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'There was black goo coming 
out of the shower and the toilet' 

by Maya Balakrishnan 
THRESHER hl i l loRIAI STAU 

At around 12:15 a.m. Saturday. 
Wiess College f reshman Marisa 
Levy walked to her bathroom and 
stepped into a mysterious puddle. "I 
turned on the light and [saw that) it 
was brown goo ... there was black 
goo coming out of the shower [drain | 
and out of the toilet. Then I started 
screaming," she said. "1 opened my 
closet and all my shoes were float-
ing." 

Raw sewage backing up through 
bathroom drains filled six Wiess 
rooms with a putrid smell. The sew-
age overflowed into the bathroom 
floors and completely flooded the 
floors of two rooms. "At 12:15 a.m. 
the shower was filled with brown 
water. We called t h e emergency 
maintenance people immediately 
but they didn't get here 'til 1:30a.m.," 
Wiess f reshman Allison Winnike 
said. 

By 2 a.m. the water had covered 
their floor, soaking the carpet and 
staining the tiles underneath. . 

The heads of Food and Housing 
stay in contact with the campus 
through their beepers at all hours of 

the day: also, Facilities and Engi-
neering has plumbers on call 24 
hours a day who respond to emer-
gency campus calls. 

This command and and response 
sequence requires about an hour if a 
call comes in after midnight. Assis-
tant Manager for Food and Housing 
Louisa Maal said. 

Immediately after seeing the first 
signs, Levy and Winnike told people 
about the problem at Friday night's 
public party at Wiess. 

Shortly after the word went out, 
signs were posted on every Wiess 
door instructing students not to use 
the i r s inks, toi lets or showers . 
Flu mbing and cleanup crews worked 
through Friday night, and, by 8 a.m. 
Saturday, Wiess was able to use 
w a t e r , wi thou t r isk of c aus ing 
backflow of sewage. 

Howeve r , on T u e s d a y and 
Wednesday, students complained of 
toilets gurgling whenever someone 
in the room above them flushed. 
Further investigation uncovered the 
source of the problem. Wednesday 
afternoon. F&H workers fed a cam-
era into the sewage pipes to see 
what might have caused the obstruc-

See WIESS. Page <> 

Planning for colleges 9 and 10 begins 
Wiess College students hope for speedy completion of new structure 
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Zaro Visibility," i sculpture 
show of Rico student art, will l» , 9 
hold today from 4 to 7 p,m. In 
tho i s wall Sculpture Courtyard 
TNs sculpture by lawns miss 
(ftid '•?) Is entitled "Altec's 
Caterpillar." Giles said, -The 
curve of the body compelled me 
to name the piece after the 
famous, wise caterpillar who 
smoked a hookah m that classic 
Lewis Carroll tale of a 
blonde gW lost In a trippy 
othorworld.* Hot cocoa and 
apple cider will be served at the 
exhibit. 
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by Joel Hardi 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAR 

. Rice hasn't seen a new college 
since Sid Richardson College was 
completed in 1971. Relations be-
tween'administration and students, 
academs and S/Es , and men and 
women have mellowed since then. 
Now, with t he Dec. 11 Board of Gov-
ernors endorsement of the st rategic 
plan "Rice: The Next Century," the 
university hqs decided to add two 
more colleges — two more build-
ings, two more college governments, 
two more Beer-Bike teams and two 

' m o r e sets of ribald cheers and ar-
cane t radi t ions—to the campus and 
to completely rebuild t f i e s s College 
on its present site. 

The decision not only raises ques-
tions of "when?" and "where?," it 
also has s tudents asking questions 
about enrol lment inc reases and 
shrinking campus green space, as 
well as anticipating the near-end of 
the annual "room jacks," which force 
as many as several dozen students 
each year to live off-campus. 

N ine co l l eges b e c o m e 1 0 
Approval of the plans to build a 

ninth college and rebuild Wiess 
came after a period of a couple of 
years in which President Malcolm 
Gillis and others in the administra-
tion repeatedly suggested that both 
capital projects might soon be un-
dertaken."Both were separately rec-
ommended by the 40th Anniversary 
of the College System Committee 

and the Strategic Planning Commit-
tee last spring, as means of better 
accommodating more of Rice's stu-
dents on-campus. 

The decision to build a 10th col-
lege came someti me "between May 
and November, when the adminis-
tration and board began to construct 
a detailed plan from the planning 
c o m m i t t e e ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 
That decision "emerged as we all 
looked — the faculty, the adminis-
tration and the board — at building 
a ninth college and how much of a 
problem students being jacked off-
campus it solved," Vice President 
for Finance and Administration Dean 
Currie said. "We thought 'as long as 
we're talking about the long-term 

strategy of the university, let's go all 
the way and do what needs to be 
done,"' he said. 

The college system committee 
had earlier found that approximately 
400 off-campus students were "in-
terested in movingbn«campus."The 
administration concluded that satis-
fying such excess demand would 
require fhe building of two colleges, 
not one. Each of Rice's eight resi-
dential col leges houses approxi-
mately 220 students, or a total of 68 
percent of the undergraduates. 

"Among the universities we com-
pare-ourselves with, we have got by 
far the lowest proportion of our stu-
dents living on-campus, and we're 

. See COhLEGES, Page 9 

Kenneth S. Pitzer WRfSHER M r PMCVfC; 

Rice's third president dies 

WOULD YOU LIVE ON-CAMPUS FOR YOUR 
IF YOU COULD? 

The Thresher polled 167 
undergraduates on quest ions 
relating to the Board of Governor's 
Dec. 11 decision to build two more 
residential colleges at Rice over 
the next five years. The poll showed 
students were mostly in favor of 
the new colleges, but large portions 
did not even know about the 
decision. 

Complete results. Pgige 9 

Don't know 

by Susan Egeland 
THRKSW R KDITORIA!. STAFF 

'Pop-up' Houston 
Christof Spieler presents a 

visually stunning look a t down-
town Houston, replete with, the 
comic strip speech balloons that 
how pass for intelligent commen-
tary in our increasingly illiterate 
culture. 

Features, Page 10 

OPINION P a g e i 
Tuckman on European women 

A A C P a g e 1 4 
7lard Rain' drowns 

STY L I P a g e 1 9 
Packy wants to sleep with Fox 
superwoman Ally McBeal 

W i u -Hi Wi.ithc 

Sunny and cold, a good day to relax 
and read your favorite weekly 
campus newspaper, 33-57' 
Saturday 
Warmer than Friday , but 
temperamental, 4164" 
Sunday 
Calm and soothing, 46 64; 

Former Rice president Kenneth 
S. Pitzer died Dec. 26 in California at 
the age of 83. Rice's third president, 
Pitzer moved from the University of 
California at Berkeley to Rice in 1961. 
He left Rice in 1969 to become presi-
dent of Stanford University. After a 
return to teaching chemistry and 
research at Berkeley, Pitzer retired 
in 1984. 

While at Rice, Pitzer was influen-
tial in establishing the Brown Chal-
lenge Grant in Engineering, which 
elevated engineering education at 
Rice. 

Pit/er 's influence on Rice aca-
demics was substantial. Professor 
of History Allen Matusow, whocame 
to Rice in 1963, during the Pitzer 
years said, "In the history of Rice, 
his was a pivotal presidency." 

"I Pitzer I deserves much of the 
credit for elevating Rice from its 
status as a nice regional school to 
national university. In particular, he 
vastly improved the humanities and 
social sciences and expanded and 
improved g r a d u a t e p r o g r a m s , " 
Matusow said. 

A p r o f e s s o r ' o f His to ry and 
Hanszen College master in the late 
1960s. Ira Gruber agreed that Pitzer 
helped to develop Rice into a na-
tional university 

• 

"During his term as president, 
he increased the size and quality of 
the faculty with higher salaries, ten-
ured appointments and an increased 
emphasis on research," Gru ber said. 
"(Pitzer also) supported graduate 
education, created new academic 
departments, Sustained the residen-
tial college system and, perhaps 
most important, sought changes in 
the char te r that allowed Rice to 
begin charging a modest tuition and 
to admi t Afr ican-American s t u -
dents." 

However, some student s were re-
sistant to decisions Pitzei* made as 
president. 

In 1965, Pitzer ba r r e l the Chair- j ^ p 
man of the U.S. Communist Party 
from campus and proclaimed a ban 
on any speaker who refused to "en-
gage in rational debate." He later 
backed down from his position when 
students staged a demonstration. 

"I thought* him a most impres-
sive person and scholar, a scientist 
who was interested in all aspects of 
university life," Gruber said. "Rice 
was fortOnate to have had him dur-* 
ing a turbulent and formative pe-
riod." 

Rice will establish a memorial 
fund for Pitzer. Before Pitzer died, 
his family established a fund for 
chemistry research ancfeeducation 
at Berkeley, where Pitzer served as 
d ran of t h e College of Chemist 
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Joel Hardi 
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Opinion Editor 
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How much has changed? 
The following editorial originally appeared in the September 12, 

1968 issue o / T h e Rice Thresher . In this same issue, the Th re she r 
covered President Kenneth Pitzer's exodus to Stanford, Republican 
Presidential candidate Richard Nixon's visit to Houston, the subse-
quent Rice student protests and rallies and the cataclysmic events of the 
Chicago Democratic National Convention. We chose to run this 
editorial after being struck by the relevance of the author's comments to 
the Rice campus today. Rice students, whether in the '60s or the '90s, 
are undeniably apathetic about world events. 

Perhaps the author of this piece (today approximately the same age 
as our nation's president) was indeed a bit naive when he asserted that 
the few student and faculty activists on campus could significantly 
impact the conduct and development of this university. Today, we find 
it easy to discourage this type of optimism. 

Perhaps this naivete, this optimism, this belief in the ability of people 
to change the world, is what our generation lacks. Perhaps not, 

Rice University, condemned in an infamous phrase as "dead" as 
recently as 1966, shows small s igns of rising from the grave in these 
first few weeks of the year. 

Rice has traditionally been a quiet place — quiet physically with 
its t ree-shaded, small-private-Southern school campus, and quiet 
intellectually, with its reputation of non-involvement with the press-
ing problems of the Houston community , and stony silence on vital 
i ssues such as the war in Vietnam and the covertly racist nature of 
many of this country 's social and political institutions. 

Rice was felt somehow to be "bet ter" than its surroundings, so it 
should have nothing to with them. Intellectuals and their administra-
tors, it was believed, should refrain from using their position as a 
platform from which to voice their views, so nothing was said. Many 
associated with the university thought of it as a center of sanity in its 
surroundings , a welcome island of intellectual objectivity in the 
swirling world beyond the hedge . 

Student have never been politically or socially activist in the 
broadest sense of the word. T h e Rice c a m p u s and its s tudents have 
borne little resemblance in their- social at t i tudes and modes of action 
to those of Columbia, Harvard, of any other school with which Rice 
is often spuriously compared. Rice s tudents have been content with 
the system pretty much as it was. They have gone on from the 
university to become 'scholars, technocrats , and small businessmen. 

Radical political activists are in the minority nearly everywhere; at 
Rice they have been almost totally nonexistent . Those who did hold 
unconventional views dropped from the campus scene altogether, 
and remained silent and introspective. 

Many m e m b e r s of the faculty at t imes have seemed professionally 
proud that nothing they did was important but their scholarly re-
search and writing, and as a consequence took no»stcips ei ther to 
improve their relations with s tudents or to become more intensely 
involved with the world outside their labs and offices. 

Rice's administration has maintained ail aloofness to the injus-
tices of the non university world that, while characteristic of univer-
sity administrat ions all-over the country, leaves a vacuum of enlight-
ened leadership to be filled only by those not as intimately concerned 
with the educational process. 

It might be unreasonable to expect an overnight awakening of the 
administration, but there is a definite mood of awakening and 
awareness among important s e g m e n t s of the student body and the 
faculty which has never been present before. 

For the first time, there are a few commit ted activists on campus, 
both s tudents and faculty, dedicated to placing.Rice in a realistic kind 
of national perspective. How much has Rice contributed, through 
both its action and inaction, to the growth of a monst rous defense 
machine which eats up more and more of the nation's resources each 
year? T h e s e people want to know. How much have this university's 
policies of de-facto segregat ion done to fur ther stymie the develop-
ment of such a significant part of America 's population as the Black 
race, and to effectively deny to m e m b e r s of that race a fair opportu-
nity to de te rmine their own destiny? How do "the principles and 
s tandards upon which Rice's educational program has been built," in 
H. Malcolm Lovett's words, prevent any kind of education from 
taking place at Rice? What can and mus t be done to convince people 
that t he situation Rice has created for herself over the years is truly 
shameful , and finally, what should be done to correct it? 

Some preliminary answers have already been offered for these 
quest ions. More concrete ones will be for thcoming in the future. 

T h e issues of Apathy with a capital "A" is no longer the central ope, 
for once machinery for a meaningfulChange is is set in motion, things 
will happen whether anyone cares about them or not. The major task 
is precisely one ofVaising" issues, and dealing with them in a wa^ 
likely to produce results. For the first time in the history of the 
university, the re are people at Rice who won't be dissuaded frdm 
raising these i ssues and demand ing that they be faced. 

I S I i a f i i l i i i i 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Rice should place 
more emphasis on art 
To the editor: 

Nobody seeins to know what's 
going on with Rice art Nowadays, 
which is why it's lucky for you that 
sculpture students are busy putting 
together a show to bring you up to 
date. In fact, the other day when I 
was telling a friend about this one-
night soiree, lie remarked, "Rice has 
sculpture?" 

Yes! And that's the point: No-
body knows about it. Not only does 
Rice have great work coming out of 
the sculpture studio (as well as the 
painting studio, the printmaking stu-
dio, etc.), but, with all those bright 
minds populating the campus, we 
have the potential for a really great 
art scene. We're not talking about 
high-falutin' wine and cheese par-
ties; we're talking personality, cre-
ativity and joie de vivre. What we 
have in mind is a cultural party to get 
people involved. 

Jan. 23's "Zero Visibility," in ad 
dition to being a blunt commentary 
on art's presence here on campus, is 
designed to showcase student tal-
ent. Student s from some of the least 
likely of majors — music, human 
performance and health sciences 
and even biochemistry — have liter-
ally put blood, sweat and tears into 
their work. 

'Hie pieces displayed are intelli-
gent. honest and meant to be shared 
with others. See the show and chat 
with the people who have braved 
fire, high Voltage and buzzsaws to 
bring you their ideas. But, even more 
importantly, get involved with Rice 
arts. 

Are the arts underrepresented at 
Rice? Without a doubt. If you had 
ever walked around the University 
of Houston campus, you would have 
noticed howprolific sculpture is. You 
can't help but feel a bit envious, 
especially when the closest thing to 
works of sculpture we have are 
HeizerVmarble slabs, which come 
off more as mechanical feats than 
compelling works of art. 

Rice arts are well-represented off-
campus: graduate students, and 
alumni work at QuAC (the Queer 
Artist Collective), Diverse works and 
Infernal Bridegroom Productions. 
An alumnus even runs the Com-
merce Street Artist Warehouse. 

Despite little visibility on cam-
pus, elsewhere, Rice people are find-
ing a way to make .and show new 
work. It's more crucial than ever 
that we bring such initiative back 
home, especially now that the De-
partment of Art and Art History is 
irying to better define its role here 
on campus. Is it a place to blow off 
steam after pondering the fate of 
Schroedingerls ca t or is ila.ser.ious 

arts program? Are we just helping to 
create well-rounded scientists and 
architects, or can we provide the 
education and support to produce 
the next Frank Stella? 

Just this last year, the Rice Art 
Gallery became independent of the 
Art Department and, though it will 
probably continue to do a student 
show in the spring, there is a real 
need for a student gallery. The great-
est problem" with student work is 
that, if you're not walking down the 
art corridor in Sewall, chances are 
you're not seeing it. This lack of 
representation correlates to a lack 
of both financial and spiritual sup-
port. 

The Art Department has been 
going without necessary tools and 
facilities for years. The sculpture 
studio has no crane, plasma cutter 
or kiln. The senior painting studio 
doesn't even have the ventilation 
systems needed for students to 
work' with oil paints. 

Printmaking got a new studio 
with adequate ventilation only after 
people came down with strange 
respiratory problems. Now is the 
time to demonstrate, through stu-
dent-led initiatives, thatpthe creative 
arts^are important to us and that we 
need adequate facilities in which to 
work. 

Because Rice sculpture is not all 
about "sober," "tipsy," and "drunk." 
Because your fellow students hdve 
worked hard to make the Sewall 
courtyard a friendly but dangerous 
place to be. Because one student 
show a year will never be enough, 
and because you honestly have 
nothing better to do before dinner 
on Friday. Come by the sculpture 
courtyard and studio (located in the 
nether regions of Sewall Hall) from 
4-7 p.m., and have a cup of cocoa on 
us. 

Next time we'll have a friendly 
chat about how to get your ass "be-
yond the hedges" for events in the 
Houston-art scene 

Jenne Giles 
Sid '97 

Lynn Stewart 
Jones senior 

Jews not the sole 
victims of Holocaust 
To the editor: 

I applaud Kwa Thompson for 
pointing out that Jews were not the 
sole victims oftfie Holocaust ("Stu-
dents should revisit the Holocaust's 
reality," Jan. 16). What a pity that 
she did not mention the vast num-
bers of Rumi (a.k.a. Gypsies) who 
were also murdered in concentra-
tion camps. -

The world has numerous public 
..memorials, dedicated toJhe Jewish 

victims of the Holocaust. I know of 
only one such memorial for the 
Rumi. It s t ands in a park in 
Amsterdam, only a stone's throw 
from the U.S. Consulate on the 
Museumplein. 

Denying that the Holocaust oc-
curred falsifies history. Failing to 
mention the Rumi in the context of 
the Holocaust distorts history. It 
seems that groups only recognize 
their own victims. 

1 have talked to quite a few "Ho-
locaust deniers" in Berlin and 
Amsterdam. I wasinterested in their 
motives. 

To my surprise, I found that less 
than one-half of them were genu-
inely anti-Semitic. The others were 
mainly teenagers who groused that, 
so much attention (and money) was 
spent on the Holocaust and its 
victims. "Nobody talks about our 
problems," was an oft-expressed 
view. 

Dieter Heymann 
Retired Professor 

Rice University 

CONTACTING THE 

Letters 
m Let ters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by mail, fax, e-mail to 
thresher@rice.edu or be deliv-
ered in person. We prefer that 
letters be submitted on disk 
or by email- Letters must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the Mon-
day prior to a Friday publica-
tion date. 
• All letters must be signed 
and include a phone number. 

.Rice students and alumni must 
include their college and year. 
We will withold names upon 
request. 
• Let ters should be no 
longer than 500 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
m Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher at (713) 527-4801. 

Subscribing 
m Subscriptions are avail-
able for $40.00 domestic and 
$90.00 international via firfeff' 
class mail. 

Advertising 
a We accept both display 
and classified advertisements. 
Contact the Thresher for more 
information 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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O n t h e occasion of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day in 1994. a group 
of high school students in Oakland. 
Calif, made newspaper headlines. 
The reason? They had 
been taken to a focal cin-
ema to see the newly-re-
leased Schindler's List and 
were thrown out when pa-
trons complained to the 
owner about the students' 
inappropriate comments 
and laughter. 

According to the U>s 
Angeles Times, one irate 
moviegoer called the slu-
dents "rowdy and offen-
sive, loud troublemakers" who were 
"insulting the memory of Holocaust 

3 victims." In their defense, a chap-
eron who had accompanied the stu-
dents to the theater described them 
as "the inner-city, hip-hop genera-
tion, desensitized to violence be-
cause they see it every day," and 
sadly uninformed about the Holo-
caust. 

One student who had been part 
of,the evicted group explained her 
peers' reactions. She said, "We don't 
know about that war. It was long ago 
and far away and about people we 
never met." To those who recall the 
fatuous "Peace In Our Time" speech 
Neville Chamberlain made upon 
returning to England from Munich 
in 1938, her remarks strike with bit-
ing irony. 

1 bring up this incident because 
of the recent furor which enveloped 
the Thresher when it chose to run an 
ad made by those who question the 
Holocaust's authenticity. 

The dictionary defines the word 
"holocaust" as "A burnt sacrifice; an 
offering the whole of which was con-
sumed by fire," or alternately as "sac-
rifice or loss of many lives." Both the 
definitions apply — the first in a 
metaphorical sense, the second in a 
v e r y r e a l s e n s e — t o t h e a t r o c i t i e s 

Massoud 

Communists, homosexuals 
other groups during World War I! 

\ m Germany. 
While all of those 

groups were greatly af-
fected. it was the Jewish 
population of Europe that 
was devastated beyond 
compare. Of the 10-12 
million victims of Nazi 
concentration camps, ex-
termination camps, deten-
tion camps, death squads 
and forced marches,. aj> 
proximately six million 
were Jews. The Final So-

lution devised by Hitler eradicated 
centuries of Jewish culture, folklore 
and heritage, as well as the bulk of 
the human capital that had sustained 
the vibrant Jewish communities 
across Europe. 

For me, there is no question that 
history transpired as I have de-
scribed it. Similarly, for most of my 
friends and the greater Rice com-
munity, there is no doubt that the 
Holocaust occurred, that it was a 
vile act and that it has left several 
communities, the Jewish one fore-
most, deeply scarred with its memo-
ries. 

It was therefore with a Sense of 
bewilderment that I watched vari-
ous individuals and groups react to 
the ad placed by the Holocaust revi-
sionists. Immediately, 1 noticed the 
recurrent claims to complete author-
ity advanced by the letter writers. 
While thgADL stated there could be 
"no debate" about the Holocaust, 
Paul Lockey claimed "the facts of 
the Holocaust are not in doubt," and 
the entire History Department called 
the Holocaust "an indisputable his 
torical fact." Furthermore, Siegi 
lzakson and Abraham Peck agreed 
in last week's Thresher that the is-
sue was "not debatable." 

1 f o u n d it s l i g h t l y c u r i o u s t h a t s o 

»an issue that no one even 
considers debatable. In a university 
context, from educated members of 
our community and from our uni-
versity president, we were informed 
that there are certain issues which 
are not debatable, for which we must 
take our elders' word. 

I, for one, am disgusted by such 
a patronizing and bellicose attitude 
which shows as much distaste for a 
rational mode of inquiry as any that 
a fascistic regime could devise. And 
oddly enough, it is Peck, thP Holo-
caust Museum's executive director, 
who leads us to the truth in his own 
convoluted way: "IWJhen an issue 
that is so one-sided and not debat-
able, such as the Holocaust, [comes 
up|, let the other side be repre-
sented. Otherwise there is no intel-
lectual debate." 1 agree. In history, 
as in science, nothing is ever prbven, 
things are only disproven. While I 
believe the Holocaust to be a semi-
nal event of this century, new docu-
ments may come to light that slightly 
alter the details we take as a given in 
its history. I doubt there will ever 
surface new facts that will funda-
mentally alter our conception of the 
Holocaust, but then I am not willing 
to decree that it shall not be so. As 
Noam Chomsky once claimed in the 
face of verbal abuse from Holocaust 
survivors, let uschallenge Holocaust 
revisionism in the court of open de-
bate and then the facts will prove 
themselves. 

That such a controversy should 
arise over what appears to be only a 
historical fact indicates that there 
lies a deep significance to the Holo-
caust: one which Ewa Thompson, 
among others, invites us to revisit 
from time to time. In my column in 
next week's Thresher, we will, 

Massoudjavadi (Wiess '97) is a Class 
III graduate student. 

A delicate balance of bitterness 

Congress should make it easier to donate organs 
Recently, Brazil joined other 
nations that use automatic organ 
donor legislation to save the lives of 
people in need of organs. The Bra-
zilian law states that all citi-
zens over 21 are considered 
organ donors unless they 
have official notice of re-
fusal printed on their iden-
tification cards. 

A law like this should be 
introduced into the U .^ 
Congress as soon as pos-
sible. Anyone who has stud-
ied people, particularly 
Americans, knows that we 
are basically a lazy bunch. 
As things currently are, you need to 
take action to become an organ do-
nor — while getting or renewing 
your driver's license. 

Now, I cannot speak for the en-
tire nation when I say this, but the 
experience of renewing my license 
does not bring out the humanitarian 
side of me. I^ong lines, annoying 
paperwork and crowded offices just 
don't lend themselves to making a 
decis ion to save the lives of 
others. In fact, killing everyone in 
the room usually seems more at-
tractive. 

But seriously, this is an issue 
which needs to be addressed. It is 
particularly particularly relevant at 
this time of year, when hospitals and 
blood banks across America are feel-
ing their annual post-holiday need 
for blood donors. If. as a society, we 
can't find the time to give blood, we 
are hardly going to go out of our way 
to give organs. 

In Brazil, as in the States, people 
have steered clear of organ dona-
tion out of fear. There k a wider 
spread belief that doctorrWII prcP" 
nounce you dead earlier than they 

might otherwise 
your organs. 

. Huh? 
Anyone 

in order to take 

Anne 
Kimbol 

smart and dedicated 
enough to get through 
medical school should 
realize the moral incon-
sistency of killing one 
patient in a possibly vain 
attempt to save another. 

1 think there is a 
deeper^-issue in most 
people's minds that sets 
them against organ do-
nation. In a society which 
pr izes and o b s e s s e s 
about the body, the idea 

of giving an integral part of it away 
— having the body cut and disas 
sembled —can make even the most 
balanced and logical person's skin 
crawl. 

The mental image is icky (yes, 
that is the proper medical term for 
it), It seems that we would almost 
rather realize that our hesitance 
keeps lives from being saved than 
think about our organs being re-
moved. 

In the end, however, such rea-
soning is as absurd and shallow as it 
seems. If we are clearly dead or 
beyond our living will's suggested 
point of medical assistance, our or 
gans should go to someone else. 
Wouldn't it be better for part of you 
to continue on, and in a positive way 
than for your body to go into a coffin 
completely intact? 

After all. at that point no one 
really cares. It's even less togical 
than getting all dressed up to open 
the door and grab the newspaper oft 
your welcome mat would be. (Well, 
if your next- door neighbor looks 
like DenzefWashington 1 suppose s 

you can be excused, but in general * 

such behavior is a little over the 
edge.) 

Organ donation by default makes 
a lot more sense than the haphazard 
system we have now. More lives 
would be saved, and more people 
could find hope for another day. 
Making it easier to help others as 
opposed to harder is the right thing 
to do. Let's hope Congress has the 
insight to realize that) 

Anne Kimbnl is advertising manager 
and a Baker College senior. 

routine sawmill construction 
project changed the world. That 
morning, in a ditch in 
Cotoma, Calif., John 
Marshall found a nug-
get of gold. 

The workers' imme-
diate reaction was sub-
dued. The men worked 
three more days to fin-
ish the mill be fore 
Marshall rode to Sacra-
mento to inform his 
boss, John Sutter, of the 
find. The workers stayed 
on the project for three 
more weeks, mining in their spare 
time. The news reached San Fran-
cisco on February 15. Only one 
man believed it, and he walked 
150 miles to the foothills to find 
some gold of his own. 

And then , eve ry th ing 
changed. Sutter's workers de-
serted him, and the maufryvho 
once owned agood chunk of Cali-
fornia ended up penniless. 

On May 12, another gold nug-
get reached San Francisco, this 
time in thehandsofSam Brannan, 
who rode through the streets 
shouting, "Gold, gold!" The city's 
inhabitants deserted it overnight, 

Christof 
Spieler 

I don 'r know about 

you, but everything 

I've done in life has 

come with some sort 

of safety net. 

;ind the male population fell (o a 
quarter of its previous level. Even 
the mayor ran off to find gold. By 
the end of 1848, outsiders were 
coming to California in search of 
gold; by 1849, they came in 
hordes. 

Imagine for a moment that you 
were one of them — perhaps a 
college student, a small business-
man or a gambler down on his 
luck. Imagine leaving everything 
you have to go to a place you have 
never seen, but only read about. 

It was 2,000 miles from Mis-
souri to the gold fields, across 
sohie of the most inhospitable 
country in North America. If you 
set out as soon as the rivers 
thawed, you might reach Nevada 
by mid-summer. I've driven 
through the country that the 
'49ers dragged their wagons 

wide 
flats. 

And then you come 
to the mountains, the 
Sierra Nevada rising 
thousands of feet in 
frtffifbf you. The high 
passes required that 
the wagons be 
winched down cliffs 
and pulled ac ross 
granite boulders. The 
trail was lined with 
dead oxen, discarded 
posessions — every 
thing from wagons to 

pianos — and shallow graves 
marked with only a few rocks. 

California's population was 
only 20,000 at the end of 1K48 In 
1849, 80,000 people migrated, 
over half of them coming via over 
land routes. They called it "see-
ing the elephant." 

* * * 

Can you imagine taking such 
a trip? I don't know about you, 
but everything I've done in life 
has come, with some sort of safety 
net. To simply drop everything 
and set out for places unknown is 
almost inconceivable today. 

That's the sort of thing that 
makes history fascinating. 1 read 
Lmesome Dove for the first time 
recently, and again I was struck 
by the risks of everyday life in the 
old West. To think that people 
would homestead in the middle 
of nowhere, where the weather 
was harsh, help was far away and 
Indians might come at any minute 
and cut your scalp off. is amazing 
to me. 

I went canoeing in southern 
Ontario last summer, just after 
the lakes thawed. We were in the 
wilderness for 10 days, some of 
which passed without our seeing 
any other human beings. What I 
remember most from that trip is 
the emptiness. I have never felt 
so small and insignificant in my 
life. 

But we were, by and large, 
safe. The wildlife is used to people 
and generally avoids them, and 
the worst threat is weather But 
we had gas stoves and high-tech 
breathable fabrics. What we call 
roughing it would have been con 
sidered luxurious to a '49er. 

"Few of us will ever stake our 
futures on something that has a 
good chance of failure — starting 
a business, perhaps, catching a 
Greyhound bus to some big city 
in hopes of making it somehow 
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is necessary 
If youVe ever been on a lour of 
the Rice campus, then you might 
remember walking past the Office 
of Student Activities just before en-
tering the Rice Memorial 
Center. At that point, if your 
tour guide was worth his 
weight in salt, he would 
surely have told you that 
Rice boasts over 150 stu-
dent clubs and organiza-
tions; u n d e r g r a d e have 
plenty of room to stretch 
their athletic, creative, po-
litical and philosophical 
interests and talents. How-
ever, the tour guide prob-
ably didn't mention a grow-
ing dilemma within Student Activi-
ties. 

Currently. no money is collected 
at the university level for student-
organizations, Clubs ' on-campus 
fundraising options are limited to 
visiting the Rice Program Council 
or Student Association and baking 
for Rice Cakes, an outfit originally 
intended to help local Houston chari-
ties. Clubs also go from college to 
college soliciting donations. 

T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e 
Pres iden t ' s P r o g r a m m i n g Fund 

promised to alleviate the financial 
stress placed on student organiza-
tions. Last year, clubs made requests 
to t a l ing $46,000 on t h e f u n d ' s 

$20,000 in resources; this 
past semester, the PPF 
saw over $53,000 in re-
quests: With new student 
organizations springing 
up literally every week 
and activities and events 
becoming increasingly 
elaborate, student pro-
gramming could suffer 
considerably as life well 
runs dry. 

The creation of a blan-
ket tax earmarked spe-

cifically for registered student orga-
nizations would greatly enhance our 
community . Collecting $8 from each 
member of our 2,500 undergradu-
ate student population would gener-
ate an additional$20,000 for the PPF 
This new Student Organizations 
Treasury would give Clubs the op-
portunity to introduce even more 
m e a n i n g f u l p r o g r a m m i n g and 
events by providing them the neces-
sary additional funding. 

The treasury would function in a 
manner consistent with the regula-

Daryl 
Shorter 

tions established by the PPF. Cur-
rently, groups can submit proposals 
at any offourt imesduring the school 
year. Such proposals are then de-
cided upon by a committee com-
posed of the director of Student Ac-
tivities, the director of the Student 
Center, one college master, the SA 
and RPC treasurers and two at-large 
undergraduate representatives. 

Establishing the Student Orga-
nizations Tax would provide secu-
rity against the removal of the PPF, 
an institution not guaranteed to be 
here two, five or 10 years from now. 
Each year, the president allocates 
money to Student Activities and, 
while 1 doubt that he is anxious to 
eliminate the PPF — one of the only 
meaningful funding sources for stu-
dent organizations — it is important 
that we ensure the financial support 
of our extracurricular recreation. 

The tax would also alleviate some 
of the burden from college govern-
ments, which are often the target of 
clubs' pleas for money. Colleges 
could devote funds to their own pro-
gramming and reduce "bleeding 
heart" budgets. The RPC and SA 
could refocus their appropriations 
budgets to sponsor innovative ideas 

proposed by individual s tudents , 
ideas which would enrich the entire 
s t u d e n t b o d y . 

This tax increase is not an at-
tempt to erase student organizations' 
need for external fundraising. it is 
important that clubs continue to 
wash cars and bake cookies in order 
to make money, for there is a lesson 
to be learned in doing so. Realisti-

The creation of a 
blanket tax earmarked 

specifically for 
registered student 

organizations would 
greatly enhance our 

community. 

cally, $40,000 will only start to an-
swer the shocking amount of money 
requests, and most groups will find 
that depending on the treasury will 
still not supply them with enough 

funds for alt of their events. 
However, we recognize the need 

for some increased funding, since 
the present $20,000 barely begins to 
assist the many organisations at-
tempting to offer informative and 
entertaining activities. It is our re-
sponsibility to establish a system 
which ensures the continued pro-
duction of quality student program-
ming. 

Decisions like the creation of a 
new blanket tax are not made within 
a magical SA vacuum. The demo-
cratic process allows you to voice 
your opinion dur ing this year ' s 
spring elections. Because we all ben-
efit from extracurricular activities, it 
is my hope that you will vote in favor 
of the creation of a Student Organi-
zations Tax, which will provide addi-
tional funds for the support Of stu-
dent programming. Ultimately, ev-
ery one of us can experience per-
sonal growth as we expand our hori-
zons through the interactions cre-
ated and fostered by our clubs and 
organizations. 

Daryl Shorter is Student Association 
president and a Hanszen College 
senior. 
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First semester about more than academics 
Î ast August, over 700 freshmen 
left their high school diplomas and 
memories behind to pursue higher 
education at prestigious Rice Uni-
versity. 

Most of us were pretty 
exhilarated by the novelty 
of college: new people, 
new settings and new ex-
periences. Although these 
new things intrigued us, 
the reality of college as a 
p lace for " e d u c a t i o n " 
loomed. College is for 
learning, after all. 

Our many d r u n k e n 
nights and wasted days 
may belie this, but, ulti-
mately, our purpose here is to get a 
degree. 

Struck with precocious wisdom 
and understanding of this truth, I 
decided to keep a list of everything 
that I learned dur ing my first 
semester at Rice, Here it is (except 
for everything the edi tors took 
out): 

1. Wiess College rules, and ev-
erything not associated with Wiess 
sucks. 

2. Every college thinks the other 

David 
Zardkoohi 

ones suck, so in the end, we all suck. 
3. The ideal gas law is PV = nrT. 

The real and more important gas 
law is not to fart in public. 

4. You are not expected 
to know what goes on out-
s ide of t h e h e d g e s . 
Saddam Hussein? Who's 
that? I've never heard of 
him. Is he from Brown or 
something? 

5. If you are enamored 
by a woman, chances are 
that she already has a boy-
f r i end . a g i r l f r i end or 
maybe both. 

6. After Or ien ta t ion 
Week, all of the bullshit 

superficiality fades away and we 
become the regular old assholes thai 
we always were. 

7. Gorbachev has some kind of 
tattoo on his head, 

8. If anyone within a 10-mile ra-
dius of my room flushes while I am 
taking a shower, I will have first-
degree burns before I get out. 

9. There are no donut shops at 
Rice, 

10. The campos work really hard. 
11. College night starts at 6 p.m. 

Casualties begin to mount by 5:30 
p.m. 

12. E v e r y o n e loved me at 
college night, but now they don't 
remember me. 

13. When I am at home, I miss 
college, and when I am at college, I 
miss home. 

14. NOD doesn't stand for Night 
of Disney. 

15. Horner wrote about some 
condom war or something like that. 

16. It is harder to redeem your-
self in Chemistry 101 than it is in 
church. 

17. Atoms have feelings. They 
are happy when they achieve an oc-
tet. If you ask me, I think they are 
easily entertained. 

Well, there you have it. This is 
what I learned dur ing my first 
semester . 1 can safely slay that the 
thousands of dollars my father is 
investing in my education is money 
very well spent. 

I am sure you agree. I just can't 
wait to learn even m o r e t h i s 
semester . 

David Zardkoohi is a Wiess 
College freshman. 
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Taking some sort of journey 
after graduation is becoming a kind 
of rite of passage for college stu-
dents. There is no better time to 
embark upon such a voy-
age, especially for those 
students about to sell 
their souls to the consult-
ing devil, signing away 
their free time forever. 

Of all the options, per-
haps the most popular 
choice is a six-week blitz-
krieg of Europe, asgradu-
ate-cum-adventurers arm 
themselves with film, 
bread and enough under-
wear to last three days. A 
veritable cornucopia of tour books 
exists to guide you on yqur way, 
many of which specialize in "off the 
beaten track" places visited only by 
the other 50,000 people who bought 
your book. But nowhere will you 
find a guide to people. 

The most amazing part Of any 
journey is the friends you make along 
the way. But why stop at friends? 
Provided here is the unofficial guide 
to European members of the pre-
ferred sex. This week I'll focus my 
enthnographic talents on women, 
and next time I'll cover men. 

On the whole, the Europeans ex-
perience a whole different dating/ 
mating game, which offers a world 
of possibilities to those who appreci-
ate different cultures. 

The women of Poland offer a 
pleasant surprise to an American 
society brainwashed by pointless 
and opinionated Polack jokes. Feed-
ing off of their newfound indepen-
dence, the Poles were quick to adapt 
Western European fashion. They 
have added their own distinctly East-
ern taste to it, a taste that reflects 

M i c h a e l 

1 \ i c k m a n 

natural rather than synthetic as-
pects. And their desire to experi-
ence alt that has been closed to them 
gives them an insatiable hunger for 

life. 
Building upon much of 

those attributes, Croatian 
women take the Polish ex-
perience to another level. 
With history on its side, 
Croatia is blessed with 
Diocletian's favorite vaca-
tion spot, As demonstrated 
by its defiance of the iron 
curtain under Tito, 
Croatia's culture has Idng. 
been building up potential, 
like a volcano ready to 

erupt. 
Croatian women are indicative of 

such an eruption. The women of the 
Dalmatian coast, in cities such as-
Split, Dubrovnik and Rijeka, mas-
terfully blend Mediterranean culture 
with mainland European fast life. A 
male resident of Split told me that 
Croatian women are known across 

Walking through the 
streets of Amsterdam 
makes... people feel 

high on something after 
they are mesmerized by 

Dutch women. 

the East as the most selective and 
"hard to get."Their style, combined 
with their hardened attitude — born 
during times of communist tyranny 
and civil war — make Croatian 

women as mysterious as they are 
breathtaking. 

Though former Eastern bloc na-
tions have taken two of the top three 
honors, I've reserved the big kahuna 
for those women who epitomize style 
and attitude — the Dutch. Walking 
through the streets of Amsterdam 
makes even the straightest and 
squarest of people feel high on some-
thing after they are mesmerized by 
Dutch women 

Much of their story has to do 
with the Dutch national character 
Reduced to a secondary role in Eu 
ropean politics by their relatively 
small population and land area, the 
Dutch people's "internationality" 
means they are informed about the 
world. But they still retain their spe-
cific Dutch character . Though 
Amsterdam is flooded with tourists, 
just a taste of its nightlife will remind 
you that the Dutch are still in charge. 

Dutch women stand on the cut-
ting edge of fashion, yet never seem 
preoccupied by the world of style 
For the Dutch, being fashionable is 
just like eating — its something you 
do, and don't really brag about. 
Otherwise, you'd be fat. In a 
country where mind is much more 
powerful than might, the aloof and 
elitist attitude of Dutch women in-
vites one to explore, but never con-
quer. They are, in a word, the apex 
of cool. 

Never fear readers, the men's 
case will follow soon. In fear of being 
branded a sexist, I'll quote the Bard 
to clarify my intent: "If these spirits 
have offended, think but this and all 
is mended": to objectify is to de-
grade, to observe is to appreciate, 

Michael Turkman is a Lovett College 
senior. 
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or driving across the country to 
find love. We have too much to 
lose. Maybe we've lost our sense 
of adventure, and we're content 
to stick with things we can rely 
on. 

We're losing someth ing , 
though. Riskscan bring glorious 
rewards. And there is little in life, 
I imagine, that equals the feeling 
of having risked everything and 
found something new and won-
derful. 

I think we realize this to some 
degree.. That would explain "ex-
treme sports," drugs and sport-
utility vehicles. 

I envy those people 1 know 
who have taken risks — one who 
decided to forgo a steady income 
to see if she could become a 
dancer and another who quit a 
consulting job to start his own 
company. I'm not sure if 1 could 
do the same. 

Postscript: Few of the '49ers 
found what they were looking for. 
In 1848, it was possible to find 
several hundred dollars worth of 
gold in a day (in an age when a 
good white-collar monthly salary 
was perhaps $60). By 1K49, the 
good stuff was gone. 

Most people stayed, though, 
and quite a few (like Levi Strauss, 
who brought denim fabric for 
tents but found that it sold better 
as pants) did well in other ways 

tty 1850, San Francisco was 
home to 30,000 people, as many 
as Chicago. The sailing ships 
abandoned in the port by their 
gold-seeking crews were used 
as landfill; today, one of the 
world's densest business (list rict s 
is built on top of them. California, 
which was annexed from Mexico 
in 1848, became a state in 1850. 

Christof Spieler (Sid '97) is design 
consultant and a graduate student 
m Civil Engineering 
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China may 
mpic 

C h 

tested positive for drug use. Interna-
tional Olympic Committee President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch said any 
Chinese bid to host the 2008 Games 
might be "in trouble." 

The swimmers tested positive for 
triamterene, adiuretic that disguises 
tlu; use of performance-enhancing 
drugs. They were suspended from 
the World Championships in Perth, 
Australia. 

Although China can still compete 
in the 2000 Games, this is the first 
time that the IOC has linked a 
country's bid to host the Olympics 
with drug violations. 

According to tlu* IOC, many na-
tion members wourd not approve of 
China being a candidate to host the 
Olympics, 

China, which narrowly lost a bid 
to host tlx* 2000 Games, has com-
mitted 27 violations of the IOC'S 
drug policy since 1990. 

Source: USA Today, Jan. '15 

Tourism drops in Hong 
Kong after hand-over 

Tourism has decreased dramati-
cally in Hong Kong since the hand 
over from Great Britain to China 
this past summer. 

H B R . ,,J 
Since July, the num-

ber of tourists is down 25 
— p e r c e n t from the same pe-
riod last 

Hong Kong's official airline, 
Cathay Pacific, is experiencing its 
worst year in a decade. 

Although many experts had ex-
pected a drop in tourism, the magni-
tude of the decrease is alarming. 

Most analysts agree that the eco-
nomic chaos in Southeast Asia is the 
primary reason for the decline, 
rather than the hand-over. 

The mysteriousbirtf flu plaguing 
China and Hong Kong may also be 
scaring tourists away. Although sci-
entists don't know how the virus 
passes from chickens to humans, 
many in Southeast Asia fearthat the 
illness will become a worldwide epi-
demic. 

Three quarters of the visitors to 
Hong Kong come from neighboring 
countries. 

As a result, Hong Kong officials 
are trying to create a new image. 
Without beaches, resorts or archi-
tectural marvels, Hong Kong is now 
just another city, lacking true indi-
vidual identity. 

Some have suggested building a 
Disneyland-type theme park and 
others have stressed the need for 
Hong Kong to emphasize its- new 
identity as a vital part of a vast and 
great country. 

Source: H o u s t o n Chron ic l e , 
Jan. 15 

Chance says new draft restricts tenure, 
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MED STUDENTS, GRADUATE 
STUDENTS, RESEARCHERS, 
RESIDENTS, POST-DOCTORAL 
STUDENTS, AND OTHER 
SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES, 
WE HAVE RECENTLY 
INCREASED AVAILABLE 
COMPENSATION 

C A L L 
799-9937 
c r y o danor@aol.com 

by Ben Gerdemann 
lUKIMIt-K-ilAH 

English Professor j ane Chance 
circulated a memo to all faculty on 
Jan. 7 in which she enumerated 15 
criticisms of the faculty handbook 
draft recently posted on Riceinfo. 

Chance fears that the handbook 
res t r i c t s t e n u r e and l imits the 
faculty's academic freedom. Chance 
organized a forum for concerned 
faculty members Friday. 

In her memo, Chance wrote that 
"A tenured professor cannot legally 
be dismissed from the. university 
simply because of a discontinuation 
of a 'program, department, or other 
segmem of the university.' Tenure 
is a contract between the university 
and an individual, and the university 
holds a paramount obligation to find 
another place within the university 
should any program or department 
be discontinued." 

Ira Gruber, History lYofessor and 
chair of the Faculty Handbook Com-
mittee said the handbook is only a 
guide to policy and not an official 
policy statement. 

The official Rice tenure policy 
statement allows tenured positions 
to be dismissed from a department 
only under severe financial distress 
and when every effort has been made 
to accommodate an individual, a 
condition which will probably never 
happen at Rice, he said. 

Chance believes that the erosion 
of tenure rights is happening not 
only at Rice, but at other universi-
ties. "It's a statewide and nationwide 
trend." she said. 

Chance's memo also describes 
her concerns about the limitations 
on academic freedom that the hand-
book could create. In her memo she 
writes "Rice faculty do not need to 
have defined how to prepare for 

CRIME 

class, how to keep up with scholar-
ship, how to be available for stu 
dents, how to function ethically land I 
how to respect the opinions of 
others. They are not required to 
serve the university by functioning 
as associates of colleges or on com-
mittees; they are certainly not re-
quired to administer teaching evalu-
ations. which have always been 
voluntary." 

"Given Rice's ostensible mission, 
what are these prescriptions of be-
havior doing here?" Chance said. 
"By itemizing specifications it's a 
way of expecting behavior — it's 
unnecessary language." 

Gruber says he does not under-
stand Chance's concerns about aca-
demic freedom. He said the-hand-
book only recommends that faculty 
become involved in university ser-
vice. contribute to the college sys-
tem and continue their excellence 
in research and teaching. 

Gruber also cautions against in-
terpreting the handbook as policy. 
"The h'and&Vbk is only a guide to 
policy," Gruber said. "If you don't 
like what's in the handbook, go to 
the faculty council. We intended to 
create a book that would be informal 
and not create a policy, but guide 
you to thfc'policy." 

The preface of the handbook 
states that it is only a guide and 
doesn't create a contract or estab-
lish policy. According to Gruber, 
this disclaimer prevents the hand-
book from ever being a legal docu-
ment of policy in court. 

In a meeting called by Chance to 
discuss the handbook, other faculty 
members expressed their concerns. 
The handbook's language was criti-
cized as too vague and sometimes 
illegal. 

Several professors shared their 
concerns that Rice had a "conspiracy 

Residential Colleges 

Wiess College Jan. 14 

Will Rice College Jan. 15 

.Wiess College Jan. 15 

Jones College^ Jan. 17 

Backpack stolen from commons. 

Golf cart damaged. 

Bicycle stolen during winter break. 

Five subjects, including one Rice 
student, were stopped for minor in 
consumption of alcohol. The Rice 
student's case was referred to the. 
Office of Judicial Affairs. The four 
others recaived municipal citations. 

Academic Buildings , 
Geology Lab J^n- 14- Cellular phone stolen. 

Mudd Lab Jan. 15 Drill stolen. 

Dell Butcher Hall Jan. 15 Fax machine stolen. 

Fondren Library Jan. 16 Officers noticed two computers and 
a monitor missing while 
investigating a fire alarm. 

Other Areas 
Track Stadium Jan. 12 Non-Rice subject arrested for 

criminal trespass and failure to 
identify. Subject transported to 
Harris County Jail. 

( hines 

Lai Lai 
estaurant 

0 

Lunch Buffet 
Open 7 days from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Free delivery 
Tel. 527-0550 

4 Adr. 6700 S. Main 

10% off with Rice ID 

faculty members did not speak up at 
faculty meetings and other public 
forums. "Faculty areeither apathetic 
or intimidated by the administra-
tion," Chance said. 

One of the ten people who at-
tended the Friday meeting said, "I've 
never felt free to speak my mind in 
this place." 

Professor of Space Physics and 
Astronomy and meeting attendant 
Curtis Michel said that in his 34 
years at Rice, the school has lost its 
family atmosphere. 

"The administration has become 
more professional ... They used to 
be faculty, now they seem more re-
mote," he said. 

'The re seems to be a movement 
afoot to write rules people," 
Michel said. "We're solving prob-
lems we don't have. Suddenly there's 
t h i s ' p r o b l e m ' with facul ty 
behavior?" 

Chance asked the American As-
sociation of University Professors 
to review the draft of the handbook 
and for the deadline for public com-
ment to be extended. 

Rice Professor of Computer Sci-
ence Moshe Vardi, a member of the 
handbook committee and the local 
AAUP president, said he has read 
the handbook carefully to check for 
compliance with the AAUP guide* 
lines. The handbook will be for-
warded to the AAUP for review. 1 

Members of the Faculty Hand-
book Committee are Ira Gruber, 
John Ambler, Kate Beckingham, 
Anne Schnoebelen, Moshe Vardi, 
and Priscilla Jane-Huston. 

T h e c o m m i t t e e r ev i ewed 
Chance's comments on Monday and 
extended the deadline for review by 
faculty to Feb. 10. The draft of the 
handbook is available on Riceinfo at 
http://www. ruf rice, edu/fhb/. 

causes backup 
WIESS, from PaKe 1 
tion. "We just foynd out that one of 
the sewer lines was broken," Maal 
said. 

Now, the pipe needs to be re-
placed with a new one. "1 feel we will 
have it done by the end of the week," 
Hicks said. In the meantime, F&H 
instructed students in the six af-
fected rooms and the correspond-
ing rooms above them not to use 
their plumbing for two days at most. 
Also, students were offered alter-
nate living a r r angemen t s in the 
Graduate House. 

Raw sewage saturated the carpet 
of two rooms, Wiess College main-
tenance rep Brett Partridge said. 
Students had to stay out of their 
rooms on Saturday because of the 
stench and spent-most of the week-
end cleaning their closets and floors. 

Although the students were told 
that a cleaning crew would clean up 
their rooms, "they didn't clean out 
tl\e bathroom completely at all ... 
they only cleaned out the shower," 
Winnike said. 

Problems noticed the week be-
fore last could have indicated Friday 
night's sewage problem. 

"Last Tuesday the bubbling fin 
the toilet] started. I reported the 
problem to F&H. However, no one 
showed up for three or four days. It 
seems like excrement attract s F&H," 
Wiess sophomore Jonathan Wiiks 
said. -

Hicks said that F&H has plans to 
reimburse students for possessions 
ruined by the sewage water. 

Vice President of Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho and Manager of 
Residential Colleges Bob Truscott 's 
presence Friday night eased the situ-
ation for the students. 

"Camacho and Truscoit were pri-
marily concerned with taking care 
of the students, which was comfort-
ing," Wilks said. 

mailto:danor@aol.com
http://www
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It's Play Time! 

Mechanical Engineering students built four pieces of 
wooden playground equipment last semester for 
Jefferson Elementary School. The project was part of 
Professor Timothy Harrlgan's Mechanical Design 
Applications class. The pieces include: a hex-a-saw, 
similar to a seesaw but with six fulcrums; a 
suspension bridge with a slide (pictured above and at 
left); a 25 foot-long S-shaped balance beam and a 
large xylophone that is played by stepping on the 
keys. Jefferson Elementary is located at the 
intersection of 1-45 North and Loop 610. 

COURTtSY JtRfcMY GIBSON 

Students robbed while 
traveling in Guatemala 

Armed gunmen attacked a group 
of 16 American college students and 
officials on a study tour in southern 
Guatemala, robbing all of them and 
raping five women, the U.S. Em-
bassy to Guatemala said Sunday. 

The four gunmen forced the 
group's bus off the road with a pickup 
truck and ordered the 13 students 
and three officials from St. Mary's 
College of Maryland into a sugar 
cane field, where they were robbed 
and the five women raped. 

A U.S. Embassy officrtH said that 
police have arrested two male Gua-
temalan suspects. 

Violent attacks and robberies 
against tourists are not uncommon 
in Guatemala, although the govern-
ment tries to downplay the problem. 
The U.S. State Department warns 
visitors to Guatemala about high-
way robbery and armed assaults. 

The five women, who are between 
the ages of 18 and 20, were treated at 
a local hospital and left Guatemala 
on Saturday. The rest of the group 
left the country Sunday . 

The attack happened on Friday 
afternoon while the group was trav-
eling along Guatemala's Pacific 
Highway near the southern town of 
Santa Lucia Cotzumalguapa,* 40 
miles southwest of Guatemala City. 

It was near the end of a three-
week trip to Guatemala for the St. 
Mary's College students, who were 
learning about the history and cul-
ture of the Central American nation. 

The attack was reported to Gua-
temalan police Friday, but police 
headquarters in Guatemala City did 
not tell local or international report-
ers about it until U.S. media issued 
reports Sunday based on accounts 
by the returning students. 

Source: Reuters, Jan. 19. 

Harvard museum may 
own stolen antiquities 

Scholars criticized a Harvard 
University museum because some 
of its recent acquisitions were 
allegedly looted from tombs in Italy. 

According to a story in Friday's 
Boston Globe, critics are question-
ing the Arthur M.Sackler Museum's 
acquisition of certain classical antiq-
uities. 

The acquisitions include 182 
Greek vase fragments, which may 
have been smuggled out of Italy, 
and 70 ancient Greek coins, which 
the museum purchased from an in-
ternational dealer who has* been 
barred from Italy for dealing in looted 
goods. James Cuno, director of 
Harvard's art museums, denied the 
charges in an interview with The 
Chronicle of Higher Education on 
Sunday. 

Cuno attributed the scrutiny of 
the pieces by scholars to a "real 
debate in the academy" about the 
acquisition of antiquities 

Claire Lyons, vice-president for 
professional responsibility of the 
Archaeological Institute of America, 
said officials at Harvard's museums 
had not thoroughly investigated the 
origins of the antiquities and "in-
stead looked for loopholes" to jus-
tify their acquisition. 

The Greek vase fragments range 
in age from the eighth century B.C. 
to the fourth century B.C. The mu-
seums purchased the fragments in 
1995 from a dealer in New York who 
obtained them from J. Robert Guy, 
an archaeologist al Oxford Univer-
sity Guy, according to several 
sources quoted by the Globe, has for 
many years authenticated classical 
vases as part of business relation-
ships with dealers who have been 
implicated in buying antiquities that 
were smuggled out of Italy. 

The 70 ancient Greek coins came 
from Robert E. Hecht, who has been 
barred from Italy and Turkey for the 
last two decades because of his al-
leged involvement in the illicit trade 
of antiquities. 

Cuno said the coins had been on 
loan to the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston since the early 1970s, before 
Harvard's policy denying pieces of 
questionable origin went into effect. 

Still, archaeologists told the Globe 
that without adequate documenta-
tion, a museum should-not acquire 
such objects. 

Source: Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation Online, fan 19 

UT law school seeks to 
up minority enrollment 

The University of Texas School 
of Law may follow the example of 
UT System medical schools in an 
effort to increase minority enroll-
ment, law school officials said 
Wednesday. 

The law school will use many of 
the same criteria that have bolstered 
the diversity of the medical schools' 
applicant pool. Dean of the UT 
School of Law Michael Sharlot said. 

"Like the medical schools, we 
are deeply committed to achieving 
diverse student bodies and are pre-
sented with difficulty in achieving 
this surrounding the Hopwood deci-
sion," Sharlot said. 

In a system-wide conference this 
week, officials from the UTSystem's 
four medical schools reported a sig-
nificant, •increase in the number of 
Hispanics and blacksoffered admis-
sions to UT medical schools. 

The increase was achieved by 
de-emphasizing test scores and 
grade point averages in favor of a 
more balanced examination of ap-
plicants' background, Chairman of 
the Admissions Committee for the 
UT Health Center at San Antonio 
David Jones said. 

Following the Hopwood ruling, 
which ended the use of affirmative 
action in admissions, Texas public 
universities saw a significant de-
crease in minority enrollment. 

But at UT medical schools, 142 
Hispanics and 50 blacks were admit-
ted this year, compared to last year's 
figures of 108 Hispanics and 29 
blacks, according to the report. 

The admissions process to UT 
medical school now takes into ac-
count applicants' socioeconomic 
backgrounds, personal essays and 
extracurricular activities as under-
graduates in addition t<J test scores 
to help make the final determina-
tion, Jones said. 

Of the student pool for applicants 
initially accepted to the programs— 
prior to the admissions interviews 
— the averages for standardized 
scores showed little change. 

Source: Daily Texan Online, 
Jan. 15. 
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UNIVERSITY AT GREENBRIAR 

664-5700 
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Bring this Coupon 
for our pick up special! 

ONE LARGE PIZZA 
w/One Topping, $6 

TAKE OUT ONLY, NOT VALID WITH DELIVERY 

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 1/30/98 
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HOURS: 
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Friday 
Sunday 
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Tea 
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Bagels 
Cookies 
Rice Cakes 
and more... 

@ the rice COFFEEHOUSE 
(a public service) 

; -p; 

J 

im 

iMM 
itlfj : '• '* ' 

VI 
• ' Hal 

w-.m 

Last Chance 

Classes begin: 

thurs., Jan. 15th Sat., Jan. 24th 
Sun., Jan. 25tfr Sun., Feb. 8th 

Call today to enroll In the 1MCAT prep course. 

1 - • • • - f l f ' T I S I 
www.kaplan.com 

fill 

m 
'm 
'M ?f*i! 

m 

• - Jl 
1 « i r ; : , t p 

' : ' . 

I 

http://www.kaplan.com


nlK RICE TKKKSHEK FRIDAY. JANUARY 23. 199* 

mm 
| S 5 ^ ^ 
alive at 

b e e n recovered 
a r o u n d c a m 

<sing i t ems have b< 
Various locat ions 

"lx>vr is the mos t durab le power 
in the world ... l o v e is t h e only ton <• 
capable of t r ans fo rming an e n e m y 
into a f r iend." 

T h e s e words , spoken by the late 
Martin Luther King Jr . . se t the t h e m e 
of the candle l ight vigil held in h is 
honor Jan, 19. 

The " C e l e b r a t i o n of R e m e m -
brance ," organized; by the Black Stu-
dent Association, c o m m e n c e d at 7 
p.m. at Willy s Statue and then pro-
ceeded to the Rice Chapel . 

After a few we lcoming r e m a r k s 
by USA Pres ident Hari th Nelson and 
the sonyi "We Shall O v e r c o m e " by 
the Melod ious Voices of Praise, ap-
proximately 60 Rice s tudents , fac 
u Ity and o t h e r q u e s t s l istened to 
« n e s i s p e a k e r Rev, F r a n k L. 
(. ha tmon . 

Or iginally f rom Louisiana, Rev. 
l ha tmon now res ides in Hous ton 
and is the youth minis ter of the New 
Br igh t S ta r M i s s i o n a r y Bapt i s t 
Chu rch , 

He spoke about the impor tance 
of love and religion in t h e civil r igh ts 
s t ruggle . "We' re not h e r e b e c a u s e 
of any th ing grea t that we've done , 
but b e c a u s e of ( r o d ' s a m a z i n g 
grace ," said C ha tmon . 

He emphas ized the impor tance 
of having d r e a m s and of r emember -
ing the impor tant people who allow 
you to achieve t hem 

"In life, the m o r e we go up the 
ladder, the. more we forget the people 
u n d e r us w h o need our help. Wher-
ever 1 go, 1 must allow my d r e a m s 
and v i s ion to b e c o m e r ea l i t y , " 
C ha tmon said. 

A n o t h e r t h e m e e x p r e s s e d 
th roughou t the p r o g r a m was that 
the s t rugg le for equali ty con t inues 
today. 

"A lot of th ings that Br. King 
s tar ted still need to cont inue. We 
should do more and be more aware 

Approximately 60 students celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday Monday night with a candlelight vigil at 
Willy's Statue. A local minister addressed the students, encouraging them to strive to achieve their dreams. 

of what ' s going on in the world," 
Student Association Internal Vice 
President: Anne Count iss said. 

T h e p rog ram concluded with the 
song "Amazing Grace" and a bene-
diction by Sid Richardson f r e shman 
Jamila Nelson. 

Harsh weather delays 
bike track construction 

W o r k e r s began to rebuild the 
bike track Dec. 3. Although worke r s 
have comple ted and restabilized the 
t rack 's basic g roundwork , inclem-
ent wea the r has delayed complet ion 
of the t rack. 

The wea ther has been so bad 
that we haven ' t go t t en any th ing 
done, It 's been stop and go," Mainte-
nance Planner for Facilities and En-
gineer ing H a n n e s Hofer said. T h e 
track will be completed as soon as 
the rain s tops long enough for the 
final layer of asphal t to be laid down. 

"It's been seven or eight years 
[since the last t ime the track has 
been worked on], but they just put 
asphalt down on the parking lot," 
said Hofer . 

Construct ion, originally sched-
uled to end in Spe tember , was post-
poned for fear it could not be com-
pleted before the Rice-University of 
Texas football g a m e Sept. 27. 

Pos tpon ing t rack cons t ruc t ion 
m e a n s the t rack will be " f resh" for 
Beer-Bike, s ince many outs ide or-
ganizat ions use the pa rk ing lot for 
even t s in t h e fall. T h e budge t -ap-
proved last April for the t rack was 
$70,000. 

Campus police post 
site for found property 

T h e Rice University Police De-
par tment h a s c rea ted a W e b site to 
help s t uden t s find lost proper ty . 

T h e page, de s igned by Corporal 
Randy Marshal l , gives s t u d e n t s a 
readily access ib le way to s ee if their 

pus , inc lud ing t h e library, RMC and 
C ash ie r ' s Of f ice have a c o d e which 
allows Campus Police to access the 
page and post missing items along 
with a brief description. Students 
can then retrieve their property by 
identifying tha missing items. 

"We don't put everything about 
the items on the Web, so the person 
has to provide some description as 
to what was lost." -explained Rice 
University Police Chief Mary 
Voswinkel. 

l i t e police d e p a r t m e n t is work-
ing on at least two m o r e onl ine 
projects , inc luding ca r registrat ion 
and pa rk ing ticket appea l s via the 
Internet . 

Hie lost and found proper ty page 
be accessed at t h e following 

address : http://rupd. rice.edu/found. 

Rice Cakes'food stolen 
from Hanszen kitchen 

A bak ing s h e e t filled with food 
w a s s to len f r o m a s e c o n d floor, 
H a n s z e n k i t c h e n on S a t u r d a y , 
Jan . 18. 

T h e stolen pan be longed to Rice 
C a k e s , a c a m p u s o r g a n i z a t i o n 
s tar ted last yea r that allows c lubs to 
bake in t h e Hanszen k i t chen and 
then sell t h e i t ems at t h e Coffee-
house . T h e stolen i t ems were worth 
about $6 and t h e thef t m a r k e d the 
first t ime any th ing had b e e n stolen 
f rom Rice Cakes . 

"Somet imes , however , food is left 
out to cool and people will take some, 
even t h o u g h they know it be longs to 
Rice Cakes , " Rice C a k e s Pres ident 
Meryl Scho l l enbe rge r said. 

Hanszen Col lege Pres ident Or-
lando C a r d o s o said h e had no idea 
who stole the i tems and t hat he would 
sugges t col lect ing money at the next 
cab ine t mee t ing to he lp pay for the 
stolen goods . 

GET READY FOR THE ULTIMATE 

VIRTUAL REALITY 
EXPERIENCE! 

© Shoot Baskets in Cyber Jam 

© Fly Through Space in Turbo Kourier 

© Be A Goalie in Shut Out Hockey 

© Find Buried Treasure in Shark Bait 
.And Many More! 

$1 U'JtN! A S S 0 € 1 A T I 0 
The Student Association Sena te met Monday. The following i tems were 
d i scussed: 

• Petitions for general elect ions will be available on Monday, Jan. 26 , 
in the Student Organizations office. . # 

• The SA is likely to propose a blanket tax to help fund student 
organizations. Please talk to your College president or sena tor if you 
want information or have opinions on this i ssue . 

• A group of s tuden t s is examining Rice's commitment to retaining 
minority faculty. If you are interested in working on this issue, 
contact your president or senator . 

Next meeting: Monday at 10 p.m. in Kelley Lounge in the Student 
Center. 

Discover the latest advances in virtual reality techniques. Cybervision 
lets you actually step inside an animated 

video environment, then 
take home a free videotape 

or your performance. 
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No', 
The decision to built 

instead of nine was made without 
public announcement or discussion. 
A Thresher telephone poll con-
ducted Jan. 14-15 found that only 58 
percent of undergraduates knew two 
more colleges would be built, over 
one month after the plan was an-
nounced in Rice News. 

Student Association External 
Vice President Travis Hopp praised 
the strategic plan for its boldness 
and expressed support for the build-

ing of two more colleges. Having 80 
percent of the student body on-cam-
pus "will definitely create a more 
cohesive student body, but 1 do wish 
there had been more of a public 
debate before that was decided." 
Hopp said. 

Tlie Thresher poll found that 22 
percent of undergraduates sup-
ported the administration's decision 
not to release any information about 
the plan to build a 10th college until 
it had been approved by the board, 
while 56 percent did not approve. 

Provost David Auston said the 
lack of disclosure was merely a re-
flection of how board deliberations 
function. "There was no intention to 
be secret, and the information is 
going to be fully disclosed now that 

it's final," he said 
No enrollment increase 
Strong negative student reaction 

toa 1996draft strategic plan released 
by the planning coi 
it focusing on the i 

_ i ° f 
increase 

in undergraduate enrollment sug-
gested by that plan, meant that the 
committee had to rethink its earlier 
conclusions. 

The committee ultimately re-
treated from its original position, 
and the implementation plan fore-
sees no future enrollment increase. 
"We're going to hold enrollment 
constant in the short term," Auston 
said. "We're trying to continue to be 
a small institution because we see a 
great deal of value, especially to stu-
dents, in having ... a lot of contact 

The administration, underthe guidance of a faculty/student committee,-will begin in earnest to examine possible 
locations for the two new colleges when architect Caesar Pelli visits Rice Jan. 27. Pellt 
designed the Ley Student Center and Herring Hall, and in 1983 devised a 
hypothetical campus plan with 10 colleges. 

Between Jones and Abercrombie: Pelli located one college 
here in his 1983 plan, but this spot could accomodate either 
one or both of the new colleges. A disadvantage is that it would 
eliminate the soccer field next to Jones. 
Across from Bio Labs and the Student Center: This location 
offers ample green space, but it may be 50 years before many 
more academic buildings are close by. 

Behind Hanszen: Pelli located 
another college here in his 
1983 plan. Building on this 
site would eliminate existing 
parking spaces. 

between faculty and students." 
The administration says that the 

college system report demonstrates 
sufficient unfulfilled demand for on 
campus housing to fill two more 
colleges without any increase in 
enrollment. "The size of the student 
body wiH not increase as long as I'm 
at Rice." Gillis said. 

1997 Sid alumnus Dan Newman 
and Wiess junior Grayson Morris 
both believed that enrollment will 
increase; the only question is when. 
"I think they're going to have a hard 
time filling those colleges ... I don't 
think there'll be enough students to 
fill two new colleges," Morris said. 

Shooting up fast 
If the pace of its first few steps in 

building the new colleges is any mea-
sure, the university is wasting no 
time in shepherding Rice's first new 
colleges in 25 years through con-
ception, construction and comple-
tion. The implementation plan esti-
mates the total cost of building the 
two new colleges at $26.3 million 
each, and puts the cost of the new 

Wiess at $23.2 million. It projects 
completion of the new col-
leges for fiscal year 2001 

and comple t ion of 
Wiess in 2003. 

Gillis and 
C u r r i e 

c a u -
tioned 

t li a t 
t h u s e 

da t e s art* 
approximate 

and likely to 
change at least a 

little. "I think we're 
anx ious to move 

quickly, but 'quickly' 
doesn't mean that next 

semester there's going to 
be a new college on the cam-

pus," Currie said. "It's a time 
when we ought to entertain a lot 

of different ideas." 

The only thing that is certain is 
that the ninth college will house 
Wiess students while the new Wiess 
is being constructed. The 10th col-
lege may be built simultaneously 
with the ninth or after it. Another 
option, housing Wiess students in 
the soon-to-be defunct Graduate 
House building, was rejected by 
administration and Wiess students 
alike, who judged the Graduate 
House too remote and inhospitable 
for incoming freshmen. 

Consideration of where the new 
colleges will Jbe located and what 
they will be like has only just begun. 
VPSA Camacho said he and a newly-
appointed five-person committee 
composed of faculty and students 
hope to develop guidelines for the 

new colleges — what they will look 
like, what size they will be, 
their commons, kitchen and ove 
configuration should be —' which 
will be passed on to the architect. 

Hopp was among those to raise 
quest ions about the shrinking 
amount of green space on campus. 
Another issue to be addressed is 
that of redistributing students to fill 
the two new buildings. Newman said 
he hoped the new colleges would 
not be peopled with "rejects" from 
other colleges, as Sid was in 1971. 

Kodolfo Machado, who designed 
Sesquicentenial Park in Houston as 
well as the Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity Center and a parking garage at 
Princeton University, has been com-
missioned to design one of the two 
new colleges, Camacho said. 

In the meantime, Caesar Pelli, 
who designed Herring Hall and the 
Ley Student Center, will revisit cam-
pus Jan. 27 to reexamine the cam-
pus plan he devised in 1983. That 
plan, which was not followed in the 
building of Alice Pratt Brown Hall in 
1991, located a ninth college between 
Jones College and Abercrombie En 
gineering laboratory and a 10th in 
what is now Parking Lot R behind 
Hanszen College. 

Camacho and Currie stressed 
that no particular site is favored at 
tlje moment. 

The case of Wfess 
While no specific decisions have 

been made regarding the new cul-
leges, Wiess President George 
Fotinossaid Wiess students strongly 
prefer that the new Wiess be mod-
eled on the old one, with outside 
hallways, large windows and an open 
atmosphere. "1 think it's helped to 
foster a strong community at Wiess," 
he said. "That's something we're tiy-
ing desperately to express to the 
administration, that we want the 
structure very similar, if not the 
same." 

Eolinos said he also feared that, 
once the ninth and 10th colleges are 
built, administration interest in re-
building Wiess will die out, a senti-
ment Morris echoed. "It's going to 
move the priority of the rebuilding 
of Wiess College further down the 
list. Wiess needs a new college," he 
sraid. 

While impressing that he was 
very happy that Wiess was finally 
going to be rebuilt, Fotinos said he 
thought the reconstruction period 
would challenge Wiess to hold onto 
its traditions. "Our college is going 
to go through a diaspora, if you will 
We're going to be transplanted from 
one building to another — what's 
that going to do to our tradition, our 
culture, our spirit, etc.? There's a 
ritjk we'll lose a lot," he said. 

"If you were going to live in one of the two 
new colleges, what would you want?" 

Suites instead of having.to go down the hallway 
to shower, and-eievator access ... That's what I' 
hate about Baker. I'd rather have suites. And 
better food." " "« 

Valerie Van Horn, on campus Baker College 
junior 

"More s ing les and more modern l iv ing 
accomodations." 
— Larry Ruffln, off campus Wiess College junior 

"More common areas, more places to hang out; 
more gam^room-type things like morfrpoot table% 
and more ping-pong tables." 
— Ondat Tmong, senior, University «f Texas at 

OaHas 

THRESHER' POLL: THE NEW COLLEGES 
The Thresher conducted an anonymous telephone survey of 167 Rice undergraduates on the evenings of Jan. 
14 and 15. The poll's questions addressed the plan to build two new residential colleges and the related 
question of undergraduate enrollment increase. Students were selected at random using the campus directory 
The survey's margin of error is 6%. 

Did you know that two 
new colleges were 
going to be built? 

No 

Are you in favor of building two 
more colleges provided that 
there is no increase in 
enrollment? _ 

Dontcare 
.3% 

Don't Know 
' 20% 

Would you be in favor of 
gradually increasing the size 
of the undergraduate 
student body, assuming 
faculty and other resources 
were also increased? 

Don't know 

Favor Increase 
of more than 
750 students 

10* 

Don't care 

Do you agreO with 
the administration's 
decision to not 
release any 
infortnation abort its 
plan to build two 
more CvRQ|9V WHVI 
It had been 
by the Board of, 

Don't Know 
11% 

Don't Care 
11% 

Favor increase sf 
0-780 students 

31* 

to any 
site increase 

57% 

us 
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Jefferson Davis Hospital (1937), the old public 
hospital, got its name in a political compromise 
when i t was discovered that its predecessor 
built on top of a Confederate graveyard. The 
hospital was closed in 1989 after the opening of 
Ben Taub Hospital in the Medical Center. 

the Transco lower (1983) is the third 
tallest building in Houston. T he Gatleria/ 
Post Oak area developed from the 1970s 
onward as an alternative downtown. In 
addition to considerable office space, 
it now has more retail a'nd hotel 
space than downtown. Certain sorts of 
businesses (banks and management 
consult ing firms, for example) 
tend to be located downtown; others 
(such as engineering firms 
prefer Post Oak. 

i t - d 

p p 

Allen Parkway 
Village, a 1930s 
housing project, is 
being torn down. 

^Cu l l en Center 

of downtown, from the west, 
shows only a row of gleaming 
skyscrapers, this angle shows 
downtown in all its complexity. 

• ' ";Ys V'1,/'*' "• " ''<CV' ' ' 
You can get downtown by METRO bus 
(call 635-4000). On the weekends, 
most metered street parking is free; 
look for green stickers on the parking 
meter poles. 

Much of the information in this feature 
comes from Stephen Fox's Houston 
Architectural Guide (AJA, 1990). Pfix 
teaches a class on Houston 
architecture at Rice. " 

Thanks to the Rice Design Alliance for 
renting the club for their fall gala and 
thus making this feature possible. 

The newes t sk • 
: downtown, HftritttM Ma ia 

j# m ('wiii*p -wfiiip. 
: Houston's •con ' • 
th i t i iU i t in i iV i 

. »«" top 
symbolises Houston's ties to 
Utin America. 

Allen Parkway, which follows 
Buffalo Bayou to the west of 
downtown, was built as an 
access to River Oaks, the 
exclusive residential enclave 
developed starting in 1923. 

J 
Allen Center (rramed after 
Augustus and John Allen, 

nders of Houston.) 

Smith 

YMCA (1941) 

THESE WERE THE TALLEST 
BUILDING IN HOUSTON: 

19?/ ESPERSON BUllDING 
ft., i i stories. 

.'.09 

1929 • GULF BUILDING /.SO FT., 
34} stones, A classic 1920s 
skyscraper 

1963 HUMBLE BUILDING (now 
Exxon) - 600 ft., 44 stories. 
Sunshades adapt modern 
architecture to the Houston 
climate. Tallest building west of 
the Mississippi at the time 

197! ONE SHELL PLAZA • 715 ft,, 
50 stories. Ta l lo t concrete 
building in,the world when i f was 
built ' its innovative structure was 
designed by Fazlur Kahn, who 
also engineered the Sears lower 

1981 TEXAS COMMERCE TOWER 
1,00? ft., 75 stories, Briefly the 
tallest building west of the 
Mississippi. Still Houston's tallest. 

THE TALLEST SKYLINES IN THE 
U.S.: Chicago (1,454 f t ) ; New 
York (1.386 ft.): Atlanta (1,050 
ft. ) : -toy A nqelev (1,01,7 f t ..).. 
Houston. 

Parking lots are a transitional land use. 
Some land downtown is priced too high 
to justify building anything but a large 
tower. If there isn't enough office 
demand to justify one. the owhers use 

' "tne land for parking, which earns them 
some income while leaving the land 
vacant until the market improves. 

There's more to 
downtown than you 
can see here. Most of 
the major skyscrapers 
are linked by a private 
underground tunnel 
system lined with 
shops and eateries. 
Its only entry is 
through bui lding 
lobbies, except at a 
few places like Wells 
Fargo Plaza, where 
staijs lead down from 
the sidewalk. 

The Wedge International 
Building is lit up in green 
neon at n ight 

Interstate 45 
defines the 
southern and 
western edges 
of downtown. 
Freeways can be 
a powerful force 
in marking 
neighborhood 
boundaries." 

This Was. a prominent 
black neighborhood, 
but i t was cut off from 
its surroundings by the 
construction of 1-45. 
That neighborhood's 
only vestige is the 
Antioch'Baptist Church 
(1879). Note the 
angled streets. These 
are left-overs of the 
Fourth Ward street grid, 
which is at an angle to 
the downtown grid. 

In the 1970s and 80s, Smith 
and Louisiana streets 
became a prime off ice 
location, lifted with new 
skyscrapers ... 

while Main Street, once 
the retail and~commerciat 
center of the city, declined. 
Stores were boarded up and 
there was virtually no new 
construction. 

O 
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One of the most famous (or notorious, in the eyes of some in his 
field) architects of the past two decades is Phillip Johnson. 
Several of his most noted buildings are in Houston. Pennzoit 
Place (1976) "broke out of the bo*" of conservative 1970s 
skyscraper design with its geometrically-shaped pair of buildings 
and helped usher in the stylistic free-for-all of post-modern 
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M a l i At the northeastern edge of 
downtown, work has begun 
on clearing the site for the 
new baseball stadium. 
Union Station (1911), 
which served passenger 
trains until 1971, will 
become part of the new 
structure. • • « 

m 
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Texas Commerce Tower (1981) the 
tallest building in Houston and, for a 
while, the tallest building west of the 
Mississippi. 
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Houston Center was proposed 
in 1970 as a 33-b lock 
development which would 
cover all of the streets in the 
area (except for intersections) 
with a 4-level parking deck. 
One block of Fannin was roofed 
over before the declining 
rea l estate market and 
Houstonians who preferred to 
see the sky forced a change of 
plans. 

/ / II W W 

Milam 

the Tenneco Building (1963, n"ow El 
Paso Energy) was one of the first modern 
buildings downtown and is stil l admired 
•for its proportions. 

Main St. 

The Esperson Building 
(1927), built by Mellie 
Esperson as a monument to 
her husband, dominated the 
downtown skyline through 
the 1950s. Esperson hosted 
parties on theroof'terraces. 

The Gulf Building 
(19Z9) was the 
tallest in Houston 
unti l 1963. Check 
out the ornate 
lobby. 

In the 1950s. Houston architects built "contemporary" 
buildings like this one (Texas National Bank. 1 y*jf>) ... 

v : 

Houston's first central air 
conditioning system was 
installed in the Humble Oil 
Building (1921/1936) in 
1932. 

/ ... but those went out of style when out-of-
town architects Uke Sktdrnore, Owincjs, and 
Merrill introduced the International Style 
with buildings like the first City National 
Bank (1960), which is now largely vacant. 

The bank moved to a 
new tower in 1981 

The Theater District, north of City Hall, includes 
Jones Hall (Houston Symphony), the Alley Theater, 
the Wortham Center (Houston Grand Opera), and 
the Music Hall (Theater under the Stars; wil l soon 
be replaced by a new performing arts center.) The 
area's newest addition is Bayou Place, which 
includes restaurants a pool halt, a theater for 
concerts and a movie theater. It's only been open 
for a month or so, and it's already buzzing on the 
weekends with an upscale crowd. 

When the first Methodist Church (1910) was 
built, it was in a wealthy Victorian residential 
neighborhood. By the 1920s, the neighborhood 
had already started to become commercial. 
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The George R. Brown Convention Center (1987) 
is separated from the rest of downtown by 
parking lots. A new convention center hotel 
will help f i l l the gap. 

This building is home to 
Notsuoh, a foffeeshop/ 
chess c lub /a r t space 
w i t h i ts own dance 
company, all housed in 
an old pawn shop. 
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Houston began on Buffalo Bayou at 
the foot Of Main Street., where the 
Alien brothers landed and laid out 
the original townsite. The Main 
Street Wharf continued to be an 
important transportation node into 
the late 19th century. Today, a 
small park marks the spot. Across 
the river is the'Uni versity of Houston 
Downtown; nearby are- Market 
Square, lined with old, two-story 
buildings, the old banking district 
at the foot of Main Street and the 
courthouse area. 
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Come join us in Miner Lounge for the 
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If you are curious about working for the 
Thresher, please drop by the meeting 

This meeting is open to potential writers, photographers, assistant ^ 
editors, assistant business managers, page designers, team players, 
selfish people, pizza lovers, clutter reductionists and the angst-ridden. 
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A new production that's 

mostly traditional, Houston 

Grand Opera presents the 

Houston premiere of this 

spectacular Puccini opera. 

Demand is high for this tale 

of tragedy, so buy tickets 

soon. And don't forget to 

take a box of tissues to the 

performance. 

Wortham Theater Center, 

Brown Theater, through Feb, 

15, evenings 7:30 p.m., 

matinees 2 p.m. 

sat trrday 

\ 

T1TQ PUENTE 

Get your Latin groove on 

this Saturday as the 

Godfather of the Timbales, 

Tito Puente. along with his 

Latin Jazz Ensemble takes 

the Aerial Theater at 

Bayou Place by storm. 

He will prove to you that 

> salsa is more than just 

\ a condiment. 

Aerial Theater at Bayou 

• Place, Jan 24. Tickets 

1 available from Ticket 

Master outlets. Call 

(713) 629 3700 for 

more info. 

o n g o i n g 

AMERICAN 
IMAGES 

Catch "American 

Images: The-SBC 

collection of Twentieth-

Century American Art," 

an overview of art 

ranging from early 

abstractionism to pop art. 

The exhibit runs through 

January 25. 

Museum of Fine Arts. 

$1.50 for students or free 

admission on Thursday. 

JASON WHflt iM. 

Big shots in the director's chair 
Chris Eska, along with the help of Rice students Corey Pie and Afshin Farzadar, Art Professor Brian Huberman and professional actors Lew Temple and 
Mikkl Zeitounni, created Conscious Covenlence, one of seven films showing tomorrow at the Museum of Fine Arts. Under the guidance of Huberman, 
students created short pieces on a variety of subjects and covering a wide range of genres, from standard stories to art house movies, and even one 
piece that was created completely on computer. The show starts at 7:30 and tickets are $4 with student ID. 

in new movie 
Danie l McDermon 
THRESHER STAFF 

January is a month filled with 
contradictions. It's the month when 
the theater offerings are the most 
varied, because now is the time when 
studios ship out both their greatest 
achievements and their weakest pro-
ductions, the films that they are most 
proud of and the films that they are. 
almost too embarrassed to release. 

'kundun 

Rating: # # # * (out of five) 

Currently in theaters. 

Oscar contenders flood the mar-
ket at the end of December, but 
since a film only has to play in Los 
Angeles to qualify for the Academy 
Awards, studios often hold back 
wider distribution for a few weeks. 

Similarly, when studios get their 
haridson a film so awful they'd rather 
forget about it than put their names 
on it, they frequently hold it back 
unti l the beginning of the year, when 
theater attendance is down and low 
returns are easier to take. 

It's easy to tell which January 
movies are intended to garner Acad-
emy Award nominations and which 
aren't. Case in point: Kundun, Mar-
tin Scorsese's picture about the early 
years of the 14th Dalai Lama. This is 
clearly a film that Touchstone Pic-
tures was proud to release. 

Tibet was invaded by China in 
1950, and, despite the diplomatic 
efforts of the then 15-year-old B&lai 
Lama, it received no support or rec-
ognition from the United States or 
other Western nations. After refus-
ing to sanction the occupation of 
Tibet by the Chinese, the Dalai L ima 
left Tibet to live as an exile in India. 

He has spent the rest of his life 
working to free Tibet from China. 
Kundun focuses on the first 24 years 
of the Dalai Lama's life, from his 
"discovery" in 1937 as the reincar-
nation of the recently deceased 13th 
Dalai I^ama to his relucant depar-
ture from Tibet in 1959. 

W i th such classics as Mean 
Streets, Raging hull, and GoodFellas 
behind him, Scorsese is one of the 
world's most revered film directors' 
The DaJ[ai buna is a spiritual icon 
whose life is one of the most dra-
matic and spectacular stories of the 
20th century. All of that might sug-
gest that this film is value-sized, 
Gandhi-sty\e storytelling. 

Too bad. Scorsese wasn't inter-
ested in the panoramic pomp of a 
Richard Attenborough film. As in 
The Last Temptation of Christ, he's 
more interested in the man (and his 
films are all about men) than the 
grandeur. He wants to tell us about 
a personal journey, what he calls 
"the interior epic ." Like David Lean, 
Scorsese takes an intimate look at 
an extraordinary life. 

Which may not be what you're 
expecting. Kundun isgorgeous with-
out relying upon stale images; lush 
but not lavish. It is understated and 
serene. 

Which is perhaps of necessity. 
The subject. His Holiness the Dalai 
L ima, is the spiritual and political 
leader of the Tibetan people. He is 
also a pure pacifist, so the film lacks 
much external conflict. Scorsese 
doesn't provide images of Chinese 
invaders sweeping across hilltops. 
There are no clashing armies or 
heroic gestures. The conf l ic t is 
neatly contained within the bounds 
of the monasteries where the Dalai 
Lama lives — w i t h one exception, a 
scene in China, when the Dalai Lama 
meets with Mao Zedong (played by 
the American actor Robert Lin). Mao 
speaks peaceably, but he is lull of 
menace as he tells how Tibet wil l be 
"liberated" by China. 

Kundun is a depa r t y re for* 
Scorsese, whose most famous arid-
successful films have brimmed with 
violent language and action. Here 
he paces himself, t ry ing to establish 
gentler patterns in harmony with 
the pastoral and spiritual setting of 
the fi lm. He uses simple shots and 
refined composition instead of the 
glitzy showmanship of his earlier 
works. 

Scorsese emphasizes what the 
growing boy-leader feels as he as-
sumes the responsibilities of his 
position and confronts growing hor-
ror at the effects of Chinese occu-
pancy. 

Most of all, Scorsese explores 
the Dalai Lama's guilt at leaving his 
nation and its people behind. 

With a wonderful cast of'Tibetan 
actors (the film is 100 percent Pitt-
less) and sets and locations in Mo-
rocco. the director establishes an 
honest mood without the showy style 
frequently employed in films of such 
scope. Tenzin T h u t h o b Tsarong 
plays the adult Dalai I^ama with grace 
and intelligence. 

Roger Deakins' cinematography 
and Philip Glass' score fit neatly to-
gether within Scorsese's overall con-
ception of the story to present a 
singularf i lm experience worth medi-
tating on 

" 1 

• 

• p i 

M 

Greco II Dance Company mesmerizes with beautiful flamenco 
HemmySo 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

.There's something about fla-
menco that engages the human eye. 
Perhaps it's the power of the danc-
ers' physical movements. Or maybe 
it's the showy costumes, with the 
women in both skinny dresses and 

long whirlwinds of 
br ight fabric, and 
men in tight-fitt ing 
black pants and 
breezy tops which 
expose * r i p p l i n g 
muscle (pretty con-
venient , huh?). I 
could even go over 
the edge and say it's 
the fiery, haunting 

strength of a single guitar, a voice 
and maybe a pair of castenets 

Whatever it is, it's obviously a 
force strong enough to sell out both 
performances of the Jose Greco II 
Dance Company. 

A second generation company, 
the troupe's predecessor definitely 
left its mark, particularly on its di-
rector, Jose Greco II. 

His father founded the original 
touring Hispanic dance wnsemble 
(quite f i t t ingly, simply the Jose 
Greco Dance Company, no II) and 
for over half a century, Jose Greco 
was to flamenco what Bob Marley 
was to reggae. 

Soon enough, the metaphoric 
elements of flamenco dance such « 

music that pervades fire, passion and desire became char-
space on the acteristics associated with Greco 

himsel f— such was the relationship 
between dance and choreographer/ 
director. 

The same resi l ience carr ies 
th rough in the current tou r ing 
group. Cultural and artistic mes-
sages channel their way to the audi-
ence through the six dancers, in-
cluding Greco II himself. The pro-
gram includes a sorrana. bolero and, 
fantastically at the finish, tangos by 
the entire company. 

Tfte identities of musician, com-
poser, choreographer, director and 
dancer blur within the landscape of 
Wort ham — Greco takes up danc-
ing, dancer CarmekfVireco choreo-
graphs, guitarist Antonio Gabarri 
composes and dancer Raul Prieto 
both choreographs and provides per-
cussion accompaniment. 

4. 
if 

Ihe result is a tight company M l 
which is self-sufficient and respon- ij|§i sive to its own needs and artistic-
capabilities. 

Jose Greco II founded the dance 
troupe in 198(5, after a distinguished 
career in^manydifferent modes of 
dance, not just flamenco. Beginning 
as a ballet dancer, he has moved 
from that classical form to dance 
theater to modern dam e, with fla-
menco a constant in his repertoire. 

After debut ing itr America in 
' ^996, his company arrives in Hous-
ton Jan. 23 and 24 and is sponsored 
by the Society for the.iPe«forming 
Arts. Reputation alone promises a 
packed hopse with a high level of 
sensuality, expression and tech-
nique. That, and a lot of sweat from 
'both th*m and ug.1 • — 
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Titanic easily has one of the 
best soundtracks of the year, if 
not the best. This enormous ef-
fort on James Horner's part was 
one of the most highly antici-
pated scores of 1997, and it lives 
up to its expectations. The com-
position is long, with over 70 min-
utes of music, but the variety of 
sounds keeps you listening. 

' t i tanic ' 

James Horner 
Rating: # # # (out of five) 

. Horner's use of electronic syn-
thesizers adds both a mystical 
undertone and a delicate touch 
to the music. His is a driving, 
romantic style, with character 
that steins from the compose r s 
recognizable orchestrations. 

The vocals by Sissel Kyrkebo 
are hauntingly beautiful, though 
at times too repetitive. 

Piano crashes signify danger, 
and like the c rashes by the entire 
orchestra, they become overbear-
ing during some of the sequences 

which show the ship sinking. 
However , t h e s o u n d t r a c k 

holds enough good material to 
make up for this. T h e music 
played during the scenes of the 
ship's departure contains intense 
melodies and is reminiscent of 
the film's period. 

The inclusion of Morse code 
sounds to the fifth track ("Leav 
ing Port") is just one of the inter-
esting details that adds to the 
soundtrack's enjoyability. 

As a whole, however, the score 
has two. or three middle tracks 
that can definitely be skipped. 

Celine Dion's song "My Heart 
Will Go On and On" proves itself 
to be a sure Oscar contender. 
Dion performs the piece beauti-
fully; her voice creates a wistful 
and romantic tone. 1 think the 
song is a great complement to the 
score, and it works beautifully to 
close the entire soundtrack. 

All in all, this is a score that 
any film music enthusiast should 
invest in. If you loved the movie, 
Kguarantee the soundtrack to 
Titanic wiU definitly allow you to 
relish the movie even more. 

Hard Rain portrays Christian Slater, shown here alongside security side-kick Ed Asner, on the right side of the law as 
an armored caPdriver stuck In high flood waters with a band of money-loving thieves close on their tale. 

out in 
Viewer gets nothing but cold and wet from this run of the mill movie 

hang ten, 
earn six 

summer session, 
*6 weeks, 6 credits, about $2,400 including tuition, room & 
board, books, and airfare 

Term 1 May 26-July 2 • Term 2: July 6-August 14 

www summer hawaii edu • tol l-free 1 (800) 862-6628 

Susan Egeland 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Poor, poor Christian Slater. The 
drugs, the fights, the jail time and 
the movie HardRaimnust make the 
last few months seem like hell ftn 
earth. Chin up, Christian — your life 
can only get better. 

'hard rain' 

Rating: * (out of five) 

currently in theaters 

Unfortunately, Hard Rain is not 
the movie that will bring Slater, who 
was jailed the day after its premiere 
for beating his girlfriend and a po-
lice officer back into the hearts of 
Americans. Look for someth ing 
more original from Slater in eight to 
10 months, 

Hard Rain has the usual action-
packed ingredients — a good guy 
with a gun, a pretty girl, thieves with 
guns, good cops and bad cops with 
guns, gunfire and lots of money ($3 
million, to be exact) . The only thing 
Hard Rain adds is water — tons of 
it. lnfollowingthisfortnulafor"How 
to Make a Action Movie," Hard Rain 
fails to be original, clever or enter-
taining. The story line is trite and 
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the supporting cast is weak. 
However, the special effects are 

admirable. One particularly creative 
scene takes place in a flooded middle 
school; Slater rides a jet ski down 
the hallway, amidst floating text-
books and soggy lockers. Unfortu-
nately, by the end of the movie. I was 
a little water-logged, and I think one 
more raindrop would have sent me 
over the edge. 

The film is set in a small Indiana 
towrrslowly disappearing underwa-
ter. With the town flooded, local 
policemen, led by lame duck Sheriff 
Randy Quaid, begin evacuating resi-
dents. Slater and Ed Asner play ar-
mored transport drivers who arrive 
to clear the cash out of the local 
banks (here enters the $3 million). 

Soon enough, tragedy strikes and 
the armored transport car stalls in a 
flooded road. Out to steal the money 
from "the armored car is Morgan 
Freeman and his posse. 

Freeman plays a bad guy with an 
earring, and his posse is made up of 
an ex-teacher (who is conveniently 
knowledgeable about explosives), 
Michael Goorjian from T V s Party of 
Five and a third bad guy with a ban-
dana. Asner is shot within minutes, 
and only Slater is left to'defend-the 
cash. He hides the money in a cem-
etery and swims away. Later, he 
meets up with the sheriff and the 

quasi-love interest, Minnie Driver, 
who is in her weakest role to date. 
Unfortunately, they never get to kiss. 

Surprisingly, the annoying Betty 
White, of Golden Girls fame, is the 
most entertaining thing about this 
movie. It's sad when you have to 
look to her whiny antics to carry a 
movie. 

Still, she humorously portrays a 
nagging wife. She and her husband 
swear at each other. For some rea-
son, it's always funny to hear old 
people say bad words. Even Driver's 
pretty face fails to upstage White's 
ravings. 

All in all, the movie was mildly 
entertaining at best. The dialogue 
was painfully unintelligent and laden 
with boring cliches. I also did not 
think anyone could swim around as 
much as the cast of Hard Rain did — 
or hold their breath for half as long. 

Money makes people do crazy 
things, and the characters in Hard 
Rain Art no exception. The movie is 
so replete with role reversals that, 
by the end, I forgot who was shoot-
ifig whom apd why. Though confus-
ing, these plot twists also make for a 
somewhat surprising ending. 

Still, Hard Rain is more a waste 
of time than anything else. If floods 
are your thing, watch the Weather 
Channel — it is more useful, accu-
rate and entertaining. 

W 2 H 

m 

• • t m m m m H k h A N e w N s t i i ^ 
y t n t u i t v r t vwiHBWwp *** i m n n i w i i . 

C " m i n h t j w r f a . n i F W r i t i ' 
K § § 9 

r " U l 

* 

•5m i 
JpSISf 

^ l 

I* £ Mat nr.. 

i. ^ ^ — h _ . g S i l tmmmm 
i...»11 • 

, r 

http://guweb.gcorgetdWn.cau/sscc/


' • •• V r . v . ' . • V ; ' V V . 

• ; . ; 1 . 

M 
i ' i ' 5' .1 i '«p 4(',,y' / i;: } ' ,«'* j 

BSPJPiwT • " r " " '' ' 

:1$ 

FRIDAY. JANUARY 23. 1998 

frltififalfflr. •, iak&, •' < u 

Chris Baskin 

' % • 

IPw4s<':' ; * j—"" ••>. 
%' •• ^ ' * 

* 

y.i li An 

As the midpoint of the 1997-98 NBA campaign approaches, I 
find myself in the curious position of questioning the supremac; 
America's most popular professional sport. 

Has basketball begun to lose some of its luster, or are sagging 
attendance figures, low television ratings and 
drooping merchandise revenue misleading 
indicators of the strength of the league? Is tht 
NBA selling itself c l o s e r l o extinction with 
each new s h o e contract and e n d o r s e m e n t 
deal? 

Have fans b e g u n to turn their en thus ia sm 
over to o ther professional spor t s like hockey, 

w h e r e the p layers actually s e e m to enjoy 
get t ing paid comparat ively less to play a 
child 's game? H a s the NBA overs tepped its 
bounds by c ross ing into too many markets , or 
have its p layers-overs tepped their b o u n d s by 
cross ing over too many l ines of genera l human decency? 

What is w r o n g with the N B A ? O n e need only look at t h e myriad 
p rob lems that have arisen t h u s far th is season to see that some-
th ing ha s run amuck with Dr. Naismith ' s creat ion — and we 
haven ' t even reached the all-star break yet. 

We saw a player c h o k e his coach — not once, but twice — and 
threa ten to kill h im, for telling that player to pract ice ha rder . We 
saw a player lob a midget t h r o u g h a window at a n ightc lub and 
then, while the vertically-challenged gen t l eman lay b l e e d i n g on 
the g round , tell h im that he dese rves to die — and then later plead 
not guilty to c h a r g e s b r o u g h t against him in court . 

We saw what is pe rhaps the g a m e ' s p remie re cen t e r a t tack an 
opponent d u r i n g a pre -game shoot-around for ques t ion ing the 
artistic meri t of h is act ing and rapping endeavors . W e saw ano the r 
player a r res ted for suck ing dope out of a Sprite can and selling 
stolen cellular p h o n e s to a police officer, And we saw t eammate s 
brawl over a taped conversat ion in which one player allegedly calls 
the o the r a homosexua l . 

We saw repor t s that more than half of NBA players get high 
and d runk on a regular basis. We saw players and t e a m s threat-
e n e d with su spens ions and fines for wearing baggy uniforms, 

which caused s o m e players to revert back to the '70s style of 
speedo shor t s . 

W e saw an unes tab l i shed player turn down $17 million a yejir 
only to be o f fe red even m o r e money, while Scott ie Pippen, one of 
the 50 grea tes t of all time, has barely made that much jack in h is 
ent i re NBA career . W e saw the abolition of the slam dunk contest 
in favor of an NBA and WNBA marke t ing ploy called 2-ball, in 
which an NBA player is t eamed up with a WNBA counterpar t in a 
shoot ing compet i t ion des t ined to suck. And we saw Michael 
Jordan ge t t ing outvoted by Grant Hill in the all-star g a m e fan 
balloting. 

Unfortunately , the p rob lems run a lot deeper . T h e powers 
that be in professional basketbal l no longer feel that they can sell 
t he g a m e and are instead marke t ing the "NBA exper ience ." Fans 
c o m e to the s t ad iums expect ing a show, comple te with choreo-
graphed dan ft- t eams, blast ing hip-hop music, Jurt tbotron 
scoreboards , dunk ing mascots , laser-light in t roduct ions and 
million-dollar shot contes ts . 

Fans sit in overpr iced seats , ea t ing overpriced food, watching 
overpr iced talent play fo'f an oversized owoer . Historic city and 
family-owned a r e n a s have b e c o m e 20,000 seat co rpora te bi l lboards 
replete with s k y b o x e s and a luxury tax. T h e b r i c k h o u s e s of 
yes terday have b e c o m e parking lots for the mir rored monstrosi-
ties of today that are shameless ly sponsored by p h o n e c o m p a n i e s 
and airlines. ' . 

T h e NBA th inks it's giving us a gift by put t ing crap in a 
Technicolor box with a 3-D logo and tying a r ibbon a round it, but 
they should realize that we ' re no t going. to take the i r shit with.a 
smile m u c h longer . It tells its f a n s i o wear their favorite player 's 
s h o e s and je rsey and to listen to his music, but more often than 
not, if they w e r e to adopt said player 's behavior, they would find 
themse lves in jail. It tells chi ldren to stay in school when many of 
its s tars leave col lege early — if they even go at all. Its player 's 
union has a collective bargain ing ag reemen t that ha s yet to be 
collectively ag reed upon. 

T h e NBA is suf fer ing the c o n s e q u e n c e s of its own succes s 
by becoming a flimsy product of its own insane commerc ia l i sm. It 
is t ee te r ing on its own instability and volatility because its a toms 
have a r ranged themse lves into all gas and no mass . T h e r e is no 
loyalty," no t rus t and no conviction a m o n g the players , be tween 
players and m a n a g e m e n t and with the fans. Hie integrity of t h e 
g a m e has been compromised because all par t ies involved have 
been lured by profound cupidity into a start l ing stupidity that has 
dumbed down their senses , talents and vir tues into a m u s h y goo of 
uivattractive'filtli. 

Looking back at tlfe past couple of d e c a d e s and the founda-
tion that was built by Kareem and Magic, I^arry and Michael? and 
into the c o m i n g uncertainty that t h rea t ens to envelop the fu ture of 
the league, who o r j v h a t will e n s u r e that t hese next years are 
worthy of our at tention as fans and players of th is fantast ic "Rante? 
Can Kobe and his mad g a m e save the NBA after M,J. leaves it 
twisting in t h e wind? Will t he re ever be another dynasty? Could 
the re ever be? Will t he fans wait to c l j ee r for it? I hope so. but I'm 
not sure. 9 " » 

Chris Baskin is a Sid sophomore. 
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Junior guard Ashley Duncan looks to pass during Rice's 87-59 victory over San iose State University Jan: 15. 

by Brian Hill 
I HKt.MU KM AH 

'Hie Lady Owls s tar ted the new-
year off with high hopes . After go-
ing a respectable 7-3 against t e a m s 
outside of their league in the early 
season, the team s tar ted the semes-
ter by opening W e s t e r n Athletic 
Conferenceyjay in ques t of the WAC 

•Championship. 
Rice began league play with a 

tough road trip. T h e team started 
with a convincing 70-51 victocy over 
Texas Christian University Jim: 2, 
but then lost to Southern Methodis t 
University 50-65 Jan. 4. T h e Owls 
couldn't break the s lump and suf-
fered a heart-wrenching double over-
time loss to the University o fTu lsa , 
78-84 Jan. 10. 

Good old h o m e was calling the 
Owls, who had w o a e i g l u straight at 
Autry Court. Helpless, San Jose State 
University did noth ing to break the 
streak in Rice's WAC h o m e opene r 
Jan. 15. T h e g a m e s tar ted out with a 
s t ruggle , but by half t ime the Owls 
had built themse lves a 47-28 lead. 
But, San J o s e State battled back and 
pulled within one point less than 
three minutes into t h e second half. 
T h e Lady Owls r e sponded with an 
11 -4 run and never looked back, win-
ning the g a m e by a final score of 87-
59. 

Junior center Jenni fer Hamilton 
led the t eam with 16 points, six re-
bounds, and a blocked shot . O t h e r 
m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s c a m e f r o m 
sophomore forward Kirra Jordan (13 
points and nine r ebounds ) and jun-
ior g u a r d C h a r o n d a Wilson (12 
points and five steals) . 

'Hie women's second home g a m e 
came against division foe Fresno 
State University Jan, 17. With s t rong 
play by Hamilton (16 first half points, 
21 total) and some hot shooting (58.5 
percent) , t he Owls jumped out front 
and never looked back. They ere 

ated a ten-point margin t h r ee min-
utes into t h e g a m e that F re sno State 
never broke, 

Hamilton ha s been a force in the 
paint all year long. In addit ion to 
scoring 9.8 points per -game, the 
center leads the Owls wit h 16 blocks. 

l e a d i n g t h e I-ady Owfe this sea-
son is captain Wilson. She ha s tal-
lied a r emarkab le 5.1 ass is t s and 4,1 
steals per game. Wilson is current ly 
ranked first in the con fe r ence and 
sixth in the nation in steals, and if 
she can cont inue he r assist pace, 
she will be one of only a few WAC 
players to average over five assists . 

T h e Lady Owls' leading s co re r 
this year is Jordan. T h e power f o r - . 
ward is averaging 12.5 points, 6,3 

r ebounds , and .9 b locks per game . 
Jordan has s tepped up in the big 
g a m e s , playing well against SMI) 
and the University of Mississippi. 

Now, r e v e n g e is on the I^ady 
Owls ' minds . They traveled to No. 
25 University of Hawaii yes terday 
for a rematch against the team that 
knocked t hem out of the con fe r ence 
tournament last year . T h e Rainbows 
were the p reseason favorite in the 
WAC Pacific Division last fall. Prov-
ing the polls ters correct , they have 
t h u s far tallied a perfect 5-0 WAC 
record and are 13-1 overall. 

A win in Hawaii would not only 
give the Owls a j u m p in the stand-
ings, but would give them an impor-
tant emotional lift as well. 

After 1-1 WAC road trip, 
Owls happy to be home 

by George Deth lefsen 
!Hkl SMI-.KSTAH 

T h e m e n ' s baske tba l l t e a m 
came h o m e th is w e e k af ter a Cali-
fornia road trip that saw the t eam's 
first road victory in almost a year. 
T h e Owls split two g a m e s , defeat-
ing San J o s e State Universi ty 61-
50 and falling to F r e s n o State Uni-
versity 93-65. T h e team took on 
No. 24 University of Hawaii last 
night in Autry Court , and fae*s off 
against San Diego State Univer-
sity tomorrow at 5 p.m. 

Rice's victory over San Jose 
State was its first on an opponen t ' s 
court s ince a Jan. 23, 1997 defeat 
of Br igham Young University. 

Senior guard Bobby Crawford 
cont inued his s t reak of bril l iance 
agains t SJSU by r eg i s t e r i ng a 

team-high 18 points. In the t h r ee 
g a m e s leading up to the victory, 
the t e am ' s senior leader scored a 
combined total of 78 points. 

T h e ou tcome of the g a m e re-
mained in quest ion as t h e two 
t e a m s battled to a 36-36 dead 
lock with 11 minu tes and 38 sec-
o n d s to play. Rice then went on a 
16-5 run to s e c u r e the win. 

J u n i o r f o r w a r d R o b e r t 
Johnson notched 13 points, while 
cen t e r Jarvis Kelley Sanni did 
t h e dir ty work down low, snar ing 
12 r ebounds . Rice dominated the 
S p a r t a n s defens ive ly , l imit ing 
t h e m to a scant 35 percent shoot-
ing from t h e field. Second-chance 
points wer,e held to a m i n i m u m 
as Rice ou t - rebounded San J o s e 
State by a 38-24 margin. 

See BASKETBALL. Page 16 
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BASKETBALL, from Page 15 
Guard Michael Quinney led Sari 

points, t h e ! Jose State with 20 points, t h e Spar- and we were a little bit tentative," 
tans have currently lost eight con-

. the road * si 
Fresno extended their pressure, Alter Rice won the opening tip. 

Chris Herren stole 
fed Rafer Alston for a 

the young Owls, 
"Fresno exten 

and we nifeto 11 
coach Willis Wilson said, "We 

Alter Rice v 

the ball and fe 
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^ - expand their business, 

knowledge. These same executive 
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register fo^spring programs tcxlay. 

0 

EXECUTIVE 
EDUCATION 
J is sr. H JoNiiS G R A D U A T E 
SI H< H li (if Al (MINIS THAI 11 )N 

secutive games 
Rice headed into Saturday'sgame 

against Jerry Tarkanian's Fresno 4 We Were ft't able tO get 
State Bulldogs with an undefeated . . . . . , . 
2-0 conference record and thoughts the ball l / l the paint 
of finally turning the corner on a . « 
disappointing start. etlOUgh. I Was 

Injuries to Fresno State guard J - j , 
Daymond Forney and superstar d i s a p p o i n t e d W€ C a m e 
Melvin Ely provided hope for the ,)Ut f[a* a f t p r opttinQ fl 
Owls to steal another road victory. uul JlUl UJltT u 

That glimmer of hope was quickly yW/Vl Oft the KOad. * 
extinguished, however, as the Bull- ' * 
dogs pummeied the Owls, 93-63 Willis Wilson 

Fresno State raced out to a 19-8 head coach 
lead midway through the first half 
and a 49-24 halftime advantage. A 6- ' 
0 Bulldog run to open the second weren't able to get the ball in the ish in the upper part of the division 
half added to Rice's woes, as Fresno paint enough. 1 was disappointed we as long as they defend their horm 
State's "amoeba" defense suffocated came out flat after getting a win on court," he said. 

layup. Fresno State never relin-
quished its lead after that point. 

Transfer Tremaine Fowlkes 
ingited Fresno's first half surge by 

' n n t n f
 a perfect seven-of-seven 

from the field,including three thun-
derous dunks. The forward put on a 
display for the crowd, finishing with 
28 points and 16 rebounds. 

Highlights for the Owls included 
Johnson's 18 points and sophomore 
guard Josh Stringer's career-high 
seven points. 

All in all, Wilson said he was 
pleased with the two-game road split. 
"The teams that |win half their road 
games) that are the teams that fin-
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Mucatioml Fxchanjfr 

'University of Houston, Entrance.jl 
.One, University Center, SouthsideJ 
| Lower level , 

(713)743-2777 

Q: Why does this man have 
a halo on his 

v ' 

And why is Tim a saint? Because he writes for the 
Thresher Sports Section. 

m 

You'too can be a saint. Become a beat writer for the one 
of the following sports: Track, Tennis or Golf. 

t ' * 

Contact St. Timothy at dbldown@rice.edu or St. 
Katherine at kcorr@rice.edu.'Tim or Katie can also be 
reached at 527-4801. 

mailto:dbldown@rice.edu
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W O M t N S 8ASKfcTB> 

FRESNO ST. 89 MCE SO 

Fresno St. 
Rlc« 

25 
39 

34 
41 

59 
SO 

Fresno St. 
KruegOl 2 6 2 7 I. Young & 12 0 7 10, Haket 5-4 0 
0 10. Louts 18 0 2 2; Farias §6 .3 3 7 McOot- 1 I 
0 12, Buchanan 2 3 2 2 6. Kadoya 0 0 0 0 0, Law 0-
0 0 0 0. Paukert 2-3 0 0 <1: Boyd 0 1 0 0 0. Tubby 0 
0 0 0 0. Graham 0 0 0 0 0. Lewis 4 6 3 3 11 
Total*: 24 55 10 20 9# ' 

Rice 
Ctftagna6 9 3 4 15. Jordan 6 11 4-5 16., Hamilton 9 
14 3 4 21. Wilson 2 3 0 0 5, Brurnfield 5 8 3-3 13. 
h»(lwig 1 3 4 4 6. Duncan 2 3 0 0 4. Mdotosli 0 0 0 
0 0. Cafferty 0 2 0 0 0. Koy 0 0 0 0 0 
Total*: 31-53 17 20 HO 

Th'ree pomi goals • - Fresno St.. 1 7 (Krueget 12. 
••arias 0 2. Louis 0 3); Rice 1 21 Wilson 1 1, Cafferty 
<) 1) 

Blocks 
Brumlield) 

Fresno St 0. Rice: 3 (Hamilton ?, 

Rebounds - Fiesno St 34 (Krueger 8, Baker 5, 
Young 5, Lewis 4. Louis 3, PauKert 2. Graham 1, 
lubbs 1. Boyd 1, Law 1). Mice: 26 (Hamilton 6, 
Jordan 5, Brumlield 4, Cafagana 3. Ludwig 2. Mcln 
tosti 1, Cafferty i j 

Assists Fresno St 1.4 (Louts 4 Ktyeger 3. 
Buchanan Baker 1. Farms 1, tewtS 1. PauKert 1 
Young l i ; Rice. 22 (Brurnfield 8. Wilson 7. Calagan 
'] Duncan 2 Hamilton 2. ludwig 1.) 

Attendance 442 

MEMS' BASKETBALL 

SAN JOSE ST. 59 RICE 87 

San Jose St. 
Rlc« 

28 
4 7 

31 
4 0 

59 
87 

San Jose St. 
Hanson 1 2 0 0 2, Irving,2 3 2 2 6, Spalding 2 5 1 6 
16, Williams 0 1 2 2 2, WittStrucH 0 2 OU 0, Modin 
0 1 0 0 0. Ridnoui 13 0 0 2, Johnson 5 11 3 4 15. 
Dagrnno 0 0 0 0 0. Gluhflh 1 3 0 0 3, Dawson 1 2 0 
0 3, Barrett 1 3 Q 0 2. Smith 1 4 3 4 5. Cntnobc" 1 
1 l 2 3 

Totals: 21 52 13 19 59 

Rice 
Cafagana 3 7 0 0 7 Jordan 4 y 5 5 1 3. Hamilton 8 
120 0 16. Wilson 4 9 4-5 1,2, Brurlifield 5-12 1 2 12, 
Ludwig 2 4 2 2 7, Duncan 1 5 0 0 3. Mcintosh 0 4 Q 
0 0, Cafferty 3 7 0 0 9, Koy 4-6 0 0 8 
Total*: 34 74 12 14 87 
Three point goals - San Jose St 4 9 (Johnson 2 5. 
Dawson .1 1. Gluhari 1 2, Barrett O i l . Rice 7 19. 
(Cafferty 3 7. Cafagna 1 1, Brumlield 1 2 Ludwig 1 
2. Duncan 1 5. Wilson 0 21 

Blocks San Jos<? St 
(Hamiltonr 

(Irving, Modml, Rice 1 

Rebounds - San Jose St : 39 (Irving 6, Spalding 6, 
Smith 5. Johnsen 4, Williams 4. Hanson 3, Campbell 
2. Dawson 1. Gluhan 1, Wittstruck I I , Rice: 38 
(lordan 9, Brurnfield 7, Hamilton 6, Wilson 5, Cafferty 
4. Cafagana 2. Duncan 1. Koy 1. Mcintosh l i 

Assists San Jose St 1,4 (Johnson 3. Wittstruck 
.( Williams 2. 6 tied with l i . Rice 23 (Brurnfield*. 
Wilson 5, Cafagana 4. Ludwig 4. Jordan 
Mcintoshl') 

Attendance 41; 

RICE 61 SAN JOSE ST. 50 

Koy 2, 

Rice 
San Jose St. 

22 
2? 

39 
28 

61 
50 

Rice 
Armstrong 3-5 12 7 Johnson ,3-9 6 6 13, Kelley 
Sarin. 4 1.1. 14 9. Stringer .1 3 0-0 3. Crawford 7 18 
2 5 18 Wilks 12 0 1 2, Michaelis 3 6 0 0 & 
Thomsort 0 0 0 0 0. Bougaiefl 1 1 1 2 3, "lyndell 0 1 
0 0 0 

Total*: 23 56 11 20 61 

San Jose St. 
Kennett 1 4 4 5 6, Jtmusk 2 5 2 4 6, Murray 2 4 1 
2 5. QOinney 8 21 2 4 20 Williams 2 0 5 6 9, Boe 2 
4 HO 4. McCullough 0 I 0 0 0, Men-ens 0 0 0-0 0 
Total*: 1 / 4 8 14 21 50 
Three point goals — Rice 7 19: Uonson 12. Stringer 
1 3, Crawford 2 81: Sari Jose St. (Quiriney 2 7, 

Wil l iams 0 4, Boe 0-21 

Blocks Rice 
Trawick 21 

none; San Jose St. 3 (Keoneul. 

Rebounds Rice. 43 (Kelley Sannt 12. Crawford 5. 
Johnson, Michaelis, Bougaieff4, Armstrong, Stringer 
3. Wilks 2t; San Jqse St : 2 7 (Trawick, Williams 7 
Qtwmey 4, Murray 3, Kennett 2, Boe t l 

Assists Rice' 11 (Crawford 3. Armstrong, Stringer 
2. 4 tied with 1); San Jose St. 8 (Kennett Williams. 
Boe 2> 

Attendance 1.027 

RICE 88 FRESNO SV. 93 

Rice 24 41 — 6S 
Fresno St. 49 44 93 

Rice 
-Armstrong Q-? « j N . tytmsyi y o 5 6 18 Kelley 

Fo*lk«» JO 13 8 1 0 28, Robertson 6 1 4 0 0 16. 
Abnay 4 6 0 0 8. Alston 4 8 1 2 1 1 . Mafran 2 7 3 4 8. 
Jones 0 ? 0 0 0. Porte. 1 1 3 4 S. Walton 4 11 OO 
11. Row 0 0 0 0 0. Laurie 1 1 0 0 3, R.nes2 2 0 2 4 
Total*: 34 65 15 22 93 

Three point goals Rue: 7 20 (Johnson 36. Stringer 
1 5. Crawford 1 5. lyndeli 0 1. Matthews 1 1, Wilks 
11. Michaelis O U Fresno Sf Ifowlkes 0 2. 
Robeison 3 9 Alston 2 4. Herren 14. Walton 3 7. 
Laurie 111 

Rebounds Rice 34 (Kelley Sanni. Michaelis 8, 
Johnson 6. Stringer Wilks 3, Armstrong 2, Crawford. 
Matthews. Bougaieff l,i, Fresno St 45 (Fowlkes 16. 
Robertson 10, Jones 6 Walton 4, Abney 3. Merren, 
Porter. Rmes 1J 

Assists Rice 18 (Stringer. Wilks, Michaelis 4, 
Kelley Sanni 2, 4 tied with 1), Fresno St 29 (Alston 
10. Herren 7. Robertson. Walton 3. Porter, Ross 2, 
Jones. Porter, Rmes l i 

Attendance 10.220 

ANHWHfUWIHTt 

Contact your college sports reps tor these sports: 
• College billiards 
• Women's college Softball 

Enter on our homepage or Visit the office and till out 
an entry form tor these sports 
a Men s Softball 
• Coed Softball 

The Schick Super Hoops 3 on 3 basketball tourna 
merit will be held Sunday. Feb 1 at 2 p m at Autry 
Court The men's and women s winnei will advance 
to one of 16 Schick Super Hoops Regional Touma 
nlents to compete against up to 50 other area 
schools. Today is your last chance to enter Sign up 
on the Rice Intramural Sports Hornpage 

tINTRAMURAL RESULTS 

• Nike College Flag Football Championship 
Baker over Wiess 27 19 

a Free Throw Winners 
Ed Feng 95 /100 
Casey Leonetu 84/100 

a Women's College Volleyball Championship 
Baker over Lovelt 15 10. 15 5 

a Wohien's Terinis Singles Championship. 
Maty Me^sick over Caiyii l,.?n 6-3, 6-3 

a Table Tennis Singles Championship: 
Andrew Mayo,ovei Richard Swart/ 
2J 16. 19-21 21 14 22 20 

• Badminton Singles Championship 
Eleltherlous Diroitnou over Kevin Rennlfe 
15 2, 15 3 > 

a Racqtiettjall Singles Championship. 
George Dethlefsen over Geoff Oethlefsen 
15-9. 15 4 

a College Tennis Championship 
USA ovei Sid Rich 8 0 

a Men's Soccei Championship 
Sctappy Hai^jy over Campus Crusade foi Cootei 6 1 

a Mixed Racquetball Championship 
Heidi Spratt & Vance Heni/e ovei Micnh Russo & 
Camille Freeman 

For more information, call 285 539H. e mail 
tms<^ricenaubr visit the intramural homepage http:/ 
www rul tice e(hi -tins 

The swimming 
one of five meets 
petition when it 
rado last weekend 
Colorado State 

in a double dual meet against the 
University of Wyoming and the Air 
Force Academy. The women won 
one meet and lost two, dropping 
their record to 5-5, while the men 
lost both and fell to 0-8. 

After coming out strong, the 
women suffered a 108-154 loss to 
the very deep CSU team. Seniors 
Heather Draper, Cory league. Julie 
Birch and junior Robin Davidson 
won the 200-yard medley relay. 

After that win, Kice fell just short 
in the next few events. Birch, Draper 
and Davidson came in second in the 
200-yard free, 100-yard back and 200-
yard breaststroke. respectively. 

'league brought in the only indi-
vidual first place finishes in the meet 
for Rice. She swept the 50 and 100-
yard free events in addition to win-
ning the 100-yard fly. 

Hie women fell short in the end 
after they placed second in the 400-
yard freestyle relay. 

On Saturday, the Women split the 
dual, defeating Wyoming 75-36 while 
falling to Air Force, 62-51. The men 
did not fare as well as the women, 
losing to both Wyoming and Air 
Force with scores of 715-38 and 88-
25, respectively. The Owls were pe-
nalized 18 points for not having a 
diving team. 

First place finishes for t he women 
were won byTeague, Birch, Draper, 
Corneliuson, Sanders and Davidson, 
league again won the 50-yard free 
and 100-yard fly. Birch finished first 
ahead of freshman Kim Maher to 
win the 100-yard free. Draper won 
the 100-yard back while Davidson 
came in ahead of Shepard to win the 
100-yard breast. Sanders won the 
200-yard medley ahead of freshman 
Lindsey Germano. 

The women competed well in the 
relays, placing second both in the 
200-yard medley and 200-vard free. 

The Rice women were not overly 
disappointed. "Everyone put in a 
good effort against tough teams. We 
need to continue training hard, and 
we will be right on track for confer-
ence," co-captain Teague said. 

Lack of a diving team had little to 
do with the men's...team's defeat, 

only one Owl swi 
unior DaveStigan 

tl backstroke. He 
to the second plac 
hmen Jim Drvo 

the 1 
contribu 
ish of ft 
Michael Murchison and sopho 
Adrian Wong in the 200-yard 
medley. 

The men were a little disap-
pointed. but they are looking ahead 
to the conference tournament as a 
chance to prove themselves. "We 
are looking to end the season well 
because it is the conference meet 
that really matters," Wong said. 

5 swimming tea 
te again until Jar 

es Western Athletic 
al Southern Methodi 
th the SMU men 
iced in the top ten at 

Championships. 
Senior co-captain Christ 

Selchau-Hansen expects the team 
to perform well. 

Th i s is the time of the season 
when we begin swimming really 
fast," Selchau-Hansen said. T h e 
meet should give us a chance to get 
some great times." 
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CAREER FAIR 
JAN. 29 

GfeoQuest 

I I 

S U R C E O N G F . N E R A l / S W A R N I N C : 
Prolonged use will be hazardous 

to your health. 
JOIN BEFORE 
JANUARY 31st 

ANH SAVE! 

.as 

. - a l , 

" : f i 
i 'S'iii 

The YMCA wants you to ... 

GET ACTIVE! FEEL BETTER! LIVE LONGER! 

•Get in shape - look and feel great •Qualified, caring staff 
•No contracts to sign •Family friendly atmosphere 

Join Today! 
Call (713) 659-5566 

to find the 
YMCA in your 
neighborhood 

YMCA MISSION: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice 
through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all 

Limited financial assistance is available to individuals and families 
who substantiate a need 

V 
• 1 

We build strong kids, 
strong families, 
strong communities. 
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\l\lCHAELJLTRmiHOLPs\ 
I A P*&6 CONFERENCt\ 

AS yOUALL KNOMJ. I'M 
CUftK&my MAKING A 
TRANSTTtONPROMATH-
L£T£ TO BUSINESSMAN.. 

RVZT OF THAT /S TRYING 
70UNPER9TANPTHE PRO0 
LBMS OF OFFSHORE SHOE 
ASSEMBLY. TVEHEARP 
A LOT OF TALK ABOUT 
NIKE'S SO-CALLEP 
ABUSES, ANP NOW ^ 
ffiS TIME FOR MB-
TO CHECK IT ALL OUT.. 

ACCORBNMIi 

OF THE, 
ASIAN 1 
SCHBPULBPFOR TH&SUMMBR 

MICHAEL, ML ^HPBF-

OOMMEMORAm ftlSAL-
APmREL? RPAPY/N 

, . v: :i;#' )j • 
! € r li*0i : • 

\j\lS AlRNESS IS ANNOUNCING 
HIS 98ASIAN SMEA&HOPKM WJ IFNECESGARY, 

-Jtf THEM IN A 
WJ- H&H-SPEEP 
YOU? CHASE THROUGH 

SAIGON. ANP 
I'LL BE WEAR 
IN6APIS6UISE. 

NO. I PONT 
PLAN ON TELL 
INGTHZM 
WHAT'S UP 
WTTHMY 
SCHEPUL£ 

UJ/TH THE 
HELP OF: 

VOURNIKE 
HANPLERS 

\ 

WHEW-The 
MAN HAS 
THOUGHT 

THIS 
THROUGH. 

AlSOt I'M 
STUDYING 
VIETNAM 
ESE 

MR. JORGW, I WONT TO 
WHY PONT CHECKOUT 
Y0UJU5T&NP THE SUVA 
OVERTCUR VON FOP. 
OWN EXPERT* MYSELF: 

Sun M To i t i c th is far Now ,»ee fiow miu ' l i fa r ther \ <m < an go at Cap i ta l One a c o m p a n y whose phenomena l « j rowt l r is nuHc l ied o n l y l»y 111<«I 
of i t - employees \ \ r i f more than j11st oiH' of the na t i on s largest a n d fastest g r o w i n g V red i h e a r d Issuers. Born in a n d lead ing the i n f o r m a t i o n 
aue < Capital ( )ne i - an i n fo r i na t i on -hased c o m p a n y that s b r i n g i n g p o w e r f u l ideas, resources. and techno logy to sc ient i f ic m a r k e t i n g . and shap-
ing a var iety of ex is t ing and emerg ing indnstr ies. I l i n e s no bet ter place for creative.' analytical'. ' and a m b i t i o u s people to he. T h e n again, there s 
no c o i n p a m qu i te l ike ( l ap i ta l One, 

Resumes due Tuesday. January 27<li to Dave Ong at Rice University Career Services. 
Capital One. 1103 W. Broad Street 12061-0335. Clrti Allen. VA 23060." Fax: 804-967-1233. 

We will be on campus at the CareerJ^ur on Thursday. January 29th and will 
return for the Summer Irtternship Career Fair on Friday. February 20th. 

where one inspires ai iot l iet 

Wo are an equal opportuntty employet committed to diversity in the workplace. 
We p/pmote a drug-free work environment 

For more information, visit our web site at www.capitalone.com 

http://www.capitalone.com
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Monday riot*** fox IWmtfton ' 
I remember hearing screaming one Monday night my 

freshman year. Kimberly the maniacal redhead had just 
come back from the dead on the season finale of Melrose 
Place, The screaming came from the. occupants next door 
when they saw Kimberly's unexpected return. Some show 
to make a couple of 19 year-old guys yelp. But alas, this 
was before the turnover time for Melrose cast members 
dropped to less than three* months. At the time, it was the 
single (non-animated) Fox television show with broad 
appeal for Rice students. 

As much as Melrose appealed then to Rice kids, Fox 
was producing some appalling programming. The Heights, 
Class of1996 and Party of Five are just a few in a long line 
of shows for nitwits. Sure, Party of Five has enjoyed some 
success, but there are a lot of nitwits out there ready to 
gobble up sentimental drivel. 

Although 90210 is better than ever (it is if you view it 
as a cotnedic ego-trip driven by Jason Priestly in the di-
rectorial role), it was demoted to the opening Wednesday 
night spot. It's a horrible segue into Party of Five. But 
then again, the only thing that would be a good segue 
into Party of Five is the $ 100 bill you'd have to pay me to 
sit through it. 

With Melrose on its deathbed, 90210 on Wednesday 
and no Monday Night Football, what's a night-time soap-
loving guy to watch oti Monday nights? Ally McBeal. 

Until November, 1 was still uninitiated into the Ally 
McBeal following. My roommate's girlfriend is a big fan 
and encouraged me to watch the show. She came over 
one Monday evening to decipher the program. This was a 
good thing because Ally McBeal is not an ordinary night-
time drama set in a law firm. There isn't enough room 
here to tell all the reasons why. So I'll give the strangest; 
My father is a fan o'f Ally McBeal. 

It isn't too hard to figure out why dad watches. It's the 
same reason I watch: to sec lead actress Calista Flockhart. 

Flockhart brings a sex appeal not found anywhere else 
on network television. She has the sexy smarts. While 
mdst men might find Pamela Lcc attractive, they would 
shortly grow tired of her. Instead of plastic, Flockhart 
delivers a more lasting "come hither" and then shoves you 
away. Therein lies both the show's conflict and premise. 

Ally passes each hour frustrating men and then 
frustrating her girlfriends as she complains about the man 
that just she just pushed away. The only stable relation-
ship she has with a man is with a married coworker — 
who happens to be her college ex. It's good stuff if you're 
into bickering over tjje trivial like most Rice students are. 

If you haven't seen Ally McBeal yet, give Calista a shot 
next Monday, 8 p.m. on Fox. 

— Patrick "Packy " Saunders 

Editor's note: Ally McBeal received the Golden Globe Award last week 

for Best Television Series. Calista Flockhart won for Best Performance 

by an Actress in a Television Series 

,1.0V/ 

Wiess junior Ethan Schultz: Rice guy watching television on the second floor, Wiess College 
21 January 1998 

Wiess junior Robby Nason: Rice guy watching television on the first floor, Wiess College. 
21 January 1998 
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cannon 

If I could be somebody .besides 
myself, I would like to be Tarran. 

.g§ " •! 

Then maybe the cops would think twice 
about arresting me lor being up in a tree 
at the park, bu t t nekk i d and screaming 
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5733 Kirby location 

Rice Student Specials 
o l l m valid with coupon only Valid at participating aloraa oWy Pncaa may vaty Cuatonwi pay> ta« 

? 
or | 

Blue Cheese dipping sauce | 
available upon request. I 

GET A 10 PIECE ORDER OF BUFFALO WINGS 1 
FOR JUST $3.99 WHEN YOU ORDER ANY PIZZA, 
3U| t u i d • ouiuido 9061 O 02 %H •"!»* 00 OUt "* 

Cittar valid with coupon only Valid at participating a t o m only PrKaa may vary Cuatomfir paya aalaa tan wh>, 

RICE SPECIAL 
1 7 Q O 
9 / a O O 

OHE LARGE ONE TOPPING PIZZA A 2 DRINKS ! 
3Ut t * i»d « aufuioo W f l l 6 at »(l ania* M«»3 00 081 o** 

Open "til 2 a.m. seven days a week! 

Envision 
Grant Program 

Spring semester 
applications due 

9 

8 a.m. 

an avenue to fund student projects that are 
creative, show innovation, involve service, and/ 
o r exhibit leadership 

application includes a project narrative (with 
budget and timeline) and two betters of 
recommendation 

some restrictions apply - see application for 
details 

individual or group applications accepted 

for more information and applications see 
www.rice.edu/leadership or contact Leadership 
Rice, x4717 or x4750, leading@rice.edu 

-•> in'? 

Q 

http://www.rice.edu/leadership
mailto:leading@rice.edu
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Come witness the magical, mystical 

artistic skills of your classmates. 

Sculpting, sculpting and more sculpting 

Come see the STUDENT 
SCULPTURE SHOW com 
4 to 7 p .m. in the sculpture studio in 

Sewall Hall. Room 254, and the Sewall 

courtyard. Free apple cider and hot cocoa 

will be served. 

Today through Sunday, look out for 

O W L C O N '98 in the Student 

Center — a huge gaming convention with 

over 100 tournaments and $ 1 0 0 0 in 

prizes. Students, faculty, s taf f and the 

public are invited to attend. Registration 

(in the RMC) is free for students, faculty 

arid staff ; for the public, it is $5 per day. 

For more information, call Danny 

Opperiheimer at (733) 630-8101 

The History Department and the Career 

Services Center sponsor a-lecture by Dan 

Segal, professor of Anthropology at Pit/er 

College. His lecture is entit led 

"HISTORY. 
PREHISTORY, AND 
THE MAKING OF 
WESTERN 
CIVILIZATION." The action 

begins at 4 p.m. For more information, 

call Carl Caldwell at ( 7 1 3 ) 5 2 7 2 5 4 3 . 

S a t u r d a y i a w -jA 

Cheaper than seeing Titanic again and oh 

so-much more intriguing ... Tonight is the 

world premiere of the STUDENT 
FILM SHOW at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Museum of Fine Arts. The show features 

seven short films by Rice f i lm students. 
* 

as part ol the MFAH's Filmmakers Series 

which runs all month. The presentation 

includes fi lms from Vimy Ha, Jason 

Wehling, Li Hu, Dave Chen, Chris Eska 

arid Sally Brockington. Admission is $4. 

For more information, contact Jason 

Wehling at (713) 524-5404. Come see 

Mike Kass do the 

Macarakeybrakeyhumptyhump. 

The Houston Area Apple User Group 

sponsors its popular annual SWAP 

Center. Now is your chance to find 

hardware and software at bargain prices. 

The University Center can be found by 

taking the Elgin/Cuilen exit off Interstate 

4 5 through UH Entrance #1. For more 

information, call (713) 522-2179. 

• 

Rice, in conjunction with the Te$as State 

Science Olympiad, hosts the R J C B 

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD « 
day across campus. Middle and high 

school students will compete for prizes 

and high academic standing. Interested in 

helping? For more information, call Becky 

Kessler at (713) 630-8260. 

MEN'S TENNIS takes on the 
vicious men of Texas San Antonio in Jake 

Hess Tennis Stadium at 1 p.m. 

The MEN'S 
BASKETBALLteam p|avs San 

Diego State in Autry Court at 5:05 p.m. 

'S ; ' i 

11 n 
1 

tW'11"!'!"-".""J' 
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So will it be Green Bay or Denver? Or, 

maybe, Willy? Willy's Pub offers a 

SUPER BOWL GAME 
PARTY from 4 to 10 p.m. Watch the 

big-screen TV and enjoy draft beer 

specials 'til the Packers ... well, we'll wait 

and see what happens. Call (713) 527-

4056 for detai ls. 

Rice Hillel takes on the University of 

Houston in the annual BAGEL 
BOWL football match. Cheer or play 

at Field 3 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. A 

fee of $10 covers food and shirts and 

supports the United Jewish Association. 

After the game, jet Qver to a Super Bowl 

party in the Hillel Building at 1700 

Bissonnet at 4 p.m. 

Why don't you take that racket and ... 

come see, um, interesting tennis action. 

T'« MEN'S TENNIS— 
takes on Southwest Texas State in Jake 

Hess Tennis Stadium at 1 p.m. 

m o n d a y JAN 2 6 

C'mon, you know you're itching to grab a 

pen (or a keyboard) or a camera and come 

WORK FORTHE 
THRESHER™™*™* ~ 
will eat free food. For all this and more, 

•<:V 

come to the Thresher recruiting meeting 

at 7:30 p.m. in Kelley lounge in the 

Student Center. We're waiting ... and we'll 

throw in a backrub from Joel! 

Still have complaints about the 

FACULTY HANDBOOK? a 
second open faculty meeting — this time 

a brown-bag lunch — focuses on the draft 

faculty handbook from noon to 1 p.m. in 

Rayzor Hall, Room 110. For more 

information, call Jane Chance at (713) 

527-2625. 

t u e s d a JAN 2 7 

Plunge into blue waters, hear the 

underwater dimension of sound, and 

travel through the coastal waters of 

Alaska, Newfoundland, California, 

Patagonia, Hawaii and Columbia. The 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

offers A NEW IMAX FILM 
Whales, produced by the National Wildlife 

Federation, Destination Cinema and 

Zephyr Productions. For daily show t imes 

and advance ticket orders, call (713) 639-

IMAX. Also playing at the IMAX theatre: 

Magic of Flight and Super Speedway. 

Wednesday JAN 2 8 

Problem with your computer? Stop 

smacking it and pouring coffee all over it 

— help is on the way! Ricelnfo/User 

Services hosts a RICE WEB 
LUNCH from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

in Autry House, across Main Street from 

Rice Entrance 3. AJI Web users are 

welcome. For more information, contact 

Prentiss Riddle at riddle@rice.edu. 

JAN 2 9 

The WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL team battles 

the women of Texas Christian at 7 p.m. in 

Autry Court. 
t 

Why don' t you get a job? The Career 

Services Center hosts the RICE 
COLLEGIATE JOB FAIR 
from 2 to 6 p.m. in the Grand Hail in the 

Student Center. Employers will be present, 

looking to hire permanent workers. Then, 

from 7 to 9 p.m., don't miss the 

SUMMER JOB FAIR 
with employers looking to hire summer 

workers for jobs all across the country. A 

complete list of employers is available in 

the Career Services Center. 

JAN UL 
Je t 'a ime, mon cheri. Applications for the 

E.G. Leonardon/Scholarship Program 

Alliance Frangaise for SUMMER 
STUDY IN FRANCE are due 

.today at noon for sophomores and juniors. 

The scholarship is worth $2,250. 

Applications are available in the 

Department of French Studies. For more 

information, contact the French 

Department. 

With Speedos and more ... The 

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S 
SWIM TEAMS stroke 

and turn against SMU in the Rice Pool at 

6 p.m. 

Happy New Year! Um, Lunar New Year, 

that is. Asian student clubs host a 

LUNAR NEW YEAR 
BASH in the Grand Hall in the 

Student Center from 12 to 4 p.m. Stop by 

for free food and great entertainment. 

• by CAMPUS MAIL to Amy 
Krivohlavek, Calendar Editor, Rice 

Thresher, MS-524. 

• by F A X to Amy Krivohlavek, Calendar 

Editor, (713) 285-5238. 

« by 

E-MAILt0
 thresher@ric&.edu. 

Calendar submission FORMS are 
available at the Student Activities'Office or 
on the Thresher office door. 
The DEADLINE for all items,is 5 p.m. 
the Monday prior to publication. 

FOR SALE 
SEIZED CARS from $175. Porsches, 
Cadillacs, Chevys, BMW's, Corvette^. Also 
Jeeps, 4WI)'s Your area Toll free (BOO) 
218-9000 ext A 8269 for current listings 

MISCELLANEOUS 
FREE (-ASH grants! CaJlege. Scholarships 
Business. Medical bills. Never repay. Toll 
Free (800) 2189000 exl G-8269 

HELP WANTED 
NANNY NEEDED for after-school child 
care Mon.-Fri., 2:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Must 
have car and baby-sitting references. S? 
10/hr (713) 776-2664. 

PRANKIE B. Mandola's Steaks and 
Burgers. Now Hiring: hostess, wail staff 
and bartenders. Apply within Mon.-Fri 2 
p.m. 4 p.m. or call (713) 529-1266 Part 
time positions available 

WANTED: STUDENT tutor looking for 
Rice student with teaching skills to work as 
a readrngHitor to a 7-year oH at my West 1! 
residence for an hour three times a week 

(phonics drill and sight words), Lite after 
noon or dinner time hours preferred. $10 
an hour. To apply, please call (713) 527 
2148 at the Baker Institute 

HELP WANTED. Small engineering soft-
ware company near campus needs part-
time programmers. Work by the hour or by 
the job. Must have own PC. Skills required 
include Windows 95/NT, Visual Basic and 
object-oriented programming. Fax resume/ 
skills profile to (713) 666-3401 or call (713) 
666-3200 and ask for Ed. 

ARTISTS/STUDENTS: Six Flags 
AstroWorld Artist Group is seeking talent 
for 1998 Season. Face-painters, hair-wrap 
pers, caricaturists and supervisory |»osi-
tions. Very aggressive pay scale. Call Mon 
Fri., 1-5 p.m. (281) 835-8663 ext. 100 * 

PART TIME RECEPTIONIST needed Call 
(713) 522-2720 

HOUSING 
HEIGHTS GARAGE apartment for rent. 
$450/month. Bills paid. Modern, well-lit 
studio with all new appliances and hard 
wood floors on nice block. Call (713) 863 
2190. L 

CLASSIFIED 
AD RATES 

1—35 words: $10 
36—70 words: $20 
71—105 words: $30 

Payment, in the form of 
cash, check or credit card, 
must accompany your ad. 

DEADLINE: 
Monday at 5 p.m. prior 
to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main Street 

MS 524 
Houston, XX 77005 

Phone: (713) 527-4801 
Fax: (713)285-5238 

Poetry Com«r Crystal green, orange, purple, pink, Poetry Com«r 
White is white, white light, white light. 

"Doors locked All the clouds are cumulous 

Blinds putted walking in space, 

Lights low Oh my God your skin is soft — I 

Flame's high love your face 

My body ... # . How dare they try to end this beauty! 

My body is walking in space To keep us under foot they bury 

My soul is in orbit with God us in soot 

face to face Pretending it's a chore to send us 

Floating, flipping, flying, tripping off to war 

Tripping from potsville to mainline In this dive we rediscover sensation. 

Tripping from mainline to pill " Walking in space we find the purpose 

On a rocket to the fourth dimension of peace 

Total self-awareness — the The beauty of life you can no longer 

intention hide 

My mind is as clear as country air Our eyes are open, our eyes are 

1 feel my flesh all colors mesh open . . . " 

Red, white; blue, brown, yellow, - - . 

mailto:riddle@rice.edu

