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President and Mrs. Lovett 
Will Honor Seniors With 

Garden Party Today. 

The final ball for the class of 1935 

wil l be he ld tonight at the Rice Hotel 

beginning at ten o'clock. Plans have 

been made to make this affair the b ig-

gest and best funct ion of i ts sort ever 

held b y a graduating class and it i s 

c l imaxing one of the most successful 

social seasons for seniors that people 

connected with the institute have wi t -

nessed. Much credit is due to Pres i -

dent Rale igh White and his aides for 

their excel lent arrangements. 

In recognit ion of the services p e r -
formed for the class the present o f -
ficers of the senior class were e lected 
b y acclaimation to be the permanent 
off icers of the Class of '35 at the Senior 
Banquet that was held at San Jacinto 
Inn on the evening of Friday, May 31. 

Lee M. Shearer, former member of 
the facul ty at Rice made the principle 
address. 

Favors w e r e g iven to the ladies in 
attendant at the function held in a 
modest ly decorated parlor. 

The Senior American w a s held Sat -
urday morning at the Riee "Top Deck" 
and the seniors and their fr iends danced 
to the scintillating rythms of Seymour 
Simons and his orchestra. This band 
wi l l b e on hand tonight to give more 
of the delightful music . 

A t f ive o'clock this afternoon the 
President and Mrs. Lovett wil l enter-
tain the seniors at the Annual Garden 
Party, which will be held in the Court 
of the Physic Laboratories. 
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Gold Watches Are Presented 
To Outstanding 

Members. 
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Last Monday night at College Inn 

the R Association of Rice Institute held 

their annual banquet. Captains were 

elected in four sports, and letter awards 

w e r e announced in tennis, golf, and 

track. The banquet, celebrating cham-

pionship teams in football, basketball, 

and honoring Wilbur Hess, winner of 

the Southwest Conference singles title, 

was one of the most enthusiastic turn-

outs in the .history of the association. 

Gold wrist watches were awarded to 

the football lettermen, basketball l e t -

termen, Wilbur Hess, Jake Hess, and 

L o u Hertenberger. These were ap-

propriately engraved. 

The basketball lettermen elected R. 

T. Eaton to captain the 1936 cage team. 

"Smokey" Brothers and J e s s Pet ty were 

e lected co-captains of the track team. 

Bi l l Lorimer wi l l lead the tennis team, 

and Denton Wise was selected as golf 

captain. 

Only one letter award was made to 

the golf team, that going to Bill Bar -

ton, w h o was low scorer of the Owls 

in the conference tournament. Hess 

and Bil l Lorimer were awarded tennis 

letters. 

The track lettermen are Louis Broth-

ers, Bill Wallace, Jess Petty, Harold 

Johnson, David Weichert, Vernon Wil -

son, Eugene Oliver, Kit Reid, Sam 

Mays, Norman Letts, Barney Haley, 

"Doc" Metzler, Aaron Stanford. 

Jake Hess was e lected n e w president 

of the R Association. John McCauley 

w a s e lected student representative to 

the committee on athletics. Fred Stan-

cliff w a s re-e lected secretary-treasurer 

of the association. 
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Kathryn Pearson Will Not 
Defend Collegiate Title 

Kathryn Pearson, the Woman's Na-
tional Intercollegiate Tennis Champion, 
has stated that "she will not defend her 
title in the intercollegiate circles this 
summer. She will attend summer 
school at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder and intends to play in the 
Colorado State Tournament. 

erry s 
a n r p j i t p a , t i l C c t t c 

Overflowing Crowd Attends Opening of Commencement 
Ceremonies at Chemistry 

Courts. 

Lest IVe Forget 

The twentieth annual commencement 
of The Rice Institute opened yesterday 
morning with a Baccalaureate sermon 
delivered by the Reverend Williard L. 
Sperry, D.D., Dean of The Harvard 
Divinity School. 

A large crowd attended the open air 
affair that, was held in the Court of 
the Chemistry Laboratories, at nine 
o'clock in the morning, It w a s the first 
commencement exercise that has been 
held in this location—in previous years 
the exercises w e r e held in the Court 
at the Administration Building. 

Promptly at nine o'clock the Rice 
Band under the direction of Lee Cheat-
ham began playing and after a f e w 
strains the procession started from the 
Administration Building, and moved 
toward the Chemistry Court. When the 
procession reached the tomb of the 
founder of the institute, Will iam Marsh 
Rice, Mary Calder Rice, niece of the 
founder, accompanied -by three officers 
of the senior class, placed a wreath 
upon the tomb. After the opening cere -
monies Dean Sperry spoke. 

Nehemiah II, 17—"Then said I unto 
them, Y e see the distress w e are in 

. . come, and let u s bui ld up again 
tre wall of Jerusalem." 

• * * 

Leslie Stephen, the English critic of 
a generation ago, once said that he 
k n e w nothing about the theological i n -
fallibility of the Bible, but that h e did 
believe in the plenary l iterary inspira-
tion of the narrative parts of the Old 
Testament. All of us share that belief. 
There never h a v e been any stories to 
match those of the H e b r e w Bible. T h e y 
littve j j i i . 1 into oui *h .lUght aitc* 
speech as the common coin by which 
w e share our experiences. It is in this 
spirit that I g ive y o u for our bacca-
laureate day certain parables of life, 
drawn from this ancient story of the 
men of Nehcmiah's day rebuilding the 
walls of their world. 

I. 
The story i s prefaced by a s imple 

and gallant sentence: "The people had 
a mind to work." It wou ld be an i n -
sult to those of y o u w h o are leaving 
here this year to ask y o u whether y o u 
have that mind. Presumably y o u are 
cherishing a hope and making plans 
for your work. The real question is, 
can you f ind work? 

Those of u s a generation ahead of 
you, who were able to strike roots into 
our business or profession twenty 
years ago, are fortunate, tt is no v ir-
tue to us that w e came on the scene 
w h e n there w e r e jobs for all. We have 
heard much in recent years of the wi ld 
morals and the wi lder political t h e -
ories of present -day college m e n and 
w o m e n of America. Before w e criticize 
y o u w e ought to try to put ourse lves 
in your place. We have happily been 
spared the perplexity and the humi l ia -
tion of standing idle in the market 
places of the world because no man 
has hired us. W e h a v e h a d our work 
and our livelihood. It is otherwise wi th 
you. Today y o u have no assurance 
that you wi l l be granted the f irst o N j l l 
human birthrights, the right to work. 
H o w can w e expec t y o u to take with 
complacency an age and a land where 
this right is so often denied you. If 
w e were in your place w e should u n -
derstand better your just resentment 
at a society which somehow is not able 
to guarantee y o u your right to bread-
labor. The world has not been as kind 
to y o u as it w a s to us, and it ill b e -
comes u s to criticize y o u without first 
attempting to understand you. 

Yet when one has said so much it 
still remains true that the mind to work 
is by no means a universal and con-
stant fact, Wordsworth speaks some-
where of "that majestic indolence so 
dear to native "man", and there is in 
us all a natural man who is always 
ready to be idle. Not only Is this so, 
but the kind of work for which col-
lege* and universities stand is the 
hardest of all work. There was a minor 
German poet at the beginning of the 
last century who was always saying to 
his friends: "If thinking were only not 
so hard," In that remark he betrayed 
why he remained a minor poet. 

It is beside the mark to waste time 
discussing whether work is a curse or 
a blessing, £ punishment or an oppor-
tunity. Ihe Bible Is not consistent at 
this point. At the beginning ok the 
Old Testament it seems to be a penalty 
for sin. Toward the end of the New 
Testament it seems to become a 
chance to share the task of God. Men 
have never been agreed on the mat-
ter. At one moment we condemn men 
to hard labor for life, at another rtiK-

The academic year about to close has 
been a good year, perhaps the best one 
of all. It has been, none the less a 
hard year, for in no year since the war 
have w e lost so m a n y friends and bene -
factors by death. Since we last a s -
sembled at commencement time there 
has passed on: 

MRS. JAMES; L. AUTRY, author of 
innumerable kindnesses to us, and who 
gave to the s tudents Aulry House ad-
joining the campus, as a memorial to 
her husband; 

DR. STOCKTON AXSON, for t w e n -

Crisis in Railroad Industry Is Due to Financial and Economic 
Maladjustment; Service Is Better Than 

Ever Before. 

ment w e call them, invite them, elect j t y - t w o years Professor at- English Li t - j 
them to hard labor for life. Whatever J erature, admired by all who read him, j I r J ^ ( 

it may be, work is a necessity. A n d no j beloved of all w h o knew him; 
man wil l ever have tasted what human I MR. EUGENE L. BENDER, lumber-
l i fe is until he knows the meaning o f ; m a n a n d capitalist, who has left us an 

j unrestricted bequest of S200,CIQ() far a 

WILLARD L. SPERRY 

memorial to his mother. Lena Bender, 
and his father, Charles Bonder. Sr., 
pioneer builders and manufacturers in 
Texas, wi th descendants among the 
promising students of this institution; 

MISS J O H N E L L E HRYAN. whose 
bequest of $2500 will enable us to e s -
tablish another scholarship, and t h u s . j ^ y ^ hot be otherwise 
maintain a memorial to her own. l i fe-
time of devoted service to teaching 
and learning; 

MR. ROBERT I. COHEN of Galves -
ton, whose son, GEORGE S., inspired 
by his father's example of loyalty and 
integrity, gave u s the Robert and Agnes 
Cohen House in honor of his parents; 

PROFESSOR HUGO DE VR1ES of 
Amsterdam, inaugural lecturer in 1912, 
who maintained throughout, every one 
of the intervening year-, a lively inter-
est in our work; 

MR. E D W A R D ANDREW PEDEN, 
for twe lve years a trustee of this foun-
dation, and of faithful and notable 
service alike to state, church, and u n -

The commencement address for the j 
of 1985 was delivered the morn- j 

ing of June 3, at nine o'clock, in the j 
'Court, of the Chemistry Laboratories. 
The speaker for the occasion was Ralph ; 
Buck), Dr. Engr, President of the B u r l - i 
ington Lines. The context of the ad- | 
dress is as fol lows 

During the last three or four four ! 
years there has been a tendency t o ' 
question almost every phase of what 
w e call progress and to doubt whether 
the sum. total has been, in reality, a 
gain. This is but natural, in fact it 

iti these trying I 
times- I wish to speak of this subject j 
today, but I shall confine my remarks, 
chiefly, to the sphere of material prog-
ress, to the direction in which it seems 
to me it has gone and in which it is 
l ikely or desirable that it may go. The 
third chapter of Macaulay's History of 
England is an excel lent example of the 
merit of taking stock after a period of 
active changes. I should like to adopt 
as a basis' for my discussion a short 
paragraph fro mithat chapter, which 
reads as fol lows: 

"In every experimental science there 
is a tendency town! d perfection In 
every human being there is si wish to 
ameliorate his own condition. These 
two principles have often sufficed, even 

Hess Plans 

Brain Trust 
In Portugal 
Too- Caldwell 
Rice Professor Visits Campus 

During Graduation 
Exercises. 

Robert. Granville Caldvve!;. M.nfctW 
to Portugal, and Dean on Jj^ve " l i ' f lX 
sence from Rice Institute. ;;; an m l e | i 
v i ew Saturday morning expressed worm 
admiration for the member- ol this 
y e a r s .graduating cities . and 
them all kinds of hick in i h o r pufri 
suits after leaving; the institute I>. 
Oaldwelj is pipetted with ti < nieces*.: 

and advancement tha : : «n iu . f<ic.c< 
graduates have aiiolneil. "Gut gr.io.4*; 
ates compare most favorable tihti' 
graduate* of other i m i v e r p n n a n d a!l 

lot ol them lire sueeev.-lr.it: in their1 

woik." 

When asked about tin c< mpiinsori ol 
the Portuguese -executive aove riimetat, 
Dr. Caldwell laughingly said, Amer-
ica's Brain Trust will hardly 
with that ol jjporlqjga!;' Half et" 
iuel memliors :,of the ^governr 
university officials and. profess. 
Prime Mitiister'jis^Priffv^.!!-': vf 
at t'oiemba,Portugal's Co'",v.,: 
era!'Arts; 'f'he Minister' of 'FV>>|. 
tats is' rector ;:arid; Pi'oi'e? 
the University fit liis'lu'm. 
ol the: Col"t i • : 
jc.H "'at' Abe . Jmv,!.uiuverrit'y 

1 1 IBs n l 
M B 

r; 

T! 

RALPH BVDO 

what the Russian novelists of the last ' " m r ^ DANIEL RIPLKY. who e n d o w -
century used to call "bread-labor." 
This labor cannot be a lways exci t ing 
and interesting. Charles Eliot is r e -

(Continued on page 4) 
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Ten Students 
Enter Phi 

Beta Kappa 
Honorary Society Elected 25 

New Members This 
Year. 

At a meeting of the Beta Chapter of 
the Phi Beta Kappa, honorary scholas-
tic fraternity, -Jield Thursday afternoon, 
the fol lowing students were elected to 
the society: George Alv in Garrett, 
William Grosvenor Pollard, Samuel 
Knox Banner, Earl Bower Barnes, 
Esther Irene Beman, Phil ip Augustus 
Belligie, Ray Augustus Cook, Laurence 
Kawabe Kellersberger, Luolin Eliza-
beth Storey, Kathleen Marjorie Wilson. 
This chapter is one of t w o chapters in 
Texas; the other chapter is at the 
Universi ty of Texas. 

Other members elected this year are: 
in the spring, Richard DeYoung. Jr., 
Deborah Gertrude Goldofski, Margaret 
Rose Lodge, William Henry Masterson. 
Eby Nell McElrath, and Clarence 
Scheps; in the fall, John Henry Crook-
er, J r , Helen Elizabeth Johnston, Mil -
dred Rosetta McDavid, Willie Eunice 
Magee, George Edgar Pike, Fred Terry 
Rogers, Jr., and Mildred Louise Se l -
kirk. This completes the roster of 
twenty - f i ve n e w members. 

Of Tennis 
Rice Star Will End His Last 

Season of Tournament 
' Tennis. 

porous. 
1 think H 

when counteracted by .great p i ]b% 
ealiuiiitiesiftnd.'by bad; in.«tituti"ris, i n 
carry civilization rapidly forward.! No 
ordinary liiisfdrtuiiii-'i,, n'J' ordinary S i i t e 

•nmetit. will d" much ® make | 
hi wretched, as the constant prog-

ress of physical knewledee and ike 
constant-effort oi every mfei !" better 
himself will do to make a natum t>ros-

. nnf'.ortan-. iia'tr-' (.o-'v.--
riO'inl.H r that he could -say this t. von in 
the lace < f such' cmidinopj' as Aib'.une.i 

. . . , . ,, ,,, .. , , .it •!,(.• tune ol Cha:,l."- die S .eon. . . .,i;'i : 
\\ edtiepday at Dallas V d b u r Hess. . •„,( J f e f i 

Hices Southwest Conterencc tennis - J ^ : 

t.iojif,' proatcr difficulties, irt }•ijis'f ' 
more eoiuiviuous. than :;itvy v., hi,v.. •• 
.known On the other hand, die nrnr.'y 
years that have pa,vr<j'since' lie V-V'-V 
tlaise words have • brought' .•^'rgjdor,. 

'changes than have o c e u r n d chnin:.; a;u i 
i |•.'.•vi"iis <4t't||ui;y 

p | »®!w|. ; $ : « i 
Since die .-.i-calliil .li-daitt ;.e ' ec:, 

• lution. all industry has ex|>erioneed a 
.phenomenal yrowtb, and the lapidi!;. 
(if this growth coupled with lack ot' 
previous experience, has inevitably re-
sulted in many mistakes, much waste , 
error, injustice. Also, each industry 

„ , " |V' . has had its periods of rapid expansion 
For several vears the slight . . . 1 

. , , , ., o , , , , ' , , . and impiovemeiit and its .consequent 
At the annual banquet of the Rice Owl netter has ranked among the best 1 

ed scholarships to the memory of her 
husband and others ift her own! harae; 
and rewarded still farther the bene-
ficiaries of these endowments with her 
personal good will and affection while 

i she lived; 
| MRS. M. L.-ROBBIh'S, u.-.citizen 
. the whole w ide world by travel, who 
; lias beejueaerieu ,̂)lKJ'.r to (he Stiuderris 
j Loan Fund as a memorial to her h u s -
] band, whose; earlier career in railway 
i transportation, is also, borive-in kind.'re-
j membrancc , in this comnkumtv. 

I and MR. HARRIS WEINGARTKN I 
native of Poland, founder of. a wel l - champion will begju th- sum-nei toui 
known family and substantia) businoss n « , n U : n t !|J |})< StaU1 chani-
enterprise, who has bequeathed SlOW} ^ ' h o w m g tins tournament 

Ito the yeneral funds of the Rice Insti- h'uve on a iotir which will 
j t 'u i € ! : I'arry is'mm NfitibnVil 

For the noble works of these > tir ; ;:,<1et ,n Chicago on June 25. 
' benefactors we- thank God. and from Hc.-s w;.i participate in the S o u . b u n 
! their heartenlhg e x a i b p l o ^ e take cour- Championships. at Nasrhvi.lle; l e i m . , and 
j « t ? * e Xational Clay iC'ourts Championship, 
j* V'̂  -v'';""".". ' ' V i i t i ' • / C h i t i a g i v p r e v i o u s to.',the collegiate' 
| tiiUrhaitiebt. Following1 .the latter: ev^nt; 

T > J f ^ the Rice star will compete in the Weist-
| l A C l U . V J l V v l i | ern Chanipionship, also at Chicago. 

1~» i « | | Hess, who graduates this year, h a s ! 
Q O ( j A w a r u ' -"I '^'nced his intention of giving up ; 

'tournament, tennis fol lowing this s u m - ' 
: m o r s tour 

l -nd .grudutites' o!' one ot Porttu a! ' 
rrtivi-r sifWS These offices ..re 

',c.ith thi appiovnl of the {>ct>p» 
'•the biLsiiau.s inen of P o n u . .1. vslj 

ulad to place , these .men l; •' 
ai.nlairity because reiilue " 

. fairs .of uovfrniner,' can i., c »• 
dueled:•})>" teen with ui 'Versify 
um, win 

ittriiid:"';.:! 
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e, • I S|-
• 01. fiwi&jft'l'l 
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1 

Bp :(•'.'t.lks '• ••• 
'.pOss'ejy.onv •• • i:.j 

fe l-einv • ft.'oi i ••. U•' 
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•Paini'tae'tnniji r . . tl ii,t i ; 
ii?;e,iti:;|,t • (id iit V.r .•se,,; 
.'•teaiiislup h u e t u i i u t i i v 
iea and Por1-,i ;a: • 

i 'ot t 1 ,̂:', is . r: ]>0,'i :• !!'. 
A n i e r i e a n ; (i-urif.ts. V.t - e!.-r, .; 
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Band which w a s he ld last Friday night 
at the Golfcrest Country Club, the o f -
ficers for the coming year were elected. 
For the year 1935-36 George Shipley 
was elected president and William Eli-
saff was elected business manager. 
Richard Hudson w h o served as librarian 

I this year was re-e leeted to the post for 
another year. 

Kittrell Hugo Reid was awarded the 
Monigomery C u p which is given each 
year to the best a l l -around bandsman. 
Reid h a s long b e c ^ ^ n outstanding 
member of the band a w his receiving 
this award is positive recognition for 
the merits of the musician. 

,, . , • »„ But 1 flt'lii'Ve 1 llal 
collegiate players in the country and ' . . . 
last vear went to the semi-f inals of ! phonomen,, are. not. inherent « r 

the National CoUegiate rttoet before he h l " , h e y # f l | ^ 
was beaten by Gene Mako in a bitterly ! casualt .es of an experiment.,I penod. 
fought match, Mako won the title the I. Hecogn*in« the tendency of e x p e i -
following day ' lmental science toward perfection ; as a 

.. Hess will play in the doubles in the j 

• Teutonic strai ..- S'.;; 

I'or!ugal.- tla-ii;.-! i! '... 
: lx>uiidiiries' ,-r(>a:.,t.:i., t 
! I k r i w ^ ' b^fjjwli«SfiSSipi;J1 'f-

tnrc. us cu.ltum is moti 
tvpe wbiii its cctinbhui 

mil a h a ' ' . , 
most important factor in progress, and M 'JJ''" " ''' ''' 

I should ,like to i l lustrate 

, , op: 

Texas Sta le Tourney paired with his ! i , y ' . , , . 
brother, Jake Hess, w h o won the South- ' , h t ' ^ h t " f n l^micular f.eld pt 
west Conference s ingles title in 1933. H & v o r ; the one with which 1 happen 

Last summer Wilbur toured l h c » eonneeted. transp,rtaUon 
country and won several s ingles titles, I1 , w l W f t J S m dom«-so . no l . eh te l l y , 
as well as several doubles champion- i ^ u s e it is the one with which I f m , 
ship. In the doubles Hess teamed with 
' Doc" Barn Southern Methodist tennis, 
ace, 

;:iue.. 
the 

Fu-i 
Dr. 
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THE RICE INSTITUTE 
AN AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

DEDICATED TO THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF LIBERAL AND TECHNICAL LEARNING 

AND THE PROGRESS OF MANKIND 
IN LETTERS SCIENCE AND ART 

' " FOUNDED AND ENDOWED 
AD MAIORIUM DEI GLORlUM 

BY WILLIAM MARSH RICE 
IN FREEDOM FOR RESEARCH 
TO SOBER FEARLESS PURSUIT 

OF TRUTH BEAUTY RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AND TO ALL HIOH EMPRISE CONSECRATED 

WOULD HAVE ALL MEN KNOW BY THESE PRESENTS 
THAT IN THE PRESENCE OF THE TRUSTEES FACULTY 

STUDENTS AND FRIENDS OF THIS UNIVERSITY 
IN PUBLIC CONVENTION ASSEMBLED 

AT ITS TWENTY -FIRST ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT 
THE TRUSTEES H*VE CONFERRED UPON-

THEOBALD BLINKUS 
A STUDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 

THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS 
• \ylTH' ALL TUB RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES 

APPERTAINING TO THAT DEGREE 
Houston, Texas EDGAR ODELL LOVETT 

June Third President 
A. D. MDCCCCXXXV 

Institute In their "pursuit of truth, beauty, and 
The parody, written by Mr. I, M. Wilford, on 

The 'Grecian Urn' 
diploma was espe-
cially designed by 
Dr. Lovett for the 
Class of 1916, the 
first class to grad-
uate f r o m t h e 
Rice I n s t i t u t e . 
This unique fonn 
was so well liked 
that it has con-
tinued is use from 
that time on. That 
Dr. L o v e t t is 
deeply influenced 
by Ancient Greek 
culture is shown 
by his custom of 
concluding his ad-
dress with a Ho-
meric l ine . The 
Grecian Urn will 
always be a sym-
bol a n d inspira-
tion to the stud-
ents of the R iee 

THE RICE INSTITUTE 
CLASS OF 1925 

A BUNCH OF AMERICANS 
OF UBERAL AND TECHNICAL LEARNING 

OTHERWISE REASONABLY SOBER 
PREVIOUSLY EXPOSED TO 

LETTERS SCIENCE AND ART 
TURNED OUT BUT NOT ENDOWED 

TO A FEARFUL PURSUIT 
AND SEARCH FOR SUBSISTENCE 

IN MEDIO DEPRESSIONS MUCHISSIMO 
WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW BY THESE PRESENTS 

THAT THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY REUNION DINNER 
FOR GRADUATES EX-STUDENTS AND FRIENDS 

IN CONVOCATION WILL ASSEMBLE 
VERY VERY INFORMALLY 

IN THE COMMONS AND 
CLASSMATE 

YOU MUST COME 
AND BRING YOUR SPOUSE OR DATE 

THE CHARGE WILL BE ONE1 DOLLAR EACH 
FOR ALL THE RIGHTS DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES 

APPERTAINING TO THAT DINNER 
ON CAMPUS t . M. WILFORD 
JUNE FIRST President 
A. D. MDCCCCXXXV 
AT 7:30 P .M. 

righteousness." 
. je occasion of the tenth annual reunion of the Class of '25, of which 

he is president, shows that Rice graduates know how to season their more sober pursuits with a little of the salt of wit 

For many centuries, however , there 
was no further improvement in land 
travel. In fact, there w a s retrogres-

! sion, for after the Roman time the p o l -
icy of building and maintaining good 

; roads was to some extent abandoned, 
j And until the beginning of the n i n e -
I teenth century there w a s nd improve -
! ment whatever in methods and m e a n s 
of transportation over such roads as 
existed. There were the pack saddle, 
sled, and travois, the cart, wagon, coach, 
and nothing else. Steam had been 
known for the t w o thousand years but 
until a little over a hundred years ago 
it was not applied to commercial car -
riers. , 

North American Indians did not even 
know the wheel , but packed or drag-
ged their burdens on land. T h e y built 
some ingenious water crnftt however , 
the best known being the birch" canoe 
and the dugout. Narratives of early 
western travelers report the Mandans 
using curious round boats made by 
covering basket- l ike frames with buf -
falo hides, frbm which the boats war# 
called "Bullboats". I had supposed 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Caldwell hofH-s ti, veiufeti to K 
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most familiar, but W a u s e it has, ] : '. 
, think, more than any other, a special ; 
and profound relevance to progress, t'h r i . 1 • I ' I 
the development of a nation, to the o t f l u l l l l l l I I K H M ' 

! very eharacter and form of a civi l iza- ' 
•lion. It, is hot" an aecjdOnt that the j 
greatest empire of antiquity sliould | 

. have bven the one that had the best 
transportation system. It w a s upon Construction of the north st.,r.ds of 
good roads that the Roman conquerors K k . 0 fieW i s m ) W W [ . | | u n a ( r wav The 
wisely relied to hold together their vas t f o u n d a t i o n is laid and actual construe-

: empire. ;tion of the stands is slated to get under 
way this week. 

Construction 

The new stands are being constructed 
to meet the increased demand that tc*>k 
place last year and is expeetcil to con-
tinue. The new stands will increase 
the seating capacity by several thou-
sand. They will b'e three hundred and 
six feet long and eighteen rows high, 
permitting a seating capacity of 3800. 

The contract for the construction of 
the stands was let on May 11 to E. A. 
Fretz Construction Company. The bid 
was $16,090. This includes the cost of 
building a modern press box and broad-
casting booth. The press box will scat 
approximately 100 men. Facilities were 
far too l imited previously to accom-
modate the crowd of sport writers rep-
resenting their papers and news asso-
ciations. The press box will be ninety 
feet -long and will have two rows of 
tables, 

The n e w stands will increase the 
permanent seating capacity to 16,0001 
With the temporary stands which at%»' 
erected in emergencies about, twenty 
thousand persons can be accommodated. 
The old press box will be used bv foot-
ball scouts. 
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course, ample room for difference of opinion cm 
their evaluation. It was and still is our opinion that 
the incidents referred to were decidedly unethical. 
That is, they were in violation with the standard of 
conduct on which we expect a person of college 
maturity to abide by. It is not our business to say 
whether or not they were in violation with any-
thing else, with the election rules of the Rice In-
stitute Student Association, with the commonly ac-
cepted rules of election procedure, or with Mr. 
Crooker's own conscience. It is obvious that the 
adverse circumstances under which our class elec-
tions are held, with students necessarily passing 
right by the ballot box to and from classes, etc., 

STAFF j prevent the legislation of definite rules governing 

Associate Editor: Administration j procedure; and it is quite probable that practices 
Associate Editor: Student Affairs 

.Sports Editor 

J, Harold Rose 
John Yeager 
Lewis Hall 
Nelson Sears . 

which we referred to are not expressly forbidden in 
the rules of the Student Association. Nevertheless, 
the intent of the regulations is well understood, and 
those who participated in the aforementioned inci-
dents disobeyed the spirit of the law if not its letter. 

Assistant: Evri B. Mendel 
.. _ Intramurals 

. . Engineering Editor 
Exchange Editor 

Reporters; Virginia Barnes, Nevenna Tsanoff, Margaret J ^ ' s entirely on that point that The Thresher makes 
Polk, Ullman Kilgore. . a n y charges . 

" Men and women of college age should recognize 
Election Ethics t ha t when they accept membership in a democratic 

Several weeks ago the Class of '36 held an election society they should willingly accept, in r e tu rn for 
fur senior president. The administration, deciding their right to vote in its management, the obliga-
that the election had been improperly handled, i tion of abiding by its principles. In any democracy 
called for a new elect ion, t he votes in t h e f i r s t e l e c - i t h e r e m u s t b e> o f c o u r s e - d i scuss ion a n d deba te ; b u t 

, T . i..,. r n/r ' there is a line between what is legitimate debate 
tion n e v e r be ing counted . I n the edi t ion of M a y , . . • • . . ° 

i and what is definitely unfair. Most of us are fur-
1S 1'hc Thresher ran an editorial commenting ' nj,slted with a set of principles which we can use 
t ha t e l e c t i o n , the gist of which w a s t h a t t he lead- t u d e t e r m i n e t h a t line. W h e n people h a p p e n to ge t 

•:TS :n a certain social group on the campus had re- o n the wrong side of the line they are either lacking 
sorted tr, uiu;ithical practices in at tempting to elect jn those principles or, because of the excitement 
the i r chosen cand ida te . I t is p e r h a p s possible that and fo rce of c i r cums tances , a r e fa i l ing t o u se t h e m . 

the implication* oi .that editoriol as it was read t>y It is our conviction that the latter explanation 
• the student:? went beyond the actual facts, While brought about the unfortunate occurrences which 

The Thresher is not responsible for unwarranted we have been forced to bring to your attention; and 
impl ica t ions w h i c h i n r ^ r ead into its edi tor ia ls , w e w | t h tha t feel ing we e a r n e s t l y h o p e t h a t t h e whole j mentary to each other, a century later 
gladly pr int t h e t o l l i n g Ipttef wljjfoh p u r p o r t s to m a t t e r will close w i th this editorial. i 1 , 1 0 appearance of the railroad on the 

•st .. •!-,••• !- I" * . t i. 'scene just as the time when it entered 
—in the early nineteenth century—was 
a vital and determining factor in the 
history of our country, for it provided 
the essential bands which tied together 
effectively and permanently the re-
mote sections of the country and firmly 

BUW 
(Continued from page 1) 

that this was an invention peculiar to 
our Indians until I came across a paa-
sage of Herodotus' describing trans-
portation oh the Euphrates which reads 
as follows: "Their boats which ply on 
the river and go to Babylon are all of 
skin and round. First they cut frames 
out of willow, then they stretch hides 
over these for a covering, making as it 
were a hold; they neither broaden the 
stem nor narrow the prow, but the boat 
is round, like a shield." This is an ex-
cellent description of the "BuUboats" 
of the Upper Missouri and is one of 
many examples of identical solution 
for the same problem in widely sepa-
rated regions. Transportation by land 
appears to have lagged considerably 
behind that by water in the early days. 
This was due in part to lack of suit-
able motive power and in part to the 
absence of roads. The winds and the 
waterways furnished superior avenues 
for commerce, although there were 
caravans from early times. Probably, 
as I have said, the first roads worthy 
of the name were those built by the 
Romans. 

The Appian Way was. a triumph, but 
after it more than two thousand years 
elapsed before McAdam, in the first 
half of the nineteenth century, intro-
duced substantial improvements in road 
building. The necessity for a smoother 
and more permanent way to accommo-
date the steam locomotives was met at 
first by the use of iron and steel straps 
on wooden rails or stone blocks laid 
end to end. Then faster and larger 
locomotives required better track and 
"T" rails supported on wooden cross 
ties became the conventional design. 
In a manner quite similar, the automo-
bile and the modem highway came as 
simultaneous developments, comple-

itraigh' tei i 'but- the p rob lem: 
14 Shadowlawn. 
Houston, Texas. 

May 19. 19:55. 

!VIr. J immy Scott, 
Editor of The Thresher 
The Rice Institute. 

Dear Jimmy: 

Rice has had similar breaches before, many of 
them quite worse. It so happened that this year 
they were so strongly verif ied that w e could not ig-
nore them. We assure Mr. Crooker that w e have 
not meant, t o appear cutt ing in any personal attack, 

on him in this or in our previous editorial, although ^henlSe^wotdd'hi'0"8 1 w h ' c h 

Throughout his later life, when he 
was not engaged in leading armies or 
serving as President, George Washing-

, m , : v I I, , , , „ ...— -.ave been very dif-
the above letter indicates that he w a s the leader of f jcuit. if indeed possible. Railways be-
the group involved. As a matter of fact w e have came the binding ties of commerce. 

The editorial in The Thresher ol" -May 18 has been n o t meant to attack personally even this group. 
brought to my a t t en t ion , a n d I am told tha t c e r t a in e ither on political or social grounds. The objects of w __ _ _ 
references in that column were aimed, primarily at o u r disparagement have been entirely those prac- ; ton showed great concern about the 
myself. If I am wrong in this, please disregard this; tides which might be considered smart in municipal! establishment of better communication 
letter, but if not t h e m are two things Î  want to say: p o l i t i c s but which are decidely out of place in a | M ^ A t S c 

If the "details of the untimely acts , which, you , school which boasts a fairmbided student body. Iseaboard states. Railways did not ex-
did not see fit to "go into, refer to giving supervisors , list then, and thewjjest. means available 
access to voting lists,—a course recognized in every | n A n n r o f i a t i n n were canals with portage routes con-

. . , .. * . , , . V p p r c L l a l l t J H neeting the headwaters across the 
city, county state, and national primary and e e c - T h e i d e a o f a c o m m e n c e m e n t Issue of 'the • ' h w u n t a i t i saps. I do not think the 
tion, and which was condeninetl tor the first time r-t courage of the man ever was shown to 
only A F T E R last Monday's elect ion and N O T be- T h r e s h e r was. conce ived some w e e k s ago w h e n it beter advantage than when he was 

lore —if this is what the editorial referred t o , t h e n was rea l ized tha t t h e r e was a posi t ive need f o r : these overland trade routes 1 as a means of holding the territory west 
such -ail issue. of the Allcghenys to the Union. He 

In the past the pub l ica t ion of these issues has ^'c11 u n
]

t j e r s t o o c J a n d s t a ' ed that na-1 g u n jn 1835 a t Sandusky, is similar. 

b . = | a t * ! * S t w i L ; p u b l i c . h e , a r ; ' » ™ i r . £ . x V h ' . 7 ™ s , 

an obvious n e e d — t h a t oi r eco rd ing t h e c o m m e n c e - 1®s'(Jn an<*. o t* , e P nations was ; f o l j r f e e j ten inches apart and the track 
compart,vely easy by means of the ; w a s b u i j t U) fit it. As the line was 

there is 110 d isagreement as to the F A C T S sur-
rounding <he'election, and it is of course within the 
power, if hot the right, of the editorial staff to dis-
parage a matter which involved no real impropriety. 

It may he that the editorial meant only to ex-
press v i ews to the effect that the usual manner of 
holding elections awl (he practice, common gener-
tlly throughout the country, of giving access to vot-
ing'l ists were wrong, and I m a k e no complaint of 
ins criticism; along these lines, as I fee) absolute 

confidence that nothing irregular occurred. On the 
other hand, it might he that certain folks 011 the 
opposite side of this election may try to find some-
thing in the editorial to indicate that what I did 
was improper. This would be quite different, and I 

simply want to say that if there is any charge made 
or circulated anywhere to the effect that I was 
guilty of any dishonorable practice with respect to 

the election, then I say that any swill charge is a , . , ,. , „ „ . v., , 
.. , , . , .. . tional adve r t i s e r s e x p i r e d , as expec ted , be fo re t h e \ , e r t h c Revolutionary War and of 
lie. and anyone who makes . or spreads it is a , , , : course moved hy the highways and 
damned liar. '•urrent issue was .decided upon. . canals at 'the .beginning. • One' of the 

I feel sure that you would be fair enough to me to We hope that in the fall the n e w men who have i m o s t significant projects ever supported 
print this letter in The T h r e s h e r if any m o r e Issues c h a r g e of the Thresher will s ee fit to extend t he i r i H 'C or' C u rUuid1 d̂ .a * a""'i t 
were to be published this year; and I k n o w tha t contracts to cover a commencement issue We did was sometimes called Begun at'Cum -
you regret as much as I do t he impossibi l i ty n o w not forsee the need of it. consequently, it is not all j borland in 1812 and headed for Saint 
of letting my v iews have t h e s a m e m e d i u m of clr- lhat it could have. been . , , l b ™ ' d e c l i n e d ^ 

culation given to the editorial referred to. We are grateful to the firms and individuals listed • l w ,ke further apgroporiations for its 
Yours truly, below for their kindness in advertising with us in ; continuation because ralways were 

J o h n i e Crooker , J r . this last paped (wi thou t the i r s u p p o r t its p u b l i c s - ' b e ' " K b u l l t ^ rapidly. 
«f ^ , , , . . . I Approximately twenty years were 

In in' p rev ious r e m a r k s on the cjuestion we p u r - tion would h a v e been imposs ib le ) . F o u n t a i n P e n j required as an experimental period 
poselv omitted specific charges because we felt that Hospital. B. O. Kreiter, Reo Houston Company ,a f ter the first use of the steam loco-
genera l r e fe rences would s e r v e the p u r p o s e just as C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e . M a d i n g s D r u g S to res , | m , , ' w c " ™ « | | 

. . . 1 y 1 „ , „ , . _ . ceptance of the superiority of the rail-
no distasteful "mud-sling- Jackson Motors, Everitt B Lieu a1, . Na thans , Sako- • wnys for handling goods and for travel, 

which finally did come about 1835 and 
Soon the great migration was trans-
ferred quite automatically from the 

Stevens, Oliver Evans, Benjamin Dear-
born, and others. England had used 
railways in mines and also had better 
facilities than America for building lo-
comotives and manufacturing rail. All 
that advantage was overcome, however, 
as the possibilities of the new form of 

j transportation were grasped, which did 
not t a k e 'on8> f ° r there was more 
imagination among our people than in 
England, and the vastness of the coun-
try to our westward provided ample 
stimulation. 

From 1835 the building of railways 
wont ahead with great rapidity in all 
parts of the country east of the Mis-
souri River, and by 1850 when the im-
portance of California and the Oregon 
country was fully understood and 
American enterprise already had pro-
jected the Panama Railroad across the 
Isthmus, enough had been learned 
about the operation of steam locomo-
tives to give impetus to the plan of ex-
tending the railways westward to the 
Pacific. 

The Act of Congress in 1853 directing 
exploration of the routes by which 
these railways could be built was a 
tardy recognition of their Importance. 
The report of these surveys consisting 
of thirteen large volumes of Congres-
sional records, taken as a uniti consti-
tutes probably the most important 
source material on the western United 
States. The feasibility of building not 
only by one but by any of several 
routes across the mountains was defin-
itely established. The surveys were 
made under direction of Jefferson 
Davis, Secretary of War, and the young 
army officers who made them were ten 
years later among the Important of-
ficers of the Civil War. Fractional dif-
ferences which were arising between 
the North and South at the time of the 
surveys, delayed the building of the 
railway. It was not until 1864 that 
the construction actually was begun. 
It was completed in 1869 and soon oth-
ers were undertaken following the va-
rious routes reported in the Pacific 
surveys. 

By 1860 railway enterprises had mul-
tiplied until there were four hundred 
and sixty-three of them in eastern and 
southern United States and one line, 
now a part of the Burlington System, 
extended as far aa the Missouri River 
at St. Joseph. There were 30,794 miles 
of track but no uniformity of stand-
ards. Indeed there were at least twelve 
different gauges, some as wide as six 
feet or more. The proposed transcon-
tinental line and the debates concern-, 
ing it focused attenUon on the nation-
wide character of the railway system 
and the importance of being able to 
transfer cars conveniently. Universal 

•Interchange of cars was a long time in 
coming, but it came eventually and 
this happened through consolidation of 
the many adjacent lines into compact 
systenvs and the building of connecting 
lines. 

The width of track frequently was 
fixed accidentally according to circum-
stances. This was true, of course, in 
the first instance when rails were 
adapted to handle the English carriage. 
The story of Ohio's first railroad, be 

Kill waa the first to put Into practice 
the building of lines on the lowest pos-
sible grades and the study of transpor-
tation methods with a view of moving 
the most ton miles for the least cost. 
This meant In some cases the expendi-
tpre of more money for the construc-
tion of a line at the outset but the 
added first cost was justified by the 
saving in operation. He put these 
idea into his railway lines in the W s . 
Soon the necessity for a Study of the 
economics of railway construction and 
operation was recognized generally and 
greater refinement characterized new 
construction, also very extensive re-
building of existing lines was under-
taken. When Mr. HiU died In 1916 the 
railway plant had been virtually com-
pleted so far as the total road mileage 
is concerned. Some new lines have 
been built and additional trades have 
been laid but the total miles of road 
in the United States has been declining 
since 1917. 

Let us pause to consider the signifi-
cance of these events. Pack-trains, 
travois, canoes, ox-carts, stage coaches, 
river boats, conestoga wagons, and 
prairie schooners passed across the 
stage and disappeared or were rele-
gated to very minor parts. Each step 
forward caused an upheaval in existing 
conditions. The old order resisted every 
change and hardship resulted for many 
who had staked their all in enterprises 
which became obsolete over lilght. 
There were many heart aches at giving 
up the old and many hard lessons of-
experience in perfecting the new. Long 
and serious discussions were had at to 
whether the newer methods would cor-
rupt the morals or otherwise, and 
whether it would be sacrilegious to run 
vehicles as fast as twenty miles an 
hour. We read how one scientist dem-
onstrated mathematically (to his own 
satisfaction) that the steam locomo-
tive could not be operated successfully 
on an inclined plane; although it might 
propel itself up a slight grade, it could 
not pull any load there; how the oper-
ation of the first train on an early rail-
way resulted in a fatality, which was 
deemed portentous; how the first loco-
motive built in this country had a boiler 
explosion because the temperamental 
fireman disliked the hissing sound of 
the safety valve and sat on it to get 
rid of the noise, and many other inci-

We sell Sheaffer, Parker, Conklln, 
Swan, Wohl-Eversharp and Waterman 
Pens and Pencils. Names engraved 
free. Fountain Pen Hospital, 601 Kress 
BIdg. F. 7918. 

dents which seem quaint and amusing 
to us now. It was the way of progress 
—a hard way for some but no power 
could stop It If it would It Is signifi-
cant, too, that after having made each 
advance, the shock and change which 
would have come from abandoning it 
would have been far greater and more 
serious than what had come from mov-
ing ahead, and that In reality there is 
no such thing as backtracking. Illus-
trative of the progressively higher level 
from which we contemplate disasters 
that do not come is the more or less ' 
quoted doggerel: 

"My Granddad notes the world's worn 
cogs 

And says we're going to the dogs, 
(Continued from page 3) 
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tm>ilt and bacca l au rea t e speeches, in some w a y t h a t ; Ohio and Mississippi rivers which lead extended and branches were built, the 

it would be- possible f o r ' . the • sen iors to p r e s e r v e t h t ' <?u l f R l v e l s and canals were | legislature passed a law making four 
., ., ,. . . , , „ . , j the predominant means of transporta- f c e t t e n inches the .standard for the 
them. i H h e y - w i s h e d , f u r t h e r m o r o . l h e r e has b e e n tion in that period. To undertake to j s t a te . - and as the rail network grew, 
little' 'or m,>. record of t he student, act ivi t ies at- t h a t 1 J , 0 , np i ' t c ' W l , h « r c a i water system | four-foot ten-Inch track was: carried 

i by means ol portage roads across the beyond Ohio 
season oi t h e y e a r w h e n a c o m m e n c e m e n t , issue w a s ; Allegheny* required a dauntless heart., j h e so-called "battle of the gauges" 
licit pub l i shed . It is in recogni t ion of t hese n e e d s 1 W . undertaken by Washington j w a s settled by thc specifications for the 

1 . m the same-spirit that he had waged , filst transcontincnta! line. It was de-
that we p r in t th i s p a p e r . the Wat-of Independence, and in that j cicied to leave the width of gauge to 

In m a n v w a y s the iksue is d i sappoin t ing , m a i n l y t h u <™<U'est was won. It was, President Lincoln and he chose five 
' 1 n • writ! lit . last by means of railways. 

in not, giving b e t t e r accoun t s of t h e g r a u d a t i o n ox-: Three great eastern trunk lines, the 
r™ - , . . e •. i f Pennsylvania. Baltimore and Ohio, and 

iTeises, rh i s is d u e in part t o t he l imi ted d i m e n - C h c , £ t p ( w k t . a n f l Ohio, all followed 
' tioiis of the p r e sen t i ssue of t h e pape r , caused, t o a | , h o s e P("'tage routes, when they were 

, i . ,i . < . .:i'i Ibuilt, as they do today. The westward 
grea t ex ten t , by t h e fact t ha t con t rac t s w i t h na- o f p o p u i a t i o n s t a r l c d »h ort ly af-

well and Would involve 
ing.' That is still our opinion, but printing the | witz Brothers. Rice Hotel, Rolle s, S w e e n e y s, Set-
above letter compels us to make several speciiic tegast-Kopf Compaby, The Fashion, Victor Andrews 
points clear of the Houston Labor Journal, Southern Standard 

Mr. Crooker suggests that we were referring to Life Insurance Company, Second National Beauty 
the .fad that the voting lists were made accessible a n c l Barber Shop. Nu?Way Laundry & Cleaning 
to "supervisors." S o we were, but. merely that fact I,1C'.. Medical Arts Drug Company. Pig'n 
would never have aroused otir comment, We were Whistle, Hebcrt's Beabty and Barber Shop, Jake 
also referring to the f a c l l hat tho''"supervisor" aftfer, Alexantlpij. F l o w e r Shop, South Texas Commercial 
having checked over the lists suggested to several National Bank, and M. E. Foster. 

aides that certain s tudents who had not yel voted :—1 :—; —'—;—~~ j 
might lie brought over to the polls and be J()l in Costley 
persuaded to vote for h particular candidate. We The year cannot end without some mention of j 
were also, referring to the fact ' that students w e r e : t h e appreciation that we o w e to the corning editor,! 
accosted within ten feet of the ballot box and asked John Costley. His work in fi l l ing the requirements 
to vote a certain way. We were also referring to of the assistant editor have been more than usual! 
the fact, thai at least in one instance a student w h o ; a n d in him w e predict that the Thresher, will find j 
was procuring a ballot; was argued into not votiqg one of its most successful editors. He is a man of 
in the w a y which she previously had decided upon, ideas and ideals and of suff ieent courage to put ! 

Those facts can hardly be denied; but there is, of them into effect. 

highway to the railway. The English-
man, George Stephenson, very properly 
is given place among the earliest, rail-
way pioneers, but the names of some 
American! rank along with his, John 

feet. Members of Congress, however, 
were besieged by the advocates of the 
many different widths and reopened 
the question, finally making four feet 
eight and one-half inches the legal 
gauge for the Pacific railway. It soon 
became the standard in this country. 
Incidentally .while it is a good and 
practical gauge, I am of the opinion, in 
the light of later developments that it 
would have been better for the rail-
ways now and in the future if Abra-
ham Lincoln's choice of five feet had 
been accepted. 

The growth of the transportation 
plant from the Civil War until the be-
ginning of the twentieth century con-
sisted almost wholly of building more 
railway track and that was exceeding-
ly rapid. It is notable that the con-
quest of the frontier proceeded at a 
greatly accelerated rate, more being 
accomplished in the last half of the 
nineteenth century than in the pre-
ceding three hundred years. 

Not very much attention was* paid 
to the economics of railway operation 
until the '90's, when refinement arid 
perfection of methods and facilities be-
gan in parnest. I believe that James J. 
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(Continued from, page 2) 
His Granddad In his house of logs 
Thought that We're going to the dogs, 
His Dad, among the Flemish bogs 
Swore that we're going to the dogs, 
The cave man, in his queer skin togs 
Knew that we're going to the dogs, 
Yet this is what I'd like to state 
Those dogs have had an awful wait," 

Coincident with the final occupancy 
of virtually every part of the country 
by railway lines, travel by highway 
began to shovv a phenomenal revival. 
The internal combustion engine and 
well nigh perfect roads have combined 
to bring about an era of growth in 
transportation which has dominated the 
last two decades as the railways had 
dominated the previous century. No 
need to dwell upon this phase for it 
has been witnessed by all of us. It 
seems sometimes as if successive im-
provements have brought highway 
transportation to the point of perfec-
tion, but each year we are surprised by 
the newer models of automobiles which 
come on the .market to tempt us with 
their beauty and comforts, and unques-
tionably the satisfaction individuals feel 
in having their own vehicles on the 
highways will continue to expand that 
form of transportation as rapidly as 
people can afford it. 

Now an entirely new branch of the 
transportation plant has appeared, and 
although it may seem to be a slender 
shoot, its growth may become more 
sturdy and important than we think. 
I refer, of course, to aviation, which is 
a twentieth century product and has 
become commercially important only 
since the World War. As yet travel 
and transport by air is of minor vol-
ume when compared with at by rail-
way or highway or other means, but 
for certain mail and for those who wish 
the maximum of speed it offers a serv-
ice which is truly phenomenal—the 
latest record, but probably not for long, 
is across the continent in eleven hours. 

A special carrier—the pipe line-
has been brought into prominence by, 
petroleum products, which have come 
to occupy a high position in the list of 
commodities of commerce. It predom-
inates in quantity handling of these 
products and of natural gas. 

The internal waterways in the United 
States always have been important and 
in certain localities afford the cheapest 
transportation of all; that is where 
water of sufficient depth is available 
and where there are goods to be moved 
which can use that type of service. The 
most important of these situations is 
the Great Lakes; next is the Ohio and 
lower Mississippi River system. How 
far+improvements on upper reaches of 
rivers, which are not otherwise navig-
able, are to be carried should depend 
up6n the advantageous use that would 
be made of them, that is, upon the 
public necessity and convenience, and 
whether the projects will be self-sup-
porting. 

So that now we have highways, rail-
ways, pipe lines, waterways, and air-
ways—a wholly different transporta-
tion plant from that of any previous 
time or period. Also, the total amount 
of transportation is larger than ever 
before and increasing, and,- obviously, 
saddles the country with a huge trans-
portation burden. 

II. 
Never before was there such abund-

ance in every productive line. I have 
used transportation merely as an il-
lustration. Other industries have made 

similar and equally notable advance-
ment. 

I have wondered whether it was pos-
sible in Macau lay's time to visualize 
the difficulties of controlling the great 
machines which science was creating— 
whether with the limited experience up 
to then, It was possible to have in mind 
the problems which would arise out of 
further mechanical perfection. At any 
rate, they have become the pressing 
problems of our time, that is, how to 
continue the tendency toward perfec-
tion in experimental science, and at the 
same time to control and direct the 
distribution of the benefits which are 
made available. 

It may be said that we cannot, as a 
nation, afford the enormous transpor-
tation bill which we are paying, 
amounting as it does probably to four-
teen billions of dollars a year, But the 
answer to that is that people will con-
tinue to afford what they want the 
most. It should be remembered that 
our transportation expense goes chief-
ly to labor, and also whether for labor 
or materials, that the money is spent in 
our own country among our own peo-
ple. Hiese various agencies of trans-
portation, extending, as they do, to all 
parts of the country, play a part of 
great importance in collecting and dis-
tributing money; relatively little being 
retained by them. Probably five of the 
fourteen billions spent annually for 
rtansportation is for operating private 
automobiles for pleasure. The total 
of railway charges, freight and pas-
senger, last year amounted to about 
three billions of dollars, or only about 
fifty per cent more than we paid for 
our tobacco. 

We have, then, many different agen-
cies of transportation, and, moreover, 
they are all, in theory, practice, and 
method, constantly changing, so that it 
is a complicated as well as important 
problem that faces the young men and 
women whose generation will be the 
next to deal with it. And their concern 
will be how best to organize and to 
manage these various instrumentalities 
and their relations with one another 
and with the public. 

If present conditions, locations of 
cities, factories, producing areas, as 
they now exist, were without any rail-
ways, highways, pipe lines, or improved 
waterways, it would be a comparative-
ly simple task to lay out a complete 
system of transportation. It would be 
easy to plan for the maximum of ef-
ficiency and economy and, naturally, 
we could make something far more 
perfect than will be possible through 
the further evolution of these facilities 
as they actually exist. Our ideal crea-
tion would consist of the most modern, 
heavy duty railways, built on the short-
est and most economical routes be-
tween important centers, and a mini-
mum number of such lines consistent 
with the requirements. Similarly the 
main highway arteries would follow 
the m o s t advantageous locations 
through the country. Secondary lines 
of railways and highways would sup-
plement the main routes so as to pro-
vide the greatest conveniences and 
minimum cost of moving persons and 
goods. The result would be a lesser 
total mileage of railways and Highways 
than exist or are necessary under the 
present arrangement. 

But the time came when it was felt 
that the merging of railways was going 
too far and too fast and that the mon-
opolies which would be created would 
be contrary to the public interest. This 
was about the turn of the century and 
having in mind some of the conditions 
prevailing then, particularly the ab-
sence of highway transportation as a 
competitor, and the incompleteness of 
railway regulation compared with the 
present, it is only fail- to say that the 
public attitude of that time can be 
readily understood, 

It seems equally true, however, that 
in the light of later developments, the 
time now has come when a resumption 
of the policy of merging railways may 
be highly desirable. The presence of 
so many other forms of transportation 
must be considered and also the ad-
verse effects of too many railways 
competing against each other. The 
benefits which are sought will come 
rather from a lesser number of strong 
competitiors, than from a greater num-
ber of weaker roads—often further 
handicapped by the very burdens of 
excessive competition. 

There is an acknowledged crisis in 
the affairs of our railroads. It is not 
because of their failure to give good 
service—quite t h e contrary—railway 
service never before was so fast or 
dependable as it has been in the last 
year or two and is at present. The 
standard of safety, comfort, and con-
venience of travel is unsurpassed. The 
crisis is financial and economic in char-
acter. Nearly seventy thousand miles 
of railroad are being operated by re-
ceivers or trustees in bankruptcy or 
have defaulted payment of bond inter-
est when due. This is between one-
fourth and one-third of the total mile-
age of the country. During the last 
three months a much larger percent-
age of the railway mileage was oper-
ated at a loss so serious that, if con-
tinued, it will increase vastly the 
amount which will have to go through 
reorganization. Broadly speaking the 
cause is simple—the volume of traffic 
is too small. And if this continues sub-
stantially more than half of our rail-
way mileage will be facing financial 
difficult. BUt I do not think it in-
evitable or necessary that it shoud con-
tinue. Recovery will come unless it is 
retarded by artificial restrictions of 
production, unless private enterprise is 
stifled by government competition and 
handicapped by unwise social experi-
mentation. With recovery traffic will 
increase, for volume of traffic, more 
sensitively than any instrument we 
have, records general business condi-
tions. 

But under any. circumstances rail-
ways should be permitted to effect all 
the economies possible through con-
solidation and in all other ways con-
sistent with the public interest, and 
changes should be made in the law 
which would affirmatively encourage 
absorption of small lines and unifica-
tion of others where economies in op-
eration and improvement in service 
would result. Also, there should be 
such sympathetic interpretation of the 
law and understanding on the part of 
the public as would permit the rail-
ways to abandon superfluous trackage. 

One of the the important provisions 
of the present law is that new lines 
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This ideal system of overland trans- 0f railway shall not be constructed ex-
cept upon findings by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. It must be es-
tablished at I public hearings that such 
struction is justified by the prospec-
tive return on investment, and by pub-
lic convenience and necessity. Surely 
the same ruling should be applied to 
all public undertakings which would 
create competition with private enter-
prise. It is well known that many such 
public undertakings do not comply with 
the test which is wisely required of 
railways. 

Our railway systems were built in 
the days when horses and wagons 
traveling on dirt roads brought farml 
produce to the stations and the dis-
tances such vehicles could operate were 
relatively small. Now automobiles and 
trucks on paved highways have taken 
their place and .as a consequence rail-
way lines do not need to be so close 
to each other. It has been variously 
estimated that on this account from 
twenty to thirty thousand miles of track 

portation would be tied in with water 
ways and airways and pipe lines at 
points where economy of money or time 
would render these types of transpor-
tation sufficiently desirable to justify 
establishing them. 

Important changes in the corporate 
and economic structure of our trans-
portation system would also appear. 
During the period when the building 
of highways, canals, and railways was 
relatively unrestrained patronage fav-
ored that form of travel or transporta-
tion which was the most advantageous 
then available. The displacement of 
canals and highways by railways as 
primary carriers of people and com-
merce, then the merging of many small 
roads each of which formed a part of 
the route between important centers, 
took place as natural business se-
quences. That the merging of railway 
lines was in the main exteremly bene-
ficial is evidenced by the accounts of 
early railroad journeys between such 
important places as Now York and 
Boston, Albany, Washington, or Phila-
delphia. In all of these instances where 
the trips were relatively short it was 
formerly necessary to pass over several 
lines or railway, and to change cars 
more than once. Today these arc made 
as a matter of course in the same car 
and in a few hours. Another proof of 
the benefits of consolidation is that 
such large railway systems as the 
Pennsylvania, New York Central, Burl-
ington, and Southern Pacific, for ex-
ample, each consists of a hundred or 
more merged corporations. Not for an 
instant would anyone suggest that it 
would be in the public interest, to break 
these railways up into their component 
parts. 
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railroad track connot be operated to 
pay its way, motor service by the high-
way should take its place, and local 
communities should not object." 

I have been discussing a concrete 
example of what I mean by controlling 
and directing in the public interest the 
great instrumentalities which our gen-
eration has, beyond those of any 
former people or time. If there is not 
more understanding, more intelligent 
cooperation on the part of the public 
and the government with the railways, 
it is possible that the only alternative 
will be government ownership. I think 
that the public as a whole rightly does 
not want government ownership. And 
if it should come, it would be rather 
through excessive regulation and un-
wise legislation than by deliberate in-
tention. 

I shall not discuss today the several 
reasons why I believe government own-
ership would not be advantageous; why 
I believe that it would greatly and in-
calculably lower the standard of serv-
ice. It seems sufficient to say that if 
legislative and regulatory authorities 
cannot permit to be done the things 
which will enable private initiative to 
carry on successfully, it is obvious that 
if in direct charge of railroads, similar 
authorities would not be able to control 
expenditures. To an even less extent 
could a government railway plant be 
shrunk to fit the requirements of a 
shrinking business or altered to keep 
up with a Constantly changing one. 
For the history of the railroad is a story 
of continuous change! One of the most 
fundamental of these is taking place 
today. Our cars are too heavy. Metal-
lurgists have given us new alloys which 
promise to reduce the weight and in-
crease the strength of materials sub-
stantially, so that a lighter car will 
carry a heavier load. The efficiency of 
the new cars renders it advisable to 
build them rather than make heavy re-
pairs on many old ones There are 
about 2,400,000 railroad cars in the 
United States. If, owing to faster move-
ment, 2,000,000 should suffice for the 
traffic of the country, and if these had 
an average life of twenty years, 100,000 
new ones would be needed every year 
for an indefinite period. At $2,500 each 
that means $250,000,000 a year for cars 
alone. New types of trucks will be 
placed under 600,000 cars in the next 
few years and there still is much to be 
desired in car truck construction. Im-
provements in steam locomotives have 
Wept abreast of other scientific ad-
vances, and a moderate increase in 
traffic would justify purchasing prob-
ably 3,000 modern locomotives to avoid 
using some that are more or less obso-
lete. The more important passenger 
trains are now air-conditioned, some 
forty million dollars having been spent 
for that improvement. This will be a 
continuing project, Akrsady we have 
light weight, high speed passenger 
trains which have been made possible 
only within the past two years by the 
new alloys, new methods of fabrication, 
and new type Diesel power plants. 
These trains weigh about one-third as 
much per passenger carried as conven-
tional trains and costs about one-half 
as much to operate. In planning cais 
and other structures, we may now re-
vise our ideas of the relationship be-
tween weight and bulk on the one hand 
and strength on the other. Rails and 
rail joints are being improved con-
stantly both in material and design. As 
late as 1933 new sections of rail were 
adopted which by better distribution 
of metal give greater strength and 
longer life. The same is true of rail 
joints. We shall before long have still 
better track material and design. 

Hie opportunities for employment of 
men, material, and money in railway 
and allied industries are very many, 
and the effect of such employment 
would be the most wholesome thing 
imaginable. The moment that business 
generally improves and railway traffic 
increases, the railways will spend 
hundreds of millions of dollars for mo-
tive power, equipment, and track, which 
it is not necessary to spend while traf-
fic is at its present low level. 

cult on the highways, but surely the 
present condition cannot continue. 
During 1933 the people reported killed 
by automobiles numbered 30,500 and 
about 1,000,000 were injured; 1,305 of 
these were killed and 3,496 were in-
jured at grade crossings of highways 
and railways. More titan a third of 
such accidents were caused by motor-
ists driving into the sides of trains. 
Exact data are not yet available but 
we know that there were many more 
accidents in 1934 than in 1933. The 
elimination of grade crossings, as a 
general project, is a splendid thing, 
especially just now when it is desir-
able to provide work, and the assign-
ment to this program of $200,000,000 of 
the $4,800,000,000 public works appro-
priation recently made is gratifying. 

Although in surveying our transpor-
tation we mtfyvlook toward changes and 
improvements, the outstanding impres-
sion we receive is one of extraordinary 
and uninterrupted progress. From the 
first fragile, high wheeled wagonette 
on rails drawn by a tiny engine at 
eight miles an hour to our great trans-
continental trains propelled by giant 
steam or electric locomotives, or our 
new streamlined Diesel flyers that make 
a hundred miles an hour with infinitely 
greater safety and comfort than was 
formerly achieved at fifteen or twenty, 
the forward movement has never 
flagged; and on the highways, as in the 
air, the change in recent years has 
come even more rapidly. 

The constant progress of physical 
knowledge, the tendency of experi-
mental science to ware! perfection, have ! 
created not only the transportation f 
systems of the world, but also all the : 

hundreds of other industries that make j 
up our material progress. \ 

III. 
But in the paragraph we chose for 

our text a second element is mentioned j 
which "takes our civilization rapidly 
forward." And it is that constant ei- , 
fort of man to better himself, to ameli-
orate his lot. The private enterprise, in 
other, words, of every individual, And 
we must remember that in the broad 1 
economic sense, it is private enterprise 
that h^s created and carried on all, 
•without exception, of these great in- j 
dustries that lighten man's burden o f ' 
labor. Our own system of national , 
transportation is almost wholly private-
ly owned and operaTed, the exceptions 
being the highways and waterways. | 
These are provided by the public but 
we may add that they are used by : 

privately owned carriers. j 

Now I do not believe that anything ; 
has happened to alter the nature of j; 
man, or to invalidate the assumption j 
that one of the great motive powers of 
Pfiogress in his desire to improve his ( 
condition. And that the logical expres- ' 
sion of this desire is what we call 
private enterprise. During the last 1 

century especially, we have had to ad- j 
just ourselves to more rapidly chang- 1 

ing conditions than have ever before j1 

been known, and it is axiomatic that 
private enterprise is more flexible, lends ! 
itself to more rapid and far reaching ! 

and continude change than a system 
which must havtr. for every step it 
takes, the sanction of an entire people j 
•-•that is, in o democracy. j 

Private enterprise, then,, has been our 
way of progress, and I believe that it 
has been a. good one. More particular-
ly convinced I was of this, after Visit1- j 
ing a country where exactly lite op-
posite way is being tried. Five years 
ago I was invited by the railway ad- j 
ministration ef Soviet Russia to survey j 
and make reports upon the rationaliza-
tion of their transportation system and 
the advisability of adopting American j 
standards, methods, and practices of; 
railway operation. I traveled exten- I 
sively throughout the length and 
breadth of the country in 1930. I found j 
there .unbelievable' waste, confusion. I 
human suffering. 1 found the only way 
in which the theoretic system could be j 
made to work at all was, more or less, 
to abandon it, using in place o£ com-

j munism, a form of slate capitalism, but j 
capitalism none the less. 

It was decreed that a backward peo- ' 

even as to agriculture itself. The youth 
of the land by the. million werie being 
moved literally from peasant farms to 
constructive camps. They were being 
released from agriculture through the 
use of tools and machinery, and were 
taking up a new strange life under 
direction of the central authority. The 
individual was I wholly submerged—a 
mere cog in the machine—his destiny 
being subservient to that of the State 
according to the will of the absolute 
rulers. Instead of participation by the 
people in government there is an auto-
cracy, and instead of the liberty of 
private ownership of anything, there is 
complete possession of all property and 
business by the government—state cap-
italism. ' Granting that the plan is 
beirig carried out by those in charge 
with the best of intentions, an amazing 
thing is their imposition upon the peo-
ple of an arbitrary fixed program re-
gardless of hardship and suffering. 
Two outstanding fallacies seem to 
plague them; the first is the belief that 
by seizing the physical property of the 
country and eliminating all profit, 
everyone could live in plenty. The 
actual experience is that factories, 
mines, farms, and railways, when op-
erated by incompetent forces or when 
handicapped by bureaucratic methods, 
produce so little that even though it 
may all be divided equally (which it 
is not), there is nothing Us divide be-
yond the barest necessities, and not al-
ways that much. In Russia, as in every 
other country, the largest accumula-
tions of wealth are in buildings, factor-
ies, railroads, and the like, and the dis-
tribution of such wealth to individuals 
destroys it because it ceases to have 
value when taken apart, or when 
through lack, of efficient management 
and discipline it fails to function! The 
one type Of wealth "which might have 
been distributed was land, and the 
peasants' support of the revolution was 
in the expectation that they would 
have'their,'own.; little farms.1. The dis-
illusionment of the peasant class upon' 
learning that all land, as well as all 
other property would be owned by the 
Government, has been1 at the root of 
the; most serious, trouble, iti Soviet Rus-
sia. It was the cause of the'silent re-
sistance of the peasants, i.e., their re-
fusal to produce since they had no con-
trol over what they produced, and this 
passive revolt has brought punishment 
as severe as any ever recorded in his-
tory- the 1 so-called liquidation ; of the 
Kulaks, and the wholesale famine of 
1932-1933; The second theory is the I 
idea that all spiritual welfare" may be 

All makes repaired and sold. Points 
exchanged. Desk sets repaired. Foun-
tain Pen Hospital, K01 Kress Bldg. 
F. 7918. 

done away with and a superior culture 
built up, based on devotion to social 
reform and physical betterment. One 
has an impression that there is preva-
lent a fear of unseen things, and a gen- 'i 
era! distrust of everything and of one 
another. People there have a haunted 
look and manner. Governmental prop-
aganda of every conceivable kind, in-
cluding public radio stations, is every-
where evident. How any informed 
American could conscientiously pro-
pose to adopt many of the theories and 
policies of Soviet Russia in his own 
country is beyond my comprehension. 

It has been said that we as a people 
(Continued on page 4) 
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the same as that applied when new 
lines are built. A track that is no 
longer needed becomes a burden upon 
other parts of the railway system and 
upon traffic. Greater freedom to ap-
ply ordinary business judgment and 
methods in railroad management pretty 
well sums up what would be most 
helpful. Rates and service must be 
regulated to insure against discrimin-
ation and that was the reason for es-
tablishing __ the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in 1887. From the begin-
ning regulation has gradually been ex-
tended to almost every phase of man-
agement and more is proposed—for ex-
ample, the shortening of the day's work 
to six hours, the arbitrary limiting of 
size of trains, and fixing the number 
of men on each train regardless of 
necessity, Since other forms of trans-
portation are free from these restric-
tions, the handicap placed upon rail-
roads is severe. Also, since other forms 
of transportation handle an important 
part of the freight of the country, it is 
now important that rates and service 
of all commercial carriers be regulated 
in order to protect shippers against 
discrimination, This doctrine was 

j clearly stated by Chairman Jones 6f the 
i Reconstruction1 Finance Corporation in 
j a rccent address when he said that all 
j forms of commercial traffic should be 
i brought under the same regulation, and 
(that "When it is demonstrated that a 

when traveling by automobile is in it- j 
self a major challenge. The very in-
dependence and freedom of individual j 
cars and rivers make discipline diffi- i 
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pair all makes. 601 Kress Bldg., F. 7918. j 
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Southern 

Fine Field of Amateurs Slated 
To Compete at Rice 

Field. 

Friday and Saturday at Rice Held 
the Southern A. A. U. championship in 
irack and field will be held. One of 
the finest lists of athletes ever to com-
pete in this meet have entered and 
many past records are due to be brok-
en if conditions are favorable. 

Six Rice track men will represent 
the Owls. Of this six, five will enter 
the National Collegiate meet at Los 
Angeles, June 21-22. The six are 
Smokcy Brothers, Harold Johnson, 
David Welchert, Bill Wallace, and Joss 
Petty, varsity trackmen, and Jack Pat-
terson, freshman hurdler. 

Among the outstanding stars to com-
pete in this meet are two Louisiana 
world record holders. "Slats" Hardip 
and Jack Torrance, both L. S. U. per-
formers. Hardin is the outstanding low 
hurdler in the country. He beat Bill 
Wallace in their only meeting this year, 
but the margin Was very slim and he 

the Owl '.-tat1 are expected to wage 
•a limit battle in that, event. Hardin 
is also cine ijif the, bt'St quarter milors 
i'L *.h< country. •' ' 

Torrance hoick Ihc world record in 
the .•ihot put, having IhroWn the six-
teen pound bail over 57 feet This 
ree;c>r<j has nilit' even lieen approached 
by any other person, itind that event 
will;'.oply' bt', a (.nK'Stifej1 Hi - how far 
Torrance will toss the shtit. 

Tilt! Owl sfars have? lx>en woi'king;out 
daily to keep iircondition for this meet, 
and the* niuuolk'giates Burnson has 
been' ' g i l d i n g much . lime preparing 
Wallace for 'his; rifCe with Hard'1"1- . 

We specialize in watch and jewelry 
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(Continued from page S) 

are the victims of our own efficiency. 
But this assuredly is only a seeming 
condition. Events have moved so fast 
at times they outstrip us and we are 
unable, temporarily, to control them in 
such a way as to secure the fullest 
benefits from the agencies of produc-
tion. Also, it is probable that we have 
not discovered or do not recognize the 
fundamental laws which contrel our 
social activities to the same extent that 
we understand the laws of natural 
science. There must be laws which 
control the forces of our social and 
economic life, which are as definite in 
their application as, for example, is the 
law of gravitation, The complete dis-
agreement among scholars and students 
of political economy and the social 
sciences as to the causes and remedies 
of the worldwide distress of recent 
years shows that we fail as yet to un-
derstand the cause. It is well to re-
member too that periods of business 
recession always are accompanied by 
prophets of despair, fomenters of dis-
cord and class hatred, and others who 
would receive but scant attention in 
normal times. Their appeal is to the 
emotions rather than to, the ideas or 
reasoning of the people, They do in-
jury to those whom they pretend to 
help when they precipitate trouble be-
tween those who should be. most stead-
fast friends, namely, the worker and 
employer. 

Here at once is a challenge and an 
opportunity for the youth of today who 
are entering upon the most active 
period of life. We are equipped, as 
never before in history, >vit.h tools, ma-
chinery, technical methods. These have 
lifted the active physical burdens from 
the shouders of men and women and 
have placed in their hands many times 
more power than any previous genera-
lion, had ever possessed. The problem 
of the youth is- to resolve all of this 
.'into power for good, to continue find-
ing new avenues for human endeavor 

| which will take the place of that re-
leased from drudgery, and as greater 
hime is left for leisure the mind and 
j hands toward proper recreational and 
• cultural enjoyment. 

I Progress should not be questioned 
j because it has been uneven or because 
I we have not always been able to con-
trol our improvements and direct them 

; U> the .greatest good. What we need 
) is '.more understanding, more self con-
trol/self reliance, and capacity to ad-

, jtiiit ourselves ^ to the 1 very : changes 
winch result from Progress. 

My own belief is thai • vire need to 
i give,;hibre heed to the spiritual side of 
nut lives and to "si?areh there for guid-
.ince in applying1 the known laws and 

j rules which ailed; our business and 
j personal aifairs! I do not. know any 
! beter .counsel: than that oJ Paul, the 
i'Apostle,, to his beloved Phillippians 

"WlKitsoever things' are 11 u<. whatso-
ever things iire honest whatsoever 

. things life just,, whatsoever things are 
•i pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
Uvhatsover things are of good report: 
if'there l>e any'virtue, and if there be 
any pi.use. think of these things." 

REBUILDING— 
i (Continued from page 1) 
• ported to have said, when he laid down 
j the Presidency of Harvard, that nine-
tenths of his: work in that office had 

j been sheer unrelieved drudgery. And 
! thirty years ago I heard one of the 
greatest, scholars in Oxford say, at a 

! lecture in the Chapter House of Christ 
j Central Cathedral, that three-quarters 
! of all the httnest: intellectual work of 
I the world has to be nothing but men-
j tal,,drudgery. » 

There is not now, and apparently 
there never will be, any Utopia where 
men can escape from this elemental 
human discipline. We cannot live 
merely by taking in each other's light 
washing on Mondays. We cannot re-
sign froin a laboring world and live 
upon a dole. One of the disquieting 
facts in these difficult times is that 
long and <p|orced idleness seems in 
the end to "(lestroy the will to work. 
It is against that fatal paralysis that 
we have always to steel ourselves. 
Surely having learned what that Ger-

M 
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man poet meant when he Mid: "K only 
it w*w not Ap hard to think", wo snuit 
go on to learn that other lesson from 
this older story: "The people had a 
mind to work." 

n. 
The work that has to be done in the 

world today is very much like the 
work on which those men of long ago 
were employed. "Come, let us build 
work on which those men of long ago 
up again the wall." It is primarily a 
task of reconstruction. 

To get our hinds geared to such a, 
task most of us Americans are having 
to be born again. For it is not in this 
way or in these terms that we have 
thought of our labor. America has 
been, until most recently, the country 
where men could do things for the 
first time. It has been this fact above 
all others which has made our coun-
try a land of romance and of oppor-
tunity. There are still among us old 
men who have done striking things 
for the first time; crossed mountains, 
gone down unknown rivers, cut virgin 
stands of timber, struck a plough into 
unturned prairie, tapped oil wells that 
have lain hidden for millennia. These 
men seem to us the authentic incarna-
tions of the American spirit. We lis-
ten to their stories and read their bi-
ographies. Speaking of them Kipling 
says that 

A voice, as bad as Conscience, rang 
interminable changes 

, On one everlasting Whisper day 
and night repeated—so: 

"Something hidden. Go and find 
it. Go and look b e h i n d the 
Ranges— 

Something lost behind the Ranges. 
Ijost and waiting for you. Go!'' 

But tiiat voice no longer has anything 
to say. The ranges have been crossed 
and what was lost has been found, 
With every day the chance to do things 
for the first time in America recedes 
farther into the romantic past. 

It is true that in the fields of scien-
tific discovery and idtimately applied 
science there is no end to the chance 
for novelty. But this is a task for spe-
cialists. For the rank and file of us 
the American problem is far more that 
of remaking a country we already know 
than of discovering a country that we 
do not know. After the age of discov-
ery came the age of reckless exploita-
tion. We are the heirs of that age as 
of the one that preceded it. Much of 
our immediate task is to make good 
wanton ravages which never should 
have been committed. There is no 
stand of primeval timber to be butch-
ered for a first time. There are in-
stead scarred hillsides to be reforested. 
There is no virgin soil to be turned up 
fresh. Tltere are the dust-swept plains 
to be arrested and recovered. There 
are soil and oil tc> ba conserved here-
after but no more exploited. 

As for the human half of the pic-
ture, Tliere will be no more millions 
of immigrants meaning cheap labor. 
There will be the present population 
in work with. And above all else there 
are ' ourselves New names cannot 
make us over. As we were not remade 
by codes so we cannot be unmade by 

! them. There is no conceivable revolu-
tion which can change us into persons 

; other than what we are. We under-
s tand with ..utter clarity what St. Au-
gustine meant when he said: "Whither 
shall my heart flee from my heart? 
Whither shall I go from myself? 

] Whither shall I not follow myself? 'We' 
bow to the wisdom of an old-time 

j world of Schiller's: "Thy America is 
here or nowhere." 

All this, of course, is a direct con-
sequence of those stern four years 
from 1914-1918. I have never been 
able to forget a sentence which oc-
curred in an editorial of the London 
Nation at the end of the first week 
of August, 1914: "The society of hope 
and ideas lies in ruins. In the years or 
generations to come our enfeebled 
hands will have to collect its scattered 
stones and put them in place again." 
The metaphor is that of our text. "Let 
us build up again the wall of Jerusa-
lem, that we bo no more a reproach." 
And I can think of no more accurate 
description of the necessitated life work 
of men today than that prophetic sen-
tence of over twenty years ago. We 
are trying to collect the scattered stones 
of the society of hope and ideas and 
put them in place again. 

This is tor us Americans a new kind 
of task. It seems to us beside the ex-
citing business of pioneering with its 
chance to do things for the first time, 
a dull and thankless task. Byt this is 
what every grown up society has had 
to do and apparently must do. The 
pioneering stage of a nation's history 
belongs to its youth and to its youth 
alone. The mature life of nations, like 
the lives of grown-up men, is spent 
working within the limits of accepted 
facts. When, therefore, Andre Sieg-
fried writes a book about us which he 
calls "America Comes of Age," he con-
cedes for us that our life becomes 
more and more a life of thoughtful re-
construction rather than reckless ex-
ploitation. 

The city of Jerusalem still lives in 
men's imagination as one of the sym-
bols of Utopia. Yet from the days of 
David the King until the days of Al-
lenby the .General its history has been 
one long story of rebuilding. The 
stones In its walls and streets, its 
homes and churches and mosques, have 
not been fresh cut, They have been 
the old stones, cast down in the wars, 
which men have tried to put back in 
ever more certain shape. Thus, also, 

Rice's Class of 1920 will hold its fif-
teenth reunion after the garden party 
today at the Cohen House, according 
to J. Frank Jungman, acting class sec-
retary. The graduating class of 1920 
numbered seventy-seven including six 
candidates for advanced degrees. 

At the Physics Amphitheatre the As-
sociation of Rice Alumni will hold its 
annual reunion meeting under the 
gavel of Alumni President Tommy 
Moore, '28, this afternoon, at which 
time the candidates for Alumni officers 
will be made public by the nominating 
committee. The bi-annual election of 
Alumni Association officials will be 
held in the fall on Homecoming Day. 
zSaturday the Class of 1925 held its 
tenth reunion, a dinner in the Com-
mons with I. M. Wilford, permanent 
class president, as toastmaster, Guests 
included the officers of the administra-
tion, 

On the same day at the Cohen House 
the class of 1920 held its, fifth reunion 
dinner. Officers of the class are: John 
Shuhmacher, permanent president, Mrs. 
Homoiselle Haden Fay, vice-president, 
and John Ridley, secretary-treasurer. 

it is said that there is not 'a stone in 
St. Peter's in Rome which had not 
been previously used in some earlier 
pagan or Christian building in the 
Eternal City. Yet out of the cast down 
stones of a previous time Bramante 
built one of the ejjduring shrines of 
Christendom. It may well be that the 
task of reconstruction will issue in 
creations more permanent and beauti-
ful than those of sheer invention. The 
fact that you are called upon now to 
share in an age of reconstruction does 
not deny you work that is interesting 
or work that may not be more sig-
nificant than that which was done by 
your predecessors in the days of pio-
neering. You are living at the time 
of America's "coming of age." 

in. 
And, finally, these men of long ago 

worked, as the story runs, with a 
trowel In one hand and a sword in the 
other hand. The conditions for their 
work were confessedly unideal. No 
modern efficiency engineer could hold 
out any hope that work done under 
such conditions could meet the re-
quirements of the task. And yet, with 
divided attention and divided strength 
they persevered until the wall was 
built. I t says much for their resource-
fulness that working with these handi-
caps they finished the job which they 
began. 

I There are many of us today who 
! have the mind lo work, yet who are 
j at loggerheads with the conditions for 
our work. We are doubtful whether 

I in the face of the difficulties against 
which we have to contend, good work 
can be done. There is the difficulty 
of getting work in the first instance, 
There is the feeling of insecurity about 
the job we succeed in getting. If we 
are an established business^ or a set-
tled prolusion there is the instability 
of the world around us. We do not 
know from day to day how environ-
ment will change. There is more kill-
ing competition in some .lines than ever 
before. Altogether we understand only 
too well what it is to have to work 
with a sword in one nand, and never 
to have two free hands for the task 
itself. We have to fight for the chance 
to work and then to defend the job 
itself once it has been taken on, ^ 

Men have always dreamed of Uto-
pian conditions for work. We today 
dream this dream with an added vivid-
ness. HBut I wonder is it not today as 
it always has been merely a dream. 
For if you start a serious search for 
the men who did good work for the 
sole reason that they had ideal condi-
tions for their work, you seem never 
to find them. Indeed, you come fin-
ally to doubt; whether any such men 
exist. What you find instead is men 
who, in the face of what would seem 

Names engraved free if you buy a 
Pen or Pencil from the Fountain Pen 
Hospital, 601 Kress Bldg. F. 7918. 

to be insuperable obstacles, have done 
much if not most of the enduring work 
of the' world. 1 1 ^ 

Goethe said that for the last seven-
ty-five years of his life he never had 
a month of genuine comfort and that 
the mere business of living was a per-
petual rolling of a stone which he had 
always to raise anew. Meanwhile his 
creative work was disturbed, limiteu, 
and hindered by external conditions. 
Neither Kant nor Carlyle ever knew 
in maturity a single healthy, carefree 
day. Robert Louis Stevenson's gallant 
optimism was affirmed against a back-
drop of dark difficulties. The wizard 
mind of Steinmetz inhabited a body 
which must have made every motion a 
burden, and this great genius did his 
work under conditions which suggest 
an almost mediaeval asceticism. Fran-
cis Thompson, who wrote the greatest 
lyrics in our language, since the Eliza-
bethans, sold matches for a penny a 
box on the streets of London and slept 
beneath the arches of the Thames 
bridges. 

We should beware of leaping to the 
sentimental conclusion that poverty 
and hardship are guarantees of genius. 
But, on the other hand, we cannot 
evade the plain inference from the 
facts which tells us that much of the 
best work of tile world has been done 
under the most unlikely conditions. 
Indeed Goethe himself insisted that if 
a man wps to make his mark on the 
world he needed two things, a good 
head and a great inheritance. The lat-
ter of these, a great inheritance, he 
did not construe as birth mto a secure 
and tranquil time of the world's his-
tory. He preferred rather the inheri-
tance which comes to us from a trou-
bled time and mentions the break up 
of the Middle Ages and the later dis-
location of Europe caused by the Na-
poleonic Wars. A man born into such 
a time, he implies, inherits an op-
portunity which is denied men w«o 
fall upon the stagnant periods of hu-
man history. His very occupation is 
defined for him by the tasks of re-
construction which are at hand in his-
tory's unsettled years. 

There is, in the preface to one of the 
latest volumes of Professor Bury's 
collected essays, a half apology for 
the contents of the book. These es-
says, which are perhaps his most bril-
liant work, were written, Bury says, 
under the most unlikely conditions. They 
were prepared as special lectures and 
addresses under pressure and in the 
midst of constant distractions. He 
never had proper time for any of 
them; they were fitted into hurried 
hours, interrupted by regular duties, 
and never properly revised. Bury goes 
on to say that he, too, had dreamed 
the universal human dream of ideal 
conditions for productive work. He 
had hoped for what had never come, 
uninterrupted leisure for research and 
long, quiet periods for writing. 

The essays in question, he goes on 
to say, were actually all written 
"against the grain." They were writ-
ten against the grain of his own in-
clination at the time and again the 
grain of an unpromising environment. 
Yet, he continues, as he looks back 
and discovers that most of what he 
takes to be his best work was done 
under precisely those conditions, and 
he finds himself wondering whether, 
if he had had the ideal setting of 
which he had dreamed, he would have 
done as well. He is driven to the con-
clusion that probably most of our best 
human work is "done against the 
grain." 

You and I today are having to do 
our work against the grain. We can-
not always pick and choose what we 
will do. We have to accept, either as 
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• necessity or &s i duty, the work 
which offers. And once we are st work 
we find ourselves dealing with a 
world which is tough and gnarled. The 
world lies on our work bench like a 
great timber of live oak. And it lies 
so that we cannot work with its grain, 
'•ut must work against its grain. We 
should be more than human if, at 
times, we did not quarrel with our 
tools, with the workshop, and with the 
stuff to be handled. Other men, we 
say, were able to work with the grain 
of a softer world. Why the cursed 
spite that we were born to set right so 
difficult a day? ..: w l W t l 

If the testimony of htindreds of lives 
is to be trusted, if Professor Bury's 
reflections on his own history were 
accurate, it may be well that in the un-
ideal conditions for our modern toil we 
have a great inheritance. By a para-
dox which we do not at first under-
stand it may be that the Conditions 
for our labor are more ideal than 
those of which we idly dream. 

Eckermann records that in his con-
versations with Goethe he naturally 
sought natures and environments which 
coincided with his own inclinations. 
Goethe told him that he was wrong, 
that it was a great mistake to hope 
that men and the world will harmonize' 
with us. "It is in the conflict of na-
tures opposed to his own," said the 
poet, "that a man must collect his 
strength to fight his way through. 
Thus all our different sides are brought 
out and developed, so that we soon feel 
ourselves a match for every foe. You 
must at all events plunge into the 
great world whether you like it or 
not." 

A century or more ago, in a world 
radically unsettled by the Napoleonic 
Wars, a mystical English poet retold 
the old Hebrew story about rebuild-
ing Jerusalem in England's fair and 
pleasant land. He stayed close to the 
original story and said that those who 

•v -

Always use good Ink in your Pen. 
Fountain Pen Hospital, 601 Kress Bldg. 
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thus labored must carrv a 
w e hnnd. How better can 
come you, who are now 
institution, into the difficult 
the world than to say to you 
must at all events plunge into 
great world, whether you like 
notj and then to charge you that; 
sword shall not deep in your ' 
till you have built a better andl 
eternal city in this fair and pleasant 
land. 

— ___—. 
Fountain Pen Hospital repairs all 

makes of Pens and Pencils. 601 Kress 
Bldg. F. 7918. 
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