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Two 'Campaniles' arrive 
1998 and '99 books to be distributed Monday 

by Mariel Tam 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

This year's juniors have never 
received a yearbook, but Monday 
they will get their first — and their 
second. 

Two Campaniles, the 1998 and 
1999 books, arrived Aug. 20 and will 
be distributed from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday in the Grand Hall of the 
Rice Memorial Center. 

Students who were enrolled dur-
ing the 1997-'98 academic year are 
eligible for the 1998 book, and those 
enrolled in 1998-'99 can receive the 
1999 book. Students must present a 
Rice ID. 

Students who graduated in 1999 
will not be charged to have the 1998 
book mailed to them. 

The 1999 Campanile is the first to 
arrive on time in at least five years — 
and editors hope it heralds an end to 
the cycle of late books. 

"We could've had the '98 books 
here the first of July," student media 
adviser Jen Cooper said, but added 
that there was no reason to get them 
here before students arrived on cam-
pus. "I decided that we'd just ship 
[the two books] together and save 
on freight." 

YEARBOOK PICKUP 
• Aug. 30 in the RMC Grand 

Hall from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
• Sept. 3 in Ray Courtyard in 

the Student Center from 1 
to 4 p.m. 

• After Aug. 30 inthe Student 
Organizations office on the 
second floor of the Ley 
Student Center from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. weekdays except 
Wednesday. 

Having your book mailed 

To have your book mailed to 
you, send a check for $7.50 
per book to the Campanile at 
Rice University, P.O. Box 
1892, Houston, Texas 77251-
1892. Students who graduated 
in 1999 do not have to pay for 
delivery of the 1998 book. 

Student Association bylaws state 
that the Campanile should be avail-
able for students by Oct. 31, but 
delays have dogged the Campanile 

See CAMPANILE, Page 5 

Asking for direction 
MEG SMITH / THRtSHE W 

New students absorb the advice proffered Wednesday at the Academic Fair in the Grand Hail in the Rice Memorial 
Center. Handouts, word of mouth, parental prodding and just plain Instinct led freshmen through the often confusing 
and overwhelming advising sessions. This fair was only one of many venues for freshmen needing Information or 
guidance. Orientation Week began as usual Sunday and continues through tomorrow, when the upperclassmen 
begin to move back on campus. To the freshmen who will wander Into their first college lecture sometime in the 
next few days, we can Just say: This Is only the beginning. Have fun. 

See our O-Week features, Pages 6 and 7 

Truscott quits, Morgan 
starts in F&H shuffle 

by Jen Frazer 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Food and Housing has undergone major staff changes in 
the last few months with the resignation of Housing Manager 
Bob Truscott and the hiring of Food Manager Matt Morgan. 

Truscott resigned as Housing Manager in June to pursue 
interests in Cortech, a consulting company he began 18 months 
ago. "Looking at my career path, I thought it was time to move 
on," he said. "Since leaving Rice, I've been working on different 
projects related to the company." 

Truscott said that one of the next projects for Housing will 
be the evaluation of the new and old sections of Baker, Han-
szen and Will Rice Colleges, which were last renovated in 1988 
and 1989. 

Overall, he said, "Rice's housing stock is in better shape 
than any other university in our market." 

The current s trengths of the department, he said, are low 
levels of deferred maintenance, low debt service and a stream-
lined staff. Also, the Residential Colleges Information System, 
an online housing and maintenance database, is a product of 
Truscott 's administration. 

Truscott, a Hanszen alumnus and associate, said he will 
miss working at Rice, but that he will not leave entirely. "I hope 
they still let me judge Beer-Bike," he said. 

At the other end of Food and Housing, Food Manager Matt 
Morgan began working Aug. 9. 

Morgan came to Rice from the Victoria School District, and 
before that he worked as general manager of Birra Poretti's, an 
Italian restaurant.He said he hopes his combination of retail 
and institutional experience will benefit Rice, but that ulti-
mately, his decisions will be based on student input. 

"Everybody is willing to give their views — I've found that 
See F&H, Page 5 
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Both Financial Aid and 
Registrar get new leader?, 

by Jen Frazer 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

Former President George Bush and his wife, Barbara 

Former President Bush to 
speak at commencement 

Former President George Bush has agreed to speak at the 
87th commencement on May 13, 2000, according to Rice 
President Malcolm Gillis. 

Bush, a Houston resident, has multiple ties to the Rice 
community. He was an adjunct professor in Administrative 
Science from 1977 to 1981, and his grandson, George H. Bush, 
graduated from Rice in 1998. 

Bush's career has included stints as a distinguished Navy 
fighter pilot in World War II, a successful Texas oilman, a 
congressman fromTexas, a U.N. representative, the chairman 
of the Republican National Committee, the United States' top 
liaison to China, the director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
and the vice president of the United States. 

Bush was elected president in 1988 and served one term. As 
president, Bush was commander in chief of the Armed Forces 
during the Persian Gulf War. 

Both the registrar and financial aid director have retired 
from office, creating staff transitions to parallel the overhaul in 
the database system shared by their offices and the Cashier 's 
Office. Registrar Jim Williamson retired in July and Acting 
Registrar Barry McFarland will command the office until a 
replacement can be found. 

Financial Aid Director G. David Hunt retired last Decem-f 7 
ber, but has remained at Rice as a contractor to oversee 
student awards and the system installation. His replacement, 
Carl Buck, from the University of Wisconsin, Parksiderwill 
begin Oct. 1. 

The university waited to fill Hunt's position until it hired 
Ann Wright as the first vice president for enrollment, a super-
visory position. This allowed Wright some control over the 
hiring process. 

"One of the things that [Buck] and I want to do is make the 
office oriented towards not just Financial Aid, but also towards 
counseling families on how to pay for college," Wright said. 
"Because I don't care how much money you have, this is a big 
investment for the family." 

The staff changes come directly in the midst of a major 
computer system overhaul. The 14-year-old system called 
Prime is being upgraded to a new system called Exeter, which 
will eventually allow registration, financial aid and billing to go 
online. 

The transition has not been seamless, but McFarland said 
the bumps and glitches students may feel are due to the 
transition in the computer system, not the staff. 

"The biggest impact on registration this year is the transi-
tion into Exeter, the new information system," he said. "And 

See ENROLL, Page 5 
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After claiming their first ever College 
World Series victory, the Rice Owls 
baseball team fell to the University of 
Alabama, 6-5. See Story, Page 12. 
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LIFESTYLES Page 18 
Online options vs. the campus store 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Partly cloudy, 75-98 degrees. 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy, 73-95 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 72-95 degrees 

Owlnet quotas increase by 20 MB 
by Brian Stoler 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Students who worry about exceeding their 
Owlnet disk quotas with class files and e-mail 
can stop frantically deleting files and breathe 
easier. Quotas will be increased across the 
board this week by 20 megabytes, New Media 
and Student Computing Director William 
Deigaard said. New students will start out 
with quotas of 20 MB. 

Student Computing has shifted spending 
from computer labs to improving the comput-
ing and network infrastructure, allowing for 
the increase. 

"In years past, we've been concentrating 
on raising the quality of individual worksta-
tion seats [increasing the number and improv-

ing the performance]," Deigaard said via e-
mail . :This year, we have chosen to focus on 
the core of Owlnet and [network] perfor-
mance." 

Deigaard said that Owlnet's user storage 
space was increased by a factor of 4 to support 
the quota increase. He also said that network 
performance in the residential colleges should 
be enhanced due to the installation of new 
Ethernet switches. 

There will be more upgrades of the net-
work infrastructure in the next few months. 
Deigaard said, including an expansion in the 
capacity of the core network hardware. Two to 
four new computer servers may also be added. 
These servers are the UNIX machines that 
students log in to using telnet. The servers 
"jungle" and "forest" were added last spring. 
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Rethinking 'Scruples' 
It's time "Scruples" was reconsidered, living on as it does in the 

minds of many upperclassmen as a sort of didactic tale swathed 
in the folds of a cheesy script. Yet "Scruples" also serves an 
important purpose — to raise awareness about sexual assault — 
which was not fully covered this Orientation Week because of the 
play's cancellation. 

"Scruples" folded this year because there was not enough time 
in the O-Week schedule. In its stead was the Wellness Panel, a 
program that covered various health issues. The new panel 
covers important topics and has received positive feedback — 
something that was rare for "Scruples" because it dealt with less 
everyday issues. 

Many upperclassmen who watched "Scruples" as new stu-
dents probably came away with little from the program — saying 
it made no impact on their lives. But that's because sexual assault 
is not, for most people, a common occurrence. Instead, "Scruples" 
was meant to heighten awareness and especially reach out to the 
few who have come in firsthand contact with sexual assault 
victims and as perpetrators. 

And lest you think all of Rice is a safe, secure place where 
everyone is enlightened about sexual assault, you need look no 
further than these opinion pages to realize that it is not. A letter 
to the editor about Night of Decadence from a student last March, 
for instance, included this sentiment: "When young women 
outside of school put themselves at risk for date rape, they do it 
not with a boy who has a 130 IQ, but with a big, scary and very 
hateful date-rape expert.... So let us mean.^incivil Rice kids get 
our kinks out here. In the hedges." <> 

It's that type of minclset that "Scruples" aims to change. 0-
Week, if it is meant to fully prepare new students, should include 
a program with those goals in mind. Keep this sexual assault 
program separate from the Wellness Panel, which seems to have 
succeeded in its goals centering on health issues. Bring back 
discussion of sexual assault to 0-Week, whether in the form of 
"Scruples" or a revamped program. 

Improving Owlnet 
You're now less likely to have to purge your Owlnet files 

frantically trying to find space to compile your computer pro-
grams as the clock ticks toward deadline. No more winnowing 
through e-mail to delete just so you can read your e-mail from 
your little sister. No more worries about files for your Web page 
taking up too much space on your account. 

All students' quotas for disk space on Owlnet have been raised 
— some almost sextupled, from 4 megabytes to 24 megabytes. 
Raising quotas — specifically, adding 20 MB to each student's 
limit — has been a long time coming. Yes, if you really needed to, 
you could request more disk space, but it was a hassle. When you 
needed that extra 5 MB to run that program so you could finish 
your CAAM homework that night, it didn't matter that you would 
have more disk space a couple days later, after your request was 
answered — hopefully. You needed the space at that moment. 

Furthermore, obtaining that increase wasn't always easily 
-done. A request had to have a reason attached to it, but some-
times requests were denied because adding to a Web page or 
being lazy about your e-mail account weren't acceptable reasons. 
Thus, most students never tried to increase their quotas, many 
instead choosing to clear out files. 

But fortunately, that hassle has been eliminated for almost 
everybody. Now accounts have plenty of space for personal files 
such as games or pictures of friends as well as space for more 
official Rice needs such as computer source code. 

Because the increase was universal, the Owlnet administra-
tors seem to be realizing that Owlnet accounts are not merely 
used for school business, but for leisure activities as well. With 
larger accounts, hopefully students will develop more reasons to 
use their Owlnet accounts. 

Perhaps students will begin to back up important PC or Mac 
files to Owlnet, which is much more reliable than their own hard 
drives. Or maybe they will become even less dependent on floppy 
disks, instead temporarily uploading projects and reports to 
Owlnet, then downloading them later for work on another com-
puter. 

We want to thank Information Technology for its attention to 
the quota size problem. H$t>efully, this is a sign of continued 
vigilance in monitoring student computing needs. 

J 

c a n c f c u u e D ! W H S T o o 

Y b c M e - a n c 3 ^ c e u e D ? 

xv<\ a o&ear sctok i 
* V e p o n e s c - R o f t e s 

e v e R Y 

c a n ' T cqocg l r r \ « ITJS 
o n p a i R ' . r r s u n j u s r v . 

w a r r ' . 1 . x s T j l i 

m y L i n e s 1 , x A \ o s t s a V 

u n e s 1 . 1 . m e ' . 

? L & a s e . l . ' S o m e o n e 

Q R o P e m e s o x c a n 

aRTicuLS-re une&f 

a n o T H e R meuooRarns e>iTes T H e dust 

Scfy/fa> 

as Guest column 

Useless whining: another Rice tradition 
I t ' s n o t too hard to figure out 
what Rice's future needs to know. 
(And I'm sure by now, you freshmen 
know you are "Rice's future," if not 
"our most valuable natural 
resource." Man, that would 
be awful. Have you ever 
seen what they do to valu-
able natural resources?) 

So here goes: I think 
that among the most im-
portant things to know 
about a university are its 
history and traditions. As 
the week goes on, you no 
doubt will hear much of 
Rice's glorified habits, a 
veritable glut of alcohol and 
nakedness. It sounds like 
a pretty good time. 

Lies. Damn lies. That stuff might 
be enjoyable for a few weeks, but 
there's tradition here that goes far 
beyond any of that. I speak not of 
academic glory, nor of any "Big 
Three." (So far, I've heard of three 
"Big Threes" while at Rice. |sn't it 
ironic, don't you think?) 

James 
Dallal 

The object of all of this 
Whining is and shall 

always be "The 
Administration." 

No, the grand Rice tradition of 
which I speak is our noble devotion 
to the Art of Whining. Our Whine 
flows forth like many waters, drown-
ing all in the ecstacy of Self-Righ-
teousness. And the best part is you 
can play too. 

During my first tour in Houston, 
I heard students complain about 
anything and everything that could 
ever possibly be considered a func-
tion of the university. Bitch bitch 
bitch bitch bitch. It's all we evef.do. 
Really. We whine about everything. 
Seriously, everything. 

Over my first year, I heard stu-
dents complain about food service, 
Beer Bike, tuition hikes, the alcohol 
policy, curriculum reform, the Stu-
dent Association, distribution re-
quirements, the college system, 
Night of Decadence, the sexual 
harrassment policy, room arrange-
ments and even campus architec-
ture. 

So how do you, the incoming 
freshman, get started, you ask? Well, 
fortunately for you, I have prepared 
the following section, entitled "How 
you, the incoming freshman, gets 
started." j, 

I must be certain to clarify that 
none of this Whining should be mis-
construed as student input, the type 

of informed opinion that might actu-
ally fester into protest some day. 
No, this Whining should be carried 
out in secret whenever possible. 

And if it should, by 
some mistake of rational-
ity, ever become public, 
just make sure the Whin-
ing takes place long after 
relevant decisions have 
been made and fresh at-
tention to the subject in 
question is so much 
wasted breath. 

But that's really not 
Rice complaining in its 
most sophisticated form. 
At the top of our game, 
our Whining never has 

any real identifiable "subject" at all. 
Rice Whining in its purest form 
should be mindless vituperation 
expressing mistrust over nothing in 
particular. 

And now we arrive at the crux of 
the matter. If you, the freshman stu-
dent, are to engage successfully in 
Whining, it is this aspect you must 
master: The object of all of this 
Whining is and shall always be "The 
Administration." 

This "Administration," however, 
should in no way be associated with. 
President Malcolm Gillis, Vice Presi-
dent for Student Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho and the Guys. 

This "Administration" is a com-
plex intellectual concept; like other 
such phenomenon, it has no actual 
structure or mass but is a loosely 
defined system of relationships with 
roughly the consistency of mint 
Jell-O. 

Actually, the mint Jell-0 mode of 
thinking is my own. You might de-
velop other, more successful modes 
of thinking to help you cope with the 
complexity and undefinability ofThe 
Administration. You ddn't have to 
liken The Adminstration to mint Jell-
0 ; that's just something I like to do. 

No, the grand Rice 
tradition of which I 
speak is our noble 

devotion to the Art of 
Whining. 

In other times and places, The 
Administration has been called "the 
system," "the Beast," "the govern-
ment" and "The Man." 

The most important things to 
remember are that The Administra-
tion is out to get you, it has no soul, 
it might have the consistency of mint 
Jell-0, and if you're really going to 

get at it and take it on face to face, it's 
best not to pursue it through some 
extraneous "issue" like the fairness 
of distribution requirements for 
music majors. 

If you master all of these con-
cepts, you no doubt will be Whining 
beyond your wildest expectations in 
no time. If you're having any trouble, 
just listen to your upperclassmen 
for a while, and you soon will be up" 
to speed. 

Just now, I went back to the Rice 
Web site to see what's happening a t ' 
my futurecalma mater in the days 
before my return. The page's top-
most link proclaims that something 
called Kiplinger's has declared Rice 
the best value among the nation's 
schools. 

The best value in the nation, at a 
school where we all get to pursue 
the fine art of self-righteous Whin-
ing. Now that is a good deal. 

James Dallal is a Lovett College 
sophomore. 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by e-mail. Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 
Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withhold names upon 
request. 
• Letters should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher at (713) 527-4801. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscriptions are 
available for $40 domestic and 
$90 international via first-class 
mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 
information. 
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Try this column 

Matriculation changes hurt O-Week 
This Orientation Week marks 
the second year that advisers have 
been barred from matriculation. 

Having never been an O-Week 
adviser, I'm not sure how 
it is explained to freshmen 
that fellow students are not 
allowed at this event. 

I'm assuming — and I 
know that it is wrong to 
assume, so if I am incor-
rect, I'm sorry — that the 
i s s u e is j u s t n e v e r 
b rough t up, that it is 
treated as normal that 
only freshmen should go 
to matriculation. 

It wasn't too long ago that advis-
ers shared in the matriculation ex-
perience. And it was only two years 
ago, during O-Week my freshman 
year, that advisers got themselves 
booted. 

It was quite an amazing sight. On 
that day, outside Lovett Hall, droves 
of upperclassmen bared themselves 
before students and administrators 
alike. 

These were not mere flashers, 
mind you. This was not a quick peek 
that you could miss if you were look-
ing the wrong way. This was a seem-
ingly endless barrage of nudity and 
oddity. 

Men clad only in shaving cream 
ran through the aisles. Others with 
letters printed on their buttocks lined 
up to spell words. Two students even 
began a slow striptease on stage, 
only to sheepishly slink away after 

Gordon 
Wittick 

being admonished by President 
Gillis. 

Toward the end, it seemed as if 
every adviser from every college 

wanted to get his or her 
ass in the limelight. The 
sheer volume of obscen-
ity grew tiresome. Why 
should we want to see one 
guy bare his ass when 
we'd already seen five 
guys in hula skirts using 
their asses to spell words? 

Much more offensive 
than the nudity were the 
jacks' poor quality and 
preparedness—skits and 

in-jokes that seemed to have come 
out of some summer camp (except 
for the bare asses) quickly stopped 
being amusing and started being 
annoying. 

However, it was the most mean-
ingful O-Week experience I had. 

At no other time during O-Week 
was it demonstrated more vividly 
that in college, respect is a choice, 
not a rule. Here, there are no par-
ents or principals preventing you 
from doing something outrageously 
original or incredibly immature. It's 
the same feeling one gets when 
watching Animal House for the first 
time, the frightening and exhilarat-
ing feeling of mastering one's own 
destiny. 

Now, I'm not defending these 
actions. Jacking matriculation has 
been done much mo.re creatively 
and tastefully in the past (for ex-

ample, the famous Lady Godiva jack 
from 1995 matriculation). But at the 
same time, the administration had 
preapproved every jack that was 
pulled at matriculation in 1997. 

College is a place of nigh limit-
less boundaries, and as students ap-
proach those boundaries in differ-
ent ways, they are moved accord-
ingly. 

Here, there are no 

parents or principals 

preventing you from 

doing something 

outrageously original 

or incredibly immature 

When five Jones advisers spelled 
"FREAKSHOW!" on 10 naked but-
tocks, they were acting within 
boundaries approved by the univer-
sity. When Rice bars advisers from 
matriculation, rather than allowing 
advisers and outlawing jacks, it 
shows a complete lack of faith in the 
student body to act within bounds. 

And faith in the student body is 
what matriculation is all about. 

Gordon Wittick is acting opinion edi-
tor and a Hanszen College junior. He 
can be contacted at gordon@rice.edu. 

Face down in a dried-up puddle of newsprint 

Colorblindness does not bring social equality 

vJo'sfeph 
Blocher 

The notion of colorblindness in 
race relations seems to be picking 
up considerable popularity in Ameri-
can social dialogue. 

The word's origins are 
noble. America was and 
still is a country where-' 
people often are judged 
by the color of their skin, 
kept from fully participat-
ing in American society 
simply because of their 
genetic heritage. 

The idea of colorblind 
relations is an attempted 
remedy to this. See people 
as more than a skin color, 
and racism cannot sur-
vive. 

Recently, I've heard the idea of 
colorblindness used by critics of af-
firmative action and other programs 
that acknowledge a person's race as 
a factor in college admissions and 
other such things. Such critics say 
individuals should not be treated 
differently because of their race. 

In a way, the idea of colorblind-
ness is appealing. Slogans such as 
"Love sees no color" appeal to our 
fundamental notions about justice. 
Surely, all people should be treated 
the same. 

But t h e r e is a d a n g e r in 
uncritically accepting the idea of 
colorblindness. 

Racial and social differences ex-
ist. And that is not a bad thing. What 
is bad, and what those who intro-
duced the idea of colorblindness 
were originally seeking to address, 
is racism. 

Though we don't always realize 
it, there is a fine line between dis-
criminatory racism and cultural/eth-
nic diversity. Both require us to rec-
ognize people's differences, but the 
latter, for which we should always 
be striving, seeks to celebrate those 
differences. 

Racism, on the other hand, is a 
tool used to exclude people from 
their normal and rightful place in 
society. It is not by any means a 
necessary partner of acknowledged 
diversity. It is a threat, one against 
which we must always be on guard. 

There is a substantial amount of 
opposition to this notion of diver-
sity. 

Our country's continuing experi-
ence with racism shows us what can 
happen when Group A finds a way to 
separate itself from Group B. Our 

national suffering under 
racism has scared u s to the 
point that we are unwilling 
to recognize differences 
where they exist. After all, 
if people were all the same, 
there wouldn't be any such 
thing as racial or ethnic 
strife. 

But there also wouldn't 
be diversity and individu-
ality. Insisting that every-
one is really the same is 
worse than a cop out in the 

fight against discrimination. Deny-
ing diversity is not simply unhelpful 
in attacking racism, it is actually a 
blow against victims of discrimina-
tion. 

Refusing to acknowledge diversity 
where it exists is disastrous for "those 
groups that have fought so long for 
acceptance. It certainly does not ben-
efit minority groups (or anyone else) 
to be treated "just like everyone else" 
in every respect 

People don't fight discrimination 
so that everyone will be the same. 
They fight it so that everyone will 
have the same opportunities and 
doors open to them. And this does 
not necessitate homogeneity, nor 
does it necessitate colorblindness. 

How boring the world would be if 
there truly were no differences. 
Should that be our goal? Of course 
not. Rather, we should continue to 
fight for a world in which people are 
not limited or obligated by their 
ethnicity or culture, but are free to 
express their individuality and cel-
ebrate their differences, not be 
bound by them. 

This is not a new idea. Most of us 
are familiar with the melting pot vs. 
mosaic metaphors for American 
immigration and diversity. 

The melting pot suggests an 
American society that is changed by 
the cultures it absorbs, but is homo-
geneous throughout. 

The mosaic metaphor' is more 
encouraging. It describes a country 
in which individuals form a cohe-
sive whole while retaining their own 
identities. 

Pasty white musings 

Reconsidering cheers 

To be sure, the oft-repeated "We 
are all members of the human race" 
is as true as it ever was. No bonds to 
religious, racial or other groups are 
stronger than those we share by 
virtue of our humanity. But we must 
find a balance by which we can ac-
knowledge and accept differences 
and not use them as tools of harmful 
division. 

Diversity means recognizing and 
celebrating differences, not ignor-
ing them. A person's race is a big 
part of who he is, and should not be 
sacrificed in the interests of getting 
along. 

Let us not fall into the trap of 
trying to eliminate diversity in our 
quest for better race relations. Har-
mony is important, but so is indi- " 
viduality. Sacrificing the latter for 
the former hurts us all. 

Joseph Blocher is opinion editor and 
a a Hanszen College junior. He can 
be contacted at jblocher@rice.edu. 

I remember my first college 
cheer battle. It was early in my 
second evening at Rice. The 
whole Orientation Week crowd 
was being herded from 
the colleges over to 
Founders'Court, across 
from the Sallyport, for 
matriculation. 

I, along with the 
rest of the Hanszen 
College procession, 
passed by Baker Col-
lege just as the Baker 
people were beginning 
to march away. Next 
thing I knew, my ad-
visers and coordina-
tors were leading me and my fel-
low new students in the repeti-
tion of the little rhymes we had 
just crammed into our head. 

"Baker, Brown, Lovett, Wiess, 
Jones, Sid Rich and Will Rice, 
shall we count the ways you suck? 
Hanszen doesn't give a fuck!" we 
yelled. 

"Baker, Baker, we're your 
maker, Baker, Baker, suck our 
shaker!" our rivals responded. 

I had always thought that 
these kinds of vocal displays of 
so-called "spirit" as a part of a 
useless rivalry were pretty silly. 
But I decided to give it a shot, to 
see what it was like; so for a 
while, as I stifled my embarrass-
ment detector, I cheered along. 

And it was exhilarating — we 
were in a huge group, walking 
around outdoors screaming pro-
fanities at the top of our lungs! 

Pretty soon the novelty wore 
off, and my interest in mindless 
chanting dissipated. I didn't think 
there was anything wrong with 
cheering — I just didn't care to 
scream. 

During my first two years 
here, since my O-Week, 1 have 
gotten into -a number of discus-
sions about the appropriateness 
of college cheers. And for a long 
time, I have made the argument 
that cheers may be silly, but they 
are cer tainly not ha rmfu l . 
"They're only words, after all," 
I'd say, "and it's not like they're 
directed at individuals, just amor-
phous colleges." 

But these discussions have al-
ways been fairly academic in na-
ture. It'd been a while since I'd 
actually seen cheer wars in all 
their glory. (Last year, I wasn't 
involved in O-Week and I didn't 
go to Beer-Bike.) 

Monday, this issue became 
more real as I found myself in the 
middle of a cheer offensive. Be-
causeof my workforthe Thresher, 

Brian 
Stoler 

I have been on campus during 0-
Week. Monday afternoon, I was 
standing around outside Han-
szen, waiting to walk over with 

everyone to the faculty 
address in Alice Pratt 
Brown Hall. As Han-
szen began to walk, 
Will Rice began walk-
ing parallel. Predict-
ably, the cheers began 
the moment the col-
leges spot ted each 
other. 

In unison, a chorus 
of Hanszenites yelled, 
"Will Rice ... sucks ... 
my dick!" 

My first reaction was shock: 
"They really still do this stuff?" In 
a flash, my opinion on cheers 
turned 180 degrees. At that mo-
ment, I clearly saw and felt what 
many people with whom I have 
discussed cheers in the past have 
said. I realized that most of these 
cheers are sexist, and they are 
derogatory. Many cheers bring 
sexuality and gender together in 
a disgusting expression of the 
superiority of the dominant, ag-
g re s s ive male f igure (the 
cheerer) over the subservient 
female or gay cheer target. 

I do not mean to say that there 
is necessarily anything wrong 
with college cheers in general. 
Cheers that simply celebrate pro-
fanity and assert college superi-
ority ("Team Fucking Wiess" and 
"Jones Is Bad Ass" come to mind) 
are innocent enough. 

But so many cheers fall into 
the same paradigm as the anti-
Will Rice cheer, like "Sid Rich is 
my bitch" and the aforemen-
tioned Baker cheer. The fact that 
the effects of these cheers are so 
subtle makes them all the more 
insidious. We are quietly teach-
ing freshmen (and ourselves) to 
conflate sex and power, in the 
same way that a rapist uses sex 
as an expression of power. And 
to justify this activity, we use the 
time-honored defense used by 
proponents of slavery and gen-
der inequality: tradition. 

I certainly don't think that 
cheers should be outlawed or that 
any other heavy-handed action 
should be taken by the univer-
sity. I'd like to believe that this is 
a situation that can be rectified 
by students, an opportunity for 
students to demonstrate that they 
are capable of responsibly recon-
sidering their traditions. 

Brian Stoler is senior editor and a 
Hanszen College junior. 
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Panel discussion replaces 'Scruples' 
by Kay Chang 

THRESHER STAFF 

The producers of "Scruples," 
the sexual assault awareness play, 
decided in early August to cancel 
this year's production after it was 
removed from the Orientation 
Week schedule. 

In its place, the Health Educa-
tion Office presented a panel dis-
cussion on student health. 

^ "Putting on the play is hard 
w&rk," Sid Richardson College 
senior Ellen Lansden, a past 
"Scruples" participant and student 
director of the Wellness Panel said. 
"If it was not required, very few 
people would go." 

T h e people least likely to be 
there were the people who most 
likely needed to see it," Baker Col-
lege senior Paul Tevis, last year's 
assistant director and would-be di-
rector of this year's production, 
said. 

In April, the Health Educa-
tion Office decided to move the 
play out of O-Week in order to 
broaden health topics covered in 
an already packed orientation 
schedule. 

"I feel that this change in pro-
gramming from 'Scruples' to a fa-
cilitated panel discussion would 

allow multiple topics to be cov-
ered, inform freshmen of the cam-
pus resources available to them 
and provide a transition for an open 
dialogue at the adviser level," 
Health Education Director K m 
Lopez said. 

"'Scruples' doesn't supersede 
the need for other issues to be 
addressed," Mona Hicks said. 
Hicks, who is the assistant direc-
tor of the Women's Resource Cen-
ter, said that although the panel 
covered some of the same sub-
jects raised in the play, "one does 
not necessarily replace the other." 
She is evaluating the efficacy of 
the program change. 

"I'm especially surprised given 
the concern the administration has 
shown about NOD that sexual as-
sault would be only minimally ad-
dressed," Tevis said. "Sexual as-
sault really isn't a health issue. I 
don't think that a health forum is 
the best way to address that." 

The panel covered alcohol and 
drug use, body image, depression 
and stress, and sexual health. 

The program, which present-
ers began developing in June, also 
included a series of skits and 
games. 

The panel also emphasized 
campus organizations where stu-

dents can seek help, such as Health 
Services, the Counseling Center 
and the College Assistance Peer 
Program. 

"We wanted to inform the fresh-
men and highlight available re-
sources both on and oft campus in 
a way that was entertaining and 
creative," Lansden said. 

"I don't feel that they were tell-
ing me anything that I didn't al-
ready know, but I do think it's 
important to bring up these is-
sues," Sid freshman Matt Williams 
said. 

"It's good that they're trying to 
cover more subjects, but I think 
many freshmen felt that they were 
being talked down to," Lovett Col-
lege junior Blake Barker said. 
'"Scruples' was a more engaging 
way of getting across a very im-
portant, serious issue." 

Lansden agreed that the play 
was a useful vehicle to discuss 
sexual assault and said she is con-
cerned that the absence of 
"Scruples" during O-Week may 
decrease student awareness of the 
problem. 

Not everyone regrets the play's 
demise. "'Scruples' did nothing for 
me," Wiess College senior Ryan 
Kangas said. "I couldn't take it 
seriously." 

AurOfl Furniture 

mm 

For LESS 
than the price 
of these... 
you could 
furnish your 
ENTIRE 
IMMTTFJL, W JL. JLJLXJLJ 

apartment 

f u r n i t u r e groups f r o m 

S1 5 ) ® 
$ J) S1 5 ) ® S1 

FIRST 
MONTH'S 

RENT 
WITH MINIMUM THREE-MONTH LEASE CONTRACT 

MAY NOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER COUPON. 
MUST HAVE VALID STUDENT I.D. NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

Next Day Delivery Available! 
www.aaronrents furn i ture .com 

3226 Hillcroft St. 
713-783-7670 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

South college parking 
extended temporarily 

Due to a delay in the ground-
breaking for the new Wiess College, 
parking in the Baker /Hanszen/ 
Wiess Lot, future site of the build-
(Hyg, will remain available until late 
CJEfSVer or early November. 

The six south colleges will issue 
temporary hang tags for the esti-
mated 150 spots and will consolidate 
and evenly divide the remaining 168 
parking spots in the Lovett, Sid Rich-
ardson and Will Rice College lots, 
Wiess College president Robert 
Lundin said. 

This decision was made by presi-
dents of the sue south colleges in a 
meeting Tuesday with Associate 
Vice President for Finance and Ad-
ministration Neill Binford. 

Once construction begins and the 
Baker/Hanszen/Wiess Lot closes 
for good, the six colleges will be left 
with only 28 spaces each. 

This number includes the spaces 
reserved for kitchen and housekeep-
ing staff, the college coordinator, 
resident associates and college gov-
ernment. Each college will allot the 
permits as it sees fit. 

Revised plans for the new Wiess 
College will go up for review by the 
Board of Trustees at its next meet-
ing Sept. 15-16. Board approval is 
required before construction can 
proceed. 

Rice ranked by two 
national magazines 

Rice is the best value among pri-
vate colleges in the nation, accord-
ing to the. September issue of 
Kiplinger's Personal Finance Maga-
zine. "The Owls can boast a high-
caliber student body, top-notch fac-
ulty, small classes and sky-high 
graduation rates. Ivy League schools 
can claim the same attractions, of 
course, but., .a year at Rice cost about 
a third less," says the article. 

The top 100 schools were chosen 
based on academic and financial cri-
teria, including the likelihood of re-
ceiving financial aid based on merit 
or need. 

The field of 400 private universi-
ties was narrowed using a formula 
which gave a 26 percent weight to 
selectivity, 24 percent to student 
outcomes (retention and job place-
ment rate), and 38 percent to quality 
of instruction, financial resources, 
and facilities and computing re-
sources. The rest of the calculation 

was based on financial aid data. 
This month's rankings are the 

first the magazine has done on pri-
vate institutions of higher learning. 

Also released to newsstands this 
month, the annual issue of U.S. News 
& World Report guide, "America's 
Best Colleges," ranks Rice the 14th 
in the nation, up from 18th last year. 
The standings are based on a combi-
nation of academic reputation, gradu-
ation and retention rates, faculty re-
sources and student selectivity. 

This year, U.S. News and World 
Report placed more emphasis on SAT 
scores, faculty-to-student ratios and 
spending per student. 

"Institutions don't change from 
year to year — that's ridiculous.," 
said Ann Wright, vice president for 
enrollment. "What they've changed 
is that they keep tweaking the meth-
odology." 

Wright served on the U.S. News 
and World Report advisory board for 
eight years. 

Obituaries 
Two trustees, a former registrar 

and an Autry Court employee, died 
over the summer. 

Trus tee Constantine "Dino" 
Nicandros, 64, died Monday after a 
battle with cancer. Nicandros was 
born in Port Said, Egypt, and came 
to the United States in 1955. He was 
the head of Conoco from 1987 to 
1995 and served as its chairman un-
til 1996. Nicandros had served on 
the Board of Trustees since 1995. 

AlumniTrustee Gloria Shatto, 65, 
who graduated from Rice in 1954 
and received her doctorate in eco-
nomics in 1966, died June 13 in Rome, 
Ga., after a long illness. Shatto had 
held professorships at the Univer-
sity of Houston, Georgia Institute of 
Technology and Trinity University 
in San Antonio before becoming 
president of Berry College in Mount 
Berry, Ga. She was named Distin-
guished Alumna in 1987 and had 
served on the board since 1997. 

Former Registrar James "Bud" 
Morehead Jr., 85, died July 4 from 
heart failure. Morehead began at 
Rice in 1940 as an architecture pro-
fessor, eventually becoming dean. 
In 1965, he became registrar, a posi-
tion he held until his retirement in 
1979. Morehead is also known for 
his book, A Walking Tour of Rice 
University. 

Leonard Dibbles, Autry Court's 
equipment room supervisor, died 
July 24 after a short battle with can-
cer. The gymnasium was closed June 
30 in his honor. 

THE 
Symphonic CĴancf 

cordially invites you to attend... 

our first rehearsal... 

Thursday, September 2, 1999 
4:00 to 5:30 PM - Rice Bandhall 

(Marion Hicks Kitchen basement) 

3 plays the finest in concert wind 

literature, with concerts twice each semester. 
Membership is open to all wind players and 
percussionists in the Rice community. Place-
ment will be determined by auditions held'early 
in the-semester. Fall rehearsals are Thursdays, 
4:00 to 5:30 p.m., and expand in the spring 
semester to Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:00 to 
5:30 p.m. For more information, contact the 
Director of Bands, Dr. Robert Cesario, at: 

E-mail: themob@rice.edu 
Call: 1 -800-WHY-RICE (949-7423) 

or in Houston (713) 527-6018 
Web Site: http://wwvv.ruf.rice.edu/~themob 
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Taylor begins as Campus Police chief 
by Leslie Liu 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Newly hired Director of Public 
Safety and Chief of Police William 
Taylor is finishing his first official 
week following the retirement of 
Mary Voswinkle, who spent a total 
of 21 years at Rice and 14 years as 
chief. 

Taylor comes to Rice from Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, where 
he served as the director of public 
safety and chief of police for the past 
six years. He has a total of 27 years 
of law enforcement experience. 

"The major difference [between 
the campuses] is the residential sys-
tem," Taylor said. "The structures 
are different, because Washington 
University has fraternities and so-
rorities, so there's a slightly differ-
ent flavor." 

Taylor said he has walked around 
Rice a great deal this week to get a 

Chief of Police William Taylor 

sense of the campus. Because of the 
similarities to Washington's campus, 
Taylor said it was easy to acclimate 
himself to the new surroundings and 
familiarize himself with the people. 

Taylor said the College Officer 
Program, started by Voswinkle, is 
an innovative approach that he in-
tends to enhance. The program is 

described by the Campus Police as a 
proactive approach to law enforce-
ment, where anticipating future prob-
lems by keeping a good rapport with 
the community is the key. Trained 
officers are assigned to various col-
lege areas so that working closely 
with the residents and becoming 
familiar with the college's common 
and surrounding areas is empha-
sized. 

Taylor said it was too early to specu-
late on long-term plans, but he is look-
ing forward to a long-term stay. 

"I like to have a system where I'm 
very accessible directly, where 
people can call me and have ready 
access. I do a lot of walking around 
to interact and get general informa-
tion in a very informal way," Taylor 
said. 

Voswinkle will stay on as a con-
sultant until late October, acting as a 
resource for Taylor during his tran-
sition. 

Editors hope to break cycle of late books 
CAMPANILE, from Page 1 
in recent years. The 1995 yearbook, for example, was 
delivered in October 1996. 

But now that the Campanile is back on track, 1999 
Editor Louren Reed said this year's staff has a great 
start. 

She said that because editors aren't busy trying to 
catch up on last year's book, the office and equip-

ment are free for concentration on the 2000 year-
book. 

Lovett College sophomores Jamie Bartling and 
Rosemary Casler are editing the 2000 book. 

"It definitely will be on time, there's no doubt 
about that," Bartling said. "Campanile had such a 
bad name, and we're just excited about bringing it 
back up, having it on time." 

Morgan sets student input as food criteria 
F&H, from Page 1 
out—and I think that's great," Mor-
gan said. "My perceptions and my 
ideas may not be that important com-
pared to what the students want. 
The cost is not the No. 1 concern, 
the quality is." 

Morgan also said that sugges-
tions, concerns and complaints can 
be sent to mgmorgan@rice.edu. 

The management changes are af-
tershocks of the 1998 retirement of 
an F&H mainstay, former Director 

Marion Hicks. Mark Ditmai^ then 
food manager, was hired to replace 
Hicks, and Morgan is just now re-
placing Ditman. The search for 
Truscott's replacement is also ex-
pected to take months. 

Ditman said Truscott's duties 
would be temporarily handled by 
Facilities Supervisors Ken Thomp-
son and Loretta Pisegna. 

Ditman said he is still adjusting 
to new responsibilities. "As the food 
director, I never went into the resi-

dential spaces — it wasn't appropri-
ate, so I spent the summer going out 
and getting myself familiarized with 
the resident spaces," he said. 

As for Morgan, Ditman said he is 
excited about his future involvement 
with F&H, especially on the pro-
posed serveries. "Matt has remod-
eled a number of facilities out in 
Victoria... so I think Matt's going to 
get fully engaged in [the Martel 
servery] because it's at a more in-
fant stage." 

New Exeter data system still has bugs 
ENROLL, from Page 1 
this, I think, undoubtedly has far 
more of an impact than any person-
ality involvement—with me or with-
out me." 

His office, McFarland said, has 
had a generally smooth time of it, 
but that the other offices were not 
quite as lucky. 

"There are a lot of bugs, but you 
get that with any new system," Hunt 
said, and delays in processing some 
records have caused billing prob-
lems. 

"We apologize for that. Students 
have been marvelous at understand-

ing ... the computer problems," Hunt 
said. "We can't produce a promis-
sory note right now — there's no 
way we can do that. And some stu-
dents need their [financial aid], in 
order to buy books, for example. 
And the cashier, I understand, is 
now advancing funds against their 
note for them to start^hool with." 
. But both Hunt ana McFarland 

expressed that, as with any upgrade, 
the long-term benefits will outweigh 
any brief inconvenience. 

Wright said her office has begun 
the search for the new registrar. 
Once the job is filled, Wright said 

she plans to create two new dean 
positions between her and the en-
rollment offices. 

The job of these deans, she said, 
will be'to focus more on strategic, 
planning than on day-to-day opera-
tions. 

McFarland will become the dean 
of enrollment administration, and 
Julie Browning, who is the director 
of admissions, will become the dean 
for undergraduate enrollment. 

McFarland described Wright's 
role and his future role as "making 
the business end of enrollment as 
seamless as we can." 

Work for the Thresher. 
No experience required. 

Just a desire to learn and work. For more 
information, send an e-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 

BAKER INSTITUTE 

STUDENT INTERNSHIP 
The Baker Institute annonces the availability of new 
student internships for the fall semster. Thes internships 
involve working with Rice faculty and Baker Institute 
fellows on ongoing public policy research. Economics or 
political science background is a plus. Workload may 
involve up to 10 hours a week. Each internship carries a 
cash award of $500. It is not a paying position. 

Interested Rice students should supply the following to the 
Baker Institute as soon as possible:" 

1) A letter of application, including areas of 
interest i^publ ic policy 
2) A resume 

3) A transcript and faculty recommendation 

Information should be addressed to: 
Baker Institute Internship Committee 
Baker Institute, MS-40 

Application consideration will begin on Sept. 1, 1999. 
Decisions will be made as soon as possible. 

For more information contact Dr. Richard Stoll, ext. 4683 
or stoll@rice.edu. 

PREREQUISITE: 
ADRENALINE 

D r i v e . I n t ens i t y . 
T h o s e a r e n ' t w o r d s 
you ' r e l ikely to s e e in 
m a n y c o u r s e r e q u i r e -
m e n t s . T h e n a g a i n 
Army ROTC is unl ike 
any o ther e lec t ive . It's 
h a n d s - o n exc i t emen t . 
ROTC will c h a l l e n g e 
y o u m e n t a l l y a n d 
p h y s i c a l l y t h r o u g h 

c h a r a c t e r , c o n f i d e n c e 
a n d d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 
sk i l l s . A g a i n , w o r d s 
o the r c o u r s e s s e l d o m 
use . But t hey ' r e the 
c r e d i t s y o u n e e d to 
s u c c e e d in life. ROTC 
is o p e n to f r e s h m e n 
a n d s o p h o m o r e s with-
o u t o b l i g a t i o n a n d 
r e q u i r e s a b o u t f i v e 

in t ense l e a d e r s h i p 
t ra in ing. Tra in ing pv P 
t h a t b u i l d s y o u r 

IEXCELLENCI 

h o u r s p e r w e e k . 
R e g i s t e r this t e r m 
for Army ROTC. 

ARMY ROTC 
THE SMARTEST COLLEGE COURSE Y0D CAN TAKE 

Rice students can participate in ARMY ROTC. 
Find out more. Call Major Kerry Reyna, 

Department of Military Science , 713-743-3875. 

United Methodist Campus Minist ry 

Prayer Service - Thursday - 10 p.m. 
in the Rice Chapel 

Graduate Student Lunches - noon Tuesdays 
/4utry House 

Sunday Suppers - 6 p.m. - St Paul's UMC 
Service projects, retreats, other fun stuff ! 

St. Paul's UMC 

5501 S. Main St. 

Sundays 
Worship - 8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/ - Wesley 

For more info contact: 
Rev. Stefanie Bennett 

713-528-0527 
sbennetta neosoft.com 

WILL 205 WILL 205 WILL 205 
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The Episcopal Students' Association 
invites you to join in Sunday worship 
and stay to dinner. 

SUNDAY EUCHARIST 5 p.m. 
and every Sunday beginning the 29th 

— 5:45 Dinner and "Canterbury" 
event after. Come for all or any part, 
over by 7. 
— For anyone from any faith 
tradition looking for Christian 
worship on campus. 
— The focus of Episcopal student life 
at Rice. 
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Spending quality time with new students 
We sent out reporter Esther Sung to chat with a few entering students on the 

third day of Orientation Week to find out what makes them tick. Here are some 
responses: 

Need 
Birth Control? 

Call the Experts. 
Call 1-800-230-PLAN and be 

connected to the nearest clinic * www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood® 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

Christopher Palm 
... On travel 
Where are you from? 
I'm from Sweden. 

... On grandiosity 
When you first came to Rice on Sunday ... 
what did you think? 
Well, the first thing I saw — that was Texas. 
Everything is so huge; the cars are big and the 
highways ... everything is big. The potatoes are big. 
It's really weird. And the heat and the humidity ... 
That's what I've thought so far about Texas. My first 
impression about Rice is that it's a very nice-looking 
school, very nice. It's very beautiful. 

... On foreign cuisine 
And now that you've been here for a couple of 
days, what do you think about Rice? 
I think affout the same. I've noticed that the food is 
not so good anymore. 

... On making friends 
What do you think about O-Week? 
I think O-Week is a great way to make friends... . So 
this is a great opportunity. We have a similar kind of 
thing in Sweden. But we get a bit more drunk. It's 
the Swedish way. 

Why [Blank] College is the best 
Are you glad to be at Sid? 
Yeah. Sid rules. 
What makes Sid better than the other col- * 
leges? 
It's so much taller! 

Allison Austin 
... On identity crises 
Where are you from? 
Jones College. 

... On reality 
And where are you from in the United States? 
Boston, Mass. 

... On having fun 
What do you think about O-Week? 
O-Week's been awesome. I loved the scavenger 
hunt. It was so much fun. It just rocks; it's been so 
much fun. 

Why [Blank] College is better 
Are you glad that you're at Jones? 
Of course. 
What's so great about Jones? 
Jones is bad ass. 

Laura Olson 
... On meteorology 
Why did you come to Rice? 
Because it's a cool school. 

Why every college but [Blank 
blanks] 
And what do you think about Hanszen? 
It's definitely the best. 
And what makes your college the best one? 
Everything. 

Storl School With An 
Organized Stole Of 

»*L 

Starting college doesn't have to be a mind boggling experience. 

Foe . 21 years, The Container Store has been educating 

parents and students in dorm room organization. With the 

world's largest and most celebrated collection of storage 

and organization products, we have everything you need 

to survive and thrive at school. You could say we wrote 

the book on it. 

Hie Container Store 
H O U S T O N Post Oak at Westheimer (across from the Galleria) ( 7 1 3 ) 9 6 0 - 1 7 2 2 

/ 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday. 9 am - 9 pm, Sunday. 11 am - 6 pm 

http://www.pphouston.org
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J. Dennis Huston advises new students in faculty address 
English Professor andformer Han-

szen College Master J. Dennis Huston 
gave the faculty address to new stu-
dents Monday in Stude Concert Hall. 

The following is a shortened ver-
sion of Huston's address: 

Women and men of the class of 
2003, we are all delighted to have 
you here because the life of a univer-
sity derives in large measure from 
the active intellectual and emotional 
interplay between the new and the 
old, between students vitalized by 
curiosity, energy, wonder, and new 
ways of seeing things and faculty 
dedicated to the disciplines they have 
studied, researched, taught, and 
lived with for years. [...] 

Let me list [... ] what I might call 
Huston's six bits' worth of advice to 
take with you on your educational 
journey through Rice. 

First, study what you love. 
Second, try to take at least one 

course a semester in which you are 
required to do substantial writing 
and/or speaking in class. 

Third, whenever possible [...] 
choose teachers over courses, since 
great teachers make the learning 
experience more [... ] exciting, more 
inspiring, and more rewarding — 
even sometimes life-changing. 

Fourth, at times in the educa-
tional process there is hard work to 
do, and you won't feel like doing it. 
Do it anyway. Sometimes learning is 
just plain busting your ass. 

Fifth, set aside time to work with 
others in ways which give you, as 
well as them, satisfaction. 

And sixth, think of your educa-
tion not as involving a basic opposi-
tion between work and play but as 
bringing these apparent contraries 
together. [...] 

Now [...] I want to [...] look at 
the educational process, this time in 
the form of a literary allegory of 
sorts. 

Recently in movie theaters we 

have been treated to a brilliantly 
imaginative dramatization of an edu-
cation in the making, [ . . . one that] 
passes through Whitehead's three 
stages of romance, precision, and 
generalization. [...] 

The movie does not consciously 
dramatize these stages, since its aim 
is not so much to instruct as to enter-
tain. Nor [...] is this movie purposely 
allegorical, [...] even though it works 
with many of the themes we associ-
ate with allegory: a young quester 
from the country who, in search of a 
kind of grail, encounters physical 
dangers and sexual temptations 
along his way; a beautiful princess 
locked up; [...] and a central battle, 
[...] during which the quester is 
able to emerge victorious as a hero. 

This story, however, does not end 
with the marriage of the hero and 
the princess. Even though his vic-
tory has been grand, [...] the re-
ward he receives is gold, not the 
hand of the princess. For she has by 
this time been married to another, 
[... ] who at the end carries her off to 
his dark kingdom in the far-off realm 
of — Virginia. [...] * 

I'm sure by now that some of you 
realize I'm talking about Shakespeare 
in Love. [...] 

That summary [... ] pays almost no 
attention to the active role that Viola, 
the princess (of sorts) plays in the 
story. Instead of being the passive, 
essentially helpless heroine we often 
associate with romance, Viola is smart 
— [...] in short, much like the hero-
ines of Shakespearean comedy. [... ] 

In [the] script of Shakespeare in 
Love [...the focus is] almost as much 
on Viola's story as on Shakespeare's. 
[...] He continues writing plays, in 
which he creates her—now his muse 
— again and again as the heroine of 
his comedies [ . . . while she is] essen-
tially sold and carried off by a man she 
detests. [...] 

It was a bummer to be a woman in 
1592. 

AUDITIONS 
FOR THE RICE SPEECH 

& DEBATE TEAM 

Auditions for the Rice Speech & Debate Team 
and Rice Interpreter's Theatre will be held 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 AND 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 AT 7:00 PM. 

Auditions will be held in the 
Student Organizations Workspace in the 

lower level of the RMC. 

All students auditioning will perform a 
memorized 3-5 minute selection (a dramatic 

monologue, oral interpretation of poetry or prose, 
a prepared speech) or an extemporaneous 

speech of their choice. Auditions will be held 
privately and a brief interview will follow. 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
If you'd like help preparing for auditions, contact 
Director of Forensics Dan West (danwest@) or 

Assistant Coach Chris Aspdal (chscas@). 

To schedule an audition, 
please call the Forensics office at 

(713) 527-8101, ext. 3884. 

If, however, we turn [...] to a 
brighter side of Shakespeare in Love, 
we can see a memorable story of a 
young man ' s educa t ion . [. . .] 
Shakespeare, full of talent but with-
out direction, finds himself flailing 
away at his work. He struggles to 
find inspiration. [...] 

Meanwhile, Philip Henslowe — 
a parental figure perhaps — keeps 
pressuring Will about what he should 
do. "Write a comedy, Will, the world 
loves comedies — a journey, ship-
wreck, a love affair with Ethel the 
pirate's daughter, and a dog. By all 
means, a dog, since the dog was the 
biggest crowd-pleaser in your last 
play." 

But Will cannot find satisfaction 
in what others have chosen for him. 
[...] He needs a muse, inspiration, 
to give that work direction. [... ] 

Then [...] a kind of miracle. He 
hears an actor, trying out for the 
play he cannot write, deliver a speech 
he has written for another play, and 
he realizes his work does make 
sense, does have direction. [... ] 

What he writes, what he does, 
has meaning and power. [ . . .]Then, 
[...] by accident, he meets Viola, 
who proves to be both his muse and 
the source of the story he seeks for 
his play. 

He pursues her, [...] drawn to 
her beauty and her energy. And at 
the same time, full of excitement 
about what he is doing and can do, 
he begins writing a new play. He has 
entered what Whitehead calls the 
stage of romance. /* 

Though he does not yet quite 
know what specific direction his play 
will take, he senses its outlines and 
some of its particulars. Then he dis-
covers that the actor who has buoyed 
his self-confidence and the woman 
who has inspired him are one. 

And now the play begins to take a 
very specific direction, because in it 
he is writing details from his own 
life. [...] And so in the writing pro-

M A R I E l T A M / l r t R E S H ! S 

English Professor and former Hanszen Collage Waster J, Dennis Huston 

c e s s Will p a s s e s from the s tage of 
romance to the stage of precision. 
What he writes is his life, shaping 
that life into art, ordering details and 
facts into a vision that speaks power-
ful truths to others. (...) 

As the play Romeo and Juliet takes 
shape, Will enters into the stage of 
generalization. He manipulates the 
facts of his life in brilliantly inventive 
ways and out of these facts makes 
truth. [... ] He has now united in his 
work and in his play [...] all three 
stages of the educational process: 
excitement about what he does, pre-
cision in its details, ̂ nd the truth of 
its over-all vision. 

You may have noticed, in this 
reading of Shakespeare in Love, that 
I have equated the educational pro-
cess with the creative process. [... J 
It is my belief, however, that the 

educat ional and creative p r o c e s s e s 
are e s sen t i a l l y t h e same , forge t t ing 
an education is the most creative of 
human activities. As you make your 
educational journey through Rice, 1 
don't expect any of you will shape a 
world as powerfully true for others 
as that of Romeo and Juliet, nor do 1 
suppose that the muses which will 
stir your imaginations as you work 
and play here will be as magically 
attractive as Viola. 

But I hope the worlds you shape 
and the muses that inspire them 
during the time you spend here will 
feel as exciting, as true, and as at-
tractive to you as they felt to young 
Will in the movie. Then you, like 
him, will shape your lives into art, 
which is, finally, I think, the real aim 
of an education. 

Now go and do it. 

WILL 205 

in the Student Center 

Y O U R L A T E N I G H T H A N G O U T 

BREAKFAST * LUNCH * LATE NIGHT 

Open Evenings 
Monday - Thursday from 9 p.m. to Midnight 
Sunday & Saturday from 5 p.m. to Midnight 

We Accept your Rice Meal Plan (points) 

PIZZA * BURGERS * SANDWICHES * DESSERTS 
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THANK YOU. 
THE SOUR 
GRAPE THING 
WAS GETTING 

OUP. 

•JEFF, LETS TALK 
ABOUT THIS50MB F 
MORE. ITS NOT I 
TOO LATE TO I R^AL' 
FINPYOJA \CCTUBE. 
REAL COLLEGE./L ?AT?-

SON, WHAT K/NP 
OF COLLEGE AL 
LOWS YOU TO 
WAIVE YOUR SEN-
IOR YEAR OF 
HIGH SCHOOL* 

PONT TURN INTO SOME PA -
THET/C, BITTER 0LP MAN 
ANGRY AT THE (MRU? 
JUST BECAUSE HE HAP 
TO FINISH HIGH SCHOOL ! 

LOOK, 
PAP, I'M 
GOING TO 
WALPEN. 
OKAY? 
PEAL 

wrmn7 
\ 

SOUNP 
APV/CE 

NO, PAP, I 
PONTNEEP 
SANPW/CHES. 
I PONT 
N5EPANY-
THING/ 

SOYOUNEEP 
METOPRIVE 
YOU UP TO 
COLLEGE, 
JEFF? 

HOW ABOUT 
LUNCH? you 
NEEPYOUR 
MOM TO PACK 
YOU SOME 

SANPWICHES.7. 

NO, PAP, I 
TOUPYOU-

I'M TAKING 
THE BUS. 

NAPA! NOTH 
ING! PO YOU 
HEAR ME? 

OKAY, SOI 
PONEEPA 
CHECK FDR 
*26,750. 

NOT 
EVEN,,. 

« ) ( 

3 

THE COUEGB 
LET MB SKIP 
12TH GRAPE. 
HOU/OOMEI'M 
ROOMINGWUH 
ANUPPER-
CLASSMAN? 

YOU GOT IT, AWESOME! 
MESHOULP, 
LI KB,SHARE 
KNOUJLEPGE, 

PUPEF 

IM REPEAT-
ING FRESH 
MAN YEAR. 
KINPOFA 
FAMILY 

TRAPmON. 

WHOA...ITS 
LIKE WE 
CANCEL 

EACH OTH-
ER OUTF 

TM ZIPPER/ 
HEY,.. IREMEM-, 
BER YOU FROM 
THE TOUR LAST 
SPRJNG7 ARENT 
YOU, LIKE, A 
YEAR EARLY? 

GUESS 
SO. I'M 
JEFF. 

MUSTBE 
MY NEW 
ROOMIE1 

& 
2 

WELL, ITS PIFFERENT FOR 
EVERYONE, JEFF, BUT ONE 
THING I CAN TELL YOU 
PORM UF% IS KEY/ ROSEN-
BLATT HALL IS FAMOUS FORM 

IN FACT, IF YOU RE 
A ROSENBLATT 
MAN, IPSO FACTO, 
YOU'VE GOT MAJOR 
PORM SPIRIT/ 

SO HI HATS 
COLL BOB 

LIFE REALLY 
LIKE, MAN 7 

KISS MY 
ROSENBLATT. 
WOW... PIP 
THAT HURT? 

T ) 

8-2<b 

ROSENBLA TT SPIRIT REQUIRES 
MORE COMMITMENT. ROSEN-
BLATT SPIRIT IS, LIKE, SLEEP-
ING THROUGH All. YOUR CLASSES 
SO YOU'LL BE WELL -RESTEP 
FOR PORM ACTIVITIES/ 

ZIPPER, IS NO, 
ROSENBLATT THAT'S 
HALL SPIRIT WTALPEN 
THE SAME AS SPIRIT... 
SCHOOLSEMRR? / 

' =^=3 OPil 

THAT'S, LIKE, 
SPENP/NG 
THE YEAR 
WITH YOUR 
GIRLFRIENP 
IN BOSTON. 

UJHATS 
Y^\ WALPEN 

SPIRITR 

WE WERE JUSTCL05/NG UP. 
YOU BOYS KNOW YOU'RE 
A PAY LATE, 'PONT YOU? 

GET 11 ^ 
OUT. \\MHOLE 

PAY? 

HBREARE 
YOURSCHEP 
ULES. UIEL-
COMETO 
tUALPEN. 

W THESE W WW** 
APP \\ I SEE SOME 

CLASSES ? SERJOUS CON 
FUCTSHERE. 

r 
* 
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Save up to 40% on new textbooks. 
Get them in 1-3 business days. Guaranteed. 

•Books delivered in no more than three business days or your shipping is refunded. Some restrictions apply. See www.varsitybooks.com for details. 

http://www.varsitybooks.com
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Operation Freshman Beyond the He 
Every student is capable of a social life. 

After spending a few weeks at Rice observing the rituals and activities of upperclassmen, 
impressionable freshmen may be deceived into believing that a trip to Sammy's with their loved 
one actually equals a date or that cheering while their friends chug water out of a plastic cylinder 
is a suitable substitute for stimulating entertainment. These students have been cruelly misled. 
Contrary to popular belief, Radio Free Sid is not the only source of mimical enlightenment, 
Spontaneous Combustion is not exactly Oscar-worthy dramatic acting and trekking across 
campus to a Jones party does not qualify as an adventurous wilderness hike. 

To prove the point that there is something for every student to enjoy in Houston's cultural scene, 
the Thresher has*compiled some suggestions for an enjoyable, inexpensive, culturally enriching 
evening on the town. If Houston can satisfy an engineer, a philosopher and a gender studies major 
on any given Saturday night, then with a little effort and a determination to try something new, 
you too can create a fabulous evening of your own beyond the hedges. 

RELIGION 
A spiritually enriching evening, re 
mity we know as money and anythi 
ing of one's morality: 

Cafe Artiste ( 1 6 0 1 W. M a i n ) « - Relaxini 
to help pass the time. 

Menll (1515 Sul Ross) — Impressive Magr 
of William Eggleston. 

Rothko Chapel (1409 Sul Ross) — Some 
some even use it to study. Regardlei 

Nlko Nlko ( 2520 Montrose) — Great Gr< 
Mausoleum ( 4 1 1 Westheimer) — Small 

ENGLISH 
An evening of relaxed, non-confrontational fun with plenty of time for personal 
reflection after each activity: 

Star Pizza ( 2 1 1 1 Norfolk at Greenbriar) — Adventurous toppings, humorous staff, big-screen TV. 
Actor's Workshop ( 1009 Chartres) — Home of Infernal Bridegroom Productions, known for 

casting talented Rice alumni. Performing "Roberto Zucco" through September. 
Dledrlch's ( 1 9 0 1 Westheimer) — Cool fountain, occasional live music, conversational staff. 
The Roxv ( 5 3 5 1 W. Alabama) — Generic dance club with universal appeal. 
Hollywood Video ( 1 2 0 1 Westheimer at MOntrose) — Though there are video stores everywhere 

in Houston, this location offers the widest selection of arthouse, foreign and independent 
videos. 

ENGINEER 
Low-maintenance relaxation/escapism at its best. You can take a night off from 
work, honest: 

Hermann Park (across from Rice on Main St.) — Play in thefwater-playground or ask a 
Bakerite to teach you "Counting 101" on the grass. 

Imax Theater (Natural Science Museum, 1 Hermann Circle Dr.) — Currently showing The 
Myster ies of Egypt. 

Droubl's ( 7807 Kirby at Main) — Middle Eastern restaurant and grocery store. 
Houston Symphony (Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana) — Substantial student discounts available. 
Laser Light Show (Natural Science Museum, 1 HermanCircle Dr.) — Shows are synchronized 

to music ranging from the Beatles to the Red Hot Chili Peppers. 
Empire Cafe (1732 Westheimer) — Yuppie, overpriced and always crowded. 

A Baker College Orientation Week group gathers together for the first tii 
students realize that they will soon be assimilated Into Rice culture. Res 

ECONOMICS 
If you had money, you probably wouldn't be interested in it enough to make it your major, 
so embrace your cash-strapped college existence and have a blast on less than $20: 

Houston Flea Market (Hw v. 59 & Chimney Rock) — Everything and anything you want, plusahoppin' 
Tejano dance hall. 

Lai Lai's Dumpling House ( 9262 Bellaire) — Venture into Chinatown for Lai Lai's bargain feast of 
dumplings. . . 

Value Village ( 3 1 1 19 th St.) — Pick up some sty I in' used threads at Salvation Army prices. 
Aurora Picture Show ( 8 0 0 Aurora St.) — Fiercely independent films shown in a converted old church. 

Admission is free, but they accept donations. 
Taquerla La Taoatla ( 1 7 4 9 Richmond Ave.) — Mexican food so cheap that you wonder what's really 

in it. Open until 4 a.m. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Hey, it's better than watching "Deep Space Nine" reruns: 

Yan Sushi ( 2264 W. Holcombe) — Fresh, decently priced and even has a drive-thru or delivery option. 
Your room — Rejoice in your new connection by holding an all night Quake-athon with your new Gumby * 

pals. [*Bring a can of SPAM to Wiess and you shall be accepted.] 
Duncan Hall — Lay on the floor in the lobby and marvel at the computer-generated ceiling design that 

oddly resembles the tacky carpet in a McDonald's PI ay land. 
House of Pies ( 3 1 1 2 Kirby) — Bring your laptop for some late-night solitaire. 

PHILOSOPHY 
Vent your analytic woes in an evening full of prim 
hyper-sensitivity and deeply intense thoughts: 

Nit Nol (Rice Village) — Tasty Thai food. 
MFAH Cinema (Brown Auditorium, MFAH, 1 0 0 1 Bissonet) — 

* Film Festival. 
Marv Jane's ( 4216 Washington Ave.) — Open-mic poetry, a 
Emo's ( 2 7 0 0 Albany) — Alternative lounge/rock venue. 
Hit Tsu Oh ( 314 Main Street) -*• Open 24 hours. Thursday is 

Night." 
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Hedges: by Marisa Levy 

ing evening, requiring little of that demonic tool of confor-
oney and anything that can trigger an on-the-spot question-
er-
M a i n ) R e l a x i n g atmosphere, gooey desserts and a free library 

l"e-

Impressive Magritte collection, currently showing the photography 
i. 

Sul Ross) — Some use the chapel to pray, others to meditate, and 
i study. Regardless it is worth experiencing. 
rose) — Great Greek cuisine. 
theimer) — Small rock venue that offers got hie belly dancing. 

COURTESY MARISA LEVY 

ther for the first time Sunday night. Little do these new Rice 
o Rice culture. Resistance is futile. 

ing full of prime opportunities to gorge yourself on symbolism, 
thoughts: 

1 0 0 1 Bissonet) — Themed film events, currently offering a Guy Madden 

)pen-mic poetry, alternative/independent rock. 
e/rock venue. 
lours. Thursday is "Chess Night" anB'Saturday is "Straight White Male 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE/ENGINEER 
A cow-less, Styrofoam-free adventure into groovy music andfar-out automo-
biles. Smile and bond with a couple ofhappenin'Houstonians: 

Art Car Museum (140 Heights Blvd.) — Displays the best and brightest of the Art Car 
ventures. Also exhibiting the work of sculptors George Smith and Jesse Lott in 
August. y 

Little Texas Hemp Company (Westheimer. by Pot Pie Pizzeria) — Chatty staff willing 
. to serve all your accessory needs. 
Houston Bread Company (Rice Village) — Black bean soup to die for and very 

vegetarian-friendly menu. 
Cactus Records (2930 S. Shepherd) — Diverse selection of music and videos for 

people looking for something beyond Blockbuster commercialism. 
Record Rack (3109 S. Shepherd) — Imports and DJ mixes handled by knowledgeable -

staff. 
Whole Foods Market (2900 S. Shepherd at Alabama) — Vegetarian- and eco-friendly 

grocery'store that also offers a wide array of luscious desserts. 
The Laff Stop (1952 West Gray) — Small but thriving comedy venue. Jim Breuer from 

"Saturday Night Live" will perform this weekend. 

UNDECIDED 
An evening without any'cause for a decision of any kind. Bask in your utter lack of 
initiative and conform to the long-standing "typical" Rice evening: 

Mission Burrlto (2245 West Alabama) — Inexpensive, massive portions, fun atmosphere. 
AMC Studio 30 Theater (Dunvale at Westheimer) — Stadium seating, mainstream commercial 

movies. 
Amy's Ice Cream (3816 Farnham at Shepherd) — Variety of original flavors and amusing staff. 
Wless College's Flveman Keeper 
Rich's ( 2 4 0 1 San Jacinto) — Dance club open to those of all sexual orientations, but most 

frequented by Rice students on Thursday nights. 
Taco Cabana (3905 Kirby and other locations) — Cheap Mexican food, open 24 hours. 

STUDY OF WOMEN & GENDER 
Show your appreciation for all five sexes and the cultures that aim to embrace them in 
an evening of liberation and social enlightenment. Just remember that drag queens do 
not wear New Balance tennis shoes: 

Greenwav Theater (Hwv 59 at Buffalo Speedway) — Small, charming theater focusing onarthouse 
and foreign flicks. 

Pot Pie Pizzeria (1525 Westheimer) — Prime peopie-watching patio and all-you-can-eat spaghetti 
dishes. 

Cross Roads Bookstore and Cafe ( 1 1 1 1 Westheimer) — Great place to sit back and watch 
Westheimer 's eclect ic social sphere revolve. 

Rockv Horror Picture Show (River Oaks Landmark Theater, S. Shepherd at West Gray) — Saturday 
midnight showings of infamous drag-friendly musical. 

Charlie's Diner (1102 Westheimer) — Basic diner fare with hysterically opinionated waitstaff. 

ARCHITECTURE 
An evening full of different, creative and interesting activities with no fear of forced 
interaction with other humans: 

Creation Station (Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 1 0 0 1 Bissonet) — Play with arts and crafts courtesy 
of the museum in an attempt to relieve stress and rediscover your inner child, Sundays 1-4 p.m. 

Project Row Houses ( 2 5 0 1 Holman) — Third Ward homes turned art installations accompanied by 
elaborate gardens and proof that a little creativity can radically change a community. 

Spanish Village ( 4720 Almeda) — Homestyle cooking with spiffy San Antonio atmosphere. 
Orange Show ( 2 4 0 1 Munger St.) — Folk art meets eccentric neighbor at this wacky and beautiful.H 

art exhibit. 
Angelika Film Center (Bavou Place, 510 Texas Ave.) — Very yuppie, but always an interesting crowd 

of people. Theater tends to show only commercial art flicks. 
Mai's ( 3403 Milam) — Inexpensive Vietnamese food, open Virtually aH night. Try their iced coffee 

sweetened with condensed milk. 
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Baseball '99: best ever or another near miss? 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

TOMMY LAVERGNE/RICE UNIVERSITY 

junior second baseman Brett Smith swings and misses during Rice's 6-5 loss to the University of 
Alabama at the College World Series June 16. The loss ended the Owls' season and ended their run 
for the national title. Their 1-2 CWS record, however, left them tied for fifth place In the country. 

You can call the 1999 Rice baseball season 
a banner year. You can call it record-setting 
and you can call it groundbreaking in more 
ways than one. You can even call it the great-
est season in school history. 

Just don't call it a complete success. 
Before the season even started, the Owls 

admitted that their main goal was to win the 
national championship. To a man, they said 
that anything less would be a disappointment. 

On June 16, five months and a school-
record 59 wins later, including the^school's 
first-ever College World Series win, the Uni-
versity of Alabama ended Rice's chase for the 
national title with a gut-wrenching 6-5 vic-
tory. 

For the players, coaches and fans who had 
hoped for Rice's first national championship, 
the loss was a painful conclusion to a nearly 
magicai season. 

But was the season itself a disappointment? 
It depends on your point of view. • 

"It's obviously a disappointment because 
we lost and didn't get that national champion-
ship," senior shortstop Damon Thames said. 
"But when we reflect on the season and all we 
went through — the highs and lows, the wins 
and losses, the great plays and all the different 
stuff that comes to your mind—you can't help 
but look at a great season. Too many great 
things happened to be disappointed." 

The Owls finished the year at 59-15 and went 
to the CWS in Omaha, Neb., for the second time 
in three years. While there, Rice pidked up the 
school's first CWS win with a 7-2 victory over 
Oklahoma State University June 13. 

Coupled with the loss to the Crimson Tide 
and an 8-4 opening-round loss to the Univer-
sity of Miami, the eventual national champi-
ons, the Owls ended the double-elimination 
tournament tied for fifth place with California 
State University at Fullerton. 

In the Western Athletic Conference's third 
and last season as a super-conference, the 
Owls once again proved their status as its 
premier baseball program, winning their third 
straight conference title and sweeping their 
third straight WAC tournament. 

In addition, Rice never left the top 10 in any 
national poll and was the top-ranked team in 
the country for eight weeks during the regular 
season. The team finished ranked No. 5 in all 
three major polls, the highest in the history of 
the program. 

Along the way, the Owls also received a 
number of individual awards and honors. Five 
players—Thames, senior pitcher Jesse Kurtz-
Nicholl, junior pitcher Mario Ramos, sopho-
more pitcher Kenny Baugh and junior right 
fielder Will Ford — were named to various all-
America teams, and Ramos was named the 
national Pitcher of the Year by College Base-
ball Insider. 

'But when we reflect on the 
season and all we went 
through ... you can't help but 
look at a great season. Too 
many great things happened 
to be disappointed.' 

— Damon Thames 
Senior shortstop 

Thames, Ramos, Kurtz-Nicholl, senior des-
ignated hitter Justin Berg and junior left fielder 
Charles Williams were named to the all-WAC 
first team. Head Coach Wayne Graham was 
named the WAC's Coach of the Year for the 
second straight season and was tabbed as the 
national Coach of theYear hy Baseball America. 

The list of accomplishments and achieve-
ments goes on and on. The only one missing, 
it seems, is the most difficult one of all. 

"There are at least 30 teams that aspire to 
the national champ, and you know you have to 
be very fortunate to win one," Graham said. 
"But if you win a conference title, you've had a 
very successful season. If you get to a re-
gional, you've had a successful season. And if 
you get to Omaha, you've had an extremely 
successful season." 

Seven seniors lead with more than just bats, gloves 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Some of them had career years. 
Others had the worst individual 
years of their career. 

But their team enjoyed its best 
season ever, and a large part of the 
success was a direct result of their 
work both on and off the field. 

The seven seniors on Rice's 1999 
baseball team all made major contri-
butions with their play, whether at the 
plate, on the mound or in the field. 
Maybe even more significant, how-
ever, were their efforts in the dugout, 
on the team bus and during practice. 

For the past five years, the Owls 
have always had physical talent. Last 
year's senior class was no different. 

This group — made up of short-
stop Damon Thames, first baseman 
Jacob Baker, catcher Zane Curry, 
designated hitter Justin Berg and 
relievers Stephen Bess, Jesse Kurtz-
Nicholl and Peter Terrana — rose 
above its predecessors with its lead-
ership, experience and mental tough-
ness, three characteristics that 
proved vital throughout the season. 

Head Coach Wayne Graham 
pointed to an incident during the Owls' 
15-11 regional-clinching win over 
Texas Tech University, Rice's fourth 
game in 35 hours, that exemplified 
what the seniors meant to the team. 

"One reason Kurtz-Nicholl did not 
do well in the final game against 
Tech [2.0 innings pitched, eight hits, 
four runs] is that he was leading 
yells in the dugout all day," Graham 
said. "And I told him, 'Don't ever do 
that again. The temperature is hot, 
and you're sitting there trying to 
keep everybody up when you're a 
reliever who we'll need.' 

"But it showed the kind of team 
players we had. He wasn't concerned 
with himself. He was concerned with 
keeping the whole ballclub, which 
was tiring rapidly, up enough to win., 
Guys like that and Damon and Baker, 

all of them wanted to win badly. 
They knew what it took to win, and 
they also knew how to conduct them-
selves with honor." 

Much of that know-how came from 
their vast postseason experience. The 
five four-year seniors—Baker, Berg, 
Bess, Kurtz-Nicholl and Terrana — 
were playing in their fourth straight 
regional and had already participated 
in one College World Series. In addi-
tion, the five had won four straight 
conference tournament titles, going 
an unthinkable 16-0 in that span. 

Thames and Curry, both junior 
college transfers, weren't exactly un-
seasoned rookies either. Both had 
postseason experience at the junior 
college level, including at the Junior 
College World Series, and both were 
starters on Rice's 1998 team. 

"We'd been there before and we 
knew what it takes to crawl out of the 
holes," Thames said. 

Not all the seniors enjoyed great 
individual seasons. Only Kurtz-
Nicholl, who blossomed into the 
team's closer and a third-team all-
American, and Curry, who had decent 
offensive numbers while masterfully 
handling one of the nation's best pitch-
ing staffs, could say they had the best 
year of their careers as seniors. 

Thames was unable to duplicate 
his magical 1998 season despite the 
fact that he remained an all-Ameri-
can and continued his climb up the 
Rice career charts in nearly every 
offensive category. 

In his third full season as a starter, 
Baker excelled with his glove but 
saw his offensive production drop 
dramatically, as did his draft posi-
tion, from the 14th round to the 45th. 

A broken ulna sidelined Berg for 
a number of weeks, and his numbers, 
while more than acceptable, were be-
low his career norms. 

For the season's first half, Bess 
was possibly the best closer in the 
country. But a string of bad outings 
pushed him to the back of the bullpen, 

TOMMY LAVERGNE/RICE UNIVERSITY 

Senior first baseman Jacob Baker patrolls the Infield during Rice's College World Series stay. Baker was one of seven 
seqlors who wrapped up storied Rice careers with a fourth straight conference title and a second trip to Omaha. 

where he remained for the rest of the 
year, and he saw his draft stock drop 
from the 10th to*th£ 16th round. 

And Terrana, always a clutch per-
former against rivals such as the 
University of Houston and Texas 
A&M University, never found the 
consistency to stay in the rotation. 

But when it came down to it, 
Thames said, the team's accomplish-
ments made the individual successes 
and failures worthwhile. 

"It was great to see the work that 
everybody put in during their ca-
reers pay off," Thames said. "No-

body really deserves anything, be-
cause there are always other people 
working just as hard as you. But to a 
certain extent, a lot of these guys did 
deserve it because they put in a lot of 
work and a lot of sweat. And to finish 
off a career or a college career in this 
way is great. I'm just excited for 
everybody who got to be a part of it." 

The seniors, especially the five 
who were at Rice for four years, also 
played key roles in taking the Owls 
from a team on the rise to a legiti-
mate national power. And though 
they may deflect any credit, there is 

no doubt that all seven left their 
marks on the program. 

"Coach Graham started turning 
things around when we got here. He 
changed the attitude and the way 
people looked at the program," 
Thames said. "And then it started 
with the [Jose] Cruz's and [Mark]« 
Quinn's and [Lance] Berkman's. 
Those guys set it up for me and my 
team, and hopefully we can pass it 
down to another team to take over. 

"Just to be a part of it and hopefully 
take th^t next step to where we can be 
a contender every year is special." 
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Head Coach Wayne Graham congratulates senior shortstop Damon Thames after his seventh-Inning solo home run 
against the University of Alabama's Justin Smith. Thames added a three-run homer In the eighth, but the Crimson Tide 
edged the Owls 6-5, eliminating them from the College World Series. 

Thames' heroics not enough at CWS 
by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Damon Thames didn't have to do 
anything special to be remembered. 
After all, in the short span of just two 
years* the senior shortstop had been 
named the National Player of the 
Year, a first-team ail-American and 
the Western Athletic Conference 
Player of the Year. 

In addition, he owned school 
records in categories ranging from 
RBIs in a season to career batting 
average and had established himself 
as one of Rice's all-time great players. 

But in his final two at-bats as an 
Owl, Thames ensured that no college 
baseball fan could ever forget him. 

Going into the seventh inning of 
Rice's elimination game against the 
University of Alabama June 16, the 
Owls trailed the Crimson Tide 4-2 and 

.seemed to be on their way to quietly 
bowing out of the College World Se 
ries just three days afte* the program's 
first-ever win in Omaha, Neb. 

Thames, however, had a differ-
ent idea. He turned on Justin Smith's 
first pitch and ripped it down the left-
field line for a solo homer. 

Though the Owls didn't add any 
more runs during the seventh, 
Thames' shot sent a message to his 
teammates, many of whom seemed 
to have been resigned to the fact 
that it just wasn't their day. 

In the top of the eighth, junior 
Mitch Ackal drew a pinch-hit walk, 
and junior left fielder Charles Will-
iams slipped in a walk of his own 
between two strikeouts. And with 
two outs and the Owls down 4-3, the 
stage was again set for Thames. 

Smith wasn't about to give in, and 
he quickly got ahead of the Owl 
shortstop 0-2. But Thames wouldn't 
quit either, and after fouling off four 
or five straight deliveries, he finally 
made good contact, ripping a line 
drive down the left-field line that was 
ever-so-slightly hooking foul. 

Thames, however, did his best 
Carlton Fisk imitation the whole way 
down the first-base line, using all the 
body language he could come up with 
to keep the ball fair. And shortly after 
it bounced off the foul-pole screen for 
a three-run homer, the rest of the 
Owls mobbed Thames at home plate. 

The emotional high, however, was 
short-lived. Alabama proved to be at 

least Rice's equal in pressure situa-
tions, and the Crimson Tide manu-
factured the game-tying run in the 
bottom of the eighth. 

In the bottom of the ninth, Ala-
bama did it again when Sam 
Bozanich drove in the winning run 
with a bloop single. 

The loss eliminated Rice from 
the CWS. But for a moment, Thames' 
heroics had them on the verge of 
accomplishing more. 

"I was on top of the world there 
for a second, but it came down pretty 
quick,"Thames said. "My team gave 
me a chance to do it, and luckily I 
was the guy that stepped up. If it 
hadn't been me today, it would've 
been someone else, I'm sure ofthat." 

The near-heroic display was a fit-
ting end to a storied career. But 
quite predictably, Thames admitted 
that only one thing could have made 
the day better. 

"I wouldn't need an exclamation 
point to make me happy about my 
two years at Rice because they've 
been so great," he said. "Looking 
back, I'll be really happy about the 
way it happened. But I would've 
traded it all for a win." 

Rice digs deep to defeat Regional foes 
by Jos£ Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

For two straight NCAA playoff 
weekends, the heavily favored Rice 
baseball team lost its opening game 
against a lesser team, leaving the 
Owls just one defeat away from the 
end of their season. -

But both times, first at the Re-
gional in Lubbock and then at the 
Super Regional at the Astrodome, 
Rice rallied its forces and advanced 
to the next round. 

And by the time the Owls reached 
the College World Series, their abil-
ity to survive, if not excel, with their 
backs against the wall became their 
defining characteristic. 

"I've always been fascinated by 
the power of the human will," Head 
Coach Wayne Graham said. "And 
these guys showed, during those two 
weeks, that they h^d the character to 
do it. That was as tough as it gets." 

The Owls' first chance to test their 
mental mettle came during the Re-
gional held May 28-30 at Texas Tech 
University. Rice, one of only eight 
national No. 1 seeds, lost its first 
game to little-known University of 
Wisconsin at Milwaukee 84. And the 
game probably wasn't even that close. 

But it served as a wake-up call, and 
with the unenviable task of having to 
win four games in a row in less than 
two days, Rice became a different team. 

On May 29, the Owls eliminated 
Rutgers University 6-1 behind junior 

pitcher Mario Ramos' complete game 
gem. That night, the Owls got their 
revenge on the Panthers—and then 
some — with a 27-1 explosion. 

Junior center fielder Jason Gray 
and junior right fielder Will Ford 
combined to go ll-for-13 with five 
doubles, 10 runs scored and 10 RBIs 
to lead the attack that eliminated 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee before the 
Panthers even knew what hit them. 

"It was a little more personal than 
most games," Ford said. "The first 
game really embarrassed us and thaf s 
the way we had to face this game. We 
really wanted to put it on them." 

TTie next day, Rice defeated the 
host Red Raiders twice — including 
a classic 3-1 pitcher's duel and an 
ugly 15-ll slugfest — to advance to 
the Super Regional. 

"I was proud of our team this 
weekend," senior reliever Jesse 
Kurtz-Nicholl said. "We wanted to 
play our butts off to go to the Super 
Regional. We didn't think for one 
minute that we were going to lose." 

Coming off such a difficult week-
end, Rice should have learned its 
Jesson. Bufwhen thfe Owls hosted 
the University of Southwestern Loui-
siana in the best-of-three Super Re-
gional June 4-6, they let a loss pi*t 
them behind the eight ball again. 

The highly touted pitcher's duel 
between Ramos and USL's Phil Devey, 
both all-American left-handers, never 
materialized, and the Ragin' Cajuns 
won the error-filled opener 12-8. 

oBut sophomore pitcher Kenny 
Baugh — one of Rice's heroes 
againstTexasTech—came through 
with a complete-game four-hitter in 
a 10-1 Rice win to even the series. 

In Sunday's finale, behind junior 
* Jeff Nichols' pitching, a balanced 

offensive attack and a highlight-reel 
defensive effort led by Gray, the Owls 
won 8-3, their sixth straight victory 
when facing elimination. 

And while many were shocked that 
Rice advanced to the CWS under those 
conditions, the Owls had faith in them-
selves — and each other — all along. 

-I said from the beginning that we 
could do it, and we're not at all sur-
prised we did," Gray said. "I'm just 
proud to be a part of this team because 
of how hard we worked all year. We 
were scrappy and we never gave up." 

Ten daysafterthey clinched aberth 
in the CWS, Rice saw its national cham-
pionship hopes die in a Jpss to the 
University of Alabama. It was the first 
time in eight tries that the team had 
not won an elimination game. 

But when the Owls looked back 
on their year, many pointed to the 
Regional and Super Regional come-
backs as the highlights of the season. 

"I'm most proud of coming back 
from the two first-round losses," se-
nior pitcher Stephen Bess said. "Show-
ing that we could come back from that 
twice shows how much heart this team 
had. The fact that we faced all that 
adversity, beat it and proved a lot of 
people wrong is special." 

SCWfi 
SAT tutors 

needed 
for 1999/2000 
school year 

The Houston office of SCORE! Prep, one 
of the fastest-growing test prep companies 
in the country, is conducting interviews 
now for both fall and spring positions. You 
must have high standardized test scores and 
reliable transportation. The tutoring takes 
place during afternoons, evenings, and 
weekends; you set your own schedule. We 
p a y $ 11/hr. m i n i m u m , and of ten more. Call 

SCORE! Prep at 713-266-2772 today! 

The Rice University Marching Owl Band 

The Ultimate Musical Experience 

* Come perform wi th us at home games and take a break 
f rom Rice on our road tr ips too! 

* Don't play the usual band instrument? Violins, electric 
gui tars,keyboards, and kazoos welcome! 

* No musical exper ience? Help design and build props like 
our 28-foot Titanic replica and spice up shows with whacky 
antics as a Show Ass is tant ! Sound like fun? 

O P E N H O U S E : FRI., August 27 from 2 to 5 PM 

W E L C O M E D I N N E R : SUN., Aug. 29 from 7 to 9 PM 

FRESH. R E H E A R S A L : MON., Aug. 30 from 7 to 9 PM 

mczTrii 
E-mail: themob@rice.edu 

Gall: 1-800-WHY-RICE (949-7423) 
or in Houston (713) 527-6018 

Web Site: http://www.ruf.r ice.edu/~themob 

2 . 5 0 
Flat rate service available 

now!! 

Collegiate Long Distance 
NetVoiqe Technologies, Inc. introduces the most 
economical way to stay in touch around the United 
States. For a flat rate per month you can call your 
family and friends in major Texas & Oklahoma cities 
and talk up to 1,200 minutes - an average of 2.50 
per minute. 

** 6.90 per minute to all other U.S. Cities 
** Calling Cards also available 

Toll Free 877-688-7283 
Pick one of these programs: 

Bronze 400 minutes $9.95 
Silver 800 minutes $19.95 
Gold 1,200 minutes $29.95 

Southwest Regional NetVoice Cities: 
Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, 

Houston, San Antonio, * 
Oklahoma City, Tulsa 

NetVoice Technologies 
13747 Montfort Drive #250 \ l 
Dallas, TX 75240 

www.netvoice.net csr@netvoice.net 

mailto:themob@rice.edu
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~themob
http://www.netvoice.net
mailto:csr@netvoice.net
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Owl duo buries pair of higher seeds 
by Carter Brooking 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Playing above their ranking, the 
men's tennis doubles team of se-
niors Efe Ustundag and Shane Stone 
achieved a couple of upsets before 
losing at the NCAA Championships 
in Athens, Ga., May 2 7 - 2 9 . 

The duo advanced to the 
quarterfinals before falling to Boise 
State University's fourth-ranked team 
of Leif Meineke and Wesley Moodie 
(>-3,7-5. Ustundag and Stone finished 
the year ranked No. 18 in the nation 
and earned all-America status, be-
coming just the second ̂ id third Rice 
rill-Americans in the past 28 years. 

"I thought they had a chance of 
winning it all because they were play-
ing so well," Head Coach Ron Smarr 
said. 

In the first round, the pair 
knocked off the No. l l doubles team 
in the country, Wake Forest 
University's Myles Clouston and 
Raul Munoz, 7-6 (7-5), 6-3. 

Next, in the second round, the 
Owls beat the second-ranked South-
ern Methodist University team of 
Dustin Mauck and Keith Pollak 64, 
(3-4, avenging Rice's loss to the Mus-
tangs in the quarterfinals of the West-
ern Athletic Conference tournament. 

Smarr said the Owls deserved to 
be named all-American because they 
reached the NCAA quarterfinals by 
defeating two higher-ranked teams. 

"They earned their all-American 
status — they didn't back into it," 
Smarr said. 

Ustundag and Stone ended the 
year with a 25-9 record in doubles 
play. Eight of those losses, however, 
came to teams ranked in the top 20, 
including a regular season defeat at 
the hands of eventual NCAA cham-
pion Stanford University. 

The tough schedule, along with a 
wealth of experience playing to-
gether, prepared the Owls for the 

* 

t 

LIZ RICE/THRESHER 

Seniors Efe Ustundag, left, and Shane Stone rolled through two higher-ranked 
opponents before falling in the quarterfinals of the NCAA Championships. 

NCAA run. 
They have been together forthree 

years, and their tough schedule was 
conducive for playing well so they 
wouldn't be intimidated," Smarr said. 

"Both will be really missed. Stone 
was an outstanding doubles player 
and Ustundag was superb at both 
[singles and doubles]." 

Ustundag also qualified for the 
NCAA tourney as a singles player. 

Ustundag needed a win in the first 
round to be named all-American, but 
he lost his match with Peter Handoyo 
of the University of Tennessee 7-6 

(11-9), 64. Ustundag, ranked No. 24 
in the nation, had two set points in 
the first set but was unable to convert 
against Handoyo, the llth-ranked 
player in the nation. 

Despite the disappointing loss, 
Smarr said Ustundag had much to 
be proud of, especially considering 
he was always matched up against 
the opponents' No. 1 player. 

"When you play No. 1, the pres-
sure is on," Smarr said. "He had a 
great year. He didn't play any easy 
matches this year, and he had very 
few bad losses." 

W H A T C A R E E R S E R V I C E S W O N ' T D O 

CAREER SERVICES 
WON'T 

find your lost ID 
l U C t I K > V f S 

Albert fcinstein 

Wit t RK-r 

fcxmrcs: 

help you search for a job. 
Recruiting Orientation 

Farnsworth Pavilion 

September 2 & 3,4pm & 7pm 

September 4,4pm 

Mandatory for students participating in the recruiting program. 

Houston Area Career Fair & Minority Job Expo 

Grand Hall, 12-5pm 

September 16, General Day 

September 17, Technical Day 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
may 28-june 

None; PB — Budde ( 1 1 ) ; HBP — by Baugh 
(Mat thews) 

Attendance — 24 ,859 

RICE 4 MIAMI 8 

Rice (58-14) 
Name (pot) AB R 
Will iams If 
Smith 2b 
Thames ss 
Ford rf 
Gray cf 
Berg dh 
Baker l b 
Curry c 
Fox 3b 
Totals 

H Bl 
0 0 

Miami (47-13) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl 

BASEBALL 

RICE 5 ALABAMA 6 

Rice (59-18) 
Name (pos) AB R 
Williams If 3 1 
Smith 2b 
Thames ss 
Ford rf 
Berg dh 
Gray cf 
Baker l b 
Curry c 

H Bl 
0 0 

Alabama (53-15) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl 

Score by Innings 
Rice 202 000 000 
Miami 000 0 4 1 21X 

Hill ss 4 
Seever cf 4 
Crespo rf 2 
Esquivel 3b 4 
Brown l b 2 
MRdriguez If 3 
Lovelady c 5 
Walker dh 2 
Nett les ph 0 
JRdriguez ph 1 
Clute 2b 3 
Totals 34 

R H E 
— 4 9 4 
— 8 9 0 

Ackal ph 
Lukln c 
Fox 3b 
Totals 

0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 

4 0 
3 1 5 

Score by Innings 
Rice 000 010 130 
Alabama 003 010 O i l 

Boyd 3b 4 
Smallwood r f4 
Phil l ips ss 4 
Keller cf 4 
Brown l b 5 
Gulledge c 4 
Bozanich 2b 3 
Wood If 3 
McClnhan If 0 
Bostic dh 3 
Cox ph 1 
Totals 35 

R H E 
5 5 1 
6 110 

E — S m i t h (10) , Fox 3(14) ; DP — Rice 1, Miami 1; 
LOB — Rice 9 Miami 11; 2B — Ford (2^ ) ; HR — Ford 
(12) , Hill (10) . Clute (3) ; SB — MRodriguez (17); 
CS — Will iams (4) , Hill 2(14) , Seever (8); SH — 
Thames (6), Esquivel (5); SF — Brown (4) 

6 1 1 5 

Rice 
Ramos 
Nichols 
Kurtz-Nicholl 
Gwyn 
Miami 
Gil 
Vasquez 
Neu 

IP 

4.2 
1.2 

1.0 

0.2 

6.0 
2.0 
1.0 

H R ER BB SO 

E — Curry (6); LOB — Rice 4, Alabama 11; 28 — 
Baker (24), Phillips 3(22) , Keller (15) , Bozanich 
(19); HR — Thames 2( 11); SB — Boyd (7) , Phill ips 
(16). Kel ler(41), Gul ledge(1), Bozanich(7), Bostic 
(7); SH — McClanahan (3) 

Rice 
Gwyn 
Nichols 
Kurtz-Nicholl 
Ramos 
Alabama 
Smith 
Murphy 

IP 

2.0 
5 .1 
0.2 
0.2 

8.0 
1.0 

H R ER BB SO 

2 
8 
1 
0 

12 

1 

Win — Murphy'8-0; Loss — Ramos 13-3; Save — 
None; WP — Gwyn (9), Nichols (14) ; CI — Curry 

Attendance — 12,000 

OKLAHOMA STATE 2 RICE 7 

OSU (46-21) 
Nam* (pos) AB R H Bl 
Gautreaux If 5 0 3 1 
Lucas 2b 5 
Gasparino ss3 
Holliday 3b 5 
Matthews rf 4 
McCllugh l b 4 
Becerra dh 3 
Rhodes cf 4 
Budde c 2 

Rice (59-14) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl 

Totals 35 2 10 2 

Score by Innings 
OSU 000 100 010 
Rice 010 020 31X 

Wil l iams If 
Smith 2b 
Thames ss 
Ford rf 
Berg dh 
Gray cf 
Baker l b 
Curry c 
Fox 3b 
Totals 

R H E 
— 2 1 0 2 
— 7 13 0 

3 "1 
1 2 
1 0 
1 1 
1 1 

E — Gasparino 2(36); DP — OSU 1, Rice 2; LOB — 
OSU 12, Rice 7; 2B — Becerra (10) , Smith (12) , 
Curry (12); 3B — Wil l iams (9) ; HR — Rhodes (7) , 
Gray (20); SB — Rhodes (6) ; CS —Ford (5) ; SH — 
Thames (7); SF — Berg (6) 

IP H R ER BB SO 
OSU 
Smith 
Rushing 
Rice 
Baugh 
Nichols 

6.0 

2.0 

7.2 
1.1 

10 6 4 
3 1 1 

9 2 2 
1 0 0 

1 1 0 
1 2 

4 5 
1 2 

Win — Baugh 12-2; Loss — Smith 9-6; Save 

Win — Gil 12-0; Nichols 15-4; Save — None; WP — 
Nichols (14) ; HBP — by Ramos (MRodriguez) 

Attendance — 23,267 

RICE 8 SOUTHWESTERN LA. 3 

Score by Innings R H E 
Rice 000 212 012 — 8 9 1 
USL 000 020 100 — 3 8 2 

RICE 10 SOUTHWESTERN LA. 1 

Score by Innings R H E 
Rice 202 100 302 — 10 14 0 
USL 000 0 0 1 0 0 0 — 1 4 0 

SOUTHWESTERN LA. 12 RICE 8 

Score by Innings R H E 
USL 030 200 610 — 12 16 2 
Rice 040 020 110 — 8 12 3 

RICE 15 TEXAS TECH 11 

Score by Innings R H E 
Rice 0 2 ( 1 0 ) 0 3 0 000 — 15 15 3 
Texas Tech 000 1 3 1 600 — 1 1 16 2 

TEXAS TECH 1 RICE 3 

Score by Innings R H E 
Texas Tech 000 000 0 0 1 — 1 5 0 
Rice 100 000 002 — 3 8 2 

RICE 27 WISCONSIN-MIL. 1 

Score by Innings R H E 
Rice 546 310 233 — 27 33 2 
UWM 000 000 100 — 1 9 4 

RICE 6 RUTGERS 1 

Score by Innings R H E 
Rice 200 103 000 — 6 1 1 0 
Rutgers 000 000 100 — 1 7 0 

WISCONSIN-MIL. 8 RICE 4 

Score by Innings R H E 
UWM 022 0 2 1 100 — 8 15 4 
Rice 400 000 002 — 4 10 1 

Relax,it's only 
your future we're 

talking about. 
Classes starting soon in Rice Village! 

GRE September 25 
GMAT October 13 
LSAT October 16 

MCAT December 4 

1 - 8 0 0 - K A P - T E S T 
kaptest.com AOL keyword: kaplan 

L S m i G i v i A f l ^ 

K a p l a n g e t s y o u in. 

Work for the Thresher. 
Send e-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Rice women fall short at NCAAs 
Teteris, Anderson, 1,600-meter relay squad fail to qualify for finals 

by Jose Luis Cubria 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

F o u r Owls r e p r e s e n t e d t h e 
women's outdoor track and field 
team at the NCAA Championships 
in Boise, Idaho, June 2-5. 

Freshman AimeeTeteris opened 
competition for the Owls in the 
qualifying heats for the 800-meter 
run. 

She finished seventh in her heat 
with a time of 2 minutes, 16.19 sec-
onds and did not advance to the 
finals. 

Teter is re turned to the track as 
a member of the Owls' 1,600-meter 
relay team, along with sophomores 
Kelly A n d e r s o n and K e i s h a 
Rober tson and junior Margare t 

Fox. 
The team finished fifth in its heat 

by posting a time of 3:40.36, leaving 
them short of qualification for the 
finals. 

Anderson also competed in the 
400-meter dash, where she finished 
fifth in her heat with a time of 54.67 
seconds, and did not advance to the 
finals. 

** The final member of the Rice con-
tingent was sophomore Rhian Clarke, 
who competed in the pole vault. 

Clarke finished 13th overall with 
a jump of 12 feet, 1.5 inches. 

The University of Texas women 
edged the University of California at 
Los Angeles by just two points in a 
near-repeat of the 1998 Champion-
ships. That year, the Longhorns beat 

the Bruins by five points for the 
national title. 

TheOwlsdidnot collect any team 
points. 

On the men's side, the Univer-
sity of Arkansas defended its na-
t ional c h a m p i o n s h i p , f in i sh ing 
seven points ahead of Stanford Uni-
versity. 

Like the women, the top two 
teams were the same as a year ago. 
In 1998, the Razorbacks beat the 
Cardinal by 7.5 points. 

The Rice men did not have any 
NCAA qualifiers. 

The men's and women's cross 
country teams kick off their seasons 
next weekend when they host the 
Rice Cross Country Relays at Buf-
falo Bayou Sept. 3. 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Graham wins national 
Coach of the Year 

After leading the Rice baseball 
team to its fourth straight confer-
ence championship and its first-
ever College World Series win, 
Head Coach Wayne Graham was 
named Coach of the Year by Base-
ball America. 

"This is really gratifying," Gra-
ham said. "I'm happy that Baseball 
America is able to recognize the 
accomplishments of this team and 
staff, because this award is a re-
flection of what we did as a team in 
1999." - „ . 

Graham led the Owls to a 59-15 
record and their second trip to the 
College World Series. The Owls 
never left the top 10 in any na-
tional poll during 1999, gaining 
the No. 1 position over eight weeks 
of the regular season and finish-
ing at No. 5, the highest in the 
history of the program. 

Graham's recognition marked 
t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t Baseball 
America has honored the coach 
of a Texas college in the award's 
19-year history. 

LSU guard to play 
men's hoops at Rice 

Guard Omar Mance will trans-
* fer from Louisiana State Univer-

sity taRice, men's basketball Head 
Coach Willis Wilson announced 
June 8. 

Mance, a 6-foot-2 sophomore 
from Stone Mountain, Ga., started 
in 10 games for the Tigers, who 
finished 12-15 last year. He aver-
aged 3.3 points, 1.9 rebounds and 
1.3 assists in 19.0 minutes per . 
game. 

"Omar will be a t remendous 
asset to our program," Wilson said. 
"He gives you everything you 
need. He is as complete a player as 
we have in our program, but what 
is most important are the intan-
gibles. He has great instincts and 
plays with great intellect. He just 
has a great feel for the game of 
basketball." 

Mance will not be allowed to 
play until the 2000-2001 season 
and will have three seasons of eli-
gibility remaining. 

Mance joins guard Michael 
Walton and forwards J a y Chris-
tian, Kevin Craig and Brandon 
Evans as Rice newcomers for the 
1999-2000 season. 

Golf coach Martin 
plays in U.S. Amateur 

Golf Head Coach Greg Martin 
was among the 312-person field 
comj&ting in the 1999 U.S. Ama-
teur Championship Aug. 16-22 in 
Pebble Beach, Calif. 

Mar t i n s h o t back- to -back 
r o u n d s of 80 d u r i n g t h e 
tournament ' s first and second 
rounds, giving him a two-day total 

of 160. 
Only the top 64 players ad-

vanced to the tournament ' s third 
day and the beginning of match 
play competition. The cut was 
se t at 152, m e a n i n g Mar t in 
m i s s e d a d v a n c i n g by e i g h t 
s t rokes . 

Martin was playing in his third 
U.S. Amateur, but just his first 
since 1991. He did not advance 
into match play in either of the two 
previous events. 

'To play in the U.S. Amateur is 
an incredibly exciting opportu-
nity," Martin said. "It is great for 
the Rice program to have a coach 
who can tee it up in an event of this 
magnitude." 

Women's track fills 
roster with six recruits 

The women's track and field 
team signed six athletes to na-
tional letters-of-intent over the 
summer. 

Allison Beckford, a native of 
Westmoreland, Jamaica, was the 
1998 World Junior runner-up in 
the 400-meter hurdles. 

Tanya Wright, from Beaumont, 
Alberta, took the silver medal in 
the 1999 Junior Pan American 
Games for the 800-meter run. 

Alice Falaiye of Brampton, 
Ontario, was the Canadian Senior 
Championship runner-up in the 
long jump. 

Summer Bell of Salt Lake City 
and Bonnie Bryan of Houston 
will participate in cross country 
and run distance events for the 
Owls. 

Rebecca Perry, from St. Louis, 
was the state runner-up in the triple 
jump. 

The six freshman complete the 
Owls' roster for the upcoming sea-
son. 

Men's track garners 
three more signings 

Men's t rack and field Head 
Coach Ray Davidson announced 
that th ree a th le tes signed na-
tional letters-of-intent over the 
summer . 

Ryan Harlan of Waco took 
third place in the 4A state cham-
pionships in the high hurdles and 
will also compete for Rice in the 
high jump, where h e has posted 
a career-best mark of 6-feet, 11 
inches. 

. Frank Miller Jr. of.Schertz, a 
graduate of Clemens High School, 
compe ted primari ly in hurd le 

•events and placed sixth at the state 
4A meet last year with a time of 
14.22 seconds in the 110-meter 
hurdles. 

He posted his career-best time 
of 13.70 in the 110 hurdles at the 
regional championships his senior 
year and'took second place in the 
event. 

V a u g h n Walwyn of Sou th 
Houston High School in Pasa-

dena, whose track and field ca-
r e e r b e g a n h i s s e n i o r year , 
earned five district champion-
ships in his first season of com-
petition. 

He brings s t rength to field 
events, having earned the district 
title in the long jump, with a mark 
of 24 1/2 feet, the high jump with 
a mark of 6 feet, 8 inches, and the 
triple jump, with a mark of 45 feet, 
10 inches. 

He earned district honors in 
track as well, with a first-place fin-
ish in the 100-meter dash at the 
district meet with a time of 10.68 
and the 200-meter dash, with a 
time of 21.82. 

Longtime UTEP coach 
Haskins calls it quits 

The road through the Western 
Athletic Conference became a little 
less bumpy for the men's basket-
ball team Tuesday when a living 
legend stepped down. 

Don Haskins, a member of the 
Basketball Hall of Fame and the 
man credited with revolutionizing 
race relations in the world of col-
lege basketball, retired after nearly 
four decades at the University of 
Texas at El Paso. 

"This is it. I'm off the hot seat," 
the 69-year-old Haskins told the 
A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s b e f o r e an-
nouncing his re t i rement in, ap-
propriately, the Don Haskins 
Center. 

Haskins ranks 10th on the all-
time college career victory list with 
a 719-353 record. His teams won 
seven WAC titles and reached the 
NCAA tournament 14 times. 

But Haskins became part of 
sports and sociological history 
because of a controversial coach-
ing decision in 1966 national cham-
pionship game, when UTEP was 
still known as Texas Western. 

Against the top-ranked Univer-
sity of Kentucky's all-white start-
ing five, Haskins — who is also 
white — did the unthinkable and 
sent out an all-black starting lineup. 
Texas Western upset tneWildcats 
72-65, shocking one of college 
basketbal l ' s most storied pro-
grams. 

T h e move h a s s ince been 
hailed as a turning point in the 
integration of college basketball, 
and it led to Haskins receiving 
baskets of hate mail from people 
who weren't ready to face the re-
ality of blacks in college basket-
ball. 

"When he was able to win that 
national, championship against 
Adolph Rupp's all-white team, it 
changed the look of the game for-
ever," Oklahoma State University 
Head Coach Eddie Sutton told the 
Associated Press. 

Rice plays UTEP twice this 
year. The Owls visit El Paso Jan. 
29 and host the Miners Feb. 24 at 
Autry Court. 

Source: Associated Press, Aug. 
24. * 

EARN $$, HAVE FUN 

Wanted: creative playmate for our highly 
verbal, even-tempered 21/* yr old 

daughter. 3 hrs/day, 2-4 days/wk. Flexible 
schedule. 4 blks from Rice Village. 

2nd language a plus. 
Call 713-661-3689 

$ 

clothing 
without ° 

limits 

9 

Cash For 
Clothes 
Profit from your 

closet. Bring your 

perfectly good clothes 

cash on the 

. Buy. Sell. 

Trade. 

Day 
Our ever-changing 

inventory is unique 

and exciting. Come 

shop where recycling 

is always in style. 

IC 
& 

I 

1614 Westheimer 

713-523-8701 
(U'luecn Dunlavy & Montrose) 

www.buffaloexchange.com 

http://www.buffaloexchange.com
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Rice University Students: 
WELCOME TO A NEW SEMESTER! 

Rice University is a special place, 
bringing the warmth of a small 

community with the high standards 
of one of the best institutions in the 
world. Rice will provide you with the 
tools to succeed, but it is up to you to 
provide the drive and effort. The 
choices you make here will influence 
your professional and personal life in 
profound ways. 

Our lives have been deeply 
influenced by a specific decision that 
we have made. We believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. He taught 
according to His Father's will, lived a 
sin-free life, and bore our sins when , t-
He was crucified. After being buried, 
He rose physically from the dead and 
made several appearances to His 
disciples. He then ascended into 
heaven where He lives eternally. He 
desires to forgive the sins of all 
people and to draw them into a 
loving relationship with His Father. 
Jesus Christ said, "\ am the way, the 

(signed) 

truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except me." 

We encourage you to know God 
through a personal relationship with 
His Son. This can occur through 
prayer, studying the Bible, attending 
a local church and participating in 
various campus ministries. 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are 
committed to treating all members of 
the Rice community with respect, 
even if we do not agree with their 
views. Furthermore, we will not 
make any academic or other 
professional judgments based on 
race, religion (or lack thereof), sex, 
sexual orientation, or national or 

origin. 
-s.. • ,r:.; 

ggi :: ' ' 

It is our prayer that you will have a 
safe, successful, and fun school year, 
and that Jesus Christ will guide you 
into all truth. 

Robert '"Corky" Cartwright, Professor of Computer Science 
John W. Freeman, Professor of Space Physics and Astronomy 
Frank Jones, Professor of Mathematics 
Patricia Reiff, Professor of Space Physics and Astronomy 
Dale Spence, Professor of Kinesiology 
James M. Tour, Professor of Chemistry 
Richard A. Wolf, Professor of Space Physics and Astronomy 

ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR BY THE RICE CHAPTER OF CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST 
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Chicken soup and Nyquil 
Elizabeth Jardina 

* 

f|: % g j 
: v. 

Welcome to college. Your mom is not here to provide chicken soup 
when you get sick, and your roommate is unlikely to be sympathetic if you 
throw up all over her lap. You are going to get sick. Be sure you understand 
your options, and please take advantage of them before you give the flu 
to everyone at your college. 

W H A T IS H E A L T H 
SERVICES? 

Health Services is an primary-
care clinic, located in the Old Sec-
tion of Hanszen. Primary care means 
that they don't do anything really 
complicated there, but they can re-
fer you to other doctors or clinics if 
you have a serious or specialized 
health issue. 

W H E N IS IT OPEN? 
During the fall and spring semes-

ters, clinic hours are from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
For after-hours and weekend care, 
you can either go to another doctor 
— which is kind of a complicated 
process—or you can wait until Mon-
day morning and get an appoint-
ment at Health Services. Most Rice 
students do the latter. 

Health Services 

(713) 527-4966 

Campus Police 

(713) 527-6000 

Peer Health 

Information and 

Support 

(713) 569-4000 

Rice Counseling 

Center 

(713) 527-4867 

HOW DO I GET A N 
A P P O I N T M E N T ? 

Call Health Services to arrange 
an appointment, which will usually 
be that day or the next. If you don't 
like the time of your appointment, 
tell a nurse, who will assess your 
need and decide whether you are at 
risk if your appointment is delayed. 

W H E R E IS IT? 
To find Health Services, go to the 

well-labeled door in the Hanszen Old 
Section (when you're looking at the 
commons, that's on your right) and 
sign in. That's it. 

W H O WILL I SEE THERE? 
The two doctors at the Health 

Services clinic are Dr. Mark Jenkins 
(a Will Rice College associate and 
admirable Beer-Biker) and Dr. Stacy 
Ware, who was made a full-time 
member of the staff last spring. You 

are welcome to request the services 
of a doctor of a particular gender. 

WHAT ABOUT 
EMERGENCIES? 

If you have a medical emergency, 
you can call Health Services at (713) 
527-4966 during work hours, or Cam-
pus Police at any time. It is very 
important that you not call 911 be-
fore you call the Campus Police. 

The Campus Police will arrange 
for emergency care more quickly 
and will provide accurate directions 
on how to get to you, which can be 
tricky to explain to a 911 dispatcher 
off-campus. It s e e m s 
counterintuitive, but calling 911 will 
always slow down emergency re-
sponse time. For Campus Police, 
call (713) 527-6000. 

HOW M U C H 
DOES IT COST? 

The good news is that when you 
or your parents paid the barrage of 
small-ish fees before Orientation 
Week, one of them was the annual 
student health service fee, which 
gives you access to the Student 
Health Services and to the Rice Coun-
seling Center. 

Hea l th Services, 
provides t h e fol lowing 
serv ices for f ree: 

Primary care for illness and 
injury with referral to spe-
cialists when needed, 

Maintenance of health 
records for ail students, 

Most immunizations, 

%. Contraceptive counseling 
^ and routine Pap smears, 

^ Allergy shots, 

Physical examinations (e^g., 
for employment), 

V Consultations before travel 
• to foreign countries. 

WHERE CAN I GET 
HEALTH-RELATED 

INFORMATION 
ANONYMOUSLY? 

An excellent source of informa-
tion is the Rice Women's Resource 
Center. The RWRC has a well-
stocked library of information about 
sexual health. Also, there's almost 
always a knowledgeable volunteer 
willing to talk about almost any is-
sue, health-related or otherwise. 

The best source for absolutely 
anonymous information about 
sexual health is the Peer Health and 
Information Support line. The people 
at PHIS can talk to you about every-
thing from masturbation to AIDS. 
Their resources are massive and 
they'll have every phone number 
and statistic you could possibly need. 

Amelia 
Pousson and 
Dick pose for 
the camera 
during the 
Jones Col-
lege scaven-
ger hunt 
Tuesday. 

We have committees, meetings, 
money and parties all dedicated to 
the single-minded pursuit and con-
trol of beer at Rice. We have even 
named the premier Rice event of 
the year after the stuff. Beer is an 
integral part of Rice life. So this 
column is about beer: how to refuse 
it, how to drink it and how to sur-
vive it. These are the rules of beer 

INFORMATION FOR 
BEGINNERS 

Not everybody drank in high 
school. In fact, a number of your 
new student neighbors who claim 
to have drunk every night are 
probably thinking of the time they 
drank the foam off Dad's beer in 
November 1997. Not everybody 
drinks in college. But, most people 
who drink in college drink beer. 

By far the most popular alco-
holic beverage at Rice, beer is kind 
of brow-n watery stuff with foam 
and bubbles. If it 
contains tequila, 
it's not beer. If it is 
clear, it's not beer 
even if it has a 
heavy aftertaste 
and bubbles. 

Some beers 
contain wheat or 
fruit. These are 
commonly re-
ferred to as 
"woman beers," 
but I have seen 
many men enjoying the lighter 
taste of a good wheat beer. 

COMMON SENSE 
This isn't very hard. If you don't 

feel like drinking, don't drink. 
While it is unlikely that you will be 
forced to drink, you may feel un-
comfortable being the only one in 

the room without a flimsy plastic 
cup in your hand. However, if 
you've never been drunk before, 
think just how much more of an 
idiot you'd look if you were acting 
like, well, an idiot. Go get some 
water or a Coke. 

W A T C H I N G Y O U R BACK 
Certain substances, such as 

Rohypnol and gamma hydroxy bu-
tyrate, otherwise known as GHB, 
dissolve quickly and easily in beer. 
These drugs are frequently used 
to facilitate date rape. Pour your 
own beer, and don't take your eye 
off it even for a minute. After all, it's 
precious stuff. 

KEG, BOTTLE, CAN ... 
FORGET IT . J U S T POUR 

IT IN MY HANDS. 
Everybody's got her favorite 

brands for different occasions. 
Maybe it's Shiner for parties and' 

Miller Lite 
for Frisbee 
golf. It's all a 
matter of 
p e r s o n a l 
taste. Gen-
erally, keep 
in mind that 
beer in a 
bottle al-
ways tastes 
better than 
beer from a 
can (mmm 

... aluminum). Keg beer is a party-
specific beverage because only at 
parties does that much foam seem 
more kinky than disgusting. 

SPEAKING OF KEGS: 
T H E ALCOHOL POLICY 

You may know this already, but 
here's the situation. To get a keg 

No one should ever drink 

any beverage Yiamed after 

something extinct. 

Purplesaurus Rex Kool Aid 

counts. 

for a party, you must be 21. How-
ever, before you have that party, 
you are now required to register 
your keg with your college's chief 
justice, who will advise you on your 
responsibilities when holding a 
party. If you fail to register your 
keg, you will be fined $200. 

LIQUOR BEFORE BEER, 
BEER BEFORE LIQUOR 

Guess what? It doesn't matter. 
David Hanson, a researcher at the 
State University of New York at 
Potsdam who studies drinking 
among college students, said, "Like 
many other alcohol 'sayings,' this 
one is also a myth." 

So drink in any order you want. 
According to Hanson, what makes 
you sick is drinking too much of 
anything. The process of digesting 
beer also dehydrates your body. 
To avoid getting sick, stop drink-
ing and have some water. 

T H E OTHER 
PARTY DRINK 

Punch tastes like Kool-Aid and 
can contain anything f r o m 
Everclear to fermented monkey 's 
blood. Watch out for the punch. Be 
aware of the punch unknowns. You 
don't know how much alcohol is in 
there. Besides, no one should ever 
drink any beverage named after 
anything extinct. Purplesaurus Rex 
Kool Aid counts. Common sense 
for people who drink: Stick with 
the beer. 

S U M M I N G UP 
For some of you, this is new. 

For some it's old hat. Beer is like 
your mother's milk. Or whatever. 
In any case, the key to drinking 
anything is taking it in modera-
tion. Otherwise, just be careful. 

THE YEARBOOKS 
ARE COMING 

THE 
YEARBOOKS 
ARE COMING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 3 0 
9 AM - 6 PM 

«*» 

Distribution of the 1997-9& and 199&-99 Campaniles 

will be held in the'RMC Grand Hall. 

Any undergraduate who was a registered student 

during those academic years is eligible t o receive the 

appropriate book(s). Please bring your Rice IP. 

Additionally, 1996-97 Campaniles will be available for 
seniors and 5 t h years who haven't picked them up. 

FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT YEARBOOK@RICE.EDU 

mailto:YEARBOOK@RICE.EDU
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RICE COUNSELING CENTER 

GROUP COUNSELING PROGRAMS 

FALL 1 9 9 9 

T h e fo l lowing g r o u p s are be ing o f f e r e d based on s t u d e n t 

interest and s chedu l i ng tl\is Fall. M e m b e r s h i p in g r o u p s is 

l imi ted so call s o o n f o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n . W e look 

forward to hear ing f r o m you. 

Eating/Body Image Concerns Group 
Interpersonal Relationship Group 

Graduate Student Group 

O u r services are conf iden t ia l . Anv current ly enrol led Rice 

s tuden t w h o has paid the health tee is eligible to par t ic ipate . 

T h e r e are n o direct cos t s for s tuden t s us ing the C o u n s e l i n g 

center! Check vour college for notices. 

PLEASE CALL THE R C C AT 

(7 1 3) 5 2 7 - 4 8 6 7 

OR COME BY 3 0 1 A LOVETT HALL 

K/'Ck °ff t fr* New scfr29( 

wftfr ft free BBQ M... 

Hillel! 
Who : All Jewish students 

What: Food, friends, and fun 
When: Sunday, Aug. 29th 

from 4-7 pm 
Where: Hillel Student Center, 

1700 Bissonnet (at Dunlavy) 
(Cor i n f ° , cd>(( ( 7 1 3 ) 526-4918 

a special musical experience... 

RICE J A Z Z 
wi th D i rec tor of Jazz Studies, Larry S lezak 

Rice Jazz Ensemb le a n d Rice Jazz L a b o f fe r 
b o t h b i g b a n d a n d small e n s e m b l e pe r f o r -
m a n c e oppor tun i t i es . O p e n aud i t i ons a r e 
h e l d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e fall semes te r for 
p l a c e m e n t on ly . O n e a c a d e m i c c r e d i t hou r 
m a y b e e a r n e d (MUSI 342). Jazz i m p r o v 
lessor^ a r e also a v a i l a b l e (MUSI 345). For 
m o r e i n fo rma t i on , c o n t a c t Larry Slezak a t t h e 
Rice Bands D e p a r t m e n t : 

E-ma i l : tenorone@rice.edu o r themob@r ice .edu 
Cal l : 1-800-WHY-RICE (949-7423) 

or in Houston (713) 527-6018 
Web Site: http:/ /www.ruf.nce.edu/~themob 

WHERETO GET YOU* BOOKS 

Campus Store vs. Online 
« > > K I S' 

BUYING your textbooks no longer is limited to going to the Rice Campus 
Store, roaming cluttered aisles looking for your classes, standing in an intoler-
ably long line and then handing the cashier an unbelievable amount of 
money. In the past years, the Internet free market revolution has produced 
Web sites devoted to selling textbooks to college students. 

The Thresher examines four of these websites to determine how their 
prices compare to those of the Campus Store. To conduct the study, we 
chose six textbooks in the store that represented a wide mix of introductory 
classes at Rice (see box below). We then entered the ISBNs, the universal 
serial number all books have, and when we were finished, we examined the 
prices of our "shopping cart." Additionally, we examined the standard shipping 
charges of these companies and what their return policies were. We also 
calculated the prices of the Campus Store as a basis of comparison. 

AMAZON.COM 
The most well known of all online 

bookstores, Amazon.com has the 
most expensive total price and the 
biology book has a one-to two-week 
backorder. 
SHIPPING: $3 plus $0.95 per book 
RETURN POUCY: 30 days to re-
turn any book in its original condi-
tion. 
PROS: Dependable reputation, long 
return policy. 
CONS: Expensive, did not have all 
the books presently in stock. 

BIGWORDS.COM 
Bigwords.com has the best prices 

of any place reviewed. Their Web 
site indicated they also have a large 
selection of used textbooks that they 
offer at 10 to 25 percent cheaper 
than their already good new prices. 
However, opting for these used 
books could slow shipping times 
down considerably. 
SHIPPING: Free for orders more 
than $35. 
RETURN POLICY: 14 days to return 
any book in its original condition. 
PROS: Least expensive, has many 

cheap used book options, unbeat-
able shipping. 
CONS: short return period, slow 
shipping for used books, not as well 
known. 

BN.COM/TEXTBOOKS.COM 
Textbook.com uses the same 

Barnes & Noble inventory as 
BN.com, the official Barnes & Noble 
Web site. The only differences be-
tween the sites is a different layout 
and BN.com seems to be much faster 
on Owlnet. The chemistry book has 
a one-to two-week shipping delay at 
press time. 
SHIPPING: $3 plus $0.95 per book. 
RETURN POUCY: 30 days to re-
turn any book in any condition. 
PROS: Dependable reputation, good 
return policy. 
CONS: Not all books presently in 
stock. 

CAMPUS STORE 
The Campus Store in the RMC is 

where most Rice students buy tfieir 
textbooks. Availablility of books usu-
ally is not a problem, and when a 
book has not arrived, professors are 

understanding. Also, it's the best 
place to find all the details about a 
book — such as the author, ISBN or 
edition. 
SHIPPING: n/a, but tax is 8.25 per-
cent. 
RETURN POLICY: Can return 
books during the first two weeks of 
classes. 
PROS: A known retailer, large sup-
ply, some used books. 
CONS: Long lines, more ex-
pensive, short return policy. 

VARSITYBOOKS.COM 
Well-advertised, textbook-only 

Web seller has reasonable prices for 
textbooks.The biology book was out 
of stock so the order could not be 
completed. 
SHIPPING: Two-day UPS shipping 
for $4.95 with guaranteed delivery 
in one to three days. 
RETURN POU€Y: 30 days to re-
turn any book in its original condi-
tion. 
PROS: Fast, cheap delivery, 
long return policy, good prices. 
CONS: Not as well-known, less se-
lection. 

Prices in dollars for textbooks from six different classes at 5 different retailers 

BIOS 2 0 1 EC0N211 ENGL 260 ENGL 362 FREN 1 0 1 HIST 200 
Amazon 
BigWords 
Barnes & Noble 
VarsityBooks 
Campus Store 

99 .05 
86 .48 
64.92 
n / a 
93 .00 

61.10 
39.98 
57.75 
51.94 
57.33 

56 .45 
49 .28 
52 .75 
47.98 
53 .00 

10 .40 
12.09 
10 .40 
9.75 
13.00 

69 .60 
45.57 
65 .75 
59 .16 
65 .50 

45 .45 
39 .70 
42 .75 
38.63 
42 .75 

BOLD denotes the best price for a book 

Total price for each retailer 

Amazon 
BigWords 
Barnes & Noble 
VarsityBooks 

Campus Store 

$459 .95 + $9.65 shipping = $469 .60 
$376 .04 + $0 shipping = $376 .04 
$405 .07 + $9 .65 shipping = $414 .72 
$307 .68 + $4 .95 shipping = $312 .63 

$428 .33 + $35 .34 tax = $463 .67 

(Note: BIOS 2 0 1 book 
not available) 

Books used for comparisons 

BIOS 201 Biology - Interactive Study Guide 
ECON 211 Principles of Microeconomics 
ENGL 260 The Harper Single Volume American Literature 
ENGL 362 Light in August 
FREN 101 Deux Mondes: A Communicative Approach 
HIST 200 The Ancient World: A Social and Cultural History 

WILL 2 0 5 
introduction to journalism in a campus environment 

3 p.m. Monday, Bio Lab 123. 

mailto:tenorone@rice.edu
mailto:orthemob@rice.edu
http://www.ruf.nce.edu/~themob
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friday AUG 27 
j 

Freshmen REGISTER for classes 

today. 

The Ebony Opera Guild presents 

PUCCINI'S "TOSCA" at 
Miller Outdoor Theater<m Hermann Park 

at 8:30 p.m. tonight and Saturday. For 

t icket information, call (713) 284-8350. 

Saturday ana 28 
O-WEEK OUTREACH 
D A Y offers a wide range of options 

for community service work in Houston, 

including the Houston Area Women's 

Center, Habitat for Humanity, thS Star 

of Hope shelter and the Humane 

Society. 

Welcome back, 

UPPERCLASSMENi 
Returning students can begin moving 

into the colleges at noon. 

Catch the musical IT MIGHT 
AS WELL BE SWING" at 
Miller Outdoor Theater at 11 a.m. For 

more information, call (713) 284-8350. 

Check out the Johnson Space Center 

BALLUNER LIFTOFF 
FESTIVAL in scenic Clear Lake. 

One hundred hot-air balloons, rocket 

launches, demonstrations, rides, games 

and food — you may never want to 

leave. The festival runs August 27 to 

29. For more information, call (281) 

488-7676. 

Since you're at the Johnson Space 

Center already, drop by their OPEN 
HOUSE. See shuttles and mission 

control, learn about astronaut training, 

and enjoy a Clear Lake Symphony 

Orchestra concert. Call (281) 244-5312 

for more info. 

Sunday AUG 29 

The STUDENT CENTER 
OPEN HOUSE takes place 

from 6 to 10 p.m. 

The Real Theatre Company presents 

"DEATH AND THE 
MAIDEN" by Chilean playwright 

Ariel Dorfman at the Main Street Theatre 

on Times Blvd. at 2 p.m. All profits go to 

Amnesty International. Show runs 

through Sept. 12. 

monday AUG 30. 

u s the FIRST DAY OF 
CLASSES for the fall semester. 

REGISTRATION for continuing 

undergraduate and graduate students 

runs through Sept. 3. 

Pick up copies of the 1997-'98 and 

1998-'99 CAMPANILE in the 
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Calendar 
Rice Memorial Center Grand Hall from 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Wednesday SEPT 1 

The VOLLEYBALL team 

takes on Southwest Texas State at 7 

p.m. in Autry Court. 

friday SEPT 3 

Today is the FINAL 
REGISTRATION day for 
continuing students. 

Get involved at the ACTIVITIES 
FAIR in the Grand Hall and Ray 

Courtyard this afternoon. For more 

information, call (713) 285-5115. 

Cheer on the men's and women's cross 

country teams at the RICE 
CROSS COUNTRY 
RELAYS , beginning at 6:30 p.m at 

Buffalo Bayou. 

Wind down from the first week of classes 

with drinks, food and dancing at the 

FIRST PARTY OF THE 
YEAR in the Wiess Acabowl from 10 

p.m. to 2 a.m. 

The ANN ARBOR FILM 
FESTIVAL TOUR comes to 

the Museum of Fine Arts Houston today 

and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. Admission is 

$5, $ 1 discount for students. 

Graduate students and faculty and staff 

members are invited to the 

GRADUATE STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION FALL 
PICNIC . The picnic will be held from 

4 to 8 p.m. on the lawn outside Valhalla. 

Calendar submit items: 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Calendar 
Editor, The Rice Thresher, MS-524. 

* by FAX*0
 Calendar Editor. (713) 

285-5238. 
• by E-MAIL to thresher@rice.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 

available at the Student Activities Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 

The DEADLINE for ail items is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

REALITY: 

YOU'D LIKE TO CONNECT WITH A GREAT ORGANIZATION. 

VIRTUAL REALITY: 

w w w . p w c g l o b a l . c o m / o c p 

PRICB/VAfERHOUs^OOPERS i 
Join us. Together we can change the world. SM 

i> I')') 9 f'rn n\\',ltcrfmu',fL(X>/ifrs III', fr»V e\\,iterhouse( oo/>cr<, refers to the I .S firm nl I'rucw.ilerhiHisci ooprr s i I /' .md othci meml* 

nl flu- worldwide Pru e\\.iti'rhonse( oopee- orft.mi/, ilion Wo .ur / not id to bo .w Mfirm.ttiw \i //<-/if i/i/.W ()/)/>ortunit\ fm/>lo\rr 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.pwcglobal.com/ocp
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25 things to do before 
you graduate from Rice 

• Run Club 13. 

• Egg a teacher. 

• Start a riot. 

• Bring your freshmen 
to pick up a crack 
whore. 

• Steal Dr. Smalley's 
Nobel Prize. 

• Melt it down to plate 
your toilet. 

• Blow up another 
college (i.e. Wiess). 

• Contract VD. 

• Eat lentil stew. 

• Eat your professor ' s 
lentil stew. 

• When he gets angry, 
return it by purging. 

• Intentionally ma im 
yourself. 

• Get name mentioned 
on the backpage next 
to a picture of a camel 
in heat. 

H Get caught 
masturbating. 

n Take a joy ride in Dr. 
Smal ley 's Lotus. 

m Wreck it ' cause you 
were totally blasted, 

is Just for fun, call INS 
on your roommate . 

• Vomit and/or urinate 
on your midterm. 

» Get your mas te r ' s kid 
smashed. 

m Swim in President 
Gill is 's pool. 

m Get drunk with Gillis 
and help him toss his 
cats in the pool. 

m Get shot by Campus 
Police. 

§® Fail out of Rice. 

m Come back and set fire 
to the Pub. 

m Run for SA president. 

Addendum to Courses Offered — Fall 1999 
The following courses did not make the print deadline for the course 
bulletin, so Rice has taken out this space to list them. Sorry for the 
inconvenience and we hope that you will consider these excellent new 
courses. 

Sincerely, 

ECON 461 URBAN SURVIVAL 
In this hands-on course, students will be dumped naked 

in the middle of Third Ward to see how well their eco-
nomic models work as they caluclate how much they can 
sell their hair and teeth for. 
001 MWF 12:05AM-07:00AM BSDM*180 Kelley, T.G. 

COMP 314 AVOIDING SEX 
Just in case there are some strange, eccentric women 

out there who would normally dig your pale, corpse like 
complexion and overwhelming B.O., this course will help 
you avoid them altogether by teaching the essentials of 
continously playing Quake 3 and reinstalling Linux. 
001 MWF 01:00PM-02:50AM B*4 Staff 

CHEM 151 MY SWEET ASS 
This course has been redesigned around the 

instructor's particular needs and desires and will 
feature a daily discussion of his sweet, sweet ass. 
001 MWF 01:00PM-01:50PM BH*180 Smalley, Dick 

CXVX 464/WXBS 101 RAW SEWAGE 
Introduction to the removal of sewage from unfavorable 

areas such as cesspools into vast, ugly and forgotten 
wastelands - like Robert Lundin's room. 
001 MWF 12:00PM-12:00PM A.H.S.S. Noble, C. 

SPAC 230 STARINO INTO THE SUN UNTIL YOUR EYES BLEED 
In this laboratory you will know pain. Know pain like 

I have known pain, you BASTARDS!!! 
001 MWF 6:54AM-07:52PM PL*AMP Zorgon 

ENVX 434 ECO-TERROR!SN 
Here you will learn how to destjggy the environment for 

no other reason than that you are really mean. You will 
also learn how to deal with those five pesky kids and 
their wily, superhero sidekick. Damn you Captain Planet! 
DSfhm you to hell! 
001 MWF 01«. 00PM-01:50PM COLT*45 Smogman, Dastardly 

BAKE 201 INTERMEDIATE PIMPING AND CRACK PUSHING 
Enrollment limited to 8 Baker College freshmen. 

001 MWF 01:00PM-01:50PM VD*3 Levy, M. 

CHEM 213 BAKING CRACK ROCK 
Laboratory. Concurrent enrollment in BAKE 201 required. 

001 MWF 01:00PM-01:50PM GOP*99 Bush, G.W. 

HPER 302 ADVANCED TANTRIC 
This course is held in secret, 

a DAMN thing. 
We're not telling you 

Thresher Staff Misclass 
Everyone was too lazy this 
summer to submit misclass, so 
here is some of our own. 

"Breasts are NOT superficial." 

"Is there a derogatory ethnic slur 
for Canadians?" 

"I think I rubbed the head off 
this one." 
— Anonymous Thresher editor, 
trying to light a match on his 
crotch. 

"I'm becoming infertile just 
listening." 
As are we all. 

Tve got my dribbling Stoler 
fetish." 
— Anonymouse Thresher editor 

"Squirrels are fuzzy, unless 
they're dead and molting." 
But so much tastier. 

"I don't want my eyes to get 
gonnorhea." 
When eyeball condoms are not 
enough— 

"The problem is 7 isn't divisible 
by much." 
— Anonymous backpage editor. 
OK, I'm a dumbass. 

"Brian sucks in a powerful 
manner." 

"What's a servery?" 
— Silly freshman. 

"Ooh, I haven't ever seen this 
hole before." 

OK, now you've seen how it 
works. Start sending in misclass 
to backpage@rice.edu. 

MALCOLM WARDLAW/THRESHER 

Jones Senior Andrew House poses on top of Brown College. 

The 'Rice was fun, but now I'm scared and want to go home' classified ads 
HOUSING 
NON-SMOKING prof, seeks similar 
to share large 3-bed, 2-bath house near 
Shephard & Alabama. Central A/C, 
garage, many pluses. $550/month + 
1/2 utilities. Nopets. Deposit required. 
Andrew (713) 529-9206. 

HELP WANTED 
CHARMING, NEWLY renovated ga-
rage apartment in prime West Univer-
sity location. Private ent rance and 
Deck. Cable, gas, and electric included. 
$550 per month. (713) 349-9645. 

AFTER SCHOOL Care. One girl. 2:30-
5 pm, M-F, Car reqd, Memorial area, 
Call Anne: (281) 870-7737 wk, (713) 
932-6890 hm. 

EGG DONOR wanted: Mediterranean 
or Middle Eastern background, ages 
20-28, excellent health with a good 
family health history. Donor will be 
compensa ted for he lp ing a family 
achieve t h e i r d r e a m . Con tac t u s 
bsm68801@aol.com. 

BENNIGAN'S @ KIRBY. We are accept-
ing applications for enthusiastic serv-
ers. Apply at 3963 Kirby. M-F 3-5 pm. 

TUTORS WANTED. Learning2, a pri-
vate tutorial service, needs part time 
tutors in the following subjects: Math-
ematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
French, Spanish, and Finance. Flex-
ible hours. Excellent pay. Office lo-
cated close to campus. No house calls. 
(713) 528-7085. 

ATTENTION HUNGRY ARTISTS: 
Local greeting card company seeks 
students and experienced graphic de-
sign and illustraitive artists to provide 
artwork for greeting card tags and 
other company needs. This is the per-
fect opportunity for those artists look-
ing to gain experience and create a 
working portfolio. Pay for work is flat 
fee (non-royalty) and commensurate 
with experience. Interested hungry 
artists should fax inquiries and re-
sumes (samples welcome) to (281) 
303-0016. 

ATOMIC BURRITO now hiring. All 
positions, full time or part time begin-
ning Monday, August 30th. Apply in 
person at 3819 Richmond Ave. Or the 
corner of Richmond and Weslyan. 

SEEKING RESPONSIBLE Rice stu-
dent with car for childcare 2:30 to 5:30 
weekday afternoons. Sweet elemen-
tary school child who is fun to work 
with. (713) 661-5185. 

NANNY/MOTHER'S helper Needed. 
Looking for someone who loves chil-
dren to play with my young daughters, 
three to four afternoons a week, occa-
sional saturdays. Must have experi-
ence, excellent references and trans-
portation. Please call (713) 622-3721. 

BABYSITTER NEEDED for 11 year 
old girl that is a sixth grader at Lanier 
Middle School. Must have transporta-
tion to pick up from school and run 
errands. Tues-Thurs, 3:30-6:30. Fri 
1:10-6:00. Ifinterested please call (713) 
526-5652. 

TUTORS WANTED. Winn Tutoring 
is hiring tutors for all high school 
subjects. Earn $15-17/hr. Transpor-
tation is necessary. Please contact 
David (888) 903-3230 or email 
DavidLivy@aol.com. 

CPD TUTORING CENTER is cur-
rently seeking qualified part time tu-
tors. Qualified candidates should have 
good communication skills and tu-
toring experience. Tutors will help 
middle school or high school stu-
dents in different subjects based on 
tutor's strength. Various subjects in-
clude English reading, writing, sci-
ences (chemistry, physics, and biol-
ogy) or SAT preparation. For detailed 
information, please call Dr. Chi-
Chung Chang at (281) 565-1580 

DETAILED, ORGANIZED adminis-
trative assistant for professional or-
ganizat ion. Nepd c o m p u t e r with 
Microsoft Access capability and some 
database experience. 10-15 hours a 
week, your schedule. $12 / h r . Fax 
resume with references to: Dr. Rita 
Justice (713) 528-6577. 

PART-TIME CHILD CARE, gener-
ally Mondays-Thursdays, 4:00-6:00 
PM, $8.00-10.00/hr. depending on ex-
perience, available immediately. We 
would like a student to pick up our 
sons, ages 7 and 10, at Roberts El-
ementary School of Music, other ex-
tracurricular activities or to our home 
and initiate homework. A reliable car 
and good driving record is required. 
Please call (¥13) 6664222 in the evening. 

HOUSEMATE WANTED. Want to 
share my beautiful home with female 
graduate student? Quiet, secure neigh-
borhood, furnished bedroom, full bath, 
dressing room, pool, garage, maid ser-
vice. All bills paid. $420. No smoking or 
pets please. (713) 729-3248. 

FAMILY IN Medical Center area seeks 
s tuden t for evening and w e e k e n d 
childcare for 3 year-old. Knowledge of 
Montessori philosophy and Korean lan-
guage a plus. $7/hour . (713) 383-0441. 

TUTOR NEEDED for West University 
7th grader M-F after school. Car re-
quired. (713) 665-5026. 

RESPONSIBLE FEMALE student with 
own car to pick up mature 11 year-old 
girl from school (Chimney Rock/Me-
morial) and assist with homework and 
snack/dinner at Voss/Memorial home. 
Hours 3:30-6:45 pm Mon-Fri, but flex-
ibility is required as hours may be 
shorter than or go beyond 6:45 on occa-
sion due to parents ' work emergencies . 
$7/hr . Fax resume to (713) 973-8123 
and call (713) 973-1801. 

GREAT JOB for responsible s tudent 
with car! After school care for three 
kids, ages 6 ,9 and 11 in Bellaire home. 
Mon - Fri afternoons (3:00-6:00 pm.) 
Earn $150/week. Call (713) 954-6247 
(day) or (713) 432-1614 (evening). 

NANNY NEEDED to provide af ter 
school child care. Monday - Friday. 
Must have car and baby-sitting refer-
ences. Jobs available in your area. $8-
15/hour. (281) 578-5337. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
ATTENTION! OVER 3,500 Quality 
Products at Discounted Prices, ht tp: / 
/JMTAdvertising.com. 

ATTENTION! WORLD Wide Web Se-
crets! Amazing search engine tips and 
tricks revealed! Plus oveT30 more in-
credible Cyber Secrets! Such as down-
loading up to 100,000 in software for 
free. Call Now! (900) 820-1112 EXT. 
6249. $2.99/min. Must be 18 yrs. serv 
(u) (619) 645-8434. 

PLAZA OB-GYN Chundar Tsai, MD. 
Infections of urinary tract or vagina. 
Pelvic pain, painful or irregular peri-
ods. Contraception. Obstetric care. Pap 
smear & other gynecologic problems. 
Infertility. Tel: (713) 522-3333. 1200 
Binz, Suite 1100. Houston, TX 77004. 

NOTES & NOTICES 
RICE UNIVERSITY is pleased to an-
nounce the beginning of a new cur-
riculum in Neurosciences that will be 
madf available to Rice graduate stu-
dents and advanced undergraduates. 
This initiative is part of a collaboration 
witrh the Baylor College of Medicine 
and promises exciting new opportuni-
ties for Rice students in this rapidly 
advancing field. For information, visit 
www.ruf.rice.edu/~neurosci/ or see 
either Professor Pomerantz or Profes-
sor Osherson in the Department of 
Psychology, Sewall Hall. 

Oh, and here 's a quota, call someone 
who cares. 

mailto:backpage@rice.edu
mailto:bsm68801@aol.com
mailto:DavidLivy@aol.com
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~neurosci/

