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Pitzer Capitulates On Speaker Ban 
A virtually complete endorse-

ment of the position taken by 
student organizations against 
the University's policies on free 
speech was communicated to the 
Student Association today by 
University President K. S. Pit-
zer. 

Dr. Pitzer's new position was 
expressed via a letter to Charles 
King, Chairman of the SA For-
um committee, which invites 
speakers from on campus to ad-
dress campus audiences. 

The President's letter accepts 
the proposals of the Forum 
Committee [Thresher February 
11] with a single modification 
which provides for referral of 
speakers not approved by the 
Dean of Students to the Faculty 
Committee on University Wel-
fare. 

Dr. Pitzer outlined his under-

standing of the new arrange-
ment under which outside speak-
ers may come to the campus as 
follows: 

"1. All funds for the operation 
of the Student Forum Commit-
tee shall be provided by the stu-
dents or by non-University 
sources. 

"2. The Student Forum Com-
mittee may use the funds to 
bring any speaker (to the cam-
pus, provided: 

9 The speaker is sched-
uled through the Dean of Stu-
dents and, in case of disagree-
ment between the Dean and the 
Student Forum Committee, is 
approved by the Faculty Com-
mittee on University Welfare; 

9 Adequate room is avail-
able for holding the forum with-
out disrupting the normal op-
erations of the University; 

% Orderly procedures are 
maintained at all times; 

% Where highly controver-
sial speakers are to appear, reg-
ular and orderly means are to be 
provided, under the direction of 
a senior faculty member, so 
that questions can be asked of 
the speakers by students and 
faculty members alike." 

President's Statement 
Dr. Pitzer prefaced his re-

marks on the new university 
policy on speakers with a gen-
eral discussion which stated that 
he expects the approval of 
speakers "will normally be a 
matter of routine." 

But should the Dean of Stu-
dents, with whom the names of 
speakers will be filed in the first 
instance, disapprove of the 
Choice, the speaker will be re-
ferred to the University Wei-
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Senate To Check 
Thresher Books, 
Forum Report 

Wednesday's Student Senate 
meeting will be a quiet one, SA 
President Bill Timme predicted 
in the wake of University Pres-
ident Pitzer's acceptance of the 
Senate demands on University 
speaker policy. 

Timme indicated tha t there 
is a general consensus among 
members of the Senate as well 
as Forum Committee members 
that the President's new posi-
tion adequately meets their re-
quests, which were strongly 
phrased in several recent com-
munications to the administra-
tion.* 

Besides a report from the 
Forum Chairman on Dr. Pit-
zer's action, the Senate will ex-
amine the audit conducted on 
the Thresher books over the 
past two weeks by Mr. Edward 
Summers of the Department of 
Economics & Business Admin-
istration. 

The audit was ordered by the 
Senate in the wake of accusa-
tions by the Thresher Editor 
that the first semester income 
statement was a "farce." 

The Senate will also receive 
a briefing from a representa-
tive of the Thresher on The 
Thresher Review, a supplement 
to the regular Thresher which 
is scheduled to appear March 4, 
April 1 and May 6. 

The chief business of the 
meeting will probably revolve 
around the upcoming blanket 
tax elections, in particular the 
one which may finance the For-
um Committee in the future. 

The Senate will also consider 
several proposed clarifications 
and changes in the Senate by-
laws governing financial af-
fairs of Rice's literary maga-
zine, Janus. 

AN EDITORIAL 

s4 tHMtcntactA fiiecedett 

President Pitzer's acceptance of demands by the 
SA and The Thresher as well as influential faculty 
members that the University abandon its intellectually 
untenable and absurd positions on the freedom of 
students to hear as well as to speak represents much 
more than a single concession on an isolated issue. 

For one, this is a precedent which definitely es-
tablishes as clear fact that students can "get things 
done" on an order of importance somewhat higher 
than resolutions on the methods of electing beauty 
queens and similar childish preoccupations of the 
typical sandbox-political "student government." 

For another, the President's about-face may lead 
to a more mature and fruitful relationship between 
Rice's associated students and the University. In par-
ticular this demonstration that the University can 
indeed change its mind—that the President did in 
fact admit that the policies he defined on two occa-
sions in the last few months were, in fact, not wise— 
is encouraging. 

The old policies are things of the past; the new 
constitute undeniable indications that Rice has the 
flexibility to pry itself loose from at least one of the 
potentially ruinous policies it has followed or is still 
following. 

f a r e Committee "and the decis-
ion of that committee will be 
f inal ." 

[The Welfare Committee is 
composed this semester of 
Drs. Read (Biology), Ror-
schach (Physics), Vandiver 
(History), and the Deans, and 
is chaired by Dr. Salsburg of 
t h e Chemistry Dept. The 
Chairmen next year will be 
Drs. Brothers (Economics) 
and Donoho (Physics).] 

Timme Informed 
In a letter received this morn-

ing by SA President Bill Tim-
me, Dr. Pitzer said, in response 
to the position taken by the Stu-
dent Senate regarding the now-
rescinded restrictive University 
speaker policy, that "I have ac-
cepted the proposal [by the SA 
demanding complete freedom of 
choice and unrestricted f ree 
speech] with a single modifica-
tion," referr ing to his decision 
that speakers would continue to 
be subject to the approval of 
some formal University body, 
now designated as the faculty-
elected University Welfai-e Com-
mittee. 

Dr. Pitzer approved of Tim-
me's proposal that the Forum 
be supported by non-University 
funds, possibly to be financed 
through a blanket tax increase. 
The Forum was formerly sup-
ported by a University subsidy 
of several thousand dollars per 
year. 

Supplants Others 
Today's statement replaces 

Free Speech: 
Faculty Influence 

The recasting of the Univer-
sity's position on outside speak-
ers which University President 
Pitzer accomplished this week 
represents an important shift in 
a long-standing University pol-
icy which always held practical 

working control 
News over most student 

organizations. Be-
Analysis f o r e t h j s w e e k , 

there was not a 
single instance from the past 
where a clear and well-defined 
student demand was articulated 
in positive fashion by the un> 
dergraduates and communicated 
to the administration in unmis-
takeably militant fashion. 

Although the issue took over 
a semester to come to a head, 
by last week the Student Asso-
ciation, both through the Sen-
ate and the Forum Committee, 
had taken a position at direct 
odds to the position of the Uni-
versity. The SA reinforced its 
determination by resolutions and 
statements which expressed its 
position without the usual ple-
thora of "respectfully suggests" 
which perenially infest student 
communications with the Uni-
versity. 

Defiance Rumored 
In this instance the Univer-

sity must have known the stu-
dents meant business. The sus-
picion around campus tha t fu r -
ther resistance by the Univer-
si ty would lead to authentic 
demonstrations against and de-
fiance of the University's uni-
versally-criticized p o l i c y on 

the President's statements of 
December 4 and January 8, in 
which he held tha t certain 
speakers should be excluded 
f rom on-campus speaking en-
gagements if the University 
found tha t they represented 
"subversive or conspiratorial" 
organizations or philosophies, 
or whose visit to the campus 
could be construed as an at-
tempt to "proselyte" ra ther than 
"engage in rational debate." 

SA President Bill Timme said 
today that he expects the pro-
visions regarding approval by 
the faculty committee on Uni-
versity Welfare to become a 
pro forma af fa i r intended to 
give respectability to the choices 
of student organizations than 
to serve as a working discrim-
inatory agent. 

Provision Meaningless 
Timme indicated that along 

these lines, the provision is, in 
practical terms, meaningless, al-
though the demand on principle 
that no speaker be subject to 
discrimination of any kind was 
not explicitly accepted. 

Forum Chairman King said he 
was prepared to call U.S. Com-
munist leader Gus Hall this 
week to make the engagement 
which was vetoed by the admin-
istration last semester. Vice-
chairman Ken Kennedy echoed 
King''s sentiments, t e rming- the 
new University policy "as'trom-
plete a victory as we hoped to 
achieve." —I IRK 

Was Decisive 
speakers undoubtedly reached 
the. higher echelons of the ad-
ministration in some form or 
other. 

But in the present turn of 
events, the unseen but effective 
force of the faculty was, with-
out doubt, decisive. The interest 
of the faculty in such a clear 
f ree speech denial case as was 
formerly enshrined in Univer-
sity Policy was, i t seems, 
brought to bear against the ad-
ministrations position. 

A A UP Important 
In particular the actions taken 

by the Rice chapter of the AA-
UP probably proved the most 
effective forum for the airing of 
faculty feelings in the whole 
area of speaker policy. 

Although the minutes of their 
meetings are not public, it is 
known tha t President Pitzer ap-
peared before them last week 
to discuss his position on speak-
ers. The temporal relation be-
tween the President's seance 
with the AAUP and his unex-
pected acceptance of the Stu-
dent Association's demands is 
too close to be dismissed lightly. 

Faculty influence, in short, 
probably proved decisive in pro-
ducing the President's retreat . 
Student pressures were obvious-
ly stronger than they have ever 
been. But the permanent influ-
ence of the faculty will always 
prove a greatly more powerful 
pressure than the ultimately 
transient influence of the under-
graduates.—HRK 
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