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SA proposes greatly expanding number of meal plans 
by David Fisher 
and Spencer Yu 

To address the controversy sur-
rounding food policy proposals cur-
rently under consideration in the SA 
Senate, the Ad Hoc Committee on 
the Food Policy has drafted a com-
promise proposal incorporating 
strong points from each of the indi-
vidual plans previously suggested. 
The new plan includes four options 
for on-campus students and three for 
off-campus students, an & la carte 
pricing system for most meals, guar-
anteed dinners on four nights, and a 
proportional base cost Roll-over of 
excess food money from fall semes-
ter to spring semester will be re-
tained, but, as was announced last 
semester by Food and Housing, 
rebates of funds at the end of either 
semester will not be issued next 
year. 

The creation of a multiple meal 
plan system for students is necessi-
tated by the elimination of rebates: 
students must have greater choice of 
plans at the beginning of each se-
mester in order to avoid major losses 

through unutilized (and non-rebat-
able) meal money. For OC's, it is the 
recognition that not all off-campus 
members eat on campus with the 
same frequency that has prompted 
the expansion of OC plans offered 
from one to three. 

The a la carte system was insti-
tuted along with the rebates to ren-
der CK accountable to the students 
— in other words, improve food 
quality. This new proposal retains a 
la carte pricing at costs that should 
be lower than currently paid. Under 
the system now employed at Rice, 
food prices paid at the terminal in-
clude a portion of overhead costs in 
addition to raw food costs. It is the 
view of the committee that students 
should see what their food costs are, 
and that this should not be blurred 
by a seemingly arbitrary addition of 
base cost to prices. Naturally, to 
compensate for the removal of base 
cost from prices, base costs listed on 
the food contract will reflect actual 
base costs, and thus will seem higher 
than in past years. The real effect, 
though, is simply to be frank with the 
students, rather than hide base cost 
in food prices. 

Base cost 
The two current food plans indi-

cate a flat base cost This is illusory 
due to the fact that base cost is in-
cluded in all food prices, meaning 
that students on the heavy plan pay 
more base cost while students on the 
lighter plan pay less. The committee 
proposes to continue with this 
method of proportional base cost, 
except now the amount each plan 
will contribute to base cost will be 

openly stated. Expansion of the 
number of plans offered will result in 
a greater differential between the 
heaviest and lightest plans in base 
cost paid, and the committee has 
further expanded this gap in order to 
make the system more equitable for 
light eaters. The heavy eaters will 
continue to have a significant propor-
tional advantage, but light eaters will 
also be able to save more money than 
under the current system and the 

other proposals. 
Finally, the committee is con-

cerned that the a la carte system that 
replaced the all-you-couid eat, ail-
meals-paid-for system has severely 
impacted the college system by dras-
tically reducing attendence at din-
ners. Both the Committee on the 
Food Policy and the Senate believe 
that as long as we must pay a very 
high base cost to maintain eight 

SEE CK, PAGE 9 

Leading GOP candidate comes to Rice 
by Kurt Moeller 

On January 12 in the Fam sworth 
Pavilion, before an audience of about 
70 people, Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Clayton Williams spoke 
about his background and his plans 
to fight drugs, improve Texas' educa-
tional system, and restore a favor-
able business climate to the state. 

Some polls have rated Williams, a 
wealthy entrepreneur from Midland, 
first in the four-candidate GOP field. 

His competitors in the March 13 
primary are Railroad Commissioner 
Kent Hance, Secretary of State Jack 
Rains and Dallas lawyer Tom Luce. 

Before starting his own compa-
nies, Williams graduated fromTexas 
A&M with a B.S. in agriculture, 
served in the army, and was a life 
insurance salesman. He is a lifelong 
Republican who became quite active 
in the party during the 1980s. 

His campaign claims Williams 
has created 26 companies and 
100,000 jobs since he founded his 

SA PROPOSALS ON 1990-91 MEAL PLAN SYSTEM 
PLAN \ 

PURE PROPORTIONAL BASE 
COST PUN 

• Four ori-campus and two off-
campus plans with staggered 
base costs, lower for light 
eaters and higher for heavy 
eaters. 

• Additional money can be 
added dollar-for-dollar in the 
last three weeks of the 
semester. If you grossly 
underestimate the plan you 
need and have to add early, you 
must buy up to the next plan. 

• Rollover will be maintained, 
allowing students to choose a 
smaller or larger meal plan for 
second semester. This keeps 
pressure on CKto improve food 
quality. 

PRO: This helps to equalize the 
base cost burden between all 
the plans. 

CON: Forces heavy eaters to 
pay more base cost than light 
eaters. 

PLAN 3 
FLAT RATE BASE COST PLAN 

• Basically, the plan that is in 
place this year, except that it 
will be expanded to 4 plans for 
on-campus eaters. 

• Additional money can be 
added dollar-for-dollar all 
semester long. 

• Rollover retained. 

PRO: It seems okay if you look 
at eating on campus as 
"membership in an exclusive 
club." 

CON: If this plan had been 
acceptable to the majority of 
students, there would have 
been no need to form an SA 
Committee to find a new plan in 
the first place. 

PLAN 2 
PROPORTIONAL BASE COST 

WITH PRE-PAID DINNERS 
PLAN 

• Similar to pure proportional 
plan, except that Monday-
Thursday dinners are pre-paid. 
If you skip dinner, you lose that 
money for good. 

• Additionally money can be 
added dollar-for dollar in the 
last three weeks. 

• Rollover retained. 

PRO: Helps to equalize base 
cost burden and supports the 
concept that pre-paid dinners 
will raise attendance at dinners 
and strengthen college unity. 

CON: CK will have funding for 
its worst meal guaranteed, and 
will be even less inclined than 
before to improve it. 

REGARDLESS OF THE PLAN, REBATES HAVE BEEN ELIMINATED 
FOR NEXT YEAR. HOWEVER, CK HAS AGREED TO RETAIN THE 
ROLLOVER OPTION FROM FALL TO SPRING. 

compiled by David Fisher, Spencer Yu and Thresher staff 

PLAN 4 
ALL-YOU CAN-EAT PLAN 

• The plan from the good old 
days, three years ago. 
Everyone pays a flat cost, and it 
is all-you-can-eat at every meal. 

PRO: No more ID's, and 
according to seniors and fifth-
years, more people go to dinner 
and more college unity. 

CON: Absolutely no financial 
impetus for CK to improve food 
quality. 

Students hold memorial services to honor King 
by Amy Keener 

In remembrance of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, many Rice students, 
faculty, staff and community mem-
bers participated in several memo-
rial events on Monday to commemo-
rate the birth of a man and a dream. 
Events included a brief gathering at 
Willy's Statue at noon, a memorial 
service in the chapel of the Catholic 
Student Center and a third candle-
light service at Brown College at 7:30 
p.m. 

President of the Black Student 
Union Alex Byrd opened the cere-
mony at Willy's Statue with a power-

ful plea emphasizing the meaning of 
words and the importance of the 
Martin Luther King legacy as a 
source of strength and encourage-
ment to continue fighting for free-
dom and peace. Byrd read a Lang-
ston Hughes poem entitled "Free-
dom's Plow" with emotion and con-
viction, captivating the audience of 
more than 150 faculty, staff and stu-
dents. The poem called for freedom 
from slavery, justice and equality by 
urging the American people to re-
flect and evaluate the principles of 
the American dream. 

Following Byrd, Tricia Elliot, an 
SRC sophomore, sang a gospel, "My 
Living Shall Not Be in Vain." 

Approximately 20 people at-
tended the church service at the 
Catholic Student Center later that 
afternoon. Father Brian Fontenot 
held the service, and Byrd again 
addressed the audience. Byrd 
praised King as the man who "gave 
us a national consciousness," and 
"exposed us to hypocrisy" and "chal-
lenged us to change." 

Byrd used an analogy of house 
trainingadog—forcing a dog to look 
at what it has done and teffing it that 
it is bad. "This is what Dr. King did 
for us," Byrd said. 

Byrd explained his belief that 
America does respect King's ideas 
and will continue to celebrate his 

birthday with reflection and contcnv 
plation rather than simply "holding a 
sale and closing the banks" as we 
celebrate other national holidays. In 
his closing remarks, Byrd urged 
everyone to take responsibility for 
his own community and to continue 
fighting for freedom 

Another group gathered in front 
of Brown College at 7:30 p.m. for a 
candle-light service honoring King. 
Byrd opened the ceremony, reciting 
a poem written by Nikki Giovanni in 
honor of Martin Luther King. Father 
Brian led the group in a short prayer 
and Lavinda Barns sang acapclla. 
Following the service, everyone lit a 

SEE KINO PAGE 9 

first business in 1957, and the candi 
date frequently mentioned his busi-
ness background. He insisted it was 
not a handicap, saying "I've been in 
Austin for years...fighting to protect 
my company from more taxes and 
more regulations." 

"I want to take the lessons I've 
learned from the private sector and 
apply them to make Texas govern -
ment better, not bigger," the 58-year-
old Williams stated. 

What motivated him to run for 
political office now, for the first time 
ever? Drugs, he said. "I don't accept 
that the future of our country is going 
to be determined by some blankety-
blank Colombian drug dealers. 
That's why I'm here today." 

Williams outlined a three-pro ng 
plan for attacking the problem. The 
first would be education, starting in 
kindergarten. "1 want to get to our 
children before the drug dealers do." 
he said. 

The second would be increasing 
sentences for dealers and users and 
giving dealers the death penalty. He 
advocated doubling prison space, 
saying the average criminal served 
only one day out of six of his original 
sentence. 

The th\rd and most noted part of 
the plan would be tough, specific 
punishments against young users. 
He advocated taking away driver's 
licenses of teenagers caught using 
marijuana and "teaching the joys of 
busting rocks" to youthful users of 
harder drugs. 

Williams proposed a 90-day mili-
tary boot camp in West Texas where 
offenders would break rocks with 
pick axes in order to build roads and 
parks. Afterward they would go to a 
six-month work camp where they 
would earn minimum wage. 

Upon completion of the program, 
their conviction would be erased. 
The money the offenders had earned 
and the new attitude and work ethic 
they would gain would enable them 
to reject drugs and follow a different 
path, Williams claimed. 

The would-be governor also 
stressed the need to improve educa 
tion. One in three students is a drop-
out, he said. "You're going to pay for 
that When they steal from you, 
when they're on welfare." 

He said the key factor was mak-
S t T WILLIAMS, PAGE 6 

FINE ARTS 

Generation 
conflict, television 
and violence play 
key roles in 
Thomas Pynchon's 
new novel, 
Vineland. 

See page 12 
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New meal plan proposal 
overlooks food quality 

On Monday, the Student Association will choose from four meal 
plans for implementatio n next year that have been proposed by the SA 
Committee on Food Policy, headed by Spencer Yu and David Fisher. 
All four proposals have been published in this week and last week's 
Thresher, and are summarized on the front page. There have been 
several other proposals, one of which is explained in David French 
and Steve Eichner's letter in this section, but these have been submit-
ted very late in the process and most are very vague. The SA must 
choose a plan at the next meeting, and it will most likely be one of 
these four proposals. 

In fact, at this time the SA is already inclined to choose what is la-
belled as Plan 2 on the front page: Proportional Base Cost with Pre 
paid D inners. This plan was worked out during the SA Leadersh ip Re-
treat last weekend. It was not proposed before this week. 

The plan represents a compromise between various opinions of 
the SA on meal plans. It combines a proportional base cost system, 
which allows students to buy according to their eating habits on a 
relatively equal basis, but it also forces prepayment of dinners, which 
some SA members feel is a necessary evil to protect "college unity." 

Because it had not been presented to students, the vote on meal 
plans was postponed until next Monday's SA meeting, although the 
majority of senators seemed pleased with the compromise proposal. 

There are two serious flaws in this plan that should be addressed. 
The first is that since most Rice students overwhelmingly prefer 
lunch to dinner (for some reason high lunch attendance does not 
represent college unity), they will have to pay for a larger meal plan 
in order to buy the same number of lunches as they would on the pure 
proportional system. Second, instead of forcing Central Kitchen to 
continue to improve food quality at dinner, it takes away the financial 
incentive for CK to attract more students to eat dinner in the colleges. 

The goal of prepaid dinners is that people will not want to waste 
money, and dinner attendance will rise to prerebate levels. That is 
admirable, but after three years of both bucking the system and 
wasting money eating out, students may not be as complacent as the 
SA believes. 

However, the majority of students realize there is a "price to be 
paid" for the inherent inefficiencies of a college system. As they did 
in the past, students will probably be willing to pay for decent meals 
and the privilege of eating at home. The only reason the old system 
was thrown out in the first place is that food quality was terrible. Al-
though no ond^as found any green fajita meat this year, food quality, 
especially at dinner, continues to send many students to McDonald's. 
Reverting to a prepaid dinner system will take away the best incentive 
CK has to bring food quality to consistently palatable standards. 

It seems that from the proposals considered, the best long term 
plan for students is the proportional base cost system. It will allow 
students to still have some power over CK; if the food plan does not 
improve next fall, everyone can switch to a smaller plan in the spring. 
But it will also give CK a reasonable and stable budget that a rebate 
system jeopardizes. 

In any case, CK Director Bill Boorom has consistently avoided the 
issue of food quality, which is at the root of most student's complaints 
against CK. The Thresher strongly urges all students to boycott lunch 
today, to show CK that food quality is the most important issue, and 
that if the quality improves, student anger over CK will subside almost 
completely. 

Urge Congress to 
sanction China 

Soon after Congress reconvenes Tuesday, it is expected to con-
sider bills that would protect Chinese students in the U.S and impose 
economic and military sanctions on China. The Rice community 
should back democracy and peaceful change by urgingtheir congres-
sional representatives to support both bills.The first bill, which has 
already passed without a dissenting vote, would allow Chinese stu-
dents here to remain if they would be in danger in China. Bush vetoed 
t he bill, saying he could accomplish the same thing with an executive 
order which would be less embarrassing to the Chinese government. 
As of now, he hasn't implemented such an order. 

How can we trust him? After the June 4th massacre he promised 
no "high-level contacts" but sent Deputy Secretary of State Eagle 
burger and National Security Advisor Scowcroft to China in July. 

Bush hailed the recent lifting of martial law in Beijing, but con-
gressmen from both parties, other governments, and foreign busi-
ness executives all see how meaningless the gesture is. 

Many ex-soldiers have been transferred to the police force, and 
there are still laws which allow arrests without explanations, secret 
trials, executions, control of the press, and brutal student "re-educa-
tion" camps. Still unreleased are the thousands of pro-democracy pro-
testers and supporters arrested in the ongoing crackdown. 

Furthermore, people are still being hauled away from Tiananmen 
Square for shouting slogans or placing wreaths to honor the dead. 

The Chinese lifted martial law because their economic problems 
make them dependent on Western-controlled agencies like the 
World Bank. They need us more than we need them. 

The White House is lobbying heavily to sustain its veto, and Con-
gress will soon vote. Members of the Rice community are urged to 
call or write your representatives. Urge them to override the veto and 
pass tough new sanctions. 

W R O N G , I ' M 
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Cancel classes for M.L. King day 
To the editors: 

On Monday morning, January 15, 
I woke up to my alarm clock radio as 
I do every weekday; this particular 
day was different, however. As I lis-
tened to the deejay on the radio talk 
about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s 
birthday, I asked myself, "Why am I 
going to class today?" Here it was, a 
day that is recognized as a national 
holiday by most of the nation, yet 
Rice was still open for school. Hous-
ton paused to observe this great 
leader by closing the banks and the 
public schools, yet Rice could not 
pause for just one day. 

I am a black female student and 
deep down in my heart I did not want 
to go to class on Monday. I wanted to 
rebel against the system, therefore 
making a statement that I would 
honor Dr. King's birthday by paus-
ing on this day, regardless of what I 
was supposed to do as a Rice student 
Then I thought to myself, "What 
would Dr. King tell me to do?" I had 
little trouble answering that ques-
tion. I knew that Dr. King would tell 
me to go to class. He would want me 
to gain all the knowledge that I could 
so I would have the opportunity to do 
whatever I wanted in life, and be the 
best at it Not going to class and 

L e t t e r s 

THE EDITOR 

missing a quiz would have hurt me 
more than helped me in my attempt 
to be the best that I can. 

I do want to gain all the knowl-
edge I can from this prestigious uni-
versity because "knowledge is 
power." I want to live the dream and 
fight against injustice, discrimina-
tion and oppression just like Dr. King 
did. He was a mighty warrior on the 
battlefield for justice and equality. 
He lost his life so that I might live, 
and so that I might have the opportu-
nity to go to a school such as Rice 
University. He put his life on the line 
so that we all might be free; he fought 
for everyone. Because he stood for 
peace and fought for equality for all, 
he was honored by having a day set 
aside in remembrance of him and his 
work. Since this man was so great 
and revered by so many, 1 just cannot 
understand why we, Rice University, 
cannot recognize this national holi-
day. I know that Rice is a private uni-
versity and therefore we have our 

own governing body. However, why 
can't the governing members and 
administration see the significance 
of this day? 

Rice is somewhat trying to live 
the dream, even though we have a 
way to go. There are many diverse 
backgrounds, races and religions 
here at Rice. It is kind of sad, how-
ever, to think that just 30 years ago 
there were no black students on this 
campus. Dr. King wanted people 

I have 
a dream, too... 

from all backgrounds to be able to 
come together, I am here because of 
Dr. King who had this dream. I have 
a dream too, that before I graduate 
from Rice, we will observe Dr. King's 
birthday. Only then will we truly be 
making a statement to Houston and 
the nation that Rice joins them in 
supporting the work that Dr. King 
did and the fight against injustice and 
discrimination that has not been won 
yet 

Happy birthday, Dr. King. 
Lawrencina Mason 

Jones '93 
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The worst thing about tuition going up: no one knows why 

BY MICHAEL RAPHAEL 
ought 

Every year at schools across the 
country, students get outraged as 
their universities tell them how 
much higher tuition will be for the 
following year. Student politicos all 
over the place campaign for office by 
opposing tuition hikes. Lower tui-
tion, like lower taxes, is a campaign 
slogan that won't lose you any 
votes—yet it is not always good pol-
icy. 

Even in the tranquil atmosphere 
of Rice, you can notice a few people 
getting a little hot under the collar 
when the school pulls a dollar 
amount out of the hat each year. 
Come campuswide elections, you 
can even find Rice student politicos, 
glad to have a serious issue they can 
stand for, talking tough on tuition. 

But are we Rice students right 
when we demand a brake on tuition 

increases? Are we justifiably upset 
when the Board of Governors de-
cides, as it did on December 5, that 
tuition will be pumped up by $800 (13 
percent) next year? If students held 
a formal protest in the main quad— 
an idea some toyed with last year, 
before apathy kicked in—would they 
have a good point, or would they ju st 
be whining in vain and without a 
reason? 

The answer to these questions is, 
unfortunately, yet another one. Who 
knows? Our discussion on campus 
about tuition increases, though 
more vigorous than the discussion 
on most other subjects, is still de-
pressingly lacking substance. For all 
the rhetoric, the annual tuition 
clamor reduces to three statements: 

Board of Governors'. Tuition is 
going up by boocoodles of dollars 
next year. 

Students: That really sucks. 
President Rupp: 1 know it sucks, 

but we need the money. 
This is especially disheartening 

because, more than at other universi-
ties, tuition decisions at Rice oughtto 

be given special scrutiny. When he 
left his fortune to the university, 
William Marsh Rice embedded two 
provisions in the charter that now 
seem quite radical. Over 50 years af-
ter the first students matriculated, in 
1964, university officials went to 
court to strike out the two words 
from Willy's charter that manifested 
that radicalism—"white" and "free." 
After they suceeded, the 1965-66 

The need for 
glasnost at Rice. 

academic year brought twin revolu-
tions to Rice life. 

No one today would disagree 
with the first revolution, which al-
lowed black students at Rice. The 
whites-only provision was ruled an 
outdated product of Willy's time. But 
the administration needed to find 
another argument to sidestep Willy's 
desire to have a free university. 

What the administration had to 
argue, and what the courts accepted, 

Talk to SA senators about meal plans 
To the editors: 

On Monday, January 21, the SA 
will hold a special meeting to vote on 
proposed food plan schemes for the 
1990-91 academic year. It is in your 
best interest to become familiar with 
the debate and to make your opinion 
known to your senator or college 
president 

The first scheme incorporates a 
pre-paid meal system with variable 
base cost In this scheme, a student 
pays $195 in advance for the evening 
meals Monday through Thursday. 
Even if that person does not attend 
dinner, he or she will have paid for 
that meal anyway. A sticker on the 
back of a student's ID will indicate 
that he or she has paid. All other 
meals will operate as they do now. A 
variable base cost system offers four 
plans. 

The second proposal includes 
pre-paid dinners with a flat rate base 
cost All four plans have a base cost of 
about $485. The card account, the 
amount of money a student actually 
spends on food, ranges from $150-
$400. 

Scheme three is similar to 
scheme two except that it has no pre-
paid dinner system. The base cost is 
the same for each plan, but the card 
account ranges from $200-$500. 

When you examine these three 
proposals you need to understand 
why they were created. The original 
intent of the SA Food Committee was 
to address three main issues: 
increasing dinner attendance, 
protecting the light eater, and 
bringing the price of the food down. 

Poor dinner attendance played a 
big role in the SA committee's deci-
sion to begin a pre-paid dinner sys-
tem. A lot of seniors who remember 
the old pre-paid plan feel that having 
everyone at dinner fosters college 
unity. I agree that it would be nice if 
everyone came to dinner, but I would 
not feel right in forcing someone to 
pay for a meal they would not ordi-
narily eat 

This system also robs students of 
any economic bargaining power on 
food quality, Central Kitchen has 
less incentive to respond to food 
complaints if people have already 
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agreed to come to dinner or at least 
pay for it It will be the people who 
cannot stand the food who will be 
hurt the most 

As far as protecting the light eater 
is concerned, all three schemes are 
better than the current system. The 
first scheme would be the obvious 
best choice. It allows light-eaters to 
pay a great deal less base than heavy-
eaters. However, we do not feel this 
is fair. The base cost is intended to 
cover all of Central Kitchen's operat-
ing costs up to, but excluding, the 
sale of the food. The fact remains that 
Rice University has given Central 
Kitchen the duty to be prepared to 
serve every person on campus at any 
meal period. That means that if two 
people show up for dinner instead of 
one hundred, Central Kitchen must 
still pay a working staff capable of 
serving that one hundred. Any per-
son on campus is guaranteed of a 
cooked meal if he or she wants it 
That guarantee must be paid for. 

We do not see any reason why 
someone who is a heavy eater shou Id 
pay more for the same privilege. 
That is where schemes two and 
three come into play. As a compro-
mise, the flat base cost was lowered 
as far as it could be to accommodate 
light eaters and a portion of that base 
cost was shifted to the purchase 
price of the food. That way heavy 
eaters pay slightly more base cost in 
the long run, but they don't bear the 
burden of the other scheme. It 
should be noted that at last week's 
Food Committee meeting, a general 
consensus of the attending students 
and committee members was 
reached in favor of the flat rate sys-
tem based on its fairness. Somehow, 
over the course ot that weekend's SA 
retreat, they decided to ignore stu-
dent input and advocate a variable 
base system anyway. 

The last issue is food prices. 
Scheme one was built on the ideal of 
rolling back prices to nearly raw food 
costs. The reason this is possible is 
because the base cost is simply 
higher to cover the difference. 
Schemes two and three have a lower 
base cost forcing the food to be a 
little more expensive. In either case 
you will see a marked change from 
the current prices. 

The time has come for you to 
decide. If you do not want to pre-pay 
for dinners, then your choice is very 
easy. If you want pre-paid dinners, 
then the choice comes down to how 
you want to pay your base cost. No 
matter what you decide, please make 
your opinion known, lire SA cant 
make an appropriate decision with-
out your input 

David French 
Headwaiter Coordinator 

Wiess '91 
Steve Eichner 

Wiess '91 

was that it was impossible for Rice to 
be a first-rate university and not 
charge tuition. Willy may have 
wanted free schooling, but he also 
wanted top-notch progeny. One of 
the two goals had to go, and the 
administration felt a little tuition was 
probably the best thing. The Rice 
president at the time, K.S. Pitzer, 
even had to take the stand and make 
the fairly humiliating argument that 
he presided over only a "minor 
league" school. The implication was 
that Rice could be in the majors only 
when the tuition dollars began flow-
ing. e 

Since then, the Rice policy has 
been to strike a balance that I would 
call following the "spirit" of William 
Marsh Rice's charter. That is, Rice 
has charged tuition, but administra-
tors say they nevertheless try their 
best to keep it as low as possible. If 
tuition goes up, we students are 
supposed to assume that the money 
is necessary to meet the costs of 
funding a first-rate institution. 

That's why students who say a 
tuition increase is unwarranted but 
who know nothing about the Rice 
budget are being irresponsible. If it 
costs more to make improvements 
that students want (a well-funded 
placement office, a building for the 
music school), tuition raises could of 
course be justified. 

The Rice administration, how-
ever, is being more irresponsible. 
They seem to ignore what ought to 
be a sacred duty on this campus—to 
explain why tuition is booming. To 
say vaguely that "expenses are going 
up" is to say nothing. The Board of 
Governors wants students to swal-
low a bitter pill without explaining 
why we're taking the medicine. 

What has now become the stan-
dard balm for students' com-
plaints—the fact that despite heavy 
increases, tuition consistently cov-
ers about 20 percent of the budget— 
is in fact a red herring. It evades the 
real issues for two reasons. 

First, it doesnt let us know why 
the educational budget is getting so 
much bigger. We ought to be told 
what these new expenses are, not 
just that we're paying for 20 percent 
of them. 

Second, there is nothing magic 
about 20 percent Of course, it's 
wonderful that they don't charge us a 
greater percentage than that, but is 
there some reason tuition can't drop 
to a smaller percentage when, say, 
new expenses can be covered by 
growing endowment income or in-
creased alumni giving? 

The Student Association has 
formed a permanent tuition commit-
tee, which could provide an ideal set-
ting to get administrators to cough 
up the real reasons behind tuition 
increases and let students discuss 
them. The university ought to pro-
vide the SA committee—and the 
Thresher—the logic and figures 
behind their reasoning of why tuition 
needs to go up a certain amount 

Last year around this time, Presi-
dent Rupp sent out thousands of let-
ters to explain his thoughts on tui-
tion to members of the Rice commu-
nity. We learned that he wants the 
university to keep tuition as low as it 
can be while still providing the re-
sources a first-rate university needs. 
More glasnost on the issue would let 
the Rice community decide whether 
the annual tuition increases, in fact, 
do justice to such an admirable the-
ory. 

Rice students typically 
'full of themselves' 

To the editors: 
Concerning the misclass titled 

"top ten classes at the U. of H.," 1 
realize the purpose of the misclassi-
fied is to print material that is offen-
sive without having to identify one-
self (like a restroom wall). Still, it was 
not even remotely funny. 

I used to attend Rice until the so-
called Reagan revolution. When the 
Democratic financial aid programs 
(primarily large grants and small 
low-interest loans) turned into Re-
publican financial aid programs (pri-
marily small grants and large high-
interest loans), I found out I could 
not afford to go to Rice anymore 
without sinking at least 15 to 20 thou-
sand dollars in debt Therefore 1 
went to the University of Houston, 
where at least I can afford the tuition 
and fees. 

Not only did the writer of the 
misclass substitute poor taste for 
humor, which is usual for the mis-
classifieds; the writer also showed 
ignorance of what U. of H. has to 
offer. Let me enlighten them by giv-
ing my own top ten list: 

Top Ten U. of H. Programs Not 
Offered at Rice: 

10) Technology 
9) Hotel and Restaurant Manage-

ment 
8) Social Work 
7) Optometry 
6) Pharmacy 
5) Law 
4) Radio-Television 
3) Journalism 
And last but not least, tied for first: 
1) Afro-American Studies 
Mexican-American Studies 
As an added benefit, the students 

at U. of H. are generally not as full of 
themselves (among other things) as 
many Rice students tend to be. 

SowhatdoU.of H. students think 
of Rice? In general, they ignore you, 
unless boredom is setting in when U. 
of H. is beating Rice in football by t>4 
points or in basketball by 15 points. 
Like the old saying goes, if you can't 
say anything nice about someone, 
don't say anything at all. Enough 
said. 

Ben Alcala 
Will Rice '81 

Death article distasteful 
To the editors: 

In September you published a 
feature about the death of freshman 
Pete Day, which included state-
ments attributed to me which I con-
sider inaccurate. 

In a phone conversation with 
your reporter, I attempted to assist 
her in writing what was understood 
by me to be an obituary. What was 
printed was more of a newsy feature, 
and included references to the 
young man's medical history and his 
personal schedule immediately 
prior to his tragic death. These refer-
ences were inaccurate, and were also 
considered irrelevant and somewhat 
distasteful by the victim's family 
members. 

I regret that your paper involved 
me in writing a news feature, when I 
only wanted to cooperate with the 

family's desire for a succinct obitu-
ary. I did not know Pete very well, but 
being close to his parents, I under-
stand their respect for Rice and their 
concern about the way his untimely 
death was featured in your paper. 

Tom Kerr 
Houston, Texas 

r 
DO YOU 
KNOW ' j 

•who your U.S. Senators and I 
Congressmen are? J 
•who represents your district . 
in the state legislature? j 

GET INFORMED I 
AND INVOLVED! I 

I I 
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SO HOW'S 
THE NEW 

PROCONSUL 
WORKING 

OUT* 

MIXED 
REPORIS 
SIR. 

AT LASTWEEKEND'S EMBASSY 
RECEPTION, HE SPILLED A PITCH -
BR OF DAIQUIRIS ON VICE 
PRESIDENT CAUDERON AND 
LATER FELL INTO THE POOL... 

ON THE OTHER HANI?, HPS GOTTEN 
PERSONALLY INVOLVED IN RE-
S1DPJN6 OVIL PEACE-. HE'S EVEN 
BEZN TEACHING CLASSES AT 
THE NEW "PUBLIC FORCE"ACADEMY! 

° ' 

G00P MORNING. P^f/5IR! 

THIS IS AN THAT'S BEEN 
ELECTRIC DROPPED 

CATTLE PROD. FROM TH^ 
cv/ / /I C2I LA I 

PROCONSUL DUKE TALKS TO 
PANAMA S NEUJ "PUBUC FORCE." I 

THE IMPORTANT THING FOR YOU 
TO REMEMBER IS THAT IN THE 
NEW PANAMA, YOU GOTTA 60 

NOW, IDONT LIKE IT ANY MORS 
THAN YOU, BUT THAT'S THE DOWN 
SIDE OF A REAL DEMOCRACY— 
FOR SOME REASON, CRIMINALS 
HAVE RIGHTS! / 

WHAT KJND 
OF RJQHTS, 
SENOR PRO-
CONSUL? 

UM... WELL, FOR 
STARTERS, YOU 
CANT DO ANY-
THING CRUEL OR 

TC UNU-

BUT YOUR 
SOLDIERS 
MAPE NORI-
EGA LISTEN 
TO RAP 

THAT WAS STILL SENOR, 
PART OF THE WILD WE 
INVASION. TO WEAR 

DOESN'T COUNT. ITALIAN 
I SPORTS 

JACKETS? 

MEN, AS PANAMA'S NEW PEACB 
OFFICERS. IT'LL BE UP TV YOU 70 
MAKE THIS A COUNTRY WE 
CAN ALE BE PROUD OF' 

PANAMA'S BEING GIVEN ONE MORE 
CHANCE TO EMULATE THEAMERJ-
CAN MODEL OF DEMOCRACY. YOU 
HAVE A FREELY ELECTED PREST-
DENT, YOU HAVE /I CONSTITU-
TION, YOU HAVE FOUNDING 
FATHERS... 

OH, YEAH' 
ONE MORE 
THING BE-
FORE YOU 
AU, TAKE 

OFF... 

OBVIOUSLY, THE WHOLE POINT 
OF THIS NEW PUBUC FORCE IS 
TO RE-ESTABLISH CREDIBILITY 
WITH THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE. 
JUST OUT OF CURJOSTTY, HOW MANY 
OF YOU WERE IN NORIEGA'S OLD 

PDF7 

=1 

HOW ABOUT DONT 
A DECLARA- GET CUTE. 
TION OF CLASS 

INDEPEN - DISMISSED. 
DENCE? 

THE 82M p 
AIRBORNE 
REVERE THEM WHAT 

FOUNDING 
FATHERS? 

OKAY, MAYBE 
WE BETTER GO 

OVER THE 
CONSTITUTION 
AGAIN. JUST 

TO BE SAFE 
/ 

LISTEN[ COLONEL, AFTER WE 
CLEAR OUT OF HERE, YOU 
CAN GO BACK TO YOUR OWN 
WAY OF KEEPING ORDER! BUT 
UNTIL THEN, I'VE GOT A 

DEMOCRACY TO RUN' 

YOU'VE GOT TO FIND A FEW MEN FOR 
THE PUBLIC FORCE WHO WEREN'T 
IN THE PDF' EVERYONE THINKS 
ALL WE'VE DONE IS CHANGE 

THE SHOULDER PATCHES! 

I HAD A WALK 
AROUND THE CI TY 
TODAY, SIR. YOU 
CANT BELIEVE THE 
EXTENT OF THIS 

JRAGEDY! 
/ 

TRAGEDY7 

WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT, 
HONEY* 

M M 

I'M TALKING ABOUT HUNDREDS 
OF PANAMANIANS KILLED, THOU-
SANDS LEFT HOMELESS, *2 
BILLION IN DAMAGES —NOT 
TO MENTION THE 23 COFFINS 

\ DRAPED UHTH 
.THE U.S. 

.FLAG... 

SI/SENOR 
PROCONSUL, 
BUT THE 
PEOPLE 
RESPECT 
MY MEN! 

ARE YOU KIDDING1? 
THEY EQATHE THEM! 
92% OF THE 

PANAMANIAN PEO-
PLE SUPPORT 
THE INVASION! 

IF YOU SAY 
SO, SENOR. 
5H0ULD WE 
DETAIN THE 
OTHER &%>7 

YOU STILL 
DONT GET 
IT, DO YOU? 

/ 

1 
CF COURSE ITS 
A TRAGEDY! WHAT 
ELSE- COULD YOU 
POSSIBLY CALL 

IT* 

WELL, I 
THINK LEE 
AT WATER 
SAID IT 
BEST... 

A POLITICAL 
JAQKPCFT? 
REALLY? 

THERE'S 
NO OTHER 
WORD FOR . 
IT, SIR! ( 
/ 

eyo/? 

THE HEDGES 

Drug czar 
upsets some 
scholars 
by Shaila Dewan 

Many noted scholars have expressed out-
rage at drug czar William Bennett's speech last 
month at Harvard University. Bennett said, 
"In the great public-policy debate over drugs, 
the academic and intellectual communities 
have, by and large, had little to contribute, and 
little of that has been genuinely useful, or for 
that matter, mentally distinguished." 

Bennett also downplayed a theory attract-
ing serious interest; that the best way to control 
drug use is to legalize drugs. Bennett called the 
argument "superficial" and "disingenuous." 

"Let me remind this audience, here at a 
great university, that drugs are a threat to the 
life of the mind...Learned institutions should 
regard drugs as the plague," Bennett said. 

Ethan Nadelmann, a professor at Prince-
ton University and a leading proponent of 
legalization, said that Bennett refused to look 
at research which might contradict the Bush 
Administration's policy. Nadelmann, whose ar-
ticles have been praised by former Secretary of 
State George Schultz and journalist William F. 
Buckley, among others, said the Director of 
the Office of National Drug Control Policy had 
refused several offers to appear with him, 
because "Bennett is too chicken to debate me." 

Other scholars criticized Bennett for politi-
cal interference in academia. Arnold Trebach, 
professor of justice, law, and society at Ameri-
can University in Washington, D.C., said 
Bennett's speech was "Stalinist in the sense of 
the duty of a scholar being to support state 
policy." 

• Hall of the holly: In early December, two 
faculty members at Moorhead State 
University in Moorhead, Minn., complained 
thata sprig ofmistletoe hanging in their depart-
ment office was inappropriate in a business 
setting. 

Margaret Potter, assistant professor of 
psychology, said that mistletoe could provide a 
setting for sexual harassment Her complaints 
led President Roland Dill to suggest that the 
mistletoe be removed. 

"We haven't banned anything," Dill said. 
"We just want to heighten sensitivity about the 
fact that some may find certain Christmas 
decorations threatening or offensive." 

•Fringe Benefits: Christopher Martinez 
resigned from his post of student-body presi-
dent at the College of San Mateo in San 
Mateo, Calif., and is under investigation for 
misuse of funds. Martinez allegedly bought a 
$34,000 Mercedes-Benz and $8,000 worth of 
computer equipment. 

Documents used to make the purchases 
were signed by fictitious officials and claimed 
that Martinez had "the power of authority" to 
make the purchases. 

Martinez is no longer a San Mateo student 
He has been arrested and charged with violat-
ing his probation on a conviction for credit-card 
fraud, The Chronicle of Higher Education re-
ports. 

•When Lloyd Bentsen spoke at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin's fall commence-
ment, students were not about to pass up the 
opportunity to voice their opinions regarding 
Bentsen's support of aid to the ARENA govern-
ment in El Salvador. According to The Daily 
Texan, peace activists systematically carried 
out a disruption of the ceremony. 

First, members of the Central American 
Peace Initiative hung a banner reading 
"Bentsen Supports Salvadoran Death Squads" 
from the mezzanine. 

Minutes later a banner welcoming Bentsen 
as a war criminal was draped from a lower 
balcony. A third banner was spotted by police 
before it could be unfurled. 

As Bentsen concluded his address, nine 
students stood up wearing T-shirts. Side-by-
side the T-shirts spelled out "Stop U.S. Aid." 
The students began a verbal assault on 
Bentsen. 

Protesters ousted by police regrouped out-
side the center to distribute fliers denouncing 
Bentsen. One of them wore a Nazi uniform. 
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Supreme Court removes shield of secrecy in tenure decisions 
Administrators, professors divided on importance of ruling 

by Greg Kahn 

The Supreme Court of the United 
States ruled unanimously on January 
9 that universities accused of dis-
crimination in regard to tenure deci-
sions must make the relevant per-
sonnel files available to Federal in-
vestigators. The decision, which was 
a huge victory for the United States 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission and numerous civil 
rights groups in a case filed against 
the University of Pennsylvania, was 
taken by many faculty and university 
officials across the country as a blow 
against academic freedom, and 
some officials stated that the deci-
sion could have a "chilling" effect on 
the procedure of honest peer review. 

However, many Rice University 
chairs, faculty and administration 
officials, for the most part, do not 
seem to view the landmark decision 
as anything that will alter the tenure 
evaluation process. Though one 
professor stated "there will be much 
more hesitancy on the part of every-
one involved with evaluations of 
people for jobs or grants," in general 
the people interviewed for this story 
did not see any serious changes in 
the way that tenure or other person-
nel decisions involving evaluations 
will be handled at Rice. 

Peer review materials are used by 
many universities, including Rice, as 
confidential scholarly assessments 
of a tenure candidate's performance 
and potential, and the materials help 
to formulate arguments on whether 
or not to grant the candidate a perma-
nent position on the faculty. 

Rosalie Tung, a Chinese-Ameri-
can woman, filed a complaint with 
the EEOC in 1985 after being denied 
tenure at the University of Pennsyl-
vania's Wharton School of Business. 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, which Congress extended to 
educational institutions in 1972, pro-
hibits employment discrimination 
based on race, sex, national origin or 
religion. According to the New York 
Times, Tung is presently the Wis-
consin Distinguished Professor and 
director of the International Busi-
ness Center at the University of 
Wisconsin, where she has tenure. 

Justice Harry A Blackmun wrote 
the decision for the court "We can-
not accept the university's invitation 
to create a new privilege against the 
disclosure of peer review 
materials... we doubt the peer review 
process is any more essential in ef-
fectuating the right to determine 
Vho may teach' than is the availabil-
ity of money... Not all academics will 
hesitate to stand up and be counted 
when they evaluate their peers. 

"The costs that ensue from 
disclosure.. .constitute only one side 
of the balance," Blackmun wrote. 
"As Congress has recognized, the 
costs associated with racial and sex-
ual discrimination in higher learning 
are very substantial. Fewwould deny 
that ferreting out this kind of invidi-
ous discrimination is a great if not 
compelling governmental 
interest... If there is a 'smoking gun' 
to be found that demonstrates dis-
crimination in tenure decisions, it is 
likely to be tucked away in peer re-
view files." 

James 0. Freedman, president of 
Dartmouth College, was quoted by 
the New York Times as saying that 
because of litigation and the appar-
ent political overtones in some ten-
ure decisions, evaluations are "more 
accessible than they were 20 years 
ago...There is certainly more fear 
among faculty members that are 
asked to evaluate a faculty member's 
work." 

Rice University provost Neal 
Lane,who plays an administrative 
role in many tenure and promotion 
decisions, said Tuesday that "I don't 
know that I could predict any particu-
lar procedural changes in the way 
the tenure and promotion decisions 
are tendered at Rice.. .The one effect 
the case might have on tenure deci-

sions is that it will be increasingly 
difficult to interpret letters as part of 
the dossiers. There might be a suspi-
cion that letter writers will be more 
reluctant to completely evaluate a 
faculty member's performance and 
scholarship. 

"I should hasten to add that exter-
nal letters are in no way the only way 
to access research and other creative 
activities in tenure and promotion 
decisions, but they have always 
played an important part in that proc-
ess." 

John Boles, professor of history 
and editor of the Journal of Southern 
History, said he felt the decision 
could have wide-ranging implica-
tions. "It will impact a lot of people. I 
think it will matter in terms of giving 
evaluations to people applying for 
jobs or grants. I'm frequently asked 
to write recommendations for 
people... For people forwhom you're 
quite enthusiastic, I don't think [the 
decision] will matter...But for Pro-
fessor X, whom you have some 
doubts and some reservations, in 
those cases there will be much more 
hesitancy to write anything. I think 
there will be more hesitancy on the 
part of everyone, because...there 
will be a certain amount of fear about 
making enemies, and really I think 
that people will be afraid of making 
those enemies because of what they 
write. I think that this decision will 
complicate the matter of evaluations 
or recommendations. People will be 
less certain of writing what they re-
ally think." 

William Martin, chairman of the 
sociology department, said that 
there certainly will not be an immedi-
ate impact in his department be-
cause everyone currently on the fac-
ulty has tenure, and he doesn't antici-
pate another tenure decision "for at 
least the next six years." Martin also 
said that he didnt believe the effect 
was going to be severe for the univer-
sity as a whole. "My guess is that the 
anxiety is a little bit overblown. For 
example, when I write recommenda-
tions for students, I always prefer the 
chance for anonymity, which will 
actually help the student, because 
then you are free to explain things in 
the recommendation which a stu-
dent might interpret as negative but 
which in fact help them because you 
can fully explain [the student's true 
potential] as a scholar...[and] as a 
professor. 

"I would, of course, prefer to be 
anonymous in evaluations. But when 
it comes right down to it, there's a 
good chance that what you wrote will 
be found out in one way or another. 
For example, files exist in each de-
partment In a university setting, 
people coming up for tenure gener-
ally know enough people to ask 
about the evaluations. They can ask 
people, "Was there any unfairness in 
the review?' 

"When I heard about the deci-
sion, my feeling was, 'Big deal.' I 
don't think too many people are out 
there to stab minorities, or women, 
or a guy because they have the cover 
of secrecy. There is a peer review 
system of grants, or for the publica-
tion of articles, and it's usually not a 
problem to pin who wrote the review 
down." 

Billy Bonner, chairman of the 
physics department, commented 
that "in practice, I don't see [the 
decision] having a major impact In 
theory, people might not be as can-
did as they could be because of fear 
thatwhat they say will be discovered. 
But in practice, it is incumbent on the 
individual to be candid and honest 
and open. If that means saying things 
that might be negative, then that's 
one of the downsides. One of my 
professional duties is to write letters 
to other universities about candi-
dates for positions, and I dont see 
what I will write being changed by 
this decision. 

"Of course, some people might 
take the easy path, but there'll be 
enough people who remain honest 
not to subvert the system Honesty in 

this process is for the long-term, 
overall benefit of the profession and 
scholarship." 

Gordon Smith, chairman of the 
economics department, said he 
wasn't sure what the fallout over the 
decision will be. "I wouldn't expect 
dramatic changes. I think people 
who see this as the end of the [tenure 
review process] are just wrong. 
There are already student waivers on 
recommendation forms that, if 
signed, will keep what you say about 
them anonymous. I think that waiver 
system might apply in this case. 

"Frankly, I'd always assumed that 
[peer reviews were open to evalu-
ation]. This whole matter is news to 
me." 

Walter Isle, chairman of the Eng-
lish department, said that it is too 

early to predict the impact of the 
decision. "I think itU have some ef-
fect, but not dire effects. I think that 
while it could have some effect out-
side the university, when you know 
what you write might not be confi-
dential. People might be more reti-
cent in what they say. [But] it won't 
change the whole process. It's a 
matter of academic freedom versus 
more thought to being responsible. 

"There's a fairly close interrela-
tionship at Rice between the depart-
ments, the deans, the administration 
and the university council. I think it's 
pretty seldom when something per-
sonal is an issue. It is too open a 
process as it is at Rice to usually have 
much controversy." 

"My impression is that what [the 
Supreme Court] has said is 

only...run of the mill," said James 
Kinsey, dean of the Wiess School of 
Natural Sciences. "It is a call for dis-
closure, in certain cases. I do not 
think it will have an effect on how we 
do business here at Rice. 

"I remember about ten years ago, 
when the Freedom of Information 
Act was passed. There was a lot of 
hysteria at the time. People were 
worried about students going into 
files and requesting to see their let-
ters of recommendation. But I don't 
think that happened a great deal. 
The only effect of that has been a 
good one. It stopped people from 
making personal statements, state-
ments about the personal life of the 
person they're writing about or other 
inappropriate matters." 

Robert R. Putzke of the Rice University Police Department was the recipient of the 1989 Larry Fultz Memorial Award 
from the Texas-New Mexico Association of College and University Police Departments. He was honored at an awards 
ceremony in Amarillo, TX., on December 6. 

Volunteer commitee holds meeting, 
discusses students' role during summit 
by Kurt Moeller 

The Ad Hoc Committee on the 
1990 Economic Summit held an or-
ganizational meeting Wednesday 
night in the Will Rice College Com-
mons. The purpose of the commit-
tee, an expansion of the Student 
Association committee formed to 
help bring the summit to Rice, is to 
ensure students can play a part in the 
staging of the summit At the meet-
ing, Carl MacDowell, assistant to 
Rice President George Rupp, in-
formed students of the steps Rice 
had recently taken to land the sum-
mit 

MacDowell said three visitors 
from Washington were coming on 
Thursday, January 18th to visit for 
three hours. "I assume they're here 
to do some serious work," he said. 
"That's a positive sign." 

No final site decision has been 
made, according to MacDowell, who 
added that such a decision should be 
made by February 1. However, he is 
"optimistic" parts of the summit will 
be held on campus. 

Committee's purpose 
"We wanted to make sure stu-

dents had a role," said Spencer Yu, 
chairman of the committee. "We 
weren't sure what role students 
might want to play." Yu, a Will Rice 
College senator, is also the student 
representative on the Rice summit 
task force and was head of the SA's 
Summit Committee. 

The purposes of the committee 

are twofold: to find student volun-
teers for jobs the Rice summit com-
mittee has and to allow students to 
make offers of help in areas of par-
ticular interest or expertise. 

When a volunteer is needed for 
frequently-needed activities, such as 
data entry, media relations or driving 
people, the Rice committee will in-
form the Ad Hoc committee, who will 
in turn contact students that have 
signed up as volunteers. 

Many interpreters in French, 
German, Italian and Japanese mil be 
needed, MacDowell said. "We need 
that capability both in terms of verbal 
translation and written communica-
tion." 

"[It's also] a forum for ideas that 
students may have...providing a 
unique students' perspective of Rice 
University," Yu stated. 

Right now there are few jobs for 
students. But as the summit, sched-
uled for July 9-11, nears, more and 
more opportunities are expected. 

MacDowell and Yu both said it 
was too early to guess how many 
volunteers would be needed. But 
MacDowell added, "We're going to 
need an awful lot of help if they come 
here." 

Rice's summit proposals 
When a task force of 25 people 

visited nine days ago, Rice unveiled 
two "detailed responses" to specifi-
cations the White House had re-
quested. The specifications were 
sent December 22 and received 
December 27, after members of the 
White House group had already vis-

ited Rice twice. 
During the discussions, "they 

never told us they had a problem at 
Rice with security or communica-
tion," MacDowell said. The only 
possible problem the visitors saw 
was having "right mix of facilities" 
for on-campus events. 

The first alternative would use 
the academic quadrangle and Cohen 
House. Working meetings would be 
held in the Founders Room in Ix>vett 
Hall. 

Concern that the room would be 
too small led to the other alternative. 
In that scenario, those meetings 
would be held at Herring Hall, and 
the Rice Memorial Center would 
also be needed. 

Either way, Brown College may 
be used to provide temporary "hold-
ing rooms" for the heads of state. 
One floor of Brown would be given to 
each delegation, while President 
George Bush would occupy Brown 
House. The rooms would be used to 
hold the heads of state when some 
had already arrived for meetings and 
others had not because of traffic 
problems or their own lateness. 

Jones College is expected to be 
used to house security personnel. 
Rooms in some buildings in the aca-
demic quad could be used as holding 
rooms for the delegations. 

The 'R' Room in the stadium is 
expected to be the hospitality suite 
for press on campus. As many as 500 
members of the media are expected 
to be on campus at any given time, 
said MacDowell. 
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Cheney describes Warsaw Pact changes, effect on U.S. policy 
by Lorie l ist 

On Monday, Secretary of De-
fense Dick Cheney spoke to The 
Forum Club of Houston, an inde-
pendent, non-partisan, non-profit 
organization formed to provide a 
community platform for distin-
guished speakers. Secretary Cheney 
spoke about the importance of main-
taining a strong national defense as 
part of the American strategy which 
has developed since 1945 in an effort 
to obtain global freedom and democ-
racy. 

Cheney began with praise and 
thanks to Texans for their support of 
the action in Panama He said, "I 
think the Panama operation showed 
u s all that the members of our armed 
forces today are among the finest 
Americans ever to devote them-
selves to the nation's defense." 

Cheney called the 1990s a "dec-
ade of hope and uncertainty" and 
used recent events in Eastern Eu-
rope as examples. Cheney warned 
against being overly optimistic about 
the dramatic changes in communist 
regimes. He said, "However amaz-
ing the speed of this change, we 
should not be surprised by its direc-
tion. The growth of freedom is, in 
important respects, the result of 
thoughtful strategy by the U.S. and 
its allies." 

Cheney talked of the U.S. strat-
egy which he said has successfully 
created an environment that enabled 
the changes in eastern Europe to 
occur, "For forty years, to deter 
democracy's most powerful adver-
sary, the Soviet Union, the United 
States has sought strong alliances 
with other free nations. To prevent 
global conflict, we and our alliance 
partners have maintained a robust, 
strategic deterrent that, along with 
naval superiority and forward de-
ployed forces, has enabled us to 
deter potential aggression." 

Cheney described Communist 
ideology as having limited itself, 
while democracy and free markets 
have transcended Marxist thought 
and left it behind. He said, T h e U.S. 
has supported democracy not only 
as a moral matter, not only as an ex-
pression of our fundamental political 
beliefs, but because our own open 
society best flourishes in a world that 
respects liberty and the dignity of all 
people. We cannot maintain Amer-
ica's worldwide kinships or cultural 
ties in an environment hostile to our 
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values and hostile to freedom." 
Cheney also maintained that our 

strategy reflects the basic belief of 
alternatives to the use of militaiy 
force through "diplomacy, negotia-
tions, amis accords, humanitarian 
and economic security assistance to 
support our friends." He said, "All 
these are clearly our methods of 
choice. Yet as friends and adversar-
ies know, the United States will act 
when necessary to defend its secu-
rity." He called this willingness to act 
crucial to maintaining our leading 
global role, as was the case in Pan-
ama. 

"Overall, I believe that our global 
strategy of coalition defense, deter-
rents and support for democracy has 
been remarkably effective," Cheney 
said in light of the past ten years of 
events. "Look at the record of change 
since 1980. Ten years ago the Soviet 
Union had just invaded Afghanistan, 
and was outspending the U.S. by 60 
percent in the midst of an incredible 
military buildup. Ten years ago 
Andrei Sakharov was imprisoned, 
and there was no solidarity move-
ment in Poland. Throughout the 
world ten years ago, regional con-
flict, guerrilla insurgences, and inter-
national terrorism flourished in an 
atmosphere of democratic decline." 

Cheney's explanation for the 
changes in the world over the past 
ten years is that "Western econo-
mies thrived under free market con-
ditions, respect for intellectual free-
dom continued to pay dividends in 
the form of new technologies and 
scientific advances, and in defense 
policy the NATO alliance held fast." 
The Western world's success there-
fore meant failure for the military 
strategy pursued by the Soviet Un-
ion at this time, and it was "in this 
context (that) a new Soviet leader, 
Mikhail Gorbachev, recognized the 
need for reform." 

Cheney described the Soviet in-
tentions as seemingly genuine, and 
acknowledged that the chance of 
war in Europe today is lower than at 
any time since 1945. "Yet, respon-
sible U.S. strategy also reflects the 
larger realities of the superpower 
balance. The Soviet Union remains a 
global power of vast military re-
sources. In fact, whatever the 
changes in the periphery, the heart 
of Soviet power is as yet fundamen-
tally unchanged," he said, citing 
examples of troops in East Germany, 
and the Soviet Union's continued 
military support in Nicaragua, North 
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Korea, Libya, and Cuba. He contin-
ued, "These realities make it impera-
tive that we maintain an effective 
deterrent" 

Cheney stressed that unilateral 
arms reductions would be a mistake, 
saying we must remember that the 
Soviet Union is not our only 
threat "This requirement (maintain-
ing an effective deterrent) is ever 
greater with the growth of a multi-
power world in which advanced 
weaponry and new technologies in 
biological, chemical and nuclear 
warfare" are present 

Cheney called to take full advan-
tage of America's technological edge 
through advanced mobile air and 
land forces, maintaining naval supe-
riority and a continued effort to-
wards a deployable strategic de-
fense. He said, "As we admire free-
dom's triumph in other lands, we 
should not forget our own and the 
effort that is required to maintain it" 

Cheney concluded his analysis of 

American strategy by saying, "In 
1980 America's faith in our country's 
global leadership role laid the under-
pinnings for the resurgence of de-
mocracy around the globe. In 1990, 
continued American strength can 
help maintain current trends and 
encourage even greater progress for 
democratic values and institutions." 

Immediately preceding the 
luncheon, Cheney held a press con-
ference in which he discussed sev-
eral other key issues in the defense 
department 

In response to a question regard-
ing legislation that would allow 
women roles in military combat, 
Cheney commented, "My own per-
sonal view is that the current system 
is about right There are situations, 
given the nature of modern warfare, 
where women will end up in com-
bat" Cheney said that the defense 
department was continually trying to 
expand women's opportunities in the 
military by opening up a variety of 

positions to them. 
Cheney called the agreement 

between three South American 
countries a "definite step forward." 
He said, "It's a very positive develop-
ment to have Bolivia, Peru, and Co-
lombia all working with the U.S. to 
fight the war against drugs." 

Cheney said that although a 
move to have U.S. naval ships de-
ployed off the coast of Colombia has 
been postponed, the proposition to 
have U.S. naval forces in interna-
tional waters close to the South 
American coast would be beneficial 
in monitoring possible drug traffick-
ing. He said, "U.S. military personnel 
are actively engaged today in many 
places in South America to fight illicit 
drugs." 

Cheney also said that the produc-
tion of the B-2 bomber would move 
full speed ahead, although produc-
tion of the V-22 had recently been 
cancelled because,"We simply cant 
afford it" 

Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney speaks at a press conference preceding his speech to the Forum Club. 

RUPD starts campus watch program 
by Tama van den Houten 

The Rice University Police De-
partment has developed a crime 
prevention program designed to 
bring the student body and the cam-
pus police together to work as a jofht 
force to create a safe campus. 

Through the Campus Crime 
Watch Program, the RUPD primar-
ily wants to foster cooperation and 
communication to promote personal 
safety and a sense of community in 
dealing with problems. 

Officer Mark DeLeon says that 
the campus police is "trying to en-
courage students to be additional 
eyes and to make calls on anything 
suspicious. We are trying to educate 
students on how to protect them-
selves and their belongings. 

"The campus watch is also an 
attempt to create a link between the 
students and the police department, 
in order to open any closed barriers 
between the two." 

The Student Association is sup-
portingthe Campus Crime Watch by 
throwing the "Campus Watch Post-
Game Basketball Bash" with the 
RUPD. The bash will be held east of 
the gym after the Rice vs. SMU game 
Saturday, January 20 at 2 p.m. 

The SA will be handing out free 
Campus Watch decals, free flash-
lights, free Cokes and $1 Blimpies 
sandwiches. 

SA secretary Ellen Rein said that 
she is "impressed by how much the 
campus police really" do and that she 
would not ever think twice about 
calling in any suspicious event 

The campus police will be hold-
ing an open house on Thursday and 
Friday and will be serving refresh-
ments. It is an opportunity for stu-
dents and the campus police to actu-

ally get to know one another. 
The campus police want students 

to be aware that they can go to the 
office at any time with any kind of 
problem and the police will be more 
than willing to advise in any way they 
can. 

In this attempt for the students 
and the campus police to open doors 
of communication, the Wee campus 
can only become a safer environ-
ment With students calling in to 
report any suspicious activity, cam-

pus police can prevent more on-cam-
pus crime. 

Ellen Rein said the campus po-
lice would "rather be called and not 
be needed." 

The RUPD will be sponsoring 
other programs in addition to the 
Campus Crime Watch in an effort to 
create a safer campus. The other 
programs will include "Date Rape 
and Sexual Assault" and "Theft and 
Fraud: Burglary, Vehicles, Credit 
Cards, Con Games." 

Williams 
FROM PAGE 1 

ing parents care about their chil-
dren's education, but "how do you 
pass a law to make parents care 
about their kid? If they don't how is 
some bureaucrat in Austin going to 
care?" 

He would attempt to do so not by 
increasing state spending or state 
mandates but through increasing 
local control. "Hands-on. I want to to 
restore much more control to the 
moms and dads." 

In addition to parents, "the 
schoolteachers themselves make 
the most sense to me....They, right 
there on the ground, know what's 
happening." 

The entrepreneur said he would 
create a "fair business climate for 
companies and entrepreneurs" by 
cutting an "out of control" state bu-
reaucracy, removing some regula-
tions, and not increasing taxes. He 
said state spending had ballooned 
from $4 billion in 1967 and $38 billion 
in 1987—when Republican Bill Cle-
ments became governor—to $47 
billion this year but had only gone 
toward adding more bureaucrats. 

"Wealth is never ever created 
through a government bureaucrat," 
Williams stated. 

He cited the high rate of workers' 
compensation insurance and the 
regulation of trucking rates for intra-
state commerce as examples of rules 
that were driving away businesses. 
More manufacturing jobs were lost 
than gained last year, despite the 
jobs generated by the mammoth 
supercollider in central Texas, ac-
cording to a Baylor University study 
Williams cited. 

He pledged to find money for his 
anti-drug programs by cutting exist-
ing state expenditures in other areas. 
"Any attempt to pass a state income 
tax will be met by a Governor Clayton 
Williams' veto." 

Williams also said he would "ask 
for legislation" to make abortion ille-
gal unless the pregnancy endan-
gered the woman's life or she was 
pregnant due to rape or incest 

He opposed "official English" and 
" English-only" rules, saying in Texas 
it was important to know both Span-
ish and English, especially English. 
Teaching students in Spanish for a 
few years was acceptable, he said, 
but "they will be handicapped...if 
English doesn't become their native 
tongue." 
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Chinese students, Smith call lifting of martial law irrelevant 
Say events in Romania convinced Chinese leaders their actions were correct 

by Jim Kelly 

Rice students from the People's 
Republic of China greeted last 
week's announcement of the end of 
martial law in Beijing with skepti-
cism, questioning whether it signals 
any real change in the policy of the 
Chinese government 

There has been no move to relax 
repressive laws enacted against 
demonstrations, they say, and more 
than 20,000 students remain in 
prison eight months after People's 
Army tanks crushed students occu-
pying Tiananmen Square in Beijing. 
Army units removed from the capital 
have been replaced by a stepped-up 
police presence, and in some cases 
soldiers have simply changed their 
uniforms to become policemen. 

"The government is trying to 
make themselves look better," 
graduate student Yue-mei Yang said. 
"I don't think the lifting of martial law 
is a really serious improvement in 
human rights over in China." 

Graduate student Jianmin Bai 
agreed. 

"Dan Quayle has already said, *we 
welcome this step forward,' " Bai 
said. "Whether it's a step forward or 
not is an open question." 

President Bush has called the 
ending of martial law "a very sound 
step," and administration spokesper-
sons have said they would "like to 
believe" the controversial visits of 
National Security Advisor Brent 
Scowcroft and Deputy Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagleburger to Bei-
jing in July and December of lastyear 

played a role in the move. 
Yang and Bai said they weren't 

sure whether or not the Scowcroft 
visits had resulted in the lifting of 
martial law, and pointed to other 
reasons for the action. Particularly 
important, they believe, were the 
pressures of economic and diplo-
matic sanctions enacted against 
China by many nations in the wake of 
the Tiananmen Square massacre. 

"I think the lifting of martial law is 
a disguise," Yang said. "They're 
trying to persuade the western world 
to start sending them money again." 

Both Yang and Bai said they felt 
the collapse of Romania's Commu-
nist government had also contrib-
uted to the decision to end martial 
law. 

"The situation in Romania was 
really frightening to our govern-
ment," Bai said. "Why they'd lift this 
martial law at this time—my per-
sonal guess is they want to show 
people, see, we are not afraid of any-
thing. We are still a unified govern-
ment capable of doing whatever we 
want to do. Even though they are 
very afraid in their hearts, they want 
to show the people." 

Professor of History Richard 
Smith, a specialist in modern Chi-
nese history and culture, agreed 
with Yang and Bai that the lifting of 
martial law was mainly a cosmetic 
step on the part of the Chinese gov-
ernment but said he believed that the 
Romanian collapse had actually in-
creased the government's confi-
dence in its actions in Tiananmen 
Square. 

"I think Romania reaffirmed in 

WRC Diet considering 
boycott of telefund 
by Steve Dorteh 

The Will Rice College cabinet is 
discussing plans to withdraw from 
participation in the university's tele-
fund program in response to the 
recent tuition increase and worsen-
ing communication between stu-
dents and the administration. A defi-
nite decision about the boycott, 
however, is pending. 

The Telefund program is a uni-
versity-sponsored attempt at raising 
funds for the university. Each col-
lege has a team of students that re-
quests donations from alumni by 
telephone. It is the only direct way, 
besides tuition, that students are 
involved in raising funds. 

According to WRC senior Mary 
Elliott, the WRC cabinet, called the 
Diet, believes that the administra-
tion is not responsive to students' 
concerns and did not openly commu-
nicate with them in deciding to raise 
tuition by $800. 

"Andy's (Diet president Andy 
Tucker) concern is that the students 
have not been informed and not 
consulted about many of the admini-
stration's decisions on spending, 
especially on the tuition increases 
and the application of funds, like 
distribution of funds among the col-
leges and the like," said Diet secre-
tary Wynn Martin. 

"So, he would like to use the 
boycott as a statement to the admini-
stration that we would like more 
input and at least a greater knowl-
edge before spending decisions are 
made," Martin stated. 

The Diet will formally vote on the 
boycott at next Wednesday's meet-
ing. "If nobody makes an alternate 
proposal, I'll propose that we review 
a letter from Andy to the administra-
tion and decide whether or not we 
want to support a letter of protest as 
a college and then go ahead with the 
Telefund," Martin said. 

The Diet might decide to merely 
threaten a boycott but not actually 
follow through with that, according 
to Martin. That's something Andy 
would consider as an option, merely 

the mind of the Chinese government 
the sense that what they did was 
right," Smith said. 

Graduate student Jing Li, who is 
also from the People's Republic, said 
the execution of Romanian dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu especially rein-
forced this sense. 

"They are thinking, 'if we hadn't 
used tanks, then we would be dead 
too,'" Li said. 

President Bush's policy toward 
China received mixed reviews from 
the students. Despite their feeling 
that strong action needed to be taken 
against the Chinese government in 
the wake of the Tiananmen Square 
massacre, both Bai and Yang 
pointed out that in the short run 
economic and diplomatic sanctions 
hurt the Chinese people more than 

their government 
Scowcroft and Eagleburger's vis-

its also were criticized. Smith said 
they reflected a "cold and cynical" 
attitude on the part of the Bush 
Administration. 

"I think that those visits are made 
use of for propaganda purposes by 
the Chinese government, because 
the Chinese government controls all 
means of communication in 
China," Li said. "Of course there are 
many criticisms, but they are never 
mentioned. They just show a big 
picture in the newspaper." 

Yang said he believed the current 
Chinese government had com-
pletely lost the confidence of the 
Chinese people, to the point where it 
could not entirely enforce the recent 
crackdown because local officials 

would not cooperate. 
"I think that when the govern-

ment is weak enough, the Army will 
side with the people," Yang said." I 
think this is going to happen for sure, 
and it's not going to take very long, 
maybe five years or even three years. 
I would say to the U.S. government, 
this government is very weak. 
They're going to collapse anyway— 
you can't help them. 

"Deng [Xiaoping] is already 85.1 
don't think he can last more than five 
years, at the best Once he goes...I 
don't think anyone can come to 
power who has the strong influence 
of a Mao or Deng." 

Until that time, Bai said, Chinese 
students overseas have for the most 
part adopted a "wait and see" atti-
tude. 

threatening to boycott the Telefund, 
and then having Will Rice people just 
on their own go and do it but not as a 
Will Rice function. So, yes, that's a 
possibility, but again, I don't think a 
lot of other people are in favor of that 
idea," he said. 

According to Elliott, the Diet has 
not informed the Office of Student 
Development about the possibility of 
the Telefund boycott 

"I would be very happy to discuss 
this with the Will Wee cabinet or 
president," said Margaret Al-
sobrook, Director of Development 
Alsobrook indicated that the Tele-
fund proceeds make up only a small 
percent of Rice's annual budget 

"The monies that are raised as 
part of the annual fund are for cur-
rent operations and beyond that, 
they go into the budgeting process," 
she said. "Of course, I'm hoping they 
won't do it [boycott the Telefund]." 

Support for the boycott at WRC 
has been minimal, according to 
Martin. "The people I've talked to are 
not interested in that idea," he said. "I 
think that the rest of the college 
thinks it would actually be a bit 
counterproductive to make a state-
ment in that way. We would prefer 
that Andy or the Diet sent a letter of 
disapproval to the administration 
explaining out concerns and go 
ahead with the Telefund because 
then we'll have more funds to work 
with." 

The SA, although somewhat di-
vided, feels a boycott would be a 
negative decision, according to Elli-
ott "The SA feels that something is 
needed, but not necessarily this," 
she said. 

A committee has been estab-
lished to discuss ways to increase 
communication between students 
and the administration, Elliott said. 
The committee will be chaired by 
Baker president Kirk Oden. < 

Martin said, "I think it's [estab-
lishment of a committee] a good 
idea... It might be particularly helpful 
to have an SA committee that regu-
larly communicates directly with 
higher university administration and 
makes reports to the rest of the 
school." 
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Huston gives speech 
in Washington 

Dennis Huston, professor of 
English, delivered the annual Profes-
sor of the Year lecture at the Smith-
sonian Institution in Washington, 
D.C. The Council for Advancement 
and Support of Education (CASE) 
named Huston its 1989 National 
Professor of the Year last fall. 

Rice receives Civil 
War artifacts 

A Civil War collection containing 
a surgeon's diary, military passes — 
including one from Robert E. Lee's 
headquarters — and photographs 
was donated to Rice University Fri-
day. A ceremony was held in the 
Woodson Research Center. 

The papers of CoL Cyrus B. 
Smith, a surgeon in the Massachu-
setts 37th Infantry Volunteers dur-
ing the Civil War, are the collection 
of Bruce Aldrich of South Hadley, 
Mass., a direct descendant of Smith. 
Aldrich and his son, Merrill, a Rice 
sophomore, presented the collection 
to President George Rupp at the 
ceremony. 

JEOPARDY! 
searching for 
students to be in 
tournament 

The television game show "JEO P-
ARDY!" is searching for 15 under-
graduates to compete in the $25,000 
college championship. The two-
week tournament will air May 7 

through May 18, and the grand prize 
winner will receive $25,000 in cash. 

Anyone interested in trying out 
for the competition should send a 
postcard by January 31 to: 1990 
JEOPARDY! COLLEGE CHAMPI-
ONSHIP, 5428 Sunset Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, CA 90028. 

The contestant searches will take 
place the first three weeks of March. 

Each of the fifteen students cho-
sen will keep at least $1,000. Six will 
win $1,000, two others will receive at 
least $5,000; and the champion will 
keep at least $25,000 cash. 

Japan-America 
Student Conference 

The Japan-America Student Con-
ference QASC) is accepting applica-
tions for its 1990 program, a month-
long travel conference held during 
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the summer. 
Forty American and 40 Japanese 

students will take part in the 1990 
conference, to be held in July and 
August in Anchorage, Seattle, and 
San Francisco. The conference will 
be conducted entirely in English and 
be devoted to dialogue on key U.S.-
Japan issues. 

Students at all levels, from fresh-
man to Ph.D., and in all disciplines 

SA discusses 
lasting tuition 
by Shelley Fuld 

A final proposal for the 1990-91 
meal plan was presented Monday 
night at the first Student Association 
Senate meeting of the semester. Also 
on the agenda was a proposed com-
mittee to ensure the quality of food, 
as well as a tuition committee. 

Food Policy Committee 
Will Rice College Senator 

Spencer Yu and Sid Richardson Col-
lege Senator Dave Fischer pre-
sented a final proposal for the 1990-
91 meal plan. [See related story, page 
11. 

The plan includes a "dinner 
sticker" that would enable on-cam-
pus students to eat dinner Monday 
through Thursday without running 
their identification card through the 
card reader. Lunches, Friday night 
dinners, and brunch would be decre-
mented at each meal. 

Exact figures for the cost are still 
being finalized, but the plan would 
include four on-campus options and 
three off-campus plans. Before the 
last three weeks of the semester, 
students who run out of money 
would be able to "buy up" to the next 
highest meal plan, and during the 
last three weeks, students could add 
increments of $25, according to the 
proposal. 

The idea of the dinner sticker 
came out of a concern by masters 
and senators for the maintenance of 
the college system. Hanszen College 
President Nick Shannin said the 
proposal would be effective by en-
couraging students to eat on cam-
pus. 
J Wiess College Senator Joy Hines 
said she had heard mixed reviews 
among students she had talked to 
about the policy. She moved that the 
final decision on the proposal be 
extended until the next Senate meet-
ing, on Monday at 10 p.m. in the Will 
Rice College Music Room, so that 
senators can get more feedback 
from the students. 

In addition to efforts to establish 
new meal plans, the Food Commit-
tee has been working on a way to 
ensure the quality of the food. Will 
Rice College senior Darryl Stephens 
has worked on a proposal to estab-
lish a Student Food Committee, a 
permanent committee of paid repre-
sentatives from each college in an 
effort to monitor the operations of 
Central Kitchen and correct any 
problems of inefficiencies they 
found. 

"The proposal addresses the 
problems of accountability," 
Stephens said, noting that Central 
Kitchen, while serving the students, 
is not accountable to students. 

Shannin noted the similarity be-
tween the proposed committee and 
the Building and Grounds represen-
tatives in each college who work 
under Bob Mathis. 

Brown College President Aviva 
Ajmera said the committee would 
give students more leverage in the 
decisions being made. Currently, 
the college food representatives can 
issue complaints and make sugges-
tions, but they have no way of ensur-
ing the situations are resolved. 

"Bill Boorom feels no threat 
There's nothing [the food represen-
tatives] can do to make sure he takes 
care of their complaints. The key is to 
make sure people other than stu-
dents make sure he listens," Ajmera 

are encouraged to apply. Any U.S. 
citizen or permanent resident is eli-
gible. 

For more information or an appli-
cation, write the Japan-America Stu-
dent Conference at 606 18th St, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 or 
call them at (202) 289-4231. Applica-
tions must be postmarked February 
23, and decisions will be made in 
March. 

meal plans, 
committee 

said. 
The proposal is only a framework 

thus far and more work has to be 
done on it, Stephens said. It was to be 
discussed in a Masters and Presi-
dent's meeting this week. 

Tuition Committee 
Baker College President Kirk 

Oden proposed a Permanent Tuition 
Committee with the short-term goal 
of letting the administration know 
student opinion on tuition increases 
and the long-term goal of helping the 
administration to find sources of 
revenue other than tuition. 

The committee was approved by 
the Senate, and pending finalization 
of plans, will include alumni, a col-
lege master, members of the admini-
stration, two students from each 
class who would serve during their 
entire Rice career, an SA Senator and 
a member of the Board of Governors. 

Faculty Sponsor Bill Wilson said 
the committee might run into prob-
lems trying to delve into areas that 
the Board of Governors considers its 
own jurisdiction, including budget, 
enhancement of assets, and capital 
drive. He recommended that the 
tuition committee not work with 
these aspects. 

External Vice-President Dan 
Cheyette objected to the formation 
of the committee. "How much effect 
would we as a tuition committee 
have? The administration realizes 
we don't want a tuition increase. An 
increase, if passed, is needed, and 
the SA is overstepping its bounds," 
he said. 

Shannin said that even if the SA 
would not have an effect on the deci-
sion, it needs to represent the opin-
ions of the students. 

"It is our duty to represent the 
student body views to the admini-
stration. It would be a shame if we 
were to simply throw up our hands," 
Shannin said. 

The formation of the committee 
was passed with only Cheyette ob-
jecting. 

Appropriations Committee 
Baker College Senator Larry 

Gelbaugh reported on the progress 
of the Appropriations Committee, 
which has been discussing requests 
for funding from various student 
organizations. 

The purpose of the committee 
will be both to establish a policy 
governing eligibility of clubs and 
organizations requesting money 
from the Senate and to seek other 
sources of funding besides Senate 
money. 

Gelbaugh said the committee 
recommends establishing a central 
committee to oversee allocation of 
funds, with members including an 
SA Senator, a college president, the 
SA Treasurer, a college master and 
one other faculty member, the Direc-
tor of the Development Office, and 
one other member of the administra-
tion appointed by the Vice President 
for Student Affairs. 

Constitutional Amendments 
Two amendments to the SA 

constitution were proposed. The 
first would change turnover to 25 
days before the last day of classes, 
which would be March 26 of this 
year. 

The second would change the 
number of meetings a senator could 
miss from three consecutive or sue 
total to two consecutive or four total. 
The amendments will be voted on in 
two weeks. 
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Dispute over library fine leads to dismissal for Rice employee 
by Marc Kossover 

On December 14, 1989, Bobby 
Nagel, a graduate admissions secre-
tary in the Mechanical Engineering 
Department, wrote a letter to Head 
Librarian of Fondren Library 
Samuel Carrington to protest a li-
brary fine he had received in the 
mail. The letter caused him to lose 
his job. 

Nagel's letter included a check to 
pay the fine, although he said the 
fine was inappropriate. On the last 
page of the letter Nagel wrote, "...at 
least I have ways of showing 
disapprovaL.from now on, every 
time I visit the library I shall remove 
a random book from the shelf and 
leave it at some other spot in the 
library," he added. "I will not hide 
any book on a wrong shelf...My in-
tent is to cause this library as much 
an inconvenience as possible." 

Nagel threatened that he would 

remove one book by each of the 
Nobel Prize winners for literature, 
starting in reverse chronological 
order. 

In addition, he writes: "And if the 
whim should ever strike me, do not 
be surprised if one day you should 
find all thirty volumes of your Ency-
clopedia Britannica sitting inside the 
3rd floor men's john." 

Library officials took the threat 
seriously. Director of Personnel 
Erbel I%rkins, Chairman of Me-
chanical Engineering and Material 
Science John Akin, and Carrington 
decided that Nagel was not the type 
of employee that his actions were 
inappropriate. 

"Anyone who would go to these 
elaborate lengths, one must pre-
sume, is a little deranged," Perkins 
said. She added that although the 
letter could have been taken as sar-
casm or satire, Rice would not be 
willing to take that risk. 

Nagel has been dismissed from 

RPC announces first TG, 
spring break ski trip 
by Lorie l i s t 

The Rice Program Council met 
Monday, January 15, to discuss up-
coming events for the spring semes-
ter. Calenders will be out by the end 
of next week. 

RPC will host the first TG of the 
year this afternoon from 4 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. in the Rice Memorial Cen-
ter courtyard. In case of rain, the TG 
will be moved to the lobby of the Rice 
Memorial Center. 

Tickets are still available to see 
the Houston Grand Opera's perform-
ance of Der Rosenkqualier at 7 p.m. 
tonight For more information about 
this and other upcoming perform-
ances contact Sunny Okat 630-8751. 

The Formals Committee is in the 
process of looking for places and 
ideas for Rondolet which will be 
March 31. 

The first Beer Bike coordinators 
meeting is January 24, at 9:30 p.m. in 
the Miner Lounge. At this meeting 
the coordinators will formalize the 
new rules. Chris Briggs, the RPC 
Beer Bike coordinator, also sug-
gested discussing plans to raise 
money to resurface the bike track. 

The RPC is also planning a ski trip 
to Breckenridge, Colorado during 
Spring Break, which is February 25 
through March 4. The package will 
include five nights at Wildwood 
Condominiums, a four-day lift ticket, 
and round trip motorcoach transpor-
tation. The total cost of the trip is 
$339, and a $20 deposit is due by 
February 2. 

The New Programs Committee is 
in the process of planning an ama-
teur comedy night at the Pub, which 
will determine who the funniest per-
son at Rice is. More information will 
be forthcoming. 

FROM PAGE 1 
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separate colleges, it would be very 
unfortunate to sacrifice the college 
system to achieve a minimum finan-
cial gain. Dinner is the meal most 
integral to the college system, and 
attendence has been declining de-
spite relative improvements in food 
quality. 

This comes as no surprise—stu-
dents can and always will be able to 
find better food values off-campus 
due to the extreme expense of oper-
ating our college system. To this 
end, all students could save a consid-
erable amount of money if given the 

the university and told by school 
officials that if he were to appear on 
campus, he would face trespassing 
charges. 

In an official letter of apology to 
the library, Nagel wrote that the 
original letter was nothing but a joke 
and that he never intended to move 
any books. He added that since he 
also mailed his letter to the 
Thresher, the University Cashier, 
and George Rupp he could not have 
possibly intended to move any 
books. 

Perkins said she has no evidence 
that Nagel ever moved one book or 
behaved improperly in any way. She 
never tried to discover if he had. 
According to Perkins, Nagel's appar-
ent feeling of "intellectual superior-
ity" was sufficient grounds for his 
termination, even if he never did 
anything inappropriate. 

The fine itself was minimal. Nagel 
misread the due date for the book 
and returned it seven days late, for 
which the library fined him $1.40. 
His letter objected to this fine and 

asked that it be forgiven. 
The date stamp read "DEC 

11989." Nagel took this to mean the 
book was due on December 11, 
when it was actually due on Decem-
ber 1. His letter contends that since 
the date stamp was unclear, his error 
should be treated more charitably. 
To read the date literally, he said, 
would allow him "to keep this book 
for another ten thousand years." 

Nagel has filed an appeal of his 
suspension, but no decision has 
been reached. 

Student Activities holds retreat 
by Grace Chen 

Twenty-nine students from Rice 
University participated in a leader-
ship retreat sponsored by Rice Stu-
dent Activities. The weekend retreat 
brought student leaders and poten-
tial leaders from different colleges, 
organizations and classes together 
in the outdoor setting of Cho-Yeh 
Camp in Livingston, Texas. 

Sarah Nelson Crawford, Director 
of Student Activities, organized the 
retreat because she noticed poor 
relations among student leaders. 
She complained that "none of them 
knew each other." Her idea for the 
leadership was to change this unfa-
miliarity among the student leaders 
at Rice by making them meet each 
other. 

"My main goal was to get stu-
dents from different factions to know 
each other," Crawford said. 

The retreat was open to all stu-
dents at Rice. Publicity in the 
Thresher and fliers helped to get the 
word out, she said. Interested stu-
dents filled out applications which 
determined the entire selection 
process. Out of fifty students who 
applied, thirty were chosen to attend. 
TTiese thirty students were either 
already leaders of groups on campus 
or in the case of the few freshmen 
chosen, they possessed potential 
leadership qualities. 

"We made sure all the colleges 
were represented and a good cross-
section of majors were represented, 
and we also looked at the different 
activities involved like RSVP, Foren-
sic Society, or Chinese Student Asso-
ciation," said Crawford. 

The leadership retreat was a 
group effort of all student services 

including Student Activities, Office 
of Minority Affairs, Career Services, 
health education, Rice Student Vol-
unteer Program, and Foreign Stu-
dent and Academic Advising. Run-
ning the events during the course of 
the retreat besides Nelson were Bob 
Sanborn, Director of Career Serv-
ices, Lynne Seymour, Assistant Di-
rector of Career Services and Jane 
Dunham, Foreign Student Adviser. 

Although more sophomores and 
juniors were selected than fresh-
men, Crawford said, "I was very 
pleased that there were so many 
freshman who wanted to come." 

Celeste Campbell, a Wiess fresh-
men from St. Louis said, "I really 
enjoyed it It was really neat how we 
got to know each other so well the 
way we did in a day and a half." 

Most of the activities of the re-
treat found students getting to know 
each other and themselves better. 
Skits on Teamwork" were devel-
oped in the cars on the one and a half 
hour car ride to Cho-Yeh. 

As leaders grew to know one 
another, the theme of teamwork 
came in to play once again as stu-
dents joined together on two teams 
to play red rover, tag and random-
quarterback football. The students 
stayed in log cabins and various 
groups were assigned to preparing 
meals. 

The afternoon activities encour-
aged self-awareness. The evening 
was a greater challenge as aware-
ness, understanding and respect for 
others was the issue. Whether it be 
that others are different culturally, 
socially or academically the key was 
that as leaders there must be more 
tolerance, acceptance and desire to 
help others. 

The student leaders developed 

and reviewed a list of ten issues of 
greatest concerns at Rice: 1) Faculty-
student ratio; 2) race relations; 3) 
student apathy, 4) Administration 
(tuition and communication); 5) 
book sales; 6) more minority (includ-
ing women) professors; 7) grade 
pressures; 8) alcohol policy; 9) Rice's 
image among academia; 10 ) major 
competitiveness between science 
and engineering students and libera! 
arts students. 

Students discussed the results of 
tests they took which revealed their 
individual leadership styles. In small 
groups, they were asked to act out a 
certain type of ineffective leadersh ip, 
such as an autocrat, diplomat, time 
keeper, etc. 

Students were given packets 
which included materials on leader-
ship skills, principles and styles. 

As the clock struck midnight, all 
thirty-four members of the retreat 
toasted marshmallows around a 
campfire in attempt to create the 
perfect s'mores. 

There was talking, sharing, dis-
cussing, drawing, running, hiding 
and bonding during the retreat, ac-
cording to participants. Hanszen 
freshman Greg Hanson expressed 
the comradery of the group when he 
asked, "Did y'all feel like we just were 
in the Breakfast Club." 

"I was impressed with it. If there's 
anything I got out of the retreat, it is 
learning to work with others arid 
how to interact," said Dominic Di-
Gesualdo, chairman of RSVP. 

Crawford said that besides plan-
ning a reunion in two weeks for all 
those who participated, other work-
shops opened to everyone will be 
given throughout the semester on 
topics of motivation, how to run a 
meeting, and delegation. 

BSU Co-President Alex Byrd speaks Monday to honor Martin Luther King. 

more, said the day's events were 
important because "his [King's] 
message is still alive and there are 
concrete things we can do to make it 
true. I just don't want to see that die." 

candle and sang "We Shall Over- She added, "I just wish it [the events] 
come." were something everyone would 

Raquel Arnold, Baker sopho- come to." 

choice to purchase no plan at alL 
However, this is not even remotely 
an option. Given this reality, and 
what the Senate and most students 
believe to be the importance of the 
college system, it seems unwise to 
sacrifice college unity generated 
through well-attended dinners for 
little, if any, monetary savings rela-
tive to the total cost paid. 

The SA must vote on a final food 
proposal to be submitted to Food and 
Housing for inclusion in the lease 
agreement for next year. This vote 
will take place at the next Senate 
meeting, at 10 PM on Monday, Janu-
ary 22 in the Will Rice Music room If 
you have any concerns on this sub-
ject, you are encourage to attend this 
very important meeting. 

'89-'90 Engineering Grads 
If you're interested in a career with a high tech, progressive company, 
you should DISCOVER WHAT BAILEY CONTROLS HAS TO OFFER. 
We're one of the world's leading suppliers of distributed control systems, 
computer-based management systems and state-of-the-art instru-
mentation for industrial process controls applications. 

Learn how you can begin a rewarding career in a dynamic, fast-paced 
and challenging environment. Contact your Placement office today for 
more information on positions in the fields of Chemical, Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering. 

Your Bailey Controls Representative 
will be on campus 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
Qualified candidates are also invited to write to: Employee Relations; 
HRGRAD; Bailey Controls Company; 29801 Euclid Avenue; Wickliffe, 
Ohio 44092. Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Bailey Controls 
f o T r - T i t m Seamless, Real-Time 
U i a i j i e y Process Management 

Solutions 
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New Sewall show features modern abstraction 
BY TIM CARROLL 

A it first glance, the 
current exhibit at the Sewall Art 
Gallery, Dutch Geometric 
Abstraction in the '80s, might 
seem sparse and lacking in 
substance. I've even heard 
people wonder if they'd finished 
installing the show. However, 
there are powerful themes 
contained in this exhibit, and 
claims of a paucity of content 
are unfounded. 

Certainly, there is absent in 
the pieces the emotional quality 
apparent in other contemporary 
works—there is not as much 
exploration of common abstract 
ideas such as passion, love, or 
anger. They don't speak directly 
to the common emotions of 
everyday life. Rather, they 
attempt to achieve a purity and 
simplicity of form, a form which 
has escaped the complexity of 

It's Dutch, it's geometric, it's abstract— it's on view at Sewall through February 10th. 

more traditional and predictable 
methods of art. 

The style has been described 
as autonomous, and there is 

definitely a sense of self-
directing freedom and even of 
solitude evident in each piece. 
However, although the artists 
claim to have succeeded in their 
attempt to distance themselves 
from representational work or 
the imitation of the object, it 
seems that their work is 
unavoidably and necessarily 
grounded in many aspects of 
modem life. The viewer auto-
matically relates each work to a 
certain image, theme, or idea— 

Fun in Flint in Roger and Me 
BY HAROLD 

BUNNIEMESITER 

I remember how it used to 
be. In the past. In my youth. 
Those were some times back 
then, back in L.A. Back when I 
was little. Back when my ma 
used to take me around on 
errands with her. I'm talkin' 
little. Like it took more than one 
copy of the Yellow Pages for me 
to see the glove compartment. 

My ma was bigger. It only 
took her one. 

I remember how much fun I 
had, riding around in that big 
Chevy of ours. Everybody in the 
family had a Chevy. My grandma 
drove one. My grandpa drove 
one. My dad drove a Fiat. My 
uncle drove a Ford. Of course 
my ma drove one. 

It was a big hunker of a car, 
back then. Now that I'm bigger, 
I'd probably describe it as a 
boat, or a land yacht, or maybe 
even a cube of scrap metal. 

It sure was fun back then, to 
cruise along the ivy-covered 
freeways of the Big Orange, 
shooting the finger at the youth 
gangs bristling with weapons 
and ruling the overpasses and 
making their cars jump in the air 
to impress the girls with the big 
poofies in their hair. 

I got really close to that car, 
especially when my ma made 
me fill in the bullet holes with 
Bondo. 

Michael Moore felt a similar 
familial bond to Chevrolet back 
in the fifties. He, like most wise 
youth, left home to search out 
fame and fortune, only to find 
out that fame and fortune are 
elusive, and the great tractor-
beam of the past can some-
times snare you and pull you 
into the big Death Star of 
nostalgia and melancholy. 

In this case, Michael Moore 
came home to a rapidly unfold-
ing tragedy. 

Most of you probably haven't 
even heard of Flint, Michigan. 
Yeah, I know you've heard of 
flint, the past tense of to fly, but 
it's doubtful you've heard of 
Michigan. 

Michigan is one of those rare 
states, like North Saskatchewan 
that only appears in the dark 
glare of the public spotlight of 
the news. And since you don't 
watch the news, to you Michigan 
is just another dot on the map, 
right next to Timsoara, or Malta. 

Flint, Michigan just happens 
to be the place where Chev-
rolets are made. Buicks, too. 
Toyoters and l-zuzus. Okay, 
actually according to Roger and 
Me, a blackly funny movie made 
by this Michael Moore, nothing 
much is made in Pint any more 
except lint rollers, and jail cells. 

There was a time, back in the 
past, that Flint was a bustling, 
vibrant city. It made every kind 
of car known to General Motors, 
arid everybody worked in a plant 
that made every kind of car 
known to General Motors. 
Everybody was happy, it never 
rained, flowers bloomed year 
'round. You get the picture. 

Then something terrible 
happened. An evil man named 
Roger Smith was placed in 
charge of General Motors. He 
decided that he and his buddies 
and all the rich people in the 
state of Michigan could make 
even more astounding amounts 
of money with a plan he de-
vised. Who knows, maybe even 
George Bush and Manuel 
Noriega were in on it too. 

By shutting down all the 
plants in Flint, and moving 
production down to Mexico, or 
importing all their cars from 
Japan, General Motors could 
make more cars for less money, 
buy companies that create hot, 

flaming death in a can in the 
name of "diversification" and 
crawl out from under the iron 
fist of the UAW. 

There was one small hitch 
that was probably not lost on 
old Rog, being a resident of 
Detroit. The hitch happened to 
be that the city of Flint would 
collapse. Workers who for more 
than one generation believed 
that there would always be a 
GM to pay for their everyday 
wants and needs found out that 
the hand of success is a cold 
one firmly high-fiving the hand of 
greed. They were smacked on 
the nose with a rolled up 
Fortune (Fortune 500 issue). 

Moore, stunned by the 
disintegration of his home town, 
spent three years chasing down 
Roger Smith, to get him to 
witness the fruit of his labors. 
He was unsuccessful. Along the 
way though, Moore took the 
time to show us first hand how 
bad things could get. 

From the desperate attempts 
at recreating Flint as a tourist 
mecca, to the appallingly callous 
attitudes of the wealthy upper 
class, to the constant evictions 
and U-Haul caravans, to the sale 
of bunnies for pets or meat, 
Moore skillfully manipulates you 
into feeling for the town. 

You will laugh, even though 
the subject matter isn't particu-
larly funny. You'll feel guilty for 
owning a well-made foreign car. 
You will want to poison Roger 
Smith's dog. 

Sure it's one-sided propa-
ganda, but why should we 
sympathize with a guy who lays 
off 25,000 people, then gives 
himself a $2 million pay raise? 

So go to the Greenway 3 and 
check it out. And remember, the 
Blood Center is open Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays. It's 
closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

it's necessary for the apprecia-
tion of the work. If the artists 
had indeed achieved the total 
autonomy they seem to strive 
for, then the work would be-
come autonomous from every-
thing, including the viewer. It's 
hard to imagine visual art ever 
achieving the questionable 
absolute purity of an art form 
such as music (at least not for 
quite a while), and this exhibit 
falls short of that goal. The 
exhibit is not, however, without 
its merit—most of which stems 
from the very relationship 
between the purity of form and 
the complex images and ideas 
from which these forms have 
evolved. 

The interaction between 
form and content works on 
different levels, and with a 
variety of effectiveness. Some 
of the works bring to mind easily 
interpreted natural and societal 
themes. Others tend to be more 
elusive, yet still have some 
grounding in relevant imagery, 
be it a relation to technology, 
nature, or certain aspects of 
society. 

Norman Dilworth's "Parts of 
a Circle," a series of spiralling 
green triangles, has a certain 

organic sense about it. It can 
even be seen as the depiction 
of an unfurling leaf, or part of 
some sort of reptile. Whatever 
the object, the piece has an 
undeniable natural quality, and 
conveys a biological, vital and 
living sense. 

In contrast to this, Dre 
Devens' "Element of Captured 
Light" evokes ideas concerning 
technology. It is reminiscent of 
Laszlo Maholy-Nagy's sculpture, 
but to a much simpler and purer 
degree. It's intriguing the way 
the sculpture has a light, airy 
quality to it, with the stee1 

rectangle draped carefully over 
the supporting rod. Each of the 
pieces have been worked on 
meticulously, and it is astound-
ing how an artist such as 
Devens can create such an 
apparently simple form. 

A less "airy" piece is Lucien 
den Arend's "Perpendicular 
Planes," which again seems 
rooted in ideas concerning 
technology. This work is much 
harder, more industrial. It's a 
larger, bolder piece because it 
doesn't contain the color or 
textural quality which make 
"Element" so light. 

The works are enjoyable— 
they're fun to look at and 
study—a factor which some-
times gets lost when dealing 
with the philosophical and 
critical concepts in work such as 
this. 

To be sure, the artists do not 
make any judgements concern-
ing the political or social 
aspects of the ideas inspired by 
(and inspiring) their work. De-
vens' work makes no statement 
concerning the industrialization 
of society or the role of technol-
ogy in the modern age. But 
although their work may be 
devoid of social commentary or 
opinion, it nonetheless is tied to 
a relationship with whatever 
object, image, idea or emotion 
the viewer may put on it. The 
work may itself be pure, but the 
concepts it conjures and the 
ideas it stems from are complex 
indeed. 

Archi-Arts planned 
for Galveston 

BY FINE ARTS STAFF 

The ! he School of Architec-
ture's annual ball, "Archi-Arts," 
will take a trip down the Texas 
coast this year to Old Galveston 
Square at The Strand, in 
Galveston. The formal will be 
held on Saturday, February 10, 
starting at 9:00 p.m. The Strand 
is Galveston's historical district. 

The theme for this year's ball 
is "Archi-Arts Galveston: Where 
the Sidewalk Ends," after Shel 
Silverstein's famous children's 
book. 

"It's a chance for a night 
when we can all go back in time, 
back over Shel Silverstein's 
magical 'edge,' to rekindle all of 
the grand childhood fantasies 
which pervaded our early 
thoughts," says the coordinator 
pf this annual event. 
- The Archi-Arts committee has 
arranged round-trip bus service 
from the university to Galveston. 
The rides will be free, and buses 

will depart from Lovett Hall. Full 
bus schedules will be posted 
one week before the formal 
takes place. 

Tickets for the dance cost 
$20 per person in advance, and 
$25 at the door. 

Musical entertainment is to 
be provided by Bad Mutha 
Goose, a damn good band, in 
our opinion. 

The committee has also 
arranged for special discounted 
rates for overnight accomoda-
tions at The Tremont House 
when you state your affiliation 
with the Rice University Archi-
Arts Ball. 

Ttexe are a few eating , 
estabMshhnrients suggested by 
the committee which are 
located on the Strand. These 
include Cafe Torrefie, Giorgio's 
On the Strand, The Merchant 
Place, Nash D'Amico's, The 
Wentletrap and Zan's. There are 
no discount meals available. 

Archi-Arts attire is black tie or 
costume, depending upon your 
imagination and/or courage. For 
more information (like you really 
need it) call 527-4864. 
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THE SCENE 
Saturday night and I ain't got nobody 

SHAILA DEWAN 

Well, I'm reading the Aeneid 
for a class and we rapped about 
the major conflicts Aeneus had 
between his public duties and 
his private life. And this, 
surprisingly, reminded me of 
Thomas Pynchon, whose 
enigmatic/existence has led 
some toJ^elieve that he is, in 

>alinger. Also Bob 
io totally, like, resents 

his public life. He just started a 
tour for his new album, Oh 
Mercy!, and one of his musi-
cians said "I'd never seen him 
smile before." 

Cat Stevens, too, became a 
sort of celebrity dropout. The 
last thing you may have heard 
about the former pop star is 
that he thought Salman Rushdie 
should die. This is because Cat, 
with his Greek Catholic upbring-
ing and all, now goes by "Yusuf 
Islam" and runs a Moslem 
school in London. 

Take me, as another fine 
example. In public, I write this 
super groovy, hip, Batman 
calendar with tons of stuff to do 
on it. In my private life, though, I 
just go to the Pub. 

TONIGHT 
•Eric Clapton and Stevie Ray 

Vaughan both claim this old 
bluester as a mentor. Lonnie 
Mack broke onto country, rock, 
and soul charts over 20 years 
ago and has a new album due 
out in spring. He plays Fitzger-
ald's like it's a roadhouse. 

•Houston Grand Opera offers 
Richard Strauss's Der 
Rosenkavalierat 7 p.m. The 
divas are Josephine Barstow 
and Susanne Mentzer. Perform-
ances continue Sunday at 1:30, 
January 24, 27, 30 and Febru-
ary 2 at 7 p.m. at the Wortham 
Center. 

•The Axiom presents Ecoli. I 
know nada about them. 

TOMORROW 
•The famed Kerrville Folk 

Festival is on tour, bringing its 

faves to Rockefeller's for two 
shows: 8 and 11 p.m. The tour 
features Christine Albert, Bobby 
Bridger, Butch Hancock, Tish 
Hinojosa, Laurie Lewis, Shake 
Russell and Jack Saunders. 
Tickets are $12. Call 861-9365 
for information. 

•Get the rattlesnake shake 
with Omar and the Howlers at 
Fitz's. Real Texas blues, with a 
little Diddley and a little Delta. 

•Another mysterious lineup 
at the Ax: Laaz Rockets, DBC, 
Devastation, and Coven. 

UPCOMING 
•A tribute to the raw egg is 

one of the many Terpsichorean 
treats in store for you Thursday 
night when Rice Dance Theater 
presents its annual concert, 
"Round Corners." Guest 
choreographers include Lori 
Katterhenry, Joanna Friesen, 
Karin Gastreich and Paula 
Jones. The concert will be 
staged Thursday the 25th— 
Saturday 27th in Hamman Hall 
at 8 p.m. 

•The New York favorite Into 
the Woods comes to Houston 
on Tuesday. Sondheim's 
fairytale fondue plays at Jones 
Hall Tuesday through Friday at 8 
p.m., Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m., 
and Sunday at 2 and 7 p.m. 

•Wednesday evening is the 
opening reception for the Will 
Rice College art exhibit featuring 

Valmont (Colin Firth) is up to no good with the Marquise (Annette Bening). 

works by college members and 
associates. Time to be an-
nounced. The exhibit is in the 
Private Dining Room for one 
week only. Call Babs in the 
college office for info. 

ONGOING 
•Photographs by Peter Brown 

are on display at the Farish 
Gallery through February 20. 
"High Plains/Plain Views" will 
be published next year with an 
essay by cultural geographer 
J.B. Jackson. 

•"Dutch Geometric Abstrac-
tion in the '80s," an exhibition 
of sculpture and drawing, is on 
view at Sewall Art Gallery 
through February 10. 

•The Alley offers a very 
special production of Who's 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? directed 

by the playwright. The black 
comedy, with Edward Albee at 
its helm, runs through February 
11th. Curtain is at 7:30 Tues-
day through Friday, 2:30 and 8 
p.m. Saturday, and 2:30 and 
7:30 Sunday. Student rush 
tickets are available. More info 
at 228-8421. 

•Just a shot away, in the 
Village, Main Street Theater 
presents a contemporized 
Hamlet. The play runs Thursday 
through Saturday at 8 p.m., 
Sunday at 4 through February 
11. Call 5246706 for info. 

•Now showing: Milos 
Foreman's Valmont, another 
version of the Dangerous 
Liaisons story. Valmont began 
filiming before Liaisons; it just 
took them longer. 

Presto trades in 
frenzy for melody 

BY BOB MINER 

S ince Rush formed in 
19%9, critics have been quick to 
heap scorn on the band for its 
high-pitched vocals and hyperac-
tive rhythm section. These 
critics might want to give Rush a 
second chance. Some of the 
band's best songwr'iting ever 
can be found on its recent 
album, Presto. 

The Canadian trio's 13th 
studio LP in 16 years, Presto is 
a sonically diverse album, with 
enough technical skill to appeal 
to progressive types and enough 
balls-to-the-wall intensity to 
satisfy most hard rockers this 
side of Metallica. 

Presto seems to be a 
compromise between the guitar-
driven Rush of the 70's and the 
band's synth-heavy 80's music, 
and suggests Rush's musical 
direction for the 90's. Critics 
who view the band as "heavy 
metal" are stuck in the mid-
seventies. U2, the Police, and 
other bands unique to the 80's 
have influenced Rush at least 
as much as Led Zeppelin did 15 
years ago. 

This has disappointed some 
of Rush's older fens, but it 
reflects the band's vastly 
improved songwr'iting. Rush may 
not play as many notes as they 
used to, but now they hit more 
and more of the right ones. 

The best example of this is 
"The Pass," one of the most 
melodic tunes Rush has ever 
written. The song is simple—a 
verse that revolves around four 
bass notes, a chorus, and a 
short solo—but it is an effec-
tive, succinct statement about 
not giving up. 

As Rush's music has pro-
gressed, so have the lyrics. 
Since Hemispheres, when 
drummer and lyricist Neil Peart 
began to inch away from the Ayn 

Rand dogma that characterized 
such early Rush songs as 
"2112" and "Anthem," the 
lyrics have become increasingly 
personal. Not watch-me-wallow-
irHTiyHDwn-self-p'ity-personal, but 
honest reflections of a group 
that has matured from a poor 
man's Zeppelin into serious 
musicians. As Peart writes in 
Presto's closing track, "Avail-
able Light": "Play of light, a 
photograph/The way I used to 
be/Some half-forgotten 
stranger/Doesn't mean that 
much to me." 

Other songs tend towards 
social commentary. "Supercon-
ductor" is about image-makers 
who get wrapped up in their own 
personas: "The role becomes 
the actor/She's addicted to 
applause/The stage a world 
because/She never leaves it." 

The album's most directly 
topical song is "Red Tide," an 
indictment of air and water 
poisoners. Far removed from the 
pack of entertainers who 
discover a social conscience 
when it becomes fashionable, 
an environmental statement 
from Rush actually carries some 
credibility. "Deadline ap-
proaches/For the weary land/It 
used to be something/But we 
let it run down in our hands." 

Not all the songs are quite so 
serious. "Chain Lightning" is a 
purposefully wacky song, one of 
Presto's most purely energetic 
tracks. The guitar solo, one of 
Alex Lifeson's all-time weirdest, 
was lifted directly from a 
spontaneous jam he recorded 
on his 8-track tape recorder. 
And the lyrics to "Anagram (for 
Mongo)" make about as much 
sense as the title does. 

Some old Rush fans will no 
doubt miss the extended guitar 
solos and frenetic vocals typical 
of the band's early work. But if 
you're interested in concise and 
melodic songs with interesting 
lyrics, then Presto might be for 
you, even if you've never owned 
a Rush album. 
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RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE NOW! 

FEBRUARY 24 - MARCH 3 

i $ 

DAYTONA BEACH 
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

7 NIGHTS LODGING • PARTY • TAXES 

DON'T DELAY! 
CENTRAL SPRING BREAK INFORMA TION & RESERVA TIONS 

1-800-321-5911 
7AM-7PM M-Th, 7AM-5PM Fri. 9AM-5PM Sal, Mountain Standard Time 

Reservations may be made by credit card 

24 HOUR FAX RESERVATIONS (303) 225-1514 
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Vineland succeeds despite commercial breaks 
BY GREG KAHN 

I homas Pynchon's new 
novel, Vineland, concerns itself 
with two very urvPynchonlike 
themes — generation conflict 
and television's enormous 
impact during the Reagan era — 
and one regular feature of his 
work — violence, both physical 
and intellectual. The text may 
seem rather mundane and down 
to earth for the man who 
created Throne Slothrop and the 
tens of other characters in the 
surrealistic World War II 
masterpiece Gravity's Rainbow, 
but he attacks his subjects and 
his new characters with zeal. It 
is obvious that Pynchon enjoyed 
writing this book, and at times 
he seems to be relishing his 
task a bit too much; the book 

reads as if it were written at the 
speed of light and by never 
letting the reader rest from the 
furious pace there are times in 
Vineland when Pynchon flirts 
with losing his audience. The 
narrative shouts out at the 
reader, and occasionally ducking 
for cover is a wise action for 
even the most devoted Pynchon 
fanatic. But in the end, Pynchon 
justifies our attention span; you 
care about these bizarre 
characters, even if you've never 
met anyone like them, and 
Pynchon's themes, though 
simpler than in Gravity's 
Rainbow, still are razor-sharp 
and leave most other modem 
American writers in the dust. 

Vineland was probably the 
most anticipated book of the 
1980's. Pynchon's last book, 
the awe-inspiring Gravity's 
Rainbow (one of the few 900 
page novels ever produced 
where every word seemed 

necessary), was published in 
1973, and since then news of 
the reclusive author's next work 
has been scant. Finally, in Sep-
tember of last year, word began 
to leak out that a new Pynchon 
book was forthcoming, and in 
late December the book was 
released without any advance 

Vineland is a strange and 
wondrous work that deserves to 
be considered on its own 
merits. 

This book is just as convo-
luted as Pynchon's previous 
efforts, and also just as much 
fun. There are fewer characters 
than in the past, but their 

...occasionally ducking for cover is a 
wise action for even the most devoted 
Pynchon fanatic. 

AUDITION IN HUNTSVILLE 
For paid positions with 

A MUSICAL DRAMA BY PAUL GREEN 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20 - 1 to 5PM 

University Theatre Center - SHSU 

25TH SILVER ANNIVERSARY SEASON 
Performances In Palo Duro Canyon Near Amarillo 

Nightly Except Sundays June 13 - Aug. 25, 1990 
Rehearsals begin May 20 

"TEXAS" - P.O. Box 268 - Canyon, TX 79015 (806) 655-2181 

copies going out to reviewers. 
This has created two reac-

tions in the literary community. 
The first is a whining view that 
the enigmatic author doesn't 
place modem critical thought in 
high regard, which makes no 
sense because Gravity's 
Rainbow was given fawning 
accolades by nearly every 
reviewer across the world (one 
went so far to call it "the 
greatest novel yet written by an 
American"). The second reac-
tion, when word leaked that 
Vineland was not going to be 
distributed before general 
release, was speculation that 
the book must have seemed 
disappointing to the publishers, 
and they wanted to bank on the 
Pynchon cult's immediate 
purchase of the book and make 
as much fast money as possible 
before the negative reviews 
came out. 

And the book has indeed 
received mixed reviews, but it 
seems that a good amount of 
the negative appraisals appear 
when the work is contrasted 
with his previous offering. 

Take 5 Minutes, Save 5% 

First, call your airline and make reservations. 

KLM: 800-777-5553 
British Airways: 800-392-1043 
Delta: 448-3000 
United: 800-241-6522 
Northwest: 800-225-2525 
American: 650-1116 
TWA: 222-7273 
U S Air 800-428-4322 
Pan Am 800-221-1111 
Continental 821-2100 
Singapore 800-742-3333 
Japan 800-525-3663 

Then call TravelTrends and we'll give you 5 % off! 
A minimum order of $500.00 is required to obtain this 
discount. 
We are a full service agency but we also allow this special 
discount for your assistance. 

i Uist year, TravelTrends saved over $50,000. for Riee 

University and its people. 
We are two blocks from the Rice Campus. 
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names are still hilarious — Zoyd 
Wheeler, his daughter Prairie 
and her boyfriend Slide, Zoyd's 
ex-wife Frenesi, and two psycho-
pathic federal agents, Hector 
Zuniga and Brock Vond. The 
overlapping plots (which spill 
into three decades and millions 
of hours of prime time televi-
sion) are so numerous and 
chronologically complex that 
condensation of Vineland s 
storyline is useless. 

Television runs throughout 
the book: sets are on in nearly 
every scene; Hector is driven 
insane by the tube; Prairie 
measures her days by how 
many hours until "prime time;" 
all the characters, particularly 
Zoyd, whistle the theme songs 
from shows ranging from "The 
Brady Bunch" to "The A-Team." 
Characters frequently interact 
with each other by using 
dialogue from television, and 
the generational gap is often 
illustrated by the fact that 
references to shows from the 
60's seem simple and funny 
while the younger characters' 
allusions from the 80's are 
often violent and shocking. 

Pynchon obviously believes 
that the ruthlessness of the 
Reagan era is due in good part 
to the militarization of private 
society. Federal agents run 
throughout the story, and at the 

conclusion of the "Just Say No" 
decade of complex reasoning on 
the drug issue, Pynchon's view 
of the issue of illegal sub-
stances may shock some. 

It is drugs, in fact, and the 
people who use them, that tie 
together Pynchon's story. The 
hippies of the 60's have turned 
into confused refugees in the 
land of conservatism, and they 
struggle to simply survive. 
Assimilation, even for the 
straight-laced Fed Brock Vond, 
is impossible; none of these 
characters can make it in a 
world more insane than televi-
sion. 

Not only is Pynchon the man 
a complete enigma, but Pyn-
chon the author defies descrip-
tion. He writes of matters that 
are usually confined to the world 
of science-fiction, but his 
themes are grounded in the 
reality of modem existence. He 
is as much of an experimental 
writer as his countryman John 
Barth, yet he moves from the 
experimental to the realistic in 
breathtaking fashion. He is the 
most interesting writer alive, 
and yet in this People magazine 
era of publicity there has not 
been a single published photo-
graph of the man since his 
senior portrait in his high school 
yearbook. 

Vineland is certainly a flawed 
book. The commercial interrup-
tions — long, intense descrip-
tions and life histories which 
throw the reader off even more 
than Pynchon's normal prose 
does — are too frequently 
programmed. But when the 
show itself is on the air, Pyn-
chon is like a late-night tele-
vangelist, startling us with 
screams that we need to look 
and listen to the desolation 
around us, and making us laugh 
the whole way through the 
show. 

REVOLT! 
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 

BOYCOTT CENTRAL 
KITCHEN. SKIP 
LUNCH TODAY. 

Strike a blow for 
better food: 
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SPORTS 
Owls pull off 68-66 
victory over Frogs 
by Wes Gere 

It will probably take until tomor-
row's home game for the nerves of 
the Rice coaches and players to settle 
down from Wednesday's 66-64 vic-
tory overTexas Christian University 
at Autry Court It wasn't so much that 
the game was won by a two-point 
margin in overtime or that both cen-
ters had fouled out before the end of 
regulation play. 

The Owls had gone into the 
locker room after the first period 
fourteen points ahead, 38-24, the 
largest halftime lead in recent mem 
ory. 

Then the Owls, as fans may say is 
true of Rice varsity sports in general, 
just didn't know what to do with that 
kind of advantage. They blew the 
lead with 3:34 to go in the second 
half. 

"We did guarantee exciting 
games at the beginning of the sea-
son," said Thompson after the game, 
and that is certainly what 2,742 fans 
got that night, if not quite the kind 
they wanted. It was only sophomore 
guard Dana Hardy's desperation 
shot with two seconds left in the 
second half and a 59-57 score that 
saved Rice from a very embarrassing 
defeat 

Said Hardy, "I just happened to 
look up, and saw six seconds on the 
clock, and put it up as soon as I 
could." 

The ensuing overtime play was 
nerve-wracking back-and-forth ac-
tion, until sophomore forward Greg 
Price caught a pass from Hardy and 
put it in to break a 64-64 tie with 19 
seconds left Good defensive work 
kept the Frogs from scoring again. 

"My heart can't take another one 
like that" said Hardy. 

The beginning of the game, how-
ever, was spectacular. The Owls 
were up 13-2 four minutes into the 
game, thanks largely to six points 
from senior guard D Wayne Tanner 
and a trey by Hardy. 

Tanner had four steals by the ten-

minute mark, and by then the Owls 
were up 22-8. Tanner now holds the 
Southwest Conference record for 
career steals, which he had tied in 
the previous game, against Baylor. 
He now has 128 in SWC play. 

The fourteen-point halftime lead 
was the largest in twenty years for 
Rice, since the '69-'70 season, when 
Rice was the SWC champion. 

The second half saw a TCU team 
that was intent on recovering their 
dignity from a large deficit that didn't 
give their play credit It came back 
driven, and Wee couldnt match its 
intensity. 

"The TCU press defense did take 
its toll," said Thompson. Defense 
was what both teams used to estab-
lish their leads. 

"Itwas the defense that made [the 
first half]. We came out intense," 
said Tanner. "The crowd was unbe-
lievable." 

The second half kept the Owls 
floundering, according to Tanner. 
"We couldn't get any shots inside. I 
needed to look for my outside shots 
more." 

The top scorers were Hardy with 
13, and sophomore forward Kenneth 
Rourke with 12. Price is continuing 
his steady improvement scoring 10, 
including the winning shot "Price is 
starting to get some confidence out 
there, and he's really becoming a 
good player," Thompson said. Price 
also had two three-pointers in the 
game. 

However, freshman center Brent 
Scott, who scored 20 points in the last 
two games, was stifled by the TCU 
defenders. He fell into foul traps and 
fouled out with 6:11 to go in the sec-
ond period. 

"Basketball is a physical game, 
and it takes young players a while to 
learn how to be physical without foul-
ing," Thompson said. 

Junior center Chip Scott also 
fouled out with less than a minute in 
regulation. 

Rice is now at 3-1 in SWC action 
and 8-6 overall, tied for third in the 
conference with Houston. This 
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D'Wayne Tanner steals the ball and the SWC record for most steals in a career. 

comes after two SWC road wins in a 
row, a reversal of the poor road play 
of last year. 

Baylor 
Last Saturday's 65-62 victory over 

Baylor at Waco was also a heart stop-
per, at least in the last few minutes. 
The score was tied at 62 with three 
seconds to go, when Tanner 
bounced a three-pointer off the glass 
from 23 feet out for the win. 

This came immediately in re-
sponse to a game-tying three-pointer 
by Baylor's Melvin Hunt with 24 on 
the clock. Thompson was actually 
yelling for a timeout when Tanner 
took the shot, but if the planned play 
wasn't working, Tanner was. 

The 5'9" Tanner is the smallest 
starter in the SWC, and one of the 
most effective, according to Th-
ompson. "D Wayne is the most excit-
ing player in the Southwest Confer-
ence. He's invaluable because he 
makes so many things happen." 

Brent Scott led the scoring with 
20, and forward Scott Tynes made 
15, including a crucial basket in the 
last minute to give the Owls a 62-59 
lead. 

"Because we have been so up and 
down this year, every game is an ad-
venture. That was the case last week. 
Fortunately, we got the breaks when 
we needed them," Thompson said. 

As a sidelight freshmen scored 
40 of the 65 points in that game. 

The Owls play next tomorrow at 2 

Sports writers tarnish Hall of Fame 
by Charles Kuffiner 

Every year about this time, the 
Baseball Writers Association of 
America (that's BBWAA to their 
friends) gets together and reaffirms 
one of my basic beliefs; any idiot can 
be a sports writer. I'm sure you, dear 
readers, have already figured that 
one out, but it nonetheless gives me 
great pleasure to see such consis-
tency every year. 

TTie annual event to which I refer 
is the Hall of Fame balloting. 
Granted, even the BBWAA knows 
enough to vote in the truly deserv-
ing, such as Jim Palmer and Joe 
Morgan, and to deny entry to the 
good but not good enough, such as 
Jim Bunning. However, every year I 
look at the listing of all of the votes, 
and every year members of this 
august association insist on voting 
for players who shouldn't even be on 
the ballot For example, this year 
BBWAA members were ready to 
induct such all-time greats as Bucky 
Dent, Mike Torrez, Mickey Rivers 
and Jose Morales. I'm sorry, but this 
is stupid. 

The reason why grown men and 
women would do such silly things is 
undoubtedly because one may vote 
for up to ten players on the ballot 
Thus, after casting serious votes for 
the truly deserving and serious, but 

misguided, votes for your favorite 
not-quite-deserving players, there's 
still room to throw in a few j oke votes 
and sympathy votes. At least I hope 
the people who voted for Mickey 
Rivers were either doing it out of 
whimsy or sympathy. 

I realize we as Americans have a 
constitutional right to vote for whom 
ever we damn well please for any 
reason at all. This doesn't mean we 
should be proud of ourselves for 
doing so. It seems to me that if a 
BBWAA member can't grasp the dif-
ference between Joe Morgan and 
Bucky Dent he or she is not the sort 
of person we as concerned citizens 
should want deciding who gets into 
Cooperstown. 

I believe Hall of Fame voters 
should be accountable for their 
votes. I believe each ballot should be 
signed, and anyone who votes for a 
player who receives less than five 
votes should be put on probation for 
five years, with a second offense 
leading to a five-year suspension. I 
daresay this would bring some seri-
ousness to the voting. 

On the other hand, there are 
members of the BBWAA who take 

this whole thing a bit too seriously. 
They seem to think it is a crime to 
vote for anyone who is not Babe Ruth 
orCyYoungon the first ballot Idon't 
quite understand the logic of this. It 
seems to me that either you're good 
enough or you're not — certainly, 
your statistics are not going to im-
prove any. It's this same weird logic 
that allows some players to be voted 
in after repeated attempts, or to be 
voted in by the Veterans Committee. 
It just doesn't make sense. 

I suppose I shouldn't complain 
too much. The BBWAA hasn't com-
mitted any egregious errors re-
cently. Mostly, the right players are 
getting in. The reason why I do 
complain, though, is that when an 
undeserving player does get in, he's 
in for life. Such errors of commission 
as Rabbit Maranville, Joe Tinker and 
the immortal Morgan G. Bulkley 
cannot be undone, at least as things 
now stand. This is why we should 
never let the voting for the Hall of 
Fame get too lax. 

Answer to Trivia Question #3: 
Joel Skinner, then of the Pittsburgh 
Pirates organization, was the first 
player claimed in the free-agent 
compensation pool, by the Chicago 
White Sox. 

Trivia Question #4: Name the two 
members of the Baseball Hall of 
Fame who never had any official ties 
to the sport 

p.m. against SMU in the "Jungle 
Gym," where all the students are 
encouraged to show up in jungle 
gear for the televised event taking 
home-court advantage to the ex-
treme. 

Any advantage Rice can get is im-

portant now, because this is the first 
chance they have had in years to 
make their mark in the SWC. "There 
are a lot of teams bunched together 
now in the conference standings," 
said Thompson. "We need to show 
improvement and consistency." 

m 

Brent Scott hypnotizes the hapless TCU Horned Frogs in Rice's 68-66 victory. 

Women lose to TCU, 
drop to 1-3 in SWC 
by Nick Dobson 

A determined second half rally 
fizzled with about three minutes left 
to play as Rice's women's basketball 
team dropped a 75-61 decision to 
Texas Christian University. The 
Owls are now 1-3 in conference play, 
3-10 overall. 

Deana Giles of TCU hit a 3-
pointer 25 seconds into the game, 
and the Frogs never relinquished 
the lead. TCU exploited the low post 
against a soft Owl defense and hit five 
3-pointers which built a 17-point lead 
towards the end of the first half. The 
Owls managed to score the next four 
points to end the half trailing 29-42. 

According to first year head 
coach Mike Dunavant, the Owls 
played the first half as if they had 
forgotten everything they had talked 
about "(TCU) played just like we 
said they would," he said. "(It was) 
the worst half of basketball we've 
played since I've been at Rice." 

Rice came out of the break with 
intensified defense, and the in-

creased pressure paid off. The Frog 
lead was cut to eight points with 
12:33 left in the game. Rice fouls 
allowed TCU to maintain a comfort-
able lead until the five minute mark, 
at which point sophomore guard 
Carol Gilmore converted a steal into 
a three-point play. Following a TCU 
turnover on the alternate possession 
rule, Gilmore, who Dunavant de-
scribed as the most co nsistent player 
on the team, hit a 14footjumpshotto 
knock the Owl deficit down to five 
points. 

However, four consecutive Rice 
turnovers put the game out of reach. 
With Rice forced to foul, TCU con-
verted its free throws, as reflected by 
the final score. 

Junior Andrea Prater led the team 
in scoring and rebounds, with 11 and 
seven respectfully. Lori Thomas also 
scored 11 points and contributed five 
assists. Gilmore finished the game 
with nine points, while Jennifer Judy 
and Stacey Hisaka each had eight 

Dunavant summed the game up 
when he said, "If we'd played as well 

SEE DUNAVANT, P4GE 14 
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Owls, Thompson embrace "Jungle Gym" as Autry Court nickname 

by Thresher staff writer 

Coach Scott Thompson and the 
Rice basketball team have officially 
embraced the new nickname of 
Autry Court as "The Jungle Gym " 
For the remainder of the 1990 men's 
season, students are encouraged to 
capitalize on this theme, and support 
the Owls in their efforts to make 
Autry Court the toughest gym in the 
Southwest Conference. 

When Rice hosts SMU tomorrow 
afternoon, the entire student body is 
requested to kick off the "Jungle 
Gym" theme by dressing in 
camoflague, leopard-skins, and any-
thing else affiliated with the jungle . 
There will be other events during the 
remainder of the home schedule to 
re-emphasize this year's theme, in-
cluding: 

Jungle-sign contest 
January 31 vs. Arkansas 

Signs made by organizations and 

Jones senior Carol Gsell, decked out 
as the modem day Jane. 

college, will be judged for originality 
and adherence to the theme. Signs 
must be no larger then 3' tall by 6' 
wide. 

Animal Night 
February 3 vs. UMKC 

Bring your favorite stuffed ani-

mal. There will be a stuffed animal 
talent contest among qualified en-
trants at the game. Entrants will be 
limited. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jungle Night 
February 14 vs. Baylor 

Celebrate Valentine's Day with 
your favorite jungle beast Student 
pairs compete in a costume contest, 
judged on originality, adherence to 
theme, and humor. 

50*8 Night 
February 2 4 vs. Texas A&M 

A break from the jungle, with Rice 
honoring the 1954 SWC Champion-
ship team, and a post-game sock-
hop.) 

Students are invited to capitalize 
on the jungle theme for the rest of the 
season.So, be inventive, stir up spirit 
among your fellow students, and 
help make Autry Court more than 
just a noisy place to play basketball. 

WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE 

A 

S d Richardson Colege members prepare for Saturdays game at the Jungle Gym. 

u 

Now the PC you always 
wanted comes with the 
money to buy it! 

wMmMmsmwmmm 

ZENITH INNOVATES AGAIN 

First there was hardware. Then there was 
software. Now there's Zenith Loanwarer 

With Zenith Loanware, you can buy the Zenith 
Data Systems laptop or desktop PC you've always 
wanted for college. And all it takes is a little teamwork 
with your parents. 

In fact, once they see our flexible terms, your 
parents are sure to agree that Zenith Loanware is also 
a great way to borrow money for any other college 
expense, including tuition, books, even room and board. 
And you can repay at interest rates as low or lower 
than many home equity or unsecured consumer loans. 

So get the Zenith PC that comes with the money to 
buy it. And get it at a special educat ional price. Just 
pick up your Zenith Loanware Application today at the 
c a m p u s location shown here. Or call: 1-800-553-0143 
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For Your Information and Order Package 

CALL (800) 327-6234 or WRITE 

NAME: 

A D D R E S S : . 

CITY: 

0 

ST:. Zip: 

• Employee • Faculty • Student • Graduate Student 

of University/College: 

Home Phone: Work Phone: 

Interest: • 8088 • L O A N W A R E Send to: 

D Laptop D 80286 

O Desktop • 80386 

Z E N I T H DATA SYSTEMS 

12337 Jones Road. Suite 434 

Houston, Texas 77070 
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Dunavant 
FROM PAGE 13 

in the first half as in the second, we'd 
have been in good position to win. In 
the second half, we showed what 
we're capable of doing." 

The Owls' next home game is 
tomorrow against SMU. Game time 
is five o'clock. 

H 
mm* 
|™j^ 
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I 
Do you have a space in 
your new schedule? 
Come work for the 
Thresher. We need 
writers, photographers, 
and production 
workers. Stop by the 
Thresher office Sunday 
evening at 7:00 at the 
top floor of the Ley 
Student Center in the 
KMC. 
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JANUARY 
SPORTS CALENDAR 

20, Saturday 
• Men's Basketball vs. SMU, (Raycom-TV), Autry Court, 2 p.m. 
•Women's Basketball vs. SMU, Autry Court, 5 p.m. 
23, Tuesday 
Women's Basketball at Texas A&M, College Station, 7:30 p.m. 
24, Wednesday 
Men's Basketball at Texas A&M, College Station, 7:30 p.m. 
27, Saturday 
Women's Tennis at Sam Houston State, Huntsville, 1 p.m. 
Men's and Women's Swimming at New Orleans Triangular, (New 

Orleans, Florida A&M), New Orleans, La., 2 p.m. 
Men's Basketball at Texas (Raycom-TV), Austin, 2 p.m. 
Men's & Women's Track at Univ. of Minnesota/Reebok Indoor Inv., 

Minneapolis, Minn., 5 p.m. 
Women's Basketball at Texas, Austin, 7:30 p.m 
28, Sunday 
Women's Tennis vs. Texas-Pan American, Jake Hess Stadium, 2 p.m 
30, Tuesday 
Women's Basketball vs. Arkansas, Autry Court, 7 p.m. 
31, Wednesday 
Men's Basketball vs. Arkansas, Autry Court, 7:35 p.m 

INTRAMURAL ENTRY DEADLINES 
TODAY: 

Schick Super Hoops 
(takes place Sunday, 2 p.m. Autry Court) 

Faculty-Staff One-on-One Basketball 
NEXT FRIDAY: 

Women's Tennis Singles and Doubles 
Men's, Women's & Co-ed Softball 

Women's College Badmitton 
Men's College Racquetball 

Men's College Tennis 
'SOFTBALL OFFICIALS NEEDED* 

Call Lisa for more info. 527-4058 

MAGI ItG 
Acuson is the established leader in ultrasound imaging. We utilize Computed Sonography, 
which enables medical professionals to literally see inside the human body. The image is 
formed on a hybrid analog/digital computer under software control, providing the highest 
resolution, and the most precise medical imaging ever. 

Our creative technology, record growth, profitability, and team approach make us the ideal 
environment for talented BS and MS graduates. If you're ready for a challenge, let your talents 
create a great image with Acuson. 

We'll be on campus to talk about opportunities for graduates in the following 
majors/disciplines: 

• Electrical Engineering 
• Computer Science (Scientific Application) 
• Computer Engineering 

ON-CAMPUS 

Presentation/Demonstration 

Wednesday - February 14,1990 
The Miner Lounge 
Ley Student Center, 7-9 pm 

Interviews 

Thursday - February 15,1990 
Career Services Center 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Please call your Placement Center to schedule an interview. Located in the Silicon Valley, 
our address is Acuson, 1220 Charleston Road, P.O. Box 7393, Mt. View, CA 94039-7393. 
We are an equal opportunity employer. 

C O M P U T E D S O N O G R A P H Y 

At Last... 

The Perfect Opportunity To 
%%;*<• 

66 ACT ON YOUR POTENTIAL! 5 ? 

Design the Ultimate 
Career 

Strategy 
* 

Plan for 
Financial 

Independence 

Guarantee 
Academic 

Success 

• Perfect 
All Your 

Relationships 
* 

Clarify 
Your 

Future 

In this one day workshop, you will learn the tools for success and accomplishment in all areas of your life. 
Designed exclusively for college students with their eye on excellence, this event delivers concrete Ideas and 
strategies that will have you win! 

This workshop is lead by personal development expert Steve Dailey. He will engage your spirit motivate your 
ability, and coach you to your greatest level of success! ' 

IF YOU REALLY BELIEVE IN YOUR POTENTIAL -

INVEST IN IT TODAY! 

$ 5 0 ( 7 1 3 ) 2 6 5 - 1 4 1 5 
Limited Enrollment 
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Waiting for Graduation Misclass 
Overheard in B.F. West; 
"Getting married's probably less 
painful...and it doesn't have to last 9 
months." 

Overheard at a recent Club 13 run: 
"Hey, Rose, cool hat" 
"Don't use my name, dammit!" 

In Autry Court; "I like the little boys 
who wipe up the sweat" 

"God is dead. I'm in control here 
now." 

—The Existential A1 Haig 

Overheard in Baker Commons: 
"Gone are the days of length." 
Gone are the days of good Baker Mis-
class. —BPE 

Overheard in Lovett College Com-
mons: "You're about to get a thor-
ough beating, now." 

"Let's see what happens when the 
momentum is very large; that is, 
when it's going like a bat out of hell." 

—Dr. Dunning, PHYS 202 

Q: How does a modern woman get 
rid of cockroaches? 
A: She asks them for a commitment 

"Philosophy is a kind of 
sickness...we talk about it when 
we're unhappy." 

—Dr. Meixner, ENGL 367 

Operation Rescue: The type of 
people who would "destroy the vil-
lage in order to save it." 

Overheard in WRC: 
"1 wasn't ready yet' 1 was drying off 
my rod!" 

What do Aggies use for birth con-
trol? They put a rock in their shoes to 
make them limp. 

The administration should teach a 
class in sex ed — they seem rather 
proficient at screwing students. 

"Fuck" by Edgar Allen Poe 
Fuck, Fuck, Fuck, Fuck,Fuck. 
Fuck, Fuck, Fuck, Fuck, Fuck. 
Fuck, Fuck! 

Overheard from a female Baker Sen-
ior to a former kissing buddy: 
"Where are your hormones when I 
need them?" 

Not tonight 1 have to wash my gold-
fish. 

Overheard at Lovett 
"1 really like him. I could mar. 
"Shut up and drink" 

Overheard during sex last week: 
"Look mom! Rudolph!" 

Some Mech E Misclass: 
Q: Three miles north of Caranda, 
South Carolina stands a horse in a 
field. One mile east of this field is an 
anarchist who holds a solution that 
contains 45% explosive. Nearby a 
train traveling 80 mph approaches 
his laboratory. The anarchist plans 
to blow up a room that has 25.64 
square feet of floor space. In this 
room is a table on top of which lies a 
paper containing information about a 
subway in Japan. This particular 
subway travels at 130 km/h. The an-
archist is expecially fond of Japanese 
subways. On a shelf in the anar-
chist's lab is a bottle containing a 
solution of 15% explosive. Overhead, 
a Boeing 747 jet streaks across the 
sky at 450 mph. An F-15 is headed 
directly for the Boeing 747, flying at 
an airspeed of Mach 3.4. The anar-
chist desires 75 gallons of a 24% 
explosive solution. The 747 is now 15 
meters from the F-15. The two jets 
should collide over the field with the 
horse. What quantity of each of the 
two solutions is needed to obtain the 
anarchist's final desire? [Hint Kool-
Aid is blue.] 

A' 52.5 gal. of 15% explosive, 
22.5 gal. of 45% explosive. 

From the Home Office in Rayzor 
Hall, the World's Largest Men's 
Restroom... 

Top Ten Questions on the Natural 
Science 102 Placement Exam: 

10. Define "muon" and use it in a 
sentence correctly. 
9. Explain how the greenhouse effect 
will affect the temperature of Rupp's 
swimming pool. 
8. Cure cancer. 
For extra credit cure the common cold, 
AIDS, and the condition that gives us 
all phlegm in the morning. 
7. What is the average airspeed ve-
locity of an unladen swallow? For full 
credit be sure to include the answer 
for both an African and European 
swallow. 
6. Draw to scale a model of the DNA 
of the common house cat Compare 
it to the European mountain lion's. 
5. Define "hypercube" and illustrate 
all four dimensions in the blue book. 
4. True or false: Is acceleration a 
force? 
3. Disprove the Superstring Theory. 
Remember that no knowledge of 
calculus is needed for this course. 
2. Write an essay showing that Dar-
win was a Christ-figure. Use textual 
evidence from "On Origins of the 
Species." 
And the number one question on the 
natural science placement exam: 
1. Explain General Relativity. Be 
brief, but complete. 

T H E 
Let's go. We ean't. 

i» » ... 

not? 

We're waiting for Graduation, (pause) 
•Add/drop deadline with no late fee. 

January 19 •Congratulations to the socials at Wiess and Baker for 
throwing two awesome parties this past weekend. Even 
the news editor [i.e., Kurt] could have gotten laid. 

Saturday, *Tower Party at SRC. Admission is $3, or $1 if you 
arrive before 9:30 p.m. Venus in Furs, Dissent, and the 
Butt Pirates. On 7th, piano bar, on 6th, classic rock; on 
5th, mindless dance shit; on 4th, live bands; on 3rd 
industrial; on 2nd, rap. On the floor, the B.P.E. 
•Basketball vs. SMU at 2 p.m. on TV. 
• RUPD/SA Campus Watch Basketball Bash at the 
SMU game. $1 Blimpies and free Campus Watch 
decals and flashlights. 
•While two female Wiess seniors invited a certain 
member of the staff [i.e., Jay) to sleep there, the "bring 

.your own sleeping bag" stipulation sucked. Thanks. 

Vladimir & Estragon 
Notes & Notices 

VOLLEYBALL AND VOLLEYWALLBALL offi-
cials needed: officials' meeting wlH be 
held after X-mas break. Contact Lisa (527-
4056) with your name, college, and phone 
# M Interested. 

ALL PAST AND CURRENT members of GA-
LOR should attend the next business 
meeting at 5 p.m., Sun. Jan. 21 (next Sun-
day). The future direction of the group WIN 
be dlsucssed. Call Don 630-0247. 

submissions of poetry, art, prose or photo-
graphs Is Frl. Jan. 19. The final deadline Is 
Frl., Feb. 2. Turn In your submissions to the 
U. Blue reps. In the colleges or the U. Blue 
box In the English dept. For more Info., call 
Anu (666-5303) or Eric (630-6346). 

CHESS CLUB: Please contact Student Or-
ganization office (6:45-2:45) 527-4079. 

PICTURE YOURSELF In the 1990 Campanile. 
The 'Nile Is offering a free-for-all photo 
shoot Thursday, January 25th In the RMC 
Grand Had. Just come by between 11:30 
a.m. and midnight. 

You know, we must have the most 
well-read mailroom in the country. 

Archi Arts - a big headache. 

Samuel Beckett was a second 
semester senior Classified Ads 

INTRAMURAL INFORMATION 
1) Men's and women's faculty — staff 
activities. One on one basketball entry 
deadline Is Friday, Jan. 19th. Call Lisa at 
527-4056 for more Information. 
2) Intramural entry deadline Fr. Jan 19th: 
Schick Super Hoop* 3 on 3. Prizes for top 
men's and women's teams. Call Lisa at 
527-4056 for more Information. 
3) Final play results deadline for men's 
table tennis singles Is Fri. Jan 19th. 
4) Schick Super Hoops Tournament Sun-
day Jan. 21st, 2 p.m. Autry Court. 
5) Intramural deadlines: women's tennis 
singles and doubles; men's, women's and 
co-ed Softball; women's college badmin-
ton; men's college tennis. 
6) Softball officials needed for upcoming 
season. Call Lisa at 527-4058. 

RICE FOR CHOICE Is a pro-choice organi-
zation. All members of the Rice commu-
nity are Invited to attend our first meeting 
of the semester, January 17th, Wednes-
day, at 6 p.m. In Fondren Library 414. For 
more Info cal l Darien at 630-6957, Lisa at 
661-5971 or Leigh at 630-6000. 

ADVANCED LIFE SAVING Crossover 
course. Sat. Jan 20-Sat. Jan 27 at Rice 
University pool. Starts at 10:30. For more 
information cal l Dr. Frank Bearden X2532 
or X2436 or Todd C a l p p a t 630-6613. 

GREAT CHANGES IN Eastern Europel The 
Ukrainian Cultural Club of Houston, along 
with the department of Germanic and 
Slavic Studies, Is sponsoring a lecture: the 
Ukrainian church under Gorbachev, Fri-
day, Jan. 19.7:30, Sewall Hall 301. 

WANTED: Experienced mother's helper lor 
two children, ages 3 and 6. Flexible after-
noon hours, some nights and weekends 
required. References required. CaH 667-
09 S3. 

Extra room for study or large projects. 
Dave - 649-0507. 

WIN A HAWAIIAN VACATION OR BIG 
SCREEN TV plus raise up to $ M 0 0 In Just 10 
days 111 
Objective: Fundraiser 
Commitment: Minimal 
Money: Raise $1,400 
Cost: Zero Investment 
Campus organizations, clubs, frats, sorori-
ties call OCMC: 1-600-932-0528/1-600-
960-6472, ext. 10. 

$300 BEDROOM APARTMENT. Living room, 
dining area, kitchen, big bath, carpets, a/ 
c, plenty of light. Recently decorated. 
Richmond x 610 In the Galleria area. By 
appointment only. CaN 627-0077. 

PERMANENT PART-TIME opening In finan-
cial planning office for filing/general of-
fice employee. Galleria area. 55/hour. 15-
20 hours/week worked around your 
schedule. Vlv 629-1534. 

RICE SWARTHMORE EXCHANGE 1990. 
Application deadline Is January 19, 1990, 
at 5:00 PM. For more Information, contact 
Academic Advising at 527-4060. 

HOUSE FOR SALE: Montrose area near 
River Oaks, short bike trip to Rice. Beauti-
fully updated 3-1, In quiet neighborhood. 
Central AC/H, hardwood floors, high ceil-
ings and lots of windows. Sale by owner 
$104,000. CaM 524-6126. 

PROFESSIONAL WORD PROCESSING/TYP-
ING, quick turnaround, accurate, compa-
rable rates. BANNERS, POSTERS, GREETING 
CARDS and MORE. Free pick-up and de-
livery at Rice. CaN Krlsten Nelson, 667-
7651. 

STUDY ABROAD IN THE 1990-1991 ACA-
DEMIC YEAR exchange programs are 
available In England and Germany for 
students of all majors. Most financial aid 
available at Rice will apply to these pro-
grams. Deadlines are end of February. 

CAREER SERVICES WORKSHOPS: "Dress for 
Success," sponsored by Macy's on Mon., 
1/22 at 7 p.m. in the Famsworth Pavilion; 
"How to Succeed at interviewing," Wed., 
1/24 at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. In the Career 
Services Conference Rm. 

KXLN CHANNEL45 looking for Interns. Call 
Lynee at 527-4055 for Info. 

ATTENTION - GOVERNMENT seized ve-
hicles from $100. Fords, Mercedes, Cor-
vettes, Chevys. Surplus Buyers Guide. 1 -
602-836-6665 Ext. A10733. 

PART TIME HELP WANTED, M-F from 3-6 p. m. 
and/or flexible. "Babysitting", studying, 
driving for 2 teen-agers near St. John s 
school. Must have car. Call Jim Nlcklos 
236-1101 (office), 629-9687 (home). 

SR NEEDED FOR partime Job. Major: English 
or history. Research info, and write about 
ancient history and current affairs. $6/hr 
and bonus. CaN Rocky Navarro 762-9291. 

HOUSTON JOBFAIR '90 January 27, 1990, 
George R. Brown Convention Center. 

Career Advisors now available. Call Ca-
reer Services at 527-4055 for name of 
career advisor In you college. 

NEEDED: FLEXIBLE part-time sales help In 
Village folk art store. Call 520-5650. 

Found during HIST 101 final examination 
last semester — gold watch. Contact Pro-
fessor Stokes, FL502, X2598. 

UNIVERSITY BLUE: The contest deadline for 

Internship wlht International Paper Co., 15 
hrs. wk at $7/hour. For Info cal l Lynee at 
527-4055. 

A CANDLELIGHT VIGIL, on Monday, 1 -22-
90, at 6:00 p.m. In front of Fondren in 
memorium of the Roe vs. Wade decision. 

ATTENTION - GOVERMENT HOMES from $ 1 
(U-repalr). Delinquent tax property. Re-
possessions. CaH 1-602-836-8665 Ext. GH 
10733. 

ATTENTION - HIRING! Government Jobs -
your area. Many Immediate openings 
without waiting list or test. $17,840 — 
$69,465. Call 1-602-636-8685. Ext. R10733. 

RED PEUGEOT LADIES' BIKE. New-Never 
Ridden, $290. White bookcases from 
Storehouse (4 deep shelves, and a set of 
doors) $125 each, or best offer. RCA 26' 
Color TV with remote, cable ready. $390. 
Call 871-1806. 

David "I've read Waiting for Godot' 
twice!" Egelman's Search for Truth * 

• Ht HWOUO PAGfc wora processing and 
laser printing. Call Kathryn: 661-3274. 

DOWNTOWN TWO-LAWYER law office 
needs receptionist to work the hours of 
6:30 to 1:30 dally; flexible; duties will In-
ciuae court runs ana some downtown 
deliveries. Low pressure. Larry at 739- 7600. 

ACT IN TV COMMERCIALS. High pay. No 
experience...aN ages. Kids, teens, young 
adults, families, mature people, animals, 
etc. CaN Now! Charm Studios, 1 -600-637-
1700 ext. 8275. 

ATTENTION: EARN MONEY READING 
BOOKS! $32,000/year Income potential. 
Details. (602) 836-6865 ext. Bk 10733. 

DESK FOR SALE: 2 2-drawer letter-size Me 
cabinets serve as base tor butcher block 
desk top. $75 . 629-1130/664-0026 (Bar-
bara). 

WANTED: RECEPTIONIST/TYPIST. For law 
offlce. Flexible hours. CaN Frank HaHm at 
840-7362. 

ROOMMATE WANTED to share 2 bdrm, 2 
bath apartment 1 mtte from Rice; prefer 
non-smoker, grad. student; $287/mo, 
phone/utlittles paid; avaN. 2/10; 523-9005. 

ROOM TO RENT m my house near Hobby 
Airport (15 minutes from Rice). Furnished / 
unfurnished $250/month, utilities paid. 

QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH ANA-
LYST. Young, aggressive media/ 
communications company is ac-
tively looking for a Quantitative 
Research Analyst. The Ideal candi-
date will have a Masters or Doctoral 
level with good knowledge of statis-
t ical or quantitative methods. He/ 
she will perform regression, factorial 
and discriminant analysis using 
data collected from research. Soft-
ware packages used are SPSSX and 
SAS. 

This Is a hlgh-vtslbllNy, exciting 
position, to start Immediately. Spring 
graduates can work part-time until 
summer. For more Information call 
Marie-Pierre Stlen, ROBERT HALF OF 
HOUSTON, 623-4700. 

From the Thresher files... 
January 15, 1970—"Rice University nominees won two of the 32 Rhodes 
Scholarships awarded for the 1969-70 for two years or study at Oxford 
University in England. Butch Engles, an electrical engineering senior, and 
Charlie Shanor, a 1968 graduate English major, won the prestigious scholar-
ships. Engles is chief justice of the Wiess College Court and a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa. Shanor, who is currently a law student at the University of Virginia, 
was president of the Student Association and a member of Baker College." 

I have not yet witnessed anyone 
shove an electric eel up his or her 
nostriL But I am keeping my eyes 
peeled, because that would be the 
confirming pillar in my latest theory 
on human nature. The theory: 
people love to make things hard on 
themselves. 

Take, for example, the sport of 
jogging. In this decade of supercars 
and spaceshuttles, we Americans 
get our kicks by pretending we live in 
3000 B.C., when potential diners had 
to chase down large beasts called 
"chicken g'rillas" and kill them with 
rocks, sticks, and lunch trays. In 
order to recapture those wonderful 
days, we wake up earlier than we 
have to, tie our shoes very tightly, 
and move our legs rapidly as if in 
pursuit of an elusive g'rilla. But 
every time we do it, we end up in the 
exact sam e spot we started. It. seems 
we would learn. 

I understand that some of you 
(after .!paying huge amounts of 
money) were told by trained medical 
experts to jog. But even if that is your 
case, I know that the doctor said 
nothing about talking while you run. 
Let me explain: a few days ago, my 
two friends "Mark" and "Alex" On 
order to disguise their names, I have 

switched them with each other), 
beat me over the head with a whiffle 
bat until I conceded to jog with them. 
So we arose early, tied our respective 
shoes very tightly, and began to run 
the loop. That was when it hap-
pened. They began to talk. 

My primary natural instinct, as 
a sane human being, is to take in as 
much oxygen as possible when run-
ning so as not to end up horizontal, 
with my face planted permanently on 
the loop. For I learned my lesson as 
a young boy, when I was hiking with 
my family. With impeccable timing, 
I started a long joke at the exact time 
we began the steep ascent of a moun-
tain face. 

By the time we reached the top, I 
was taking desparate gasp>s between 
each word, and then, about two 
nanoseconds before I coughed up" 
the punchline, I fainted and fell back 
down the mountain. My parents, 
since they had heard the joke before, 
continued along their way. 

(For those in the audience who 
are illiterate, here is an audio replay: 

pant... gasp ..."so the farmer" 
...wheeze...pant "turns to the"...gasp 
..."cowboy\..choke..."and says"... 

[boy stops, eyes roll backward] 
...tumbletumblecrashbam... 

[sound of falling boy gets fainter 
and fainter] 

...pause... 
"I've heard it before. Let's go.") 
So there I am jogging, and "Mark" 

and "Alex" begin to talk. It would not 
have been bad if (a) they were saying 
something pertinent like, "I sure 
hope we can catch the chicken g'rilla 
today, so we don't have to do this 
anymore," or (b) they were saying 
something in my best interest, like 
"Watch out for that giant boa con-
strictor." But they weren't 

They talked about homework, 
and George Bush, and guitars, and 
everything else imaginable. And 
then they asked me to tell a joke. Not 
wanting to look like a wimp, I belted 
out a good long one, and soon I was 
smelling the dirt. 

It wouldh't have been so bad, 
except that the boa constrictor saw 
me fall, and thus he ate mpior break-
fast My friends had heard the joke 
before, and continued along their 
way. 

Join me next week for part 2 of 
this series "How we make life hard 
on ourselves". And if you see a 
chicken g'rilla run by your door, tell 
someone else about it; I'm getting 
mine at CK. 

C 


