tiny, folded 
paper boxes, cellophane, pipe cleaners and 
pompoms that slide down the wall and onto the 
floor. 

The whole piece feels like an elaborate gumball 
machine waiting for a quarter so that you can 
watch the gum spiral down a crazy path of fun-

nels, obstacles and ramps. 
Arnaldo Morales' menacing technological 

sculptures spontaneously light up, blow air and 
make sound. One wall-mounted piece with a saw 
and lawnmower engine strapped to the front has 
pedals and a seat that says "children only." 

Sean Mellyn's strangely realistic drawings of 
children wearing paper bag masks hover on the 
wall. The children peer out from their masks in a 
vaguely sinister way. 

Matt Morello's portion of the exhibit is situ-
ated comfortably Jin the satellite gallery. A tired 
living room, complete with ratty couch, ashtray 
and large television, greets you. As you watch 
from the couch, the television continuously shows 
classic American sitcoms in black and white, but 
with Morello standing in as various famous phi-
losophers talking to the characters. Everyone 
needs to see Jean-Paul Sartre argue with the 
Beverly Hillbillies at least once. 

"Shout Out" is an entertaining exhibit that 
combines the energy and wit of several cutting-
edge artists. 

U Z Z Ifc TAiSHQf F /THRESf - t 

Mommy Dearest! Artist James de la Vega shows off a portrait of his mother outside the Rice Gallery. De 
la Vega traditionally dedicates an element of each exhibition in thanks to his mother. 

Kevin Smith speaks to the masses 
Mariel Tam 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Kevin Smith may be just a slacker writer/ 
director who makes films that are (his own de-
scription) "chockablock dick and fart jokes." Or, 
can we rightfully compare the director of the 
critically acclaimed Clerks and Chasing Amy to 
the greatest filmmakers of our time? 

"You gonna keep appearing in your movies 
like Alfred Hitchcock?" he was asked recently. 

Smith shouted his reply: "You mean just by 
getting fatter and fatter?" 

Only Dogma will tell. Smith discussed his 
latest film—a satiric look at religion and faith that 
caused so much controversy that its original dis-
tributor dropped it — at a question-and-answer 
session for college journalists in Atlanta Oct. 29. 

He had written the script for Dogma after 
Clerks, but delayed making it until two films later. 
"I think it was chiefly because I wanted to do the 
film justice," he said. 

"If we did [Dogma] as a sophomore film, it 
would just get lambasted." Instead, critics who 
had praised his debut "were expecting some-
thing spectacular, and they got Mallrats." 

The wait also allowed him more money for the 
special effects that pepper his newest movie. 
Dogma, which includes a giant sewage monster 
and exploding heads, cost $10 million to make — 
nothing to bat an eyelash at, compared to most 
films nowadays. But not when you compare it to 
Clerks' shoestring budget of $28,000 — financed 
by credit cards Smith had accumulated in a run-
ning contest with a friend to see who could collect 
the most. 

All of Smith's films showcase his ' 
talent for witty, pop-culture smart dia-
logue, as well as his self-described 
"dick and fart jokes." So true to life is 
his writing that fans have asked him 
if he listens in on conversations for 
his material. 

"I have to explain that no, 
don't walk around ... with a 
tape recorder," he said. "I 
work on this shit." 

But what ties Smith's 

films together most is their focus: "Thematically, 
I think they're all about relationships," he said. 
This one, then, is about a very personal relation-
ship — between Smith and his religious beliefs. 

"This movie was different and kind of more 
important than the other three, because it's about 
my faith," he said. 

His subject may be serious, but his execution 
is fairly twisted. ITie film skewers Catholicism 
and organized religion, though Smith is a practic-
ing Catholic. God is female, angels tote guns and 
the Second Coming is a Catholic woman who 
works in an abortion clinic. 

Dogma was meant to be entertaining, not blas-
phemous, he said. "Basically, when I'm making a 
flick, I make something I want to see," Smith said. 

He doesn't find it offensive, although he noted, 
"I think it's offensive if you're offended by harsh 
language." 

So what's up next for the filmmaker? 
"There's a few [ideas] but nothing real con-

crete yet. ... This is the first time I've finished a 
movie, and I don't know what I'm going to do 
[next] yet, which is kind of nice," he said. Nice, 
presumably, because it's time for him to take a 
break — the recently married Smith is also a new 
father. 

He's also working on "Clerks," a prime-time 
animated series based on the movie. The cartoon, 
slated to start in February on ABC, will see the 
film's actors reprising their roles. 

"Jason Mewes is doing the voice of Jay, and 
I'm not doing the voice of Silent 

Bob," Smith joked. He hopes 
the series can be one-fourth 
as funny as "The Simpsons." 

Then, back to being Kevin 
Smith, slacker filmmaker. 
"The most amount of mov-
ies I'd make would be 10.... 
I just want to make sure 
I'm not the guy who over-

stays his welcome, the 
last guy at the party." 

MARIEL TAM/THRESHER 

'DOGMA' SURVEY SAYS: 
In Kevin Sm i th ' s Dogma. M a t t Damon and 
Ben Af f leck play t w o fa l len angels banished 
by God for e te rn i ty . Loki and Bar t ieby have 
found a loophole in New Jersey tha t wi l l let 
t h e m back into heaven — and negate all of 
ex i s tence in t he process. 
The task of saving the wor ld fa l ls t o Bethany 
(Linda Fiorent ino) , aCa tho l i c abqrt ion-c j in ic 
worke r . Her compan ions are stoner Jay 
(Jason M e w e s ) , Si lent Bob (Smi th ) , t he 
1 3 t h apost le (Chr is Rock) and Serendip i ty 
(Sa lma Hayek) , a m u s e / s t r i p p e r . Their way 
to Red Banks, N.J., is l i t t e red w i t h b lood, 
bodies and exp lod ing sh i t -demons. 
Here 's a sma t te r i ng of op in ions f rom our 
s ta f f on Dogma: 

Can the overwhe lm ing cu teness and boyish 
charm of t he dynamic duo Damon and Af f leck 
carry a movie? Yes. Duh. But t he great 
t h ing about Dogma is t ha t i t ' s funny as hell 
in t ha t qu i rky , fou l -mouthed , Kevin Smi th 
k ind o f a w a y . A n d t h e o ther dynamic duo — 
Jay and Silent Bob — has never been funnier. 

— Susan Eg el and 

The most impress ive aspect of Dogma is 
S m i t h ' s a b i l i t y t o c o m b i n e r a u n c h y , 
i r reverant , t a s t e l ess humor w i t h a pensive 
— though s o m e t i m e s shal low — look at 
re l ig ion, fa i th , e x i s t e n c e and t h e rest of it 
all, w i t hou t becom ing t ru ly b lasphemous . 

— Jett McA lister 

What Dogma has in spades is S m i t h ' s brand 
of humor — smarmy and pop cu l tu re -smar t , 
veer ing f rom low-brow t o w i cked l y c lever . 
Case in point : "Buddy Chr is t . " George Carl in 
plays a cardinal w h o ' s re invent ing the church 
w i t h "Ca tho l i c i sm, W o w ! " His feel-good 
campa ign inc ludes a new image of Jesus, 
w i n k i n g and g iv ing t h e thumbs-up sign. 
Superf ic ia l ly , i t ' s r id icu lous ly over-the-top 
and p o t e n t i a l l y o f f e n s i v e . Bu t S m i t h ' s 
u n d e r l y i n g m e s s a g e is t h a t f a i t h is 
someth ing t o be ce leb ra ted , not mourned. 

— Mariel Tam 
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All of Rice is a stage! Theater m 

Wiess College 

(out of five) 

| r t « Thursday through 
i l O ® Saturday at 8 p.m. 
$4 students,$5 non-students. 

Kevin Brown 
FOR THE THRESHER 

If you're si t t ing around your room some time in the 
next few weeks wi th two hours to kill, you can check your 
e-mail a hundred t imes or spend some quality t ime 
enjoying your friends at Wiess College's current play. 

Brighton Beach Memoirs is yet another piece in which 
we get to watch perfectly nice people in an utterly 
depressing situation. I t ' s the story of an extended family, 

who must deal 
wi th support-

ratiilg: ing each other 
financially and 
e m o t i o n a l l y . 
The focus of 
the house is 
J a c k , who 
serves as fa-
the r toh isown 

children and those of his deceased brother. As the 
children come of age, and the parents handle their own 
mounting stresses, the household threatens to crumble. 

Neil Simon's play lacks liveliness as it rolls through a 
very brief plotl ine in roughly two hours. Some of the 
inserted humor is just that — inserted. One of the funnier 

scenes, memorable for 
its off-color dialogue, 
is t he lesson Stan 
(Wiessjunior Ben Graf) 
teaches his younger 
brother Eugene (Wiess 
f reshman Tim Lott) 
about what boys do in 
their private t ime. The 
scene would be much 
funnier if it didn't exist 

as'a sort of bubble within the most dramatic portion of 
the first act. 

So why not take that nap? Because the mediocre play 
is saved by the singular performances of the actors. Lott 
narrates the piece as Eugene, who is writ ing his mem : . 
oirs. He portrays the young boy with constant excite-
ment in his facial expression, and he has a fair grasp of 
the long speeches the role requires. The play's most 
memorable moments involve his childish obsessions 
wi th baseball and his cousin Nora (Wiess sophomore 
MegarfSmith) . 

Graf plays off Lott well as the older brother forced to 
help support the extended family living in the house. His 
speech reflects the tone of a boy forced to be a man 
making adult mistakes. 

The women of the house are four stereotypes softened 
to be slightly more realistic. Kate, the mother, played by 
Wiess junior Al icia Giuffrida, is notably the best female 
performance. She manages a slight accefft, showing a 
building frustrat ion throughout the whole play that culmi-
nates in a well-done burst of outrage toward her sister 
Blanche (Brown College freshman Christ in Davis). 
Blanche and her two daughters, Nora and Laurie (Will 
Rice College junior Eden King), have been freeloading 
since her husband's death several years ago. 

See MEMOIRS, Page 15 

Baker College 

(out of five) 

I * Thursday through 
I f l i f J * Saturday at 8 p.m. 

$4 students, $5 non-students. 

Ellen Wan 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Camelot is a musical for those who love romantic fairy 
tales and appreciate delightful songs and a mix of 
comedy and drama. Under the direction of Baker sopho-
more Troy Scheid, Baker's production of the timeless 
legend of King Arthur and the Round Table comes 
enjoyably to life. 

The story begins wi th King Arthur's (Hanszen College 
s o p h o m o r e 
Mark Barret t ) 

f B t m g : . b e t r o t h a l to 
G u e n e v e r e 
(Dawn Bennett, 
Wiess '99) and 
his fear for his 
k i ngdom 's fu-
ture. Guenevere 
herself is run-

ning away, as she yearns for a life of romance and 
adventure. Arthur manages to win her heart and con-
vince her to stay in Camelot. 

Years pass, bringing 
the c rea t ion of the 
Round Table and the 
arrival of Sir Lancelot 
( B a k e r f r e s h m a n 
Steven Nebel), the pur-
est and noblest of all 
knights. 

Queen Guenevere 
and Lancelot carry on a 
long, torturous love af-

fair. When Arthur's evil son, Mordred (Wiess College 
sophomore Brad Gathright), tries to seize the crown, the 
royal court turns to chaos, and the idealistic values of the 
Round Table are thrown into question. Arthur must take 
action but is tormented by the confl ict ing principles of 
being a man and being a king. 

Barrett 's energetic King Arthur is a joy to watch. 
Although some of his lines are muddled, he expertly 
conveys Arthur's confusion and torment, as well as 
Arthur's development from boy to king. Bennett is radi-
ant as Guenevere. Her strong and fluid acting connects 
well wi th the other actors, and her songs are delivered 
gracefully and masterfully. As Lancelot, Nebel is the 
picture of innocence. Though his acting is occasionally 
unfocused, Nebel avoids overplaying the legendary knight. 

Gathright is a l i tt le hesitant as Mordred, and there are 
t imes when he doesn't seem mischievous enough to be 
the source of all the trouble he causes. 

One of the most endearing characters in the produc-
tion is Pellinore, played by Baker sophomore David 
Urban. He provides a fine supporting role for Arthur and 
makes the eccentric old man memorable wi th well-
delivered humor. 

Other knights of the Round Table (Sid Richardson 
College sophomore Brian Baldor, Baker senior Nick 
Collins and Wiess senior Pra Penumalli) each give enjoy-
able performances, especially when they are winning 
favors from Guenevere. 

See CAMELOT, Page 14" 

Lovett College 

(out of five) 

pvember 11, 12, 14, 
18 - 20 at 8 p.m. 

$4 students, $5 non-students. 

Riki Conrey 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Memories of high school are like Hollywood movies. 
There are good wi tches and bad witches, people dressed 
in funny costumes and, depending on the school, cool 
special effects. And there is always a soundtrack. For 
most Rice people, I think this soundtrack probably 
includes Green Day's Dookie and a l i t t le bit of the Cure's 
Paris for particularly self-obsessed moments. For me, the 

soundt rack is 
Chess. 

"I Know Him 
So Well" is play-
ing in the back-
ground when I 
remember my 
f ight w i t h my 
p a r e n t s over 
whether I was 

old enough to date seniors (I wasn' t ) . "You and I" runs 
through my mind wi th memories of my first heartbreak. 
So, when I heard that Lovett College would be producing 
Chess, I asked to review it. 

Actually seeing a production of Chess is a treat, since 
t«e musical 's two runs in London and New York each 
performed — ahem — modestly. Lovett has chosen the 
New York score and script, so you ought to come out of 

the show hating pinko 
commie scum if noth-
ing else. The tr ick "to 
performing this version 
well, however, is that 
the audience should 

/ 

also end up ha t ing 
* Amer i can c a p i t a l i s t 

swine. ' 
But if polit ics, espe-

cially the Cold War, don't excite you, don't worry — 
there's a really heart-rending love story too. The plot isn't 
easy to summarize, but here's the very short story: Two 
chess champions, Trumper (Lovett associate Mark 
O'Brien) and Sergievsky (Lovett'sophomore Adam Keith), 
meet in Bangkok, Thailand, for the world chess champi-
onship. Trumper, an American, proceeds to stop a game, 
loudly accusing his opponent of cheating using secret 
signs in his yogurt. Sergievsky and his KGB bodyguards 
agree to meet wi th Trumper and his chess second and 
sometime lover, Florence Vassy (Lovett senior Radhi 
Dinavahi), to discuss a compromise that wil l allow the 
match to continue. Trumper doesn't show up to the 
meeting, so Sergievsky'and Florence get it on instead. 
Then things get really complicated. 

Chess is a really diff icult, complex musical, and 
Lovett has pulled it off well. Ha/s off to the theater 
committee for taking on such a challenging project, a 
Lovett tradit ion which began wi th last year's Vagina 
Monologues. They have shown a consistent commitment 
to produce an edgier, more experimental kind of theater 
than the standard Grease and Grease II university the-
ater fare. And, consistently, they have achieved wonder-
ful things. 

See CHESS, Page 14 

Above:Blanche (Christin Davis, left) and sister Kate (Alicia 
Guiffrida) embrace after Kate finally vents her frustrations. 
Below; Jack (Dan Rodney, right)advlses his son (Ben Graf) 

ABI COHEN/THRESHER 

Above: King Arthur (Mark Barrett) is mobbed by people 
in hoods. Below: Lancelot (Steven Nebel) steals a kiss 

from Guenevere (Dawn Bennett) 
MONDRO BARMAN/THRESHER 

Above: Sergiesky (Adam Keith) and Florence (Radhi 
Dinavahi), well, to be frank,'kiss, tfklow: The cast get down 

in a number choreographed by Lynlee Tanner. 
LIZZIE TAISHOFF/THRESHER 
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madness strikes Rice 

re 14 

dhi 
wn 
ter. 
3HER 

(out of five) 

. a November 11-12, 
I® 19-20 at 8 p.m. 
$4 students,$5 non-

students. 

liana Bromberg H a n S Z e i l C o l l e g e 
FOR THE THRESHER 

If you knew it would be this fun, you'd have auditioned 
too. Full of life and excitement, Hanszen College's 
production of Guys and Dolls is one show that you should 
not miss this fall. The talent on stage is sure to amaze in 
all aspects: singing, acting and dancing. 

For those unfamiliar wi th th is classic musical, com-
posed by Frank Loesser, the plot revolves around a bet 

between two New 
York craps shoot-

I ers in the 1940s. 
Nathan Det ro i t 
(Brown Col lege 
sen ior Danny 
O p p e n h e i m e r ) 
be t s Sky 
Masterson(Wiess 
Co l l ege sen ior 

Mike du Laney) that he cannot take mission leader Sarah 
Brown (Jones College senior Kristin Sharpley) wi th him 
to Havana, Cuba, for an evening. Also in the picture are 
Nathan's long-time fiancee Adelaide (Hanszen sopho-
more Andrea Lubawy) and a host of entertaining gam-

blers, cabaret dancers 
and frustrated mission-
aries. Hanszen senior 
Naomi Horowitz opts for 
t rad i t ional d i rect ion, 
lett ing the story unfold 
one song at a t ime. 

The beginning of the 
show, a tr ibute to New 
York and its diverse 

characters, sets the stage for fun. After peppering the 
audience wi th questions about which horse to bet on in 
the upcoming race, Benny Southstreet (Hanszen fresh-
man Dennis Arrowsmith), Nicely-Nicely Johnson (Wiess 
senior, Ben Eley) and Rusty Charlie (graduate student 
Tom Bisciglia) get the show started wi th the beautifully 
sung "Fugue for Tinhorns." I think I could listen to these 
three men sing in harmony all night. They sing with 
strong voices, in harmony and in tune. In a few of the 
songs, mostly toward the beginning of the show, the 
dancing is not quite up to snuff, but their singing ability 
makes up for this lack in most cases. 

Sharpley, a voice major, enhancesthe musical strength 
of the cast. Each of her songs is pure bliss. She navigates 
her character 's changes wi th skil l , showing she can act 
as well as sing. I completely believed she had fallen in 
love wi th Sky the moment they met. The blocking in the 
meeting scene between Sky and Sarah is staged well, 
except for the podium center stage which may block the 
view of some audience members. 

The Havana scene, in fact, is one of the best in the 
play. The costumes are both beautiful and f lattering on 
the performers. Though the costumers may have con-
fused Cuba and Mexico at t imes, the ambience of the 
scene is wonderful. It is a great break from the drab 
streets of New York where most of the play is set. , 

See GUYS, Page 15 
#=-

Abovfe: Dancers wear costumes by Becky Foley 
Below: Adelaide (Andrea Lubawy) and Nathan (Danny 

Oppenheimer) vacillate about marriage. 

Rice Players 

(out of five) 

| November 11-13, 
I f i iCI* 17-20 at 8 p.m. 
$4 students,$6 faculty/staff, 

$8 non-Rice. 

Tom Crippen 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Think Alfred Hitchcock. Now stop. Repeat. This will 
allow you to visualize the Rice Players' production of 
Postmortem before actually watching it. Many elements 
in its script and staging are rooted in Hitchcock's work. 
Though Postmortem does not capture the same intensity 
and urgency, or keep its audience wrapped up in the story 
and begging for an end to the suspense, it almost does. 

Postmortem's 
plot centers on 

rating;.:, a weekend that 
the cast of a 
1920s Sherlock 
Holmes produc-
t ion spends at 
the coun t r y 
home of the lead 
actor, Wi l l iam 
Gillette (gradu-

ate student Todd Welbes). Gillette portrays Sherlock 
Holmes in the play 
wi th in the play, and 
"plays" Holmes in real 
life — smoking a pipe 
and sleuthing. He tries 
to solve the mystery 
surrounding the death 
of hi sex-lover, while he 
is himself pursued by a 
killer. 

The cast 's seven solid performers work well together, 
their high points coming late in the play in moments of 
extreme suspicion and emotion. If you are disheartened 
by these Rice students' attempts at playing '20s upper-
crust theater-types early in the play (particularly their 
inability to seem natural while smoking), stick around for 
the scenes where they accuse each other of murder. 

In particular, JonesCollege sophomore Corey Cogswell, 
who plays smart-ass Bobby Carlyle, seems a l i t t le awk-
ward in his banter with.May Dison (Jones freshman Amy 
Boratko) early in the play. Later in the play, however, 
both shine through more intense, emotional dialogue. 
Welbes, as Gillette, delivers a superb performance, and 
along wi th grad student Carl Huffman as Leo Barret, 
seems very natural in the expository scenes of chatter, 
smoking and drinking. 

Sid Richardson College senior Simi Blair does well as 
the didactic, skeptical Marrion Barret, although her 
condescension and snobbery are sometimes unconvinc-
ing. Brown College junior Rachel Tolbert, as old Aunt 
Lilly, appears compassionate and sane enough to be a 
potential murderer. Hanszen freshman Richa Dubey seems 
harmless as Louise Parradine, although it seems no 
accident that her first costume is strait jacket white. 

The script allows for a good deal off one-on-one inter-
action between cast members, which, in general, goes 
better than the group scenes. The actors appear to 
have spent a good deal of t ime refining the later scenes 
when tensions and suspicions are at their highest. 

See POSTMORTEM, Page 15 

Above: Leo Barret (Carl Huffman) looks dapper as he 
contemplates the mystery of It all in Postmortem. 

Below: May (Amy Boratko, left) and Marrion (Simi Blair). 
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ASTHMA PATIENTS NEEDED 
The Division of Allergy and Immunology is the site 
of a research asthma study. We are looking for patisnx 
wno have &een ct&gnosfrd with asthma /or at least 2 
y*a;s and would be interested ̂ participating in our 
asthma study, f yoj are at least 16 yeare of age, a 
non-smoker ard nave transportation, ptease call Mary" 
at 713-600*642 for more ^ 
information. Compensation is ' ; ; f T i < / S 

p/Gvidf ld . 'i rw .-fvi/m 

EDWARDS CINEMAS 
GRAND PALACE STADIUM 24 CINEMAS 713/871-8880 
LOCATED JUST NORTH OF THE SOUTHWEST FREEWAY ON WESUYAN AT THE GREENWAY PLAZA 

AUDITORIUM FEATURES STADIUM SEATING & S1ATE OF THE-ART DIGITAL SOUND 
DAILY MATINEE PRICE AVAILABLE FOR ALL SHOWS STARTING AT OR BEFORE 5 15 PM 

• POKEMON (G) 
S H O W I N G ON FOUR S C R K N S 

CALL THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

• BEING JOHN MALXOVICH (Rl 
S H O W I N G ON T W O S C R E E N S 

C A L L THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

• THE MESSENGER: THE 
STORY OF JOAN OF ARC (R) 

S H O W I N G O N T W O S C R E E N S 
C A L I THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

• DOGMA (R| 
C A L I THEATRE FOR S H O W T i M ! S 

• LIGHT IT UP (R| 
CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES 

• ANYWHERE BUT HERE (PG-13) 
C A I L THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

• THE BACHELOR (PG-13) 
C A L L T H E A T R E J O H S H O W T I M E S 

• THE BONE COLLECTOR (Rl 
CALL THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

• THE INSIDER (Rl 
C A L L THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

HOUSE ON HAUNTED HILL (R) 
C A L L THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

THREE TO TANGO (PG-13) 
C A L L THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

MUSIC OF THE HEART |PG| 
CALL THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

AMERICAN BEAUTY (R) 
CALL THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

BRINGING OUT THE DEAD (R) 
C A ; L THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

• FIGHT CLU6 (Rl 
CALL THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY (R) 
CAI_l J H E A T R E F O R S H O W T I M E S 

SUPERSTAR (PG-13) 
C A L I THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E S 

THE BEST MAN (R| 
C A I L THEATRE FOR S H O W T I M E ; . 

THREE KINGS (R) 
CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES 

• INDICATES SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT NO G A T S ACCEPTED 

^ ) Present this COUPON at Edwards theatre concession counter i P \ 

' f l t t f POPCORN COUPONS 
One 40o. popcorn por coupon Cmnnot bm contbino* vwitH othor ottmrn / > J 1111 J 
OW<.f V>»d Monday, Movember 1st - Sunday, Wovember 14M OfldV rT\ 

L S A T ^ M A T l ^ R E i l J V I C A f l a O E F O l D A T 

Relax, it's only 
your future we're 

talking about. 
Classes starting soon in Rice Village! 

GRE November 14 
MCAT December 4 & January 20 

1 - 8 0 0 - K A P - T E S T 
kaptest .com AOL keyword: kaplan 

Kaplan gets you in. 

STUDENT TRAVEL 
Planning Trips 

for Generations 

Y, and Z . 

London $ 3 6 6 ' 

Paris $ 4 1 0 
*\ 

Tokyo $ 8 3 7 

Madrid $ 4 5 7 

(800) 777-0112 

TRAVEL 
We've Been There. 

LIZZIE TAISHOFF/THRESHER ROB GADDI/THRESHER 

www. statravel. com 
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'Chess' plays cold war games 
From CHESS, Page 12 

When Dinavahi started to sing, I 
stopped taking notes. When she fin-
ished, I wrote "damn." She's good. 
In fact she 's stellar. Every one of my 
high school memories crowded back 
into my head, and, even as I was 
feeling the pain of a Hungarian refu-
gee and orphan, I was remembering 
my own pain as a freshman invited to 
the senior prom and not allowed to 
go. This is musical theater. 

Not only can she sing, she can 
act. In fact, much of the acting was 
above average for Rice college the-
ater. O'Brien is a professional actor, 
and his skill seems to have rubbed 
off. Keith pulls off the part of 
Sergievsky with unusual skill, Rus-
sian accent and all. Not all of his 
singing hits the mark — or the note 
— but his acting is great. I believed 
in his chess genius and his turmoil 
over his Russian citizenship, and I 
even believed in his magical love-at-
first-sight bond with Florence. 

As usual, Phil Mayor, a Will Rice 
College sophomore, turns in a stun-
ning performance as Molokov, a 
Russian henchman. He plays, true 
pinko commie scum through the 
musical while maintaining this James 
Bond savior-faire that makes you 
want to ask him out for drinks after-
ward. The clove cigarettes and black 
suit are perfect finishing touches to 

his hate-me, love-me character. 
The list of dead-on hits continues 

with Brown Col l ege a s s oc i a t e 
Tamara Silver as the arbiter of the 
chess match. But the show has a 
couple of misses. Sid Richardson 
College sophomore Phil Haussmann 
plays Walter,an American agent. He 
lacks some of the energy necessary 
to play opposite Mayor and tends to 
be overpowered by the clove-smok-
ing, human devil, Molokov. 

The set isn't as inspired as some 
of Lovett t h e a t e r ' s p r ev ious 
fantastical creations. The theme of 
white and black squares is interest-
ing but just doesn't seem to go far 
enough. The blocking isn't what it 
could have been, given the amount 
of stage space. Actors tend to be 
squashed into corners or downstage, 
when things could have been spread 
out to create a larger image. 

Despite a couple of details, how-
ever, this show is still one of my 
favorites. Pulling together a show 
with this size of technical crew and 
cast is an amazing feat. Director and 
Lovett senior Jonathan Borck has 
put together a very good production 
that flows well — especially chal-
lenging, given its incredibly compli-
cated nature. And certainly, any show 
that can keep me interested and in 
the theater zone for two and a half 
hours deserves some real credit. 

,S3nAeuAefo-SfouAcA/,J&ru> 
ONE Of THE AHMtUKIVeueC* 

Houston, TX 

Environmental Health and Safety Intern Position 
Rate: $14.00/hr 

20 Hrs a week 

Basic Requirements: 
• Pursuing Bachelor's or advanced degree in the Safety/Environmental or 

Engineering field or equivalent. 

• Knowledge of environmental rules and regulations. 

• Excellent computer skills - including Word, Excel, Lotus Notes, PowerPoint a plus. 

• HAZMAT training a plus. 

• Industrial hygiene experience. 

• Experience in safety walks and surveys, i.e. asbestos, fuel source hazard, safety 
shower inspections, daily safety walkthroughs, behavior-based safety, chemical, 
Corporate EH&S requirements, PPE compliance. 

Primary Responsibilities: 
• Assist with required permit compliance tours. 

• Assist with preparation of mandatory environmental reports, request including 

distribution and filing. 

• Filing and light clerical work. 

• Assist in accident investigations. 

• Help in testing the completeness and functionality of plant alarm system. 

• Plan, set up, and execute a Plant Evacuation drill. 

• Work with Ergonomics Committee. 

• Work with Risk Management Program (RM) and Process Safety Management 

(PST) as needed. 

• Help conduct Confined Spaced surveys and stickering. 

• Work with beer distribution. 

• Conduct specialty surveys around chemicals, safety signage, lasers, respiratory 

and rescue equipment. 

All interested applicants, please forward your resume to: Anheuser -Busch , Inc., 

775 Gellhorn, Houston, TX 77029, Job Code: EHS Intern. 

For consideration for other available positions in the brewery, please call our jobline at: 

713-670-1629 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
Anheuser-Busch is a drug free environment 
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Nice 'Trick,' but no made 'Style' 

' t r ick style' 

Johnny So 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Somet imesthere are those extra special games 
tha t , seeing them at my friendly neighborhood 
video store, I 'm compel led to rent them. Trick 
Style was one of those games.But af ter I got past 
the appeal ing cover art and actual ly played the 
game, I w a s left w i t h tha t empty feel ing every 
gamer must feel when their hopes for a game are 
summari ly dashed, and those t w o fateful words 
begin t o creep out of the i r mouths ... "That 's i t?" 

Yes, Trick Style is not exact ly a stand-out 
game for the Dreamcast . The premise is pret ty 
basic: you pick out your racer and hoverboard, 
race against several other computer-contro l led 
opponents, and then see who can make it t o the 
f inish line f i rs t . The way Trick Style di f fers f rom 
other racing games is the player 's abi l i ty to 
perform t r i cks . And whi le th is is somewhat in-
t r iguing at f i rs t , it qu ick ly grows sta le because 
the t r i cks are much too easy. Don't expect any 

in t r ica te bu t ton 
c o m b i n a t i o n s 
r e q u i r i n g pre-
c ise t i m i n g or 
m a d s k i l l s — 
jus t mash down 
a bunch of but-
t o n s and your 
c h a r a c t e r is 
b o u n d t o do 
s o m e t h i n g . Of 
course, not all 

the t r i cks are very cool to begin w i th . Sure, a 
couple of them made me stop and look, but don ' t 
expect anything jaw-dropping. 

Another problem w i th the game is that i ts 
racing aspect is r iddled w i th small but incredibly 
annoying hang-ups. I t ' s d i f f icul t to see where the 
t rack is headed, so instead of banking into a turn 
I wound up ramming into a concre te wal l and 
eat ing i t . The t r a c k s are also so t ight ly-spaced 
that it makes col l is ions w i th other racers a 
constant annoyance unless you use the "bu l ly" 
c lass of racer ( those w i th great s t rength) ; other-
wise, you' l l be spending a lot of t ime k iss ing the 
pavement. I wonder why the programmers even 
bothered to include the " t r i cks te r " and " racer" 
categor ies of charac ters because i t ' s a lmost 
impossible to w in w i t h them. 

But perhaps the biggest flaw of all in the 

System: Sega Dreamcast 
Rating: + * (out of five) 

Developer: Criterion 
# of players: 1 to 2 

Price: $49.99 

SCREEN / A K K L A I M 

game, is t ha t it g ives you no feel ing whatsoever of 
going fas t . The backgrounds go by so slowly tha t you 
begin t o forget tha t i t ' s even a race. W h a t ' s more, 
the programmers had the audaci ty to put a speed-
ometer on the screen to te l l you how fast you can 
only w ish you were going. 

Ah, but if there is one th ing tha t Trick Sty le does 
del iver, i t ' s v isuals. The charac ters and boards at 
least look good. I only w ish the charac te rs had a bit 
more var iety in thei r movements . Regardless of who 
performs the t r i c k s they all look ident ica l , and t he 
charac te rs a lways run through the same mot ions 
each t i m e they w in or lose. 

W i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e g a m e ' s m u s i c , I hope you l ike 
techno because tha t all there is. And as for t he in-
game audio, wel l , you 'd be pret ty hard pressed to 
f ind any excep t for the repet i t ive taun ts t h rown your 
way f rom o ther . racersand the sound of your charac-
ter groaning. ' 

There w a s such potent ia l for th is game — too bad 
i ts execu t i on leaves much to be desired. My opin ion 
is tha t Trick S f y /e j us t plain suffers f rom an ident i ty 
cr is is; does it wan t t o be a racing game or a t r i ck 
game? It wou ld appear t ha t the programmers ' at-
t emp t t o make it bo th causes it t o fal l shor t on bo th 
accounts . Whi le not a complete ly bad game, it loses 
i ts charrrT so quick ly tha t you' l l be c lamor ing for 
someth ing else to play. This one 's d o o m e d t o a life 
on the c learance rack. 

Arthurian antics reign high in Baker 'Camelot' 
From CAMELOT, Page 14 

As Merlyn, Wiess sophomore 
Josh Hale's acting is a bit hesitant, 
but he provides a .good show as 
Arthur's tutor. Eleanor Garrett, a 
Brown sophomore, makes an en-
chanting Nimue,-who takes Merlyn 
and his magic away with her. Baker 
sophomore Laurie Scott also plays 
an enrapturing Morgan le Fey, pro-
viding an interesting interpretation 
of her palace and the surrounding 
forest. 

The scenes that include the cho-
rus are some of the most engaging 
because of excellent staging. The 
chorus' gaze into the audience was 
so intense that I found myself look-
ing behind me to see if something 

was really there. 
The set design, by Scheid and 

Nebel, uses the space in the Baker 
Commons very well. The stage is 
very simple, with a backdrop of only 
ladders, cleverly used as both trees 
and castle walls. The production is 
set in the middle of the Commons, 
so the surrounding space is tight 
and cozy. 

Transitions between scenes are 
maneuvered using minimal props. 
The charming, well-crafted stained 
glass, made by Baker f reshman 
Megan Arendt, accents Lancelot 
well. Costume designs by Baker 
f r e s h m e n Rachel P i e r s o n and 
Stephanie Hsia add flair to the fairy 
tale setting. 

The oast^-excellent vocal talent 
blends well under Baker sophomore 
Clara Rottsolk's direction, although 
the vocals and orchestra ido not al-
ways line up well. The orchestra, 
directed by Baker sophomore Sarah 
Ainsworth, often overpowered the 
singers. 

The minimal choreography is 
charming, but the dancers could use 
more attitude. The stage tends to 
look messy and cluttered when the 
chorus is4j^ncing» and the execu-
tion of the moves could be cleaner. 

Overall, despite some flaws, this 
production is enjoyable. The cast 
and crew have obviously worked 
hard to share the fun with the audi-
ence. 

friday, november 19. lOptn 

www.strangefolSr.com 

http://www.strangefolSr.com
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'Guys and Dolls' gamble at Hanszen 
From GUYS, Page 13 

The choreography in this scene, 
by Hanszen senior Shilpa Sarang, is 
both well-designed and well-per-
formed. The actors have obviously 
worked hard to make this scene ex-
citing and fun, and they" have suc-
ceeded. It ends with a brawl worthy 
of a rumble in West Side Story. 

The pit orchestra is also notable. 
Ix>d by Lovett sophomore Simon 
Fink, it has a full, balanced sound. 
The musicians play with skill and 
add to the energy of the scene. 

Lubawy leads the Hot Box Girls 
in two-Cabaret- tunes during the 
show. These girls are truly ador-

able, as all Hot Box Girls should be. 
Their dancing isn't perfect, but that 
adds to the charm. 

More could have been done with 
the set for the sewer scene, but the 
dimmer lighting adds to the aura of 
the sewers. The audience is re-
warded for si t t ing through the 
(seemingly endless, though funny) 
dialogue with a great rendition of 
"Luck Be A lady." Du Ianey shows 
off his immense singing skill in this 
song, made famous by Frank Sinatra. 

Lubawy does well in the second 

this tune; she seemed to be stuck in 
the corner. Nevertheless, it's nice to 
hear this song done without the usual 
belting — Lubawy's pretty voice 
makes for a nice change of pace. 

"Sit Down You're Rocking the 
Boat" is a song worth mentioning; 
the entire cast (except Sky) sing and 
dance in this rollicking masterpiece, 
led by Eley. You'll be singing along 
by the end, and don't miss the great 
dancing on stage. 

Guys and Dolls is definitely worth 
seeing, even if you've seen the show 

act with her solo pieces, includinjf~~'before. In the words of Nathan De-
"Adelaide's lament ." I do wish she troit, "So sue me, sue mcv-what can 
had moved around a little more in you do to me, I love" this show! 

Life is a 'Beach' in Simon's 'Memoirs' 
From MEMOIRS, Page 12 

The interaction between charac-
ters seems to improve relative to 
their placement on the set. The 
discussions of the brothers in their 
room, the sisters in theirs, and vari-
ous couples on the front doorsteps 
demonstrate acting prowess some-
times lost in the main living room. 

The set, designed by Wiess fresh-
man Victoria Zyp, occupies a large 
portion of the Wiess Commons and 
is very detailed. Despite the unnerv-
ing, overpowering presence of the 
color blue, one cannot help but ap-
preciate the layout and the way it 

integrates with the play, leaving very 
few opportunities for actors to hide 
from the audience.. 

Indeed , Wies s sen io r Doug 
Bortzfield and Wiess freshman April 
Stevens, the play's directors, deserve 
credit for the production's blocking 
and smooth shift of focus. 

The single chair in the living room 
is mostly occupied by Will Rice se-
nior Dan Rodney in what is the best 
performance of the production play-
ing Jack, Stan and Eugene's father. 
Rodney carries the subtle wisdom of 
the character upon his heavily pow-
dered brow. The Jewish father has 

worked harder than his years, and 
troubled by both family problems 
and the backdrop of an imminent 
World War II, he cares for his family 
and doles out wise advice. As Jack, 
Rodney draws both respect and pity 
from the audience and brings out 
the best in the other characters. 

The performers as a whole are 
energetic and give the piece prob-
ably more than it deserves. If you're 
willing to see yet another not-quite-
as-bad-off-as-77te Grapes of Wrath-
family production, then Brighton 
Beach Memoirs is by no means time 
wasted. 

Rice Players prove lively in 'Postmortem' 
From POSTMORTEM, Page 13 

The action takes place against a 
stuffy set with a good deal of poten-
tial hiding places and other typical 
mystery fare. The hidden liquor cabi-
net, exposed early in the play, was 
enough to keep me looking for other 
mysteries about the set. The 1920s 
mansion is filled with eccentric trin-
kets. With all these things lying about 
in corners, the central area where 
much of the action takes place seems 
a bit crowded. Some important visu-
als are hidden behind a table or sofa 
due to blocking problems. Some 
practical things — like the anachro-

nistic plastic trash can liner and the 
inconvenient lack of ashtrays — 
stand out, but don't cause any real 
problems. In truth, the crew and 
directorial staff seem to be paying 
strict attention to detail. 

Despite problems with some of 
their large group interaction, the cast 
does very well in the seance scene, 
conducted by Louise and Gillette. 
Their dynamic is good, everyone's 
bitterness towards the other charac-
ters (there's always bitterness in 
theater) is developed, and even 
Carlyle's unwarranted comments 
come off as clever. 

However, the play comes up short 
in many wa^s. Just when the cast 
seems to be getting everything right, 
someone delivers a line inconsistent 
with the mood of his or her charac-
ter. Just when Gillette reveals his 
Sherlockian deduction of why Louise 
was late for the party, you can't see 
the mud on her shoe because a table 
obstructs it. Tlje cast and staff really 
aim at perfection and are nearly 
there.They've made a really fun play, 
and the flaws are in the details. Call 
me anal for holding that against 
them. That just explains why I like 
Hitchcock so much. 

SKYDIVE 
@SHydive Houston 

i-800-JUM POUT 
Ad Specia l : $ 1 3 9 T a n d e m thru Nov. 

Normal ly $ 1 6 9 

INTERESTED IN RESEARCH 
IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES? 

Summer Undergraduate Research Program in 

Cell and Molecular 
PHYSIOLOGY 

University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

At Carolina, you can study the molecular 
basis of diseases such as cancer, 
cystic fibrosis, schizophrenia, 

muscular dystrophy and heart disease. 

Independent project in a faculty lab will introduce rising 
juniors and seniors to graduate school life. 

$2500 stipend, housing and meals for 10-week program. 
Applications due March 1, 2000 

Contact Sharon Milgram by e-mail: milg@med.unc.edu 
Visit our website: www.med.unc./physiolo/ 

eriai Theater 
www.aerialtheater.com 

One cannot live on 
sex and candy alone. 
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NEXT FRIDAY! 

NOVEMBER 19 
Visit wwtyticketmaster.com/texas and register to win tickets and exclusive merchandise. 

T o a ^ s r w ( 7 1 3 ) 6 2 9 - 3 7 0 0 

FIESTA * FOLEY'S * KROGER www.l jcketmnstor.com 
All I It. KI IS SUB.III. T TO SERVICE CHARM DA? E VI NllI AND SUPPORT AC I{S> SUB II C 1 10 ( HANOI WITH 

Aer ia l Theater Box Off ice 520 Texas Ave. 71 3-230-1600 
| Houston Ch> ;cle 

houstoiK hi m 

mailto:milg@med.unc.edu
http://www.aerialtheater.com
http://www.ljcketmnstor.com
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We're better for your brain. We're netLibrary . We're thousands of books online. 
As in, ready to read, research and save you t ime and effort. We call them eBooks 
and they're right on your computer. 2 4 / 7 . Ask your campus librarian or check us out at 

www.netLibrary.com 

GET TO THE GOOD PART. 

http://www.netLibrary.com
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A painful secret 

Riki Conrey 

camera by Rob 
You can't tell, but that glow-stick is 

luminescent green scene. 
The Nov. 5 Will Rice Rave drew 
quite a crowd — and introduced 
"Touch me!" as a Rice pickup line. 

Self-injury 

This^ is self-injury. It's not masochism, hysteria or a plea for 
attention. It is s6lf-harm or self-mutilation. Occasionally it involves 
the breaking of bones or burning, but the most common form 
includes cutting, scoring or slicing the skin with sharp objects. 

W H A T IS SELF-INJURY? 

Self-injury is defined as deliberately ca'using harm to yourself, 
leaving marks that last for more than an hour. 

It is usually way of dealing with emotions — feelings of 
unconnectedness, anxiety or obsessiveness. 

The condition of repetitive self-injury is defined by frequent 
thoughts of doing it again. 

Self-injury is a response to any one of the emotions above. Women 
tend to be especially affected. Some estimates place the rate at abou | 
1 percent of the population. But somehow it doesn't have the wide-
spread glam-media appeal of eating disorders, so the issue isn't as 
well-publicized. Only very rarely does a movie star or a supermodel 
come out of the self-injury closet. Drug addictions and eating disor-
ders exist in Hollywood, and, therefore, the world, but self-injury is 
still extremely heavily stigmatized. 

WHO SELF-INJURES? 

The majority of self-injurers are women. 
They are not, however,^gll prone to wearing too much eyeliner. 

They are not all young. In fact, you probably know someone who self-
injures. It may be the guy down the hall. It- could be a cousin or 
someone you work with. Or it could be someone you're dating. The 
thing is, you can't tell. "It should be obvious, right?" you might ask. "I 
mean, if there are all these marks 6n the skin..." Scars can be obvious, 
but don't forget about long sleeves. Most people who self-injure don't 
want other people to know. So, you won't unless they tell you. 

Sometimes cutting is associated with a mental health problem like 
depression or even borderline personality disorder. Bui it isn't al-
ways, so don't make any assumptions. 

W H A T SHOULD I DO IF I SELF-INJURE? 

The number-one thing to know about self-injury is that you're not 
the only one. The Internet is full of great resources including an 
excellent page entitled "Self-Injury: You Are Not the Only One" at 
http://www.palace.net/~llama/psych/intro.html. Start there. 

And, when you're ready, you'll need help. It's scary, but self-injury 
doesn't just go away on its own. The Rice Counseling Center can help 
you out. Call (713) 527-4867. 

W H A T SHOULD I DO IF I KNOW 
SOMEONE WHO SELF-INJURES? 

Reading this is the first step. Knowing that the problem exists and 
can be fixed is really important. Don't avoid the subject when some-
one tells you that she is a self-injurer. Don't force her to talk about it 
either, but don't act all grossed out. Do what good friends do — tell 
her you love and support her and give her the phone number of a 
counseling center. 

Fat Music. 

Love, 
bu2z.com 

The HoneyBuff Awaits You... 

A Rice student 

My proudest achievement to date is the ability to wear my Esperanza 
dress. Through scar care and a strong will, I can now wear a dress that 
has straps that leave my shoulders and upper arms bare. It isn't much, 
but it is a step forward. 

Self-destruction is all the rage these days. It's trendy 
to stop eating. Anorexia and bulimia, crippling diseases, 
are in fashion. But, there is one particularly self-destruc-
tive behavior, self-mutilation, or "cutting," — which is 
only whispered about, if discussed at all. And it is 
something with which 1 have been struggling for the 
past five years, v , 

I've realized that cutting is a 

tool I use to cry out to others 

for help. 

1 remember my friend, "Jane," first telling me about 
the nights she spent with razors and glass shards. 
Ripping her skin with sharp objects made her feel alive, 
she told me, because she felt dead inside. I saw the scars 
and at first I was horrified. 

My initial revulsion was replaced, through a process 
I still don't understand, with curiosity and then interest. 
The complex shapes she had carved in her upper arms 
and around her breasts were strangely seductive: It was 
a language I couldn't understand, yet one 1 was drawn to. 

Inside I felt dead, too. I was 16, surrounded by 
classmates who didn't understand me and never would. 
My parents were completely out of touch with me — my 
mother seemed to spend all her time appeasing my 
demanding and angry father. Having a sister who was in 
the throes of undiagnosed anorexia and deep depres-
sion did not help matters either. 

Jane had described her elaborate rituals to me, from 
first cleaning the site to choosing her tools to pouring 
alcohol over the wound to make it sting. Disinfection 
was an afterthought. 

The first time I cut, I was alone in the house, standing 
in my dark room, the door shut. I used the sharp, pin-like 
end of a trophy I had won debating just the previous 
weekend. There was something symbolic in that for me. 
Here was something I had been awarded for excellence 
and achievement — not in public speaking — but for 
suppressing my inner turmoil enough to get up on stage 
and present another persona. The scrapes only scored 
my flesh at first. What surprised me was that I didn't feel 
pain. I am afraid of pain. 

Then I really got going. I tore into my upper arm and 
cut the skin to ribbons. In the weeks to come 1 experi-

mented with razors and a vase I broke 
while vacuuming. I even burned myself 
with one of my father's cigarettes I'd 
taken out of his desk drawer. 

I cut on an almost weekly basis for 
two and a half years. It never really did 

make the inner pain go away, but it made me feel alive 
in a strange way. I saw my blood. If I could bleed, I was 
alive. I slept less and less. My dreams were about the 
next time I would cut. I kept a box in the back of my 
closet with my weapons. In my mind I could have gone 
on like this forever. 

But one night, I was in the bathroom, my new favorite 
spot because the cleanup was easier. I could always say 
I nicked myself shaving. I heard someone outside the 
door, then I heard a knock, then the door opened a 
crack. I could have sworn I locked it. On the other side 
was my sister. "What are you doing?" Her words were a 
combination of concern and curiosity. There was no 
criticism there, just the voice of a confused 12-year-old 
who happened on her sister covered with blood. I fell 
into a heap on the bathroom floor sobbing my eyes out. 
I never told her what I was doing or why. I just vowed to 
myself never to do it again. I had kept that promise too, 
until this past semester. Some very difficult things hap-
pened in my life and I turned back to cutting. 

This time I scored myself with a pin I found. The 

Ripping her skin with sharp 

objects made her feel alive, 

she told me. 

wounds were temporary, leaving no scars, or even scabs, 
to pick at and exacerbate. I caught myself this time and 
I stopped before I got anywhere close to starting in 
earnest again. I have learned to say no twthe urge. I have 
found that I am ^live inside again. But the healing 
process does not end with my ability to stop cutting this 
once. I think about it — sometimes I talk about doing it, 
but those are empty threats. 

I've been in therapy, and I've spent a lot of time on my 
own. Finally, I've realized that cutting is a tool I use to 
cry out to others for help, for the attention that I desper-
ately want but don't love myself enough to accept. Now 
I bite my nails to extinction, but ending that is my next 
step in recovery. On my skin, the wounds have healed, 
and most of the scars have faded. But the toughest 
wound to heal — myself — still bears scars. 

Editor's note: Due to the extremely sensitive nature of the 
material, the author's name has been withheld 

Attention 
JUNIORS 
Applications are now being accepted 
for the Master of Physical Therapy 
Program at Angelo State University 

The 3+3 MPT Program allows admission after completion ofd 

your junior year 

ASU's inaugural MPT class will begin July/August of 2000 

Scholarships covering tuition and fees are available to 

qualified students 

To Become a Part of ASU's Inaugural MPT Class, College 

Juniors Must: 

• Have completed 90 semester credit hours of undergraduate 

work by June 30,2000 

• Have a cumulative 6PA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale 

• Have a minimum grade of B in all PT prerequisites 

• Submit admission materials to the ASU Graduate Office by 
January 15,2000 

. • Have completed 75 observation or employment hours in 3 
different areas of clinical practice by March 15,2000 

• Have taken the GRE 

angelo.edu/dept/physther 
Email: graduate.school@angelo.edu 
A M E M B E R O F T H E T E X A S S T A T E U N I V E R S I T Y S Y S T E M 

MPT 
Angelo State University is 
one of Texas' premier regional 
universities. Located in scenic 
and historic San Angelo. ASU 
otters a pleasant learning 
environment where personal 
attention and mentoring 
enhance the educational 
experience for students. 

For additional information 
concerning admission or the 
MPT Program, contact the ASU 
Graduate Office at 915-942-2169 
or Physical Therapy Department 
at 915-942-2545 

Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m 

6 
ANGELO STATE 

UNIVERSITY 

http://www.palace.net/~llama/psych/intro.html
mailto:graduate.school@angelo.edu
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YOURE WELOOME,SIR. FT 
WAS THE FIRST CHECK I 
WROTE. I'VE ALWAYSAP-
MIREP YOUR 00URA6E0U5 
STANCE ON CAMPAIGN 

F/NANCE 
REFORM. 

UM...THANKS, 
AY THE MY, 
YOUUNPER-
STANPI'M 
APPALLEPBY 

YOUR 6/FT. 

WELL, I JUST WANTEP 
TO CONGRATULATE you ON 
YOUR SUCCESSFUL IPO 
ANP TO THANK YOU FOR. 
YOUR SUPER PONATIONF 

MR. POONES-
BURY? JOHN 
MCCAIN HERE/ 

SENATOR! 
WHAT A 

SUR-
PRISE1 

ME, TOO. 
THAIS 

WHY 1 
MAPE 
IT. 

SO PIP 
YOU. WATCH 
THEF/RST 
SOP PE-
BATE? 

I PIP, 
SENATOR. 
TOO SAP 
GOVER-

NOR PUSH 
PIPN'T 
SHOW 

COULP YOU SELIEVE THAT7 
HIP/NG BEH/NPH/S W/FE'S 
EVENT, WHICH COULP'VE 
SEEN EAS/LY RESCHEPULEP? \ 
WHAT A WUS9 TH/S GUY IS/ 

M ? 

J u l 

WELL, HE CANT STAY 
HOME CRAMMING 70 BE 
PRESJPENT FOREVER / 
SOONER OR LATER, 

CLASS/SOOT/ 

ALBANYIS 
THE CAPITAL 

OF THIS 
"EMPIRE" 
STATE'. 

WHAT& 
VERMONT? 
CMON, 

GIMME A 
TOUGHER 

"4-v 

NOW TEXTBOOKS 

CAN EXPAND 
« 

YOUR WALLET AS WELL 

AS YOUR MIND. 

TEXTBOOKS.COM IS LOOKING FOR CAMPUS MANAGERS. 

Earn a compStitive salary while learning valuable marketing, sales and 

ecommerce skills. Campus Managers will be trained to manage people and 

host oncampus activities. We'll even give you credits for free textbooks. 

If you're interested, visit us at www.studentadvantage.com/textbooks.com. 

T E X T B O O K S . C O M 

®I999 taxtbooks.com 

© O B O D Y © O E S © P R I N G © R E A K S ©ETTER 

W C n r m n D r o o l / 

... by booking a 
Millennium 

Spring Break with Sunchase! 

1 t 

I . PANAMA CITY BEACH 

€ SOUTH PAD RE IS LAN D 

STEAMBOAT 

PAVTOI^. . BEACH 

BRECKENRIDCE 

1 £ X 

LASVECAS 

D EST IN 
I N F O R M A T I O N & RESERVATIONS 

1-800-SUNCHASE 
www.sunchase.com 

http://www.studentadvantage.com/textbooks.com
http://www.sunchase.com
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Chris Baskin 

-THRESHER SPORTS/commentary-

Despite collapse, Owls 
have had a great year 

Before I discuss the usual headline grabber 
otherwise known as our football team, I want to take a 
little time out to recognize two of Rice's lesser-known 
sports programs. 

Personally, I think running is a 
complete waste of time and the 
least fun exercise on this planet. 
Nevertheless, I still think it's 
pretty darn cool that our men's 
and women's cross country teams 
both won WAC championships — 
at the same time! Hey, if we're 
going to the best in the confer-
ence in something, it might as 
well not just be in math. We come 
from Rice, my friends — we can 
run long distances on at-times-uneven ground with 
the best of them. 

And let's not forget the women's soccer team. These 
ladies worked their shinguards off to beat schools with 
larger talent pools, more money and better facilities, and 
now they're going to the national tourney in Georgia. 
Way to go, girls — you're not just the best-looking club 
team at Rice, you're the best, period. 

New team, same story 
Now back to the football team, though I can't really 

think of anything new to say. Every season is like one 
of those unwatchable scenes in old movies. You know, 
the ones where some love-struck chick finds herself in 
a field of daisies. She picks one of the flowers and 
starts to pluck its petals to see if she's got any shot at 
getting with the dude she wants. "He loves me ... He 
loves me not. . . He loves me ..." Well, writing about 
the football team is the same way, only I'm the dude 
walking through the field with the flower. "They're 
good ... They suck ... They're good ... They suck ..." 

I can't handle this anymore. I try to be positive. I 
try to say good things about them when there are 
good things to be said. I try to be consistent in my 
opinions. But as hard as I've tried, I can't seem to 
succeed. Indeed, my gig hasn't been easy covering 
pigskin-toting Owls. In fact, it's been freaking 
impossible the way these guys have played over the 
past four years. Just when they get their Sisyphean 
rock to the top of the hill, the thing finds a way to roll 
its ass back down to the bottom. But for once, I 
thought this season would be different. 

Late swoon ruins travel plans 
I was all excited. I was on the horn with my travel 

agent all week because I was going wherever my 
Owls were going. I really wanted to go to Vegas, but I 
would settle for Mobile. I was prepared to spend the 
holiday season in the city where Rice would be 
bowling for the first time in 38 years. All the Owls had 
to do was roll a weak SMU squad or the somewhat 
more respectable Fresnecks, and my winter break 
would be golden. 

But instead of celebration, these past two weeks 
brought only horror. In consecutive losses to the 
Mustangs apd Bulldogs on foreign soil, also known as 
"grass," the Rice attack looked about as composed as 
a bathroom break on Mir. Injuries, fumbles, bad 
weather, mental mistakes — whatever could go 
wrong did. It was pathetic. No, actually, it was tragic. 
And devastating. But it wasn't just devastating to me 
and to Rice fans everywhere. More than anything, it 
was devastating to the players. 

I know I'm quite hypocritical at times, saying nasty 
things about players and coaches one day and good 
things the next. And as cold-hearted as I may be, I 
honestly feel terrible for the guys on the team — 
especially the seniors. They've worked their nuts off 
for four straight years, only to have their dreams 
dashed every season by heartbreaking late-season 
conference losses. Every year they've been taunted 
by glory, only to fall just short. 

Give these guys some credit 
And the last thing they need right now is an a-hole 

like me telling them how bad they are. Because they're 
not. They're actually the best bunch of bailers to grace 
the friendly confines of Rice Stadium since the Kennedy 
administration. These guys deserve a pat on the back 
and thanks for making this semester, and the last three 
fall semesters, a little more exciting for all of us. 

So the next time you're in line at Sammy's or 
saddled up to the bar on Pub Night and you bump 
into the well-muscled shoulders of a football player, 
buy the dude a drink and say congrats for a great 
year. Just because they couldn't win the WAC doesn't 
mean they're not champions. 

Chris Baskin is a Sid Richardson College senior. 
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LIZ RICE/THRESHER 

Sophomore offensive guard Heath Fowler (65) and the rest of Rice's offensive line go through drills during practice Monday. The 
Owls wrap up their regular season tomorrow when they host the University of Texas at El Paso at Rice Stadium. 

Owls lower sights entering season finale 
Rice still in contention for bowl game, but beating UTEP remains first priority 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

It's amazing how two losses can 
change a team's perspective. 

Two weeks ago, the Rice football team 
entertained visions of a Christmas vaca-
tion spent bowling. Now, they simply 
hope to avoid ending the 1999 season 
with a losing record. 

The Owls (5-5) host the University 
of Texas at El Paso in their regular 
season finale tomorrow. With a win, 
the team will have three of four win-
ning seasons for the first time since 
1960-'63. 

A win would also give the senior class 
a 25-19 record, the best mark since the 
1954 seniors won 26 games. 

A victory also keeps Rice mathemati-
cally alive for the Western Athletic Con-
ference championship, the title that was 
essentially theirs for the taking as re-
cently as last week. 

Before back-to-back road losses to 
Southern Methodist University and 
Fresno State University, the Owls were 
n control of their own destiny. Now, 
hey must depend on a number of factors 
0 even be considered for postseason 
>lay. 

Rice is obviously not pleased with the 
1 irnaround. But that doesn't mean any-
( ne, especially the 16 seniors who might 
play their last collegiate game tomor-

row, has given up on the rest of the 
season. 

"We've done a lot of really good 
things these last four years, but you're 
always going to remember that last 
game," senior defensive tackle Judd 
Smith said. "I think it's important for 
every senior to play their best that last 
game because that's something they'll 
remember for the rest of their lives. If 
we end up having a losing season, it'll 
taint our senior year." 

7 just want to win this 
game and then we 7/ see 
what happens. If it works 
out, great. But I'm not 
counting on it.' 

— c : 
Senior quarterback 

Rice's underclassmen are equally in-
tent on winning tomorrow's game, both 
for. the seniors and for the team as a 
whole. 

"It's always important to have a win-
ning record," sophomore safety Jason 
Hebert said. "The seniors are great guys 

and we want to win it for them also. 
Three winning seasons in four years for 
these seniors would be special." 

And there is still a chance, albeit a 
very remote one, for Rice to tie for the 
WAC championship and go to one of 
two bowl games with WAC tie-ins, the 
Las Vegas Bowl or the Mobile Alabama 
Bowl. 

The conference champion gets an 
automatic bid to the Las Vegas Bowl, and 
the Mobile Bowl chooses a second WAC 
team. 

It's unclear what would happen in the 
case of a tie for the championship, al-
though it appears the Las Vegas Bowl 
would get its choice of co-champions 
ancf the Mobile Bowl still gets its choice 
of any bowl-eligible team. 

There are a number of possible sce-
narios, most of which would have Rice 
staying home for the holidays. For the 
Owls to end up iq a bowl game, they 
w o u l d ' 11 

ol at least one 1'resno aum. „ 
luck and compassionate bowl officials. 

In other words, it probably won't hap-
pen. And in the unlikely event that every-
thing does go right, the Owls still must 
fulfill their part of the bargain by beating 
the Miners. For now, that is the only 
thing on their minds. 

"I just want to win this game and go 
out a winner," senior quarterback Chad 

See FOOTBALL, Page 22 

Women's tennis struggles at regional tourney 
by Chris Larson 

THRESHER EDITORIAL S W F 

The women's tennis team showed its 
depth last weekend as four Owls posted 
wins in a field filled with the region's top 
competition at the Intercollegiate Ten-
nis Association Southwest Regional tour-
nament at Texas A&M University. 

They also showed a good deal of vul-
nerability since no player advanced past 
the second round of the singles main 
draw. 

The Owls opened relatively strong 
with three players posting wins in the 
128-player first round. Senior Elle Lewis, 
the 11th seed, handled Louisiana State 
University's Mandy Rice 6-1, 6-4. 

Senior Charlotte Feasby, the 17th 
seed, dominated University of Texas at 
El Paso's Elisa Bjorklund 6-1, 6-2, while 
junior Erin Waters defeated LSU's Lauren 
Haddix 6-4, 6-2. 

Sophomore Judith Hagedorn putup a 
tough battle before falling 7-6,4-6,6-2 to 
the 13th seed in the field, Karin Ander-
son from Baylor University. The two Owl 
freshmen, Jeri Gonzales and Kylie Wallis, 
both struggled, losing in straight sets in 

the first round. 
"It was definitely a learning experi-

ence for the freshmen," Waters said. 
"They learned how tough the competi-
tion is and how many great players there 
are in the region." 

'Some people did well, but 
others were disappointed. 
Charlotte and Elle both 
came in seeded and lost... 
but that's how tennis is 
sometimes.' 

— Erin Waters 
Junior tennis player 

After the first round, however, things 
began to unravel. Lewis fell to unseeded 
Julie Morris ofTulane University. Leona 
Weirich of Texas Christian University, 
also unseeded, rallied to defeat Feasby, 

and Waters lost to the field's 6th seed, 
Martina Nedorostova of Texas A&M. 

Rice's failure to advance a team 
member to the round of 32 indicates 
that the team still has to improve to 
meet its goal of being one of the region's 
top teams. 

"Some people did well, but others 
were disappointed," Waters said. "Char-
lotte and Elle both came in seeded and 
lost, so they were disappointed, but that's 
how tennis is sometimes." 

Texas A&M, Tulane and the Univer-
sity of Houston, which together had 10 
players advance to the third round, all 
appear on Rice's schedule. 

Fellow Western Athletic Conference 
members TCU and Southern Methodist 
University also fared well, with three 
players each reaching the third round. 

After the main draw losses, several 
Owls rebounded to post strong wins in 
the consolation bracket. In the first-round 
consolation draw, comprised of the 64 
players who lost in the first round, 
Hagedorn was dominant. 

She was awarded the fourth seed and, 
after a first-round bye, proved herself 

See TENNIS, Page 20 
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Hagedorn shines, Lewis 
upset in consolation draw 
TENNIS, from Page 19 
worthy of the seed with two easy 
straight-set wins. In the 
quarterfinals, she scored another 
straight-set win before outlasting 
LSU's Mandy Rice 6-3, 2-6, 6-0 to 
move into the finals. 

Hagedorn's run came to an end 
in the final, where she fell 2-6, 6-0,6-
4 to UTEP's Elizabeth Stone. 

Rice's second-round losers also 
took advantage of the opportunity to 
continue playing in a consolation 
bracket. 

Each was awarded seeds in the 
bracket of 32 — Lewis the No. 1 
seed, Feasby the No. 2 seed and 
Waters the No. 7 seed — to earn 
first-round byes. 

Feasby won two matches before 
falling to th i rd-seeded Kaysie 
Smashey of UT in the semifinals. 

Waters scored a win before los-
ing to Smashey in the quarterfinals. 

Lewis, however, was not as suc-
cessful, falling victim in a major upset 
to unseeded Anne Mette of South-
eastern Louisiana University 6-0,6-1. 

Doubles play continued to be a 
bright spot for the Owls. The duos of 
Uiwis/Hagedorn and Feasby/Wa-
ters were awarded co-No. 9 seeds 

and both pairs won their first two 
matches to advance to the round of 
16. 

Hagedorn and Lewis then fell to 
the draw's third seed, a team from 
Texas A&M, while Feasby and Wa-
ters advanced to the quarterfinals 
before falling to a team from UT. 

"We played well in doubles," Wa-
ters said. "We were focused on the 
same goals and worked well to-
gether. In the quarterfinal match, 
the other team moved well and at-
tacked well, but we still had our 
chances. 

"It taught us that the higher level 
you go to, the fewer opportunities 
you will have to take advantage of to 
win — we need to learn to seize 
those opportunities." 

The tournament concluded Rice's 
fall tournament schedule. The Owls 
are now preparing to make the tran-
sition to the dual match season, 
which opens in January. 

"It's been a long season," Waters 
said. "We're really ready for the 
break, and it comes at the right time. 
We'll keep practicing, and three of 
us are playing in a tournament over 
Christmas, but for now it's definitely 
a lighter load." 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby 

( 7 i 3 ) 5 2 3 - 7 7 7 0 
_ 

One Medium ^ 46 
4) One Medium 

One-Topping Pizza 
| & 1 Drink 
I Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 
^ tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1/20$ y 

• 1 \ U ( , I V \ / / \ 

One Large 
One-Topping Pizza 

| & 2 Drinks 
I Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 
^ tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1120<t y 

$ 7 3 8 • 

UZ RICE/THRESHER 

Junior Erin Waters hits a backhand during practice last-week. Waters went 2-2 in singles play at last weekend's 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association Southwest Regional Tournament in College Station. Waters fared better in 
doubles play, where she and teammate Charlotte Feasby, a senior, advanced to the quarterfinals. 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
nov. 6-10 

FOOTBALL 

RICE 18 FRESNO STATE 47 

Rice 0 1 0 8 
Fresno St. 2 0 7 7 

0 

1 3 
18 
4 7 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 

Rice — Griffin 8-38, Leschber 8-27. Bradley 9-21, 
Richardson 17-11, Hawkins 1-6, Gary 1-3, Wulf 2-(-
7) 
FSU — Ward 19-148, Gaines8-48, Levi 8-37, McGill 
2 25. Wright 1-21. Armstrong 2-5, Volek 2 ( 1 0 ) 

Passing 

Rice — Richardson 9-13-0-123, Wulf 0-1-0-0 
FSU — Volek 12-15-0-155. Wright 1-1-0-49 

Receiving 

Rice — Okoronkwo 5-70, Leschber 2-24, Griffin 1-
21, Tillman 1 8 
FSU — Wright 5-71. Smith 4-54, Mahdi 1-49, Gaines 
1-20, Berrian 1-5, Harris 1-5 

Attendance — 39.097 

WAC STANDINGS 

(first record Is conference, second Is overall) 

Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 

4 1 
19 
114 
.193 
36 
2 
46 
9.5 

57 
15 
1 1 8 
.356 
56 
3 
54 
6.0 

FSU — Volek 1 run (Hanna kick) 
FSU — Gaines 20 pass from Volek (Hanna kick) 
FSU — Mahdi 49 pass from Wright (run failed) 
Rice —.Griffin 10 run (Crabtree kick) 
FSU — Ward 65 run (Hanna kick) 
Rice — Crabtree 27 field goal 
FSU — Smith 18 pass from Volek (Hanna'kick) 
Rice — Richardson 1 run (Richardson run) 
FSU — Berrian 5 pass from Volek (run failed) 
FSU — Levi 9 run (Hanna kick) 

Final Stats 

First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return yards 
Punts -Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Fresno St. 
Hawaii 
Rice 
TCU 
SMU 
UTEP 
San Jose St. 
T ulsa 

4 - 1 
4 - 2 
4 - 2 
3 - 2 
2 - 2 

2 - 3 
1 - 4 
1 - 5 

7 - 3 
6 - 3 
5 - 5 
4 - 4 
2 - 5 
4 - 6 
3 - 6 
2 - 7 

Rice — Kl Zelinka 12, K Smith 12 
SFA — Neimann 14, Rhodes 14, Stumbaugh 13 

Rice — M Davenport Pollock 36 
SFA — Dorcheus 53 

Digs 

Rice — Kl Zelinka 10 

SFA — Stumbaugh 14, Orndorff 13, Price 10 

Attendance — 100 

RICE 3 TEXAS-EL PASO 1 

1 5 1 3 1 5 1 5 

Rice FSU 

14 2 1 
99 274 
123 204 
222 478 
0 80 
6-42.8 1-22 
31 :31 28:29 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 0 STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 3 

1 5 1 3 6 

Rice UTEP 

6 1 60 
28 45 
165 174 
.200 .086 
53 52 
4 2 
63 73 
13.0 13.0 

Rice. 
SFA 

Final Stats 

4 1 1 1 2 
1 5 1 5 1 5 

Rice i SFA 

One in a Millennium. 
Celebrate the century with one-of-a-kind 
party dresses, gift certificates and instant 

holiday cash for your clothes! 

1614 Westheimer 
(between Dunlaw & Montrose) 

' 523-8701 
www.buffaloexchange.com 

R l e e - ^ 

UTEP 

Final Stats 

Kills 
Errors 
At tempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks _ 

Individual Stats 

Rice — IfcSmith 22, Kl Zel inka 20 
UTEP — Zimmerman 18 

Assists 

Rice — Thon 27, M Davenport Pollock 19 
UTEP — Gronert 48 

Digs 

Rice — Leman 19, Kl Zel inka 14, Craven 12 
UTEP — Nosan 15, Porter 12, Davis 12 

Attendance — 210 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

HOUSTON FLYERS 55 RICE 64 

Houston Flyers 3 3 
Rice 3 0 

2 2 — 

3 4 — 
55 
64 

Houston Flyers 
Sissel 7-21 2-3 18, Whitaker 1-9 1-2 3, Secrest 2-
3 0-0 4, Granger 4-17 8-9 16, Peakes 3-10 0-1 7. 
Carlson 0-0 0-0 0, Humphries 0-10-0 0, Andrews 1-
5 1-2 3, Harris 0-2 0-0 0, Riley 2-3 0-2 4 
Totals: 20-71 12-19 55 

Rice 
McKenzie 3-4 5 1 2 1 1 , Cooper 5-14 5-718, Bougaieff 
5 1 2 3-4 13, Tyndell 6-10 1-2 16, Wilks 0-7 0-0 0, 
Evans 0-1 1-2 1, Walton 0-1 1-3 1, Craig 1-2 0-0 2, 
Morgan 1-3 0-0 2 
Totals: 2 1 54 16-30 64 

Three-point goals — Houston Flyers: 3-23 (Sissel 2 
9, Whitaker 0-4, Granger 0-2, Peakes 1-6, Andrews 
0-1, Riley 0-1); Rice: 6-12 (Cooper 3-6, Bougaieff 0 
1. Tyndell 3-5) 

Rebounds — Houston Flyers: 48 (Sissel 9); Rice: 
48 (Cooper 13) 

Assists — Houston Flyers: 8 (Granger 4): Rice: 17 
(Tyndell 5) 

Attendance — 515 

http://www.buffaloexchange.com


THE RICE THRESHER SPORTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1999 21 

Owls post 64-55 exhibition victory 
by Ryan Keedy 

FOR THE THRESHER 

The men's basketball team posted 
a 64-55 exhibition game win against 
the semi-professional Houston Fly-
ers Tuesday night at Autry Court in 
a game featuring a lot of new faces. 

Head coach Willis Wilson said 
the outcome was very encouraging 
considering that five of the nine Owls 
who saw playing time were wearing 
a Rice jersey for the first time. 

'Tonight was a huge, huge step 
because it was tilt first night this 
team has played together," Wilson 
said. "There are a lot of positives 
that fans don't see but coaches see 
and players understand." -

NEXT WEEK 
The m e n ' s and women ' s 
basketball teams tip off the 
1 9 9 9 season with a 
doubleheader at Autry Court 
Nov. 19. Look for previews of 
both teams in next week's 
Thresher. 

One of the more obvious positives 
was junior forward Erik Cooper, who 
joins senior center Alex Bougaieff 
and junior guard s Shawn Tyndell an d 
Mike Wilks as the only returning 
players from last year's team. 

Cooper, who averaged 6.9 points 
and3.7 rebounds per game last year, 
led the Owls with 18 points, 13 re-
bounds and 37 minutes played. 

"I'm not looking to be the leader, 
but I'd relish the role," Cooper said. 
"We've got a four-man front, and on 
any night at least one of the four is 
going to have to step up." 

Bougaieff added 12 points and 13 
boards, Tyndell tallied 16 points and 
sophomore t ransfer center T.J. 
McKenzie tossed in 11 points and 
eight rebounds. 

The Owls were slow coming out 
of the gates, and the Flyers capital-
ized by building a quick 10-4 lead. 
The Owls continued to trail the en-

ROB GA DDI/THRESHER 

Freshman center Ferron Morgan shoots over a defender in Rice's 64-55 
exhibition victory over the Houston Flyers at Autry Court Tuesday night. 

tire half, but were able to close the 
gap to 33-30 at the half. 

The Flyers took 14 more shots 
than the Owls in the second half, but 
the Owls made their opportunities 
count, outscoring the Flyers 34-22 
en route to the nine-point win. 

It wasn't all mellorine and gum 
drops for Rice. The Flyers had seven 
more offensive rebounds than the 
Owls, who shot an abysmal 53 per-
cent from the free-throw line. 

"The few negative things can be 
fixed," Wilson said. "They're things 

we've been doing well in practice. 
The biggest issue now is the young 
guys filling the void." 

The four freshman who saw play-
ing time also struggled, combining 
for only six points in 45 minutes 
while surrendering 11 turnovers. By 
contrast, the Owl upperclassmen 
committed only six turnovers in 155 
minutes. 

"Our job is to bring the young 
guys' intensity up to that of the vets," 
Cooper said. "We need to show them 
how to work hard and win." 

Volleyball team looks to keep improving 
by Ben Weston 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

When someone is rehabilitating 
from a serious injury, she has to learn 
to walk all over again. It takes time, 
and she must start with baby steps. 

The volleyball team is taking baby 
steps right now. A four-game win 
over the University of Texas at El 
Paso last week was certainly a step 
toward recovery from a miserable 
season, but given the Miners' 5-19 
overall record, it was no great leap. 

"It came together at the right 
time,"head coach Julio Morales said. 
"We basically dominated the whole 
match." 

The 15-8, 13-15, 15-13, 15-6 win 
was Rice's second in Western Ath-
letic Conference play, but the Owls 
still remain in last place. 

Witlj any luck,. Rice will come out 
of this weekend with a couple more 
WAC wins — the Owls hosted San 
Jose State University last night and 
play Fresno State University (12-11) 
tomorrow night at Autry Court. 

"We're looking forward to meet-
ing them," Morales said. "If we [de-
fend well], we can match up against 
them." 

"Fresno is a team that we can 

definitely beat — we played really 
badly against them when we were 
there," senior setter SoleilThon said. 
"We have a very good chance against 
both teams.... We just have to make 
sure we don't make the errors again, 
and let them make the errors." 

'We have a very good 
chance against both 
teams. ..MWe just have 
to make sure we don't 
make the errors again.' 

— Soleil Thon 
Senior setter 

Saturday's match against UTEP 
had a surprisingly small number of 
Rice errors. 

The Owls had only 28 attack er-
rors, two service return errors and 
no blocking errors, compared to 45 
UTEP attack errors, four return er-
rors and eight service errors. • 

Senior outside hitter Kelly Smith 
led the Rice attack with 22 kills, while 

junior outside hitter Klara Zelinka 
had an impressive match with 20 
kills, 14 digs, five blocks and a .485 
hitting percentage. 

"Both Klara and Kelly had very 
good games, and that hejps a lot," 
Thon said. "Sometimes one has a good 
game and one just stays the same." 

With the team cornerstones play-
ing well, the rest of the team also 
stepped its play up a notch. Four 
players had more than 10 kills and 
seven Owls had at least one block. 

Behind the strength of 13 total 
blocks, including eight block assists 
by freshman middle blocker Briana 
Cook, the Owls were able to set up 
an effective defense and hold UTEP 
below a .100 hitting percentage in 
the last three games. 

"We did a good job on closing the 
blocks," Zelinka said. "We didn't have 
as many errors as we usually do." 

The problems were back Tues-
day night, however, as the Owls fell 
4-15, 11-15, 12-15 to Stephen F. Aus-
tin State University. 

Zelinka and Smith again led the 
Owl offense, this time with 12 kills 
apiece, but the defense could not 
contain the Ladyjacks' attack. Four 
SFA players hit.over .300 as the 
Ladyjacks improved to 23-9. 

winfreestuff.com 
"Simple to Enter. Easy to Win." 

Women's soccer expects 
loss to help at Nationals 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
I'HRESHER EDITC)R1AL STAFF 

The women's club soccer 
team finally discovered what it 
feels like to lose. Instead of be-
ing disappointed, however, the 
Owls feel the loss could be a 
blessing in disguise. 

Rice lost its first game of the 
season Saturday, a 3-0 defeat 
against Texas A&M University 
at the Texas Collegiate Soccer 
league tournament in Arlington. 

The loss, however, came when 
the team was simply preparing 
for next week's Collegiate Soc-
cer Sport Club Championships 
in Statesboro, Ga. 

In addition, the Owls admit-
ted that the loss may actually end 
up helping them at the national 
tournament. 

"It was a tough weekend, but 
it was good to lose," junior 
sweeper Alexa Shtfningsaid. "We 
needed to be humbled. This loss 
should light some fires in us to 
work even harder." 

The loss should also help be-

cause it made the team realize 
that it must step up its play to 
avoid an early exit next week. 

"This weekend's tournament 
was a wake-up call," junior goal-
keeper Sarah Morgan said. "We're 
going to have to perform a lot 
better than we did on Saturday." 

Rice opens the group stage at 
the National Tournament Thurs-
day morning against Ohio State 
University. 

The Owls face the University 
of North Carolina, known for its 
powerhouse varsity women's soc-
cer program, later the same day. 

They then wrap up first-round 
play Friday against Salt Lake 
Community College. 

A first-round victory is worth 
six points and a lie is worth three. 
In addition, each goal, up to a 
maximum of three, is worth one 
point and a shutout is worth one 
point. 

The top two teams from each 
of the four groups advance to the 
quarterfinals, where the tourna-
ment reverts to a single-elimina-
tion format. 

WEB SITE CONTENT 
EDITORS! 

Web-savvy bilingual individuals needed for part-time employ-
ment with rapidly growing houston Internet Company developing 
multicultural, multilinguage suite of International Web Commu-
nity sites. Duties include site translation, scanning and searching 
Web for country-specific news and entertainment content, posting 
content feeds, monitoring site quality and performance, develop-
ing and montioring bilingual chat and discussion rooms, HTML 
knowledge is a plus. Current country needs include Russia. 

India, Israel, China, Ireland, Romania, Mexico and Germany. 
Native language speakers only. 

Compensation and incentive package based on experience with 
opportunity for advancement. 

Resumes preferred as texfin the body of an e-mail. Include 

software knowledge, and representative URL's, and language 

knowledge. 

E-mail resumes to 

office@WorldBvNET.com 
Please note that using a c a m p u s e themc t or d i a lup connec t ion for c o m m e r c i a l purposes is expressly 

prohibi ted by Rice Univers i ty . As a result , this o f f e r is only ex tended lo s tudents who have an account with 

or can access the Internet through a non-Rice Internet Service Provider. 

Caffe 1 ne 

Ti 1 
Good 
Grades. 

Honest. 
ric 

M-Th: Open 8am - midnight 
Friday: 8am - 5pm 

Sunday: 8pm - 11pm 

mailto:office@WorldBvNET.com
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Junior defensive back Josh McMillan, left, defends sophomore wide receiver Joe Hornberger in practice Monday. Rice 
will look to slow down the University of Texas at El Paso's strong offense tomorrow in the Owls' regular-season finale. 

Owls know UTEP won't be easy to stop 
FOOTBALL, from Page 19 
Richardson said. "We've dealt with 
all [the bowl possibilities] before 
and I'm not going to worry about it. 
I just want to win this game and then 
we'll see what happens. If it works 
out, great. But I'm not counting on 
it." 

Head coach Ken Hatfield said 
there's no reason for the Owls to 
even worry about what the other 
WAC teams are doing since it is out 
of their hands. 

"The biggest thing is that you con-
trol what you've got control over, and 
that's winning our last home game," 

Hatfield said. "Our seniors are play-
ing their last game, and we'd like to 
finish off strong for them. Then we'll 
look to see what happens." 

UTEP is just 4-6 overall and 2-3 
in the WAC, but the Miners are by 
no means a bad team. They are 
ranked second in the conference 
in total offense with 383.5 yards 
per game, and they are equally ca-
pable of running and passing the 
ball effectively. 

They came within a failed two-
point conversion attempt of defeat-
ing first-place Fresno State in Cali-
fornia on Oct. 23. The Miners also 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
HOUSTON 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER 

Investigators at the University of Texas Houston Clinical Research Center (UCRC) are 
presently conducting studies of a parasite that can frequently be found in drinking water and 

are looking for 

Healthy Adult Volunteers 

If you are in excellent medical condition, over the age of 18 and drug free, you might qualify 
to participate in clinical research studies designed to improve drinking water standards in the 

US. 

Benefits: 
- Complete medical evaluation, including laboratoiy tests for free 

Learn about an important health problem 
Contribute to improving drinking water and food safety 

For pi ore information contact the University of Texas Houston Clinical Research Center (UCRC) at 
(713) 704 4137 or (713) 500-6736. 

Or visit the UCRC website at: http://www.uth.tmc.edu/uth_orgs/crc/study.htm 

Fresno State loss derails 
Rice championship run 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

defeated the University of New 
Mexico, one of eight schools to leave 
the WAC for the new Mountain West 
Conference last year, 13-10 in their 
season opener Sept. 4. 

In other words, beating the Min-
ers tomorrow is not a foregone con-
clusion, and the Owls know it. 

"They're good, there's no doubt 
about it," Richardson said. "We're 
going to have to be ready to play. 
You can't just show up and beat them, 
that's for sure. 

"I think we will be ready. Being 
our last game, there's no way we 
won't be ready to go." 

In a season full of big games, it 
was perhaps the most important one 
of all. Unfortunately for the Rice foot-
ball team, it was also its worst. 

Fresno State University held the 
vaunted Rice rushing offense to just 
99 yards Saturday en route to a 47-18 
blowout win. 

The Owls weren't overconfident, 
nor were they unprepared. They 
were simply worse than a very good 
Fresno State team. 

"I think it was a combination of a 
lot of things, but basically they were 
just a better team that day," senior 
quarterback Chad Richardson said. 
"I'm disappointed and frustrated, but 
that's the way it worked." 

Rice's rushing offense came into 
the game averaging 270 yards per 
contest, but the Owls managed a 
season-low 99 yards on 46 carries for 
a paltry 2.15 yards per carry. They 
did pass for 123 yards on nine 
completions, but head coach Ken 
Hatfield said that is never a good 
sign for his team. 

"We did not run the ball well," 
Hatfield said. "When we make more 
yards passing than running, you 
know it was a hard day. In the middle 
of the game we ran the ball pretty 
well, but it wasn't what we needed to 
do to win the game. We needed to 
establish a dominant running game 
and we didn't." 

'Every game has been a 
huge game, and playing 
the seventh big game in 
a row just wears on you.' 

— Judd Smith 
Senior defensive tackle 

For the second week in a row, 
injuries hurt the Rice offense. Sopho-
more fullback Jamie Tyler and se-
nior halfback Mike Gingrich, both 
starters, missed their second straight 
games with injuries, and sophomore 
offensive lineman Heath Fowler 
missed most of%ie first half with an 
ankle injury. 

Hatfield said the combination of 
playing seven out of 10 games on the 
road and not having an off-week has 
physically worn the Owls down. 

"I don't think there's any doubt 
injuries make a big difference," 
Hatfield said. "It's one of those years 

when the season is taking its toll. 
The travel, the wear and tear, it can 
all take its toll on you." 

Senior defensive tackle Judd 
Smith added that the brutal sched-
ule has been as tough on the Owls' 
minds as it has been on their bodies. 

'It just seemed like they 
couldn't do anything 
wrong. We were playing 
really hard, but... it 
seemed like nothing 
was going our way.' 

— Jason Hebert 
Sophomore safety 

"Being as big a game as it was, it 
seems like we were emotionally 
drained," Smith said. "Every game 
has been a huge game, and playing 
the seventh big game in a row just 
wears on you." 

As hard as it was for Rice to mount 
any offense, the team had an equally 
tough time stopping Fresno State. 
The Bulldogs scored touchdowns 
on their first four possessions to build 
a 27-7 lead. 

In addition, they racked up 478 
total yards of offense and punted 
only once while essentially having 
their way with the Rice defense. 

"We basically couldn' t stop 
them," Smith said. "They established 
their running attack early, and then 
came out and started hitting their 
passes. Before you know it, they 
were up 20-0." 

Rice's difficulties — both on of-
fense and defense — weren't the 
result of a lack of effort or prepara-
tion. Instead, it simply seemed as if 
all the breaks favored the Bulldogs. 

"They were just clicking," sopho-
more safety Jason Hebert said. "It 
just seemed like they couldn't do 
anything wrong. We were playing 

«really hard, but it just didn't fall into 
place for us. It seemed like nothing 
was going our way." 

"I thought we were ready to play," 
senior offensive lineman Matt 
Baldwin said. "But from the kickoff, 
you could see they were more ready. 
It's sort of strange and sort of frus-
trating being in the huddle and ques-
tioning what's going on. Everybody 
was kind of in dismay and couldn't 
believe what was happening. ... It's 
very disappointing." 

| The best pizza in towi . . . Finest! 

U N I V E R S I T Y AT GREENBRIAR 

6 6 4 - 5 7 0 0 

Being this Oam?cn. 
far aucr̂ '̂ =̂,^e^!a"11 

ONE LARGE PIZZA 
w/One Topping, $6 

TAKE OUT ONLY, NOT VALID WITH DELIVERY. 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

http://www.uth.tmc.edu/uth_orgs/crc/study.htm
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friday NOV 12 

The DROP AND PASS/FAIL 
DEADLINE has been extended to 

today. 

The rock musical CHESS s ta r ts at 

8 p.m. in the Lovett College Commons. 

T ickets are $4 wi th Rice ID and $5 for 

everyone else. Call (713) 521-RLAY for 

reservations. 

Come see the classic musical GUYS 
AND DOLLS in the Hanszen 

College Commons start ing at 8 p.m. 

Tickets cost $4 for Rice students and $5 

for all others. Call (713) 521-PLAY for 

reservat ions. 

The Rice Players put on a production of 

POSTMORTEM10^1 at 8 

p.m. at Hamman Hall. T ickets are $4 for 

Rice students, $6 for Rice staf f and 

faculty, and $8 for all others. Call (713) 

521-PLAY for reservations. 

Take a leap into the past and watch 

CAMELOTtonight at 8 p.m. in 
the Baker College Commons. Tickets 

cost $4 for Rice students and $5 for all 

others. Call (713) 521-PLAY for 

reservat ions: 

Break out.your lederhosen! Celebrate 

OKTOBERFESTand enj°y 
good polka music and free drinks and 

food outside Sid Richardson College from 

10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Saturday NOV 13 
Cheer on the Rice Owls at the 

HOMECOMING 
FOOTBALL GAME as they 

play the University of Texas at El Paso at 

2 p.m. . . 

The SHEPHERD SINGERS and 
RICE CHORALE perform at 8 p.m. 

in Stude Concert Hall. Admission is free. 

Enjoy an evening of elegance at the 

E S P E R A N Z A f r o m 1 0 p - m - t o 

2 a.m. at Travis Place. T ickets are $20 in 

advance, and $25 at the door. 

The Rice Players 'product ion of 

POSTMORTEM s tar ts at 8 p.m. 

in Hamman Hall. 

Take a leap into the past and watch 

CAMELOT tonight at .8 p.m. in 

the Baker College Commons. Tickets 

cost $4 for Rice students and $5 for all 

others. 

sunday 
Wiess Tabletop Theater presents 

BRIGHTON BEACH 
MEMOIRS at 3 p.m. in the Wiess 

College Commons. Tickets are $4 for 

Rice students, and $5 for all others. 

The rock musical CHESS comes 

to Lovett College start ing at 8 p.m. in 

the Lovett Commons. Tickets are $4 with 

Rice ID and $5 for everyone else. 

monday NOV 15 

PROFESSOR SAHAR 
AMER presents a lecture enti t led "On 

the Borders of Gender and Cultures: The 

Literary Genealogy of the French Medieval 

Lesbian" at 4 p.m. in Sewall Hall, Room 

305. 

Come see the Taize Brothers introduce 

unique and contemporary music at the 

TAIZE WORSHIP 
SERVICE at 9 p.m. in the Rice 

Chapel in the Rice Memorial Center. 

Sign up for the Environmental Club's 

GET TRASHED FOR A 
WEEK from 8 to 10.p.m. by the 

Coffeehouse. Collect all the trash you 

produce this week. There's a party for 

part icipants Friday. 

tuesday NOV 16 

The SHEPHERD SCHOOL 
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE 
performs at 8 p.m! in Stude Concert Hall. 

The concert includes works by NEXUS 

and John Cage. Admission is free. 

Fight against world hunger by 

part ic ipat ing in the HUNGER 
BANQUET tonight . To sign up, 

contact your Rice Student Volunteer 

Program college representative. 

Learn about studying in England at the 

STUDY ABROAD .information 

session today from 3 to 4 p.m. in the 
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Meyer Conference Room in the Ley 

Student Center. 

Wednesday NOV 1 7 . 

Learn about studying in Europe at the 

STUDY ABROAD information 

session from 3 to 4 p.m. in the Meyer 

Conference Room in the Student Center.,. 

The Campanile holds PICTURE 
YOURSELF from 8 p.m. to 

midnight in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

The HUNGER FAST lasts from 7 

p.m. tonight to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 

followed by a break-the-fast par ty / 

discussion. Sign-'up wi th your Rice Student 

Volunteer Program college representative. 

The Shepherd School Opera performs 

DIE FLEDERMAUS 
tonight at the Wortham Opera Theatre in 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall at 7:30 p.m. 

Admission is $8 for students and senior 

cit izens and $10 for all others. 

The Rice Player's production of 

POSTMORTEM begins at 8 

p.m. at Hamman Hall. 

thursday NOV 18 

Relax and take a breather at the 

STUDY BREAK sponsored by 

the Joint Campus Ministr ies from 9 to 1 1 

p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in the Ley 

Student Center. 

Wiess Tabletop Theater's production of 

BRIGHTON BEACH 
MEMOIRS begins tonight at 8 p.m. 

in the Wiess College Commons. 

The Rice Players' production of 

POSTMORTEM begins at 8 

p.m. at Hamman Hall. 

Lovett College's production of 

CHESS begins at 8 p.m. in the 

Lovett Commons. For reservations, call 

(713) 527-PLAY. 

friday NOV 19 

Support the ftice Owls at the 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
game against Ill inois State at 6 p.m. and 

the MEN'S BASKETBALL 
game against Navy at 8 p.m. in Autry 

Court. 

Cheer on the WOMEN'S SWIM 
TEAM as they compete against Texas 

Christian University at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Rice Pool. 

The Shepherd School Opera performs 

DIE FLEDERMAUS* 
7:30 p.m. in the Wortham Opera Theatre 

in Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

Wiess Tabletop Theater's production of 

BRIGHTON BEACH 
MEMOIRS begins tonight at 8 p.m. 

in the Wiess College Commons. 

The Rice Players' production of 

POSTMORTEM begins at-8 

p.m. at Hamman Hall. 

GUYS AND DOLLS s tar ts at 8 

p.m. in the Hanszen College Commons. 

Lovett College's production of 

CHESS begins at 8 p.m. tonight in 
the Lovett College Commons. 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Rani Yadav. 

Calendar Editor, Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• by F A X to Rani Yadav, Calendar 

Editor, (713) 285-5238. 

• by E-MAIL to raniy@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Act iv i t ies Office or 
on the Thresher off ice door. 

The DEADLINE for all i tems is 5 p.m. 
the Monday pr ior to publication. 

AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION. 
ofTexx 

( , i \ i n t ; ( ) p p o r t n n ! t i e s 

YOUR Gift 
IS A WAY 

TO CONQUER 
LUNG DISEASE 

Find out how you can help 
the 2.2 million Texans who 
suffer from lung disease. 

1-800-1 I N C . - U S A 

www.texaslung.org 

Come explore Europe 
f rom your own laptop.. 

www. statravel. com 

TRAVEL 

Take a Thanksgiving 

Study Break 

snacks • fun • drinks 
Thursday - November 18 

9:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

Farnsworth Pavilion 
Student Center 

All are invited! 
sponsored by 

Joint Campus Ministries 

mailto:raniy@rice.edu
http://www.texaslung.org
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Three years ago, the Backpage printed an item entitled "Rice Women Are Like." 
In the interests of good and fair journalism and the idea that men and women 
can live together in peace and harmony, the Backpage proudly presents the 
long-overdue: 

Some RICE MEN ARE LIKE... 
. . . Boys. 

. . . CK food: You wish they 

weren ' t so greasy, but it's all 

you can get when you ' re on 

campus. 

.. . A trained monkey: Can 

dress themselves, but not 

'well. 

. . . Death: You avoid it as 

long as you can, but eventu-

ally you have to get com-

fortable with the idea. 

.. . Valhalla: Cheap and 

sometimes fun if you ' re not 

expecting much. 

... The computer in War 

Games: They get all of their 

experience f rom playing 

with themselves. 

.. . A SPAC test: Brainy, but 

easy. 

.. . Intramural sports: Few 

participate, but those who 

do play all of the time. -

. . . Fondren Library: Hardly 

the best out there, but you 

could definitely do worse. 

. . . The registrar: Someone 

you have to deal with 

regularly, but whom you 'd 

rather avoid if possible. 

. . . That old sweater: Ratty, 

smelly, but you don' t want 

to get rid of it either. 

. . . A glass eye: You can tell 

your friends you don' t mind 

having one, but you're not 

fooling anyone. 

. . . Bill Gates: But without 

any money. 

... The Melissa Virus: They 

go after all of your friends 

without telling you. 

. . . Nerds: Big ones. 

. . . Grad students: Maybe 

not as creepy, shabby, or 

smelly, though. 

... The Thresher. Says a lot, 

but doesn ' t have much to 

say. 

. . . Beer-Bike: Big and 

smelly, but kinda fun if 

you ' re drunk. 

... Herbert Hoover: The 

31st president of the United 

States. 

.. . Beer: Smells like ass and 

tastes like beer. 

. . . Furbies: After a while, 

you think that you under-

stand what they're saying. 

... RuPaul: Except most of 

the time, they don't let you 

see them in dresses and 

makeup 

... . Gillis and Camacho: 

They buy you food exactly 

twice a year. 

.. . Nuprin: Little, yellow, 

different. 

... An STD: You may have 

one, but it's not like you 

want to talk about it. 

... The Student Association: 

Totally unreliable, yet keeps 

asking you for money. 

... Snails: Cute sometimes, 

but completely spineless. 

.. . Pokemon: Nobody really 

understands why they might 

be popular. 

... Wiess College: Despite 

all of their numerous faults, 

they still somehow manage 

to have pride. 

.. . The SA: Talks for a long 

time, but never addresses 

your real needs. 

... The Backpage: Not 

funny, no matter how hard 

they try. And believe me, 

they try. 

Operation* Date 
Your mission, should you choose to accept It Is to got that girl to ask 
you to Esparanza. rou have 24 hours ta conflate your mission. 
Should you fall the Thresher m111 disavow any knowledge ot your 
actions. This newspaper will self-destruct In 10 seconds. 

• Whine. Cry. Repeat. 
• Show cleavage. 
• Offer to pay (for sex). 
• Hire someone to pretend 

to be you so that she 
doesn't notice your 
gigantic nose. 

• Shave your ass hair. 
• Don't get your hopes up. 
• Two words: Mashed 

potatoes. 
• Submit misclass to 

backpage @ rice.edu. 
• Wear tons of cheap 

cologne. If you don't have 
any, try Jack Daniels. 

• Show your frugality by 
taking her to Sammy's. 
You can even use your 
meal plan. 

• Promise to eat only salad 
and breadsticks and to 
drink only water. 

• Tell her that you're a great 
lover because of all the 
unprotected practice 
you've had with hookers. 

• Whip it out. 
• Show that you're not 

obsessed with appearance 
by showing up in an old T-
shirt and jeans shorts. 

Hasbro Easy-Bake misclass 
"Why would they send trains to 
Arizona to pick up my^iical 
lettuce that does not exist? I 
guess all mythical lettuce does 
not exist." 
— Dr. Bryant, ECON 455 

"Wow, you are really touching my 
boob right now!" 
"I know, but it's so hard not to!" 
— Two Hanszen sophomores 

"How do you know about fucking 
sheep?" 
"I'm from Tennessee, what the 
hell do you think?" 
— Jones freshman and Jones 
junior 

"I'll be out in two minutes! 
Actually, that's my claim to fame. 
— Hanszen freshman 

"Politicians have pet issues, just 
like human beings." 
— Dr. Funk, UNIV112 

"Sorry, it was that coffee ... mixed 
with heroin." 
— Dr. Meade, MECH 371 

''[He] got some l^st night from the 
slut VCR." 
"Yeah, it let me stick my tape in." 
— Jones senior and Hanszen 
senior 

""Again, this is for mature audi-
ences only. And I hope I'm not in" 
the Thresher again." 
— Dr. Kloucek, CAAM 335 

"It's stuck. I can't get it out. I've 
never had this happen before." 
— Same Hanszen senior 

"Stop that! You're going to make 
my neck all wet and sticky!" 
— Wiess sophomore 

"I'm the Jew from hell 
bacon and ham." 
— Will Rice senior 

I like 

"It's really very easy if you use 
your hands and play with them." 
— Dr. Metzler, MATH 211 

"It's not disgusting — it's an orgy. 
— Backstage at Lovett Chess 
rehearsal 

"It was really good — the part 
that I licked." 
— Lovett senior 

"You're never homicidal. Never." 
— Baker sophomore complaining 
about her roommate. 

The 'Please, please^ please don't get mad at us' classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

PART-TIME NANNY needed to care 
for 9-year-old 4th grade girl after 
school. Must be excellent driver and 
good swimmer. Good salary, 20-25 
hours per week. Call (713) 651-5628 
alter 6 p.m. and leave message con-
taining your name, phone number and 
qualifications. 

PART-TIME DRIVER needed after 3 
p.m. Must have vehicle. Opportunity 
to learn piano technology. Call (713) 
777-6928. Pager (713) 698-9182. 

ENERGY COMPANY downtown seek-
ing sophomore or junior to work M-F 
(10 a.m. to 2 p.m.). Responsible for 
data input and phone interaction with 
customers. $12-$15/hour. Send re-
sume to Scheduling Position, P.O. Box 
4781, Houston, TX 77210 or 
kckapp@pdq.net. 

EARN EXTRA holiday cash. Valet park 
at some of Houston's finest clubs. R&R 
Valet at (713) 977-0088. 

HELP WANTED at the Little Watch 
Shop, 1919 S. Shepherd — full or part-
time, flexible hours, must work every 
Sat. 9:30-4:00. Contact Ben or Jan at 
(713) 524-2592. Begins $7/hour. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANTS needed for 
fall and spring. Flexible hours and 
enjoyable assignments. Please contact 
Dr. Piyush Kumar at (713) 285-5386. 

MANAGE A BUSINESS on your cam-
pus. Versity.com, an Internet note-tak-
ing company, is looking for entrepre-
neurial student to run our business on 
your campus. Manage students, make 
tons of money, excellent opportunity! 
Apply online at www.versity.com, con-
tactJobs@versity.com or call (734) 483-
1600, ext. 888. 

DESIGNER WANTED. Experienced 
Web designer with a proficiency in 
Photoshop and Flash as well as some 
HTML skills. Digital examples -and 
references required. Fax resume to 
(713) 355-4528 or e-mail to jobs@fyi-
net.com. 

STUDENTS! PART-TIME position 
available. Data entry and filing. Flex-
ible hours (mornings or afternoons), 
casual office environment. Call (713) 
520-0025, ask for Whitney. 

PROGRAMMER WANTED. Experi-
enced web developer with a proficiency 
in Internet languages and a basic 
knowledge ol^Photoshop. Digital ex-
amples and references required. Fax 
resume to (713) 355-4528 or e-mail to 
jobs@fyi-net.com. 

RESEARCH SERVICE. Weblntuit is a 
comprehensive Web-based research 
service. Check us out at www. web-
intuit.com. 

NANNY NEEDED to provide after-
school child-care 'Monday-Friday. 
Must have car and baby-sitting refer-
ences. Jobs available in your area. $8-
$15 per hour. Call (281) 578-5337. 

PART-TIME ASSISTANT wanted for 
psychotherapy office. Need friendly 
phone voice, basic computer skills. 

Duties include light filing, phone, gen-
eral office tasks. Office is in West Uni-

versity. Flexible hours. Fax resume to 
(713) 524-8332 or call (713) 524-4144. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FREE CD of cool indie music when 
you register at mybytes.com, the ulti-
mate Web site for college needs. 

.WANT TO house sit. Mature, multi-
degreed, professional woman with 
social background working in medical 
center seeks house sitting for profes-
sor on sabbatical. Impeccable per-
sonal/professional references includ-
ing Rice professor. Relatives attended 
Rice. Extremely conscientious, person-
able, dependable. (713) 868-5072. 

NOTES AND NOTICES 

ATTENTION POTENTIAL English 
320 (Shakespeare on Film) students: 
There will be a lottery drawing for 35 
spaces in next semester's ENGL 320 
class. The lottery will take place at 7:30 

a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 18 in Rayzor 
Hall Room 110. Since places in the 
course will be decided by a drawing, 
there is ne need to arrive early. But 
you must be there by the beginning of 
lottery to participate. Some prefer-
ences will be given to seniors and then 
juniors. 

POTENTIAL PUBLIC speakers take 
note: There will be a sign-up for the 16 
places in Dennis Huston's HUMA 201 
course, Public Speaking, at 7:30 a.m. 
Nov. 16, in Rayzor Hall Room 324. 
Students will be assigned to these 
spaces on a first-come, first-served 
basis; so those interested in taking 
this class may have to arrive long be-
fore 7:30 a.m. (The class will meet on 
Thursday afternoons from 2:30 to 5:30 
p.m. in the spring semester.) Fresh-
men are not eligible for this course. 

w e 
Come to Oktoberfest this Friday at 
Sid. Live polka, kegs and lots of Ger-
man fun. The festivities begin at 10 
with Melodrama. And bring your 
friends, damnit! 

THE PUB 
Alive sinc e '75 

mailto:kckapp@pdq.net
http://www.versity.com
mailto:tactJobs@versity.com
mailto:jobs@fyi-net.com

