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Visiting student journalists from 7 countries discuss summit 

THE SUMMIT SEVEN 
Note: For its coverage of the 1990 

Economic Summit, the Thresher has 
gathered student journalists from 
throughout the United States and 
around the world. "The Summit 
Seven," which includes perspectives 
from student journalists from each of 
the G-7 countries, will be a regular 
feature in f/t<? Thresher summit issues 
published this week. 

Great Britain 
Handshakes are no longer news. 

Back in the mid-1980s when Reagan 
and Gorbachev began talking, Brit-
ain watched eagerly for signs of a 
Cold War thaw: every nuance of lan-
guage was analyzed, every smile 
discussed. Each new handshake 
helped us breathe a little easier. 
Good news had been hard to come 

by. 
But now summits are old hat Just 

in the last fortnight we have had the 
Economic Community in Dublin and 
NATO in London: more photo-op-
portunities, friendly words, bland 
communiques. Gorbachev and 
Mandela have passed through. 
Peace and friendship are rather 
taken for granted these days. 

So no offence to Houston, but 55 
out of 56 million Brits are probably 
very indifferent to the G7 summit 
Vital discussions are taking place, 
behind closed doors. Handshakes in 
themselves are no longer news. 

—Jonathan Marshall, Oxford 
University 

Rice's Fondren Library before... 
iPssil 

and after 

Rice shows its face (lift) to world 
By Lorie List 
Rice University 

Rice University students who 
have spent the past few years of 
their lives familiarizing them-
selves with the intricacies of the 
campus would have a hard time 
finding their way around now 
without a specially designed 
summit directory. 

Many of the changes are obvi-
ous: new flower beds, added side-
walks, doorway plaques reading 
Federal Republic of Germany, 

posts and ropes sectioning off areas, 
and brightly colored flags flying eve-
rywhere. The more subtle changes, 
however, such as fresh coats of paint, 
a small white bench where there was 
none before, or a slighUy altered 
entrance could make one question 
his or her memory as to exactly what 
is different 

Employees, volunteers and those 
simply caught in the crossfire have 
worked for the past several months 
to make sure that not even the small-
est details have been overlooked in 
transforming Rice University into a 
temporary world stage. 

Since January 26, when Rice 
was designated as the location of 
the summit meeting, Rice offi-
cials, student volunteers, the 
State Department and many 
other organizations have worked 
together to make necessary lo-
gistical changes across campus 
as well as aesthetic changes 
deemed necessary to create the 
appropriate atmosphere for an 
event bringing together the G7 
world leaders. 

Vice President of Student Af-
fairs Ronald Stebbings called 

SEE RXE, PAGE 4 

Japan 
Because Japan has the greatest 

economic power in the world, ex-
cepting perhaps the United States, 
the world naturally expects Japan to 
play her part in world economic af-
fairs. But Japan has not yet met the 
expectations of the world. 

Many Japanese think it is neces-
sary to aid Eastern Europe, but for 
Japan, it is more necessary to sup-
port Third World countries in Africa 
and Asia. Only Japan represents 

Asia at the Economic Summit, and 
this is one important position for 
Japan to represent 

On the other hand, it goes with-
out saying that one of the important 
purposes of the economic summits 
has been to involve Japan in the ac-
tivities of the United States and the 
European countries. There has been 
a wall separating Japan from the 
others at the economic summits. 
Sooner or later, Japan should make 

SEE SEVEN, PAGE 5 

NATO leaders set mood 
for Economic Summit 
By Randy L. Udavcak 
Carnegie Mellon University 

The two-day NATO summit in 
London last week helped set the 
stage for this week's Economic Sum-
mit of Industrialized Nations, as both 
summits center around the theme of 
responding to the demands of a new 
Europe. 

Of particular importance is the 
question of assistance to the Soviet 
Union. While the allied nations 
pledged their desire to assist Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev's efforts 
at reform, they have so far avoided di-
rect economic assistance—due in 
large part to objections raised by the 
United States and the United King-
dom. 

Both President Bush and British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
have raised doubts about the useful-
ness of grants to the U.S.S.R., citing 
what they feel is a need for major 
reforms in the Soviet economy prior 
to any investment of foreign capital. 

The rationale employed in this 
portion of the NATO discussion is 
analogous to discussion surround-
ing the new Latin American aid pro-

posal recently unveiled by President 
Bush. Under the new third world 
plan, eligible nations must enact 
"strong programs for reform" to re-
ceive economic assistance. Both aid 
to the Soviets and to Latin America 
are likely to be discussed further in 
the economic summit negotiations. 

The issue of Soviet economic-
assistance comes out of the much 
larger theme of redefined relations 
between the U.S.S.K. and the West, 
which has placed NATO at a histori 
cal crossroad. The member nations 
of the 41-year-old organization 
agreed that NATO must adapt its 
structure to better address different 
military and political needs in the 
wake of the changes taking place in 
Eastern Europe. 

"NATO must become an institu-
tion where Europ>eans, Canadians, 
and Americans work together not 
only for the common defense, but to 
build new partnerships with all the 
nations of Europe," read the pro-
posal, which further stressed the 
desire among the members of NATO 
to reach a formal policy of non-ag 
gression with the Warsaw Pact na-
tions by means of a "joint-declaration 
in which we solemnly state that we 
are no longer adversaries." 

7 nations may open 
purses to change world 
By Stephanie Hirsch 
Swarthmore College 
and Amy Keener 
Rice University 

The seven leaders assembled for 
this week's economic summit will 
debate aid packages for Eastern bloc 
countries in response to democrati-
zation of the Eastern Europ>ean na-
tions, economists predict 

Many commentators hope, that 
the leaders will negotiate reductions 
of trade barriers and review environ-
mental issues at this 16th Economic 
Summit of Industrialized Nations, 
although some suspect that the 
summit will produce few tangible 
results. 

Following precedent set at last 
year's summit in Paris, the leaders 

may extend economic assistance to 
communist countries who have 
taken steps toward democratization. 

Last year the leaders supported 
Poland and Hungary's democratiza-
tion with financial assistance. This 
year rapid political changes in East 
ern Europe have produced addi-
tional requests for aid, forcing the 
industrialized nations to decide how 
to allocate funds to support these 
nations. 

The leaders will also consider 
reducing agricultural trade barriers, 
which have been discussed in the 
Uruguay Round of General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
talks. A decrease in trade regulations 
would allow Latin American coun-
tries that depend on exporting agri-
cultural goods to compete more effi-

SEE TRADE. PAGE 6 
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bummit coverage has 
been anything but hot 

With the hordes of media personnel the summit has drawn, 
one might think reporters would be unearthing some captivat-
ing and important stories. Nope. All the media wants is a pretty 
— or shocking — picture. 

Yesterday's Houston Chronicle splashed a picture of police 
in riot gear confronting irate citizens during yesterday's KKK 
march, and photos of another conflict and a flag-burning were 
plastered onto an inside page. Yet what really happened was 
different "Most city protesters peaceful," said one headline. 

But that error is trivial compared to how the local dailies 
treated important pre-summit stories. Anything not favorable 
to the Bayou City was brushed over or ignored. Invisible are 
Houston's sizable black and Hispanic communities. There has 
been nothing noting that the local economic recovery has 
stranded many minorities and uneducated people. 

Some may claim there was no alternative, that in a meeting 
between government leaders, governments will control the 
media because they dictate the agenda. That contains some 
truth, but not much. 

The U.S. government has focused news coverage by its 
actions and inactions. It has dictated the minutest details for 
this event in an attempt to ensure that everything is magnifi-
cent for world leaders. 

Its demands included that Rice drastically renovate the 
most gorgeous parts of buildings on campus. Naturally, that 
this was done was newsworthy. But where was the healthy 
skepticism that should have accompanied that? 

Furthermore, when the summit does happen, how is news 
distributed? In controlled briefings where the press is spoon-
fed the day's pablum of rhetoric. 

But a real journalist, as we are told, shouldn't accept what 
one source, especially an official one, tells him. He should 
examine all sides of the issue. 

The media has failed in its responsibility to the public, to 
learn and relay the absolute and unvarnished truth. It has 
allowed itself to be manipulated by one of the many who try to 
do so, in this case the city of Houston and the government 
headed by its favorite adopted son. 

Exceptions exist, though. The Houston Press has been the 
only major outlet that's mused whether Houston's overdoing 
the hype, reported on The Other Economic Summit or exam-
ined any of the non-positive aspects of Houston. 

Why? Other outlets don't want to report the true facts. They 
just want to give picturesque images to sell themselves. 

CALL IT IN THE AIR.... 
HEADS,W GOTO RAISE 
T M s „ . T 7 y i s , v o u GOTO 

RAISE W S 

Public misunderstands German change 
by Boris Maurer 
Bonn University 

What we want is sensation. No 
matter if it is a bomb thrown in 
Beirut, the success of our local 
sports team, a great bank robbery 
(as long as there are hostages) or a 
revolution taking place somewhere. 

These are the events we get from 
our daily news horror show and if we 
are honest, we have to admit that 
these are the things we want to see. 
Sitting there, we know that all this is 
really happening. We are not in-
volved but simply watching with red 
eyes and goose bumps. 

And now there are unbelievable 

CONSERMTUS BRITMNUS COMSEKWS AM[RICMS 
CHARACTERISTICS: P0UTAX,SNffl»NESS CtWWCTERISIKS: DEFENSE SPENDING, 

DOES NC* MX4T WEiLTb UNIFIED HAMIKT SLEEPING, LUCK OF SPONTANEOUS W W i 

and breathtaking things going on in 
Eastern Europe. Only five years 
have passed since Gorbachev took 
over the government in the Soviet 
Union and now all that seemed so 
stable and eternal to us breaks down. 
So everybody's attention has turned 
to German reunification, what's hap-
pening after monetary union, how 
Germans feel about all this and what 
will probably happen next 

It really frightens me how things 
are dealt with in the public. 
Newsweek comes out with a headline 
"The Almighty Deutsche Mark", 
people begin to speak again about 
the resurection of the Reich and I see 
KKK people runfiing around with a 
Nazi flag. Everybody is monitoring 
Germany again. This is not always a 
good sign and I am not the only one 
worried. 

There are many misunderstand-
ings when things happen as fast as 
they have in the Eastern European 
countries. And there are not just 
misunderstandings in the 'overseas-
countries' , like the USA but in Eu-
rope too. Events are taking place 
with such speed that nobody is seri-
ously able to follow, to understand or 
to analyze situations thoroughly. 

One of the problems related to 
this is understanding what the atti-
tudes on unification in Western Ger-
man society are. Since I arrived in the 
United States everybody has asked 
me what my opinion is on unification 
thinking I could give them "the" Ger-
man perspective. But there is no 
common German perspective. In-
stead the country is divided along 
several lines, even among those who 
agree on the idea of unification. 

The older generation strongly 
suffered from the division of their 
country, v^hich resulted in an indi-
vidually felt division from their fami-
lies and friends for many of them. It 
sffould be obvious to anybody that 
these people will justgrip the chance 
and want unity as fast as possible. 

They were happy when the Wall was 
falling like everybody in bothGer-
manys. But for different reasons. 

Many of the younger generation 
feel a strong reservation towards an 
uncontrollable, nationally domi-
nated process to unity, or even to the 
liberation of the other Eastern Euro-
pean countries. Instead we learned 
to pay attention to a certain interna-
tional solidarity former generations 
failed to learn. So we are stressing a 
process leading to unity which is 
more imbedded into the process of 
European unification and the CSCE-
process which has been brought 
back to life. 

But this is mainly theory. Things 
are moving so fast because East Ger-
many fears the threat of their recent 
history and wants to have close ties 
with a world that will prevent them 
from a fall back into their 'dark ages'. 
This does not make the problem 
easier to solve, but needs to be un-
derstood. And that it is going so fast 
is not at all a sign that the "old bad 
Germans" are on the run again. 

There are two main problems 
remaining to be solved: The first 
problem is a more emotional and 
atmospherical one: How can we find 
a way, that enables our neighbors to 
welcome unification? 

This might be done by strength-
ened efforts towards European inte-
gration. 

The second relates to the position 
of Gorbachev and the Soviet Union. 
It is not, and this is the most impor-
tant thing to state clearly, the Soviet 
Union who loses the Cold War. We 
all have to thank Gorbachev for al-
lowing a development we all have the 
chance to gain from. 

The two-bloc system is vanishing. 
We need new collective aid and secu-
rity structures in Europe including 
the Soviet Union and America too. In 
such a system there will be a good 
place reserved for a un ified Germany 
in a friendlier world. 
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KKK march provokes questions about first amendment rights 
by Kelley Tuthill 
University of Notre Dame 

"Express what you've got baby, 
ready or not Express yourself." 

Hundreds of people in Houston 
took Madonna's words seriously 
Saturday and hit the streets to plug 
their particular cause. 

While a group called Human 
RAC.E. demonstrated at City Hall 
to promote racial equality and 
Women Against Violence Every-
where (WAVE) marched down to 
Hermann Park, it was obvious that 
the day's big attraction was the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

Love and hate, tolerance and in-
tolerance, and hope and despair 
were among the forms that freedom 
of expression took this weekend. 

Almost all of the visiting student 
journalists attended the KKK rally. 
Wejust had to see what the notorious 
beacon of white supremacy was all 
about 

What was once a distant vision 
from television was suddenly right in 
front of my eyes. From a distance the 
confederate flag came into view, 
then closer up the word "Nigger" 
lunged up from a Klansman's poster 
causing me to lose control of my 
emotions. 

As the KKK marched past me 
lobbying for "white power world-
wide" and the AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power retaliated, telling the 
KKK to go away, a sea of hatred 
enveloped me. 

Ironically my first experience 
with the KKK came after months of 
national tests of the limits of the First 

Amendment All the debates about 
free speech came together after 
being bombarded by such passion-

sionate disagreement are better than 
expressions regulated by govern-
ment 

My first experience with the KKK 
came, ironically, after months 

of national tests of limits 
of the First Amendment 

ate demonstrations. 
Although each group of demon-

strators had their own message, col-
lectively they showed visiting jour-
nalists and dignitaries that free 
speech is alive and well in Houston. 

Freedom of expression is not 
always comfortable for all people at 
all times. However, moments of pas-

Economic summits have some 
substance beneath show, local hype 
by Eric Jozsef 
University of Paris 

Are Economic Summits only 
show business? At first glance, such 
meetings seem to be more a huge 
party than a real opportunity to solve 
the world problems. An Economic 
Summit looks like an annual Olym-
pic games with parades, cocktails 
and other media events. In this way, 
the 1989 French example, mixing 
the summit and the Bicentenary of 
the French revolution was revealing. 
The National Day parade on the 
Champs-Elysees had never been so 
huge before. 

Here in Texas, people have good 
reasons to be proud of President 
Bush's decision to hold the 1990 
summit in Houston, and the organi-
zation of various events prove they 
are making any possible effort to be 

Texas and Houston really are be-
neath the stereotypes proposed by 
TV serials. 

However it is obvious that in 
three days, the seven countries at-
tending the summit, even if they are 

Can we say that these annual 
meetings are obscene as the poorest 

countries often say? 
the perfect host to this three-day 
historical occasion in the midst of the 
world's attention. lhere is a great 
opportunity to show abroad how 
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the most industrialized, will not be 
able to tackle all the problems in the 
world. In tact that is not the real 
purpose because the main results of 
the summit are known before its 
beginning. The final communique is 
already written, and the journalists 
have heard about it Only a few 
comma shifts remain to be made. A 
change would be surprising and 
probably more attractive to the 
press. 

Consequently, can we say that 
these annual meetings are obscene 
as the poorest countries often say? 
Undoubtedly they are too extrava-
gant, but they are not utterly point-
less. 

Since 1975, Economic Summits 
have allowed better and gradual 
cooperation between the members. 
During the economic crisis which 
started after the oil price increases 
and affected countries at different 
times over the following ten years 
and also after the stock market crash 
in 1987, negotiations were essential 
to avoid a political catastrophe as 
happened in Europe in the thirties. 

Moreover, nowadays the USA 
needs more cooperation with the six 
others and also with the EEC be-
cause even if it still remains the 
strongest country in the world, the 
total supremacy of the post-war 
years has ended. 

Also, summits allow so-called 
shadow countries like Italy, France 
or Great Britain to take part in inter-
national economic decisions and 
boost EEC participation in world af-
fairs. 

Even if economic summits are not 
a model of democracy (actually, the 
Seven are likely to be making deci-
sions concerning the Third World 
and East European countries), they 
promote a greater cooperation and 
avoid, for instance, the UNO's disor-
ganization. That is why, the show 
must go on. 

If the government begins to 
meddle with the Bill of Rights, to 
what could it lead? Could we have a 
country where expression is air-
tailed to ensure that no one is of-
fended? 

Over lunch a group of us specu-
lated on what the world would be like 
if everyone agreed on everything. 
We concluded that this was a stupid 
topic of debate considering that the 
idea was impossible. 

However, some people seem to 
think that we can now, after the Bill of 
Rights has been successfully pro-
tecting us for over 100 years, put 
limits on freedom. 

We either have it or we don't; 
even if some fcvms of expression can 
be unsettling. 

For months our elected officials 
have been wasting their time debat-
ing a flag amendment that would 
forever alter our precious Bill of 
Rights. In addition, a group called 2 
Live Crew has been unjustly banned 
for allegedly pushing the First 
Amendment too far. 

In a time when our country is 
debating the limits of free expres-
sion, Houstonians sent a strong 
message to the world that our First 
Amendment rights must be pro-
tected. 

So thank you Houstonians for 
allowing citizens to express them-
selves. If the speech of the KKK was 
suppressed we might be fooled into 
thinking that we can ignore the prob-
lem of racism, instead of continuing 
to fight for racial equality. 

The right of free expression is 
worth much more than a few mo-
ments of uncomfortably tolerating 
the words of the KKK the actions of 
flag burners or the music of 2 Live 
Crew. 

Another Perspective 
Last Friday, we watched a demonstration of the KKK. We saw 

seventy-five unbalanced people able to hold a nightmarish carnivaL 
Are they dangerous? Probably they are not However, in France and in 
other European countries, the police would have fought with them 
because such demonstrations would have been forbidden. In France, 
racism is not an opinion. It is a crime. 

Of course racist people still exist even in France, but the promotion 
of segregation is banned. 

-EricJozesf, University of Paris 

Italian culture plays key 
role in Europe's change 
by Isabel Lhuillier 
University of Luigi Bocconi 

Being one of the seven most in-
dustrialized countries in the world, 
Italy is proud to be part of such a 
capital event as the Economic Sum-
mit Italians feel that somehow this 
puts them at the same level of impor-
tance as the superpowers like the 
United States and Japan. Butmanyof 
them may happily ignore the fact that 
although Italy is industrialized, like 
France, its partners still consider 
Italy to be a kind of second rate coun-
try. 

In spite ofthe economic problems 
it is facing (the huge budget deficit 
and the public debt), Italy is proving 
to be very dynamic, and some Italian 
companies have taken a leading role 
both in Europe and in the World. 

Italy is playing a key role in the 
European political and economical 
changes, which will give it a position 
of primary importance among those 
countries now called to make deci-
sions on the global situation. 

Nevertheless, communication 
and social relationships have proved 
to be more important than economic 
relations in the past few years. 

We can say, for instancerthat one 
of the main reasons for the fall of the 
Berlin Wall last year and other radi-
cal changes now taking place in 
Eastern Europe is connected to 
communication power. Such com-
munication, boosted by technologi-
cal achievement such as satellites. 

puts an end to the cold war which had 
attempted to keep such countries 
isolated from the rest of the world. 
This powerful weapon, culturally 
transferred from one country to 
another, turns out to be more effi-
cient than guns and money. Italy's 
culture has always been Italy's am-
bassador throughout the world and 
is, by no mistake, one of the strong-
est resources Italy has been able to 
use when carrying on international 
relations. 

Yet the American media, apart 
from some newspapers such as the 
Wall Street Journal, New York Times 
and Herald Tribune, seem to assume 
that there is no country beyond the 
American borders and are barely 
concerned about what's happening 
abroad. 

Every American has a precise 
feeling of what Italians have so far 
and so successfully been export-
ing—may it be pasta, leather goods, 
a historic background worthy of 
notice or smiling people and sunny 
landscapes. Even if these are stere-
otypes, they have also contributed to 
some kind of acquaintance between 
our countries. 

When transmitting information, 
young journalists should be aware of 
the responsibility they have to their 
readers. A better and better under-
standing and cooperation is surely 
going to be achieved if cultures have 
the opportunity to become closer 
and the media, having made the 
moral commitment, is given the 
opportunity to convey this process. 
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the experience of being in the midst 
of summit preparations "an eye 
opener to see the type of activity that 
precedes a conference of this kind." 
He said, "In the past few weeks there 
has been an astonishing amount of 
work and an endless procession of 
people. It's really mindboggling to 
witness the detail that has gone into 
the planning and preparation." 

Changes made at Rice because of 
the summit will be paid for by the 
U.S. government The State Depart-
ment hired Planning Design Re-
search Corporation (PDR) to coordi-
nate and oversee the campus renova-
tion process. 

Business Manager of the Rice 
Physical PlantTom Moffetis serving 
as the summit facilities coordinator. 
Some of the major construction done 
was redesigning the interiors of 
buildings where the meetings would 
be held. 

Moffet said 32 holding rooms 
have been designed to "create the at-
mosphere of a relaxed lounge" be-
fore or between meetings. Each 
head of government has a holding 
room in Herring Hall and Lovett Hall, 
and each foreign minister and fi-
nance minister has one in Fondren 
library. 

In each of the rooms where the 
heads of government will meet, 
small soundproof translator booths 
were constructed and walls were-
built to mask the booths. lighting 
was rewired to create the perfect 
light for television and photography. 

Herring Hall, one of the most 
modern buildings on campus, has 
become the focal point for much of 
the summit activity. In order to ob-
tain smaller, more intimate holding 
rooms for government leaders, walls 
were constructed to divide the large 
classrooms in half. Additional walls 
were built to cover up blackboards. 
Because of the amphitheatre-style 
seating in which the classrooms are 
designed, platforms were built to 
raise the floor to one level. 

Fondren Library has gone 
through dramatic changes, too. The 
new walls were put in place by pres-
sure rather than nails or glue in order 
to preserve the recent renovation of 
Fondren. "We made sure to be very 
careful not to disturb what had just 
been created," Moffett said; 

One of the more visible changes 
on campus is the construction of 
several platforms to be used in to-
day's opening ceremonies. An air-
conditioned platform has been con-
structed to combat the heat for Presi-
dent Bush's address at the opening 
ceremonies in the academic quad-
rangle. The platform will be dis-
mantled just hours later for the class 
photo which will be taken in the after-

noon. Nametags have been placed 
on the ground designating where 
each leader should stand for photo-
graphs. 

Along with the many other stu-
dents who have volunteered or been 
hired to help with summit prepara-
tion, Candyce Diepraam, a senior art 
and art history major at Rice, two 
Texas A&M students, and one Uni-
versity of Houston student were 
hired by PDRto help with the renova-
tion process. 

Along with eight professionals, 
the students have attended to much 
of the detailed interior work on 
campus, from creating new signs 
and directories for relocated offices 
to the design of summit rooms. 
Diepraam said particulars such as 
ordering indoor and outdoor flags 
(indoor flags have a fringe while 
outdoor flags do not), and finding the 
right shade of red carpet for the arri-
val ceremony, were often compli-
cated by having to wait for the State 
Department's final decision, which 
was often subject to change. T h e 
State Department was very coopera-
tive and nice," said Diepraam. "The 
problem, however, was that there 
were tonsof details to be attended to, 
and as soon as one person with the 
State Department would give an OK, 
someone in a higher position would 
change their mind." 

According to Diepraam, one of 
the more important aspects of the in-
terior redecorating has been to 
cho se the art that would occupy each 
building. She is also responsible for 
recording all of PDR's changes to the 
Rice campus in a project manual. 

She said, "One of our goals was to 
make the campus special and locally 
filled with Texas and Houston artists 
that are nationally and internation-
ally recognized." 

She stressed that their job was 
not to simply decorate the walls, but 
to fill them with substance and con-
tent "Art is a very personal issue and 
this is a government event We don't 
want to offend anybody. We've tried 
to be sensitive to country's individual 
needs and tastes, as well as finding 
furniture and art that accomrrjodates 
the space that it's in." British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's office, 
for example, was decorated with a 
more feminine tone in mind. 

An example of the time, effort and 
thought that has gone into every 
aspect of planning the summit are 
the four tables that were specially 
designed for each of the rooms in 
which the leaders will meet Accord-
ing to PDR each of these tables will 
"symbolically be The Bridge' which 
will bring together ideas, philoso-
phies and peoples." The tables' 
shapes and designs are intended to 
reinforce the continuity of all ses-
sions of the summit 

The offices for the various delega-
tions have also been filled with acces-
sories and a variety of items that the 
designers hope they will find inter-
esting and take back with them as 
souvenirs. These include baseballs, 
books on Texas and the oil boom, 
Texas stationery and children's 
drawings of the summit 

A broccoli summit? 
By Noelle Vance 
University of Michigan 

President George Bush might 
have changed his mind about broc-
coli if he could just have tasted Chef 
Ewart Jones's lasagna. 

"Disguised" with meat, cheese, 
peppers and onions, the vegetable 
Bush hates barely tasted like itself at 
Houston's first Broccoli Summit at 

Hermann Park on Friday. 
More than 50 people attended the 

summit which was designed to poke 
fun at the president's dislike of broc-

' coli and provide fresh qi&ntities of 
the vegetable for Houston's hungry. 

Eighty thousand pounds of the 
vegetable—donated through the 
Houston Fresh Fruit & Vegetable 
Association—were piled in a pyra-
mid and distributed to about 45 local 
charities. 

Eager Houstonians spruce up city 
despite heat, time, cost of project 
By Rebecca Deaton 
University of Houston 

In a city that has weathered al-
most a decade of financial difficul-
ties, Houstonians have commit-
ted a surprising amount of time 
and money into presenting a 
good image to the world during 
the Economic Summit 

The Summit Host Committee 
has acted as a clearinghouse for 
donations and other offers of 
support By the time the summit 
ends on July 11, the committee 
will have used the services of over 
12,000 volunteers. 

Offers for donations of goods 
and services from local busi-
nesses and individuals have 
ranged from computer systems 
to coffee makers, from legal serv-
ices to lawn maintenance. 

The committee channelled 
donations and volunteers into its 
four subcommittee organiza-
tions: Houston Clean, Houston 
Friendly, Media, and Special 
Events. 

The Houston Clean Commit-
tee has used an army of volun-
teers to clean over 300 sights 
throughout the city. By the time 
the summit begins, committee 
workers will have collected 2,000 

tons of refuse. 
The Houston Friendly Commit-

tee has encouraged Houstonians to 
become ambassadors for the city by 
conducting training programs for 
taxi drivers, hotel staff and others 
who will come into contact with 
summit visitors. 

Members of the subcommittee 
also helped coordinate the develop-
ment of the summit advertising 
campaign, "Houston's Hot" The 
campaign is an effort to convert the 
negative aspect of Houston's tem-
perature into a positive. 

The Media and Special Events 
Subcommittees were responsible 
fortheMediaFestonJuly7. Visiting 
press were entertained at the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, the Menil Collec-
tion , the Contemporary Arts Mu-
seum and the Museum of Natural 
Science. 

Smaller organizations have also 
made special preparations for the 
summit 

Flags of the six summit nations 
and the European Economic Com 
munity have appeared at small busi-
nesses and homes all over town to 
welcome summit visitors. Begonias 
have been planted by a civic associa-
tion in Hermann Park, Rice Univer-
sity and the surrounding neighbor-
hoods. 

The Garden Club of Houston has 

renovated the entire south gar-
den ofthe Museum of Fine Arts in 
preparation for media and dele-
gate events which are scheduled 
to take place there. 

Houston's three major law en-
forcement agencies have gone to 
incredible lengths to provide se-
curity during the summit 

The Houston Police Depart-
ment (HPD) has cancelled all 
leaves and extended shift hours, 
so that 2,000 officers will be free 
to work summit-related events. 
There are only 4,000 police offi-
cers on the entire Houston force. 
The Harris County Sherjffs De-
partment and the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety will provide 
over 600 officers. 

The city of Houston has re-
routed several major traffic arter-
ies to accommodate Summit 
motorcades and shuttles. 

Major traffic arteries in the 
Galleria, Memorial, Rice and 
downtown areas, including 610, 
Houston's major loop road, will 
be closed for periods of one to 
three hours as motorcades or 
marchers move thrbugh. 

By some estimates, individu-
als, groups and the corporate 
community in Houston had con-
tributed more than $10 million 
toward the summit 

Both sides rally on abortion issue 
By Klrsten Danis 
Columbia University 

Two opposing groups rallied 
amid picnickers at Hermann Park 
Sunday to demonstrate that the abor-
tion debate still thrives even when all 
eyes are turned to the Economic 
Summit 

About 250 people visited a 
"Cemetery of Innocents" that dis-
played 4,400 white crosses and Stars 
of David to show the number of 
abortions which occur each day in 
the United States, said Eric Nielsen, 
site manager for the display and a 
Houston attorney. 

"These crosses and stars repre-
sent one day's kill in America," 
Nielsen said, adding that the display 
was sponsored by area churches and 
the Coalition for life. 

Later in the day at the opposite 
end of the park, about 100 people 
attended a pro-choice rally spon-
sored by the National Organization 
for Women (NOW) where several 
speakers called for political action in 
maintaining legal abortions. 

The intent of the NOW rally was 
to remember women who died in 
illegal abortion procedures prior to 
the 1973 Supreme Court decision 
which made abortion legal, accord-
ing to Texas NOW President Phyllis 
Tucker. 

"You are honoring the memory of 
loved ones.... Let's not ever go back 
to that time again," Tucker said,, 
reading a statement from NOWs 
national president Molly Yard. 

Although both events occured 
without major disruption, some 
small counter-protests reminded 
both groups of the opposition's pres-
ence. 

Members of the AIDS Coalition 
to Unleash Power (ACTUP) arrived 

at the "Cemetery of Innocents" dur-
ing a prayer service shouting "Racist 
sexist, anti-gay! Operation Rescue go 
away!" 

ACTUP came to counter the pro-
life demonstrators, according to 
member Leslie Perez. 

"I'm against these people who are 
pro-control," Charlene Smith, an-
other ACTUP member, sad. 

While ACTUP members demon-
strated against the people gathered 
at the "cemetery," the pro-life group 
continued praying. 

"We're too deep in spiritual 
prayer to have any interruptions," 
said Ray O'Connor, a Florida native 
who came for the event 

Another small group, the Ameri-
can Family Association, arrived to 
counter ACTUP by carrying anti-
homosexuality signs intended to di-
vert ACTUP members' attention 
away from the "cemetery," according 
to American Family Association 
Texas Director Mark Weaver. 

"We pulled them away from [the 
pro-life demonstration]," Weaver 
told fellow demonstrators. "It 
worked." 

At the beginning of the NOW 
rally, several people walked by chant-
ing, "pro-life," to which the as-
sembled demonstrators countered, 

"pro-choice." 
Although the people at the pro-

life demonstration chose to protest 
in silence, those gathered at the 
NOW rally chose action as their tac-
tic. 

"Get in touch with your anger 
right now," Tucker said after telling 
the crowd that women will die if they 
need to obtain illegal abortions. 

Personal experiences with abor-
tion sparked demonstrators on both 
sides of the debate. 

Janet Doubet, a Houston resi-
dent at the NOW rally, said she had 
an abortion several years ago, and 
the experience caused her to think 
about the importance ofcjegal abor-
tions. 

" I was fortunate enough to have a 
safe abortion," Doubet said, "but I 
thought about all the other people 
who didnt have that chance." 

But Teresa Archer, a .Florida 
native in Houston for the protest, 
said her abortion ten years ago led 
ho- to fight against abortions and 
particpate in "rescues" where pro-
life demonstrators prevent women 
from entering abortion clinics. 

"One and a half years ago, the 
Lord revealed what I had done. 
That's why I'm involved," Archer 
said. 
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Jackson cancels out, but 'Populist Leaders Summit' goes on 

by John Weimer 
Rice University 

The first Populist Leaders Sum-
mit was held without its most popu-
lar leader. Reverend Jesse Jackson 
canceled the night before the first 
day of the two-day summit because 
of an undisclosed family emergency. 
Former populist presidential candi-
dates Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of 
Mexico, Luiz Inacio "Lula" daSilvaof 
Brazil and Dr. Adalberto Carvajal-
Sakedo of Colombia attended. 

Meeting in conjuction with The 
Other Economic Summit, an annual 
dialogue between special interest 
groups, academicians and Third 
World politicians, the Populist Lead-
ers Summit proposed alternative 

solutions to issues to be addressed in 
the Economic Summit of Industril-
ized Nations as well as concerns not 
included in the G-7 summit agenda. 

With all three participants from 
Latin American countries, the focus 
of the Populist Leaders Summit was 
the Third World debt crisis and for-
eign trade. In their opening 
speeches, both Cardenas and da 
Silva criticized President Bush's 
proposed free-trade zone to encom-
pass Latin American and Caribbean 
nations and the reduction or cancel-
lation of $12 billion in U.S. govern-
ment loans to the region and a new 
effort to stimulate foreign invest-
ment 

"[The Revolutionary Democratic 
Party] is not opposed to free trade, 
but against the political and social 

subordination it causes," Cardenas 
said. 

He warned against foreign solu-
tions to Mexico's economic prob-
lems. "Mexico's leaders think eco-
nomic development depends on in-
vestment from abroad." Cardenas 
said. 

He pointed to the maquiladoras, 
the U.S. owned companies which 
operate in Northern Mexico. Al-
though Cardenas conceded that 
they have helped reduce unemploy-
ment in Mexico, he argues that 
working conditions are less than 
desirable. "In most of them, condi-
tions are not the best for our work-
ers," he said. 

According to Cardenas, real 
wages have decreased 56 percent in 
Mexico since 1982; and almost nine 

Seven 
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European countries. There has been 
a wall separating Japan from the 
others at the economic summits. 
Sooner or later, Japan should make 
that wall go the way of the one in 
Berlin and contribute to the world in 
combination with other developed 
countries. 

—Kyota Eguchi, The University of 
Tokyo 

Germany 
Problems have changed since the 

first economic summit invitation 
from Valerie Giscard d'Estaing's and 
Helmut Schmidt in 1975, but the 
basics are the same. 

The changes in Eastern Europe 
and their impact on the entire world 
community calls for a new way of 
thinking. The western world is too 
used to thinking in terms of two 
partitions. East and West are divided 
by one partition; the industrialized 
world and the third world is split by 
the other. 

The partition already is vanish-
ing, and so should the partition be-
tween North and South. This implies 
urgent help not only to the Eastern 
European countries and the Soviet 
Union, but also extended altruistic 
aid to the poor countries of the third 
world. This would be achievable by 
sharp cuts on the incredible huge 
national defense budgets. We 
should give this "peace dividend" to 
those who suffered from our cold 
war game. 

As Helmut Schmidt, the former 
West German chancellor stated in 
the last issue of the German weekly 
Zeit There is one topic for every 
summit One world." 

In fact, that is what our effort 
should be focused on. 

—Boris Maurer, University of 
Bonn 

France 
Most of the French people expect 

that Francois Mitterrand will suc-
ceed in getting western loans in 
order to help Mikhail Gorbachev's 
perestroika. That in fact will be one 
of the main tasks of the French dele-
gation in Houston. 

Of course, money is nofc liable to" 
be the only solution for dealing with 
East European problems, but many 
French people feel it is high time to 
deeply help Gorbachev. The seven • 

nations must find subsidies together 
as no economy is strong enough to 
make loans alone. 

The French delegation may also 
ask for more sizeable aid to the third 
world indebted nations, so that those 
countries are not put at a disadvan-
tage because of the increase in East 
European loans. 

But certainly the most important 
thing for France at the Houston 
summit will be to discuss with the 
other industrialized nations an out-
line for a new deal in the world. 

Last year the American historian 
Francis Fukuyama wrote that we 
were living the end of history be-
cause of the fall of communism. In 
1990, it is obvious that he was wrong. 
We are now entering an era of uncer-
tainty. How will the relations be be-
tween the U.S., Europe, and Japan 
after the 1992 European unified 
market? What will be the Franco-
American links after the German 
reunification? How will western 
countries act facing the China pol-
icy? Will the USA keep the world 
leadership? Here in Houston, it is 
time for France and for the others to 
advance new ideas. 

—Erich Jozsef, University of Paris 

Italy 
Italy is certainly considered to be 

the most European-oriented of the 
EEC countries. Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti has just taken over 
from Ireland in the Presidency of the 
European Ministers' Council. Thus 
it will not be surprising that such an 
attitude is going to have a strong 
impact on its participation in the 1990 
Economic Summit 

Hot topics on the summit agenda 
of the Italian delegation are changes 
taking place in the Eastern European 
countries and issues regarding the 
opening up to them—with deepest 
attention to Hungary, Yugoslavia, 
and the Soviet Union. 

But commercial relations will still 
be carried on with difficulties if these 
countries cannot count on an en-
trepreneurial, skilled work force. 
Last year, Bocconi University in 
Milan set up an academic joint ven-
ture between its business school and 
Leningrad University to found the 
LIMI—Leningrad International 
Management Institution. The aim is 
to provide the managerial instruc-
tion to Soviet and foreign business 
people to fill the lack of instruction 
now available. Beside economic 
help, such projects are for sure an 
essential resource for these coun-
tries to cope with the challenge of the 

next years. 
The trading system among the 

world's most powerful countries is 
currently a topic which Italy is likely 
to focus on. Italians hope to find a 
way to reduce the commercial ob-
stacles set among these countries, as 
three strong world monetary blocks 
are created—United States' dollar, 
Japan's yen and a European commu-
nity unificated currency. 

—Isabel LuiUier, Luigi Bocconi 

Canada 
Canadians are twice removed 

from this summit 
Preoccupied with domestic prob-

lems following the Meech Lake fail-
ure and a thousand miles from the 
"Houston is Hot" hype, Canadians 
know little about the agenda for this 
week's meetings of the G7. 

Prime Minister Mulroney comes 
to Houston with the goal of salvaging 
his image for the people at home as a 
strong negotiator. As a result, it is 
likely Canada will take the middle 
ground on Eastern Europe, Soviet 
aid and Third World debt relief. 

There are two issues, however, 
which threaten Mulroney's plan to 
be the consummate diplomat Agri-
culture subsidies have for the past 
few years put a strain on Canada's 
relations with the U.S., and little can 
be done here to ease this tension 
without Mulroney going back on his 
state policy. 

Also, Mulroney and the Canadian 
government have vocally criticized 
U.S. environmental policy. Yester-
day's Canada/U.S. joint statement 
preposing acid rain negotiations is 
an attempt to bring the two closer 
together, but on the greenhouse ef-
fect Canadian policy is very far from 
the U.S. position. 

—GregSeweU, Toronto University 

United States 
"Why all the hoopla?" y*all have 

asked. "Houston cannot really be 
this nice and friendly." Well, down 
here folks like to clean up the house 
before company comes over. 

Of course, our house today is not 
the Houston of ten years ago. We 
have diversified our economy, with 
the computer and bio-technical in-
dustries bringing needed stability. 

We may no longer wear cowboy 
hats to work, but at least we go to 
work. Houston's unemployment has 
shrunk to one of the lowest in the 
country. We honestly have a new city 
— not just a new look. And that's not 
hoopla. 

—Jay Yates, Rice University 

million Mexicans included in the 
working force are currently unem-
ployed. 

Da Silva insisted that payment of 
Brazil's foreign debt would only 
cause greater impoverishment in 
Brazil. The country's inability to pay 
the debt was one of the principles on 
which da Silva's political party was 
founded ten years ago. 

The three populist leaders pre-
sented a communique at a Sunday 
morning press conference. It recog-
nizes the transformation of an inter-
national system away from ideologi-
cal blocs and military alliances and 
towards dominant economic blocs. 
In defense of the interests of the 
Third World, it argues that, "Until 
Third World nations and their 
peoples have fully empowered them-
selves to direct their own destinies, 
we will not be able to build an interna-
tional economic order truly equi-
table and sustainable." 

It proclaims that the sense of 
ideological triumph present in indus-
trialized democracies has created 
the false notion that the world has 
entered an era of freedom and de-
mocracy. 

The populist leaders associate 
the G7 Summit with a trend towards 
economic elitism. Da Silva, like the 
others, does not believe that Third 
World countries will benefit from 
trade and other international eco-
nomic policies that could emerge 

from the G7 Summit 
When asked if they would sup-

port a renunciation of their coun-
tries' external debts, da Silva said, "It 
is time that the Third World stop 
financing the development of the 
First World." Carvajal of Colombia 
elaborated, saying that each of the 
countries represented had already 
repaid their respective debts at least 
once over. Cardenas said part of the 
debt should not be paid. 

Da Silva suggested that money 
being used to finance the unpayable 
debt be used for technological in-
vestment "[Latin American coun-
tries] should create a development 
fund to invest in technology." Al-
though da Silva acknowledged that a 
Latin American economic bloc can 
not eradicate all of the region's eco-
nomic problems, he said that Third 
World unity is necessary "in order to 
defend against the blocs of the First 
World." 

The three populist leaders pre-
sented a communique at a Sunday 
morning press conference. The 
document recognized the transfor-
mation of an international system 
from ideological blocs and military 
alliances to dominant economic 
blocs. 

John Weimer, a recent Rice gradu-
ate, is contributing articles to the 
Thresher during the summit issues 
this week. 

Other economic summit 
ends with rally, march 
by Elise Perachio 
Rice University 

ITie final lUfcii rally addressing 
the problems of racism and poverty 
occurred Sunday at 4 p.m. at the 
Allen-Parkway Village. The event 
was sponsored by the All People's 
Congress, the Black United Front 
and the International War Resistors 
League/Houston Non-Violence 
League. Several other special inter-
est group® including the Ida Delaney 
Justice Committee and the Free 
Clarence Brandley group displayed 
banners and distributed literature. 

The rally involved speeches by 
the organizers, and a march through 
an historic neighborhood adjacent to 
the Allen-Parkway Village called the 
Freed man's Town. This was the area 
where blacks first settled in Houston 
after being freed from slavery. 

Developers have expressed in-
terest in buying the land with the 
intent of getting rid of the neighbor-
hood. Many of the ralliers expressed 
outrage at the possibility of losing 
this historic landmark, calling in-
stead for renovation of the area. 

Most of these houses are in need 
of repair, the exterior p>aint is peeling 
off and many of the windows are 
boarded up. The neighborhood is 
spotted with overgrown, trash-filled, 
vacant lots where only the front steps 
of former residences remain. 

Residents of the town watched 
the march from their front porches. 
The marchers experienced no diffi-
culties until they reached the end of 
the neighborhood and began head-
ing for the Kirby Mansion, head-

quarters for the White House sum-
mit staff. The Houston Police depart-
ment, whose officers were stationed 
periodically along the parade route, 
arrested three participants from the 
end of the line of marchers and tick-
eted them for "p>arading without a 
permit" 

The organizers were denied a 
parade p>ermit prior to this event 
because the city of Houston has an 
ordinance which prohibits issuing 
more than one parade permit per 
day. The organizers of Cure AIDS 
Now had already received one for 
that day. However the city would 
allow other marches to occur simul-
taneously if the participants 
marched only on the sidewalks. 

Freed man's Town lacks side-
walks in many places, but the march-
ers were able to pass through un-
hassled. As the 1000-plus marchers 
neared downtown Houston, they did 
not remain strictly on the sidewalks. 
Police eventually ticketed three 
people for walking on grass as they 
rounded a corner. Two of these 
people were members of the Justice 
Department who were monitors of, 
not p>articip>ants in the event 

The third was Deloyd Parker, a 
member of the Ida Delaney Justice 
Committee. Ida Delaney was a black 
woman who was shot and killed by 
off-duty Houston police officers 
when she was pulled over for an al-
leged traffic violation. Parker's 
group is calling for a citizens' review 
board to investigate the police de-
partment and this case in particular. 
Judon Boney, who heads the com-
mittee, was* recently arrested and 
then acquitted on a cocaine charge. 
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G-7 nations receive dismal environmental report card 
By Allen Lue 
UC Berkeley 

The United States ranked fourth 
and West Germany placed first out of 
the G-7 nations in an environmental 
scorecard issued yesterday by a 
coalition of the world's leading envi-
ronmental groups. 

Overall, the coalition character-
ized the summit nations' perform-
ance as dismal. 

"This scorecard is bad news for 
the environment," said George 
Frampton, president of the Wilder-
ness Society, a 300,000 member U.S. 
organization. "If this were a report 
card, then all of the nations except 
for Germany wouldn't be here next 
semester—not even on probation." 

France, the United Kingdom, and 

then Canada placed behind Ger-
many, while Japan and Italy lagged in 
the bottom of the rankings. 

The scorecard highlighted the 
activities of the first Envirosummit, 
an effort of more than 150 interna-
tional environmental groups to at-
tract some of the spotlight cast on the 
economic summit 

The coalition judged countries on 
their political response to six key 
issues including global warming and 
energy, ocean pollution, population, 
biodiversity protection, environ-
mental aid for Eastern Europe and 
aid to the Third World. 

Environmentalists feel that the 
summit nations have reneged on 
promises made at last year's summit 
During the 1989economic summit in 
Paris, the G-7 nations dedicated a 
large portion of their final communi-

que to addressing environmental 
issues and policies. President Bush 
the Paris summit laid the ground-
work "for specific steps when we 
meet again next year in the U.S." 

But, "There's a huge gap between 
rhetoric and reality," Frampton said. 
"The G-7 nations are doing virtually 
nothing to deliver on the promises 
from Paris." 

The project began in February, 
and since then environmentalists 
have analyzed reams of data from G-
7 governments and plugged it into a 
complex formulas to determine the 
rankings. 

"There's a psychological re-
sponse to being graded and com-
pared to other countries," said Alden 
Meyer of the Union of Concerned 
Scientists. "That's the power of the 
project 
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The United States has for the 
most part been dragging their feet on 
environmental issues, said James 
Tripp, general counsel of the Envi-
ronmental Defense Fund. 

"The U.S. should be a leader on 
energy policy, not a global hinderer 
and a laggard," Tripp said. "The U.S. 
sticks out like a sore thumb." 

The government has shown lead-
ership in efforts to reform World 
Bank lending policies to protect the 
tropical rain forests, and it has of-
fered environmental aid to Eastern 
Europe, he said. 

Yet the United States received 
the lowest ranking out of all the na-
tions with respect to global popula-
tion-no policy exists to address world 
population growth. 

And thus far the government has 
not commited to a stabilization plan 
for atmospheric carbon dioxide, 

which is the chief contributor to the 
global warming phenomena, Tripp 
said. Japan is the only other summit 
nation without a serious plan to deal 
with what some environmentalists 
see as the leading gloal problem. 

The Envirosummit also released 
a six part proposal to address each of 
the problems covered by the score-
card. "It's reasonable and "doable," 
Frampton said. 

The proposal represents the first 
effort by the international environ-
mentalist community to lobby their 
individual countries on the same 
platform, he said. 

This year's Envirosummit is only 
the beginning of an international 
environmental push, Frampton said. 
Plans are in the works to publicize 
around the world and build a broader 
coalition. 

Trade 
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ciently in the world economy. 
Also in the area of trade negotia-

tions, discussions on trade imbal-
ances between the U.S. and Japan 
may affect the discourse of the sum-
mit meetings. 

Japan's concern over the U.S. 
budget deficit continues to fuel Japa-
nese resistence to trade negotiations 
aimed at correcting the imbalance. 
Likewise, U.S. skepticism about 
domestic Japanese policy hampers 
the ability of U.S. policy makers to 
make concessions to resolve the is-
sue. 

Environmentalists hope that the 
leaders will also review reductions in 
carbon dioxide emissions and defor-
estation. These issues dominated 
last year's summit frequently re-
ferred to as the Green Summit 

President Bush indicated broad 
topics for discussions during a press 
conference held in Washington. "We 
will press for progress the Uru-
guay Round of trade negotiations, 
discuss economic support for vari-
ous countries and review progress 
on the environment" he said. 

But while Bush targeted these ar-
eas as primary topics for discussion, 
many economists are skeptical the 
negotiations will produce immediate 
results. 

"The culmination of policy deci-
sions do not usually occur at the 
summit" said Gordon Smith, profes-
sor of economics at Rice University. 
"How could it? Itonly lasts two days." 

The leaders may produce a com-
munique which will allow them to 
map out future plans, he said. Al-
though the summit may not produce 
immediate results, discussion can be 
helpful, he said. 

"It's a good forum for leaders to 
get together and discuss the issues," 

said Richard Stoll, professor of politi-
cal science at Rice. "It gives things a 
little push." 

Changes in the world govern-
ments will require much discussion. 
As the G-7 nations provide assis-
tance to encourage the worldwide 
trend toward democracy, leaders 
must decide whom to aid and how to 
create new capital to meet the in-
creasing demands. 

Secretary of State James A Baker 
III recently outlined some American 
criteria as a minimum requirement 
to qualify for economic assistance 
during a conference held as part of 
the NATO summit 

The seven nations divide on the 
issue of aid to the Soviet Union to 
finance reforms.Bush has indicated 
that the U.S. will not assist the Soviet 
Union without defense spending 
reductions, yet the administration 
will not attempt to prevent other 
countries from doing so. 

With more money channeled into 
newly opened Eastern bloc coun-
tries through banks that finance 
loans to developing countries, Latin 
America may be forced to compete 
for government assistance and pri-
vate investment 

GATT negotiations will impact 
Latin America's potential to export 
agricultural goods. With reduced 
trade restriction, Latin America will 
be able to export greater quanitties 
of agricultural procus on the world 
market 

"The only way that Latin America 
can recover in the long run is 
through its ability to export agricul-
tural products," said Robert Dix, 
professor of political science at Rice. 
"Loans and aid are only temporary 
fixes." 

Bush unveiled a plan to open 
trade among American countries in 
an attempt to stimulate trade and 
provide debt relief in an address on 
June 27. 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
WELCOMES YOU TO HOUSTON 

MEDIA HOSPITALITY SUITE 

FOUR SEASONS, HYATT REGENCY 

AND 

DOUBLETREE HOTELS DOWNTOWN 

INFORMATION, ASISTANCE, REFRESHMENTS 

OPEN SATURDAY - 1 2 : 0 0 NOON TO 1 0 : 0 0 P.M. 

SUNDAY, MONDAY, TUESDAY - 7 : 0 0 A.M. TO 1 0 : 0 0 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY - 8 : 0 0 A.M. TO 4 : 0 0 P.M. 



THE RICE THRESHER MONDAY, JULY 9, 1990 7 

KKK parades past Rice gates hailing 'white power,' racial separation 
By Brian R. Hecht 
Harvard University 

Wearing traditional hooded 
white robes and carrying confeder-
ate flags, approximately 80 members 
of the Ku Mux Klan marched down 
Main St Saturday in a demonstration 
which drew more cou nterprotesters 
than Klansmen. 

A police force of approximately 
300 officers dressed in riot gear and 
bullet-proof vests separated the 
Klansmen from the several hundred 
demonstrators, many of whom were 
members of pro-gay groups. The 90-
minute demonstration frequently 
deteriorated into a shouting match 
between the Klan and the counter-
demonstrators. 

The Wan shouted racist and anti-
gay statements at the protesting 
crowd, calling for "white power" and 
an end to racial integration. But Wan 

members interviewed during the 
march said they did not mind the 
counter-protest 

"We are so proud to be hated by 
the scum of Houston," said one Wan 
member, dressed in an outfit remi-
niscent of a German army uniform. "I 
love my race and I hate the faggots," 
he said. 

Three busses of Wan members 
arrived at the Sam Houston statue at 
Hermann Park in the early after-
noon, and members were far out-
numbered by counterdemonstra-
tors and police officers. The officers 
formed a ring around Hermann 
circle as the Klansmen posed under 
the arch of the statue. 

After marching down main past 
Rice University, the Klansmen re-
turned to the statue for a 30-minute 
rally. Counter-protestors heckled 
the Wan speech, which, amplified by 
a single megaphone, was barely 
audible.A young boy carried a con-
federate flag in the midst of the 

Klan march prompts 
angry demonstrations 
by Shelley N. Fuld 
Rice University 

Protesters outnumbered Ku Wux 
Wansmen in Saturday's Wan march 
down Main Street by more than four 
to one, with over 350 protesters to 
only 75 Wansmen. 

Before the march even began, 
different groups of protesters en-
gaged in shouting matches. Melissa 
Valdez, a Rice freshman was crying 
and arguing with activists about the 
role of the police. 

Valdez said the police were pro-
tecting everyone, not just the Wans-
men. "The cops arextrying to protect 
us. We wouldn't be safe. They can 
control the Wan. It's safety—that*s 
all it is," she said. 

The activists argued with Valdez 
that "the Wan uses these kids (the 
police) to protect them" !w 

Valdez said the Constitution pro-
tects the right of free speech for 
everyone, including the Wan. "If it 
weren't for the Constitution I 
wouldn't be here. Don't you see the 
relative freedom in the United 
States? I don't believe in anything the 
Wan is saying, but everyone has the 
right to speak," she sad. 

About 100 of the demonstrators 
were gay rights activists who fol-
lowed the Wan procession behind 
police lines while taunting, scream-
ing and shouting at them. 

Richard Prawitz, a member of the 
radical gay rights organization AG 
TUP, the AIDS Coalition to Unleash 
Power, screamed at marchers, 
"Even the Wan has AIDS." Prawitz 
sad, "They're going to get AIDS just 
like everyone else—that's our mes-
sage." 

Brian Bradley of Houston, an 
ACTUP member said, "I believe the 
citizens of Houston are self-respect-
ing people, but these are misan-
thropic people. I don't care if I piss 
them off. I'm on my way to the fu-
neral home. I carry the HIV virus." 

Bradley said the skinheads 
shares the Wan's beliefs but do not 
have enough experience to have a 
real understanding. "What type of 
world do they expect to create from 
this? They're just doing it for a thrill. 
They are under the influence of igno-
rance. I want to know where their 

parents are." 
Johnny Amos, a black man in the 

crowd was wearing a black hood and 
calling himself the "Grand Dragon." 
He and his wife and children were 
telling the crowd that the hood cost 
only 65 cents and shouting, "Anyone 
can wear a hood." 

Amos' children were pointing at 
the Klansmen and shouting, "That's 
my daddy. And he hasnt paid his 
child support this month." 

They [the Wansmen] need to 
get their children out of there," 
Amos said of one of the young boys 
marching with the Wan. His daugh-
ter, Angela Amos, who is thirteen 
years old said, "Their parents really 
force them to do it" 

Connie, a Hispanic woman who 
asked that her last name not be used, 
was taking her son and daughter, 
who are seven and nine, to the zoo in 
Hermann Park. 

She did not know the march was 
taking place, but said, "I'm glad they 
saw this so that they can grow up and 
know this is not of God. One day [the 
Wansman] are going to have to face 
God." She sad her children were 
very afraid and could not understand 
the Wan. "Two of their best friends 
are white. They cant understand 
why these people are different" 

Not everyone in the crowd was 
anti-Wan, however. About 15 youths 
calling themselves skinheads sup-
ported the Wan and provoked shout-
ing matches early on, even before 
the Wan arrived. 

A female skinhead said her par-
ents support her activities one 
hundred percent "There's no place 
for us anymore," she said. "The 
white race is going down the drain." 

The number of protesters almost 
matched the number of police on 
hand to keep the two groups sepa-
rate. One of the Houston Police offi-
cers said between 350and 400 police-
men were working the march. An-
other officer who refused to be iden-
tified said of protecting the Wan, 
"Sure it makes me mad, but they're 
[the Houston Police Department] 
forcing me to be out here." 

Houston City Councilman Jim 
Greenwood, a Rice alumnus, said the 
extensive police protection was the 
logical result of the past peaceful 
Wan marches in Houston that were 

marching Klansmen. "This is al-
right," he sad of the march. "It will 
help get white people equal rights. 
[The protestors] are just mad be-
cause they are gay," the boy said. 

Klansmen sad they had chosen 
to march in Houston on the eve of the 
Economic Summit of Industrialized 
Nations in order to protest aid to 
third world nations. "We do not want 
to support third world nations," said 
one hooded Wansman during the 
march. "We should just worry about 
ourselves." 

Although a vast majority of the 
counter-protestors decried the 
Wan's racist message, some youths 
affilited with the white supremist 
"skinhead" group urged on the 
marchers, greeting the Wansmen 
with a "Hitler salute." 

"White revolution is the solu-
tion," shouted one young skinhead. 
"I believe in what [the Wan] is trying 
to do for my race." 

The marchers conveyed their 
racist message not just by their 
words, but also through their appear-
ance. In the sea of white robes, two 
marchers were wearing all black. 
"I'm a nigger," said Rick Ferguson, a 
Wansman from Texas. 

"Every town has got to have a 
nigger. That's me," he said. "I'm a 
nigger," he explained. "I'm the 
nigger for this town." 

"All these people have something 
wrong with them," Ferguson said, 
gesturing towards the protesting 
crowds. 

Another man, dressed in army 
fatigues refused to acknowledge the 
"folks" in the crowd at whom he was 
shouting. "I don't see no folks," the 
Wansman said. "Those ain't no folks. 
Those is animals," he said. 

"These people are blind," an-
other marcher said of the crowds. 
"Blind to their own race." 

The Wan marchers were pre-

dominantly male, but the few women 
marchers said they were not made to 
feel inferior to the Klansmen. "We 
women hold the same beliefs as men 
do," said one woman, who was also 
dressed in the tradional hooded 
white robe. 

"It's not an issue of gender," said 
the woman, who came to the march 
from Chicago. Many of the marchers 
said they were not from Texas, but 
had been asked to come to Houston 
for the summit demonstration. One 
marcher, who said he was active in 
his local Wan organization in North 
Carolina, added that many of the 
marchers had come from other 
states. 

Houston police officers arrested 
two photographers for breaking their 
barricade. "Why am I being put in 
jail," shouted Andrew Sowder of 
KTBC television in Austin as he was 
being arrested. "What have I done 
wrong?" 

1 

Skinheads marching with the Ku Klux Klan salute in front of the Rice University main gates Saturdev. 

well secured by the police, as well as 
violence that had erupted during 
Wan marches in other cities in the 
early 1980*s. 

"The police persuaded the Wan 
to get together in a remote area ride 
into Houston, and be protected for 
two reasons. One, we could be sure 

they weren't carrying any weapons 
or objects that could be used in any 
violent way, even defensively. Sec-
ond, they could get in and out and not 
be attacked or attack others." 

While the added police protec-
tion was expensive, it was consistent 
with past policy and worth the ex-

pense, Greenwood said. 
"It's just one of those things that 

the Bill of Rights and the right of fr ee 
speech allow unpopular views to be 
protected as well," Greenwood said. 

Contributors: Sam Hananel, 
Brian Hecht, Myra Rucker, Noelle 
Vance. 

Marchers bring WAVE to Houston 
by Noelle Vance 
University of Michigan 

The silence was broken for at 
least 100 women Saturday as they 
walked through the streets of Hous-
ton condemning "rapist ethics" and 
violence. But for many women, 
domestic violence is still a subject 
one doesnt shout about 

Wearing green and purple rib-
bons symbolizing peace, supporters 
of the local organization, Women 
Against Violence Everywhere, took 
up a variety of chants urging men 
and women to speak out against vio-
lence—especially domestic vio-
lence, child abuse and rape. 

"It doesnt matter if they have is-
sues about abortion or homeless-
ness or whatever," said Pam Payne, a 
member of the National Organiza-
tion for Women and a feminist 

Women's Group. "It's women 
against violence." 

Approximately 150 people—both 
men and women—made the walk 
from the First Unitarian Church to 
Hermann Park, where speakers told 
of their experiences with brutality 
and encouraged participants to vote 
for people who are sensitive to the 
problems of violence and crime in 
the world. 

"The silence has persisted too 
long," said Jacsun Shah, WAVE or-
ganizer and spokesperson. "Rapes 
happen not only in the dak alleys, 
but in the safest places...our homes," 
she said. 

Though many organizations in 
the past five years have spoken 
against rape and domestic abuse, 
such violence remains largely un-
heard of or uncriticized in the coun-
tries represented at the 1990 Eco-
nomic Summit 

"I'm sure it does happen," said 
Nicoletta Pisano, a journalist with 
the 11 Domani, about domestic vio-
lence. "But it doesn't happen as often 
as it happens in the United States." 

Pisano said the low numbers of 
cases reported might be due to the 
Italian family structure or to fear of 
embarassment if a case is reported. 

She cited the incident of young 
woman who reported she was 
abused by her father as an example. 
The woman's accusations became a 
major scandal which ruined her fa-
ther's career. Yet later, doctors dis-
covered the woman's bleeding 
which she had used to back her state-
ments was caused by a tumor. 

The past three years have seen a 
rise of reported cases of violence in 
Japan, said journalist Yuki Sato of the 
Mainichi Shimbun. But she added, 
the incidents are "sporadic" and still 
"really shocking events." 
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Good food and company create fun MediaFest 
BY ANN ZITTERKOPF 

RICE UNIVERSITY 

" ^ h e I he server began by tying 
a bib around my neck,and 
breaking the little crawfish in 
two. She tore off the head and 
proceeded to crack the exo-
skeleton, rip off the legs and 
remove a vein along its back. 
She placed the tiny shrimp-like 
form on my plate. I ate it, then 
peeled many more of my own. I 
was at the "Catch the Spirit of 
the Gulf Coast," the first stop at 
the Houston-sponsored Me-
diaFest a progressive dinner, on 
July 7. 

Houston museum volunteers 
welcomed an expected 3000 
journalists at the Museum of 
Fine Arts, the Contemporary Arts 
Museum, the Menil Collection 
and the Museum of Natural 
Science. 

The tour began at the George 
R. Brown Convention Center and 
ied journalists on a circuit of the 
four museums for music, food, 
dancing, and a warm welcome 
to Houston. Fifty Greyhound 
buses ran continually between 
the museums and the Conven-
tion Center, guiding journalists 
from Mexican to Texan to Gulf 
Coast cuisine and ambience. 
The journalists enjoyed culinary 
delights and wandered through 
the standard and special 
exhibits. 

When I walked into the Menil 
Collection, a man carrying two 
plastic alligators with baskets in 
their mouths approached me 
and offered me something 
called Deep Fried Bayou Alliga-
tor Tails. I wasn't sure what to 

expect—the meat had a texture 
similar to pork, but it was more 
sinewy. The shish-kabobs with 
Grilled Andouille Sausage were 
wonderful. I also really liked the 
Gulf Coast Gumbo with Rice and 
Jalepeno Combread. Some 
journalists started dancing to 
the Lousiana-style zydeco 
music played by Pierre and the 
Zydeco Dots, but unable to 
imitate the dancing style, I 
continued to the next museum. 

At this point, journalists had 
a serious dilemma: should they 
follow the suggested order and 
go to the Contemporary Arts 
Museum (for dessert) or should 
they could proceed to the other 
two museums serving entrees 
and risk not getting dessert. I 
opted to save dessert for last. 

The Museum of Fine Arts 
featured an oyster bar (with a 
perpetual line) and a "tree" of 
avocadoes (the server would 
halve the ripe avacadoes then 
fill them with spicy curried 
chicken). There also was a 
similar tree of artichokes 
surrounded by fresh vegetables. 
On the balcony, diners were 
served a small portion of Stir 
Fried Pork with Ginger Sauce 
and Bay Shrimp with Pepper 
Sauce. The pork in the ginger 
sauce had a zingier flavor than 
the shrimp dish. The Caribbean 
Steeltones and Enrique Martinez 
Tropical Jazz provided Latin 
music that enhanced the 
atmosphere. 

The tour culminated at the 
Museum of Natual Sciences 
with an outdoor concert by Ezra 
Charles and the Works and the 
Digistar Projection System 
presentation called "Me-
diaFest." The laser projected 
multiple moving images in the 

Huey Lewis and the 
News open Tollway 

BY JAY YATES 
RICE UNIVERISTY 

W 'hen Houston throws 
a party, there is dancing in the 
streets. Literally. At least that 
was the idea at Road Party II, 
which celebrated the last strip 
of concrete connecting 1-45 and 
US 290. Thousands of Hous-
tonians gathered on top of the 
under-budget and on-time Sam 
Houston Tollway for a free 
concert by Huey Lewis and the 
News, following the opening 
ceremonies on Saturday, July 7. 
The News opened with a 
remixed version of their Fore hit 
"Whole Lotta Lovin'." But 
axeman Chris Hayes' guitar solo 
led the band into the rock-rHoll 
classic "The Boys are Back in 
Town," creating the unexpected, 
yet hard-hitting medley. 

Working the crowd like the 
proverbial Uncle Buck, Lewis 
introduced "I Hope You Love Me 

Like You Say I Do" by reminding 
everyone that nice girls do not 
throw underwear on stage 
because it distracts the band. 
Later, Lewis sprayed beer on 
the crowd. Although their stage 
presence rivals the two-dimen-
sionality of their album covers, 
the News more than compen-
sates with their music. 

For the next hour, the News 
performed hit after hit, includ-
ing: "The Power of Love," "If 
This is It," and "Walking on a 
Thin Line," Lewis' tribute to the 
Vietnam veteran. The concert 
climaxed with an extended 
version of "I Want a New Drug," 
with separate bass, guitar, and 
drum solos. Following the final 
chorus was a six-man jam with 
Lewis' harmonica dueling the 
saxophone of Johnny Castilo, 
ending the regular portion of 
show with the crowd cheering 
for more. 

Returning for an encore, the 
News played yet another series 
of hits and then made a dash 
for the exit ramp. 

Journalists wait to receive avacado halves filled with curried chicken while attending the MediaFest at the Museum of Fine Arts. 

Burke Baker Planetarium, 
revealed constellations in the 
stars and enabled watchers to 
"beam aboard the Starship 
Enterprise." I especailly liked 
the Grilled Bob White Quail and 
Texas Venison Sausage with 
Com Fritters. I had wanted to try 
the Beef Fajitas, but time 
constraints and a long line 
prevented it. 

When I returned to the 
Contemporary Arts Museum, I 
heard rave reviews of the 
chocolate cheesecake and 
truffles. However, I was fifth in 

line when the last dessert was 
served. Although disappointed, 
still enjoyed the jazzy music of 
Jam Session and the unusual 
sculptures in the museum. 

The MediaFest was a fun 
way for journalists to meet other 
journalists and Houston resi-
dents, as well as enjoy music, 
art and delicious food. 

Restaurant offers great food 
BY ANN ZITTERKOPF 

RICE UNIVERSITY 

It's always refreshing to 
walk into an ethnic restaurant 
and hear an authentic accent. 
This was very much the case 
when two friends and I visited 
Bangkok Taste (1226 Wes-
theimer, 528-6167), an excel-
lent Thai restaurant. 

The service throughout the 
meal was incredible. Our waiter 
was attentive, but not over-
bearing. When we arrived, he 
put the intricately folded 
napkins in our laps and hurried 
to get us tea. 

The iced tea ($.75) was 
much lighter than the standard 
instant Lipton. It had a crisper, 
more appealing taste. We also 
tried the Thai Iced Tea ($1.25). 
This tea was similar to an iced 
coffee. The layered drink itself 
was very aesthetically pleasing 
and tasted so sweet it could 
have been dessert. The top half 
of the drink was opaque white 
(coconut milk) and the bottom 
half looked like normal tea but 
tasted almost like a light, 
creamy coffee. (In addition, this 
tea was great for soothing taste 
buds whenever one of us would 

chew a chili pepper.) 
Each of the items on the 

menu had a spiciness rating 
from zero (mild) to two asterisks 
(very hot). When trying the food, 
however, we did not find this 
system consistent. The waiter 
said, though, that any item can 
be prepared specifically for the 
customer's palate. 

When we began to order 
appetizers, our waiter politely 
recommended the Satay 
($3.50) and said it was the best 
appetizer on the menu. We 
followed his advice and were 
quite pleased. The Satay 
consisted pf skewered barbe-
qued pork with a fresh, delicious 
peanut sauce. Also accompany-
ing the pork was an onion and 
cucumber salad in a vinegar 
marinade. This too was incred-
ible. The Satay had a single 
asterisk by it but was not spicy, 
just well seasoned. 

We also ordered the Po Peah 
Tod ($2.50), spring rolls, just to 
satisfy our curiousity. These had 
wonderfully fresh and crunchy 
vegtables, wrapped in dough 
and deep fat fried. The sweet 
and sour sauce that came with 
the spring rolls had a much' 
lighter flavor than standard 
sweet and sour sauce. 

I ordered Pud Poh Tak 
($9.95), a combination of 

mussels, squid, shrimp and 
scallops, sauteed with basil and 
chili peppers and served with 
rice. This entree had two 
asterisks beside it, but I did not 
find it spicy, as long as I 
avoided eating a chili pepper. 

My companions also let me 
sample their entrees, Nuea 
Pahd Kana and Guy Phad Med 
Ma Muang. 

The Nuea Pahd Kana ($6.95) 
was my favorite. This entree 
included slices of beef and 
delicious mushrooms in a red 
wine sauce on rice. This dish 
had no asterisks beside it, but 
was definitely the spiciest. 

I also liked the Guy Phad 
Med Ma Muang ($6.95). In this, 
chicken pieces were cooked 
with cashews and sliced 
seal lions and served on rice. 
This dish had one asterisk, but 
was the mildest of all the 
entrees. 

The portions of the entrees 
were not huge, but substantial 
and filling. They all had ex-
tremely lean meat and very 
sticky rice. The menu also had 
noodle, curry and vegetarian 
selections that I want to go back 
and sample. There is also a 
limited lunch menu on week-
days on which every entree 
(except seafood selections) is 
$3.99. 


