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Dr. Paul Ti l l ich Visi ts Rice 
Nielsen Outlines 
Some Basic Tenets 
To raft's Ideas 

By PROF. N. C. NIELSEN, JR. 
Rice Philosophy Department 
No philosopher of religion or 

theologian has had wider influ-
ence in the United States than 
Professor Paul Tillich of Har-
vard. The popular acclaim given 
to his ideas by television and 
the national magazines hardly 
begins to suggest his profundity. 
Rice is especially for tunate to 
have him as guest during his only 
free week this spring—the Har-
vard Easter recess. 

Tillich came to the United 
States as a refugee from Nazi 
tyranny. He lives in two worlds 
not only geographically (he now 
prefers to write in English), but 
intellectually. He has been sub-
ject to criticism from two direc-
tions because he attempts to re-
late philosophy and religion, with-
out destroying either! 

TILLICH IS KNOWN popular-
ly as the theologian of psychia-
tr ists and artists. What can such 
a diverse designation mean? He 
star ts always with the situation. 
In this sense he is an existen-
tialist. "What are the deeper 
dynamics of artistic creativity 
and moral l i fe?" he asks. Be-
sides the situation, Tillich is in-
terested in larger meanings and 
as a philosopher criticizes any 
too simple answer. 

Tillich's other concern is fai th. 
He wishes to conceive of religion 
in its fullest outreach. All men 
have faith, by which he means 
"ultimate concern" in one form or 
another. The question is not 
whether men will believe but 
only what. On the other hand, re-
ligion and faith are not the same. 
Tillich is a critic as well as a 
friend of institutional religion. 

THE IDEA OF GOD in Tillich's 
theology requires special explan-
ation. He says that he means to 
"go beyond" theism. His position 
is not as extreme as it f i rs t ap-
pears. Tillich means to say— 
among other things—that God is 
not an object or simply a being. 
He is instead, Being Itself, the 
ground (source of life) and abyss 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Students, Faculty To Hear 
Harvard's Noted Theologian 

Professor Paul J. Tillich of Harvard University be-
gins a series of lectures this morning, Tuesday, initiating 
Rice University's Religious Emphasis Week, 1961. 

Having arrived yesterday afternoon, Dr. Tillich will 
be the guest of the University until Friday morning, when 
he will return to Harvard. 

PROF. PAUL J. TILLICH 

Religious Emphasis Week Speaker 

During R-E Week, he will 
deliver two lectures a day 
in Hamman Hall; however, only 

the evening lectures will be open 

to the general public. This should 

insure the Rice student's being 

able to get a seat for at least 

one of Dr. Tillich's lectures. 

Author of such thought-pro-

voking books as the Courage To 

Be and The Dynamics of Faith, 

Prof. Tillich will attempt to di-

rect his remarks to the areas in 

which the students here have ex-

pressed interest, and not to ab-

stractions which the average stu-

dent might not have the back-

ground to understand. The Cam-

pus Store will also tt-y to have 

THE DYNAMICS OF FAITH . . . 

Tillich: 'Neither Faith Nor Doubt 
Can Be Eliminated From Man As Man' 

"Since the life of faith is life 

of ultimate concern and no hu-

man being 4can exist completely 

without such concern, we can say: 

Neither fa i th nor doubt can be 

eliminated from man as man." 

In his book, The Dynamics of 
Faith, Dr. Paul Tillich exam-
ines the nature of faith, and con-
cludes that all men have it. 

ALL MEN, HE says, have an 
ultimate concern which is the 
"centered movement of the whole 
personality toward something of 
ultimate meaning and signifi-
cance." Success and nationalism 

Tillich's Schedule, at Rice 
Tuesday, April 4: 

10:00 am—Lecture, Hamman Hall. Students only. 
12:15 pm—Lunch, Baker College. 
4:30-6:30 pm—Tea and Dinner at Jones College. 
8:15 pm—Lecture, Hamman Hall, public invited. 

Wednesday, April 5: 

10:00 am—Lecture, students only. 
6:00 pm—Dinner, Hanszen College (tentative). 

' 8:15 pm—Lecture, public invited. 

Thursday, April 6: 

9:00 am—Lecture, students only. 
12:15 pm—Lunch, Will Rice College. 
6:00 pm—Dinner, Hanszen College (tentative). 
8:15 pm—Lecture, public invited. 

are common ultimate concerns to-

day. 

The criterions of the t ruth of 
i'aith are: 1) whether 6r not it 
is alive and, 2) that it expresses 
the ultimate which is really ul-
timate. Those sources of ultimate 
concern which are not really ul-
timate, such as success and na-
tionalism, may be considered idol-
atrous. 

FAITH AND SCIENCE are 
not mutually exclusive, but be-
long to different dimensions. One 
cannot reject the other; whenever 
conflict arises it is because one 
of them has stepped into the di-
mension of the other. 

Doubt is a necessary part of 
fai th because (it is on the part 
of a finite being fo r the infinite. 
Whenever there is absolute cer-
tainty, fai th ceases, and fana-
ticism begins. There is also a mat-
ter of risk that what is consid-
ered ultimate nlay be transis-
tory. According to Dr. Tillich, 
"seriousness of doubt is confirma-
tion of faith. It indicates the 
seriousness of the concern, its 
unconditional character." 

HE DISCUSSES WHAT fai th 
is not. I t is not an act of knowl-
edge with a low degree of evi-
dence. Neither is it belief or 
trust in authorities, nor the will 
to believe. "Faith as the state of 
ultimate concern claims the whole 
man and cannot be restricted to 
the subjectivity of mere feeling." 
It is not e m o t i o n ^ 

The language of faith is symbol 

because the ultimate can be dis-

cussed in no other way. The 

"symbol" stands for something 

beyond itself and participates in 

the reality thereof. A "myth" is 

a combination of symbols of ulti-

mate concern. 

A MYTH WHICH is "broken" 
is understood for its symbolic in-
terpretation of reality. An "un-
broken" myth is one which is be-
lieved literally. According to Dr. 
Tillich, Christianity denies the 
unbroken myth because such lit-
eralism is idolatrous and re-
jects the ultimacy of symbols. 

He examines the types of 
fa i th : ecstatic, personal, sacra-
mental, moral, mystical, and ra-
tional. "Only if Christianity is 
able to regain a real experience 
of this unity of the divergent 
types of faith can it express its 
claim to answer the questions and 
to fulfill the dynamics of the his-
tory of faith in past and future." 

—ANN KRIEGEL 

f Dr. Niels Nielsen, of the 
Philosophy Department e x-
plains some concepts basic to 
Tillich's thought on this page. 

0 A review of The Dynam-
ics of Faith is included on this 
page. 

" # A biographical sketch of 
Tillich's life is on page two. 

copies of these two books for 
sale. 

Dr. Tillich will also have var-
ious opportunities to talk to Rice 
students informally on occasions 
such as at the Jones tea this af-
ternoon and at meals in the dif-
ferent colleges. 

It is hoped that all students 
will take advantage of this op-
portunity to hear one of the 
world's most renown contempor-
ary theologians. 

RE Week Instituted 
To Focus Attention 
On Campus Religion 

Religious Emphasis Week was 

established eight years ago large-

ly due to the efforts of the Dean 

of Men at that time, Guy Mc-

Bride, and since then it has 

brought a distinguished theolo-

gian to the Rice campus every 

two years. 

Dr. Paul J . Tillich of Harvard 

University will be the f i f th speak-

er to come to Rice as part of Re-

ligious Emphasis Week. Others 

in this series have been Dr. 

George Buttrick, also of Har-

vard; Dr. Joseph Sittler, of the 

University of Chicago; Dr. Ed-

ward McCready, now Chancellor 

of the University of the South; 

and Dr. Theodore M. Greene, of 

Yale University. 

THE PURPOSE of Religious 

Emphasis Week has been to call 

attention to religion on the col-

lege campus. It is a general cus-

tom, a time set apart in some 

way or another, at most univer-

sities throughout the nation, and 

it has attempted to bring the 

student into closer contact with 

outstanding professors of relig-

ious thought. 

In the past, all of the Religious 
Emphasis Week speakers, with 
the exception of Dr. McReady, 
have published their evening lec-
tures, which have been given un-
der the Rockwell Lecturing pro-
gram. 

The participation of the Rice 
student in Religious Emphasis 
Week in past years has been very 
good, and he has been given the 
chance to do much of the plan-
ning involved in bringing these 
thinkers to the campus. 
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A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH . . . 

Tillich Had To Leave Germany 
As Critic O f Nazism In 1933 

Paul Tillich was born in Star-
zeddel, Kreis Guben, Prussia, on 
August 20, 1886, the son of Jo-
hannes Tillich, a Lutheran minis-
ter, and Mathilde (Durselen) Til-
lich. Dr. Tillich married Hannah 
Werner in 1924; their two chil-
dren are Erdmuthe and Rene Ste-
phan. 

He studied at several European 
universities including the Uni-
versity of Berlin, 1904; the Uni-
versity of Tubingen, 1905; the 
University of Halle, 1905-07; and 
the University of Berlin, 1908. 
He received his Doctor of Philos-
ophy degree from the University 
of Breslau in 1911. 

PROFESSOR TILLICH held 
teaching posts in leading univer-
sities in Germany before com-
ing to the United States a t the 
age of 47. He was Privatdozent 
of Theology at the University of 
Berlin, 1919-24; Professor of The-
ology at the University of Mar-
burg, 1924-25; full Professor of 
Philosophy of Religion at Dres-
den and Leipzig, 1925-29; and 
full Professor of Philosophy at 
the University of Frankfurt-am-
Main, 1929-33. Before beginning 

TILLICH . . . 
(Continued from Page 1) 

(mystery). God alone is the re-
ality to which man can give him-
self fully. Ultimate loyalty to 
any other object is sin. 

Tillich describes God as "sym-
bol." It must be emphasized that 
he does not use this term to des-
ignate unreality or myth, but the 
reverse. Rather, he offers a cri-
tique of literalism. A symbol par-
ticipates in but is not equal with 
the reality for which it stands. 
This is a critique of both nom-
inalism and positivism. Similar-
ly, Tillich's idea of the demonic 
is symbolic. 

PROFESSOR TILLICH'S even-
ing lectures are for the general 
Houston community. His morning 
presentation will be limited to 
facultv and students. He will 
speak in Hamman Hall, Tuesday 
at 10 am, Wednesday at 10 and 
Thursday at 9. The faculty has 
received a memorandum from Dr. 
Croneis' office stating that class-
es may be dismissed. 

Students will find an unusual 
but profound approach in Til-
lich's addresses. All that he has 
to say will not be understood at 
once, although he is clear enough 
for comprehension. Professor Til-
lich's books are available a t tthe 
Rice Campus Store in paperback 
editions. His Dynamics of Faith 
and The Courage To Be are es-
pecially recommended as intro-
ductions to his thought. 

his teaching career, he served 

for four years as a chaplain in 

the German army during the f i rs t 

World War. 

As an outspoken- critic of 
Nazism he was compelled to leave 
Germany af ter the rise of Hitler, 
and in 1933 he came to America 
at the invitation of Union Theo-
logical Seminary. He became a 
citizen of the United States in 
1940. 

FROM 1933 to 1955, he was 
professor of Philosophical The-
ology at Union Theological Sem-
inary in New York City. Upon his 
retirement from Union, he ac-
cepted an invitation to join the 
faculty of Harvard Divinity 
School, and in July of 1954, Pres-
ident Nathan M. Pusey announc-
ed the appointment of Dr. Tillich 
as University Professor in Har-
vard University. (The title of 
"University Professor" at Har-
vard is reserved for a small num-
ber of scholars who are fi*ee to 
work "on the frontiers of know-
ledge" without restriction as to 
field.) 

Dr. Tillich is a member of the 
American Philosophical Associa-
tion, the American Theological 
Association and the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
He was one of the founders of 
Selfhelp for Refugees f rom Cen-
tral Europe, Inc., and is now 
their honorary president. He 
serves on the editorial boards of 
Daedalus, Pastoral Psychology 
and Existential Inquiries. 

SINCE THE END of World 
War II, Dr. Tillich has returned 
several summers to teach again 
in some of Germany's leading 
universities. During the summers 
of 1956 and 1958 he taught in the 
theological faculty of the Uni-
versity of Hamburg and also at 
the University of Berlin. He is 
the author of several books pub-
lished in Germany on philosophy 
and the philosophy of religion 
that appeared in the 1920's but 
which have been largely unavail-
able up to now. 

A major project is now under-
way to publish in German the col-
lected works of both his German 
and English writings. Evangel-
isches Verlagswerk in Stut tgart 
published the f i rs t of nine vol-
umes in 1959. Several of his 
books have been translated into 
Italian, Dutch and Japanese. Con-
siderable interest in his thought 
has been shown by scholars in 
Japan, and in the early summer 
of 1960, he was the guest lecturer 
of the Japan Committee for In-
tellectual Interchange. Among the 
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host universities were the Univer-
sities of Kyoto, Tokyo, Doshisha, 
International Christian Univer-
sity and the Tokyo Union Theo-
logical Seminary. 

FROM HIS EARLY German 
writing up to the present, his 
main interests have always been 
the boundary line between theol-
ogy and philosophy, and gener-
ally in the area of religion and 
culture. An early interest which 
continues to be an active one 
in both his lecturing and writing 
is the relation between religion 
and depth psychology. Other 
strong interests have been in re-
lating religion and the philosoph-
ical movement of existentialism 
and religion and the visual arts. 

In addition to his regular 
classes at Harvard—in the Col-
lege and in the Divinity School 
—Professor Tillich is currently 
writing the third and final vol-
ume of his life work, Systematic 
Theology (University of Chicago 
Press). To quote his own words, 
he builds his theology "on the 
method of correlation between 
questions arising out of the hu-
man predicament and the an-
swers given j n the classical sym-
bols of religion." 

WRC Establishes 
Fellows Program 

In a unanimous action, the 
Will Rice College Diet has 
voted to establish the College 
Fellows, a group who will en-
courage academic achievement 
and attach the name of the col-
lege to the ideal of academic 
excellence. 

The Fellows, a group of 
about 20 juniors and seniors to 
be selected on the basis of 
scholastic achievement, will be 
installed in a college meeting 
Sunday, April 9. In the future, 
new members will be chosen by 
the Fellows at the beginning of 
each semester from a list pre-
pared by the Resident Asso-
ciates and the Master, Dr. 
James Fulton. 

"In making this move, the 
college is seeking to undertake 
the role that befits it as par t 
of a university," said Carruth 
McGeh§e, president of the col-
lege. 

Harvard Const Ta Kaa 
Far Afternoon's Debate 

This afternoon, Tuesday, two Harvard debaters will 
challenge two Rice debaters on the topic "Compulsory 
Health Insurance" in a debate to start at 4:30 in the 
Fondren Library Lecture Lounge. 

Jim Bob Doty and Reed Martin will represent Rice, 
while Gene Clements and 
David Broussard will re-
present Harvard. All four 
are from Houston and have met 
before in various high school de-
bates. 

HARVARD HAS SENT its de-
baters as a result of Rice's ex-
cellent showing in the Harvard 
Invitational in February. The 
team of Doty, Martin, John Wolf, 
and Gary Webb introduced Rice 
to Eastern schools so that many 
of them might include the Uni-
versity in later tours. 

Harvard had not planned orig-
inally to include Rice in its spring 
tour but changed its mind af ter 
one of the Rice teams scored in 
the top 97 percentile and the 
other in the top 95 in the meet 
in Boston. 

AT THE TIME of the Harvard 
Invitational last February, the 
.possibility was raised that Colum-
bia University might also debate 

with Rice in Houston, but later 
confirmation of this debate has 
not yet been received by The 
Thresher. 

Curl and Tobocman 

Get Sloan Grants 
Dr. Robert Curl, Jr . , Assist-

ant Professor of Chemistry, 
and Dr. William Tobocman, As-
sociate Professor of Physics, 
have received grants f rom the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation fo r 
"basic research in the physical 
sciences." 

The Foundation has awarded 
over $1 million in two-year unre-
stricted research grants to sev-
enty university scientists over teh 
cpuntry. They will be effective in 
September. 

FIRST RELEASE.. 

Peace Corps Volunteer 
Questionnaire Now Ready 

The Peace Corps headquarters 
has now mailed Volunteer Ques-
tionnaires to the presidents of 
2,000 colleges and universities for 
campus distribution, although stu-
dents who have written to the 
Peace Corps or to the President 
to volunteer will automatically 
receive questionnaires direct from 
Washington. 

The questionnaire can also be 
obtained by writing to Congress-
men or Senators or to the Peaqe 
Corps, Washington 25, D.C. 

THEY ARE ALSO available at 
local Post Offices and will be dis-
tributed by the United States De-
partment of Agriculture Directors 

Host Committee Winds Up 
Several Weeks Of Planning 

For the past few weeks a spec-
ial host committee has handled 
the last-minute details for Prof. 
Paul Tillich's visit. 

Headed by Judy Poin'sett, this 
committee has planned such 
things as where Prof. Tillich 
would spend time with students 
and what questions the Rice stu-
dent would like to have answered 
most. Its members will also usher 
at all of his lectures. 

Roy Nolen, Robert Johnston, 
Roy Reid, and Jody Hanke head-
ed various sub-committees. 

The other committee members 
included Lamar Allen, Don Teal, 
and Marvin Tarrant, all f rom 
Hanszen; Ted Brunn, Bob Her-
ring, Dick Jekel, and John Rea-

vis, all from Wiess; 

Martin Arthur, Grant Hutchins, 
Robert E. Lewis, and Don Payne, 
all from Will Rice; Alton Bryant, 
Clyde Mayo, Eugene Richeson, 
and Jack Schwade, all -from Ba-
ker; 

Sperry Blake, Ann Hebert, Kay 
Kellogg, Bethie Rollins, and Mary 
Day Milbank, all f rom Jones 
North; Mary Ann Boone, Betty 
Creech, Pat Hills, Tess Lindsay, 
and Cynthia Lyle, all from Jones 
South; 

Marillyn Bresky, Jo Beth Jag-
gers, Penny Pillow, Wendy Rain-
bow, Rosalynn Revis, Marjorie 
Trulan, Rolfe Johnson, Steven 
Paine, and Clay Wellborn, all 
non-residents. 

of State Agricultural Extension 

Services for relay to their coun-

ty agents. 

The questionnaire is four pages 
long. I t asks 28 questions. I t also 
asks the potential Volunteer to 
list references. An explanatory 
sheet is attached. 

The questionnaire was pre-
pared by the Peace Corps staff 
with the advice of recruiting and 
questionnaire specialists f rom 
government, business, labor, pri-
vate educational exchange agen-
cies and universities. Students at 
Howard University (Washington, 
D.C.) and Wakefield High School 
(Arlington, Virginia) were asked 
to fill it out as a test of its ef-
fectiveness before final form was 
approved. 

THE QUESTIONNAIRE asks 
the potential Volunteer for the 
following kinds of information: 
Education, job experience, pro-
ficiency in languages, technical 
skills, availability for Peace 
Corps service, special foreign 
area knowledge, health, military 
service, avocations, hobbies and 
athletic participation, organiza-
tional activity and leadership, and 
geographical preference for as-
signment. 

A copy of the questionnaire is 
posted in The Thresher office. 

Thanksl 
The Thresher wishes to thank 

the colleges and the Student 
Association, who helped defray 

/the costs of this special issue. 


