
Postcript to Rogene Gee Calvert’s Interview (in response to my question on how she 

funded her higher education and where she lived while growing up), 6/15/12. 

 

Back when I attended UT-Austin, things were so different.  Costs were so much more 

reasonable and affordable.  My parents, like so many other immigrants, worked long 

hours in our neighborhood grocery to make a living and support their children's 

future.  However, they did not put money away for a college fund so fortunately, I had 

benefit of a Jesse and Mary Gibbs Jones Scholarship (yes, even way back then, the Jones 

Scholarships were being given out).  I believe it was $2,000 for 4 years and, back then, 

that covered most of my tuition, dorm and books.  I also borrowed money to meet the gap 

and remember paying back my college loan for a few years after graduation.  Again, the 

interest rates were low and so the monthly payments were affordable but I can't 

remember the exact amount.  Both my husband and I were paying our college loans off 

for a few years after we graduated, married and held jobs.  Finally, my parents gave me a 

modest monthly allowance, maybe $40/month to cover incidentals.  Back then, we could 

live on Taco Bell for 19 cents!  I also worked while in college and during summers to 

save money for school.  I've always had a soft spot in my heart for wait staff as Timmy 

Chan Restaurant (a Houston institution) helped me through college working as a waitress 

in the summers.  The campus DerWeinerschnitzel on the drag helped me while at school 

and also allowed us to eat free!  

 

 

I grew up in what's known as Third Ward near the corner of Truxillo and Live Oak.  

Shape Community Center is there now and occupies what used to be a Jewish 

Synagogue. I worked in a neighborhood grocery (not my parents' store) owned by 

another Asian family who helped raised my brothers and me growing up, across the street 

from my home.  Then just after I left home for college, my family moved to the S. 

Main/Hiram Clark area for a very brief time until they moved once again to the Stella 

Link/Braeswood area, where we still have my parents' home.  Many of the early Chinese 

American families had grocery stores in the Third Ward, Fifth Ward or Denver Harbor 

areas, where we depended upon the African American or Latino residents for our 

business. 


