
January 22, 1916 
Houston, TX 

3:30 p.m. 
2 cents 

 
Miss Gainor Roberts 
206 S. Willomet 
Dallas, Texas 
 
Dearest Gainor, 
 
I received your letter today and sure was glad to hear from you. I am glad that you don’t have 
to work very hard, but I wish you were here to help me work some chemical problems, 
algebra, and write some themes. Have theme ever week and they sure are hard. 
 
I am glad the Happy Hour is gone. Did you see Margaret Clark in Mice and Men? It sure was 
good. Am going to see the Ruskin animal pictures Saturday night. Next week, the Battle Cry 
of Peace is going to be shown here. This picture is supposed to be as good as the Birth of a 
Nation. I wouldn’t miss it for anything.  
 
Joe wrote me last week and told me he had something to tell me but he hasn’t told me yet. 
There’s no telling what he has got up his sleeve. If it amounts to anything I will write and tell 
you what it is. 
 
Had another basketball game tonight with Decatur College. We beat them 63 – 30. The game 
was only real interesting at times. The A & M and Texas games will be our hardest and most 
interesting. Do you remember that big tall boy that played with Houston High against us last 
year? He is playing center for Rice this year. He sure has improved in his playing. I asked 
him one day if he remembered the game with Oak Cliff. He said yes and he hoped that he 
never would have to go thru another one like it. 
 
I got a letter from Madaline day before yesterday. She told me that she might go to Dallas 
from Denison for a few days. Tell Gib to send me an epistle of alphabetical continuity in 
other words a letter. Am sorry to hear that Ethel has been sick. I wrote her a few lines quite 
awhile ago but hadn’t received an answer. I didn’t know what was wrong. 
 
Now little girl you want to get over that spell of the Blues. That’s about the worst thing a 
person who is not sick can have. I’ve had a mighty good does and believe I know what they 
are. 
 
That finger of yours merely needs exercise. Take it walking three times a day. If this does not 
do any good try nitro-glycerine. (Line of shorthand) 
 
Well, I believe that they are going to make a soldier out of me. Next week we start military 
training. All of our guns have arrived and we start training next week. One good thing we 
don’t have to wear a uniform. I don’t or won’t mind the training. 



Say, won’t you please write and tell me what 9 means. I am anxious to know. You know I 
like surprises. 
 
I have got some crazy German, chemistry and English to get and it is now 11:45.  
 
I am sending that picture and also another one. Don’t forget to get over that spell of the blues.  
 
Lots of love, 
 
Otto 
 
Notes in the margin: 
 
I sure do wish we were all together like we were last year at High School. We sure had a 
good time, didn’t we? It sure is hard going from a mighty senior to a Freshman, the lowest of 
all.  
 
 
 


