
Joseph and 
Inez Mims, 

above, stand 
together today 

just as they did 
in 1943, at 

right. Joseph 
Mims, a 1943 

Rice graduate, 
will participate 

in the 1998 
commence

ment exercises 
today on the 

Rice campus. 
Mims missed 

his graduation 
ceremonies in 
order to fulfill 

his duty in 
World War II. 

COMMENCEMENT HAD ToW AIT 

Jeff Fitlow I Rice University 

Rice will honor 
grads who left 
early for WWII 
By BOB TUTT r " (}I~ 
Houston Chronicle ;:) - f - -f 

Fifty-five years is a long time to 
wait to hear Pomp and Circum
stance. 

It's been that long since 18 gradu
ates of Rice University finished 
their degree requirements, but were 
prevented from donning caps and 
gowns by a more pressing commit
ment - World War II. 

"It's like waiting 55 years to get 
credit for a four-year course," said 
one of them, Curtis Johnson, 76. 

Rice president Malcolm Gillis in
vited 108 Rice graduates unable to 
participate in their wartime com
mencements to receive this delayed 
honor, but only 18 were able to ac
cept the invitations. 

They will be crossing the stage to
day with members of Rice's 1998 
graduating class. 

Johnson remembered how he and 
many other students at what then a . . 
enter military service after Japan's 
Dec. 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor. 

"Most of the services thought we 
would be better off at Rice than at 
some kind of boot camp," he said. 
"So they left us there so we could 
continue our education." 

Th speed up their studies, he said, 
"We started school early in the fall, 
didn't take vacations or breaks, and 
my class finished up our courses in 
March of '43." 

Then, he said, "I went to the Uni
versity of Arizona at 1\lcson, out in 
the desert, to learn to be a Navy of
ficer." 

Ultimately, Johnson, who earned 
a civil engineering degree from 
Rice, was assigned to an LCI ( land
ing craft/infantry). In it his crew 
crossed a stormy Atlantic to En
gland. On D-Day, his craft landed 
British commandos on the coast of 
France. 

He was awaiting transfer to the 
Pacific to take part in the planned 
invasion of Japan when the war 
ended. 

In time, the Dallas native moved 
to Houston and formed his own 
company, Johnson Construction 
Specialties Inc. He and his wife, 
Molly, had a son and a daughter, 
and both became Rice graduates. 

Missing the graduation ceremony 
''wasn't a very serious concern at 
the time," he said, "but it got to be 

See GRADUATES on Page 31 A. 

Curtis Johnson. 
above, wears 
the cap he 
wore years ago 
as a freshman 
at Rice. At left, 
Johnson posed 
aboard a Navy 
LCI boat in 
1945. Johnson, 
along with 17 
other 1943 
Rice graduates 
who missed 
their 
graduation, will 
be part of Rice 
University's 

. graduation 
ceremony 
today. 



The troopers deployed a set of 
spikes at the Southwest Freeway and 
Crabb River Road - a fact broadcast 
by KTRH radio as it was being done. 

When the pursued car skirted the 
spikes by going on the shoulder, 
some officers expressed concern 
over police radio frequencies the 
driver was listening to KTRH and be
ing told of the steps being taken to 
stop him. 

''We'd appreciate it if you wouldn't 
put this info on your radio, KTRH," 
an HPD dispatcher broadcast as the 
second set of spikes was put in place. 

Minutes later, the car hit those 
spikes. With at least one tire disabled, 
the man drove only a few minutes be
fore pulling over and being arrested. 

choice of the congressional delega
tion, a review committee of Texas at
torneys not only interviewed the al
ternative choice, Keith Ellison as 
well. but gave him better ratings. 

The irate U.S. representatives ulti
mately withdrew both names from 
consideration, and Green chastised 
the 'White House for bungling the 
proc s. 

Today 

A. East Freeway: Eastbound frontage road, Sjolander to Cedar Bayou, one inside lane closed 
7 a.m.-5 p.m. 

B. Katy Freeway: Eastbound, Taylor to North Freeway, two middle lanes closed 24 hours; 
east- and westbound frontage road at Bingle, one inside lane closed 6:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
eastbound frontage road at Campbell, one inside lane closed 6:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; westbound, 
Texas 99 to Katy-Fort Bend County Road, two outside lanes closed until 3 p.m. Sunday. 

C. North Freeway: Northbound ramp to Katy Freeway westbound, one inside lane closed 24 
hours. 

D. Gulf Freeway: Southbound at FM 516, one middle lane closed 24 hours; northbound exit 
ramp to FM 516 closed 24 hours (detour to Calder exit); northbound exit ramps to FM 517 
and FM 646 closed 24 hours. 

E. North Loop: Westbound ramp to Eastex Freeway southbound, total closure 24 hours. 

F. Vasser: East- and westbound at Mykawa, total closure 7 a.m.-2 p.m. 

G. Eastex Freeway: Southbound exit to Runnels closed permanently (detour to McGo
wen(Tuam exit). 

H. Southwest Freeway: Northbound frontage road at Edloe, one inside lane closed 24 hours; 
southbound U-turn at Kirkwood closed 24 hours. · 

1. Texas 35: North- and southbound, Airport Drive to South Loop, alternate lanes closed 9 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

J. Texas 146: North- and southbound, Barbours Cut to Spencer Highway, total closure 24 
hours (detour to frontage road). 

K. Beltway 8 West: North- and southbound, Gulf Bank to West Road and Fallbrook to Windfem, 
one outside lane closed 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

L. Cullen: North- and southbound, Meadow Par1< lane to Sunbeam, alternate lanes closed 24 
hours (one lane open in each direction). 

M. 61st Street in Galveston: North- and southbound at Offats Bayou Bridge, two northbound 
lanes and one southbound lane open 24 hours. 

N. Bingle: Northbound at Katy Freeway, one outside lane closed 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

0. Calhoun: Northbound ramp to Gulf Freeway frontage ramp closed 24 hours. 

P. Edloe: Northbound at Southwest Freeway, one inside lane closed 24 hours. 

Q. Hamilton: Southbound, Runnels to Canal, two alternate lanes closed 24 hours. 

R. Lee: North- and southbound, from Humble-Westfield Road to Will Clayton Parkway (at 
Garners Bayou), total closure 24 hours (detour to McKay). 

S. NASA Road 1: East- and westbound, Space Center Boulevard to Texas 146, one or two 
alternate lanes closed 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (eastbound) and 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (westbound). 

T. Silber: Northbound at Katy Freeway, one outside lane closed 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

U. Synott: Northbound, West Bellfort to Old Richmond Road, total closure 24 hours. 

-· meanor charges of assaulting a 
couple outside an Almeda Mall night-
spot. · 

Saul Delgado, 27, and Francisco Services for Sylvan "Ozzie" 
Calvillo, 26, were accused of assault- 80, a longtime Chronicle and HOIUStc)IJ 
ing Juan Rodriguez, 26, and his Endowment employee, will 
mother-in-law, Ana Galaviz, 25, on 2 p.m. today at Forest Park 

: I 

I • • I • I 

May 12. Home Chapel in The Woodlan 
Jurors in Harris County Court-at- 18000 Interstate 45 North. 

Law Judge Jim Barkley's court He died Thursday in Housto 
heard each side accuse the other one Northwest Medical Center of compli
of starting a fight after a traffic cations of heart disease. 
squabble outside El Dorado Ranch. Brown, a veteran of World War ll 

Prosecutor Chris Downey said Po- worked for the Chronicle from 1976 
lice Chief C.O. Bradford had sus- to 1993, managing its fleet vehicles 
pended the officers indefinitely. They and employee parking garage or 
are appealing. many years. 

d · I He began in 1962 as an employee Woman set to stan tria of the valet parking garage m the 
HEMPSTEAD - A Brookshire Rice Hotel, then owned by Houston 

woman is scheduled to stand trial in Endowment. 
mid-June for alleged sex abuse of a Commencement 

0 child in a case that netted her hus- t ' 

band a life sentence. Our Lady of the Lake Tr ... :;.,.,. .. oco;t.i'c 

Craig J. Willover, 38, a self- commencement will be 
employed carpenter, was convicted a.m. Sunday at the municipal 

. . . 
last week rium in San Antonio. 

Willover was arrested last year af- Charles Lutz. chairman and 

• • • 

·• ter the 9-year-old girl's problems in executive officer of Bank One. 
school trig~ered suspicions among speak 
school officials and, in turn, police. our Lady of tile Lake is based 

Tammy Willover, 37, is charged San Antonio and has weekend 
witil aggravated sexual assault and grams for students in Houston 
injury to a child in connection with Dallas. 
the same victim and a 7-year-old sib-
ling. Woodlands teen killed 

• • . . 
Official takes Webster job A Woodlands teen-ager was killed 

Friday when the car she vas riding 
The city secretary of Sealy has ac- in went out of control on the orth 

cepted a similar position with Web- Freeway, Houston police said 

"My heart goes out to Judge Ruben 
Guerrero and others who have had 
to go through this system. I under
stand exactly what happened to 
tilem. This system of federal appoint
ments is flawed and overly poli
ticized, said Garcia Friday. 

·1 can see why good and talented 
professionals are reluctant to go into • 
gove . ' ~-··-- ng 

Garcia's sentiments are wide- U I 

ster. Natalie iarie Koller 18 died at 
Pauline Small, 50, said Friday that Ben Taub Hospital after the 12:05 

she will start her new job May 26. a.m. single-car wreck in the 7400 
City Council approved her selection block of the orth Freewa near tile 

--------====:=====::::::=============-~this we~eK.--~----~~--u e ork mtersection. 
Small, who will earn $53,619 annu- Police said a 24-year-{)ld man 

spread Led by Houston state Sen. 
iario Gallegos, disgruntled Hispanic 
eade last month threatened to boy
cott Pre ident Clinton's ESPN
televised race and sports forum at 
the Wortham Theater over Guerrero 
and other perceived political slights. 

The potentially embarrassing 
plan were abandoned only after 
Clinton agreed to meet with Hispan
ics while here, and the White House 
promised to give close consideration 
to Houston Hispanics for high-profile 
ederal po ts. 

'Obviously I m disappointed," Gal
legos said Friday. calling Garcia one 
o the best role models Hispanics 

ce here. But when we met with 
the president we had an agreement 
and he confirmed it when we were 
in that meeting. 

The agreement was that if Ro
land's nomination was not sent over, 
\ e would get another Houston His

panic as a nominee and I'm going 
to hold the White House to that 
agreement.·· 

While other Hispanics attending 
the meeting agreed the White House 
made a commitment, Green, who 
also was there, Friday pointed out 
that the process begins with the con
gressional recommendation. 

"There was not a commitment to 
anything by the White House," he 
said. '~"'The members of the delegation 
are the ones who make those nomi
nations to the White House." 

Continued from Page 29A. 

the private room and several workers 
tried to block his unapproved depar
ture. 

Three health-care workers sub
dued Lo~_g near a floor-to-ceiling lou
vered grill that covered an open air 
shaft, but all four men crashed 
through the grill and fell 24 feet to 
the ground. Killed in the fall were 
technician Ronald Chambers and 
medical student Richard Larramore. 
Injured were food service worker Ed
ward Johnson and Long. 

The families of Chambers, Lar
ramore and Johnson jointly sued the 
hospital and doctor, claiming they 
were responsible for wrongful death 
and negligence. 

Hermann Hospital eventually was 
dismissed as a defendant, leaving 
Van Horn to defend himself against 
the charges that he failed to properly 
diagnose and treat Long. The fami
lies also asserted that Van Horn or
dered or allowed Long's transfer to 
an unsecured floor that lacked ad
equate facilities to treat the patient's 
violent and disruptive behavior. 

The Supreme Court's opinion, writ
ten by Justice Raul Gonzalez, said 
there is nothing inherent in the rela
tionship between doctor and patient 
that gives the physician a duty or 
right to "control" his patient. 

"This court has recognized in the 
past that the necessary special rela
tionship for · a duty to con-

llllili 

'The Supreme 
Court's opinion said 
there is nothing 
inherent in the 
relationship between 
doctor and patient 
that gives the 
physician a duty or 
right to 'control' his 
patient. 

ers, much less the necessary special 
relationship in order to impose upon 
the doctor a duty to protect these in
dividuals," the ruling said 

The opinion stated the same doc
trine previously had been applied to 
similar cases involving two murder 
victims whose families sued the doc
tors and hospitals that had treated 
the murderer for mental problems, 
and in the case filed against a state 
mental hospital after an outpatient 
murdered his wife. 

Mter the fatal hospital incident, 
Long claimed he suffered from para
noid delusions produced by medica
tion to combat the epileptic seizures 
that followed a 1982 head injury. 

Attorneys for Van Horn and the 
families of the hospital workers could 
not be reached for comment on Fri
day. 

ally, will replace Margaret Hunt, who driving the 1988 Honda Accord south
retired in March. Small worked with bound when he lost control. The car 
former City Manager Roger Carlisle. then struck a concrete banicade an 
now Webster's city manager. rolled se eral times. 

Elderly man dies in crash Koller who lived in the 19 block 
of . Red Cedar 'frail, was ejected 

SPRING - A 90-year-old Spring from the car. 
man died Friday at Houston's Her- The driver and another passenge 
mann Hospital after a two-vehicle were taken to the hospital for trea -
collision m south Montgomery ment. 
County. Police said alcohol was involve 

John Hudson was southbound on and possible charges ·ere pending 
Oakhurst, just east of Interstate 45 against the driver. 

State briefs 

Suit names UT fraternity 
AUSTIN - A University of Texas 

freshman is suing Kappa Alpha fra
ternity and three of its members, al
leging they violated the state's anti
hazing law. The Austin fraternity is 
under two years of alumni supervi
sion imposed by the national chapter. 
It also is considering ejecting some 
members and possibly suspending 
the UT chapter. 

Tim Hesselsweet's lawsuit says 
Kappa Alpha members spat on him, 
punched him, struck him with sharp 
sticks and urinated on him during a 
hazing ritual on Feb. 15. According 
to the lawsuit, filed Thursday, frater
nity members also cracked his skull 
and brutalized him. 

An attorney representing the 
national said it 

Tips from an undercover agent 
working for a seven-county narco · 
task force led to the seizure o 3 
pounds of black tar heroin this \\eek _ 
and the arrest of two Mexico resi
dents near Round Rock, just north 
of Austin. The street value of the 
drugs was estimated at $500 000. 

Building ordinance upheld 
AUSTIN - Strict building guide

lines enacted to protect water quality 
in Austin are legal, the Texas Su
preme Court ruled Friday. 

Austin voters in 1992 approved the 
Save Our Springs ordinance. It limits 
construction and development in ar
eas that feed Barton Creek, Barton 
Springs and the Barton Springs Ed-

. of landown-



Graduates 
Continued from Page 29A. 

after we got home." 
Two other Rice graduates, Joseph 

Mims and his wife, Inez Benson 
Mims, also will participate. They had 
become sweethearts while going to 
Jeff Davis High School on Houston's 
Torth Side. Both were top students 

and went on to llice. 
During the summer between their 

junior and senior years at Rice, Mims 
decided the time had come to get 
married. When he proposed, Inez's 
response was, "On what?" 

A .reasonable question. At the time, 
Mims1 who was holding down a night 
job as a draftsman for the Shell Oil 

Company, had only $52 to his name. 
Love triumphed, however. They 

married on a Friday night, Sept. 4, 
1942, and were back in their classes 
Monday morning. 

They rented a garage apartment 
roughly a mile from the campus. 
"The kitchen was so narrow," here
called, "that you had to go sideways 
between the counter and the stove." 

Mims used $26 of his cash to buy 
a bicycle to save on bus fare. He rode 
it to school and to work. Fortunately 
Rice had no tuition at the time, and 
he said his college education cost 
him "about $100 a year for every
thing." 

"We had a wonderful time that 
year," he recalled "I made the best 
grades I'd made at llice because I 
wasn't going over to her house all the 

tim " e. 
He had a tremendous academic 

load that last school year at llice. At
tending classes six days a week, he 
was taking seven courses, three with 
labs, plus continuing his part-time 
job. 

After Mims completed the last final 
exam for his mechanical engineering 
degree in March 1943, he too headed 
for Navy training at the University of 
Arizona. 

He was sent to the Pacific to help 
maintain the cryptographic equip
ment that Navy codebreakers used to 
monitor Japanese radio transmis
sions. 

After the war he began a 43-year 
career with Shell. He was manager 
of the company's general engineer
ing department when he retired in 

1985. 
Mims, 76, and his wife, 75, now re

side in Missouri City. They had four 
sons and three daughters. Three are 
llice graduates. 

His kids have needled him about 
participating in today's commence
ment, telling him, "It's taken longer 
for you to get a degree than anybody 
we've ever known." 

Two of their children Martha 
Mims and Donald Mims obtained 
permission from Rice's president for 
their mother also to be included in 
the ceremony. 

She, too, had missed her com
mencement in 1943 because she had 
gone to Arizona to attend the cer
emony marking completion of her 
husband's naval officer training 
course. 



Before the primary, Squier con- wasn't necessanly an issue, she said. 

d to pay $18.1 million 
yzed shooting victim 
egedly knew 
-hire plot 

the city of Houston 
victim Barbra 

neg~UgEmce lawsuit 

Barbra Piotrowski was 
shot in the back four 
times during an October 
1980 attempt on her life. 

"ON THE EDGE'~F EXCITE ENT AND ADVENTURE 
Visit Virtual Voyager at http://www.houstonchronicle.com/voyager 



RICE HONORS ALUMNI WHO 

LEFT EARLY FOR WORLD WAR II 
In his 1939 matriculation address to 

the class of' 43, Dr. Edgar Odell Lovett 
encouraged the entering freshmen to 
obey the U.S. neutrality law in letter and 
spirit, although he noted that "if by the 
will of the people through an act of 
Congress the law of the land should be 
changed, then again you will accept the 
decision of the government." 

In the following three and a half years 
the law of the land did indeed change, 
and by May 1943, several members of 
the class who had completed the degree 
requirements for graduation, were 
unable to personally receive their diplo
mas because they were already serving in 
the military. Family members attended 
the commencement exercises and accept
ed diplomas in their place. 

Fifty-five years later, one hundred 
eight of those veterans were invited to 

participate in Rice's eighty-fifth gradua
tion ceremonies. Eighteen were able to 

attend. Meredith James and John Silvey 
were two of the honorees. 

James compiled an extensive scrap
book for the occasion with 1943 gradu 

continued on page 6 
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Below left: 'ornmencement exercises in front of the Chemistry Building, May 31, 1943. 
Below right: Lining up in from of the statue. Bottom left: Mothers stand in for sons already 
in military: eorge Morris (Nat'}). john ilvey (Army Air Force) and Creth Camp (Navy). 
Bottom right: The procession of graduates. 



Below left: Commencement exercises in front of the Chemistry Building, May 31, 1943. 
Below right: Lining up in front of the statue. Bottom left: Mothers stand in for sons already 
in military: George Morris (Navy), john Silvey (Army Air Force) and Creth Camp (Navy). 
Bottom right: The procession of graduates. 



OUR BOY GRADUATES 
(Reprinted at the suggestion of Miss Margaret Thompson, Lancaster, Texas) 

Recent Rice graduates in the Army Air Force (1943): john Silvey and Eugene Stone 

Our sweet girl graduates are sweet, as sweet as they can be, 
But this year our boy graduates somehow appeal to me; 

For this year our boy graduates when their school work is by 
Will camp beneath Old Glory's folds, outlined against the sky; 
This year our boys will leave their schools in city and in town, 

And will go marching far away, all clothed in khaki brown; 
They, who but yesterday were boys, today are clear-eyed men, 

And they will march away to war - God bring them home again! 
God bring them home to us again when warring days are by! 

Our hearts are where men fight for peace and where our wounded lie; 
Our hearts are with the Stars and Stripes where' er they fly today; 
Our hearts are with our graduates who smile and march away! 

There is a look we never saw in their young eyes till now, 
A shining something in each face and on each boyish brow, 
As they can see what we can not; and now the bugle plays, 

And now they march from boyhood ways and from glad yesterdays. 

Our sweet girl graduates are sweet, and they are by our side, 
But our boy graduates are gone; and, oh, the world is wide! 

And, oh, the world is lonesome since they cheered and marched away, 
The little lads we know so well and loved so yesterday; 

And we who knew them all so well on yesterday, we know 
That, if it be on sea or land that they shall meet the foe, 

They'll be what we know them to be; steel true, our fighting men! 
God, be with our boy graduates and bring them home again. 

RICE HONORS ALUMNI from page 4 
arion photos and programs which will 
be stored in the university archives. 
Silvey brought various newspaper clip
pings and photos from the era and 
reminisced about his years at Rice. He 
especially remembered the encourage
ment offered to him by Professor Lewis 
Babcock Ryon when Silvey's career as a 
mechanical engineer seemed in doubt. 

Silvey also explained how he and his 
classmates had been involved in an 
accelerated program intended to com
plete their course of study two months 
ahead of schedule. However, several of 
them were still surprised to receive a 
notice on March 12, 1943, directing 
them to report for duty on March 31. 

The letter informed them that they 
must "leave their homes at such time 
as will enable them to report by 8 
a.m." to the Old City Hall Building. 
They were also told that they were sub
ject to military law from the date they 
received the order and that they would 
be reimbursed five cents per mile for 
the travel from their homes "over the 
shortest, most usually traveled, direct 
route." After reporting for duty the 
aviation cadets were ordered to Boca 
Raton, Florida, via train at a cost of 
$264.36. Three standard lower 
Pullman berths were provided to six 
men, and they departed at 8:45 P.M. 

When the eighteen graduates began 
to mount the platform this May the 
audience rose to give the veterans a 
standing ovation. Silvey said that he 
was profoundly moved. "You don't 
know how you will feel about some
thing like that until it really happens." 

- Karen Hess Rogers 

WoRLD WAR II-ERA GRADuATES HONORED AT THE 85TH CoMMENCEMENT, MAY 9, 1998 

George Merritt Flint, Jr. '43 

Curtis Oliver Johnson, Jr. '43 

John Nesbett Leedom '43 

William Russell McBride '43 

Inez Benson Minis '43 

Joseph E. Mims '43 

Tom E. Mings '43 

Donald Davis Mitchell '43 

George Laigle Morris '43 

William McQuaig O'Connor '42 

Tracy Samuel Park '43 

Frank Terry Peerman, Jr. '43 

Walter Lawrence Prehn, Jr. '43 

William Martin Schleier, Jr. '43 

John Corley Silvey, Jr. '43 

Horace Eugene Staph '43 

Eugene F. Stone '43 

Clement Peter Sumners '43 

JohnS. Ward, Jr. '42/'43 

William F. Wohlt, Jr. '43 

Ralph Madison Young '43 



1921 TRACK TEAM 
Back row, L - R: Shelburne, Elliot, Malcolm 
McCorquodale, H Frank Goss, "Alex" Alexander, 
"Preacher" Lindsay, Leslie Coleman, Eddie Dyer, Fred 
Hargis, Coach Rafferty, Coach Phil Arbuckle. Front 
row, L - R: jack Graves McGee, Will Hair, Edwin 
Deprato, Lonnie Thomas, Dub Winn, Chet Lowman, 
Melvin Aitken, Arthur Cain. Thanks to Ted Workman 
'49 and Frank Goss '49 for providing this photograph 
to the Rice Historical Society. 

GIVE YOUR OLD PHOTOS TO 
Thee Riccce 

HistCO>ric<li\1 §CO>cicety 
Contact joyce Winning Nagle '44, 

chair of the Archives Committee, at 713-782-0703 

The Rice Historical Society needs your help identifying and interviewing students, alumni, and 
friends to record memories of important events in Rice's history. If you know someone who should 
be interviewed or would like to assist with interviews, please complete and return this form to: 

The Rice Historical Society 
Rice University - MS 520 
P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77251-1892 

Name 

Phone Number ________________________________________________________ ___ 

Suggestions for Interviews 



Photo by Jeff Fitlow 

ABOVE: Joe '43 and Inez Mims '431ook forward to participating in Commencement 
exercises on May 9.1NSET: The newlyweds pose for a photo before Joe left for war. 

Commencement to Feature 
1 Graduates from WW II Era 

BY LISA NUTIING 
Rice News Staff ~ -7- 1 I' 

WhenJoeand InezMims' children heard 
the news that their father, a 1943 Rice 
graduate, had been invited to walk at Com
mencement '98 along with other graduates. 
who had been whisked away to World War 
II before graduation ceremonies, they said, 
"Hey, what about Mom?" 

You see, their mother, Inez Benson Mims, 
also a 1943 graduate, had missed the cap 
and gown ceremony, too. She had gone to 

Tucson to see her new husband Joe one last 
time as he was commissioned an ensign in 
the Navy before heading off to war. 

Fifty-five years after graduating from 
Rice, the couple are two of21 alumni set to 
participate in Commencement '98. The 
graduates, who due to the war were awarded 
their degrees in absentia during I 942-45, 
will don full cap and gown regalia and walk 
across the stage Saturday, May 9. At last 
count, 11 Mim will be in attendance as 

see WW II Grads, Page 2 

WWIIGrads 
continued ji-om Page 1 

their parents/grandparents take the ceremo
nial walk. 

In the Commencement invitation. Rice 
President Malcolm Gillis wrote: "Owing to 
the sacrifice that we a · a nation were asked 
to make during World War II, many Rice 
alumni were forced to forego their gradua
tions. I write today to extend to you a special 
invitation .... It will be my pleasure to be
stow upon you and your fellow alumni the 
recognition that you so richly deserve." 

Let's go back about 55 years to Rice 
Institute, as the university was then called. 
It was a simpler day at Rice-and around 
the world. 

Cokes cost 5 cents a bottle, gasoline rang 
up at 18 cents a gallon, and a trout sandwich 
at Christie's, a popular Rice student hang
out, cost about a quarter, the Mims recalled. 

There were also no tuition fees for stu
dents, no ACT or SAT -type entrance ex
ams (students were admitted based on high 
school performance), and $35-40 a month 
would cover costs of a one-bedroom apart
ment (a must for female students, as no 
dorms were available for women). 

"[A Rice education] was the greatest 
bargain ever," Joe Mims aid, adding that 
lab fees, tax and a general deposit totaled a 
whopping $I 25 for him and $68.50 for 

Inez. Fees for Joe. a mechanical engineer
ing major, were more expen~ive than for 
Inez, an English and education major, be
cause his studie required several labs. 

"I think we were fortunate to come along 
when we did.'" Inez said. 

In those days, the Mims said, Rice stu
dents went to class Monday through Satur
day. And television wasn't a distraction for 
students who were supposed to be study
ing, as it hadn't yet been invented. The 
tradition of sending "pumpkin grades" 
(mid-term report cards) home to parents of 
freshmen was in practice back then, but in 
those days they were called "turkey grades." 

About five years ago, Reginald Dugat 
'43 set in motion plans of honoring World 
War II graduates. Dugat did not see his plan 
to fruition, as he died two years ago, but his 
daughter will take his place at the cer
emony. Special invitation letters were sent 
to 108 alumni of the early '40s who were 
unable to participate in Commencement. 

Other graduates scheduled to attend 
Saturday's Commencement ceremony are: 
George M. Flint Jr. '43, Tom E. Mings '43, 
John MesrettLeedom '43, Horace E. Staph 
'43, Clement Peter Sumners '43, George 
L. Morris '43, Eugene-F. Stone '43,John S. 
Ward '43, Ralph M. Young '43, William 
Rus ell McBride '43, William M. Schleier 
Jr. '43, John C. Silvey Jr. '43, Curtis 0. 
Johnson '43, Tracy S. Park '43, W.M. 
O'Connor '42, and Frank Peerman "43. 
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