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Why History? 
Reflections for freshmen-
and, others, by Francis L. Loewenheim 

VOLUME 52—NO. 1 HOUSTON, TEXAS MONDAY, SEPT. 14, 1964 

About this issue... 
There is no news as such in this issue of the Thresher. 

Rather, an attempt was made to relate the paper exclusively to 
the situation of the Freshman class during the very important 
first week at Rice. 

The chief articles are those of three faculty members who 
were invited, toward the end of the summer, to contribute 
articles generally related to their fields for this special edition. 
We wish to extend our thanks to Professors Bourne, Loewen-
heim and 0'Grady, who performed brilliantly under a tight 
deadline. 

Elsewhere, Tom Schunior, President of Will Rice College, 
discusses some aspects of the College System on page four. 
The Thresher's Charles Demitz expounds his somewhat mystic 
weltanshauung on page seven. A course preview prepared by 
the staff of the Thresher begins on page nine, as well as a 

y discussion of college admissions, CEEB examinations and other 
questions, by the Thresher Associate Editor. 

The next regularly scheduled Thresher will appear Sept. 24, 
and will revert to the conventional format, with news, sports 
and other regular features.—Ed. 

In an age increasingly dominated 
by the progress of nuclear science, 
the achievements of space tech-
nology, and the marvels of automa-
tion of all kinds, entering univer-
sity students—and others also— 
might well ask why they should be 
expected to devote themselves with 
much care or concern to a subject 
which, to all intents and purposes, 
seems to have little use or rele-
vance for the world in which they 
expect to live. It is a good and per-
tinent question. It deserves to be 
answered, and I should like to sug-
gest some possible answers here. 

Let me say at the outset that 
I believe that history—our knowl-
edge and study of the past—is 
and must be something intensely 
personal, and that there may well 
be some historians, even some of 
my colleagues, who will disagree 
with what I have to say here. But 
I would hope that we could all 
agree upon the importance of his-
torical study, and upon the im-
portance of making it, in all pos-
sible ways, as meaningful as we 
can to all students of the past, 
young and old, beginner and grad-
uate. 

In answering the question— 
"Why history?"—perhaps the first 
thing for the historian to do is to 
avoid the pardonable temptation 
to claim too much for his subject. 

There is really no need for him 
to do so. Perhaps the second thing-

for him to do, therefore, is to stress 
the things that history cannot do 
—and cannot be expected to do. 
For instance: History will not save 
the world. A knowledge of the past 
will not make people richer or 
happier (it may, indeed, have a 
very depressing effect). It will not 
make them social successes. In 
short, it has really none of the 
obvious advantages of, say, the 
natural and biological sciences. 

More important yet, history is a 
cumulative, not a predictive, sub-
ject. History never repeats itself: 
only historians do. Moreover, his-
torians cannot recreate the past; 
they can only reconstruct it— 
something, very different. Finally, 
as in the case of the sciences 
(though for somewhat different 
reasons), some of its most import-
ant problems remain unanswered 
generations, even centuries, after 
the event. Why, for instance, the 
decline of the mighty Roman Em-
pire? Why the disintegration of 
Christian unity in the sixteenth 
century? Why the failure of the 
Western democracies to resist the 
Nazi tyranny until it was almost 
too late? It is not too much to 
say that we know a great deal 
more about all of these historic 
questions than was known at the 
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People go to college for many reasons. 

Some seek the degree as the passport to 
the comfortable status and income of the 
middle classes. Some are looking for social 
excitement and good connections. Others 
are after one of the trades commonly 
taught at the universities, such as histori-
cal research, bibliography or bridge-build-
ing. Yet others go because there is simply 
nothing else to do. Yet all claim to seek 
something called "an education." 

But the true ends sought by the 1.25 
million member Class of '68 could be sat-
isfied more simply and cheaply by other 
arrangements than those of the traditional 
university. 

For example, the would-be historians 
could pursue their craft at a Historical 
Institute in one part of the state, while the 
engineers, scientists and English majors 
could follow theirs at similar establish-
ments in other parts. Alternate routes 
could simply be found for the status and 
excitement seekers, while the undecided 
could remain that way. 

But by a fortuitous 'combination of his-
torical development and conscious if incon-
sistent purpose, the diverse branches of 
higher learning are customarily housed in 
one place, under a common code of behav-
iqj\ with a common heating plant, one 
football team and a single bookkeeping 
department. 

The beauty of this arrangement is not 
economic. The beauty lies ih the rather 
hazy realm of "education," which in our 
time has lost any specific denotation it 
may have had and has come to refer to 
virtually any sort of training, be it manual, 
secretarial or scholarly. 

The fact is, the term "education" in its 
pure sense cannot be rigorously defined, 
hence cannot be directly sought, regard-
less of the illusions of the class of '68. You 
will find no course entitled "Intellect 100— 
an Introduction to Intellectual Life and the 
Culture of the West" in the catalogue. 

Like the rest of the world, the universi-
ties don't know how to make an educated 
man, so they do the next best thing: they 
don't try, overtly at least. 

Yet the universities still manage to turn 
out a certain number of educated 'men 
each year, and the rest of society produces 
virtually none. So they miflst be doing 
something. And they are, in a way. 

The university does two things for its 
students which tend-to transform at least 
some of them from intelligent men to men 
of Intellect, from trained and knowledge-
able men into educated ones. 

The first is the easiest to see in action. 
It consists in teaching the students the 
shorthand of intelligent existence; how to 
read analytically, for example, or how to 
write cogently. Certain basic concepts of 
logic and logical method, in addition to 
such simple things as the use of a library 
catalogue, are other examples. 

The second is a much less concrete 
proposition. John Henry Newman called it 
"a pure and clear atmosphere of thought, 
which the student also breathes, though 
in his case he only pursues a few sciences 
out of the multitude." The university com-

munity is the one place in society where 
the only acknowledged value is t ru th ; it 
receives universal and unanimous lip-
service in the universities, and not a few 
actually use it as their practical guide. 

The practicing student member of such 
a community soon, in theory, comes to 
possess what Newman called the "philo-
sophic habit." A compound of any things, 
the chief marks of this "habit" are an 
expanded awareness of the world and ap-
preciation of its beauties, together with 
the ordinary habits of the educated— 
moderation, dispassionate judgment, con-
sidered action, accurate thought. 

Thus actively formed in certain of the 
habits of the educated, and exposed to the 
unique atmosphere of a university, the 
student perchance becomes educated. Like 
the oft-examined Bumblebee, whom all 
engineers know is incapable of flight, the 
university,' which obviously cannot edu-
cate, still manages to do so. 

But poorly. 
In our idealistic considerations of the education-

al powers of the American university, we have 
neglested the hordes of uneducated graduates 
the U.S. turns out yearly along with the others. 
For every educated man graduated, there are 

• probably a dozen footnote-collectors, status-seek-
ers and outright lowbrows in the graduation 
line. 

Holding a college degree, from Rice Univer-
sity or elsewhere, guarantees you nothing. And 
for the great majori ty of graduates, the degree 
means little more than a certificate of mental 
competence. 

For the intellectual impress of the American 
university on its students is notoriously shallow. 
Studies have shown that the chief permanent 
effects of university training on the majority of 
grads consists of a more refined set of prejudices 
plus a tepid toleration of ideas and those who 
have them. 

And for all their high-powered College Board 
scores, Rice graduates and students do not seem 
to depart much from the dreary national pattern. 

It is by no means certain, that in coming to a 
university you will manage to get an education. 
You may handle your grades well, and learn 
the craft of researcher or bookkeeper to a fine 
point. But you could leave the university as 
intellectually innocent as you arrived without 
having neglected a single curriculum requirement. 

If you want an education, you will have to go 
out of your way to get it. 

Avoid the company of your fellows, and you 
may find yourself cut off from the academic 
community, such as it is at Rice. Tailor your 
course load to all "crips" (and this can be 
arranged at Rice as well as anywhere else) and 
you may never reach the threshold of education. 
Abandon all goals but The Grade and you have 
sold your birthright. 

Seek out the serious* people, the great books, 
the discriminating magazines; seek out the 
places where the Great Issues as well as the 

"small ones are fair conversational game. They 
will not be hard to recognize, if you take the 
trouble to look. 

* * # 

The personification of failure at college is 
not the flunkout who sprouts a beard and 
scribbles bad novels irt the da£k of night. The 
ultimate failure is represented by the legions 
of clean-shaven, clean-living graduates who re-
join society without anything to add to it but 
marketable skill. The permanently narrowed 
horizons of the grad are a subject of concern; 
the loss to a society which seems permanently 
on the brink of intellactual starvation is im-
measurable. 
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Through The Looking Glass 
A SMALL SELECTION OF RICE HOMILIES 

? DISCIPLINE AND HOW TO AVOID IT 
i | At Rice, most disciplinary cases are handled through 
?:*; student courts whose jurisdiction covers the colleges which 
|:| select them and then some. Final appeal is to and ultimate 
| authority is vested in the Deans of Students and the Uni-
| versity President. 

•' Rice has no exhaustive formal code of offenses and no 
table of prescribed punishments. In addition to the University 

If and College rules which you have heard or read, it is safe 
to assume that any offense against the criminal laws of the 

• State of Texas will also be treated as being against the 
! peace and honor of Rice University. 

Rice's Riot Act—two or more students gathered to-
ll gether in one place may be construed as civil disobedience— 

: and its general amenities clause—any conduct unbecoming 
| | a gentleman is surely unbecoming a Rice man—are seldom 
§f used but still on the books. 

As indicated by the presence of student courts and the 
m. Honor Cuoncil, discipline is generally regarded as the stu-
ff dent's responsibility, but the University Administraton has 

the power of veto and mandamus, and it Ihas been known 
• to use them. 
| CLASS ATTENDANCE 

Class attendance policy is set by the individual in-
II structor and varies from course to course. Many students 
II come to feel that no class is uncuttable and that all are so 

designed that they are impossible to meet with regularity. 
An evening class is inconvenient, a one o'clock too soon 

| | after lunch and any class before noon unthinkable. 
Many Rice professors are eager to make contact with 

| their students outside of class and most who are are worth 
the effort. They should be sought in their offices, over 

in coffee, at lunch in the commons, or in the middle of the 
| | academic quadrangle. No matter how forbidding his appear-
§| ance in class, no instructor should be regarded as inacessible 
!! until he is approached, and none who are accessible should 
f! be ignored. 
| THE VANISHING FRESHMAN 

Beanies may be a nuisance and name tags an incon-
| venience, but both will disappear with the turkey dressing 
§| and the tags are more boon than bother. Otherwise, there is 
.1 little enough to differentiate the freshman, from his betters, 

If and that little is being eroded willingly enough by the 
II upperclassmen. 

Vestiges of class government remain, and each of you 
will keep a fairly accurate running assessment of your 

: position on the road to a degree, but class attachment should 
| | not concern: you much. It will concern almost no one else. 

Your colleges will make every effort to bring you into 
|1 contact with those who have been your way before. The 
i! sophomores and seniors you meet during the special fresh-
•: man programs will still live in the same college when the 

activities are over. They will always speak if spoken to, even 
;;; to a frsehman. 
| BOOKS AND THEIR HIDING PLACES 

Books are to be found in the Library, in the Campus 
| Store, in student's bookshelves and on their desks, in de-
. creasing order of frequency. Also magazines and newspapers. 

Reading some of each regularly will repay the effort. Most 
who gain Rice admission are presumably able to do so, but 

|i the evidence from their performance is inconclusive. 
The Library gets crowded around finals, so you are 

; advised to come early in the semester and avoid the rush. 
Books can be purchased as well as borrowed and a good 

I collection will impress your friends now and be a joy forever. 
|§ The Campus Store is long on textbooks and getting 
| | longer in other categories; anything you request will be 
| | ordered. , 
| | The store also stocks air mail copies of the New York 
| Times at a special student's price as well as a small selection 
ii| of magazines. 
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an onion 
By GERALD O'GRADY 

My essay may be more easily 
read if I explain the genesis 
of its two parts. Asked to dis-
cuss how literature works, I 
found myself drawn to what i t 
says. Although, a t f i rs t , I was 
imaware of it, this led me to 
discusi the two elements of a 
literary work, its form and its 
content. ' t 

In retrospect, I can see that 
this was the natural result of 
my dtteniptin& io discuss two 
termfi which freshmen Usually 
find difficult to grasp, symbol 

and myth. Finally, since i t is 
the business of every discourse 
in the humanities to define man, 
this accounts fo r my concern 
with the problems of identity 

arid nothingness i n , both parts, 
and explains my title. 
I. HOW-FORM-SYMBOL 

Perhaps the most widely 
accepted definition of man 
among those doing creative 
work in the humanities and so-
cial sciences is tha t of symbol-
maker. Etymologically a com-
bination of the Green s y m + 
ballein, symbol means "to throw 

with," and the best brief de-
finition seems that of the 
Chicago architect, Louis Sulli-
van, who called it "a snowball 
with a rock in it ." 

What Sullivan did was to per-
ceive the relationship between 
the idea of a process (throw 
with) and a concrete object 
which embodied it (snowball 
cum rock) and to link them up; 
and this points to the fac t tha t 
symbol-making d e p e n d s on 
man's ability 'to p e r c e i v e 
similarities among dissimilars" 
(Aristotle), to select or abstract 

BY HENRY C. BOURNE 

When firit we Hhian to build, we first 

survey the plot, then draw th& model . . . 

Shakespiare 

Science and engineering have changed consider-
ably in content arid application Since the time of 
William Shakespeare. However, a Symbolic inter-
pretation of the above quotatidn does not miss 
the mark by very much, although many of my 
good friends still naively insist, consciously or 
subconsciously, on a literal interpretation. 

It is the purpose of this article to discuss some 
aspects of the meaning of modern science and 
engineering from the viewpoint of a university 
education and a career. Although this article is 
addressed chiefly to the potential science-engineer-

ing major, it will also be clear that the humanities 
major, student or professor, can no longer afford 
the luxury of only a rudimentary knowledge of 
modern science and engineering. 

Don't Confuse The Two 
First, let there be no mistake. Science and 

engineering are different. Considerable editorial 
forcing and some desperation was necessary be-
fore surrendering to the above title. Usually in 
articles with similar titles, the virtues of one are 
built on the neck of the other. We shall try to be 
f a i r although a little bias is sometimes interest-
ing. 

Traditionally, science is concerned with the 
gathering of information about nature and 'the 
physical world. The scientist is interested in the 
information for its own sake. He studies events 
in the physical world, either in his own laboratory 
if possible or in nature's laboratory if not, in 
order to determine the conditions and forces that 
are important to the event. His questions involve 
the fundamental ingredients necessary in order 
to make the event repeat. 

When he is reasonably sure that all of the im-
portant inter-relationships have been ascertained, 
he constructs a theory. Facts are discovered and 
theory explains. If material objects are involved, 
it is for the sake of the theory and not theory for 
the sake of manipulating objects. Knowledge to 
the scientist is the power to predict the behavior 
of the physical world. 

However, because the scientist is concerned with 
events in nature, it does not necessarily mean 
tha t he is materialistic. He is primarily concerned 
with ideas. The construction of a theory to ex-
plain the nature of light or of the atomic nucleus 
is just as creative and aesthetic an endeavor as 
the composition of a sonnet or the painting of a 
picture. 

How Do They Differ? 
How does the engineer differ from the scientist ? 

I t has been said that the engineer's problems are 
inexorable. He recognizes them as such and there-
in lies his challenge. The engineer must solve the 

problem that society presents, and some solution 
he must have, if only approximate. 

The physicist might study stress-strain relation-
ships in an exceedingly simple shape tailored to 
his needs. The engineer is apt to be presented with 
a more pratical but practically intractable shape. 
The chemist may study the construction of a few 
molecules under ideal laboratory conditions. The 
engineer is more apt to be faced with the design 
and construction of a process to produce economic-
ally large quantities of a given chemical in an 
environment of many unknown factors. 

One is concerned with the detailed behavior of 
electrons in a very pure semiconductor. The other 
is concerned with the design of a device to con-
trol a kilowatt of power in a cubic centimeter of 
space. One is concerned with the behavior of par-
ticles in the Van Allen belt and the other is con-
cerned with the design of the optimum system 
with which to take measurements required. 

In the words of Gordon Brown, "Engineering 
is not merely knowing and being knowledgeable, 
like a walking encyclopedia; engineering is not 
merely analysis; engineering is not merely the 
capacity to get elegant solutions to nonexistent 
engineering problems; engineering is practicing 
the a r t of the organized forcing of technological 
change, and this is something very different. '1 

At The Highest Levels 
At its highest level, then, engineering is the 

creative translation of ideas into, devices and 
systems for the benefit of mankind. At lower 
levels mankind becomes wife and children, em-
ployer, or self. In any case the key words, as 
with the scientist, are creative and ideas. Al-
though the eugineer deals with the physical world, 
it is the creative and imaginative application of 
knowledge which is the essense of good engi-
neering. Hopefully the results of such application 
will be as useful as a learned tome on the eco-
nomic history of Iceland 1910-1912. 

The fairly long definitions above are probably 
worthwhile in view of the obvious confusion that 
exists" not only in the minds of the public but 
specifically in the minds of students seeking an 
education and a career. 

Certainly the confusion among students is evi-
denced by wide fluctuations in enrollments and 
numerous interdepartmental transfers. Certainly 
confusion in the public mind is evidenced by the 
blame attached to scientists when « satellite fails 
to orbit. The blame is sometimes justified be-
cause it has often been the childish engineering of 
scientists which caused the failure. 

This situation in turn has been caused by the 
failure of universities to provide enough properly 
educated engineers. It is somewhat involved. John 
Dunning has warned that any engineer who for-
gets his unique metier in the envious desire to 
become a savant has" abandoned a great profes-
sion and joined what has been called the oldest 

(Continued on Page 5) 

them from their contexts, and 
to associate them. Symboiization 
—abstraction and association— 
is the process by which we 
formulate our experience of the 
world, whether it be the inter-
action of physical elements or 
the conflict of human motiva-
tions. 

Language Is Symbol 

Despite a persistent popular 
(and occasionally academic) be-
lief to the contrary, mosit re-
searchers now recognize that 
language, too, is a unique attri-
bute of man, what biologists 
call a species-specific form of 
behavior. This recognition sub-
stantiates! the definition of man 
as symbol-maker, b e c a u s e 
language is fundamentally a 
symbolic process. The meanings 
of the spoken sounds or writ-
ten markings which we call 
language are dependent upon 
our accepting their logically 
arbitrary but culturally de-
termined associations with re-
ferents in our world of things. 

To oversimplify for the mo-
ment, words are the sounds of 
things!. The little noises which 
words physically are bestow a 
conceptual identity on the things 
they signify; and it is this 
identifying, this abstracting and 
naming of an object, event, 
quality, relation, or what not 
from the total f lux of existence 
around us, which not only per-
mits, but prompts or even forces 
us to control this experience 
and to communicate it to each 
other. 

The Foaming Cleanser 

This process of symboiization, 
as it applies to how language 
and literature operate, can be 
illustrated, first, on a very 
simple basis, arising from the 
physiology of articulation and 
dealing with the naming of 
kitchen cleansers, and, second, 
on a much more complex level, 
arising from our total experi-
ence of life and dealing with an 
extended and involved literary 
work. 

Ajax, the cleanser, depends 
for its appeal on what some 
persist in calling a "subliminal 
persuasion," but what a little 
analysis reveals as a simple 
process of abstraction and asso-
ciation, -that is, symboiization. 
What we do, I think, is abstract 
the harsh, grating " j" and "x" 
sounds fromi Ajax and associate 
them with the sounds generated 
by its frictional cleansing pro-
cess, abstracting this aspect, 
function, from A j ax's appear-
ance, color, smell and other 
qualities. 

We do the same, it appears, 

with its competitor, Spic and 
Span, abstracting the sibilants 
(si) and the labial explosives 
(p), and associating them with 
the swishing and swabbing 
heard in the product's use. I t 
is also possible that we asso-
ciate the clipped precision of 
articulation and the metallic 
ring of the nasal in "Span" 
with the quality of neatness or 
cleanliness itself. The very 
movements! which our mouths 
go through in pronouncing the 
names of these products draw 
our attention to the services 
they perform for us. 

Doctor Zhivago 

My second example, while 
more complex, is less dependent 
than was the f i rs t on what may 
have seemed rather subjective 
associations. Boris Pasternak's 
"Doctor Zhivago" has been 
wrongly interpreted by the 
majority of reviewers, I think, 
as a book whose meaning is 
primarily political and his-
torical. If properly read by 
abstracting the unifying note 
of its central character's shift-
ing social roles, we can see 
that it is really a consciously 
artistic shaping of our total 
life experience. 

His name, Zhivago, is Rus-
sian for life, and he is not only 
a doctor whose business it is to 
keep the body alive, but a poet 
bent on recording and preserv-
ing th6 life of the1 spirit. Dur-
ing the period of his retreat 
from Moscow, he is a farmer 
who brings forth life from the 
soil; most importantly of all, 
he is the progenitor of human 
life, siring children by three 
different women who together 
represent the varying social 
classes of his mother Russia. 

The repetitive imagery of 
flowing water and flowering 
trees, a lyrical paean to cos-
mic life, we abstract it and 
associate it with the roles of 
the hero, provides a final clue 
that the novel is properly 
named. 

Kenneth Burke 

It might be well, in this con-
nection, to mention Kenneth 
Burke's proposal that language 
be viewed, not directly in terms 
of word-tl\ing relationship, but 
roundabout, by thinking of 
speech as the "naming" of com-
ple non-verbal situations, some-
what as the title of a novel does 
not really name one object, but 
sums up the vast complexity of 
elements that compose that 
novel, giving it its character, 
essence, or general drift. 

The title "Doctor Zhivago" is 
a perfect illustration of this 

(Continued on Page 6) 

'..'I 

T H E C O N T R I B U T O R S 

DR. BOURNE is professor of Electrical Engineering and 
chairman of the Department. Prior to coming io Rice in 1963, 
he served on the faculties at MIT and California. He was an NSF 
Faculty Fellow for research in 1960-61. He has contributed to 
several learned journals, and serves as a consultant to several* 
companies in electronic devices and control systems research. 

DR. LOEWENHEIM, Associate Professor of History, 
formerly taught at Princeton and has been a member of the Rice 
faculty since 1959. He ivas collaborating editor (with W. H. 
Nelson) of Theory and Practice in American Politics, recently 
published by the University of Chicago Press. His new book, Hitler, 
Chamberlain and the Munich Crisis, will be published this fall by 
Houghton Mifflin. 

DR. O'GRADY teaches English 100 and assists in counsel-
ing at Baker College. 
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A N D L O A N A S S O C I A T I O N 

Home Office—2500 Dunstan (in the Village)-Houston 
Branch: 5225 Bellaire Blvd. 

Branch: 204 N. Main, Conroe 
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WILL RICE PRESIDENT 

'Exchange ignorance for concern' 
"The real meaning of our 

part, as a College, in educa-
tional concerns and efforts, 
lies in a new direction, a bet-
ter opportunity for the indi-
vidual student: that he should 
realize that four years of his 
life are what is involved in 
his attitudes and concerns 
here; that he should bring his 
intelligence to bear on the 
questions of the program to 
which he is submitted and the 
approach he is taking to his 
work; that he should shake 
his intellectual capabilities 
free of segmentation into 
numbered courses and seek an 
education deliberately; and 
that he should extend his at-
tention to the realities of his 
nation and world and 011 these 
matters exchange ignorance 
for concern." 

This excerpt from the 1960 
College Day speech of Will Rice 
president Carruth McGehee is 
probably as concise a statement 
of your position as a student 
and the area of the college's pri-
mary concern as you are likely 
to find. The ways in which the 
college assists its members in 
these basic concerns are as var-
ied as the activities of daily 
life. 

They range from simple op-
portunities for conversation .0 
complicated and expensive con-
struction projects; they include 
speaker programs and sympo-
sia, libraries and magazine sub-
scriptions, and more intangibly, 
an atmosphere that encourages 
the upperclassmen to assist the 
freshmen in beginning their 
work, accepting them as equals 
in a single community rather-
than separating them into a 
subculture of their own. 

Each Different 
During this week of orienta-

tion you should be sure to fa-
miliarize yourself with the pro-
grams and facilities of your 
college; they are different in 
each college and I could hardly 
do justice to them here. 

This concept of the college is 
a fairly recent thing. The col-
lege system was established 
eight years ago, largely because 
of a residence shortage and riot-
ous conditions within the dorms. 

But the stodent-faculty group 
which spent two years planning 
it also had a genuine desire to 
create a system that would give 
Rice undergraduates a chance 
for a sounder education, one 
that was not entirely confined 
by the classroom walls. Their 
1956 report, which your college 
library should have, is worth 
your reading. 

Parties Popular 
But only by talking to some 

of the early members can you 
learn 'much about the f i rs t few 
years of the system. The in-
itial reception of the system 
was largely unenthusiastic; it 
was widely viewed as little 
more than the administration's 
latest disciplinary tool. 

The colleges gained their f irst 
real popular support- for the 
parties which they were able to 
produce. For several years, such 
status distinctions as existed be-
tween the colleges were based 
primarily on the splendor and 

imagination of their social 
events. 
^In retrospect, the first four 
years of the college system t 

served to "allow for the depar-
ture of the old 'Institute men'," 
as one blunt observer put it. 

It was at this point, midway 
in the history of the College 
System, that the 1960 Col-
lege Day speech pointed the 
way to the new role of the col-
leges. 

So far , this account of the 
colleges has neglected what 
some students regard as their 
most important characteristic: 
that they are not impersonal 
organizations devoted to certain 
educational goals, but true and 
meaningful communities. But 
the nature of those communities 
is an often-misunderstood thing; 
to be sure, it is still in a state 
of flux. 

Prideful Conviction 
The pride that the members 

have in their college is not a 
superficial thing aroused by 
fraternity-like rah-rah and sa-
cred tradition. Rather, it re-
flects their conviction (often an 
unconscious thing, taken for 
granted) that in playing their 
part as members of the com-
munity, f a r from sacrificing 
their individuality to a group 
image, they are encouraged to 
be their true selves, to take ac-
tion toward the goals they con-
sider most basic. 

The college should be a place 
Avhere a student seriously seek-
ing knowledge can feel at home. 
(You may know better what this 
means if you no longer feel at 
home in your parents' house^ if 
in that house the idea of ac-
quiring an education is equated 
with training for a job.) 

Common Bond 
This is not to say that life 

in the colleges is all work and 
no play. On the contrary, the re-
creational programs of the col-
lege are a great success; the 
seemingly boundless enthusiasm 
shown for its intramural teams,. 
its chorus, its beer-bike teams, 
and its general daily life dem-
onstrates the powerful common 
bond between its members. 

This common bond is the ba-
sis for the college's attitude to-
ward conduct, rules, and regula-
tions. Mutual respect and con-
sideration are the fundamental 
guide for behavior; indeed, in 
some colleges they constitute 
practically the only written 
rule. 

Spirit of Law 
When this approach is ac-

cepted with mature responsibil-
ity, it provides an orderly com-
munity life with a minimum of 
formal rules, regulations, and 
judicial proceedings. But it can 
also lead to a quagmire of mis-
understanding if it is received 
with an overly-legalistic atti-
tude, for the spirit of the law 
is usually f a r more important 
than the letter. 

It also bogs down if neighbors 
in the college see little in com-
mon between "them, or if over-
ly-zealous members mistakenly 
take an affront to their own 
heightened sensitivities to be a 

violation of other people's 
rights. 

Freshman Role 
And it also depends on a pa-

tient and understanding atti-
tude on the part of the col-
lege's appointed adult leaders— 
an attitude which, fortunately 
for the college system, has so 
far encQuraged the growth of 
mature college members. For if 
the students feel confronted by 
a continuation of parental au-
thority, they will respond by 
remaining children. 

There is basic agreement be-
tween the colleges on the role 
of the freshmen within the col-
lege; that is, that there should 
be no special s tatus for fresh-
men. The idea of an all-em-
bracing community is incompat-
ible with any class distinc-
tions. But some of the colleges 
withhold full equality of rights 
and privileges until the end of 
a period of ritual ordeal and 
testing, others grant it right 
from the first. 

Long Debate 
But this is not the place to 

continue the years-old debate 
about the Will Rice approach to 
orientation; your orientation 
leaders are certainly ready to 
fill you in on the details. 

If you like, you could further 
inform yourself by reading Sep-
tember and October issues of 
the Thresher for several years 
previous; your college libraries 
should have them. We intend to 
waste no time going over this 
old ground again this year. 

It is inevitable that a short 
article like this must distort 
what is a complicated situation. 
Events in constant flux appear 
resolved and static; hotly-con-
tested attitudes seem like a con-
sensus; personal opinion is mis-
taken for accepted fact. 

Voice Opinions 
I hope you will give serious 

consideration to what your col-
(Continued on Page 5) 

FROM MUD YOU CAME—Evolution of Freshman Orientation 
at Rice has come a long way in the University's history, but, it 
still features; the annual mud-and-oil bath known as the Greased 
Pole Climb—with or without helicopters. 

Few Remnants Left Of Old Hazing 
Beanies and polar bear races 

may be bothersome, but fresh-
man hazing at Rice is a f a r cry 
from the "good old days." Long 
established traditions like grab-
ging freshmen as they complet-
ed registration were beaten 
down only af ter years of ad-
ministrative effort . 

The result of such activities 
is recorded in a 1928 Thresher 
report of a $50,000 lawsuit in-
stigated by a former student 
who was permanently disabled 
after being "unlawfully assault-
ed." The Trustees announced 
that they were not liable be-
cause of rules against such 
practices. 

For years the administration 
continued to issue protests and 

ultimatums against hazing, but 
an effective crackdown did not 
come until 1956 as a result of 
the death of two students in the 
old Campanile tower. / 

The slime parade, greased 
pole climb, and homage to Sam-
my are the principal remnants 
of traditional freshman activi-
ties. Last year even the greased 
pole climb lost its traditional 
form when Hanszen freshmen 
rented a helicopter to recover 
the beanie atop the pole. 

Eighty-nine freshmen con-
tributed a dollar apiece for a 
"beer party" and kept the secret 
for a week so that Life, the 
Chronicle, and the Post could 
record the outwitting of Hans-
zen's sophomores. 
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Features Infonnation, Stimulation 
~ By JIM ZUMWALT 

Rice orientations are better 
than ever, or at least less pain-
ful. In the 1959 matriculation 
address freshmen were told that 
"Ten per cent of you will be in 
the lowest ten per cent of your 
class." A change in attitude is 
obvious in President Pitzer's 
letter of greeting to last year's 
freshmen: "You are all at one 
point or another along the road 
toward a broad command of the 
intellectual experience accumu-
lated by the human race over 
many generations." 

This year incoming B a k e r 
freshmen are a s s u r e d that 
"Mentors are good for all kinds 
of things: we can lend you mon-
ey, or cars, and if the moon is 
in the right quarter, we might 
even be able to get you a date 
out of the mystic M a s t e r 
out of the Mystic M a s t e r 

Change Emphasis 
Behind this superficial collec-

tion of quotations there rests a 
significant change in the Rice 
philosophy of orientation. For 
years freshmen could anticipate 
only a rigorous "math refresh-
er" course in algebra or trig-
onometry during their first 
week at Rice. 

The mathematics course often 
saddled students with homework 
burdens of 100 problems each 
night. To supplement their ma-
thematical preparations, frosh 
were assigned a novel, which 
one 1959 freshman said was 
chosen more for its length than 
its literary quality. 

Celebrate With Math 
No parties or mixers of. any 

type were scheduled until Satur-
day afternoon when the fresh-
man picnic annually followed 
the morning's entertainment: a 
math exam and an English 
theme. 

The Class of 1964 with the 
backing of the Student Senate 
initiated the proposal for re-
orienting orientation week. The 
Senate established a committee 
in 1960-61 to analyze the old 
method of introducing freshmen 
to the campus and the commit-
tee concluded that "freshmen 
were led to feel that Rice is a 
cold, impersonal place with little 
concern for its students. 

The old Freshman Week, it 
was felt, made the adjustment 
to college life more difficult by 
instilling the feelings of confu-
sion and discouragement in the 
students. 

Refresher Scuttled 
By May 1961 the University 

agreed? to scuttle the math re-
fresher program, and the Class 
of 1965 was greeted with an 
orientation program similar to 
the present one. 

The only truly taxing lessons 
to be endured by this year's 
freshmen are the instructions 
on waiting tables. All other ac-
tivities can be classified as pain-

less ceremonies, presentations of 
useful information, intellectual 
stimulation, or unadulterated 
fun. o 

During the four midweek 
mornings the freshmen will hear 
and then discuss lectures by 
Dr. Alan Grob of the English 
department; Dr. Paul Paslay, 
Professor of Mechanical Engi-
neering; Dr. Clark Read of the 
Biology department; and Mr. 
Jasper Rose, visiting professor 
in fine arts. 

Jones Mixers 
In addition to mixers with 

Jones, each men's college has 
planned recreational events. Ba-
ker frosh will watch the Colts 
and Phillies play. Hanszen is 
going to the theater to see the 
Music Man. Weiss has planned a 
mixer with Bellaire High School 
girls and Will Rice freshmen 
get a beach party. 

Although there are no drastic 
changes from last year's orien-
tation schedule, each college is 
'trying to improve its program. 
Baker prepared a college hand-
book for the freshmen. 

Will Rice divided its incom-
ing freshmen into groups room-
ing in the same part of the 
dorm. The leaders of each of 
these groups made autonomous 
decisions in choosing reading 
material for discussion. 

Tours Omitted 
In general the trend in Rice 

orientation is to spend less time 
lecturing the student yet to help 
him discover the campus, its 
challenges, and its activities on 
his own. In this vein some of 
the colleges have omitted the 
customary tours of the campus 
and city. 

SCHUNlbR-
(Continued from Page 4) 

lege's leaders have to say about 
the points this article has raised. 
It is not too soon even now for 
you to study your college's sit-
uation and make your opinions 
heard. 

You are in an enviable po-
sition. When this year's sen-
iors came to Rice, they entered 
colleges only beginning to take 
action on a new idea for the 
colleges. 

You now have the advantage 
gained by many hours of work 
on construction projects, sym-
posia, educational studies, ancl 
organizational procedures. For 
the first time, you can look for-
ward to the possibility of ade-
quate financing for your plans. 
(Do you know how much mon-
ey Wiess college raised last 
year?- You should ask some 
one.) 

The next few years „ will go 
by so fast that you will look 
back in amazement; and* then, 
everything will be up to you. 

—TOM SCHUNIOR 

Enjoy Pocket Billiards, Snooker, Regular Billiards, Your 
Favorite Food, Refreshments, Best in Stereo Music at . . . 

(Continued from Page 3) 
profession, and he will not pros-
per even in that. 

If engineers do not aggres-
sively claim the positions of 
leadership ̂  in our nuclear and 
space age—in which a mastery 
of the arts of systems design 
is needed, this nation will pay 
an intolerable price for ama-
teur improvisation. With some 
imagination the warning may 
be paraphrased to apply to sci-
entists. 

However, n e i t h e r warning 
should preclude the possibility 
that really first-rate . men in 
both science and engineering are 
very often neither pure scien-
tists nor pure engineers. 

Alfred North Whitehead says 
that the justification for a uni-
versity is that it preserves the 
connection between knowledge 
and the zest of life by uniting 
the young and the old in the 
imaginative consideration of 
learning. The university imparts 
information, but it imparts it 
imaginatively. At least, this is 
the function which it should per-
form for society. 

A university which fails in 
this respect has no reason for 
existence. This atmosphere of 
excitement, arising from imag-
inative consideariton, trans-
forms knowledge. 

Do They Belong? 
The task of a university is to 

weld together imagination and 
experience. Although implied, 
we might also add that the uni-
versity is further charged to be 
the leader in the creation of new 
knowledge. Does science and en-
gineering be'o.ig on the univer-
sity campus? This question is 
not asked very often of science 
these days, although many on 
the campus pay little attention 
to its existence. 

Science has probably become 
nominally accepted since its cool 
reception in the 19th century 
English universities. The tol-
eration of engineering is of 
more recent origin. 

The Real Answers 
In any case, the question is 

a valid one and the answer does 
not lie in the percentage of the 
national budget devoted to en-
gineering problems no* to the 
fact that technology is a dom-
inating factor in our time. The 
real answers lie somewhere in 
the definition of true science 

and engineering education, its 
meaning, purpose, and contribu-
tion to the creative understand-
ing and the creative change of 
the environment in which we 
live. 

Although volumes might be 
said, it is hoped that our con-
ception of science, engineering, 
and the. university are compati-
ble. Certainly there is no more 
excuse for the scientist and en-
gineer to have the most naive 
concepts of history or theology 
than it is for the historian or 
the writer to have the most 
naive concepts concerning the 
structure of the universe or how 
we are going to feed the world's 
population in forty years. On 
some university campuses, the 
only true liberal education is to 
be found in the College of En-
gineering. 

A specific word to the young 
ladies is probably also in order. 
With less and less emphasis in 
engineering on field work and 
the test floor, and the increased 
emphasis given to the develop-
ment of concepts and ideas, 
more women will find engineer-
ing as a proper outlet for their 
creative energies. 

Women In Engineering 
Research in the areas of sys-

tems engineering, applied math-
ematics, computer science, and 
solid-state and physical elec-
tronics present particularly at-
tractive opportunities. We would 
like to welcome you not only 
because a bit of feminine pul-
chritude improves almost any 
situation but because we believe 
that a real and possibly unique 
contribution might result. 

Much publicity has been given 
periodically first to the short-
age and then a few years later 
to the oversupply of scientists 
and engineers. However, there 
will never be an oversupply of 

the type of scientist and engi-
neer which is inherent in the 
description here and which we 
are Concerned with educating. 

Always An Undersupply 
In fact, it is safe to say that 

there will always be a shortage 
of truly educated men. If you 
insist on becoming a scientist 
or engineer for more mundane 
reasons, then by all means begin 
your education during the peak 
of a so-called period of over-
supply. Your timing will be just 
about right. 

Of all the scientists and engi-
neei-s who have been educated, 
90% are alive today. We live in 
an age when the advances in 
science and engineei-ing can only 
be described in explosive terms. 
We are moving' into new fields 
and problems present them-
selves in which past solutions 
are of little help. The education 
of scientists and engineers must 
change as rapidly. 

The most discernible chax--
acteristics are new emphases on 
on the humanities, on a broader 
background in several sciencesj, 
and on a more thorough founda,-
tion in mathematics—the lan-
guage of science and engineer-
ing. For whatever reason yoii 
decide to become a scientist or 
an engineer, if we are success-
ful in our educational endeavf-
ors, you will have visions and 
dream dreams. 
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Burkean notion which, one 
might notice, attempts to warn 
us about the dangers of ab-
straction and association, the 
very processes of Bymbolization 
which are rooted in the opera-
tion of language itself. 

Nigger, Kike 

When Juliet asked Borneo, 
"What's in a name?," Shakes-
peare knew that the answer 
was tragedy; and so did James 
Joyce when he punned, "Who 
gave you that numb?," for 
giving a name to a man is! a 
numbing blow from which he 
never recovers. Labels like nig-
ger, kike, communist, extre-
mist well illustrate the thought 
control provided by abstraction, 
for we readily forget the con-
text of common humanity we 
share with those so abstracted 
and named. 

Our own society is alsio faced 
with a totally opposite problem. 
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It is changing so rapidly and 
becoming so complex that we 
can no longer make the abstrac-
tions necessary to identify and 
define our positions in it; the 
traditional labels of humanist, 
liberal, etc. are notably inade-
quate. The sudden* advent and 
popularity of the TV panel 
shows of the "Who Am I" and 
"What's My Name" variety 
seein a cruelly, unconscious 
parody of our anxious stance on 
the edge of Sartrean neant. 

I'm Nobody Too 

It is one indication of his 
profundity that each of the 
tragedies of Arthur Miller, who 
specializes in a drama which is 
both social and psychological, 
involves a hero desperately de-
fending his "name." The pa-
radigm for our loss-of-identity 
crisis, about which more below, 
seems to be Sara Teasdale's 
couplet: "I'm nobody, who are 
you?/I'm nobody too." The 
moral is that the loss of the 
ability to symbolize leaves man 
undefined and without meaning. 

If it is now somewhat clear 
that symbolization creates the 
forms by which we control and 
communicate our experiences, 
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Section < 3 

• • • 
and that .this it how literature 
works, we caii move along to 
the what of literature, the con-
tent which fills the form, and 
turn to a second difficult term, 
myth. 

Its original Greek meaning 
was word or speech, it is related 
to the word for mouth, and it 
thus has its origin in human 
communication through lan-
guage. The best brief definition 
is that of the eminent Harvard 
psychologist, Jerome Bruner: 
"myth is the externalization of 
our experience by embodying 
it in plot and characters." 

Utter, Outer 
If we can 'agree that one of 

the core experiences in each of 
our lives is the continuing rev-
elation of oneself to oneself, we 
can readily recognize that lan-
guage, the power of each of us 
to utter (originally the compar-
ative degree of the adverb out) 
or to externalize his own exper-
ience, makes it possible for each 
of us to perfect or complete 
himself, to make his identity 
more totally human, by sharing 
in the myths (externalized ex-
periences) of others. 
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series of shells 
All the way through, getting 

smaller and smaller! 
(He throws the pieces away.) 
Through plot and character, 

Ibsen has externalised the re-
current human endeavor to un-
cover the uniqueness of self 
amid the variety of assumed 
roles each of us acts out. The 
notion that still exists in the 
mind of many freshmen, that 
this is fiction and not fact, and 
therefore untrue, must be 
countered with the remark made 
by Richard McKeon on the 
occasion of the novelist Thomas 
Mann's eightieth b i r t h d a y : 
Mann's story (myth) of "Joseph 
and His Brothers" was true, the 
Chicago philosopher said, not 
because it ever happened, but 
precisely because it happened 
so often. 

One of the best quests for 
identity in all of literature and 
thus a true myth for modern 
man occurs late in the f if th act 
of Henrik Ibsen's "Peer Gynt." 
After having travelled all over 
the universe and having been 
employed in all kinds of work 
and played all kinds of roles, 
Peer finds himself alone in an 
onion patch in his Norwegian 
homeland. Picking an onion, he 
fastens on it as a symbol of his 
own identity, and utters his par-
able of life: 

Now then, little Peer, I'm 
going to peel you. 

(He takes an onion and peels 
it layer by layer.) 

The outermost layer is with-
ered and torn; 

That's the shipwrecked man 
on the upturned keel. 

Here, mean and. thin, is the 
passenger; 

But it still tastes a little of 
old Peer Gynt. 

And inside that is the dig-
ger ofi gold. 

Here's the student of history, 
short and tough; 

And here is the prophet, fresh 
and juicy; 

This layer now that curls up 
so softly 

Is the sybarite living for ease 
and pleasure. 

(He peels off several layers 
at once.) 

What a horrible lot of layers 
there are! 

Surely I'll soon get down to 
the heart? 

(He pulls the whole onion to 
pieces.) 

No—there isn't one. Just a 

If one insists on interpreting 
this remark literally and re-
plies that our Peer's encounter 
with annihilation is an experi-
ence unknown to him and his 
peers, we might ask him to re-
serve his judgment of "not 
truly human" until he has 
pondered t h e anthropologist 
Joseph Campbell's "The Hero 
With a Thousand Faces." "In 
his life-form, the individual is 
necessarily only a fraction and 
distortion of the total image of 
man. He is limited as either 
male or female; at any given 
period of his life he is again 
limited as child, youth, mature 
adult, or ancient; furthermare, 
in his life-role he is necessarily 
specialized as craftsman, trades-
man, servant, or thief, priest, 
leader, wife, nun, or harlot; he 
cannot be all. Hence the totality 

e—the fullness of man—is not 
in the separate member, but in 
the body of the society as a 
whole." 

Granted that the student has 
never shared thoughts similar 
to those of Peer Gynt, he should 
at least grasp that this is one 
possible friode among the totality 
of human experiences, and en-
large his own understanding of 
life by vicariously participating 
in this myth. No man is all, and 
literature's function in the cur-
riculum is to supply the corpus 
of 4mages, identities, models, 
patterns, and roles which en-
able each man to perfect his 
humanity. , 

If myth is an externalizing 
by mouthing, it strikes me that 
the activity of reading might 
be an internalizing by the same 
process, a cannibal-like activity 
in which we nourish ourselves 
on our common nature and 
assimilate more of human kind 
to ourselves. If I were to re-
commend a literary diet of 
" B r e a k f a s t at Tiffany's" 
"Naked Lunch," and "Dinner at 
Antoine's," one would readily 
understand that I were talking 
symbolically. Yet Ernest He-
mingway's last book is named 
"The Feast Years" and our 
lust for life makes all of us 
Oliver Twists, asking for more. 

ONE'S A MEAL 
Brooks System Sandwich Shops 
Fine Food For. Everyone 

2520 Amherst 9307 Stella Liitfc 
IN THE VILLAGE IN STELLA LINK CENTER 
2128 Portsmouth 5422 Richmond Rd. 

9047 So. Main 
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CHARLES DEMITZ 
The evil bog, and her ehiMrei 
The redoubtable Rice fresh-

man, having arrived cum suit-
case et grano salis, perspiring 
under a vaguely alien sun, must 
sooner or later succumb to the 
inevitable and, scrambling af-
ter his senior advisor, query: 
"Why am I here?" 

Senior advisor, being world-
wise and an embryonic Fagin, 
will gather his years about him 
and intone sagely, "Because this 
is Freshman Week and you, 
child of darkness, are a fresh-
man." Life is full of little sur-
prises. 

Diploma Fodder 
You are here, little ones, be-

cause the intrepid class of '64, 
chock-full of higjier education, 
snow quotes, and the Rice Pad-
dy, silently folded its hipboots 
last June and stole off into the 
rain forest. 

Duly awakened and made cog-
nizant of this unforeseen de-
velopment, the Colonization 
Bureau sent its heavy-lidded 
squad of drum-beaters out into 
the bush to round up more di-
ploma-fodder. Hence this thun-
dering herd of Overmen and up-
goers, and hence this question 
of Frosh Week, which we still 
haven't answered. 

Look Up. 
Frosh week is a leisurely time 

of the intellect's awakening, of 
growing realization of the new 
college environment and its pos-
sibilities of assimilation for 

those willing to make the called-
for reappraisal and adjustment 
of aims and values. That is to 
say, watch out for falling ob-
jects; they may be water bal-
loons. 

You will gorge during this 
week on great quantities of min-
utiae, One of those more diffi-
cult to digest is the fact of 
gnome-dom. There exist, in se-
cret bunkers that dot the cam-
pus, legions of grayclad stal-
warts, nimble of foot and strong 
of limb. 

That's Guh-No-Mee 
These prodigies, t e r m e d 

gnomes, prowl the campus in 
their Toro tractors, seeking 
whom they may carry off to the 
inicinerator. Many a good man 
has been lost to the trash-stab-
bers of over-zealous gnomes and 
to the regenerate grayling who 
never fails to kick his Toro into 
a four-wheel drift when round-
ing the washstand corner. Rice 
moulds men. 

It is just possible that some 
levi-garmented hearties among 
you have dared to step off the 
world-renowned, metatareally-
toxic Rice sidewalks and to 
sally forth onto the lush green 
carpet, i.e. the grass. 

Topography 
Such unfortunates will then 

note the greedy slurp that her-
alds the lifting of each foot, 
newly coated with a gelatinous 
slime. A navigation aid? The 
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marge of Lake LaBarge? No, 
f r a t r e s , it is a bog. 

The Rice gnome, lor' luv 'im, 
is insecure and easily bruised 
emotionally. Mindful of this, the 
g rea t Ur-Gnome (nee Poobah), 
being well-versed in Jung , Ad-
ler, and H. B. Stowe, has or-
dained tha t in the life-space of 
each gnome there be one con-
s t a n t and readily-attainable 
goal-object: the infamous Rice 
morass. 

I sh tar Alcuin 
I t is a sad t ruism t h a t the 

composition of Rice soil, a mix-
mas te r blend of red ants, calcin-

ed dinosaur tripe, and just plain 
dirt , lends itself readily to sus-
pension in water . 

Ever since I sh ta r Alcuin (an 
alcoholic alchemy prof ill-suited 
to keep s ta te secrets) blurted 
out the terr ible t r u t h a t a fac-
ul ty tea while an unnoticed 
gnome emptied a nearby accel-
erator, there has been no sur-
cease to the campus mud explo-
sion. Alcuin was last sighted 
being keel-hauled through the 
RMC bog by a marconi-rigged 
Toro. 

Hope Flickers On 
Newly-matriculated innocents, 

Those who do not remember the past.. 
(Continued f rom Page 1) 

t ime these events occurred. Yet 
it is also t rue t ha t the ul t imate 
answers to these questions 'Still 
evade us, and perhaps always 
will. This suggests,, something 
of the enormous diff icul ty of 
historical studies, but also of 
the magnitude of the questions 
with which they are, a t best, 
confronted. 

Having thus f a r stressed the 
difficulties of our discipline, let 
me now pass on to its more posi-
tive—and I think more import-
ant—features . Perhaps the f i r s t 
point to be made in this regard 
—and i t is one t ha t every stu-
dent of history, old and new, 
must recognize—is tha t history 
is not a dead, closed, and f in-
ished subject (only professors 
and graduate students some-
t imes make it seem tha t way) . 

Present and Past 
Croce, in a memorable phrase 

many years ago, remarked t h a t 
"all history is contemporary his-
tory." By this he meant, I think, 
two things. In the f i r s t place, 
tha t—as every geologist well 
knows—the past is a seamless 
web, t h a t it has no fixed begin-
ing and no fixed end, t ha t 
there is an ever present and con-
t inuing relationship between 
pas t and present. He also meant 
t ha t we can achieve a be t te r un-
derstanding of the pas t by 
achieving a bet ter understand-
ing of the present. Of course, it 
is entirely improper, and un-
historical, to read the purposes 
and motives of our own t imes 
into those pas t ( though this is 
not an infrequent practice even 
these days) . But there are, no 
doubt, also many aspects of our. 
own t imes which, careful ly con-
sidered, give us a bet ter under-
s tand ing of the experience of 
pas t generations. I f , therefore , 

the past can help u s to under-
stand bet ter the world in which 
we live, a bet ter understanding 
of our world can also contribute 
to our knowledge of the past . 

Does History Teach?., 
I t ought to be said a t once 

t ha t this is not a view of pas t 
and present tha t is shared by all 
historians. To many historians, 
the idea tha t history has any-
th ing to teach us is anathema. 
Following the second world war , 
one leading German university 
banned all historical theses on 
subjects a f t e r 1850. One distin-
guished scholar I know believed 
tha t history was just so many 
points on an examination—so 
many for one Irish Land Act, so 
many points fo r another. This 
is not history a t all, of course; 
it is obscurantism a t its s t if l ing 
worst . _ 

History, at i ts best, is some-
thing very different . I t is Men 
and Politics, War and Diplo-
macy. Culture and Society. 
Ideas and Institutions. I t is as 
big and encompassing as all of 

Ine and civilization itself. 
In one sense, of course, his-

tory is basically and essentially 
political. That is also what gives 
i t so much of i ts interest and 
appeal; "His tory ig vsimply p$s t 
politics," a famous . English his-
tor ian once remarke'd. He was 
quite r ight—in a way. I t has 
long puzzled me, therefore, tha t 
many undergraduate students 
who were, in many ways, so 
acutely conscious and aler t to 
all the conflict and turmoil in 
the world around them (aca-
demic, athletic, and political), 
o f ten seemed quite incapable of 

working up any real interest 
and enthusiasm for the great 
conflicts of the past—as if these 
had either been resolved in one 

. fashion or another, or for other 
reasons, no longer had any rel-
evance -or mean ing to our own 
time. I t sems to me therefore, 
tha t one of the principal tasks 
of the historian a t the present 
time is to reestablish in 
Croce's sense—the relationship 
between pas t *and present. But 
this is not—let me hasten to 
add—a goal that historians can 
hope to acjiieye alone. This is a 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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•rise. There is yet hope. Tfce 
fight goes to the right Blqod 
before mud. Perish gnome and 
ignominy. None dare call it rea-
son. Make the world safe for 
sand. Down the gnomes, or (al-
ternatively) up the gnomes'. . . 
Help stamp out sprinkler keys. 

Brethren, depart not from us 
with discord in your hearts, be-
lieving that gnomes and bogs 
total the Rice experience. There 
are, to be sure, other things; 
at the risk of perpetrating a 
brilliant insight into the ob-
vious, let us enumerate: beer, 
BOOK, dates, and BOOK, pax*-
ticularly BOOK. 

Essence Unknown 
But the average frosh, being 

monstrous clever fellows, will 
murmur among themselves, say-
ing, What is this BOOK? Have 
we not encountered it before? 
No, children; not in its essence. 

BOOK, you will learn, is a 
lesser deity, more potent than 
the goddess B L A N K E T A X , 
yet subservient to the omnipo-
tent S U P E R B L U E and his side-
kick, PANCHO. BOOK can be 
wra thfu l or consoling; but f i r s t 
and foremost he is a demanding 
master, requiring many hours 
spent in his priestly service and 
many plastic coffee cups burn-
ed in his honour. 

BOOK Lives 
True believer or infidel, each 

frosh must make his private; 
peace with BOOK. BOOK lives. 

More undoubtedly could be' 
said; but being simple f rosh 
who have not yet seen, you will' 
not believe. And the unanswered 
question of t h e sempiternal im-
port of Fi-eshman Week? Re-
call, if you will, the words of 
tha t immortal bard-commune, 
the Nashville Songwriters As-
sociation: If you don't know, I 
ain ' t agonna tell you. 

it staples 
teim papers and class notes, photo-
graphs, news items, ihemes, reports. 

'i./n. 

it tacks 
"notes to bulletin board, pennants 
to wall, shelf paper, drawer lining*. 

mm 

mm 
it fastens 

party costumes, prom decorations, 
school projects, posters, stage sets. 

* 
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Swingline 
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UNCONDITIONALLY 
GUARANTEED 

(Including 1000 staples) 
Larger size CUB Desk Stapler 

only $1.49 
No bigger than a pack of gum. Refills 
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At any stationery, variety, book store! 

INC. 
CONG ISLAND CITY 1, NEW YORK-

T H E R I C E T H R E S H E R , S E P T E M B E R 1 4, 1 9 6 4—P A G E 7 



I 
... . ^ ••• - -

What relevance has thepmf to the present? 
itudanl in History, we can-

tphold H in Church or 
» 

not «] 
State. 

(Continued from Page 7) 
vital relationship that all stu-
dents of history Lmust learn to 
understand, and to be continual-
ly aware of throughout their 
historical studies. 

Personal Judgment 
And with that I come to what 

is really the central point of 
these remarks, Everything I 
have said thus far has been 
predicated on One further step— 
the assumption of personal judg-
ment. I realize, of course, that 
this is an enormously controver-
sial point among many histor-
ians, and has been >so for many 
generations. On the other hand, 
it seems to me that, whatever 
historians have written on the 
principle of historical objectiv-
ity per se, the doctrine of per-
sonal judgment—or interpreta-
tion—has become firmly estab-
lished in historical writing. It 
seems to me, therefore, that 
Gaetano Salvemini was quite 
right when he wrote once that 
"the essence of history is judg-
ment," and that Carl Becker, 
the famous Cornell historian, 
was quite right also when he re-
marked, in a famous address, 
that "Everyman was (and ought 
to be) his own historian." 

Now there will be some his-
torians, perhaps, who will ap-
prove of this doctrine when ap-
plied to the august pages of the 
"American Historical Review," 
but will look askance at univer-
sity students expressing their 
own "historical judgment."There 
will also be some students who, 
having been reared on a diet of 
"factual history," will find this 
kind of "interpretative history" 
both uncongenial and uninter-
esting. They would much prefer 
not to have to come to any con-
clusions about, say, Machiavelli, 
or Louis XTV, or Bismark. They 
would much - prefer to concen-
trate on the details of what 
these men did, than to have to 
wrestle, on their own, with the 
meaning of their deeds. 

All Opinions Not Equal 
This is not to say, of course, 

that snap historical judgments 
can be tolerated; they are de-
plorable in freshmen and Presi-
dential candidates alike. I am 
sure that neither Becker nor 
Salvemini for a moment thought 
that personal judgment should 
be permitted to lead to wild 
flights of imagination—e.g., the 
French Revolution was caused 
by Freemasons, Britain, was re-
sponsible for the second world 
war, F.D.R. incited the Japanese 
into bombing Pearl Harbor. 
They believed that beyond the 
basic questions of fact — the 
Declaration of Independence 
was signed on July 4, 1776, the 
First World 'War began on Au-
gust 4, 1914, the Munich con-
ference took place on September 
29-30, 1938—the most important 
and most meaningful questions 
could—and should—in the end 
be answered by every individual 
in his own way. 

The Test 
The real test of historical 

comprehension, then, it seems to 
me, comes not in the mindless, 
mechanical recitation of factual 
detail, but in the interpretative 
arrangement of this detail into 

a meaningful pattern. This, in-
deed, is the final test of histor-
ical understanding: to what ex-
tent are the student's judgments 
his own, carefully thought out, 
supported, and developed, and, 
to what extent are they merely 
the rote repetition of received 
information? 

Having said all this, there re-
mains one gnawing problem: 
Can we put our historical know-
ledge to any constructive use in 
the present, and if so, how is 
this to be accomplished? The 
case for the negative was stated 
most powerfully by Friedrich 
Nietzsche almost a hundred 
years ago when he said "the 
only thing we learn from his-
tory is that we learn nothing 
from history." There is, unfor-
tunately, much in the history of 
the modem world — our own 
times included — to prove him 
right. Yet to accept his verdict 
as permanent and irrevocable 
would be to condemn our know-
ledge of things past to little 
more than intellectual ballast. 

Does History Repeat? 
George Santayana once re-

marked that ''those who do not 
remember the past are condemn-
ed to repeat its mistakes." I 
think that most people would 
agree with that most heartily, 
and there will be few in these 
troubled days who will support 
the proposition that what we 
know cannot help us. But what 
is it in the experience of modern 
or earlier times that is of mean-
ing and relevance to our own? 
It is precisely here that the fac-
tor of personal judgment be-
comes most important, indeed 
inescapable. Can we, for in-
stance, see in the East-West 
confrontation of our times a re-
petition of the 1930's, or of the 
growing Anglo-German rivalry 
tjjat helped to bring on the 
Great War of 1914-1918? Can 
we, in revolutionary times such 
as ours, leai'n anything from 
the long series o f religious-po-
litical wars of the 16th and 17th 
centuries, and from Europe's ex-
perience with the French Revo-
lution and Napoleon? 

These are questions that ev-
ery thoughtful person must an-
swer for himself. And, even if 
history never exactly repeats it-
self, an understanding of 6ome 
of these turning points of mod-
ern history may well help us to 
achieve a better understanding 

i of the manifold problems and 
crises of our time. I t would be 
good to know that there exists, 
at the highest levels of our gov-
ernment, a clear awareness of 
this relationship of past and 
present, of the relationship of 
historical experience to the rev-
olutionary world in which we 
live. 

Misuse of History 
But let me hasten to add that 

the application of historical 
knowledge to contemporary af-
fairs also carries within it a 
serious danger:—the misuse of 
this historical knowledge for po-
litical and other purposes. We 
are all, I'm sure, familiar with 
the dangerous misuse of science 
and technology in our time. But 
let there be jio doubt about it; 
the misuse of history can be as 

Burger -Ville 
The Quality Hamburger 

HAMBURGERS —HOME MADE 
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# 2 JA 2-8797 
5503 Kelvin 

dangerous, 'and perhaps even 
more insidious* than this mis-
use of science and technology. 

The recent history of Europe 
is filled with the misuse of his-
tory. It played a fateful role 
in Hitler's rise to power, and it 
must be observed that we have 
not altogether escaped this 
practice in this country. But it 
is a dangerous thing to distort 
the history of onfe's own coun-
try, at home and abroad, for 
partisan purposes. 

inseparable Relation 
For those who distort their 

country's past can seldom tell 
the truth about its present; and 
those who cannot tell the truth 
about the present can rarely do 
better with the past. That is 
something for all of us to re-
member-, especially in this elec-
tion year. 

Beyond all such problems of 
past and present, personal judg-
ment and interpretative his-
tory — but closely related to 
them all — there remains one 
other aspect of historical study 
that no student of the past, old 
or new, can ignore. This is the 
inseparable relationship of his-
tory, character, and personality 
—our own character and per-
sonality. 

A Moral Expression 
I noted earlier that the prob-

lems of "interpretive history" 
were, in many ways, much 
greater than those of mere "fac-
tual history." One principal rea-
son for this, of course, is that 
in expressing judgments on the 
past—on men and events, ideas 
and institutions—we are also 
passing judgment on ourselves. 
For in passing on the* nobility 

and baseness of other days, we 
are also pasting judgment on 
these qualities in our own lives 
and times. 

History, in the end, is not 
only a moral experience, it ts 
also a moral act. It becomes an 
act of faith, not only about the 
past, but about the present. It 
is important not only because of 
what -it tells us about the past, 
it is even more important be-
cause of what it tells us about 
ourselves. 

No one, it seems to me, has 
ever expressed this view of his-
tory so well as did Lord Acton, 
one of the most distinguished 
of modern historians, at the 
close of his inaugural lecture 
at Cambridge nearly 70 years 
ago: 

"Whatever a man's notions 
of these later centuries are, 
such, in the main, the man 
himself will be. Under the 
name of History, they cover 
the articles of his philosophic, 
his religious, and his political 
creed. They give his measure; 
they denote his character: 
and, as praise is the ship-
wreck of historians, his pre-
ferances betray him more 
than his aversions. Modern 
History touches us so nearly, 
it is so deep a question of life 
and death, that we are bound 
to find our own way through 
it, and to owe our insight to 
ourselves. The historians of 
former ages, unapproachable 
for us in knowledge and in 
talent, cannot be our limit. 
We have the power to be more 
rigidly impersonal, disinter-
ested and just than they; and 
to learn from undisguised and 
genuine records to look with 
remorse upon the past, and to 
the future with assured hope 
of better things; bearing this 
in mind, that if we lower our 

IN THE SEPTEMBER 

"Retoollna the Mind" by Nail W. 
Chamberlain t; New knowledge renders 
a collage degree obsolete within a 
decade. The need and method* for 
"refreshing" the mind are here dis-
cussed. 

"The March Tewerd Equality" < Author 
Anthony Lewis traces the historical 
process which made the 1954 school 
segregation decision inevitable. 
"Of Roots and Veins: A Testament" 
by Leonard Baskln: An autobiographi-
cal essay on the sculptor's early life, 
and on his ideals. 

PLUS AN ATLANTIC EXTRA: "Cuba's 
Fumbling Marxism: An Eyewitness Ac-
count" by- James Cameron: What 
Havana is like today; how the Cuban 
people have reacted to Marx-
ism, their true feelings toward ̂  
the Americans. 
What happens when 
an outstanding staff 
of editors sets out to 
produce a magazine 
of the highest aca-
demic and cultural 
interest? You'l l know 
when you read The 
Atlantic. In each is-
sue you' l l f ind fresh 
new ideas, exciting 
literary techniques, 
keen analyses of cur-
rent affairs and a 
high order of criti-
cism. Get your copy 
today. 
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Course Previews 
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Histories 

HISTORY 100 
Europe mnd America Since 1500 
Mrs. Drew and Dr. Straka 
HISTORY 110 
American History 

Dr. Masterson 
The emphasis in 100 is on 

a n a l y s i s and independent 
thought; each student is encour-
aged to come to grips with the 
forces and events which gave 
rise to the ideas and institutions 
of the modern world. 

Since it covers almost 500 
years of the major history of 
the world, this is a very fast-
moving course. One result is 
that comparatively less is placed 
on such items as names, dates, 
etc. 

Heavy Reading 
The reading material, both 

textual and supplementary, is 
voluminous. Well written and 
organized, the text is usually 
interesting as well as informa-
tive. Oftentimes the outside 
reading, however, tends to be 
overly long and dull. 

Mrs. Drew's lectures especial-
ly are masterpieces of organiza-
tion. With the overall plans of 
the lectures and of the text as 
a guide, one should be able to 
master th'e fundamentals and 
the direction of this course quite 
successfully. 

As long as absences do not 
become successively habitual, 
attendance is not a vital factor 
in this course. 

History 110 relies more heav-
ily on the facts and specifics of 
the growth of the American na-
tion but the emphasis is still 
placed an analysis and interpre-
tation. The volume of material 
is easily as great as that in 
History 100. 

Masterson In Action 
Dr. Masterson's lectures are 

lucid, interesting, sometimes hi-
larious, and many times quite 
helpful in providing a concep-
tual framework for organizing 
the whelter of events in any 
period of U. S. history and for 
answering questions about these 
periods on exams. 

Attendance in this course is 
mandatory. Tardiness to class is 
equivalent to absence there-
from; all doors are locked when 
the class has begun. One had 
better have very good grades at 
the outset, if one intends to cut 
a 110 lecture or tutorial often. 

Read Early 
In both courses, the outside 

reading must be done on a 
weekly basis, well in advance of 
the tutorial; marginalia and 
outlining (a valuable habit) 
should be done 'then since there 
is seldom time to review such 
material when it is time for the 
test. 

For the tests, concentrate on 
the text, which already have 
been carefully read at least once. 
Many have foii'rid that making 
an outline of the text assign-
ments is an invaluable aid. 

Exam Preparation 
A detailed re-reading with 

marginal notation and selective 
underlining, plus a review of 
the lecture notes should pro-
vide enough preparation to 
make a very good showing on 
the exam. 

On the exam, don't overwrite 
—plan your time and the prob-
a b 1 e questions beforehand — 
avoid bland generalizations — 
avoid mere recitation of dates 
and events; relate your answer, 
even if the question say$ "trace" 
to "some sort of plan or thesis. 
Three exams plus a final is nor-

mal for the first semester in 
both courses. , 

Physics 100 
MECHANICS, HEAT 
AND SOUND 
Drs. Bryan and Rorschach 

Physics 100 deals primarily 
with classical physics. In addi-
tion, there is an introduction to 
relativity. Practically all the-
orems are rigorously derived in 
the text and in the lectures. Cal-
culus is used extensively but is 
paced with progress in Math 
100. 

Beginning last year, the course 
was taught in two sections at 
the same hour. 

About 100 students will be 
placed in section "A" according 
to a brief placement exam de-
signed to measure previous ex-
perience in physics. 

Sections Interchange 
It will be possible to transfer 

between sections. Each of the 
courses will be much the same: 
the same text, same rate of 
speed, same exams. The only 
difference will be the addition 
of non-credit material in Sec-
tion "A". 

In the past, weekly problem 
sets have been assigned and are 
discussed on Mondays in small-
er tutorial groups. These groups 
and the lectures form the class-
room time of the course. 

Labs are held on a staggered 
basis—lab one week, write-up 
the next under supervision of 
the lab instructor. The last week 
of the first semester is tradi-
tionally devoted to the study of 
the history of science. 

Straight Problems 
Tests are generally straight 

problems but often bear no re-
semblance to problems worked 
in homework exercises. The im-
portant thing to remember is 
that at all times you should try 
to learn the method and princi-
ple of problem solving. Tutorial 
sections are helpful in this re-
spect. 

Knowledge of trigonometry is 
essential the first semester. It 
is often helpful to work a va-
riety of problems from other 
texts or from previous tests in 
order to gain a better feel for 
applying theory and method. 

Physics 101 
Physics 101 is a new course 

designed primarily for academic 
students. Its emphasis will be 
much more on the concepts of 
physics and science, than on the 
manipulation and techniques of 
physical laws. The course will 
not require a great deal of cal-
culus. « 

Physics 101 will attempt to 
justify to the liberal arts stu-
dent the science requirements 
placed upon him. It will exam-
ine the history of science and 
attempt to acquaint the student 
with s c i e n t i s t s , techniques, 
modes of scientific thinking, and 
experimentation. 

Astronomy Also 
To chart the development of 

a particular science, astronomy 
will be traced from the ancient 
Greeks to the present. 

The material to be presented 
is designed to give the liberal 
arts student a broad survey of 
physics, including classical phy-
sics, modern physics, and nu-
clear physics. 
. One aim is to provide a stu-
dent who goes into the business 
world with a firm foundation 
on which to base his decisi9hs 
concerning business research 
and development s p e n d i n g . 

Others could be enumerated 
with little difficulty. _ 

No Plugs 
The class will be divided into 

small sections according to ma-
thematical ability. At least one 
essay question will be given on 
each test. Students will not be 
required to commit long lists of 
plugs to memory; only the basic 
equations of physics will be re-
quired by memory. 

Laboratory work will be iden-
tical to that of Physics 100, 
which consists primarily of me-
chanics and simple experiments 
in heat and sound. This is a 
terminal course. 

Chemistry 120 
General & Analytical Chemistry 
Drs. Sass and Margrave 

Chemistry 120 is a course de-
signed to give the student a 
thorough survey of chemistry, 
as well as to satisfy the elemen-
tary-background needs of bi-
ology, pre-medical, and chemis-
try students. 

The labs consist of quanta-
tive analysis in the first se-
mester and qualitative analysis 
in the second semester. The labs 
are very well-equipped and pre-
cision, sophisticated techniques 
are employed in the analysis of 
several samples each semester. 

It is a fast-paced course; for 
this reason, the reading assign-
ments demand constant atten-
tion if the lectures are to be 
meaningful. High school chem-
istry is r^iewed in ®the first 
two weeks OT the course. 

Special Section 
After the review period, a 

test is administered to identi-
fy the more advanced students. 
The 75 or so students who 
score highest on the exam will 
be invited to join a special sec-
tion which receives more com-
prehensive lectures and supple-
mentary material on the same 
subjects as the larger section. 

Last year, three hour exams 
were given in each semester. 
These exams were divided near-
ly evenly between lecture and 
text material; consequently lec-
ture notes are important. 

The tests for both sections are 
nearly identical, usually dif-
fering only in about one ques-
tion per test. 

Go To Class 
Homework problems were as-

signed and turned in; while 
their grade value was negligible, 
except, perhaps, in marginal 
cases, those who at least at-
tempted to work the problems 
scored consistently higher on 
the tests than those who did not. 

In short, do the homework, 
even though the visible benefits 
might seem slight. Attempts to 
cram for exams are utterly fu-
tile, unless you are already a 
competent chemist. Keep up 
with the reading and lectures. 
Cutting lectures is a good way 
to cut your throat. 

Useful Books 
College outline books are use-

ful to a minor degree; they can 
show "plug-in" applications of 
the concepts. Usually, both the 
homework and test problems are 
far more complex than the ex-
amples presented in these out-
line books. 

The Handbook of Chemistry 
and Physics is an excellent pur-
chase; not only will it help in 
chemistry, but the math appen-
dix will be of great value in 
some Mathematics 100 work. 

Last year, hour exams, lab 
work, and final exams counted 

6bne-third of the s e m,e s t e r 
grades. 

(Continued on Page 10) 

COLLEGE BOARDS 
campanile photo 

What do they mean? 
Sui-prising no one, the in-

coming freshman class has es-
tablished yet another set of 
records on the College Boards. 

But barely — t h e overall 
average for entering freshmen 
this year is 688 on the com-
bined aptitude and three achi-
evement tests taken by 'appli-
cants. The class last year post-
ed a 687. 

Not Much Rise 
The spread of the scores was 

again close to last year's. Five 
per cent scored between 750-
800 on the tests'; 37 % 700-
f49; 40% 650-700. Sixteen per 
cent posted averages of be-
tween 600 and 649, with a 
small (2%) number below 600̂  

Of the three divisions in the 
class, the Science and Engi-
neering majors (59% of the 
class) rolled up the highest 
totals, showing an overall 699. 
The academs (35% of the class) 
achieved a 679 average, with 
the remaining six per cent, the 
architects, averaging 645. 

Male Superiority? 
The women were downed by 

the men in all divisions except 
architecture. Men academs best-
ed the women 683 to 674, and 
the S-E men outdid the women 
in their division. 701 to 690. 

If cqjlege Boards are taken 
as the only criterion, the enter-
ing class would easily rank 
among the highest in the coun-
try 

A 1960 study showed Rice to 
be in the top eleven universi-
ties of the country according to 
incoming Freshmen's b o a r d 
scores. Ranking with Rice in the 
top bracket (645-675) were 
Amherst, Carleton, Columbia, 
Harvard, Haverford, Princeton, 
Reed, Swathmore, Williams, and 

Yale. 
The more subjective criteria, 

ranging from high-school grades 
through recommendations and 
interviews, are much l e s s 
susceptible to tabulation, but 
most would safely l-isk the as-
sumption that Rice's weighting 
of these factors is not greatly 
different thas elsewhere. 

All Defeat '58's 
Regarding admission policies 

at Rice, Director of Admissions 
Barnard Giles stated that with 
the very high CEEB scores in 
the whole body of applicants 
that the scores tended to de-
cline as a dividing point among 
hopefuls. An indication is thai; 
the average of all applicants to 
this year's class was higher 
than the scores of all those who 
were finally admitted in 1958. 

How to distinguish between 
the two or two hundred appli-
cants whom the College Boards 
show to have high scholastic 
aptitude is then the problem of 
the Admissions Office. 

Texans Have Advantage 
After weighting the applica-

tions of Texas applicants some-
what more (a requirement of 
the Rice University charter: 
the institution was set up for 
the primary benefit of the youth 
of Houston and Texas, though 
in practice it has been thought 
to the benefit of the locals to 
have a percentage of out-of-
state classmates), the only re-
maining course is to review the 
other criteria. 

The selection process, the Di-
rector of Admission indicated, is 
in practice quite informal. No 
specific weight is given to any 
single factor. (The chief official 
factors are rank in class, CEEB 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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GLADYS M. MITCHELL 
EXPERIENCED 

TYPING ON: Thesis 
Dissertations, Term Papers 
1830 Kipling JA 9-6675 

VILLAS! 
BEAUTY SHOP 

2437% University Blvd. 
(Over Peterson's < 

Pharmacy J A 8-0046 

BOARDS-
mm 

U n f u r n i s h e d A p a r t m e n t 
(GARAGE) 

STOVE — REFRIGERATOR -

AIR CONDITIONED 

Hermann-Alemeda JA 4-7073 

c9ne, 

2405 MAIN CA 7-5730 

SPECIAL 
RATES 

RICE STUDENTS 

introducing . . . a completely new selection 
of private blending tobacco for every 

smoker's taste—or blend your own 
O Houston's MOST COMPLETE tobacco 

shop . . . offering pipes, cigars. 
O Collector's items—imported pipes from 

England, Italy and Holland, etc. 
% We repair all types of pipes. 

Mail Inquires Invited 

The Rodney Man On Campus 

Rodney's Trophy Room where the 
4 well-dressed university men shop 

Welcome Class of 1968! 

HEADQUARTERS FOR — 
• Cricketeer Suits 
• Stanley Blacker Sport Coats 
• ILLS. Sport Coats 
• Corbin Slacks 
• Gant Shirts 
• Creighton Shirts 

i 

• JA 6-4461 

. 2507 TIMES IN THE VILLAGE 
• - -• . • 

Two Blocks West of Rice Stadium 

. POST OAK AT WESTHEIMER 

. LANTERN LANE ON MEMORIAL 

Bill Rogde BA *38 

(Continued from Page 9) 

scores, recommendations, and 
personal interviews.) 

What Does It Mean 
Do your CEEB scores indicate 

your likely success at Rice? 
Giles ventured the opinion that 
specific predictive value may be 
limited by the comparatively 
narrow range of scores earned 
by those accepted i.e. if stu-
dents scoring as low as 300 and 
400 were admitted, it would be 
much easier to predict the 
probable success and failure of 
each student using the SAT as 
a guide. 

Studies at Rice have shown, 
Giles commented, that those 
with the very best incoming 
college board scores (750-800) 
will, to a large extent, make 
more l ' s and 2's and fewer 5's 
than those students with the 
very lowest scores. He pointed 
out, however that there are 
many exceptions to this trend 
in both directions. 

CEEB Not Absolute 
Part of the reason that the 

College Boards cannot heavily 
be relied upon as predictors 
stems from the fact that the 
CEEB exams cannot and do not 
pretend to measure the whole 
person. 

Dr. T. W. Wann, Professor of 
Psychology, stated that the Col-
lege Boards are designed pri-
marily to measure achievement. 
He said that the CEEB feels 
that the best single predictor 
for future achievement is pres-
ent achievement. 

Achievement, however, cannot 
precisely indicate other intan-
gibles necessary to success in 
college s u c h as initiative, 
creativity, and desire. 

Other Factors 
And the College Boards may 

sometimes take unfair advant-
age of such things as a per-
son's cultural and social back-
ground, according to Dr. Donald 
Wood, of the Education Depart-
ment. Wood, while largely de-
fending the value o f ' t he tests, 
pointed out three most frequent-
ly raised complaints: against the 
College Boards: 

1) the College Boards will 
categorize the student in one 
ability area; 2) the tyranny of 
the testing program often makes 
inroads into other bases of ad-
mission; and 3) the College 
Boards lend themselves too 
easily to a mechanized process 
of decision making. 

THE 
BRANDING 

IRON 
3215 WESTHEIMER 

JA 8-1741 

Minit Man 
Car Wash 

America's Finest 

Car Washing 

5001 S. MAIN 

6900 HARRISBURG 

$1 with Rice ID 

— FOR ACCEPTED APPLICANTS — 
DIVISION AVERAGE SCORES 

"" MEN WOMEN ALL 
Academic (35%) 683 674 679 
Science-Engineering (59%) 701 699 699 
Architecture (6%) 643 661 645 

Claw .average 688 
TEST AVERAGES 

APTITUDE 
Verbal 677 
Math 720 
ACHIEVEMENT 
English 672 
Adv. Math 716 

Chemistry 
Int. Math. 
Spanish 
French 
Latin 
German 

678 
650 
697 
649 
676 
656 

Sac. Studies 
Biology 
Physics 
Eur. Hist. 
Am. Hist. 

743 
659 
671 
666 
671 

DIVISION 
— FOR ALL APPLICANTS — 

AVERAGE SCORES 

Academic (28%) 
Science Engineering (58%) 
Architecture (4%) 
Undesignated (10%) 

MEN WOMEN ALL 
635 625. 625 
650 643 649 
599 599 599 
621 590 615 

638 

Freshman Year Coarse Preview 
(Continued from Page 9) 

In short, Chem 120 is a very 
thorough fundamental course in 
chemistry. It is a challenging 
course which requires consider-
able study; it is interesting, but 
tough. 

Mathematics 100 
Elementary Analysis 

Mathematics 100 forms an in-
troduction to the basic concepts 
of analytic geometry and integ-
ral and differential calculus. A 
new text has been adopted for 
this year and none of the in-
structors have ever taught this 
course. Consequently, this an-
alysis must be based on last 
year's experience. 

Lecture periods meet four 
times weekly; theorem proofs 
and some techniques are usually 
discussed. Notes are absolutely 
essential, since many proofs of 
Key theorems are either omitted 
or poorly done in the text. 

Homework Heavy 

This course assumes no high-
er mathematical backgi^und 
than elementary trigonometry. 
I ts emphasis is placed on ma-
nipulations and applications of 
calculus that are essential to 
scientists, engineers, and ap-
plied mathematicians. 

Homework assignments are 
rather frequent and important. 
I t is nearly impossible to pass 
a test without doing the home-
work. Two homework assign-
ments per week are not uncom-
mon; heavier assignment loads 
are more frequent. Last year, 
homework counted approximate-
ly one-tenth of the semester 
grade. 

Diligent study from the very 
beginning of the course is neces-
sary, for the material intro-
duced at f i rs t is used as a basis 
for later work. 

Tutors Helpful 

Three hour exams were given 
last year. All students took the 
same test and consequently, one 
might see types of problems on 
the quiz that his instructor had 
not assigned. Obviously a fa-
miliarity with text material is 
an absolute must. 

Graduate students and upper-
classmen are available, free of 
charge, several afternoons each , 
week to tutor students who have 
problems with comprehension. 
Most instructors are eager to 
aid students in trouble. 

Mathematics 100 is a potent 
course which introduces many 
w i d e 1 y-applied mathematical 
techniques. It is required of all 
Science-Engineering students. 

Mathematics 101 
FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS 
OF MATHEMATICS 
Dr. Durst 

Mathematics 101 is a course < 
designed for academic students 
which introduces the fundamen-
tal concepts of logic, real num-
bers, and cal.culus. I t empha-
sizes ideas, theorem proofs, and 
logic of these areas, rather than . 
their manipulation and applica-
tion. 

This year's class will be 
taught in one large lecture sec-
tion. The text has been especial- -
ly prepared for this course. Lec-
ture notes will probably be of 
considerable weight, since the 
course will emphasize theorems. -
Mathematically speaking, the 
subjects' are developed quite ri- J 

gorously; that is, few theorems 
are assumed to be true without 
proof. 

Homework is somewhat light-
er than in Math 100; likewise, a 

Uittle 'less study time is thought 
to be required for 101 than T.00. 
Traditionally, grades have been 
higher in Math 101 than in 
Math 100. 

Math 101 attempts to develop 
the relationship between mathe-
matics and other branches of 
knowledge. It shows the student 
the techniques and reasoning 
used by mathematicians. 

Math 101 is a terminal course, 
designed primarily for students 
who desire only-one year of 'ma-
thematical training. 

Biology 100 
General Biology" 
Dr. Davies 

This course, one of the most 
popular among first-year stu-
dents,, deals mainly with the 

various aspects of vertebrates 
with the Theory-of Darwin serv-
ing as the binder. I t treats' the 
nature and function of the ver-
_ (Continued on Page 11) 

C. L. AND THE PICTURES 
* ALSO BOBBY BLACKMON * 

AND THE BLUE ORBITS 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

STARLITE BALLROOM 
9810 SOUTH MAIN 

MO 6-4305 
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tebrate organism, as well as 
such problems as the "hierar-
chy of nature" and the scien-
tific method. 

- The course centers around 
the lectures which are delivered 
by Dr. Davies with great gusto. 
Once a year, he also' does a scene 
from Hamlet with equal "per-
spicacity and motor skill." The 
lectures plus the lab and occa-
sional outside reading assign-
ments, form the whole body of 
the course. To do well it is 
necessary to have mastered ev-
ery concept contained in the 
course to the extent that your 
entire knowledge of them can 
be recited as if by reflex action. 

Write Fast 

The tests are very long and 
there is little time to waste 
searching for the answer. Since 
the questions are usually taken 
directly from the notes (and 
very little of the lecture mater-
ial is omitted from the exam), 
it is possible to do a very good 
job on the test by memorizing 
the notes. It also helps to review 
the past year's exams, though 
identical exams are not used 
from year to year. 

Learn to write fast. Do your 
thinking and understanding be-
fore the test, not during it. 
Hour exams are given every 
other Wednesday. 

Attendance is checked at ev-
ery class period. Absentees are 
duly noted and prosecuted. If 
one is late, however, he enters 
the lecture room unobtrusively 
from the rear and makes 
amends for his crime after class 
by handing Drf Davies a note 
which reads, "I was there." 

English 100 
(Introduction to Critical 

Reading, Thinking and Writing) 
Officially catalogued as an 

"Introduction to Critical Read-

ing, Thinking and Writing," 
English 100 is: probably the 
most diverse course offered 
under one title at Rice. Ap-
proaches to the subject vary 
with the many individual teach-
ing it. 

In most sections an emphasis 
will be found on epository 
writing. Except for an an-
thology of poetry, there is! no 
core of books which will be 
read in common by all classes. 
Selections differ too according 
to the teacher and his perfer-
ence. 

More Flexible 
This increased flexibility is 

in itself a departure from past 
policy. It means that a student 
will be even more dependent 
upon the quality of his in-
structor for whatever value he 
will get out of his English 
course. 

If the course is approached 
by the student in the corrcet 
manner, however, it can prove 
to be the most rewarding and 
meaningful' of the freshman 
year. 

Clear and consise writing as 
well as the ability of dis-
criminate between good and 
poor writing is a mark of the 
educated man. 

Easiest And Best 
But even more than these, 

if the student can develop an 
appreciation of literature and 
the written word, his life will 
be permanently enriched. It is 
the aim of English 100 to pro-
vide these attributes. 

English 100 is probably tne 
''easiest" course iti the fresh-
man year. If you read the 
selections, think about them and 
pay attention to the discussions 
which follow, you are safe. 

But if you really devote some 
time and thought to the work, 
you may find yourself changing 
your major to English. 

•*1 
• ,'i 

Big Humphrey's 
Pizza Palace No'. 3 

Home Made Pizza 

. Spaghetti & Meatballs 

Po Boy Sandwiches 

Italian Salads 
c 
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C3& 
1725 Bissonnet 

(4 Blocks From Your Dorm) 

Eat* Here or Orders To Go 

Other Locations 

#1—7661 pirk Place Blvd. ' MI 9-9556 

#2—2232 Strawberry Rd. GR 2-8647 

DRY GLEANING LAUNDRY SERVICE 

STUDENT DISCOUNT 
'M 

CLOSE TO THE CAMPUS 

LLVvi 
IN THE VILLAGE 

YOU ASKED FOR IT <oOA *too* 

" H00TENANNY " 
MARC IV PRESENTS 

For T h e First T i m e In Th i s Area 

1st Annual Gulf Coast 
Newport Folk Singing Festival 
Round Up Coliseum 

' e * 

35 Minute drive from Post Oak Road 
... West on Westheimer 

Simonton, Texas 

8:00 P.M. - Friday 
October 2, 1964 

ONE NIGHT ONLY! 

Don't Miss The Greatest Assembly 
Of Folk Artists Ever To Appear Here! 

Your Favorites! ACTS ACTS ACTS! and Mine 

w 
$AVE MONEY SAVE 

Order Your Advance Tickets "NOW 
Call CA 7 - 6 7 9 2 Or Come By Box Office At 

1607 Jefferson, Houston 8:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

\ 
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ADMISSION ONLY $1.75 ADVANCE 
$2.25 AT DOOR 

ATTENTION STUDENTS 
lO Percmnt Discount 

On lO Or More Tickets. 

GOOD SEATS 
RANDOM SEATING 
SECTIONS CAD 

REMEMBER - SAVE AND 
ORDER TICKETS TODAY!! 

$2.75 
$3.25 

$4.75 
$5.25 

ADVANCE 
AT DOOR 

ADVANCE 
AT DOOR 

VERY GOOD SEATS 
MAIN FLOOR ARENA 
SECTIONS B -

BEST OF ARENA 
MAIN FLOOR 
SECTION A 
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Especially at Rice 

No, the campus store doesn't have tutors, but its convenience 
will help you clear the way for study. Most any sort of 
thing you're likely to need is there, within a short walk of 
any point on campus. 

From paperclips through reading lamps, from pencils and pens 
through typewriters and drawing boards, we have it. 
Want to impress the folks back home? or that special friend? 
We have what you're looking for—engraved stationery, Rice Seal 
novelties, jewelry and gifts. 
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And study aids? Try bookstands, magic markers, bookstands and 
ball points (in all colors), language vocabulary cards, college 
outline books and review sheets as a starter. We can't 
study for you, but we can make it a lot easier. 

If we don't have what you want, we'll get it for you. Be it a 
book or any oher thing regularly stocked by any manufacturer 
or publisher we represent, we will gladly process a special 
order—at no extra charge. 

But books. That's what you'll find in greatest abundance at 
the campus store. We even had to rip out the walls over the 
summer to accommodate the voracious reading habits of Rice 
inhabitants. 
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Come on over and see for yourself. We're in the Student Center 

rice campus 

ifili! 
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