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History department donates over $800 to Operation Success 
by Greg Kahn 

The history department of Rice 
University donated $805 last week to 
Operation Success, an RSVP pro-
gram founded and headed by Sid 
Richardson senior Alex Byrd that 
brings together Rice students with 
students at Jack Yates High School 
in Houston, Byrd's alma mater. 

The money was raised by profes-
sor Gale Stokes through 27 individ-
ual donations from the members of 
the faculty and staff of the depart-
ment, the Journal of Southern History 
and the Jefferson Davis Society. 

"Everyone in the history depart-
ment knows what terrific work Alex 
does," Stokes said, "and after hear-
ing about Operation Success at 
graduation last year and through an 
article in the summer issue of the 
Thresher, I thought that it would be a 
nice idea to set up a bridge between 
the history department and Yates 
High School." 

"Dr. Stokes saw me soon during 
the summer and asked me if I was 
really soliticiting funds [for Opera-
tion Success]," said Byrd, who ma-
jors in history and English. "He said 
that he was going to check around 
the history department and see what 
he could do...Originally I expected 

to receive a check for around $200, 
so when we received one for more 
than $800,1 was astounded." 

Byrd said that the money would 
go to three Yates students who will 
be classified as History Department 
Summer Scholars and will be able to 
attend the Rice Summer Session for 
high school students. Byrd also 
noted that the Graduate Student 
Association recently presented him 
with a check for $250, which will go 
toward setting up a permanent en-
dowment for Operation Success. 

Operation Success is a program 
that brings several Rice students to 
Yates to tutor two afternoons a week. 
On every other weekend, Operation 
Success brings the Yates students to 
Rice for a social activity. The number 
of Yates students that take advan-
tage of the tutorial program varies; 
the average in the past has been ten, 
but there have been occasions where 
more than 35 students have come. 
Generally, between four and eight 
Rice students accompany Byrd to 
the school. 

Operation Success was started by 
Byrd during his freshman year at 
Rice. "1 was determined to build a 
partnership between Rice and Yates. 
There was no specific plan, no spe-
cific agenda—I just sort of backed 
into the whole thing, to tell you the 

truth," Byrd said. "I believe that 
everyone involved gets a lot out of 
the program. The Rice students gain 
from having this kind of an experi-
ence, and the people at Yates are 
getting help in a lot of ways as well." 

Byrd stated that there was an 

additional advantage to heading the 
program. "Getting off-campus and 
going to Yates helps keep me sane," 
he said. "1 would go completely crazy 
if 1 couldn't do anything other than 
homework every day." 

Stokes sent out a memo to his 

colleagues on September 1, asking 
for individual donations for Opera-
tion Success to build links between 
Rice and Yates. "Alex is a remarkable 
student who has devoted a great deal 
of time creating tutorial projects at 

SEE SUCCESS, PAGE 7. 

Oates opens presidential lecture series 
By Shaila K. Dewan 

Joyce Carol Oates, a well-known 
American writer who has traversed 
through many genres of literature, 
delivered the first lecture of the 
Presidential Lecture Series at the 
Grand Hall of the Rice Memorial 
Center on Monday. 

Oates, the author of 19 novels, 
has won the National Book Award 
for fiction and is currently the Roger 
S. Berlind Distinguished Professor 
of the Humanities at Princeton Uni-
versity. 

Susan Wood, Associate Professor 
of English and Master of Lovett Col-
lege, introduced Oates, saying, "So 
few of our writers have what I would 
call Vision.' By that I mean a moral 
and social consciousness, a histori-
cal consciousness...In an age too 

Smith joins panel to discuss China 
Speakers analyze implications of Tiananmen Square conflict 

by Lone l ist 

The International Studies Depart-
ment at the University of St Thomas 
hosted a panel discussion Wednes-
day entitled "China: After Tian-
anmen Square." A panel of three 
speakers included Yimin Yu, a Chi-
nese graduate student at University 
of Houston, Dr. Richard Smith, a 
professor of ancient and modern 
Chinese studies at Rice, and Dr. 
William Cunningham, Director of 
the Center for International Studies 
at the University of St. Thomas. The 

panel gave an impressive presenta-
tion on the past and present implica-
tions of the events in China this 
summer. Yu represented the stu-
dents' point of view, Smith the Chi-
nese government's point of view, and 
Cunningham offered an opinion on 
how the United States should handle 
the situation that has developed in 
China. 

Yu, a Chinese student who came 
to the United States in 1983, both 
enlightened and moved the audi-
ence as he recounted personal con-
tacts with students who had been 
involved with the demonstrations. 

Parent's weekend. 

Sid Richardson College Master James Disch mingles with parents at a 
wine and cheese reception at the Grand Hall in the RMC Saturday. 

Yu said that in the first five years of 
Chinese Premier Deng's economic 
reform program there had been sig-
nificant success, but that over the 
past five Deng had gone through a 
great number of problems. "People 
realize the reason for the failure of 
the economic reform as the need for 
political reform Democracy means 
they can have their own autonomous 
organizations, a free press, and basic 
human rights. They want to be able 
to have influence on political deci-
sions and this is not allowed. The dis-
satisfaction of the people resulted in 
the protest," he explained. 

Yu's explanation for the crack-
down was that the students at-
tempted to ask for too much at once. 
He believes a more successful strat-
egy would have been to make small 
demands, and slowly work their way 
up to bigger ones. When Yu talked to 
a friend in China he was told that the 
government had attempted to move 
up the summer vacation of the stu-
dents in order to get them out of 
Beijing. One student he heard about 
was detained and has not been heard 
from simply because he wrote about 
Tiananmen Square in his diary. Yu 
said, "No contact is allowed between 
students who have been detained 
and their parents. No one knows how 
many people have been executed, 
and no explanations are given when 
someone is arrested," Yu said. 

Yu also explained that the gov-
ernment has power over the stu-
dents because it is responsible for 
assigning their jobs after graduation. 
This can be used as a type of punish-
ment for those who take part in pro-
tests, Yu explained. According to Yu, 
the government has become much 
stricter in China, and contact be-
tween Chinese in the United States is 
becoming much harder. 

"The people in China are very 
frightened. It is unwise to predict the 
future of China, but I believe no one 
can break the move that has begun 
towards democracy. But I believe 
the road is long. I hope to see the 
bright democratic sun over China 

SEE PANEL. PAGE 8. 

often dominated...by the exquisite 
little domestic novel and... intellec-
tual constructs, collages, games in 
which language is endlessly self-ref-
erential, Joyce Carol Oates is after 
bigger game." 

The lecture, "The Life of the 
Writer and The Life of the Career," 
consisted of sections of a nonfiction 
work-in-progress centering on 
Oates' two theories of the genesis of 
art 

"Art originates in play," said 
Oates. "It's very bound up with story-
telling." She asserted that writers 
feel "homesick" for their "earlier 
selves," their imaginative child-
hoods. 

"When you are a child the life of a 
writer and the life of a career are very 
distant," she said. "Sometimes I 
think, though I probably shouldn't 
say this, that amateurs have the most 
fun in life." 

Oates also discussed "counter-
worlds," which she admitted was 
one of her favorite terms and are 
fabricated worlds like those in Alice 
and Wonderland and the early crea-
tions of the Bronte children. "Espe-
cially living at Princeton, you have to 
erect a counterworld." 

Oates' second and, by her own 

ism, the vulnerability." She recalled 
"the holy unnerving news brought to 
me in a mere letter...In the paralysis 
of bliss I thought this is what it's like 
to be a real writer, part paralyzed and 
part blind." 

She went on to discuss the effects 
of a successful career on writers 
such as Norman Mailer, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, and Ralph Ellison, whose 
first novel Invisible Man was such a 
daunting success that he never pub-
lished again. She said John Stein-
beck, Albert Camus and Mark Twain 
also suffered "immense self-doubt" 
due to high recognition. 

"It's typical today that a person 
who has vision and genuine talent is 
immediately confronted with people 
who want to stop him or her," she 
said. 

She asserted that writers are 
sometimes struggling with their 
careers, recalling that Charles 
Dodgson would refuse any mail 
addressed to his pseudonym, Lewis 
Carroll. 

She compared two major Ameri-
can poets, Walt Whitman and Emily 
Dickinson, saying that Whitman 
"always identified with his public 
career," while Dickinson was a re-
cluse. However, she said that the 

Joyce Carol Oates speaks on "The Life of the Writer and the Life of the Career 

description, more controversial the-
ory of the genesis of art was that an 
artist is driven in hopes of redemp-
tion. T h e artist is born damned," 
she said."If you don't read, don't 
write," said Oates, "because the en-
terprise is hopeless %in a cultural 
sense. If you don't read your contem-
poraries, the enterprise is almost 
hopeless in a cultural sense. To move 
into something like a career, you 
have to know your craft" 

Oates charted "the course of a 
typical life" of a writer, discussing not 
only the fantastic world of childhood 
but the educational world of "certain 
tyrants who are known in a more 
benign fashion as teachers." 

She discussed the role of parents 
in a young writer's life, mentioning 
Sylvia Plath, Anne Sexton, Anais 
Nin, John Updike, Eugene O'Neill, 
and Ernest Hemingway, who "never 
lost an opportunity to say something 
mean about his mother". 

Oates said the feeling of getting a 
first work published is like that of 
adolescence,"the trembling ideal-

American goals of fame and gloiy 
were just as evident in Dickinson's 
work as in Whitman's. 

"There is always a tug between 
the centripetal force of imagination 
and the centrifugal, the outer public 
world," Oates said. 

After fielding questions from the 
audience, Oates concluded with a 
quote from Henry James "We do 
what we can and we give what we 
have." 

Feature 



2 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1989 THE RICE THRESHER 

Opinion 
Approach Soviet Union 
with openness and caution 

After a 45-minute interview with anti-nuclear activist William Cof-
fin, f realized yet again the staleness of American political thought 
when the topic comes to U.S.-Soviet relations. His view of a benign, 
friendly U.S.S.R. and extreme conservatives' view of it as still the "Evil 
Empire" both fly in the face of the facts. 

Coffin claimed the U.S.S.R was "internally beseiged, and there-
fore externally benign." He forgets that sometimes countries with 
internal difficulties go to war in order to try to unify the country, like 
the U.S.S.R. did in 1905. This happens especially in countries that 
place foreign policy concerns far ahead of domestic concerns. 

Furthermore, even with Gorbachev's "new thinking," the Soviet 
Union is far from benign. After all, it sold missiles to Libya earlier this 
year and continues to ship large quantities of arms to Nicaragua. 

And why did Gorbachev request "scientific goods, including high 
definition television and fast computers and chips" from the Norwe-
gian foreign minister in July when what the Soviets lack are basic 
consumer goods like soap, toothpaste, shoes, sugar (despite prop-
ping up Cuba), meat and vegetables? 

Furthermore, this summer a report by the joint armed services 
committees of Congress said there had been no real changes in Soviet 
military power since Gorbachev rise and that military spending had 
even increased. Admittedly, though, powerful elements in the Soviet 
Union strongly oppose military cutbacks and Gorbachev has only 
recently consolidated his power. And as we may soon find out, large 
military cutbacks cannot happen overnight. But so far his words have 
yet to be transferred into deeds. 

At the same time, other actions have made it clear that the Soviet 
Union is not the expansionistic power it was in the late 70s and early 
80s. It has withdrawn from Afghanistan and has pressured clients like 
Vietnam and Cuba to end their foreign policy conquests. Most 
importantly, it has allowed, even encouraged, Eastern European 
countries to undertake dramatic reforms. 

Yet as his problems mount Gorbachev may not be in power long. 
Some estimates give him six months to a year without tangible 
improvements. 

Any conservative who replaces Gorbachev could quickly scrap 
arms control agreements and build up forces quicker than the West 
could. Look at the problems the West had installing medium-range 
nuclear missiles in Eastern Europe in the Cold War climate of the 
early 1980s. Such a leader could also use against us any other help we 
give Gorbachev. Simply turning off the spigot of aid does not end its 
effect. 

Coffin dismissed these legitimate concerns, saying "Such con-
cerns don't begin to match the concerns if we don't disarm... I don't 
think we're too soft to arm again. Maybe that's true. . . But we're 
paying an awfully high price for that policy. We're aiding and abetting 
Gorbachev's downfall." 

Honestly, what the U.S. does has little impact on Gorbachev's 
downfall, because he has so little timeto act that the impact of what 
we do would not be felt until it's too late. But for our own benefit, 
mainly to cut our huge budget deficit, we need to reduce military 
spending. 

For example, the B-2 Stealth Bomber is a weapon that serves no 
real purpose except to retaliate hours after a nuclear attack (and 
waste billions of taxpayer dollars). New land-based missiles are also 
redundant. Sea-launched cruise missiles, which we already have, 
would be cheaper and more difficult to defend. 

However, as Coffin correctly states, anything we do should be 
"step by step, very responsibly... In any case, let's test his sincerity. 
Nothing is going to be negotiated that can't be verified." 

-Kurt Moeller 
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Wood 'offended' by Chance's column 
To the editor: 

Dr. Jane Chance's "Guest Col-
umn" in the September 22 issue of 
the Thresher contains several inaccu-
racies and misconceptions which 
need correcting. 

There are, in fact, not seven but 
six tenure-track women now in the 
English Department (two full profes-
sors, two associate professors and 
two assistant professors). 

Of the ten appointments made in 
the department in the last sixteen 
years, seven have been women and 
all of the women who have become 
eligible for tenure and promotion 
have received it. 

Thu s, it seems clear to me that the 
department has made a consistent 
effort to hire women and to promote 
them. 

Of the six tenure-track women in 
the department, I am the only one 
who does not hold a Ph.D. (Dr. 
Chance stated that there are two of 
us.) The position for which I was 
hired, creative writing, was not ad-
vertised as requiring the Ph.D., and 
most of the candidates interviewed 
for the position did not have a Ph.D. 

It is not usually considered a re-
quirement for creative writing posi-
tions; instead, selection committees 
look at a candidate's publications in 
the field. (Though I did not have a 
Ph.D., I had a critically well-received 
collection of poems, Bazaar, pub-
lished by a major New York pub-
lisher, Holt Rinehart & Winston.) 
Few graduate programs grant the 
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Ph.D. in creative writing, and if one 
looks at creative writing teachers 
throughout the country—at Joyce 
Carol Oates, at Princeton, for ex-
ample, or at the faculty of the out-
standing graduate programs in crea-
tive writing, such as Iowa, the Uni-
versity of Houston, and Columbia— 
one will find that only a handful of the 
teachers hold a Ph.D. 

Of the tenure track faculty in the 
English Department, only Dr. Linda 
Driskill and I are former Rice gradu-
ate students. While we are women, 
there are a number of former Rice 
graduate students, most of them 
men, on the faculty in other depart-
ments, and both the writer Larry 
McMurtry and George Williams, 
who once taught in our department, 
were former Rice graduate students. 
I dont know where Chance gets the 
idea that "most universities do not 
hire their own graduate students." 
While no university would want to 
hire a preponderance of its own 
graduates, a survey of all depart-
ments at major universities would 
reveal numerous examples of cur-
rent or former faculty who were 
graduate students at their institu-
tions. 

An obvious example is Rice Presi-

Student victim warns of danger, pain of rape 
To the editors: 

Approximately one out of three 
women are raped on campuses and 
elsewhere. An ex-Kansas State Uni-
versity professor states that "rape is 
a crime of violence and not passion. 
The majority of rapes are by people 
the victim knows." 

Although in the past it was diffi-
cult to find help, there are now 
women police who deal directly with 
female tape victims. Avoiding rape is 
not usually an option, but being 
aware of vulnerable situations is im-
portant Avoid empty and dark park-
ing lots; stand near the alarm button 
in elevators; carry a rape whistle; 
stay in the public's eye; make sure a 
friend or taxi waits untill you are 
inside; watch for shadows; scream if 
you can; and above all know.no one is 
"exempt" from rape, male or female! 

It is crucial to know that both men 
and women are victims of rape and 
that if you are raped you have the 
right to take legal action and to speak 
up! If only it was that easy. It is not 
Who wants to believe that their 
daughter, son, roommate, girlfriend 

or boyfriend has been raped? Rape is 
a very serious crime that will hurt 
emotionally forever. 

Never think you are "exempt" 
from rape. Your so-called friend one 
minute can be raping you the next. It 
is scary to speak up because women 
tend to be accused of flirting and 
teasing men. However, rape is not a 
matter of flirtation; no one has the 
right to rape no matter what the situ-
ation. As seen in the movie "Ac-
cused," rape is rape and there is no 
excuse! When a woman can't fight 
back, where is she left? 

To be a victim of rape hurts like 
hell, and as the NOW movement 
states "they get three years, we get 
life." Well, it is the truth. When a 
person is raped it takes a long time, if 
not forever, to get over the fear of 
sexual moments and the fear of ac-
knowledging that you are a victim! 
The police, counseling, and support 
groups are some ways of beginning 
to handle the pain of rape. 

In fact, acknowledging to oneself, 
friends, and family is the hardest 
aspect of all. If we don't take legal 

action because of shock and feeling 
devastated, it is absolutely necessary 
to speak up and look hard for the 
other victims who have felt and still 
remember the time of defenseless-
ness, helplessness, fear, and sad-
ness that rape causes. Do not think 
that you are weak because you do not 
take legal action. With this dilemma 
there is a great tendency to remain si-
lent and to keep in mind that if the in-
dividual raped once, chances are 
they will rape again. 

Ted Bundy was a gang raper that 
was electrocuted. Many rapes are 
accelerated and brought on by por-
nography. If we can speak up we will 
find the other victims and be able to 
support one another and rebuild or 
reassert our sexual ideals. 

A female sophomore at Sid 
Richardson was date-raped at the 
age of 15. She feels that the hardest 
but most crucial aspect of dealing 
with rape is acceptance. "I finally 
came to terms with what happened 
to me only a year ago. For two years, 
I had supressed the terrible memo-
ries of being raped, but after talking 

to other victims, I realized I wasn't as 
alone as I had thought Now I feel 
that part of the responsibility of 
being sexually assaulted is helping 
others to deal with similar situations. 
The more I talk to people about rape 
and molestation, the more victims I 
find—male and female alike. It is a 
scary fact just how many victims 
there are." Hopefully many more will 
speak up and take action. It is okay, 
you are not alone and the one out of 
three rape statistic proves it! 

I am also a victim of rape. I am 
writing about rape because it is a 
very serious crime . A victim will 
need support and courage to deal 
with it Rape is a painful memory and 
scars for life. 

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to invite other members of the 
Rice community who are victims of 
rape to form a support group. Please 
call me if you are interested in work-
ing through this trauma with other 
victims. 

Tania van den Houten 
Hanszen '92 

dent George Rupp, who received his 
Ph.D. from Harvard and later taught 
there, eventually becoming Dean of 
the Harvard Divinity School. 

In English departments, which I 
know best, I can think of a number of 
professors across the country teach-
ing in the universities where they 
were graduate students: David Perk-
ins at Harvard, Harold Bloom, 
Geoffrey Hartman and Brian Wolf at 
Yale, Thomas Roach at Princeton, 
Frank Lentricchia and Reynolds 
Price at Duke, Wayne Booth at Chi-
cago, Steven Marcus at Columbia, 
Avram Fleishman and Eric Sunquist 
at Johns Hopkins, Charles Levy at 
Cornell, Mike Clark at University of 
California at Irvine, Maxine Hairston 
at the University of Texas, and Bruce 
Franklin at Stanford, to name a few. 
To imply that there is something 
unusual about this at Rice is mislead-
ing at best 

Chance also worries about Rice 
offering teaching positions to the 
spouses of professors. The preva-
lence of dual-career couples in aca-
demia has made this a reality, as an 
article in the September 20 issue of 
The Chronicle of Higher Education 
noted ("Growing number of higher 
education institutions set up special 
programs to benefit dual-career 
couples"). In the case of Dr. Talia 
Fishman (the wife of English Depart-
ment's Dr. Max Apple), hired last 
year by the History Department, her 
credentials speak for themselves: 
she has a Ph.D. in Near Eastern his-
tory from Harvard, is the author of a 
respected book in the field, and 
turned down at least one similar job 
offer, from Columbia, to come to 
Rice. Rice is lucky to have Dr. Fish-
man on its faculty, and to imply that 
she is not supremely qualified to be 
here is insulting. 

Finally, I am deeply offended by 
Chance's implication that I or any of 
my female colleagues, including the 
part-time faculty in our department 
(among whom are some of the con-
sistently highest-rated teachers on 
this campus) were hired for any 
other reason than merit or are valued 
merely because of "their looks or 
loyalty, their docility, their nurturing 
ability."The implication in Chance's 
article is just another variation on the 
old sexist attitude toward women: 
that if a woman has achieved suc-
cess, she must have had to dispense 
sexual favors to get it 

Unfortunately, such misconcep-
tions only serve to divide women and 
to take our attention away from the 
very real problems still faced by 
women in academia. 

Susan Wood 
Associate Professor of English 

Master of Lovett College 
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A new question for students: 'You've got a minor in what ?' 

ought 
BY MICHAEL RAPHAEL 

During the 1986-87 school year, 
the term "coherent minor" connoted 
something scary, grotesque, cata-
strophic, and potentially life-threat-
ening. 

Maybe not that bad. But it was a 
lot worse than it is now. 

At that time, the coherent minor 
was only an idea initiated by Presi-
dent Rupp, and teams of faculty were 
working diligently on turning it into 
curricular reality. And the idea, 
horrible as it seemed to us at the 
Thresher, was to require all students 
to get a minor in a field opposite from 
their major. 

I didn't know many English ma-
jors who would have wanted to come 
to Rice if they had to minor in stuff 
like space physics; S /Es would not 
have been too pleased to be forced to 
narrow their few electives into an 
academ minor. 

But after much publicity in the 
Thresher, and after students—al-
most all opposing the idea—packed 
an open forum at the Chemistry 
Lecture hall in what Provost Neal 
Lane termed a "lynch mob," the 
committee on the coherent minor 
modified the proposal. 

The kinder, gentler coherent 
minors, which freshmen and sopho-
mores can now take advantage of, 
a re op t iona l . T h e founda t i on 
courses, a part of the coherent minor 
proposal, are required, but they re-
ally d o n t have anything to do with 
the minors. 

I strongly opposed the coherent 
minor back when it was to be re-
quired, but anything in the curricu-
lum that's optional is fine with me. 
Still, there are ways to make the 
coherent minor much better. 

Start with the name, which hap-
pens to be the second most stupid 
official term now in use at this univer-
sity. Just try to imagine what an "in-
coherent minor" would be. (The stu-
pidest term, by the way, is that 
lengthy euphemism the physical 
education department uses to de-
scribe itself). 

More substantially, here are a 
couple suggestions for improving 
the optional minors: 

• We ought to be able to minor in 

normal subjects instead of just the 
weirdo ones approved. 

There are now 13 coherent mi-
nors approved, including such love-
lies as Formal Institutions, Social 
Inequality, and The Dynamic Earth. 

Can you see a Rice student apply-
ing for a job: "That's right, Mr. An-
dersen, I'm an economics major with 
a minor in The Earth in Space."? 

Or trying to get an medical intern-
ship: "Is BenTaub Hospital a Formal 
Institution? If so, I think I'll be able to 
grasp it pretty well because my mi-
nor is Formal- Institutions." 

This sort of thing is an embarass-
ment to have on a transcript Maybe 
I'm missing something, but I think 
the courses specified for, say, For-
mal Institutions are no more "coher-
ent" than the distribution courses a 
lot of students take at random. 

In case you're wondering, the 
Formal Institutions minor includes 
Economics 430: Corporate Eco-
nomic Systems, along with Political 
Science 318: The Presidency. It also 
includes Anthropology 320 and Soci-
ology 325, which a r en t even in the 
General Announcements book, but if 
they were, I'm sure they'd be good 
for this minor since I think I can 
make a case for any social science 
course being about Formal Institu-
tions. 

The university ought to let each 
department come up with require-
ments to minor in its subject. That 
way we can have chemistiy majors 
with English minors or an history 
major with a biology minor. 

It's great the university is provid-
ing a chance for students to minor in 
things like Peace and Conflict Stud-
ies. But you don't have to give up the 
traditional when you offer the radi-
cal. 

•Anyone ought to be able to 
minor in anything. 

The coherent minor and the foun-
dation courses were meant to bridge 
the gap between C.P. Snow's "two 
cultures" of science and humanities, 
as anyone who has been around here 
a while has heard over and over. 

However, no one has discussed 
how the foundation courses and 
minors make that gap even wider. 

We have all the freshman S /Es 
discussing Homer in humanities 
foundation courses, while academs 
spend their time together working 
on homework for the natural science 
foundation. It's strange that a phys-
ics major must read the Iliad to 

SINCE 1»1« 

Greg Kahn, Sarah J. Leedy 
Editors-in-Chief 

Felix Dawson 
Business Manager 

NEWS 
Jennifer Rios, Kurt Moellcr Editors 
Shaila K. Dew an, Bobby Kapor, Amy 
Keener, Lorie List, Alan Nelson,Elise 
Perachio, Mark Perrman, Tracy Poirier, 
Byron Reese, Kristin Stoneking 

OPINION 
Michael Raphael Editor 
Steve Lait Cartoonist 

FINE ARTS 
Tim Carroll Editor 
Elise Perachio, Shaila Dewan Assistants 
Omri Gazitt, Eric Salituro, Aaron 
Stambler 

FEATURES 
Jim Kelly Editor 

SPORTS 
Myra K. Rucker Editor 
Amy Keener, Leezie Kim Assistants 
Todd Ballengee, Ozgur Bayazitoglu, 
Nick Dobson, Wes Gere,, Ben S. Lynch, 
Tim Schmelter, Tania van den Houten 

RACK PAGE 
Jay Yates Editor 
Pete Limperis Assistant Editor 
David Egelman Columnist 

PRODUCTION 
Harlan Howe Manager 
Stephen Boucher, Alicia Butler, Josh 
Denk, Sarah Doss, Shaila Dewan, Nick 
Dobson, Steve Dortch, Leezie Kim, Pete 
Limperis, Lorie List, Mike Phillips, 
Leslie Raneri, Jay Yates, Ann Zitterkopf 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Nguyet Vo Editor 
Shaila Dewan, Mike Gladu, Nika Kabiri, 
Frank Korg 

BUSINESS 
Roberto Soltero Assistant 
Michael Flanigan Ads Manager 
Wendy Struass Ads Production 
Myra K. Rucker Staff Assistant 
Gilbert Saldivar, Greg Kahn Circulation 

© COPYRIGHT 1989 

The Rice Thresher, the official student newspaper at Rice University since 1916, is 
published each Friday during the school year, except during examination periods and holi-
days, by the students of Rice University. Editorial and business offices are located on the 
second floor of the Ley Student Center, P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas, 77251. 
Advertising information available upon request Mail subscription rate per semester: 
$15.00 domestic, $30 international via first class mail. Unsigned editorials represent the 
majority opinion of the Thresher Editorial Board. All other pieces represent the opinion of 
the author. Obviously. 

graduate but an English major need 
not. It's strange that biology majors 
will read the political theories of 
Hobbes, Locke, and Mill, but politi-
cal science majors won' t 

If the university is going to have 
foundation courses at all, I think they 
s h o u l d t ru ly be f o u n d a t i o n 
courses—everyone takes them un-
less they place out of t h e m 

There 's practically no chance of 
the university doing this, though, 
since it would take too many teach-
ers. Along the same lines, a smaller 
improvement that students would 
widely support, and one that makes 
perfect sense, is to let anyone have 
any coherent minor. 

As it is, S /Es can only get the 
academ coherent minors and ac-
adems can only get the S / E ones. I 
can't see any good reason why a me-
chanical engineer should be allowed 
to minor in Ancient Greece but a psy-

chology major shouldn' t 
Saying students can only get mi-

nors on the opposite side of the cur-
riculum emphasizes the gap the uni-
versity is trying to eliminate. In fact, 
there are huge differences among 
the subjects within academ and S / E 

something to aid the education of 
students now coming into Rice, or is 
it mostly a showcase for Rice admin-
istrators to let other schools see that 
curricular progressivism is suppos-
edly taking place here? If the univer-
sity is concerned about education, it 

'Can you see a Rice student applying 
for a job: That's right, Mr. Andersen, I'm 

an economics major with 
a minor in The Earth in Space.' 

majors, and plenty of reasons why 
students would want to minor in a 
subject on the same side of the cur-
riculum as their major. Though it 
looks impressive to gear minors 
toward "bridging the gap," it makes 
little sense. 

Is the coherent minor program 

ought to support both minors in tra-
ditional subjects and allowing any 
student to take any minor. 

These two suggestions would 
make the minors more visible, more 
usable and more helpful, as well as 
make a little more sense out of a 
policy t h a t in spite of its name, is not 
yet all that coheren t 

Affirmative action is a positive step 
to defeat human shortsightedness 
To the editor; 

The affirmative action to which 
Kurt Moeller refers ("Replace af-
firmative action at Rice," Sept 22) 
and to which he objects is very lim-
ited in scope. Admissions standards 
have not been lowered. There is no 
hiring of inferior teachers simply 
because they are from a minority 
group. Affirmative action at Rice 
seeks to enrich the quality of educa-
tion here, not tower i t Affirmative 
action is not a handout, nor a reverse 
exclusion of white males from jobs 
they ought to have. White males 
have traditionally had, and continue 
to have, an advantage. But it is an 
American ideal that whiteness and 
maleness are irrelevant to the con-
sideration of a person's qualifica-
tions, rights, or potential. Affirmative 
action seeks to remove unfair advan-
tages in education and employment 
that have been traditionally given to 
certain segments of the population, 
not to deny them any opportunities 
which would be theirs in a society of 
equals. 

It has often been said that most of 
the education we get here at Rice, we 
get outside the classroom We get a 
few pretty shameful lessons here. 
We learn that very few minority 
Americans are capable of teaching at 
a great university. We learn that 
there are no black writers or poets, at 
least not many worth mentioning. 
Until recently, we learned that Africa 
probably has no real history worth 
studying. W e learn that blacks are 
great at sports (the only field where 
special allowances are made and 
active recruiting done to attract 
black students), but that they are 
probably just not as smart as the rest 
of us. We learn that blacks and His-
panics, with few exceptions, can best 
hope to enter this university by ap-
plying, not to Admissions, but to 
Food and Housing or Physical Plant. 
This university is not just a profes-
sional school. It is a place which 
ought to train us not just to fit in well, 
but to lead. A great university should 
teach its members not only about the 
realities of life, but about the poten-
tials. If there is the potential for a non-
discriminatory society—and it is 
only logical that there is—then let 
this university teach us about the 
potential for a better future, if it 
claims to prepare us to go out and 
build that better future. 

Moeller writes that Asian immi-
grants have "done very well" be-
cause they "still view America as the 
land of opportunity, where only hard 
work is necessary for success." I 
thank you for speaking for all Asian 
immigrants, and I'll thank you to 
stop, because your assertions are 
pathetically and dangerously wrong. 
Yes, my mother came to this country 
with two young children, one suit-
case and $35 in her pocket and made 
a success of herself, allowing me to 

attend this university. But she had an 
education, and came from a back-
ground which provided her with the 
work ethic and self-respect she 
needed. To equate the situations of 
successful Asians (not all, or even 
most Asians) and non-immigrant 
minorities is illogical. I come from a 
family of successful people who 
remember a time when they were 
judged "on the content of their char-
acter." This is not the case of minori-
ties in this country, and it is the 
shame of America in the eyes of the 
world. 

Perhaps it is not possible for a 
white male to understand living a 
whole life in which every day you 
face situations where you are at a 
disadvantage even before you have 
acted or spoken. J%rhaps a white 
man cannot even imagine going 
through such a life knowing that the 
history of your family is made up of 
the same kind of life again and again. 
But Asians who come here without 
an advantage in educational and 
work background have pretty much 
the same success as other people of 
color in this country. Those who 
succeed are exceptions, and even 
their success is only a part of the 
success they could have achieved in 
a non-racist society. There is not a 
day when my mother has not faced 
racism at work. Hard work alone 
only gets you so far in this country if 
you have colored skin and are a 
woman. 

When the Office of Minority Af-
fairs was created, some people made 
the a rgument Why don't we have, 
then, an Office of White Male affairs? 
But it is clear that this is exactly what 
the Admissions Office and the ad-
ministration have been for the first 
sixty or so years of this university. 
Moeller says that those minority 
Americans who are accepted into 
important positions are stigmatized 
because the majority assumes they 
were given special help. Why do 
whites not feel stigmatized, when 
there is a much larger history of 
whites being hired because they are 
white, than of blacks being hired 
because of affirmative action? 

Moeller calls affirmative action 
"reverse discrimination." Perhaps 
we are so used to the unfair advan-
tage given to some in our country 
that to remove this unfair advantage 
seems like some sort of dirty trick. 
Affirmative action is not reverse dis-
crimination; it is the removal of the 
unfair allotment of opportunity in 
hiring and education. Moeller says 
that removing affirmative action 
would put race behind us in consid-
erations for college admissions. Are 
we really color-blind in our individ-
ual thinking? I am not, and I am no 
more racist than the average person. 
When I hear of a black man being 
hired for an important position, a part 
of my mind says, "Wait a minute, are 

they sure he's qualified?" That little 
voice would be even louder if it were 
a black woman. I am only human. 
Affirmative action was created to 
overcome our human shortsighted-
ness and fear, and con struct a society 
based on our best intentions. 

The fact that this university 
should have to have a special pro-
gram to seek out students and fac-
ulty who hesitate to come here sim-
ply because of its reputation is emba-
rassing. If there were only 820 new 
black Ph.D.'s in 1986, wouldn't at 
least a few apply to one of the finest 
universities in the country? The fact 
that they do not is an em harassment 
to Rice's reputation, and a vestige of 
the racist policies of the past which 
should long ago have been elimi-
nated. If there are only a few black 
Ph.D.'s around, it is crucial that our 
education demonstrate to us that 
this is not because only a few blacks 
want to be educated, or that only a 
few are smart enough. They should 
be here teaching, and black and 
other minority students should be 
sharing this place in proportionate 
and logical numbers with the major-
ity. Affirmative action seeks to en-
rich the quality of education here by 
attracting all qualified candidates 
equally to come here, to compete 
along the same standards of excel-
lence. Then this "Rice experience" 
will be an example of the world as it 
really is, and more importantly, as it 
ought to be. 

Vlkrama K. Ran gala 
Sid Rich '90 

Thresher 
letters policy 

The Thresher provides an open 
forum for expression of ideas on all 
issues for its readers—students, fac-
ulty, administration, alumni, and 
others—and we invite our readers to 
participate in this discussion by writ-
ing letters to the editor. Require-
ments for letters to the editor are: 

• T h e letter must be signed and 
dated and it must include the writers 
phone number and address, college, 
and class. The Thresher will grant 
anonymity to an author if h e / s h e 
presents valid reasons for the name 
to be withheld. 

•The letter cant contain obscene 
language or libelous statements. 

•The Thresher reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clarity. 

•Longer letters which are par-
ticularly cogent or insightful may be 
printed as guest editorials or guest 
opinion columns. 

Address letters to The Rice 
Thresher, Box 1892, Houston, TX 
77251, or bring them to the Thresher 
office, located on the second floor of 
the Ley Student Center. 
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NICE TO SEE YOU AGAIN, 
TOO! I'M IN TOWN FOR. 
A PR. WHOOPEB REGIONAL 

SAL&.5 CONFERENCE-! 

I WAS WONDER-
ING IF YOU MIGHT 
HAVE ROOM FOR-
ME FOR A COUPLE 

OF NIGHTS. 

HOWPY, SAL! WHAT 
BRO' ARB YOU 

DOING 
HERE* 

SURZ! 

COMMON 

/ W 
/ / x 

ROOM 

7 

WHAT FOR? YOUR 
AGENCY HANPLES 
OUR ACCOUNT! YOU 

SHOO LP BE CHECK! N' 
OUT UJHAT WE'RE 
UP TO THESE PAYS' 

OF COURSE- I AM. 
BUT IF YOU'RE 
COMING, BETTER 
STEP ON IT! WE'RE 
GONNA MISS THE 
OPENING CERE-
MONIES! 

GOTTA GET 
TO THE PR-
WHOOPEE 
SALES MEET! 

WANNA COME? 

ME?. 
WHAT 
FOR: 

MS THAT 
GREAT? 
U)£EL-

BE BACK 
WITH 
SALES 

FI6URES 
IN A 

MO-
MENT! 
/ 

WHATS 
THE 

HURRY, 
SAL? 

HMM... 
MAYBE 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 

IV LIKE TO WELCOME EVER YBOPY 
TO THE ANNUAL PR. WHOOPEE 
REGIONAL SALES CONFERENCE! 

AS YOU CAN SEE, SALES FOR 
OUR PR. WHOOPEE CONTRACEP-
TIVE PROPUCB HAVE CON-
TINUEP TO GROW, WITH NO 
ENP IN SIGHT! THE APPE-

TITE FOR OUR UNE SEEMS 
<0^. IHCjtTlAUp I 

STILL, THERE ARB EXCITING NEW 
MARKETS OUT THERE! OUR. 
JOB IS TO FINP THE POINTS 
OF ENTRY, PENETRATE THEM, 

V ANPPERFORM! 

...ANP NOW, HERE 
WITH A REPORT FROM THANKS, 
THE ABORTION LAW BILL. 
STUPY GROUP IS I 
TOMMY HACKBTT! 

POES EVERY-
ONE IN YOUR 
BUSINESS 
TALK LIKE 

THAT* 

NAH. 
JUST THE 
GUYS IN 
SALES. 

^^AS YOU KNOW, OUR GROUP 
STUPIEP THE IMPACT OF REGRES-
SIVE ABORTION RUUN&S ON 
FUTURE SALES OF OUR PRO -
PUCT \ 

NOT SURPRISINGLY WE FORESEE A 
BOON. AS WITH THE At PS CRISIS., 
WE ARE ONCE AGAIN POSITJONEP TO 
CAPITALIZE ON A SOCIETAL TPA6EPY1 

§ 

SO THE 
OUTLOOK 
IS BRIGHT! 

AFRAIP 
SO 

. ANP NOW IT'S MIY PLEA-
SURE TO INTRODUCE THE HRST 

FEMALE MEMBER OF TEAM] 
WHOOPEE -MS SUSAN GETTY! 

THANKS, MR. SYKES. WHAT A 
THRILL ITS BEEN TO WEAR THE 
PR. WHOOPEE BOW-TIE THIS YEAR 
ANP JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST... 

UM...YOU 
KNOW. 

WHEN I TELL PEOPLE ABOUT 
THE...UM... THING -MA-BOB... THAT 
WE'VE PEVELOPEPFOROUR...UH... 
THE THING WE MAKE, WELL, IT 
JUST MAKES ME PROUP THAT 

TMPOINOMY 
\ BTT TO PRE-

VENT... UH... 

£) , / STUFF; 

AFFIRMATIVE 
ACTION. WHAT WHAT 

ARE YOU THING-
GONNA PO? MA-BOB7 

BARKEEP.' 
THREE 
PRAFT 

MICHELOBS! 

MAN, I'M 
WIPEP OUT! 
THAT LAST 
SEMINAR. 

r r-^WASA 

YOU KNOW, THAT 
SALESWOMAN TOPAY 
REMINPEPMEOF 
SOMEONE IPATEP 

IN COLLEGE..• 

UH-HUH. 
PIPJA CATCH 
THAT SOX 
GAME LAST 

NIGHT? 

I MEAN 
SHE WAS 

HOT! I RE-
MEMBER 
ONE NIGHT.. 

MIKE... 
C'MON, 
MIRE. 

IT'S AFTER 
WHAT? HOURS, BRO. 
WHAT'S WEPON'T 
WRONG2 TALKSHOP 

WE 
COME 
HERE 
TO UN' 
WINP, 
MAN! 

(j?£ a 

Liberal believes 
Moeller is right 
To the editors: 

Finally, the voice of reason is heard. Kurt 
Moeller's column in last week's Thresher is 
long overdue. Unfortunately, I fear that not 
everyone was enlightened by it Therefore, I 
felt compelled to both praise Moeller's insight-
fulness and awaken people, especially my fel-
low liberals, who have been in hibernation over 
this issue for many years. 

As a self-proclaimed bleeding-heart liberal, 
I am incensed and embarrassed by the conduct 
and attitudes of many Democrats on affirma-
tive action. Statesmen like Ted Kennedy, 
George Mitchell and others express outrage 
over the failures of a Republican administra-
tion to be sympathetic to the issue of racial dis-
crimination. However, instead of attempting to 
approach this issue rationally, not to mention 
legally, they hide behind a twenty- year old in-
stitution which has successfully legalized the 
practice of reverse discrimination known 
euphemistically as 'affirmative action*. 

I echo Moeller's sentiments when I say that 
I am not apathetic to the abominable issue of 
racial discrimination. In fact, I believed, not 
unlike millions of other Americans, that the 
only possible recourse for curing this disease 
of prejudice was one which forced us to bend 
over backwards in order to stand up straight 
Translated: In an attempt to overcompensate 
for the opportunities denied to non-whites be-
cause of their race, affirmative action has con-
veniently denied whites opportunities because 
of their race. 

As Moeller recalls, Martin Luther King 
asked that people be judged by "the content of 
their character and not by the color of their 
skin." Regrettably, liberals like myself have 
obfuscated King's brilliant words and sought 
to create justice where there was none. Tragi-
cally, there still is none. As one analyst puts it 
"Two wrongs still don't make a right All they 
do is make more wrongs by destroying more 
rights." 

Sean O'Connell 
Lovett '92 

Byrd believes 
that Moeller is 
'blind' on race 
To the editor: 

Even though I know that articles such as 
Kurt Moeller's "Replace affirmative action at 
Rice" are intended as simple academic exer-
cises, mere intellectual masurbation, it is im-
possible for me to respond to it as such. I don't 
have the time nor the desire to construct a 
complex rebuttal to Mr. Moeller's opinion. Be 
that as it may, I must take issue with one of 
Moeller's arguments that seems to me to be 
out of line with the simplicity and genuine 
harmlessness of the rest of his article. 

Moeller's tenth paragraph compares the 
contemper&ry predicament of American 
blacks and Hispanics with recent immigrants 
from Asia. He writes, "[Affirmative action] 
says, 'Uncle Sam will help you because you 
were put down in the past America is not the 
land of opportunity for you.' This negative 
mindset and feeling that they are owed some-
thing is a major reason blacks and Hispanics 
have such high poverty rates. Recent immi-
grants from Asia often started with nothing and 
they have done very well. Why? They still view 
America as the land of opportunity, where only 
hard work is necessary for success." 

Hopefully someone else will educate Mo-
eller about the myth of the prosperous Asian 
immigrant; here I mean only to point ou the 
disturbing implications of his comparison. Mr. 
Moeller seems to suggest that blacks have 
forgotten that America is the land of opportu-
nity where only hard work is necessary for 
success and that the major cause of poverty 
among blacks and Hispanics is their own bad 
attitude. If Moeller truely believes his argu-
ment, he should be more concerned with being 
called simple than racist 

In my America, hard work has never en-
sured success. In my America a pleasant 
demeanor never kept anyone above the pov-
erty line. 

I don't think Kurt Moeller is a racist but Ido 
know he is blind. 

Alexander Byrd, SRC '90 
Race: Black 
SAT: 1060 

Spring GPA: 3.86 
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Baker Junior runs for place as Houston School Board Trustee 
Reese bases election on bringing 'a new perspective'to Houston Independent School District 

by Bobby Kapur 

Baker College junior Byron 
Reese appeara) at the HISD District 
Office on September 14th dressed in 
a par of shorts and a T-shirt and 
officially announced his candidacy 
for Houston Independent School 
District (HISD) School Board Trus-
tee for District 5. 

"The subtitle of the campaign is 'A 
New Perspective,'" Reese said. 
"Hopefully I can bring an under-
standing and some new ideas about 

students as they are today, perhaps 
more than a 55 year-old on the school 
board would think of. There are still 
five seats available," said Reese. 
This is a chance for the board to take 
a new direction." 

Reese explained that a candidate 
must be at least 18 years of age and 
have lived in the district for three 
months. He is scheduled to attend 
several PTA meetings for debates 
with the other candidates before the 
November 7 election. 

Five other candidates are in the 
race: George Loeffler, Don 

McAdams, Klyde McDaniels, E. 
Bailey Moore, and Elwyn Maurice 
Shaw. 

"We're expecting a large turnout 
because of the mayor's race at the 
same time," said Reese. 

Reese's campaign treasurer is 
Baker junior David Grimme, and a 
key campaign aide is fellow Baker 
junior Mike Lemper. 

During his campaign, Reese has 
talked to a number of students and 
teachers on their views concerning 
many district policies. He said the 
present board members are "out of 

touch with students' problems," and 
believes he can better represent the 
students on the board since he too is 
currently a student He attacked the 
board's position on drugs, district-
wide basic competency testing, and 

graduate each year so they revert to 
teaching students test-taking tricks' 
instead of basic skills," said Reese. 

"They (the school board mem-
bers) believe that they can insert 
'ethics' into the high school curricu-

'Hopefully I can bring an understanding and 
some new ideas about students as they are 
today.' 

—Byron Reese 

Baker junior Byron Reese 

Publishers file lawsuits against Kinko's 
printing services over copyright laws 
by Kristin Stoneking 

Eight textbook publishers filed a 
lawsuit, involving the "fair use" 
clause of thel976 copyright law, in 
the New York District Court April 25 
against two New York City Kinko's 
stores. Many professors and stu-
dents at Rice and at schools through-
out the country are having difficulty 
obtaining the copied materials they 
need for their classes. 

The "fair use" clause gives four 
factors which must be considered in 
determining whether or not a pub-
lished work may be copied: the pur-
pose and character of the use, includ-
ing whether such use is of a commer-
cial nature or is for nonprofit educa-
tional purposes; the nature of the 
copyrighted work; the amount and 
substantiality of the portion used in 
relation to the copyrighted work as a 
whole; and the effect of the use upon 
the potential value of the copy-
righted work. 

"Right now the case is in the 'dis-
covery phase'which means that both 
sides are exchanging material and 
information. A trial date has not been 
set and probably won't be for another 
couple of months," said Adrianna 
Foss, Corporate Communications 
Director for Kinko's headquarters in 
Ventura, California. 

Kinko's Graphic Corporation en-
forces the most stringent copyright 
clearance procedures in the industry 
in order to protect the rights of au-
thors and copyright holders. 

"When one of the stores has a 
question about something, they 
send it to our copyright office here in 
Ventura to make sure copying would 
be legal," Foss said. "Kinko's em-
ploys ten full-time people whose sole 

job is to work on copyright problems. 
They're trained in copyright laws 
and help stores get permission from 
copyright owners to copy materials. 
In August we had 13,000 requests. 
They go through the stuff page by 
page." 

Presently, when Kinko's asks 
permission to copy copyrighted 
material, the publishers have three 
options. They can either give per-
mission, give permission but de-
mand royalties or deny permission. 

The publishers want to reinter-
pret the clause so that copiers have 
to ask permission more often. 
Mahlon Banda, employee of Kinko's 
in the village, said, "It's a test case; it 
will probably go all the way to the 
Supreme Court They are taking on 
Kinko's because Kinko's has the 
toughest standards in the industry. 
If they can beat Kinko's, they can 
beat anyone." 

As a consequence of the suit, 
production of copied packets for 
many classes at Rice has been de-
layed. 

Paige Doherty, a student in Pro-
fessor Chandler Davidson's Sociol-
ogy of Inequality class, said, "When 
we went to pick up our packets, we 
were told that the packets were not 
ready and probably would not be 
forthcoming because of copyright 
problems." 

Another class, Professor Robert 
Dix's Latin American Politics has 
also been hindered by the copyright 
suit "We started weeks and weeks 
before the semester began but 
couldnt get any answers to our re-
quests for permission. It wasn't de-
nied, we just didn't get any answers. 

"Dix then had to put all the read-
ings from the packet on reserve at 
the last minute. "The biggest prob-

lem is the inconvenience for the li-
brary, the students and for me. I 
imagine that the material probably 
gets read less now." 

.Jones junior Liz Vazquez, who is 
also taking Dix's course said, "There 
is a ton of stuff on reserve. It's really 
hard for me to get it all done since I'm 
off-campus and have to go to the 
library to do any reading for that 
class." 

Moreover, Vazquez who is also in 
Dr. Chad Gordon's Collective Be-
havior sociology course says she and 
other students are still waiting on a 
packet from Kinko's and may have to 
buy an extra book because the mate-
rial could not be copied. 

The ramifications of the case are 
widespread. "If the publishing indus-
try is able to eliminate the ability of 
instructors to provide timely course 
materials, students will spend more 
time in library reserve book rooms 
trying to copy materials they need. 

Additionally, students will not 
have access to up-to-the minute 
materials in dynamic new disciplines 
or breakthroughs in existing sub-
jects until a new textbook is pub-
lished," said Kurt Koenig, Kinko's 
vice president and counsel for copy-
right and trademark. 

"We firmly believe that Kinko's is 
a friend to the publishing industry, 
and that we share the same basic 
interests: to distribute educational 
materials to students and professors 
and to provide fair compensation as 
requested by the copyright holder." 

Kinko's is optimistic about the 
eventual outcome of the suit but 
Doherty warns, "Availability could 
become a real problem, especialy 
right before a test, which makes it 
even more important to try to keep 
up with the reading." 

student apathy and said the board 
should go after drug users just as 
stringently as they confront dealers. 

Reese also has found problems 
with the school district's approach to 
the state mandated TEAMS test 
which all students are required to 
pass in order to graduate. 

"The district is concerned only 
with the number of students they 

lum and expect instant results. 
These positive attitudes need to be 
introduced at the beginning of a 
child's education." 

Reese says the core problem lies 
in the fact that "most HISD schools 
are not a good learning enviroment 
for teachers to teach in. Teachers 
need more flexibility and less adher-
ence to strict curriculums." 

Second Year Anniversary Special 
Sept. 29 - Oct. 5 

DRIVE T H R U 

The 
BEVERAGE 

PitStop 
'Shop-In-Your-Car Convenience' 

% 
Daily Beer and BBQ Specials all week 
Premium Beer $3.00/ pitcher all the time 

(with Rice ID) 
Premium Beer Long Necks $1.25 

We also have 
•Bread • Milk • Eggs -Soda • Sandwiches 

• Wine • Keg Beer • Much, much more 

5712 Kirby 
10am - 10pm M-Th 
10 am -12 am Sat 432-1200 

SAVE on Your Ring 
Buy Direct From 
HOUSTON 
Manufacturer 

ag 
si 

A Select Irom 
many styles 

A Fast Delivery S t a r t i n g 
at 

A Full Llle Time Warranty 

A We supply dass rings tor any college 
any high school anywhere any year 

ALayaway available 

Cus tom D e s i g n y o u r r i n g 

$89.95 
CUSTOM CRAFTED IN STRONG DU-
RABLE STA !UM DIAMONDS 10K, 
14K, 18KGOLD ALSO AVAILABLE. 

PRIVATE 
PARTY LINE 

976-GAL S 
(4257| 

24 hour 

ykti could be (jom 

JLuckq Tldmie/i! $2.00 plus toll, If any 
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Prominent peace activist speaks about environmental destruction 
by Kurt Moeller 

Friday night at Hamman Hall, the 
Greater Houston SANE/FREEZE 
Council held Houston's first Global 
Security Day. The event's featured 
speaker was Rev. William Sloane 
Coffin, President of SANE/ 
FREEZE, who is best known for his 
support of the civil rights movement 
and opposition to the Vietnam War 
as Yale chaplain in the 1960s. 

Coffin, a member of the United 
Churches of Christ, was scheduled 
to speak on "Peaceful Use of Space 
for Global Security," but spent only a 
few minutes on the topic, confessing, 
"I do not consider myself capable of 
speaking for long on that topic" 

Instead, the crowd of about 125 
people, mostly elderly members of 
the community, listened to Coffin as 
he discussed U.S. foreign and do-
mestic policy, in particular U.S.-
U.S.S.R. relations. His speech cov-
ered many of the same topics cov-
ered in an interview held earlier Fri-
day. (See editorial, page 2.) 

He called on U.S. leaders to have 
vision, "and imagine a world better 
than the predictable." Later he 
stated, "Those furthest from the seat 
of power tend to be nearest to the 
heart of things. Power blinds before 
it corrupts." 

"What our society promotes as 
belief and what our society rewards 
are two different things," he said. We 
hold both ideals and ambition, he 
said, and upon entering college al-
most everyone pursues his ambi-
tions and stores his ideals in a closet 
until he has children. Then after 
rediscovering them after marriage, 
we say, "Hey kids! Play with these!" 

Coffin said the main problem fac-
ing the U.S., as well as the rest of the 
world, is not the U.S.S.R., "an enemy 
turned friendly," but the destruction 
of the global environment 

To confront that problem, Coffin 
called for a world government. He 
said governments must moderate 
their national sovereignty, because 
environmental destruction, such as 
fallout from the nuclear accident at 
Chernobyl and of the destruction of 
the Amazonian rain forest know no 
national boundaries. 

Our present policies are increas-
ing the problem, said Coffin. The 
future, like sand through an hour-
glass, is slipping through our fin-
gers." 

Coffin said absolute national sov-
ereignty is as obsolete as states' 
rights were when Jefferson Davis 
and Stonewall Jackson defended 
them in the Civil War. 

He compared the present prob-
lem to the historical issue of individ-
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ual states giving up some power to a 
larger government and said, "The 
United Nations is the Articles of 
Confederation of today." 

The government would be pad 
for by a world income tax based on 
energy consumption, Coffin said. He 
also stated that countries, especially 
the U.S., need to obey international 
law, just as citizens are forced to obey 
domestic law. 

Another big change he advocated 
was a conciliatory role toward the 
U.S.S.R. We need to help Gorbachev, 
because the only alternative is a reac-
tionary neo-Stalinist, he stated. "If 
Gorbachev can't swim, we all go to 
the bottom" 

But by being bystanders, "we 
may become accomplices in the very 
evil we abhor," a neo-Stalinist's rise 
to power. We have to help Gor-
bachev, because populist Boris 
Yeltsin, "a white Soviet Jesse 
Jackson," is not a credible alterna-
tive, claimed Coffin. 

"The most we can do, of course, is 
to advance the cause of disarma-
ment," said Coffin. He advocated 
quickly reducing conventional and 
nuclear forces and signing a treaty 
banning testing of nuclear weapons. 

The audience cheered loudly as 
Coffin read a list of weapons that he 
felt should be cancelled, like the B-2 
Stealth Bomber, the MX and Midget-

man land-based missiles, and the 
Trident II submarine-launched mis-
silles. Coffin sad we don't need them 

against "an enemy turned friendly 
when our own cities look like an 
invading army passing through." 

Rev. William Sloane Coffin speaks at 'Global Security Day' 

BSU committee meets to discuss 
minority applications for class of '93 
by Amy Keener 

The Issues and Actions Commit-
tee of the Black Student Union met 
yesterday to discuss the problem of 
the increasing percentage of black 
students entering Rice as scholar-
ship athletes instead of matriculat-
ing through the Admissions Office. 

Seventeen of thirty-six black stu-
dents in this year's freshman class— 
forty-seven percent of the total— 
were admitted through the athletic 
department The percentage of ath-
letes has not been as high in the past, 
according to Alex Byrd, president of 
the Black Student Union. 

"This year it is safe to walk up to 
black people and ask "What sport do 
you play?'," said Byrd. "You would be 
right almost half of the time." 

The Issues and Actions Commit-
tee, with Will Strickland as chair-

man, has been working informally 
with Mark Hicks, the Associate Di-
rector at the Admissions Office. The 
committee is interested in helping 
the Admissions Office reach out to 
urban high schools, insuring that 
application information is reaching 
as many potential black applicants as 
possible. 

"The issue is a general concern," 
said Byrd. "It's not an adversarial 
thing." 

Many urban high schools have 
insufficient counseling centers, and 
often students do not receive infor-
mation in time to apply, according to 
Byrd. 

The BSU committee is prepared 
to visit high schools to insure that 
adequate information is distributed 
to all interested students and to re-
turn all applications directly to the 
Admissions Office. 

Another group, the Ambassador 

RPC sets date, theme for Esperanza 
by Thresher Staff 

At the Rice Program Council's 
meeting Monday night at the Miner 
Lounge, the fall formal, Esperanza, 
was the main topic of discussion. 
Other topics included Pub bandsand 
movies. 

Esperanza will be held October 
28 at the Texas Club, 601 Travis 
Street The theme will be "Arabian 
Nights." 

Tickets will be $25 a couple ($30 
at the door) or $15 for a single ticket 
No single tickets will be sold in ad-
vance. The RPC has not decided if 
there will be a band, a DJ, or both. 

To promote Esperanza, the RPC 
is sponsoring a poster contest with 
the winner receiving two free tickets. 
Students can submit poster entries 
to the Student Association office or 
to their college's RPC representa-
tive. The deadline for entries is Octo-
ber 6. 

In the spirit of the theme, the RPC 
is planning to have a belly dancer and 
a harem area set up at the Texas 
Club. They will also recreate the bar 
scene from Casablanca 

Panjandrum, which played at the 
Pub on Sept 20th, was paid $250 
instead of the $200 originally budg-
eted. The $ 1 cover charge brought in 
$200. 

Next Wednesday, October 4, 

Dissentwillopen for Venus in Furs at 
the Pub. There will be a 50-cent cover 
charge. Dissent is a two-man band 
from Brown just starting to perform. 
Venus in Furs, which will take the 
stage at 10:30, has been performing 
for about a year and consists of three 
students from Hanszen and three 
from Will Rice. 

The RPC only grossed $77 on the 
movie Talk Radio, which played Sat-
urday, September 16 at the Chemis-
try Lecture Hall. It paid $400 for it 

Look Who's Talking will play as a 
sneak preview at the Media Center 
on October 11; Immediate Family 
will also play, but the RPC hasn't de-
cided on the date of the showing. 

Other items on the RPC agenda 
included tickets to the Houston Bal-

let, Grand Opera, and Houston 
Symphony. The RPC has four tickets 
to each of the different events play-
ing this year. Students can purchase 
any combination of tickets and 
should talk to their RPC representa-
tive for more information. 

The Council is also considering 
having a free outdoor concert in 
November featuring Sprawl, Panjan-
drum and other Houston bands. The 
possibility of having dinner from 
Blimpie's and free beer at the con-
cert was discussed and the idea was 
well-received, but many thought 
logistics would be a problem No 
decision was made. 

The next meeting will be Mon-
day, October 9th at 8:30 p.m. in the 
Miner Lounge of the RMC. 

ERRATA 
There have only been four classes cancelled in the Psychology De-

partment, while two others have been added. The Sept 15 issue of the 
Thresher reported that half the psychology classes, at both the under-
graduate and graduate levels, had been cancelled. Many classes being 
offered were not listed in the newspaper Schedule of Classes because 
of a misunderstanding between the Registrar and the Psychology 
Dept 

The father of Pete Day disputes the statement made by close family 
friend Tom Kerr that Day was not expected to live long. The Thresher 
does not have access to Day's medical records, but we stand by our 
quote from Kerr. 

Group, sponsored by the Office of 
Minority Affairs, was formed last 
year under director Cathy Clack. 
This group visits high schools and 
junior high schools not only to pro-
mote Rice, but also to promote col-
lege education. 

Rice is weak in recruiting black 
applicants and in following up on 
those students who are admitted, 
according to Clack. The black stu-
dents accepted by Rice are also ac-
cepted at many other universities, 
and according to Clack, Rice is 
"ending up on the short end of the 
stick." 

The relatively low number of 
black students has created a vacuum 
in black student leadership, said 
Byrd. The students that come in 
through the athletic department al-
ready have tremendous responsibili-
ties, making it difficult to fill other 
leadership positions. 
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Forensics team defeats 25 schools at UT speech tournament 
by Byron Reese 

Rice defeated 25 schools from 
across the nation to win first place at 
the University of Texas at Austin 
Speech Tournament held Septem-
ber 22 and 23. 

The George R. Brown Forensics 
Society competed at one of the larg-
est tournaments in the country; it 
attracted schools from coast to coast, 

including Arizona State University 
and the University of Northern Iowa. 

Individuals placing in Impromptu 
Speaking were freshman Brad Smith 
(1st), junior Anderson Brandao 
(2nd), and sophomore Lisa Bell 
(3rd). Junior Byron Reese and fresh-
man Mike Hawes advanced to the 
semi-finals in the event 

Placing in Extemporaneous 
Speaking were Brandao (1st), who 
also won third in Persuasive Speak-

ing, and Hawes (5th). Reese ad-
vanced to the semi-finals. Sopho-
more Diane Bunton won third in 
Dramatic Interpretation and ad-
vanced to the semi-finals in Prose 
Reading. 

The team also won fourth place at 
the Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity tournament held last Friday and 
Saturday. In Impromptu Speaking, 
Brandao finished third, Bell placed 
fifth, and both Hawes and Smith 

Economic Summit may be postponed 
Houston heat, fall classes may cancel summit plans for Rice 

by Kurt Moeller 
and Alan Nelson 

A possible U.S.-U.S.S.R. summit 
in late spring and the summer heat of 
Texas may postpone 1990's seven-
nation Economic Summit until fall. If 
so, Rice would still try to cooperate 
and hold the summit here, but "it 
would really cramp our style," said 
director of University Relations Bill 
Noblitt. 

Sunday's edition of the Houston 
Post reported that there is a large 
possibility President Bush may 
schedule his first summit with Gor-
bachev for late next spring. If so, the 
paper reported, he will not want to 
hold another major summit shortly 
thereafter. 

In addition, Bush is said to be 
sensitive to the concerns of leaders 
about the heat in Texas during sum 
mer. Bush mentioned at this year's 
economic summit that there was a 

"distinct possibility" it would be in 
Texas, and Houston and San Antonio 
are reported to be the finalists. 

So far, the Greater Houston Part-
nership has not made a public deci-
sion on the matter. Two weeks ago it 
and the Greater Houston Conven-
tion and Visitor's Bureau delivered a 
proposal to the White House to hold 
the summit at various sites in Hous-
ton. 

Rice has heard no specific dates 
yet from the Greater Houston Part-
nership. "Nobody [official] has 
called us. Only the media has called 
us," said NoblitL 

Preliminary planning has been 
done, but only after Rice is given 
specific dates can the administration 
plan to accomodate all the changes 
created by the summit 

If the summit is moved to fall, "we 
are willing to try to cooperate, with 
the emphasis on trying," said Nobl-
itL "It's important that Houston get 
the summit and that Rice get the 

summiL" 
Noblitt said the Founder's room 

in Lovett Hall, where meetings 
would be held, could comfortably 
seat 150 to 200 people. 

He added that the stadium lot has 
plenty of parking and Rice could run 
shuttle buses between Lovett Hall 
and the loL 

Noblitt felt that the summit and 
classes could happen simultane-
ously but added that the President 
might want to close off campus for 
security reasons. "I don't know what 
we would do in that case." The Board 
of Governors would decide, said 
NoblitL 

Last week the Post reported that 
the summit could be held at Rice in 
early May, between Commence-
ment and the start of the first sum-
mer school session, before the sum-
mer heat and humidity would begin. 
The campus could be closed off to all 
but foreign leaders, their aides and 
the press. 

Success 
FROM PAGE 1 

Yates using Rice students," Stake's 
memo said. "He is a remarkable stu-
denL Even though he is attending 
Rice on loans, he used the proceeds 
of both awards to help Yates 
students...Primarily [Byrd] has 
given scholarships to promising stu-
dents so they can attend the enrich-
ment program run by the Rice De-
partment of Education every sum 
mer. After talking with the director of 
the program, I realize what an impor-
tant step this is for the students." 

Stokes said that his memo re-
ceived an amazing response. "Every 
member of the history department 
and staff, as well as people from the 
Journal of Southern History and the 
Jefferson Davis Society donated 
money....I told Alex that I hoped he 
could bring three students to the 
enrichment program in the summer 
session. It's really a small amount of 
money, but it certainly won't be small 
for those three students who will be 
brought to campus." 

jonn coies, a proiessor oi mstory 
and the editor of The Journal of 
Southern History, said that although 
getting a memo from a colleague 
asking for donations was unusual, he 
was not surprised at the response 
Stokes received. "It's for a good 
cause, and everyone around here 
knows Alex and has read about all 
the awards which he and his pro-
gram have received," Boles said. 

"Success is a whole lot more than 
what Alex Byrd is doing, it's a part-
nership between the people at Yates 
and the people at Rice," Byrd said in 
response to a question about the im-
portance of the donations received 
from the history department and the 
GSA "The donations help to make 
certain the structure is in place so 
that long after I'm gone, long after 
[Sid Richardson sophomore] Peter 
Houston is gone, long after my 
roommmates are gone, Operation 
Success will still be around. And on a 
personal level, it makes me happy to 
be a part of Rice University. 

"There is now a relationship be-
tween the history department and 
three Yates students and between 
the GSA and a permanent endow-
ment for the program. Some perma-
nent bridges are in place, which is 

important because one of the things 
that we're trying to accomplish is 
getting more people here from 
schools like Yates. 

That's a school right here in 
Houston... I know a lot of those kids 
at Yates could make this school a 
better place. They could work with 

7 think it's terrible that we're losing kids in 
our own backyard. We've gone four 
years without anyone from Yates coming 
to Rice—I was the last one. 

—Alex Byrd 

"It doesn't make sense for us, a 
school like Rice, to lose students 
from Missouri who choose to go to 
Stanford or Penn. And I think that it's 
terrible that we're losing kids in our 
own backyard. We've gone four 
years without anyone from Yates 
coming to Rice—I was the last one. 
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advanced to the semi-finals. In Ex-
temporaneous Speaking, Brandao 
finished second, while Hawes and 
Smith again advanced to the semi-
finals. 

Team members say team veter-
ans and a strong freshmen team 
aided in the victory. "We had strong 
performances from the upperclass-
men," Brandao said, "and the fresh-
men came through really strongly. 

"We've won tournaments in the 
past, but we haven't won such a big 
one before," Brandao said. "The UT 
tournament is a major national tour-
nament" 

The forensics team's new coach, 
Mike Fain, was just hired over the 
summer and has been instrumental 
to the team's success. Fain holds 
undergraduate, graduate and law 
degrees from the University of Hous-
ton, where he competed intercolle-
giately in speech events. 

Also attending were junior Ter-
esa Schiller, junior Tariq Ahmed, 
and freshman Kelley Barnes. 

Rice will also compete at the Uni-
versity of Southern California at 

Long Beach over the Christmas 
break, at Louisiana State University, 
the Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, the University of Alabama at 
Tuscaloosa, and Mankato State Uni-
versity in Minnesota. In addition, the 
team will travel to four or five re-
gional tournaments. 

The Forensics Society pays all 
travel expenses and tournament 
fees. Unlike virtually every other 
university in the country, Rice offers 
no speech scholarships or course 
credit for competition. 

The team meets on Monday 
nights in Rayzor 317 (English Grad 
Lounge) at 9 p.m. Beginners are 
welcome. 

Fain comes to Rice as the coach of 
one of the university's most success-
ful and competitive organizations. 
Last year, the Rice speech team won 
over 20 trophies at tournaments 
throughout Texas and the nation. 
Rice sent four competitors, includ-
ing two freshmen, to the college 
national championships in 1988-89, 
with the Owls reaching the semifinal 
round. 

the Student Association, they could 
work for the Threhser, they could do 
a lot of things here at Rice if they 
were only given the opportunity, and 
if we give them the information so 
that they realized all of this. I hope 
that Operation Success begins to 
combat that problem." 

Sid Richardson senior Aiex Byrd during one of his tutoring sessions at Yates. 
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Panel 

Professor of History Dr. Richard Smith joined the panel discussion of the Tianamen Square Incident. 
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FROM PAGE 1 

some other day," concluded Yu to a 
long round of applause. 

Dr. Richard Smith, who has 
taught at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, and whose most recent 
trip to China was in September, 1988, 
attempted to explain the recent posi-
tion and actions of the Chinese gov-
ernment in response to the incident 
at Tiananmen Square. He was asked 
to take this position when the Chi-
nese Consider representative to the 
People's Republic of China turned 
down the invitation. He stated his 
own position before beginning: "I de-
plore the government use of wanton 
violence of the government of China 
against its people. The Chinese gov-
ernment must learn to see that dis-
sent is not the same thing as disloy-
alty." 

Dr. Smith first discussed the 
most recent statement from China 
that was reported in the New York 
Times on Tuesday, September 26. In 
a live national broadcast from Bei-
jing, the Communist Party leader, 
Jiang Zemin, denied that what oc-
curred in Tiananmen Square was a 
tragedy. "We do not believe that 
there was any tragedy in Tiananmen 
Square," he said. "What actually 
happened was a counter-revolution-
ary rebellion aimed at opposing the 
leadership of the Communist Party 
and overthrowing the socialist sys-
tem." 

He went on to disclaim reports of 
an overly hard crackdown on the 
students, saying "the party had dealt 
leniently with most students...I have 
said on many occasions that the 
youth are the future and the hope of 
the country." 

Dr. Smith also reported that 
Zemin in his explanation of the mas-
sacre said, "What is false will turn 
into truth when repeated a hundred 
times." 

"This seems to be the theme for 
the Chinese governmental this point 
in time," said Dr. Smith as he relayed 
how the government had effectively 
used the press to still the support 
that had developed for the students 
and against the government, and 
blamed the rebellion on western in-
fluences. 

In his speech to the People's Lib-
eration Army, Deng said, "The main 
difficulty in handling this matter was 
that a small minority of bad people 
mixed in with so many young stu-
dent onlookers. Actually what we 
faced was a rebellious clique and a 
large number of the dregs of soci-
ety." 

Dr. Smith remarked that it is 
impossible to understand China's 
politics until we understand it as 
'paranoid polities'. 

"Chinese leaders have always 
been synonymous with the state, and 
the students' main mistake was to 
make the rebellion a personal one 
aimed directly at the leaders, rather 
then just asking for freedom Person-
alization condemned their cause." 

Dr. Smith said that although the 
movement in China was a grass roots 
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phenomenon and does not parallel 
with the Cultural Revolution which 
was motivated by the leaders of the 
time, Deng, who was a victim of this 
event, could not help but see similari-
ties that caused him to act the way he 
did. "The leaders of China have a 
morbid obsessive fear of disorder 
and chaos, and this was how they 
viewed the movement, rather than as 
a call for freedom," said Dr. Smith. 

One of Dr. Smith's main points 
was that the rebellion occured at the 
same time as an internal power 
struggle between Li Peng and Zhao 
Ziyang, and the students became a 
pawn in an event that was larger then 
they were." 

Zhao had sympathy with the stu-
dents and he was sacrificed on the 
alter of Chinese politics and the stu-
dents went with him," Smith said. 

Deng has made progress with the 
economy in the past ten years and he 
had believed that this economic 
progress can be continued without 
political reform, Smith said. Dr. 
Smith concluded by saying, "Deng 
made a hideous, colossal mistake. 
He undermined ten years of prog-
ress. It was not the right thing to do, 
but he felt he had to do it, and we are 
still feeling the reverberations." 

The final speaker, Dr. William 
Cunningham, who has formerly 
served 20 years in the U.S. State 
Department in or dealing with Asian 
countries, gave his opinion on how 
he thought the United States should 
react to the present situation in 
China. 

According to Dr. Cunningham, 
our goals in relations with China 
have been to work with a stabilizing 
country that had accepted the 
changes taking place in Eastern 
Europe, and create a triangular 
global power stucture that the 
United States, Soviet Union, and 
China could all accept 

He explained that the U.S. policy 
towards China was operated on the 
assumptions that China was united 
and led by a leadership that spoke for 
the majority of the people, and that 
the economic reforms would bring 
about the relaxation of politics, both 
of which were wrong. 

Immediately after the Tiananmen 
Square incident, President George 
Bush took limited measures instead 
of broad measures to maintain the 
current state of relations with China. 
This was also an attempt to avoid 
pushing China and the Soviet Union 
together against the West, Cunning-
ham said. 

More recently, however, in his 
address to the United Nations, Presi-
dent Bush has taken a stronger 
stance against China. Dr. Cunning-
ham believes that this, along with 
legislation passed by Congress that 
imposes more sanctions against 
China, is an obstacle in the way to 
eventual reform in China's economy 
and politics. Dr. Cunningham of-
fered his own solution to relations 
with China. 

His main points were that we 
should welcome China into the fam-
ily of nations, and seek normalization 
of bilateral relations. 

He said, "We can't however, seek 
to change Chinese political culture, 
or superimpose our own onto 
theirs." He summarized his solution 
by saying, "Mr. President, be patient 
Things take a long time to change in 
China. You can't expect them right 
away." 

Rice student Neal Zandol, who 
attended the lecture, said after-
wards, "I think it was important that 
Professor Cunningham stressed 
that we cant put hard fast conditions 
on China such as the sanctions put 
through Congress. It limits the flexi-
bility currently needed in China's 
economy." 

Dr. Smith agreed, "We should 
not be quick to isolate China. It 
would do nothing but intensify the 
problems." 

Yu also believed that Americans 
should look past the government's 
actions and attempt to help the 
people of China. "Don't stop your 
current relationship with the Chi-
nese government or people. Visit 
China and tell the true story to the 
Chinese people. Let them know 
what a democracy is all about and do 
your best to support them." 
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Houstonians rally for 
the homeless 

Local citizens will join with thou-
sands across the nation on Saturday, 
October 7 in support of a national 
policy for affordable housing. 

The rally, sponsored by the Coali-
tion for the Homeless of Houston/ 
Harris County, will be held on the 
steps of City Hall at 1 p.m. Elected 
officials, religious leaders, other 
community leaders and housing 
advocates will address the gathered 
group. 

The rally will be held at the same 
time that Housing Now!, a national 
organization headed by housing 
advocate Mitch Snyder, will be lead-
ing a national march to the United 
States Capitol in Washington, D.C. 

Issues that will be addressed at 
the Houston rally include an end to 
homelessness in the U.S., federal 
funds to create affordable housing, 
and restoration of funds for federal 
housing programs. 

The Houston rally will be dedi-
cated to the memory of Congress-
man Mickey Leland and the perpetu-
ation of his work for the homeless 
and the disadvantaged. 

CK chef receives 
professional 
certification 

Chef Steve Domokos of Central 
Kitchen has received his certifica-
tion as a Certified Executive Chef 
from the American Culinary Federa-
tion Educational Institute. 

To qualify for the certification, 

Domokos had to fulfill specific re-
quirements in culinary experience, 
education, and skills. He was evalu-
ated by other certified chefs in thir-
teen different areas of cooking, 
supervision, and administration of a 
commercial kitchen. 

Skills as diverse as carving mush-
rooms, preparing hot sauces, and 
producing fat and ice sculptures 
were evaluated, as were more than 
one hundred areas of basic cooking 
skills. 

Chef Domokos worked as an 
executive chef at the San Luis Hotel 
for four years before he came to Rice. 
He, his wife, and two children have 
lived in Friendswood for the last six 
years. 

Multiple Sclerosis 
Society sponsors 
bike tours 

The second annual MS 25/100K/ 
100 Fall Mini Tour, scheduled for 
November 4, offers rides for cyclists 
on every level, with three routes to 
choose from: the MS 25 quarter 
century, the MS 100K metric cen-
tury and the MS 100 centuiy ride. All 
are loops, starting and ending at the 
Texas Instruments plant, located 
just off Hwy. 290 West Each loop is 
routed through the relatively flat, 
locally scenic terrain of Northwest 
Houston. 

Proceeds from money raised will 
be used to combat Multiple Sclero-
sis, a disease that attacks the central 
nervous system Presently, there are 
more than 250,000 Americans af-
fected by the disease and there is still 
no known cause, cure or treatment 

Alumni Pre-Game UT Bash 
Before the Rice-UT football game on Saturday, 

October 7, the Austin Alumni will host a pre-
game picnic. The event is open to alumni and 
current Rice students. 

The picnic will be held at Zilker Park, on MoPac 
and Barton Springs Road, from 3-5:30 p.m. (See 
map below) The event will be held rain or shine, 
as space is reserved at the McBeth Center. 

There will be limited food and drink available, 
and people may bring their own foods, because 
grills and picnic tables will be available. The 
event is B.Y.O.B. 

Susan Baker of the Alumni Office said the 
event would be a good place for students, espe-
cially seniors, to meet alumni and make job 
contacts. She added that people having post-
game parties would probably also distribute in-
formation then. 

Tickets for the game are $15 and may be 
purchased from the ticket office located just to 
the left as you walk into the gym from the front 
entrance. They may be also paid for by check or 
charge by calling the office at 527-4068. 
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HEALTH CARE 
ADMINISTRATION 

STUDENTS. 
Get your career off the ground with an 
Air Force commission. Graduates of 
accredited health care administration 
programs may apply for openings 
in our worldwide health care system. 
We offer an excellent starting salary 
and many other outstanding benefits 
such as: 
• A direct commission as an officer 

in the U.S. Air Force Medical Service 
Corps. 

• 30 days of vacation with pay 
each year. 

•Advanced education opportunities. 
• Complete medical and dental care. 
Call 

CAPT MARK WEINSTEIN 
713-271-8638 

COLLECT 

Registration costs $12, which 
covers all rest stop items as well as a 
commemorative T-shirt and water-
bottle. All entries must be received 
by October 20. After this date a late 
registration fee of $15 will apply. 
Approved bicycle helmets are re-
quired for this and all MS bicycle 
tours. For more information call 526-
897 or 1-800-323-4873. 

AIDS cases continue 
to rise in Houston 

The Houston Department of 
Health and Human Services, the 
Bureau of Epidemiology and the 
Public Information Office have put 
out the AIDS Surveillance Update for 
August 1989. They report that a total 
of 3,180 cases of Acquired Immu-
nodeficiency Syndrome have been 
reported in the Houston Standard 
Metropolitan Area (SMSA) as of 
August 18. Seventy-three percent 
(2,336) of these cases are in whites, 
15 percent in blacks, and 11 percent 
in Hispanics. 

August's report shows the addi-

tion of 63 people with confirmed 
AIDS in the Houston area. Among 
the new cases is one due to hetero-
sexual contact and two cases due to 
the treatment of Hemophilia. 

TWTA sponsors 
Bicycle Ramble 

The Two Wheel Transit Author-
ity, Inc. invites Houston bikers to 
participate in the 17th Annual Hous-
ton Moonlight Bicycle Ramble on 
Oct. 14 and 15. 

Bicycle safety is the primary pur-
pose of the Ramble. Registration 
opens Saturday at 11 p.m. at City 
Hall, Martha Hermann Square and 
the Ramble begins at 2 a.m. There is 
a $5 registration fee. The first 4000 
registrants will receive a reflective 
lime-colored legband and a limited 
number of T-shirts will be on sale for 
$8. 

To pre-register send $10 for T-
shirt and registration or just $5 for 
registration fees to TWTA, P.O. Box 
25372, Houston, TX 77265. Enve-
lopes must be postmarked by Octo-

ber 8. For more information call 529-
9709. 

Macintosh 
demonstration to be 

held 
Following the recent announce-

ment ofthe new portable Macintosh, 
Apple representatives will demon-
strate this product to the Rice com-
munity. Demonstration sessions will 
be held today at 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
If you plan to attend, call 527-4005 to 
reserve a seat 

The Macintosh Portable is a fully 
functional Macintosh, with complete 
Macintosh compatibilty, in a port-
able design. The liquid crystal dis-
play size is 640 x 400 pixels, 50 per-
cent larger than a Mac SE screen, as 
wide as a letter size page. Total 
weight ofthe portable is 15.7 lbs with 
the optional 40MB hard drive (13.7 
lbs without it). Other highlights and 
features of the new portable will be 
discussed during the demonstra-
tion. 

SUNNYTECH, INC. 
*** $1,599 *** 

3 8 6 
20 

MHZ is. 

386 -20 CPU, 1MB RAM 1.2 M FDD, 101 K/B, 
2 S / IP, MINI TOWER CASE w / S E C LOCK 
2 8 7 / 3 8 7 SOCKET, 2 0 0 W P / S , 1:1 HFDC 
** J U S T A CALL AWAY FROM YOU ** 

SALES: 1-800-622-5882 

Mill 

FAX: (713) 5 3 7 - 8 8 1 7 
i P E l r JLX CUSTOMER SERVICE: M-F 9 - 5 (713) 5 3 7 - 9 0 0 8 
•*/ HniTDft- TVT-T? Ck.fi CAT 10.A HOURS: M-F 9-6 , SAT 10-4 

6 8 1 4 GANT RD., SUITE 132, HOUSTON, TX 7 7 0 0 6 

Chevron 

will be on campus 

October 12th and 13th interviewing 

for regular and summer employment 

in the following disciplines: 

• CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 

• CIVIL ENGINEERING 

• ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

• MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
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Black students at 
Rice: a new look, 

\ s ^ 1 1 -

Let's begin at the beginning 
in 1891, with the charter of the 
Rice Institute. Which pro-
vides, among other things, 
that the new school "shall be 
forever devoted to the instruc-
tion of the white inhabitants of 
the city of Houston and state of 
Texas." 

Check that again, "...the 
white inhabitants." 

There it is. Written in the 
charter. Right out in the open, 
more than twenty-five years 
after the end of the Civil War. 
And followed, as written, for 
fifty-three years after the 
opening of the University. 

In February of 1963 the 
Board of Trustees brought suit 
to change the charter. They 
wanted two things - to charge 
"a reasonable tuition" - and 
"that no inflexible racial or 
other color barriers to admis-
sion of students be enforced." 

A year and a half later, in 
the fall of 1965, the first black 
students entered Rice. You'd 
have to guess that they didn't 
have it easy. 

But then, some things never 
seem to change much. 

• • • • 

Alex Byrd, Co-President of 
the Black Student Union, 
pushes his baseball cap back 
on his head and leans forward 
slightly in his chair, a book on 
African literature in his lap. "I 
am sick and tired," he says. "I 
am just so sick and tired..." 

It's a little afler eight-thirty 
in the evening and we're sit-
ting in an empty lounge of the 
Ley Student Center. Byrd is 
reacting to a recent Thresher 
editorial, headlined "Replace 
affirmative action at Rice." 

"Nothing personal," Byrd 
says, referring to Thresher 
News Editor Kurt Moeller, the 
author of the editorial,"I like 
Kurt - but he's blind. I would 
like to ask him to broaden his 
experience a little before he 
writes like that again. It's 
going to take him 20 years or 
so." 

The problem, Byrd says, is 
one of awareness. As he sees it, 
minority groups tend to get 
lost in the shuffle, between a 
student body composed pri-
marily of white suburbanites 
and an administration which 
has to be constantly reminded 
of their existence. 

"You get folks here that are 
coming out of private day 
school, private elementary 
school, private high school and 
then they come to private 
Rice," he says. "Their experi-
ence is going to be pretty lim-
ited." 

One solution to that prob-
lem is the formation of organi-
zations like the BSU, which 
are intended to bring atten-
tion to the needs of minority 
groups and provide them witn 
a chance to come together so-
cially. 

In recent years the BSU has 
been relatively quiet on both 
the political and social fronts. 
Most nonmembers have had 
only occasional reminders of 
the organization's existence: 
posters on college doors adver-
tising BSU parties, black arm-
banas worn on Martin Luther 
King Day, events highlighting 
Black History Month. 

Now, though, it seems 
things are likely to change. At-
tendance is up at BSU meet-
ings, and the organization's 
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leaders have taken a more 
active stance. 

"The BSU has always been a 
pretty low-profile group," BSU 
faculty sponsor and sociology 
professor Chandler Davidson 
said. "They've always been ac-
tive in a social sense, but the 
evolution that they're taking 
now is in the direction of im-
pacting the community." 

Alex Byrd put it more di-
rectly: "We hope to get under a 
lot of people's skins this year." • • • • 

The last time the BSU got 
under anybody's skin was in 
the fall of 1987, when it led the 
effort for the establishment of 
an Office of Minority Affairs. 
The decision to create that of-

•« • T y 1 "t 

by Jim Kelly 
following week, one writer 
went so far as to call it the "Go 
back to Africa if you don't like 
it" attitude. 

The scary thing is that 
Russell's attitide was not 
unique. It was - and is - symp-
tomatic of a darker side of the 
Rice experience, the homoge-
neity of the university's cul-
ture and its failure to take into 
account real difference. The 
message: if you don't fit the 
profile, you aon't belong here. 

The problem with tnat for 
blacks, particularly, is that the 
profile tends to be a negative 
one. Whether or not there is 
any truth to the stereotypes, 
black students daily have to 
face widespread preconcep-

The HoW&rd environment, 
Ross said, made it easier for 
him to speak with professors 
and ask questions in class than 
it was for him in his first two 
years at Rice. And he found a 
new interest in learning as 
well. 

"At Howard you get a new 
sense of self-respect that Rice 
sort of intimidates right out of 
you," he said. "I found myself 
enjoying waking up in the 
morning to go to class, sitting 
there with my mouth open, 
just saying, damn, this is in-
credible. What it all breaks 
down to is that there's no lack 
of communication, no fear to 
ask questions. To sit in a class 
where your physics professor 
was an Ivy League graduate 
and had taught (black physi-
cist and Challenger astronaut) 
Ron McNair...I lived in a 
house with seven people. It 
was in a ghetto. But on the 
ground floor was a guy who 
had played piano for Stevie 
Wonder's band, 20 years old, 
and he was doing what he 
wanted to do. There was an-
other guy who was a DJ at 
some prominent clubs in D.C. 
He was doing what he wanted 
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Black Student Union Co-president Alex Byrd (center) and other BSU members meet with Yates Principal Chet Smith. 

fice led to a debate in the 
Thresher much like that 
prompted by Moeller's edito-
rial last week. 

'If a person feels uncomfort-
able studying at a school 
where the students and fac-
ulty are mostly white," wrote 
Dave Russell, then a sopho-
more at Jones, "doesn't it make 
more sense for that person to 
go instead to a school where 
this isn't the case than to ask 
that the school go out of its 
way, even to the point of doc-
toring its standards, to sur-
round that person with more 
people of that person's particu-
lar racial preference?" 

It's a tough question, one 
which sums up the crucial and 
more or less unmentionable 
elements of the problem. 

First, there's the admission 
that minority students might 
not feel comfortable at Rice, 
and then a suggestion of the 
reason for their discomfort: as 
Russell pointed out, this is a 
school where the students 
and faculty are mostly white." 

Then there is the implica-
tion that Rice's entrance stan-
dards have been lowered to 
admit members of minority 
groups. In particular, it is 
implied that Rice's standards 
were lowered to admit one 
minority group, the group 
most strongly identified with 
the push to create a Minority 
Affairs Office and strongly 
recruit minorities: blacks. ° 

And finally, the suggestion 
is made that if they don t like it 
here, they should just...leave. 

In the firestorm of critical 
reaction to Russell's letter the 

tions about where they fit in at 
Rice. 

One of those who responded 
to Russell's letter, Russell 
Ross of Will Rice College, put it 
like this: 

"Unfortunately, I am ex-
pected to have superior ath-
letic ability, a great sense of 
humor, an oversized sex life 
(and organ) and to be able to 
rap, sing, dance, or 'do some-
thing musical'. 

"For example: my freshman 
year, while participating in 
various icebreakers and study 
sessions, I was commonly 
asked "What sport do you 
play?" before I was asked my 
name. My reply: 'I don't, I'm a 
"double-E".' 

"As I mingled through the 
crowd at the campus wide pic-
nic I was disappointed to find 
fewer than 20 minority stu-
dents. However, all of the 
people behind the buffet table 
were black." 

How does someone deal 
with that kind of situation? A 
year after writing that letter 
Ross found a solution. He went 
to traditionally black Howard 
University, in Washington 
D.C. to spend his junior year. 

In other words, he took 
Dave Russell up on his sugges-
tion. He left. 

But he came back, too. 
• • • • 

"The thing about Howard 
was that you felt like you be-
longed," Ross said. "Just to 
find myself in a predominately 
black city at a predominately 
black school...the feeling was 
almost euphoric. I had a hard 
time leaving. I really did." 

to do. And I found that I really 
liked double-E all of a sudden. 
I really liked economics." 

Comparing that experience 
to his first two years at Rice, 
Ross noted a profound differ-
ence. 

"My high school was pre-
dominately black - 98 percent. 
I was extremely shocked when 
I first got here. One of the first 
things anybody said to me was 
what sport do you play? It 
wasn't a problem of downright 
racism. It became obvious to 
me that they weren't racist or 
anything, they'd just never 
met a black person. That was 
phenomenal to me - that some-
one could live 18 years without, 
really meeting a black person." 

Coming back to Rice after 
his time at Howard, Ross said 
he felt changed for the better. 

"I communicate with people 
much better now than I did be-
fore. I guess I didn't feel at 
home then," he said. "That's 
the problem with race at Rice -
communication." 

• • • • 

Communication and under-
standing. Almost everything, 
it seems, comes down to those 
two things. 

Members of the BSU, for ex-
ample, feel that the campus 
should be made aware of their 
history and culture. There is a 
sense within the organization 
that the time has come for 
blacks to become more in-
volved in student government, 
both within and outside of the 
colleges, to make the system 
work for them rather than 
working from the outside. 

"People say, oh, they have a 

week in February and they 
should be satisfied," BSU Co-
President Angie Berry said. 
"But why does it have to be 
only one week, or one guest 
speaker? It's not a point of 
militance. We would like 
people to be aware of the little 
things that bother us. Little 
simple things, like music at 
parties. I mean, every once in a 
while it might be nice to hear 
some R &B. 

Some black students have 
taken matters into their own 
hands on the college party 
music question. At a recent 
Lovett College party, Alex 
Byrd said, they showed up 
wearing Walkmans and 
danced to their own tapes. 

"The colleges have got to be 
conscious of things like DJs at 

arties," Byrd said. "Things 
" e music, things like plays -

being on this campus you 
wouldn't know that there were 
black people writing plays and 
poetiy." 

It seems, by and large, to be 
a question of diversity. Aiid on 
the question of diversity of cul-
ture and background there is a 
broad consensus: that this is a 
desirable goal for a university 
to seek. But the question keeps 
coming up: how far do we need 
to go? 

• • • • 

One issue looms over the de-
bate, coloring the views of the 
Russells and the Moellers and 
the Byrds more than anything 
else: the question of how much 
effort is needed to bring diver-
sity and black culture to the 
Rice campus through the re-
cruitment of black students. 

It is at once the most impor-
tant and most emotional issue 
under discussion. 

'If there is anything that 
will make me mad," said Cath-
erine Clack, director of the 
Office of Minority Affairs, "it's 
to have somebody come into 
my office and tell me that 
someone said they were only at 
Rice because they're black. " 

According to Clack, Rice has 
g an affirmative action policy, 
S "but it's basically that we don't 
| discriminate. I don't believe 
* that we're being very proac-

tive." 
In particular, Clack said, 

the Admissions Committee 
does not in any sense lower its 
standards for the purpose of 
bringing blacks or any other 
minority to Rice. 

"People that say we're only 
admitting minorities with 
lower SAT scores don't under-
stand the admissions process," 
she said. 

Minorities now make up 16 
percent of the Rice under-
graduate population. Four 
percent of Rice undergradu-
ates are black. 

Of the 36 black students in 
the freshman class only 20 
came through the admissions 
office. The remainder are ath-
letes. 

Last year Rice had 26 non-
athlete black freshmen. In 
Alex Byrd's eyes the decline in 
numbers signals a problem in 
the recruitment process. 

"Somebody dropped the 
ball," Byrd says. "Not just 
somebody. The Admissions 
Office dropped the ball." 

Byrd has his own goals for 
increasing the diversity of the 
undergraduate population. 
"We need to say," he says, "that 
if we're going to have a diverse 
university we need a freshman 
class of 70 to 80 blacks. We 
need to go out there and target 
black high schools. You've got 
to look for these students and 
compete for them. The simple 
fact is that if you're black, 
coming out of high school with 
a 3.8 to a 4.0, if you can do a 
1200 to 1300 SAT, you can go 
anywhere. We've got to give 
them more than Stanford is 
giving them, if we want them." 
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Elise's Corner 
Rice Players, tattoos, and hillbillies. 

TONIGHT 
•The Rice Players present 

Tom Stoppard's Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstem are Dead 
tonight and tomorrow night, and 
then again October 4 through 
October 7. The show is in the 
Famsworth Pavilion in the Ley 
Student Center. This is their 
season opener, so make your 
reservations soon at 527-4040. 

•At Rockfeller's, Joe "If you 
mess with Texas, you'll be 
messing with me" Ely will show 
his stuff. He's a wicked guitarist 
from Austin, a must-see if you're 
in the mood for southern-fried 
rock. Fellow Austin band Timbuk 
3 will be there this Wednesday. 
Call 861-9360. 

•If Texas rock's not your 
style, how about Cajun/Zydeco. 
Right across the street from 
Rockefeller's at Club Hey Hey, 
Wayne Toups and ZydeCajin will 
perform. 

•And by God, if that's not 
good enough for you, try Fitzger-
ald's. They're hosting a "Hillbilly 

Cat Reunion and Honky-tonk 
Jamboree," featuring Donny Ray 
Ford, High Noon, and Killbilly. 
This hoedown will kick off at 
9:30 p.m. 

TOMORROW 
•Any fellow James Dean fans 

out there? Well, don't forget to 
wear all your J. D. paraphenalia 
to remember him on this 34th 
anniversary of his tragic death. 
"Too fast to live, too young to 
die, bye bye." 

•A True Tattoo Triste!—For 
$3, you can leam everything you 
ever wanted to know about that 
age-old form of self-expression, 
tattooing. The show includes "G-
rated" tattoo exhibitors and a 
Ray Bradbury film entitled "The 
Illustrated Man" about a 
tattooed man and the "hypnotic 
effects of his tattooed body." 
Fake tattoos will be available for 
those who want to give it a try. 
The show will be hosted by the 
Orange Show Foundation, a non-
profit organization supported by 

The Rice Players' performance of Rosencrantz and Guildenstem are Dead opens tonight 

the Houston Cultural Arts 
Council and Texas Commision 
on the Arts. The location is 
2401 Munger St. off Gulf 
Freeway at Telephone Rd. For 
more information, call 926-
6368. 

ONGOING 
•The U2 Laser Light Show 

had a very successful debut last 
Friday night. Shows will continue 
on Friday and Saturday nights 
through December 23 at the 
Burke Baker Planetarium in 
Hermann Park. Showtimes are 8 
p.m., 9:15,10:30 and 11:45 

Michael Douglas takes on 
Tokyo in Scott's Black Rain 

BY HAROLD 
BUNNIEMEISTER 

M lention the Japanese 
to most anybody, and you're " 
likely to get a whole pile of 
reactions. 

"They're the ones that kicked 
our ass at Pearl Harbor." 

"Nunchaku sticks, man. 
You're talking serious chop-
socky, bud." 

"Aren't they the people that 
eat raw fish?" 

"After what they did to those 
poor people on the Square, I'm 
never eating their food again." 

"Godzilla." 
"Who are the people that 

gave America Speed Racer?" 
Of course, some people are a 

little confused. Others think 
they're on Jeppidy. Do I look like 
Alex Trebek? Okay, maybe a 
little. 

Where was I? Oh yes, no one 
can deny that the Japanese 
have left their mark on American 
society. They've given us 
cartoons where the characters 
talk too fast, stereos that fit 
inside your ears—hell inside 
your head, disposable cars, the 
little toys with the penguins that 
go down the slide-

Nevertheless, we probably 
know less about the Japanese 
than we do about the Russians. 
After all, we know that the 
Russians are big, burly, ugly 
mothers that have names like 
Vladimir and Mikhail who spend 
most of their time drinking 
vodka and plotting ways to force 
the good guys (us) to push the 
big button first, right? 

The Japanese, on the other 
hand, are the ones who are 
always running away from gillion-
foot-tall men in dinosaur suits. 

All of them, that is, except the 
ones who shoot what look like 
toothpicks on fire at the gillion-
foot-tall men in reptile suits. 

But these misconceptions 
about the Japanese will all fade 
away with the premiere of Black 
Rain, a new film by Ridley Scott. 
He's the guy behind Alien, Blade 
Runner, and that commercial 
about the Wall Street stockbro-
kers prosecuted by the children 
of tomorrow for sacrificing the 
future for a half-point over 45 
3/4. We will soon know the 
Japanese for what they are: 
greasy, chain-smoking mobsters 
who want to get revenge for our 
dropping the Bomb on them. 

Scott is well-known for 
creating a dark, steamy, what 
critics are taught to call noir, 
atmosphere in his films. For 
example, the future Los Angeles 
of Blade Runner is a perpetual 
dark and stormy night, a high-
tech, neon head-trip, a clogged, 
polluted maelstrom of multi-
ethnic Asian-Americans. In some 
ways, Japan, Scott's congested, 
seamy vision of tomorrow, 
peeks out in some parts of 
present-day urban Japan. 

To create the glitzy, high-tech 
vision of Osaka for Black Rain, 
Scott actually went to Osaka 
and filmed there. But you 
needn't have seen Blade 
Runner (Hmm, the initials of 
both films are B.R. Just a 
coincidence?) to appreciate 
Black Rain. 

Black Rain begins not in 
Osaka, but in New York City 
(New York City? Get a rope.) and 
stars Michael Douglas as an 
aging cop who does a job that 
doesn't pay well enough to fend 
off the bills, likes to show up 
hot-dogging youngsters, and just 
might be in a lot of trouble with 
Internal Affairs when the take on 
a drug bust doesn't quite add 

up properly. 
Anyway, while Douglas and 

his happy-go-lucky but dedicated 
partner Charley are doing some 
undercover work at a meeting 
between Japanese and Ameri-
can mafia dons, they actually 
witness two gruesome murders 
at the hands of what turns out 
to be a power-hungry member of 
a rival gang of Japanese 
upstarts. Or maybe an upstart 
gang of Japanese rivals. 

Douglas collars the murderer, 
a cruelly vicious but slick 
slugball named Sato, only to 
find out that he and Charley 
must escort the slimestool back 
to Japan where he is wanted by 
the authorities big-time. 

Something goes wrong, as 
things do when it is only the first 
reel, and Douglas loses his 
man. Chagrined, the pair report 
to theOsaka police only to find 
out that they can not participate 
in the search for Sako, and to 
matters even worse, Douglas 
might as well not return to NYPD 
empty-handed, unless he likes 
sitting in the defendant's chair. 

At about here, I better give 
you a tip-off on symbolism, 
because Ridley Scott is kinda 
big on it. Obviously, this movie 
is more about the clash of 
cultures than the clash of rival 
Japanese gangsters, so check 
out the opening sequence 
motorcycle race. In it, Douglas 
rides a Harley, his opponent 
rides a Suzuki. I'm only going to 
give you this one. You have to 
figure out the rest. You will be 
tested, of course. 

Returning to our story, it is at 
this point our heroes find out 
they are the lucky winners of an 
escort, the reluctant but honor-
able and English-speaking 
Nipponese detective Masamoto, 
and it is here that our movie 

SEE RAIN, PAGE 13. 

p.m. See review in this issue. 
• Harriet Shorr: Paintings and 

Pastels is on view at the Sewall 
Art Gallery in Sewall Hall through 
October 28. 

•Mame, featuring actress/ 
singer/dancer Juliet Prowse 
runs now through October 1 at 
the Music Hall. Tickets cost 
from $15-$35 and can be 
ordered at 526-1709. 

UPCOMING 
•There will be a Japanese 

Festival in town beginning next 
Friday, Oct. 6, which will run 
through Oct. 22. The Festival 
will present "a variety of colorful 
cultural events and serve to 
promote an understanding of 
Japanese culture among 
Americans to deepen the 
friendship between American 
and Japanese communities in 

Houston." On the 6th, at 6:30 
p.m., there will be a Gala Dinner 
at the Inn on the Park, 4 
Riverway .featuring Japanese 
guitar music and folk art. 
Admission is $40 per person. 

•Steinway and Sons' Land-
mark 500,000th Piano, cur-
rently on a worldwide tour, 
makes its final Texas appear-
ance at the Wortham Center 
October 4, where the Shepherd 
School is presenting a celebra-
tory concert. See the preview in 
this section. 

•On Oct 17 at Hamman Halt, 
there will be a performance 
titled East Meets West in 
Musio— a contemporary 
western arrangement of tradi-
tional Japanese music. The 
show begins at 8 p.m. and 
admission is $10. 

The best pizza in town. j}9*uirf 
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Euiythmics' album is a disappointing showcase 
BY TIM CARROLL 

msu* 

A 

Annie Lennox and Dave Stewart strike a pose for We Too Are One. 

(though the Euryth-
mics have, for the most part, 
remained steeped in the unad-
mirable category of "trendy 
new wave dance music," they 
have been known to break out 
of the mold and offer innova-
tive and energetic new sounds. 
Some of the more powerful 
R&B inspired tracks, such as 
"Missionary Man" and "I Need 
a Man," are a welcome diver-
sion from the usual pop song 
fare, providing an excellent 
outlet for lead singer Annie 
Lennox's throaty, forceful 
voice. For the most part, 
however, the band's work 
seems to slip into "top 40" 
obscurity. We Too Are One is, 
unfortunately, no exception. 

The majority of songs on 
this album are easily main-
stream. The title track, "We 

Two Are One," starts with a 
promising bluesy quality, but 
ends up falling short of anything 
unique and becomes simply 
repetitive. The rest of the tracks 
on the first side all fade into the 
ranks of generic, monotonous 
pop. 

The second side has much 
more to present. "Revival" is a 
solid, well constructed song 
which, although it lacks anything 
close to the power of works 
found on Revenge ("Missionary 
Man," e.g.), at least has some 
bite to it. "Sylvia,"easily one of 
the best tracks on the album, is 
a haunting showcase for 
Lennox's vocal talent. This is 
the sort of work one hopes for 
from the band. 

The Eurythmics continue on 
their second-side roll with "How 
Long," another melodious 
testament to Lennox's distinc-
tive and powerful singing quality. 
We Too Are One ends with the 
serene "When the Day Goes 
Down," which has quite a bit 

more heart to it than the valium-
inspired tracks from side one. 

We Too Are One is a far cry 
from the early eclectic and mini-
malist sound of Annie Lennox 
and Dave Stewart. Lennox has 
claimed Joni Mitchell as an 
influence—songs such as 
"Sylvia" and "How Long" 
validate that claim. There is also 
an apparent influence from early 
American rhythm and blues, 
which, had it been cultivated 
further (as it was on earlier 
albums) would have provided a 
nice contrast to the brooding, 
resonant style of the final three 
songs. As it was, that powerful, 
hard hitting style remained fairly 
unexplored, and the majority of 
the tracks were instead all 
rather bland. 

The Eurythmics have proven 
that they are a talented band, 
capable of creating songs with 
energy and originality. This 
makes it all the more disap-
pointing when they fail to 
produce. 

In Commitment Rupp provides some answers 
BY ERIC DUPRE 

T 
• o c lo clear up first questions 

first, Commitment and Commu-
nity has nothing to do with the 
Rice Community. You may have 
noticed, nonetheless, the remark-
able number of people on campus 
who are talking about it. 

The book is not for everyone; 
Dr. Rupp's argument about reli-

gious commitment within certain 
communities is pretty complex, 
and should not under any circum-
stances be construed as "pleas-
ure reading." I would like to state 
that I am not a religious studies 
major, so some concepts in the 
book were not too familiar to me. 
I will, however, offer an outline of 
his argument. 

"We live in an era where the 
traditional foundations of faith are 
severely shaken... No individual 
or institution has unquestioned 
authority" (p.l). He further sug-

gests that religion is at a cross-
roads, and if it takes the right 
path, it can return to the forefront 
of world thought. Rupp cites re-
cent examples where religions 
have worked together to accom-
plish common goals. 

Next, Rupp argues that religion 
needs/deserves the support of 
"institutions of learning." Theol-
ogy and education, he argues, 
must conform to modem thought 
and toeach other, or, in his words, 
should relate "the symbolic re-
sources of religious traditions to 

Weekend 
inAustin 

Take NoteeHf 

«50.m pills lax 
per room "per night 
(wifh this ad. . .) 

• A Beautiful Atrium Hotel 
• 5 minutes from Memorial Stadium 
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast 
• Indoor Heated Pool 

Gessner Drive 8c Hwy 183 
(2 blocksWest of IH 35 on Hwy 183, exit 240a) 

(512) 339-7311 

the entire range of... humanities, 
social, and natural sciences." Those 
students who wondered where the 
foundation courses originated need 
go no further. 

Now that Rupp has provided an 
extensive framework to solve the 
problem, he tells us what is wrong 
with society—individualism (Mom 
called this "selfishness"). In his 
words, "we are invited to fulfill our-
selves and are seduced into an 
endless preoccupation with satis-
fying desires masquerading as 
needs" (p.79). 

Rupp's solution to this is, of 
course, complex. Ethics should as 
a matter of course be taught in all 
classes, like biology and econom-
ics. Religious organizations should 
be more forceful in their views, 
according to Rupp, such as the 
German churches who spoke with 
one voice against the Nazis in the 
1934 Barmen Declaration. He 
admires the Barmen paper so much 
that one wonders if the fact that it 
accomplished almost nothing mat-
ters to him. Another section of 
Rupp's solution is devoted to stress-
ing internal goods in social prac-
tices as opposed to external goods 
(eg. in football, team spirit is an 
internal good, whereas money is 
an external good). 

As a political science major, I 
was appalled at the frankness 
with which he defined his ideas as 
correct. From reinstituting prayer 
in schools to allowing churches to 
endorse political candidates, Rupp 

holds firm to the notion that gov-
ernment should not hinder reli-
gion but religion can and should 
interfere with government. Is it 
standard practice in religion texts 
to not even attempt objectivity? 

Despite this flaw, his reason-
ing, grasp of ideas, originality and 
scope of thought are all amazing. 
The quality of the book was su-
perb (if a bit heavy) until he reached 
his examples from the everyday 
world. Before that point, I was in 
full agreement. I expected a con-
clusion that described a church 
which would assert itself as a 
moral authority above political muck. 

In short, we both recognized 
the same problem; only I (a poli-
tics major) would prefer political 
solutions, and Rupp prefers reli-
gious answers. The religious solu-
tion he proposed could be suc-
cessful, but I think it would beat 
the expense of exclusion. He al-
lowed for all different types of re-
ligion, but not for the lack thereof. 
Agnostics and atheists are not 
discussed, and I wonder if he con-
sidered them an "unconstructive 
community" to paraphrase one of 
his concepts. 

I strongly recommend Dr. 
Rupp's book if any of these 
ideas interest you. Although it 
put me on the defensive, I could 
not deny the merit in major 
points of his theory. You may 
even agree with Rupp. God 
knows, he has considered the 
subject longer than I have. 

Success can be 
a matter of making 
the right 
connections. 
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Information Session and individual Interviews 
Thursday, October 5,1989 
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Bad acoustics 
plague symphony 

BY AARON STAMBLER 

It is inappropriate for a 
cameraman to talk while an or-
chestra is tuning in preparation 
for the opening of a concert. 
Actually, visible cameramen are 
inappropriate even when they 
are not talking; cameramen who 
talk are downright annoying. 
While the Shepherd School 
Symphony Orchestra was tuning 
last Monday night in Hamman 
Hall in preparation for its 
concert that evening, a visible 
cameraman shouted into his 
headset. He and many other 
technicians from the local 
access television station were 
taping the concert for later 
broadcast. It took some effort 
on my part to restrain my anger. 
This, in addition to the ugly 
black box full of wires on the 
front of the stage in the middle 
of the cello section and the 
three tall microphone stands in 
front of the stage and the 
audience, provided a major 
distraction throughout the first 
half of the concert. 

Gis6le Ben-Dor, Resident 
Conductor of the Houston 
Symphony, led the Shepherd 
School Symphony through a 
program consisting of the 
Overture to Egmont, Op. 84 by 
Ludwig van Beethoven, the 
Suite from Pulcinella by Igor 
Stravinsky, and the Symphony 
No. 4 in € Minor, Op. 98 by 
Johannes Brahms. 

The Beethoven overture got 
the orchestra off on a good foot, 
in spite of the strolling camera-
man. The entire overture flowed 
with excitement, with the strings 
especially in top form—it was a 
real pleasure to listen to this 
piece. The opening to Pulcinella 
continued in this manner, with 
the solo violins and cello 

sparkling throughout the suite. 
With the second movement, 
however, the notes began to get 
in the way of the players, 
especially the winds and brass, 
resulting in an unstable en-
semble, labored playing, and 
plain old intonation problems; 
the winds were frequently 
covered up by the solo first 
violin. 

The orchestra finally fell prey 
to the crummy acoustics of 
Hamman Hall during its rendi-
tion of the Brahms symphony. 
Yes, in addition to being ugly, 
Hamman Hallpnobably has the 
worst acoustics of any hall used 
for musical events in all of 
Houston. The terrible acoustics 
became evident during Monday 
night's performance. The raw 
sound produced by individual 
players remained just that—raw 
sound. It did not mix with the 
sound produced by the rest of 
the orchestra. The audience 
was bombarded with fragments 
of sound coming from different 
parts of the stage, and could 
not even attempt to add these 
pieces together. The sound from 
the winds and brass often did 
not reach the audience. All of 
this was evidence of the 
problems of the acoustics of the 
hall—not the players. 

The orchestra unfortunately 
failed to overcome this single 
insurmountable problem during 
the Brahms work—individual 
intonation errors and a general 
lack of togetherness were 
compounded by the hall's 
acoustics. The excitement and 
energy of the players were 
apparent, but were unable to 
overcome the larger acoustical 
problems. If this orchestra had 
played elsewhere, this energy 
certainly would have been able 
to make the concert a truly 
memorable event. It is unfortu-
nate that bad acoustics marred 
an otherwise promising evening 
of music. 

Rain 
FROM PAGE 11. 

runs into a plot complication. 
Everybody knows that two's 

company, three's an orgy. The 
two-body problem is easy, the 
three-body problem, not so 
easy. By the book, cop shows 
are strictly buddy-buddy, on&on-
one. A partnership is okee- -
dokee, a corporation, well, 
somebody's got to go. 
Examples: Lethal Weapon. 
Starsky and Hutch. Laveme and 
Shirley. 

Our screenwriters obviously 
need to pare down the princi-
pals by one, and provide a little 
incentive for Douglas to get the 
slicko Sako. Since Douglas is 
the star, and without the 
Japanese guy you don't have a 
conflict, who else but our happy-
go-lucky but dedicated Charley 
gets to wear the Federation red 
shirt. So one night, a gang of 
motorcycle banditos in the 
employ of Sato entraps Charley 
and using one of those samurai 
swords, they relieve poor 
Charley's shoulders of the 
burden of carrying his head. 
Sorry, Charley. 

Revenge is just about the 
only motivation Douglas and 
Masa need to go after Sato and 
his merry band of thieves. It 
seems that the New York 
murders are part of Sato's big, 

big plan to enter a select group 
of Mafioso called the Obayun by 
stealing one-half of a counterfeit 
$100 bill plate. 

After Douglas settles down 
from his Initial frustrations with 
Japanese culture and honor, not 
to mention a little help from 
Kate Capshaw, he actually 
teams up with Masa to get them 
both into even more trouble. 

By now, desperate to avenge 
his partner and restore a whole 
ton of people's honor, Douglas 
virtually sells his soul to one of 
these Obayun Darth Vader types 
who tells him this cute little 
story about the atomic bomb 
and how it caused the rain to 
turn black. This is why these 
particular Japanese are trying 
their best to bring America to its 
knees with counterfeit money. 

Okay, now that I'm writing 
this, this counterfeit money 
thing seems a little far-fetched, 
but despite this, Black Rain has 
got enough action and stuff so 
that you don't have to worry 
about plot, not to mention the 
educational aspects of pointing 
out how different we Americans 
are from the Japanese. Then 
again, there are some folk here 
who haven't finished fighting the 
Big One, either. 

Go check out Black Rain, and 
have some nunchaku sticks and 
dip for me. 

As a Marine Officer, you could be in charge of a 

Mach 2 + F/A-18A, a vertical take-off Harrier or 

one of our other jets or helicopters. And you could 

do it by the time you're 23. But it takes a special 

commitment on your part. We 

demand leaders ;<t all levels. 

We teach you to be one. If 

you're a freshman, sophomore, 
Gofarther. 
faster. 

or junior, ask about our Platoon Leaders Class 

program. If you're a senior, check out our Officer 

Candidate Class programs. Starting salaries are 

from $18,000 to $24,000. And you can 

count on going 

farther.. . faster. 

We re looking tor a fen good men. 

Once upon a time in a land far, far away, 
people prophesied that the late twentieth century 

would be a super-futurama place. 
Clean and spiffy it was to be, with lots of 

flourescent lighting, personal space ships, 
a standard uniform (a sort of one-piece lycra bodysuit) 

and best of all, the ubiquitous computer. 
The computer, this fabled dream society's chief tool, 

was once and for all to eliminate the arch-enemy... 

P A P E R ! ! ! 

Now we know this has not happened. 
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Landmark Steinway features Rice faculty pianist 
BY AARON STAMBLER 

Q 

The celebrated Steinway stops by on October 4. 

n October 4,1989, 
Shepherd School of Music 
professor John Perry will partici-
pate in a piano recital at the 
Wortham Center. The recital is 
in honor of Steinway & Sons' 
Landmark 500,000th Piano, 
which is currently on a cele-
brated worldwide tour. This 
recital will be the final perform-
ance on this piano in the state. 
The program will include the pre-
miere of Sinfonia by Paul 
Cooper, which was commis-
sioned by Perry in celebration of 
this instrument. 

John Perry is currently on the 
faculty of the Shepherd School 
of Music and the University of 
Southern California; Paul Cooper 
is a faculty member and com-
poser-in-residence at the Shep-
herd School. 

Upon hearing of the opportu-
nity to play a recital on this 
special Steinway piano, Peny 
requested a piece from Cooper, 
one of the foremost contempo-

rary American composers—the 
result was the commission of 
Sinfonia. The highlight of the 
concert is a work that Cooper 
describes as being "as close as 
I can get to the orchestra with 
only two hands playing." It is 
written in a classical three-part 
form, with fast movements at 
the beginning and end and a 
stow movement in the middle. 
The twenty one minute time limit 
was Cooper's only constraint, 
and he enjoyed the creative 
freedom writing for the "expres-
sive virtuoso," John Perry. 

The concert will take place at 
8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 4,1989, at the Cullen 
Theater in the Wortham Theater 
Center. The program will 
consist of Mozart's Sonata in C 
Minor, Chopin's Nocturne No. 
49 in C# Minor, Ravel's Sorv 
atine, Beethoven's Sonata No. 
32 in C Minor, and Paul 
Cooper's Sinfonia for solo 
piano. Tickets are $7.00 (re-
served seating) and $3.00 for 
students and senior citizens, 
and all proceeds go to the 
Shepherd School scholarship 
fund. Advance ticket sales are 
at the Shepherd School office. 

Real IN/lusio for Real People 

FITZGERALD'S 
2706 White Oak © Studemont in the Heights 
1/4 mile north of Interstate 10 713/862-3838 
Friday, September 29 
Acid bluegrass, heavy hillbillies run amok 
(21 and over - $6.50,18 to 20 - $8.50) 

KILLBILLY 
HIGH NOON plus DONNIE RAY FORD opening 

Saturday, Septembers 
Rootsy, rambunctious, loud - leading country into the 1990s 
(21 and over - $7.50,18 to 20 - $9.50) 

WAGONEERS 
KELLY WILLIS & RADIO RANCH opening 

Tuesday, October 3 
Funk/punk/rock/reggae/ska - more fun than chili peppers 
(ail general admission tickets $7.50, advance reserves $9.50) 

24-7 SPYZ 
Thursday, October 5 and Friday, October 6 
LA's number one World Beat dance band, great big fun body music 
Thursday - over 21 - $5.50,18 to 21 - $7.50 
Friday - over 21 - $7.50,18 to 21 - $9.50 

THE 
BONEDADDYS 
PANJANDRUM opening Thursday 

THE PRESIDENTS opening Friday 

Saturday, October 7 
"Licks for Locks", a Concert for Equal Rights, 
involving freedom of hair length in high school 
benefitting legal defense fund for Wilkinson vs. Spring Branch ISD 

HELLSTAR 
ARK ROYAL 

Laser Light Show adds a 
good spark to U2's sound 

BY OMRI GAZITT 

\ It would seem quite strange 
to find the Museum of Natural 
Science parking lot packed with 
cars on a Friday night, if you 
didn't know it was the opening 
night for the U2 laser light show 
at Burke Baker Planetarium. The 
planetarium was, perhaps for 
the first time, full. Most shows 
sold out even though there was 
a $5 entrance charge for only 
one hour of entertainment and 
there were four showings on 
both Friday and Saturday night. 
Some people came for the 
music, others for the light show, 
but everyone agreed that the 
combination was terrific. 

This weekend was the 

opening night for the show, 
which will run through December 
23. The whole extravaganza 
began right after the inevitable 
introduction by everyone's 
favorite fat dude from KLOL, 
Moby. KLOL and Sunkist co-
sponsored the event. 

"Where the Streets Have No 
Name" was the first tune, ap-
propriately enough, since that's 
what U2 opened with on their 
1987 Joshua Tree tour. The 
sound system was superb— 
from the mesmerizing synthe-
sizer beginning of "Streets" to 
the ambling bass of "40," the 
closing tune. The laser system, 
aided by the curved ceiling, pro-
duced a remarkably realistic 
illusion of 3-D patterns. The first 
song ended with an awesome 
holographic depiction of the 
cover pictures of most of U2's 
albums. 

The originality of the laser 

patterns was commensurate 
with the variety of styles in U2's 
music—there was an entirely 
different set of shapes for each 
song. The music selections 
consisted mainly of all-time U2 
classics such as "With or 
Without You," "I Will Follow," 
"New Year's Day," "Sunday 
Bloody Sunday," Pride (in the 
Name of Love)," and, of course, 
"The Unforgettable Fire." Just 
like all of U2's concerts, the 
hour-long show ended with 
"40." 

Unfortunately, there were no 
live versions of songs, with the 
exception of "40." The high 
energy of their concert would 
have made the impact of the 
lasers that much more powerful. 
If you're a U2 fan, this show is a 
definite must. If you're not a 
fan, go anyway—you might 
become one. It's a great way to 
spend five bucks on a Friday. 

isimk 

Bono and the gang trip the light fantastic at the Planetarium. 



THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1989 18 

SPORTS 
Willig leads Owls 
against Cajun feast 
by Nick Dobson 

The Owls opened their 1989 
home schedule last Friday against 
the Ragin' Cajuns of Southwestern 
Louisiana, and for the second 
straight year the Cajuns (2-2) got the 
best of the Owls (1-2), leaving Rice 
Stadium with an 18-3 victory. 

The first quarter was played on 
equal ground. Neither team was 
able to mount an effective and sus-
tained drive. Perhaps the key play of 
the Rice game occurred when junior 
starting quarterback Donald Hollas 
took a blow to the head with about 
eight minutes left in the quarter. 
Hollas attempted to remain in the 
game, but the blow to his head left 
him unable to function effectively. 
Although doctors were unable to 
determine, with certainty, if he had 
suffered a concussion, Hollas was 
pulled from the game. "It was in his 
best interest. It would have been too 
risky if he got hit," said Coach Fred 
Goldsmith. 

Hollas' injury forced the insertion 
of freshman quarterback Greg Wil-
lig. After the game Willig said, "I felt 
prepared enough to go out there and 
do something, but things did not 
work out" Indeed, with the excep-
tion of one late-first-quarter drive, 
they did not Willig passed for 186 
yards, but did not score a single 
point 

The Owl's only score came a 
minute into the second quarter on a 
twenty-four yard field goal by senior 

Sammy Hart man, who was originally 
a defensive back "If I had missed it, 
it might have been my last attempt It 
was a real short kick with a severe 
angle," Hartman said. The career 
first really helped boost the rookie's 
confidence, because he had not 
worked on the kick 

Rice managed to move the ball to 
its own twenty-five yard line, when 
sophomore free safety David Griffin 
intercepted a pass from USLquarter-
back Brian Mitchell. Strong runs by 
freshman running backTrevor Cobb 
put the ball within the Cajun twenty 
yard line, setting up Hartman's kick. 

Despite the auspicious start the 
second quarter proved to be the 
Owl's demise. After the Rice defense 
stopped USL on five plays, the of-
fense was forced to punt back up to 
its own goal line. Mike Hooks' snap 
went over punter Bobby Schrader's 
head and out of the end zone for a 
safety. 

The subsequent short free kick 
and return left the Cajunswith excel-
lent field position, which was all they 
needed to get their offense un-
tracked. A personal foul against the 
Owl defense helped the Cajuns' 
cause, setting up Mitchell's eight 
yard keeper for a touchdown. A two 
point conversion attempt failed, but a 
USL field goal with 46 seconds left in 
the quarter closed the scoring for the 
first half with Rice down 11-3. 

Rice's offense was only able to 
muster two first downs in the course 
of the second and third quarters. 
The Owl defense, however, rose to 

V 

* m 1* 

Rice tight end Voddie Baucham and right tackle Billy Baldwin line up to protect quarterback Donald Hollas. 

the occasion, only allowing a Mitch-
ell touchdown late in the third quar-
ter. With a slim chance at a come-
back, the Owls turned back promis-
ing Cajun drives twice. First, corner 
back Nigel Codrington blocked a 
thirty-six yard field goal attempt, and 
then, freshman safety Antonio 
Wilson picked off Mitchell's third-
quarter pass. 

The inability to convert three 
fourth-quarter possessions inside 
the USL twenty yard line prevented 
any comeback from materializing. 
The game ended shortly after a final 

Owl scoring drive was frustrated 
when a fourth down Willig-to-Voddie 
Baucham pass fell incomplete. 

Despite the loss, the Owls can 
point to several positive aspects of 
the game. The defense played ex-
ceptionally well against a very tal-
ented option quarterback. "I 
thought our defense fought their 
guts out," commented Goldsmith 
after the game. Although the offen-
sive outlook was not as bright Cobb 
ran for an impressive 4.4 yards per 
carry on sixteen rushes and had 
several long runs. Greg Willis led 

three good fourth quarter drives and 
gained some valuable experience. 

Owl fans can take heart x-rays 
revealed Hollas had suffered only a 
slight concussion. He has been 
given the green light to practice and 
is expected to start tomorrow's non-
conference game. The Owls are 
scheduled to play against the Demon 
Deacons of Wake Forest in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. Wake Forest 
is favored to win the game despite a 
narrow loss to Army last week. The 
kickoff is scheduled for 11:00 a. m. 
Houston time. 

Ruggers start season with two losses 
by Tania van den Houten 

The Ruggers are back and ready 
to be tough! 

The season started with two 
losses. The first on September 16 
against Southwest Texas ended 17-
12, and last weekend's match against 
the University of Aston from Eng-
land ended with a score of 23-9. 
Despite these losses, our 1989Texas 
Collegiate Champs hardly feel dis-
couraged. According to Sean Park, 

last year's president and current 
match secretary, These are the two 
best teams that we will play until 
March. Both the teams were win-
able. I will be concerned at the next 
game if certain key players don't 
bring their ability up to par. Till now, 
our mistakes have been mental." 

Several players show optimism 
combined with hope for a coach. 
Teddy Adams says, "Although we 
are off to a slow start, we are where 
we were this time lastyear in terms of 
skill and the number of players. 
When we get a coach, we can go as 

far, if not farther, than we did last 
year." 

Returning starters Ted Adams, 
captain Tom Jackson, Mick'chicks 
dig me" Giangiorgi and Drew "the 
rock" Dinovo provide a solid pack. 
Having stolen Sam Johnson from 
the backs, and using Dan "I'll get by 
with a little help from my friends" 
Suits as cannon fodder. The for-
wards are expected to do well. New-
comers such as Matt Roberts, 
Helder Melender and John Percer 
will provide ample assistance. The 

SEE RUdBY, PAGE 16 

The thrill of victory... 
. and the agony of a tie 

21 

While the men's club soccer team celebrates victory after victory, (see page 17) the women's team is trying to 
overcome a 0-1-3 record. The women tied Texas A & M Saturday (OO) and Stephen F. Austin Sunday (1-1). The Owls 
scored against SFA in the last five seconds. According to Sid Richardson freshman Barbara Moyer, who plays 
forward and halfback, "The defensive line is good, the keeper is good, we just need to work on finishing the ball, 
passing, trapping, and scoring." / 

Sokol calls on students to 
"Rock these bleachers" 
by Timothy Schmelter 

The Rice women's volleyball 
team opens its Southwest Confer-
ence season in Autry Court at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, October 4, with a na-
tionally televised game against Bay-
lor University. The game, which will 
be televised on Home Sports Enter-
tainment and Prime Sports Network 
(HSE's sister station in the Pacific 
Northwest), marks the first ever 
broadcast of a Southwest Confer-
ence women's volleyball match. The 
University of Houston and the Uni-
versity of Texas will also host tele-
vised matches this season. 

Head Coach Debbie Sokol 
stressed the importance of student 
participation at the games, especially 
this one. She sees the student atten-
dance as a kind of second competi-
tion. "We're really going to have to 
push to beat UTs attendance," Sokol 
admitted, "but the Rice student body 
is great at sporting events. We want 
to fill this gym and rock these bleach-
ers." 

To this end, the volleyball team 
and their corporate sponsor, What-Ij 

aburger, are holding a special con-
test to help boost attendance. The 
lower bleachers for the October 4th 
game will be sectioned off by college, 
and the members of each college will 
be judged by a panel on their partici-
pation and noise level during the 
game. The winning college will re-
ceive 200 coupons for free What-
aburgers. 

In 1987, the last time Rice volley-
ball sponsored an attendance con-
test of this type, turnout at the game 
against Texas A&M broke previous 
attendance averages of 4(X) - 500 

people with an attendance of ap-
proximately 800 students. Coach 
Sokol hopes to break that record by 
drawing out 1,000 students at this 
game. Additionally, the ongoing 
serving contest, also sponsored by 
Whataburger, will be held at the 
game. The grand prize for the serv-
ing contest will be a Yamaha scooter. 

According to Sokol, the support 
of the fans helps tremendously. "It's 
hard to describe the experience, but 
the excitement level goes up about 
200 points." 

She stressed the fact that volley-
ball is a game which does not require 
a great deal of background knowl-
edge to enjoy. The program takes 
care of the details," Sokol explained, 
"and even novices can really get into 
a game after watching about five min-
utes." 

This year's Rice Owls are cer-
tainly something to get into. They 
are 11-2 so far for the season, which 
makes them legitimate contenders 
for the title, and boast some of the 
best statistics around. Brown junior 
Tricia Bowen is ranked first in the 
Conference and second in the nation 
in hitting percentage, hitting .441 
last weê c, while sophomore setter 
Katie Meyer, from Sid Richardson, is 
twentieth in the nation in assists. 

In the Southwest Conference, 
Bowen and Wiess sophomore Nicei 
Yarber hold the first and second 
places, respectively, in average kills. 
Meyer holds first in assists, and 
freshman Cheryl Dell is first in serv-
ice aces. 

This weekend, the Owls will take 
a road trip to Evanston, Illinois, 
where they will compete in a tourna-
ment with North Carolina, New 
Mexico State, and Northwestern. 

SEE SOKOL. PAGE 1 7 
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Men take fifth, women 
second in cross country 
by Ben S. Lynch 

The hard, sweaty bodies of Rice's 
Cross Country team competed last 
Saturday at the Rice Invitational on 
Buffalo Bayou. The four mile course 
took the runners along the edge of 
downtown in the pleasant 72 degree 
weather. 

The men's team competed 
against teams from the University of 
Texas-Arlington, UT-San Antonio, 
the University of North Texas, 
Southwestern Louisiana, San Jac-
into, and South Plains College.The 
Rice team was led by John Fowler, 
who placed 18th in the race. This 
year's men's team is very young, and 
they are focusing on developing 
skills and preventing injuries. 

The men's team will compete at 
the annual five mile Meeting of the 
Minds cross country meet in Boston 
on September 30. TTiey will compete 
against Harvard, Dartmouth, 
Brown, and Northeastern. 

This year's women's team is a 
powerhouse of youth and strength. 

Comprised of three freshman and 
three juniors, the Owls placed sec-
ond at the Rice Invitational against 
the teams from UTS A, UTA, and 
UNT. Freshman AliUberecken took 
top honors over all, with a time of 
11:31. She has not been beaten since 
her senior year in high school. Other 
finishers in the top ten were Julie 
Jiskra who placed fifth 11:43, and 
freshman Nicole Aleskowitch who 
placed sixth just a second behind her 
teammate. 

T h e workouts demand a lot of 
time and hard work, but the team is 
really getting tight, but it's really 
worth all of the effort!" said Aleskow-
itch. 

The women's team is scheduled 
to go to Dallas September 30 for the 
Southern Methodist Invitational. 
Uberecken hopes to continue her 
winning streak by again taking top 
honors. The 5 kilometer race will 
wind through SMU's Highland Park 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. Hopefully, the 
Uberecken luck will rub off on the 
rest of the team. 

Ruggers try to advance the ball in a Rice scrum against Aston College from England. 

Rugby 
FROM PAGE 15 

backs sound very strong, but they 
have yet to play to their potential 
abilities. Veterans Sean "guy" Park, 
Steve Maclennan, Ali "hello darling" 
Koc, John Marshall, Steve Sain, 
Lance "ear" Hianes, Doug "the 
dude" MonsourandTad Preston will 
have to compete with newcomers 
like Bob Bifulco. Hopefully this level 
of competition will intensify as the 
rookies learn, and this will bring out 

the best in the players. The prospect 
of Steve"really" Mattingly returning 
from injury in a few months will 
undoubtably prove to be an invalu-
able boost to the club. 

With the rookies, veterans, and a 
coach it must be known that the 
ruggers will end tough despite the 
slowstart"Nothavingacoachas [of] 
yet, the team is still looking for a 
settled pattern. I wouldn't be sur-
prised if we don't quite perform to 
our potential over the next couple of 
games, but come March, we will be 

ready once again to excel in the Col-
legiates. By then hopefully some 
rookies will have established them-
selves in the side, and the veterans 
will be playing like they can. Every-
one is determined to prove that last 
year's success was not a flash in the 

tw 
pan. 

The rugby players get really ex-
cited when they see fans. "It helps us 
play better," Parks said. The Owls 
play tomorrow at 2 p.m. at Memorial 
Park, and Sunday at 2 p.m against 
University of Houston. 

Hollas returns to take on Wake Forest Demon Deacons in N.C. 
by Wes Gere 

After winning the season opener 
against Southern Methodist Univer-
sity almost a month ago, the Owls 
lost their second and third games, 
making it almost mandatory to win 
tomorrow's contest against Wake 
Forest in order to keep from floun-
dering again this year. 

They will be traveling to their 
farthest away game of the year to 
face the Demon Deacons (0-3) on 

the only natural grass field they will 
play on in 1989. 

The big advantage for Rice is that 
they won't be forced to play a fresh-
man quarterback, as thay did last 
week against the University of 
Southwest Louisiana. Senior quar-
terback Donald Hollas is fully recov-
ered after suffering a mild concus-
sion eight minutes into the USL 
game. He'll be eager to make up for 
lost time. Hollas said, "This is a must-
win situation for our season. We have 
to win if we are going to make it 

worthwhile. We have had two oppor-
tunities the past two games that we 
should have won." 

Coach Fred Goldsmith expects 
this game to show what the USL 
game would have shown, if it weren't 
for Hollas' injury, about the prog-
ress of the team this season. "To be 
quite frank, 1 didn't know where 
we'd be," said Goldsmith. "Defen-
sively, the way the kids are playing 
on the field is ahead of where I 
thought we'd be after watching 
spring practice. I don't know how 
well we've been tested." Hollas was 
playing effectively before the hit that 
put him out of the game, making 40 
total yards in six plays. 

Junior running back Eric Henley 
is another reason to look forward to 
tomorrow's game. Quickly establish-
ing himself as one of the top receiv-

ers in the conference, Henley's 7.0 
receptions per game is the seventh 
highest average in the nation. Al-
though his specialty is kickoff re-
turns, he has not attempted any this 

'This is a must win 
situation for our 
season.' 

-Donald Hollas 
season. In lastweekend's USLgame, 
however, Henley returned a punt for 
seventeen yards, his longest this 
season. This puts his average at 5.6 
yards on seven returns. 

It is a good thing the defense is 
playing better than expected, since 
the knee injury to senior John Isaac 

means there are no more seniors on 
the defense, starting or second-
string. "We're committed to the pro-
gram and not just the short haul. 
We're trying to teach. There's only 
one other football program in this 
part of the country, SMU, that's any 
younger than we are," Goldsmith 
said. 

Rice also has the advantage of 
going up against a team that is strug-
gling with a winless season. The 
Demon Deacons lost 17-27 against 
nationally ranked North Carolina 
State, and 10-14 against Army. 

The one glaring advantage the 
Demon Deacons have is the best 
place kicker in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference. While Rice place kick-
ers have not had the best season, 
Wilson Hoyle has scored 195 points 
for the Wake Forest team. 

Freshman quarterback Greg Willig avoids a sack attempted by USL outside 
linebacker Dawayne Fontenatte. 

FOl 
N T ® 

Just $1775 a month for 
full-time students. l U l i U l U t 0 1 U U V 1 I I . O I Fee statement required. 

Put down your books and pick up on a great deal. With our special 

S50 .00 joining lee and just S17.75 a month, 'students can enjov all the 

The Downtown Y has to offer. • •! ~ 

Dav locker included. The Downtown Y is for Every Body. 

659-8501 
'Fees subject to change. Some restrictions do apply. 
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Dominant men's soccer trounces S.F. Austin and Houston 
by Ozgur Bayazitoglu 

The Rice University Soccer team 
won two games this weekend to the 
tune of 6-1 and 3-1. So far, Rice has 
scored an amazing 14 goals, or 98 
football points, in only three games. 

The Rice Lads put on a kickass 
show Saturday afternoon by defeat-

ing Stephen F. Austin 6-1. The first 
goal was a near perfect left-footed 
shot by Sid Richardson senior Jean-
Pierre Baizan. Baizan fired the shot 
from the left side of the field and into 
the right corner of the net Baker 
sophomore Adam Kinsey scored the 
second Owl point when he knocked 
in a loose ball. Jones senior Ted 
Oldham and Hanszen sophomore 

John Pontefract combined twice on 
crossing plays, delighting the crowd 
with their aerial artistry. The most 
beautiful goal of the day, however, 
had to be the solo effort by Will Rice 
sophomore Jeff Saland, who chipped 
the ball over the head of the SFA 
goalkeeper. 

The game ended a few minutes 
early due to rough play on the field. 

Senior Mike Flanigan was pulled 
out of the game, after he scuffled 
with a SFA player who kicked him in 
the head, and for several minutes 

both teams played ten on ten. Later, a 
full scale brawl broke out when a 
player from SFA kicked Oldham in 

SEE SOCCER, PAGE 18 

SWC football teams pile up on top 
by Myra K. Rucker 

As every good Owl knows, Rice is 
still at the top of the Southwest Con-
ference, along with the University 
of Texas and Texas A & M. After 
this weekend, however, the top three 
are going to have move over and 
make room for two more teams, as 
the Baylor Bears host Texas Tech 
and Southern Methodist plays at 
Texas Christian. The Bears will be 
up against the undefeated Red Raid-
ers after a staggering 44 -7 loss to the 
Aggies. The Tech game will be tele-
vised on Raycom TV at noon. 

Despite giving the physically 
superior Longhorns a real scare for 
ninteen minutes of their clash this 
weekend, the SMU "ponies" were 
overwhelmed by Texas, with a final 
score of 45-13. At the same time 
TCU, down five starters, started six 
freshman and managed to beat 
Southern Mississippi (19-17). Any-
one interested in catching this 
Wfeek's TCU match up can try KFRD 
(88.7FM) of Rosenberg - Houston. 

In the meantime, the Aggies will 
try to beef up their 2-1 record when 
they play their last non-conference 
game of the season, against South-
ern Mississippi (1-3). A loss by Texas 
will knock them out of the top spot 
and hopefully prepare them for Owl 
domination on October 7. 

The Arkansas Razorbacks (1-
0) are up against their Ole Miss (3-0) 
rivals this weekend, and they sound 
optimistic. The game should be ex-
citing since both teams are unde-
feated, just as they were in the 1950's 
when the match up had national sig-
nificance. The Razorbacks have 
beaten the Rebels four times in a row 
and hope to continue their winning 
streak. 

Tom Franklin and Don Kobos 
will call the action on the Rice Owls 
Football Network broadcast Air 

Sokoi 
FROM PAGE 15 

The Owls have already defeated 
both New Mexico and Northwestern 
once. Sokol also expressed her con-
fidence in the abilities of the Owls 
against Baylor, saying that the teams 
are "evenly matched," and that "it 
should be an exciting match." 

PRE-LAW? 
PRE-PARE! 

Phone 524-5711 for 
details and dates 

All classes taught 
personally by Dr. 
Manne • Continu-
ously in Houston 
since 1970 • Classes 
taught at UH 
Downtown College 
Center • Classroom 
setting • Tuition $295 

DR RICHARD 

LSAT 
REVIEW 
COURSE 

Visa and MasterCard accepted 

time will be 11:40 a m. on KNUZ 
(1230AM). 

While the Rice men's cross coun 
try will be off in Boston meeting 
the Harvard minds, the Arkansas 
men's cross country team will be 
looking for it's sixteenth consecutive 
SWC championship when it starts 
the season tomorrow at the little 
Rock Invitational. The nationally 
ranked Razorback Harriers will be 
competing against the University of 
Kansas, Oklahoma State, Oklahoma, 
Southwest Missouri, and Tulsa. 

Mary Ann McLaughlin was re-
cently named as the assistant 
women's basketball coach at UT 
San Antonio. McLauglin, who was 
head coach at San Diego City Col-
lege, turned an annual Pacific Coast 

Conference basement finisher into a 
title contender. 

Writers 
needed! 

If you are interested In 
writing about your fa-
vorite sport, or the 
weekly "Across the 
Conference" column, 
contact Myra at the 
Thresher office on 
Sunday at 7 p.m., at 
527-4801. 

ssSiSB 

Left corner back Otha Latin tackels USL running back John Howard. 

Immediate openings for 1989/90 Graduates: 
Computer Science, Electrical/Computer Engineering (BS/MS); 

All technical majors & MBAs for Technical Sales and Systems Engineering 

When you start 
your career, there's nothing 

like initial success. 

Hiesday, October 3 

IBM INFORMATION DAY 

A* 

Your future in technology 
could be in software 
development, engineering 
or technical sales. 
If you're ready to start a successful career in 
one of these creative areas of information 
technology, come meet our representatives at 
an informal briefing, and f<nd out more about 
our current openings. Whdre there is mutual 
interest, immediate interviews will be held. 
Please bring 4 copies of your resume and, if 
available, your transcript. 

An equal opportunity employer. 

October 

3 
Rice Memorial Center 

Grand Ballroom 

9am - 5pm 
(Stop by anytime) 
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MEN'S FOOTBALL 

Mon. League 

MELLO YELLOW 
2 GIRAFFES & MOTHER 
THE BRITS 
JOHNNY & POOFTERS 
STILL THERE 
COMING SOON 

Tues.Frosh. League A 
SID FRESHMEN 
WIESS 

JONES HARD MEN 1 2 
TUSH MONGERS (WRC) 1 2 

w L 
TUSH MONGERS (WRC) 

Tues. Frosh. League B W L 
3 0 

Tues. Frosh. League B 

3 0 HANSZEN 3 0 
1 2 BROWN 2 1 
1 2 LOVETT 1 2 
1 2 FRESHMEAT (BAKER) 0 3 
0 3 

Wed. League w L 
w L 
2 1 PUBLIC ENEMA 2 0 
2 1 FISH HEADS 2 0 

S C O R E B O A R D 

by Todd BaUengee 

12" MEDIUM PIZZA 

$4.98! (PLUS TAX) 

Ge; a 12 medium Cheesp 
Pizza from Domino's Pizza 
for only S4.98, plus tax 

Additional Toppings extra Vust " ntie 
offer when ordering Coup-:"> ed 
Not vaiid with any other o?V* o f . ;km 
Good at part icipating locai .?MS >R . 

Call 523-7770 
Open Late 
11 00 a m to 2.00 a.m. 

Dinner 
Special! 

Large 16 
59.95 

2 item pizza for 

Add i t i ona l l o p p i n g s e x l r a 
Tax i nc l uded 
No! val>d wi th any c d e r offer 
Men t i on of fer w h e n o r d e r i n g 

Call 523-7770 
Open Late 
11 no a m to 2:00 a.m. 

FIFTEEN YEARS 
GIVE US A BREAK 
GROUND SLOTHS 

Thurs. League 

APC RUMPRANGERS 
L0VETT SUCKS 
SKANKMEISTERS 
HYMEN BUSTING 

SLIT SLAYERS 
WHOREDOGS 

Fri. League 

BUDMEN 
LOVETT STILL SUCKS 
TEAM FUN 
YOUR MOTHER 
BUBBA 
CHOLLOS 

WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER 

1 0 
0 2 
0 2 

w L 

2 0 
1 0 
1 1 

0 1 
0 1 

w L 

2 0 
2 0 
1 1 
1 1 
0 2 
0 2 

LOVETT 
HANSZEN 
SID RICHARDSON 
WIESS 
BAKER 

BROWN 0 0 3RD. FLOOR BITCHES & 
J O N E S 0 0 O.C. SCUM 1 0 
WILL RICE 0 0 HOOSIERS 1 0 

THE COOLNESS THANG 0 1 
W O M E N ' S VOLLEYBALL RANDOM MEASURES 0 1 
MOB. League W L 
M E & MR. HAND 1 0 M E N ' S T E N N I S S I N G L E S 
SIX-PACK SIX 1 0 
BBQ BITCHES 0 1 DUBIN 1 0 
FUN WITH FINGERS 0 1 STEINBERG 1 0 FUN WITH FINGERS 

WERLE 1 0 
Wed. League w L NGUYEN 1 0 
BAKER BITCHES 1 0 GUNTER 1 0 
BELLYBALL BITCHES 1 0 TILLERY 1 0 
T O D D PEIFFER'S TRAN 1 0 

GIRLFRIEND'S FRIENDS 0 1 GILLESPIE 1 0 
BAD, BROWN, & BEAUTIFUL 0 1 EBERT 0 1 

AJAY 0 1 
C O - E D BASKETBALL COAKLEY 0 1 

TATE 0 1 
Mon. League w L HERNANDEZ 0 1 
HARD MEN & W E T BABES 1 0 SPECK 0 1 
MARIO'S FLYING CIRCUS 1 0 ALMRUD 0 1 
DOWN IN FLAMES 0 1 STOUT 0 1 
U P IN SMOKE 0 1 

M E N S T E N N I S D O U B L B E S 
Tues. League w L 
NEVER TOO LATE 1 0 TILLERY/RHODES 1 0 
EARTH, WIND, & FIRE 1 0 ALEXANDER/COAKLEY 0 1 
CHICO'S VOMIT 0 1 
DRIBBLING BAGEL T E N N I S M I X E D D O U B L E S 

CROTCHES 0 1 
- TILLERY/PARKER 1 0 

Thurs. League w L POLASEK/McCUTCHEON 0 1 

Two Owls survive Harvard tennis 
by Myra K. Rucker 

If the Meeting of the Minds had 
been a test, the Rice men's tennis 
team would have received a D- when 

they traveled to Boston to play in the 
Harvard Classic. With the two top 
seeded Rice players Ken Thome and 
Larry Pearl, unable to play due to a 
minor shoulder injury and the flu, 
the Harvard players dominated. 
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Book Fair 
0 ADDISON-WESLEY ( - J BENJAMIN/CUMMINGS Z"" LONGMAN INC 

SPRINGER-VERLAG t*6'1 

v 

PRENTICE HALL, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 

The Rice Campus 
Bookstore 

Presents the 2nd Annual 

"Scientific & Technical Book Fair" 

October 2 - 1 3 

Featuring Publications by 

Addison-Wesley, 

Benj am in/C ummings, 

Springer-Verlag, and Prentice-Hall 

All Books Discounted 20% - 60% 

Special Orders for Books 
will be taken during Sale Period 

at Sale Prices 

Except for one loss to Brown Univer-
sity, every Owl lostatleastone match 
to Harvard. 

According to freshman Jamie 
Benefield, the team was not out 
matched, just unexperienced and 
outnumbered. While the Harvard 
team had sixteen players who had 
already played two tournaments, the 
six Owls had not played any full 
length matches. "I thought I was in 
shape," Benefield said, "but I was 
really surprised when I cramped up 
[after playing five and a half straight 
hours]." 

Despite cramps and some pre-
game jitters, Benefield had the best 
Rice weekend, making it to the finals 
in the "B" flight singles and the semi-
finals in the "A* flight doubles. 

Benefield followed his last 
singles game with the loss which 
prevented him from going to the 
doubles' finals with his partner, 
sophomore Steve Campbell. 

Neither team member is ready to 
settle for number two. "I think we're 
all capable," Campbell said, "[and 
there are] many good things to 
come." 

Both optomistic Owls believe the 
Harvard lesson,will help them when 
they go up to College Station today 
for the three day Aggie 4-Way. 

Soccer 
FROM PAGE 17 

Rice's honor. Stephen F. Austin, 
frustrated at being overwhelmed by 
a clearly superior Rice team, spoke to 
the referees and walked off the field 
with five minutes left in the game. 

For the men's soccer team, Sun-
day meant another day, another vic-
tory. This time the score was 3-1, 
over the University of Houston. 
While SRC senior Mahmood Banija-
mali played very well and Hanszen 
freshman James "rock-em, sock-em" 
Young led a very physical game, Ricfe 
did not dominate this game as much 
as they have in the past In fact, 
Houston scored first because of a 
marking mishap. "We're really not 
sure what happened," SRC sopho-
more Yarom Polsky said. "Somehow 
one of their men got open, with his 
back to the goal, and managed to 
score. It happened really quick." 

The Rice team increased it's ef-
forts, and Baker freshman Dave 
Baird headed a corner kick into the 
back of the net Jones senior Dave 
Freemon then followed with a cross-
ing pass which set Jeff Saland up for 
the goal. 

Rice controlled the slower sec-
ond half by not giving Houston any 
chances to even the score. Baker 
sophomore Ken Dean connected on 
a penalty kick to put the game away 
at 3-1. 

The 3 )̂ Lads will play one of the 
most important games of the season 
tomorrow at three, when they take 
on the University of Texas. 
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What the Hell, let's just go drink at the Pub Notes & Notices 
MASC 223 STUDENTS will find few or no 
open group* this fall after the drop dead-
line. You mutt bo In a group before 11/3/ 
89 or drop the course. So say* S.H. Davit. 

quad eveiy Sunday at 4:00 p.m. and throw 
thing* with us. Call Ben at 630-6061 or 
Jason at 630-6025 for more Info. 

INTRAMURAL ENTRY DEADUNES for Friday, 
September 29: men's rocquetball singlet 
and mixed doubles; men's table tennis 
singlet, doubles and mixed doubles; 
men's college badminton; men's bad-
minton singles; and women's college 
racquetball. Deadlines for October 6: 
men's soccer; men's basketball; and 
men's and women's free throw contest. 

ATTENTION STUDENTS INTERESTED IN STUDY 
ABROAD: Represent at Ivat from the Bea-
ver College Study Abroad Office will be on 
camput Monday, October 9 from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. In the Miner Lounge. For Info call 
Academic Advising at 527-4060. 

glzed. Cash prizes will be awarded to the 
top five poems. Deadline: October 31. For 
further Infomatlon send stamped enve-
lope to: International Publlcaf Ions, PO Box 
44044-1, Los Angeles, CA 90044. 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES Is sponsoring a self-
defense class on Saturday, November 11, 
from 1 to 4 p.m. It will be open to both men 
and women. Contact Yoth at 630-8000. 

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY! Software sys-
tems consulting firm Is Interested In finding 
an Intern to work part-time. Prefer CS or 
business major Interested In consulting. 
Junior or senior preferred. For more Infor-
mation, see Lynne Seymour at the Career 
Services Center, or call 527-4055. 

RICE HIGH SCHOOL math tournament will 
be holding an organizational meeting on 
Wed. October 4 at 7:30 p.m. In Fondren 
414. Questions, call Robert Bortsch at 630-
8810. 

HILLEL HAS KOSHER LUNCHES every Mon-
day from 12:00 to 12:50 In the WRC PDR. If 
Is all you can eat for $2. Call Marsha at 
749-2271. 

DO YOU JUGGLE? Would you like to meet 
other people who do? Come by the Baker 

NATIONAL COLLEGE POETRY CONTEST 
open to all college A university students 
desiring to have their poetry antholo-

INTERESTED IN THE UNIVERSITY BLUE, Rice's 
literary magazine? Call Anu at 668-5308. 

THINKING ABOUT GRADUATE SCHOOL? 
Plan to attend the Graduate and Profes-

David Egelman's Search for Truth 
When I eagerly departed high 

school with a diploma in my grubby 
hands, I held dear to my heart a 
certain confidence that I was forever 
through with standardized examina-
tions. But now my eardrums are 
flooded with acronyms such as 
MCATs, GREs, and LSATs. (For 
those among us who do not know the 
background of the LSATs, I per-
formed hours of library research and 
discovered the Truth: they are such 
a souped-up version of the SATs that 
the people in Princeton, New Jersey 
felt compelled to "...exhibit the grav-
ity of such an examination 
[by] ...adding another letter.") 

Meanwhile, as I ponder on the 
meaning of standardized tests, I am 
going to take this opportunity to 
reminisce about the SATs. 

If you will recall your high school 
days, you will remember taking the 
SATs. Basically, this consisted of 
waking up very early on a Saturday 
morning, driving downtown, and fill-
ing in bubbles from rows and col-
ufhns of other bubbles until you 
developed a blister. 

The examination was divided into 

two sections, English and Math. The 
math was fairly straightforward, but 
tended to ask questions that top 
math experts describe as "...really 
stupid." Knowing the answer to 
questions such as "which number is 
bigger?" can be useful when bargain 
shopping in a supermarket, but if I 
ever see two cans of peas priced "pi" 
and "(root 99)/2" I can say with a 
large degree of certainty that I am 
going to shop elsewhere. 

The English section tends to be a 
little more difficult The test begins 
with adequately simple questions 
such as: 

KHADDAFI:TACT AND DIPLO-
MACY:: 

a) Dan Quayle:brain cells 
b) Puppy dogtSideways 
c) Jump:Snorkel 
d) Wet:Vicarious 

But as the test progresses, the 
questions tend to become more chal-
lenging. It is the opinion of many 
experts (including J. Dennis Hus-
ton) that certain questions near the 
end of the English section are not of 
the English language at all, but in-
stead are comprised of fabricated 

words designed to confuse students 
of all ages. An example reads as 
follows: 

COW:CALF:: 
a) Sesquipedelian:Hierophant 
b) Muricate:Epicycloid 
c) Vesuvianite:Cacuminal 
d) Strawberry.Antediluvian 

My friends and I came up with a 
three-fold plan, any fold of which 
insures a high grade on the English 
section: 1) smuggle in a dictionary, 
2) memorize the dictionary, 3) sit 
next to someone smarter than you. 
As a result of the rapid spread of this 
plan, it has recently been discovered 
that there is only one smart person 
here at Rice, and everyone else 
merely sat next to her. But there is 
no fear of that happening in the fu-
ture. High school students across 
the country must now write on the 
top of their bubble sheets, "On my 
honor..." 

And so concludes another install-
ment of the Truth. Until next week, 
remember that if you are like me, if 
you too have women banging on 
your door all night, be nice and let 
them out 

stonal Schools Day on Monday, October 
9th from 11 -3 In the RMC Courtyard. For 
more Informations, call Career Services, 
527-4055. 

WANT TO WORK FOR KTRU'S NEWS DEPART-
MENT? Call Anu at 527-4088. No experi-
ence necessary. 

POETRY WORSHOP AT AUTRY HOUSE: For 
Info on this weekly gathering on Wednes-
days at 4, call Mary at 630-8038. 

RICE REPUBLICANS will meet this Sunday, 
at 8 p.m. In Sewall 301. Come Impeach 
Chris Hahnl 

TIRED OF REALITY, LIFE, AND SCHOOL? 
WARP (Wargamlng and Role-Playing 
Club) will hold a meeting Friday at SH207. 

WANT TO WORK for the Santo Domingo 
News? International summer )obs meeting 
on Monday, October 2 at 6:30 p.m In the 
Career Services Conference Room. 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS: Please 
check your mall boxes on 2nd floor of the 
Ley Student Center, Student Organiza-
tions Office. 

YURI IVANOVICH MANIN, Professor at 
Steklov Mathematical Sciences, USSR 
Academy of Sciences, wIN be giving five 
lectures Wednesday through Friday. Con-
tact the Math Department. 

MSCI223: Students should read Owl News 
Notes about procedures for this fall. 

Upcoming Career Services Workshlps: 
"Deciding on a Major and Career," Tues., 
10/3 at 7 p.m.; "Mock Interviews," Wed., 
10/4 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.; "Alternatives to 
Law, Business and Medical School," 
Thurs., 10/5 at 4 p.m. All workshops will be 
held In the Career Services Conference 
Room, 2nd Floor, RMC. 

FUSION/PROGRESSIVE rock band seeking 
guitarist. Must have excellent technical 
ability. Rob 522-9649. 

ATTENTION GRADUATE STUDENTS! Athletics 
Event Fee stickers are still available at the 
Cashier's Office. The $35.00 fee entitles 
you to student section seating at all five 
home football games and fifteen home 
basketball games. Spouses are also eli-
gible. Call the Athletic Ticket Office at 52 7-
4068 for more Information. GO OWLS 111 

30 and October 4-7 at 8 p.m. In Farnsworth 
Pavilion. Tickets are $4 and $6. For Info call 
527-4027. 

INTRAMURAL DEADUNES: Sept. 29 - men's 
racquetball, men's table tennis, men's 
college badminton, men's badminton, 
women's college racquetball. 

BE PART OF KINNERET, Houston's young 
adult Jewish singing group! Call Steve at 
791-1378 In the evenings. 

DO AN INTERNSHIP! For more Info call 
Lynne Seymour, Career Services, 527-
4055. 

SECOND ANNUAL MS FALL TOUR will be 
held on November 4. $12 registration fee. 
Call 526-8967. 

ATTENTION, MECHANICAL ENGINEERS: the 
next ASME meeting Is on Wed. October 4, 
at 12 noon In the Pub. 

WANT TO BE A PEER CAREER COUNSELOR? 
Call Lynne Seymour at 527-4055. 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR BILL HOBBY will 
discuss the future of abortion rights In 
Texas on Thursday, October 5, at 7:00 In 
Razor 110. Sponsored by the Rice Young 
Democrats. 

PRE-LAWSOCIETY MEETING, on October 3. 
at 7:00 p.m. In the Kyle Morrow Room. A 
Guest speaker wIN talk about law school. 

FOURTH ANNUAL FESTIVAL of the Rising Sun 
In the Village October 14 and 15. Contoct 
Kent Smith at 526-4799 for more Informa-
tion. 

ATTENTION PRE-LAW STUDENTS: Rice will 
host a law fair with 50 or so law school 
recruiters from throughout the U.S. on 
Monday, October9, from 11 a.m. to 3 p m. 
For more Info call 527-4998. 

SEASON OPENING: ROSENCRANTZ AND 
GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD. September 27-

HISPANIC HERITAGE SERIES 1989: On Wed 
nesday, October 4, "Trio Gltanerta," 7 
p.m., Grand Hall, Free. Thursday, October 
5, Alfredo Santos, TSU Grad. Student, Lec-
ture on "Hispanics In Houston: Perspec-
tives on Public Policy," 5 p.m. Miner 
Lounge. Friday, October 6, Bill Balleza 
Channel 2 newscaster, Lecture on "The 
Business of the News Business," 12 noon, 
Miner Lounge. Saturday, October 7, His 
panic Heritage Night, RMC Grand Hall, 7 
p.m. Features: Catered Mexican Dinner 
(Los Tlos Mexican Restaurant) and enter-
tainment that Includes Marlachl's, the 
"Ballet Folklorlco," Matachlnes from 
"Grupo Folklorlco Zapata," and "Aztec 
Dancers de Concheros". 9-1 a.m. DANCE 
with DJ Adrian Valdez. This entire evening 
of entertainment will only cost $4.00; tick-
ets available at the Oftlce of Minority Af-
fairs. For additional Information please 
contact: Octavla Escobar, Pres. HACER at 
520-0772 (1st) or Cathl Clack at 2&5-5124 
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Pitcher Party Every Thursday 
8:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m. 
Buy The Outback Bar pitcher for $5 and 
your first pitcher of draft beer or margaritas 
is free — refills of draft $2.25 and maggies $2.75 
every Thursday with your pitcher 
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THURSDAY 
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Houston's New Dance about 

Fun Food • Great Games • Dynamite Dance • No Cover Ever 

7707 Main at Braes^ood near the Texas Medical Center 
Tues. - Fri. 4 pm - 2 am Sat. & Sun* 8 pm - 2 am 

* Opens at 12 noon for Oiler home games 
21 and over 794-0819 
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TP W 15* 
JL A A Mum. No more LSAT, no more MCAT 
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ONLY 217 DAYS UNTIL GRADUATION! 
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September 2 9 

•incomplete deadline. 
•Jones/Brown TG. "No Red Hot Mood Lights, No Hot 
Dogs." 4 p.m. at the Fairy Fountain. 
•lovett Party. "GetcheroxoE" Bill and Ted's Excellent 
Adventure wWi be shows in the Lovett quad, from 9 to 
11 p.m. and from 11 p.m. to 1 am. Free admission. 
Free beer, cokes, and snacks. 
•Baker College Night 
• Rice Players present Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 
are Dead, through Saturday. Also, Oct 4 through 7. 
•To the people who make "life in Hell," 

Saturday, 
September 30 

•Rosh Hashanah. 
•OUTREACH DAY. 
• Football at Wake Forest 
• Men's Soccer vs. UT. 
•The Thresher vfou)d like to wish well 

Sunday, 
October 1 

•Pub opens at 1 p.m. for football and food. 
• Men's and Women's Soccer vs. SWT. 
• Hispanic Heritage Week, through October 7. 
• We hope they get better. 

Wednesday, 
October 4 

•Pub band. 
•Shcperd School presents pianist John Perry at the 
Wortham Center. $5/$2. 
•Volleyball vs. Baylor, 7:30. 
• Rice Players, through October 7. 
• And answer our letter. 

Thursday, 
October 5 

• Pub Night (a.k.a. a night of sticky hist). 
• Or else they can just go to Heck. 

Class of 1990 Rings Arrive Misclass 
President Rupp in his speech to the 
Founder's Club: 
"...and we've had mixed reviews of 
our Natural Science foundation 
course." 
Yeah, some say it sucks and some say 
it blows. 

Don't drop acid, take it pass/fail. 

What is the difference between 
Houston and yogurt? l* • 
Yogurt has an active, living culture. 

You can pick your friends, and you 
can pick your nose. But you can't 
wipe your friends on the furniture. 

From the Home Office on the Roof of 
Brown, Overlooking the Pool... 

The Top Ten Reasons Why Rupp 
Threw an Awesome Party Friday: 

lO.To mock the Backpage Editor 
who would have had to come stag. 
9. Desired to autograph copies of his 
new book. 
8.Wanted to show these Southern 
hicks how they do things up East 
7.Didn'twantto walk all the way over 
to Sid for the Beach Bash. 
6.His folks said he could have "a few" 
friends over while they were out of 
town. 
5.Wanted to make Malcolm Forbes' 
Seventieth Bash look like an episode 
of My Three Sons. 
4.Hey, if this Randy Quaid guy can do 
it... 
3.Had an extra million from the tu? 
tion hike to spend on cheese dip. 
2.Desired to autograph napkins for 
non-president friends. 
And the number one reason why 
Rupp threw an awesome party last 
Friday night... 
l.Give him a break, it was his birth-
day. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GEORGE! 

Three Reasons to Like Rice Men: 
1) They'll have a meaningful conver-
sation with you before trying to get 
into your pants. 
2) The 60 to 40 ratio. 
3) At least they're not stupid. 
On second thought... 

Definition of an alcoholic: 
Someone you don't like who drinks 
as much as you do. 

Overheard at Brown: 
"I don't believe in post-marital sex." 

How can you tell if your roommate is 
gay? 
His dick tastes like shit 

Three Reasons to Like Rice Women: 
1) Paper bags are cheap. 
2) Every girl looks good on her 
knees. 
3) 0 K, so there are only two reasons. 

The best argument for pro-choice: 
Being stuck on a plane with 12 
screaming babies. 

Captain Baker's Law of Combining 
Volumes: 
One mole punch plus two moles 
Everclear equals sixty-nine moles of 
happiness. 

Overheard at Will Rice: 
Q: Was it good for you? 
A Was what good for me? 

Overheard at the Sally Club: 
"You've only got one ball; 
you're no good to us." 

Sidget overheard at football game 
saying: 
"I have had pricks in my hair all day!" 

"You get the circular shaft every day 
in CIVI300." 

—Prof. Eddie Holt, 
CIVI 305 

From the Houston Chronicle. 
T h e only difference is Aggies are a 
lot smarter than members of Con-
gress." 

Overheard in the Pub's bathroom: 
"You only rent beer." 

What is the difference between 
Wiess College and Chemistry Lab? 
Nothing, they are both from Hell! 

Sophomore life sucks Classified Ads 

Overheard in Lovett Commons: 
Q: Do you suck toes? 
A Not in the commons. 

Overheard at Jones: 
"That's almost funny enough to 
make Misclass." 

HELP WANTED 
PAPT-TIME DATA ENTRY Responsible per-
son w/occountlng background for small 
manufacturing company; 24 hrs/wk; flex-
ible w/school hours (8:30-5); GallerkJ 
Area; Salary based on experience; send 
resume to P.O. Box 27701-440, Houston, 
77227-7701. 

good money, little time and moderate 
responsibility. Need student for distribu-
tion of monthly publication In West U./ 
RIce/Vlllage area. Call 523-6397. 

month Including utilities. Sale $73,000. 
520-1123. 

BABYSITTER WANTED; 2 nights per week, 7-
10 p.m. Hourty rate negotiable. Two chil-
dren (9&B) have strict 8:30 p.m. bedtime. 
Car preferred. West University. Call 665-
6089. 

MALE ROOMMATE WANTED for large re-
modeled 3 Bd/2.5 Ba two story house In 
Montrose. Terms flexible but must be 
clean, straight and able to pay $400/mo. 
(negotiable) Including bills. Central air, 
w/d, garage and more. 529-3933. 

MEDICAL CENTER CONDO FOR SALE. 
Cambridge Street off OST. 6 yr. old, well 
cared for. 2-2 1/2-2 story. 1305 sq. ft. FP, 
pool, carport, fans, chandelier, appli-
ances. $62,900. 713-795-4407. 

ONE BEDROOM WITH OWN BATH. In quiet, 
residential Bellalre home. Owner desires 
qualified student with good habits to share 
home. Furnished or unfurnished. No pets 
References required. $350/month. Call 
Rod 771-2011 or 432-1024 

PRE-MED STUDENT word processor-medl-
cal terminology a plus. Part-time. Hours 
flexible. Located across street from Rice 
University 100 Hermann Prol. Bldg. Hous-
ton, TX 77030 790-0540 Marge. 

PART TIME ACCOUNTING CLERK: Centrally 
located CPA firm; perform computer ap-
plications, file tax service, run errands, 
answer phone, and work with clients. Start 
Immediately. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Call 523-5739 for Terrl. 

WANTED: 2 afternoons and 2 evenings/ 
week of dependable, enthusiastic, and 
creative child care for boy, 6, and girl, 4. 
Live In or out. Base takuy $5/hour. Refer-
ences, driver's license required. Call Ann 
Lents, 523-1323. 

ON-CAMPUS JOB. Slide projectionist 
needed for Hart 415 (Italian Renaissance 
Art), Tues-Thurs 10:50-12:05. Leam while 
you earn. Needed ASAP. Call x4836 or 
come by 421 Sewall. 

GUITAR FOR SALE: Alvarez 5054 12 string 
with case. Spruce laminated top, rose-
wood back and sides, mahogany neck, 
rosewood trel board, ebony bridge with 
adjustable saddle, new tuners. Over $300 
new, asking $150. Debbie Huffman 523-
6735 (recorder). 

FUNDRAISER 
A FREE GIFT JUST FOR CALLING plus raise up 
to $1,700.00 In only ten dayslll Student 
group*, fraternities and sororities needed 
for marketing project on campus. For 
details plus a FREE GIFT, group officers call 
1 -800-950-8472, ext. 10. 

We would like to express our sincer-
est gratitude to the Rice Physical 
Plant for making sure that the side-
walks and the sides of the buildings 
are well watered. There is no pleas-
ure greater than that delightful sur-
prise we encounter whenever we are 
lucky enough to be hosed down on 
the way to class. Your program has 
been so successful, in fact, that we 
encourage you to consider watering 
the grass next time. 

—from an unsigned letter 
to the administration 

Hairivariation: A condition wherein a 
person's pubic hair does not match 
the hair on his or her head. 
i.e. Sidgets. 

The Twenty-Third Qualm: 
The professor is my quizmaster, I 
shall not flunk. 
He maketh me to enter the examina-
tion room; 
He leadeth me to an alternative seat; 
He restoreth my fears. 
Yea, though I know not the answers 
to those questions, the class average 
comforts me. 
I prepare my answers before me in 
the sight of my proctors. 
I anoint my exam paper with many 
figures. 
My time runneth out 
Surely my grades and examinations 
will follow all the days of my life, 
And I will dwell in this class forever. 

Do unto others...then split 
Also overheard at Jones: 
"Yeah, but only almost" 

NATIONWIDE SPORTS Is hiring m*n/ 
women for direct solicitation of local busi-
nesses. Flexible hours, hourty salary plus 
commission. For Interview call Amy at 
683-8000. 

WANTED: Experienced Tutors, all subjects, 
$10-$15/hr. Call for application 995-6500. 
A+ Tutors. 

GtfSSsy wAtt 

SUNDAY AND/OR WEDNESDAY coed soft-
ball league seeks teams or Individuals for 
southwest league. Shirts, equipment, tro-
phies provided. Basketball leagues seek 
teams or Individuals for Tuesday, Wednes-
day or Thursday evenings. For Information 
call 683-8000. 

SUNCHASE TOURS Is currently recruiting 
Campus Representatives to promote our 
Collegiate Winter Ski Trips & Spring Break 
Ski ft Beach Trips. Earn top commissions 
and free tripel CaH 1-800-321-5911 for 
additional Information Campus organi-
zations welcome! 

NATIONWIDE SPORTS Is hiring men/ 
women for scorekeeplng and reference 
positions for basketball and football 
leagues. Intramural experience preferred 
but not necessary. For more Information, 
call 683-8000. 

GUITAR PLAYER AND BASS PLAYER WANTED 
for local Rice rock band 'Just Add Water*. 
If Interested, call Jean-Pierre or Jordl at 
668-2597. 

FOR SALE 

HELP WANTED: Lots of Money, little time 
and no responsibility! O.K. How about 

FOR LEASE OR SALE. Beautiful 2-2 condo. 
Quiet, safe complex 200 yards from Rice 
Campus. Landscaped courtyard, pool, 
central a/h., balcony, more. Lease $800/ 

From the Thresher files... 
September 25,1963—"Jones College Cabinet voted unanimously to ac-
cept the present Jones curfew hours of 11:30 p.m. on weekdays and will 
not request an extension of hours to 12 o'clock to meet the new library 
hours." 

September 24, 1982—"While the Rice administration is afraid that a 
board program would make it easier for students to ignore the food 
service altogether on "bad' days, it also feels that the food service will 
be more responsive to the needs of students if the students have 
somewhere else to go." 

September 14,1984—"Ok, so we lost another football game. So what?" 

September 30, 1988—"In addition to a large carryover, the Senate 
projects $8,000 in advertising revenue from the student directory. Last 
year was the first time the SA was given the contract to produce the 
d irectory. The Senate made a profit of around $400 in advertising sales 
from the newcomers' Guide, produced by SA Internal Vice President 
Dennis Abbott." 
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