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AMENDMENT TO 
SA CONSTITUTION 

The constitutional amendment 
adopted at Monday's Student 
Association Senate meeting 
changed Article II, Section 4: 

In the event of the passage 
of 2 or more mutually exclu-
sive referenda and/or initia-
t ives in the same elect ion, a 
special preferential ballot elec-
t ion wil l be held no later than 
2 weeks af ter the or ig inal 
e lec t ion. 
Only those referenda and /o r 
in i t ia t ivesthat receivethe req-
uisite 2 / 3 votes in favor of 
their proposi t ion in the origi-
nal e lect ion shall be placed 
on th is ballot, and the elect ion 
wil l be conducted according 
to By-Law E, Art ic le E - l , Sec-
t ion 4 of th is const i tu t ion . 
The Student Associat ion shall 
be ob l i ga ted t o t a k e any 
necessary act ion as a result of 
the special preferential bal lot. 

SA Senate votes to 
amend constitution 

by Elizabeth Jardina 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Student Association Senate-
amended the SA constitution Mon-
day night, creating a provision for 
the case of two mutually exclusive 
referenda or initiatives on the same 
ballot. 

The amendment, proposed by SA 
Par l iamentar ian Greg Pf leger , 
passed unanimously. 

This is a particularly timely issue 
because of the upcoming special 
election in which the fate of approxi-
mately $32,000 from defunct blan-
ket taxes will potentially be decided. 

Currently, three initiatives will 
be on the ballot — one from the 
college presidents for $24,000, one 
proposed by Hanszen College sopho-
more Jared Singer for $8,000 and 
one proposed by Baker College se-
nior Gabe Garcia and the Outdoors 
Club for $32,000. 

According to the current SA Con-
stitution, all three initiatives will a}>-
pear on the homecoming special elec-
tion ballot in a "yes" or "no" format. 

If more than one initiative passes 
by a two-thirds majority and 20 per-
cent of undergraduates vole in the 
election, there will be a second elec-
tion, in which those initiatives will 
be voted upon preferentially. 

Before the new amendment was 
passed, if both initiatives were to 
receive two-thirds of the student 
vote, there would be no way to deter-
mine which proposal would get the 
money. The SA would have been con-
stitutionally required to give money 
for all the initiatives that passed. 

Pfleger said of the amendment, 
"It's a contingency plan, so that we 
don't get forced into spending more 
money than we have." 

In the special election, students 
can vote "yes" for as many initiatives 
as they wish. 

Dance club, roek climbing 
wall initiatives proposed 
by Olivia Allison and Ben Johnson 

FOR T H E T H R E S H E R 

Two more initiatives proposing 
ways to spend the $32,000 from de-
funct Owl Care and Escort Cart blan-
ket taxes will be on the special home-
coming ballot. •» 

One initiative proposes building 
a rock climbing wall at Autry Court. 
The other initiative proposes a dance 
club on campus on Saturday nights. 

These two initiatives will be on 
the homecoming elections ballot 
with an initiative submitted by the 
eight college presidents, which asks 
that $24,000 be divided among the 
colleges. 

Rock climbing wall 
If an initiative proposed by Out-

doors Club President Gabriel Garcia 
at the Monday Student Association 
meeting passes, students might see 
a rock climbing wall built on cam-
pus. 

"The rock climbing wall will pro-
vide students, faculty and surround-
ing community members with a char-
acter-building experience that will 

help one's confidence and physical 
skill," Garcia, a Baker College se-
nior, said. "This is an activity for 
everyone." 

According to Garcia, in a recent 
survey conducted by the Kinesiol-
ogy Department, rock climbing was 
the second most popular potential 
activity. 

"We only this past year started to 
consider it as something that would 
be part of the basic instruction pro-
gram," Kinesiology Department 
Manager Lorraine McKaye said. 
"Prior to that, the Outdoors Club 
had brought it to my attention that 
they wanted this for their program, 
but the cost is exorbitant.-So. that has 
not happened because the cost is 
$30,000 or more to build something." 

Location is also a problem, 
McKaye said. If the wall were put 
indoors in Autry Court, for instance, 
it would probably have to take the 
space of a racquetball or squash 
court, she said. 

"But we have talked about it. 
Daniel McMasters, who is the direc-
tor of the basic instruction program. 

See INITIATIVES, Page 4 

INITIATIVES IN THE 
SPECIAL ELECTION 
Each initiative was signed by 
at least 5 percent of under-
graduates. 

1) Would you support taking 
$24,000 out of the defunct 
Escort Cart /Owlcare Blan-
ket Tax' Fund and dividing 
the money exactly among 
the eight residential col-
leges for use as deemed fit 
by each col lege's respec-
tive appropriationscommit-
tee? 

2) Would you want a rock 
cl imbing wall to be built 
wi th the $32,000 in the 
d e f u n c t Escor t C a r t / 
Owlcare Blanket Tax Fund? 

3) Do you suppo r t us ing 
$ 8 , 0 0 0 of the de func t 
Owlcare and Escort Cart 
Blanket Tax funds for the 
creation of a supa fly dance 
club on campus? 

Elections wil l be held online 
from Oct. 8 at noon to Oct. 13 
at 1 p.m. 

All for Rice's honor 
ROB GADDI/THRESHEF! 

After Rice's 20-17 victory over the U.S. Naval Academy, tight end 
Shan Jackson signs an autograph for a young fan. See Story, Page 14. 

Registrar updates system 
by Olivia Allison 

FOR T H E T H R E S H E R 

The Registrar's, Cashier's, Finan-
cial Aid and Admissions offices re-
cently finished upgrading their com-
puter system to the latest version of 
Exeter, a commonly used database 
program, enabling the four offices 
to work better together. 

"We've been functioning on 1983 
technology, and it was time for us to 
move forward," said Barry McFarland, 
dean for Enrollment Administration 
and acting registrar. "We wanted to 
be on the leading edge." 

So far, Rice and the California 
Institute of Technology are the only 
schools to try the new version of 
Exeter. 

"We are actually helping Caltech 
do their registration," McFarland 
said. "We were the first ones to do it, 
so they got the benefit of what we 
learned from our registration." 

The system was installed in four 
modules beginning with the admis-
sions module, which went live in 
December 1998. The financial aid 
module went up last February, and 
the billing module went up in June. 

"After the billing module went 
live, we got the bills out two weeks 

earlier than,we have sent them out 
before," McFarland said. 

The registrar's module went up 
Aug. 18. 

"Because we went live with the 
registration module the Wednesday 
before the freshmen arrived, we 
didn't have as much training for the 
registration staff as I had planned," 
McFarland said. "We're still learn 
ing the program, but it has been one 
of the smoother transitions." 

There were numerous problems 
in the financial aid department, some 
caused by the new program and 
some that were simply computer 
glitches. 

According to McFarland, the long 
and slow-moving l ines in the 
Registrar's Office were due to both 
to the registration staff s lack of train-
ing in the program and the fact that 
adding and dropping courses on the 
new program requires two different 
screens. 

"The staffs were very embar-
rassed because they had people lined 
up, and even though the lines were 
not very long most of the time, they 
w'ere all very concerned with getting 
everyone trained," Ann Wright, vice-
president for Enrollment, said. 

See WEB, Page 5 

Rice alumna questions traffic safety in Med Center 
by Lisa Gillum 

F O R T H E T H R E S H E R 

Texas Medical Center officials are re-evalu-
ating the safety of the area's streets after Lovett 
College senior Tony Sorola was struck .by a 
truck at the intersection of Main and Dryden 
streets Sept. 1. 

Center officials plan to investigate lower-
ing the speed limit in the Medical Center to 20 
mph, similar to a school zone, and to strictly 
enforce it. 

A city ordinance might be required to do 
so, and the zones would then be applied to all 
hospitals in the city. 

Because the combination of high pedes-
trian and automobile traffic creates the Oppor-
tunity for accidents, some dub the hospital 
district "Donor Alley." 

A week after Sorola was thrown from his 
bike, Brown College alumna Suzanne Simpson, 
who witnessed the accident, wrote a memo to 
the leaders of Medical Center institutions ask-
ing that urgent action be taken to increase 
pedestrian safety. 

"Sadly, blatant disregard for traffic laws is 
commonplace, as are its consequences," 
Simpson wrote. But, she said she is optimistic 

about the possibility of a solution. "I feel if the 
people here focus on the problem that they 
can solve it," she said. 

Medical Center employee Jeanne Philbin 
also took up Sorola's case in an opinion col-
umn for the Sept. 19 issue of the Houston 
Chronicle. 

'Sadly, blatant disregard for 
traffic laws is commonplace, 
as are its' consequences.' 

— Suzanne Simpson 
Brown College alumna 

Crossing Main Street, she wrote, was "a 
game of wit and dexterity in which the pedes-
trian must constantly be anticipating the next 
move." 

"If something constructive does emerge 
from this effort, I believe Jeanne's letter and 
conversations with Chronicle staff have been 
crucial," Simpson said. 

Sorola said the 35 mph speed limit is a little 
too high and that lowering it may help safety. 
But he said he would rather see the existing 
speed limit and traffic laws more strictly en-
forced. 

"I don't think anybody really follows the 
speed limit," Sorola said. 

The Houston Police Department said they 
are ready to aggressively enforce any regula-
tions approved by the city. 

Sorola is recuperating at his home in La 
Mesa and said he expects to return to class in 
January. 

On the morning of Sept. 1, Sorola was 
walking his bicycle through the intersection 
of Main and Dryden \yhen a pickup truck hit 
him as he stepped off the median. According 
to Simpson, the truck had accelerated to go 
through a yellow light. Sorola was not wearing 
a bike helmet. 

The accident left Sorola with several inju-
ries. He required a cast on his right leg over a 
broken fibula, a screw inserted where he broke 
his right ankle, as well as a back brace because 
his third lumbar was shattered. He also had a 
hematoma on the left side of his head and was 
unconscious after the collision. Sorola said he 
feels fortunate to be recovering so quickly. 
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Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Sunny, 54-79 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 60-84 degrees 
Sunday 
Scattered thunderstorms, 67-84 degrees 

Scoreboard 

Football 
Rice 20, Navy 17 
Volleyball <«» 
Central Florida 3, Rice 2 
Rice 3, UNC Asheville 0 
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Putting on the brakes 
In seeking to lower the speed limit in the Texas Medical Center 

to 20 mph, Medical Center officials are doing a great disservice. 
The move, -made in the wake of an accident which seriously 

injured Lovett College senior Tony Sorola, is well-intentioned but 
misguided. 

Slowing cars down will help people cross the street fast enough 
for the insanely brief lights, nor will it relieve the hospital workers 
forced to jaywalk across Main Street for lack of a suitably near 
crossing. 

Instead it will slow down already crawling traffic on streets in what 
Metro has repeatedly called Houston's busiest corridor. 

We have some ideas we think will more accurately pinpoint the 
current problems: 
• Enforce existing laws. Drivers on Main Street emerging from the 

Holcombe Boiilevard underpass often drive as fast as 50 mph. 
Many also disregard the yellow and sometimes even red lights. 
Ticket them. 

a Lengthen red lights. If the crosswalks are too brief for crossing, 
make them longer. It's that simple. If necessary, lengthen green 
lights to compensate for traffic. 

ss Add a crosswalk on Main Street between Dryden Street and 
Holcombe. The distance between these lights is about .3 miles. 
That 's quite a distance to walk if you can just dash across six lanes 
of fast-moving traffic. Jaywalking here is commonplace, but in-
credibly dangerous. 

a Time the lights along Fannin Street and Holcombe in the same 
manner as downtown. Timed lights are effective at controlling 
speeds and such a system makes it easier for pedestrians. 
These ideas are for the Medical Center specifically, yet the 20-

mph zone proposal would extend to all hospitals in the city. Do other 
hospitals have the same pedestrian problem? It seems unlikely, and 
this fact would make the zones that much more obnoxious to drivers 
already confused by myriad zones and limits and laws. A blanket 
solution is not necessary or in this case, effective. 

Moving Rondelet 
Rondelet attendees may wear their sunburns, scrapes and bruises, 

and unnatural hair colors as badges of honor, but having the spring 
formal dance the evening after Beer-Bike has quite a few drawbacks. 

Many students find themselves exhausted after a day of cheering, 
biking, chugging and general partying. Who wants-to mess with 
gowns and cummerbunds after all that? Sure, you may get to bask in 
the glow of your college's victory. But you also have to bask in the 
glow of your sun-toasted exterior. 

This is why the Rice Program Council's consideration of moving 
Rondelet from the evening of Beer-Bike is an excellent idea. 

Yes, there's somewhat of a tradition of holding Rondelet a few 
short hours after Beer-Bike. But moving Rondelet to the Saturday 
preceding the race could enable us to return to an older tradition that 
seems to have been forgotten — holding the dance at downtown's 
historic Rice Hotel. The hotel is unavailable the night of Beer-Bike, 
but could possibly host the event a week before. 

Also, an early Rondelet puts a definite beginning to a Willy Week, 
bookending a week of festivities that was previously ill-defined. 

In moving Rondelet a week before Beer-Bike, RPC will make the 
event — and possibly the week following it — more memorable and 
more enjoyable. This is a change that should happen. 

Keeping in touch 
Judging from our empty letters mailbox, we could surmise every-

body must think Rice is perfect — and that there's nothing wrong 
with the Thresher. 

Of course, we know neither of those is true. 
But we need your feedback, in the form of letters to the editor or 

opinion columns, to know what you think Rice needs to change, or 
why you disagree with a staff editorial last week, or why you think a 
certain initiative is a good idea. 

The basic purpose of the Thresher is to be a forum for campus 
news and opinion, giving unbiased and fair treatment to all sides of 
any issue. It's impossible for us to pursue this end without feedback 
from our readers. If we do something wrong, we may not Catch it 
unless you tell us. If you feel our opinions are problematic, we could 
miss the other side of the argument unless you show it to us. 

We'd all like Rice to be perfect. We'd like the Thresher to be 
perfect, too. So long as we're not, we hope to hear from you. 
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Guest column 

Rebuilding the church at Mt. Carmel 
Until about a year ago, if you 
had asked me what happened at 
Waco, I would have said that a bunch 
of crazies committed suicide a la Jim 
Jones. 

That started to change 
when I saw the documen-
tary Waco: The Rules of 
Engagement. It argues 
that the Branch Davidians 
were deliberately mur-
dered by the FBI, and, 
though not entirely con-
vincing, it is a deeply dis-
turbing film. 

This summer I started 
listening to Alex Jones, a 
local talk radio personal-
ity who does a show devoted to con-
spiracy theories. Some of his favor-
ite topics are thumb scanners, the 
war on drugs, black helicopters and 
Waco. 

The more I learned, the more 
upset, I got, and by the time classes 
started in August, I was reading ev-
erything I could find about Waco. 
Interestingly enough, some of the 
most disturbing books I found came 
from Fondren Library. 

At that point I was convinced that 
the documentary — and Alex Jones 
— had been right-all along, that 
what happened at Waco on April 19, 
1993 was governmental mass mur-
der. 

Jess 
Totten 

I wanted to see Mt. 
Carmel for myself, and 

to meet the Branch 
Davidians. 

Since I can't listen to Jones in 
Houston, I look at his Web site from 
time to time.That was where I found 
out he and his producer, Mike 
Hanson, were planning to. rebuild 
the chufch at Mt. Carmel. 

They asked the surviving Branch 
Davidians if rebuilding the church 
was something they should do, and 
the Davidians approved. 

^want to point out, however, that 
the phrase "rebuilding the church" 
is misleading. David Koresh and 80 
Davidians are dead. The old struc-
ture was a place for a community of 
people to live, work and worship. 
The new structure is just a simple 
church, a place to worship and hold 
the annual Waco remembrances. 
Some things, once destroyed, are 
beyond our power to rebuild. 

So I went. 
I wanted to see Ml. Carmel for 

myself, and to meet the Branch 
Davidians. I also wanted to express 
my anger and frustration at the gov-

ernment in a positive, constructive 
way. 

Mt. Carmel sits on rolling plains 
northeast of Waco. As I drove out 

from the interstate, I 
passed houses, cows and 
a small airport. On the 
right of the driveway is a 
trailer, where some of the 
survivors live. 

On the left is a pond 
and a grove of young trees. 
Each one has a plaque in 
front of it to memorialize 
a slain Davidian. Beside 
these are two more 
plaques—one for the four 
ATF agents killed there, 

one for the victims of the Oklahoma 
City bombing. 

As I pulled up, volunteers were 
milling around. Some were carrying 
tools and sacks of concrete, while 
others were stocking the tents with 
generous supplies of food, water and 
Gatorade. 

We got to work, digging holes for 
the concrete foundation. Later I 
switched to assembling grids out of 
rebar and metal wire. 

The volunteers I talked to seemed 
to be there for the same reasons I 
was, and to do something nice for 
people who have suffered terribly. 
We talked about what had happened 
there, and about the frustration of 
talking to people who just don't get 
it. 

After a while I took a break and 
wandered around the property. 
Nothing remained of the old build-
ing except for a few concrete floors 
and a small pile of rubble. There was 
an Airstream trailer that was cru shed 
in the middle by a tank. Beside it 
was the swimming pool, empty ex-
cept for a few feet of dirty water and 
grasshoppers. 

There were signs marking where 
things had been, including the "bun-
ker" — the concrete room where 
most of the women and children 
were found. 

I also wanted to express 
my anger and frustration 

at the government 
in a positive, 

constructive way. 

I also talked briefly to Clive Doyle, 
an Englishman about my grandpar-
ents' age, who was one of the few 
people to survive the fire. He talked 
about trying to get away from the 
burning building and being stopped 
by the FBI barbed wire. 

Another Davidian talked with me 
while I shoveled loose dirt, and she 
thanked me for "allowing God to 
work through me." 

It made me feel good. They struck 
me as good people. I didn't under-
stand their religion or the strength 
of their faith, but I was proud to help 
build their church. 

I encourage you to look at the 
evidence yourself and reach your 
own conclusions. Fondren has some 
books and videos that provide a good 
start. There's information on the 
Web too, but it's a bit harder to find. 

The Web site for contact info is 
http://www. rebuildthechurch. com. 

Jess Tottengs a Jones College sopho-
more. 

As the day progressed, I met a 
few of the Branch Davidians. Sheila 
Martin, a quiet, serious woman, went 
with me to the hardware store to 
buy screws. Her son came too, and 
we dropped him off at the skating 
rink on the way back. 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
a Letters to the editor 
should besentto the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail tt) 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
a All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college andyear. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
a Letters should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
a Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresherat (713) 527-4801. 

Subscribing 
a Annual subscriptions are 
available for $40 domestic and 
$90 international via first class 
mail. 

Advertising 
a We accept both display 

_and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 
information. 

http://www
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Try this column 

Decorations tell me when to breathe 
I remember my first Night of 
Decadence. 

It was late October of my fresh-
man year. I was still reeling from the 
excitement of Screw Yer 
Roommate, so when an 
unknown Wiessman said 
something about a party, 
I was more than interested. 

"A party?" I asked. 
"That's right," he said. 

"It's this weekend, on cam-
pus. It costs $6." 

"Aparty, this weekend, 
on campus!" It sounded 
too good to be true. "Dude, 
I would so pay money for 
that." 

Now, don't get me wrong. I'd been 
tolViy share of parties during Orien-
tation Week. And if this party was 
anywhere near as thrilling as the 
Early '80s party, I knew I'd be get-
ting my money's worth. 

"So what's this party called? Does 
it have some sort of theme?" I asked, 
handing over $6. 

"It's called NOD," the man said. 
"That's rather abstract," I said. 
"No, it's an acronym," he said. 
"Oh, I've never been to one of 

those," I said. 
"No, an acronym is an abbrevia-

tion for a name or phrase where the 
letters in the abbreviation are pro-
nounced as if it were a word," he 
explained. 

"Oh," I said. 
"The party is called Night of Deca-

dence," he said. 
Well, that sounded fun enough. 

Now, I admit that even now I couldn't 
give you a dictionary definition of 
"decadence," but I thought at the 
time that I had a pretty good idea 
what it meant. I had eaten chocolate 
decadence, and I knew that a big, 
expensive and elaborate party could 
be described as decadent. So, I fig-
ured it must be some Gatsbyan cock-
tail party, perhaps with chocolate. 

Gordon 
Wittick 

Now, I wasn't about to rent a tux 
three times in one year, so on the 
night of NOD I wore my best suit 
and my good shoes. Just to cover all 

the bases, I brought a box 
of chocolates. 

I arrived a few min-
utes before 10 p.m., to 
get the most out of my $6 
investment. There I met 
a crowd of people who 
must have been there for 
the same reason. Every-
one was decked out, in a 
fabulous array of extrava-
gance. Some appeared in 
elaborate costumes; oth-
ers wore their Sunday 

best. Those who were over 21 sipped 
mint juleps, while everyone chatted 
pleasantly with one another. 

And if this party was 

anywhere near as 

thrilling as the Early 

'80s party, I knew I'd 

be getting my money's 

worth. 

Finally, at the stroke of 10, we 
were admitted. We walked past 
about 20 security personnel, who 
were no doubt there to protect our 
very decadeiit display of wealth, into 
what should have been the main 
ballroom. 

But what we saw there instead 
shocked us. 

There, hanging from the ceiling, 
about 6 feet in length, was what 
could only be described as an un-
mentionable part of the male body. 
Surely, it must have been something 
else: a large, decadent cigar per-
haps. 

The posters on the wall rid us of 
any doubts we had. There, for the 
whole world to see, in graphic color, 
someone had painted sexual acts. 
And these weren't the sexual acts of 
a man and his wife behind closed 
doors, mind you. I'm perfectly OK 
with a man and a woman having 
intercourse in the missionary posi-
tion under the bonds of holy matri-
mony. 

But these were not those kinds of 
sexual acts. These were bizarre, 
perverted sexual acts involving mul-
tiple people in positions that defy 
gravity and good taste. 

"I don't think that can be done," 
said one girl, pointing to a poster. 
But around the corner was a motor-
ized papier-mache fountain that 
showed her exactly how to do it. 

The whole affair was more than 
we could take. All of us rushed to the 
entrance and demanded to know 
what kind of a party this was. 

"Haven't you seen the decora-
tions?" the security people said. 

"We can't do that, that's disgust-
ing!" we said. 

"Well, you won't get.your money 
back," they said. 

We weren't about to forfeit $6. 
So, dejectedly, we returned to the 
dance floor and did exactly as the 
decorations told us. We took off our 
clothing until we were almost na-
ked. We drank to the point of in-
ebriation. We even began groping 
strangers and engaging in practices 
that would almost certainly end in 
date rape. 

It was the worst night of my life. 
The whole thing was demeaning to 
myself and those around me. But I 
went back last year, and I'll go again 
this year. 

The decorations told me to. 

Gordon Wittick is opinion editor and 
a Hanszen College junior. He can be 
contacted at gordon@rice.edu. 

The emperor wears no clothes 

Campus Police quash a pointless rebellion 
Ordinarily, I'm not one to 
boast of a long history of encounters 
with the police. Though I can re-
count with incredulity and a certain 
guilty admiration the saga 
of my friend who once out-
ran a Vermont cop by gun-
ning his motor to 120 
mph, I prefer to keep such 
anecdotes distinct from 
autobiography. 

But two weeks ago, 
with premeditation and an 
utter lack of regard for 
human life, I descended 
into the criminal under-
world. 

It happened at the 
Lovett College auction, Where 
Lovetteers go to claim a fifth-hand 
refrigerator or an overstuffed sofa 
for their very own. 

I live at the infamous Greenbriar 
Apartments, so I was delighted when 
the third item up for sale was a some-
what decrepit Houston street sign 
bear ing the name "Greenbr ia r 
Drive." After a bid of one dollar, the 
sign was mine. I marched from the 
auction triumphantly, the proud per-
petrator of a Class C misdemeanor. 

Therein lies the grand lapse in 
logic: I had paid a dollar for the 
privelege of up to $500 in potential 
fines, all for what, to any open-
minded person, would have ap-
peared a cumbersome, dirty, green 
metal thing. 

So as I climbed the stairs up from 
the basement, I considered what I 
was trying to accomplish. It was a lot 
to think about. Why had I found the 
sign's allure so irresistable? 

In part, it was the imagined his-
tory of the thing. I saw in it a relic of 
a daring adventure masterminded 
years ago by some industrious Rice 
graduate. Also, I liked the match 
between the sign's name and that of 
my apartment complex. 

James 
Dallal 

But I know the real attraction 
came from the .pure satisfaction of 
owning something one is not allowed 
to own, which is, after all, the reason 

people steal signs in the 
first place. 

Displaying a stolen 
sign is a jubilant statement 
of defiance against the en-
tire institutional structure 
of society. The tragedy is 
that such defiance is now 
a glaring anachronism. 

Thirty years ago, re-
jection of the institutional 
structure of society was 
rejection of racism, sex-
ism and political oppres-

sion. Now, rejection of the institu-
tional structure of society is rejec-
tion of helpful student loans and 
well-marked intersections. 

Of course, the sign need not be 
an open avowal of defiance. It might 
work just as well as a conversation 
piece, and I resolved that that would 
be its contribution to my apartment. 

Having traversed the panoply of 
human ethics in the space of a single 
flight of stairs, I finally felt more 
comfortable with my acquisition, if 
not entirely confident that I was do-
ing the right thing. 

Fortunately, someone had pulled 
the fire alarm at Lovett and attracted 
most of the on-duty campus police. 
As I walked by, sign propped up on 
my shoulder, one of the officers sum-
moned me. "That's state property," 
he said, and quickly relieved me of 
my sign and my moral dilemma. 

I don't know what became of it. It 
can't be much use to the State o£ 
Texas now. The sign was horribly 
bent, and it was replaced years ago 

.anyway. But I like to think that it 
eventually wound up in some police 
officer's kid's private collection, and 
now presents him with the same 
moral qualms I faced. 

Freshly unencumbered, I walked 
to my car. On the drive home, I 
thought: Woe to the members of the 
young generation, who have no le-
gitimate grounds for rebellion. Woe 
to us, the ones who grew up in a 
society free from mainstream politi-
cal turmoil. 

How confusing it is to realize that 
we live at a time when the most sane 
way to approach the police is to get 
along with them, 

James Dallal is opinion editor and a 
Lovett College sophomore. He can be 
reached afjdallal@rice.edu. 

Nothin 'for Al 

Turf ruins sports and ankles 
For many Houston residents, 
Sunday will be emotional, as the 
Astros play their final regular 
season game in the Astrodome. I 
for one will shed no 
tears. I will say "good 
riddance," and not be-
cause of seating, atmo-
sphere, or any other 
commonly criticized 
feature of the Dome. 

Rather, I will gladly 
watch the passing of 
the As t rodome be-
cause of the hideous 
legacy it gave'to the 
spor ts world: 
Astroturf. 

Baseball and football are 
thankfully both in the midst of a 
trend away from Astroturf, but, 
as far as I'm concerned, it hasn't 
come quickly enough. And Rice 
is certainly not immune to this 
criticism, since our football team 
continues to play on a surface 
more appropriate for doormats. 

Todd 
Makse 

I will gladly watch 
the passing of the 

Astrodome because 
of the hideous legacy 
it gave to the sports 

world: Astroturf. 

My criticism of turf, however, 
is certainly not limited to aesthet-
ics, or to a purist's love for grass. 
The biggest problem with turf is 
that it's extremely dangerous. 

In the first two weeks of the 
NFL season, the Atlanta Falcons 
and New York Jets had their sea-
sons effectively ended when their 
star players were injured. Each 
injury occurred on a non-contact 
play; in each case, the result of a 
wrong step on turf was a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament. 

Then, in Rice's game Satur-
day against the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, I watched in disbelief as 
Rice sophomore quarterback 
Corey Evans suffered the same 
injury. 

Football is a sport in which 
players at "skill positions," such 
as quarterback and running back, 
are vital to the team's success 
and at the same ti me are the most 
susceptible to these injuries. It is 
simply terrible for the game if 
teams are losing these players by 
the dozens. 

It would be bad enough if 

teams had to play all their games 
on turf, but alternating between 
grass and turf makes injury even 
more likely. 

This is especially 
true in college, where 
some teams may have 
a long stretch of games 
on grass, and then sud-
denly have to adjust to 
the very different feel 
of turf. 

In baseball, serious 
turf injuries are not as 
likely, but the case 
against turf is still 
strong. 

First of all, baseball 
has been seriously changed in 
s t ad iums with turf . Third 
basemen and shortstops make 
throws to first on the bounce, 
making plays that might be im-
possible on grass. Runners on 
second are unable to score on 
singles to the outfield, while on 
grass there wouldn't even be a 
play at the plate. 

Secondly, turf can have a del-
e t e r ious ef fec t on basebal l 
players' health. Diving for a ball 
can cause "turf burns" that don't 
occur on natural grass. 

Furthermore, turf can heat up 
in outdoor stadiums as it has in 
Cincinnati, where 90-degree days 
outside have produced tempera-
tures above 150 degrees on the 
field. 

In such games, players have 
had to wear towels soaked in am-
monia between innings. All of 
these consequences of turf are 
6ad for the game of baseball. 

Finally, the variation in play-
ing surfaces runs counter to the 
general uniformity of sports 
fields. With the exception of the 
outfield dimensions in baseball 
stadiums, playing fields in sports 
are relatively uniform. 

It would be absurd, for ex-
ample, if a basketball or hockey 
surface were created of a differ-
ent material, especially if that new 
surface increased the likelihood 
of injury. 

Although there is little chance 
of a decree in major league base-
ball, the NFL or the NCAA to 
eliminate Astroturf, I hope that 
individual teams and schools will 
follow the Astros' example and 
replace their turf with natural 
grass or sod. 

Until then, I'll have to follow 
my favorite teams hoping that 
the results will be decided on the 
field, not by the field. 

Todd Makse is a Sid Richardson 
College junior. 
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'Supa fly dance club' to appear on ballot NEWS IN BRIEF 

INITIATIVES, from Page 1 
would like to have it as part of our 
academic offering," McKaye said. 

Garcia talked to the SA about the 
physical and mental benefits of rock 
climbing. 

"Once you put that harness on 
and clip into that rope, you will say, 
'What am I doing?' But I promise 
you that when you reach the top of 
the rope, you will say to yourself, 
That 's the best $32,0001 ever spent,'" 
he said. 

Garcia said in his presentation 
that the Outdoors Club has been 
petitioning the Kinesiology Depart-
ment for the past four years, as well 
as trying to locate funds from out-
side sources. 

The club obtained grants worth 
$10,000 but lost them because it was 
unable to find matching funds, 
Garcia said. 

"We tried to get [the Environ-
mental] Club to help us find money 
for this, but we have never been able 
to find people to put in all the time," 
Garcia said. 

Unlike the other two initiatives, 
the climbing wall would utilize the 
entire $32,000. Most of this would 
go toward the actual construction of 
the wall. Should the proposal pass, 
the Kinesiology Department would 
provide a climbing expert. 

However, the department is not 
funding or endorsing the proposal. 

"You couldn't use it without spot-
ters, so now you're bringing in people 
who have some sort of certification 
in this," McKaye said. "So you have 
to hire people, and that costs money 
too. Then there's the liability issue. 
These are all things that have to be 
considered." 

Saturday night dance club 
Hanszen College sophomore 

Jared Singer submitted an initiative 
requesting $8,000 for a dance club 
Wednesday. 

According to Singer, the idea for 
the proposal came from a desire to 
give students a place to dance on 
campus. 

"I am really into music and the 
club scene, and a Couple of friends 
and I*were discussing that there is 
really nowhere on campus to dance. 
Clearly students enjoy dancing — 
ballroom dancing is the most popu-
lar HPER class," Singer said. 

Most of the money requested by 
Singer would be used for a sound and 
lighting system, but money left over 
after the sound and light equipment is 
bought will be used for decorations 
and starting a music collection. 

"Every penny I can get will be 
utilized effectively. I could easily 

spend more, but this will be a good 
base to start from," Singer said. 

Singer proposed that the club be 
open only on Saturday nights to give 
students another option for a consis-
tent weekend event. 

"We already have Thursday night 
Pub night and Friday night Under-
grounds. Why shouldn't we also have 
a Saturday night activity?" Singer 
said. 

Singer met with Vice President 
for Student Affairs Zenaido Cama-
cho to discuss possible locations for 
the club, but the final location has 
not been specified. 

According to Singer, one locat 
tion has already been secured as a 
backup, but he is still considering 
others. 

"I'm being very picky about the 
location. I have one location secured 
but I am still trying to check out a 
few others. If the initiative passes, 
however, location of the club will not 
be an issue," Singer said. 

The club will not serve alcohol, 
said SA Secretary Jamie Lisagor, who 
helped create the plan. 

"The plan is for it to be a nonalco-
holic activity. As it is now, there is 
not much opportunity for a nonalco-
holic party scene, and the current 
party scene is not usually conducive 
to dancing," she said. 
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WIN a 10-Day Cruise to Mexico, Mountain Bikes and much more in the 
Student Combo Sweepstakes!Enter online at: www.ontap.com/wellsfargo 

Sign up for the Student Combo and receive a free T-shirt! 
Visit one of these local branches to take advantage of this offer: 

1000 Louisiana St. 6631 Main St. 3131 Holcombre Blvd. 2028 N. Main St. (Pearland) 

Free T-shirt offer ends 11/1/99 Students must open a checking account and/or credit card to receive the T-shirt - limit one per customer while supplies last. 
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Thresher news writer training 
You're invited. 

3-6 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 3 
Miner Lounge 
in the Student Center 

For more information or 
to reserve a spot, e-mail 
thresher-news@rice.edu 

Rondelet might be held 
before Beer-Bike 

Rondelet 2000 could put an end 
to worries about sunburns and Day-
Glo hair color clashing with tuxedos 
and evening gowns at the spring 
formal. 

The Rice Program Council is con-
sidering moving the date of the dance 
one week earlier, from March 25, 
2000, the evening after Beer-Bike, to 
March 18. 

The possible change is the result 
of student input and the chance to 
hold Rondelet in the historic Rice 
Hotel. 

RPC President Lindsay Germano 
said she receives complaints every 
year about the two events occurring 
on the same day, so this year RPC 
decided to make some changes. 

"People are tired after Beer-Bike 
and they don't feel like getting a 
shower and changing for a dance," 
RPC Treasurer Dan Street said. 

Moving Rondelet would also cre-
ate a starting point for Willy Week, 
the week leading up to Beer-Bike, 
the RPC said. 

"We also wanted to emphasize 
the importance of Willy Week," 
Street said. "This year it will have a 
definite beginning and end instead 
of being this amorphous thing that 
culminates in Beer-Bike." 

RPC polled the colleges and found 
that most students would not mind 
the changed date. Students' main 
objection was that it violated tradi-
tion, Street said. However, over the 
years Beer-Bike, once a small event, 
has grown to overshadow Rondelet, 
Germano said. 

RPC is deciding whether to hold 
Rondelet at the Rice Hotel. A final 

decision on the date and the location 
will come today or tomorrow. RPC 
has not yet signed the contract or 
paid the deposit for the venue. 

Germano said that if changes are 
not well-received, the date for Ron-
delet can always be changed in fu-
ture years. 

Families Weekend sees 
high attendance 

Last weekend, 2,161 guests de-
scended on the Rice campus for 
Families Weekend 1999. 

The attendance at Families Week-
end increased 25 percent from last 
year's numbers. Coordinators said 
they were surprised by this, because 
they thought increasing attendance 
numbers might have reached a pla-
teau. 

Daniel Attaway, Families Week-
end committee chair, attributed the 
increase in part to returning guests. 

"Parents come when their stu-
dents are freshmen and have a good 
time, so they come back all four 
years," Attaway said. 

Planning for Families Weekend 
starts each year, immediately after 
the SA external vice president, who 
is the event's chairman, is elected. 
Invitations were mailed in July. 

"Considering that we had over 
2,000 participants, it went wonder-
fully," Jennifer Hardin, associate di-
rector of Alumni Affairs, said. 

Families Weekend coincided 
with the home-opener football game 
against the U.S. Naval Academy. 

"So far, we've only had positive 
feedback," Attaway said. "People 
were impressed that there were 
things to do from the day they ar-
rived until the time they left." 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• The Senate unanimously passed an amendment to th£ constitution 
to address the problem of multiple mutually exclusive referenda. 

• The SA fall retreat is Oct. 9. Members of the senate are required 
to go. Non-senate members are cordially invited. 

• By a straw vote, the senate agreed that students would like to keep 
Kinko's in Blair Lounge. 

• Students who wish to discuss changing the hours of the pool so 
that it is open in the mornings should contact Curt Petersen 
(curtiep@rice.edu). 

• The SA approved the Women's Mentorship Program as a new club. 

Next meeting: Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in the 
Student Center. 

Rice Student Volunteer Program 

RSVP Outreach Day is tomorrow. Be sure to arrive on time for your site. 
If you have any questions or concerns about Outreach Day, talk to 
Craig Harrison (craigh@rice.edu), Kavita Nyalakonda (katsny@ 
rice.edu), or Vandana Gadhia (vandana@rice.edu). 

WEB SITE 
CONTENT EDITORS! 

Internet savvy individuals needed for part-time employment with a 
rapidly growing Houston Internet start-up company. Content editors 
duties include scanning and searching the Internet for daily articles, 
features and stories and posting them to WorldByNET's targeted web 
sites. 

Candidates should have excellent bilingual skills and knowledge 
of cultural values and interest. The next sites will include: 
SpainByNET.com, IrelandByNET.com, RomaniaByNET.com, 
VietnamByNET.com, HungaryByNET.com and IndiaByNET.com. 
Compensation and incentive packages based on experience with 
opportunity for advancement. 

WorldByNET.com is a family of on-line communities targeting 
specific nationalities. The Company's mission is to attract Internet 
users to its country specific web sites by offering deep and dynamic 
daily content, as well as value driven e-commerce. 

E-mail resumes to 

ofRce@WprtdByNET.com 

http://www.ontap.com/wellsfargo
mailto:thresher-news@rice.edu
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the 
period Sept. 24-28. 

Academic Buildings 
George R. Brown Hall Sept. 27 Bike stolen. 

Duncan Hall 

Other Buildings 
Campus Store 

Rice Stadium 

Autry Court 

Parking Lots 
East Stadium Lot 

South Colleges Lot 

East Stadium Lot 

Sept. 27 Bike stolen. 

Sept. 24 Backpack stolen. » 

Sept. 25 Non-Rice individual arrested for 
public intoxication and placed in 
Harris County Jail. 

Sept. 27 Student detained for evading 
arrest and public intoxication. 
Released to responsible person. 

Sept. 25 Non-Rice individual arrested for 
parole violation. Released to 
Houston Police Department. 

Sept. 27 Parking hang tag stolen from 
vehicle. 

Sept. 27 Vehicle stolen. 

The article "Hewlett freshman seminars cross disciplines" in the Sept. 
17 issue of the Thresher stated that the curriculum reform proposal 
failed last spring. Actually, the proposal passed in a revised form. 
In the article "Board approves underground parking" in the Sept. 24 
Thresher, architect Cesar Pelli's name was misspelled. 

The Thresher regrets the errors. 

Ibe best pizza in town ... Honest! 

U N I V E R S I T Y AT.GREENBRIAR 

664-5700 

Being th is Ocupcn 
for c x n r c d j c f c U D snecial! 

ONE 
w/Qne Topping, $6 

TAKE OUT ONLY, NOT VALID WITH DELIVERY. 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

C o u l d 

better THAN 

; one? 
Design advert isements for 
The Rice Thresher. 
We'll pay you. 
Send e-mail to the editors 
at thresher@rice.edu. 

Web interface to allow online registration 
Registrar: Problems with online campus directory being solved 
WEB, from Page 1 

For example, according to 
McFarland, when the federal 
government's Student Aid Report, 
which determines the amount a stu-
dent can pay for college, was re-
leased, many of the reports did not 
have any code to determine if the 
student was a dependent or non-
dependent and therefore could not 
be processed. 

"Another problem occurred when 
the program that takes the data from 
the federal government's paperwork 
and places it in the university's 
records quit working. 

Between 100 and 150 students' fi-
nancial aid information was very late 
in getting processed, McFarland said. 

According to McFarland, the goal 
of these program changes is to have a 
World Wide Web interface that gives 
students the ability to do more of the 
technical work themselves online. 

"The ultimate goal is that stu-
dents won't have to come see us at 
all. With the new Web interface, they 
could be sitting in their room at 2 
a.m. and want to switch from a phi-
losophy major to a chemical engi-
neering major. They would be able 
to do a degree audit online," 
McFarland said. 

According to McFarland, the in-
frastructures necessary for the Web 

interface are currently being tested. 
"We have the Web interface but want 
the background and all underlying 
processes to be stabilized because 
we don't want to put something on 
the Web and let everyone watch our 
mistakes," McFarland said. 

'The ultimate goal is that 

the students won't have 

to come see us at all.' 
— B ^ r y McFarland 
Dean for Enrollment 

Administration 

McFarland hopes this new Web 
interface will be completed and op-
erational by the spring semester, 
but before it can go on the Internet, 
meetings must be held with faculty 
and deans to determine how aca-
demic advisers will remain involved 
on a personal level after the Web 
system goes up. McFarland also said 
a test system for the Web interface 
will begin in about twrfhveeks. 

There have also be>en problems 
with the online campus directory. 

Student information in the direc-

tory was inaccessible for part of last 
week because there was a possibil-
ity that information students had 
asked not to be in the directory was 
on the page. 

In order to avoid any problems 
resulting from this kind of mistake, 
McFarland said, they just took all 
student information off the Web page 
until the problem was fixed. 

"The fact that the student portion 
of the campus directory was down 
was deliberate. It was not a glitch," 
McFarland said. "Students choose 
not to release personal information 
for legitimate reasons, and I didn't 
think it was fair that that information 
was on the Web page." 

The campus directory is currently 
being updated with this semester's 
phone numbers. 

Another change to the financial 
aid office is that Carl Buck will begin 
as the director of Financial Aid today. 

McFarland said that the students, 
faculty and administration have been 
very supportive during this transi-
tion period and that he looks for-
ward to the additional changes that 
will take place in the near future. 

"This is an exciting time for us. 
We're tackling new problems and 
looking ahead," McFarland said. 
"Without exception, we've felt su-
perb support from everybody." 

AT TIAA-CREF, 
LOW EXPENSES ARE 
A HIGH PRIORITY. 

All f inancial c o m p a n i e s c h a r g e 

o p e r a t i n g fees a n d expenses — 

some m o r e t h a n o thers . O l course , the 

l o w e r t he expenses y o u pay, the bet ter . 

T h a t way , m o r e of y o u r m o n e y goes 

w h e r e it shou ld — t o w a r d bu i ld ing a 

c o m f o r t a b l e f u t u r e . * 

As t he larges t r e t i r e m e n t sys tem in 

t he w o r l d , 1 w e h a v e a m o n g the lowes t 

e x p e n s e s in the i n s u r a n c e a n d m u t u a l 

f u n d indus t r ies . 2 

In fact , T I A A - C R E F s 0 .35% ave rage 

f u n d expenses a re a f r ac t ion of t he 

e x p e n s e cha rges of c o m p a r a b l e funds."5 

It's one reason w h y M o r n i n g s t a r says, 

" T I A A - C R E F sets the s t a n d a r d in the 

f inancial serv ices indus t ry ." 

A f o c u s o n y o u r f u t u r e 

O f course , expenses a re only one f ac to r 

to cons ide r w h e n y o u m a k e a n invest-

m e n t dec is ion . M o r n i n g s t a r a lso no ted 

o u r c o m m i t m e n t to " c o n s u m e r educa t ion , 

serv ice" a n d "solid i nves tmen t p e r f o r -

m a n c e . " Because t h a t r a n m a k e a d i f fe r -

ence in the long run , too. 

At T I A A - C R E F , w e bel ieve peop le 

w o u l d like to spend m o r e in r e t i r emen t , 

no t on the i r r e t i r emen t c o m p a n y . Today, 

over t w o million people c o u n t on t h a t 

a p p r o a c h to he lp t hem bui ld financial 

securi ty . So can y o u . 

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it * 

To find out more - give us 
a call or visit our website 

1 800 842-2776 
www.tiaa-cref.org 

' Based on S250 billion in UKti under management. ^ Standard cf Poor* Insurance Rating Analysis, 1999; and Upper Analytical Service*, Inc., Ltpper-Durdar,4 Analytical Data 1999 

(quarterly). ^Morningstar Variable Annuities/Life, 6/30/1999. Of the 6,332 variable annuities tracked by Morningstar, the average fund Had total fees combining annual expenses o( 0 84% 

plus an insurance expense of 1.26%. TIAA-CREF expenses are subject to change and are not guaranteed f o r ^ e future. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. TIAA-CREF 

Individual and Institutional Services distributes CREF certificates and interests in the TLAA Real Estate Acctfmfc For more complete information, including charges and expenses, call 

1 800 842-2776, extension 6509, for prospectuses. Read them carefully before you invest or send money. 
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1 
THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

OCT. 7, 1999. 

EDIT O R S 

picks 

t o d a y 

1 
) 

i 

A CHINESE 
GHOST STORY 

Andrew Chen directs anime-

^ for-adults based on the '80s 

• live-action film series of the 
I 

same name. This 1997 

production features the story 
^ of a tax collector and a ghost 
£ 

through computer graphics. 

7:30 p.m., Museum of Fine 

# Arts, Houston. $5 admission, 

7 $4 with a student ID. For 

* more information, call 

(713) 639-7515. 

t o m o r r o w 

SCREW YER 
ROOMMATE 

i 

Are you that desperate? 

Well, make it through the 

meeting and the date, and 

^ you can dance the night 

away, compliments of the 

\ Rice Program Council. 

\ 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., 

Sid Richardson College 

\ Commons. 
$ 

s t u e s d a y 

I A. S. BYATT 
I 

One of Great Britain's 

leading novelists, the 

Booker Prize-winning 

author of Possession and 

Angels and Insects opens 

the fall half of the 

Margaret Root Brown 

Houston Reading Series, 

offered by the University 

of Houston Creative 

Writing Program. Byatt's 

writing is witty and 

evocative and sure to 

entertain. 

8 p.m., MFAH. Doors open 

at 7:15 p.m. $5 donation, 

free to students. Call 

(713) 521-2026 for more 

info. 

in r \ 

Rice Players' season begins with 'Burn This' 
David Price 
FOR THE THRESHER 

T h e Rice Players open their sea-
son with Burn This, an unconven-
tional love story cas t against the 
background of one woman ' s grief 
and rebui lding process . 

0 . 
'burn this' 

The Rice Players 
Rating: iritir (out of five) 

Thursday through Saturday at 
8 p.m. $2 students, $3 

non-students. 

Burn This is set in the s tudio 
apar tment of Anna (Brown College 
junior Mar ia Collins), a New York 
m o d e r n dancer whose life ha s been 
pulled out f rom u n d e r h e r by the 
accidental death of Robbie, he r room-
mate, dance par tner and creat ive 
soulmate . 

As the show opens, she ' s just 
re tu rned from Robbie 's funeral , a 
shallow ceremony aggravated by the 
p re sence of his c loseminded and 
callous family. 

... if you go in 
LOOKING for. . . 
DEEP insights ... 
you'll be 
disappointed. 

Her depress ion deepens with h e r 
realization that Robbie had been , 
t h roughou t his adult life, isolated 
f rom his family, none of whom had 
ever seen him dance, and all of whom 
seem to have remained willfully ig-
norant about his homosexual i ty . 

His fami ly soon i n t r u d e s on 
Anna 's life again in the form of Pale 
(Lovett College Residential Associ-

ITS FUTILE 

a te Rick Spuler ) , Robbie ' s o lder 
b ro ther , who arr ives to collect some 
of Robbie 's things. 

Pale is, at first glance, a represen-
tative of what Anna ha s come to New 
York to escape. His first few minu tes 
of s tage t ime are spent in a long, 
disjointed rant about h is park ing 
exper ience outs ide Anna 's building, 
then h e insults Anna's neighborhood 
and apar tment . Only then does h e 
ge t a round to actually int roducing 
himself . 

U n d e r n e a t h Pale 's be l l ige ren t 
exter ior , though , is a man as deeply 
wounded by the loss of h is b ro the r 
as Anna is by the loss of h e r fr iend. 
Drawn toge ther by their common 
loss bu t pushed apart by their dis-
para te personalit ies, Anna and Pale 
forge a unique and interest ing love-
ha te relationship. 

Anna 's boyfr iend Burton, played 
by Baker College sophomore Brian 
Batchelor , is a screenwri ter who has 
found wealth, but no creative fulfill-
ment , writing science-fiction mov-
ies. 

Burton is Pale 's foil — someone 
whom Anna finds acceptable and 
safe, but this relat ionship lacks the 
chemis t ry that exists be tween he r 
and Pale. 

Rounding out the show's four-
person ensemble is Anna 's o ther 
roommate Larry, a quirky advertis-
ing worker played by Jones College 
sophomore Erik Burns. 

Larry's charac te r has grea t po-
tential for breaking up the longer, 
se r ious s t re tches of the play with 
some comic relief, but he ' s played 
more reservedly than his lines would 
s eem to justify. 

Collins does an excellent job of 
captur ing Anna. She adeptly recon-
ciles Anna 's confused feel ings for 
Pale, h e r grief at the loss of Robbie 
and h e r drive to get on with h e r life, 
molding into a coherent , believable 
and likeable character . 

Spuler 's portrayal of Pale is the 

'Lucie Aubrac' forges 
through the Resistance 
Jett McAlister 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Lucie Aubrac h a s the appearance 
of be ing another grea t French cos-
t ume drama. It 's set in a dynamic 
and interest ing period, ha s a bril-
liant cas t and i& made by one of the 
bes t d i rec tors in F rench film. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , Lucie Aubrac, 
though not a terr ible film, is not all 
that it could have befen. 

'lucie aubrac' 

Rating: • • 1 / 2 
(out of five) 

In theaters. 

Director Claude Berri is a mas t e r 
d r a m a t i s t — h i s films Jean de Florette 
and Manon des Sources a re bril-
liantly made, expertly combining all 
the e l emen t s of good cinema. 

Berr i ' s d r amas have the ability to 
not bore an audience — even ma-
vens of Hollywood action movies 

have m a d e it all the way 
t h r o u g h Jean de 
Florette's two subti t led 
h o u r s w i thou t fa l l ing 
asleep. 

Unfortunately, w h e n 
it c o m e s to su spense — 
a g e n r e in which pacing 
and flow are even m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t s 
than they are in d r a m a 
— Berri sput ters . 

Lucie Aubrac is the based-on-tru th 
story of Lucie Bernard (Carole Bou-
quet) , the wife of F rench Resistance 
activist Raymond Samuel (Daniel 
Auteuil). They sha re a code name, 
Aubrac (hence the film's title). 

At the beg inning of a high-level 
Resis tance mee t ing in 1943, the Ge-
stapo a r res t s Raymond and c h a r g e s 
h im with war c r imes against Ger-
many. Lucie, an almost excessively 
devoted wife, dec ides to take on Nazi 
Germany and Vichy France to save 
h e r husband . 

Lucie works with o the r Resis-
tance m e m b e r s to hatch a plot in 
which she convinces Raymond's cap-
tors that she is h is fiancee, and that 
for social r easons they must be mar-
ried in a civil ce remony before he ' s 
executed . 

Unfortunately, 
'Lucie Aubrac,' 
though NOT a 
TERRIBLE f i l m , i s 

not all that it 
could have been. 

In theory, the activists can s torm 
t h e t r a n s p o r t of p r i s o n e r s a s 
Raymond is taken from his cell to 
Gestapo headquar te r s , and they can 
save him, f ree o ther political prison-
e r s and take out a few Nazis at the 
s a m e t ime. 

See RESISTANCE , Page 8 

LIZZIE TAISHOFF/THRESHER 
Larry (Eric Burns) watches as archrivals Pale (Rick Spuler, center) and 
Burton (Brian Batchelor) duke it out in Burn This. 

real g e m in this product ion. His 
manne r i sms and accent are pure Jer-
sey, taken to an ex t reme that befi ts 

'EVERYTHING 

doesn't have to be 
EPIC , ' Anna 
observes. 
the ex t reme nature of his character . 
Pale 's character is truly multifaceted, 
and Spuler handles Pale's transit ions 
f rom arrogant to sensitive and back 
again without jarr ing the audience 

in the process . 
Burn This can d rag in places — it 

is, I think, one or two scenes too 
long for the story it t e l l s — a n d if you 
go in looking for a big laugh or ex-
t remely deep ins ights into life in 
general , you'll be disappointed. 

However, the story and charac-
te r s are in teres t ing and Anna and 
Pale 's re la t ionship is well r ende red 
by actors and playwright . 

"Everything doesn ' t have to be 
epic," Anna observes . 

Burn This is no epic, but it is an 
in teres t ing and thought-provoking 
slice of life. 

NO. UNCLE CHARLIE! 

Houston Ballet rejoices 
with 'The Merry Widow' 

Katy Bosworth 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The Merry Widow has quite a 
history for the Houston Ballet to 
live up to — but it does. Ronald 
Hynd adapted the music, origi-
nally an operetta by Franz Lehar, 
and choreographed the ballet 
fortheAustral ian Ballet in 1975. 
Legendary bal ler ina Margot 
Fonteyn danced the t i t le role as 
her last major ballet part before 
she Retired. 

'the mer ry 
widow' 

The Houston Ballet 
Rating: • • • ( o u t of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 
7:30 , Sunday at 2. Wortham 

Theater Center. Student 
Tickets $11.50 . Call (713) 

227-2787 for more info. 

The ballet premiered in Hous-
ton in 1995, as the Houston 
Ballet 's most expensive produc-
t ion ever — unsurprising, con-
sidering the elegant scenery and 
lavish costumes by Tony Award-
w inn ing des igner Desmond 
Heeley. 

The subject matter is a bit 
unusual for classical ballet. The 
Merry Widow is the story of a 
wealthy, powerful woman who 
lacksonly a man. While the plot 
never takes a turn for the deep 

(comeon, i t ' sa classical ballet, 
i t 's not supposed to) , at least 
there aren't any of the fairies, 
wi tches and wind-up dolls found 
in other ballets. 

Set in Paris at the turn of the 
century, the ballet begins at the 
Pontevedrian Embassy, where 
a recently widowed and wealthy 
Pontevedrian, Hanna Glawari 
(Nina Ananiashvili), wi l l be at-
tending a ball tha t evening. She 
is seeking a new husband, hope-
fully a Pontevedrian, so that her 
20 mill ion francs stay wi th in the 
country. 

The first secretary, Danilo 
(Philip Broomhead), is a pro-
spective suitor. Unfortunately, 
his nation's dire financial situa-
t ion has driven him to drinking, 
and the ambassador's secretary 
must ensure that the poor man 
is sober for the ball, which is no 
easy task. 

In fact , several dances in the 
first scene alone (and a number 
in the fol lowing acts) revolve 
around drinking wine. Onedance 
is especially funny, as Danilo 
keeps passing out and falling 
over, while the ambassador and 
his secretary try to rouse him. 

When Hanna arrives at the 
ball, she and Danilo are shocked 
to recognize each other. They 
were lovers years before, when 
Hanna had been a lowly peasant 
gir l , Danilo's aristocratic par-
ents forced him to end the 

See BALLET, Page 8 
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sampler 

r e c e n t r e l e a s e s 

'NEX MUSIC' 
Stubborn All-stars 

'THE BEST OF YAZ' 
Yaz 

'TERROR TWILIGHT' 
Pavement 

'SOCIAL DANCING' 
Bis 

s t u b b o r n a l l - s t a r s 

'NEX MUSIC' 

"Ska's not dead, it's Stubborn!" 
At least, that's what the market-

ing department at Stubborn Records 
would have you believe. The Stub-
born All-Stars, the label's in-house 
band, proves this slogan true with 
their new album, Nex Music. 

Basically a vehicle for the ska, 
reggae and rocksteady of King 
Django (aka Jeff Baker of 
Skinnerbox), the Stubborn All-Stars 
take a step back in time for their 
third album. Recorded at Version 
City, Django's own recording stu-
dio, the production values are no-
ticeably lower than on their two pre-

vious efforts, Open Season and Back 
With a New Batch. This lends the 
music a quaint, old-fashioned feel — 
these are songs you might have 
heard in 1960s Jamaica or on your 
mom's favorite oldies station when 
you were a kid. 

Nex Music is very light on horns 
and is instead carried by the vocals. 
"From Time To Time," the disc's 
second track, throws in some excel-
lent blues guitar solos over Django's 
vocals. "Saturday Night" is a mellow 
ska tune with shining vocals (includ-
ing those of guest Chris Murray) 
and lyrics describing the perfect 
weekend party. Vic Ruggiero of 
Slackers' fame adds his keyboard, 
singing and whistling skills to the 
rocksteady track "I'll Never Go Back 
Home." 

On the more reggae-oriented 
portion of the album, the use of bam-
boo flutes, harmonicas and ukuleles 
adds a twist to "Grand Master," while 
on "The Road Song," Django toasts 
effortlessly over a catchy bass line. 
A dub remix of "Not Like a Star," a 
song found earlier on the album, 
finishes the disc on a calm and uplift-
ing note. 

yaz 

'THE BEST OF YAZ' 

The Best of Yaz is an album seem-
ingly without an intended audience. 
Yaz (Yazoo in the UK), the duo of 
Depeche Mode founder and Erasure 
member Vince Clarke and '80s mi-
nor player Alison Moyet, only ever 
released two albums. Both (Upstairs 
at Eric's and You and Me Both) are 
still in print. Anyone who has ever 
heard of Yaz will either have the 
original albums or knows they aren't 
interested, and anyone who hasn't 
heard of Yaz will probably not be 
interested at all. 

Django proves on this album that 
no matter whom he plays with, he is 
still one of the masters of ska and all 
its offshoots. Although the title of 
Nex Music is misleading in that the 
Stubborn All-Stars explore musical 
influences from the past rather than 
taking the music into now territory, 
the album's vocals and wide variety 
of tracks more than make up for the 
lack of any groundbreaking new 
sounds. 

— Robert Reichle 

Yaz's musical style, for those not 
in the know, is simple early-'80s pop. 
The Vince Clarke influence here is 
very apparent, since he wrote all of 
Yaz's songs. As such, they are 
unsurprisingly reminiscent of "Just 
Can't Get Enough"-era Depeche 
Mode: light-sounding, cheery syn-
thesizer pop, frequently leaning to-
ward (or achieving) cheesiness. 
Moyet has a very deep and soulful 
voice — more sq. than Depeche 
Mode's David Gahan. Together, the 
two really did record some good 
songs, the best of which are the hits 
"Don't Go" and "Situation." Unfortu-
nately, Clarke and Moyet stopped 
getting along and broke up in July 
1983 after only 18 months together. 

The album contains their "great-
est hits" (surprise), along with four 
remixes of the three Yaz songs that 
some people might have actually 
heard. The remixes are decent, and 
some of them have made radio ap-
pearances recently, but they don't 
make the disc worth buying if you 

Get together with 
an old flame. 

ii 

(In Houston, Tx.) 

MBA Finance 
It's been a long, long time. In fact, it's been more than 70 years 

since El Paso Energy ignited- one of the world's most 

accomplished teams in natural gas transmission, power 

generation and energy marketing. And right now, we're looking 

for new relationships wi th bril l iant minds interested in a 

rewarding career wi th a proven company that's positioned for 

even more dramatic growth. Headquartered in Houston, and 

covering five continents, El Paso Energy is founded on trust, 

integrity, respect and results. Stop by and see us at the following 

career fair: 

MBA Reception 
Thursday, October 14 

Visit our website at www.epenergy.com for more information. 

EOE, M/F/DA/. 

EL PASO 
ENERGY 

already have the other albums. Early 
'80s junkies will eat up the classic 
songs on this album. Yaz fans who 
don't already have both of their LP 
releases will like this disc, as will 
Vince Clarke fans who might have 
wondered what he was doing be-
tween his days with Depeche Mode 
and Erasure. However, anyone look-
ing for the depth of either of those 
other bands' greatest-hits albums 
will be disappointed. Yaz, after all, 
was only a footnote in the musical 
history of the early '80s. 

— Matt Mitchell 

p a v e m e n t 

'TERROR TWILIGHT' 

Pavement once more cranks out 
crunchy lo-fi goodness on their new-
est album, Terror Twilight. 

Dedicated Pavement listeners 
will be pleased with the fuzzy guitar 
punctuated by ever-present garage-
rock riffs, while new fans should be 
won over by what is the band's most 
accessible album yet. Produced by 
Nigel Godrich (also responsible for 
the spacy, shiny glow on the most 
recent Radiohead and Beck albums), 
Terror Twilight remains true to 
Pavement's slacker sound, while 
acquiring the iridescent sheen of an 
album that has almost been over-
produced. Every crispy-on-the-out-
side, chewy-on-the-inside song peels 
off the album with some gritty guitar 
licks and a few space-aged sound 
effects. 

Lead singer and guitarist Stephen 
Malkmus' vocals wind through each 
song, twanging happily in "Folk 
Jam," a banjo-accented country rock 
ditty, and lazily drifting through the 
dreamy languor of "Major Leagues." 
"Cream of Gold" rocks out with driv-
ing, slamming guitar that careens 
into an edgy chorus. 

m 

b i s 

'SOCIAL DANCING' 
Scotland's champions of all things 

cute and loud have grown up — sort 
of. The latest album from Bis, Social 
Dancing, has a slicker, slinkier new 
wave sound than thehyperpop-punk 
sound that landed the teens with 
cartoon names on the indie scene 
several years ago. 

Bis' Manda Rin, Sci-Fi Steven and 
John Disco have gotten older, but 
not old (their average age is now 
22). They still revel in pop, new wave 
and youth power — they just don't 
go hoarse screaming over guitar 
chords and a drum machine nowa-
days, as they did on 1997's The New 
Transistor Heroes (Grand Royal) and 
various EPs. Instead, Social Danc-
ing is less do-it-yourself and more 
disco, less shouting and more shim-
mying. 

The disc's opener, the anti-talk 
show tirade "Making People Nor-
mal," sets the pace for the whole 
album — biting lyrics ("Thank you 
Ricki, thank you Jenny/You make 
me normal today") set to electric, 
energetic, if generic dance-pop. 

The third track is bland, but with 
good reason: "Eurodisco" is an exer-
cise in replicating trite dance music. 
The chorus sounds like something 
you'd hear in a club gr on Top 40 
radio, with the repetition of "pump it 
up" and "to the top." But then the 
lyrics take a turn for the ironic: "I 
lost my 15 minutes, on Eurodisco ... 
A style is named, it's dead/There is 
no latest trend." 

Pavement manages to save one 
of its tastiest treats for the very end. 
"Carrot Rope" is instantly ensnaring 
with its poppy wah-wah lead. As 
Malkmus sings in his most ploying 
voice, "Hey, little boy/would you 
like to see what's in mypocket," you 
can't help singing along, and the 
chorus is nothing short of addictive. 

Terror Twilight is beautifully con-
sistent with Pavement's old sound, 
yet develops a cleaner edge. 

— Kim Foster 

Instead, Bis proposes a solution 
in the catchy "Action and Drama." 
Railing against the faceless, almost 
electronic DJ heroes of the '90s, they 
plead for a return to a more human 
side of pop: "I'd like my idols human, 
not programmed in computers/Pop 
music's not going to die, it just has 
no direction/We need a plan of ac-
tion." 

Bis' plan of action to fix what's 
broken in pop is, apparently, to make 
infectious, bouncy tunes champion-

• ingyouth, irony and above all, fun. It 
may not be a terribly sophisticated 
plan, but the musical equivalent of 
Pixie Stix isn't supposed to be grown-
up. Social Dancing is sugar-sweet 
and insanely danceable — it's candy 
for your ears and your feet. 

Bis plays Rudyard's Tuesday 
night. 

— Marie I Tarn 

Come explore Europe 
f r om your own laptop 

www. s ta t rave l . com 
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'Aubrac' well-acted but 
fails to intrigue audience 
RESISTANCE , from Page 6 

As usual for Berri, most of the 
elements of this film are flawless. 
Bouquet and Auteuil have a unique 
chemistry that allows them to be 
ultimately believable as the freedom-
fighting couple. 

T h e ROMANCE 
works, the 
SUSPENSE doesn't. 

Bouquet turns in a performance 
that is astounding, stately and digni-
fied in a way reminiscent of Catherine 
Deneuve in Indochine. 

She does not allow her perfor-
mance to fall apart, either, in emo-
tionally charged parts of the film — 
throughout she remains intense and 
real. 

Auteuil, who starred in Jean de 
Florette and Manon des Sources, also 
gives a noteworthy performance. He 
is admirably stoic as his character 
undergoes immense cruelty, and he 
is able to convey devotion and love 

for Lucie exceptionally well. 
This kind of plot lends itself to 

intrigue and suspense. Lucie Aubrac 
is not an action film, nor should it be. 
But it is a movie that could have 
been paced better—Berri leaves no 
room for a rapid pulse or a creeping 
towards the edge of your seat. The 
sequence in which the Resistants 
attempt the rescue lacks build-up 
and energy. 

The film carries a disclaimer that 
while the story is true, some charac-
ters have been dramatized. The film 
could have been much better had 
the story been more dramatized — 
as it is, it's somewhat touching, but 
lacks kicks. 

It's a bizarre mixture of romance 
and suspense. The romance works, 
the suspense doesn't. c* 

The end result is something that 
won't appeal to larger audiences who 
don't already like Berri's work, and 
it certainly won't have any appeal for 
you at all if you're a foreign-film skep-
tic. But, if you 're an aficionado of 
French period pieces, it's worth 
watching. 

> 5 

ETIENNE GEORGE/OCTOBER FILMS 

Lucie (Carole Bouquet) supports Raymond (Daniel Auteuil), still held captive 
by the Nazis In Lucie Aubrac. 

Internet Without 
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'The Merry Widow' dances and dazzles 
BALLET, from Page 6 
relationship. Though the two have 
feelings for each other, there is 
still pain from the earlier rela-
tionship, and the couple spend 
the remainder of the ballet work-
ing this out. 

A parallel subplot is that of 
the old ambassador, Baron Ze"ta 
(Timothy O'Keefe), and hisyoung, 
beautiful wife Valencienne (Bar-
bara Bears). She has fallen hope-
lessly in love with the French 
attach^, Camille de Rosillion 
(Dominic Walsh). Despite the fact 
that she tries to remain loyal to 
her husband, she cannot help her 
love for Camille; she tries to hide 
the relationship and resist temp-
tation. The ambassador does 

eventually realize that his wife is 
in love with a man closer her age, 
and, though he does love her, he 
lets her go to Camille. 

Ananiashvili performs beauti-
fully; her technique is impec-
cable, improved even from when 
she first joined Houston Ballet 
two years ago. Broomhead cer-
tainly kept pace, showing an in-
credible sense of timing in deliv-
ering humor. The most notable 
dancing between them is Danilo's 
flashback to their romance years 
ago. Hanna appears in a bril-
liantly-colored peasant dress 
(quite a contrast to the black 
gown she wears to the ball), and 
the two dance a sensual, roman-
tic pas de deux. 

The company compensates for 
the story with dazzling sets and 
costumes and virtuosic dancing. 
The effect of the ballroom scene, 
with the corps dressed in white 
gowns, is splendid. 

The dancing seems somehow 
more passionate than other bal-
lets. Several pas de deux be-
tween Anan iashv i l i and 
Broomhead, as well as those by 
Bears and Walsh, are incredibly 
fiery, yet touchingly sweet. 

The Merry Widow is a great 
option for first-timers; The char-
acters are funny, the dancing 
beautiful, the set dazzling, and if 
you get bored, you can simply 
close your eyes and enjoy the 
music. 

GEOFF WINNINGHAM/HOUSTON BALLET 

Hanna (Nina Ananiashvili) greets a suitor at the embassy ball in The Merry Widow. 

k 

HEDO 
NISM 

VOTED *1 
ALTERNATIVE 
PAN CE CLUB 

ON THURSDAYS 
Br HOUSTON 

COLLEGE WIGHT 

NEW COVER 
SS OVER 21 

LOCATED IN THE MIQTOWN AREA 

3+0? SAN JACINTO 

773-759-96P6 
WWW.RICHS-HOUSrON.COM 

http://WWW.RICHS-HOUSrON.COM


THE RICE THRESHER DOONESBURY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1999 

fllPOOR, 
POOR.. 
TOO 

mm 
POOR.!" 

50 WHAT 
POYOU 
THINK? 

i 

I 

50 HOW'S LIKEGANG-
OUR NETA/P BUSTERS/ 
CONCERT 60- CHECK OW-
ING, JIMMY? THE ROSTER... 

/ 

UM...I PUNNO, 
JIM, ITS A LIT-
TLE ROUGH ON 
THEMASGES. 

J 

NO, IT'S 
NOT— 
THE 

SONG'S 
IRONICF 

OH...IRONIC 
MPON'THAVE 
A TRADITION OF 
IRONY IN VIET-
NAMESE MUS/C. 

SURE 
YOU PO! 
MJHATS 
YOUR 

FAVOR 
ITESON& 

EVERYONE IN 
THEMOTHERLANP 
t$ REJOICING OV-
ER THE WIPING 
OUT OF THE FIVE 

MAGGOTS. 

OKAY, 
BUT THAT 
ME ON 
THE STATE 
LABEL, 
RIGHT? 

*KJP PMZ, 
PHATPHARM, 
FRA6 GURLZ... 
WHO ARE THB 
FRAG GURLZ? 

THEY'RE 
THREE 
PAUGH-

TERSOF 
FORMER 

"...THE 0-535, TET BOYS, 
CU CHI CU, THE MI AS, 
STRAIGHT OLTTA SAIGON, 
ANP THE PRJNCE FORMER-
LY KNOWN AS HIS MAJESTY. 

CHANGE OF 
GOVERN-

MENT. HE 
ABPICATEP 
ON MTV. 

FORMERLY? 
WHAT 

HAPPENED? 

I 

Hot Situations 
Deserve 

SO I u 1 1 0 n 

You 
could WIN 

A Ski Trip 
Vail, Colorado 

or a Casio® CASSIOPEIA 
E - 1 0 0 Coior Palm-size Pi 

Play the s -v • . - u * 
COOL FROM Nestea® Hot Facts Sweepstakes! 

HOT FACT 
Bennett, Colorado* located in close proximity to the University of Colorado at Denv^^S^st^s longest sta 

high temperature in the nation. This temperature, registering KKX degrees Fahrenheit, spans an I I I 

^ jjjjf A. 115° B. 118° C. 121° D. 124° . \ 
J f the FINAL Hot Fact in the COOL FROM Nestea Hot Facts Sweepstakes. If you missed one Of the p 

JBworry. Just log onto W W W . C 0 0 l C 0 r 6 . C 0 m this week and you can answer the Questions yOM^J 
^you've completed all FOUR Hot Facts you will be automatically entered for a chance to win in the Hot Facts 

^ r / < t ' *' 

V Winners wi be notified alter Neventier 30,1999. 
Open to U S residerits^who, as of 9/6/99, are enrolled in a U S college No purchase necessary to play. Void In Florida and where prohibited. To enter via Internet Access the 'COOL FROM Nestea Ho) Facte* WW) site 1 ww«i.cioota)fe,rotn 12 01 * • * j ® 1 

see that weeks Hot Fact(s) on screen Every time you log on. you will be instructed to complete the on-screen entry (orm. including your name, the name ot the college you are attending and the letter A, B, C or D. representing Vie m«K») «Wd» 

correct to be eligfUe but you must submit your answer to each of the tour Hoi Facts (one Hot Fact published each week as described in Rule #1 ot the Official Rules) to be entered Into the iweoprtakos, Starting 12:01am (ET) on 007/98throufr " » * l f 

screen # o « « wflnteme» participant misses one or more ot the Hot Fact(s) that were featured. While you can. it you wish, log on each day. only one sweepstakes entry per e-mail address that Inckidec alt tour a n M e n will be entered into the s w e ^ s t s f c * drawing 

hand-p#your complete name, address, zip code, (optional) daytime and evening telephone numbers and the words "COOL FROM Nestea Hot Facts" Mail your entry m a hand-addresaed 4-1W a »-1/2* (#10) envelope, with M - d a s s postage affixed. W COOL FRQM 

«94lf§air. NE 68009-4941. Uni t one entry per envelope. Entries must be received by 11/15/99. IMPORTANT: On the lower lei! hand comer.ol your mailing envelope, you must indicate the name ot the cofega you are attending. For Official Riies. by which entrants 

colleges, send a SASE to: Hot Facts Rules Request. P.O Bo* 4948, Blair. NE 68009-4948. 

11999 Coca-Cola NestM Refreshments Company, USA "Nestea" is a registered trademark Icensed to Coca-Cola Nait l t Refreshments Company. USA 

©1989 Casio IS a registered trademark of Casio Computer Co . Ud CASSIOPEIA is a trademark & Casio Computer Co . Ud 

Once^ 

MYVSMTA 
not to i 

http://WWW.C00lC0r6.C0m


10 THE RICE THRESHER ADVERTISEMENT FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1999 

, . -V-^'vv 

m 
•
 4 •><"' .f%s< 

vv^v-ts.*-.' 
. ---v.- • v . • 'v -

&V&: ' J. r ... -«V v"*' - v ' • 
- ' , . : .A X -; -v 

UY wmmt - i 

-

There's more to college than college. We know. We're netLibrary . We're thousands of books online. 
As in, ready to read, research and save you time so you can chase other goals. 

We call them eBooks and they're right on your computer. 24/7. Ask your campus librarian or 

check us out at www.netLibrary.com 

GET TO THE GOOD PART. 

http://www.netLibrary.com


THE RICE THRESHER LIFESTYLES FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1.1999 11 

mwmm 

Alcohol law 
'Net News and Reviews: 

A little known fact about drinking: If you are under 21 it is illegal for 
you to drink in the State of Texas. Of course, we all remember alcohol 
training during Orientation Week when University Court representa-
tives told us that and then our advisers took us aside and told us the 
truth about Rice. But, believe it or not, they really were serious when 
they told you about the laws. Here is a summary of drinking laws that 
apply to us and what can happen to you if you get caught. 

THE RULES 

The following are alcohol-
related offenses for minqgf: 

• Misrepresenting your age in an 
attempt to purchase alcohol, 

• Attempting to purchase alcohol, 
• Purchasing alcohol, 
• Consuming alcohol, 
• Possessing alcohol if you're not 

at work or in the presence of 
your parents, and 

• Driving while under the influ-
ence of alcohol. 

All this translates to: Don't buy, 
hold, own or imbibe liquor if you're 
under21, especially if you're going 
to drive. 

HEARD IT ALL BEFORE 

You probably already knew the 
rules. Here's what they can do to 
you if you get caught: 

The first couple of times you 
get caught, you may get off easily. 

If it's your first offense, and the 
case goes to court, youH get eight 
to 12 hours of community service 
and your driver's license will be 
suspended for 30 days. 

For your second offense, you'll 
get 20 to 40 hours of community 
service and your license will be 
suspended for 60 days. 

THIRD TIME'S 
THE CHARM 

On your third offense, the court 
is required by law to fine you be-
tween $250 and $2,000 and/or put 
you in jail for up to 180 days 

You will also be assigned to do 
20 to 40 hours of community ser-
vice and you'll lose your license for 
180 days. 

DRIVING AND DRINKING 
— SPECIAL RULES 

If you are a minor operating a 
motor vehicle, and there is any 
detectable trace of alcohol in your 
blood, you are committing a crime 
in the state of Texas. A detectable 
amount of alcohol can come from 
drinking NyQuil or just one beer. 
For your first or second offense 

under this "no tolerance" law, you 
will be sentenced to 20 to 40 hours 
of community service. 

You will also be required'" to 
attend a state-run alcohol aware 
ness program. 

Your third conviction will get 
you either a fine between $500 and 
$2,000, a jail term of up to 180 days, 
or both. You will also get more 
community service time (40 to 60 
hours) and you'll get to attend the 
alcohol awareness program again. 

The point is clear: If you are 
under 21, do not ingest any kind of 
alcohol and drive a car. 

BUT I'M LEGAL! 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 
If you are over 21, it is illegal to 

purchase alcohol for a minor or to 
provide alcohol to a minor. 

The only exception to this rule 
is if you furnish the alcohol to the 
minor while hisparents are present, 
and his parents watch him con-
sume it. 

If you are a minor 
operating a motor 

vehicle, and there is 
any detectable trace of 

alcohol in your 
system, you are 

committing a crime in 
the state of Texas. 

THEY CHANGED THE LAW! 
For those of you who haven't 

heard, the laws regarding driving 
under the influence in Texas have 
changed. 

Before Sept. 1 of this year, the 
maximum legal blood alcohol con-
tent was .1 percent. On Sept. 1, 
1999, a new law went into effect 
that changes that level to .08 per-
cent. 

To figure out your estimated 
blood alcohol content after a couple 
of dr inks , go to http:// 
www. healthline. com/tools/ 
bloodalc.htm and type in your 
weight and how many drinks 
you've had in an hour. It will tell 
you not only what your estimated 
level is, but what effects you can 
expect. Again, the point is abun-
dantly clean Do not drink and drive. 
You can use a designated driver, or 
have your cocktails at home, but 
just don't get behind the wheel of' 
your car. 

Are you positive 
he is 

negative? 
Call 1-800-230-PLAN...» 

connected to the nearest clinic * www.pphouston.org 

PPlanned Parenthood® 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

http://www.mytalk.com 
Riki C o n r e y 

We live and die by e-mail. My 
roommate is my best friend, but I 
wouldn't know if he disappeared for 
a week if someone didn't send me an 
e-mail about i t So when I heard there 
was a new Web site that provides a 
different kind of e-mail, I was ex-
cited. 

At http://www.mytalk.com, you 
can check your e-mail over the phone 
for free. You get mail at My Talk, 
you call an 800 number, and the 
program reads you your mail. You 
can reply over the phone as well. 

I signed up for an account, a sur-
prisingly easy process. Then I had 
some people e-mail me at the 
account, and I called the number I 
had been given. 

I got a busy signal. 

When I called again a few min-
utes later, a computer gave me a 
tutorial on how to use the system, 
including the voice commands. I 

Usefulness: 
itit 

Nifty Technology: 

have a weakness for cool technol-
ogy, but there is a fine line between 
using technology and living exclu-
sively through it. I think it was when 
I said "thank you, good-bye" to a 

computer that I realized I had 
crossed that line. 

The company makes its money 
through advertising, and sometimes 
when you call for your mail, they will 
play ads for you before they dial. 

I had some fun replying to the e-
mails, but all the replies come 
through as .wav files, or sound files, 
on the other side. This is super as 
long as the recipient knows how to 
handle attachments. If he doesn't, 
your e-mail is less effective than 
smoke signals. 

But you know, you could just pick 
up the phone and call your friends. 

I can't really think of anything to 
do with My Talk — it doesn't seem 
very useful. But it's a lot of fun, and 
they've got really cool technology. 

NET TIP: you 
c a n OPEN ATTACH-
MENTS easi ly using 
t h e I n t e r n e t . Go to 
h ttp://wing. Is. rice, edu 
and open t h e mes-
sage. Double click on 
the link to the file. 

WHAT'S ' 

YOUR 

LIFESTYLE? 
What do you w a n t to 
read about? 
Send us an e-mail with 
your ideas for Lifestyles 
stories. 

thresher@rlce.edu 

Good 
Grades. 

Honest. 
nc 

e c e o r r e . e e. 

M-Th: Open 8am - midnight 
Friday: 8am - 5pm 

Sunday: 8pm - 11pm 

instant recall 

LITERALLY DIAL * 6 9 A N D A U T O M A T I C A L L Y REDIAL THE LAST PERSON W H O CALLED 

IT S O N Y O U R PHONE N O W A N D JUST 75C PER USE W H O WAS O N THE LINE7 * 6 9 

* 6 9 is available NT MOST areas and works on most t .ILLS wi th in a de' inea • allme a MM 

http://www.pphouston.org
http://www.mytalk.com
http://www.mytalk.com
mailto:thresher@rlce.edu
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Inner Loop, Outer Loop: Is this all there 
Jamila Nilson 

(oCcourw), |h*poMton i» 
itonoftWns.toao.Butyou 

s a ® 

RUNNING 

Running any distance is beneficial to the 
body in many ways, which makes running 
either of the loops excellent exercise. "The 
best thing about running is that it uses every-
thing," said Julie Butcher, assistant coach for 
the Rice women's track and field team. If done 
properly, running is indeed the best overall 
exercise you can get. 

However, as with everything else, there is 
a right way and a wrong way to run. Correct 
running form includes keeping your back 
straight, lifting your legs from the hip (not 
from the knee) and keeping your shoulders 
relaxed. This form keeps you from putting 
excess strain on your lower back, knees and 
neck. Once your form is perfected, you will 
find that you can run more comfortably, and in 
some cases even longer distances. 

Running is indeed the 
best overall exercise 

you can get. 

Nevertheless, 3-mile runs do not appeal to 
everyone. As an alternative, Butcher suggests 
plain old walking. "Walking the Outer Loop 
will also give you a great workout," she said. 

"Just keep your arms 
pumping, and try to 
walk at a quick, steady 
pace, and you will defi-
nitely feel the burn." 

Aiid for the more 
ambitious walkers, 

; s * after a few times 
around, you may 
move up to a slow, 

steady jog. But wait until you're ready. 
Those who don't like to run or walk long 

distances may choose walking back and forth 
from Fondren Library to Sewall Hall for class. 
This is not quite the 3.2 miles of the Outer 
Loop, but it's a start. However, there are excel-
lent alternatives for those who are interested 
in staying in shape. 

SWIMMING 

The pool at Autry Court has hours when all 
students and faculty are welcome to work out. 
These hours may vary every semester, so be 
sure to check the schedule, which is posted in 
the gym and on the Kinesiology Department 
Web page at http://www.rufrice.edu/~kines/. 

THIS SEMESTER'S 
POOL HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 
Noon -1:30 p.m., 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday: 
Noon -1:30 p.m.; 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday: 
10:30 a.m. to noon, 2 - 4 p.m. 
Sunday: 
2:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

The pool is located on the intramural field 
side of Autry, and you can get to it by going 

through the men's or women's locker rooms. 
Swimming gives you a great overall work-

out, both cardiovascular and aerobic, and it's 
a great way to stay cool. Swimming tends to 
build strong upper body muscles, depending 
on how much or how often you swim. On 
average, about 30 minutes of light freestyling 
or using the kick board three days a week will 
keep you in pretty good shape. 

W E I G H T L I F T I N G 

Sid Richardson, Jones and Will Rice Col-
leges have thjeir own private weight rooms. 
Weights are's very necessary supplement to 
regular workouts. Weightlifting helps tone 
muscles and also builds strength, which is 
vital to regular workouts. Also, most of the 
weight rooms have exercise bikes, which are 
a great way to build endurance and general 
good health. And don't forget, Autry Court 
also has a weight room for students and fac-
ulty. 

THIS SEMESTER'S 
AUTRY COURT HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 
6 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday: 
6 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday: 
9 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Sunday: 
11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

INTRAMURALS/CLUB SPORTS 

Anyone who is involved in non-varsity 
sports will tell you that the players get all the 
exercise they need. Rugby and ultimate are 
just a couple of the great sports that Rice has 

Be part of an EXCITING INTERNET COMPANY! 

needed: 

Campus Operations Manager 

* Earn great money 

* Excellent resume builder 

* Flexible schedule 

* Gain Management and Marketing experience 

a p p l y o n l i n e a t w w w . v e r s i t y . c o m 

e m a i l y o u r r e s u m e t o : jobstSvers i ty .com 

fa ! y o u r r e s u m e t o : 7 3 4 / 4 8 3 - 8 4 6 0 

or c a l l : 8 7 7 / V E R S I T Y e x t . 8 8 8 ( 8 3 7 - 7 4 8 9 ) 

v§rsitycom 
S t u d y S m a r t e r 

to offer. Not only are these excellent ways to 
stay in shape, but you can also meet lots of 
great people. 

Some students are unable to participate in 
these activities because of the time commit-
ment. In order for both yoti and the team to 
benefit from your participation, you have to be 
able to attend the practices. A list of the intra-
mural and club sports that Rice offers can be 
found on the kinesiology Web page. Check 
with your college sports representatives for 
dates and practice times. 

AEROBICS/EXERCISE VIDEOS 

As corny as it sounds, these things aren't 
popular for nothing. Good aerobics tapes not 
only give you a complete workout, they also 
help you tone up "specialty areas" (thighs, 
stomach, buttocks, etc.). And best of all, if you 
have a VCR, you can exercise in the privacy of 
your own room. That way, no one will know if 
you cheat. 

SUGGESTION: 
Billy Blanks' Tae-Bo. We've all seen the 

overly enthusiastic infomercials. The truth of 
the matter is, this Blanks guy knows what he's 
talking about. As a runner for the Rice track 
team, I work out six days a week, every week. 
But when I tried to do the advanced Tae-Bo, it 
was too much even for me. Never fear, how-
ever, because the 3-tape collection also con-
tains a basic and an instructional video, both of 
which cover all levels of experience (or lack 
thereof). 

If none of these outlets appeals to you, 
consider the various off-campus activities or 
classes offered through the Kinesiology De-
partment. Although it may be a little less con-
venient, those with the time and transporta-
tion to do these things may enjoy trying some-
thing new. And remember, there is nothing 
wrong with running the Outer Loop. 

byAbi 

Caffeine 
Scene 
Brown 
liquids and 
wired 
beatniks 
can both 
be found 
at the Rice 
Coffee-
house. 9 

Look, this 
one thinks 
he's Egon 
Schiele. 

as 

more reason to 
sign up For our 

GMAT course 

Free Extra Help 
If y o u n e e d a d d i t i o n a l w o r k o n a n y t op i c 

d u r i n g the course , s i m p l y set up a n ex t ra 

h e l p sess ion w i t h y o u r instructor Ex t i a he lp 

is a l w a y s f ree a n d a l w a y s l ive w i t h y o u r 

ins t ruc tor 

THE 
PRINCETON 
REVIEW 

Thinking about business school in 
2 0 0 0 ? Take the GMAT this fall and 

get your application in early. 
Classes start Oct. 9 th . 

(713) 688-5500 
www.review.com 
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http://www.rufrice.edu/~kines/
http://www.versity.com
http://www.review.com
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1999 Graduate School Forum 
Q 

Sponsored by 
The Career Services Centers of 

Rice University 
& 

UH College of Business Administration o 
UU 

O 
O 

Tuesday 
October 5,1999 

o 

a 

Noon to 4p.m. 

Rice University Student Center 
The Grand Hall 

tB 
S 
* 

U 

Ch 
a* 

Parking Information: 
Park in the Stadium Lot at Rice University 

Entrance 12 off of Rice Boulevard. 

For more information, contact: 
(713) 743-4590. 

THE 
PRINCETON 
REVIEW 
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Sunidh Jani 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary— 

C-USA saga reaffirms 
money's hold on sports 

You've seen the ads on TV. There ' s the guy who 
bends over to pick up his wallet and ends up with 
some woman screaming an audible with her hands up 
his ass. Or the shopper who grabs an expensive vase 
and spikes it to a thousand pieces 
after scoring a "touchdown." 

That's right, folks, it's football 
season. As rivalries heat up and as 
talk escalates to debate over a 
college football playoff, the true 
sports fan can sit back and relish 
the passion that is college football. 

OK, enough relishing. Before 
you get too comfortable with your 
ideas about football the way it 
was meant to be played, I must 
remind you that autumn Satur-
days are not about rivalries and intense emotions. In 
reality, they're all about the Benjamins. 

You wonder why Rice went to play Michigan in Ann 
Arbor? The answer is simple — money. On paper, Rice 
has virtually no chance against most'Wfonster football 
programs, but the money the school gets for showing 
up and losing more than makes up for the loss. And 
most of that money comes from television contracts. 

Every time we sit down and watch a game, 
somebody's getting TV revenue. The universities that 
generate the most TV revenue get the most money. 
The universities with the most money usually have 
the best football programs. The universities with the 
best programs win the most games. The universities 
that win most regularly have the most people 
watching them on TV. And the cycle begins again. 

Which brings up another huge point: A good chunk 
of money also comes from gate receipts and merchan-
dise sales. The two ways to inflate revenues from those 
sources are through a huge alumni base and national 
exposure. And the way to improve your school's 
marketability is — you guessed it — through television. 

So money is the key to any relationship. Confer-
ences such as the Big 10 stick together because the 
amount of revenue generated from their televised 
games is phenomenal. With alumni in every state and 
in a number of foreign countries, the big programs 
such as Michigan, Penn State and Ohio State have 
interested fans around the world willing to contribute 
funds and watch them on TV. 

For smaller schools without the alumni base or 
funding support, playing a big-name program 
generates substantial revenue as well. Hence games 
like Rice vs. Michigan and Ball State vs. Wisconsin, 
where the smaller school gets a little more money 
and a lot more national exposure. But the key to long-
term success and the only possible way of creating a 
perennial national powerhouse is to be in a top-tier 
conference such as the Big 10 or Big 12. 

Conference USA is no top-tier conference. But it is 
definitely a notch higher than the WAC. And with C-
USA thinking about inviting TCU and SMU to 
abandon the WAC, it's no surprise that the two 
Metroplex schools will have to think long and hard 
about their decision. With the departure.of arguably 
the eight most marketable schools from the 16-team 
WAC last year, the networks aren't exactly lining up 
to put the remaining schools on the air. 

If TCU and SMU do depart, the conference will 
become even less attractive. Even though parity leads 
to exciting football games in the WAC, the schools 
don't have enough tradition, national recognition or 
alumni to be a big draw, either on TV or in the stands. 
And you can make the connection from there: If 
nobody watches, nobody gets paid, meaning your 
program will have a tough time growing. 

If, or more likely when TCU and SMU take their 
natural rivalry and their huge Metroplex media 
market to C-USA, the WAC will lose its two biggest 
draws. Meanwhile, the likes of Rice, Tulsa and UTEP, 
which will never receive an invitation to join a big 
name conference, will be left in the dark. 

So what to do? I say we start our own conference. 
Rumors have been circulating that schools such as Rice, 
Army, Navy and Tulane want to create the equivalent of 
a Southern Ivy League. The idea is that joining private 
schools that put as muph emphasis on classroom 
success as they do on wins and losses would even the 
playing field. Granted, the conference still wouldn't 
compete with the Big 10 or SEC, but at least the schools 
would all be interested in the same things and would all 
be committed to making the conference work. It would 
probably be another three or four years before the idea 
could become a reality, but it's something to think 
about. Right now, it seems to be the only viable 
alternative to remaining in the withering WAC. 

Sunidh Jani is a Sid Richardson College junior. 

Crabtree kicks Owls to first victory 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

The Rice football team has finally 
found the win column, and the Owls 
have "Mr. Perfect" to thank for it. 

With its offense struggling to find the 
end zone, Rice rode the leg of sopho-
more place-kicker Derek Crabtree to its 
first win of the season Saturday, a 20-17 
decision over the U.S. Naval Academy at 
Rice Stadium. 

Crabtree kicked two extra points and 
two field goals, including the game-win-
ner with 2 minutes, 27 seconds left in the 
game, to earn the Western Athletic Con-
ference Special Teams Player of the Week 
award. 

"It's pretty much an honor," Crabtree 
said. "I'm just glad I have an offense and 
a defense that can get me in field-goal 
position. It just reflects on the team's 
hard work." 

With his flawless game, Crabtree re-
mains perfect in his Rice career. He is 21-
21 on extra points and 8-8 on field goals. 
But Crabtree is quick to deflect all praise 
to his teammates. 

"I've got a snapper and a holder that 
are the best in the nation," Crabtree said. 
"I haven't seen a combination like that 
anywhere. When they snap and hold like 
they do, it makes my job easy." 

'It makes you feel good to 
know that you can put 
together a long drive like 
that in crunch time. It gives 
you a lot of confidence.' 

— Neal Gray 
Senior left guard 

Crabtree's heroics would not have 
been necessary if not for Rice's slow 
start. The Owls gave up a 41-yard run on 
Navy's first play from scrimmage as the 
Mids quickly jumped out to a 7-0 lead. 

Rice's first four possessions weren't 
nearly as productive. They lost one 
fumble on third-and-five inside the Navy 
10-yard line, were stopped on a fourth-
and-one inside the Navy 15, and went 
three-and-out twice. 

Navy, meanwhile, extended its lead to 
14-0 when fullback Raheem Lambert 
scampered for a 79-yard touchdown run, 
with under 6 minutes to go in the first half. 

Rice, however, managed to wake up 
just before the half ended. Sophomore 
quarterback Corey Evans engineered a 
seven-play, 80-yard drive that included 
his first career pass completion and 
ended on his first career t o u o h d ^ n run. 
Crabtree added the extra point to make 
the score 14-7. 

The Owls defense did its part by forcing 
Navy to punt on the ensuing possession, 
and the Rice offense did the rest. Senior 
quarterback Chad Richardson hooked up 

CARTER BROOKING/THRESHER 

A U.S. Naval Academy defender tackles senior quarterback Chad Richardson in Rice's 
20-17 win last weekend. Richardson rushed for a season-high 105 yards to heijrthe 
Owls to their first win of the season. 

with senior split end Raphael Tillman for a 
15-yard touchdown pass, and Crabtree's 
point-after tied the game at 14. 

"We quit making the little mistakes 
and finally put some points on the board," 
Richardson said. "We definitely got a little 
scared down 14-0, but it showed a lot 
about this team to come back from that." 

The second half was essentially un-
eventful as both teams' offenses sput-
tered. Navy reclaimed the lead with a 49-
yard field goal on its first possession of 
the second half. 

Crabtree answered with a 41-yarder 
that capped off a 15-play, 56-yard drive 
that ate up 7:24 of the third quarter and 
tied the game at 17. 

Then, with less than 10 minutes to go 
in the game, the Owls put together their 
biggest drive of the year. They marched 
63 yards in 16 plays and just under 8 
minutes to set up Crabtree's 31-yard 
game-winner. 

"It makes you feel good to know that 
you can put together a long drive like that 
in crunch time," senior left guard Neal 
Gray said. "It gives you a lot of confidence." 

Sophomore linebacker Joe Bob Th-
ompson sealed Rice's first win of the 
year by stopping Navy's last-ditch come-
back attempt with an interception. 

Even though the defense again played 
well and the offense produced when it 
had to, Head Coach Ken Hatfield said 
Rice's special teams deserved the most 
credit. 

"I can't say enough about our kicking 
game," Hatfield said. "It kept us in the 
game against Texas, and tonight it was 
huge. [Travis] Hale's punts and [Scott] 
Grimes' kickoffs helped us win the field 
position game. 

"Arid you won't find any tougher field 
goals than the two Derek kicked—one to 
tie and one to win it in the fourth quarter. 
It doesn't get any bigger than that." 

Volleyball hopes for fresh start in WAC 
by Ben Weston 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

Practically speaking, the season be-
gins tomorrow for the Rice volleyball 
team. 

After a rocky first month of non-con-
ference play, the Owls host the Univer-
sity of Tulsa tomorrow night to kick off 
Western Athletic Conference play. 

The scores from the first half of the 
season may not matter anymore, but 
the events of September will likely have 
a tangible impact on the rest of the 
year. 

A lot has changed in the past month 
as injuries have wiped out the projected 
starting lineup. Senior outside hitter 
Karolina Zelinka, a 1998 first-team all-
WAC selection, has a torn ligament in 
her shoulder and is expected to sit out 

• ^ t h e rest of the season and retain her 
eligibility for next year. 

Junior setter Nil Kalagoglu, a second-
team selection in 1998, broke her ankle 
before the Owls' first match and will also 
redshirt this year. 

Last weekend, sophomore outside hit-

ter Leigh Leman sustained significant 
damage to her right ankle and will 
probably have to sit out for at least three 
weeks. 

'The first month has been„ 
really tough. Injuries are 
really hurting this team, 
but everyone is stepping 
up and filling their 
responsibilities well.' 

— Kelly Smith 
Senior outside hitter 

Senior outsjde hitter Kelly Smith re-
injured her ankle last weekend, but hopes 
to play tomorrow. 

In addition, sophomore defensive 
specialist Michelle Craven underwent 
surgery today for a chronic knee prob-

lem and may be out for up to a month. In 
all, eight members of the 13-person team 
haVS had significant health problems or 
injuries this year. 

' T h e first month has been really 
tough," Smith said. "Injuries are really 
hurting this team, but everyone is step-
ping up and filling their responsibilities 
well." 

They need to. Of Rice's 17 remaining 
matches , 14 are all-important WAC 
matchups. 

-In October, the Owls play eight con-
ference matches, and they will have to 
play well to live up to expectations. 

The WAC is coming up strong this 
season. The University of Hawaii, pre-
dicted to challenge for the national cham-
pionship, is currently undefeated at 11-0 
and has already defeated six opponents 
in the national top 25. 

San Jose State University, coming off 
an appearance at the NCAA tournament 
last year, is 13-1, its best start since 1990. 
Fresno State University, which returns 
seven players from last year 's 18-11 
NCAA tournament team, is 10-6. 

See VOLLEYBALL, Page 18 
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Women prove they belong 
by Chris Larson 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

WW'WdiM': 
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i 
LIZ RICE/THRESHER 

Freshman Cody Jackson hits a forehand during the Continental Airlines Cup at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium Sept. 10-12. 

Collins leads Owls at Notre Dame 
by Chris Larson 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Senior Robert Collins has some 
big shoes to fill. The past two weeks, 
his feet seem to have fit just fine. 

After he played at the second spot 
for the men's tennis team for most of 
last yeai< all eyes have been on 
Collins as he assumes the role of 
team leader following the departure 
of Efe Ustundag. 

When you consider that Ustundag 
finished last year ranked 18th nation-
ally and was named all-conference, 
Collins has a tough act to follow. 

But the comparison seems rea-
sonable. Collins captured the singles 
tide in the top flight of last weekend's 
Notre Dame Invitational with three 
solid wins against a tough field that 
included several Big 10 schools. 

"He leads by example," Head. 
Coach Ron Smarr said. "He's a very 
hard worker, and he's very competi-
tive. He was under control every point" 

The year started slowly for 
Collins, as he was winless in the first 
tournament of the year. 

He turned his game around, how-
ever, with a Sept. 18 win against 
Baylor University's l l th-ranked 
Johann Jooste. 

"He started out slowly with his hip 

hurt and cramping," Smarr said. "But 
a win over a player like Jooste gives 
you a shot of confidence. Two or 
three good wins are better than any-
thing any coach could do for a player." 

After a bye in the first round and 
an win in the second, Collins re-
bounded from a tough first set in the 
semifinals to defeat Notre Dame's 
Casey Smith 1-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

In the final, Collins defeated 
Gabriel Montilla of University of In-
diana 6-4, 6-4. 

"If he hadn't played mentally 
tough, he could have lost," Smarr 
said. "He played really well on the 
key points." 

In flight B at Notre Dame, sopho-
more newcomer Alexis Pourchet fin-
ished fourth and freshman Mathias 
Mathaes finished fifth in the conso-
lation bracket. 

v y T h e two combined to win the con-
solation draw of flight A doubles 
with a 9-8 (7-4) tiebreak proset win 
over a Notre Dame duo. 

The Owls also sent three players 
to Beaumont for the Lamar Invita-
tional last weekend. The Owls domi-
nated the tournament, posting an. 
undefeated 8-0 singles record. In 
flight A, sophomore Fabien Giraud 
won his first two matches before 
withdrawing with a shoulder injury. 

ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR BY CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST 

I used to drink Coke when, I was thirsty,, even 
though I knew that caffeine is a diuretic that 
makes you thirstier. But I liked the flavor and 
often felt like my thirst was quenched. 

We're all kind of like this. We're thirsty, 
not because of physical exertion, but because 
we ' re human. We thirst for happiness, 
satisfaction, a sense of meaning. But we settle 
for second best, things like popularity, alcohol, 
sex, or even good grades. And in the end, we're 
left thirstier than when we first started. 

If only we understood what Jesus Christ 
meant when He said, "...Whoever drinks of the 
water that I shall give him will never thirst. But 
the water that 1 shall give him will become in 
him a fountain of water springing up into 
everlasting life." I drank from the water that 
Christ gives in knowing Him, and surely, I thirst 
no more. 

John Lin 
Baker College, '01 

In flight B, freshmen Ramez 
Qamer and Cody Jackson won three 
matches each to advance to the fi-
nals, where they opted not to play 
each other. 

If you're invited to the party, you 
might as well take the opportunity to 
make an impression. 

That's the mentality the Rice 
women's tennis team adopted last 
weekend when four players received 
an invitation to the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association National Clay 
Court Championships in Baltimore. 

"Our girls are ready to notch their 
games up to another level," said Assis-
tant Coach Roger White, who accom-
panied the team to Baltimore. "We try 
to create opportunities to do that" 

Each Owl took advantage of the 
opportunity to shine in the national 
spotlight. Due to the setup of the 
tournament, players must play 
through three rounds: prequalifying, 
qualifying and main draw. Based on 

' rankings, players receive byes 
through one or more rounds. 

Senior Charlotte Feasby was 
awarded a bye into qualifying and 
won one match before being elimi-
nated. She teamed with junior Erin 
Waters to win three qualifying 
matches and reached the main draw 
of just 16 teams. 

There they faced the fourth-
ranked duo of Katarina Valkyova and 
Zuzana Lesenarova of the Univer-
sity of San Diego. Feasby and Wa-
ters lost 6-2, 6-1. 

Senior Elle Lewis won two quali-
fying matches and lost in the third 
round but was selected to advance 
after another player withdrew. 

In the main draw, Lewis lost her 
opening match. However, she re-
bounded to dominate Carolijn Van 
Rossum of the College of William and 
Mary, the nation's 39th-ranked player, 
2-6,6-1,6-0 in the consolation bracket 
This established her as one of the top 
24 players in the national tournament 

"It raised an awareness of where 
we are in our performance related to 
other universities," White said. "It 
brings a level of confidence because 
we see that we have some of the best 
players in the country." 

Both Waters and sophomore 
Judith Hagedorn fought through 
prequalifying to reach the! qualify-
ing draw. The success seemed to 
indicate the girls deserved the invi-
tation and even a better seeding. 

"We're going to have to prove 
ourselves," White said. "This is the 
first year we've sent four girls; it's an 
honor to send that many." 

The tournament on the schedule 
this weekend boasts another exclu-
sive guest list but this time the Owls 
don't need to be invited. Rice sched-
uled a nail-tough field for this 
weekend's Rice Classic, which runs 
from today until Sunday. The nine-
team field includes three teams ranked 
in last year's final national top 10. 

We love 
free! 

Check out all the reasons 
why you'll love IBC 
Free Checking: 

• No minimum balance -

• Free IBC ATM card 

• Overdraft Courtesy 
up to $300 or $500* 

v Unlimited check writing 

• Only $50 opens 
your account 

• First order of 50 
checks free 

• ' • l i 
• s.1 

-mm m 713-526-1211 s 
5615 Kirby Dr. WWW.lDOC.COITI 

I tNt J 

Memler FDif/lnternational Bancshares Corporation * Effective 30 days after account is opened £ qualified. 

http://WWW.lDOC.COITI


16 THE RICE THRESHER SPORTS FRIDAY. OCTOBER 1,1999 

ATTENTION ALUMNI OF 
The National Young 
Leaders Conference, 

Washington, DC 
-or-

The National Youth 
Leadership Forums on 

Law, Medicine or 
Defense 

If you are a first or second year 
student, there is a prestigious 

on-campus leadership opportunity we 
have been asked to discuss with you. 

Please call Toll Free at 1-877-282-4952 
no later than OCTOBER 8 T H and ask 

to speak with one of the program 
co-founders: Barbara or Richard 

YOUR Gift t 
IS A WAY 

TO CONQUER 
LUNG DISEASE 

AMERICAN 
LUNG 
ASSOCIATION. 
of Texas 

Give the gift that remembers by helping others ... 

When you lose someone dear to you — or when a special person 
has a birthday, quits smoking, or has some other occasion to cel-
ebrate — memorial gifts or tribute gifts made for them to your local 
American Lung Association help prevent lung disease and improve 
the care of those who suffer from it. www.texaslung.org 

1-800-LUNG-USA 

WORK 
HERE, 
GET 
PAID. 

The Thresher is 
currently seeking 
sports writers. 
See all the action 
firsthand. See your 
name in print. See 
your name in print 
on a paycheck. 
Send.e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu. 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Lads lose to VT, draw 
with SW Texas State 

The men's club soccer team 
fought its way through two 
tough home games last week-
end and came away with a loss 
and a tie. 

Saturday's rematch with the 
University of Texas proved dis-
appointing for the Lads, as they 
lost a 1-0 lead on their way to a 2-
1 defeat. 

After a scoreless and some-
what listless first half, senior 
striker Gabriel Garcia notched 
his second goal of the season to 
open the scoring. 

The lead held through the 
80th minute, but UT pressed its 
attack and scored two goals in 
the last 10 minutes to take the 
win. 

"It was very upsetting," junior 
defender Parker Jones said. "We 
pretty much had the game won, 
but we let up a little on our marks 
the last few minutes, and that's 
all it took." 

Sunday's game was a better 
effort, and the Lads managed a 1-
1 draw with Southwest Texas 
State University. 

Sophomore striker Jay 
Marchani opened the scoring in 
the 28th minute, off an assist 
from junior midfielder Tony 
Licata. 

But the Bobcats evened the 
score in the 36th minute after 
Rice failed to clear the ball on a 
number of attempts. 

"It was a little disappointing 
because we all felt we could have 
won, but oVerall it was a good 
game for us," Coach Mike 
Henshaw said. "We don't have 
anything to hang our heads 
about. [Everybody] played 
hard." 

The tie drops the Lads' record 
to 1-2-2 heading into this 
weekend's matchup against 
Baylor University in Waco. 

Women's soccer slams 
Abilene Christian 9-0 

The women's club soccer team 
tallied another win Sunday with a 
9-0 home victory over Abilene 
Christian University. 

While the lopsided score 
shows the Owls (3-0) likely had 
the better team, several Rice play-
ers pointed to the fact that Abilene 
Christian was at a disadvantage 
following a six-hour commute. 

Freshman midfielder Natalie 
Nardecchia and sophomore for-
ward Lindsay Botsford were the 
driving forces behind the blow-
out, each contributing three 
goals. The remaining three goals 
were split between junior wing 
Hilary Schaffer and junior for-
wards Leslie Anne Carter and 
Corrinn Davis. 

Susan Ireland, a sophomore 
defender, also complimented the 
teamwork on the field. 

"We were able to slow down 
and carry out some great passing 
combinations," she said. 

Despite the Owls' undefeated 
start to the season, Coach Mike 
Eggen is keeping their success 
in perspective. 

"I am worried that we may let 
this go to our heads,"Eggen said. 
"The truth is that this team has 
not played as well as it is capable 

•'of playing and has a lot of work to 
do before it .is ready for a team 
like Texas A$M." 

The women will face the Uni-
versity of Houston at 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday on the intramural field. 

"We've got one last chance to 
polish up our game before we 
head up to Austin to play Texas 
and Texas Techti'ext'Hveekend, 
and this UH game is it," junior 
goalie Sarah Morgan said. 

C-USA to decide on 
expansion Oct. 11 

Conference USA presidents 
decided to postpone any deci-
sion on expansion until their Oct. 
11 meeting in New York, the 
Houston Chronicle reported Sun-
day. 

The decision means that 
Southern Methodist University 
apd Texas Christian University,. 
both members of the Western 
Athletic Conference, must wait 
until then to know if they will be 
offered invitations to join C-
USA. 

"[TheC-USApresidents] have 
a lot of logistical information to 
consider and what that means in 
all sports, and decided it was best 
to have more time to absojfb it 
and talk face to face," C-USACom-
missioner Mike Slive told the 
Chronicle. 

For the past month, specula-
tion has been that C-USA will 
extend invitations to TCU and 
SMU, and that the two schools 
would accept them. 

However, reports in the Dal-
las Morning News and the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram have said 
that the 14 C-USA presidents have 
yet to reach an agreement be-
cause they fear the logistics of a 
16-team conference would be too 
complicated. 

In addition, the publications 
said some of the members are 
not in favor of expansion because 
it w6uld mean cutting conference, 
revenues into smaller pieces. 

Even if SMU and TCU are of-
fered invitations, it is unclear 
whether both schools would ac-
cept. The Honolulu Star Bulletin 
reported two weeks ago that C-
USA is asking for a $1 million 
entryfee, a figure that TCU would 
be willing to pay but that may 
make SMU balk. 

PART-TIME 
WRITER / EDITOR 

FOR 

COMMUNICATIONS 
TEAM 

Plan 21, a national behavioral 
healthcare firm headquartered in the 
Galleria area, seeks a part-time 
(approx. 20 hours/week) communi-
cations team member. Junior, Senior or 
Graduate Student preferred. Broad 
exposure to mailedng,.and communi-
cations functions. Excellent writing/ 
editing and computer skills required 
(MS Word, MS Excel). Excellent 
compensation, commensurate with 
experience and proficiency. Flexibl 
great for a student schedule. Resume 
and writing Sampjle to: 

Jobs6Pian21.com 
or Fax (713) 621-6560 

PLAN 

a is a UkitadttMkii Group" company 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
CONSULTANTS 

The Peace Corps is accepting 
applications for the year 2000 — 
4000+ assignments in Africa, Asia, 
the Pacific, Latin America, and 
Europe. Join the 7000 Volunteers 
now serving in 77 countries! 
Positions available in: 
• EDUCATION 
• BUSINESS 
• HEALTH \i J 
• AGRICULTURE' 
• ENVIRONMENT 
• COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Must be a US citizen, min. 18 years of 
age and, have a BA/BS d e g j e e or 
equivalent experience to apply. Visit 
our web site at-www.peacecorps.gov, or 
call 800-424-8580 (x506) for info. 

PEACE CORPS 
The Toughest Job You'll Ever Love 

http://www.texaslung.org
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.peacecorps.gov
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Losses stop, but injuries continue 
Owls win three of four matches, place second at Central Florida tourney 

by Ben Weston 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

First the good news. The Rice 
volleyball team broke a six-match 
losing streak last weekend by win-
ning three of four matches in the 
University of Central Florida Invita-
tional. 

Now the bad news. Three start-
ers suffered injuries as the Owls 
injury-riddled season continued. 

The first injury did not come dur-
ing match play. Senior outside hitter 
Karolina Zelinka re-injured her 
shoulder before the tournament. 

She will be out four to six weeks 
and may miss the rest of the season 
in order to redshirt. 

Sophomore outside hitter Leigh 
Leman is out of action for three to 
four weeks after severely injuring 
her right ankle while chasing a ball 
off-court in the Owls' last match, a 
five-game loss to host Central 
Florida. 

The injury came after a break-
through weekend for Leman in 
which she had a double-double in 
each of the tournament matches. 

"[Losing Leman] was kind of a 
shock and very unexpected, espe-
cially after everything that had gone 
on," defensive specialist Michelle 

Craven said. "It's a little bit of a 
letdown to have so many people out" 

Before the injury, Leman led Rice 
against Central Florida with 17 kills 
and 22 digs, but Rice was unable to 
put the match away and fell 10-15, 
15-12,10-15,18-16,9-15. 

Junior outs ide h i t te r Klara 
Zelinka added 14 kills and 19 digs in 
the losing effort. 

Though the tournament finished 
on a sour note, the other three 
matches Went well. 

On Saturday morning, Rice beat 
the University of North Carolina at 
Asheville 15-0,15-8,15-13. 

The match, however, was marred 
by another injury. This time the vic-
tim ()vas senior outside hitter Kelly 
Smith, who re-aggravated a previ-
ous ankle injury. 

Smith had to miss the last match, 
but she is expected to recover by 
this weekend. 

Leman paced Rice with 12 kills, 
14 digs and a .750 hitting percentage 
against UNC-Asheville, and Smith 
added nine kills and 11 digs. 

Friday night, the Owls demol-
ished Bethune-Cookman College 15-
3,15-0,15-3. 

Every Rice player saw playing time 
as the Owls hit .390 while holding the 
Lady Cats to a .051 percentage. 

Junior outside hi t ter Remi 
Aderohunmu had 10 digs and seven 
kills for Rice and Smith added eight 
successful attacks. 

In the first match of the tourna-
ment, the Owls started slowly in an 
attempt to rebuild their confidence 
after a tough losing streak. 

They quickly gained momentum 
and dropped St. John's University 
15-13,12-15,15-7,15-7. 

Leman had a solid match with 15 
kills and 15 digs, and Smith hit 19 
kills. 

Freshman middle blocker Briana 
Cook hit .389 in the match and had 
six blocks while Zelinka had 12 kills 
and 16 digs. 

"We had a great weekend in 
Florida," Smith said. "We played like 
a team and played our hearts out. If 
we go out every game with that atti-
tude, I'm sure we'll have a good year 
despite all that has happened." 

The three wins in the tournament 
leave Rice with an 8-9 overall record. 
But more important than their 
record, Craven says, is the Owls' 
newfound optimism. 

"After losing six straight, our con-
fidence level had gone down a little," 
Craven said. "After winning three 
straight, we proved to ourselves that 
we could play." 

BEN WESTON/THRESHEH 

Junior outside hitter Klara Zelinka serves in Rice's loss to McNeese State 
University on Sept. 21. The Owls return to Autry Court tomorrow against the 
University of Tulsa. 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
sept. 24-25 

FOOTBALL 

IfAVY 17 RICE 20 

Navy 
Rice 

7 3 
14 3 

17 
20 

Navy — Lambert 8 run (Shubzda kick) 
Navy — Lambert 79 run (Shubzda kick) 
Rice — Evans 5 run (Crabtree kick) 
Rice —Tillman 15 pass from Richardson (Crabtree 
kick) 
Navy — Shubdza' 49 field goal 
Rice — Crabtree 41 field goal 
Rice — Crabtree 31 field goal 

Final Stats Navy Rice 
First Downs 11 21 
Rushing Yards (net) 255 255 
Passing Yards (net) 26 67 
Total Yards 281 322 
Return yards 49 68 
Punts - Avg. 5-39.6 4-42.8 
Time of Possession 23:00 37:00 

Individual Stats 

Rushing 

Navy — Broadwater 18-98, Lambert 6-92, 
Madden 7-45, Vereen 3-14, Brittingham 2-7, Terrell 
3-0, Holley H - l ) 
Rice — Richardson 24-105, Leschber 18-66, Brad-
ley 8-49, Evans 5-21, Griffin 2-9, Gingrich 6-9, Gary 
1-1, White l-(-5) 

Paulng 

Navy • 
Rice -

- Broadwater 3-9-1-26, Madden 0-1-0-0 
• Richardson 4-7-0-55, Evans 1-1-0-12 

Receiving 

Navy — O'Donnell 2-20, Vereen 1-6 
Rice — Tillman 2-29, Meeks 2-21, Webber 1-17 

Attendance — 44,217 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 2 CENTRAL FLORIDA 3 

Rice 10 15 10 18 9 
UCF 15 12 15 16 15 

RICE 3 UNC-frSHEVILLE 0 

Rice 15 15 15 
UNCA 0 8 13 

BETHUNE-COOKMAN 0 RICE 3 

BCC 
Rice 

3 0 3 
15 15 15 

ST. JOHN'S 1 RICE 3 

SJU 13 15 7 7 
Rice 15 12 15 15 

"i • ' . • mm 
S B r ' ^ J y * 4 

WFz.:' ® •:s: 

% it's b e i n f l 

Sometimes it isn't 

... • • 

col lege s t u d e n t s are eligible for a oiK««ifi-a»lifetime f ree t r ip t o Israel* 

catch?There isn't one. It's our gift to SOOSfjewish college students who've never been 

I trip to Israel. Here's how it works. Log on to our website and choose which prog 

3IS0U. And t^fis winter break you could be doing stuff like going on an archee 

Jerusalem, or reiaxing*in the Dead Sea. And we'll pick up the tab. It's 

fSr3clexpcriencc.org « (888) 99-ISRAEL 
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Volleyball starts WAC play 
VOLLEYBALL, from Page 14 

A preseason poll of WAC head 
coaches predicted a third-place con-
ference finish for Rice. But the Owls 
of the preseason are not the same 
ones who will take the court tomor-
row. 

The faces are different, but the 
players have also been through a lot 
together and are confident in each 
others' abilities. Despite the many 
injuries, the Owls are still maintain-
ing a good attitude. 

"We, as a team, are trying not to 
look at anything negative," Smith 
said. "We focus on the positive things 
that we have going for us." 

One surprising positive given all 
the lineup changes is that, coming 
into this«week, the Owls rank sixth 
in the nation and first in the WAC in 
digs, with 19.24per game. 

Jun ior outs ide h i t te r Klara 
Zelinka leads the WAC in individual 
digs with 3.38 per game. Rice also is 
second in the conference in blocks 
per game. 

No matter who starts tomorrow 
or for the rest of the season, Rice will 
still field a talented team. But will 
that be enough when the true test 
comes around? 

Powerhouse Hawaii comes to 
Autry Court in eight days; the Owls 
face a critical road swing to Fresno 
State and San Jose State the next 
weekend. 

"There aren't going to be any 
games that are going to be easy by 
any means," Craven said. "We'll just 
have to stick together, and we'll pull 
through. I think everyone is going to 
step up and do well despite all that 
has happened." 

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND PACIFIC STUDIES (IR/PS) 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO (UCSD) 

' I R / I ' S has established itself as a leader in training people to\ 

compete in the global arena. The 1998 program graduates are employed 

in media/telecommunications, international trade, manufacturing/high 

itechnology, financial services, consulting, government and nonprofit 

organizations. 

The M.P.I.A. and Ph.D. are graduate degrees that focus on 
business and policy issues facing the regions of the Pacific Rim 
specifically the countries of Latin America, China, Japan, Korea, 

and Southeast Asia. 

For further information contact: 

Graduate School of International Relations & Pacific Studies 
University of California, San Diego 

9500 Gilman Drive 
La Jolla, CA 92093-0520 

Phone: (858) 534-5914 - Fax (858) 534-1135 
Email: irps-apply@ucsd.edu 

World Wide Web site: http://www-irps.ucsd.edu/ 

i 
ROB GADDI/THRESHER 

Senior linebacker Wesley Kubesch tackles U.S. Naval Academy quarterback Brian Broadwater In Rice's 20-17 win last 
week. Kubesch and junior defensive end Jake Jackson (54) helped hold the Mids to just three points in the second half. 

Owls prepare for wide-open WAC 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

Guess who's on top of the West-
ern Athletiq Conference football 
standings. 

Here's a hint — it's two teams 
that finished a combined 3-13 in the 
conference last year. 

Still don't know? Try this — 
they're the two teams that were 
picked to finish seventh and eighth 
in the eight-team WAC in a preseason 
media poll. 

Give up? They're the University 

j. •' I, ,v • / ; 
1 
* J 
i k r vv( -/\ T \\ n i ' L{ if sv 

k - 4 ? W v - W 

PRESENTS 
NOCO/ER9-11 

#/WELL-$2 BEER 
PJ CHRIS SILL 

CHECKOUT CUR NEW PATIO BARTENPER 

W L OCATED IN T H E M D T O W N WBA 
2401 S d N J 4 C I N T O 

715-759-9606 
W W t y R I C H S - H O U S T O N . C O T i 

of Hawaii and San Jose State Univer-
sity. And a week into the WAC sea-
son, they're both undefeated. 

Granted, they're only 1-0. But the 
Spartans' victory came at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa, where the Golden 
Hurricane typically plays well. And 
the Rainbow Warriors have won 
three in a row, including last week's 
20-0 stomping of Southern Method-
ist University in Dallas, after going 
0-12 last year. 

In other words, Head Coach Ken. 
Hatfield says, don't be fooled by ref-
erences to the watered-down WAC. 
When the Owls begin conference 
play atTulsa tomorrow, it could mark 
the beginning of one of the most 
exciting races in the country. 

"Preseason rankings in our league 
don't mean anything," Hatfield said. 
"I still think that the league is 
anybody's and anything can happen. 
Everybody is still in the hunt." 

So far, the two most surprising 
teams have been Hawaii and San 
Jose State. Hatfield believes both 
teams are to be taken seriously. 

"The team playing better than 
anybody is probably San Jose," 
Hatfield said. "They've got a great 
running back and they throw the 
ball well. They are really good. 

"And Hawaii has won three in a 
row and we have to play them over 
there. They're a legitimate threat." 

Meanwhile, the four schools 
picked to finish at the top of the same 
media poll—Rice, SMU, Texas Chris-
tian University and Fresno State Uni-
versity — are a combined 4-10. 

The Bulldogs haven't played badly 
in compiling a 2-2 record, especially 
not after smashing the University of 
Nevada 49-24. But the other three all 
have reason to be disappointed. 

The Horned Frogs, coming off a 
shocking win in lastyear's Sun Bowl, 
are off to a 1-2 start, including aloss 
to the University of Arizona in which 
they blew a 25-7 lead and a 17-7 loss 
to Northwestern University. 

The Owls are 1-3 after beating 
the U.S. Naval Academy last week-
end and the Mustangs are 0-3 after 
dropping the clunker to Hawaii. 

Some may say the conference's 
unpredictability is more a result of 
the low caliber of play than parity. 
But Hatfield disagrees. 

"I really think you'll have a hard 
time finding a dominant team that 
will whiz through this league and 
just beat everybody," Hatfield said. 
"There is nobody that is just so domi-
nant talent-wise that they'll play great 
all seven or eight weeks. Everyone 
will have a down time, and when you 
do you can get beat. 

"It'll be hard to go through [the 
WAC] without a loss because every-
one you play will be pretty good." 

Rice Student 
Specials! 

5733 Kirby 

<713> 523-7770 

(4 M l D I I M |» I / / \ 

One Medium _ 

One-Topping Pizza 

| & 1 Drink 
| Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 

tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value l/20<t y 

$£46 • ! 

! • I \ U ( . I l> I / / A 

One Large 

One-Topping Pizza 

& 2 Drinks 
$ 7 3 8 

• l 
| Offer valid with coupon only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales | 

tax where applicable. Drivers carry less than $20. Cash value 1/20$ y 

mailto:irps-apply@ucsd.edu
http://www-irps.ucsd.edu/
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fiiday OCT 1 
Come celebrate the culture of the 

Mediterranean at the MED FEST. 
Sample exotic cuisine and entertainment 

at the St. George Orthodox Christian 

Church today and tomorrow from 11 a.m. 

to 10 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 7 

p.m. Admission is $2 or you can bring 

three canned goods and get in free. 

Bring a bag lunch to Miner Lounge in the 

Rice Memorial Center from r\oon to 1 

p.m. and visit the ALZHEIMER'S 
SUPPORT GROUP meeting. 

The SHEPHERD SCHOOL 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
presents Alborado del Gracioso, La Valse 

and Symphony No. 2, "London," with 

conductor Larry Rachleff. The music 

begins at 8 p.m. in Stude Concert Hall. 

Reserved seating tickets are $7 for the 

public, $5 for students and senior 

citizens. 

Encorel Will Rice Theater gives new life 

to COSMOPOLITAN 
GREETINGS. Use your second 

chance and see it at 8 p.m in the Will 

Rice College public dining room. Tickets 

are $3 for Rice people and $4 for others. 

The WOMEN'S TENNIS team 

hosts the Rice Classic at Jake Hess 

Tennis Stadium all day. It continues 

through Sunday. 

Come see the Rtce Players perform the 

passionate drama BURN THIS by 

Lanford Wilson at 8 p.m. in Hamman Hall. 

Tickets are $4 for students, $6 for 

faculty and staff, and $8 for the public. 

Call (713) 521-PLAY for reservations. 

Saturday OCT 2 
Take part in the Rice Student Volunteer 

Program s OUTREACH DAY 
and volunteer at a variety of sites 

throughout Houston. 

The VOLLEYBALL team plays the 

University of Tulsa in Autry Court at 7 

p.m. 

Don't miss Sandy Havens' last season as 

director of the Rice Players. See 

BURN THIS at 8 p.m. in Hamman 

Hall. Tickets cost $4 for students, $6 for 

faculty and staff, and $8 for the public. 

Call (713) 521-PLAY for details. 

It's payback time! Get your roommate 

back for all of her obnoxious habits by 

setting her up on a blind date for 

SCREW YER ROOMMATE. 
After your date, come down to the party 

from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the Sid 

Richardson College Commons. 

Sunday OCT 3 
Larry Rachleff conducts the 

SHEPERD SCHOOL 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA in 
a performance of Romance for Strings in 

C Major, Op. 42, Piano Concerto No. 3 in 

C Minor, Op. 37, and Variaciones 

Concertantes at 8 p.m. in Stude Concert 

Hall. Admission is free. 

monday OCT 4 
Dr. Beale speaks to future animal 

doctors about VETERINARY 
SURGERY at 7 p.m. in the second 

floor conference room in the Rice 

Memorial Center. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1999 ^ 19 

Calendar 
tuesday OCT 5 

The Bishop Thomas J. Gumbleton speaks 

on "MORAL DIMENSIONS 
OF CURRENT U.S. 
FOREIGN POLICY" ,n Hamman 

Hall at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free. 

Wednesday OCT 6 
The Rice Women's Resource Center 

sponsors a brown bag lunch and 

discussion of "WHAT YOUR 
MOTHER NEVER TOLD 
Y O U " at 11:30 a.m. in Miner Lounge 

in the Rice Memorial Center. 

Come and see the Rice Player's first 

production of the year, BURN 
THIS, at 8 p.m. in Hamman Hall. 

Tickets cost $4 for students, $6 for 

faculty and staff, and $8 for the public. 

Call (713) 521-PLAY for details. 

thursday OCT 7 
Don't miss Sandy Havens' last season as 

director of the Rice Players. See 

BURN THIS at 8 p.m. in Hamman 

Hall. Tickets cost $4 for students, $6 for 

faculty and staff, and $8 for the public. 

Call (713) 521-PLAY for details. 

Dr. Michael Barlow offers a colloquium 

on LINGUISTICS AND 

LANGUAGE ENGINEERING 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Rayzor Hall, Room 

240. Refreshments will be provided. 

The VOLLEYBALL team takes on 

the University of Texas at El Paso at 

7:30 p.m. in Autry Court. 

friday OCT 8 
Enjoy an evening of theater with the Rice 

Players and see BURN THIS 
at 8 p.m. in Hamman Hall. Tickets cost 

$4 for students, $6 for faculty and staff, 

and $8 for the public. Call (713) 521-

PLAY for reservations. 

Waste away and look for your lost shaker 

of salt at Brown College during the 

MARGARITAVILLE PARTY 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Rani Yadav 
and Alex Speiser, Calendar Editors, 
Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

• b^ F A X * 0 Calendar Editors, (713) 
285-5238. 

• by E-MAILt0
 thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 
available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for all items is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

I F Y O U ' R E A C E O , ' • E N Y O U ' R E 

A N D IF Y O U ' R E N O T A S T M E N T , T H F N 

[ B A B L Y N O T A S T U D E N T , 

C A N ' T B U Y AT W W W . E D U . C O M . 

I n t r o d u c i n g e d u . c o m , t h e f i r s t stme o n t h e w e b w h e 

b r a n d c o m p u t e r s , s o f t w a r e , t e x t b o o k s , 

s t u d e n t s c a n s a v e up to 70% on n a m e 

re, e v e r y d a y . S o r r y , Ch ie f . 

com 
students get i t 

eiiu.t om 

Two cons have disguised themselves as beauty pageant pros. 

Before they can pull off the heist, they'll have to put on a show. 

ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

Happy, Texas is as 
good as its buzz! 

Peter Travera, ROLLING STONE 

Happy, Texas keeps the laughs coming! 
William H. Macy, llleana Douglas and Jeremy Northam 

are first-rate. Dynamo Steve Zahn offers nonstop 
comic invention... a class act! 

They need pros. They're getting cons. 

W M W H W S w i v raw-:, M A R K M E N T E R T A I N M E N T » I L L S L E Y / S T O N F P R O D U C T I O N . W M A R K IllSlEY " H A P P Y [ H A S J E R E M Y N O R T H A M 

STfi/E ; I M All * W A K E S I L L E A N A D O U G L A S MDWILLIAM H M A T Y T . M M m* JMIHJIIUA S C K K L A I R HIS si,riiy:IONEMIH K A T E I A L E X P A T S A V A S « . * S - P E T E S H A R R I S 

* I : O H I [ ) M [ I M A U R I N S C A R L A T A IDHOI N O R M A N B U C K L E Y JIIKIOI O< "WOCUWSRUTE D O U G L A S J O H N S O N I I M I W M I L A S O N T W I K ionwciGLENNS M I N O R 

. • W W S I ' M A S K I L L S L E Y S K I M H C M G M D S T O N E M I N I M I E D S T O N E M A R K I L L S L E Y P H I T R E E V E S M K B I ' M A R K H T S L E Y 

S O U N D T W T E X C L U S I V E L Y A V A I L A B L E O N 

www.happytexas.com 

Get Happy 10-1-99! 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://WWW.EDU.COM
http://www.happytexas.com
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Satan speaks out for the first 
time since the gooing of Wiess 
We here at the Backpage were 
recently thinking about the fact 
that Wiess is slowly and me-
thodically sinking into the 
ground and about that sub-
stance often described as 
"vomitous black 
lava" that re- ———— 
peatedly wells up 
out of the toilets 
and showers. 
After careful 
thought, we de-
cided that only 
one explanation 
is possible: Hell 
is reclaiming 
Wiess. Luckily, 
we're all regular 
customers of 
Satan's Pawn 
Shop of the 
Damned, and so the last time 
we dropped by to pick up a 
couple quarts of pig's blood, we 
asked him a few questions: 

T h r e s h e r : So, Satan, how 
have you been? 
Satan: Pretty good. I finally 
got around to renting that Sav-
ing Private Ryan movie, and 
goddamn if it wasn't the funni-
est thing I've seen since the 
Battle of Antietam! 

T h r e s h e r : Rosemary's Baby 
is pretty funny, too, if you 
haven't already seen it. Do you 
mind if we ask you some ques-
tions about Wiess for the 
Thresher? 

The Seven Levels of Hell 

Perpetual Disembowlment 

The Thresher Office 

Internal Itchiness 

The WB 

Mephisto: No, no. Not at all. 
Shoot. 

Thresher: So, why did you 
build Wiess in the first place? 
The Devil: We were in some 

three-way deal 
with NASA and 
Rice, w h e r e 
NASA buil t 
some ugly build-
ings and I built 
Wiess, and in 
r e tu rn NASA 
and I get to share 
the souls of all of 
the archis. 

Thresher: A 
few months ago, 

. you were in-
volved in an inci-

dent at Wiess. Can you tell us 
what happened? 
Beezlebub: Well, the lease 
on Wiess had expired so I sent 
my repo men out to reclaim it, 
but when I got on site, I de-
cided it wasn't worth the ef-
fort, so instead I'm slowly ab-
sorbing Wiess back into the 
horrible fiery depths of the 
put r id black underwor ld 
where it belongs. It's a lot more 
economical. Plus I would have 
had to pay all those build-up 
fees. Who the hell came up 
with that one? 

T h r e s h e r : So where did all 
that dark bilious molten jelly 
come from? 

The Prince of Lies: Good 
question. I think it came from 
the third tortuous and disgust-
ing level of Hell. Or Hanszen. 
I'll have my mephitic hench-
men look into that. 

Thresher: You've been quiet 
recently. Should we expect to 
hear from you soon? 
Evil Incarnate: Of course, 
you probably read in the pa-
pers how we merged with Ha-
des last year. Right now, we're 
c o n s i d e r i n g buying out 
Elysium, but we'll have to wait 
and see how the market does. 
Joyce [Palumbo of Career Ser-
vices] wants me to come in 
and do a presentation for 
hell.com, so I'll be back on 
campus for some recruiting. 
You can also find me working 
my dark magic in the new Fox 
dramedy "Ally." David [E. 
Kelley] comes up with the best 
ideas! A half-hour show of the 
exact same stuff! I can't be-
lieve I didn't think of it first! 
Whoa! What time is it? Damn. 
Sorry, guys, but I have an ap-
pointment with the guy who 
created the Snuggles fabric 
softener bear soon. 

Thresher: Well, thank you 
very much for your time. 
The Black One: My plea-
su re . Oh, and that John 
Malkovich voodoo doll you or-
dered should be in by the end 
of the week. 

Purity scores 
50-yard line at the stadium: 67 
(S, TP, ADB, YM) 
Wiess aca-tramp: 31 (SS, PLM) 
Big-ass table in the Baker 
Institute: 41 (S, JAB, MS) 
Jones 4th South: 88 (W', CBS) 
Jones 3rd South: 96 [99 without 
Lara Croft] (MBS) 
Undergrounds: 74 (DAN, G) Sewall courtyard: 63 (TP, SW, 

ASS) 
Fondren bathrooms: 12 (S, D, 
CBS, YM, JAB) 
Pub couch: 28 (DB, S, D, SS) 
Fondren stacks: 7 (All but G) 
Anywhere in Fondren: 4 (All) 
All of Will Rice: 96 (0) 

T h r e s h e r darkroom: 45 (MT, S, 
SICK, ASS, G, B) 
Steam tunnels: 10 (DB, ADB) 
Soundboard .at KTRU: -3 
(DAN, SUCKS, ASS, S, D) 
Sd music room: 29 (SUCKS, G) 
Baker chandelier: 52 (H, S, MS) 

Reasons for scores: 
Drugs - D; Sex - S; A goat - G; 
Midgets with spears MS; 
Midgets with Britney Spears - MBS; 
Your mom - YM; Tight pants-TP; 
Satanic worship - SW; 
Cuddly baby seals - CBS; 
Pictures of your naked ass - ASS; 
World music - SUCKS; 

Spoken word - DAN; Backpage - B; 
Springiness - SS; Watermelon - W; 
Height - H; Pork lo mein - PLM; 
MarielTam-MT;Dead bodies-DB; 
Almost dead bodies - AJDB; 
Brian Stoler fetish - SICK; 
James A. Baker - JAB: 
NOD's gonna suck - YES 

Miltonian misclass 
"Never fry bacon naked. Think 

'about i t . . . hot grease on your 
genitals?! You don't want that 
shit!" 
— Jones senior 

"A 5? What are you talking 
about? I'm a 10." 
— Tina, from House of Pies; 
with her face down her shirt 

"That's it; I will never touch my 
breasts again.". 
— Wiess junior 

"Silly, honky — beans are for 
Chinamen!" 
— Lovett sophomore 

"Arg! Schnarff! Blargh! Neep! 
Bing! It's naked time!" 
— Will Rice junior and Wiess 
sophomore 

"I could not teach if I took acid 
this morning." 
"One thing you will learn by the 
time you get out of Rice is that 
your professors don't know 
what they are talking about." 
— Dr. Wood, HUMA 101 

The 'there just isn't enough room for this' classi 
FOR LEASE/RENT 

CHARMING, NEWLY renovated"stu-
dio garage apartment in prime West 
University location. The apartment 
comes with a private entrance and 
dt-ck. Cable, gas and electric bills are 
all included. $475.00 per month. Con-
tact (713) 349-9645. 

HELP WANTED 
EDWARDS THEATRES — Now hir-
ing for all positions for friendly, ener-
getic, and enthusiastic people to work 
in a friendly work environment. Please 
apply in person at 3838 Norfolk — 
Greenway Plaza — Construction 
trailer. Ph.: (713) 621-1121. 

r 
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WILLY'S PUB 

TUTORS NEEDED for grades 7-12. 
Math and science — must have own 
transportation and good GPA. After-
noon and evening hours. Call (713) 
572-3533 or fax resume to (713) 621-
5328. 

PROPRIEIY OPTION trading group 
seeks highly motivated individual for 
assistant position. Quantitative and 
computer skills are an important plus. 
This position leads directly to trading. 
Please e-mail resumes to traderseek 
@yahoo. com. 

INTERNET STARTUP seeks inter-
ested students to surf and search busi-
ness web sites. Hourly pay, can be 
done from campus internet connec-
tion plus occasional update meetings-
atouroffices. Call(713)974-8878ore-
mail n.moneypenny@manyworlds.org. 

NANNY NEEDED to provide 
afterschool child care. Monday — Fri-
day Must have car and baby-sitting 
references. Jobs available in your area. 
$8-15/hour. (281) 578-5337/ 

LOOKING FOR babysitter for fun 9-
year .old boy. West University area. 
Weekend evening or afternoon once a 
week (possibility of two afternoons 
during week later in year.) Call Judy or 
Simon at (713) 664-0064 or e-mail 
jlevison99@aol.com. 

CATERING COMPANY located near 
downtown looking for waitstaff expe-
rienced in fine dining. Flexible hours. 
Please call (713) 880-1054. 

TUTORSWANTED—WinnTutoring 
is hiring tutors for all high ^school sub-
jects. Earn $15-$17/hr.Transportation 
is necessary. Please contact David at 
(toll free) (888) 903-3230 or e-mail 
DavidLivy@aol.com 

TUTOR — WANTED TUTOR for.3 to 
4 days weekly for 8th grade student. 3 
blocks from Rice. $10 per hour. Con-
tact Robert Cone (713) 747-1025 or 
brcone@aol.com. 

EXTRA INCOME for '99. Earn $500-
$1000 weekly stuffing envelopes. For 
details — Rush $1.00 with SASE to: 
Group.Five, 6547 N. Academy Blvd., 
PMB-N, Colorado Springs, CO 80918. 
$15+/hour. Sales and marketing ac-
tivities for growing Internet company. 
Full and part-time positions are avail-
able. $15-$20/hour. Fax, resume to 
(512) 330-9593 or e-mail to 
contact@bowline. net. 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL near Rice 
University needs part-time subs and 
teaching assistants; can offer flexible 
hours; Call (713) 520-0738. 

MANAGE A BUSINESS on your cam-
pus. Versity.com an Internet note-tak-
ing company is looking for entrepre-
neurial student to run our business on 
your campus. Manage students, make 
tons of money, excellent opportunity! 
Apply online at www.versity.com, or 
contact Jobs@versity.com or call (734) 
483-1600, ext. 888. 

TUTORS WANTED. Learning2, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part-time 
tutors in the following subjects: math-
ematics, biology, chemistry, physics, 
French, Spanish, and finance. Flex-
ible h^urs. Excellent pay. Office lo-
cated close to campus. No house calls. 
(713) 528-7085. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANTS needed for 
two-month Rice national study of multi-
racial congregations headed by Dr. 
Emerson in Sociology. $6.00/hr+gen-
erous bonus system. E-mail Rachael at 
rach@rice.edu for more information. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FREE BABY BOOM BOX + earn 
$1200! Fund-raiser for student groups 
and organizations. Earn up to $4 per 
MasterCard app. Call for info or visit 
our website. Qualified callers receive 
a FREE Baby Boom Box. Dial (800) 
932-0528, ext . 119 or ext. 125. 
www. ocmconcepts. com. 

PLAZA OB-GYN ChunderTsai, MD. 
Infections of urinary tract or vagina. 
Pelvic pain, painful or irregular peri-
ods. Contraception. Obstetric care. Pap 
smear & other gynecologic problems, 
infertility. Tel: (713) 522-3333. 1200 
Binz, Suite 1100, Houston, TX 77004. 

MAITREYA, JESUS, and sev&WMas-
ters of Wisdom will soon be on the 
world stage. A brilliant new civiliza-
tion based upon international coop-
eration, sharing and love, will be built 
with their help. Free information at 
(800) 684-0958, or http:// 
www.shareintl.org. 

NOTES & NOTICES 

SUMMERBRIDGE HOUSTON, an 
academic enrichment program for 7th 
and 8th graders from Houston-area 
public schools, islooking for students 
to serve as teachers or tutors for its 
Saturday School Program. Interested 
volunteers must be able to commit for 
six Saturdays during the 1999-2000 
year along with 7 training workshops. 
Saturday School meets the first Satur-
day of each month, from. 9 a.m. — 1 
p.m. and starts Nov. 6. Applications 
are due by Oct. 8 and are available 
through the Summerbridge Office. 
Call Ms. Mayo at (713) 512-3486 or e-
mail at rmayo@ehshouston.org. 

•r r 
Steven is swell-ner. 
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