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From the Editor: 
This issue highlights the key problems of Polish political life in the 199Os. Appropriately, P. Marzec's portrait of 

Mikhail Gorbachev summarizes the expectations of the East Europeans about the future fate of the Soviet Russian empire. 
Marian Rajski writes about the forced exports of Polish arms to Third W orId counbies; his article deals with one instance of 
the Soviet exploitation of Poland during the heydays of the empire. Having inflicted damage on Polish defense capacity, 
the Moscow government now declares that the "new" Russian Republic carries no responsibility for these damages. Rajski 
is the man who in 1980 blew the whistle on the Soviet robbery ofPolish shipyards (the Soviets paid in rubles for equipment 
which the Poles had to purchase in dollars). 

Sally Boss' review of Piotr Wierzbicki's book goes right into the heart of the controversy which now 
exercises the best minds in Poland: the attempt by the left-wing non-communist forces to snatch the fruits of the revolution 
from Lech Wal~sa and the Solidarity movement. Wierzbicki analyzes the motives and moves of the left-wing "mafia" 
centered around Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki and editor Adam Michnik. Wierzbicki maintains that Wal~ sa's 
adversaries in Poland are the big media (Gazeta Wyborcza, Rzeczpospolita and tycie Warszawy), as well as the major TV 
stations. At stake is the removal of the communist nomenklatura from the leadership and management positions in post
communist Poland. Jacek Koronacki reminds us that a similar controversy (which he defines as the liberal-conservative 
engagement) is going on in the United States as well. However, in the United States the conservative forces have a number 
of well entrenched and reSpectable spokesmen who won't be easily intimidated by the accusations of obscurantism and au
thoritarianism, whereas in Poland, where the conservative movement is only beginning to gather momentum, it still can be 
intimidated by bullies in the media. 

As this issue goes to press, the election campaign begins in Poland. Presidential elections are tentatively scheduled 
for late 1990, whereas elections to the Seym are to take place in Spring 1991. Wal~sa is naturally a candidate for the 
presidency; his political party, Porozumienie Centrum (PC) , may enter into a coalition with some other parties in an effort 
to secure their support for Wal~ sa. On the other hand, the social democratic partyt Porozumienie Obywatelskie -- Akcja 
Demokratyczna (ROAD), has not yet drafted its candidate, although Prime Minister Mazowiecki is the preferred man. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
The Poles are dirt poor. [They] are the poorest Europeans I have ever seen: 

they rank right up there with Yugoslavian gypsies and the Portuguese ladies who 
walked barefoot to Fatima with wash baskets on their heads .... The Germans are 
intelligent and industrious and generally beautiful. The fact that in the end it was 
the Poles who cracked the smooth facade of world Communisnl and not the rich 
Americans or the good-looking Germans is enough to restore anyone's faith in 
Christianity. 

E. Michael Jones in Fidelity magazine (Vol. 9, No.9, September 1990),32-33. 

34 THE SARMATIAN REVIEW September 1990 

In this issue,' 
Marian Rajski, Where Are Our Cannons? Translated by Claire S. BOOKS ....................................................................................... 42 
Allen....................................................................................... .35 Letters .......................................................................................... 47 
J acek Koronacki, Eastern Europe and American Politics: A View 
from Australia........ .................. ................... ..... ........... ........... ..38 

PIASA Meeting ........................................................................... 48 
From the Editor .......................................................................... 34 

Sally Boss, The Battle for Wat~sa (review) .............................. 40 
Theresa Kurk McGinley, Allied Wartime Diplomacy: A Pattern 

Seized Opportunity Honorable Mention........ ......................... ..46 
Scenes from Polish Life .............................................................. 44 

in Poland (review) ..................................................................... .43 Graphics in this issue by Andrzej Kot 

From the Editor: 
This issue highlights the key problems of Polish political life in the 199Os. Appropriately, P. Marzec's portrait of 

Mikhail Gorbachev summarizes the expectations of the East Europeans about the future fate of the Soviet Russian empire. 
Marian Rajski writes about the forced exports of Polish arms to Third W orId counbies; his article deals with one instance of 
the Soviet exploitation of Poland during the heydays of the empire. Having inflicted damage on Polish defense capacity, 
the Moscow government now declares that the "new" Russian Republic carries no responsibility for these damages. Rajski 
is the man who in 1980 blew the whistle on the Soviet robbery of Polish shipyards (the Soviets paid in rubles for equipment 
which the Poles had to purchase in dollars). 

Sally Boss' review of Piotr Wierzbicki's book goes right into the heart of the controversy which now 
exercises the best minds in Poland: the attempt by the left-wing non-communist forces to snatch the fruits of the revolution 
from Lech Wal~sa and the Solidarity movement. Wierzbicki analyzes the motives and moves of the left-wing "mafia" 
centered around Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki and editor Adam Michnik. Wierzbicki maintains that Wal~ sa's 
adversaries in Poland are the big media (Gazeta Wyborcza, Rzeczpospolita and tycie Warszawy), as well as the major TV 
stations. At stake is the removal of the communist nomenklatura from the leadership and management positions in post
communist Poland. Jacek Koronacki reminds us that a similar controversy (which he defines as the liberal-conservative 
engagement) is going on in the United States as well. However, in the United States the conservative forces have a number 
of well entrenched and reSpectable spokesmen who won't be easily intimidated by the accusations of obscurantism and au
thoritarianism, whereas in Poland, where the conservative movement is only beginning to gather momentum, it still can be 
intimidated by bullies in the media. 

As this issue goes to press, the election campaign begins in Poland. Presidential elections are tentatively scheduled 
for late 1990, whereas elections to the Seym are to take place in Spring 1991. Wal~sa is naturally a candidate for the 
presidency; his political party, Porozumienie Centrum (PC) , may enter into a coalition with some other parties in an effort 
to secure their support for Wa l~ sa. On the other hand, the social democratic party t Porozumienie Obywatelskie -- Akcja 
Demokratyczna (ROAD), has not yet drafted its candidate, although Prime Minister Mazowiecki is the preferred man. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
The Poles are dirt poor. [They] are the poorest Europeans I have ever seen: 

they rank right up there with Yugoslavian gypsies and the Portuguese ladies who 
walked barefoot to Fatima with wash baskets on their heads .... The Germans are 
intelligent and industrious and generally beautiful. The fact that in the end it was 
the Poles who cracked the smooth facade of world Communisnl and not the rich 
Americans or the good-looking Germans is enough to restore anyone's faith in 
Christianity. 

E. Michael Jones in Fidelity magazine (Vol. 9, No.9, September 1990),32-33. 



35 September 1990 THE SARMATIAN REVIEW 

Polish Politics in the 1990s 

Where Are Our 


Cannons? 

Marian Rajski 

Translated by Claire S. Allen 
One of the "gray" and yet unexplained events 

of contemporary Polish history is the defense budget 
for the last twenty five years, Le., since the time of 
Khrushchev's departure from power in the USSR and 
the radical change in Soviet foreign policy that fol
lowed. Early in that period, the Soviet leadership 
apparently concluded that peaceful confrontation 
would end in the defeat ofcommunism and that perhaps 
a resolution of the contest ofpolitical systems should be 
sought in armed conflicts. Hence their urgent search 
for allies in the Third World followed by the need for 
granting these countries economic and especially mili
tary aid without any chance of being repaid. Their only 
hope was for political gain in an eventual armed con
flict. The poorest countries most readily succumbed to 
the leftist doctrines of the USSR. 

But as it often happens in the USSR, there was 
not much from which to give and therefore this honor 
came to be shared by the other communist countries, 
particularly those in Eastern Europe. It appears at 
present that in spite ofthe radical political changes that 
occurred in this part of the world during the years of 
1989/90, through inertia, this policy continues to be 
practiced. Consider the financial backing by the USSR 
of the present regime in Afghanistan (beleaguered by 
the insurgents) to the sum of about 200 million dollars 
monthly, the support ofthe Fidel Castro regime in Cuba 
at a cost of 5.5 billion rubles annually and, to mention 
our own backyard, the export of arms to Ethiopia in 
early 1990. After last year's changes in Poland, this 
problem appears to have been cleared up, but only on 
the surface. The "revelations" on the theme of export 
of arms disclosed in the press at the tum of1989J90 by 
the director of the Central Engineering Administration, 
Colonel Piotr Pawluczuk, do not clear up anything; on 
the contrary, they make the situation even murkier and 
mislead public opinion. 

The press presents the Polish export of arms as 
a profitable business, most rewarding in foreign trade. 

The fact is that these arms transactions realized by 
Pawluczuk's firm consisted of barely a few percent of 
the overall transfer of arms from Poland. 

How Much for a Kalashnikov? 

A meeting of the Parliamentary Commission 
of the Ministry of Economic Foreign Cooperation, with 
the participation of CoL Piotr Pawluczuk, was dedi
cated to this problem. Representatives of the Ministry 
of Defense, NIK, experts and the press attended. Inmy 
opinion, this meeting was an effort to cover up those 
responsible in this part of the administration and to 
mislead members of the Parliament. At the meeting, ' 
the representatives of CZI, MWGzZ presented the 
overall totals of the transaction in Polish zlotys, but did 
not describe the kinds of arms, their numbers, transac
tion cost per unit, as well as the conditions of credit. 
Those present did not learn whether Poland receives 
100 or 100,000 zlotys for a kalashnikov -- which in 
world prices costs about $200. 

Covering up the secret of these prices allows 
our "internationalists" to expol;1 to "befriended" nations 
in the Third World one automatic weapon for the price 
of one zloty ($0.0001) or one "used" tank for 1,000 
zlotys. Obviously with a change of a muzzle, motor, 
electrical wiring and propulsion assembly the value of 
such a tank is equivalent to 80% of a new one. The 
representatives of the Ministry of Defense and NIK 
present at the Commission meeting were not very eager 
to make explanations. Nevertheless forced by the 
members of Parliament to speak, they gave general ' 
explanations which revealed nothing new. 

If, however, the majority ofthe MPs were more 
inquisitive -- which MP Edmund Krasowski attempted 
without result -- they would have learned the truth 
eventually at one of the Commission's subsequent 
meetings. But the matter was smoked over and the 
inquiry of the Commission ended. The director did not 
call any further meetings. 

In corridor discussions in the presence of re
porters, Col. Piotr Pawluczuk, when questioned by this 
writer about the mass export of arms by the stripping 
of army units, from warehouses and even directly from 
factories, to Indonesia, Vietnam, Egypt or Angola, 
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replied that such a mass export never happened and if 
it did he knows nothing about it as it was never 
negotiated through his agency. And here we get to the 
crux of the matter. 

Thousands of officers serving in the army in 
the past 30 years were witnesses to the stripping of 
military units of materiel and their transfer to the 
"befriended" nations in the Third World. It is an 
irrefutable fact Officers and soldiers both looked on in 
astonishment and horror when, based on top secret 
orders, they had to strip their own units of all opera
tional tanks with mileage meter readings not over 500. 

In the 1960s, Gomulka borrowed 70 
million dollars from the USA to ship Polish 
arms to Indonesia. Poland paid for the arms and 
acquired the debt. 

In addition, they were directed to refurbish the 
new tanks at the expense of the remaining older ones. 
Thus the new tanks were shipped to Egypt in the early 
1970s. After losing the war in 1973, President Sadat 
announced that Egypt had no intention of repaying 
debts for materiel with which it lost the war. 

Even earlier, before 1965, a similar "export of 
withdrawn materiel" was shipped to Indonesia. After 
the overthrow ofPresident Sukamo in 1967, a short note 
appeared in the press that Poland signed an agreement 
to prolong the Indonesian debt for thirty years. In this 
period, i.e., until 1965, several thousand Indonesian 
military specialists were trained in Poland. After 
Gomulka's overthrow in1970, in the routine badmouth
ing ofthe former ruling team, the officers ofthe Polish 
Army were told that allowances for the Indonesian 
specialists were paid in dollars. Gomulka also bor
rowed 70 million dollars from the USA to ship the 
materiel to Indonesia. 

Surely, the shipment ofarms to Angola in 1975 
was not a trade transaction; it took place shortly after 
the Cubans landed in Luanda. The operation was 
carried out by a military transport squadron which 
stopped on the way in Yugoslavia, Algeria, and 
Congo's Brazzaville. At that time, Angola had no 
identifiable government, and there was no one with 
whom to arrange such a transaction. This was a glaring 
example of foreign" aid" given according to the direc
tive of the Foreign Affairs Division of the Soviet 
Communist Party. 

There have been many such transactions. 
They serve as evidence that in addition to the transac
tions concluded by the CZI for arms export, there 
existed in Poland, and perhaps still exists, a channel to 
transfer arms to the Third World which in a very 
significant measure has weakened our country's de
fense potential. 

Brotherly Aid on Command 

At present, the matter ofuncontrolled outflow 
of arms is not discussed in Poland. In Czechoslovakia 
it is beginning to be discussed out loud. We know that 
in all socialist countries foreign policy was subordinate 
to Moscow and, therefore, the Czechoslovak. example 
could be extended to our country. It is possible that 
these examples may lead the Department of the Army 
in NIK on the right track. 

Forexample, during his stay inGreat Britain in 
March 1990, President Vaclav Havel disclosed certain 
aspects ofarms exports by socialist countries ofEastem 
Europe. He spoke about the explosive material Semtex 
that was provided by the Czechs to Libya and is known 
to be used by terrorists the world over. Havel said that 
"One thousand tons of Semtex was exported to Libya. 
Czechoslovakia did not even profit from this. The pre
vious government did this for political reasons on order 
from abroad." (Gazeta Wyborcza, No.7V1990). 

And this is precisely the crux ofthe matter: the 
materiel was sent not for profit but "on order from 
abroad." 

The Third World countries which were bene
ficiaries of Soviet-ordered "aid" included: Angola, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, South Yemen, Cuba, Cam
puchea, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Laos, the PLO, 
SW APO in Namibia, Vietnam, and until 1955 North 
Korea and China. 

All of the above mentioned countries and ter
rorist organizations are characterized primarily by in
solvency. Consequently, transfer ofarms to them could 
only have a political and not a commercial character. 

Finally, it also turned out that even one of the 
most wealthy importers of arms, i.e., Libya, also took 
arms on credit and has no desire to pay up. Leszek 
Konarski discusses this in his article in the Przeglqd 
Tygodniowy (No. 27/1990). I quote a fragment relat
ing to the visit of a Soviet delegation in Libya in June 
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1990: "The Soviet delegation reportedly quite em
phatically requested repayment of three billion dollars 
for the military materiel. Moscow, which now finds 
itself in a financial crisis is desperately seeking money 
which it once invested in the Third World. Khadafi is 
not eager to return the sum, explaining that he consid
ered the received goods to be aid and not a loan." 

So far, there exist in Poland some kind of 
hidden powers who are trying to make out of the past 
free arms exports a military or state secret. Obviously 
the people who played a role in these exports continue 
to hold high positions in the country. This is evident 
from the contradictory and mutually contradictory 
information which was contained in the document 
related to the affair in connection with the ship liBole
slaw Krzywousty." The ship was stopped early in 
I anuary of this year by the Erithrean insurrectionists. 

We Have No Weapons 

For a country with almost 40 million popula
tion and with a large and modem arms industry, Polish 
armament potential is rather limited. In such a country 
there should be a reserve supply for about ten percent 
ofthe population, Le., four million servicemen, includ
ing basic automatic firing weapons as well as anti-tank 
and anti-aircraft hand missiles. Based on these esti
mates we fmd that indeed such an amount was pro
duced by the Polish arms industry in the last thirty 
years. Creating arms reserves in such numbers in a 
short time constitutes a large financial outlay which not 
everyone can afford. That is why in countries who treat 
defense seriously, the withdrawal of older defense 
weapons is combined with replacing them with new 
ones, maintaining and storing them in case ofwar. One 
could use such weapons successfully during situations 
critical for the country as, for instance, the situation 
during the Battle of Warsaw in 1920. Stocks ofweap
ons, national patriotism and a wise political leadership 
that can inspire then nation, can perform a miracle, such 
as the one that took place on the Vistula in 1920. 

During the Israeli invasion ofLebanon in 1982, 
we were able to watch on TV the news from the 
battlefield. One could see Israeli forces equiped with 
armored BTR-52 heavy trucks, which were withdrawn 
earlier from the Polish defenses and then conquered 
from Egypt in 1973. After replacing the engine with a 
more economical one, changing the tires as well as 
providing adequate maintenance, such a truck could 
still be used for several years. It could provide a means 

of transportation for men and battle materiel, and it 
could protect against mechanical weapon fire and 
shelling. It could carry reconnaissance detachments 
and serve as a mobile base for firing anti-tank and anti
aircraft hand missiles. The most efficient army in the 
world did not hesitate to use these trucks. Our generals 
prefer to make up deficiencies in transport from the 
national economy. I am afraid that at present in Poland 
one could not fmd surplus weapons even for several 
thousand soldiers, much less for four million. 

The transfer of weapons from Polish 
Army units to the insolvent Soviet-sponsored 
Third World countries was done many times at 
Moscow's bidding. 

All armaments withdrawn from army units and 
a large part ofthe current production have been shipped 
out at Moscow's orders to the battlefields of the Third 
World from Vietnam to Nicaragua. Poland received 
nothing for these shipments. This was all calculated by 
the Soviet marshals. Soviet leadership was not inter
ested in the powerful satellite armies. They were 
interested in the smaller allied armies which in case of 
war could be used as cannon fodder for the first few 
days, bearing the heaviest losses before the Soviet 
attack. 

The Soviet marshals were interested however 
in the heavy arms industry in Poland. On the one hand, 
it was to be used as a suppply base for the communist 
armies in the Third World and on the other, as a base for 
its own arms industry, which one could also immedi
ately place under direct Soviet orders in case of war, 
according to the Warsaw Pact war doctrine. 

It appears that the potential of the arms indus
try in Poland is significant. According to the declara
tion of Minister Swiecicki at the conference on June 8 
of this year, the export ofarms to the USSR in 1990 has 
reached a value of 1.8 billion transfer rubles (Le., 2.8 
billion dollars). This sum is likely to have been lowered 
by the Soviet side, according to the practice of many 
years whereby Polish exports to the USSR were as
signed unrealistically low prices. No representative 
officials can tell us the real prices ofthe items shipped. 
Itishighlypossiblethat they are only 10-15% ofthe cor
responding world prices. The parliamentary defense 
commission should undertake clarification of these 

(Continued on Page 43) 
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(Continued on Page 43) 
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The dominant trends in political science and 
political journalism become particularly easily recog· 
nizable during the periods ofabrupt change in the world 
or of extraordinary challenges faced by the nation. 
Such periods are like a litmus test of the absence, or 
presence, of an ideological bias among the intellectual 
fashion kings. That was the case during the Vietnam 
War period. and it is so now, when an unstoppable drive 
for freedom is sweeping Eastern Europe. 

The outside observers of the American market 
of ideas thus have a good opportunity to identify the 
way in which the changes in Eastern Europe and in the 
USSR are treated in the American journals ofopinion, 
in magazines and newspapers. The progressivist. or 
liberal, bias, predominant within the intellectual and 
hence journalistic circles, reaps its sad harvest: essays, 
articles, editorials abound in wishful thinking, incon
sistencies and sheer nonsense. No doubt that, from the 
height of the Lenin Mausoleum, the messiah of pro
gressivism Gorbachev (allegedly the First Cause of all 
the changes) watches this spectacle approvingly, per
haps with some amusement. 

Gorbachevmania (possibly to be replaced by 
Yeltsynmania) makes the American journalists forget 
that Gorbachev has been a member of the communist 
party apparatus for 30 years (by the way, does his wife 
still teach Marxism-Leninism at the Moscow State 
University?), and that it was his fellow apparatchiki 
who designated him as the likely rejuvenator of the 
crippled empire. This intelligent and relatively young 
protege of the late KGB chief Andropov was the 
logical person to undertake this task. We are urged to 
forget that. most likely, Gorbachev aims at saving as 
much of the empire as possible and that, whatever his 
intentions, he has few choices: he can either proceed 
along the path he has chosen, or slide into a reign of 
terror, a step fraught with even greater uncertainties 
than perestroika. We are being misled by being inces
santly asked "Should we help Gorbachev to retain his 
power?" The subtext of this question is, should we 
bribe him to the tune of billions of dollars so that he 
could pacify his subjects and retain power? 

What should -- or what can -- the 
United States do to maximize the chances 

of peaceful and total dismantling ofthe communist sys
tem, with orwithout Gorbachev? It is indeed likely that 
now, faced with the separatist problems within his 
empire. Gorbachev wants to dismantle the communist 
system several steps further and perhaps (although this 
is less likely) even abandon it altogether. In this situ
ation, American officialdom should constantly look for 
ways to insist that the communist system be dis
mantled. The major problem faced by the civilized 
world is that the communist system is still alive; al
though wounded, it is still the deadly enemy of hun
dreds ofmillions ofhumans. And, ifone is permitted to 
use a metaphor, itflows in the veins oftens ofthousands 
of apparatchiki. 

What is, however, even more amazing than 
Gorbachevmania is the liberals' boasting that their 
dovish strategies ofthe last 40 years have proven them
selves to be correct. One is tempted to ask: if so, if this 
claim is correct, then why are they so smitten by Gor
bachevmania, why do they hail Gorbachev as if he 
were a marvel and a miracle? 

Professor Richard Pipes ofHarvard University 
who was a member ofthe National Security Council in 
1981-2, refuted the liberals' claims in the March 1990 
article in Commentary. He wrote: "Western progres
sive opinion had for years misread the trend ofevents. 
It assumed that the world was inexorably moving 
toward collectivism and egalitarianism, and their cor
ollaries, increased state control over social and eco
nomic life. Its theorists viewed the differences between 
the democratic and communist regimes as differences 
of degree, not ofkind, and expected the two ultimately 
to "converge". This analysis was psychologically rein
forced by the fear of nuclear war which biased percep
tions to make the Soviet Union appear stable and 
relatively benign. The policy recommendations which 
flowed from these premises called for accommoda
tion." One would like to add: accommodation, read ap
peasement. 

These dovish policy recommendations rested 
on a sequence of related propositions, among them: 
"Communist regimes may leave a great deal to be 
desired in terms of individual freedoms and living 
standards, but they compensate for these shortcomings 
with a more equitable distribution of wealth and supe
rior social services (education, medical help, etc.) .... 
Attempts to liberalize [the Soviet Union] from the 
outside by political and economic means or even radio 
broadcasting are both futile and dangerous. 'Hardline' 
treatment serves only to increase Soviet trucculence 
since the aggresiveness of the USSR is rooted in inse
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curity instilled by recurrent foreign invasions. The quence, willingly or not but actually and unavoidably, 
more secure it feels. the more peacefully it behaves.... those who subscribe to this now dominant trend of 
Instead ofvainly trying to change communist societies, Western culture set themselves against the Graeco
the West would do well to attend its own deficiencies." Christian tradition of thought. To a large extent, the 
Pipes elaborates then on these and others false prem- neoconservative movement in America shares this 
ises, refuting among others such popular opinion- blindness to the roots of western culture with the 
shapers as Michael Kinsley of the New Republic and liberals. 
Strobe Talbott of Time. ( With delightful accuracy, The liberals themselves are devout heirs ofthe 
Tom Bethell's brief and precise article in the National ideological ethos of the Enlightenment in its extreme 
Review (March 5, 1990) declared Time to be the worst form,just as Marx was (or, for that matter, just as Lenin 
large-circulation offender and Talbott the most prom i- was). They are heirs of the Enligtenment's fierce secu
nently placed of the unremitting Soviet apologists in larism, egalitarianism and the nonsensical belief that 
the American press COIps.) the only reasons for human misery are ignorance and 

Let us now ask the intriguing question con- faulty social institutions. One should note that the 
cerning the "liberal" reaction to the changes in the "dogmas" just mentioned imply that religion cannot be 
Soviet bloc: "Why have the liberal opinion makers a means for reducing ignorance and human misery; to 
been so mistaken?". Pipes gives the following answer: put it simply, religion is outdated. And whatever the 
"Western intellectuals have always viewed the bolshe- alleged intricacies ofliberal ideology orhowever good 
vik regime in Russia not on its merits but in terms of are the sentiments of liberals, it is already seen from 
their own domestic situations. They used it as a weapon these dogmas that a liberal concept of man must be 
against their domestic political and social order, in shallow, miserably earthly; the man of the liberals 
accordance with the principle that my enemy's enemy cannot be a man of the Judeo-Christian tradition. A 
is my friend." Indeed, disregard of the liberal opinion closer examination ofthe liberal dogmas shows also the 
for President Reagan's foreign policy principles has progressivists' flirtation with the communist utopia. 
been startling. But can these mistakes be reduced to No wonder that liberalism provides no means 
tactical principles? to address adequately the cultural challenges faced by 

Tom Bethell's look at liberal ideology finds the West today. At the same time, well entrenched in 
"family resemblance" between comunism and contem- the universities, in the daily press and even in religious 
porary American liberalism: "Both ideologies are establishments, liberalism can hardly be expected to 
hostile to private property, free contract, and mediating give up its position and fade away. In that connection, 
institutions not under government control; both are Mrs. Gorbachev, with herexpertise inMarxism-Lenin
hostile to religion -- openly so in the case of Commu- ism, need not worry about employment, should her 
nists, under cover ofthe First Amendment in the case of husband resign from power. She would be welcome at 
liberals. In a nutshell the common ideology is egalitari- almost any university in the United States. 
anism without God." Bethell adds that "Modem liber
alism tries to achieve 'communistic' goals with demo JacekKorOMcki is a Visiting Associate Professor at th4 University ofNew 

cratic methods," but he points out that the liberals' dedi South Wales in Australia and an Associate Professor at th4 Math4matical , 
Institute ofthe Polish Academy ofSciences in Warsaw.

cation to democratic methods has been known to 
waver. 

Examples supporting each of Bethell's claims 
are legion. Yet the vast majority of liberals are sincere 
anticommunists of sorts, and their sentiments go 
against oppression, let alone Stalinism. Their senti
ments are good but, perhaps, their ideology points 
invariably toward "communistic" goals. 

Liberalism, or progressivism, is by far the 
most influential among the strands of western culture 
which feed on post-Cartesian and anti-Aristotelian 
rationalism and which conceive of the Enlightenment 
as the beginning of a new era of the "dignity ofman." 
All that preceded the Enlightenment is viewed as a sort 
of cultural apprenticeship of humanity. As a conse- Wilanow Palace and Park near Warsaw. 
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Piotr Wierzbicki, Bitwa 0 Wa IfJs fJ 
[The Battle for Wah:~sa]. Warsaw. 1990. 

Sally R. Boss 

This thin yellow paperback contains a remark.
able analysis of the political situation in Poland today. 
It is written in simple, sometimes too simple, language, 
and it can be understood not only by the educated but 
also by workers and fanners. Wierzbicki's special 
writing talent makes him one of the few Polish writers 
who truly can speak to all social strata. His Szary 
czlowiek [The Man in the Street], published a couple 
of years ago by the Polonia Bookstore and Publishing 
Company in Chicago, was another example of his 
succint style, gift ofobservation and profound compas
sion for the ordinary man, one that cannot afford par
ticipation in the complicated political quarrels but 
wants to understand who stands where and what is 
going on. Wierzbicki strikes me as one ofthe few Polish 
intellectuals who sympathize with the average Pole. 

Bitwa 0 Wall1SI1 details the political struggle 
which is going on in Poland. We are talking about the 
struggle for power. Let us replay the events in chrono
logical order. First, it was the Round Table Agreement 
(engineered by Wa'~sa) which made the semi-free 
elections possible. Then, it was Wa l~sa's deputy, 
Jaros~aw Kaczynski, who engineered the brilliant 
agreement with the two small parties, Stronnictwo 
Demokratyczne and Zjednoczone Stronnictwo 
Ludowe, by means of which the new coalition was 
created and the communists lost the unquestionable 
majority in the Seym. Kaczynski never received an 
acknowledgement for his negotiating brilliance and his 
services to the cause of democracy from the editors of 
Gazeta Wyborcza. On the contrary, he and his brother 
have been smeared by the Gazeta journalists as authori
tiarians and troglodytes. The reason? He refuses to toe 
their line. 

Step number three was the selection of the 

PriI?~ Minister: A~ that time, Wal~sa was the only 
polItIcal authonty In the country, and he could easily 
have grabbed the premiership for himself. He did not. 
He proposed instead Bronislaw Geremek and 
Tadeusz Mazowiecki. 

Soon the left wing intelligentsia in Poland 
united behind Mazowiecki, a liberal Catholic and for
mer editor of the monthly Wi~i. Mazowiecki was one 
of their own, whereas Wal~sa was a fonner worker 

who never went to a university. Wal~sa is a self-made 
man in the best American tradition. And the Polish in
telligentsia hates self-made men, a fact noted already 

by Boleslaw Prus in The Don [Lalka]. The Polish in
telligentsia behaves like an impoverished aristocrat 
whose shoes need resoling but who scorns the smartly 
dressed nouveau-riches because ... well, because scorn
ing them is the only way to show off. 

We learn from Wierzbicki that the "big media" 

is mad at Wal~sa for accomplishing all the political 
maneuvers without asking them, the intelligentsia, for 
advice. It is not supposed to happen that an ordinary 
worker turns out to be smarter and more skilled at 
politics than a whole bunch of kawiarnia-sitters and 
theater-goers. Not to speak about the diplomas entitling 
the various gentlemen to call themselves a"Dr." or at 
least a "university graduate." 

In effect, Wierzbicki accuses the Polish intel
ligentsia of incredible vanity, of being hungry for 
power and unable to come to tenns with the fact that the 
feudal times are over and that class distinctions must 
not playa role in politics. To be sure, not all intellectu
als are thus chastised: after all, two of the publications 
which have remained loyal to Wal~sa, Tygodnik Soli
darnosc and Tygodnik Gdaflski, are staffed by intel
lectuals. But a good many have displayed their old 
intelligentsia weaknesses, charges Wierzbicki. 

The fact that the Mazowiecki (now ROAD) 
faction has monopolized the Polish media has had re
I¢ussions abroad. The New York Times regularly 
publishes articles and letters attacking Waf~sa, a one
time darling of the liberal press in this country. Why? 

What has Waf~sa done to change the opinion so radi
cally? 

The answer is, he has not done anything that 
would not be in line with what he has been doing all 
long: fighting the communist powers in Poland with a 
workingman's shrewdness and a defiantly Roman 
Catholic paraphernalia: the image of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa on his lapel, appearances in the company 
of priests etc. 

The opponents thus have little to pick from. So 
they resort to innuendoes and amateur psychoanalysis 
probing Mr. Wa~Qsa's allegedly dark. and twisted soul. 
Thus in July 1990, Mr. Alan Dershovitz, employed by 
Harvard University as professor oflaw (sic!), uses ar
gumentation reminiscent of Madame Z. the palm 
reader in a letter to the Times dripping with hatred of 
things Polish as interpreted by him. 

In the campaign against Wa l~sa, some of his 
statements are quoted out of context to prove that a 
person like Wa l~sa should not be considered for the 
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darnosc and Tygodnik Gdaflski, are staffed by intel
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workingman's shrewdness and a defiantly Roman 
Catholic paraphernalia: the image of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa on his lapel, appearances in the company 
of priests etc. 
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gumentation reminiscent of Madame Z. the palm 
reader in a letter to the Times dripping with hatred of 
things Polish as interpreted by him. 
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presidency. One favorite target is his offhanded remark 
that at the present time, Poland needs an ax-wielding 
president, one that would be able to chop off the 
umbilical cord that ties the fonner nomenldature to the 
Polish national wealth. As is well known, fonner party 
members and fellow travelers have tried, often success
fully, to steal for their personal use what was there to be 
stolen -- houses, art objects, money, cars, and shares in 
state-run companies. WaJ~sa wants those people to -"" - J, ~;l..;c:". _ _ 

stop feeding at the public trough; whereas in a July 19, ;; V: ; 

1990 article in The New York Review ofBooks. Mich
nik wants them to to remain there and continue to "IJ-?!i!~UJ-,"refonn" themselves. Wat~sa's statement was seized 

.- • ~ £l,~-~ tilupon in a time-honored attempt to discredit a politician 
., _ ;:::r r::::- !f~_D.,itr.

(one recalls much ado about similarly awkward state ~:~~~:---~~ 
ments of some of the American candidates for presi
dency). 

The case against the inappropriateness of 
Wai~sats candidature for the presidency is clearly 
made out of thin air. Nothing ofsubstance has changed 
since the times when Wal~sa, with the help ofhis ally 
(now Senator) Jaroslaw Kaczynski, so unexpectedly 
dismantled the communist coalition and made the two 
little parties join Solidarity. Nothing of substance has 
changed since WaJ~sa and his Gdansk workers risked 
their lives in opposing the communist state. Nothing 
has changed since Wal~sa so successfuly fended off 
questions from the seasoned and not necessarily 
friendly American interviewers, when he toured the 
United States last year. In view of the massive cam
paign against him mounted in the Polish press and even 
in the American press, one has to ask questions as to the 
motivation of the campaign. Wierzbicki does. He is 
clearly ofthe opinion Wal~sa deserves the presidency 
of Poland because ofhis courage, ability, and political 
talents. 

Sally R. Boss is our Florido. correspondent. 

Polish at Rice University 
First Year Polish (Pish lOla) is being offered in Fall 1990 
by the Departtnent of German and Slavic Studies at Rice 
University. It is taught by Dr. Waclaw Mucha. Rice students 
can take this course for credit Others may audit it. The fee 
for auditing is $50.00 per semester. Permission of instructor ' 
is required. For more information about First Year Polish, 
call the Department of German and Slavic Studies, 5274868. 

Entrepreneurship of the poor. A street scene in Warsaw. 
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BOOKS BOOKS 
AND PERIODICALS 
RECEIVED 

Pi lsudski: A Life for Poland, by 
Wadaw J~ drzejewicz. Foreword by Wanda 
Pi ~sudska. Introduction by Zbigniew Brzezinski. New York. 
Hippocrene Book (171 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
10016). 1990. xiv + 385 pages. Paperback. $11.95. 

Like every nation with a well-founded persecution 
complex, Poland needs heroes to sustain herself. Interest
ingly, while Poland has had many martyrs, most ofthem have 
been the unwilling ones: relatively few Poles have lived in a 
way that can be described as "for Poland." Pilsudski was such 
a man, and it is to this more than to anything else that he owes 
the Poles' continuing admiration. 

This very readable biography is excellently priced: 
it is truly a bargain in the area of Polish publishing which is 
swamped with trivia and/or sentimental trash going back to 
the nineteenth century. Professor J~dIZejewicz covers 
Pi ~sudski's entire career, from his childhood in Lithuania in 
a patriotic Polish family, through armed struggle for Poland, 
the glory and triumph ofseeing his dream fulfilled, to the dark 
forebodings of the 1930s. Truly a fme book. It is marred 
somewhat by a moronic Preface by Pilsudski's daughter. 
Why is it that in the Marshal's family women tended to be 
such morons'] Does that say something about the rustic and 
patriarchal tendencies of many of Poland's prominent fami
lies? A lack of political common sense displayed by Miss 
Pi~sudska is the only spot on this inspiring biography. 

Znak. A Catholic monthly published in Krak6w, 

Poland (30-105 Krak6 w, ul. Kosciuszki 37, Poland). Editor: 
Stefan Wilkanowicz. We received No. 395 (April 1988) con
taining articles on Polish-Ukrainian relations; Nos.413-415 
(October-November 1989) containing the articles confts
cated by censorship in 1981-1989; and Nos. 417-418 (Febru
ary-March 1990) discussing the stereotypes ofSoviet Russia 
and Holy Rus. 

Znak is a respected publication that has published 
a number of top Polish writers and scholars from both the 
conservative and the liberal camp (with the latter predomi
nating). It also publishes translations of those foreign relig
ious thinkers whom it considers useful for the Polish public 
(there is a bit of didacticism in this). Like most Polish pub
lications, it suffers from timidity and indecisiveness: its 
editors want to serve every need and respond to all kinds of 
people, while displaying excessive respect for the views of 
very diverse thinkers East and West One wishes that Znak 
made up its mind as to the philosophical and intellectual trend 
it wants to represent. Now that the disappearance of censor
ship eliminates the excuse of non possumus, the taking of a 
stand would place Znak in the European intellectual land

scape. 

Polska polityka zagraniczna w lalach 
1926-1939, by Anna S. Cienciala. Paris. Institut 

Litteraire (91, avenue de Poissy. 78600 Maisons-Laffitte, 
France). 1990.447 pages. Index. In Polish. 

The present book contains original documents 
dealing with Polish foreign policy in 1926-1939 and written 
by Foreign Minister J 6zefBeck, as well as detailed commen
taries to these documents. Anna Cienciala, a professor of 
history at the University ofKansas, is known for her meticu
lous scholarship. This volume is a mine ofinformation about 
the period and the people about whom many falsehoods have 
been routinely circulated even in academic publications. 

XXXI Rocznik Polskiego To
wanystwa Naukowego na ObczyZnie [Rok 
1987/88], Edited by Stanislaw Portalski. In
troduction by Edward Szczepanik. London. Polish Society of 
Arts and Sciences Abroad and Polish Cultural Foundation 
(238-240 King Street, London W6 ORF). 1990. 181 pages. 
Paper. £6. 

PSASA was formed after World War II by Polish 
scholars in Great Britain who could not return to Soviet
occupied Poland. This volume contains papers given at their 
yearly meeting. While some of the papers are characterized 
by an archaic scholarly methodology, many contain interest
ing information and virtually all deal with interesting topics. 
Among the most worthy are Madej Siekierski's study of Ca
tholicism in Byelorussia. Jozef Jasnowski's list of publica
tions of Polish authors abroad in 16th to 18th centuries, and 
Andrzej Ciechanowiecki's work on the genealogy of some 
Polish Jewish families. 

Wiersze Wybrane, by Janusz A. Ibna
towicz. Houston. OftcynaPoetow iProzaikow.1990. 55 
pages. Special bibliophile edition of fifty numbered copies. 
The Oftcyna's address coincides with that of the Catholic 
Parish of Our Lady of Cz~stochowa, 1712 Oak Tree Drive, 
Houston, Texas 77080. 

This small book contains a selection of Polish 
poems by one of Houston's Polish priests who is also a 
professor of Church history at the University of Saint Tho
mas. On poems so close to the domestic cultural landscape we 
can only express a private opinion. Modelled after its London 
predecessor, Oftcyna is a welcome addition to Houston's 
cultural life. 

The Wedding, by Stanislaw 
Wyspianski, translated by Gerald T. Kapolka. Ann 
Arbor, MI. Ardis Publishers (2901 Heatherway, Ann Arbor, 
MI48104). 1990. 

It will now be possible to include this important 
work of Polish Symbolism in the Survey courses on Polish 
and Slavic literatures. A well known Slavic publisher put out 
this translation by a noted American scholar. 

(Continued on Page 43) 
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MORE BOOKS .... 

With Fire and Sword, by Henryk 
Sienkiewicz. A new translation by W.S. 
Kuniczak. 2 vols. New York. Hippocrene Books. To be 
released on May 3,1991. 

W.S. Kuniczak (Book of the Month Club Prize win
ner for The Thousand-Hour Day) has translated the entire six 
volumes of Sienkiewicz's Trilogy. The Deluge (3 vols.) will 
be published for Christmas 1991.andFire in the Steppe [Pan 
WOlodyjowski] will appear in 1992. 

This is the fmt time that any of these works have 
been translated by an experienced, Polish-born professional 
American writer, and also the flfst time in a hundred years 
that Henryk Sienkiewicz will make a new appearance in 
English. 

In late nineteenth century, Sienkiewicz's works, in 
Jeremiah Curtin's translation, were published in millions of 
copies in the United States. For several years, Sienkiewicz 
was the most published foreign writer in the United States of 
America. 

ALLIED WARTIME DIPLOMACY: A 
PATTERN IN POLAND* 

Theresa Kurk McGinley 
The flfst edition of Allied Wartime Diplomacy 

appeared in 1958, in the middle of the Cold War, and only a 
decade after the conclusion of World War 2. From a histori
cal perspective, the timing of the fmt edition is of particular 
significance in that explanations were sought by the western 
world of Soviet post-war aggression. By 1958, the Soviet 
Union was in control of Eastern Europe, and the extent of 
communist influence in Asia resulted in the fall of China, a 
divided Korea, and increasing tension in Vietnam. Western
ers began searching for explanations of the Cold War, and 
patterns of Soviet behavior. The study of the allied treatment 
of Poland during and after World War 2 provided an ample 
beginning. 

The author, Edward Rozek, was an officer of the 
Polish Armored Division that fought from Normandy to 
Germany in World War 2. Currently, Rozek is a professorof 
comparative governments at the University of Colorado. His 
documentation of allied diplomacy in regard to Poland is 
meticulous and scholarly, and it points to both the indiffer

L:;:::;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:;;;:!.I ence and naivete on the part of western democracies. 

Rajski on Weapons 
(Continued from Page 37) 

matters. and it should show real determination in the 
process. 

Marian Rajski is an engineer and a reserve colonel in the Polish 
Army. In 1980, he disclosed the scam ofthe Soviet "purchases" ofthe 
ships made in the Gdansk Shipyard: the Soviets paid in non
exchangeable rubles whereas parts of the equipment had been 
purchased for dollars by Poles. Rajski was imprisoned by the 
COfl'lllUlnist authoriJies for revealing this instance ofSoviet exploi
tation ofEastern European countries. 
This article appeared inTygodnik Gdafu;ki onAugust12, 1990.We 
would like to thank the author for permission to reprint iJ in Claire 

S. Allen's translation. 

The book focuses on the fate of Poland at the hands 
of Stalin, Churchill, and Roosevelt. It outlines a pattern of 
complacency among western democracies in the face of 
fanatical aggressors. The western world watched silently as 
Hitler, and then Stalin, systematically devoured Poland. 
Though the Polish government-in-exile was housed in Lon
don, it was diplomatically isolated due to the strength of 
Anglo-Soviet relations and the height of war. Churchill 
would not do anything tojeopardize his relations with Stalin, 
and Poland was the pawn of this diplomacy. 

Stalin acted on the passivity and indecisiveness of 
the west in regard to the question of Polish borders. Western 
promises at the BigThreeconferences, especially concerning 
the illusive second front, only strengthened Stalin's initiative 
and aggression. The calamitous result of allied passivity was 
the Soviet conquest of Poland, and of all of Eastern Europe. 

The second edition of Allied Wartime Diplomacy 
appears at a time when Poland experiences dramatic political 
change through the collapse of the communist government 
The book serves as a reminder of the Polish sacrifice during 
World War 2 at the hands of the Allies, and on a larger scale, 
issues a warning that the pattern of complacency on the part 
of democratic world powers only fuels aggression. The book 
also argues that Poland's sacrifice should not be ignored in 
any serious study of diplomacy or in the histories of World 
War 2. Yet this has often been the case among American 
historians. 

*By Edward J. Rozek. Boulder, CO.: Westview Press, 1989. 

Theresa KurkMcGinJey teaches history at North Harris County College in 
Texas. 
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Scenes from Polish Life 
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A classroom scene in a school for retarded boys run by the Catholic nuns in Tarnow. 

A street SCene in Warsaw. i 

The entrance to the Krakow National Museum exhibit on the 
history of Polish Jews (1989). ' 
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The remnants of Sovietism in Poland, grim and grubby 
apartment blocks called "anthills" by the Polish. 

These Jewish gravestones from a cemetery near Kazimierz 

were vandalized by the Nazis during World War 2. 

Mter the war, the Poles gathered the remaining pieces 
and built a commemorative wall. 

The break in the wall sy~bolizes the war's destruction. 

A street scene in Warsaw. 

Photos by JRT 
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SARMATIAN REVIEW HONOR

ABLE MENTION for SEIZED OP


PORTUNITY 


This month, our SEIZED OPPORTUNITY Honor

able Mention goes to two Polish American children, AnnaM. 
Priebe of Houston and Andy Ziem of Dallas. We learned 
about them because their parents are Sarmatian subscribers. 

Ninth grader Anna Priebe, age 15, won First Place 
in Spanish I in the National Spanish Examination Competi
tion organized by the American Association for Teachers of 
Spanish and Portuguese. She attends St. John's School in 
Houston, Texas and won her prize in Spring 1990. 

Second grader Andy Ziem, age 8, set a record at Big 
Springs Elementary School in Garland, Texas by reading 
1,000 books in the 1989-90 school year. He was also the fust 
in his class in English and math. 

Andy belongs to the school reading club. His 
teacher said that Andy read more books than all the other 
students combined. He also broke the previous record which 
was 300 books. His achievement was noted in several Dallas 
pUblications, among others in the Dallas Herald Tribune. 
Among his otherinterests are computers. His mother, Dr. Eva 
Ziem, is editor of Language Bridges Quarterly, an English
Polish literary journal. 

These children attend good schools and have good 
teachers. But they also put in that extra mile to excel and 
stand out among their schoolmates. This is what Seized Op
portunity is all about. We salute the children and congratu
late their parents. 

Anna M.Priebe AndyZiem 

We would like to thank the following persons 
for their generous donations to The Sarmatian 
Review in May-September 1990: 

Mr. & Mrs. Jan & Hanna Karon 

PENDERECKI IN HOUSTON 


Krzysztof Penderecki 

On December 1,2, and 3, 1990, Krzysztof Pen
derecki will conduct the Houston Symphony and two of his 
own masterpieces: Threnody: to the Victims ofHiroshima. 
and Cello Concerto No.2 (Kanne Georgian, Cello). He will 
also conduct Sibelius' Symphony No.2. 

Penderecki will also be featured in the Rice Univer
sity Syzygy Series in early December. Concerts will begin at 
8:00 p.m. in Hamman Hall. The Syzygy Series is free. 

We urge allSarmatian readers to attend. Itis impor
tant to have a full house for this greatmusician so that he may 
return to Houston in the future. Penderecki is the fmest com
poser of the post-World War II era. Tickets can be purchased 
by contacting the Houston Symphony, 615 Louisiania, 
Houston, Texas 77002-9967, tel. 713-224-7575. Forinfor
mation on the Syzygy Series call Hamman Hall. 713-527
4040 or 5274027. 

·~ill.·,~n ~~nalfltbl11 

A Lithuanian Christmas card. 
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Letter to the Editor: 
Contributions of Polish Catholics 

Enclosed are pictures of the "Polish churches" in 
Novonikolaevsk (Novosibirsk) and in Tomsk. According to 
a letter I received from a member of the independent 
Christian organization "Bog Zhiv" in Novosibirsk, this or
ganization is now trying to have this church returned to the 
Catholic community. As to the Tomsk church, which was 
built by Poles exiled to Siberia after the 1830 Uprising, it has 
recently been returned to the Catholic community in Tomsk. 

A letter dated March 23,1990, from Tomsk, said: 
"The Catholic community in our city is small, 

altogether we have about 360 members. We had a beautiful 
church which was built by Polish exiles in 1833 but the 
building is now occupied by a planetarium. We do not have 
a resident priest and services are held in an unpractical house 
which is not large enough to accommodate all who wish to 
attend. The priest comes from another city. 

"After numerous requests they have promised to 
return the church to us. A decision has already been made by 
the Regional Executive Committee to return the church 
building to the Catholic community before the 10th of April 
and we dream of greeting Easter in church. But they keep 
procrastinating with the transfer. Now they are asking us to 
wait yet another several months until they can find a building 
for the planetarium. We have already been waiting for a long 
time .... 

"But a source of great joy for all believers here in 
Tomsk is the news that the church taken from the Orthodox 
community over fifty years ago has been returned to them 
today." 

A letter dated May 10, 1990, said: 
"I wish to share with you our great joy. Our church 

has, at last, been returned to us. To the great joy of the entire 
Catholic community in Tomsk, the act of handing back the 
church took place on the eve of the great holy day ofEaster. 
The festive Mass was celebrated in the church after its 
reconsecration ... " 

My correspondents tell me that as of Spring 1990, 
the priest who serves the Tomsk church is Fr. Bitautas, 
O.F.M., from Novosibirsk. 

In the March 1990 issue of30Days (p.O.Box6718, 
Syracuse, N.Y., 13217-7912), there is an article on "The 
Polish Task Force" about the aid the Church in Poland has 
given, and continues to give, to Catholics ofthe Soviet Union 
over the past 30 years despite the present difficult economic 
conditions in Poland. 

Donald P. Banas (Fairbanks, Alaska) 

Polonia Boutique 
Fashions for the sophisticated woman 


62 Woodlake Square 

Houston, Texas 77063 


713-789-8790 


HUIHIIlIH.'d·'t'krl;.f, 1 ,11'10. ,r 
ll .... J~t~!••.•• " 

The former Catholic church in Novosibirsk ( an old postcard). 

TOMeK 

The Catholic church in Tomsk. 
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PIASA MEETING 

Time: October 5.1990 Friday), 7:30 PM 


Place: Residence of Mr. & Mrs. Jan & Hanna 

Karon, 9206 Ilona, Houston, Texas 77025 


Topic: Poland in 1990 (slide show and com
mentary) 

Speaker:Witold P. Skrypczak 

Mr. Sk:rypczak is a professional photographer and a 

graduate student at the Jesse H. Jones Business School at 


Rice University. 


Take South Loop feeder road West Pass Timberside and 

turn right on Linkmeadow. Turn right on Sun Valley and 


take next right on Ilona. 

Or: go South on Stella Link, turn right on Woodvalley 


before you reach South Loop, turn left on Linkmeadow, 

take next right on Sun Valley and next right on Ilona. 


All Members and Friends are invited. 


Gifts to Poland 
lAnguage Bridges Quarterly, a fully bilingual literary 
quarterly featuring poetry, prose and essays. Special 

Winter 1989 issue containing a chronicle of 1989 even 
in Eastern Europe. Price $5.00 per issue. For an addi
tional $5.00, your gift with a Christmas card will be 
mailed to Poland. Domek, 60 Flanders Road, Bethle

hem, CT 06751 

Polish Christmas Cards with wafer and a 

blade of grass from Bethlehem 


$0.75 ea. 3 for $2.00 

Mail a card to Lech Walesa and famny 


Polanki 54, 80·308 Gdansk, Poland 


Cards available from Polish Domek, 60 Flan

ders Road, Bethlehem, CT 06751 


AWARD! AWARD! 
This special Award is offered to politicians and 

media personalities who have displayed gratuitous 
hostility to the Eastern Europeans. This time, the Dead 
Carp Award goes to The New York Times for burying 
on Page 12 (May 13, 1990) President Bush's initiative 
to create a "Citizens Democracy Corps" whereby vol
unteers would go to Eastern Europe to serve as teachers 
ofEnglish and advisers to new democracies. This rele
gation of an important initiative of the Administration 
to strengthen our influence in Eastern Europe 
constrasts with the Times' policy of prominent 
exposure ofthose international initiatives ofwhich the 
Times approves. 

Dead Carp 

Award 


lo~ ~tcuous .is~1Jm 

1[0 1V~gUt'n Qti1JUi~atio11 


tr:Ut Jaew ~tk 1l:il1les :Us lSi1Jtu 

~ ilea~ ~at1l .t'~ 
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'JI1,e SfJ.1" mfJ.t La.n aevi.ew [lSSN 0892-1466] is a publication of the Houston Circle of the Polish Institute of Am and 
Sciences of America [PIASA]. It deals with Polish and Eastern European affairs and their implications for the United States. It is published three times 
a year. Subscription price is $10.00 per year. The views expressed by authors of articles do not necessarily represent those of the PIASA Houston Circle. 
Editorial Staff: Claire S.Allen, Whold P. Skrypczak, Ewa M.Thompson [Editor]. 
Sarmatiall COlUlCii: Boguslaw Godlewski, M.D., Witold Danilowicz, M.L., I.D., L.L.M., Ioseph A. Iachimczyk, I.I.D., M.D., Leonard M. Krazynski, 
Witold I. Lukaszewski, Ph.D., Michael A. Modelski, M.D., B. Peter Podniesinski, I.L. 

All communications [letters, articles, subscription checks] should be addressed to: 

THE SARMATIAN REVIEW, P.O.Box 19119, Houston, Texas 11219-9119 
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