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'The Race' loses permission to use alcohol; will use Near Beer 
by Ann Zitterkopf 

Riders in THE RACE, a recently 
proposed alternative to Beer-Bike, 
will not be permitted to chug alcohol, 
according to Dean of Students Sarah 
Burnett Race coordinators Todd 
Ballengee and Keith Jaasma said they 
will use non-alcoholic Near Beer in 
place of beer. 

"THE RACE mocks the way Beer-
Bike is run now." Ballengee said. 
"Now, it's [mocking] not only Beer-
Bike but also the decision to revoke 
the license... .We're not going to back 
down to bureaucracy." 

"The administration has both [a 
legal and moral] responsibility to 
prevent something that would harm 
students," Burnett said. 

Ballengee and Jaasma presented 
their "more traditional Beer-Bike" to 
the Student Association Senate last 
week. In THE RACE, which would 
occur on Feb. 14, the same people 
would both chug and bike, "iron-man" 
style. 

As THE RACE was originally 
conceived, all participants wouldhave 
had to be over 21. With Burnetts 
decision, minors can now participate 
as welL 

"Technically speaking, THE 

RACE [in its original form] is not a 
violation of the alcohol policy if the 
participants are over-age," Burnett 
said. She voiced concerns that par-
ents would hold the administration 
responsible if there were an accident 

"When an official university orga-
nization plans to use university prop-
erty and alcohol and to do something 
dangerous, [The university] would 
be held accountable if we had an 
accident, even if it wasn't alcohol re-
lated," said Burnett 

Burnett also said that if Beer-Bike 
weren't a long-standing tradition, 
even the current version with sepa-
rate riders and chuggers would not 

SA approves proposed rules for quad 
by Amy Keener 

The Student Association approved 
Monday the wording of a new policy 
regulating appropriate uses of the 
academic quad, according to SA 
President Mitra Miller. The new 
wording will appear in the Student 
Handbook. 

Dean of Students Sarah Burnett 
initiated the change because of past 
ambiguity surrounding the yellow 
ribbons placed on campus during 
the Persian Gulf War. The proposed 
addition reads: 

9. In addition to the regulations 
listed under this section, use of the 
Founders Court and the Academic 
Quadrangle is subject to additional 
constraints. Ceremonies, demonstra-
tions, and other activities will be per-
mitted by the Director of Student Ac-
tivities only if it can be demonstrated 
that they wiU not interfere with the 
academic and administrative activi-
ties of the University. They will be of 
limited duration after which all signs 
of the activity are to be removed. Fur-
thermore, nothing may be placed on 
the monument to William Marsh Rice 
which is also his burial place. 

Lovett Senator Michael 
Woodbury pointed out there was 
some discussion over the vague 
wording of "limited duration." 

"The SA approved the wording 
with a recommendation that some-
how the limited duration clause 
within the proposal be specified. It 
could lead to potential ambiguity if 

left unspecified,"said Wood bury. The 
SA did not make any specific sug-
gestions for clarification of the 
wording. 

The change covers both aesthet-
ics and disruptive events. 

"We do not want to restrict any-
one from using it for demonstrations 
and ceremonies," Burnett clarified. 
"We just dont want classes inter-
rupted or normal activities." 

Crawford noted a further restric-
tion. "[An event] cannot impede any-
one else's access—you cant have a 
strike, for instance," she said. 

In addition to preventing disrup-
tive activities, the policy is designed 
to preserve die aesthetic beauty of 
the quadrangle, which became an 
issue last year during the Gulf War. 

"The controversy with the yellow 
ribbons is that [students] wanted to 
put them on the trees and leave them 
there," Burnett explained. "They 
could put them on other trees, just 
not in the main academic quad." 
Burnett cited frequent visitors and 
television crews as justification for 
maintaining the quad landscape. 

"We just think it is one area that 
we should keep from looking too 
unattractive," she said. 

A war protest sculpture, which 
was removed from the quadrangle 
last year, also brought the ambiguity 
of past policy into focus. Burnett cited 
aesthetic considerations for the deci-
sion to move the sculpture from the 
academic quad to the cloisters at Rice 
Memorial Center. 

Crawford explained, "We want 

people to be able to say what they 
want to say and to do these 
activities...the University does re-
serve the right to restrict where 
people can do these activities." 

According to Burnett, the policy 
change does not affect past proce-
dures for reserving the quadrangle, 
nor does the change affect the crite-
ria used for approving space requests. 
Any organization may file a request 
with the Office of Student Activities 
to hold an outdoor event 

"Officially when an organization 
makes a room request through my 
office, it goes through the proper 
people," said Director of Student 
Activities Sarah Nelson Crawford. For 
facilities requests involving an out-
side area, Vice President of Finance 
and Administration Dean Cum'e, who 
also supervises grounds main te-
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be allowed on campus. 
Ballengee and Jaasma insisted 

riders would not be at risk. "We've 
practiced this [format of the] race 
several times [before the decision] 
with beer," Ballengee said. "We had 
tryouts at Will Rice twice last week 
and twice this week." 

"We've had no biking problems," 
Jaasma said. "No one's wrecked or 
gotten sick." 

Burnett was still concerned. 
"Since we have now been informed 
of the plan [of THE RACE] and have 
the opinion of a physician, we have 
an obligation to put a halt to a poten-
tially dangerous situation," Burnett 
said. 

Dr. Dain Novak of Health Services 
said in last week's Thresher that the 
riders, after drinking beer, "will be 
more likely to fall, and not because of 
drunkenness. "She went on to explain 
that switching from rapid swallowing 
to cycling would be too much for the 
riders. Novak also called the iron-
man format "suicidally stupid," a 
statement which was not printed in 
the story. 

Burnett approved the alcohol li-
cense last week, but said that at the 
time she assumed this would be a 
"typical mock race." 

Dean of Student Activities Sarah 
Nelson Crawford said she called 
Burnett after reading the Thresher 
article. "[Burnett] had approved the 
license with the understanding it was 
going to be one thing and it turned 
out to be another," Crawford said. 

Ballengee said he had not in-
tended to deceive Burnett "We'dput 
a 'mock race' in quotes," he said. 

Crawford said when Ballengee 

presented the idea to Burnett he 
said it was only for the Marcus 
Aurelius Latin and English Society 
(MALES). Ballengee explained that 
while MALES is sponsoring the 
event, "it is not closed only to the 
members of the club." 

Sid Richardson senior James 
"Bud" Weisser, who signed the origi-
naldeclaration ofTHE RACE, said, "I 
was disappointed with the decision. 
Itwasn'tnecessarilytherightreaction 
to cancel the event outright WeVe 
been doing our best to follow all of 
the rules." 

Graduate Student Association 
President Dirk Valk said, "For me, 
Ballengee and Jaasma were making 
a good attempt to ensure the safety of 
the riders, but it wasnt good enough 
for Dean Burnett" 

"I dont condemn her decision, 
but I wish we could work around her 
stance, especially considering the 
severity of the new Drug Free Work-
place Act," Valk said. "Butreally, it all 
boils down to how concerned you are 
about consuming alcohol during the 
race." Valk concluded. 

"I'm not surprised [at Burnett's 
decision]," RPC President Stan H sue 
said. "There was a mention of an iron-
man beer-bike last year in the Rice 
Program Council, but it got a nega-
tive response from the Dean of Stu-
dents." 

Burnett said, "I'm sure [ Ballengee 
and Jaasma] will use their imagina-
tions to come up with another clever 
way to have fun with beer-bike. At 
one time, riders used tricycles, so 
there are all sorts of variations." 

John McCoy was a contributing 
writer for this story. 

Gate crashers plague Sid Tower Party 
by John McCoy 

An undetermined number of 
people entered Sid Richardson 
College's Tower Party last Saturday 
without paying by falsifying the red 
stamps on their hands used to mark 
paid guests, according to party orga-
nizers. Efforts by students to side-
step both entrance fees and the al-
cohol policy have plagued the large 
college parties this year. 

Several students also gave their 

Bring out your fiddle and banjo... 

The Rainbow Rockers played live over KTRU on Wednesday, Feb. 5, complete with fiddler, bassist guitarist 
banjo player and tap dancer. They'll be returning to Rice to play a little country dancing music at Jones College 
on Sunday night Feb. 9, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Admission is $1 for students. 

wristbands, which distinguished 
guests over 21, to others and at-
tempted to get new ones, claiming 
that they had lost them, according to 
SRC social coordinator Heidi 
Huettner. 

Huettner expressed disappoint-
ment with the offenders. "We're on a 
campus where people mil write 10 
letters to defend the honor code, 
claiming to be honest but they're 
content to jack other colleges for a 
few bucks," she said. 

According to Huettner, SRC so-
cials deckled not to issue bracelets to 
those under 21, but instead to use a 
stamp. "Because we didn't spend the 
extra $200to $300for weird bracelets 
[to also mark for under 21], people 
got in free," she said. 

SRC did spend $100 to buy wrist-
bands with a distinctive pattern for 
guests over 21, rather than use the 
plain bands provided by the Campus 
Police. According to Huettner, they 
wanted to make it impossible for 
people to get alcohol using an outside 
wristband. 

At Wiess College's Night of 
Decadence last semester, organizers 
discovered that wristbands similar 
to NOD's were being used by people 
under 21 to get alcohoL 

Wiess has since dropped its in-
vestigation Into the matter, according 
to Wiess social coordinator David 
Roberts. Although they "could have 
nailed a few individuals involved," 
Roberts said that the college had no 
conclusive proof as to who was sup-
plying the wristbands. 

Director of Student Activities 
Sarah Nelson Crawford said that the 
original idea behind the alcohol 
policy was that students would be 
self-policing in its enforcement She 
noted, however that "there hasnt 
been an effort by the students to take 
care of themselves." 

According to Crawford the irre-

sponsibility on the part of the student 
body is what led to the increased 
security measures of hand stamps 
and wristbands. 

The undermining of alcohol con-
trols brings with it the possibility of 
fines and punishments against indi-
viduals and host colleges. 

The student handbook states that 
"any college or organization found 
not adequately observing the en-
forcement regulations described 
above will be fined a minimum of 
$200," and that "penalties for students 
found guilty of violating the Policy 
will range from fines to expulsion 
from the University." 

Dean of Students Sarah Burnett 
receives reports after every regis-
tered campus event from student 
monitors who are chosen by the 
college masters and presidents. Ac-
cording to Burnett the reports do not 
name names. They describe how well 
the alcohol controls were enforced 
and list any specific violations wit-
nessed. 

Burnett said that a monitor report 
is not enough evidence to levy a fine, 
and that independent confirmation is 
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Ad denies genocide of Holo-
caust; printing promotes cause 
We, as editors-in-chief, decided not to accept a full-page advertise-

ment from the Committee for Open Debate on the Holocaust ICODOH] 
in accordance with the Thresher's ad Policy, The Thresher reserves the 
right..to reject objectionable copy. The Thresher will not accept adver-
tisements which discriminate on the basis of race, sex, creed or national 
origin...." 

The ad asserts that the Holocaust did not occur. Additionally, it states 
that a massive Zionist conspiracy has suppressed the real facts concern-
ing the Jewish people in concentration camps during World War II. 

Deciding whether or not to print the full-page ad from the Commit-
tee for Open Debate on the Holocaust [CODOH] is more than a 
simple designation of advertising space. Many conflicting issues 
merit recognition and discussion. 

This matter becomes more critical as the number of eyewitnesses 
to the Holocaust dwindles. Members of the Thresher staff lost family 
in concentration camps. Printing the ad would blunt the horror of 
those deaths and insult anyone whose family was affected by the 
Holocaust. 

We cannot ethically encourage denial of genocide. Questioning 
the Holocaust's existence legitimizes the debate and reproduces the 
environment of denial that allowed the acts to occur in the first place. 
By submitting this ad, CODOH Director Bradley Smith wants to be 
recognized as a legitimate scholar as worthy of debate as any other. 
This man does not deserve that recognition. 

We cannot run this ad any more than one from the Ku Khix Klan 
denying slavery's existence. We might as well advertise that Martin 
Luther King, Jr. committed suicide. We do not, and will not, wittingly 
print deceptive advertising, be it for a pizza parlor, political candidate 
or fringe group. 

Refusing to print the ad is not a matter of freedom of speech. We 
are not tearing down CODOH flyers at the gym or preventing the 
posters' distribution. However, simultaneously, there is no require-
ment that we actively promote this issue. We do not deny Smith's 
right to discuss or distribute his opinion, but we will not be used as his 
means to do so. 

We do not limit our advertising strictly because our views do not 
concur with those in any ad. While we have differing views on 
politicians, we accept campaign ads. We address both pro-life and 
pro-choice rallies on campus. If Smith visits Rice, we will cover the 
lecture or debate as we would any other issue that directly affects the 
Rice community. Until then, the advertisement holds the same 
significance as any other ad that trivializes murder. 

The ad itself is written in the guise of an actual opinion or news 
article. The text is misleading in fact, style and layout. In his ad, Smith 
addresses "anyone on campus" and accuses academic administrators 
of trying to "rid the campus of ideas which are disruptive to the 
university," The inherent implication in these statements is that 
Smith is a member of the Thresher staff, not the director of a national 
political organization. 

There is no excuse for compromising our journalistic standards in 
return for $310. If anything, the payment should make us more 
cautious. 

Ultimately, we are responsible for the newspaper and its contents. 
We will not lend the credibility of The Rice Thresher to such decep-
tions. 
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Don't overlook advantages of new calendar 
To the editors, 

I want to offer some additional 
considerations with respect to pos-
sible changes in the calendar. I do 
not doubt (well, not entirely) that 
some students wish to work as many 
days as possible during the summer, 
though I suspect that a survey would 
reveal that most do not enter the 
work force quite as early and eagerly 
as last week's editorial implied. But 
that argument granted, other factors 
are being overlooked. Let me list 
some of them. 

Rice's current 
calendar is a real 
burden for faculty 
during Christmas 

season. They 
spend time 

grading papers 
instead of 

enjoying their 
families. 

1. The factors discussed in the edito-
rial and news story concerned only 
the effects on students. That is un-
derstandable, since the Thresher is A 
student publication, but students are 
only one part of the Rice community. 
The opinions and needs of faculty 
and staff, a large (and more perma-
nent) segmentofthecommunityalso 
deserve consideration. 
2. Starting school in mid- to late Au-
gust works a hardship on many fac-
ulty and staff Because HISD is not 
yet in session, those with school-age 
children must arrange for chikicare, 
often at substantial expense. A mid-
August starting date also restricts 
the time available for scheduling va-
cations with children and grandchil-
dren, for whom the end of August is 
often a good time, since most 
scheduled summer activities (camps, 
summer school, etc.) are over by 
then. 
3. December is, for professors with 
any substantial number of students, 
simply a dreadful month. This past 
semester, grades were due on De-
cember 26. On Christmas Eve, at 
least half the members of our depart-
ment spent much of the day grading 
papers in their offices instead of en-
joying their families. I would be sur-

prised if the others were not working 
at home for at least part of the day. 
On the day after grades go in, usually 
after a frenetic race to the deadline, 
work must begin to have syllabi and 
other materials ready when students 
return—after a respite professors do 
not get to share. I talked to numerous 
other professors who agreed that 
Rice's schedule is a real burden at 
this time of the year, taking much of 
the joy out oftheholiday season, lam 
not exaggerating. 
4. Air-travel costs, particularly for 
international students and others fly-
ing considerable distances, could 
often be reduced substantially by 
delaying the start of the spring se-
mester a week or so, until holiday 
fares go down. 
5. August typically features the hot-
test weather of the year. A substantial 
savings could be effected simply by 
keeping the colleges closed for an 
additional week. In addition, why 
subject everyone to the beastly heat 
when running a bit longer into May 
would be more comfortable, even with 
semesters of the present length? Es-
pecially when nearly all other schools 
wait until September to begin. 
6. Having a schedule that matches 
most other American universities 
would make it easier for professors 
to attend scholarly meetings. I virtu-
ally never get to attend the annual 
meeting of the American Sociologi-
cal Association, because it usually 
falls during the first week of classes, 
a bad time to be absent from a large 
introductory course. Other profes-
sional societies hold meetings after 
Christmas, producing a similar 
crunch for professors in other disci-
plines. A revised schedule would also 

make it easier for students to coordi-
nate vacations with friends and fam-
ily members from other schools. 
7. In talking with a few students, I 
have the impression that standard 
summer jobs are not really available 
by the first week in May, that stu-

August typically 
features the 

hottest weather 
of the year. 
Closing the 

colleges for an 
additional week 

would save 
money. May is 

more comfortable. 
dents typically spend several weeks 
waiting for the positions to open up. 
Even if that is not the case, a shorter 
semester would permit a more hu-
mane winter vacation period and still 
allow a net gain of at least one week. 

In the front-page news story about 
possible changes to the calendar, it 
was noted that this is an issue that 
comes up every few years. These, I 
believe, are some of the reasons. This 
is an idea whose time has been here 
for agood while. Iurgeyouto support 
it now. 

William Martin 
Professor of Sociology 

Heterosexual women 
increasingly suffer AIDS 
To the editors, 

The Montrose Clinic estimates 
that 60 percent to 80 percent of 
Houston's gay men are infected with 
HIV, the precursor to AIDS. The 
statistic is startling, but not too far 
from our stereotypes. Now try this... 
in 1990 women accounted for 11.5 
percent of all AIDS cases in the U.S., 
up from 3.5 percent in 1981. Since 
1988 women have been the fastest 
growing AIDS population in the U.S. 
Specifically, heterosexual women's 
infection rate is now increasing by 34 
percent each year. These numbers 

may shock you. Despite lack of 
awareness, U.S. women are at risk 
and at risk in unique ways. Inform 

Buy your 
valentine a 
condom. 

yourself, and buy your valentine a 
condom. 

Julie Graves 
Dorie Allen 
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'There's no such thing as free speech and it's a good thing, too' 
MARK DAVID SCHOENHALS 

MANY PEOPLE HAVE heard this 
phrase: "There's no such 
thing as free speech and 

ifs a good thing, too." Most react 
viscerally to it It rubs us wrong, es-
pecially in America. It shocks ova-
fundamental common sensibilities. 
After all, we had to fight awfully hard 
for the First Amendment 

The phrase is the title of a work-
ing paper by Stanley Fish, a Duke 
English professor. The formulation 
of his title is sensational. This is no 
accident for the attention-grubbing 
Fish. He does not actually mean that 
"free speech" does not exist, but that 
it has no essential worth. "Free 
speech" has no intrinsic value. As he 
says, "Speech...is never and could 
not be an independent value, but is 
always asserted against a background 
of some assumed conception of the 
good to which it must yield in the 
event of conflict" 

After arguing that the Canadian 
charter is less nalVe than the U.S. 
Constitution because it acknowl-
edges this absence of intrinsic value 
explicitly, he continues to elaborate 
his idea that "free speech" is not a 
value in itself "Free expression could 
only be a primary value if what you 
arevahiingisthe right to make noise; 
but if you are engaged in some pur-
posive activity...you will come to a 
point when you decide that some 
forms of speech do not further but 
endanger that purpose." 

Fish uses Congressman Henry 
Hyde's proposed amendment to the 
civil rights act as evidence that we 
even have this understanding of free 
speech in the states. The goal of this 
legislation to protect "the free speech 
rights of college students" at private 
and public institutions. An exception 
is made for religiously affiliated col-
leges, which are free to control speech 
in a way "consistent with the reli-
gious tenets of such organizations." 

Hyde knows, then, that at the 
"heart" of each college and univer-
sity is a "set of beliefs." We do not 
value "free speech" greater than the 
sacred values of these institutions— 
at least if they are religiously affili-
ated. But Fish states rightly that "no 
institution is "just there' independent 
of any purpose" and that these pur-
poses determine the value and ex-
tent of "free speech" within the insti-
tution. 

From his brilliant and persuasive 
argument about the nature of prin-
ciples like "free speech," Fish quickly 
draws concrete conclusions. For the 
university, this means undesirable 
speech must be "extirpated." (He 
borrows this word from Milton, who 
wanted to "extirpate" Catholics.) This 
scares me. I dont mind being in the 
same tank as Fish .Just notice that we 
deal with predators differently. 

Barbara Hernstein Smith, one of 
Fish's colleagues at Duke, contends 
that a text (the Constitution is a text) 
may or may not have an inherent 
meaning. For her, what is important 
is how the text is interpreted and 

Nothing has 
intrinsic value, 
not even 'free 

speech.' 
evaluated. We continue, always, to 
make these judgements about his-
torical texts. Our understanding and 
value of a text is highly contingent 
upon our context in the world. 
Montaigne noticed this flux many 
years ago: "Never did two men judge 
alike about the same thing, and it is 
impossible to find two opinions ex-
actly alike, not only in different men, 
but in the same man at different 
times." It has been handed down 
since Heraclitus in various forms. 

As a result of this problem of con-
tingency, the important question to 
ask becomes: what does the First 
Amendment mean in our commu-
nity? What is the purpose of "free 
speech" at Rice? Why do we value it? 

Fish attempts a "noncon-
troversial...stipulation" of the pur-
pose of the university as "the investi-
gation and study of matters of fact 
and interpretation." We can take this 
as a beginning. For students, a uni-
versity should be an educational en-
vironment for learning how to do 
these things—study and investigate. 
And it's about "folding yourself," 
which involves confronting funda-
mental challenges to your values 
head-on. 

Fish doesnt seem to acknowledge 
this. He is "too focused on short-term 
outcomes," a charge he raises against 
himself specifically to refute it He 
does not defend himself well against 
it I argue that we are always better 
off when we listen to and refute of-
fensive claims. 

Fish disagrees with this, dis-
missing the argument "that harmful 
speech should be answered not by 
regulation but by more speech." He 
ridicules it before he dismisses it, 
however. He wonders facetiously if 
the "effects of such speech could be 
canceled out by additional 
speech...by saying something like 
*So's your old man." This is absurd. 
The bases of harmful speech can be 
attacked and its legitimacy under-
mined. Fish then accuses those who 
make this argument of assuming that 
"everything is...weightless verbal 
exchange." Again, he ridicules this 
argument, by comparing it with 
"Sticks and stones will break my 
bones, but...." 

These practical evaluations that 
Fish forces us to make are, in fact, 
unavoidable. I think his practical 
judgment is wrong, however. 

It is ironic that Fish says that his 
argument will make our conception 
of "free speech" more thought-about 
Indeed it wilL We will not be able to 
mindlessly invoke the First Amend-
ment to defend "scoundrels," as Fish 
says we now do. This, he says, will 
prevent us from "walking away from 
a problem" and using the First 
Amendment as an excuse. 

One thing is certain: around this 
office, I did not hear anyone attempt-
ing to use the First Amendment—in 
letter or "in spirit" (traditional mean-
ing)—as an excuse to print the Ho-
locaust Revisionist advertisement 
What I heard, and the arguments I 
have made, are practical ones. 

Adead tradition is useless. This is 
Fish's strongest point We should 
not accept the First Amendment on 
the authority of the Constitution in 
history. The Constitution is alive in 
the sense that we are always making 
sense of it again for ourselves. 

The Holocaust 
Revisionists can-

not meet the stan-
dards of telling 
history stories. 
Fish wants "truth" to be chal-

lenged and determined locally and 
politically. This opens a space for the 
Holocaust Revisionists. This is not 
reason to reject Fish, but it should 
prompt us to put up our defenses. 

We should realize that the stories 
of history are alive and subject to 
local reinterpretion in the same way 
that the Constitution is. It is a living 
tradition, not just something in our 
textbooks to be blindly accepted. 
When it is challenged, we must come 
to its defense. The Holocaust Revi-
sionists attack the living tradition— 
not to kill it but to distort it 

This actually has parallels with 
Fish's argument To the degree that 
the "Holocaust story" is now under-
stood by Holocaust Revisionists as 
contaiy to their interests, they have a 
stake in changing it It is a story like 
the constitution which we should re-
interpret to suit our own agenda. In 
thiscase, it would seem that the agenda 
is to save face for Germany and to take 
a significant step in undermining the 

legitimacy of the Zionist state. 
Holocaust Revisionism is the kind 

of craziness that is possible when we 
open everything up to infinite inter-
pretation and contingency—when we 
acknowledge that nothing has intrin-
sic value but everything exists only to 
serve other ends. By crazy I don't 
mean insane These people are in-
deed sane and maliciously clever. We 
have standards in history about what 
kinds of evidence are acceptable in 
telling our history stories. Because 
history stories are subject to these 
rules, we rely on history in ways that 
we dont rely on fictional stories. The 
Holocaust Revisionists cannot meet 
the standards of telling hi story stories. 
(See article below.) 

Both the Constitution and history 
in general, including the Holocaust, 
are up for grabs in the age when 
everything is a story. But we can 
benefit from maintaining a careful 
distinction between them. Story-tell-
ing follows different rules in each 
case, as it serves different purposes. 
We have the sense to see what kind 
of story telling is appropriate and 
what kind is fundamentally unac-
ceptable in each area. 

Fish acknowledges the danger of 
opening up every story for explicit 
reinterpretation: "Nothing...can in-
sulate us from those risks." In the end 
it is based on "judgment" for which 
we can "offer reasons but no guaran-
tees." For many reasons, we can judge 
the Holocaust Revisionists to be 
wrong. In the same way, we can judge 
Fish to be wrong to the degree that he 
might attempt to suppress them. 

Fish provides a valuable frame-
work for examining this decision to 
print or not to print It's about taking 
a risk in assessing the advantages 
and disadvantages of each, and in 
making an argument in support of 
the decision. In my view, suppres-
sion is inneffective. 

I make an extended practical ar-
gument in the article below. Coinci-
dentally, lfollowaquotefrom Milton's 
Aeropagitica,justas Fish does. Milton 

is quoting Francis Bacon: "The pun-
ishing of wits enhances their author-
ity, and a forbidden writing is thought 
to be a certain spark truth, that flies 
up in the feces of them who seek to 
tread it out" Not printing the ad is 
worse than printing it h would be 
best of course, if it didnt exist at all. 

Rupp's remarks at Rosenblatt's 
Presidential Lecture in the Fall provide 
us a sense of his notion of our univer-

I don't mind 
being in the same 
tank as Fish. Just 

notice that we 
deal with preda-
tors differently. 

sity. Seemingly based on practical con-
siderations, he suggested that we err 
on the side of speech that is painful an d 
offensive, rather than run the risks as-
sociated with suppressing it 

Rupp's comments lead me to be-
lieve that the decisions of the Thresher 
editors-in-chief not to print the adver-
tisement was a bad one for our com-
munity. Better to print it and address 
it demonstrating its danger, espe-
cially when so many of the ad's 
charges are based on the idea that 
Holocaust Revisionist opinions are 
being oppressed by university 
"Thought Police." Why should we 
give him ammunition for his gun when 
we could shoot him, metaphorically? 

Despite the stress that it has 
caused around the office, I am grate-
ful to the Holocaust Revisionist for 
submitting the ad, because it had 
exactly the effect of making the issue 
of what should and shouldn't be ex-
pressed publicly a local and political 
one, which is what it must be. 

Mark David Schoenhals, opinion edi-
tor, is a senior at Lovett College. 

Print Holocaust Revisionism for practical reasons 
MARK DAVID SCHOENHALS 

USING THE FRAMEWORK for con-
sidering "free speech" which 
I present above, I want to con-

sider the practical issue at hand: 
should we have printed the Holo-
caust Revisionst's ad? IH argue that 
we should have printed the ad for 
practical reasons. First, let me tell 
you briefly what the ad says, and 
what other people have said about 
it—since you cant read it 

The Ad 
Because the ad was rejected by 

the Daily Texan, the Houston 
Chronicle has covered it but in an 
extremely brief and somewhat mis-
leading way. In the interest of fair-
ness (because I believe that we can 
play fair and win), let me give Brad-
ley Smith—the author of the ad— 
every benefit of the doubt The 
Chronicle report, for example, calls 
Smith's organization, the Committee 
for the Open Debate of the Holo-
caust "a group claiming the Holo-
caust story was fabricated to 'drum 
up support for Jewish causes.™ This 
generalization quotes the ad out of 
context in a way that misses impor-
tant subtleties in his argument He 
advances interesting but specious 
conspiracy theories, but does not 
chum that Jews were involved—at 
least originally. 

In the ad, Smith claims that "Al-
lied governments" continued their 
wartime propaganda about German 
atrocities in the postwar period in 
order to "justify" their own "great 
sacrifices" in the war and to "divert 
attention" from the atrocities com-
mitted by Allied forces against inno-
cent people in German and Japanese 
cities. The most important reason for 
continuing this propaganda, accord-
ing to Smith, was to justify "postwar 
rearrangments" like the "annexation 

of large parts of Germany into Po-
land." The "Zionist organizations," 
according to Smith's ad, did not ini-
tiate this, but did become "deeply 
involved" to advance their own inter-
ests. In our phone conversations, 
Smith claimed that the Holocaust 
story continues to be exploited— 
most recently by George Bush dur-
ing Desert Storm. 

The only other claim from Smith's 
ad cited in the Chronicle story follows: 
The figure of 6 million Jewish deaths 
is an irresponsible exaggeration. No 
execution gas chambers existed in 
Europe which was under German 
control." (Poland doesn't seem to 
count) Unlike the other quote, this 
(me is representative of the kind of 
claims made by Holocaust Revision-
ists. Parts of the ad deny the Holo-
caust as it is defined by the Simon 

We should get 
his wickedly 
calculated 

falsehoods out in 
the open and 

kill them. 
Wiesenthal Center: "the deliberate 
attempt to exterminate Europe'sjews." 

In another phone conversation, 
Bradley Smith defended this claim 
only by taking a more extreme posi-
tion. He asserted that "no documents 
indicate an order, a plan, a budget, a 
weapon, or a victim" in what we call 
the Holocaust In other words, no 
documented gas chambers and no 
documented dead Jews. This quote 
is a representative example of the 
kind of bogus claims that Holocaust 
Revisionists make. 

Aware of some of the ad's calcu-
lated attempts to mislead, I con-

fronted author Smith himself with 
them—motivated by curiosity 
mainly. The Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter and the Holocaust Education 
Center were extremely helpfuL They 
assembled and delivered documents 
to me which refuted Smith's specific 
claims about the Holocaust I exam-
ined lengthy excerpts from the Jae-
ger Report, a transcript of the 
Wannsee Conference, Adolf 
Eichmann's testimony, Henrich 
Himmler's testimony, Rudolph 
Hoess's autobiographical writings, 
the Kremer Wartime Diary, and other 
documents. 

I can make my point without reliv-
ing the details of Smith's claims and 
the way that these documents refute 
them. After all, as Smith told me on 
the phone, "You're not an expert on 
this. I'm not either." By using this 
strategy, he can preclude debate. In 
response to any direct charge he will 
answer "I dont even know if [that 
document] is authentic or not" or 
"You dont have any knowledge of 
that document." He also noted 
insightfully that I was "drowning in 
all sorts of information"—and misin-
formation, I will add. He explained 
on the phone that he merely intended 
to provide enough evidence in the ad 
to indicate that the Holocaust should 
still be open for debate. Toward this 
end, he revises various parts of the 
"Holocaust story" in sections of the 
ad titled "The Photographs," "Docu-
ments," and "Auschwitz." 

His most audacious maneuver is 
in a section titled "Eyewitness Testi-
mony," where he compares those 
who claim to have witnessed the Ho-
locaust to those who claim to have 
seen "flying saucers." He maintains 
that much of the "eyewitness testi-
mony" has been determined to be 
"false" by Jewish organizations. Other 
testimony he calls "uncorroborated" 
and' therefore inadmissible. This is 
ridiculous. 

Smith is very slick, slippery slick, 

and very clever. Still, even after talk-
ing to him at length, it is easy for me 
to say that he is wrong in his specific 
claims about the Holocaust The 
problem is that he always evaded my 
challenges to the concrete evidence 
by emphasizing the other point he 
makes in his ad: "On American 
campuses today there is a wide range 
of ideas and viewpoints that are for-
bidden to be discussed openly." 

Whenever I tried to refute one of 
his specific claims, he shifted cleverly 
to this issue, saying things like "1 
want to provide access to revisionist 
scholarship to the people of Rice." 
He maintained that this was the pri-
mary point "My job isn't to prove 
that the Holocaust never happened. 
My job is to ask for free inquiry and 
open debate on the issue." By refus-
ing to print the ad, the Thresher bol-
stered the legitimacy of this claim 

Of course, without printing the 
ad, there's only so much that can be 
done to denounce its claims. Yet this 
is the ideal environment in which 
students can confront a controversial 
issue and have access to resources to 
learn to make a sound decision. My 
decision is that Holocaust Revision-
ism is misleading and based on bad 
scholarship. Unfortunately, you must 
trust this decision solely on my au-
thority since you are prevented from 
judging the ail for yourself. 

The Derision 
The people who really benefited 

from this experience were those of 
us at the Thresher who were able to 
deal with this controversy, however 
stressful it may have been. (I have 
been popping my knuckles all week.) 
The effect, certainly undesired al-
though understood, of the editors-in-
chiefs decision not to print the ad-
vertisement is that students are un-
able to see its absurdity directly and 
confront these issues personally. 1 

SEE HOLOCAUST, PAGE 5 
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University should do Natural Science properly, or not do it at all 
DAVID METZLER 

AND 

HENRY MAHNCKE 

THE NATURAL SCIENCE founda-
tion course doesn't work. 
Student reactio n to the course 

has been very negative for the most 
part (as the popular nickname •Nazi" 
for the course shows), and the course 
has been very hard on professors. 
Further, it is unclear whether the 
course fulfills the purpose for which 
it was designed—whether it truly 
builds a solid foundation in the sci-
ences. What is clear is that there are 
many problems with the course—a 
fact that has been stated many times. 

However, to say simply that the 
course doesnt work oversimplifies 
the issue. Courses may be dysfunc-
tional due to a variety of reasons: 
their purpose is not reflected in their 
actual curriculum, or the students 
for whom the class is designed do 
not actually exist, for instance. An 
examination of the original goals, 
development, and current incarna-
tion of the courses is required. We 
also wish, from our position as SE's, 
to put the facts into a larger philo-
sophical perspective. One of us 
(Metzler) also attended a week of the 
course and gathered opinions from a 
diverse group of professors, admin-
istrators, and students. 

Why a Natural Science 
Foundation course? 

FOUNDATION COURSES AT Rice be-
gan in the 1988-89 school year 
as part of a major restructur-

ing of the undergraduate curriculum. 
With them came coherent minors, 
which provide some of the motiva-
tion for the foundation courses in the 
natural sciences. Ideally, a student 
who has had a solid foundation in the 
basics of science is better prepared 
for both substantive distribution 

Understanding 
the goals, 

possibilities, and 
limits of science 
is important to 

citizens in a 
democratic state. 

courses and for a coherent minor, if 
desired. Thus the courses typically 
taken by academs for distribution 
could be made more substantive, and 
coherent minors in the sciences 
which are based upon these classes 
would then have some intellectual 
rigor. The foundation course in sci-
ence was designed to be such a base, 
and so at its inception it included 
many of the same topics one would 
find in the "Big Three," albeit sub-
stantially simplified. 

How -Tver, there are other reasons 
to teach a foundation course in the 
natural sciences, besides increasing 
the quality of upper division classes. 
In fact, there are good reasons to 
teach a very different kind of course. 
In talking with members of the Rice 

We should not be 
susceptible to 

being "bamboozled" 
on scientific matters. 

E> * 

community about this subject, we 
heard two other threads of thought 
The first was that the notion of a 
liberal education—which, though 
hard to define, is important to many 
at this university—requires students 
to take a core course in science. Pro-
ponents of this view see knowledge 
as an a priori good and a broad base 
of knowledge as essential to a good 
education. Many students feel that 

they would be embarrassed to call 
themselves educated if they had 
learned very little science. 

The second reason comes from a 
related concept, that of scientific lit-
eracy. To be an informed, respon-
sible citizen and voter in contempo-
rary society, it is undoubtedly impor-
tant to have some knowledge of sci-
ence. In the words of Dean Michael 
Hammond of the Shepherd School, 
we should not be susceptible to being 
"bamboozled" on scientific matters. 
Scientific issues loom large in o in-
political consciousness: space explo-

Why do we do 
science, and why 
do we enjoy it? 

ration, nuclear safety, energy, tech-
nology, the environment Taking a 
course in basic science that teaches 
not just problem solving techniques 
but promotes understanding of the 
scientific thought process, and the 
powers and limits of science, would 
help to prepare students to under-
stand current technological issues. 

These considerations may seem 
abstract and theoretical. However, 
they have important implications for 
the curriculum and method of in-
struction of the course. A look at 
what the course has taught since its 
inception, and how the emphasis on 
basic skills has shaped it, will illumi-
nate the causes of some of the 
course's shortcomings. 

Brief History 

THE NATURAL SCIENCE program 
has undergone some trauma 
in its short life. When it 

started, the Physics Department was 
in charge, and Professors Harold 
"Bud" Rorschach and Bill Wilson 
put an intense effort into making 
the course work. That they went 
well beyond the call of duty is at-
tested by all involved Unfortunately, 
the syllabus they designed was 
overly ambitious, and covered an 
immense amount of material. Since 
then, the trend has been to remove 
material each year. While this makes 
the course somewhat more toler-
able to the students, it has con-
comitantly weakened the course. 
Some now believe that the course is 
not worth teaching simply because 
of a lack of content In aiddition, the 
course has lacked continuity due to 
changes in administration. Stephen 
Baker took over for the third year, 
and then the program moved to the 
Department of Space Science, 
where it is under the auspices of 
Curtis Michel. 

We must deal 
with the problem 
at hand, not pass 

the blame. 
Perhaps the most obvious and 

certainly the most controversial 
changes in the course have con-
cerned class size. After two years of 
large lecture sections, the course 
shifted to a small-group format con-
sisting of classes of around twenty-
five people. Student reaction to the 
change, as judged from evaluation 
forms, was reserved but positive. The 
students rated the professors as sig-
nificantly better, but the course rat-
ing stayed the same—unfavorable. 
While many saw the small groups as 
a much needed change, the course 
administrators felt the evidence was 
not conclusive. To many people's 
surprise, Dean Kinsey decided to 
switch back to the large lectures. 
The format is now two sections of 
lectures two days a week, and eight 
recitation sections, one day a week, 
where the weekly quizzes are admin-
istered 

The students we talked to about 
the course were displeased at the 
move back to large lectures, and 
many were confused as to the reason 

behind the change. Dean Kinsey ex-
plained that the added hassle of mov-
ing the program to the Department 
of Space Sciences made small class 
sections impractical; and that the 
small gains in student opinion were 
not worth adding to the already sig-
nificant bureaucratic complexities of 
this year's course. This seems suspi-
ciously like a lack of commitment to 
improving the course. 

Evidently, the mechanics of the 
course—syllabus, organization, class 
size—are difficult, and one source of 
trouble. But students' complaints 
suggest that the university's idea for 
the course is also at fault Academs 
complain that the material is not in-
teresting; that it is not taught in an 
exciting fashion, and that the tests 
they are given do not measure un-
derstanding, only capacities for re-
gurgitation. Indeed, the lectures at-
tended were not thrilling. The mate-
rial was not as dry as it could have 
been—Michel had put some thought 

Apathy has made 
teaching the 

course an uphill 
battle. 

into its presentation. However, it did 
not connect well to the real world. In 
terms of presentation, the course 
was not substantially worse than 
many of the physics courses I have 
taken—but the people in NSCI have 
already signalled their dislike of such 
courses by declining to be physics 
majors. 

To give Michel due credit I did 
learn something new about physics 
from his lectures. However, I was 
paying close attention to what he was 
saying. Judging from the lack of re-
sponse to his questions, and some 

This seems 
suspiciously like a 
lack of commitment 
to improving the 

course. 
rather lackluster looks, most of the 
students were not listening carefully 
to his lecture. Here is perhaps the 
biggest problem; the students in the 
Natural Science course do not, by 
and large, want to take the class, and 
do not want to work in a class which 
they do not want to take. This is 
perfectly understandable—very few 
people really like required classes. 
But in this class, such apathy has 
made teaching the course an uphill 
battle. Positive feedback results, with 
the students and teachers dragging 
each other down. 

Problem of Purpose 

Is HOSTILTTY AN inevitable reaction 
to a required foundation course? 
Humanities 101/2 provides an 

instructive example. While it may 
not be loved, it is certainly not as 
hated as NSCI 101/2 is. There are 
two explanations: perhaps if s simply 
easier to move from science to the 
humanities than vice versa; or per-
haps there is something wrong with 
the Natural Science course. All of the 
scientists I spoke with blamed the 
high schools for inadequately pre-
paring students in science and espe-
cially in math. While it is true that 
science teaching in high schools 
should be improved, we should re-
member that Rice-academs are bet-
ter prepared in science, by any tradi-
tional measure, than engineers at 
many other prestigious schools. Be-
sides, we must deal with the problem 
at hand, not pass the blame. As for 
the course itself, the fault does not lie 
in laziness, as some of the best teach-
ers in the sciences have put great 
effort into making it a good class. 
Class size is an important factor, but 
judging by the mixed results last year, 
small classes will probably not save 

the course. 
We believe that the basic problem 

with the course lies in its purpose. It 
may simply be unreasonable to ex-
pect a course in the basic facts and 
skills of science to interest those who 
have chosen to be academs. A view of 
the course in the two alternative lights 
proposed above could yield a solu-
tion to the above problems. If seen as 
part of a liberal education or as a 
scientific literacy course, the cur-
riculum would change radically, and 
perhaps be more palatable to the stu-
dents enrolled in the class. 

Michael Hammond is an eloquent 
proponent of a course in scientific 
literacy, both as part of a liberal edu-
cation and as a defense against "bam-
boo zlement." Instead of taking the 
"information pathway," as the present 
course does, bombarding students 
with a large amount of basic scien-
tific knowledge, he suggests taking a 
"paradigm pathway." Such an ap-
proach would emphasize historical 
and philosophical aspects of science 
by examining the epistemological 
underpinnings of the scientific 
method; and most important it would 
connect it to the real world. 

A syllabus based on this approach 
might focus on several key issues, 
like space exploration, or the envi-
ronment and go into some depth— 
what are the questions to ask here? 
Why those and not others? How does 
science go about answering those 
questions, and when can we trust the 
answers? For that matter, what counts 

Students just 
might like it. 

as an answer? Why do we do science, 
and why do scientists enjoy it? Any-
one who has contemplated her tax 
dollars going to the Hubble Space 
Telescope or the Superconducting 
Super-Collider must have mused on 
these questions in some form. 

There is a sacrifice involved in 
moving to this conception of the NSCI 
course. It limits the depth with which 
one can examine the issues at hand: 
for science has certain tools, without 
which one cannot progress beyond a 
certain point of understanding. In 
fact, some scientists claim it is mis-
leading to try to explain scientific 
issues without the proper math-
ematical background. Without a ba-
sic skills course, all of the science 
courses intended for non-majors 
would have to be taught at a non-
technical level. But these courses 
would not necessarily be trivial. 

The principal advantage of such a 
course, however, is that students just 
might like it If students who have 
chosen the humanities, social sci-
ences, music or architecture saw the 
issues of science presented in a more 
humane light, with more application 
to their fields, perhaps they would 
enjoy the course. Teachers might 
then enjoy teaching it; and maybe, 
just maybe, students would gain sub-
stantive understanding of the issues 
at hand and benefit—greatly—from 
it The present course does indeed 
have scientific literacy as one of its 
stated goals—but it is subsidiary to 
the primary motivation of imparting 
basic skills. Hence, the interesting 
parts of the course are hidden be-
hind a mass of boring facts. What is 
needed is not lip service to scientific 
literacy, but a basic change in atti-
tude, and a corresponding change in 
curriculum. 

New Directions 

ONE POSSIBILITY FOR reform in the 
natural sciences curriculum 
would change it to parallel 

the humanities sequence more 
closely. During O-week, freshmen 
must take a basic writing test, and if 
they do not pass, they must take 
ENGL 103/4, Basic Composition. 
The SE's are then still required to 
take the two semester humanities 
sequence to provide them not with 
basic writing skills, but with a broad 
exposure to the thought of the west-
ern tradition. 

Our proposed revision in NSCI 

would institute a basic mathematics 
competency test during O-week. 
Such a test would probably require 
good skills in algebra, trigonometry, 
and pre-calculus mathematics. Stu-
dents failing the test would take a 
basic mathematics course similar in 
concept to ENGL 103/4, to bring all 

Academs don't 
need to solve 

problems 
involving pulleys 

and weights. 
students up to a solid, pre-calculus 
level. Then all academs would take a 
scientific literacy course whose pur-
pose would be to give them an over-
view of the thought and processes of 
science, much as HUMA101/2 gives 
SE's an overview of the Western tra-
ditions. 

The purpose of this new course 
would not be to teach problem solv-
ing skills or specific facts which are 
soon forgotten, but to show what the 
scientific method is and how scien-
tists think about problems. The im-
portant thing for academs to learn 
about science is not how to solve 
problems involving pulleys and 
weights. Material such as this is ir-
relevant to the average person's life, 
and as aresult, is not retained for any 
longer than the final exam. More 
important is to understand the pro-
cess of observation, forming a hy-
pothesis, formulating experiments to 
test the hypothesis, examining data, 
revising hypotheses, and so forth. As 
voters, these students go on to make 
important decisions about science 
and technology. Understanding the 
goals, possibilities, and limits of sci-

Small classes will 
probably not save 

the course. The 
problem is more 

fundamental. 
ence is important to citizens in a 
democratic state. 

A curriculum could be devised to 
illustrate these points by means of 
the study of the history of science, 
philosophical issues, and current 
discoveries. The disadvantage of this 
suggestion is that it would require 
the hiring of several new faculty. 
Unfortunately, most practicing sci-
entists are not prepared to teach a 
class in the philosophy and history of 
their own field of study. The class 

The very idea of 
what the 

course should 
accomplish must 
be reconsidered. 

could be taught in a large lecture 
format as many humanities classes 
are, but at least one and perhaps two 
or three new faculty versed in this 
subject would have to be found. They 
would be hired on the condition that 
they teach this foundation course, 
much as some HUMA 101/2 profes-
sors were specifically hired to teach 
that course. 

These are radical changes in the 
curriculum, and would take a strong 
commitment of time and resources 
by the administration. But they may 
be necessary to create a viable Natu-
ral Science foundation course. We 
challenge the university community 
to either strongly support these 
courses and make them work, or 
abolish them. 

David Metzler is a senior at Will Rice 
College. Henry Mahncke is a senior at 
Lovett College. 
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Rice should be nothing but ashamed by Natural Science courses 
SHAILA K . DEWAN 

"i 
can fail anyone in this class 
that I want to fail," is bow 

.physics professor Curtis 
Michel responded to my question in 
Wednesday's natural sciences 102 
lecture. 

My question had to do with a 
student evaluation which he was dis-
playing at the beginning of class. 
The evaluation, a review of N SCI 101 
last semester, read: "I wont say 
[Michel] is a fuckhead, which he 
is.... He thinks we all think like phys-
ics majors. He explains the crap on 
the board then doesnt finish it, say-
ing the rest is 'intuitive.' If it were 
fucking intuitive, Fd be a double E 
and not an academ. Michel is confus-
ing, boring, and worst of all, insensi-
tive to the fact that while his students 
may even be interested in science, 
they don't have any talent for it" 

Michel had asked us what we 
thought of the evaluation. Several 
people raised their hands and said, 
basicallv. that while the evaluation 
was worded harshly, it reflected the 
overwhelming sense of frustration 
with the class. That its assessment 
was, in fact, basically correct 

After some "discussion," I asked 
him why he was showing it to us. He 
answered, inexplicably, with the 
above quote. 

I placed out of NSCI101, and am 
only now, as a junior, taking NSCI 
102.1 may not have chosen the class 
of my own free will, but I am funda-
mentally in favor of the idea that a 
university education should include 
at least a smattering of the major 
disciplines. Therefore, I began the 
semester with a moderately good 
attitude. I was not deterred by the 
fact that on the first day of class (I 
arrived late because my schedule 
instructed me to go to Mech Lab, 
which is not, FYI, where NSCI meets 
on Mondays) the professor was say-
ing, "So, we're going to give you the 
review questions [from last semes-
ter] as they will appear on the final, 
and then we will give you the an-
swers..." An interesting technique. 

Now I realize that NSCI is a very 

difficult class to teach, and blah blah 
blah, but I'm convinced that it could 
be better. When my section leader, 
Jackie Shanks, succeeds in explain-
ing coherently in 30 minutes on Fri-
days what Michel has taken 100 
minutes that week to bungle, there is 
no doubt in my mind. 

Back to my story, Michel contin-
ued to prompt us, shrugging aside 
our comments about the class and 
asking repeatedly, "Dont you see 
anything problematic about this 
evaluation?" This is bewildering in 
itself. Taking a confidential evalua-
tion, making a transparency out of it, 
and asking one or two hundred people 
to refute it for you? 

At one point, Michel noted the 
student* suseofthe word academ. "Not 
athlete," he said.".. .It* snot the athletes 
which are the problem in this class. 
Athletes have a Kttle better knowl-
edge of what they do welL" Nobody, to 
my knowledge, had even mentioned 
athletes, who have nothing to do with 
the problem in the class. Michel went 
(mi to insult and demean everyone in 

'If it were fucking 
intuitive, I'd be a 
double E and not 
an academ,' read 
the evaluation. 

the room by delivering a speech about 
the difficulty of science, ending with, 
"which is why you want to get into an 
area of academics where having a 
strong opinion counts more than 
knowing something.'' 

I mean, lefs be real We all know 
that here at Rice, while there is oc-
casional blather along these SE/ 
academ lines, overall much discus-
sion has been devoted to achieving 
mature, mutual respect among all 
the clearly worthwhile disciplines 
represented. So to hear a professor, 
in a class full of academs, saying 
something like that... "Oh, I'm sorry," 
Michel said over the hubbub. "Have 
I offended anybody?" 

Michel then put another trans-
parency up which showed a calculus 
question from what I guess was last 
semester's final The same question 
had been asked again on a quiz this 
semester.The transparency showed 
the number of people who had an-
swered it correctly each time. These 
numbers, which I didnt write down, 
were pretty despairing. However, it 
seemed that Michel blamed the stu-
dents for this. The fact is, students 
are only partially to blame, and 
Michel had already responded to 
several attempts at suggesting im-
provements in the course with, "that's 
not the point" 

So after a while I raised my hand 
again and said, "Excuse me, but I 
missed the answer to my question.* 

"What was your question?" 
I restated it 
"Well, I was about to tell you," 

Michel said. Then he started the day's 
lecture on nuclei. 

Persistence is my middle name. 
Well, not really, but after class I went 
up to him anyway and I said, "What 
was the answer to my question?" 

He said, "What was your question?" 
"Why did you put that evaluation 

up in class?" 
Michel told me that he had been 

looking for a particular response, but 
he had not gotten it He said he had 
been trying to show why extreme 
evaluations are ineffectual. "They get 
discounted," he said. 

"What do you mean, they get dis-
counted? You discount them, or the 
department..." 

"Well," Michel shrugged, "I get 
so many evaluations." 

I was by this point completely 
confused. I mean, I understand that 
extreme evaluations can often be 
nonconstructive. However, several 
people had, in class, agreed with this 
one—some even to the applause of 
the class. Why was there an extreme 
unwillingness to face up to this? Was 
everyone in charge of NSCI becom-
ing this resigned? 

A quick trip to the library revealed 
something very interesting. There 
were three course evaluations of 
Michel's available—PHYS515,1989, 
with 26 responses out of 33 enrolled; 

Holocaust 
FROM PAGE 3 
think that, if given the chance, they 
could benefit from doing so. 

Representatives of the various 
Jewish centers with whom I spoke 
disagreed. It is not worth debating, 
they said, because it is so self-evi-
dently untrue. Ifso.thenwhydothey 
not kill this guy's attempt by giving 
him what's he's asking for? He's 
asking to be refuted, like Gary Hart 
asked to be caught Refuting Smith 
would be like observing Hart in his 
escapades on "Monkey Business." 
You can put it in his face, which is the 
most damaging kind of maneuver for 
his credibility—certainly more dam-
aging than trying to ignore him 

The Jewish organizations are not 
doing themselves a favor by their 
condescending response (however 
justifiable) to this man. To dismiss 
him, to refuse to debate him, is to do 
nothing to persuade others that he is 
promulgating falsehoods. Such un-
truths must be discredited head on, 
or they will spread. 

In 1992 there are so many ways 
of information travelling that his 
message will get out We are kidding 
ourselves if we think that these at-
tempts to manipulate our history 
will just go away. We must allow 
them to be expressed and challenged 

i openly. 
The question for Rice recently 

was: are we willing to confront Smith's 
specious claims? At Wee, two people 
decided that we would not confront it 
directly in this forum—the editors-
in-chief of our newspaper. Still, we 
can discuss and investigate Smith's 
claims to lessen the damage of not 
confronting it—as I have done here. 

But in a debate, it is easier to 
refute claims that are publicly ex-
pressed. Otherwise, these claims 
circulate unchallenged. Not printing 
the advertisement will not prevent 
most people from ultimately grap-
pling with its claims. What it has 

done is deprive them of a chance to 
confront them in an environment 
conducive to a proper assessment of 
its claims. 

I admit that I have a (perhaps 
naiVely) idealistic conception of the 
university, but if this ad is too dan-
gerous for us to handle, who can 
handle it? I imagine the following 
extreme scenarios in which people 
read and evaluate this advertisement 

If a studentreads the ad this week, 
his or her friend may say, "These are 
blatant lies. If s propaganda I saw a 
film about the Wannsee Conference 
recently, which showed clearly that 
the German elite conspired to kill all 
Jews. I saw the blueprints for 
Auschwitz, where they planned to 
kill Jews more efficiently. I read Levi's 
book in my humanities course." And 
his Jewish friend will say, "I lost 24 
family members in the Holocaust It 
happened." 

When this same person is at work 
in ten or twenty years, I can see a very 
different scenario, where he or she 
judges the advertisement in the con-
text of a group of people who never 
confronted it as students. One co-
worker may say, "I see what this 
guy's saying. I mean, those Jews are 
always...." And another will concur, 
"Yeah, I remember when I was in 
college. This guy wanted to run this 
ad in the student newspaper, but with 
all the PC they couldn't face it even 
if it was true. Like he says in the ad, 
they were the Thought Police." This 
seems surreal, but remember that 
politicians who have espoused posi-
tions not entirely different from Smith 
(Duke and Buchanan) are waging 
effective campaigns at the state and 
national level. 

All of this taken into consideration, 
the practical question remains. It is a 
question independent of any intrinsic 
value in the content of the advertises 
ment It is an issue of how best to deal 
with the ad's practical effects. 

Smith is wrong, but that is not the 
problem He is dangerous precisely 

PHYS 515, 1990, with 14 responses 
out of 14 enrolled; and SPAC 603, 
with seven responses out of 12 en-
rolled. Now, with a score of one being 
"excellent" and five being "very poor," 
Michel rated 2.65, 1.86, and 2.0 re-
spectively on "overall effectiveness." 
This may not seem so bad, until you 
read that in 1989and 1991,66percent 
of all classes at Rice scored better than 
2.0, and in 1990 the figure jumped to 
69 percent Twice, Michel ranked in 
the lower 34 percent of the faculty. 

'I can fail anyone 
in this class that I 

want to fail,' 
replied physics 

professor Michel. 
What's more, he received his 

worst score, in all three classes, in 
the "responsiveness" category. Is this 
the professor we would consider most 
effective in a situation like NSCI? 

On theother hand, Dennis Huston 
teaches HUMA. So does Larry 
Temkin. Carol Quillen. Kit 
Wallingford. SOCI lectures are given 
by Stephen Klineberg and Elizabeth 
Long. And HUMA, which meets in 
small sections three times a week, is 
a much bigger brain drain on the 
humanities department than NCSI. 
The academs give some of their best 
teachers to the Foundation program. 
Natural sciences (whose classes have 
scored on the average a square 2.0 in 

because those who can refute him 
want to ignore him, because they 
believe they are so far above his leveL 
However appropriate this is, it is not 
the best practical position. It bothers 
me that the Jewish centers, who are 
obviously in the right, do not respond 
as strongly as they could. I do my 
best to help by addressing Smith's 
assertions here. 

We should have printed the ad 
exactly to prohibit us from walking 
away from a problem mindlessly by 
invoking a simple phrase with im-
mense power. In this case, the guilty 
phrase is not "free speech" but "anti-
Semitism" It is a serious problem 
when someone makes ludicrous and 
misleading statements about a part 
of our history. 

There are two ways of reacting. 
We can arrogantly condescend. I do 
not suggest that condescension is 
inappropriate, but that another op-
tion is more useful: we can fight Smith 
head on. This issue is not a principled 
one, but a practical one. Smith ex-
plains in his ad, "The influence of 
Holocaust Revisionism is growing 
steadily." In response, we should get 
his wickedly calculated falsehoods 
out in the open and kill them 

Let me be clear. This man has no 
"right" to express himself in our 
community, no "right" to perpetrate 
falsehoods. We have no "obligation" 
to print his ad It is not a "free speech" 
issue, per se. 

We value free speech because we 
find it extremely useful in combatting 
ignorance and bad ideas just like 
these. We have a "responsibility" to 
print these claims, and—because we 
know they are misleading at best— 
to refute them. Otherwise, Smith will 
find other places to express himself. 
There are other ways for him to dis-
tribute his advertisement Unfortu-
nately, in those contexts his claims 
will not be questioned as they are 
here. In fact, they may be blindly 
accepted. Then, we'll be in real 
trouble. 

effectiveness during the past three 
years) gives at best a mediocre one. 

There is absolutely no excuse for 
this. None. Rice can be nothing but 
ashamed at the state of the natural 
sciences course. If it has improved, 
as they say it has, since its inception, 
I would hate to have seen it at the 
beginning. As it is now, I think wist-
fully of the classes I could be taking. 

I reiterate, I went into the class 
with a good attitude, even though I 
will probably never have to differen-
tiate an equation in later life. I might, 
though, want to talk to a scientist I 
mightwantto know something about, 
say, fractals. Or what A Brief History 
o/TTmehasto say. Or Chaos, or Godel, 
Escher Bach. Or about the Human 
Genome project Or the AIDS virus. 
These things are interesting and sig-
nificant in the world I live in. I want to 
know about these things—the 
hypersphere, pesticides and 
Copernicus. I don't want to know 
about the spring constant of a har-
monic oscillator. 

So let me end with offering an 
alternative to N SCI, which would ren-
der us unprepareds science-literate 
in a useful, responsible way. How 
about a small class, focused on con-
cepts and theories, with Hawking and 
Sdentific American on the reading 
list and a professor who could supply 
background as it was needed? This 
might sound flimsy to some.butthose 
who wished could still avoid NSCI by 
taking a combination of calculus, 
chemistry and physics classes. 

Shaila K. Dewan, features editor, is a 
junior at Baker College. 

1 
Is a banana art? 
Is a banana-in-a-vagina a r t ? ! 

Is the "Mona Lisa" art? 
Is P i c a s s o an ar t i s t? | 
Is Jesse Helms an artist? 

Is a toilet art? 
I 

Is a t o i l e t - u p s i d e - d o w n a r t ? 

Is a tractor a r t? 
Is the World Trade Center art? 1 

Houston's Coolest Daiquiri Bar 

TUESDAY 

25C Bottled Beer and 
Mixed Drinks 

THURSDAY 

50tf Bottled Beer and 
Mixed Drinks 

5775 Richmond 
(At Chimney Rock) 

784-1709 

$5 Cover on Tuesdays 
and Ihursdays 
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&ANPIDATE PUKE IS STEAMED. ONCE- AGAIN, 
THE MEPIA PLAYEP 
RIGHT INTO YOUR HAN PS' 
DESPITE THE BEST EFFORTS 

OF YOUR 
CRITICS... 

V / 
'ft 

LOOK, CUZ, IT 60T 
YOU INK, PIPN'T H 
IT MOVEP ON THE 
UIIRES, GOT YOUR 
NAME OUT THERE 

AGAIN' 

YOU'VE GROWN 
IN STATURE' KEALLY: 

/ YOU NOTICE 
A PIFFER-
ENCE 

Vt LMt— \ 

YOU SEE HOW THE Y 
TWISTED MY WORDS 
ABOUT THE KtAN? 1 
TOLP YOU THAT INTER 
VIEW WAS A BAP IDEA! 

WHAT I PON 
UNDERSTAND 15 

WHY I KEEP GET 
TING REAMED BY 
THE ME PI A, WHILE 
H^T BUCHANAN 
WHO'S JUST AS CON 
SERVATIVE, GETS 
A FREE RIPE 

WHAT? BUCHANAN 
SAIP THAT? WHY I TELL 
THAT'S...THAT'S... I ME 
OUTRAGEOUS.' I ABOUT 

IT. 

I SAY CALL 
HIM ON IT. 

LET HIM FINP 
HIS OWN BOY 
HOODHEROES. 

HtTLBR'S 
MY FRAN-
WISE, 
DAMMIT! 

YOU RE 
PJGHT, 
PAVEY 
ROY, IT 
ST/NKS 

LISTEN TO SOME OF WHAI 
HE'S GOTTEN AIM AY Wi TH, 
HE CALLEP HITLER "AN 
INPIVIPUAL OF GREAT (HUT 
AGE... EXJRAORPlNARy 

GIFTS: 

BUCHANANS EVEN MOVING IN 
ON YOUR IMMIGRATION ISSUE! 
HE'S NOW ADVOCATING THE 
BUCHANAN FENCE',' A 1500 
MILE TRENCH TO KEEP OUT 

THE WETBACKS' 

OH, RIGHT! ANP WHO 6 
SUPPOSED TO PAY FOR 
IT? ANP WHO'S GOING 
TO MAN ITWILL THEY 
SHOOT 10 KJLL? WILL 
THERE BE DOGS2 AND 
WHO'S GOING TO BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR RE 
TRTEV/NG THE BODIES2 

YOU KE KIOHT, CUZ 
"T'S BUCHANAN WE'VE 
GOT ID KEEP AN EYE 
ON, NOT THAT GOOF * 
BALL >'N THE ROSE 

GARDEN' 

THAT'S WHAT 
I'VE BEEN SAYING. 
A SLICK PR0P05 
AL, BUT WHERE'S 

THEB5BF? 

EXACTLY' 
WEAK ON 
SPECIFICS HE 

HASN7 
SAIP 

MR. BUCHANAN, 
HOW PO YOU EX-
PLAIN YOUR 17 
YEARS IN THE 

/ MEDIA ? 

HOW 
WE 

GOING 
TO DO 
THAT? 

THE SAME WAY 
THEY'VE BEEN 

NAILING ME " 
NNUENPO ABOUT 

THE PAST' 

THINK ABOUT IT, MAN 
WHAT'S THE ONLY THING 
(WORSE THAN HAVING BEEN 
A LONG-TIME MEMBER OR 

THE KU KLUX KlAN? 

YOUTHFUL 
INPISCRE-

TION. 
THERE-S NO WAT AP.CX.iNP 

lit 'VE GOT 10 TAK 
HE Of f-ENSIVI AGAIN5 

HI : HAN AN 

[?fll BUCHANAN, UNDER: FIRE 

MR BUCHANAN, HOW PO YOU 
PESPONP TO CHARGES FROM 
PAVIP PUKE- THAT YOU'RE A 

FORMER MEMBER. 

THAT'S A VICIOUS SMEAR 
ANP IT COMES FROM A LIT-
TLE GUTTERSNIPE SO TWO-

FACEP HE HAP TO HIDE 
ONE OF THEM UN PER 

A SHEET ANP HAVE 

UM...IS 
THAT A 
DENIAL ? 

HEY, GUY, IE 
1 HAP BEEN 
A MEMBER 
OF THE MEDIA, 
WOULD I TELE 

YOU? 

BUT 
THERE'S... 
THERE'S 

VIPEOTAPE' 

J 

OKAY, SOI 
EXPERIMENTED 
WITH CABLE. 
I PIPN'T 
LIKE IT. 

2-7 <— 

THE FACT IS, THIS IS OLD 
NEWS! IT'S BEEN CHECKED 
OUT A MILLION TIMES 
WITH MY FORMER 

"COLLEAGUES"' 

OR ALE THE PEOPLE 1 Ml 
ALLEGED JOHAVEWORKEP 
WITH—MY SYNDICATE 
EDITOR, MY PRODUCER 
AT CNN, MY PARTNER. 
ON1 'CROSSFIRB NOT 
ONE OF THEM HAS EVER 
ACCUSED ME OF BEING A 
PROFESSIONAL 
JOURNALIST! 

LEI ME GET 
THIS STRAIGHT, 
MR. BUCHANAN 
YOU'RE SAYING 
YOU ONLY EXPERI-
MENTED WITH 
JOURNALISM? 

YES. I 
TRJEPTT 
A FEW 
TIMES, 
BUT I 

PIPN'T 
LIKE IT. 

PON T dEUEVE 
ME* HOLLOW 
MEAROUNP' 
TRY TO CATCH 
ME PUTTING 
SOMETHING 

TO BED! 

ITS TRUE -
THAT PART 
CHECKS 
OUT. 

Rice Forum 
The second "public" brought new faces to the coffee-

house. (See the news article on page 9.) The topic of the 
week was "Drug War.. .or Legalization?" Almost everyone 
agreed that drugs should be legalized, so the discussion 
tended to focus on more specific related issues. In a new 
tradition, tidbits of the conversation follow, loosely tran-
scribed: 
• Keep drugs illegal, but don't enforce the laws. This avoids 
the kind oflegi tarnation of drug use that might accompany 
legalization. 
- That doesn't helpt the problem of the mass slaughter to 
defend market share. You can't afford to have laws laughed 
at—like in Mexico. 
• Maybe decriminalize some drugs, by attaching small 
penalties to marijuana use as in some states. In Alaska, for 
example, you can grow, possess, and use your own mari-
juana, but sales are illegal. 
• Drug tests are misleading. Cocaine lasts only 48 hours 
whereas marijuana remains for up to 40 days in urine. 
Which drug is more serious, anyway? But beyond this 
logistical problem, drug testing is an invasion of privacy. 
Whose business is it what I smoked 40 days ago? 
• I'd like to see more of a societal war on drugs—like the 
current campaigns against drunk driving—in place of the 
current federal war. With legalization, we could encourage 
responsible use. The federal "War on Drugs" causes a lot 
more trouble than it's worth 
- I'm skeptical of legalization, but I still question the wisdom 
of going into South American and Central American 
countries with our military to fight drugs. 

tion would help reduce use. People would be less auzaaon wouia neip reauce use. reople 
I to seek help if they weren't afiaid of being put in jail. 

We've seen successful strides against smoking and drunk 
driving. I don't think addicts would rise substantially, 
either: if you want the drug today, it's there. 
•When people buy drugs on the street, they never know 
what they're retting. That's the health danger. 
-1 don't think marijuana is any less safe than a number of 
other things you put in your body all day every day. 
- And tonsoflegal things are bad foryou, like living in a city. 
• Legalization wouldn't eliminate the "Crips" and the 
"Bloods," but it would put a serious dent in i t We're 
destroying a whole generation in the inner city with crime. 
If a kid goes to a shitty school, what are the chances he'll see 
the Mercedes and the sneakers and the women and turn 
them down for a bad education? If he will be able to get any 
job at all, it will probably be dead end. 
• I see two main reasons for decriminalization. We, upper-
middle class whites, have a right to do it if we want to. It's 
a question of liberties. Also, poor inner-city dwellers have 
a right not to suffer drug-related crime problems which 
devestate their neighborhood. These things the middle-
class can avoid, at least for now, but we owe it to these 
people to help out. 
- We have a "War on Drugs" because it is easier to convince 
society to spend tax dollars "protecting" themselves— 
putting people in prison—than helping others achieve 
better lives, through better jobs and housing. 
- No matter how much we spend on prisons, we won't have 
enough. There are a bunch of people who shouldn't be in 
prison (drug addicts) when murderers, rapists, serious crimi-
nals, are getting out sooner than they should. 
• It is a historical accident that alcohol is legal and mari-
juana is not. Alcohol is more dangerous. 
- Hemp can be extremely useful. It is ironic that in this 
environmentally conscious age that we are ignoring a plant 
that could help us'a great deal. Many of our clothes mad in 
other countries are made with hemp. 
- People are doing research in Jamaica now on night 
fishermen, to determine if marijuana increases night vision. 
Maybe they just eat a bunch of carrots down there. 
- It is misleading to continue to mix marijuana in with other 
more addictive and destructive drugs. I don't fear anything 
about the legalization of marijuana. I am hesitant about 
legalization because of unleasing corporate marketers. 
• I see a nightmare scenario after legalization, where 
advertisements will be everywhere and people like me will 
experiment because drugs are legal. 
• Marketing exists for only one reason—to increase de-
mand. We shouldn't allow advertising. I don't look on this 
as censorship since we've already reached the peak on the 
ban by making it illegal. 
- And the point about experimentation is a good one: 40 
million American drug users can't be all wrong. And 
legalization will remove the threat which young science 
students, for example, face today. That is: get caught once 
and you lose all of your federal funding, ana you may never 
be able to do science again. This might be a deterrent for 
some, but most people don't have so much at stake in the 
system. 
• Yeah, 1 can see practical advantages to legalization—stop 
wasting money on enforcement But, I don t think it would 
do anything but make the addiction problem at least 
slightly worse. Maybe 1 have just been brainwashed by my 
elementary school to overestimate the evils of drugs. 
• We just don't actually know the faces about these drugs, 
since they are illegal and we can't study them. We don't 
know how dangerous they really are, which is terribly since 
some of them are very safe and some of them are very 
dangerous. 
• This is part of why we see the kind of dishonest education, 
even brainwashing, in our schools. It is really damaging. It's 
like teaching creation theory, although there can be no 
alternative viewpoints. We oversimplify by strictly propa-
gandizing and refusing to discuss all aspects. 
• We need a kindler, gentler drug campaign: "Just Say No 
Thank You," or "Just Say Sometimes." 
• The moral thing is that you use drugs responsibly. You 
wait until you are not accountable to someone else. 
• The "War on Drugs" is a solid impetus for innovation in 
the designer drug market. These drugs can be legal for brief 
periods of time and sold over the counter at places like 
Numbers to kids who can't even by alcohol legally. 

We did not address extensively the entire question of 
whether it is actually desirable to have a drug that has no 
bad consequences, that only makes people happy—like 
soma. Once that drug exists, it was pointed out, no decision 
can be made. Everyone will have access to it and most will 
use it We concentrated on the practical and moral aspects 
of societally restricting current drugs. What about indi-
vidual choice? What about our own decisions to use drugs 
or not to use drugs? These are questions that we may be able 
to address in the future. Next week, however, we wonder: 
What is "art"? 
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Honor Council may move office 
by Jill Salomon 

The Honor Council will decide 
next week whether to give its Rice 
Memorial Center office to the ex-
panding Counseling Center currently 
located in Lovett Hall The move will 
give Danielle McWilliams, Residence 
Life Counselor, a permanent office. 

"The Counseling Center needs 
more room and [McWilliams] could 
serve more students if she were lo-
cated in the RMC," Associate Dean 
of Student Affairs Robert Sanborn 
said. 

Currently, even though 
McWilliams is a full time employee, 
she can only use her office in Lovett 
Hall for part of the time each day due 
to fact that the Counseling Center 
has hired several new counselors 
over the past semester. 

"The Counseling Center has made 
many strides to improve the center, 
but as a result, I have to work half-
time in my office and find a place to 
work the other half-time somewhere 
else," McWilliams said. 

Both McWilliams and Sanborn, 
however, are quick to point out that 
no one is going to take away the 

Honor Council's space unless the 
Council agrees. 

"It's up to the Honor Council. 
We're not forcing them," Sanborn 
said. 

If the Honor Council were to move, 
their new office would be located in a 
larger room in the Chemistry build-

"If someone sees a 

person going into the 

Chemistry building at 

odd hours, it will be 

pretty obvious where 

they're going." 

—Wendy Burk 
ing. According to Wendy Burk, 
Honor Council chair, the Council is 
still considering whether or not to 
move. 

"Having more space is certainly a 
plus, but being in the RMC is much 
more central to students," Burk said. 

Another concern of the Council is 
the greater access they would have 
to their office if it were located in the 
Chemistry building. 

"In tenns of access, the Chemis-
try building would be better. As it is 
now, when the RMC is officially 
closed, we cant get into our office. 
The Chemistry building has 24-hour 
access," Burk said. 

Burk also worried that the 
Chemistry building would under-
mine confidentiality for students go-
ing to triaL 

"If someone is coming up to the 
Honor Council office and someone 
sees them, that person could just as 
easily be going to Career Services. If 
someone sees a person going into 
the Chemistry building at odd hours, 
it will be pretty obvious where they're 
going," Burk said. 

Burk also pointed out that it would 
be possible to hold trials in the new 
office. The Council's present office is 
too small to hold trials in, and the 
council has to search for a room to 
hold each triaL 

"They're also telling us that space 
is very tight in the RMC. Eventually 
well probably have to move anyway," 
Burk said. 

SA Business 
The Student Association Senate met Monday evening, February 3, 
1992, in the Baker College Outer Commons. The following items 
were discussed: 

Book Co-op Checks should be going out this week. The checks will 
not list the books which sold; if you would like to know this informa-
tion, please check in the Student Organizations Office 

A Referendum from U-Blue requesting a blanket tax increase from 
$1.00 per student peryear to $2.00 per student per year was approved. 
The referendum will appear on the ballot of the General Election on 
Feb. 18. 

University Standing Committee Applications are now available 
on the door of the Student Organizations Office. Petitions will be due 
by 3 p.m. on Feb. 18. 

Proposed Constitutional Changes were discussed and will be put 
into a finalized form to be presented to the Senate on Monday night 

A Newcomer's Guide Meeting will be Monday night at 6 p.m. at 
Marco's. 

The Curriculum Committee is recommending that Managerial 
Studies be turned into a second major as well as revising the required 
course list 

The Entrepreneur's Club had revisions in its constitution approved. 

The next meeeting will be Monday night, Feb. 10, at Brown College. 

—compiled by Jonathan Briggs 

Joint Ventures offers off-campus internships for liberal arts majors 
by Sam Cole 

Career Services' Joint Venture 
Program has placed about 70 stu-
dents in internships around Houston 
this spring. Currently a total of 95 
employers offer internships through 
the program, which celebrates its 

tenth anniversary this year. 
"We have people working in ev-

erything from accounting positions 
to advertising to some of the muse-
ums. We have people working in non-
profit agencies, environmental agen-
cies, in a hotel, oil companies, TV 
stations, everything. We have a re-
ally broad range, a lot of international 

work, law firms, somebody working 
at the GOP convention," said Cheryl 
Matherly, director of the program 
and assistant director of the Career 
Services Office. 

In conjunction with their intern-
ships, students may also sign up for a 
3 credit-hour class entitled HUMA 
301—Introduction to Business. "It's 

Liz Henshaw, quality program manager for IBM, speaks to students enrolled in HUMA 301—Introduction to Business. 

a broad overview of basic business 
and business terminology for all lib-
eral arts majors. No matter what job 
you go into, it's the kind of stuff you 
have to know in order to be taken 
seriously in the work market," said 
Matherly. 

Jobs through Joint Venture are 
not designed to be standard part-
time jobs. The internships are con-
structed so that each intern has a 
project to complete. Additionally, 
every intern has a mentor at his or 
her place of work The mentor meets 
weekly with the intern and discusses 
aspects of the field, the business, or 
the intern's career path. Students put 
in 10-15 hours of work per week at 
their internships. 

This class meets once a week for 
two hours. The first hour of class is 
devoted to exploring different career 
areas. Speakers from diverse fields 
come in and talk about different ca-
reers. " It's really informative because 
we have a lot of different 
speakers... and that may change your 
mind about the field [you want a 
career in]," said Eric Hahn, who is 
working for Goswick & Associates. 

"We use Business Week as a text in 
the class, and we talk about current 
business issues out of there," said 
Matherly. "For example, this week 
the cover story was on what Ameri-
can business can learn from the Japa-
nese, so we're talking about basic 
terminology related to the Japanese 
work market" 

Students can also use a job 
through the Joint Venture program 
as the work/study portion of their 
financial aid package. According to 
Matherly, some of the non-profit 
companies "have worked out a deal 
with the Financial Aid Office where 
they will take people for work/study 
positions. [For] people who are work/ 
study qualified and are trying to find 
a different way to be able to meet that 
need, there's a lot [of jobs] in the non-
profit area where [the companies] 
will use that as an option." 

Matherly encouraged students to 
enroll in the program. T h e number 
one thing that people get out of it ..is 
professional experience in a particu-
lar area. The second thing that a lot of 
people get is that they become more 
focused on career areas they think 
they might like or dislike.That comes 
through working in their internship, 
talking with their professionals and 
also it comes through hearing speak-
ers in class. The third thing that they 
get is that they begin to develop con-
tacts in the business community, 
which is really important," she said. 

"A lot of these internship sites will 
end up hiring people permanently 
after graduation. Those that don't, 
students can use them as a point of 
contact to find other jobs later on," 
said Matherly. 

People who are thinking of doing 
internships next fall should apply in 
the Career Services Office by the end 
of March. 

Council member Jackson-Lee to speak about Black issues 
by Lawrencina Mason 

Houston City Council member 
Sheila Jackson-Lee will be the key-
note speaker for the Black History 
Banquet on Feb. 15 sponsored by the 
Rice Black Student Union in cel-
ebration of Black History Month. 
Jackson-Lee will discuss issues in-
volving the Black community in a 
speech entitled "Have We Overcome 
& Where Do We Go From Here?" In 
addition, the Black Student Union 
Gospel Choir will sing with Rice 
studentsTrecia Elahee.Trisha Elliott 
and Alan Green. 

The banquet will be the culmina-
tion of a month of student activities in 
recognition of Black History Month. 
"For one month, all Americans focus 
attention of the contributions of a 
group largely excluded from 
History's text," said Shawn Young, 
vice-president of the BSU. "In doing 
so, we learn more about this nation's 
diverse heritage." 

The events began Feb. 3 with a 
reading and booksigning by Rice 
professor Lucie Fultz from her book 
Double Stitch, a collection of poems 
and essays by Maya Angelou, Alice 

Walker,and SoniaSonchez. Nextwas 
the BSU-spon sored "An Evening of 
Song and Poetry" at the Coffeehouse 
on Feb. 5, including performances 
from the Black Student Union Gospel 
Choir, "G" Men, Angelena Baines, 
Wendy McGehee, and Green. A few 
students also read poetry by such 
authors as Maya Angelou and Gil 
Scott Heron. 

"The BSU is trying to do more 
things on campus to make everyone 
more aware of Black History Month, 
and if s important These events are 
not just for Blacks, butfor everyone," 
said Alisha Bell 

BSU will show the documentaries 
"Hands that Picked Cotton" and 
"Race against Prime Tune" on Feb. 13 
at 8 p.m. in the Kyle Morrow Room, 
and hold aforum about Martin Luther 
King and Malcolm X Feb. 20 at the 
same time and place. For information 
on these activities and the banquet, 
contact the Office of Minority Affairs 
at 285-5124 dining the day and 630-
9247 in the evening. Tickets for the 
banquet are $8.00 in advance and 
$10.00 at the door. 

Fultz's book is now in its second 
publication and is on sale at the Rice 
Campus Bookstore. 

m mm 
mm 

m 

Sid freshman Angelena Baines opens Black History Month with a solo performance at the Coffeehouse Feb. 5. 
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Presidency, seven other 
positions uncontested 
by Eric Carmichael 

Eight positions, including Student 
Association President, will be un-
contested in the Feb. 18 general 
election. Three other positions have 
no candidates. In contrast, there were 
26 candidates for a total of ten Honor 
Council positions, and 16 candidates 
for six places on the U niversity Court 

The three positions without can-
didates are Campanile editor, RPC 
External Vice-President, and RSVP 

'I'm very disappointed 

that the presidency is 

not contested.' 

—Miitra Miller, SA 

President 

Treasurer. According to SA Secre-
tary and Elections Chair Patrick 
Good, these positions will be added 
to the March 10 elections, in which 
Sammy the Owl and at-large repre-
sentatives to University Court and 
the Honor Council will be elected. 

The other uncontested positions 
are SA Secretary and Treasurer, RPC 
Internal Vice-President, and RSVP 
Chair, Treasurer, and Internal and 
External Vice Chairs. 

"I'm very disappointed that the 
presidency is not contested," said 
Student Association President Mitra 
M iller. "It's not that I'm not confident 
that John Shields [the lone candi-
date] can do it, but a contested elec-
tion would lend him the validity of 
being a student representative." 

Miller was nevertheless pleased 
by the overall turnout "I'm thrilled 
that the senate vice-president and 
the RPC president are contested," 
she said. "I'm seeing a lot of interest 
among younger people: freshmen 
and sophomores. I think the tide 
might be shifting." Last year there 
were twenty uncontested races. 

Miller said student apathy was 
not the problem. "I don't think that 

people dont care; I think they dont 
have time. They have classes; they 
have other activities. Not everyone 
can get involved in policy," she said. 

Honor Council Chair Wendy Burk 
speculated that last semester's cheat-
ing scandal had contributed to the 
increase in interest in Honor Cour cil 
position. "I would say [the increase 
is] because it [case number six] 
opened people's eyes to the Honor 
System and they're more interested 
in taking a hand in the Honor Code," 
she said 

University Court chair Charles 
Walker was less able to explain the 
unusual turnout for the University 
Court positions. "Times when we have 
had high turnouts, there have been 
high-profile cases," he said. "We re-
ally have not had high-profile cases 
this year like in the past Pbssibly the 
high profile of the Honor Council this 
past year has piqued the interest of 
people in justice in general." 

Campanile Editor Lorie List said 
the lack of candidates for her position 
was not unexpected. "It's a position 
that people usually have to be re-
cruited for," she said. "It's ridiculous 
that it's an elected position. Ifyou can 
find one person to do it, you're really 
lucky." 

RPC- president Stan Hsue said he 
was encouraged by the turnout for 
the RPC positions. "This is a better 
turnout than I'd expected," he said. 
"A lot of people are scared of running 
in a campus-wide election because 
they're afraid of losing. This shows 
that more people got interested in 
RPC this year." Last year none of the 
RPC offices was contested. 

RSVP Chair Kathy Williams said 
it was usual for RSVP positions to be 
uncontested. "Most ofthe time itturns 
out that not too many people run," 
she said. 

"If people are interested in a posi-
tion, they shouldn't be intimidated 
from running. They should let the 
students decide," said Hsue. 

The ballot will be approved by the 
SA Feb. 10. Candidates who have not 
filed a valid petition or do not have the 
experience required for the position 
they are seeking may be declared 
ineligible at that time. 

The Rice Cascade Juggling Club members show off their fire, rubber chicken, and kite juggling skills in front of Fondren. 

Jugglers fire up old club, quad 
by Eric Hahn 

The Rice Cascade Juggling Club 
met for the first time in fifteen years 
Feb. 1, filling the air in front of 
Fondren with color, fire and flashing 
metal 

Only sue people were present but 
Hanszen junior John Lengi, who ar-
ranged the meeting, hopes the club 
will grow. "There are a tot of experi-
enced jugglers on the campus, and 
we'd like them to join us," he said. 
"We also want novice jugglers, 
though, too. We'd like to get a large 

...... | M „ 
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Members of the revived club practice at different levels of ability. 

SUMMER PROGRAMS ABROAD 
1992 

eorgetown 
U N I V E R S I T Y 

Business and E c o n o m i c s 
1 nde rg radua te Program in Internat ional Business and F inance 
O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y , E n g l a n d 

(iraduatc Program in Internat ional M a n a g e m e n t 
( )xford I 'n ivers i ty , E n g l a n d 

Eur ope a n E c o n o m i c C o m m u n i t y 
I niv e r s i t y of A n t w e r p , B e l g i u m 

Internat ional Marke t ing and Business Policy 
I l o n g K o n g 

Japanese M a n a g e m e n t 
Tokyo, J a p a n 

L a n g u a g e and C u l t u r e 
l u nch L a n g u a g e , L i t e ra tu re , C u l t u r e and Business 
I nstitnt de T o u r a i n e , F r a n c e 

Spanish L a n g u a g e , L i t e ra tu re , C u l t u r e and Q u i c h u a 
I n ivers idad C a t o l i c a del E c u a d o r , Q u i t o , E c u a d o r 

( i c r m a n L a n g u a g e , L i t e ra tu re and Business 
I n i v e r s i t y o f Tr ier , G e r m a n y 

I l i t e r a t u r e 
Shakespea re : T e x t and P e r f o r m a n c e 
I c i ccs ter P o l y t e c h n i c , E n g l a n d 

I or further information write, fax, or call: 
Mic Si hoiil for S u m m e r and C o n t i n u i n g Educa t i on 

(u-uiuctnun I niversi ty, 306 I C C 
\ \ .ishiiiL'inn, I ) . ( 2 0 0 5 7 
I \ \ 6S7-K954 P H O N E : (202) 687-5942 or 687-7236 

V I Ml 

\l >1 )KI ss 

u n STATE XII' 

' ///> / / h//\ /v da tfjudl opportunity a {fit matn r a* tion institution in employment and admissions.^ 

PREPARE FOR: 

EDUCATIONAL 
CENTER LTD. 

TEST PREPARATION SPECIALISTS SINCE 1938 

Call Days, Eves & Weekends 

April 1 1 DAT Exam c lasses to 

begin 2 / 1 2 , Wed., 6 p.m. at 

7 5 5 5 Bellaire Blvd., # 2 0 0 

CALL 988-4700 

La Madeleine 
French Bakery 

and Cafe is 
opening its 

twelfth 
location. All 

positions open; 
all shifts 

available, full 
time and part 

time. 

We will hire at least 50 
associates for: 
•serving line 

•cashiers 
• bussers/dishwashers 

•food prep 
•short order cook 

We offer excellent wages and 
benefits (including medical for 
full-time associates).Apply in 
person at La Madeleine Regional 
Office, 2518 Drexel, Ste. 200, 
Mon.-Fri., 9-11 am and 2-4 pm, 
or call 626-0117. EOE M/F 

group together and do some really 
elaborate patterns. Maybe ten jug-
glers in a star pattern, for instance." 

According to Lengi, the club was 
popular for many years, but it "just 
sort of petered out in 1977." 

The six initial members include 
novices and experts. The most profi-
cient member is chemistry graduate 
student Kim Andrews, who has per-
formed professionally. Andrews 
juggles everything from flaming 
torches to rubber chickens to metal 
balls with bells in them. 

"One day the TV broke, so I 
picked up a juggling book," Andrews 
said. "As a scientist, I can appreciate 
juggling on a special level. I enjoy the 
progression of small objects and ac-
tions into larger ones. Each individual 
action contributes and becomes part 
of the whole action." 

The other members had their own 
reasons for picking up the sport 

"It gives me something to do," 
said WRC sophomore Bill Tanner. "I 
started about four years ago. A friend 
introduced me to it, and I taught 
myself." 

_ Most of the members are self 
taught Hanszen junior Josh "P.S." 
Gamse taught himself "for the dan-
ger, the thrills and the women. There 
arent any women in the club yet, so 
now if s just for the danger and the 
thrills." 

The danger isn't imaginary, ei-
ther. Several of the members were 
juggling flaming torches on Satur-
day, many for the first time. Other 

'I do it] for the danger, 

the thrills and the 

women.' 

—Josh Gamse 

than the occasional grass fire, how-
ever, there was little carnage. 

There are some side effects to 
juggling that one might not expect 
"In any store you walk through, there 
are things everywhere that are worth 
juggling," said Wiess freshman AJ. 
Webster. "That's why my mother 
wont go shopping with me any more." 

Another unpleasant side effect is 
the puns. They flew through the air 
right along with the clubs, balls and 
torches. 

"Oh no, I've cut my juggler vein," 
said Hanszen junior Rob Thompson. 
Andrews responded with "You learn 
juggling drop by drop," followed by 
"Can we juggle names? How about 
books? Can we juggle the books?" 

Lengi hopes the club will grow in 
number and popularity. 

"Perhaps if we get enough people 
and we get good enough well do 
open performances," he said. "Km 
will teach us a lot of the tricks so we 
can all get up to performance qual-
ity." For now, though, it's up in the 
air. 

The Rice Cascade Juggling Club 
meets every Saturday at 1 p.m. in 
front of Fondren. For more informa-
tion, contact John Lengi at 630-8249. 
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Black writer berates whites 
by Harlan Howe 

Columnist takes the extreme... 
An article in the Pennsylvania 

State University Collegian urged 
blacks to "unite, organize and ex-
ecute" white people posing a threat 
to them The columnist, Chino Wil-
son, also wrote, "White people are 
irredeemable racists, who have never 
loved or cared about black people." 
Wilson also claimed that whites were 
responsible for the AIDS virus as 
part of a "diabolical plot" against black 
people. 

The article has provoked wide-
spread protest from the community, 
including black members of the 
Pennslyvania State University ad-
ministration. 

Source: Houston Chronicle 

SUNY to replace extremist de-
partment chair 

State University of New York 
President Bernard Harleston has 
initiated a search to replace the chair 

THE HEDGES 
of SUNYs Afro-American Studies 
department Leonard Jeffries. The 
move to replace Jeffries was made in 
response to extreme racist remarks 
in lectures, especially in a publical 
lecture at a blade cultural festival. In 
this lecture, Jeffries claimed, "Russian 
Jewry and their financial partners, 
the Mafia, put together a system for 
the destruction of the black people." 

Jeffries was hired at SUNY in 1971 
and granted tenure immediately, 
even though he had not finished his 
doctoral dissertation at the time. In 
the twenty years since his hiring, 
Jeffries has not published a single 
academic paper. 

S£E HEDGES, PAGE 10 

Forum gathers following 
and sparks debate 
by Jean Kosela 

Despite the steady rain and wind, 
21 people attended the second 
meeting of the Rice Forum to discuss 
"Drug War.. .or Legalization," on Feb 
3 at the Coffeehouse. Attendance was 
almost double that of the first meet-
ing. 

Lovett senior Mark Schoenhals, 
one of the co-founders of the Forum, 
credits the increase in attendance to 
the controversial topic. "Capitalism 
[the first meeting's topic] just isn't as 
exciting as drug wars," he said. 

Those who attended this week's 
Forum were very enthusiastic. "I 
believe that community debate is a 
good idea," said Baker junior Mike 
Booth. He plans to return, adding 
that he "might come back just to 
learn about a topic." Wiess junior 
Dave Harvey, who was present at last 
week's Forum, agreed, stating that 
he, too, will return when time permits. 
He also commented on the difference 
between the second Forum and the 
first "This week, there was a lot more 
agreement," he said. 

Sid Richardson sophomore Mel-
issa Fu, one of four women present, 
was "not bothered" by the fact that 
there were so few women in atten-
dance. She plans to come back soon, 
because "there's a good topic next 
week." Wiess junior Amy Ksir ad-
mitted that "it worries" her that more 
women did not show up, and won-
dered if "they could choose more 
topics of interest to women," to which 
Schoenhals replied that the Forum 
plans to discuss abortion in the near 
future. 

Topics are chosen by Will Rice 
senior David Metzler, who helped 
Schoenhals start the Forum. Metzler 
said he tries to choose topics that are 
relevant to the Rice community. "We 
want issues that are of real interest to 
Rice in particular curriculum, the 
Honor Code, things like that...We'd 

also like to tie into the Presidential 
Lecture series." 

Although some topics will be po-
litical in nature, Metzler doesnt "want 
[the Forum] to be a political group. 
Enough are already present [on 
campus]." Metzler also does not wish 
to discourage the less politically-
oriented from attending. "We want 
people to feel that they can come and 
contribute even if they're not experts 
in the field," he said "All that's re-
quired is some sort of interest in the 
topic. Most people have something 
to say about all of these topics." 

Metzler also wishes to encourage 
faculty and staff to become involved 
in the Forum. Metzler believes that it 
would be beneficial to invite a faculty 
member "who is a sort of expert in 
the field, to be a knowledgeable 
moderator-not a lecturer, by any 
means, but a source of inspiration." 

"[Pjeople at the Coffeehouse are 
really excited about [the Forum]," 
said Metzler. "They thought of this 
as one of the main missions of the 
coffeehouse-to actasaforum," stated 
Metzler. If the Forum continues to 
be successful, Metzlerwill run ituntil 
the end of the semester, when he 
graduates. 

When asked if Monday night at 
the Coffeehouse will ever achieve 
the stature of Thursday night at the 
Pub, Metzler said, "That'd be really 
nice. I hope so. It'll take a while, I 
think," 

Schoenhals was also optimistic. 
"I'm hoping it'll be even bigger than 
[Pub Night]. I have a kind of grand 
vision, really." 

Rice Forum meets Monday nights 
at 10:30 in the Coffeehouse. Topics 
are advertised each week in the 
Thresher and in the Coffeehouse 
calendar. A summary of the week's 
discussion also appears in the 
Thresher. Next week's Forum will 
considerthequestion, "Whatis 'Art'?" 
and the Feb. 17 forum will discuss 
the Foundation Courses. 

1 \ 

s i w l p n v-5>h«>rThugsher'M\r^sjp-r I ' h res f i e r rhr(^-he^ ' lTircsb(^"l]^rcs]H-r I i r e s i u r I h 

s n v r liH'PSlKT i n 1 i !?•'!* i \) • '<:S: i ('•' { n r v s h i T i i r r e s ikT i hn.*sh«N?" i i n 

Police ask for 
assistance 
identifying obscene 
caller 

The Campus Police have obtained 
a recording of an obscene phone call 
in which the caller pretends to be 
conducting a survey for the Baylor 
Medical School They ask that any-
one who has received similar calls to 
listen to the tape to see if they can 
identify the caller's voice. 

Travel scholarship 
accepting 
applications 

Rice students interested in sum-
mer travel are invited to apply for the 
$500 Goliard Travel Scholarship. 
Creativity is the sole criterion for the 
award. Applicants should submit a 
one- to-three page description of their 
travel plans to the Office of Academic 
Advising by 5 p.m. March 13. Final-
ists will be interviewed March 21 
after Beer-Bike. 

University Standing 
Committee 
applications 
available 

Applications for University Stand-
ing Committees are available in the 
Student Organizations Office. A 
complete list of the committees are 
posted on the office door with the 
applications.They aredue in the same 
office by 3 p.m. Feb. 18. 

Twenty-one people came to the Coffeehouse for a meeting of the Rice Forum. 

PARIS DISCOVERIES 
SUMMER PROGRAM 1992 
Intersession: May 25 - June 12 
Summer Session: June 15 - July 24 

• More than 50 regular offerings from the 
University's liberal arts curriculum. 

• A three-week French language immersion 
program, featuring cultural walking tours and 
conversation sessions . 

• A short course on the new Germany 

culminating in a five-day study trip to Berlin. 

• Weekend excursions: Normandy, 
Champagne, Loire Valley chateaux, and 
Giverny. 

A Seminar tours with the University of 
Texas & the University of New 
Hampshire. 

Send for our 1 9 9 2 
Summer Program Brochure: 
The American University of Paris 
Summer Programs/U.S. Office 
80 East 11th Street, Suite 434 
New York, New York 10003 
Tel. (212) 677- 4870 Fax. (212) 475-5205 

THE 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

OF PARIS 

f urtlvtrtiti amrrUain* de Pmrli 

Applications are now being accepted for 

University Standing 
Committees 

'Enthusiastic and Interested students are needed to serve as 

•representatives on the committees Cisted 6e(ozu. 
Committee on Admission (3 reps needed) 
Committee on Affirmative Action (1) 
Committee on Community Affairs (2) 
Committee on Computers (3) 
Education Council (1) 
Committee on Environmental Health and Safety (2) 
Committee on Examinations and Standing (3) 
Committee on the Library (1) 
Committee on Public Lectures (1) 
Committee on Religious Activities (1) 
Rice University Athletics Committee (2) 
R.O.T.C. Committee (1) 
Committee on Student Financial Aid (1) 
Committee on Student Health (1) 
Committee on the Undergraduate Curriculum (3) 
Committee on Undergraduate Teaching (2) 
University Review Board (2) 

This is a great zuay to get involved and participate in the 

decision maf&ig that affects VOW 
Pick up an application in the Student Organizations Office, 

2nd floor. Ley Student Center. 
• Applications are due Tuesday. February 18. 
• Interviews will be held March 2-11, 1992. 

If you have questions aSout these committees, pCease catt the SJ%. office at 527-4079 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
A 1 1 ) S A W A K I N I : S S a n d 

D A T I N C , I I A T I N C i, a n d M A T 1 N C , 

W I - I - K 

F E B R U A R Y ID-14 

MONDAY, February 10: 
• "Jewish Sexual Ethics/ " Sp>onsored by Hillel, Free kosher lunch provided 

Miner lounge, 12:00-1:00, RSVP at 749-2271, if you plan to eat lunch 
• Free Condoms and information 

Sponsored by the Sexual Health Peer Instructors (SHPIs) 
In front of Fondren, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

' ,• "Study Break, Sponsored by the Health Reps 
K" y* Free condom packets and Information on HIV prevention 

In front of Fondren, 10.00 p.m. 
•Valentine Balloons for your friends and loved ones available in the RMC lobby 

throughout the week. Sponsored by Rice Counseling Center. 
Drawing for a cookie bouquet. Sponsored by Health Services. Come into Health Services to 
fill out an entry form throughout the week. Drawing will be held on Friday. 

" Informational movies concerning HIV/AIDS will be shown at various times throughout the 
week at Health Services. 

TUESDAY, February 11: 
• "Inquiring Minds Want to Know" 

Sponsored by the Counseling Center and Residential Life 
Students discuss their feelings about relationships, friendships, sex and love. 
Facilitators: Jeanne Farrar &: Peter Sharoff, Rice Students 
Sexoall 301, 7:30 - 9.00 p.m. 

•"Rodney Gibbs interviews Bart Loeser, AIDS Foundation" Call In Show 
Rice KTRU, 10:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, February 12: 
» "Common Threads, Stories from the Quilt" 

"Common Threads" tells the story of five people who shared a common fate - they had AIDS. 
Kelly I^ounge, Rice Memorial Center, 22:00 - 1:00 

• "As Is" 
Reel Insight Program: Peer Counselors 
Kyle Morrow Room, 7:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY, February 13: 
• "Seminar on AIDS Awareness" 

Brown Bag Lunch, (Faculty and Staff only), Sponsored by Personnel 
Sewall Hall 309, 12.OO -1.00 

•"Can We Talk?," Sponsored by Rice Counseling Center and Residential Life 
Communication and Other Issues in Heterosexual Relationships 
Facilitators: Cassandra Thomas, Houston Area Women's Center 
Tyan Parker, Rice student 
Will Rice PUR, 7:30 

• "Can We Talk?," Sponsored by Rice Counseling Center and Residential Life 
Communication and Other Issues in Homosexual Relationships 
Facilitators: Ken Anctil, Montrose Counseling Center 
Cory West & Steve Sachitano, Rice students 
2nd floor conference room, RMC, near Career Services, 7:30 

• "Just Say Know," play, readings, and song by local artist, Cindy Freedman 
Sponsored by GALOR, the Office of Health Education & 
the AIDS Foundation of 1 louston 

S 
COP f Gf HOI I S[. , 10:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, February 14: HAPPY VALENTINE S DAY 
• "Panels of the AIDS quilt" will be displayed 
Sponsored by the Names Project Houston, Health Education Office & GALOR 
Rice Memorial Center, in front of the Grand Hall, 9:00 - 5:00 p.m. \ •> 

' - > V 

r~& For more information, call the Health Education Office at 285-5194 
or the Rice Counseling Center or Residential Life Coordinator at 527-4867 

SENIORS! 
Orders for Graduation 
Invitations, Caps, and 
"Gowns will be taken 

/ 

Thursday, February 13 th 
and 

Friday, February 14th 

Rice Campus Store 
9:00AM-4:00PM 

Payment in full is required. 
(Make checks payable to 
the Rice Campus Store) 

Quad 
FROM PAGE 1 

nance, must give approval. This 
prevents sprinklers and mowers 
from interfering with an event, 
Crawford explained. 

Approval of requests is contin-
gent on many factors. "[Crawford] 
has a list of things to think about— 
disruption of ongoing events, the 
grounds and potential for damaging 
property, other university regula-
tions and conflicts with other 
events," Burnett said of decisions 

to approve space requests. "She noti-
fies anyone that might be affected in 
anyway." 

When asked which events will be 
allowed to take place in the quad-
rangle, Burnett said,"[Crawford] has 
been discouraged from approving 
TGs and things like that in the quad ,* 
Burnett said. There are classes that 
go on and it is difficult to get assur-
ance that it [the event] wont be dis-
ruptive." 

Burnett added, "We dont want to 
be unreasonable about it—there are 
certainly occassions that using the 
quad is appropriate." 

Party 
FROM PAGE 1 

sought "If there's any doubt we send 
it to the University Court for investi-
gation." 

On the issue of individuals who 
acquire alcohol despite the college's 
security measures, Burnett said "I 
don't think if s fair to make the col-
lege responsible for every person who 
wanders into their party." 

She said that if an individual vio-
lation is witnessed at a party where 
the college socials follow the rules, 
the individual would be prosecuted 
through the University Court 

The University is required by 
Federal law to conduct annual re-
views of the effectiveness of its drug 
and alcohol policies. Burnett said "If 
we had to review it right now, we 
would conclude that it is not working 
as well as it should." 

Burnett stressed that the admin-
istration is under pressure because 
of liability. "We want to give students 
as much freedom as possible, yet at 

the same time we can't lose all our 
endowment to lawsuits." 

The monetary loss at this and other 
parties brings future events into 
question. "We spend a lot of money 
that the college doesnt budget to 
lose," said Huettner. "It might become 
unfeasible to hold large college par-
ties." 

Hedges 
FROM PAGE 9 

Jeffries, explaining his lack of 
publication, said, "I'm making his-
tory, so I dont have time to write it" 

In response to Jeffries' repeated 
racist statements, many donors to 
SUNY have withdrawn support for 
the university. Forty people donat-
ing $10,000 or more in the past have 
written to the university that they will 
not be giving money in the future. 

Harleston said he will find Jeffries' 
replacement by June. 

Sources: New York Times, 
Chronicle of Higher Education, Di-
versity. 

Erratum 
Parking proposal outlines long-term changes to campus in the Jan. 24 
issue implied students are not allowed to park in staff lots after work 
hours in "Several students... suggested allowing commuter student to 
park in staff spots after the staff has gone home. Binford opposed the 
idea" According to the Traffic and Parking Regulations booklet, 
section V- parking regulations states: Staff lots are reserved from 7:45 
a.m.—5 p.m. Monday—Friday, with the exception of lot—N which is 
reserved 24 hours per day. 

Campus Crime Statistics 
Covering period from: Jan. 13- Jan. 19,1992 

Date Time Location Description 
1/13 1000-0700 Geology Burglary of Coin Operated Machine. The 

complainant reported suspect(s) stole 
$150.00 from a vending machine. The com-
plainant advised that the machine may not 
have been properly locked at the time of the 
incident There was no sign of forced entry. 

1/13 1100-1930 Brown 

1/14 

Attempted Theft-Auto. Complainant reported 
suspect(s) attempted to steal her 1986 Cut-
lass. The suspect(s) damaged the steering 
column. No sign of forced entry was found. 
The complainant has an alarm system. No 
witnesses. No suspects. 

1200-1230 Will Rice Theft The complainant reported suspect(s) 
stole his backpack. The property was unat-
tended at the time of the theft No witnesses. 
No suspects. 

1/14 1200-1250 Baker 

1/15 2130-2135 Sewall 

1/16 1200-1245 Brown 

1/16 1230-1330 Sewall 

1/17 0325 Wiess 

1/18 1900-2359 Brown 

Theft.The complainant reported that 
suspect(s) stole her purse and its contents. 
The purse was unattended at the time of the 
theft No witnesses. No suspects. 

Theft The complainant reported suspect (s) 
stole his leather jacket The property was 
unattended at the time of the theft No wit-
nesses. No suspects. 

Theft The complainant reported suspect(s) 
stole his backpack. The property was unat-
tended at the time of the theft No witnesses. 
No suspects. ^ 

/ 

Theft The complainant reported that 
suspect(s) had entered her unlocked office 
and stolen a backpack. The property was 
unattended at the time of the theft No wit-
nesses. No suspects. 

Criminal Mischief. The complainantreported 
that suspect(s) had broken a window. No 
witnesses. No suspects. 

Burglary. The complainant reported 
suspect(s) stole his Visa card. The complain-
ant advises the door was locked at the time of 
the incident No sign of forced entry. No 
witnesses. No suspects. 
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With a solid education behind you and a world of opportunities ahead, it's time to 
ask yourself some important questions: How far will your talent and determination take 
you? Who can offer you the most rewarding career? 

. We know you'll find some stimulating answers at Texacd. Like you, we strive for the 
highest level of performance in everything we do. 

When your energy and ours combine, you can look forward to a rewarding career, 
opportunities for personal growth and the deep satisfaction that comes from knowing you 
can make a difference. 

It's time to let your energy take you where you want to go. If you're interested in 
mechanical, chemical or petroleum engineering, the environmental sciences, information 
technology, marketing, finance or accounting, we can help. Please contact: Manager, Pro-
fessional Employment, Human Resources Department, Texaco Inc., RO. Box 1404, 
Houston, TX 77251. An equal opportunity employer 

QQO 
36 USC 380 

OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF THE 1992 U.S. OLYMPIC TEAM 

c 1992 Texaco Inc. THE ENERGY TO GO FURTHER™ 
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Yhe American Gladiators are catching 
up with the Teenage Mutant NinjaTurtles 
in kiddie pop culture, but they are also 
grabbing an adult following that extends 
far beyond the pro wrestling and tractor 
pull crowd. At Rice, the show is bigger 
than Twin Peaks" ever was. like people 
who sneak back to the dorm at midday to 
watch their favorite soap, students are 
showing signs of addiction to this all-
American, red white and blue, real live 
superhero phenomenon. 

A B-movie cross between The 
Running Man and Mad Max: Beyond 
Thunderdome, the show pits male 
and female Gladiators, with unisex 
names like"Nitro," "Zap" and "Blaze," 
against more plebeian challengers 
in apumped-up fitness^razed game 
show. Not only do the gladiators 
physically wrestle with the contes-
tants, they wield a variety of weapons 
to challenge the competitor's agility 
and strength. 

Clad in sleek, sparkling costumes, 
the Gladiators sport muscles the 
equal of anything Stan Lee ever drew 
for Marvel Comics. 

The show is slowly taking on 
cultlike proportions. Several Rice 
students actually admit to being card-
carrying members of the fan club. (A 
$3 membership includes a "person-
alized membership card," an 
autographed team photo, a logo 
magnet, American Gladiators news-
letter, and a merchandise brochure 
to facilitate purchasing t-shirts, hats, 
posters, and other Gladiator para-
phernalia.) 

And when tickets for the Ameri-
can Gladiators tour stop in Houston 
went on sale, students knew where 
to turn: college cultural coordina-
tors. Lovett, Will Rice and Sid 
Richardson Colleges subsidized 
tickets to the program. Other stu-
dents, like Wiess freshman Marc 
Hirsh, put up posters and organized 
group discounts. 

Not only did over 200 Rice stu-
dents attend the show—but former 
Rice track star Cherrise Traylor, 
Brown College "91, won the women's 
competition. 

"American Gladiators is Ameri-
can culture," Dana Yip, Lovett cul-
tural coordinator said. "We're trying 
not to define culture as the opera or 
symphony. The Gladiators is the 
common man's culture, like hot 
dogs." 

"It was strictly by demand," Sid 
cultural coordinator Sarah Wilson 
said. "Everyone was, 'American 
Gladiators, buy us tickets,' so we 
did." 

Will you admit you watch the 
Gladiators? 

"They say, 'Oh I love American 
Gladiators,' mockingly, but I am a 
true fan, as embarrassing as it is. But 
I am," Brown junior Helen Kim said. 
Kim began watching the television 
program at the beginning of fall se-
mester. 

"All real men are 
attracted to 
women who are 
built like that." 

"These are the super heroes in 
comic books—if s the same reasons 
for the colorful costumes, the big 
red, white and blue," Lovett fresh man 
Garrett Gottway saiaTJ "American 
Gladiators is a cross between a sport 
and game show." 

"It's a cult—like the Rocky Horror 
Picture Show. People mil go, but they 
don't takeit that seriously,"Sid senior 
James "Bud" Weisser said. "I don't 
know if it will last, but they're mak-
ing money while they can." 

"I watch the American Gladiators 
pretty religiously every Saturday. 
Usually there's a group of eight 
people. We don't even watch "Satur-
day Night Live" anymore—we just 
go straight to the Gladiators," Brown 
senior Rich Legrange said. "A group 

ofus even went 
to our college 
night dressed 
up as Gladia-
tors." 

Legrange 
received a Ni-
tro action fig-
ure for Christ-
mas. 

"It was one 
of the best gifts 
all Christ-
mas—not that 
I received bad 
gifts, but I re-
ally do like the 
Nitro dolL He 
has movable 

arms and waist...He comes with a 
helmet and guidewire 90 he can swing 
down from tables and things." The 
figure also came with a trading card, 
which Legrange carries in his wallet 

American gladiator action figures 
are available at World Toys in the 
Village for $5.98 each. "WeVe had 
them for about two weeks," one of the 
managers said. "People kept asking 
us for them, so we ordered them. All 
ages buy them, grown-ups, every-
body." 

"We want 
Gemini to come 
to our matricu-
lation next year. 
We could hear 
him yell without 
a microphone." 
WRC freshman Joe Loftin is a 

member of the fan club. "[The com-
pany] sent me several things, includ-
ing a brochure so I could order more 
gladiator things." Loftin bought a t-
shirt at the tour and has plans to 
purchase a sweatshirt "so I can wear 
them year round." 

"There's nothing that extensive 
yet," Spanish department graduate 
student Rob Borders said of the chib. 
"Maybe it will be like American Ex-
press and membership will have its 
privileges before too much longer." 

Gladiators are sexy...sort-of 
And .the glads have their own 

brand of sex appeal—at least for some. 
"Diamond is hot and so is Jazz," 

said Will Rice president Doug Farry. 
"Ice used to be my favorite, but she 
looked chunky in person....All real 
men are attracted to women who are 
built like that" 

"I'd still put my money with Ice," 
WRC senior Tun League said. "She's 
much bigger than I am but that*s part 
of the fantasy. There's something to 
be said for being overpowered. It's 
part of the fantasy, but all in a tongue-
in-cheek sort of way." 

"If s every man's fantasy to exert 
himself physically like thegladiators. 
It brings out the competitive spirit 
Every guy wants 50 pounds more 
muscle," Hanszen junior Steve Tran 
said. Although Tran could not attend 
the live tour, he watches the show "as 
much as I can." 

"Gemini is cute because he has a 
receding hairline but still pumps a lot 
of iron," said Sid sophomore Heidi 
Huettner. "But I think the females all 
have breast implants." 

"A lot of guys found that when the 
women's arms are bigger than their 
own legs, they dont hist after them 
anymore," Weisser said. "But I 
thought Diamond was pretty hot As 
the female gladiators go, she's it She's 
a big girl and she's stacked." 

Legrange also found Diamond at-
tractive. "I guess I have kind of a 
crush on her. She's the most femi-
nine of the gladiators." 

"Ifs not a role men are accus-
tomed to, with women built like that" 
Hanszen junior Frank Kang said 

Which Gladiator rules? 
There ft as much argument over 

which Gladiator is the champ as there 
is rivalry between the contestants. 

"Nitro is a son of a bitch. He and 
Gemini are very mean on the playing 
field—not malicious, just have a 

prevalent competitive edge," Borders 
said. "For my favorite, ifs a tie be-
tween Ice and Zap. Zap is so kick-ass. 
One contestant was trying to beat up 
on her, and Zap beat the shit out of 
her—it was wonderful." 

"I am impressed that Zap just had 
a baby," Huettner said. "Kit I don't 
know how nurturing a Gladiator's 
environment would be for an infant" 

Rice students rivaled each other 
in the stands. "[The group I was in] 
did the Team Wiess cheer before the 
competition began—and there was a 
'sucks' from the other side of the 
Summit," Wiess president P.J. 
Abrams said. "Later we kept yelling, 
'Let's go Rice!' We want Gemini to 
come to our matriculation next year. 
We could hear him yell without a 
microphone. If we could all do that, 
no one could get in a 'sucks.' Or at 
least we couldnt hear it" 

"I could hear people jingling their 
keys whenever they didn t agree with 
the referee," Hanszen junior Jackie 
Chu said. "Between that and the 
cheers, you knew a bunch of Rice 
students were there." 

"I was surprised when I heard the 
'Let's go Rice' cheers. I'd assumed 
we'd be the only Rice people there— 
I'd assume no one else was crazy 
enough to go, that it wouldn't appeal 
to anyone else," Legrange said. 

Many students are embarrassed 
to admit their attraction. Some didn't 
want to be interviewed. "Are you kid-
ding? I dont want my name associ-
ated with that" 

Wanning up for the competition 
The publicity director holds a 

walkie-talkie in one hand and a ciga-
rette in the other. She barks at her 
assistant, "Dont worry about the re-
porter. Just do your job." We walk 
down a corridor lined with posters 
ranging from The Muppets on Ice to 
AC-DC until we reach the Rockets 
Players' lounge. The eight contes-
tants and four alternates stand around 
in bicycling shorts and tank tops and 
listen intently as a scrawny referee 
with a ponytail and earring explains 
the rules one more time. 

Thirty minutes before the compe-
tition begins, the competitors are all 
surprised to hear they will not re-
ceive a walk-through of the events 
before the competition. 

"In any other city, you would. Ifs 
the promoter's fault," the referee 
explains. "I'll be alongside you, 
coaching you along through each 
event, but you wont be listening to 
me, youU be in such a panic." 

"We were all upset," Traylor said. 
"We didn't know what the course 
would be like or how the weapons 
worked and had been told we'd get to 
see the events close up. And I was the 
first one to go in each event" 

Traylor competed against 1,600 
people for a challenger's spot To 
break through the first round, she 
had to do 30 push-ups in a minute, 
eight pull-ups in 30 seconds and run 
the 40-yard dash in under 5.5 seconds. 

The referee says, "111 call each of 
your names and say a brief bio about 
you. Go nuts with each other—give 
high fives, shakehands,getthecrowd 
involved." 

The referee explains how to use 
each weapon for the first event, the 
Assault, in which contestants try to 
shoot the target from five different 
stations, each with an air-powered 
projector. "Do not touch the yellow 
lever," the referee repeats. "It will 
release the air pressure and your 
rocket will go Vhoop' onto the floor 
instead of through the air." Mean-
while the gladiators shoot tennis balls 
at the contestants—at 100 mph. 

"Don't worry," the referee said. 
"They're still new at this and are 
clumsy at aiming. They dont get to 
practice. Just stay low, do the army 
crawl, and don't play peek-a-boo or 
the gladiators will know where to 
aim and wait for you." 

The Wall, a 35-foot section of plexi-
glass with periodic handholds, is the 
second event "YouU have 15 sec-
onds to climb before the Gladiators 
will start after you and try to pull you 
down—I can cheat [and delay their 
start] sometimes and today we will 
make that exception. Remember the 
third section is the most difficult— 
you'll be climbing upsidedown. The 
gravity alone is hard enough. Your 

Former Rice track star Cherrise Traylor (left) won tl 
Gladiators Houston competition. Here, she tries t( 

muscles will start convulsing likethey 
never have before—just push on. The 
Gladiators get just as tired as you do. 
Keep up the stamina. By the way, are 
any of you afraid of heights? Just 
checking." 

All the contestants nervously 
laugh. One girl clutches her asthma 
inhaler. 

The referee continues, "When the 
Gladiators catch up with you, do not 
kick them. Do not step on their fin-
gers, faces, nose, but shake them If 
they pull your shoe off, keep going. 
You will be harnessed to cables, so 
don't worry if you fall—it will be a 
neat feeling and weH catch you." 

The third event is the Powerball, 
a 45-second game where contestants 
must dodge gladiators to dunk soc-
cer balls into clear trash can goals. 
The referee has no real hints for 
eluding the gladiators except moving 
fast and turning quickly. Intermis-
sion follows. Only the top two men 

by Ann Zittei 
photo by Tim L 

and women will advance to the sec-
ond half. 

The Atlasphere looks simple. If a 
gerbil can run around in a ball, surely 
people can. The object is to propel 
the ball over scoring pods with con-
cave centers. "You'll go up a»d drop 
down. YouU knowwhen you score— 
a puff of smoke will appear. Remem-
ber, the Gladiators are unstable, just 
like you guys," the referee says. 

Breakthrough and Conquer is a 
two-step game. The contestants try 
to score aflbuchdown with a football, 
then have 10 seconds to push the 
gladiator out of a circle. 

"Keep everything away from the 
head. If [the Gladiators] push you, 
pull them. If they pull you, push, turn, 
and drop. It'll get them every time." 

In the Joust, each contestant goes 
one-on-one with a Gladiator. The idea 
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3ft] won the women's competition in the American 
le tries to topple Blaze in the Joust. 

a 

in Zitterkopf 
by Tim League 

is to use a pugil stick to knock the 
opponent off of afive-foot high pedes-
tal, while avoiding being knocked off 
yourself. "When I blow the whistle, 
go like crazy. The Gladiators are 
competitive—they like to win just as 
much as you do," the referee says. 

The Eliminator is the final event 
of the day. The contestants compete 
against each other on an obstacle 
course of tires, handbikes, cargo nets 
and seven-foot walls to see who 
reaches the finish line first 

The contestants rush off to their 
locker rooms to don their kneepads, 
helmets, and mouthpieces amidst a 
flurry of high fives and supportive 
back-slapping. 

The Gladiators descend 
The program opens with an elec-

tronic Mannheim Steamroller-ish 

"Originally, the game was more 
like a script," Ice explains to me dur-
ing intermission. "But [the produc-
ers] realized it was better when we 
had our own identities, so we got to 
choose our own names." 

Each gladiator has a distinct char-
acter. Nitro is more flamboyant and 
approachable, but struts and strolls 
like a pumped-up Patrick Swayze. 
Gemini looks like an overgrown, jo-
vial shaved Santa Claus. Diamond 
resembles a coy seductress who'd 
murder you in you sleep. Zap looks 
innocent but is as merciless as any 
other. 

Gladiators are chosen at separate 
auditions. "There is a certain look, a 
certain body type they want," Ice 
says. 

Many of the male Gladiators 
played in the NFL—for as long as 10 
years. Most Gladiators own their own 
gyms, practice martial arts, and plan 
to pursue acting careers. Many are 
even married and have children. 

"You're going to like the Gladia-
tors—or else...." Ice jokingly repeats 
the Gladiators' children are told while 
growing up. Imagine being able to 
tell the school bully that your mom 
could beat up his dad. 

The Gladiators work out two to 
three hours a day, then compete in 
the shows in the evening. "If s all in 
good fun and competition, but when 
you get hurt, your blood flares," says 
Ice 

Ice explains how kids idolizewhat 
the gladiators do. "We are role mod-
els, so we have to be careful of what 
we do," Ice says. "So we get trashed 
at home [instead of in public]." 

A full page in the glossy program 
advertises the American Gladiators 
N intendo game, showing an old team 
photo of gladiators dressed in se-
quined leotards. 

The booklet also states that the 
Gladiators work for charities. Which 
ones? "All kinds," Ice responds. 
Which ones? "There's a variety." Do 
you have a favorite? "We do so many, 
ifs really hard to say." 

"I kept thinking, 
'She's coming 
up here to beat 
my head in— 
she trained with 
the Marines to 
learn how to do 
this.' And she 
beat my head 
in. 

version of Aaron Cope land's "Fan-
fare to the Common Man." 

The announcer, a former football 
player, briefly explains the game be-
fore informing the audience of tech-
nical difficulties. For one thing, the 
carbon dioxide tubes for creating the 
steam bursts in the Atlasphere "are 
in some airport somewhere, so it 
won't shoot up when the contestants 
roll over the pods."The crowd groans. 
The announcer calls out the names 
of the contestants and the gladiators. 
The firstcontestantrunsoutand turns 
an aerial somersault When Traylor 
runs out the announcer identifies 
ho* as a Rice grad. "Let's go, Rice" 
chants rise up from various sections 
of the stadium 

The Gladiators run out individu-
ally. Nitro,Tower, Gemini, Ice, Blaze, 
Zap, Lazer, Jazz, Diamond, and Viper 
are greeted by wild cheers and one 
apparently suicidal Rice student who 
yells, "Viper sucks!" 

I want all the Gladiators' auto-
graphs, but I know there are 5,000 
kids out on the floor who have a 
better chance of getting their pro-
grams signed than I do. So I cheat At 
the end of the interview, I ask Ice to 
sign my program. My pen dies, but 
Diamond miraculously produces an 
indelible marker from the inside of 
her wristband. Yes, these are real-
live superheroes. 

(Thinking this a moment of 
unprofessionalism, I realize that the 
Houston Post reporter asked for an 
autograph too—and snuck his six-
year-old daughter backstage for his 
interview.) Ice writes, "To Ann— 
Thanks a lot Love, Ice." 

The gladiators jog out to do "that 
Mattel thing," as Ice calls it Various 
kids are chosen as mini-Gladiators 
and compete by throwing balls 
through hoops and othermenialfeats. 
The prize? Mattel gladiator action 
figures. 

Let the games begin. 
The props for the games are not 

as elaborate or as flashy as the ones 
on television. The Wall is see-
through, the Joust pedestals are un-
steady, and the Eliminator lacks the 
treadmill incline and the rolling log. 

Traylor is the first female in each 
event A Gladiator perches near the 
target of the Assault like a sniper, 
ready to fire the tennis balls (which 

look much slower than 100 mph), 
then raises his or her arms in triumph 
every time a ball bops a contestant 
Traylor is hit in the back five feet 
away from the finish line. 

Two contestants protest calls that 
they'd been hit The overhead screen 
replay shows the shots in slow motion 
and the crowd votes on the verdict 
Traylor later said one of the protest-
ors privately admitted she'd been hit, 
"but [the technicians] showed the 
wrong replay"—one which showed a 
miss. 

"Itwasunfair "Traylor said. "We'd 
been there since nine [in the morn-
ing] and were all upset and scared. 
These [Gladiators] practice these 
things every day—ifs their job, and 
here we are going out cold turkey 
and the referee isn't competent" 

Nitro challenges the audience to 
bet him a Gladiator cup (cost $7) 
that no contestant will make it up the 
Wall An anxious teenage boy agrees. 
If a contestant makes it to the top, the 
boy gets the cup. If no one can scale 
the wall, the cup goes to one of Nitro's 
"charity kids" and the boy buys Nitro 
a replacement 

None of the contestants make it 
up the wall The lights shine in their 
eyes as they try to climb. Traylor 
shakes Jazz off but M s off anyway in 
the third segment 

"Had we been able to practice, we 
could have made a [pattern] of the 
things to grab onto—there's not 
much to grip, especially when you're 
going against gravity. I was in a panic. 
I felt Jazz's hand on my foot and 
jerked away. She fell but my arms 
were too tired to continue," Traylor 
said. 

Nitro gives the boy the cup anyway 
and tells him the most important part 
of competing is being a good sport 
The crowd applauds wildly. 

The Gladiators throw the contes-
tants on the ground during Powerball 
and seem to ignore the "no 
headlocks" rule. One of the contes-
tants tries to get out of a headlock 
and "accidentally" lucks Jazz in the 
eye. Jazz comes out to compete in the 
next event with a Steri-strip (instead 
of stitches). 

Traylor scores three goals for nine 
points. 

"Powerball was my favorite 
game—ifs so fast and I can use speed 
and agility to get around the gladia-
tors. When they couldn't catch me, 
they'd push the trash can out of the 
way so my ball wouldn't go in," 
Traylor said. 

The contestants discover today 
that only four will advance to the 
second half. "When it was an-
nounced," Traylor said, "the game 
became more cut-throat There was 
a scary and scared look on [the con-
testants'] feces." 

"At the end of the first half, I knew 
how many points everyone had and I 
knew I was in," Traylor said. 

That Mattel thing..." 
During the intermission, gladia-

tors entertain the crowd with "that 
Mattel thing." 

The Atlasphere 
looks simple. If 
a gerbil can run 
around in a ball, 
surely people 
can. 

Nitro asks the audience if they 
want to be honorary members of the 
American Gladiator Fan Club. Loud 
whoops follow. He explains, however, 
that they must answer three of the 
following questions with a yes. "Do 
you do your homework?" "Yes!" ech-
oes through the arena. "Do you lis-
ten to your parents?" Again, a loud 
"yes" reverberates throughout "Do 
you eat your vegetables?" The "yes" 
is qu ieter but still pronounced. "What 
do you say to drugs?" "No!" Nitro 
asks them to repeat the answer and 
explains how drugs are bad. The final 
question is, "Do you like American 
Gladiators?" 

"The anti-drug bit is all a big joke," 
League said. "Most of the Gladiators 

have been on drugs for years. Their 
making the crowd chant, 'Just say no 
to drugs' is hypocritical." 

"American Gladiators, unfortu-
nately, was incredibly family oriented. 
This is taking the place of the Ice 
Capades," Farry said. 

Nitro and Gemini set up yelling 
wars between the two sides with the 
Miller Light debate: "Tastes great" 
versus "Less filling." Miller Light and 
Winston Cigarette billboards encom-
pass the inside of the summit. 
(Ironically, as Abrams said, "I went to 

"It was the Rice 
Honor Code all 
over again big 
time, but I think 
[the referee] 
would've been 
kicked out of 
Rice." 

go buy a Miller light and all they 
were selling was Budweiser.") Zap 
and Diamond come out and women 
rival men in singing "Wild thing" and 
"You make my heart sing." 

Meanwhile, technicians set up the 
pods and roll out the 250 lb. metal and 
wire mesh, oversized gerbil cages 
called Atlaspheres. 

Because the gladiators weigh 
more than the contestants, they have 
the advantage when flinging then-
weight against the side of the ball. 
They run interference on the com-
petitors. 

"Once a gladiator stops you, it's 
hard to get your momentum back. 
You cant just push but need to rock 
forward with allyourweight and climb 
up on the sides, running and using 
your hands and feet—just like a ger-
bil," Traylor said. 

"After the match, the referee asked 
me, 'How many [goals] do you think 
you got?* It was the Rice Honor Code 
all over again big time, but I think 
[the referee] would've been locked 
out of Rice." 

While Traylor told the referee 
she'd scored two goals, he only gave 
her one. 

The Breakthrough and Conquer 
is cancelled for time constraints. Al-
ready the program is long—it is three 
hours into the show and there are 
still two events to come The techni-
cians spend more time setting up the 
games than the contestants playing. 

The circular Joust platforms are 
narrow—less than three feet in diam-
eter. One of the male contestants 
knocks Viper off, who pounds on the 
air mattress in anger. 

Blaze repeatedly hits Traylor in 
the head and knocks her off the plat-
form. 

"When Blaze was getting up there, 
I was dazed. I kept thinking, 'She's 
coming up here to beat my head in— 
this is her best event—she trained 
with the Marines to learn how to do 
this.'And she beat my head in. I don't 
remember hearing the whistle, just 
seeing the stick coming toward my 
head, then it coming again, and again, 
and again. It was the worst moment 
in the entire competition, but I still 
liked it more than the Atlasphere." 

The Eliminator is the final event 
Tray tor's competitor has seven points 
more than she, so gets a 31/2 second 
lead in the obstacle course. The com-
petitor later is penalized for falling off 
the handbike. Traylor catches up at 
the cargo net but the competitor 
jumps down earlier. Traylor sur-
passes her in the army crawl then 
sprints to the finish to win the 
women's division. 

Traylor now qualifies to go to At-
lantic City in May to compete against 
200 other contestants for the 48 con-
testants' spots on the national televi-
sion program. 

"There was more pressure when I 
could see her before me and I was 
trying to catch up," Traylor said. "It 
felt good to pass her, although then 1 
couldnt see what she was doing. But 
I knew that if we were tied, 1 wouldn't 
lose the sprint to the finish line," 
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Was he or wasn't he? Scholars debate the question 
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"Make but my name thy love, 
and love that still, 

And then thou lovest me, for 
my name is Will." 

—from Sonnet 136 

W. . hat if the Bard of 
Stratford, our beloved William 
Shakespeare, the rakish play-
wright surrounded by his merry 
fellows from the Lord 
Chamberlain's Company and 
bursting with ardor for the 
beauty of language, never existed? 
Imagine instead two people: one, 
William Shakespeare, an insig-
nificant butcher's apprentice-
turned-actor holding horses 
outside the Globe Theater, 
unaware that a nobleman so 
grandly educated that his very 
hands smell of ponderous tomes 
hides behind a pseudonym and 
guiltily pours his secretly poetic 
soul into plays and poetry which 
will set the standard for Western 
literature for centuries to come. 

Sound preposterous? To some 
people, it isn't. The Shakespeare/ 
Oxford Society was formed for 
the express purpose of discredit-
ing Shakespeare, "the Stratford 
man" in favor of Edward de Vere, 
the Seventeenth Earl of Oxford. 
The group holds that if the works 
of Shakespeare are analyzed, the 
author that emerges from the 
analysis is completely at odds 
with the author of the accepted 
biography. (The former was well-
educated and experienced in 
Elizabethan courtly practices, the 
latter perhaps not even literate 
and, as a man from a country 
province and of lowly origins, 
was never able to grasp the 
niceties of noble manners.) 

The Oxfordian theory has been 

simmering below the surface of 
scholarly debate on Shakespeare's 
legitimacy for more than seventy 
years. J. Thomas Looney outlined 
it for the first time in his 1920 
book, Shakespeare: Identified in 
Edward de Vere. Since that time 
it has garnered a substantial 
following in both Great Britain 
and the United States. Though it 
is still far from gaining wide-
spread acceptance in the aca-
demic world, curiosity surround-
ing it has recently heightened so 
much that both sides of the 
debate were written up in last 
October's issue of The Atlantic 
Monthly magazine and the 
Shakespeare/Oxford Society 
invited Charles Vere, Earl of 
Burford and a descendant of 
Oxford, to come to the United 
Sates and expound on their 
theory. Lord Burford's main goal, 
he told the Thresher, is to re-open 
debate on the subject of the true 
origin of Shakespeare's works and 
to heighten awareness among 
their readers of the Oxfordian 
theory. 

The following is part of the 
text of a telephone interview 
with Lord Burford, conducted 
January 28: 

Thresher. Please briefly 
summarize your theory. 

Burford: The problem really 
arises, and people have looked 
into it, if you look at the works of 
Shakespeare and make a list of all 
of the characteristics which the 
author must have possessed, such 
as the background he has, his 
education, and the sort of beliefs 
he held, the man that comes out 
of the works is completely at 
odds with the man of traditional 
biography, the "Stratford man." 
In fact, the two people—the 
author and the man who we 
normally take to be 
Shakespeare—had different 
names. The author always called 

himself "Shake-speare" with the 
name hyphenated about fifty 
percent of the time, which clearly 
denoted a pen name. The 
"Stratford man"... his name was 
always spelled "Shakspere," 
never with a long A at the 
beginning, always with a short A 
There was a distinction to be 
made between the two. 

That was basically what got 
people thinking—if you read the 
life of the "Stratf ordman," the 
life story is of someone who was 
a grain merchant, someone who 
dealt in real estate, who actually 
didn't spend much time in 
London, and there is no authenti-
cated record of him ever having 
actually acted, let alone written. 
There's not a single document 
connecting him with literary 
activity of any kind, and the only 
writing of his that we have are six 
signatures. They're very shakily 
written and they're all spelled 
differently. Three of those 
signatures are on the same 
document, so there's a general 
question as to whether or not this 
man was even literate.... 

People began to look around 
for another author, and the one 
which people now look to is 
Edward de Vere. He was acknowl-
edged by people of the time to be 
a great writer, but he wasn't 
writing under his own name, or 
else he was writing completely 
anonymously. A lot of people 
attest to how prolific he was, but 
we don't have anything of his. 
Our basic theory is that most of 
his material works all came out 
under the pen name 
"Shakespeare." 

Thresher. Do you think that 
he worked under other pen 
names? 

Burford: No, none that we 
know of. Also, we like to bring up 
the point that we don't believe 
every word in the First Folio [the 

Players up in Arms again 
BY CHEPE LOCKETT 

D 'ashing costumes, lush 
music, and romantic and comic 
plots leavened with the occa-
sional philosophical aside 
brightly studded the Rice Players' 
most recent production—George 
Bernard Shaw's 1894 comedy 
Arms and the Man. Despite last-
minute boondoggles with a 
recalcitrant light-board, Monday 
night's technical rehearsal 
promises a fine production for its 
two-week run. 

Shaw's comedy, set in Bulgaria 
in 1885 at the height of a war 
with Serbia, lampoons with his 
typical acerbic wit both romantic 
idealism and gung-ho warmon-
gering. Young Raina (Angela 
Hunt) is the proud daughter of 
Bulgaria's leading Petkoff family, 
proud owners of a two-story 
house containing a one-shelf 
library and an electric bell to 
summon servants. Her betrothal 
to the dashing Major Seigius 
Saranoff (Colin Bown) seems 
secure, until the arrival of the 
Swiss mercenary Bluntschli 
(Peter Sharoff) and his practical 
businessman's philosophy. 
Comic and romantic subplots 
with parents and servants further 
enliven the evening, and the 
clever set and sumptuous 
costumes make the performance 
a joy for the eyes as well as the 
ears. 

Angela Hunt shines as the 
willowy Raina—her facial 
expressions and stage movements 
exquisitely convey a woman 
trapped between her two loves 
and struggling with the masks of 
idealism. Players veteran Peter 
Sharoff holds his part down 
equally well with his stolid 
Bluntschli. And Colin Bown's 

Ralna(Angela Hunt) tries to stay Bluntschli (Peter Sharoff) In Arms and the Man 

Sergius perfectly completed the 
triangle, an overbearing miles 
gloriosus par excellance. At times 
their scenes needed a bit more 
crispness, and Sharoff seemed 
almost too straightforward for the 
stage, but opening night promises 
great things. 

Andy Arenson (Major Petkoff) 
and Jeanne Farrar (Catherine) play 
Raina's bumbling but loving 
parents to a tee. Arenson is a bit 
light for the blustering major, but 
his cheerful attitude and comic 
timing make him a joy to watch. 
Farrar seems a bit over-precise in 
her line delivery at times, even 
for the meticulous Catherine, but 
her conflicts with Bluntschli and 
obvious maneuverings to arrange 
her daughter's marriage supply 
more than enough fun. As with 
all the actors, their small reac-
tions and physical repartee are 
almost as much fun to see as 
their verbal firworks. Kudos to 
director Neil Havens and his 
innovative actors for a most 
realistic series of stage move-
ments. 

first collection of Shakespeare's 
works] was written by one man. 
Playwrights collaborated all of 
the time in those days, and 
people added and took bits away. 
Acting companies, when they put 
on the plays, would adapt 
them...we [the Oxfordians] are 
talking about the one overall 
guiding mind, the one who wrote 
Hamlet and other such plays. On 
the fringes of the Shakespeare 
canon are a lot of questions about 
who exactly wrote what. What 
we're absolutely certain about is 
that the "Stratford man" had 
nothing to do with them. 

Indeed, it's a strange thing that 
there's a complete silence 
surrounding Shakespeare's life. 
Whoever he was, he must have 
been a very conspicuous man, 
and yet no one ever mentions 
him. There were a lot of diaries 
and commentaries in Elizabethan 
times, and yet no one mentions 
having talked with him or even 
having seen him. There's the 
paradox—he's this sort of 
anonymous man in his time, and 
yet Ben Jonson, his contempo-
rary, described him as "the soul 
of the age." It's really contradic-
tory. 

Thresher. Has this argument 
come up against much opposi-
tion? 

Burford:.. .The academic 
world refuses to take it seriously 
as a subject. A lot of those people 
have their reputations at stake; 
they've written books on the 
premise that the "Stratford man" 
was the author. There's a whole 
scholarly tradition bound up with 
the old view.... I tried to encour-
age the professors there to debate 
the subject, but none of them 
were prepared to do so. 

Also, if you look at the 
evidence against our case, it's all 
emotional. Questions are never 
asked on an intellectual level, but 
rather on an emotional level. And 
no one has ever put forward the 
"Stratford man." They've argued 
against the Earl of Oxford, but 
never directly for the "Stratford 
man." 

In fact, the whole subject 
could be decided on common 
sense alone. 

Thresher. How long have you 
yourself believed this theory? 

Burford: My grandfather was 
very interested in it, and he got 
me interested about ten years 
ago. I've only taken it up profes-
sionally in the last few months. 

Our case is so strong. Remem-
ber, people have been researching 

the subject on and off for seventy 
years. Everything that we've 
found supports our case. Now, 
instead of doing more and more 
research, though the research is 
still going on, the time has come 
to put our case to the public and 
try to get them to discuss it. All 
we want is a state whereby the 
subject is openly discussed in 
schools and universities; it hasn't 
been up until now. It's been a sort 
of taboo subject, not touched 
upon. But I think that within the 
next year the whole thing will 
blow wide open and resistance in 
the academic community will 
crumble. 

Thresher. Theater was 
considered gauche by nobility of 
the time. If the Earl of Oxford did 
write the plays, how do you 
account for the obvious knowl-
edge of the conventions of theater 
found throughout all of 
Shakespeare's plays? For ex-
ample, speeches are often just the 
perfect length for actors to change 
costume; the hero always gets a 
rest in the fourth act of a tragedy. 
How could Oxford have known 
all of this? 

Burford: It's true that theater 
was considered gauche. But when 
the Earl of Oxford was being 
brought up, his father had his 
own acting company. When they 
weren't on tour in the winter, 
they would have performed for 
the family at their home. The 
Earl of Oxford himself through-
out his lifetime had at least one 
or two acting companies under 
his patronage. From what we 
know, he not only was a patron 
of the company, but he was 
actually involved in directing 
them and writing plays for the 
company. We also know, because 
we have letters from his father-
in-law upbraiding him for his 
behavior, that he used to mix a 
lot with writers and actors. He 
was very much a bohemian 
figure. 

That was the great contradic-
tion of his character—the great 
feudal lord, which he was on the 
one hand, and the bohemian on 
the. other. The latter was what he 
was really all about, but there 
was a lot of tension between 
what he was and what society 
expected of him. 

Thresher. So that's why he 
took a pen name? 

Burford: Yes that's one of the 
reasons. They wouldn't have 
ev%n allowed him at court if he 
hadn't: even if he wanted to 

SEE SMAKSPettE, PAGE 19 

Westworld deeply 
rooted in nineties 

BY ERIC HAHN 

Sarah Mitchell (Louka) is well 
on her way to dominating the 
role of "saucy maid"—her Maria 
in last semester's Twelfth Night 
was well-regarded, and she plays 
even better as the Petkoffs' 
servant, flirting with Sergius' 
affections or climbing the social 
ladder when not being flung left 
and right by her mistress' ever-
changing instructions. Players 
newcomer Kevin Tim son 
(Nicola), though somewhat too 
swift a speaker, also plays well as 
the severe, faithful manservant of 
the household, alternately snotty 
and servile. 

Hamman Hall sports another 
clever set design for Arms and 
the Man: a straightforward room, 
through clever use of "plug-in" 
components, becomes, in turns, 
Raina's bedroom with moonlit 
balcony, the Petkoffs garden, and 
an elegant (for Bulgaria) drawing-
room. Oriental throw-rugs, a 
furry ottoman sofa, and other 
props combine in an odd aray of 
exotic yet decrepit furniture, well 

SEE ARMS, PAGE 17 

T le band is Westworld, the 
album is Movers and Shakers. 
Let me start this with a quote. 
Westworld guitarist Derwood 
Andrews tries to sound profound 
when he says "...rock 'n' roll may 
have become a global musical 
Esperanto...." If this gentleman 
believes his band speaks a 
universal language, then it only 
knows a piteous few phrases. 
That's the main complaint I've 
got against this band. The lyrics 
are often redundant and rarely of 
any substance. In other words, it 
would appear that many of the 
tracks' lyrics were written by a 
twelve year old aphasic trying to 
betxjol. 

The music, however, isn't bad. 
It's a little like the Art of Noise 
in some places, except not quite 
so computery-synthesizery. Some 
of it sounds like mainstream 
KLOL rock. However, some of 
the riffs are downright good, and 
most of the tracks are such that if 
they were played at college-

master-annoying volume at a 
commons party, I would put 
down my beer and go dance to 
them. 

This group bills itself as "21st 
Century rock 'n' roll." I find that 
a bit pretentious. They seem to 
be mired nicely in the early 
nineties. They hired Ralph (EMF) 
Jezzard to produce Movers and 
Shakers, and had their video 
directed by a guy whose previous 
work was with Deeee-Lite. They 
obviously spent a lot of time 
around those two gentlemen, and 
the corresponding musical 
influence seems to have taken 
hold. In fact/if you took the two 
brains that are shared collectively 
by the three members of Deee-
Lite and transplanted them into 
EMF, and waited for the stitches 
to heal up, and then put the 
hybrid monster in a room full of 
instruments, the noise that 
would come out would sound a 
good deal like Movers and 
Shakers. But I believe the surgery 
would cost way more than this 
album, so if the above-mentioned 
Rrankensteinian notion appeals to 
you, then buy the album. But 
stay the hell away from me if 
you've got any sharp objects. 
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Kiddie Pool flooded with Southern heritage 
BY AMY HEMPHILL 

Certain images or sensations 
have the power to transport us 
into the world of our childhood. 
Crickets chirping on a hot, clear 
summer night. Lying in the grass 
and listening to the breeze. 
Sitting on the edge of the lake, 
eating ice cream. For the charac-
ters of The Kiddie Pool, memo-
ries and actions center around the 
plastic dime-store pool in the 
back yard. 

The play is a surreal comedy 
set in modem, rural North 
Carolina. The kiddie pool of the 
title is in the backyard of Penny 
and her two children, Lucretia 
and Virgil. The play opens with 
Virgil staring into the pool, 
looking back on the childhood he 
spent there. Jason London 
portrays this character with 
warmth and depth that is 
sometimes missing in the rest of 
the cast. He is the most success-
ful at capturing the range of 

the least. The way she is written, 
it would be tempting for an 
actress to play her at one height-
ened level, keeping her in a state 
of agitation the whole time. 
Sharon Madden, unfortunately, 
falls into this trap. While her 
portrayal is real enough to spark 
memories of characters whom I 
had known from my own 
Southern past, she still seemed to 
lack some of the range of emotion 
necessary to make a character 
breathe. However, she gives this 
character to the audience in a 
way that allows us to empathize 
with Virgil's dilemma of loving 
her while hating her (just a bit) 
deep down. 

The other member of this odd 
family is Lucretia, the older 
daughter. Malinda Bailey gives a 
performance of very mixed 
qualities as this rural child who 
finally escapes her family, but 
never evades the influences of the 
rural life. In some ways, she 
captures the essence of the small-
town mentality better than 
anyone in the cast. However, she, 
like Sharon Madden, tends to 

Certain images or sensations have the 
power to transport us into the world of 
our childhood. Crickets chirping on a 
hot, clear summer night. Lying in the 
grass and listening to the breeze. Sitting 
on the edge of a lake, eating ice cream. 
emotions necessary to play a 
character who change, not only^ 
in age, but in attitude through the 
play. As the story of his child-
hood unfolds, passing from the 
early trials of growing up to the 
later tribulations of escaping a 
possessive and domineering 
mother, London shows the 
varying sides of this troubled 
character. He portrays a Virgil 
that truly loves his mother, but 
who holds just enough hate for 
her deep down to want freedom. 

Penny, the domineering 
mother, is a difficult role, to say 

stay on the agitated level of 
acting, giving less depth than I 
think would truly bring the 
character to life. But, also like 
Madden, she gives us enough to 
let us truly feel for her. It is easy 
to see her perspective on the 
family and understand her 
intense urge to escape before it is 
too late. 

The characters surrounding 
the family quite wonderfully 
represent more of the rural 
Southern stereotypes. Robin 
Moseley, as Betty Sue, is every 
real estate agent, Mary Kay lady, 

and PTA chairman you've ever 
had nightmares about. This 
actress was very successful at 
capturing the many levels of 
emotion and personality neces-
sary to make her character come 
alive. While she seems to be just 
the ditzy nosy neighbor at first, 
Moseley unleashes a vicious 
streak that is the most surprising 
part of any passive-aggressive, 
nosy, obnoxious neighbor that 
any of us can remember from 
childhood. She is the one charac-
ter that any of us in the audience 
who were raised in the South will 
recognize, and even find amusing, 
in her own terrifying way. Her 
portrayal is just wonderful. 

Also extremely entertaining is 
James Black as Chester Peacock, 
the slimiest, scariest biker you've 
ever seen. He, like Betty Sue, 
surprises the audience with his 
hidden vicious side. But Black is 
more entertaining as the big, 
dumb biker. Trying to look 
through Lucretia's eyes and see 
this man as either attractive or 
loving is both disgusting and 
amusing. The most hilarious part 
of all is seeing the clean-cut Black 
in the program and realizing the 
transformation he underwent in 
order to play this character. 

The most enigmatic character 
of the whole show is Rose, 
Virgil's imaginary friend and 
escape from his mother. This is 
the character that would send 
English majors screaming for 
essays, if this play were to be 
studied in a classroom. Rose is 
one big symbolof Virgil's emerg-
ing sexuality, his search for a 
female role model other than his 
mother, and his need for someone 
to talk to. Played by Robyn Lively 
of Doogie Howser fame, Rose is 
ethereal, beautiful, and just a bit 
too much in another dimension 
for most of the audience to grasp 
her. Lively does a very good job 
working with such an unexplain-
able character. She gives the 
character just enough of an 
ethereal touch so that we 
question the state of her reality. 
Is she live, or is she Memorex? It 
is impossible to tell. It is also 

Ring of Fire lacks spark 
BY STAN HSUE 

E rrupting volcanoes, shatter-
ing earthquakes, and pensive 
snow monkeys all blurred 
together as I drifted off to sleep 
during the last five minutes of 
Ring of Fiie. This recently 
released thirty-eight minute 
IMAX film opens in the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science's 
Wort ham IMAX Theatre on 
Saturday, February 8. 

Although the press kit claims 
it to be IMAX "at its eye-popping 
best" my eyes remained con-
spicuously in their sockets and 
half-closed as the film went on. 
However, the 33 or so minutes of 
the film I did catch do seem 
worth an afternoon, if only to 
make you appreciate that 
Houston is not on the rim of a 
fiery pit from hell. 

Ring of Fire travels across the 
boundary of the Pacific Rim, 
where more than three-fourth's of 
the world's active volcanoes sit 
and bubble. The film deals with 
the various natural phenomena 
along this rim as well as the 
cultures that coexist with them. 

The film begins with dramatic 
footage of the recent San Fran-
cisco earthquake, accompanied 
by voice-overs that drip with 
honey about how the town pulled 
together afterwards. 

The aerial photography that 
impressed me most involved 
footage of the aftermath of the 
Mount St. Helens eruption. The 
devastation of the surroundings 

and the slow recovery shows the 
power of the volcano more than 
all the smoke, froth, and bubble. 

As I expected, the film shows 
various volcanoes interrupting, 
including Navidad in Chile and 
Sakurajima in Japan. But after a 
few of these spectacles of fire and 
destruction set to the deep 
synthesized rumblings of 
surround-sound, each eruption 
seems pretty much like the one 
before. Most intriguing are the 
accounts of the various cultures 
in interaction with the land. The 
film shows the effects the Pacific 
Rim has upon the people it 
surrounds, from a rousing 
traditional Indonesian dance that 
celebrates the eruption of Mount 
Merapi, to an orderly evacuation 

One aspect of the film I 
disliked was the extensive use of 
computer animation that zoomed 
the audience through roller 
coaster-like diagrams of how a 
volcano works, all set to subtle 
"SHOOOMMMM" sounds. 

The sequences seemed 
gimmicky and grade-school. 

I feel that the ultimate 
mistake of Ring of Fire is that it 
does not fully take advantage of 
the large screen effects of IMAX. 
There were too many slow close-
ups of scientists explaining their 
work. The six-story shot of a 
funny-looking man in a lab coat 
explaining the seismograph was 
not a visual treat. The makers of 
Ring of Fire do not give the 
viewers enough reasons to watch 

The absolute stars of the film, however, 
were the Japanese Snow Monkeys of 
Nagano, who do no more than stare 
back at you as they sit and steam in 
their natural saunas. Just wait till Dis-
ney discovers them. 
drill conducted by the Japanese. 

The most poignant moment of 
the film covers the sulfur mines 
in Indonesia, where the miners 
breathe toxic fumes that kill 
them before they turn thirty. 

/The absolute stars of the film, 
however, were the Japanese Snow 
Monkeys of Nagano, who do no 
more than stare back at you as 
they sit and steam in their 
natural saunas. Just wait till 
Disney discovers them. 

their show rather than a National 
Geographic Special on PBS. 

Nevertheless, I recommend 
this film, especially if you are 
interested in volcanoes and stuff 
like that. Tell me how it ends. 

Ring of Fire screenings are on 
the hour every day: Sunday 11 
am-8 pm; Monday - Thursday 10 
am-8 pm; Friday 10 am-9 pm; 

Saturday 10 am-10 pm. Tickets 
are $4.50 for adults. Call 639-
IMAX for more information. 

Jason London and Robyn Lively star in Wilson's production of The Kiddie Pool. 

entertaining to listen to a 
character who speaks in nothing 
but Freudian sexual entendres. 
On the whole, I found it much 
easier to stop trying to figure her 
out, and just sit back and be 
entertained. 

Technically, this is an 
exquisite show. The set, designed 
by Yael Pardess, is a wonderful 
rendition of what the small 
plastic pool would look like to a 
small child. In the program, the 
director lets us know that, "Our 
kiddie pool is stylistically large— 
as from a child's perspective— 
just as we all remember that 
'great big house' we all lived in, 
until we one day return, years 
later, to comment, 'Gosh, I 
thought our house was much 
bigger.'" How very true, and how 
very successfully Pardess' design 
gives that impression. Every 
technical aspect of the show 
seemed to just come together. 
The set was beautiful. The 
lighting was perfect, strategically 
capturing both the beauty in a 
dime store pool, and the mood 

when Virgil flew through the air 
with his imaginary friend. The 
music used both as ambience and 
in the show matched the script 
perfectly. I loved the wonderful 
mix of hillbilly blues and new age 
music used. The costumes were 
also well done, fitting each 
character just right. Over all, the 
technical side of the 9how was 
without much flaw. 

Anyone who grew up deep in 
the Southern mentality will fund 
this show extremely entertaining 
Every character will remind you 
of someone you knew back 
home. Those with a less Confed-
erate upbringing will also be 
highly entertained by this show. 
It is not a show that I would 
spend lots of money on, but it is a 
show that is very worth seeing 
This play is a definite candidate 
for student rush, or for a fun 
matinee. 

The show runs through 
February 23 in the Neuhaus 
Arena Stage. Tickets range from 
$10-$28. Call the Alley Theater 
box office at 228-8421. 

Odds are against 
liking this band 

BY KEVIN MISTRY 

T 
JLhe 

• he burning desire to hear 
more really mindless music 
overcame me this week, so with 
acid pen in hand, I trooped over 
to that top secret bin in the 
Thresher office where they keep 
carloads of the stuff. 

Little did I know that 
Neopolitan by the Odds would 
provide me with so much ripe 
material. For starters, the album 
cover had these nondescript guys 
standing around like they were in 
a Depeche Mode video superim-
posed on a picture of, well, 
neopolitan ice cream. As you can 
guess, my pen quivered in 
anticipation of listening to yet 
another really tacky band. When I 
put the tape in, I was pleasantly 
surprised, but not for long. The 
first song, "King of the Heap" got 
really monotonous, really fast. 
It's not so much that the song 
was really slow, but that it never 
took off. It also used a whole 4 or 
5 chords, leading to great bore-
dom overall. The lyrics also left a 
lot to be desired. For example, the 
first stanza starts out, "There was 

bread/Now it's crumbs/Inside 
each head/There's a piece that's 
small and dirty/Just to make it 
mind." 

The lyrics do improve eventu-
ally, but the tempo of most of the 
songs really slows down, and 
there's very little instrumental 
stuff going on, leading me to 
think there's a very bored band 
behind lead singer Steven Drake. 
"No Warning," the album's 
second cut, isn't much better. 
Instead of lousy, it's simply trite. 
In fact, the chorus (which forms 3 
of 5 stanzas) is "She is not an 
unknown emotion/She is an 
ocean of love/Should I tell her 
about it?/As if she doesn't know/ 
No warning." I guess needless 
repetition is this band's specialty. 

The third cut, "Are you 
listening?" sums up how I feel 
about these guys so far. The 
middle of the song describes a 
hoodlum on a motorcycle 
punching his girlfriend and then 
smashing her friend's cheek in 
with his helmet. The song ends, 
"Though it's not the friend best 
conversation/Violence demands 
your participation/And now 
you're watching as it sweeps the 
nation under." Maybe there's a 
political thing in there some-

SfcT ODDS, PAGE 18 
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II Trovatore sings of jealousy, love, and tragedy 
BY JOHN SCHWARTZ 

]jna lagine an opera that com-
bines traditional operatic themes 
with the plot of a Stephen King 
novel Although such a descrip-
tion might seem oversimplified, 
this is the general tone of Verdi's 
II Trovatore. 11 Trovatore 
(directed by Nicholas Muni) is 
being presented by the Houston 
Grand Opera in the Brown 
Theater of the Wort ham Center 
through Friday, February 7. 

On the one hand, II Trovatore 
revolves around ideas found in 
most works of this musical 
genre—jealousy, love, and 
tragedy. But on the other hand, 
this particular piece involves 
aspects of the supernatural and 
the occult, which give it an eerie 

and mystical feeling. 
The complicated story begins 

in medieval Spain as an old gypsy 
woman is caught staring at 
Garcia, the younger son of Count 
di Luna. After the boy develops a 
serious fever, the townspeople 
believe that the gypsy put a curse 
on him, and they hunt her down 
and bum her at the stake. 

As she dies, she instructs her 
daughter Azucena to avenge her 
death. Obeying her mother's 
command, Azucena brings the 
young Garcia to the burning 
stake in an attempt to kill him, 
but in the confusion that follows, 
she mistakenly throws her own 
child into the fire. Determined to 
complete her mother's wishes, 
Azucena decides to raise the boy 
as her own and use him to 
implement a plan of vengeance. 
The boy is raised with her in the 
mountains and becomes named 
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Manrico. 
Meanwhile, the burned bones 

of a male infant (Azucena's son) 
are found, and all are convinced 
that Garcia has perished. But his 
father, the Count di Luna, 
believes that his young son 

the love of Leonora (and the 
jealousy that follows) evolves 
into a deadly confrontation that 
eventually leaves both Leonora 
and Manrico dead. As Manrico 
dies, Azucena reveals to Count di 
Luna that he has just killed his 

Imagine an opera that combines tradi-
tional operatic themes with the plot of a 
Stephen King novel. 
survives and, on his deathbed, 
commands his older son, the new 
Count di Luna, to continue the 
search for Garcia. By wonderful 
coincidence, the two brothers 
eventually meet many years later, 
but they do not leam about their 
brotherly relationship until it is 
too late. Count di Luna and 
Manrico belong to opposing 
factions of a civil war for the 
control of Spain, and they with 
each other to win the love of 
Leonora, a lady-in-waiting to the 
Queen of Spain. Their quest for 

brother Garcia. With this, the 
gypsy completes her mother's 
plea for revenge. 

Given such an eerie plot, the 
HGO presents a production 
which is equally mystical. The 
costumes of the characters are 
predominantly black, giving the 
story a somber feeling In 
addition, the set is filled with 
ruins from dark statues which 
make the stage seem like a 
gloomy sepulcher. Although I 
respect creative interpretations of 
traditional operas, this produc-

tion of II Trovatore sometimes 
goes beyond the limits of weird-
ness with its aura of dark 
mysticism. 

Although I have mixed 
reactions to the story and the 
presentation, there is no doubt 
about the fine performance by the 
musicians. The orchestra, which 
is conducted by Rico Saccani 
gives an outstanding perfor-
mance, but the real stars are the 
vocalists. The leading male 
roles—Count di Luna by 
Alexandru Agache and 
Vyacheslav Polozov as Manrico— 
are quite strong, and I feel that 
the main female characters— 
Sharon Sweet as Leonora and 
Dolora Zajick as Azucena—are 
even more outstanding. 

Although the plot and its 
presentation occasionally border 
on the strange side, the outstand-
ing performance by the musicians 
makes the Houston Grand 
Opera's production of Verdi's II 
Trovatore an enjoyable experi-
ence. 

Van Halen veers into Houston 
BY JEREMY HART 

I remember it clearly: my 
family had just moved to Fort 
Hood, and I was introduced to all 
kinds of new music—stuff like 
Genesis, Heart, and even the Fat 
Boys. I used to wake up early on 
Sunday mornings just to tape all 
the cool songs in the countdown. 
One morning, out of nowhere, I 
heard this completely brilliant 
song, and raced frantically to tape 
it, but the announcer didn't say 
who it was, so I resolved to track 
it down. After long weeks of 
searching with no luck, a friend 
of mine brought a tape over to 
play, and WHAM!—there was the 
song: "Love Walks In," by Van 
Halen. That was how I, an 
uncultured Army brat who had 
led a life of musical deprivation, 
first heard Eddie Van Halen's 
screaming guitar, Alex Van 
Halen's manic drums, Mike 
Anthony's throbbing bass, and 
Sammy Hagar's bellowing voice. 

Van Halen. The first rock 
band I had ever heard. That 
probably explains why, when I 
went to see them live this past 
weekend, I stood staring dumbly 
for the first half-hour of the 
concert. The band was in top 
form, despite the ever-present 
accusations that the real Van 
Halen died when David Lee Roth 
left, and that the band should be 
called "Van Hagar." I myself 
can't judge one way or another I 
like 'em both. 

The show started with six or 
so songs from their opening act, a 
band from the Land Down Under 
called Baby Animals. Now, I had 
been told that Alice In Chains 
was going to kick off the show,' 
and had been looking forward to 
it, so I attempted to sulk through 
the Animals' guitar-laden intro, 

but to no avail. My foot started 
tapping about halfway through 
the first song, and I had decided 
by the third song that I liked 
these three guys and a girl. I 
wasn't the only one, either—the 
crowd started out booing vigor-
ously, but ended up cheering and 
clapping enthusiastically. 

Then Van Halen took the 
stage. The boys played surpris-
ingly few old songs: only 2 each 
from Van Halen,1984, 5150, and 
even their last album, OU812, 
and maybe one or two songs from 
Van Halen II, Diver Down, 
Women and Children First, and 
Fair Warning. This time the 
spotlight was definitely on For 
Unlawful Carnal Knowledge, 
their latest album in a long line 
of winners. 

Alex Van Halen did several 
lengthy drum solos, proving once 
more that he's one of the best 
there is. Looking barely tired, he 

dral," along with parts of several 
otheKsolos. I was barely aware of 
the start of the next song. 

Overall, the show was great, 
with only one complaint: the 
stage. I think it was supposed to 
look like the front of a car (I 
figured it out when the platform 
Alex was drumming on rose 
nearly twenty feet during his 
solo), but I couldn't see it worth a 
damn from the side. I've never 
been able to figure out why so 
many bands make their stages 
one-sided. If I couldn't see all of 
it, the poor fans behind the stage 
probably couldn't even see past 
the amps! The lighting was really 
good, though, changing colors for 
different songs and making 
shadowy pinwheel and fan shapes 
across the crowd below. The 
fireworks at the end were pretty 
impressive, if a bit close (I could 
picture a stray spark landing on 
Sammy Hagar's frizzed out mop 

Eddie. He came onstage grinning with 
that goofy smile that's made him fa-
mous, and proceeded to wail. My jaw 
dropped, and stayed there, while he 
played the heart-wrenching "316." 
kept right on going when the rest 
of the band came back on to do 
"Panama" After a few more 
songs, all but Sammy left the 
stage. The blond-haired veteran 
picked up his acoustic guitar for a 
hold-up-your-lighter version of 
"Give To Live," another from his 
solo career. 

Finally, up came the part I'd 
been waiting for Eddie. He came 
onstage grinning, with that goofy 
smile that's made him famous, 
and proceeded to wail. My jaw 
dropped, and stayed there, while 
he played the heart-wrenchingly 
sweet "316" (named for the day 
his daughter was bom), and 
pieces of "Eruption" and "Cathe-

of hair at a bad moment). 
All in all, I had a great time. 

The music was awesome, the 
fans were great, and the show was 
good. These guys are true 
showmen. They joked and 
laughed with one another and the 
crowd all night, and whenever 
someone in the audience threw 
something onstage, Sammy 
incorporated it—wearing it, in 
most instances. Despite the 
joking around, however, the 
music was serious—a perfect 
balance. Even though they've 
come a long way from the days of 
Roth's flying judo gymnastics, 
Van Halen is still one of the best 
of the pack. 

No holds barred in art show 
BY TIM CARROLL 

T .onight marks the opening of 
the second Annual No Holds 
Barred Art Show at Will Rice 
College. The exhibit continues 
the tradition begun last year by 
co-curators Tom Karsten and 
Tim League, who came up with 
the idea of encouraging every 
member of the college to submit 
a work of art, regardless of any 
sense of artistic insecurity. 

Last year every member 

managed to find something to 
contribute, and many of the 
entries were quite impressive. 
Indeed, the No Holds Barred Art 
Show seems to reveal artistic 
acumen from the most unex-
pected of places. One of the most 
powerful entries last year came 
from some of the football players 
that call Will Rice home. Their 
entry? A simple sculpture, a 
pyramid fashioned out of stacked 
Copenhagen cans. If last year's 
show can be any indicator, the 
exhibit this year will be a 
tremendous success. 

"It's not an easy task, collect-
ing all that art," League said. 

"Some people are so darned 
stubborn. They don't think they 
have any talent. But I know they 
do. I just know it." 

Many college members have 
already planned their entries, 
which range from performance 
art (there will be a marathon beer 
drinking, and one member plans 
to read the same "Annie" cartoon 
strip as last year while having 
black paint poured over his head) 
to more traditional two-dimen-
sional media. 

"It's always exciting to see 
what each member will submit. 
It's really a surprise," said WRC 
fifth year Gary Raven. 
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numbers raves about Shamen's new show 

Mr. C (top) and Colin Shamen (bottom) appeared at Numbers last weekend. 

BY DORRY SEGEV 

T 
JLect ;hnology is not a concept 

that is new to the genre of dance 
music. From the early days of 
Vince Clark's Roland TR-707 
kick/snare/hi-hat pop to the 
recent influx of EPS sampler-
based garage studios, technology 
has been the sole driving force in 
the dance music market. Last 
Friday, January 31, at Numbers, 
Scotland's The Shamen proved 
that a show on the cutting edge of 
high-tech still sells. 

A crowd of people waited 
outside of Numbers to buy 
tickets at the door to the sold-out 
five-hour "rave" The Shamen 
call Progeny (a take-off on their 
London club Synergy). A rave is 
essentially a travelling club— 
they bring their own sound 

system (with sub-woofers that 
really can move mountains), their 
own light show (a kaleidoscope of 
lasers aimed at every inch of the 
club), their own computer-
generated, drug-inspired slides 
projected on the walls of the club, 
and, of course, their own com-
puter-generated dance music 
spun by their own (computer-
generated?) disc jockeys. 

The crowd of people waiting 
outside of Numbers probably 
thought all this rave stuff 
sounded pretty cool. Well, it was, 
but, unfortunately, only for about 
half an hour, and only if you 
got in free on press passes. 
Honestly, the four-hour wait 
between 8 p.m., when doors 
opened, and midnight, when 
The Shamen played their 
miniature set, lacked the 
excitement predicted by the 
press release. 

The main problem was the 
confusion between the conflict-

ing concert and the club atmo-
spheres of the rave. Those four 
hours of club music would have 
gone by much faster had the 
Numbers crowd treated it as a 
club (and danced, dare I suggest 
it) and not a concert (where they 
just crowded the stage and stood 
watching an empty, boring stage 
without moving). Maybe Num-
bers was too crowded to realize 
the club concept. Or maybe 
American audiences have a lot to 
learn about raves. In any case, it 
didn't work, but don't blame The 
Shamen. 

What did work were the 
performances themselves. Moby, 
the manic opening act from New 
York with good beats but a boring 
repertoire, warmed up the crowd 
with amazing, almost inhuman 
energy. Despite his initial 
complaint that he "came all the 
way from New York to play this 
song," Moby seemed to enjoy the 
attention from the otherwise 
sleepy crowd. To mask the DAT 
playing his prerecorded 
soundtracks (my guess), he set up 
a two-tier stand with a drum pad 
on the top and a keyboard on the 
bottom; it appeared that neither 
were powered-up. But he put on 
quite a good fake-show, banging 
up both the keys and the pads 
with the anger of a serial killer. 
Intermittently, Moby would 
forget he was faking and just start 
flailing around the stage (with 
some simple but appropriate 
dance steps). But I forgave him, 
because his music packed quite a 
punch and he did his job as an 
opening act. 

After about half an hour of 
Moby and another hour of 
waiting, the deities themselves 
emerged. As all one-hit-wonders 
go, they played a bunch of warm-
up tunes to fill their 50-minute 
set before they got to the popular 
songs. One particularly memo-
rable song went something like 
"space. . .space. . .space... space. 
. .time.. .time.. .time... time.. 

.space-time! space-time! space-
time!" As if it weren't sad enough 
on its own, The Shamen intro-
duced the song by saying "this 
next song is about when space 
and time come together." Some 
of their pieces had incredible 
beats, so they were good to dance 
to, but they left a bunch to be 
desired as far as substance (did I 
say substance? Can we actually 
expect substance from a dance 
music duo?). They need a real 
songwriter. Maybe they rented a 
songwriter to write "Move Any 
Mountain," the one actual hit 
that The Shamen have under 

their belt. Too bad they played an 
awful remix of even that song 
(which made it sound just like 
the rest of their stuff). 

I should slam The Shamenfor 
being boring and "typical." But, 
I'm not judging their music as 
much as I'm reviewing their 
show.. .the Progeny rave show. 
And, as a show, it may very well 
have been one of the more 
innovative concepts in dance 
music today. 

It was fun, loud, and it sent a 
beat through your body like 
nothing I've ever known. That's a 
good dance music show. 
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in line with Shaw's satire of 
appearance over substance. 

The costumes, coordinated by 
Paula Piatt, are yet another treat. 
Across the stage troop soldiers in 
dashing military uniforms 
dripping with gold braid, servants 
in understated yet beautiful 
Bulgarian costumes, and Raina 

and Catherine in an array of 
stunning dresses. Thomas 
Fowlkes and Rifat Qureshi 
deliver lush sound design as well, 
with classical music snatched 
from Rimsky-Korsakov and 
Prokofiev to recreate an Eastern 
European atmosphere. 

Shaw is often ridiculed for his 
high-flown, over-philosophical 
plots. But Arms and the Man, 
while holding its share of 

thoughtful observations, is 
among his lightest, funniest 
works. For an entertaining plot, 
admirable acting, and sumptuous 
costumes and set, I heartily 
recommend it. 

Arms and the Man, by George 
Bernard Shaw, plays Wed. 
through Sat., Feb. 5-8 & 12-15, at 
8:00 p.m. in Hamman Hall. 
Student tickets are $4. Call 527-
4040 for reservations. 
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For Information Call: 
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education to work in realistic settings. VISTA 
Volunteers learn life skills — skills only a year 
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^ Volunteers in Service to America 
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n addition to acquiring valuable and 
rewarding experience, VISTA Volunteers 
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of certain student loans. VISTA Volunteers 
receive a living allowance based on the 
economic level of the communities they serve. 

As you look toward graduation, consider 
becoming a VISTA Volunteer. VISTA offers 
you the opportunity to shape £ community and 
share a vision of a better tomorrow. 

VISTA recruiter Katy Dooley will be 
scheduling interviews at the Texas Career Fair 
on February 12, Grand Hall from 12 noon-4:00 
pm. Interviews will be conducted at the Career 

Services Center on February 13 from 8:30 am-2:Q0 pm. 
If you are unable to attend, please call 214-767-9494 or 
1-800424-8867. 
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Fearful writer falls victim to paranoia in Kafka 
BY R O S S G R A D Y 

KAFKA 
DIRECTED BY STEVEN SODERBERGH 

X lere exists in Hollywood a 
certain cliche, one that in the 
past few months has been milked 
for all that it's worth: that of the 
tortured writer, blocked, miser-
able, slowly driven insane by the 
sheer weight of the words clogged 
up in his head. 

It's a concept that's been 
around for years; look at The 
Shining, in which the most 
chilling moment comes not from 
Stanley Kubrick's bloody eleva-
tors and ghostly girls, but from 
Shelley Duvall's discovery that 
Jack's manuscript, the one he's 
been pounding away at for days, 
consists of nothing but "All work 
and no play makes Jack a dull 
boy." 

It's that fear, the fear of that 
yawning chasm that opens before 
you whenever you close your 
eyes, that drives the latest 
installments in this tortured-
writer cycle. It's there in Barton 
Fink, in John Goodman's de-
monic mantra, "I'll show you the 
life of the mind." It's there in 
Naked Lunch, in David 
Cronenberg's translation of the 
chasm from mental to physical. 

Veteran neurotic Jeremy Irons (left) portrays a plagued author in Steven Sonderbergh's Kafka. 

And it's there in force in a new 
film by director Steven 
Soderbergh (Sex, Lies, and 
Videotape) entitled Kafka. 

Of all the writers who have 
addressed that fear, that 
unformed paranoia which strikes 
at night, in the privacy of the 
bedclothes, gripping, strangling 
and transforming you, Franz 
Kafka is the one who came 
closest to defining it. By absorb-
ing his terror and assimilating it, 
Kafka managed to trap it on 

paper, pin it down like an insect, 
dissect it, and spread its layers 
wide so that we might browse 
through it at our leisure. This is 
the notion that Soderbergh has 
latched onto in Kafka, that the 
paranoia which is so evident in 
all of Kafka's work has to be the 
result of some brutal, bloody 
synthesis of fantasy and fact. 

The film opens with Franz 
Kafka (played to perfection by 
veteran neurotic Jeremy Irons) 
arriving late to his job at a large 

insurance firm in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. The job is one of 
those hellish, Kafkaesque ones— 
nobody seems to be doing 
anything, and yet they're sweat-
ing out their lives in the proems. 
Apparently, one of Kafka's 
acquaintances has fallen victim 
to the grind, as he's not been 
heard from in a number of days. 

It is while attempting to track 
down his missing friend that 
Franz Kafka begins to realize that 
perhaps the stories he's been 
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inventing in his head are only 
mild fictions in comparison with 
what's been happening in the big, 
ugly real world. 

As often happens in the 
movies, events get very out of 
hand very quickly. Dead bodies 
start piling up, and before Kafka 
knows it, he's become irrevocably 
entangled with a surly cell of 
anarchists who seem desperate to 
have him pen fiery manifestos for 
their cheap, smudgy underground 
newspaper. 

Before he's really given a 
chance to make up his mind, 
however, a lobotomized mutant 
runs in and massacres the lot of 
them, leaving Kafka alone, 
confused, and more paranoid than 
ever. Rather than give in to the 
rush, however, Kafka takes it 
upon himself to try and salvage a 
happy ending for the picture by 
blowing up everything in sight, a 
job at which he is only mildly 
successful. 

That's not exactly the correct 
sequence of events, but what 
we're going for here is feel, the 
overall effect of the two-hour 
mental drenching that this film 
provides. What we're going for is 
that sickening knot in the depths 
of your entrails that comes when 
you see a room-sized ovoid screen 
with a throbbing, exposed human 
brain spread across it like some 
kind of pre-war version of IMAX. 

In Kafka, just as in S,L,o)V, 
Soderbergh has re-invented 
cinema, at least to the extent that 
anyone can. Cone are the flat, 
daylight colors and natural 
lighting of his first film. Gone are 
the simple sets, the motionless 
cameras, the long, unbroken 
shots. In their place Soderbergh 
gives us gritty black-and-white 
film, jarring, flighty cameras, and 
sets borrowed straight from all of 
those creepy German films your 
mother made you watch when 
you were a child, like The 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari. Add to 
that a final sequence filmed in 
lurid Technicolor, and what 
you've got is a work of twisted 
genius. 

It's a cinematic tour-de-force, 
one that manages to combine the 
utterly cerebral with the utterly 
grotesque. And that, after all, is 
what Franz Kafka was all about. 

Odds 
FROM PAGE 15 

where, but the whole premise is 
too boneheaded to believe. 

Unfortunately, the music 
sounds the same for every song. 
However, "Family Tree/' the 
sixth cut, actually had interesting 
instruments, like tenor sax, 
trombone, and cello. 

Other interesting cuts include 
"Domesticated Blind," and "Love 
is the Subject." The first is about 
how pop-culture has dulled our 
lives, the second about the life-
long search for loVe and the angst 
that goes with it. But like the rest 
of the album, there's simply too 
much garbage in between them. 
For example, the second side 
starts with a song called "Wendy 
Under the Stars." It deals with a 
17-year old kid who loses his 
virginity to a 31-year old on the 
night Elvis dies. In fact the 
chorus is really stupid and bland-
sounding, "I was fucking Wendy 
under the stars^The night that 
Elvis died." Still, the album itself 

, isn't too hurt by this nonsense; 
it's pretty much sunk already. 

While the Odds are not the 
greatest band on the scene, 
Neopolitan is worth buying if you 
like weak lyrics you can laugh at 
while nicelydrunk. It's not that I 
really hated them, but they really 
don't do anything any other new 
band hasn't done.. . besides 
maybe release a good album. 
While they might show^sbme 
promise in the future, their best 
bet is to give up music and go to 
France to claim a share of the 
Jerry Lewis Fan Club market. 
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Shakspere 
FROM PAGE 14 * 

[write without a pen name] he 
wouldn't have because he was 
very ashamed of his writing. The 
court wouldn't have allowed him 
to disgrace his class like that. 
There was no exception to that 
rule. Noblemen never wrote 
under their own names during 
their lifetime... 

Thresher. I assume the Earl of 
Oxford had a very good educa-
tion. 

Burford: Yes, he did. He used 
private tutors. One of his uncles, 
Arthur Golding, had a great 
influence on him. Golding 
translated Ovid's Metamorphoses 
into English. Scholars recognize 
that this was Shakespeare's 
favorite book. He actually uses 
this translation of Ovid more 
than any other work in his 
writings. It is not unnatural that 
Oxford would have worked on 
this translation himself with his 
uncle. 

He was a very precocious 
child. He went to Cambridge 
University when he was only 
eight years old and finished there 
with a degree when he was 
fourteen. We have time tables of 
what he had to do during a day, 
and it was very rigorous training. 
.. He had a very fine education, 
and after university, he went to 
Grey's Inn to study law. At that 
time there were no public 
playhouses, and Grey's Inn was 
where they performed plays. 

It's an important point that 
whoever Shakespeare was, he was 
an extremely erudite man. Others 
try to say that he was not, that he 
was fairly uneducated, but 
that's because they're trying to 
square his life with the "Stratford 
man's" life. If you read the plays, 
you soon discover that he was 
very educated. For instance, he 
had a knowledge of at least four 
foreign languages. 

The myth that somehow 
Shakespeare was a freak of 

nature, that he wasn't learned, is 
a dragon that must be slain. 

Thresher. Do you think that 
self-education was possible at all? 

Burford: No. You see, people 
often look at this problem 
through twentieth century 
spectacles. If you go back to those 
times, society was structured in 
such a way that self-education 
was impossible. Books were 
actually very rare. The people 
that owned books were those that 
liad money . . . 

In Stratford, there was a 
grammar school which was free, 
but we have no record that the 
"Stratford man" went there. We 
know his parents were illiterate 
because his father signed docu-
ments with a thumb mark. In 
order to enter this school, you 
needed to know your alphabet; 
it was unlikely that he would 
have been taught his alphabet 
by his parents, who were 
unable to read themselves. Even 
if he did go to school, we know 
he left when he was thirteen 
because he became apprenticed to 
his father as a butcher and a 
glover. 

My guess is that if he had 
really been an exceptional 
student at the grammar school, 
his teachers would have per-
suaded his father not to withdraw 
him, and they would have tried 
to find for him scholarships to a 
university. If you were brilliant at 
grammar school, there were 
opportunities for you to go to a 
university and get a good educa-
tion. We have no evidence that 
he even went to grammar school. 
He certainly didn't go to a 
university. And even given that 
self-education were possible, 
another thing you need apart 
from books is time. That's the 
important thing. We're told about 
his life, and between his appren-
ticeship, his early marriage, and 
his business he could never have 
had time to teach himself. 

Thresher. Don't you think it's 
an amazing coincidence that 

Oxford choose a pen name so 
similar to the name of the man 
from Stratford? 

Burford: I don't believe that it 
was a coincidence at all, though 
some Oxfordians do. I think 
Oxford knew of this man 
Shakspere and deliberately set 
him up as a front. He knew he 
had to protect his plays for 
posterity's sake, but on the other 
hand, he also knew that they 
were potentially seditious 
material, for they contain many 
social and political comments on 
the time. Shakspere was a good 
choice for a cover-up. He was 
illiterate. He lived in Stratford, 
which is a good three-days' ride 
from London. The secret was safe 
with him. 

Thresher. Do you have any 
final comments on the contro-
versy? 

Burford: I would like to make 
it clear that I don't claim to be a 
great scholar. What I hope to be is 
a sort of catalyst for debate. I also 
realize that some of our argu-
ments are not without flaw. The 
one thing of which we're abso-
lutely convinced, however, is that 
Edward de Vere was the real 
author, and once that is accepted, 
searches for information will be 
much more profitable. Because 
the "Stratford man" has been 
believed to be the writer, people 
have been looking for his history 
in the wrong places... 

Many questions remained 
unanswered as the interview 
ended. Why would the highly 
respected Ben Jonson, who helped 
in the compilation of the First 
Folio, was a friend of 
Shakespeare's, and wrote him a 
lengthy elegy, continue to further 
a cover-up scheme after both 
Oxford and Shakespeare had 
passed on? If he was in fact the 
author, how could Oxford, who 
died in 1604, have written such 
plays as Othello (1604), King Lear 
(1605), Macbeth (1606), The 
Tempest (1611) and others? 
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SPORTS 
Men's basketball team 
robbed of win in Austin 
by Peter Howley 
and Randy Block 

Point guard Dana Hardy shoots over SMU's Troy Dorner as Mike Wilson looks on. Hardy recorded five assists and two steals. 

The Rice men's basketball team 
was robbed of a chance to break out of 
a second place tie with Texas last 
Wednesday in Austin when guard 
Marvin Moore received aquestionable 
charging foul with one second to play. 
The Owls (14-7, 4-3) overcame a 
number of Longhorn leads before fi-
nally succumbing, 88-87. 

Moore was driving from the right 
baseline around Texas' Tony Watson 
when the two collided. Although re-
plays showed that Watson was in 
motion and should have been called 
for a block, Moore was called for a 
charge instead and the ball turned 
over. 

"When the referee said 'charge,' I 
couldnt believe that If you go into 
someone else's arena, you have to be 
ten points better," Moore said. 

"I stepped toward the out-of-bounds 
line and he tried to go through me 
with his arm in my stomach," Watson 
said. "Luckily, I got the call." 

The Owls were lucky to be within 
one point Texas missed three free 
throws and guard Sam Campbell fol-
lowed an amazing steal with a layup in 
traffic to tie the game at 87 with less 
than a minute on the clock. AfterTexas 
made afree throw with seven seconds 
to play, the Owls brought the ball up 
the court only to have it knocked out 
of bounds. Ken Rourke found Moore 
for the inbounds pass to set up the 
controversial play. 

"We losta disappointing game, but 
not because we played badly," said 
Rice Head Coach Scott Thompson. 
"I'm really proud of the way our guys 
played. They played with a lot of effort 
We just came up short" 

The game marked Rice's eighth 
straight loss to Texas, and the second 
time in two visits to the Erwin Center 
that the Owls were edged by a point 
Last year, Campbell missed a jumper 
at the buzzer to let Texas squeeze by. 

Prater returns, Ellis, Frese hurt as women fall to UT, SMU 
by Riva Rahl 

The women's basketball team will 
try to avenge their earlier loss to Baylor 
at 7 p.m. tomorrow night in Autry 
Court 

Rice tost their first meeting with 
the Bears in Waco 96-80 after leading 
at halftime. The game dropped the 
Owls' winning percentage to under 
.500 for the first time this season. 

Wednesday night the Owls stayed 
close to the Texas Longhorns 
throughout the game, only to fall 91-
73. Their lack of depth hindered their 
ability to maintain their intensity, since 
Jen Ellis and Martha Frese were lim-
ited in playing time. 

Center Evenda Barnes had a big 
game, scoring 18points and gathering 
eight rebounds, but she also turned 
the ball over six times. She was over-
shadowed by Texas center Cinietra 
Hendq-son, who racked up 36 points 
and nine boards. . 

Rice forward Andrea Prater scored 
15 points and grabbed five rebounds 
in the losing effort 

The Owls were only two points 
down at the half, and tied the game at 
63 duringthe second half.ThenTexas 
pu lied ahead, outscoring Rice 28-10 in 
the closing minutes. 

The Baylor game should prove to 
be a big one for the Owls after the loss 
to Texas. Both Rice and Baylor post 2-

5 records. Last year, Rice beat Baylor 
in both contests. 

Guard Yalonda Stiner said, "Well 
definitely be playing with more inten-
sity than when we played them be-
fore. We know we should have won 
the last game. This is a big one, one 
that we need to win in the conference 
in order to get into the tournament" 

Head Coach Mike Dunavant said, 
This should be abig game. We played 
well against them in Waco until we got 
in foul trouble Well have Andrea 
Prater back where we dkint have her 
when we played them before. We need 
a big crowd to be out here cheering 
the girls on." 

The team averages 364 fans at 
Autry Court far fewer than other con-
ference rivals attract to their games. 
In a recent game between Tech and 
Houston, over 6,000 fans showed up 
in Lubbock to see the undefeated Red 
Raiders upset the highly-ranked Cou-
gars. 

The Owls split a pair of road games 
last week After decisively beating TCU 
75-57 onWednesday, they returned to 
Dallas to lose 67-56 to SMU, despite a 
strong second half. 

The season-long string of bad luck 
for the Owls continued in the SMU 
game as starting forward Ellis went 
down in the first two minutes of the 
game with an ankle injury. She will 
likely see less playing time in 
tomorrow's game after limited prac-

tice this week 
Guard Frese was also limited be-

cause she has a rotor cuff problem in 
her shoulder. On the season, Frese is 
shooting 41 percent from three point 
range and averaging 6.3 points agame. 

The lone bright spot of the SMU 
game was the return of Prater, accord-
ing to Dunavant Prater had missed 
five consecutive games with a wrist 
injury. 

She had been out since the January 
6 loss to Northwestern State and 
played for a limited time against TCU 
earlier in the week. 

Against the Mustangs, Prater 
played 32 minutes and shot eight for 
15 from the field for 19 points and ten 
rebounds, both game highs. 

"Our first game against Baylor was 
the first game we played without her 
and having her back on Saturday will 
definitely be an advantage. She played 
the best game of all the players," said 
Dunavant 

Both Yalonda Stiner and Barnes 
fouled out of the game after scoring in 
double digits. Stiner logged 13 points, 
Barnes scored ten points, and each 
pulled down seven rebounds. 

Starting guard Carol Anne Gilmore 
missed on all eight of her shots, but 
added seven rebounds. 

"We played great against SMU; it's 
just that bad luck we seem to keep 
having. Jen Ellis went down two min-
utes into the game. I'm proud of how 

hard they're playing, though. It was a 
three-point game with two minutes 
left, but we lost it because we were 
weak inside because of the foul 
trouble," said Dunavant 

On January 29, Lacey Guinn and 
Barnes each contributed 21 points in 
the Owls' victory over the Horned 
Frogs at Daniel-Meyer Coliseum 
Guinn, who has had several excellent 
performances lately, continued her 
ways by dropping in three out of four 
three-point shot attempts en route to a 
career-high scoring output 

Nicki Manzo added 11 points and 
six rebounds. The Owls shot well in 
the game to log 50 percent field goals 
made. In her first game back after a 
wrist injury, Prater scored six points 
in 13 minutes. 

Barnes was named SWC Co-Player 
of the Week after racking up 29 points 
and 13 rebounds against conference 
leader Texas Tech. She added 16 
points and 14 boards in Rice's upset 
win over then-undefeated A&M. 

Dunavant expects more wins this 
season. "The teams we play are 
beatable. If we shoot 40 percent, we 
can win," he said. Rice shot 50 percent 
at TCU to win and 35 percentat SMU 
to lose. 

"We've been playing better despite 
all the injuries. We only had 16 turn-
overs the last game. I'm very proud of 
the effort the team has been putting 
out" 

Center Brent Scott kept Rice in the 
ballgame despite the Owls' 17 turn-
overs and poor rebounding. He scored 
a career-high 30 points and grabbed 
12 rebounds to lead all scorers. 

Dana Hardy scored 11 points but 
turned the ball over five times while 
making no assists. Campbell saw ex-
tensive time at the point guard spot 
recording 11 points, five assists and 
three turnovers. 

"Their press had something to do 
with the turnovers. We didn't handle it 
as well as we could," Moore said. 
"Regardless, we were in a position to 
win, it We just came up short" 

Texas forward Dexter Cambridge 
made his presence felt early, scoring 
ten points in less than three minutes. 
This was his first home game since he 
returned from suspension. Guard 
Terrence Rencher also stung the Owls 
with a number of steals and clutch 
baskets, while point guard BJ. Tyler 
totalled 15 assists. 

The loss was all the more disap-
pointing coming on the heels of an 
impressive Rice victory the weekend 
before. The Owls succeeded in not 
only beating the Southern Methodist 
Mustangs 66-56, but also rediscov-
ered the intensity and excitement that 
had been extinguished by home losses 
to Texas Christian and the University 
of Houston. 

The Owls came out at the tip-off 
with nothing but winning on then-
minds. Moore, replacing David 
Holmes in the starting lineup, led an 
aggressive defense that was hungry 
for a win, limiting SMU to under 50 
percent shooting for the game. 

The game also showcased a mu ch-
improved offense led by Scott and 
forward Adam Peakes. Scott recorded 
23 points and six rebounds while 
making SMU center Greg Kinzer look 
silly. Peakes, who had dismal perfor-
mances against TCU and UH, thrilled 
the crowd with a seven point run late 
in the first half and finished with 15 
points and six for eight shooting. 

Rice allowed only six turnovers, 
and went 15-19 from the free throw 
line. The squad also shot well over 50 
percent from the field, including 
massive dunks by Peakes, Scott, and 
Scott Tynes that brought the fans to 
their feet 

After the TCU game, Thompson 
was determined not to allow another 
Autry Court embarrassment He held 
the team in the locker room after that 
loss for an hour-long lecture, and al-
tered the team's practices. The play-
ers apparently responded. 

"We were very upsetafter the TCU 
game. It was really important to show 
ourselves and our fans that we can 
compete," said Peakes. 

Moore, who had nine points and 
five assists in his first start of the 
season, was pleased with the Owls' 
game. "The difference for us was de-
fense. We played a total ballgame for 
40 minutes. The intensity level was a 
whole lot better." 

Tomorrow, Rice journeys to Waco 
to meet the Bay lor Bears in a rematch 
of their early January game in which 
the Owls won in overtime. The Bears 
are led by guard David Wesley, who 
scored 26 points against Tulsa last 
Monday. 

"This is definitely a big game. We 
have to come out and take it to Baylor 
because right now they're one of the 
hottest teams in the conference," 
Moore said. 

Thompson said that Rice is capable 
of winning such games, but needs to 
turn the intensity up a notch. "We're 
not the best team in the Southwest 
Conference, so we are going to have 
to play harder than everyone else." 
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Graham, baseball team 
debut with road victories 
Richardson, Nalepa, Johnson show off aims 

by Paul Aboech 

After a disappointing season last year, the Rice Owls (3-1) won their 
first series of the season in Edinburg against the UT-Pan American 
Broncs (1-3) at Jody Ramsey Stadium. In Wayne Graham'sdebutas head 
coach, the Owls pulled out three one-run victories on the road against a 
team that finished second in the Sunbelt conference. 

Rice played four games in back-to-back doubleheaders last weekend, 
winning the first three and dropping the fourth. Rice committed 14 errors 
and allowed 13 unearned runs in the two-game series. Pan-Am did not 
fare much better in the field as they added another 11 miscues. Much of 
the sk>ppiness could be blamed on poor field conditions and the fact that 
these were the first games of the year for both teams. 

The pitching staff did an amazing job, allowing only six earned runs 
throughout 29.0 innings for a 1.86 ERA.Threeof the four starters, Darrell 
Richardson, Marcus Nalepa, and Bo Johnson, have perfect ERA's. 

The first game of the series went into extra innings before the Owls 
put it away. In the top of the ninth inning, Donald Aslaksen recorded 
Rice's first home run of the year to put the Owls up for good, 6-5. It was 
the first time in four years that Rice has won its season opener. 

Nalepa (1-0) earned his first victory of the year, pitching 6.7 innings 
and allowing only four hits while striking out four. Second baseman 
Donald Alien committed three errors and third baseman Antonio DiGe-
sualdo added another two. 

The rally continued into the second game as the Owls put three runs 
on the board in the first inning and added another two runs in the sixth. 
Pan-Am answered back with four runs that same inning. Rice added 
another run, and the Broncs scored one more time in the bottom of the 
seventh to make the final 6-5. Bo Johnson (1-0) went the distance and 
picked up nine strike outs. 

Saturday's early game was a pitchers' duel: there were only seven total 
hitsinthegame. Starter Darrell Richardson (1-0) gotthesecond consecu-
tive complete game victory for the pitching staff as he struck out 11 
batters and surrendered only three hits. 

The victory came as Jason Ogden scored the game's only run on a 
sacrifice fiy to light field by Aslasken. Ogden had reached base on a walk 
and stole second, advancing to third on the overthrow. 

The final game of the series was a disappointment for Rice as starter 
Mike Wilson struggled early on, giving up five runs in 3.3 innings. He 
experienced some control problems, throwing four wild pitches and 
walking five batters. Brent Binder stepped in butwas no more successful 
as the Broncs walked away with a victory, 9-2. 

The series was a major success for the Owls because they won only 
four games on the road all of last season and have three quarters of that 
total already. "We were three runs away from a bad series," Graham said. 
"No one got down on themselves and quit competing, they pulled 
through," he said. 

A series against Texas A&M was scheduled to be played today and 
tomorrow but the games may be rescheduled because heavy rains earlier 
in the week left the field a mess. A&M haS not played yet this year but is 
ranked in the Top 10 in preseason polls. 

SCORE 
BOARD 

> • • • • • • • • i 

Women take fifth at LSU track meet 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL Wednesday League #1 W L 
Tuesday League W L 2 Oh L'Amour 3 0 
The Bom Squad 3 0 Boyz an' Girlz 'n the Hood 2 0 
Ball Busters 2 1 Jiba 1 2 
Macia's Machines 0 3 Bump Set, Psyche 0 2 
Sand's Slammers 0 3 Moaning & Groaning Express 0 2 
Thursday League W L Wednesday League #2 W L 
2 Widner's Walk-ons 3 0 Broken Limbs, & Dreams 3 0 
47 Maniacs 2 1 MR Pigs 2 0 
No Benchwarmers 1 2 Pwig 1 2 
Psychos 0 3 Pegs and Legs 0 2 
Playoff Results Follies 0 2 
Ballbusters d. 2 Widner's Walk-ons 28-19 Thursday League W L 

Just For Fun 3 0 
MEN'S VOLLEYBALL More of Us 2 0 
Monday League W L Velveetas 1 1 
Jackson Nine 3 0 *#!©$! 0 3 
Frogs 3 0 Crosby's Second Childhood 0 2 
Net Crashers 1 2 
Team Beer 1 3 CO-ED WALLYBALL W L 
Smack 0 3 3 Oh L'Amour 3 0 
Tuesday League W L Us 2 0 
Team Steve 3 0 Velveetas 2 1 
Ninja Hands of Death 2 1 Dead) From Above 1 2 
Jones Drunks 1 1 Hairball 1 2 
Fedoras 0 2 Rebels Without a Pause 0 2 
Ether Netters 0 2 Corner Play 0 2 
Wednesday League W L 
The Team to Beat 3 0 Men's College Soccer 
Brown Shit 2 0 Brown 4, Baker 3 
PMB's 1 1 Hanszen 2, Sid Rich 0 
Free Body Diagrams 0 2 Lovett 5, Wiess 4 (OT) 
We Don't Have a Name 0 3 GSA4,JonesO 

Will Rice 3, Brown 1 
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL 
Monday League W L Men's College Basketball 
Nuts 'n Sluts 3 0 GSA 55, Baker 32 
Frogs and Friends 3 0 Wiess 64, Will Rice 53 (OT) 
Wham, Bam, Spam 1 2 Brown 37, Sid Rich 34 
QXREEEELV 1 2 Hanszen 54, Jones 50 
0, Jack City 0 4 GSA 60, Lovett 43 0, Jack City 

Jones 55, Will Rice 39 

by John Akers 

The Rice women's track team 
placed fifth in afield of nine teams this 
past weekend at the Louisiana State 
University Tiger Indoor Classic in 
Baton Rouge against several of the top 
teams in the country. The meet was 
mainly a preparation for the upcoming 
Southwest Conference indoor track 
championships on February 14 and 15 
in Fort Worth. 

In addition to facing perennial na-
tional powerhouses such as Alabama 
and LSU, the meet's first and second 
place finishers, the Owls also went up 
against conference powers Houston 
and Texas. 

The Cougars, who are likely fa-
vorites to win the conference, finished 
third in the meet, while Texas beat 
Rice out for fourth by a mere one and 
a half points. 

Head Coach Victor Lopez felt the 
meet served notice that the girls can 
compete with the best teams in the 
country. Among the outstanding per-

formances were Michele Lynch's 
third-place finish in the 400 meters 
with a time of56.66, freshman Candace 
Lessmeister's fourth-place finish in 
the 800 meters in 2:12.81, and Marta 
Fonseca's second-place time of 17:32 
in the 5000 meters. 

The team of Chepelle Scurlock, 
Pam Brooks, Nicole Aleskowitch, and 
Lessmeister garnered a second-place 
finish in the 4x800 relay with a time of 
9:16.75. 

In field events, Yvette Haynes won 
the triple jump with a leap of 40' 4 1/ 
4", and Sonia Henry was a close third 
at 39 3H. Haynes also achieved a per-
sonal best in the 55 meter hurdles 
with a time of 8.3 seconds 

Many of the team members will be 
looking to follow the lead of Ail-
American triple jumper Claudia 
Haywood by qualifying for the NCAA 
indoor championship meet later in 
the season. Shelly Northover and 
Nicole Wright are hoping to qualify 
for the 55 meter dash, and Valerie 
Tolloch could make it for the shot put 
even though she has specialized in 

the javelin until recently. 
Lopez pointed out that the team is 

fairly young and that some specific 
areas still need improvement "Our 
sprinters need to work on their starts, 
and the technical events still need 
some teaching," he sakL He stressed 
that the team needed to continue to 
face strong competition in order to be 
fully prepared for the conference 
championships 

This need should be met this com 
ing weekend as the team travels to 
Oklahoma City for the Daily OW> 
homa Track Classic, a huge meet in-
volving up to 32 teams. Lopez said that 
it is the best indoor track meet in the 
nation, and that the younger mem-
bers of the team will gain some valu-
able competitive experience from it 

After Oklahoma, the Lady Owls 
will be moving on to the SWC champi-
onships in Fort Worth, February 14-
15. Last year the team ended up a 
distant fifth, their worst finish in 11 
years, but Lopez said that "much of 
that was due to injuries and girls not 
being able to compete." 

Key men sit out, rest for upoming races 
by Lynanne Foster 

The Rice men's track team faced 
the tough competition at Louisiana 
State University last week without a 
few key runners. Ail-American athletes 
Gabriel Luke and Kareem Streete-
Thompson sat out as well as provi-
sional qualifier James Brown. 

Coach Steve Straub said the LSU 
meet was very tough and competitive, 
and included nine teams which will 
place in the top twenty at nationals 

Luke, a senior, took last week off to 
train for upcoming competitions At 
Oklahoma City this week, he will at-
tempt to qualify in the 400 meters. He 

is already going to nationals in the 200 
meters and has provisionally qualified 
in the 4x400 meter relay. 

Returning from a knee injury, 
Streete-Thompson has two meets left 
to qualify for the national meet in the 
long jump. "Hopefully IH qualify for 
nationals this week, but I dont want to 
put too much pressure on myself," he 
said 

He holds the Rice outdoor record 
of 2& 6.5M and the all-time world junior 
bestunderany conditions at 27 6.75". 
When asked how far he planned to 
jump tomorrow, he grinned and re-
plied, "That's a secret" This will be 
his first indoor meet 

Brown, who is a provisional qualh 

Intramural 
Announcements 
Co-ed Softball will begin Saturday, 
February 8. Please check with your 
team captain for dates, times and, fields. 

The winners of the Schick 3 on 3 
basketball tournament were Bom Squad 
#2 composed of Laura Boms (Wiess), 
Kara Kane (Hanszen), Kristi Koch 
(Hanszen), and Kim Neuscheller 
(Hanszen) in the women's competition 
and In Your Face, composed of Shane 
Hollas (Lovett), Greg WUlig (Hanszen), 
Trevor Cobb (Jones), and John Wesley 
(Sid Richardson) in the men's Both 
teams will compete in the Regional 
Tournament in San Antonio this 
Saturday, February 8. 

Forfeit fees from jail sports are still 
available. Call Lisa to pick up your fees. 
2856398. 

fier in both the 200 meters and the 
4x400 meter relay, will compete thus 
week after sitting out because of an 
ankle injury. He leads off for the relay-
team, which also includes Brian 
Bronson, George Alexander, and 
Luke 

Alexander said, "We1Ve got a really 
good chance of automatically qualify-
ing" for nationals 

Bronson, a freshman, "got 
knocked around in the quarter," ac-
cording to Straub, but won the fast 
heat However, his 48.55 time placed 
second overall. Chris Caldwell also 
won his heat but placed second in the 
800 meters with a 1:53.39. 

Ivory Angelk) placed third in the 
triple jump after taking only two of six 
possible jumps because of a sore 
quadriceps muscle He is a freshman 
who already has a school record of 48* 
9". 

Kevin Irwin, who holds the school 
record in the 5000 meters with a 
14:34.5, ran his first meet of the sea 
son and will not travel this week in 
order to prepare for the conference 
meet 

"This is going to be an important 
meetforus," Straub said oftomorrow's 
meet the Daily Oklahoman Indoor 
Classic at Oklahoma City. "I'm not 
going to push everybody to their lim-
its this weekend," because the next 
meet will be the conference champi-
onships. 

Some runners will be trying to 
qualify for nationals tomorrow. Straub 
said that the team has a "better ch anee 
to score at nationals than at confer-
ence," so those that qualify are train-
ing to peak for the NCAA Indoor 
Championships on March 13-14. 

Houston 
Bicycle 
Center 

(Formerly S. Blvd. Bicycles) 

Tune-Up Special 
$25 Reg. $45 

Includes: actfustment of 
gears, brakes, head set, Oc 
bottom bracket, as well as 

tuning 8c wheel lublng. 

Overhaul Special 
$60 Reg. $85 

Includes: all tune-up 
services plus new bearings 

8c cables. 

10% of f new bikes! 
w/Rice ID 

2419-C South Blvd. 
326-6196 
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Rugby wins, lacrosse loses as club teams kick off spring season 
Texas Rugby Union 
champions start title 
defense with two wins 

by Marilyn Moore 

The Rice rugby club enters the 
second half of its 1991-92 season with 
a record of 14-3 overall, and 8-0 in cup 
matches. The Owls, who won last 
year'sTexas Rugby Union Champion-
ships and finished the season with a 
22-8 record, will travel to College Sta-
tion in two weeks to participate in the 
Collegiate tournamentaround-robin, 
single elimination tournament 

Rice is seeded first in a field of 
twelve teams which includes Texas 
A&M, Texas, Houston, Stephen F. 
Austin, Southwest, South Houston, 
University of Dallas, Texas Tech, SL 
Mary's, University of St Thomas, and 
Southern Methodist The winner will 
go on to the Western Region Playoffs, 
and the winner of the Regional Tour-
nament will go on to the Final Four 
sometime in May. 

The Collegiate Tournament is one 
of two major tournaments in which 
the Owls hope to excel this season. 
The other is the Texas Rugby Union 
Championships, which is scheduled 
to take place on April 4. Based on then-
cup record s, the four best teams in the 

state are invited to this tournament 
and the Rice Ruggers are looking to 
defend their title this year. 

Boasting a solid stating lineup and 
a new coaching staff. Rice began the 
season with high expectations. Robby 
Healy of Argentina and Paul Quilky of 
Australia came to Rice from the 
Houston Rugby Club, replacing 
Duncan Rossi ter as coach. Ross iter, 
who coached the Owls for two years, 
returned to New Zealand at the end of 
last season. 

In addition to their coaching duties 
at Rice, Healy continues to act as coach 
of the Houston Rugby Club, while 
Quilky plays fly-half for the team. The 
pair, as well as their coaching philoso-
phy, are very popular with the players. 

Rice entered the season with eight 
returning starters, including Jason 
Hardin and Matt Roberts, who were 
named to the Western Region Team 
last year. Other returning starters in-
clude Chris Hearn, Ramzi Nassar, 
Steve MacLennan, Lance Haines, Dan 
Gargiuk), and Bob Bifulco. 

Chris Ritchie, Steve Almrud, and 
Jason Ockerman also returned this 
year to move into the starting lineup, 
and the starting field is rounded out by 
Jim Arrcada, Tod Wood, and Troy 
Th acker. 

Last weekend the team traveled to 
the University of Houston knowing 
they had a lot to lose and some fine-
tuning to do for College Station. This 
was evident as the Owls pulled out a 

win, albeit in a sloppy fashion. 
From the kickoffthe Cougars came 

out tackling hard, and the Rice back-
line was shutdown. Although the for-
ward peck managed to win most of 
their own ball in the scrums, they 
didntdominate against the largerpack 
as they did the week before against 
Texas. The UH forwards managed to 
drive the Owls a couple of times and 
their backs ran hard at the defense. 

Eventually Rice managed to put 
the first points on the board as center 
Bifulco took the ball in from about 20 
yards out after the Owls marched down 
the field. 

It was to be the only try of the game 
for Rice as the offense was denied any 
more points by a hard-tackling Hous-
ton team. The half ended with Rice up 
7-0, the other three points coming on 
aNassar penalty kick with time almost 
out 

The second half was sloppy, with 
lots of penalties, banged heads, and 
faring tempers. Houston managed to 
pull to within threewhen their backline 
caught Rice down a man and ran the 
ball in. The Owls bounced back, how-
ever, and got nine points on three 
Nassar kicks in a 15 minute span to 
put the game away. The game ended 
in a 164 victory for the Owls. 

Rice expected more after defeat-
ing UT 42-0 the previous weekend in a 
four try performance by Bifulco. They 
play Sam Houston State at the rugby 
field Saturday at 2 p.m. 

Lacrosse team gets 
off to poor start as 
Owls fall to Coors 

by Theo Mallinson 

This year's Rice lacrosse team 
hopes to achieve the success they did 
last year, when they finished second 
in the conference behindTexasA&M. 
Contributing to this goal are many 
factors, according to Darrell Whitley, 
vice president of the club and defen-
sive captain. 

Only two seniors departed from 
the team last year, and the addition of 
several freshmen who played in high 
school has strengthened the club. 

Key returning players include 
Chris Arntzen, president of the club 
and a goalie many on the team con-
sider the best in the Southwest Con-
ference; midfielder Lanham Napier, 
who serves as the club's treasurer, 
Adam Kinsey, also a midfielder, Peter 
Kipp, midfielder and co-coach; and 
Dan Suh, one of the team's attack 
men. 

Last weekend, Rice played against 
Coors, a Houston area club team that 
has a reputation of being one of the 
best teams around. Coors beat A&M 
last year when the Aggies were the 
number one team in the conference. 

Nevertheless, Rice took an impres-
sive 30 lead in the first quarter. This 
was due to a crisp passing offense and 
solid defense from the Rice players. 

Rice hoped to make the contest 
into a running game, in which they 
would have the advantage over the 
older Coors players. However, a rule 
disparity agreed upon by both teams 
allowed the visitors to play with five 
defenders. 

Another rule difference negated a 
club rule the Wee players were used 
to, namely, the ten second rule This 
allows ten seconds for defenders to 
clear the ball from their area. 

With five defenders and no time 
limit on passing in the backfield, the 
Coors defense overcame Rice's efforts 
to force errors. 

A third hurdle for the Rice offense 
was the fact that the Coors' goalie is a 
former All-American. All this proved 
to be too much for Rice in the end, as 
Coors won the match by a score of 12-& 

Rice has overcome a number of 
obstacles in becoming the team they 
are. For instance, the club is entirety 
taught by students, in sharp contrast 
to teams like the Aggies, who have a 
head coach. 

Next weekend should be another 
tough one for the lacrosse club be-
cause they must play not only Coors, 
but also Texas A&M and another 
Houston club with a good reputation, 
City West 

The most reusable piece of plastic on campus. 

^^ATil isdJtny ( 

B3b odo bisD nil j The AT&T Calling Card w ill never go to waste. You can use it to make a call from almost 

anywhere to anywhere. Once you have one. you'll never need to apply for another. It's the least expensive way 

to call state-to state on AT&T when you can't dial direct. • And now you could also get 10% back on all 

the long distance calls you make with your card* • Of course when you use your Calling Card, you'll 

always be connected to the reliable service you've come to expect from AT&T. • So, as you see, there's 

only one way to de sc r ibe the AT&T Calling Card in today's col lege env i ronment . Ind i spensab le . 

Get an AT&T Calling Card today. Call 1 800 654-0471 Ext. 9728. 

• Must make asl least $30 worth of ATM Long Distant <• calls w th your ATM Card pet quarter Calls covered by special AT&T 
pricing plans are not included 

't 1992 AT AT 

AT&T 
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You are about to embark on an exciting 
journey into the realm of Cryptic (or some-
times called British-style) Crossword Puzzle 
solving! The challenge of this style of cross-
word is in deciphering the clues, which are 
governed by these rules: 

1. Each clue consists of two (or more) 
separate clues placed side by side and dis-
guised to read like a sentence so that it is 
difficult to determine where one clue ends 
and the next begins. Each such clue defines 
the solution although not always in the usual 
manner of crossword clues. 

2. No words have been added to the clues 
to make the sentence's surface sense read 
better, except an occasional equating type 
word placed between the clues. 

3. One of the clues is usually a straightfor-
ward definition type of clue. Additional dues 
may be ofvarious types ofword-gaming such 
as anagrams, reversals, rebuses, ambiguous 
definitions, puns, charades, etc. 

4. All clues of Oie word-gaming type have 
an appropriate indicator word that hints at 
the type of deception being committed. 

Example: 
Clue: Warrior sounds happy he consumed 

female (9). 
Solution: GLADIATOR 
Explanation: "Warrior" - gladiator; the in-

dicator word "sounds" is a hint to sound out 
the words 'glad he ate her" (happy he con-
sumed female) which - gladiator (9 letters). 
Typical Indicator Words 
ANAGRAMS: stirred, shaken, mixed up, 

ACROSS 
1 Anguished about a radical haircut (10) 
7 Leaders of Secret Police adore sauna. (3) 
10 Turn around Dmitri, I'm out of soO. (4) 
11 Made a verbal rental agreement with a 
minimal term. (5) 
12 Somewhere, in a dream, a zebra's in a 
labyrinth. (4) 
13 Louse up a sound weave. (3) 
14 Cherokee, Navajo, Mohican & Erie chiefs, 
by the noises they make, spot the foe. (4 
*3,5) 
16 Repeated an advance. (5) 
18 Sings Christmas tunes belonging to Ms. 
Lombard. (6) 
20 Picked up pins that were left standing 
around saved someone from a painful expe-
rience. (6) 
22 Noah built and stocked a box. (3) 
23 Missing our letters throughout mix-up is 
a result of productive thinking. (7) 
24 Net left equals x. (3) 
25Suntannerliesoutfrontofone of Sherlock 
Holme's Villes. (6) 
28 Desire to climb up a church steeple (6) 
29 Write twisted poems concerning salt (5) 
30 Mi's. Howard and Reagan hidden inside 
iron shed. (4) 
34. A land of anger. (3) 
35 A weird itch comes before a chat (4) 
37 Ollie generously imprisons a feudal lord. 
(5 ) 

38 Sent back from head of nail to arboreal 
avian abode. (4) 
39 Secured on tog backwards. (3) 
40 Putting squeeze on to recompose, spur 
singer. (10) 

DOWN 
2 Lies deranged on tropical property. (4) 
3 Catch abent part. (4) 
4 Sex art scandalized newspaper editions. 
(6) 
5 Add up a few things aloud. (3) 
6 Nutty Don sez things 24,36,72 times. (6) 
7 On audible, he hikes the ball for troubled 
*Ninen and breaks the rules. (6) 
8 Precise meat cut, with no butt (4) 
9 Exchange neat, neat CD for record of 
"Students In Class." (10) 
15 Travel to the right of a famous star. (4) 
17 Upsetting, just sad, what a baseball pitcher 
does with his balls. (7) 
18 Have difficulty climbing over shellfish 
beside a northern sea. (10) 
19 His head jumps in late to build a spinning 
machine. (5) 
21 The phrenologist feels these tapes are 
garbled. (5) 
24 Go on vacation journey in fall (4) 
26 Keeps an estate holding one with the 
most sound mental condition. (6) 
27 Get back on board ocean liner amongst 
whores, hippies. (6) 
28 Moseys to Crazy Mabel's. (6) 
31 Tasty cookie hidden inside store office. 
(4) . 
32 Inheritor confused without it, Ron. (4) 
33 Control some deer before force of noisy 
shower. (4) 
36 Peg is driving Spot to a bar. (3) 

strangely, bananas, etc. 
REVERSALS: back, over, left, in retrospect, 
etc. 
CONTAINERS: words "holding*otherwords 
and words "being held" by other words-
grabs, includes, bites, owns, sandwiches, 
etc.; lives in, interrupts, parts, divides, inside, 
cuts through, etc. 
HOMOPHONES: sounds like, heard, ut-
tered, states, etc 
HIDDEN WORDS: in, part of, masks, con-
ceals, covers, etc. 
LETTERS: first letter of a word—head, capi-
tal, initially, etc.; last letter of a word- tail, 
back, closer, finally, etc.; center letters of a 
word—center, heat, middle, interior, etc.; 
adding or subtracting letters—out o£ added 
to, pieced, snipped, inserted, into, etc 

year toe mean business! 

GRADUATE 
STUDENT 
MEN AND 
WOMEN! 

IF YOU CAN RIDE, WE WANT YOU. 
IF YOU CAN CHUG, WE WANT YOU. 

IF YOU WANT TO WIN, WE WANT YOU. 
If you are a graduate student, and you think that you can help the GSAteam win this year's Beer-Bike race 
as a biker, a chugger, an alternate, or even as pit crew — contact one of our Team Captains, or come to 
one of our Chug practices (Fridays. 5:00 pm at Valhalla). If you bike competitively, come compete for the 
glory of all graduate students. If you're a Rice Alum, don't bike for your college's alumni team come ride 
with the best. If you're not sure you're good enough, come to us — we'll make you good enough. 

Make this year the second-proudest moment In GSA history. 
Chug Captains: Purvez Captain (ECON, 667-8959 or x2304) 

Bill Viereck (REU, 668-3659) 
Bike Captain: Reinhard von Hanxleden (COMP, 520-0536 or e-mail 

reinhard@rice.edu) 

GSA BEER-BIKE T-SHIRT DESIGN COMPETITION 
At the Thursday, February 20 GSA meeting, the GSA Council will select a design for the 1992 Beer-Bike shirt. 
The winning design will receive $50 and will be proudly displayed by all GSA team members and fans. 
Designs should be done in black ink on good-quality paper — the design must be single-color. Designs may 
be submitted through GSA council representatives or brought to the meeting. Only completed designs will 
be considered, and the design must be present at the meeting on the 20th. For more information, contact 
DirkValk (SPAC, X 2 6 5 3 ) . 

Willy's Pub 
Goes 

Country 

Western 
Wednesday, February 12th 

{ 

g o 

Sponsored By 

. T H E . 

EDUCATIONAL GROUP 

k 664-7200 

mailto:reinhard@rice.edu
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THE 

AIDS Awareness Week 

plus Dating, Mating, and Hating 
Friday, • BSD Gospel Conceit 
February 7 • Baseball vs. Texas MM, 2 p.m. 

• Women's Tennis vs. UT-Pan American, 2 p.m. 
• Men's a Women's Indoor Track at DaHy Oklahoman Classic. 
• Brawn Chocolate TG. 
• Lovett College Night, Back to Your High School Prom. 
• Will Wee Tower Party. Go Julia! 

Saturday, • Baseball vs. Texas MM, noon. 
February 8 • Women's Basketball vs. Baylor, 7 p.m. 

• Men's Basketball at Baylor, noon. 
• Brown Film, The Moppet Movie, 7,9, & 11 atChem Lec,$1. 
• Baker party: "I want to go higher to the SPRING JAM '92." 

Monday, • Men's Basketball at Sartfotd, 7:30 p.m. 
February 10 *Women&AIDS: learn about the shocking risks from a Houston 

AIDS Foundation speaker at 7:30 in Physics HaK 212. 
• Rice Forum: "What is 'Art?* 10:30 p.m. at the Coffeehouse. 

Tuesday • Baseball vs. Sam Houston St.. 4 p.m. 
February 11 • Women's Basketball at Sam Houston St, 7:30 p.m. 

* 

Wednesday, • Coffeehouse Black History Month Evening of Song & Poetry. 
February 12 * Women's Basketball vs. UT, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, • Just Say Know. Play, readings, A song sponsored by GALOR, 
February 13 the Office of Health Education, & the AIDS Foundation of 

Houston, at the Coffeehouse. 

Friday, • WRC Art Show & TG, 4-7 p.m. Performance pieces including 
February 14 "Marriage* by HART 206 professor Dr. Joseph Manca 

More Backpage on page 23 misclass 
SOSC 102; 
"We'retalking seriously boringherc." 
—Dr. Wilson 
Hang in there, sophomore SE's and 
archi's! 

Seen in MATLAB: 
»fuck 
Your place or mine? 
»quit 
No flops. 

"You shouldn't shoot arrows like 
Brownian motion of a random-
number generator, or you're going 
to shoot yourself in the rear." 

—MASC460 

Best Hans 101 (sign language) joke: 
"A man walked into a bar. Ow." 

The Race turns to near-beer classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

JUNIOR WITH OWN CAR FOR LIGHT 
office work. 3 to 6 houm per week. 
Flexible work time. $6 per hour. 871-
8070. 

PRIVATE TUTORING for afi subjects 
and levels. Day, evening, and weekend 
sessions abailaMe. Don't get caught be-
hind! Call now! Houston Scholastic Ser-
vices, 666-9800. 

SEEKING MATURE INDIVIDUALS 
OVER 21 for Head Chaperone and 
Chaperone positions. Dormitory super-
vision and transport to studios. Head 
Chaperone will manage 4 chapennes. 
June 22-July 31. Experience necessary. 
Send resume and references; Houston 
Ballet Academy, P.O.B. 130487, 
Houston, TX 77219-0487 before Feb-
ruary 28, 1992. 

FREE ROOM AND BOARD in exchange 
for a responsible female student to 
babysit two young children. Flexible 
hours-evenings A weekends. 850-8941. 

COLLEGE REP WANTED to distribute 
"Student Rate" subscription cards at 
this campus. Good income. For infor-
mation and application write to: COL-
LEGIATE MARKETING SERVICES, 
P.O. Box 1436, Mooresvflle, NC 28115 

500-1000CAMP POSrriONS available. 
Staff Referral Services provides a net-
work at camps, now hiring; from the 
"Keys" to Wise.-Minn. One application 
roaches all camps. Applications at Ca-
reer Services. 

840,000/YRl READ BOOKS and TV 
Scripts. Fill out simple "like/don't like" 
form. EASY! Fun, relaxing at home, 
beach, vacations. Guaranteed paycheck. 
FREE 24 Hour Recording 801-379-
2925 Copyright «TX25KEB 

MISCELLANEOUS 
DEAR KRISTA, 

Unbelievable visiting our first port, 
Caracas, Venezuela, on Semester at 
Sea. Already the world has changed and 
we are not yet across a major ocean. 
That will change when we sail for 
Capetown, South Africa w/ Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu on board next week 

Hope you will make time to see 
Ellen Kolovos on Feb. 14th. She will be 
at Rice in the Ley Student Center, Meyer 
Conference Room, 1-2 p.m. and can 
tell you much more about the voyage 
plans for next year. 
Miss you! Love, Brian. 

ANSWERING SERVICE has part lime 
operator positions available, days, eve 
ningi and weekends, 40 wpm, good 
communication skills, must be reliable. 
Call 535-3998. 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE NEEDED for 
boy and girl, 8 and 5 years old, M-F 
from 3 until 6 PM. Some meal prepa-
ration. Occasional weekend and evening 
sitting too. Room and kitchen privileges 
available. Call 862-1504 or 526-7783 
(eve). 

YOU SING RECORDING STUD I OS and 
video studios in Astroworid is seeking 
managers A staff for the 1992 park 
season. Managers are paid salary plus 
commission. Staff pay starting at $4.25 
phis bonus. Outgoingpersonalltya must) 
Cafl 827-4422 for an application A 
appointment 

FINANCIAL PLANNING OFFICE in 
Galleria area needs student to work part 
time. Must have general office experi-
ence, some computer knowledge, and 
ability to work without supervision. $5/ 
hr. Angela, 629-1534. 

FOR SALE/RENT 
GARAGE APARTMENT for rati in great 
neighborhood. $460 per month bilk 
paid. Four rooms plus access to washer 
and dryer. Room for one car to be 
parked on the street Great babysitting 
opportunities also. Melissa: 667-0221. 

1 * 1 - 3 . Whether you believe this or 
not, come to the first meeting of the 
newtyformed Rice University Math Club, 
Wednesday, February 12 at 10 p.m. at 
the Coffeehouse. Questions? Call Ashley 
Reiter ® 630-8019. 

WANTED WANTED WANTED 
wits, wags, and regular rooteni for the 

RICE BASEBALL TEAM 
Home games against all SWC schools: 
A&M Feb. 7-8 
Texas Feb. 14-15 
Houston March 6-7 
Tech March 27-28 
Baylor April 3-4 
TCU April 17-18 

100% WOOLTUX. silk shawl coDer, 39 
jacket, 32 pants. 9125. Never rentagain! 
Cafl Dave, 524-7440. 

GARAGE APT. for rent 1 utile to Rice/ 
Med Cti $375 a month, no bills. New 
paint, carpet Leave message 528-4588. 

ADOPTION: Caucasian couple prays 
for the music of a newborn's cry. Let us 
help each other. YouH know your baby 
will be loved and cared for and we'll 
become a complete family. Please call 
Carl A Ilene collect after 6:30 p.m. 
215-724-6624. 

"I AM" Ascended Master Instruction 
Free weekly 30 minute 

telephone broadcasts 590-7231. 

N'o'doull's: no dice notes & notices 
ADOPT A PIECE OF RAINFOREST 
through the Environmental Club next 
week $35 per acre, $ 18 per 1 /2 acre, 
or adopt a fraction! 

DATING, HATING, AND MATING and 
Aids Awareness Week: 
•"INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO 
KNOW": Tues, Feb 11,7:30 p.m. in SH 
301. Everything you wanted to know 
about sex...and CAN aald Student forum 
to diacusa love, friendahip, dating, un-
derstanding the same or opposite sex— 
join in the discussion! Sponsored by the 
Rice Counseling Center and the Office 
of Residence Life. 
•"CAN WE TALK? Communication Is 
sues for Heterosexuals." Thurs, Feb. 
13 st 7:30 p.m. in the WRC PDR. 
Houston's CassandraThomae, talk show 
veteran, and atudent facilitator Tyan 
Parker by to encrease the efltedctriveness 
and dialogue between the sexes. Spon-
sored fay the same aa above. 
•"CAN WE TALK? Communication is-
sues for homosexuals," Thurs, Feb 13 
st 7:30p.m. in the 2nd floor RMC con-
ference room. Ken Anctil from the 
Montrose Couseting Center and student 
facilitators Cory West and Steve 
Sachitano discuss relationship issues 
for homosexual atudenta and faculty. 

THE RACE!!!!!!!! Any college wishing to 
enters team in THE RACE must send a 
representative tcf the Pub Wed, Feb 
12th st 11 p.m. for a meeting to finalize 
teams that will be participating. 

JAMFEST RETURNS to Wless. Call Dave 
Roberts at 630-8787 for info. 

rafting and camping at BIG BEND oyer 
midterm break. All welcome. Call 
Rameen (630-8103) or Sarah (528-
0828)ASAP. 

GRADUATING SENIORS and grad stu-
dents: apply by 2 / 7 for year's internship 
at French university A companies. See 
Academic Advising re. Jean Monnet 
program. Scientific and/or European 
atudiea backgrounds, as well as FVench. 

LEARN LATIN AMERICAN DANCES 
free, Saturday, 3-4 p.m. in the Hanazen 
Commons with Clubo Iberamericano. 

MAJORS DAY. Feb. 14, 12:30-2:30, 
Grand Ball room, RMC. Seal your fate by 
choosing a major, not a Valentine. 

SEMESTER AT SEA information and 
video session on Friday, Feb. 14 from 1 -
2 p.m. in the Meyer Conference Room, 
RMC. 

WHAT IS ECOFEMINISM? Help us 
learn. Join the Rice Women's Alliance, 
Monday at 10p.m. in the Miner Lounge, 
RMC. 

RICE REPUBLICANS meeting. SH 307, 
Thursday, Feb. 6 at 7:30 p.m. 

STUDY ABROAD DEADLINE for Fall 
1992 through the Federation of Ger-
man/American Clubs, the Wurzburg 
Exchange, or 1 «n<n«tw Flfhun^ h 
Feb. 21. The extended deadline for the 
Swarthmore Exchange !• Feb. 14. Come 
to Academic Advising for help and/or 
information. 

Best Thresher staff relatives' names: 
Euryheaand Harmony Love Speciale. 

And remember, the Garden Weasel® 
makes a perfect gift. 

"You're gonna have to bring a step 
ladder and run quick...They also 
have a tendency to turn around and 
bite things..." 
—Sex with Chad, regarding Camels 

CIV1306: 
"Rather than refer to failure,' the 
term limit factor* is preferred." 

Top 10 ways of getting rid of Wesley 
on Star Trek: the Next Generation. 

Ask a Trekkie. 

Best new press release headline sent 
to the Thresher. 
"Firstof Diaper ServiceVans Hits the 
Streets of Houston." 

Note: 
The creator of the crossword puzzle is 
offering a $5 cash prize to the first 
person to submit a correct solution. 

Blind Mice by M. Wasz 

In an interview with a University of 
Oklahoma football recruit 
"Yeah, the choice was really hard, 
but it boiled down to the fact that 
OU's chemistry department is just 
better than A&M's." 

student-run lecture series project con-
tact Jeff at 526-8816. 

RICE UNIVERSITY Concert Band A 
Jazz Ensemble, Wed, Feb. 12,8 p.m. in 
the Grand Hall, RMC. FREE. 

CAREER SERVICES: 
• Business Etiquette Dinner, 
Farnsworth Pavilion, 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 
10. Lean tips on dining with recruit-
ers. Sign up now at SCS. Cost: $8. 
• Careers in Non-Profit Organizations, 
with Barbara Link of Citizen's Environ-
mental Coalition, 7p.rn.onFeb.il , SH 
305. 
• Texaa Job Fair, all day Feb. 12 in the 
Grand hall, RMC. Arrange Interviews 
for 2/131 
• What Do I Do With a Major In Math, 
Feb. 12 at 4 p.m. in the CSC Confer-
ence Room, 2nd Floor RMC. 
• Great Ideas You Never Thought of for 
Your Flrat Year Out of College, CSC 
Conference Room, 2nd Floor RMC, 7 
p.m. on Feb. 13. 
• Career Discovery Weekend: CSC and 
the Career Advisors will sponsor a re-
treat on Friday, March 6—Sat March 7 
at a local camp site. Explore Career 
options! Meet new friends! Get away for 
the weekend! All students invited! Ask 
you Career Advisor or CSC for info. 
Application deadline is Prl, Feb. 21. 
$10 cost includes meals. 

TRADmONAL BARN DANCE w/ live 
band Sunday, Feb. 9, 6-9 p.m. in the 
Jones Commons. Caaual Attire—no 
experience or partner needed. $1 for 
atudenta, 664-3720 for info. 

IT'S MOT FAIR, WE 'RE\ 

BORN into THIS WORLD 

SO SMALL, SO A/AKED> 

SO DEFENSELESS. 

.. AND JUST MEN YOU 
START TO ENJOY LIN 
SOME CAT COMES ALONG 

CHOMP 
YOU RE DEAD. 
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March 21st GMAT 
Free Preview 

The Princeton Review will be holding a 
free preview seminar for the GMAT on 

Wednesday, Feb. 12th at 7:30pm. 
Come learn how students all across the 
country have raised their scores by an 

average of 80 points! 
Classes for the March GMAT begin 

February 15th. 

Call to reserve a seat. 

688-5500 THE 
PRINCETON 
REVIEW 

We Score More' 
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Saturday, Baker Commons, 10:00 - 2:00 
Free! 

THE OUTDOORS CLUB win be hiking, PERSONS INTERESTED in forking on 


